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Town to ask voters to consider
$3 million loan for flood
recovery efforts in river corridor

By Derek Kutzer
Staff Writer

On Jan. 20, the Pagosa Springs
Town Council approved the first
reading of an ordinance relating to
asking voters if the town can take out
a $3 million loan from the Colorado
Water Conservation Board (CWCB)
to help pay for the town’s flood
recovery efforts along the San Juan
River stemming from the October
2025 floods.

Ifapproved upon second reading,
the question will appear on the town’s
April 7 ballot.

The town, through the state, ini-
tially applied for $5.7 million in
grant money through the Federal
Emergency Management Agency
(FEMA), but Colorado’s request was
denied December 2025. The state has
appealed the denial.

Development Director James
Dickhoff explained that, in the wake
of being denied the federal funding,
the town sought and found other
ways to pay for the recovery efforts,

most of which come from state pro-
grams, but explained that the town is
“about $3 million short” of its estimat-
ed cost to make the river “safe” ahead
of the summer recreation season.

Dickhoff described the loan as a
way to pay for what town staff iden-
tifies as “the unfunded portions of
the river corridor recovery project,’
adding that the intent is not to “re-
construct the river corridor to whatit
was before the flooding,” but to focus
on “public safety” for those wanting
torecreate in the river this spring and
summer.

“We want to make sure it’s as safe
as possible. ... We are really focusing
on public safety and [riverbank] sta-
bilization,” he said.

The total project cost of river
cleanup and restoration following
the October 2025 flood event is es-
timated to be just shy of $6 million,
stated Town Manager David Harris
in correspondence.

The CWCB loan would be for a
30-year period and comes with a zero
M See Loan A7

County’s planning
commission recommends
changes to regs on RV living

By Clayton Chaney
Staff Writer

The Archuleta County Planning
Commission discussed and approved a
recommendation of proposed changes
to the Archuleta County Land Use
Regulations (LUR) during its Jan. 22
meeting.

The recommendation of changes
was approved by a split vote of 3-1.

The recommendation includes
proposed changes to Section 3 of the
LUR, regarding to temporary use of
recreational vehicles (RVs) for long-
term occupancy, and will go before
the Archuleta County Board of County
Commissioners (BoCC) for final ap-
proval.

The Jan. 22 planning commission
agenda explains that the changes are
intended to address an expired reso-
lution that was previously adopted by
the BoCC “to support the affordable
housing shortage in the county.”

Planning Manager Melissa Ryan
presented proposed changes, explain-
ing that a new subsection to the code
was being proposed for RV temporary
use permits (TUPs).

Ryan noted that long-term occu-
pancy of an RV is permitted “only with
an approved long-term RV occupancy
permit,” subject to multiple conditions.

Ryan’s original proposed conditions
included a 180-day RV TUP permit op-
tion that allows temporary occupancy
of an RV for up to 180 consecutive days
and is renewable every 180 days.

“Permits are intended for long-term
housing and not for short-term or vaca-
tion stays,” Ryan noted.

Discussion amongst the planning
commission brought up concerns
about this permit being renewable
without a limitation being set in place.

Other proposed requirements for
the permit state that water must be
hauled, delivered, from a well or sup-
M See Regulations A9

SUN photo/Clayton Chaney, rendering courtesy Archuleta School District

Top: The Archuleta School District Board of Education holds a spe-
cial meeting on Jan. 21 to determine where a proposed new school
building would be located. Right: A rendering depicts how a school
building and athletic facilities can be laid out at the Vista site.

School board
chooses Vista
site for new
PK-8 campus

By Clayton Chaney
Staff Writer

During a Jan. 21 special meet-
ing, the Archuleta School District
(ASD) Board of Education (BoE)
voted 4-1 to choose the uptown
site for a proposed new building for
pre-kindergarten through eighth
grade (PK-8).

A pressrelease from the district
explains the uptown site islocated
on the corner of Vista Boulevard

and Park Avenue and “offers an
expansive campus with multiple
access points, ample open space,
and opportunities for future walk-
ing and biking connections.”

The district considered building
a new school at the Vista site or
downtown on the high school
campus property, and began its
process in evaluating the two sites
in the summer of 2025.

The press release explains that
either site would feature a

140,000-square-foot PK-8 build-
ing with a two-story academic
wing and a capacity of approxi-
mately 1,200 students, including a
separate PK-K area and dedicated
drop-off zone.

Process review

During theJan. 21 special meet-
ing, BoE president Bob Lynch ex-
plained that with it being a special
meeting, there would be no public
comment portion.

Superintendent Rick Holt pro-

vided an overview of the district’s
process, noting that it first began
in April 2024 when reviewing the
district’s master plan.

He explained that the district
engaged with three firms, ulti-
mately choosing RTA Architects,
who conducted a facilities review
of all of the district’s buildings.

Meetings with staff and other
community meetings were then
M See Vista A8
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State announces plan for
wolverine restoration

By Randi Pierce
Staff Writer

At its Jan. 15 meeting, the Colo-
rado Parks and Wildlife (CPW) Com-
mission heard about the Colorado
Wolverine Restoration Plan, with the
state planning for the translocation
of wolverines back into Colorado,
including the San Juan Range, after
a century-long absence.

Translocation efforts, however,
are dependent on CPW securing a

10(j) rule through the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service (USFWS).

Under section 10(j), a USFWS
document explains, the USFWS “may
designate a population of a listed
species as experimental if it will be
released into suitable natural habitat
outside the species’ current range. An
experimental population is a special
designation for a group of plants or
animals that will be reintroduced in
an area that is geographically isolated
M See Wolverine A7

County approves 2026 fee schedule

By Clayton Chaney
Staff Writer

During its regular meeting held on
Tuesday, Jan. 20, the Archuleta County
Board of County Commissioners
(BoCC) unanimously approved Reso-
lution 2026-09, amending fees for
county services and information.

County Manager Longinos Gonza-
lez presented the matter, explaining the
BoCCdiscussed various changes being
made to the fee schedule during a Jan.
13 BoCC work session.

Commissioner Veronica Medina
motioned to adopt the resolution, ex-

cluding the planning and solid waste
fees, with those fees tabled until further
notice.

The proposed fee schedule can be
viewed in its entirety online under the
BoCC's Jan. 20 meeting agenda docu-
ments at www.archuletacounty.gov/
archuleta-county-co-official-website/
agendas-and-minutes.

During the Jan. 13 work session,
Public Works Director Mike Torres
explained that he does not want to
implement any new or increased fees
at the landfill until the landfill project
is completed.

M See Schedule A13
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Our VIEW

Stay grounded with facts

It's no secret that we're not big fans of
the way artificial intelligence (AI) tools
have rolled out so quickly, offering a lot of
power without many regulations or, unfor-
tunately, ethics.

It’s also no secret that we like when
people are well informed about what'’s
going on in their community and nation,
as well as in the world so they can form
opinions based on fact.

Next week, Feb. 2-6, is National News
Literacy Week and, in our opinion, the
awareness effort couldn’t come at a better
time, with so many things in our country
and world seemingly at fever pitch right
now.

We also agree with this year’s focus on
Al and know there’s a real need for more
people to understand that not every photo
and video they see is real. More and more
commonly, we're seeing videos and photos
generated that just make situations worse.

Take the case of the Renee Good shoot-
ing in Minneapolis earlier this month,
for example. Already, folks with different
viewpoints are offering varying takes on the
course of events that led to the fatal shoot-

ing, with different videos and accounts
being used to back the varying viewpoints.

Unfortunately, we've spotted at least
one Al-generated video being used to back
up a narrative and course of events some
suggest took place, though the generated
video is contradicted in multiple aspects
by the real videos of the incident. While
the ability to spot Al-generated content is
becoming more widespread, the videos are
clearly still fooling folks.

It seems all the generated video has
done is drive hatred and division. We can
only hope that as it’s being pointed out
as being AI more and more, those who
were fooled by it will learn to verify before
sharing.

As the News Literacy Project, which
presents National News Literacy Week
alongside The E.W. Scripps Company, USA
TODAY and USA TODAY Network, states,
“In the age of Al it’s not easy to know what
to trust.”

The News Literacy Project’s website
notes, “For teens growing up in a world
where algorithms drive social media feeds,
and a quick Al prompt can generate photos

L.oOKING BACK

or videos that look real, it’s no surprise
they question or doubt everything. Many
teens also distrust the news media. Our
latest study found that 84% of U.S. teens
had negative feelings toward journalists
and journalism.”

While the awareness effort is primarily
geared toward teens and educators, we
encourage everyone to take part and work
tolearn how to tell if something is Al gener-
ated or real.

It’s critical, especially now, that we are
able to discern what sources are legitimate
and can be trusted. Without those skills,
there’s little hope for calming down the
rhetoric and the division that feels so heavy
right now.

The website adds, “This National News
Literacy Week, let’s restore trust in standards-
based news and embrace a healthy skepti-
cism (not cynicism) by helping young people
stay grounded with facts. News literacy edu-
cation gives students the tools to more skill-
fully judge for themselves what information
to trust, believe, share and base decisions on.
We need it now more than ever”

Randi Pierce

From the Jan. 29, 1970,
Pagosa SUN — DEEP
SNOW — One of the
more difficult runs at
Wolf Creek Pass Ski
Area features a very
steep grade and sofft,
deep snow. This run is
not for beginners.
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The following weather in-
Jformation is brought to you
as a public service by

Weather data

Date HighLow  Precipitation

Moisture Type ~ Depth
113 49 19 0.00 NA NA
1114 53 24 0.00 NA NA
115 50 18 0.00 NA NA
1116 47 15 0.00 NA NA
117 47 18 0.00 NA NA
118 47 13 0.00 NA NA
119 51 14 0.00 NA NA
1120 43 12 0.00 NA NA
1121 45 10 0.00 NA NA
1122 49 13 0.00 NA NA
1123 40 24 0.00 NA NA
1124 3B 17 022 S 3.3
1125 31 2 0.06 NA NA
1/26 34 -4 000 NA NA

(970) 264-1301
intermountainpropane.com
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LEGACIES

By Shari Pierce

100 years ago

Taken from SUN files of
January 29, 1926

A.W. Baker of Allison and some as-
sociates of that neighborhood and of
Denver, have formed a corporation which
will take over 1200 acres of land at Tiffany
and expects to develop there the largest
turkey ranch in the United States. The land
acquired comprises the places known as
the Thuringer place, the Linebarger place
including the townsite of Tiffany, and 480
acres of the Tiffany place.

The name of the corporation is the San
Juan Basin Turkey Ranch, Inc. Mr. Baker
is president and manager of the company,
and will devote his entire time and skill to
the managing of said company, and the
raising of turkeys. The intentions are to
specialize in the growing of breeding stock,
and neither time nor money will be spared
in securing the best blood in the country.

In addition to A.W. Baker, P.G. Ingler and
LeRoy Baker are listed as incorporators, and
the capitalization is given as $65,000. The
seat of business will be at Tiffany.

75 years ago

Taken from SUN files of
February 2, 1951

Drizzling sleet and light snow that
started early Sunday turned into a real snow
storm and left the town covered with over
a foot of the beautiful white stuff. From
Sunday morning until Wednesday morning
about six feet of new snow fell on Wolf Creek
Pass and made driving over a hazardous job.
The total depth on Wolf Creek Pass then was
eight feet.

With skies beginning to clear Wednes-
day, the mercury dropped to frigid areas and
itlooks asitsome real winter may be in store.

The new snow was exceptionally wet and
the moisture content was high. This mois-
ture and more is badly needed in this area
and in practically all parts of the country.

The frosty 38 below Thursday morning
is the coldest yet this winter that’s been
recorded.

The Square Dance Festival sponsored
by the local Jeans and Calico Club, and held
last Saturday night in the High School gym
was well attended and voted a success by
those present. In addition to the local square
dance enthusiasts, there were representa-
tives from clubs in the San Juan Basin and
the San Luis Valley.

50 years ago

Taken from SUN files of
January 29, 1976

The board of School District 50 met
Tuesday night of this week after the meet-
ing had been postponed twice because
of lack of a quorum. Items on the agenda
dealt with suspended students, claims and
accounts, board policies and delegations.

A number of parents who have children
riding the bus from the Upper Piedra ap-
peared before the board to object to the
manner in which discipline and driving of
the bus were conducted. After hearing the
delegation the board took the matter under
advisement and instructed the superinten-
dent to investigate further.

Ralph Yamaguchi, representing La
Plata Motors, appeared before the board to
protest the manner in which bus bids were
handled. The board had called for bus bids
and La Plata’s was the only bid submitted.
The purchase of a bus was later negotiated
with Johnson Chevrolet. Yamaguchi said
that bids should not have been called for
unless the lowest bid, or in this case the
only bid, was accepted.

25 years ago

Taken from SUN files of
February 1, 2001

In an action apparently violating pro-
visions of the Colorado Open Meetings
Law, Archuleta County commissioners
separated the county building inspection
function from the county planning office
during an executive session Jan. 16. At the
same time the commissioners promoted
Michael Crofts from building inspector to
building official.

The action was apparently taken during
an executive session labeled “Personnel”
following the regular Jan. 16 commissioner
meeting.

Timing of the action varies according to
whose memory is being tested. The SUN
did not learn of the action until Wednes-
day morning. A number of telephone calls
and a face-to-face talk with Commissioner
Bill Downey followed. Downey could not
remember for certain when the action was
taken, but thought it might have been dur-
ing the Jan. 16 executive session. Downey
said it was done by consensus.

County manager Dennis Hunt said the
action was taken by consensus during the
Jan. 16 executive session when he was di-
rected by the commissioners to carry out
the change.
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Letters

Letters to the Editor are print-
ed as received and are not edited
for grammar or punctuation, but
may have been edited for content
or style.

Letters to the Editor are opin-
ions and information in them
has not been verified for ac-
curacy.

The opinions of letter writers
do not necessarily represent those
of the paper.

SNAP

Dear Editor:

According to the GAO there was
$93.7 billion paid to SNAP recipients
in 2024, of which around 11% were
improper payments amounting to
$10.5 billion. Outright fraud was
pegged 1.6% or $1.5 billion for all
50 states, DC, Guam and the Virgin
Islands. A large portion of improper
payments were not intentional fraud
but, rather, errors in reporting, and
inadvertent household errors in
calculating eligibility for benefits. As
reported by the USDA in 2024, Pay-
ment error rates varied widely from
state to state, Alaska reported error
rates of 24.66% and Minnesota rate
of 8.98%. So, Mr Myers claim that
Minnesota had over $1 billion going
to fraudsters just doesn’tadd up. And
then he insinuated with no proof that
Governor Walzwas pocketing fraudu-
lent monies. Typical right wing char-
acter assassination of well respected
individuals and Democrats.

I'would like to thank Mr Meyer for
pointing out that those receiving
SNAP benefits have doubled since
2002 with charitable contributions
also increasing in Colorado. Good
on Colorado! But the question, that
FOX watchers never address is why,
in the richest country in the world,
are there so many citizens that need
to rely on charity to have enough to
eat and why that number is increas-
ing. Consider that over that same time
period the number of billionaires
have increased 9 fold from 320 to over
2900 and their wealth has increased
from $1 trillion to over $13.1 trillion.
Could it be Republican tax cuts and
other economic policies, i.e. Trickle
Down Economics? The Republicans
and their billionaire supporters have
convinced people thatit’simmigrants
and people relying on government
assistance that are ripping them off,
not the wealthy. If you've ever no-
tice Republicans and conservative
so called comedians, nearly always
punch down with the butt of their
criticisms or jokes being the poor or
marginalized persons.

If Mr Myers is truly concerned
about fraud he would be complain-
ing about the current occupant of
the White House, not immigrants
and public servants. While in office
Trump has increased his wealth by
several $billion, has a foreign and
domestic policy of pay to play, uses
cruelty as an incentive, accepts gifts
from anyone willing to bend the knee,
guides taxpayer funds to his family
businesses and doesn’t give one iota
aboutrules, the law, the Constitution
or the common man, including his
voters. A grifter conman and felon!
What an embarrassment for this
country!

Dave Butcher
Albuquerque, N.M.

PAWSD waivers

Dear Editor:

Now the county commissioners
want PAWSD’s to waive the tap fees
for employee housing. Who do they
think is going to pay for that lost in-
come? Those of us that use PAWSD in-
cluding those of us that need to work.
So, county commissioners, you want
PAWSDs to be yet another reason
why it’s too expensive to live here?
When those of us move because it’s
just too unaffordable, we will sell our
homes atretail making our homes too
expensive for newresidents that need
towork and need ahome. You cannot
have it both ways! If you drive us to
move because of all the well-meaning
employee housing taxes you will have
accomplished nothing. Take care of
the workforce that is already here and
do not create more taxes.

Beverly Compton

Irony and
hypocrisy
Dear Editor:

“Irony”: an event that seems de-
liberately at odds with what might
be expected.

Use “irony” in a sentence:

Itis a tragic irony that a U.S. Presi-
dent threatens military action against
aforeign country, purportedly to pro-
tect peaceful protestors, while at the
same time he dispatches a domestic
paramilitary force to terrorize, maim,
and kill peaceful protestors in Ameri-
can neighborhoods.

“Hypocrisy”: behavior that contra-

dicts what one claims to believe or
feel.

Give an example of “hypocrisy”:

A Colorado driver with a “Respect
Life” license plate defending Trump
despite his immigration tactics and
the gassing, bludgeoning, and killing
of people who oppose them.

Candace Jones

Unsolicited mail

Dear Editor:

Dear Editor, Promoter and or So-
licitor,

I have bathed my response to your
unsolicited mail with much thought,
prayer and patience. Via this letter
I am asking you, pleading with you,
please remove our names, Peter and
or Rebekah Laue, from your mailing
list. I have no idea how you found
our names and address? I do know,
though, that marketing mailing lists
is “big business’, very big business.
Those who stuff the envelopes don’t
have a very rewarding job.

The writer of this letter is 92 and
has very poor eyesight. It takes a
strong illuminated magnifying glass
for him to read anything. He walks
with a cane. It takes nearly an hour
for him to get his mail from a cluster
mailbox. Most of the mail becomes
ashes in his Earth Stove. It is unoped
and or unread. He aches for the trees
cut down to produce the necessary
paper products you use.

His beautiful handmaiden, and
gifted artist, is already dancing with-
the angels. I am including a wallet size
copy of her last painting. Iwould love
to direct you to the web site where
you could see all of her art but scam-
mers have been blocking it and are
demanding a fee to remove the block.
Just bearing my aching heart.

I realize that many people, many
individuals and organizations both
large and small are able to lure dol-
lars from unsuspecting people and
their pocketbooks. The elderly are
often their favorite targets. We have
been scammed and decided to close
our credit card accounts and shut
down all e-mail. Yes, we have been
scammed. The scammers got away
with a thousand dollars. They sole our
address books and were able to scam
some of our friends. Just bearing my
heart once more! We are living in a
very dark and sinister world.

Please take this letter to heart. I
would appreciate a reply. Maybe you
can and will do more than remove our
names from your mailing list.

I may be 92 and have poor eye-
sight; but I am fully alive and moti-
vated. I have purposed in my heart
to leave footprints that cannot be
erased. Hopingto hear back from you.
Even a knock on our door would be
welcomed. Putsomething in my letter
boxwith a first-class stamp. I promise
you thatIwill read it or have someone
read it to me.

Peter Laue

Renee Good
shooting

Dear Editor:

Anyone watching the video of the
Renee Good shooting, should be
stunned at what ICE did. The video
clearly shows thather car was stopped
when ICE agents approached her.
Then, contrary to standard police
procedures, the agent leaned into

A Letters

The SUN welcomes letters from
readers.

Please submit your letter
electronically in a format that can
be copied and pasted to editor@
pagosasun.com or via the form
at www.PagosaSUN.com. Letters
must not be in all capitals.

All letters must:
e be 500 words or less

o include the actual first and last
name of the author

s include the author’s address and
daytime phone number

« be received by The SUN by noon
on Tuesday (deadline may move
up due to a holiday)

Letters will be limited to two per
month per letter writer.

Letters quoting other people must
contain proper attribution.

Letters from letter-writing
campaigns may not be printed.

There is no guarantee letters will be
published.

Poetry, anonymous letters, letters
that are libelous or in poor taste,
or that attack a private citizen or
business will not be published.

If necessary, only one letter
pertaining to a candidate or
political issue will be printed in
each edition up to three weeks prior
to the election.

The SUN generally does not edit
letters, but reserves the right to do so.

her car. Then as she tried to drive
away, her shot and killed her. Use
of deadly force in this instance is
totally uncalled for as any police
officer will tell you. The murder of
this young woman must be investi-
gated immediately. If not, then we’ll
know this country is starting to act
like Iran, where protesters are being
killed because they protested. So, as
alife- long Republican, Mr. president
Icall onyouto start an immediate in-
vestigation into this shooting. In light
of your support for the protesters in
Iran, I trust you will provide the same
support to protesters in this country.
ICE certainly has a mission, but it is
not to kill innocent people.
Charles Newton
Highlands Ranch, Colo.

Justice and
change

Dear Editor:

Resistance.

“We the People” of Pagosa have
been marching for justice and change
for ayear! Locally, we've been noticed
by neighbors and travelers alike.
We've received thumbs up, enthusi-
astic waves, honks, as well as thumbs
down and middle finger salutes. But
the growing support is undeniable.

Social equality, lawful justice,
healing the climate, with genuine
love - this is our banner. Purpose,
integrity, and truth are our beacon.
We, like the recent and ancient mul-
titudes that have gone before us, will
not be turned aside or forced back.
Our purpose is just. Our hearts are
true.

We shout from the mountain tops
with our united voices, “Do what’s
right!” “Leaders, use this great col-
lective wealth and power to unite,
defend, and support lasting peace
for all the earth and all creation - of
which we are part”

Progress.

As anation, we're not “there” yet,
but we’'ve made great progress, de-
spite our failures. We try, with fits
and starts, lurching forward and
falling back. That’s life, learning, and
growth. A child can’t master walking
without first falling. Fall we will. Then
we rise again.

People, whether free, oppressed,
Indigenous, European, African,
Asian, whatever descent, are Amer-
ica. We are never going back to the
bald-faced lies of “white christian
supremacy”! That’s only the final
M See Letters A4

U.S. 160 reconstruction
information

Week of Feb. 2-6

Work activity

» Stormwater utility work is ongoing on the 100-
300 blocks on the south side of Pagosa Street.

o Utility placement on the south side of the 2nd
Street intersection is planned to begin in the month
of February and requires coordination amongst
multiple utility providers. This work may affect ac-
cess to businesses with storefronts facing 2nd Street.
All businesses are open, but patrons should plan for
alternate access to these businesses from Hermosa
Alley East during scheduled work.

e Inlet placement and pipe installation continues
in front of Kip’s Grill and Cantina.

o The east driveway to the Humane Society is
anticipated to be closed early next week to work
on pipe installation at this location. The west-end
driveway remains open. Work is weather dependent.

o Pedestrian crossings:With the new traffic shift
there are several locations that no longer have pedes-
trian barriers where the sidewalks, curb and gutter
have been completed. Please pay attention when
traversing the roadway and use identified crossings.

Help protect new concrete side-
walks this winter

e Do not use salt or standard ice melt on new
concrete during the first winter.

o New concrete is still curing and salt causes
permanent surface damage.

o Salt leads to scaling, flaking and spalling from
freeze-thaw cycles.

e Chlorides in salt can chemically weaken con-
crete and cause steel reinforcement to rust.

¢ Once damaged, concrete deterioration worsens
each winter and is costly to repair.

« Use these safer alternatives instead: sand (best
for traction), nonclumping kitty litter or concrete-
safe de-icers such as calcium magnesium acetate.

Snow removal plan

A coordinated snow removal team has been as-
sembled to support the U.S. 160 reconstruction proj-
ectand help keep downtown Pagosa Springs safe and
accessible throughout the winter. This team includes
Colorado Department of Transportation (CDOT)
maintenance personnel, the WW Clyde construction
team and Town of Pagosa Springs Public Works staff.

How the snow removal team will work

The team has developed a unified plan to quickly
respond to major snowstorms. The shared goals

are to:

o Keep U.S. 160 through downtown clear and
passable.

« Support emergency access routes.

« Maintain access to schools, businesses and es-
sential services.

CDOT snow removal duties

¢ CDOT will maintain the U.S. 160 main business
corridor.

o CDOT will provide an additional snowplow
dedicated to supporting operations in the downtown
corridor.

« To allow for safe and efficient snow clearing in
this new configuration:

On-street parking will be unavailable between 1st
Street and 10th Street due to space constraints and
snow removal operations.

Snow will be pushed to the center median, next
to the concrete barrier, until crews can haul it away.

Town of Pagosa Springs snow removal

duties

o The town will plow town streets.

o The town will prioritize school bus routes during
snow events.

o After prioritizing school bus routes, the Town of
Pagosa Springs has agreed to prioritize the alleyways
behind main street (100-400 blocks) to help busi-
nesses maintain rear access for needs such as ski
rentals, prescription pickups, bakery access, deliver-
ies and similar services.

 The town will be responsible for hauling away
snow piles.

Business owner responsibilities

We kindly remind downtown business owners
that they are responsible for clearing the sidewalks
in front of their buildings.

Do not shovel or push snow into the roadway. This
creates safety hazards and disrupts the coordinated
snow removal efforts. Colorado law (Colorado Statute
43-5-310) and local ordinances prohibit the plowing,
blowing or shoveling of snow onto public roadways.

Stay informed and connect with the
project

« Call the project information line: (970) 335-9230.

» Email the project team: Pagosal60reconstruc-
tion@gmail.com.

« Visit the project website: www.codot.gov/proj-
ects/us160pagosasprings.

Information provided by Colorado Department of Transportation

Local reporting that matters.
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Letters

M Continued from A3

dying gasp of the arrogant elite, at-
tempting to keep power, money, and
vast resources for themselves and
their greedy offspring, while denying
common decency and provision for
“We the People”.

Despite past choices and horren-
dous injustices, “We The People” will
press forward and march on. We are
the vast majority! It’s said that when
the resistance reaches about 3.5 % of
the population, the cruel dictatorship
begins to crumble. Trumpism seeks
to frighten, intimidate, and suppress
us. “We will overcome!”

Rebuild.

If Trump survives beyond his
already failing health and declining
cognition, he and all his co-conspir-
ators must face the full, legitimate
sentencing that our Constitutional
Justice System prescribes.

Then, we must allow science and
an educated public to work together
to save the earth and rebuild our
system. We rightly crave change. With
ingenuity, we will move forward,
building better!

Invitation.

Join us! No matter political differ-
ences or attempts seeking to divide
us, let us look each other in the eye
and see that we are the same. Our
looks are different, we have unique
backgrounds and beliefs, but we
share the same DNA and are the
same people.

This is a peaceful protest, so please
exercise self-discipline and refrain
from using vulgarity or aggression.
We must be above reproach.

Peaceful protests, throughout his-
tory, have defeated dictatorships,
sometimes in days, other times in
decades. Willingness to endure abuse
through training and practice, with
focused determination to hold the
line, without reaction, has made the
difference. In the past, people rang-
ing from friends and neighbors to
police have changed their hearts and
minds, as they witnessed the abuse of
the regime against ordinary, peaceful
citizens.

We can and will do this together.
We must!

Mitch Nielsen

What will it take?

Dear Editor:

I am horrified by what is happen-
ing in a major city in the United
States. I am embarrassed to be an
American. I am ashamed to be an
American. And I am afraid for all of us
because if murder and mayhem can
happen to one of us, it can happen
to all of us.

ICE members have been given
total power to do as they please. Now
they can enter a home without hav-
ing a warrant. They can arrest a man
and seize his five-year-old child. They
wear masks. Interestingly we have the
Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines, Coast
Guard, and National Guard and none
of them wear masks!

Border patrol immigration agents
repeatedly shot and murdered a man
who was on the ground and being
subdued/beaten by seven of them.
When he was just trying to help a
woman who they threw down. He
puts up his hand against pepper
spray. His other hand is clearly hold-
inghis cellphone. And then there are
10 shots. Ten shots!

There seems to be no account-
ability. DHS and the government
defend whatis happening before any
facts are even known. Please watch
the MANY videos of this shooting and
decide for yourself what was done. If
the videos are not on Newsmax, then
look elsewhere.

I applaud the citizens of Pagosa
Springs who meet every Saturday in
the library parking lot to protest what
is going on. We have participated in
three protests in Pagosa. And we have
encountered so many other Pagosa
residents there who share our hor-
ror about what is happening. We've
also met tourists who were in town,
saw the protest, and chose to join us.
All protests here have been peaceful.
And as some signs have read, “This is
what democracy looks like.”

What will it take for MAGA sup-
porters to realize what is happening
to our democracy, our government,
our country? When will our presi-
dent’s rambling and changing plans
give them pause? The president who
confuses Iceland with Greenland.
Who had the audacity to say that he
doesn’thave to pursue peace because
he wasn’t given the Nobel Peace
Prize! Who shifts from tariffs to no
tariffs on practically a daily basis. (As
an aside, how can business operate
when the cost of goods varies con-
stantly based upon changing tariffs?)

I am disappointed in those who
voted this man in as president! And I
feel disbelief for those who continue
to support him. Did you not believe
what he said he would do? Because
he’s doing it.

Here’s a quote from Facebook by
Seth Cutts: “You are allowed to say, at
any point, I can’t support this. Even if
you did. Even ifyou were unsure. You
can say ‘this has gone too far/ And
while the best time to say that was
earlier, the second-best time is now.”

Tozi Rubin

Federal support
for preschools

Dear Editor:

On January 6 the Colorado De-
partment of Early Childhood (CDEC)
received official notification from the
Trump administration that fund-
ing for childcare in Colorado was
suspended. This funding supports
the Colorado Child Care Assistance
Program (CCCAP) and salaries for
inspectors who enforce safety regu-
lations set by CDEC. CCCAP enables
approximately 27,000 children ages
birth to five years to attend licensed
childcare providers in Colorado.

Funding for CCCAP comes
through a federal block grant from
the Child Care and Development
Fund (CCDF), which has had strong
and continuous bipartisan support
for 30 years. The goal of this program
is to assist low-income working fami-
lies to access affordable, high-quality
childcare. This service is essential for
children’s healthy development, and
it enables parents to work or further
their education.

How does unfunding CCCAP af-
fect Archuleta County? There are cur-
rently 39 children ages birth to 5 years
who are receiving CCCAP funding
and enrolled in licensed preschools
in Archuleta County. Most of these
children qualify for tuition assistance
because they come from low-income
families with working parents. Loss
of CCCAP funding will likely require
one parent in each family quitting
their job and staying home to care
for a child.

The most immediate result of
parents leaving the workforce will be
asubstantial reduction in income for
these families that are already strug-
gling to survive in Pagosa Springs.

Unfunding the CCCAP program
will also add to the number of unem-
ployed workers in our community.
Nearly all of our licensed preschools
rely on CCCAP funding to help pay
their teachers. Reduced enrollment
will require reducing the teaching
staff. Losing a teacher is expensive
because each teacher has undergone
extensive training required by CDEC.
Although predicting the staff reduc-
tion due to loss of CCCAP support is
complicated, it may be as high as 40%.
Thatis, many of our preschool teach-
ers may suddenly find themselves
unemployed.

Providing affordable childcare is
the fastest and least expensive way to
expand our local workforce. We have
parents who want to work but need
quality childcare. A report from the
Early Childhood Council of Archuleta
County says that 90% of the residents
surveyed reported leaving or pausing
their careers to care for their children
at home.

The CDEC is currently predicting
that CCCAP payments will cease on
February 28. Whether funding actu-
ally stops at this time depends in part
on actions taken by the District Court
of the Southern District of New York.
This court has issued a Temporary
Restraining Order on implementa-
tion of the federal order to suspend
funding. A final decision is expected
on February 6. Whether CCCAP pay-
ments to our preschools will continue
after February 28 will depend on the
court’s decision and how the Trump
administration responds to this
decision.

Ohyes! Our children. Quality pre-
school also prepares children for suc-
cess in kindergarten and throughout
life. The 39 children who will be los-
ing CCCAP support on February 28
will be denied the benefits of quality
preschool.

David Smith
Uniting against
extremism
Dear Editor:

Some of us can agree in Pagosa
that we value community, inde-
pendence, and the simple right to
live free from political turmoil. In a
time when national politics seems
overwhelmingly divided, it is vital to
remember a powerful lesson from
American history: the ability of rivals

Your source
for community

NEws.

The Pagosa Springs SUN
970-264-2100

to unite against a common threat to
democracy itself.

In the pivotal Election of 1800,
America’s first political parties—the
Federalists and the Democratic-Re-
publicans—were locked in what was,
arguably, the most acrimonious, par-
tisan fight in our history. Yet, when
the Federalist Party’s concentration of
power and tactics (like the oppressive
Alien and Sedition Acts) were seen as
a threat to fundamental freedoms, a
broad coalition united to defeat what
theyviewed as an existential threat to
the Republic. Even Alexander Ham-
ilton, the Federalist leader, famously
put aside his intense rivalry with
Thomas Jefferson to support him for
the presidency, choosing principle
over party.

This historical moment shows that
unity isn’t about agreement; it’s
about shared purpose—protecting
the foundation of our constitutional
liberty.

This spirit of vigilance is also re-
flected in the core American principle
of civilian control—the idea, em-
bodied later by the Posse Comitatus
Act, that the power to enforce peace
belongs not to a centralized federal
army or now the current federal ICE,
but to the local community, the
citizen. Our democracy is strongest
when the power rests with the people,
notwhen a centralized authority uses
military or political force against its
own populace. The“Posse comitatus”
is a Latin phrase meaning power of
the county. It’s alegal term borrowed
from British common law for a group
of civilians mobilized by a sheriff to
enforce the law. We've all Pledged,
“I pledge allegiance to the flag of the
United States of America and to the
Republic for which it stands, one
Nation, under God, Indivisible with
liberty and justice for all”.

Today, in 2026, the extremism
threatening our nation is a disregard
for constitutional limits, a willing-
ness to suppress our 1st Amendment
Rights, and a desire to divide citizens
against each other.

It is time for traditional Republi-
cans, Democrats, Independents
and citizens in Archuleta County,
and across the nation, to follow the
example of 1800. We must unite on
the high ground of constitutional ac-
countability, civilian supremacy, and
democratic balance. The true power
against extremism is found when all
Americans stand together to defend
the integrity of our Republic and
strengthen Democracy with what is
promised, Liberty and Justice for all.

Sincerely,
Shawna Snarr

Letter to Hurd

Dear Editor:

A letter to Rep. Jeff Hurd:

Because Colorado has stood up to
Trump for mail in-voting and not
releasing Tina Peters from prison,
Trump has made it clear that Colo-
rado will be punished.

So far, Trump has or wants to:

- vetoed a bill that would have
provided funding to complete a
pipeline to carry clean water to com-
munities in southeastern Colorado.

-denied disaster funding to help
northwestern Colorado recover from
wildfires and southwestern Colorado
recover from flooding.

-moving the Space Command
Center out of Colorado Springs to
Alabama. A facility that has been a
mainstay since 2019, employing more
than 1,000 people and serving as a
source of economic vitality.

-terminated $109 million in trans-
portation funding,

-ended $615 million in U.S. De-
partment of Energy funding,

-dismantled the National Center
for Atmospheric Research, located
in Boulder

-threatened SNAP funding.

Now the Trump administration
has ordered a review of federal
funding sent to more than a dozen

Democratic-led states, including
Colorado.

Trump is busy running Venezuela,
taking over Greenland, and telling
Gaza how to create a master plan.
Sending ICE agents killing U.S. Citi-
zens. No talk about fixing healthcare,
decreasing prices or fixing the U.S.
Just pitting citizens against citizens
and praising ICE.

House Republicans blocked a
resolution in a tie vote to limit the
executive’s war powers in Venezuela.
Mr. Hurd, I did notsee you supporting
this resolution.

What happened to “America
First”? How can you in good con-
science continue to cave into Trump’s
biddings when it is causing so much
strife and misery in your own district?
Mid-terms are just around the corner.
Remember, Trump didn’t vote you
into office, we the people did.

Jane Weitzel

. R N\
AlTaxi Service
970-585-4903
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Distraction

Dear Editor:
Watching the news lately feels less
like staying informed and more like

8am-10pm Friday and Saturday
or by appointment!

attending a magic show. Our atten- Reliabﬂity Fully licensed and i'nsur ed! Courtesy
tion is carefully directed to the waving Matters‘, Smoke-free vehicles! COunts !

hand, the colorful scarf, the dramatic
flourish—while the actual trick hap-
pens somewhere else entirely.

Many of today’s governmental ac-
tions aren’t hidden. They're not clas-
sified or buried in footnotes. They're
happeningin plain view—Ilike aloose
board on the porch everyone keeps
stepping around instead of fixing.

Therole of the mainstream media
doesn’thelp. Instigation has replaced
investigation. Outrage is often an-
nounced before facts are examined.
Headlines race ahead while follow-
up questions trail behind, occa-
sionally stopping for a commercial
break. We are told what to feel long
before we are shown what actually
happened.

This isn’t because citizens are
incapable of paying attention. We
do it every day—when backing up
our cars, balancing checkbooks,
or watching grandchildren near a
swimming pool. We understand that
ignoring obvious warning signs rarely
ends well.

So here is the uncomfortable but
necessary call to action—for all of us,
regardless of politics or preference:
slow down. Look directly at what
is happening. Read past headlines.
Compare sources. Ask questions
before outsourcing judgment.

Then do something concrete. Get
off the recliner and put a few nails
in that porch board so no one else
gets hurt. Make the small efforts that
can make a difference. Contact your
representatives. Ask questions that
require real answers. Attend local
meetings. Support journalism that
investigates rather than inflames.
None of this requires shouting. It only
requires participation.

History is remarkably consistent
on this point. When distraction re-
places scrutiny, and noise replaces
thinking, consequences don’t politely

Local discount system- just ask!

PUC 16400, MCT 0021, DOT 2842985
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wait their turn.
They arrive on schedule.
Respectfully,
Russ Widener
( )

PSMC Primary Care
Community Presentation

Please join our PSMC Director of Clinical Operations, Vicki Goeckner
and new Family Medicine Specialists Corrinne Johnson and Matthew Hintzman,
for a community meet and greet.

Corrinne Johnson, PA-C Matthew Hintzman, PA-C

Meet & Greet

Wednesday, February 4th | 12:00-1:00pm
PSMC Board Room e 95 S. Pagosa Boulevard

First-Class Care Close To Home ‘
970.731.3700 | 95 S. Pagosa Blvd | pagosaspringsmedicalcenter.org | Ei )
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County’s unemployment rate falls to 2.8 percent in December 2025

By Randi Pierce
Staff Writer

Archuleta County’s unemploy-
ment rate fell to 2.8 percent in De-
cember 2025, according to aJan. 7 re-
port from the Colorado Department
of Labor and Employment (CDLE).

That figured is down from 3.1 per-
cent in November 2025.

Archuleta County’s rate of 2.8
percentin December 2025 compares
to 4.3 percent in December 2024.

Archuleta County’s labor force
totaled 6,818 in December 2025,
according to the report, with 193
unemployed. That compares to a
November labor force of 6,737 and
209 unemployed.

Colorado’s seasonally adjusted
unemploymentrate fell from 3.9 per-
centin November 2025 to 3.8 percent
in December 2025.

According to the survey of house-
holds, the number of unemployed
individuals decreased by 2,000 to
123,800 from November to Decem-
ber 2025.

“Colorado’slabor force decreased
by 3,300 in December to 3,259,400,
states a press release from the CDLE.

“The share of Coloradans partici-
pating in the labor force was 66.9
percent in December, one-tenth of
a percentage point lower than in
November, this marks the lowest
labor force participation rate since
October 2020. The U.S. labor force
participation rate decreased one-
tenth of a percentage point to 62.4
percent in December.”

The national unemployment rate
decreased to 4.4 percent from No-
vember to December 2025, it notes.

Costilla County again had the
highest unemployment rate in the
state in December 2025 at 7.1 per-
cent, followed by Huerfano County
at 5.7percent.

The lowest unemployment rate in
the state for December 2025 was
Yuma County at 1.8 percent.

Regionally, the data shows La
Plata County with a 3.1 percent
unemployment rate in December
2025, San Juan County at 4.9 percent,
Mineral County at 4.1 percent, Rio
Grande County at 3.9 percent and
Conejos County at 3.5 percent.

Job loss, growth
Employers in Colorado gained

1,200 nonfarm payroll jobs from No-
vember to December 2025 for a total
of 3,000,100 jobs, according to the
survey of business establishments.
Private-sector payroll jobs increased
by 300 and government gained 900
jobs.

The press release accompanying
the report notes the November 2025
estimates “were revised down to
2,998,900, and the over the month
change from October to November
was an increase of 1,300 jobs rather
than the originally estimated increase
0f2,700 (monthly revisions are based
on additional responses from busi-
nesses and government agencies
since the last published estimates).”

Nonfarm payroll jobs estimates
are based on a survey of business es-
tablishments and government agen-
cies, and are intended to measure
the number of jobs, not the number
of people employed.

The private-industry sector with
significant over-the-month job gains
in December 2025 were:

e Education and health services at
about 2,800 jobs.

e Manufacturing at about 1,400.

The private-industry sectors with

significant over-the-month job losses
were:

o Leisure and hospitality at about
2,300 jobs.

« Trade, transportation and utili-
ties at about 1,800.

Since December 2024, nonfarm
payroll jobs have increased 23,000,
with the private sector increasing
by 18,900 and government adding
4,100 jobs.

The largest private-sector job
gains were:

o Financial activities by about
3,300.

» Construction by about 2,100.

¢ Trade, transportation and utili-
ties at about 1,800.

“Colorado’s rate of job growth over
the pastyearis 0.8 percent, above the
U.S. rate of 0.4 percent,” the report
notes.

It further notes that, over the year,
the average workweek for all Colo-
rado employees on private nonfarm
payrolls decreased from 33.7 to 32.5
hours, while average hourly earn-
ings grew from $39.67 to $40.65,
$3.63 more than the national average
hourly earnings of $37.02.

randi@pagosasun.com

Chamber of Commerce’s annual gala planned for Feb. 6

By Sandy Douthey
Pagosa Springs Area Chamber of
Commerce

Pagosa Springs residents and local
business owners are invited to cel-
ebrate the spirit of community,
collaboration, and progress at the
Pagosa Springs Area Chamber of
Commerce’s annual gala, a cherished

tradition that brings together the
heart of the Pagosa business com-
munity.

Set for an evening of elegance,
entertainment and connection, this
year’s gala promises delicious dining,
live music and the much-anticipated
Community Awards Ceremony—
honoring standout small businesses,
organizations and individuals who

have made alastingimpact on Pagosa
Springs.

The annual gala is more than just
a party. It's our way of recognizing
the growth, resilience and generos-
ity that define our community. Each
year we're inspired by the people who
make Pagosa such a special place to
live and do business.

Guests can look forward to a fes-

Main Street Advisory Board receives grant
for commemorative coloring book project

By Clayton Chaney
Staff Writer

The Pagosa Springs Main Street
Advisory Board was recently awarded
a grant for up to $7,500 through the
America 250 - Colorado 150 Commis-
sion’s Community Grants Program.

Main Street Coordinator Kathleen
McFadden explained during the
board’s meeting on Jan. 15 that the
grant funds will be used for the Main
Street Board’s Heritage and Culture
Committee’s commemorative color-
ing book project.

McFadden noted that she had
“received formal announcement”
that the board’s grant application
made it through the first gate and
was selected toreceive a grant award.

According to McFadden’s report
shared during the meeting, the
commemorative project will be “a
28-page illustrated coloring book

Ak

featuring historic buildings, cultural
landmarks, local stories, and regional
heritage elements with short, ac-
cessible captions for children and
general audiences,” called “Color
Pagosa’s Past: A Colorado 150 Com-
memorative Coloring Book”

“Tam so thrilled,” McFadden said,
explaining that the funds could po-
tentially cover the printing costs to
produce the coloring books.

McFadden explains in an email to
The SUN that the Main Street Advi-
sory Board is planning to produce
5,000 free copies to be distributed
in August through local schools, the
Ruby M. Sisson Memorial Library,
Pagosa Springs History Museum, Visit
Pagosa, community partners and
participating downtown businesses.

She also notes that the coloring
book project was selected by the
grant program, “which was created
to support smaller, community-based

projects that can be activated quickly
and reflect the unique stories, histo-
ries, and creativity of communities
across Colorado”

McFadden mentions that the goal
of the project is to “celebrate Pagosa

Obituaries

Elizabeth Lou

Rezac

Elizabeth (Betty Boop) Lou Rezac,
84, passed peacefully from this life
to her eternal life on Jan. 17, 2026.
She was sur-
rounded by her
family and is
now sitting at
the feet of Je-
sus, worshiping
her loving Sav-
ior in person.
Betty was born
Nov. 18, 1941,
in Minnesota
to Michael and Barbra Rezac. She
lived in Fargo, N.D., as a child, then
married Bernard Leintz and moved to
Colorado in the ‘60s, where she raised
four children: Barb, Randy, Sharon
and Tami. She had six grandchildren
and six great-grandchildren. Betty
was a wonderful caregiver to all. She
loved to shop, craft and color, collect
dolls and anything Betty Boop. She
loved dancing to Elvis and her life was
full of joy and happiness.

Sheis survived by her brother, Bob
Rezac; her daughters: Tamara Bel-
lender, Sharon Offen and Barbara
Masias; her six grandchildren: Jason,
Amber, Jamie, Zachary, Chantell and
Kiana; and her six great-grandchil-
dren: Taylor, Braxton, Reese, Austin,
Zoey and Talia. All were a constant
source of pride and joy to her.

Bettywas preceded in death by her
parents, Michael and Barbra Rezac;
her sisters, Rose Lindgren and Lor-
raine Anderson; her brother, Leonard

Rezac; and her son, Randy Leintz.

There will be no service at this
time. Her children will transport
her to Broomfield, Colo., for her last
mountain trip. Surrounded in flowers
and pine cones, she will be laid to rest
beside her son Randy. There may be
asmall graveside service at that time.
Notice will be given.

Gilbert Velasquez

A lifelong resident of Archuleta
County, Gilbert Velasquez (82 years
old) passed away on Jan. 20, 2026.
He was born on
Feb. 3,1943. He
was the young-
est sibling to
Emma, Olivia
and Sonny.

Gilbert was
a true enter-
tainer and a
self-taught gui-
tarist who car-
ried his guitar with him everywhere,
always ready to share his music with
family and friends at any gathering
or event. Music was his joy. For many
years, he was a member of the popu-
larlocal band Variety Express, where
his talent and love for performing
shined. Above all else, Gilbert was a
loving father.

He was preceded in death by his
parents and his beloved sister, Emma
Lujan. He is survived by his two sons,
Gilbert Jr. and Martin; his siblings,
Olivia (Henry) Trujillo and Sonny
Martinez; and many nieces, nephews
and cousins.

The family would like to give spe-

Springs’ history in a format that’s (r \)
educational, engaging, and widely
accessible, especially during the
Colorado 150 and America 250 ob- u u
Veronica Medina
Artwork for the project will feature
local and regional talent to make it [ m
ot i Running for Re-Election
a call for artists is being planned for
the book’s illustrations, McFadden . . . .
explains. Archuleta County Commissioner - District 3
Details for the contest are cur-
rently being finalized, though the
first-place award will likely include
a cash prize featuring the winning
illustration in full color on the book’s
cover, according to McFadden.
clayton@pagosasun.com
cial thanks to all of Gilbert’s dedi-
cated caregivers at Pine Ridge Re-
habilitation and Healthcare Center.
Gilbert is now at peace without
sickness and surrounded by his loved
ones, especially his mother and sister
Emma, and surrounded by the rela-
tives who went before him. He now
rests in the loving arms of Jesus.
A proven record of leadership.
A commitment to community.
Veronica Medina has built a strong record of community leadership and collaboration,
staying actively involved at the local, regional and state levels to ensure Archuleta County
has a voice where it matters most.
Her dedication to public service, conservative values, and community engagement has
earned her recognition as Republican Woman of the Year 2025, by the Colorado Federation
of Republican Women.
Veronica Medina is focused on:
Building strong community partnerships
Representing Archuleta County with integrity
Delivering experienced, principled leadership
- Experience. Integrity. Community.
Subscribe Today!
PagosaSUN.com Re-Elect Veronica Medina
) County Commissioner, District 3
( ) _ VeronicaMedina4Commissioner@gmail.com % 970.582.0066
$45 annual in county We are asking for your support.
$55 annual out of county \ Paid for by Veronica Medina for Archuleta County Commissioner Committee )

tive evening featuring a gourmetdin-
ner, silent auction, and opportunities
to network with leaders and neigh-
bors from the Pagosa community.
Attendees are encouraged to dress
in their finest and come ready to cel-
ebrate the year’s achievements while
looking ahead to the exciting projects
on the horizon for 2026.

Tickets are available now through
the Chamber of Commerce’s website,
pagosachamber.com, or by visit-
ing the Chamber office. Seating is
limited, and early reservations are
recommended.

Don’t miss the opportunity to
toast our local successes, strengthen
community ties, and kick off another
year of growth and opportunity.

sRAND
@PW

Thursday, January 29 « 3-6 pm
301 N. PAGOSA BLVD. BUILDING A

Explore our new showroom, experience the
function and craftsmanship firsthand, and
enjoy small bites and drinks while you browse!
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Colorado faces funding freeze for child care, support programs

By Randi Pierce
Staff Writer

Families and child care providers
across Colorado could see changes in
the availability of child care and other
supportprograms in the coming weeks
unless a coalition of state attorneys
general obtains a preliminary injunc-
tion against the federal Administration
for Children and Families’ (ACF’s)
funding freeze on Colorado and several
other states or the federal administra-
tion reverses its decision.

OnJan. 5 and 6, the administration
sent letters to California, Colorado,
Illinois, Minnesota and New York
announcing that the ACF is freezing
funding for Child Care Development
Fund (CCDF), Temporary Assistance
to Needy Families (TANF) and Social
Services Block Grants (SSBG) due to
potential fraud.

OnJan. 9, Colorado Attorney Gen-
eral Phil Weiser announced he had
joined four other attorneys general
in suing the Trump administration to
stop the withholding of more than $10
billion in what are considered critical
funds to their states that help ensure
low-income families can afford child
care, housing, food and more.

Weiser and the coalition argue that
freezing these funds will immediately
jeopardize some of the most impor-
tant anti-poverty programs in the
states, putting vulnerable families at
risk.

A pressrelease from Weiser’s office
explains, “The Child Care and Devel-
opment Fund program provides $2.4
billion in federal funding annually to
support the plaintiff states’ programs
that provide low-income families with

funding for childcare, so that those
family members can work or go to
school. In 2025, Colorado received
$140 million in federal funds from
this program. TANF is a block grant
program that provides more than $7
billion in federal funds annually to the
plaintiff states, which in turn provide
cash assistance and non-cash benefits
to low-income families with children.
In 2023, Colorado received $135 mil-
lion in TANF funds.”

Itadds, “Ifimplemented, the fund-
ing freeze would be devastating for
families in the coalition’s states.
Families would lose access to reliable
childcare, forcing parents and caregiv-
ersinto an impossible choice of either
missing work or leaving children in
a potentially unsafe environment.
Childcare providers would lose essen-
tial funding, and even children who
donotreceive ACF-funded care could
lose access if facilities are forced to
reduce staff or shut down. Employers
would lose valuable workers, hurting
states’ economies, and families would
lose critical cash assistance to help
them afford essentials like gas, grocer-
ies, and rent”

The states are seeking a court order
declaring the funding freeze illegal and
preventing itfrom beingimplemented.

OnJan. 9, the U.S. District Court for
the Southern District of New York
granted a temporary restraining order
thatpauses implementation of the Jan.
6 letter issued by the ACF, with that
order lasting for 14 days — until Jan. 23.

On Friday, Jan. 23, another U.S.
District Courtjudge extended the order
by another 14 days, through Feb. 6, to
allow for more time to consider the mo-
tion for preliminary injunction.

Prior to the extension, on Jan. 22,
Colorado U.S. Sens. Michael Bennet
and John Hickenlooper, and Colorado
U.S. Reps. Brittany Pettersen, Jason
Crow, Gabe Evans, Jeff Crank, Diana
DeGette and Joe Neguse sent a biparti-
san letter urging Department of Health
and Human Services’ Secretary Robert
F Kennedy Jr. to work with Colorado to
release over $300 million in funding for
the programs.

“These programs, CCDE TANE and
SSBG, provide essential services to
families mostin need, and we are con-
cerned they will be unfairly affected by
this decision. We respectfully urge you
to work with Colorado to ensure this
funding gets to families and commu-
nities across the state in an expedient
manner,” wrote the lawmakers.

In the letter, the lawmakers em-
phasize the importance of the fund-
ing to low-income families.

It notes CCDF funds the Colorado
Child Care Assistance Program
(CCCAP), which provides care for
more than 27,000 children across the
state. TANF funds support for more
than 50,000 children, nearly half of
whom are under the age of 6. SSBG
provides funding for prevention
and intervention services to around
14,400 kids, out-of-home place-
ments for more than 6,000 children,
and to Colorado’s Division of Child
Welfare, where they conduct more
than 30,000 child maltreatment in-
vestigations.

“In a state like Colorado, the fifth
most expensive state for childcare,
these dollars have a real effect. They
help lower costs for families and sup-
port the broader economy. This is
especially important as families have

facedrising costs over the past several
years. While we support strengthen-
ing the integrity of these programs
when needed, the Department states
in its letter, without providing evi-
dence, that Colorado has unlawfully
diverted federal resources away from
eligible families and asks the state to
implement additional accountability
requirements to improve compli-
ance. Colorado has fiscal account-
ability systems and internal controls
in place to prevent fraud and is willing
to work with the Administration to
determine if and where improve-
ments are needed. We encourage the
Department and Colorado to work
together on a path forward to restore
funding. Any lapse in funding from
these programs would have serious
consequences for many childcare
centers operating in compliance with
the updated guidance and the Colo-
rado families depending on these
programs,” conclude the lawmakers.

In a Jan. 23 fact sheet on federal
child care funding obtained by The
SUN, the Colorado Department of
Early Childhood (CDEC) estimates
that if federal funding does not
continue, the CCCAP funds will be
exhausted by Feb. 28.

The factsheetnotes 2,517 total pro-
viders participate in CCCAP.

The update states, “Should the
Administration for Children and
Families (ACF) notreimburse Colora-
do for any remaining CCDF expenses
this year, the potential shortfall could
be approximately $82 million over
the remainder of this fiscal year, and
would impact programs as soon as
February 28, 2026.”

randi@pagosasun.com

Pagosa Springs Middle School releases second-quarter honor roll

By Anjelica Gallegos
Pagosa Springs Middle School

Pagosa Springs Middle School has
released its honor roll for the second
quarter.

The following fifth-grade students
made the honor roll with a 3.5 to 3.99
cumulative GPA: Camden Ash, Logan
Candelaria, Annissa Chavez, Connor
Coleman, Xavier Escalante, Owen
Fitzgerald, Amorah Forrest, Jaymes
Gonzales, Henley Heckman, Seton
Hensle, Reed Hewitt, Kaleb Hudler,
Wynter Kirby, Shiloh Kossler, Lillie
Lemley, Keelan Lindahl, Sedona Lu-
cero, Wilma Miller, Paloma Moreno,
Addison Newsome, Everly Olliffe,
Alexis Pack, Aspen Perez, Peyton
Prestrige, Abigail Rohwer, Reyes Ru-
elas, Louie Seelan, Elliott Sheehan,
Aubree Straway, Zaylynn Thomas,
Alice Tuten, Anabella VanNess, An-
thony Villareal, Colton Wattier and

Elias Zappone.

The following fifth-grade students
made the A honor roll with a 4.0 GPA:
Logan Bristow, Everly Campbell, Mor-
gan Cole, Liam Edwards Salmeron,
Harper Flanagan and Lane Maestas.

The following sixth-grade students
made honor roll with a 3.5 to 3.99 cu-
mulative GPA: Ainsley Bracken, Henry
Cesary, Peyton Dele, Steele Forrest,
Rafe Halterman, Juniper Hertzke, Lor-
retta Hinojosa, Beatrice Iverson, Paxton
Kolhagen-Laramie, Xane Laursen,
Ziva Logacz, Evelyn Mendoza, Zaen
Mitchell, Chloe Morley, Tanner Mote,
Jaxen Nielsen, Vanessa Parker, Sierra
Rich, Paige Rogacki, Scarlett Roque,
Eleanor Samu, Grant Saylor, Kimberly
Taylor, Elise Tlachac, Max Witt and
Sedona Zissman.

The following sixth-grade students
made the A honor roll with a 4.0 GPA:
Sadie Matyniak, LeAnna Miller, Jeri
Moeller, Penelope Peck, Darla Renner

and David Smith.

The following seventh-grade stu-
dents made honor roll with a 3.5 to 3.99
cumulative GPA: Jacob Adams, Ariah
Archuleta, Taylor Cole, Mayley Evans,
Jose Granados-Gurule, Savannah
Graves, Mia Gutierrez-Calvillo, Anya
Hamby, Molly Hart, Russell Hudler,
Cora Jackson, Jaxson Koopen, Felix
Long, Christopher Martinez, Ashlynn
Mathis, Hannah Richards, Rytle Ross,
Samuel Sanchez, Riley Sanders, Tyson
Sewell, Kaiden Srery, Lillyan Vega,
Nova Wilson and Maheyla Witting.

The following seventh-grade stu-
dents made the A honor roll with a 4.0
GPA: Brooke Anderson, Grant Bliss, Ki-
ley Braun, Wyatt Buck, Chauncey For-
ster, Merick Halterman, Colle Looper,
Dylan Luna, Sage Merrill-Exton, Chase
Osborn, Kiara Patel, Delilah Powell,
Damien Turk and Hazel West.

The following eighth-grade students
made honor roll with 3.5 to 3.99 cu-

mulative GPA: Brody Baillio, Breland
Bridges, Carlie Bridges, Zander Camp-
bell, Adam Candelaria, Shiloh Degel-
man, Keaton Doughty, Gavino Dozal-
Nevarez, Jacob Freeman, Adelaide
Graham, Elijah Hanto, Miles Harris,
Maddison Hunke, Mia Lucero, Xavier
Lyman, Ari Martinez, Jazmine Mar-
tinez, Lucy Modern, Eloise Ridley,
Jaxon Sherman, Journey Sparks, Trent
Tator, Colten Ulibarri, Levi Velarde and
Jackson Werby.

The following eighth-grade students
made the A honor roll with a 4.0 GPA:
Elias Becker-Sweden, Kiana Bennett,
BayLee Bishop, Callie Carothers,
Kyleah Coss, Miles Dempster, Olivia
Diffey, Kadence Inez, Cooper Laner,
AvittLee-Shaw, Eduardo Marinelarena,
Oliver Mendoza, Finley Renner, Karlie
Rose, Neitzey Shepherd, Asher Smith,
Livia Souza, Harlee Taylor, Tuff Terra-
zas, Micah Tyler, Michael Wells, Francis
Witting and Tevye Zissman.

Fall semester Safe2Tell data shows reporting shift while critical interventions continue

Colorado Attorney General’s Office

Safe2Tell saw a decline in fall se-
mester reports compared with last
year, even as the period included
some of the highest reporting months
in the program’s history, according to
the monthly report released by the
Colorado Attorney General’s Office.

The program received 14,229 re-
ports during the fall 2025 semester,
down from 15,340 reports during the
fall 2024 semester, representing a 7.2
percent decrease year over year.

“Traditionally, Safe2Tell report-
ing has steadily increased since the
program’s launch, with the only
exception occurring during the
height of the COVID-19 pandemic,’
said Attorney General Phil Weiser.
“We will closely monitor reporting
volume as the school year progresses
to better understand reporting pat-
terns. The reports we continue to
receive show that Safe2Tell remains
a critical tool for identifying serious
safety and mental health concerns
and connecting Colorado students
with help.”

Despite the overall decrease, re-
ports submitted in December 2025
continued to result in safety and
mental health interventions across
Colorado schools.

In December 2025, a student was
reported for making repeated com-
ments about shooting teachers,
peers and themselves. Law enforce-
ment conducted a welfare check and
notified the student’s parents. The

student stated the comments were in-
tended as a joke and denied suicidal
or homicidal thoughts. The student
will remain out of school until a threat
assessment is completed.

In another report, a concern was
raised about a student engaging in
self-harm at school. A school re-
source officer conducted a welfare
check and contacted the parent, who
arranged emergency care. The school
completed a suicide risk assessment,
and the student will receive ongo-
ing mental health support from the
school counselor.

Safe2Tell received 2,216 reports in
December 2025, and false reports for
the school year remained historically
low at 1.5 percent.

The most frequently reported
concerns in December involved
school safety (17.2 percent), mental
health (16.7 percent), bullying and
harassment (14.3 percent), and sub-
stance use (10.8 percent). Duplicate
reports accounted for 12 percent of
all submissions, reflecting a healthy
reporting culture in which multiple
individuals are willing to speak up
about the same concern.

“While overall report volume de-
clined compared with last year, Sep-
tember, October and November 2025
were among the highest reporting
months in Safe2Tell’s history,” said
Safe2Tell Director Stacey Scardino.
“That tells us people continue to trust
the system and use it when serious
concerns arise, even as reporting
patterns evolve.”

Safe2Tell Colorado
(877) 542-7233

Anonymously report anything that concerns or threatens
you, your friends, your family or your community.

A full breakdown of this month’s
data is available in the Safe2Tell
December 2025 Monthly Re-
port at https://coag.gov/app/
uploads/2026/01/December-Re-
port-2025.pdf.

Definitions for each reporting
category can be found in the Saf-
e2Tell Report Categorization Guide
at https://safe2tell.org/app/up-
loads/2025/02/Monthly-Report-
Categories-English-2025.pdf.

About Safe2Tell

Safe2Tell is a statewide violence
intervention and prevention program
that allows students and commu-

punctuality.

BJ Jones and Lars Schneider, owners, have spent a
combined total of over 45 years in Pagosa Springs.

Mountain Men Disaster Mitigation is here to service
you and your family through providing quality in our
work, and being timely and efficient.

Don't forget to check your crawl spaces for standing
water. Water mixed with the normal environments
produced in a crawlspace is the perfect breeding
ground for microbial growth. We also offer sump pump
system installations and repairs as well as moisture
barriers. Call today for a free evaluation!

NATIONALLY LICENSED

nity members to anonymously report
safety concerns.

Safe2Tell is not an emergency
response unit or a mental health
service provider; it is an information
pathway that delivers anonymous
reports to local law enforcement
and school officials as required by
state law.

How to submit a report

Reports can be made 24/7 by call-
ing (877) 542-7233, visiting Safe2Tell.
org, texting “S2TCO” to 738477 or
using the Safe2Tell mobile app,
available on the Apple App Store and
Google Play.

Rotary scholarship
applications now open
for high school seniors

By Meg Wempe
Rotary Club of Pagosa Springs

Attention, high school seniors:
Ifyouneed help funding your edu-
cation, the Rotary Club of Pagosa
Springs offers scholarships that
could help make your educational
dreams a reality.

Eachyear, Rotary awards schol-
arships to deserving students, with
funding to all winners typically
exceeding $20,000 annually. Since
the program’s inception, we've
awarded an impressive $584,125 to
204 graduates — and we're excited
to continue this tradition in 2026.

These scholarships are not
limited to Pagosa Springs High
School students. They are available
to seniors from GOAL Academy,
San Juan Mountain School, home-
schooled students and those who
have earned or plan to earn their
GED by spring.

Whether you’re heading to a
four-year college, a university
or a vocational school, there’s a
scholarship opportunity for you.
Separate applications are available
for students pursuing traditional
college paths and those focusing
on vocational education.

Applications have been distrib-
uted to Pagosa Springs High
School, San Juan Mountain School
and GOAL Academy. For students

not attending these schools, ap-
plications can be emailed upon
request. The submission deadline
is4 p.m. on March 17, so start now
on your application.

Scholarship recipients are se-
lected based on arange of criteria,
including financial need, academ-
ic achievements, extracurricular
involvement, personal interviews,
letters of recommendation, a
personal essay and the quality of
their resume.

The Rotary Club of Pagosa
Springs, established in 1979, now
boasts 83 dedicated members. Our
scholarships are funded through
generous contributions from busi-
nesses, individual sponsors and
community fundraising events,
including our flagship fundraiser,
the annual Jewels and Jeans Barn
Dance.

Applications can be picked up
at Pagosa Springs High School,
San Juan Mountain School and
GOAL Academy or requested via
email to megwempe@hotmail.
com. Completed applications can
be submitted to your school or
emailed to the same address with
the subject line “Rotary Scholar-
ship” to ensure proper handling.

We’re eager to review your ap-
plications and help support your
educational journey. Don’t miss
this opportunity; apply today.

Your local news source.

Vehicle Alignment

Bring in or mention this ad for this limited
time offer. Shop supplies and tax not
included. May not be combined with any
other offer. See the friendly Pros at Piedra
Automotive for details.

Offer ends 2/26/26
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Ruts Driving
You Nuts?

Save money on gas and maximize your tire life with
a high-definition digital wheel alignment using the
latest technology from HawkEye™ and Pagosa
Springs’ most qualified technicians.

10%
OFF

Full Service
Oil & Filter Change

Bring in or mention this ad for this limited
time offer. Shop supplies and tax not
included. May not be combined with any I
other offer. See the friendly Pros at Piedra
Automotive for details.

Offer ends 2/26/26
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Winter Freeze Warning:

Close Crawlspace Vents and Learn How to
Protect Your Home on our blog. o

DISASTER

As long-time locals, we operate with small-town
hospitality without the “Pagosa-time mentality.” Your
time is as valuable as ours, so we operate with

RESTORATION
FLOOD MITIGATION
CRAWLSPACE

INSPECTIONS/

INSURED

WORK

Fire Restoration
Water Extraction

Lars Schneider
970-946-0238

Mold Remediation
Structural Drying

Smoke and Odor
Removal

BJ Jones

970-749-9028
MountainMenDM.com * mail@mountainmendm.com

LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED
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Wolverine

H Continued from front

from other populations of the species.
With the experimental population
designation, the specified population
is treated as threatened under the
[Endangered Species Act], regardless
of the species’ designation elsewhere
in its range. Treating the experimen-
tal population as threatened allows
the [USFWS] the discretion to devise
management programs and special
regulations for that population.”

Once secured, CPW has stated it
plans to translocate up to 15 wolver-
ines per winter for 3-plus years for a
total of 45 translocated individuals.

Senate Bill 24-171, passed by the
Colorado Legislature in 2024, calls for
the restoration of the species, which
CPW describes as “20- to 35-pound
weasels thatlook like small bears with
bushy tails and live in alpine areas
near treeline”

“Colorado has great unoccupied
wolverine habitat, and we have the
opportunity to conserve a species that
has been missing from our state,” said
Perry Will, who introduced the legisla-
tion while serving as a state senator.
“Our legislation provides Coloradans
with the ability to advance conserva-
tion while maintaining the manage-
ment flexibility required to restore this
species in a reasonable and efficient
manner.

Will is a former CPW area wildlife
manager who now serves as a Garfield
County commissioner.

At the Jan. 15 CPW Commission
meeting, CPW Wolverine Coordina-
tor Dr. Robert Inman noted the plan
is to “restore a piece of Colorado his-
tory,” noting wolverines were native
to Colorado, but there were 90 years of
no records of the species in the state.

He noted that in 2009 one entered
Colorado and Rocky Mountain Na-
tional Park.

Steps before

reintroduction

The plan, a CPW pressrelease notes,
is the first of four pieces to be com-
pleted.

It notes SB24-171 requires a CPW
Commission rule be established re-
garding compensation for depredation
of livestock by wolverines, with that
rule presented to the commission on
Jan. 15.

“Wolverine depredation on live-
stock is not anticipated to be signifi-
cant given the history in states where
wolverines have lived for the last five
decades, their small size, and naturally
low densities,” the press release notes.

At the Jan. 15 CPW Commission
meeting, Inman indicated he expects
at some time depredation wil occur
with sheep, but stressed the extreme
low density of the species and its small
size, as well as that wolverines are not
a significant source of mortality for
livestock elsewhere.

CPW must also establish a com-

Loan

H Continued from front
percentinterestrate for the first three
years, with about a 3.35 percent inter-
est rate for the remaining 27 years of
theloan period, an agenda document
on the matter states.

This would amount to the town
payingabout $170,000 ayear once the
interest kicks in during the 27-year
period, Dickhoff explained.

Council member Madeline Ber-
gon asked if the town could seek
future grants to help pay down the
debt early, with Dickhoff respond-
ing, “We’ll be really looking for other
opportunities, for sure,” to help pay
for the project.

Council member Brooks Lindner
asked if the town would be leading a
campaign to get the ballot measure
passed with the voters.

“We will be looking at how to best
address that so we're not breaking
any rules when getting the word out,”
Dickhoff responded.

He added, “We just wanted to let
voters know that this is moving
forward, emphasizing the 3 years
with no interest, and from the staff’s
perspective we are only going to use
what we need out of this loan.”

He noted that the town could use
it “for other improvements” if the
town doesn’t use up the entire
amount on the river recovery effort.

At the previous meeting, the
town’s financial advisor, Joey Mc-
Cliney, who described the loan as a
good deal, responded that “right now,
that flood is still fresh on everybody’s
mind. I think it would be easier to
passin the spring than itwould a year
from now.”

Mayor Shari Pierce clarified that
“each individual project” that this
money would fund would still need to
come before the council for approval
on a case-by-case basis.

Dickhoff noted that staff would
“certainly be doing that.

Bergon emphasized, “I do think
it'sreally important to recognize what
an economic driver the river corridor

munications plan that describes “how
the division will communicate to
stakeholders and boards of county
commissioners in general locations of
proposed releases of wolverines.”

The final piece is the designation of
Colorado’s wolverine population as a
“nonessential experimental popula-
tion” through a federal 10(j) rulemak-
ingprior toinitiating the reintroduction
process.

Wolverines are currently listed as a
federally protected threatened species
under the Endangered Species Act, and
the USFWS is in charge of establishing
a10(j) rule.

What’s in the plan

CPW’s plan provides a summary of
wolverine ecology, justification for
the restoration, analyses to deter-
mine how many wolverines Colorado
might eventually hold and how many
individuals should be reintroduced, a
ranking of potential source areaswhere
wolverines would be obtained, and de-
tails for how the actual translocations
might unfold.

The plan also sets benchmarks for
transitioning from the active rein-
troduction phase to the population
expansion phase, and ultimately to
the conclusion of the effort and the
removal of wolverines from the list of
state-endangered species.

“CPW has engaged numerous wol-
verine, wildlife translocation, and vet-
erinary experts to help develop a plan
thathas the best chance of success,” the
press release notes. “However, there
has never been an attempt to reintro-
duce a population of wolverines and
the effort will require attention to detail,
the ability to adapt and a commitment
to success.”

“A planned reintroduction under
the management flexibility of a 10(j)
rule would bring in about 45 wolver-
ines with a broad genetic background.
This will have a far greater chance of
establishing a robust long-term popu-
lation than a single male and female
wanderinginto Colorado, finding each
other, and producing enough young to
establish a population,” Inman said via
the press release. “Colorado and the
wolverine population will be better off
with a planned reintroduction”

The Colorado Wolverine Restora-
tion Plan calls for the translocation
of up to 15 wolverines per season for
3-plus seasons for a total of 45 translo-
cated individuals.

“The number of translocations in
any year, or overall, will depend on
capture success, continued participa-
tion by cooperators, and the degree
to which relocated animals remain
in Colorado and survive,” the press
release explains. “Therefore, annual
translocations could vary, and rein-
troductions could be extended for
additional years depending on the
outcome of initial efforts”

Inman told the commission success

is, and protecting that resource that
we have ... fornotonlyrecreation like
floating and swimming, but for fish-
ing and fish habitat, and making sure
that we are setting a good example
for those upstream and downstream
of us”

When a motion was made to ap-
prove the first reading of the ordi-

will depend on the ability to learn and
adapt, addinglater that itis alogistically
difficult approach.

Translocated wolverines will be
released into three release zones in
high mountain areas described in the
Colorado Wolverine Restoration Plan:

e North of I-70 (which includes
Rocky Mountain National Park).

« The central portion of the state
(Elk and West Elk Mountains between
1-70 and Highway 50).

« The San Juan Range in southwest
Colorado.

Suitable wolverine habitat occurs
at about 10,000 feet elevation and
above in Colorado, CPW explains in
the press release. More than 94 per-
cent of wolverine habitat is on public
land, with nearly 70 percent occurring
in federally designated wilderness,
national park, wilderness study area,
or U.S. Forest Service roadless area.

How many wolverines
can live in Colorado?

CPW believes Colorado can hold
about 100 wolverines once the popu-
lation has been established.

“Wolverines naturally exist at very
low densities wherever they are found.
Fifty to 100 wolverines may not sound
like a lot, but that is likely in the same
ballpark as the historical capacity
here in Colorado,” Inman said via the
press release. “It would also represent
about a quarter of the population
in the Lower 48 states. There never
were thousands of wolverines in the
Lower 48”

Inman told the commission that
wolverines have an extremely large
home range relative to their size, and
the animals regularly patrol the range,
versus moving through it seasonally.

Restoring wolverines to Colorado
is considered a major step toward
conserving the species in its native
range in the Lower 48, according to
the press release.

Next steps

The CPW Commission will again
hear the proposed depredation com-
pensation rule — which mimics the
long-established rule governing moun-
tain lion and black bear depredation
of livestock — at a future meeting for
final approval.

“Colorado’slivestock producers are
understandably anxious aboutanother
carnivore on public lands,” the press
release acknowledges. “However, the
utilization of the 10(j) for management
flexibility, and CPW’s commitment to
a fair depredation compensation pro-
gram will hopefully reduce the impact
of wolverine restoration on producers.”

No public comment was offered on
the matter at the January meeting.

CPWwill also continue to work with
the USFWS to establish a 10(j) rule to
“provide increased management flex-
ibility and relieve regulatory burden
on established industries in the state

nance, it was seconded and passed
unanimously by the council.

For the ordinance to appear on the
April 7 ballot, it also needs to pass
a second reading by the council,
scheduled for the next town council
meeting, which is set for 5 p.m. on
Feb. 3 at Town Hall.

derek@pagosasun.com

compared to what would otherwise
occur if wolverines made it back on
their own with full protection under
the Endangered Species Act”

“Here in Colorado we have strong
legislative support for restoring wol-
verines and the best staff for making
this plan successful, but a 10(j) rule
will be crucial to the fulfillment of the
effort,” said Acting CPW Director Laura
Clellan via the press release. “We are
asking the federal government to sup-
portourwork by utilizing a focused and
concise NEPA process to finalize a 10(j)
designation so that the state can move
forward. Once this is in place, we will
be able to work collaboratively with
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service in
restoring wolverines back to Colorado
as well as the future management of
this native species.’

The 10(j) was a key component of
the legislative process for several stake-
holder groups that are mostlikely to be
affected by wolverine restoration, the
press release notes.

“Colorado Ski Country USA en-
gaged in the rigorous stakeholding
process conducted by CPW for this
wolverine reintroduction,” said Mela-
nie Mills, president and CEO of Colo-
rado Ski Country USA. “We support
the reintroduction of wolverine with
the 10(j) rule and applaud CPW for its
commitment to conservation of this re-
markable species and doing soin away
thataddresses our industry’s concerns.’

CPW notes it will provide updates
on the public scoping/involvement
for the NEPA process associated with
the 10(j) designation as they become
available.

randi@pagosasun.com
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held before the Master Planning
Advisory Committee (MPAC) was
created.

The MPAC held its first meeting in
January 2025.

Holt commented that the MPAC
was used to share findings and get
feedback “about what else [the dis-
trict] should be looking into.”

The MPAC received the facilities
assessments and began understand-
ing “academic adequacy,” Holt noted,
and invited a demographer to look
at trends for Pagosa Springs over the
next few years.

In February 2025, the MPAC began
looking into school financing.

Holt explained that daily opera-
tions of schools are funded through
property taxes, whereas capital proj-
ects are funded through bonds,
“which are mills added to the prop-
erty for a shorter period of time, not
indefinite”

Holt noted this is when the MPAC
also began looking into the pros
and cons of building a new building
versus renovating existing buildings.

Initial assessments estimated that
the repairs required would cost
around $85 million, Holt noted.

The MPAC also discussed the
lifespan of school buildings during
its March 2025 meeting, Holt men-
tioned, adding that the middle school
buildings are over 100 years and 75
years old, and the elementary school
is over 55 years old.

Holt explained that the MPAC did
a building option activity and began
looking at a PK-8 building option “be-
cause we were looking at two build-
ings that were in great need of repair.”

During the April 2025 MPAC meet-
ing the group suggested to the BoE
consider a PK-8 model, “rather than
building two separate facilities,
combine them into one facility,” Holt
said, noting that would provide an
estimated $20 million in savings.

“It seemed like that was a fiscally
responsible thing to do,” Holt said.

He also commented that PK-8
school models are “very efficient
and effective,” and are a good way to
deliver education.

“Any time you can eliminate a
transition into one building into
another, that helps students out,”
he said.

Early site data was gathered in
April 2025 and the MPAC then began
looking into pursuing a Building Ex-
cellent Schools Today (BEST) grant.

The district then conducted a
community poll over the summer of
2025, working with Hansen Commu-
nications and New Bridge Strategies,
“to see what people would tolerate in
terms of bonds,” Holt explained.

He further explained that early
estimates indicated that a new PK-8
building would cost around $123 mil-
lion, and at that time poll responses
were “nominal,” with about 53 per-
cent of respondents indicating they
would supportabond, “even with the
whole amount.”

Holtalso indicated that, according
to the poll responses, once informed
about the possibility of a BEST grant
funding up to 45 percent of the proj-
ect, people were asked if they would
support a bond, “and that number
jumped up significantly.”

Holt explained that became criti-
cal and is why the BoE needed to pick
a location, “so we can get after this
BEST grant”

The MPAC reconvened in August
2025, with the group reviewing the
poll results and starting to look more
in depth at site analysis of the two lo-
cations, looking at safety and security,
as well as traffic concerns.

Holt explained that a professional
presentation was given on safety
and security of both locations and
that what the district needs to be
concerned with is “about traffic flow.”

“That’s where most accidents on
campus happen, from car collisions,’
Holt added.

Holt then explained that the dis-
trict contracted with SGM Engineer-
ing to conduct further site analysis to
look at things like soil composition,
utilities, drainage and wildlife.

The BoE held two listening ses-
sions in December 2025, one for
community members and one for
ASD staff.

Holt praised the work done by the
MPAC, BoE and other community
members who got involved with the
process and provided input.

“It felt good to have people show
up and express their concerns and
their interests,” he said.

Holt also spoke about how choos-
ing a site has been a difficult decision,
but that his hope is that “everyone will
be able to get behind what initially
drove this, which is, our kids need
high-quality places to learn and to
be”

BoE comments

Prior to voting on the matter, each
BoE member commented on how
they were basing their decision.

BoE member David Iverson was
the first to comment, describing the
process as being “kind of a roller-
coaster,” but commended the trans-
parency and community engagement
that was involved.

Iverson noted the seven criteria in
which the board developed to guide
its decision as the driver of the whole
process.

“Anything would be a bigupgrade
to what we have,” Iverson said, ex-
plaining that he had some security
concerns with the high school site
with teen drivers being around
younger students.

Iverson noted that the Vista site
offers more space to design drop-off
and traffic patterns.

Iverson commented that those
could potentially be mitigated at the
high school site, but would still be a
concern for him.

He also spoke about evacuation
concerns at the high school site, not-
ing that “isn’t really solvable.”

Iverson commented on the BoE’s
criteria of being fiscally responsible
with its decision, noting that at the
Vista site the district would essen-
tially end up with “more for less,’
explaining the high school site “is
more expensive.’

As for providing high-quality
learning, Iverson noted that could
be achieved at either location, but
noted that feedback from district
administrators almost unanimously
favored the Vista site.

Iverson went on to mention that
he leaned toward the Vista site in
regard to the district’s flexibility for
the future, “with the high school site
being pretty much completely full”

Iverson also commented that the
project has “obviously gotta be sup-
ported by the community,” acknowl-
edging the community sentiment
around the schools being located
downtown.

He explained thatinitially the high
school site makes sense, but that after
working through the trade-offs that
would be caused, “then it starts to not
be so clear anymore.

When considering access to after-
school activities, Iverson explained
that the high school site offers more
with its proximity to parks and other
resources, but noted that the school
would be more than a mile away from
the downtown area if it were built on
the high school property.

He suggested that the district
could facilitate transportation with
buses running downtown from the
Vista site.

“I don’t think we’re gonna ...
abandon the downtown,” he said.

BoE member Amanda Schick
spoke next, prefacing her comments
by stating, “ultimately my vote is
for a school — unanimously for a
school”

Schick explained that the two sites
prioritize different things and, based
on conversations she had with com-
munity members, “the biggest risk is
in the limitation of our collaboration”

She further explained that when
thinking about which site prioritizes
the students, she leans heavily into
the “community cohesion” of the
downtown site.

Schick added that she believes
schools are “civic anchors,” noting
that building the high school campus
downtown was intentional.

“My priorities align more with the
... downtown location,” she said.

BoE member Butch Mackey com-
mented that the most important
thing for the district is to provide
safe, high-quality learning spaces
for its students, along with being fis-
cally responsible as the second most
important thing.

“And it does cost more to build
downtown, and that’s a huge concern
to me,” Mackey said.

He explained that the district has
other needs as well, and the extra
money spent to build a school at the
downtown location would take away
the district’s ability to address its
other needs.

“And that’s a concern to me, huge
concern,” Mackey reiterated.

Mackey also acknowledged the
community sentiment of keeping the
schools downtown and that it’s been
expressed to him that Pagosa Springs
is downtown, “but Pagosa Lakes is
Pagosa Springs, too.”

He also mentioned either location
would be controversial to someone,
but encouraged everyone to “get on
board with getting an appropriate
facility for our students.”

Mackey commented that the exist-
ing buildings are no longer suitable
for the district and that “it’s time to
do something new.

BoE member Tim Taylor noted
that the high school location “is not
truly downtown,” but rather at the
southern edge of town limits, more
than a mile away from the downtown
area of Pagosa Springs and is “sub-
stantially” different from the current
middle school location.

Taylor noted that because of this,

either site would have an “equivalent”
effect on the downtown economy.

Taylor also mentioned that a posi-
tive attribution of the high school site
is the support of the community for
thatlocation, noting there has been a
“clear preference” for the high school
site expressed by those who have
spoken at meetings.

“We all know that proximity,” he
added, in reference to parks, trails
and other downtown amenities for
students to utilize after school.

Taylor then expressed multiple
“major concerns” with the high
school site, with No. 1 being the
“sheer population” of students and
staff that would be placed on the high
school site.

Taylor noted that the current high
school has a population of roughly
600 and that adding the PK-8 school
would make for a total of roughly
1,600 students and staff, adding that
it would be “crowded from the start”

The second major issue discussed
by Taylor had to do with traffic con-
gestion concerns, noting the school
would “almost certainly overwhelm”
the throughways of the downtown
area.

Taylor commented that work-
arounds could be considered and
that he looked into this issue in-
depth, “and I just didn’t find a very
good solution.”

Another issue brought up by Tay-
lor had to do with safety and security
at the high school site, referencing
concerns raised by Pagosa Springs
Police Chief Bill Rockensock, calling
it a “target-rich environment” with a
greater risk of accidents simply with
the higher number of people and cars
in the area.

Taylor also commented on theloss
of field space that would come with
building at the high school site, not-
ing the district would be immediately
at capacity with its athletic fields.

Taylor then mentioned that a new
wastewater treatment plant is being
planned in the area, noting that is
“certainly not an attribute.”

Taylor mentioned that potential
conflicts between younger and older
students was a concern raised by
district staff.

“This concern was voiced by sev-
eral of our district administrators,”
he said.

Taylor also noted that with a two-
year-long construction timeline,
building at the high school site would
disrupt more students.

He explained that he initially
wanted the high school site to work.

“Although the high school site is
attractive for several reasons, in my
assessment, it’s not the most prudent
option,” he said.

Taylor also provided his analysis
of the Vista site, noting that he in-
ferred from local law enforcement
that they’ve expressed a clear prefer-
ence for the uptown site.

Taylor commented on the uptown
site being fiscally responsible, noting
that it would provide approximately
$6.4 million, or 5 percent, in savings,
and how those savings could be used
for other needs the district has such
as renovating the high school base-
ball field and expanding San Juan
Mountain School.

Taylor also expressed that in his
own accounts, he’s rarely seen el-
ementary to middle school aged kids
taking advantage of downtown parks
after school.

He explained that if the district
were to choose the uptown location,
he felt it'd be incumbent upon the
district to provide transportation
downtown for after-school activi-
ties.

Taylor also referenced an email he
received that states, “This process
is challenging ... often the loudest
voices represent only a small portion
of the community” and that the dis-
trict rarely hears from parents in the
Hatcher, Vista and Trails neighbor-
hoods where many families live, and
that many kids do not participate in
after-school activities and simply just
go home after school.

“Broadening access and increas-
ing participation is what truly serves
kids, not simply making things more
convenient for those already in-
volved,” Taylor read.

Taylor also mentioned that all
eight of the ASD’s administrators
have expressed a strong preference
for the uptown location, referencing
a note from one administrator that
said, “Please don’t pin us in,” in refer-
ence to the high school site.

Lynch was thelast to provide com-
ments on the matter, explaining that
initially he wanted the new school to
be built at the downtown high school
location.

Lynch mentioned thathe attended
Pagosa schools and that his family
has been deeply rooted in Pagosa
Springs since the 1800s.

Lynch noted that he kept asking
himself how the district could make
the new PK-8 building work at the
high school site.

“That’swhat Iwanted,” Lynch said.

He explained that after receiving
data and site analysis, it got harder
to “square the idea” of how much
money the district would spend and
what it would get out of the down-
town location, and the secondary
effects of that decision.

Lynch explained that he ap-
proached the decision by first con-
sidering the school itself, noting the
building would be identical at either
site and that the Vista location would
be several million dollars cheaper.

He then considered what would
be available right outside of the
school building for student athletics
and play spaces.

Lynch explained thatif the district
were to build at the high school it
would not improve its field acces-
sibility.

“We’re short on space now,” he
said.

Lynch explained the third thing he
considered were the “ancillaries”
around the school, noting the high
school location is “better” in that re-
gard, but mentioned that the district
could potentially compensate for that
by offering bus services downtown
form the Vista site.

“I think we can,” he said.

When working through the “trade-
offs” of building at the downtown
location, Lynch mentioned that he
“started shifting” in his thinking, and
that the Vista site would be better for
students.

Lynch then spoke about how the
Town of Pagosa Springs is planning
on building a wastewater treatment
plant at Yamaguchi Park South, ex-
plaining that it'd be hard for him to
backthat decision “knowing full well”
about the town’s plans.

Lynch also noted that the district’s
other needs, such as expanding the
San Juan Mountain School and add-
ing a gym at the high school, could
be accomplished with money saved
from building the new PK-8 campus
uptown.

“All of us need to chip in, pay our
fair share and have better facilities
for our kids, then Thope we can come
together around that,” Lynch said.

Taylor then motioned for the dis-
trict to select the Vista site uptown
for a new PK-8 building, which was
seconded by Mackey.

Prior to voting on the matter, more
discussion was held, with Schick
explaining that she did not think
younger students being near high
school students was a legitimate
concern.

“I do not think that that is a valid
point to hold there,” she said.

Schick also acknowledged that the
reasons for building at the Vista site
hold merit, and that the site does
present some strengths, though she
noted the only polling the district did
reflected the community was slightly
in favor of the high school site.

The motion was then approved by
a split vote of 4-1.

Next steps

According to ASD'’s press release,
the next district will apply for a BEST
grant in March.

“If awarded, the grant would re-
quire a local match, typically around
50% of the total project cost. While
school districts receive annual fund-
ing from the Colorado Department
of Education to support general
operating expenses such as staffing,
classroom resources, transportation,
and day-to-day maintenance, major
facility construction and renovation
projects require separate funding
sources. Local match funding is
typically generated through a voter-
approved bond, a one-time property
tax-based investment dedicated to
capital improvements. ASD currently
has no existing bond debt; the dis-
trict’s last bond supported construc-
tion of the high school in 1996 and
was fully paid off in December 2020,
the press release states.

clayton@pagosasun.com
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Joint commiittee to review tourism board agreement

By Derek Kutzer and
Clayton Chaney
Staff Writers

At a joint meeting between the
Pagosa Springs Town Council and the
Archuleta County Board of County
Commissioners (BoCC) on Jan. 26,
Commissioner John Ranson request-
ed that both entities look at changing
language in their agreement concern-
ing the Pagosa Springs Area Tourism
Board so that the county is not poten-
tially liable for how the tourism board
spends its money.

Ranson suggested that “issues
have arisen” since the agreement was
amended in 2025, adding that “there
just needs to be some clean up in the
language” of the agreement.

Ranson explained that his con-
cern about the agreement stemmed
from what he interpreted as tak-
ing “away county oversight” of the
tourism board, and that the county
needs “to protect” itself by putting
a “tighter review and control” over
the board.

When pressed by the council and
the other commissioners to offer
specific examples of how the county
might be legally liable for how the
tourism board conducts its busi-
ness under the current agreement,
Ranson declined to offer specifics on
the matter.

The tourism is an advisory com-
mittee to the town council and BoCC.

“The purpose of the tourism board
is to make specific recommendations
relative to expenditures of the 4.9%

Regulations

M Continued from front

plied by other lawful method, and
that sanitation must comply with an
approved waste disposal plan through
a permitted septic, public sewer, com-
posting toilet or approved bag-style
system.

Ryan noted that properties must
also be in compliance with zoning
setbacks and standards, and be able
to demonstrate legal access for emer-
gency services.

The other RV permit discussed was
the “five-year utility connected RV oc-
cupancy permit, which would allow
long-term residential occupancy of an
RV for up to five years when connected
to approved permanent utilities,” ac-
cording to Ryan’s proposed changes.

Discussion amongst the planning
commissioners expressed that the
five-year length for this permit may be
too long, with planning commissioner
Peter Beaudry suggesting that four
years is adequate time for residents to
make improvements to their property.

Ryan’s original proposed changes
note that a renewal of the five-year
permit would require reinspection of
utility and continued compliance.

The proposed changes also include
general provisions that either one TUP
or one long-term RV permit may be
issued for parcels less than three acres
in size, with larger parcels having a
maximum of any two RV permits.

“Those requirements are what we
have in our checklists currently,” Ryan
said, explaining that she mirrored the
county’s current TUP checklist.

Multiple public comments were
given on the matter prior to the plan-
ning commission making recom-
mended changes to the proposed
amendments and voting on a motion.

The first commenter asked if the
five-year permit could be renewed
indefinitely, suggesting there should
be a requirement that a septic system
be installed within a certain amount of
time, claiming there are someresidents
who dump gray water directly into the
ground.

He also commented on the regula-
tion of the number of permitted RVs
allowed on a property, stating, “That
regulation hasnot been enforced atall”

The commenter also mentioned
how it is “unfair” for people to live in
RVs indefinitely without proper per-
mitting while others have to pay for
permits.

“Seems like there’s just a double
standard in this county,” he said.

Another commenter stated, “I am
against this as it’s written today,” ex-
plaining that this is not a long-term
solution and that the permits should
have a timeframe “to keep things mov-
ingforward in theright direction for the
community to hopefully have houses at
some point.”

He also mentioned that “RVs aren’t
meant to be lived in permanently.”

The nextcommenter mentioned the
BoCC recently turned down a tiny
home village project.

“I'm blown away that we're gonna
let people live in RVs for five years
when our commissioners turned down
a tiny home village,” he said, noting
that people can’t put in mobile homes
in groupings in “our vast county” for
people to live in an actual structure,
but the county will give permission to
live in something “that is not suitable
to live in”

Lodging Tax in Town and the 2%
Lodging Tax in the County,” explains
the town’s website.

The website adds, “The Tourism
Board shall ensure that all requests
for funding from the Town’s Lodg-
ing Tax revenues meet the criteria
established by Section 16.4.11 of the
Town of Pagosa Springs Municipal
Code. The board has nine members,
five appointed by various boards and
four at-large seats.”

At the joint meeting, Ranson pro-
posed “to look at heading down a
path to clean up” the language in the
joint agreement with the tourism
board, saying the county does “not
need liability if we don’t have over-
sight” of the board.

Mayor Shari Pierce suggested
that she thought the language was
pretty clear in the agreement that
the county’s funding contributions
to the tourism board could only be
spent on “marketing and advertis-
ing,” and that both the town and
county had this “differentiated in
their budgets.”

However, she stated that she’d be
willing to “look more into” what
Ranson’s concerns were about with
the current agreement.

For its part, the town is allowed to
fund tourism projects beyond mar-
keting and advertising for tourism,
whereas the county’s money can only
be spent on these two things.

Commissioner Warren Brown said
that he’d also be willing to look into
the matter, adding, “I want to be able
to have the answers when a constitu-

“It’s just wrong. We're taking the
wrong approach,” he added.

The commenter clarified that he is
“all in favor” of people living in RVs
and approving the proposed LUR
amendments, but stated, “It’s wrong
what we're doing and what we need to
do is allow mobile homes in our com-
munity,” alongwith allowing additional
dwellings on parcels.

He then referenced a downtown
property within town limits that is
one-sixth of an acre in size and has four
dwelling units on it.

“And we love it he said, “But the
county has this mindset that, ‘Oh this
millionaire has a big parcel here, sowe
can’t let mobile homes be over here,
and that’s wrong; that’s totally wrong
for our community.”

Ryan explained that the county also
has recreational use in its LUR, and a
temporary use permit for those living
in an RV while building a house.

She also explained that allowing
different types of waste disposal for
the 180-day permit requires photos or
receipts, proving the residentis “dump-
ing legitimately””

In response to a question from the
planning commission, Ryan explained
that two types of RV permits were being
proposed: the 180 day and the five year.

Ryan further explained that the
resolution initially allowing the 180-day
RV permitwas extended one time with
an expiration on the actual resolution,
which was last summer.

“It just was never renewed,” she
said.

County Attorney Cathleen Giovan-
nini explained that people were ap-
proaching the county for the 180-day
RV permit but had a proper septic
system and electrical system installed,
adding thatis where the suggestion ofa
morelong-term solution like afive-year
permit stemmed from.

County Manager Longinos Gonza-
lez commented that “everybody’s
technically out of compliance because
the extension had expired”

Planning commissioner Mont
McAllister indicated that “we need to
have an end” for the number of times
the 180-day and five-year permits
could be issued.

Beaudry commented that the reso-
lution was “just to be a temporary so-

ent asks a reasonable question.”

Both entities, Brown added,
should “make sure” that the agree-
ment with the tourism board “is the
best product” possible.

“I'min need of more information,”
Council member Brooks Lindner
said, adding, “This is the first I've
heard of any of this”

Pierce suggested that a small com-
mittee made up of town and county
staffand elected officials get together
to consider Ranson’s concerns.

Commissioner Veronica Medina,
noted “we had a committee already”
when the agreement was amended.

Medina noted that the agreement
was brought before both the council
and BoCC for approval and that both
entities approved the agreement the
original committee drafted.

She suggested that if “any one of
us” had problems with the language
of the agreement, they should have
stepped forward to address the issue
before it was approved.

She asked, “If we already approved
the document, what'’s the problem?
Did we not read it?”

Ultimately, it was decided that a
joint committee, made up of town
and county representatives, would
get together to review Ranson’s
concerns about the potential legal
liabilities for the county under the
current language of the agreement.

Other news

During the tourism board’s regu-
lar meeting on Jan. 14, Shane Prince
was unanimously voted as the chair

lution,” noting he had a “big problem”
with the five-year length permit.

Planning commissioner Peter
Vecvangs commented, “I don’t see
why you should be restricted on your
choice ofliving,” noting there is nothing
in the code that says residents have to
build a house.

He explained that people live in all
kinds of different structures and that
if someone goes through the process
of improving their land with proper
septic and electrical systems, “then it’s
your property.”

He added that there will always be
people who push limits orignore rules,
but that does not mean the county
should in turn limit other people.

McAllister noted that the goal is to
get somethingin place to allow people
who are currently living in RVs under
the expired resolution to continue
doing so.

Vecvangs then asked if adding this
language and approving the proposed
amendments is something the com-
mission wants to do given that it might
“all be thrown out the window” under
new LURs, planning and building
codes that the county is planning on
revising.

The planning commissioners then
discussed the possibility of recom-
mending that the BoCC renew the
expired resolution.

“Instead of adding in all this new
verbiage and new terms for something
that might not stick with the new com-
munity plan,” Vecvangs added.

Gonzalez commented that there are
residents who have installed septic
systems, and simply renewing the
expired resolution would leave those
folks in the same situation, noting
that the BoCC expressed a desire to
address that.

Giovannini commented that be-
cause theresolution is expired, there is
no obligation for the county to inspect
properties and that if the county were
to wait until the new community plan
is drafted, “likely” by the end of 2026,
it leaves the situation without any su-
pervision of waste disposal, which she
described as “problematic”

Beaudry suggested the planning
commission recommend to the BoCC
to renew the resolution and add in
language that addresses those with
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ofthe board, with AmyJohnson being
unanimously approved as vice chair
and Austin Marchand unanimously
approved as second vice chair.

After being voted as the board
chair, Prince reviewed the conflict of
interests section of the intergovern-
mental agreement between the town
and county.

“Ifaboard member has a financial
or personal conflict of interest with
a vote, they must state their conflict
at the beginning of the meeting in
advance of the discussion and they
mustrecuse themselves ... both from
the discussion and vote in the man-
ner,” Prince said.

Prince also provided comments
during his chair report, reminding
the board that “we are merely an
advisory board””

He explained that, as an advisory
board, “we don’t make a final deci-
sion,” and that is ultimately up to the
BoCC and town council.

Prince also urged the tourism
board that 2025 is “behind us” and
that in 2026, “we need to get back to
our core standards of understanding
exactly what our torch is.”

He noted that, as an advisory
board, the tourism board does not
have a fiduciary responsibility with
the budget.

“But I want us to all understand
kind of the stance that this board is
— we are here to make recommen-
dations as experts within the field of
tourism ... but the executive director
is the one that reports directly to the
town manager,” he added.

proper septic systems be required to
renew their permit every 18 months or
every two years.

Gonzalez explained that based on
his discussion with the BoCC, its desire
is to address the situation through the
land use code rather than a resolution,
as going through the code would be a
“more formal proper way of doing it”

Vecvangs expressed disagreement
with the proposed change from the
planning commission that the RV
permits could not be renewed after a
certain amount of time as his reason
for not voting to approve the recom-
mendation.

clayton@pagosasun.com

Let us help you make your floors comfy and
water resistant for after you play in the snow!
Stop in today and browse our wide selection

The Tile & Carpet Store

M-F 8-4:30 - (970) 731-5282
204 Bastille Dr. (N.Pagosa Blvd, Left at Bastille Dr.)

\ W4

TRY SOME OF OUR DELICIOUS

Prime Steaks
Seafood - Pastas « Subs
Wraps & Salads
Full Bar & Extensive Wine List
Homemade Key Lime Pie

New Lunch

éat b o Take Qub

Open Tue-Sat
11 am-9 pm

Call Today to Reserve
Our Private Gondola

970.398.2409

2151 Eagle Drive | cityhallcafe.co | 970.398.2409

Looking to Buy or Sell?

Call one of our professional agents today!

While viewing this home,
imagine yourself sitting
on the wrap around deck
enjoying your morning
beverage and taking in
the stunning wintry views.
Discover an exceptional
single-level  home in
the prestigious Ranch
Community, nestled on a
sprawling acre-plus lot.
Meticulously crafted with
every detail in mind, this

extraordinary retreat. MLS# 826768

MLS #822945
2 Bed, 2 Bath, 2,073 sq foot house on 36.44 acres.
Navajo River Ranch has 2 private entrances into the
forest. This home has wonderful views of the San
Juan Mountain Range and great decks. 2 tributaries
come together to form a seasonal creek called Oil
Well Creek on the property.
To tour this home go to: https://tinyurl.
com/1001SoaringEagleCourt

Price Reduced

Own Your Own Colorado Land!
30 High Drive, MLS # 794628, $55,900

Shellie Hogue
REALTOR", BROKER
(:970.759.8109
ShellieCHogue@gmail.com
www.shelliehogue.com

240 Glade Drive « $1,055,000

residence exudes quality and sophistication. The thoughtful design features three spacious bedrooms and
two bathrooms, seamlessly integrated with an open-concept kitchen, dining, and living area—perfect for
modern living and entertaining. A dual-sided gas fireplace, connecting the living room and primary suite,
creates a warm, inviting ambiance for cool evenings. Step outside to the expansive covered deck, complete
with a private hot tub, ideal for relaxing while soaking in breathtaking sunsets. Positioned at the end of a
tranquil road, this home offers serenity and convenience, with Lake Pagosa just a short stroll away and a
premier golf course nearby. Properties of this caliber are rare—don't miss the opportunity to own this

To tour this home go to:
https://pspixeltree.com/240-Glade-Dr

1001 Soaring Eagle Court 1231 Ranchland Drive
$899,000 $290,000

MLS #829827
40 acres qualifying for Forest Service Ag, has had
significant fire mitigation done and property taxes
are under $200 per year. Borders Ute Indian Reser-
vation and has multiple build areas close to power.
Single car garage, 3-room bunkhouse, 1200-gallon
cistern, 2 wood burning stoves and 2 propane heat-
ers. Solar panels power the bunkhouse functions,
pump and lights. Garage accommodates a 22" RV-
Pricing does not include the well on the property.
To tour this home go to: https://pspixeltree.
com/1231-Ranchland-Dr

Michael Averette Gail Brault Barbara Swindlehurst
REALTOR®, Broker Associate ~ REALTOR®, Broker Associate ~ REALTOR", BROKER/ OWNER
(: (205) 393-0699 (:970.946.2051 (:303.618.7423

Serving San Luis Valley

Michael.Averette@gmail.com  GailBrault1957@gmail.com

33 Fawn Court
$875,000

MLS #824532
This meticulously cared for log cabin, near Lake For-
est, spans 2,732 square feet, featuring 4 bedrooms
and 3.5 bathrooms. Covered deck, backyard patio,
stunning mountain views. Open floor plan, modern
kitchen. Primary bedroom/bathroom located on the
main floor. 2-car garage connects through the laun-
dry area. Upstairs has two bedrooms/full bathroom,
while the lower level offers versatile space plus a
fourth bedroom with a full bath nearby.
To tour this home go to: https://pspixeltree.
com/33-Fawn-(t

109 Carol’s Curves
$230,000

MLS #824583
The mobile home portion of this residence is 500
square feet. 1304 square feet is stick built. There
is also a small cabin built in 1993, 576 square feet
with bath and studio kitchen. The 1.2 acres is par-
tially fenced for dogs and the acreage is all usable.
The house has large picture windows with very nice
views. There are 3 outbuildings, the septic has been
inspected.
To tour this home go to: https://pspixeltree.
com/109-Carols-Curves

Barbara@
MountainMeadowRealEstate.com

409 Lewis Street | P.O. Box 3850 | Pagosa Springs, CO 81147

MountainMeadowRealEstate.info - office: 970.264.6673
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Sports

SWIMMING

Lady Pirates log personal bests, break school record at Gunnison meet

By Jack Sellner
Staff Writer

The Pagosa Springs High School
Lady Pirate swim team competed in

the Gunnison Cowboy Invite on Fri-
day, Jan. 23, with the coach indicating
the teams’ work is paying off.

“We had an amazing meetin Gun-
nison,” wrote coach Heather Miller in

an email to The SUN. “The little bit of
sprint work we did last week really
paid off with the majority of swims
resulting in best times.”

The girls competed in 11 events

Photo courtesy Heather Miller

Isabela Forster swims the backstroke at the Gunnison Cowboy Invite on Jan. 23. Forster placed sixth with a
personal best time of 2:02.97 after dropping more than 16 seconds in the 100-yard backstroke.

WRESTLING

Photo courtesy Ashli Stretton

Lady Pirate Kyley Matyniak pins her opponent during the team’s dual with Bayfield on Jan. 22.

Lady Pirates win home dual against
Bayfield, place fourth in Ignacio

By Jack Sellner
Staff Writer

The Pagosa Springs girls wrestling
team had a busy week, first hosting
Bayfield for a dual, then traveling to
Ignacio for the Butch Melton Invi-
tational, where Lady Pirate Laykyn
Baxstrom received a special award.

The Lady Pirates defeated the
Wolverines 36-24 on Thursday, Jan.
22, in their home dual.

At 105 pounds, Bella Jackson won
by forfeit. Madisen Stretton pinned
her opponent after one minute
and 59 seconds while wrestling at
110 pounds. At 115 pounds, Sarah
Thomas won by forfeit. Kelsey Ma-
tyniak was pinned after 21 seconds
at 120 pounds. Corrina Galabota
won by forfeit at 125 pounds. Kyley
Matyniak pinned her opponent after
1:26 at 130 pounds. Audrina Smith
was pinned after 1:28 while wrestling

at 135 pounds. Laykyn Baxstrom
won by forfeit while wrestling at 190
pounds.

“Pagosa Springs girls had another
successful outing,” coach Dan
Janowsky highlights in an email to
The SUN.

On Saturday, Jan. 24, the Lady
Pirates traveled to Ignacio for the
Butch Melton Invitational, where
they placed fourth out of nine teams.
M See Wrestling A11

over the course of the meet, with sev-
eral swimmers swimming personal
best times.

The first event of the meet was the
200-yard medley relay. The Lady
Pirate team of Marlowe Hedgecock,
Leah Blackman, Chloe Gantt and
Gianna Shaeffer finished second with
atime of two minutes, 22.83 seconds.
The team of Grace Cram, Ruby Snell,
Angela Gomez and Leilani Snell fin-
ished fourth with a time of 2:41.22.
The team of Shantee Murphy, Avery
Book, Kaillen Taylor and Isabela
Forster finished fifth with a time of
3:25.33. Another Lady Pirate team
was disqualified.

The 200-yard freestyle was the next
event, and the Lady Pirates had three
swimmers compete. Gantt took first
place at the meet with a 2:24.87.
Ruby Snell dropped more than 11
seconds and placed third with a time
0f2:59.73. Leilani placed fourth with
a time of 3:01.98.

Four swimmers competed in the
next event, the 200-yard individual
medley. Cram placed second, drop-
ping more than four seconds for
a personal best time of 3:18.35.
Hedgecock was the next Lady Pirate
to finish, placing third with a time of
3:20.60. Gomez dropped more than
three seconds, swimming a personal
best 3:27.76 and placing fourth. Lucia
Rivera was disqualified.

The 50-yard freestyle was next,
with 11 swimmers competing for the
Lady Pirates.

Shaeffer dropped 0.04 seconds,
swimming a personal best 31.86 and
placing third. Blackman dropped
0.72 seconds, swimming a personal
best 32.88 and placing fifth. Kailey
Vincent dropped more than two
seconds, swimming a personal best
34.42 and placing sixth. Cheyenne
Trujillo dropped 1.03 seconds, swim-
ming a personal best 35.39 and plac-

ing eighth. Brooklyn Trujillo swam
a 36.59 and placed ninth. Murphy
placed 11th, swimming a personal
best 37.41 after dropping more than
4 seconds. Book swam a 38.18 and
placed 12th. Angelique Buffum swam
a 38.74 and placed 13th. Forster
dropped 0.78 seconds, swimming a
personal best 38.93 and placing 14th.
Arya Patel dropped 0.22 seconds,
swimming a 44.95 and placing 17th.
Taylor swam a 1:03.43 and placed
20th.

Hedgecock was the only Lady
Pirate to compete in the 100-yard
butterfly. She dropped 3.32 seconds,
swimming a personal best 1:36.74
and placing fourth overall at the meet.

Six swimmers swam the 100-yard
freestyle. Murphy dropped more than
30 seconds and swam a personal best
1:22.42. She placed fourth at the meet.
Cheyenne Trujillo dropped 0.07 sec-
onds, swam a personal best 1:28.39
and placed sixth. Rivera placed
seventh, swimming a 1:32.31. Patel
dropped more than nine seconds,
swimming her personal best time of
1:41.93 and placing ninth. Buffum
placed 10th after swimminga 1:45.61.
Taylor placed 11th after swimming a
2:24.86.

The 500-yard freestyle was swam
by six Lady Pirates. Gantt dropped
5.61 seconds and swam a personal
best 6:32.49. This time was good
enough for not only a second place
finish, but a Pagosa Springs High
School record.

“There are numerous highlights of
the meet but the biggest is having a 6
year old team record broken in the
500 Free by Chloe Gantt, she broke
the record by over 2 seconds,” wrote
Miller.

Cram was the next Lady Pirate to
finish, swimming a 7:25.37 and plac-
ing third at the meet. Gomez swam
a 8:02.43 and placed fourth. Vincent

dropped more than 50 seconds,
swimming a personal best 8:51.70
and placing sixth. Brooklyn Tru-
jillo dropped 2.25 seconds, swam
a personal best 8:53.85 and placed
seventh. Book swam a 9:01.89 and
placed eighth.

The Lady Pirates had two teams
compete in the 200-yard free relay.
The team of Leilani Snell, Ruby
Snell, Blackman and Gomez placed
second with a time of 2:17.06. The
team of Rivera, Buffum, Patel and
Murphy placed fourth with a time
of 2:39.95.

Ruby Snell and Forster were the
only two swimmers who competed in
the 100-yard backstroke for the Lady
Pirates. Ruby Snell placed fourth with
a personal best time of 1:30.07 after
dropping 2.24. Forster placed sixth
with a personal best time of 2:02.97
after dropping more than 16 seconds.

Three Lady Pirates competed in
the 100-yard breaststroke. Shaeffer
placed second with a personal best
time of 1:25.71, dropping 1.48 sec-
onds. Blackman swam a 1:30.06 and
placed third. Leilani Snell swam a
1:46.90 and placed fifth.

The final event of the night was the
400-yard freestyle relay. The Lady
Pirate team of Hedgecock, Cram,
Shaeffer and Gantt placed first with a
time of 4:58.94. The team of Vincent,
Brooklyn Trujillo, Cheyenne Trujillo
and Book placed third with a time of
5:54.65.

The Lady Pirates have two meets
this weekend, both in Durango. The
first starts at 4:30 p.m. on Friday, Jan.
30. The second starts at 10 a.m. on
Saturday, Jan. 31.

“For the meets in Durango our
main focus is working on speed and
maintaining good stroke technique,
we will also work on starts and turns
this week,” wrote Miller.

Jjsellner@orourkemediagroup.com
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30,000 copies of the award-winning
Pagosa Springs Official Visitor Guide™ will
be printed and distributed at Walmart,
The Springs Resort, Wyndham, Pagosa
Springs Area Visitor Center, many other
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SPRINGS
OFFICIAL VISITOR GUIDFEREE
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Pirates defeat Mean Moose, fall to Panthers

By Jack Sellner
Staff Writer

The Pagosa Springs High School
Pirate basketball team went 1-1 over
the last week, moving to 5-8 overall
on the season and sitting as the No. 36
team in Colorado 4A boys’ basketball.

The Pirates started the week off on
the road against the Alamosa Mean
Moose on Friday, Jan. 23, with the
Pirates coming home with the 56-44
win.

“It was tough to play at Alamosa,
butwe really were able to kind oflimit
them using our press and create some
turnovers, giving ourselves a chance
to win,” said coach Brandon Forster.
“So, it was a good win for us.”

The Pirates jumped out to a 15-6
lead after the first quarter. They best-
ed Alamosa in the second quarter as
well, extending theirlead to 10 at half.

The Mean Moose came out of
halftime and scored 16 in the third
quarter and reclaimed some life in
the game due to a lack of execution
at times from the Pirates, explained
Forster.

The Pirates were able to hold on,
outscoring the Mean Moose 13-10in
the fourth quarter and winning by 12.

The Mean Moose, who are the No.
38 team, are now 6-8 on the season.

Creede Dozier led the team with
17 points, Jeremiah Jones had 14 and
Ty Richey finished with 10. Jayton
Ross added seven, Bode Hubbard
had six and Duke Ketchum scored
two points to round out the scoring.

The Pirates pulled down 27 total
rebounds, led by Ketchum’s eight.
Richey logged seven, Jones tallied
six, and the Pirates saw two each from
Hubbard, Dozier and Jerry Dean.

As a team the Pirates shot 49 per-
cent from the field, 11 percent from
the 3-point line and 65 percent from
the foul line. They assisted on 10 of
their 19 made field goals, and finished
with 27 rebounds, 10 steals and 18
turnovers.

“[We] kind of gave up some points
and let them get some life,” said For-
ster. “But, it was good for us in learn-
ing how to, when teams are coming
back, keep the lead and what do we
need to do in order to win?”

The Pirates returned home on
Saturday, Jan. 24, for a matchup
against Montezuma-Cortez.

The Pirates lost 76-48, but the
Pirates were in the game for the first
three quarters.

“We kind of hung with them and
they hitalot of shots for all four quar-
ters and we just, that fourth quarter
kind of ended up biting us,” said
Forster. “We just didn’t make a lot of
our shots”

At the end of the first, Cortez held
al7-15lead. The Panthers outscored
the Pirates 21-11 in the second to
hold a 38-26 lead at halftime.

After outscoring the Panthers 18-
12 in the third quarter, the Pirates
were down only six heading into the
fourth quarter.

The Panthers continued to hit
their shots in the fourth quarter,
outscoring the Pirates 26-4 in the
final frame.

The Panthers, who sit as the No. 3
team, are 15-0 on the season.

Wrestling

H Continued from A10

“Top finishers for Pagosa were
Madi Stretton and Laykyn Baxstrom,”
wrote Janowsky, highlighting Bax-
strom was also voted the tourna-
ment’s outstanding wrestler for the
upper weights.

Baxstrom took first place and
scored 25.5 points for the Lady Pi-
rates. She pinned her first opponent
after 1:54, won on an 18-3 technical
fall in her second match, pinned her
third opponent after 1:05 and pinned
her final opponent after 4:58.

Her 4-0 record at the tournament
moved her season record to a perfect
17-0.

Stretton also took first place, scor-
ing 25 points for the Lady Pirates.

She pinned her first opponent
after 1:30, her second opponent after
2:47 and her third opponent after 56
seconds. She won her final match by
a 10-2 major decision.

Stretton now has a 20-3 record
after her undefeated performance.

At 100 pounds, Jackson placed
second and scored 18.5 points.
Jackson won her first match on an
18-1 technical fall, pinned her next
opponent after 2:31, won via a medi-
cal forfeit in her third match and was
pinned in her final match after 3:33.
Jackson moved to 19-6 on the season
after going 3-1.

Kyley Matyniak placed second and
scored 19 points.

She pinned her first three oppo-
nents, the first after 1:32, the second
after 49 seconds and the third after 44

BASKETBALL
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*Off of 750 ml and 175 ml bottlese
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We provide full-service property maintenance and repairs,
handling everything from roofing and foundations to concrete,
framing, and additions. We also take care of interior finish work

and trim, fencing, and driveway builds and repairs.

From small fixes to full-scope jobs, we get it done right.
No need to juggle multiple contractors — one call handles it all.
We show up, work hard, and stand behind our work.

Locally owned and operated for over a decade, 42 Below Construction
proudly serves Pagosa Springs and the surrounding areas with reliable,
no-nonsense workmanship you can count on.

Call/Text: 970-799-6278

42belowConstructioncompany@gmail.com

Winter is here,
SNOW IS hear,
come rent a Deere!

Man Lifts - Pole Saws
Brush Hogs « Trenchers
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for equipment rentals
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Pirate Jerry Dean maneuvers through a trio of Montezuma-Cortez Panther defenders on Saturday, Jan. 24.
Despite being down by six going into the fourth quarter, the Pirates fell 76-48 to the undefeated Panthers.

Dozier once again led the Pirates
in scoring, posting 11 points. Ket-
chum added nine; Jones scored
seven; Dean, Hubbard and Richey
each had six; and Kasen Limebrook
had three to round out the scoring.

Jones led the team in rebounding
with five, followed by three from
Dean. Dozier, Ketchum and Lime-
brook pulled down two each, and
Hubbard logged one. The team to-
taled 15 rebounds.

The Pirates shot 33 percent from
the field, 38 percent on 3-pointers
and 81 percent from the free-throw
line. They assisted on seven of their
15 made field goals, and finished with
eight steals and 17 turnovers.

“You can’thave a comebackif you
don’t have a setback,” said Forster.
“I feel like these guys are ready to
get back to work. They were intense
yesterday during practice and we're
not going to let one bad quarter hold

seconds. In her final match she lost by
a 8-2 decision.
She is now 18-7 on the year after
going 3-1 at the tournament.
Galabota placed third, scoring 13

“Top finishers for
Pagosa were Madi
Stretton and Laykyn
Baxstrom,” wrote
Janowsky, highlighting
Baxstrom was also
voted the tournament’s
outstanding wrestler
for the upper weights.

points.

She won her first match, pinning
her opponent after two minutes, but
lost her second match after being
pinned in 1:13. She came back and
won her third match, pinning her
opponent after 2:36, but lost her
fourth match after being pinned in
four minutes.

Galabota now has a 7-10 record
after going 2-2 at the tournament.

At 115 pounds, Kelsey Matyniak
placed fourth and scored seven
points. She lost her first match after
being pinned in 26 seconds, her
second match after being pinned in

us down.”

The Pirates have two games this
weekend.

The first is a home matchup
against the Bayfield Wolverines, who
are 10-4 on the season and the No. 19
in Colorado 3A boys’ basketball, on
Friday, Jan. 30.

Action is set to begin at 7 p.m.

Friday’s matchup with Bayfield is
a rivalry game that Forster noted he
feels will be an interesting matchup.

The Wolverines have a lot of
length, but the Pirates will have the
home-court advantage and the stu-
dent section has been awesome all
year, added Forster.

The next day, Saturday, Jan. 31, the
Pirates will travel to La Jara to take on
the 3A Centauri Falcons.

The Falcons are 6-8 on the season
and sit at No. 30.

Tip-off is scheduled for 4 p.m.

Jjsellner@orourkemediagroup.com

37 seconds and her third match via
a 19-3 technical fall. She won her
final match, pinning her opponent
after 2:50.

Kelsey Matyniak’s record is now
6-17 on the season after going 1-3 at
the tournament.

Smith placed fifth and scored
three points for the Lady Pirates. She
lost her first three matches, the first
by fall after 1:41, the second by 18-3
technical fall and the third by fall after
49 seconds. Smith won her fourth
match via a medical forfeit and lost
her final match after she was pinned
in 3:10.

Smith now holds a 9-16 record
after going 1-4 at the tournament.

The Lady Pirates will be back on
the mats this evening, Thursday, Jan.
29, when they head to Montezuma-
Cortez High School for a dual begin-
ning at 5:30 p.m..

The Lady Pirates will then head to
Canon City for the Carfion City Classic
on Friday, Jan. 30, beginning at9 a.m.

The following day, the Lady Pirates
will be in action in Del Norte for the
Rio Grande Showdown, with action
beginning at9 a.m.

Jjsellner@orourkemediagroup.com
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WRESTLING

SUN photo/Randi Pierce

Pirate Stetson Osborn takes his opponent down during the team’s dual against Bayfield on Jan. 22. Osborn
came from behind in the match to win by pin.

Lucero logs 100th win, Pirates win five of six

By Jack Sellner
Staff Writer

The Pagosa Springs boys wrestling
team had a big week last week, cel-
ebrating their seniors and winning five
out of the six duals they competed in.

The Pirates hosted the Bayfield
Wolverines for a dual on Thursday,
Jan. 22, winning 54-30. They also got
to celebrate their seniors in what was
their finalhome competition in a Pirate
uniform.

Colton Lucero got a special celebra-
tion on Thursday when he was pre-
sented in front of the fans for winning
100 matchesin a Pirate uniform. Lucero
is currently at 128 wins total.

“It’s real tough to do, especially
down here,” coach Dan Janowsky
said of Lucero’s feat. “You've got to get
started when you're a freshman. Colton
was an outstanding freshman and
placed fourth at state and beat seniors
that were state placers ahead of him to
climb that ladder, and that’s just how
he got started.”

Other seniors receiving recognition
for their high school career were
Truman Vasek, Johnny Baker, Gabe
Ramirez and Samuel Kelly.

“The night was special as it featured
Pagosa’s seniors’ last match at home,”
Janowskywrote in an email to The SUN.

Four Pirates won matches against
Bayfield and five others added forfeit
points.

Garrett Elliot pinned his opponent
after two minutes and 27 seconds wres-
tling at 113 pounds. Baker was pinned
after 5:33 while wrestling at 126 pounds.
Eric Smith was pinned after 1:33 while
wrestling at 132 pounds. Stetson Os-
born pinned his opponent after 3:54
while wrestling at 138 pounds. Asher
McKennie wrestled at 144 pounds and
was pinned after 50 seconds. Hudson
Mazur pinned his opponent after 5:35
while wrestling at 150 pounds. At 157
pounds, Alex Pacheco won by forfeit.
Lucero pinned his opponent after 2:34
while wrestling at 165 pounds. Vasek
was pinned after 1:10 while wrestling
at 175 pounds. Ryker Hanson at 190
pounds, South Dozier at 215 pounds
and Hunter Martinez at 285 pounds
each won by forfeit.

The Pirates were back in action on
Saturday, Jan. 24, when they traveled to
La Jara for the Randy and Naomi Keys
Duals hosted by Centauri.

The Pirates won four out of the five
duals they competed in at the tourna-
ment.

Janowsky highlights that Lucero and
Smith were undefeated on the day, with
each picking up five wins.

The Pirates defeated Trinidad 42-34
in their first dual.

Elliot lost by a 18-1 technical fall.
Smith pinned his opponent after 48
seconds. Osborn won by forfeit. McK-

ennie pinned his opponent after five
minutes. Mazur pinned his opponent
after 49 seconds. Lucero pinned his
opponent after 5:55 at 157 pounds.
Devin Gonzalez lost by a 15-0 techni-
cal fall while wrestling at 165 pounds.
Vasek was pinned after 51 seconds. At
215 pounds, Jimmy Elledge pinned his
opponent after 21 seconds. Martinez
pinned his opponent after 5:15.

The Pirates defeated Antonito 60-12
in the second dual.

Elliot pinned his opponent after
2:30. Smith pinned his opponent
after 1:21. Osborn, McKennie, Mazur,
Lucero, Gonzalez, Vasek, Elledge and
Martinez all won by forfeit.

The Pirates defeated Monte Vista
45-27 in their third dual.

Elliot lost by a 15-0 technical fall.
Smith pinned his opponent after 2:24.
Osborn lost by an 11-0 major deci-
sion. McKennie pinned his opponent
after 39 seconds. Mazur won by a 2-0
decision. Lucero pinned his opponent
after 27 seconds. Martinez pinned his
opponent after 2:43. Gonzalez, Vasek
and Elledge all won by forfeit.

The Pirates defeated Buena Vista

42-36 in their fourth dual.

Elliot was pinned after 1:46. Smith
pinned his opponent after 1:06, and
Osborn pinned his opponent after
1:07. McKennie pinned his opponent
after 2:43. Lucero pinned his opponent
after 4:47. Elledge was pinned after 44
seconds, and Martinez was pinned
after a minute. Mazur, Gonzalez and
Vasek won by forfeit.

In their final dual, the Pirates were
defeated by Centauri 45-30.

Elliot was pinned after 3:32. Smith
pinned his opponentafter 2:39. Osborn
loston an 18-3 technical fall. McKennie
lost by a 14-4 major decision. Mazur
was pinned after 2:34. Vasek pinned his
opponent after 42 seconds. Elledge was
pinned after 4:20. Lucero, Gonzalez
and Martinez won by forfeit.

The Pirates will make a stop at
Montezuma-Cortez High School for
a dual this evening, Thursday, Jan. 29,
beginning at 6 p.m.

The team will then head to Center
for the two-day Valley Classic on Friday
and Saturday, Jan. 30 and 31. Action
is set to begin at 10 a.m. Friday and 9
a.m. Saturday.

BASKETBALL

SUN photo/Randi Pierce

Lady Pirate Adelyn Hittle rises above a trio of Montezuma-Cortez Panthers for a shot during the team’s 35-27
win on Saturday, Jan. 24. Hittle put up 11 points in the game.

Lady Pirates go 1-1 against Alamosa, Montezuma-Cortez

By Jack Sellner
Staff Writer

The Pagosa Springs High School
Lady basketball team improved to 6-7
on the year after splitting their two
games over the last week.

The Lady Pirates started the week’s
action in Alamosa on Friday, Jan.
23, for a matchup with the Alamosa
Mean Moose, the No. 8 team in Colo-
rado 4A girls’ basketball.

The No. 19 Lady Pirates lost 37-33.

Charity Domingo led the Lady
Pirates with 13 points. Kaila Lime-
brook added eight, Ximena Garcia
had five, Adelyn Hittle scored four,
Amber Snarr had two and Lexi Camp-
bell rounded out the scoring with

one point.

Hittle led the team in rebounding
with seven. Limebrook and Garcia
each had four rebounds. Snarr had
three. Domingo, Campbell and Liana
Vega each had two.

As ateam, the Lady Pirates hauled
down a total of 24 rebounds, assisted
on eight of their 12 made field goals,
finished with 10 steals, and turned the
ball over 33 times. They made three
of 10 free-throw attempts.

The Lady Pirates bounced back
with a win over No. 30 Montezuma-
Cortez at home on Saturday, Jan. 24.

The Lady Pirates held a 20-12 lead
at halftime and outscored the Pan-
thers by eight in the third quarter to
take a 16-point lead.

The Panthers scored 13 points in
the fourth quarter, but the Lady
Pirates were able to hold on for the
eight-point win, 35-27.

Hittle led the team in scoring on
Saturday with 11 points. Domingo
added nine of her own, Garcia had
five, Vega and Snarr each had three,
and Limebrook and Campbell each
had two.

Hittle also led the team in re-
bounds with eight. Campbell wasn’t
far behind, hauling down seven.
Limebrook had five, Snarr had four,
Garcia had three, and Domingo and
Vega each had one.

As a team, the Lady Pirates had a
total of 29 rebounds, assisted on six of
M See Basketball A13

Half Page Ad

Buy One, Get One FREE!

For the month of February only, purchase a 1/2 page ad
in The Pagosa Springs SUN or PREVIEW, get the second week FREE!

Requirements: A minimum of 2 half-page ads must run in February 5 through 26, 2026 editions.
Must be the same ad for both insertions, runs do not need to be consecutive. Business’ main office must be located in Archuleta County.

Offer not available for color ads or political ads. Limited to the first 10 advertisers.

Preview 1/2 page: $325
SUN 1/2 page: $504

It’s the Best Deal of the Year.
What Are You Waiting For?

Call Shari to reserve your advertising space today.

970.264.2100

Publishing Visitor Guides in Pagosa Springs for over 30 years
Publishing the Official Newspaper of Archuleta County since 1909
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Health insurance enrollment through
Connect for Health Colorado dips

slightly for plan year 2026

Connect for Health Colorado

After five consecutive years of re-
cord growth, enrollment in health cov-
erage through the state’s official health
insurance marketplace for plan year
2026 dipped 2 percent, Connect for
Health Colorado announced on Jan. 23.

Despite rising costs due to less fed-
eral financial assistance, 277,228 Colo-
radans enrolled in health insurance,
with 69 percent of customers receiv-
ing financial help to lower the cost of
their monthly premiums. Colorado
Premium Assistance — anew program
introduced by the Colorado General
Assembly and the Health Insurance
Affordability Enterprise for plan year
2026 — has helped reduce monthly
costs for many Coloradans.

Still, a rise in insurance premiums
following the expiration of federal
enhanced Premium Tax Credits may
have discouraged some residents from
enrolling, stated Kevin Patterson, CEO
of Connect for Health Colorado — and
may also be driving an 83 percent
increase in the number of people who
are canceling their plans compared to
this time last year.

“On one hand, it’s encouraging to
see enrollment remain relatively
steady, with only a slight dip, and to
see so many people receive meaning-
ful financial assistance,” Patterson
said. “Thatis thanks in large part to the
state’s Colorado Premium Assistance
program and to our statewide network

of certified assisters and insurance
brokers, who helped customers find
the most affordable plan to meet their
needs. On the other hand, it’s deeply
troubling that a record number of
people are canceling their plans be-
cause they simply can’t afford their
monthly payments, or are being forced
to choose between health care and
basic necessities like housing and food.
Without federal enhanced Premium
Tax Credits, this alarming trend is,
sadly, emerging across the country”’

Connect for Health Colorado also
reported enrollment declines across
several populations.

Enrollment among new customers
dropped by approximately 24 percent
compared to last year, while enroll-
ments among customers ages 55 and
older declined by 6 percent. Enroll-
ment among customers in rural com-
munities also decreased 5 percent.

Ahead of open enrollment, Connect
for Health Colorado and other state
health leaders anticipated that older
adults and people living in rural com-
munities would be among those most
impacted by rising premiums and the
expiration of enhanced Premium Tax
Credits.

“For the past year, state health lead-
ers and I have consistently emphasized
the importance of extending fed-
eral enhanced Premium Tax Credits
tomaintain access to affordable health
insurance — and that conversation
doesn’t end with open enrollment,’

Patterson said. “If federal lawmakers
take action and vote to extend ePTCs,
Connect for Health Colorado is ready
to support our customers and allow
them to shop, compare and select new
affordable health insurance plans.”

Year-round support

While open enrollment for plan year
2026 has ended, people can still buy
health insurance or make changes to
a current plan year-round if they ex-
perience certain life changes. A list of
qualifying life changes is available on
Connect for Health Colorado’s website.

Connect for Health Colorado’s net-
work of certified enrollment assisters
and insurance brokers are available to
help year-round, are located through-
out Colorado, and can provide free
support in multiple languages.

Those who experience a qualifying
life change are encouraged to learn
more about their options at Connect-
forHealthCO.com or by calling (855)
752-6749.

About Connect for Health

Colorado

Connect for Health Colorado is the
state’s official health insurance market-
place. Its mission is to increase access,
affordability and choice for individuals,
families and small employers purchas-
ing health insurance in Colorado. It
is the only place where residents can
qualify for and receive financial help
for their health insurance.

State launches data dashboard for Multi-Sector Plan on Aging

State of Colorado

The state of Colorado has an-
nounced the launch of the Multi-Sector
Plan on Aging Data Dashboard, a new,
publicly accessible online resource
designed to empower communities,
service providers and policymakers
with vital information on the state’s
aging population.

Asthe third fastest-aging state in the
nation, Colorado is experiencing a sig-
nificant and rapid demographic shift.

This new, centralized repository
provides real-time metrics and insights
into Colorado’s population age 60 and
older. Provided in a user-friendly for-
mat, the platform transforms complex
data into accessible metrics and clear
trends, designed explicitly to guide and
empower evidence-based decision-
making across all levels, from local
governmental planning to nonprofit
service.

The data is organized into eight
crucial domains, providing compre-
hensive coverage of the challenges and
opportunities facing older Coloradans:

» Demographics: Detailed popula-
tion statistics and growth trends.

o Housing: Data related to afford-
ability, stability and accessible living
options.

¢ Economic security: Metrics on

Schedule

H Continued from front

Gonzalez commented that the
county needs to make sure it has an
accurate fee schedule “that meets the
needs of the community,” but also
meets the needs of the county.

Torres indicated that scale-use fees
would be eliminated as the county
will no longer be providing a scale for
public use.

Changes included in the building
department fees include a $200 reduc-
tion of the permit reinstatement fee,
removal of the temporary certificate of
occupancy and the removal of inspec-
tions outside of normal business hours.

Multiple changes were made to the
public health fees, with 11 new public
services being added.

Those services include focused and
complex STI screening, sports physi-
cals, Department of Transportation
physicals and blood work consults.

Basketball -

H Continued from A12

their 10 made field goals, and finished
with 18 steals and 22 turnovers. The
team made 12 of 15 shots from the
charity stripe.

This weekend, the Lady Pirates
will host the 41st-ranked 3A Bayfield
Wolverines on Friday, Jan. 30.

The Wolverines are 3-10 on the
season.

Action is set to begin at 5:30 p.m.

On Saturday, Jan. 31, the Lady
Pirates will head to La Jara to take on
the 3A Centauri Falcons, who sit at
No. 5 and own a 10-3 record.

Tip-oft is set for 2:30 p.m.

Coach Sarah Osborn could not be
reached for comment by press time
Wednesday.

Jjsellner@orourkemediagroup.com

income, poverty levels and employ-
ment.

« Lifelong learning: Information on
educational attainment and participa-
tion in skill-building programs.

e Home- and community-based
services: Data tracking access to in-
home support and community re-
sources.

« Communication and information:
Metrics on digital literacy and con-
nectivity.

 Health care access: Information
regarding insurance coverage, proxim-
ity to care and quality of services.

« Health and well-being: Data on
physical and mental health outcomes.

“Understanding the complexities
and diverse needs of older Coloradans
is the foundation of effective policy
and service delivery,” said Kristine
Burrows, senior specialist on aging for
the state of Colorado. “This dashboard
transforms raw data into actionable
insights, making it an invaluable tool
for every county, every nonprofit and
every resident committed to building
truly age-friendly communities across
the state. It will allow us to highlight
disparities and identify exactly where
targeted investments are needed
most.”

The dashboard is a key deliverable
ofthe state’s broader Multi-Sector Plan

The department will also now offer
blood draw services for $20.

Multiple women’s health services
were also added, with 11 new services
being added.

In the Road and Bridge Depart-
ment, the permit to work in the right
of way was raised from $125 to 1.25
percent of the required bond, with a
$150 minimum.

After-the-fact permit fees were
raised from $240 to $250, and the sale of
county road specification copies went
up from $7.50 to $10.

Magnesium-chloride for residents
to purchase increased from 85 cents
per gallon to $1.30 per gallon.

No changes were made to the sher-
iff’s office fees.

The fee for dumping carcasses at the
landfill was also removed, as Torres
informed the BoCC that the county can
no longer accept carcasses.

The only fee changed under trans-
portation was increasing the one-way
fee ride from Pagosa Springs to Arboles
from $2 to $12.

4 )
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on Aging initiative, which is dedicated
to ensuring that all older adults can
live well and thrive in their chosen
communities.

The state encourages community
organizations, researchers, local plan-
ners and residents to explore the dash-
board and use itsresources to advocate
for and support the fastest-growing
demographic in Colorado.

How to access the

dashboard

The Multi-Sector Plan on Aging
Data Dashboardisnowavailable online
ataging.colorado.gov/colorado-multi-
sector-plan-on-aging-dashboard.

About the Colorado Multi-

Sector Plan on Aging

The Multi-Sector Plan on Agingisa
comprehensive, 10-year framework
designed to align state government,
community partners and local re-
sources to enhance the quality of life
for all older adults in Colorado.

The plan focuses on systemic
changes necessary to make Colorado
the best state in which to age.

Visit the Multi-Sector Plan on Aging
website at aging.colorado.gov to learn
more.

e

Photo courtesy Colorado Department of Transportation

Construction crew members work on stormwater utilities along U.S. 160. The Colorado Department of Trans-
portation notes stormwater utility work requires coordination with multiple utility agencies, such as electric,
to mitigate potential conflicts.
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Outdoors

Colorado Parks and Wildlife launches public engagement for
new Firearms Safety Program ahead of Aug. 1 implementation

Colorado Parks and Wildlife

Colorado Parks and Wildlife
(CPW) is beginning statewide public
engagement efforts to inform Colora-
dans about the new Firearms Safety
Program required under Senate Bill
25-003 (SB25-003) and to gather
public feedback ahead of the law’s
implementation on Aug. 1.

Signed into law on April 10, 2025,
S§B25-003 ensures that, beginning
Aug. 1, individuals will complete a
firearms safety course before pur-
chasing or transferring certain speci-
fied semiautomatic firearms (SSFs),
creating an educated and trained
gun owner community, including in
safety and storage.

CPW isresponsible forimplement-
ing the training portions of the legis-
lation; including developing course
standards; maintaining eligibility
records; and coordinating with county
sheriffs, verified course instructors
and licensed firearms dealers.

CPW has launched a dedicated
webpage outlining legally required
programrequirements and timelines
at cpw.state.co.us/specified-semiau-
tomatic-firearms.

As the program is finalized, CPW
will host a series of public and stake-
holder meetings across the state
through May. At these meetings,
CPW staff will share information and
address questions, and attendees
will have the opportunity to provide
feedback.

“These meetings are an important
part of ensuring transparency and
understanding as we implement

this new program,” said CPW Assis-
tant Chief of Law Enforcement Jim
Hawkins. “We encourage members of
the public and stakeholders to attend,
ask questions and share input.”

About the Firearms
Safety Program

Starting Aug. 1, individuals seek-
ing to purchase or transfer an SSF
must successfully complete an in-
person firearms safety course within
five years before the transaction.

An SSF is defined as:

« A semiautomaticrifle or shotgun
with a detachable magazine, or

e A gas-operated semiautomatic
handgun with a detachable magazine.

The law does not affect individuals
who already own an SSE nor does it
prohibit the use of these firearms in
any way.

The requirement applies only to
future purchases or transfers after the
effective date. As outlined in SB25-
003, the Department of Revenue,
which permits firearms dealers in
Colorado, will provide and maintain
the list of SSFs. This list will be linked
from CPW'’s website.

Most semiautomatic hunting
shotguns and several other firearm
types are exempt under the statute.

Individuals who have completed
a CPW-certified hunter education
course will be eligible for a shorter,
four-hour basic course. Those with-
out hunter education must complete
a12-hour extended course. All cours-
es must be completed in person and
will include a final exam requiring a
minimum score of 90 percent.

CPW will not teach the courses,
but will provide standardized course
content to county-verified firearms
instructors statewide.

Public and stakeholder
meetings

CPWwill host the following public
meetings to share information and
gather feedback:

» West Slope public meeting, 6 to
8 p.m. on Feb. 24 at the Cameo
Shooting and Education Complex in
Palisade.

o Southeast public meeting on
March 11, with the time and location
to be announced.

« Denver Metro public meeting in
mid-April, with details to be an-
nounced.

o A virtual public meeting will be
held at a date and time to be an-
nounced.

In addition, CPW will host tar-
geted stakeholder meetings with
county sheriffs, federal firearms
licensed dealers and firearms safety
instructors. A full schedule is avail-
able on CPW'’s website on the page
listed above.

How to learn more

Members of the public can learn
more about SB25-003, firearms safety
course requirements and upcoming
meetings by visiting CPW’s website.

Questions about the Firearms
Safety Program may be directed to
dnr_cpw_firearmsafety@state.co.us.

Questions about public and stake-
holder meetings may be directed to
dnr_cpw_planning@state.co.us.

Water conservancy district approves
letter supporting town grant

By Josh Pike
Staff Writer

Ata]Jan. 12 meeting, the San Juan
Water Conservancy District (SJWCD)
Board of Directors approved a letter
to the Colorado Water Conservation
Board (CWCB) in supportof arequest
by the Town of Pagosa Springs for
funding to stabilize banks and restore
water features damaged by the Octo-
ber 2025 flooding.

The letter indicates that the fund-
ing will support stabilization of the
banks downstream of the 6th Street
pedestrian bridge, which were dam-

Al

aged during the flooding, to prevent
movement of the river channel and
damage to nearby infrastructure.

It adds that the funding will also
support excavation of sediment
deposited during the flood in the
“Donut hole” river feature near
Pagosa Springs Town Hall, which
will restore the feature’s previous
recreational and angling value and
improve aquatic habitat and flood-
plain function.

Pagosa Springs is seeking Water
Supply Reserve Funds from the
CWCB, according to the application
documents.

SJWCD president Candace Jones
opened discussion of the letter by
explaining the goals of the grant ap-
plication to the board.

She added that the grant applica-
tion, in her understanding, would
have to be considered by the CWCB's
Southwest Basin Roundtable prior to
consideration by the CWCB.

The board then unanimously ap-
proved the letter of support with mi-
nor typographical changes suggested
by SJWCD board member Rodney
Proffitt.

The letter states, “The San Juan

M See Grant A15

About SB25-003

SB25-003 establishes firearms
safety training requirements for the
purchase or transfer of SSFs in Colo-
rado beginning Aug. 1.

CPW is required by statute to
implement and administer the pro-
gram and to report annually to the
Colorado General Assembly on pro-
gram costs and resource needs.

HUD
Publisher's Notice

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

9275.

All real estate advertising in this newspaper is sub-
ject to the Fair Housing act which makes it illegal to
advertise "any preference limitation or discrimination
based on race, color, religion, sex, handicap, famil-
ial status, or national origin, or an intention, to make
such preference, limitation or discrimination." Famil-
ial status includes children under the age of 18 living
with parents or legal custodians, pregnant women
and people securing custody of children under 18.

This newspaper will not knowingly accept any ad-
vertising for real estate which is in violation of the
law. Our readers are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised in this newspaper are available on
an equal opportunity basis. To complain of discrimi-
nation call HUD toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. The toll-
free number for the hearing impaired is 1-800-927-

PAGosASUN.com

Jrrofessional Directory

Accounting

JJ] ACCOUNTING

SERVICES

We can assist you with the following:
» Bookkeeping and Accounting Services
« Payroll and Payroll Taxes « W2s & 1099s

o Income Taxes:

Attorney

Personal « LLC « Partnerships
Corporations e Electronic Filing

264-5330 « 191 Talisman Dr. #103 « FAX 264-4451

Mortgages

NMLS # 2263077

Carrie Blue

Y YN

Daniel L. Fiedler
Attorney at Law

Estate Planning ¢ Wills ¢ Trusts
Probate ¢ Elder Law

970-507-8528

190 Talisman Drive, Suite D-6
next to Restoration Church, behind City Market

TOP LENDER
IN THE COUNTRY

Why work with big banks when we can provide
you and your buyers with more options, faster
closings, and better service?

* Local Loan Officer with a National Expertise

* We Shop So You or Your Buyer Doesn't Have To
* Experts at Mortgages, Because It's All We Do

* Constant Availability 7 Days a Week

* All Loan Programs Including Expanded Options

* Same Day Pre-Approvals

Sr. Loan Officer | NMLS # 177666
cblue@trustedrate.com
(949) 683-4646 Call & Text

Storage & Office

y

Join our Professional Directory.

$35 per week, 4 week minimum with no changes to ad.
Call today! (970) 264-2100

Public Notices

Pagosa Springs

Mini Storage

14th St. at 15th Place
behind Home Expo Center

Prices start
at $2500

Sizes available: 5'x5’, 5'x10’,
10'x10’, 10'x15’, 10'x20’, and 10’x30’

For rental information call
Chris (970) 749-2867

A CALL FOR NOMINATIONS
TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN, and particularly, to
electors of the Alpha Rockridge Metropolitan District of
Archuleta County, State of Colorado.
Notice is hereby given that an election shall be con-
ducted as a mail ballot election in accordance with
all of the code. The Designated Election Official shall
develop a Plan for conducting the mail ballot Election,
which will be made available to the public. There shall
be no election precinct or polling place. All mail ballots
shall be returned to the designated Election Official’s
mailing address and be received no later than the 5 th
day of May 2026. At that time, 2 directors will be elected
to serve 4- year terms. If an eligible elector of the Alpha
Rockridge Metropolitan District is interested in serving
on the board of directors, a Self-Nomination and Accep-
tance form may be obtained on the districts website as
follows:
Alpharockridgeroaddistrict.com
The district Designated Election Official is Gary Lans-
dale. Self-nomination forms should be mailed to him at:
P.O Box 5673, Pagosa Springs, CO 81147. Telephone
(505) 486-1437.
A Self-Nomination and Acceptance form that is not suf-
ficient may be amended once at any time prior to Thurs-
day, February 26, 2026. The deadline to submit a Self-
Nomination and Acceptance form is Thursday, February
26, 2026. Affidavit of Intent to be a Write-In Candidate
forms must be received in the mail of the designated
election official by Thursday, February 26 th, 2026.
Alpha Rockridge Metropolitan District
Gary Lansdale, Designated Election Official
Published January 29, 2026, in The Pagosa Springs
SUN. (286256)

ANNUAL MEETING OF MEMBERS - TO BE HELD
FEBRUARY 11, 2026

The Annual Member Meeting of RG BANK, a Savings
and Loan Association (the “Bank”) will be held Wednes-
day, February 11, 2026 at the Monte Vista Chamber of
Commerce, 947 First Avenue, Monte Vista CO, 81144,
at 4:00p.m.
Business to come before the meeting: (i) Election of Di-
rectors for a 3-year term, (i) Presentation of the Annual
Report of the Bank, and (iii) Consideration of any other
business that may come before the meeting.
The Bank’s annual Disclosure Statements are avail-
able upon request by mail from RG BANK, P.O. Box
29, Monte Vista, CO or by telephone (719) 852-5933
directed to the Bank’s President. The first copy of the
annual disclosure statement shall be provided to a
member at no charge.
Only Members of RG BANK, a Savings and Loan Asso-
ciation are permitted to attend the meeting. A notice of
the meeting has been mailed to account holders.
The proxy committee for this meeting consists of Di-
rectors Danielle Anderson, Eric Kimberling, and James
Clare, or their assigned appointees, should this become
necessary.
/s/Shon R. Davis
President
RG BANK
Published January 29, 2026, The Pagosa Springs SUN.
(287018)

DISTRICT COURT, ARCHULETA COUNTY, STATE OF
COLORADO CONSOLIDATED NOTICE

Case No.: 25DR53

In respect to the Child Custody of: Dawsyn Allen-Po-
siviata

Mark R Posiviata, Petitioner

and

Jennifer R Allen, Respondent

Action for Child Custody Alloc Parent Rsp

TO THE ABOVE NAMED RESPONDENT: A copy of
the petition and Summons may be obtained from the

Clerk of this Court during regular business hours. De-
fault judgement may be entered against Respondent, if
Respondent fails to appear or file a response within 35
days of publication or March 5, 2026

Clerk of the District Court

Archuleta County Courthouse

109 Harman Park Dr

Pagosa Springs, CO 81147

Published January 29, February 5, 12, 19, and 26,
2026, in The Pagosa Springs SUN. (287017)

FOR BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS HEAR-
ING ON FEBRUARY 17, 2026

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN pursuant to CRS
30-28-116 that the Board of County Commissioners of
Archuleta County, Colorado, will hold a public hearing
to consider revising the County Land Use Regulations.
The language proposed to be adopted is available for
review at the County Development Services Depart-
ment 970-264-1390 and on the County website.

The public hearing will be held on Tuesday, February
17, 2026, at 1:30 p.m. in the County Commissioner’s
Meeting Room at 398 Lewis Street, Pagosa Springs,
Colorado and via Zoom Link, at which time all inter-
ested parties will be heard. Written comments may also
be submitted to the Archuleta County Board of Commis-
sioners, P.O. Box 1507, Pagosa Springs, CO 81147, at
or prior to said public hearing.

Published January 29 and February 12, 2026, in The
Pagosa Springs SUN. (287156)

NOTICE OF HEARING BY PUBLICATION PURSU-
ANT TO §15-10-401, C.R.S.

To: Whom it may concern
Last Known Address, if any: unknown
A hearing on December 15, 2025 for Guardianship of
Liam Anthony Stratos. Julie Nordendahl, Liam’s mater-
nal grandmother, has been granted emergency guard-
ianship and is seeking guardianship will be held at the
following time and location or at a later date to which the
hearing may be continued:
Date: February 13. Time: 3:30 p.m. Courtroom or Divi-
sion: 3.
Address: 109 Harman Park Drive, Pagosa Springs CO
81147.
Published January 8, 15, 22, 29, and February 5, 2026,
in The Pagosa Springs SUN. (283849)

NOTICE OF PUBLIC AUCTION FOR TREASURER’S
DEED

2025-011

R015695
To all current occupants, owners, parties of interest,
and to all others listed on the mailing list on file at the
Treasurer’s Office:
You are hereby notified that on December 10, 2025,
the Treasurer of Archuleta County, Colorado, sold a tax
lien on the following property at public sale to AVALON
REAL PROPERTY HOLDINGS LLC (“COP HOLDER”):
LEGAL DESCRIPTION:  Subdivision:  ASPEN
SPRINGS SUB 6 Lot: 49 AS 6 Sec: 17 Twn: 34U Rng:
3W
PROPERTY ADDRESS: 266 WEST VIEW ROAD, PA-
GOSA SPRINGS, CO, 81147
A Certificate of Purchase was issued to the COP HOLD-
ER for unpaid property taxes for the year 2021-2024.
The property was assessed in the name of LAURA EA-
SON (“PROPERTY OWNER?”).
On December 9, 2025, AVALON REAL PEROPERTY
HOLDINGS LLC (“LAWFUL HOLDER”), the current
certificated hoder, filed an Application for a Public
Auction of a Certificate of Option for Treasurer’s Deed
(COO0), under C.R.S. 39-11.5-101.
NOTICE: The property will be sold at public auction to
the highest bidder at 10:00 a.m. on Wednesday, May
27, 2026, The sale will include the real estate and all in-

terests held by the Lawful Holder, along with applicable
fees, costs, and legal charges.

First Publication: 1/22/2026

Last Publication 2/5/2026

Published in PAGOSA SPRINGS SUN

You may track the Public Auction date on the Trea-
surer’s website:

The property may be redeemed at any time before the
actual public auction.

Dated: December 29, 2025

/sl Elsa P White

ELSA P. WHITE, TREASURER of Archuleta County
Colorado

Published January 22, 29, and February 5, 2026, in The
Pagosa Springs SUN. (283871)

NOTICE OF PUBLIC AUCTION FOR TREASURER’S
DEED

2025-012

R010341
To all current occupants, owners, parties of interest,
and to all others listed on the mailing list on file at the
Treasurer’s Office:
You are hereby notified that on December 10, 2025,
the Treasurer of Archuleta County, Colorado, sold a tax
lien on the following property at public sale to AVALON
REAL PROPERTY HOLDINGS LLC (“COP HOLDER”):
LEGAL DESCRIPTION: Subdivision: LAKEWOOD
VILLAGE Lot: 79 LWV Sec: 19 Twn: 35 Rng: 2W
PROPERTY ADDRESS: 16 SUMBA COURT, PAGOSA
SPRINGS, CO, 81147
A Certificate of Purchase was issued to the COP HOLD-
ER for unpaid property taxes for the year 2021-2024.
The property was assessed in the name of MEAD-
PROP UNITS LLC (“PROPERTY OWNER”).
On December 9, 2025, AVALON REAL PEROPERTY
HOLDINGS LLC (“LAWFUL HOLDER”), the current
certificated hoder, filed an Application for a Public
Auction of a Certificate of Option for Treasurer’s Deed
(COO0), under C.R.S. 39-11.5-101.
NOTICE: The property will be sold at public auction to
the highest bidder at 10:00 a.m. on Wednesday, May
27,2026, The sale will include the real estate and all in-
terests held by the Lawful Holder, along with applicable
fees, costs, and legal charges.
First Publication: 1/22/2026
Last Publication 2/5/2026
Published in PAGOSA SPRINGS SUN
You may track the Public Auction date on the Trea-
surer’s website:
The property may be redeemed at any time before the
actual public auction.
Dated: December 29, 2025
/s/ Elsa P White
ELSA P. WHITE, TREASURER of Archuleta County
Colorado
Published January 22, 29, and February 5, 2026, in The
Pagosa Springs SUN. (283881)

NOTICE OF PUBLIC AUCTION FOR TREASURER’S
DEED

2025-012

R011410
To all current occupants, owners, parties of interest,
and to all others listed on the mailing list on file at the
Treasurer’s Office:
You are hereby notified that on December 10, 2025,
the Treasurer of Archuleta County, Colorado, sold a tax
lien on the following property at public sale to AVALON
REAL PROPERTY HOLDINGS LLC (“COP HOLDER”):
LEGAL DESCRIPTION: Subdivision: pagosa pines
condominiums UNIT: 37C PAG PINES CONDOS Sec:
21 Twn: 35 Rng: 2W BUILDING 20
PROPERTY ADDRESS: 145 DAVIS CUP DRIVE #
4037, PAGOSA SPRINGS, CO, 81147
A Certificate of Purchase was issued to the COP HOLD-

ER for unpaid property taxes for the year 2021-2024.
The property was assessed in the name of BONI LYNN
MCINTYRE (“PROPERTY OWNER?”).

On December 9, 2025, AVALON REAL PEROPERTY
HOLDINGS LLC (“LAWFUL HOLDER”), the current
certificated hoder, filed an Application for a Public
Auction of a Certificate of Option for Treasurer’s Deed
(COO0), under C.R.S. 39-11.5-101.

NOTICE: The property will be sold at public auction to
the highest bidder at 10:00 a.m. on Wednesday, May
27, 2026, The sale will include the real estate and all in-
terests held by the Lawful Holder, along with applicable
fees, costs, and legal charges.

First Publication: 1/22/2026

Last Publication 2/5/2026

Published in PAGOSA SPRINGS SUN

You may track the Public Auction date on the Trea-
surer’s website:

The property may be redeemed at any time before the
actual public auction.

Dated: December 29, 2025

/sl Elsa P White

ELSA P. WHITE, TREASURER of Archuleta County
Colorado

Published January 22, 29, and February 5, 2026, in The
Pagosa Springs SUN. (283879)

NOTICE OF PUBLIC AUCTION FOR TREASURER’S
DEED

2025-012

R012784
To all current occupants, owners, parties of interest,
and to all others listed on the mailing list on file at the
Treasurer’s Office:
You are hereby notified that on December 10, 2025,
the Treasurer of Archuleta County, Colorado, sold a tax
lien on the following property at public sale to AVALON
REAL PROPERTY HOLDINGS LLC (“COP HOLDER”):
LEGAL DESCRIPTION: Subdivision: PAGOSA MEAD-
OWS 4 Lot: 47 PM 4 Sec: 33 Twn: 35 Rng: 2W
PROPERTY ADDRESS: 337 ANTERO DRIVE, PA-
GOSA SPRINGS, CO, 81147
A Certificate of Purchase was issued to the COP HOLD-
ER for unpaid property taxes for the year 2021-2024.
The property was assessed in the name of CHANNING
M WELLS (“PROPERTY OWNER”).
On December 9, 2025, AVALON REAL PEROPERTY
HOLDINGS LLC (“LAWFUL HOLDER”), the current
certificated hoder, filed an Application for a Public
Auction of a Certificate of Option for Treasurer’s Deed
(COO0), under C.R.S. 39-11.5-101.
NOTICE: The property will be sold at public auction to
the highest bidder at 10:00 a.m. on Wednesday, May
27,2026, The sale will include the real estate and all in-
terests held by the Lawful Holder, along with applicable
fees, costs, and legal charges.
First Publication: 1/22/2026
Last Publication 2/5/2026
Published in PAGOSA SPRINGS SUN
You may track the Public Auction date on the Trea-
surer’s website:
The property may be redeemed at any time before the
actual public auction.
Dated: December 29, 2025
/s/ Elsa P White
ELSA P. WHITE, TREASURER of Archuleta County
Colorado
Published January 22, 29, and February 5, 2026, in The
Pagosa Springs SUN. (283877)

NOTICE OF PUBLIC AUCTION FOR TREASURER’S
DEED
2025-012
R015836
To all current occupants, owners, parties of interest,
and to all others listed on the mailing list on file at the

Treasurer’s Office:

You are hereby notified that on December 10, 2025,
the Treasurer of Archuleta County, Colorado, sold a tax
lien on the following property at public sale to AVALON
REAL PROPERTY HOLDINGS LLC (“COP HOLDER"):
LEGAL DESCRIPTION: Subdivision: ASPEN
SPRINGS SUB 6 Lot: 229 AS 6 Sec: 17 Twn: 34U Rng:
3w

PROPERTY ADDRESS: 3606 COUNTY ROAD 700,
PAGOSA SPRINGS, CO, 81147

A Certificate of Purchase was issued to the COP HOLD-
ER for unpaid property taxes for the year 2021-2024.
The property was assessed in the name of JOSEPH
FEBBO (“PROPERTY OWNER?”).

On December 9, 2025, AVALON REAL PEROPERTY
HOLDINGS LLC (“LAWFUL HOLDER"), the current
certificated hoder, filed an Application for a Public
Auction of a Certificate of Option for Treasurer’s Deed
(COO0), under C.R.S. 39-11.5-101.

NOTICE: The property will be sold at public auction to
the highest bidder at 10:00 a.m. on Wednesday, May
27, 2026, The sale will include the real estate and all in-
terests held by the Lawful Holder, along with applicable
fees, costs, and legal charges.

First Publication: 1/22/2026

Last Publication 2/5/2026

Published in PAGOSA SPRINGS SUN

You may track the Public Auction date on the Trea-
surer’s website:

The property may be redeemed at any time before the
actual public auction.

Dated: December 29, 2025

/sl Elsa P White

ELSA P. WHITE, TREASURER of Archuleta County
Colorado

Published January 22, 29, and February 5, 2026, in The
Pagosa Springs SUN. (283867)

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Estate of Charles William Irland
Case Number 2026 PR 30001
All persons having claims against the above-named
estate are required to present them to the personal rep-

resentative or to the District Court of Archuleta, County,
Colorado on or before May 22, 2026, or the claims may
be forever barred.

Daniel L. Fiedler, Attorney at Law

190 Talisman Drive, Suite D-6

Pagosa Springs, CO 81147

Published January 22, 29, and February 5, 2026, in The
Pagosa Springs SUN. (286257)

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Estate of Patty Sue Patton Tillerson
Case Number 2026 PR 30002
All persons having claims against the above-named
estate are required to present them to the personal rep-
resentative or to the District Court of Archuleta, County,
Colorado on or before May 22, 2026, or the claims may
be forever barred.
Daniel L. Fiedler, Attorney at Law
190 Talisman Drive, Suite D-6
Pagosa Springs, CO 81147
Published January 22, 29, and February 5, 2026, in The
Pagosa Springs SUN. (286258)

Notice of Annual Meeting of Pine River Irrigation
District
Notice is hereby given that the annual meeting of the
PINE RIVER IRRIGATION DISTRICT will be held at the
Bayfield High School Performing Arts Auditorium (South
Entrance) 800 County Road 501, Bayfield, CO 81122
on Saturday January 31, 2026, at 1:00 p.m. Sign in
will start at 12:30 p.m. As is procedure at such a meet-
ing, one director will be elected for a 3-year term and
any other business that may properly come before the
Board of Directors.
Published January 1, 8, 15, 22 and 29, 2026, in The
Pagosa Springs SUN. (283346)

PUBLIC NOTICES:
YOUR RIGHT TO KNOW

The notices you see on this page include important information from
local governmental bodies and attorneys that may be of interest to you.
These notices can include information about public hearings, property
assessments and changes in assessment, assumed names, name changes,
claims notices, public meeting dates and financial statements.

Legal advertising
Deadline: Friday noon*

Bring your legal advertisement or public notice to our offices at 457 Lewis
Street, or email to legal@pagosasun.com

*Deadlines are moved up for holiday weeks. Please check for an ad in the paper for specific dates and times.
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FIRE MITIGATION

by 42 Below

Full Tree Removal — No Stump Grinding Required

INSURANCE REQUIREMENTS ARE TIGHTENING.
Proper defensible space can improve your eligibility & protect your home.

What makes us di‘c'("e\rcw(:.?

We dig out around the tree pushing it over and
removing the entire stump — which means
no costly extra stump grinding expense and a
clean slate to re- grass or landscape.

+ Tree thinning

« Brush removal

» Hauling

- Heavy equipment services
» Local and Insured

Clean, complete, permanent mitigation — Serving the Pagosa area

Call/Text: 970-799-6278
42belowConstructioncompany@gmail.com

988 Lifeline

Whether you're facing mental health struggles,
emotional distress, alcohol or drug use
concerns, or just need someone to talk to, our
caring counselors are here for you.

You are not alone. Text 988 for help.
\- J

SUN photo/Clayton Chaney

Looking down the backside of Step Bowl at Wolf Creek Ski Area, the Knife Ridge Outpost ski patrol building is seen in the foreground. Skiers and
boarders enjoyed 13 inches of fresh snow from this last weekend’s storm.

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service approves
Colorado’s 2025 State Wildlife Action Plan

Take control of your healthcare
dollars with an HSA-eligible
Bronze Health Plan.

Colorado Parks and Wildlife

Colorado Parks and Wildlife (CPW)
is pleased to announce that the 2025
State Wildlife Action Plan (SWAP) has
been formally approved by the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS).

With this approval, the plan will
guide Colorado’s efforts to conserve
the state’s most vulnerable species
and the habitats they depend on for
the next 10 years.

State wildlife action plans are
required every 10 years to maintain

eligibility for federal funding through
the State and Tribal Wildlife Grants
program. Approval of the 2025 SWAP
ensures Colorado remains eligible
for this critical funding while ad-
vancing a proactive, science-based
framework for wildlife conservation
statewide.

Developed by CPW in close col-
laboration with the Colorado Natural
Heritage Program, partners and the
public, the 2025 SWAP builds on
previous plans by incorporating the
latest data, conservation strategies

and stakeholder input.

The plan will be elevated across
CPW programs and used as a “call to
action” to support collective conser-
vation efforts for species of greatest
conservation need.

“The approval of Colorado’s 2025
State Wildlife Action Plan is an im-
portant milestone for wildlife conser-
vation in our state,” said CPW Acting
Director Laura Clellan. “This plan
reflects years of scientific work, col-
laboration and public engagement,
and it provides a clear roadmap for

Friends of Colorado Avalanche Information
Center announces Observations Challenge

Friends of Colorado Avalanche Information
Center

Friends of Colorado Avalanche
Information Center haslaunched the
annual Observations Challenge for
the 2025-2026 winter season.

The community-based program
encourages backcountry users across
Colorado to submit avalanche, snow-
pack and weather observations to
the Colorado Avalanche Information
Center (CAIC), helping CAIC forecast-
ers to better understand avalanche
conditions throughout the state.
Participants are entered for a chance
to win prizes throughout the season.

Across Colorado’s mountains,
CAIC forecasters publish daily ava-
lanche reports covering approxi-
mately 28,000 square miles from
November through May. However,
forecasters can only cover a portion of
that terrain each day, making public
observations a critical piece of the
forecasting process. Additional infor-
mation from the field helps improve
situational awareness as snowpack
and weather conditions evolve.

“Public observations are essential

Grant

H Continued from A14

Water Conservancy District’s mis-
sion to promote the beneficial
use, conservation, and protection
of water resources aligns closely

to our work,” said Ethan Greene,
director of the CAIC. “With just 30
field staff covering a massive and
complex mountain environment,
we depend on information from the
backcountry community to help us
see the full picture. We truly couldn’t
do this work without the support of
our community.”

Friends of CAIC, the 510(c)(3)
nonprofit partner that supports
CAIC’s forecasting and education
efforts, organizes the Observations
Challenge to encourage public par-
ticipation and awareness.

“Every backcountry dayis a chance
to learn something and build better
habits,” said Aaron Carlson, executive
director of Friends of CAIC. “If you're
paying attention to the snowpack and
conditions and you submit a field
report, you are doing two things: keep-
ing yourself and your partners safer,
and giving the rest of the backcountry
community better information to
make smarter decisions. This strength-
ens the avalanche forecasts and the
entire backcountry community.”

Community members donotneed
to be avalanche professionals or

with the Town of Pagosa Springs’
commitment to restoring the river
corridor in a manner that supports
both ecological health and com-
munity needs.

experienced backcountry travelers
to submit an observation. Simple,
timely reports from the field can help
inform forecasts, influence travel
decisions and, in some cases, help
prevent accidents.

The publicis encouraged to watch
for and submit observations related
to:

« Avalanche activity.

o Cracking or collapsing of the
snowpack.

e Snowpack structure and condi-
tions.

» Heavy snowfall or rapid loading.

e Wind transport and drifting
snow.

 Rapid warming.

« Red flags and changing condi-
tions.

« Skiing or riding conditions.

Each month this season, one per-
son who submits an observation will
be selected to win gear and prizes.
One grand prize winner will receive
their choice of a pair of skis, a split-
board, or a snowboard.

Learn more and submit observa-
tions at support.friendsofcaic.org/
pages/observations.

“We recognize the urgency of
completing this work and view the
proposed project as a critical com-
ponent of a broader flood recovery
and watershed resilience strategy.”

Colorado Department of Transportation’s
updated 10-Year Plan available for public review

Colorado Department of Transportation

The Colorado Department of
Transportation’s (CDOT’s) 10-Year
Plan covering fiscal years 2027 to 2036
isnow available for public review and
comment.

This plan is CDOT’s roadmap for
prioritizing and investing in critical
transportation projects across the
state for the next decade.

Based on the long-term vision of

CDOT’s 2050 Statewide Transporta-
tion Plan, this 10-Year Plan takes the
long-range planning vision from
the 2050 Statewide Transportation
Plan and creates a strategic project
pipeline that helps guide major in-
frastructure investments across the
state with a clear, action-oriented
investment strategy.

The projects listed in this 10-Year
Plan were identified based on exten-
sive public and stakeholder engage-

ment processes and are designed to
help us meet CDOT’s three policy di-
rective goals to fix our roads, advance
transportation safety and sustainably
increase transportation choice.

The public comment period will
run until Feb. 9. To review the draft
of the 10-Year Plan and to provide
comment, visit www.codot.gov/pro-
grams/yourtransportationpriorities/
your-transportation-plan/10-year-
vision.

Archuleta County Democrats hold film event

By Leslie Cole
Archuleta County Democratic Party

About 80 Pagosans crowded into
the Liberty Theatre the afternoon
of Jan. 19 to celebrate the life of Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr.

Theywatched a special matinee of
the film “Selma” sponsored by the
Archuleta County Democratic Party
on the national holiday honoring the

civil rights icon.

The film, a 2015 Best Picture nomi-
nee, recounts the fight for voting
rights in Alabama in 1965. The cam-
paign there culminated in a march
from Selma to Montgomery and
prompted President Lyndon Johnson
to push, and eventually sign, the Vot-
ing Rights Act of 1965.

“Although that was more than 60
years ago, the message of those events

has never been more relevant,” said
Shawna Seed, chair of the Archuleta
County Democrats. “Nonviolent
resistance to injustice is powerful”
The Archuleta Democrats handed
out several door prizes at the event,
including gift cards to local busi-
nesses and a copy of the book “King:
A Life,” which won the 2024 Pulitzer
Prize for biography. The book was
signed by the author, Jonathan Eig.

protecting Colorado’s biodiversity
while helping ensure we remain
eligible for vital federal conservation
funding over the next decade.”

“This approval represents the cul-
mination of years of collaboration,
science and public engagement,”
said SWAP Coordinator Kacie Miller.
“The 2025 SWAP provides a clear,
forward-looking framework that will
help guide conservation decisions,
leverage partnerships and track our
progress over the next decade.”

Core components of the 2025
SWAP, including species rankings,
habitat information and supporting
data, are publicly available through
our new collection of digital resourc-
es found on CPW'’s State Wildlife Ac-
tion Plan website, cpw.state.co.us/
state-wildlife-action-plan.

OPENING MONDAY, FEBRUARY 2

Mail box rentals

Shipping services

with major carriers

_Printing | motary

Ask us about veteran and local discounts

Independent business + Locally owned and operated

56 Talisman Drive, Unit 3
between Ramon’s and OK Nails

970.455.0382 | PeakHealthAlliance.org

Personal/Business

(970) 731-SHIP (7447)
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‘Why I love my library’ fundraiser
to benefit library expansion

By Rob Hagberg
Ruby M. Sisson Memorial Library Foundation and Friends

February is the month when we celebrate the people
and things that we love. Valentine’s Day is the pinnacle of
that energy. This year our Ruby Sisson Library is leading
the way with an opportunity for patrons and clients to
express their love and support.

The library is encouraging users to express their feel-
ings about the library by sharing them in the form of a
heart with a typed or handwritten message telling “Why
I'love my library.”

Hearts are available for purchase by adults for $5 for
the 5-inch size, and $4 for the 4-inch size. Children are

encouraged to participate for $1 or for free if they certify
that they have read five books during the month.

The hearts will be displayed on walls around the
library during the month and, of course, the money will
go toward the building fund, which is within striking
distance of our end goal of $5.1 million.

Participants can come to the library on Saturday to
pay in person (cash or check) and create their heart(s) or
visit https://bit.ly/4bZKHmq to purchase your heart and
let us know what you want your heart to say.

This celebration of affection will run from Feb. 2
through Feb. 28.

Share the love and join us for this unique display of
support for our Ruby Sisson Library.

EVERY
THURSDAY

’1 off adult beverages
§pm.-12am.

PAGOSA BAR
460 Pagosa Street J

Strengthening connection and trust: Healthy Archuleta
to offer child-parent relationship therapy sessions

Healthy Archuleta

Healthy Archuleta is commit-
ted to supporting families at every
stage of life and building strong
families through connection. Parent-
ing young children can be deeply
rewarding, but it can also bring
moments of stress, uncertainty and
overwhelm.

Big emotions, power struggles
and challenges athome are common
experiences for families, and Healthy
Archuleta wants parents to know they
are not alone.

Healthy Archuleta is offering
virtual child-parent relationship
therapy (CPRT), a supportive, play-
based program designed for parents
of young children, for ages 3 to 10.
CPRT focuses on strengthening con-
nection and trust between parents
and children while helping parents
learn practical, relationship-based
skills to respond to challenging be-
havior with confidence and care.

Unlike traditional parenting pro-

grams that emphasize discipline
or correction, CPRT centers on the
parent-child relationship and uses
play, a child’s natural language, as
the foundation for understanding
and connection.

Parents learn new skills in a small,
judgment-free group led by trained,
bilingual therapists, and practice
those skills with their own child
through guided “special playtime.”
As parents build empathy and attun-
ement, many families can experience
reduced stress at home and stronger
emotional bonds.

The CPRT group will meet for
10 weekly sessions, each lasting 90
minutes. Families will gather at a
central location in Pagosa Springs
and connect virtually via Zoom with
bilingual therapists who facilitate the
sessions, creating a supportive space
for learning and reflection.

Child care will be available to help
reduce barriers to participation.

Healthy Archuleta is currently
gathering interest from families to

confirm scheduling and determine
whether the first group will be of-
fered in English or Spanish. Com-
pleting the interest form is not a
commitment, but it is an important
step in helping align family avail-
ability with therapist schedules so
the program can begin as soon as
possible.

Through programs like CPRT,
Healthy Archuleta continues its
work of strengthening families and
fostering resilience across the com-
munity. By centering connection,
understanding and support, the
organization is helping families build
relationships that last.

Ifyou are interested, please com-
plete the interest form at https://
forms.gle/BUDgr7J49nYY8GgV8. For
more information, please contact
Healthy Archuleta at fsfearchuleta@
gmail.com. Be sure to check out
our website at https://www.food-
coalition4archuleta.org/ and follow
us on social media for up-to-date
information.

Live
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Growers and Producers Forum highlights
community-centered gardening models

Healthy Archuleta

Healthy Archuleta kicked off its
2026 Growers and Producers Forum
with a virtual presentation from
Guidestone Colorado, a Salida-based
nonprofit that supports community
farms and gardens through educa-
tion, youth engagement and local
food access.

Forum participants learned how
Guidestone partners with schools,
families and volunteers to create
hands-on growing opportunities,
from school gardens that supply
cafeteria meals to summer programs,
internships and community garden
plots.

A key takeaway was the power of
shared stewardship: families, stu-
dents and residents actively care for
garden spaces while gaining access
to fresh food and practical growing
skills.

Guidestone’s experience operat-
ing community gardens on both
public and private land highlighted
strategies relevant to Archuleta
County, including season extension
through greenhouses and high tun-
nels, regenerative soil practices,
and year-round adult education in
food preservation and herbal rem-
edies. Despite similar short growing
seasons, its model shows how co-
ordinated support and community
participation can strengthen local
food systems.

The discussion sparked ideas for
advancing local efforts in Pagosa
Springs, especially around commu-
nity garden engagement, education

Mt. Allison
Grange to
host pancake
supper and
game night

By Larry Corman
Mt. Allison Grange

It’s time for a cabin fever buster.
Come join your neighbors on Friday,
Feb. 6 for a pancake supper and game
night at the Mt. Allison Grange Hall
(2622 County Road 329, Ignacio).

Pancakes will be served from 5
until 7 p.m. and will also include eggs,
sausage, and juice and coffee. Games
will follow the dinner (or coincide a
bit with the dinner).

Tickets are $10 for adults, $5 for
children (6 to 10) and free for chil-
dren under 6. Proceeds will go toward
stabilizing the east side foundation of
the Grange Hall.

For additional information, please
contact Larry at (970) 749-8438 or
Larry_Corman@hotmail.com.

and long-term support structures
that make growing food accessible
and sustainable for more residents.

The Growers and Producers Fo-
rum meets bi-monthly from January
through May, with sessions resum-
ing in September. Upcoming topics
and the April 2026 Food Summit are
available at www.foodcoalition4ar-
chuleta.org.

Healthy Archuleta thanks all who

attended and extends appreciation to
Maytal Agasi of Guidestone Colorado
for sharing practical insights and
inspiration.

To learn more about Guidestone
Colorado, visit guidestonecolorado.
org.

Be sure to check our website for
more information on upcoming
gardening education events in 2026
atwww.foodcoalition4archuleta.org.
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%
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Prices are as marked. All sales final on discounted items, cash and carry, no returns on sale items, discounts do not apply to sale items, sale prices may not be combined
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Ballantine Family Fund grant more than $455,000
to nonprofits across Southwest Colorado in 2025

Community Foundation serving Southwest
Colorado

In 2025, the Ballantine Family
Fund awarded $455,110 — including
sixunsolicited Core Value grants — to
156 nonprofits in Southwest Colo-
rado, which encompasses Archuleta,
Dolores, La Plata, Montezuma and
San Juan counties.

Unsolicited Core Value grants went
to nonprofits focusing on supporting
Colorado 250/150 festivities as iden-
tified by the Ballantine Family Fund
trustees. These grants included sup-
portfor Animas Museum in Durango,
Montezuma Heritage Museum in Cor-
tez, Dolores County, Rico Historical
Society, San Juan County Historical
Society in Silverton, and San Juan
Historical Society and Museum in
Pagosa Springs as they commemorate
our state’s milestone in 2026.

The average grant size for regular
granting was $2,917. Trustees award
grants across a broad spectrum of
sectors, including arts and culture,
environment, animal protection, ed-
ucation, human services and youth.

“After nearly seven decades, our
commitment to supporting the
nonprofits of Southwest Colorado
is unwavering,” said Richard Ballan-
tine, of the Ballantine Family Fund’s
board of trustees. “We appreciate
our partnership with the Community
Foundation which helps ensure our
granting supports a healthy nonprofit
sector for our whole region.”

Grants awarded by the Ballan-
tine Family Fund in 2025 by sector
include:

¢ Animal protection: $16,000, rep-

resenting 4 percent of giving totals.

e Arts and culture: $101,900, rep-
resenting 22 percent of giving totals.

e Education: $85,710, representing
19 percent of giving totals.

e Environment: $24,500, repre-
senting 5 percent of giving totals.

o Human services: $149,000, rep-
resenting 33 percent of giving totals.

« Youth: $67,000, representing 15
percent of giving totals.

e Other: $11,000, representing 2
percent of giving totals.

Trustees awarded grants across all
five counties encompassing South-
west Colorado, as well as organiza-
tions that support the region and are
located elsewhere.

Grants awarded by the Ballan-
tine Family Fund in 2025 by county
include:

e Archuleta: $63,150, representing
14 percent of giving totals.

e Dolores: $16,000, representing 3
percent of giving totals.

o La Plata: $225,460, representing
50 percent of giving totals.

« Montezuma: $97,000, represent-
ing 21 percent of giving totals.

¢ San Juan: $18,500, representing
4 percent of giving totals.

o Other: $35,000, representing 8
percent of giving totals.

“The Community Foundation
is uniquely positioned to provide
grant management services to the
Ballantine Family Fund trustees,’
said Briggen Wrinkle, grant manager
for the Ballantine Family Fund and
executive director of the Community
Foundation serving Southwest Colo-
rado. “Our work with nonprofits and
boards as well as our grant making for

Colorado DMV announces
major digital upgrade

Colorado Department of Revenue

The Colorado Division of Motor
Vehicles (DMV) is launching a major
digital transformation in February,
upgrading its driver’s license and
motor vehicle technology system,
including the public e-services plat-
form, myDMV.

This initiative represents more
than a system upgrade; it is a com-
mitment to improving the customer
experience. The upgrade will replace
an outdated system with a modern
platform designed to enhance how
residents interact with the DMV
regarding their driver and vehicle
needs.

Once the new system is fully
implemented, Colorado residents
can expect a streamlined experience
featuring more user-friendly online
e-services and a secure, logged-in
customer portal. This portal will al-
low residents to enroll in electronic
communications, including courtesy
vehicle renewal notifications, ensur-
ing timely updates for important

deadlines.

“This upgrade will not only mod-
ernize our back end system with
better security and functionality for
staff and county staff, it will be a win
for our customers, giving them a
better customer experience with our
online services and an opportunity
to have their own logged-in account
to track both their driver and vehicle
accounts,” Colorado DMV Senior
Director Electra Bustle said. “We are
incredibly excited for our residents to
experience the more modern, secure
and user-friendly system coming in
February”

To make this change, the DMV has
scheduled temporary but necessary
service closures.

Coloradans should take note of
the following timeline:

e Feb. 10 (11:59 p.m.): Driver’s
license online services — renewal,
upgrade, downgrade — will be un-
available.

o Feb. 13: Scheduled appoint-
ments not available at state DMV
H See DMV on next page

the region provide us with the exper-
tise needed to be a trusted advisor.”

Trustees meet quarterly to review
and award grants. A full listing of Bal-
lantine Family Fund grant recipients
can be found at BallantineFamily-
Fund.com. To apply for funding,
nonprofits in Southwest Colorado
may submit grant applications online
at the same web address.

The Ballantine Family Fund was
established in 1957 by Morley C.
Ballantine and Arthur A. Ballantine
Jr. for the purpose of providing finan-
cial assistance to nonprofit causes
that benefit the human condition
in Southwest Colorado. For more
information, visit the fund’s website.

The Community Foundation acts
as grant managers for the Ballantine
Family Fund providing knowledge in
nonprofit management and financial
review. The Ballantine trustees make
independent decisions in granting
allocations and funding priorities.

In 2024, the Community Founda-
tion facilitated $5.2 million in grants
to Southwest Colorado nonprofits.
Learn more about the Community
Foundation’s work at SWCommuni-
tyFoundation.org.

Ruts Driving
You Nuts?

Save money on gas and maximize your tire life with
a high-definition digital wheel alignment using the
latest technology from HawkEye™ and Pagosa
Springs’ most qualified technicians.

Vehicle Alignment

Bring in or mention this ad for this limited
time offer. Shop supplies and tax not
included. May not be combined with any
other offer. See the friendly Pros at Piedra
Automotive for details.

Offer ends 2/26/26
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Corrinne Johnson, PA-C

Meet & Greet

Wednesday, February 4th | 12:00-1:00pm
PSMC Board Room e 95 S. Pagosa Boulevard

PSMC Primary Care
Community Presentation

Please join our PSMC Director of Clinical Operations, Vicki Goeckner
and new Family Medicine Specialists Corrinne Johnson and Matthew Hintzman,
for a community meet and greet.

Matthew Hintzman, PA-C

First-Class Care Close To Home
970.731.3700 | 95 S. Pagosa Blvd | pagosaspringsmedicalcenter.org |l
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Salvation Army reflects on 2025 holiday season

By Neil Umali
Salvation Army of Archuleta County

As we reflect on the 2025 holiday
season, the Salvation Army of Archu-
leta County is filled with gratitude
for the generosity, compassion and
faithfulness of the Pagosa Springs
community.

This year’s bell ringing campaign
was a powerful testimony of what
happens when faith is lived out
through love and service.

Throughout the season, the sound
of bells rang outside City Market as
volunteers stood faithfully, often

DMV

H continued from previous page

offices after 3 p.m. All other DMV
online services and CO MV Express
kiosks transactions will be unavail-
able after 7 p.m.

o Feb. 16: The system upgrade is
complete.

eFeb.17: DMV online services and
CO MV Express kiosk transactions re-
launch. Scheduled appointments not
available at state DMV offices.

This brief adjustment period is
essential for the agency to roll out
and verify that the new systems are
functioning correctly.

Residents planning to visit a
county location are encouraged to
check their local county clerk and
recorder websites, as each county will
manage its own post-upgrade office
availability schedule.

The DMV encourages custom-
ers to complete driver and vehicle
transactions early to avoid delays.
Residents are urged to handle out-
standing tasks — such as renew-
ing vehicle registrations or driver’s
licenses — online now at mydmv.
colorado.gov.

For those requiring an in-person
visit to a state driver’s license office,
appointments should be made via
the DMV’s appointment scheduler.

The DMV appreciates the com-
munity’s patience during this brief
transition as the agency prepares
to deliver superior service for years
to come.

To learn more about the upgrade,
visit dmv.colorado.gov/mydmv.

4 )
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in the cold, offering hope, joy and
kindness to all who passed by. Their
presence reflected the heart of our
community and the calling of scrip-
ture: “Let us not love with words or
speech but with actions and in truth.”
— 1John 3:18.

This campaign was never just
about collecting donations. It was
about being the hands and feet of
our Lord Jesus Christ and caring for
our neighbors in meaningful and
practical ways.

How your generosity
served Archuleta County

Ninety percent of all donations
collected through bell ringing stayed
directly in Pagosa Springs to sup-
port local individuals, families and
partner organizations. The remain-
ing 10 percent was invested through
the Colorado Salvation Army district
to support efforts that still directly
affect Archuleta County, including
human trafficking intervention and
emergency assistance during wildfire

evacuations and disaster response.

Because of this structure, 100 per-
cent of every dollar given ultimately
affected Archuleta County, either
through direct local aid or through
regional resources that serve our
county in times of crisis.

Your generosity supported life-
changing work through programs
such as:

 Rotary Club’s Feed the Children
Backpack Program, helping ensure
children have food on weekends and
school breaks.

e Aspire’s Diapers and Wipes Ini-
tiative, providing essential supplies
for families with infants.

« Rise Above Violence, offering
emergency housing and support for
survivors of domestic violence and
human trafficking.

o Pagosa Outreach Connection,
assisting families with rent, utilities
and transportation.

« Vets for Vets, supporting local
veterans with emergency housing
H See Holiday on next page
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Thursday, January 29 « 3-6 pm
301 N. PAGOSA BLVD. BUILDING A

Explore our new showroom, experience the
function and craftsmanship firsthand, and
enjoy small bites and drinks while you browse!

Kim Moore
970-946-5619

Erika Koberstein
915-246-9346

Bryce Barnes
970-799-2042

We

Brokers

And You Will Too!

If you are looking
to Buy or Sell,

Veronica Medina
970-582-0066

Tyler Scartaccini
575-418-7796

Shelley Low
Owner

970-946-0930 @ Each office is independently owned and operated m

JeniReno
970-317-8493

565 Village Drive Suite “E” for EXIT

(970) 731-EXIT (3948)

Offices also located in Durango, CO and Farmington, NM

give us a call
and we'll take
great care
of you.

.

D

Liz Jamison
575-770-1190

Jacque Fahrion
970-946-8000

Melinda Gibson
575-446-8300

Christie Hunt
970-585-4531

Denise Fisk
303-868-8972

between Cafe Colorado and Thai Pagosa

Penny Loper

www.exitrealtypagosa.com 970-946-3639

Our EXIT Franchises are locally owned and internationally known.
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Airport Shuttle

Pagosa Unitarian Universalist Fellowship & Taxi Service

PUC 55878

Food & Grocery Delivery « Doctor’s Visits

announces February programming

Pagosa Unitarian Universalist Fellowship

The Sunday services and pro-
grams at the Pagosa Unitarian Uni-
versalist Fellowship for February
promise to bring people together
to wonder, explore, learn and be
inspired.

Our motto of “Make Friends, Do
Good, Grow in Spirit” serves as a
touchstone for what we aspire to.

We invite all to join us Sunday
mornings at 10:30 a.m. Along with the
fellowship’s programming, we host
a variety of community endeavors
to build community and spiritual
growth:

e Tara meditation group & dharma
practice: Sundays at 4:30 to 6 p.m.

¢ Qi gong practice: Mondays at
1p.m.

» Wise and Wakeful Circle: second
and fourth Saturdays at 10 a.m.

Holiday

H continued from previous page

and fuel.

o Firewood Program, helping
families stay warm during the winter.

o Pagosa Community Initiative,
providing enriching after-school
programs for local youth.

o Aspen House, supporting indi-
viduals with special needs through
meals and training.

« Homelessness assistance, in-
cluding hotel stays, shower vouchers,
sleeping bags and transportation fuel.

Each program represents real
people and real stories — stories of
hoperestored, dignity protected and
lives strengthened through compas-
sion.

Salvation Army mission

The mission of the Salvation Army
isrooted in the gospel of Jesus Christ.
We serve because He served us first,
and we love because He loved us first.

“For even the Son of Man did not
come to be served, but to serve, and
to give His life as a ransom for many.”
— Mark 10:45.

Every bell rung and every dollar
given was a reflection of this truth.
Through your generosity, the love of
Christ was shared not only in words,
but through action, mercy and care
for those in need.

Gratitude for volunteers

and partners

This season would not have been
possible without the faithful vol-

You can find us at the Greenbriar
Plaza, 301 N. Pagosa Blvd. Unit B-15,
on the north side facing the Pagosa
Peak. We also offer Zoom services
the first and third Sundays of the
month. Find our current newsletter
at PagosaUU.org for the link to join
on Zoom and further information.

The following is our February
schedule of services:

e Feb. 1, 10:30 a.m.: Sunday ser-
vice, “Honoring Imbolc”

Imbolc is a pagan holiday that
falls halfway between the winter
solstice (yule) and the spring equinox
(ostara). Celebrated on Feb. 1, it rec-
ognizes that the earth is awakening
despite being the middle of winter.
It also honors the Goddess Brigit
and her many attributes. Imbolc cel-
ebrates pregnancy, birth, fertility and
creative female energy. It is a time to
plant our seeds of intentions for the

spare change, a generous gift or a
word of encouragement, thank you.
Your generosity mattered, and your
giving made a real difference close
to home.

Celebrating the heart of
Pagosa Springs

The 2025 bell ringing season once
again revealed the heart of Pagosa
Springs, a community that responds
with compassion, faith and unity.
When needs arise, this town steps
forward with love.

Your generosity did more than
meet immediate needs. It shared

coming year. Join us as lay minister
Michael Demchak reviews the his-
tory, traditions and spiritual meaning
of this sabbat.

Demchak was raised with a Uni-
tarian Universalist background for
most of his childhood in Connecticut.
After moving to Denver with his fam-
ily in 1976, he attended the Mile High
Church of Religious Science. In 2007,
he became active in a pagan meetup
group, which grewinto the Living Earth
Church through his leadership and
where he co-created many circles as
a pagan priest. Demchak now serves
the Pagosa Unitarian Universalist Fel-
lowship as chairperson of the Sunday
Service Team, president of the Steering
Committee and a lay minister.

e Feb 8, 10:30 a.m. to noon: Going
Deeper Sharing Circle.

We continue our series from the
H See Unitarian on next page

the hope of Christ, strengthened our
county and reminded many that they
are not alone.

Looking ahead with hope

As we celebrate this season, we
look ahead with hope and gratitude.
We invite you to continue partnering
with us through prayer, service and
generosity as we serve Archuleta
County together.

Through faith in Jesus Christ and
love for our neighbors, we will con-
tinue to stand in the gap for those
in need.

We look forward to seeing you
next holiday season at the red kettle.

Close Crawlspace Vents and Learn How to

Shop local.

Winter Freeze Warning:

punctuality.

BJ Jones and Lars Schneider, owners, have spent a
combined total of over 45 years in Pagosa Springs.

Mountain Men Disaster Mitigation is here to service

Protect Your Home on our blog. s

DISASTER
RESTORATION

FLOOD MITIGATION

CRAWLSPACE
INSPECTIONS/

As long-time locals, we operate with small-town
hospitality without the “Pagosa-time mentality.” Your
time is as valuable as ours, so we operate with

WORK

Fire Restoration

unteers, churches, organizations, you and your family through providing quality in our
families and individuals who gave | Work, and being timely and efficient.

Mold Remediation Smoke and Odor

their time to ring the bell and serve | Don't forget to check your crawl spaces for standing ; ;
with joy. Your commitment was a | water. Water mixed with the normal environments Water Exiraction Structural Drying Removal
powerful testimony offaithinaction. | produced in a crawispace is the perfect breeding Lars Schneider BJ Jones

We are deeply grateful to City | ground for microbial growth. We also offer sump pump 970-946-0238 970-749-9028

Market for its continued partnership | system installations and repairs as well as moisture
and support. Its cooperation allows | barriers. Call today for a free evaluation!
this mission to reach the heart of our
community year after year.

To every donor, whether you gave

MountainMenDM.com * mail@mountainmendm.com

NATIONALLY LICENSED

INSURED LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED
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SpiritFire Inspirational Living
Center announces upcoming events

By Shayla McClure

SpiritFire Inspirational Living Center

The SpiritFire Inspiration Living
Center will hold a fundraiser Sunday,
Feb. 1, at11 a.m.

Text or call (970) 510-0309 for di-
rections or more information.

Upcoming activities

Save the date for the following
activity at the SpiritFire Inspirational
Living Center:

¢ Feb. 15, noon to 3 p.m.: Firehorse
Valentine’s Celebration. Drumming
with a special fire ceremony. A $33
donation will be collected. Reserve
your space by contacting (970) 510-
0309.

About us

The SpiritFire Inspirational Liv-
ing Center is a 501(c)(3). We are an
all-inclusive community honoring
all lifestyles, cultures and religious
paths to the Divine. We are the “Good
Vibe Tribe” who practices Science of
Mind principles of positive thinking.

The vision of SpiritFire Inspira-
tional Living Center is to empower
each participating member to be-
come their “best self” Our mission
is to create a world that works for
everyone through self empower-
ment and awareness of the creator’s
divinity.

We welcome local talents to share
gifts, aptitudes and knowledge.

San Juan Stargazers
cancel February meeting

By Joan Mieritz
San Juan Stargazers

The San Juan Stargazers will not
be meeting on Feb. 5 because of the

Unitarian
H continued from previous page
“On Being” podcast, and our teacher
isthe extraordinary Joy Harjo, amusi-
cian, a visual artist, a member of the
Muscogee Creek Nation and former
poet laureate of the United States.
We gather in a place of reflection
and sharing as we practice the art of
listening with others as we explore a
muscular hope, which is so needed
these days.

e Feb 15, 10:30 a.m.: Sunday Ser-
vice, “An Attitude of Gratitude” with
a visiting minister, the Rev. Jenny
Amstutz.

concerning statics relating to flu in
Colorado and the U.S.

Stay home and read your favorite
astronomy book. We'll try again on
March 5.

Gratitude is a life-giving practice
that can help us sustain joy in difficult
times. Join us as we explore the spiri-
tual practice of giving thanks.

e Feb 22, 10:30 a.m.: Action Sun-
day.

Join us the fourth Sunday to con-
tinue the UUA Common Read Book
— “Social Change Now: A Guide
for Reflection and Connection” by
Deepa lyer.

For more information about Com-
mon Read Book, visit www.uua.
org/lifespan/curricula/read/social-
change-now.

/
I
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AlTaxi Service !
970-585-4903

SpiritFire Inspirational Living
Center events are held at Xanadu
private retreat. Obtain information
by joining us, emailing pagosacom-
munitynewthought@gmail.com or
texting/calling (970) 510-0309.

RENT A CAR

PAGOSA AUTO RENTS

* Local

* Nights and Weekends

* Delivery Available!

Nt

Visit pagosaautorents.com

©70)585-9181

Looking to Buy or Sell?

Call one of our professional agents today!

While viewing this home,
imagine yourself sitting
on the wrap around deck
enjoying your morning
beverage and taking in
the stunning wintry views.
Discover an exceptional
single-level  home in
the prestigious Ranch
Community, nestled on a
sprawling acre-plus lot.
Meticulously crafted with
every detail in mind, this

extraordinary retreat. MLS# 826768

MLS #822945
2 Bed, 2 Bath, 2,073 sq foot house on 36.44 acres.
Navajo River Ranch has 2 private entrances into the
forest. This home has wonderful views of the San
Juan Mountain Range and great decks. 2 tributaries
come together to form a seasonal creek called Oil
Well Creek on the property.
To tour this home go to: https://tinyurl.
com/1001SoaringEagleCourt

Price Reduced

Own Your Own Colorado Land!
30 High Drive, MLS # 794628, $55,900

240 Glade Drive « $1,055,000

residence exudes quality and sophistication. The thoughtful design features three spacious bedrooms and
two bathrooms, seamlessly integrated with an open-concept kitchen, dining, and living area—perfect for
modern living and entertaining. A dual-sided gas fireplace, connecting the living room and primary suite,
creates a warm, inviting ambiance for cool evenings. Step outside to the expansive covered deck, complete
with a private hot tub, ideal for relaxing while soaking in breathtaking sunsets. Positioned at the end of a
tranquil road, this home offers serenity and convenience, with Lake Pagosa just a short stroll away and a
premier golf course nearby. Properties of this caliber are rare—don’t miss the opportunity to own this

To tour this home go to:
https://pspixeltree.com/240-Glade-Dr

1001 Soaring Eagle Court 1231 Ranchland Drive
$899,000 $290,000

MLS #829827
40 acres qualifying for Forest Service Ag, has had
significant fire mitigation done and property taxes
are under $200 per year. Borders Ute Indian Reser-
vation and has multiple build areas close to power.
Single car garage, 3-room bunkhouse, 1200-gallon
cistern, 2 wood burning stoves and 2 propane heat-
ers. Solar panels power the bunkhouse functions,
pump and lights. Garage accommodates a 22’ RV-
Pricing does not include the well on the property.
To tour this home go to: https://pspixeltree.
com/1231-Ranchland-Dr

33 Fawn Court
$875,000

MLS #824532
This meticulously cared for log cabin, near Lake For-
est, spans 2,732 square feet, featuring 4 bedrooms
and 3.5 bathrooms. Covered deck, backyard patio,
stunning mountain views. Open floor plan, modern
kitchen. Primary bedroom/bathroom located on the
main floor. 2-car garage connects through the laun-
dry area. Upstairs has two bedrooms/full bathroom,
while the lower level offers versatile space plus a
fourth bedroom with a full bath nearby.
To tour this home go to: https://pspixeltree.
com/33-Fawn-(t

Price Reduced

109 Carol’s Curves

$230,000

MLS #824583
The mobile home portion of this residence is 500
square feet. 1304 square feet is stick built. There
is also a small cabin built in 1993, 576 square feet
with bath and studio kitchen. The 1.2 acres is par-
tially fenced for dogs and the acreage is all usable.
The house has large picture windows with very nice
views. There are 3 outbuildings, the septic has been
inspected.
To tour this home go to: https://pspixeltree.
com/109-Carols-Curves

8am-8pm Sunday-Thursday

8am-10pm Friday and Saturday
or by appointment!

Fully licensed and insured!
Smoke-free vehicles!
Local discount system- just ask!

Reliability

Courtesy
Matters!

Counts!

Shellie Hogue Michael Averette Gail Brault Barbara Swindlehurst
REALTOR’, BROKER REALTOR®, Broker Associate ~ REALTOR®, Broker Associate ~ REALTOR’, BROKER/ OWNER
(:970.759.8109 (: (205) 393-0699 (:970.946.2051 (:303.618.7423
ShellieCHogue@gmail.com  Michael.Averette@gmail.com  GailBrault1957@gmail.com  Barbara@

www.shelliehogue.com Serving San Luis Valley MountainMeadowRealEstate.com

409 Lewis Street | P.O. Box 3850 | Pagosa Springs, CO 81147

PUC 16400, MCT 0021, DOT 2842985 MountainMeadowRealEstate.info « office: 970.264.6673

\
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All events listed in The PREVIEW
Calendar are free of charge unless
otherwise noted.

Thursday, Jan. 29

Ruby’s Writers Guild. 8:45-10:45
a.m., Senior Center. Ruby’s Writ-
ers Guild welcomes writers who
are looking for opportunities, sup-
port and camaraderie with other
writers. Members provide support,
resources and guidance for each
other.

Tai Chi Chih. 1:30-2:30 p.m., Senior
Center.

Tech Time. 2-4 p.m., Sisson Library.
Taylor will answer basic questions
related to computers, smartphones,
tablets, etc., and provide assistance
with accessing any of the library’s
online resources. Bring your device
charger and passwords.

English as a Second Language.
4-6 p.m., St. Patrick’s Episcopal
Church, 225 S. Pagosa Blvd. Your
library offers English as a second
language classes. These classes
are free. Call (970) 264-2209 or
email for more information.

PALS Adult Education. 5:30-8 p.m.,
Sisson Library. Pagosa Adult
Learning Services, or PALS, can
help you with high school equiva-
lency, GED, college prep, financial
aid, tutoring and more. Mark can
help you develop a plan to achieve
your education goals. Call (970)
264-2209 for more information.

Friday, Jan. 30

Good News Club. 1:15-3:15 p.m.,
Pagosa Springs Elementary
School. Aweekly club for kids in kin-
dergarten through the fourth grade
where the Bible is taught with songs,
stories, object lessons, games and
more. To register, visit https://cef-
colorado-431831.churchcenter.
com/people/forms/1006150.

Pagosa Springs Varsity Girls’ Bas-
ketball. 5:30 p.m., Pagosa Springs
High School. Pagosa versus Bay-
field.

Pagosa Springs Varsity Boys’ Bas-
ketball. 7 p.m., Pagosa Springs
High School. Pagosa versus Bay-
field.

Monday, Feb. 2

Women’s Fellowship. 9-11 a.m.,
Pope John Paul Il Catholic Church
classrooms, 353 S. Pagosa Blvd.

Senior Conversations. 1:15 p.m,,
Senior Center.

American Sign Language Class.
4-5 p.m., Pagosa Bible Church,
209 Harman Park Drive. Learn
and practice ASL skills in a group
setting. No minimum skill level is
required. Drop-ins are welcome.

Conversational Spanish. 4-5 p.m.,
St. Patrick’s Episcopal Church,
225 S. Pagosa Blvd. Practice your
Spanish conversation skills in a
group setting. No minimum skill
level required. A Sisson Library

program.

Tuesday, Feb. 3

Veterans for Veterans of Archul-
eta County. 9 a.m., Pagosa Bible
Church, 209 Harman Park Drive.
Veterans and family members are
invited to share experiences with
vets of all ages. Find out about the
latest in vets benefits, vets news
and community-focused events.
Contact (970) 880-8387 for more
details.

Coffee and Kiddos Playgroup. 10-11
a.m., Aspire Medical Services and
Education, 602 S. 8th St. For those
with kids ages birth to 3 years old.

Pagosa Springs Stitchers. 10 a.m.-
noon, Community United Methodist
Church, 434 Lewis St. Bring your
current stitching project and a
snack/drink if you wish, and enjoy
the fellowship of other stitchers. All
are welcome.

Bridge. 1:15 p.m., Senior Center.

English as a Second Language.
3-5 p.m., St. Patrick’s Episcopal
Church, 225 S. Pagosa Blvd. Your
library offers English as a second
language classes. These classes

H See Calendar on next page

Clip 'n Save 10%

*Off of 750 ml and 175 ml bottlese

WINES & LIQUORS

Non-Sale Items Only « Coupon not valid for beer purchases

ﬁeexﬁ;%zg%enter - Hwy. 160 I LV E R
East Pagosa Springs DULL AR

Mon.-Sat. Open 9 a.m. - Midnight
Sun. Open 10 a.m. - 10 p.m.

LIQUORS

HAVE MEDICAID?

eIl You may qualify for
FREE transportation.

transportation

to anywhere in Colorado
and border state
approved cities for
Medicaid insured rides
to and from Medicaid
providers

Pre-approval and
24-hour notice
required.

Call WJP/A1 Taxi to get
yourself set up.
970-731-4081

Also Durango Airport Shuttle « Taxi Service - Weddings
Charter Service - Private Parties

Wilderness Journeys Pagosa, Inc

Call 970-731-4081 for scheduling
PUC# 16400, DOT# 2842985, MCT# 0021
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are free. Call (970) 264-2209 or
email for more information.

Tween Baddie Buddies Book Club.
4-5 p.m., Sisson Library. Join to
adventure into the world of books.
For ages 11-14. Snacks will be
provided.

PALS Adult Education. 5:30-8 p.m.,
Sisson Library. Pagosa Adult Learn-
ing Services, or PALS, can help
you with high school equivalency,
GED, college prep, financial aid,
tutoring and more. Mark can help
you develop a plan to achieve your
education goals. Call (970) 264-
2209 for more information.

Pagosa Springs Varsity Girls’ Bas-
ketball. 5:30 p.m., Pagosa Springs
High School. Pagosa versus Del
Norte.

Men’s Fellowship. 6 p.m., Pope John
Paul Il Catholic Church classrooms,
353 S. Pagosa Blvd.

Pagosa Springs Varsity Boys’ Bas-
ketball. 7 p.m., Pagosa Springs
High School. Pagosa versus Del
Norte.

Wednesday, Feb. 4

Kids Kare. 9:30-11:30 a.m., Pagosa
Bible Church, 209 Harman Park
Drive. Aweekly club for 3- to 5-year-
olds where the Bible is taught with

songs, stories, object lessons,
games and more.

Family Storytime. 10-11 a.m., Sisson
Library. Join us for an educational
hour of reading, singing and free
play while building early literacy
skills together. For all ages. Call
(970) 264-2209 for more informa-
tion.

Bridge. 1:15 p.m., Senior Center.

Mindful Drawing. 1:15 p.m., Senior
Center.

Mexican Train Dominoes. 1:15p.m.,
Senior Center.

Elementary Tutoring. 3:30-4:30
p.m., Pagosa Springs Elementary
School, 141 S. 10th St. For grades
1-3. Elementary school children
are tutored in reading and math.
Registration required. Call (970)
264-2209 for more information. A
Sisson Library program.

Junior Youth Challenge. 3:30-4:45
p.m., Pagosa Springs Middle
School music room. A weekly club
for kids in fifth and sixth grade where
the Bible is taught with songs, sto-
ries, object lessons, games and
more. To register, visit https://cef-
colorado-431831.churchcenter.
com/people/forms/1006150.

Thursday, Feb. 5
Ruby’s Writers Guild. 8:45-10:45

a.m., Senior Center. Ruby’s Writers
Guild welcomes writers who are
looking for opportunities, support
and camaraderie with other writers.
Members provide support, resourc-
es and guidance for each other.

Tai Chi Chih. 1:30-2:30 p.m., Senior
Center.

Tech Time. 2-4 p.m., Sisson Library.
Taylor will answer basic questions
related to computers, smartphones,
tablets, etc., and provide assistance
with accessing any of the library’s
online resources. Bring your device
charger and passwords.

English as a Second Language.
4-6 p.m., St. Patrick’s Episcopal
Church, 225 S. Pagosa Blvd. Your
library offers English as a second
language classes. These classes
are free. Call (970) 264-2209 or
email for more information.

PALS Adult Education. 5:30-8 p.m.,
Sisson Library. Pagosa Adult
Learning Services, or PALS, can
help you with high school equiva-
lency, GED, college prep, financial
aid, tutoring and more. Mark can
help you develop a plan to achieve
your education goals. Call (970)
264-2209 for more information.

Friday, Feb. 6

Good News Club. 1:15-3:15 p.m,,
H See Calendar on next page

Pray

for
snow!

Debbie Loewen
Employing Broker
debbie@ownpagosa.com
448 Pagosa Street

(970) 946-3480

Seller’s Representative Specialist
Accredited Buyer’s Representative

2016 & 2018 Spirit Award, 2019 Realtor of the Year

Subscribe to The SUN

PagosaSUN.com
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Pagosa Springs Elementary
School. Aweekly club for kids in kin-
dergarten through the fourth grade
where the Bible is taught with songs,
stories, object lessons, games and
more. To register, visit https://cef-
colorado-431831.churchcenter.
com/people/forms/1006150.

Paws to Read. 2-3 p.m., Sisson Li-
brary. Read to Maple, the therapy
dog who loves stories.

Saturday, Feb. 7

LEGO Play. 11 a.m.-noon, Sisson
Library. For kids 6-11 years old.
Bring your own or use the library’s
LEGOs to free build. Contact the
library at (970) 264-2209 for further
information.

Pagosa Springs Varsity Girls’ Bas-
ketball. 2:30 p.m., Pagosa Springs
High School. Pagosa versus Ig-
nacio.

Pagosa Springs Varsity Boys’ Bas-
ketball. 4 p.m., Pagosa Springs
High School. Pagosa versus Ig-
nacio.

Monday, Feb. 9

Women’s Fellowship. 9-11 a.m.,
Pope John Paul Il Catholic Church
classrooms, 353 S. Pagosa Blvd.

Line Dancing. 9:30-11 a.m., PLPOA
Clubhouse, 230 Port Ave. Begin-
ners meet at 9:30 a.m. and the
advance group meets at 10:15
a.m. If you haven't attended before,
please call Beverly at (970) 264-
2064 for more information.

English as a Second Language. 10
a.m.-noon, St. Patrick’s Episcopal
Church, 225 S. Pagosa Blvd. Your
library offers English as a second

language classes. These classes
are free. Call (970) 264-2209 or
email for more information.

Senior Conversations. 1:15 p.m.,
Senior Center.

American Sign Language Class.
4-5 p.m., Pagosa Bible Church,
209 Harman Park Drive. Learn
and practice ASL skills in a group
setting. No minimum skill level is
required. Drop-ins are welcome.

Conversational Spanish. 4-5 p.m.,
St. Patrick’s Episcopal Church,
225 S. Pagosa Blvd. Practice your
Spanish conversation skills in a
group setting. No minimum skill
level required. A Sisson Library
program.

Tuesday, Feb. 10

Coffee and Kiddos Playgroup. 10-11
a.m., Aspire Medical Services and
Education, 602 S. 8th St. For those
with kids ages birth to 3 years old.

Pagosa Springs Stitchers. 10 a.m.-
noon, Community United Methodist
Church, 434 Lewis St. Bring your
current stitching project and a
snack/drink if you wish, and enjoy
the fellowship of other stitchers. All
are welcome.

Veterans for Veterans of Archuleta
County. 10 a.m., Pagosa Bible
Church, 209 Harman Park Drive.
Veterans and family members are
invited to share experiences with
vets of all ages. Find out about the
latest in vets benefits, vets news
and community-focused events.
Contact (970) 880-8387 for more
details.

Bridge. 1:15 p.m., Senior Center.

Ruby’s Book Club. 2-3 p.m., Archul-

H See Calendar on next page

Let us help you make your floors comfy and
water resistant for after you play in the snow!
Stop in today and browse our wide selection

The Tile & Carpet Store

M-F 8-4:30 « (970) 731-5282
204 Bastille Dr. (N.Pagosa Blvd, Left at Bastille Dr.)

The Weekly Crossword

ACROSS
1 Comedy routine
5 Grouchy Muppet

10 Greenish-blue

14 Colombian crop

15 Woodworking
tool

16 Stare flirtatiously

17 Out of the blue

19 Romances

20 Jon Hamm
series

21 Adds to, in a
way

23 Rush order?

25 Far from wordy

26 Crude dwellings

30 FBI folks

33 Young billy

34 Branch of
dentistry

36 One to worship

38 Ewe's mate

39 Smoker's puff

40 Dependability

45 One of the
Gershwins

46 Stereo knob

47 Ancient Italian

49 Bird feeder fill

51 Turbaned
Punjabi

52 In bad shape

55 Band tour toter

59 What comes to
mind

60 Breathing aid

62 Let off steam

63 Pull strings?

64 Sea eagle

65 A chip, maybe

66 That and that

67 Places for props

DOWN
1 Pond crud
2 Hawaiian coffee
3 Tended to a
sprain
4 IRS worker
5 Alfresco

by Margie E. Burke

1 2 3 4

10 |11 |12 |13

31 |32

33

36

40

6

52 |53

56 (57 [58

60 61

63

64

66

67

6 Utah airport
initials
7 "Black Bag"
actress
8 With regard to
9 Lucille Ball, e.g.
10 Charlie ____ of
"Charlie's
Angels"
11 Self-absorbed
12 Tissue additive
13 Moreor
18 Marinara
alternative
22 Jason's ship
24 Dishinalab
26 Hula or hoop
follower
27 Playground
quarry
28 Young person
29 Kind of oil
31 Bejeweled
headwear
32 "Cosmos"
creator

Copyright 2026 by The Puzzle Syndicate

35 Strikes

37 Set free

41 Downwind

42 Canopy support

43 Ancient Greek
ship

44 Territory of NW
Canada

48 Humiliates

50 Extra sense

52 Prima donna
53 Tree of life

locale
54 Newbie
56 Child's challenge
57 Sayit ___ so

58 Barely gets by
61 Director Van
Sant

Answers to Previous Crossword:
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AT [NJE[D]I[c|TIMR][E[E[L
LIE[G[I[s[L[A[T]o[RIM|T[E[M
s|A[N|c[H]|o L[E[s[s|E[N]S
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uls|E[R[sIE|R[R|E[DJB]E[E
| [L]E[SIHIE[RIE[sIMS|V[R]E
c/A[RIA 1 [K[E[NJA[c[R]1]D
E[N[D| I [N[GlIL[E[A[K[A[G]E]S
B oN T(HELE[VIEIL N
s|A[w[mM[I]L]L E[R[L|A[N]G
ARIE[AJ ' IM[P|E[R[S]O[N]A[L
GlAlL[THMFIE[E[L[s|lP]E[s]O
ABILIERMEIRIN] I [E[s[W]A]P
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H continued from previous page
eta County Transit Center, 83 Har-
man Park Drive. Join to discuss
“East of Eden” byJohn Steinbeck.

English as a Second Language.
3-5 p.m., St. Patrick’s Episcopal
Church, 225 S. Pagosa Blvd. Your
library offers English as a second
language classes. These classes
are free. Call (970) 264-2209 or
email for more information.

PALS Adult Education. 5:30-8 p.m.,
Sisson Library. Pagosa Adult
Learning Services, or PALS, can
help you with high school equiva-
lency, GED, college prep, financial
aid, tutoring and more. Mark can
help you develop a plan to achieve
your education goals. Call (970)
264-2209 for more information.

Men’s Fellowship. 6 p.m., Pope John
Paul Il Catholic Church classrooms,
353 S. Pagosa Blvd.

Wednesday, Feb. 11

Kids Kare. 9:30-11:30 a.m., Pagosa
Bible Church, 209 Harman Park
Drive. Aweekly club for 3- to 5-year-
olds where the Bible is taught with
songs, stories, object lessons,
games and more.

Family Storytime. 10-11 a.m., Sisson
Library. Join us for an educational
hour of reading, singing and free
play while building early literacy

skills together. For all ages. Call
(970) 264-2209 for more informa-
tion.

Bridge. 1:15 p.m., Senior Center.

Mindful Drawing. 1:15 p.m., Senior
Center.

Mexican Train Dominoes. 1:15p.m.,
Senior Center.

Legal Clinic. 2-3:40 p.m., Sisson
Library. Meet with a volunteer civil
attorney via 20-minute phone ap-
pointments. Registration opens
Feb. 2 and space is limited. Regis-
tration is required. Call (970) 264-
2209. Space is limited.

Elementary Tutoring. 3:30-4:30
p.m., Pagosa Springs Elementary
School, 141 S. 10th St. For grades
1-3. Elementary school children
are tutored in reading and math.
Registration required. Call (970)
264-2209 for more information. A
Sisson Library program.

Junior Youth Challenge. 3:30-4:45
p.m., Pagosa Springs Middle
School music room. A weekly club
for kids in fifth and sixth grade where
the Bible is taught with songs, sto-
ries, object lessons, games and
more. To register, visit https://cef-
colorado-431831.churchcenter.
com/people/forms/1006150.

Order of the Eastern Star Peace and
Harmony Chapter #158. 7 p.m.,
Masonic Lodge, 277 Lewis St. Call

Donna at (970) 946-8201 for more
information.

Submit your calendar items to editor@
pagosasun.com; mail them to The
Pagosa Springs SUN, P.O. Box
9, Pagosa Springs, CO 81147; or
deliver them to The SUN office by
noon Monday.

Trinity Anglican Church

“The last shall be first,
and the first last,” says Jesus.

Return to the God who loves you.
Holy Communion, Sunday @ 10am.

246 Harman Park Dr. » trinityanglicanchurch.org

Runn

staying actively involved at

of Republican Women.

Build

Deliveri

Veronica Medina

Archuleta County Commissioner - District 3

A proven record of leadership.
A commitment to community.

Veronica Medina has built a strong record of community leadership and collaboration,

has a voice where it matters most.

Her dedication to public service, conservative values, and community engagement has
earned her recognition as Republican Woman of the Year 2025, by the Colorado Federation

Representing Archuleta County with integrity

Experience. Integrity. Community.

Re-Elect Veronica Medina
County Commissioner, District 3

VeronicaMedina4Commissioner@gmail.com % 970.582.0066

Paid for by Veronica Medina for Archuleta County Commissioner Committee

4

ing for Re-Election

the local, regional and state levels to ensure Archuleta County

Veronica Medina is focused on:
ing strong community partnerships

ng experienced, principled leadership

We are asking for your support.
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Photo courtesy Charles Martinez

This week’s Bird of the Week, compliments of the Weminuche Audubon
Society and Audubon Rockies, is the Woodhouse’s scrub-jay.

This is one of the birds that adds a splash of blue to our compliment
of winter birds. Its rounded, crestless head quickly distinguishes it from
the black-crested Steller’s jay, our other common blue-colored jay. The
Woodhouse’s is light blue and gray above, and has a whitish throat and
gray belly. It has a long body and tail and a white strip above the eyes.
Its gray and white markings separate it from the all-blue pinyon jay.

Of the four species of scrub-jays, the Woodhouse’s is the one found
in the interior western part of North America, occupying parts of Nevada,
Utah, the western halves of Colorado and New Mexico and down into
Mexico. They primarily inhabit pinyon-juniper and oak-pinyon forests
like those found in the southern parts of Archuleta County, but they also
venture into our higher pine-oak woodlands and yards.

Like other members of the Corvid family of birds, this scrub-jay is
described as vocal, inquisitive and assertive. In summer it eats mostly
insects and fruits, but switches to a vegetarian diet in fall and winter,
which includes pine nuts, juniper berries and grass seeds. lts fairly thin,
pointed bill is designed to extract seeds from the cones of ponderosa
and pinyon pines.

To carry it through the winter months, a scrub-jay caches food in
hundreds of hiding places within its territory by poking shallow holes
in the ground and covering the seed with dirt and leaves. One bird may
store up to 6,000 pinyon seeds in a season. The jay is secretive when
hiding food, first looking around to see if anyone is watching and moving
its store to another spot if it is observed.

At seed feeders, scrub-jays toss anything but sunflower seeds in
good condition to the ground. Turkeys come running to grab what is
discarded when a scrub jay lands to stuff its mouth full of food to bury.

These birds are important agents of seed dispersal for trees whose
seeds are too heavy to be carried by the wind.

For information on events, visit www.weminucheaudubon.org and
www.facebook.com/weminucheaudubon/.

Thank you
for supporting
our advertisers!

Advertising makes it possible
for us to bring you the latest
community news.

Y

Shop
Pagosa
Springs

first.

HUD
Publisher's Notice

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

All real estate advertising in this newspaper is sub-
ject to the Fair Housing act which makes it illegal to
advertise "any preference limitation or discrimination
based on race, color, religion, sex, handicap, famil-
ial status, or national origin, or an intention, to make
such preference, limitation or discrimination." Famil-
ial status includes children under the age of 18 living
with parents or legal custodians, pregnant women
and people securing custody of children under 18.

This newspaper will not knowingly accept any ad-
vertising for real estate which is in violation of the
law. Our readers are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised in this newspaper are available on
an equal opportunity basis. To complain of discrimi-
nation call HUD toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. The toll-
free number for the hearing impaired is 1-800-927-
9275.

SUDOKU

Fun By The
Numbers

Like puzzles?

Then you'll love
sudoku. This
mind-bending
puzzle will have
you hooked from

the moment you
square off, so

sharpen your
pencil and put
your sudoku
savvy to the test!

Here’s How It Works:

Leavel: Advancad

Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine
3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each
row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row,
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will
appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!
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Humble beginnings for
the Ruby Sisson Library

By Barbara Brattin
PREVIEW Columnist

Have you ever wondered why
your public library is called the Ruby
M. Sisson Memorial Library? Our
legal name is actually Upper San
Juan Library District, and we are an
independent special district library
that serves all of Archuleta County.
So, what is this Ruby Sisson name
all about?

The library is named for Ruby
Murel Cales Sisson — an educator,
philanthropist and rancher who,
through her will, donated trust
funds to the library and Methodist
Church.

Sisson taught school locally from
1929-1978, with the exception of one
year during World War II. From 1936-
1948 she alternated between teach-
ingat the Blanco Basin school, a one-
room schoolhouse where she taught
all eight grades, and Pagosa Springs
High School, where she taught math.
The first school in Blanco Basin was
held in a chicken coop at the Sisson
ranch in 1905.

Sisson’s trust funds helped build
the current public library in Pagosa
Springs, and also provided for high
school scholarships.

The collections for that firstlibrary
came from an attorney, Frank Spick-
ard, who made his personal library
available to the members of a young
ladies’ literary club, and a wealthy
benefactor in New York whose estate
donated 48 books. The library opened
in February of 1907 in the basement
of the Methodist Church.

Initially volunteers ran the library.

The Pagosa Springs Civic Club took
over operations in February of 1910,
when the collection numbered 202
books. Between 1910 and 1960, the
library resided in a church, a log
cabin and the old town hall.

In 1960, the library moved into
two small rooms in the new town
hall that had been built at the corner
of U.S. 160 and Lewis Street (now the
location of Bell Tower Park). When
Archuleta County took over the li-
brary in 1966, it became possible to
hire a full-time librarian. The Upper
San Juan Library District was formed
in 1985 to give the library a stable
funding base.

The library opened in its current
location at U.S. 160 and 8th Street
in February of 1989 after the Pagosa
Springs Women’s Civic Club and the
Friends of the Library raised more
than $700,000 for a permanent build-
ing. Since then, the library has been
expanded twice.

A 2026 expansion adds a large
community room, a new children’s
room with adjoining garden, and
a dedicated teen room and maker-
space.

For more history, don’t miss this
shortvideo from Bob and Livia Lynch
with expertise from Spence Scott
about Ruby Sisson and the library’s
H See Library on next page

Pickup and delivery
for equipment rentals
available!

See our full line of equipment
on pinevalleyrental.com

Winter is here,
SNOW IS hear,
come rent a Deere!

391 Bastille Drive - (970) 731-4410

Man Lifts « Pole Saws
Brush Hogs « Trenchers
Log Splitters
Wood Chippers
Power Rakes « Skid Steers
Excavators and much more!

OPENING MONDAY, FEBRUARY 2

Mail box rentals

Personal/Business

Shipping services

with major carriers

_Printing | motary

Ask us about veteran and local discounts

Independent business + Locally owned and operated

56 Talisman Drive, Unit 3
between Ramon’s and OK Nails

(970) 731-SHIP (7447)

Isit us on the We

PagosaSUN.com
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H continued from previous page
humble beginnings: www.pagosali-
brary.org/our-history.

Library to be closed Feb.
5 for training

The library will be closed Feb. 5 for
an all-staff training day.

GED by appointment

only

Aswe gear up for the grand open-
ing of our new library space, we're
taking a break from regular GED
hours. If you are working toward
your general education degree or a
high school equivalency exam, or
if you could use a tutoring session
to help you with your educational
goals, give the library a call at (970)
264-2209 and we'll connect you with
our instructor.

Construction update

Electrical, plumbing and me-
chanical elements of the building
are roughed in and exterior window
installation is underway. You'll see
exterior doors by the first week in
February and drywall will begin right
after the insulation is completed.
Follow us on Facebook for periodic
pictures of progress.

Colorado Parks Passes
for checkout

It may seem like the wrong time of
year to visit Colorado state parks, but
with our mild winter, why not get out-
side and enjoy the parks’ off-season?

The Ruby Sisson Library has free
Colorado Parks passes for checkout
that include a backpack with nature
guides, binoculars and fun activities.
Reserve yours today.

New Tumblemath for kids

Ask Al if good readers are good at
math, and here’s the answer you get:
“Yes, good readers are often good at
math because reading skills like com-
prehension, vocabulary, and logical
reasoning are crucial for understand-
ing word problems, mathematical
language, and complex concepts,
with strong early reading ability be-
ing a key predictor of later math suc-
cess. Both subjects rely on creating
mental images, using context, and
persevering through challenges, and
brain areas used for reading are also
involved in math tasks like multipli-
cation, showing a deep connection.”

That’s theidea behind the library’s
brand new online offering for kids,
Tumblemath. Kids can learn math
concepts through fun picture books
that tell the story of why math works.

Concepts range from basic addi-
tion all the way through geometry for
older readers. You can find Tumble-
math in our digital library on the

alphabetical list or in the homework
section.

Meet us out in the
community

Now that we have much less space
for our operations and no meeting
rooms during construction, several
of our regular activities and special
events are happening in other loca-
tions.

Please check the listings in this
column and on your library’s web-
site, pagosalibrary.org, for location
changes throughout the construc-
tion. If no other location is men-
tioned, the activity will stay at your
library.

Activities calendars

Pick up monthly calendars at the
library or check the website, https://
www.pagosalibrary.org/events-
calendar, so you don’t miss any of the
free programs, events and activities
available to you and your family.

Online author talks

Our free online author talks with
New York Times bestselling authors
continue in January with some nota-
ble authors, including David Brooks
and Liz Moore, for you to watch live
on Zoom or via a recording later this
month.

H See Library on next page

Foam Insulation
Specialist

Locally Owned - Serving the Four Corners
More than 25 years of safe and proven performance

- Green built
« Certified healthy
« Open & closed cell foam

« Save up to 50% on monthly
heating and cooling bills

+ All-in-one insulation and air
barrier

insulation
+ Helps improve indoor air - Fiberglass
quality and comfort . Cellulose

+ Energy efficient « INSULATION REMOVAL

CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

OWNER STAN MADDUX . (970) 749-5711
LICENSED & INSURED

Half Page Ad

Buy One, Get One FREE!

For the month of February only, purchase a 1/2 page ad
in The Pagosa Springs SUN or PREVIEW, get the second week FREE!

Requirements: A minimum of 2 half-page ads must run in February 5 through 26, 2026 editions.
Must be the same ad for both insertions, runs do not need to be consecutive. Business’ main office must be located in Archuleta County.

Offer not available for color ads or political ads. Limited to the first 10 advertisers.

It’s the Best Deal of the Year.
What Are You Waiting For?

Preview 1/2 page: $325
SUN 1/2 page: $504

Call Shari to reserve your advertising space today.

Publishing Visitor Guides in Pagosa Springs for over 30 years
Publishing the Official Newspaper of Archuleta County since 1909

970.264.2100
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Archuleta Seniors Inc. holds
inaugural Pagosa Puzzle Palooza

By Crystal Gillich
PREVIEW Columnist

Our inaugural Pagosa Puzzle
Palooza was a high-energy, commu-
nity-spirited fundraising event that
brought together friends, families
and neighbors, some all the way from
Durango, in support of Archuleta
Seniors Inc. (ASI).

Teams competed to complete a
timed jigsaw puzzle challenge while
also raising funds through team
sponsorships, proving that teamwork
and generosity go hand in hand.

Twelve teams consisting of a total
of 46 competitors were welcomed
with pizza, and a table full of award

Library

H continued from previous page

For details and to register, go to
https://libraryc.org/pagosalibrary/
upcoming.

Conversational Spanish

The Conversational Spanish group
continues on Mondays from 4 to 5
p.m. at St. Patrick’s Episcopal Church
at 225 S. Pagosa Blvd. This is a great
opportunity to practice your Spanish
in a free, friendly group setting. No
minimum skill level is needed.

Ruby’s Book Club

Join us for Ruby’s Book Club from
2 to 3 p.m. on Tuesday, Feb. 10, as
we discuss “East of Eden” by John
Steinbeck. Copies are available at
your library.

This free book club for adults is
held the second Tuesday of each
month, alternating between fiction
and nonfiction titles. Anyone is wel-
come to attend.

During construction, it takes place
atthe new Harman Park Transit Cen-
ter, 83 Harman Park Drive, next to the
Archuleta County Sheriff’s Office.

Family storytime

Wednesdays from 10 to 11 a.m.,
join a free educational hour of read-
ing, singing and free play to build
early literacy skills.

Elementary school
tutoring

Free after-school for first through
third grades takes place on Wednes-
days from 3:30 to 4:30 p.m. Registra-
tion is required because of limited
space, so call your library now at
(970) 264-2209 to enroll your child.

This invaluable tutoring involves
one-on-one and small-group help for
math, literacy, writing and spelling.

Note that because of construction
at the library these sessions will take
place at the elementary school.

Writers Guild

Thursdays from 9 to 11 a.m.,

puzzles stood waiting for the winners
of this competition.

Competition to complete identi-
cal 500-piece puzzles in under three
hours was fierce and fun.

First place was claimed by team
Thinking Outside the Box, finishing
with an incredible time of 47 minutes
and 20 seconds. In true small-town
fashion, this team came together

Ruby’s Writers Guild welcomes writ-
ers looking for support, guidance, re-
sources and camaraderie with other
writers at this free gathering.

During construction the group
will meet at the Pagosa Senior Center,
451 Hot Springs Blvd. Enter through
the left side of the building.

Tech Time

Free in-person slots are available
from 2 to 4 p.m. on Thursdays. Taylor
helps with basic questions relating to
computers, smartphones and tablets
and also provides assistance in ac-
cessing the library’s online resources.
No appointment is needed, but
please bring your device’s charger
and passwords with you.

English as a second
language classes expand

Free in-person classes happen on
Mondays from 10 a.m. to noon, Tues-
days from 3 to 5 p.m. and Thursdays,
from 4 to 6 p.m. for students of all lev-
els at St. Patrick’s Episcopal Church,
225 S. Pagosa Street. Please help us
pass the word about these classes.

New and notable

e Jamie Oliver’s “Eat Yourself
Healthy.”

o “The Love Language That Mat-
ters Most” by Gary Chapman.

« “Mahjong for Dummies.

e “Design Thinking: A Guide to
Innovation” by Fred Estes.

o “The Cortisol Reset Plan: The
Complete Guide to Balancing Your
Hormones, Reversing Weight Gain,
and Restoring Nervous System
Health”

¢ “Mayo Clinic Guide to Arthritis:
Managing Joint Pain for an Active
Life”

o “Wilderness Knits for the Great
Outdoors.”

« “Wild Basketry: Making Baskets
and Natural Cordage From Foraged
Plants.”

e “The Anthropology Book: Big
Ideas Simply Explained.”

when two separate two-person teams
were paired, only to discover they
had met before. You've got to love a
small town.

Second place went to team Puz-

H See Senior on page 17

We built our business
on Excellence &
Customer Service

Give us a call and experience the difference!

970-582-3225

We are off Piedra & Hwy. 160 next to the bank
9 Solomon Dr, Unit 1

Open Mon-Fri ¢ 8 a.m.-noon and 1-5 p.m.

Local. Knowledgeable.
Dependable & Reliable
Independently Owned and Operated
Best in Customer Service
Proven Safety Record
Over 150 Years Combined Experience

Arrowhead Propane, Inc.
970-582-3225

arrowheadpropaneco.com

Wed love to be your propane supplier!
Come, see us today.
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Veterans Crisis Line
BASKETBALL W O R D E A R C H free, confidential support to veterans in crisis,
as well as their family and friends 24/7/365.
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TIPOFF Expiration date PO Box 9
TRAVELING Signature Pagosa Springs, CO 81147
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H continued from page 15
zled and Confused, who were any-
thing but, completing their puzzle in
1 hour, six minutes and 45 seconds.
After aminor setback and a strong
comeback, third place was awarded to
team Edges First, finishing with a time
of 1 hour, 10 minutes and 26 seconds.

Holiday closures

ASIwill be closed Feb. 16 for Presi-
dents Day. No meals or programs will
be offered that day.

Senior Conversations

The very popular Senior Conver-
sations with local Bill Salmansohn
takes place on Mondays from 1:30 to
2:20 p.m. at the Senior Center.

The exception in February is the
rescheduling of the gathering from
Feb. 16 to Feb. 20, still at 1:15 p.m.,
due to the holiday.

Salmonsohn brings to the conver-
sations a variety of topics designed to
stimulate discussions within a safe
and comfortable environment as we
explore our well-being and shared
experiences.

This is a unique opportunity to
connect with others in the Archuleta
community, fostering sharing and
friendships.

Snacks will be provided.

Afterward, hosted by Robin Wil-
liams, stay for a get-together created
for those who wish to continue the
conversation. This opportunity is
typically from 2:30 to 3:30 p.m., fol-
lowing Senior Conversations. The
group occasionally reconvenes as an
informal gathering at various local
restaurants.

Stretching and mobility
weekly class

Community members are invited
to attend free weekly classes every
Tuesday from 10 to 11 a.m. at the
Senior Center at 451 Hot Springs
Blvd., in the back of the Ross Aragon
Community Center.

The stretching and mobility class-
es for adults age 55 or better are
designed to help build balance in the
body through functional exercises
that aim to improve mobility and
flexibility.

Participants will have the oppor-
tunity to enjoy a variety of techniques
that can help enhance overall move-
ment efficiency.

Though not necessary, a mat is
recommended for this class.

The program is instructed by local
ballet dance instructor Dee Pitchon,
who will provide modifications to
ensure the safety and effectiveness
of the exercises.

Mahjong

Mahjongis a 19th century Chinese
tile-based game that is commonly
played with four players. Each player
receives 13 tiles with a goal to make
matching sets and pairs (like poker).
To win, a player must form four sets
and one pair.

Come to the Senior Center to learn
or play every Tuesday at 1:15 p.m.

Bridge

The game of bridge is held on Tues-
days and Wednesdays at 1:15 p.m.

Bridge is a four-player card game
with partners sitting opposite each
other around a table. Itis a trick-taking
card game using a standard 52-card
deck. Come alone or bring a partner.

Hand and foot card game

Whether you are new to hand and
foot or interested in learning, please
join us most Tuesdays at 1:15 p.m. at
the Senior Center.

This card game involves four
rounds, with the final round reached
sometime between two and three
hours later. Plan to stay and meet
some new friends or catch up with
those you have missed.

No experience is necessary, so
come willing to learn.

Emotional freedom

On the second Thursday of the
month from 1:30 to 2:30 p.m., join
the “Tappers,” who practice a self-
regulation technique to relieve symp-
toms of anxiety, depression, insomnia
and more.

Everything you need to get started
isincluded in this fun, engaging, sup-
portive class taught by Judith New-
man, LPC.

Mindful drawing

Mindful drawing is an easy-to-
learn, relaxing and fun way to cre-
ate beautiful images by drawing
structured patterns. Join our friendly
instructor, Roberta Strickland.

Classes are every Wednesday at
1:15 p.m. in the Senior Center. There
is no class on Wednesday, Nov. 26.

This activity is open to all ages.
Help us create an intergenerational
community. For those under 18 and/
or with disabilities, you are welcome
to join us, but we kindly ask you to
please bring an adult chaperone
with you.

Mexican train dominoes

Mexican train dominoes meets on
Wednesdays at 1:15 p.m. at the Senior
Center.

Ruby’s Writers Guild

The Ruby’s Writers Guild now
meets on Thursdays from 8:45 to 10:30
a.m. The Guild is an informal group
that meets to support writers of all
genres and experiences. It supports
writers through friendly critique, re-
sources, discussion, and literary and
cultural activities. Bring your secret
idea drafts or completed manuscripts.
Come join the group.

Tai chi chih

Tai chi classes are on Thursdays
from 1:30 to 2:30 p.m. in the Senior
Center.

Tai chi chih is not a martial art, but
rather a tool for self-healing. Softness,
flow and effortlessness are the guiding
principles in this meditative practice.
The 19 movements and one pose are
designed to stimulate, circulate and
balance the vital energy that is inher-
entin all of us.

Bingo

Join us for bingo on Feb. 13 and
Feb. 27.

Participation is free, and all we ask
is you bring yourself and a friend for
an hour of joyful fellowship. We will
provide prizes for all winners, and
snacks will also be provided.

H See Senior on next page

| want to thank Pagosa and beyond
for decades of patronage.
Wishing you love, health, joy and peace
for this season and throughout 2026.

WINDOW COVERINGS

Helping Pagosans and beyond to make
\their house a home since 1986.

Cathy Justus WE.C.P.
Window Fashions
Ce’zt_iﬁ:ed pzqfessional

264-4462

miserable.

easily eradicated.

tendencies to overwork.

mites.

of years.

asleep longer.

HOW TO SLEEP BETTER
AND WAKE UP REFRESHED

Let’s face it, there is very little difference
between a sleep deprived adult and a sleep
deprived baby: they are both cranky and

Sleep loss due to poor sleeping habits can be

Sleep is natural, but some of us may have lost
our instinct due to our artificial lifestyles and

Today’s research excerpt may help. A 2001
German study found that a medium-firm
pillow significantly improved sleep (the
firmest was of no advantage). Bottom line: A
pillow should support your head, not bury it.

Pillows also frequently contribute to allergies
that impair breathing. The source of allergens can be the filling (down allergies are common) or dust

I highly recommend getting a non-allergenic foam pillow and a dust-mite-blocking protector. You
should toss your pillow into the dryer every few months to kill dust mites and replace it every couple

If you're in the market for a mattress, Consumer Reports found that people who spent 15 minutes
testing a bed in the store—spending at least five minutes on each side, especially in their preferred
sleeping position—were as satisfied as those who were allowed to take the beds home for a test sleep.

By exposing sleep-deprived people to specially designed full-spectrum lights (10,000 lux fluorescent
bulbs) for 30 minutes in the early morning, scientists have helped them get to sleep earlier and stay

One theory is that regular exposure to such light in the morning triggers a more advantageous
nighttime release of melatonin, the hormone that keeps your body clock on a regular schedule,
ensuring that you feel sleepy in the evening and stay asleep through the night.

Source: “How to Sleep Better and Have More Energy.” By Woodson Merrell.
Bonus Tip: Visit http://www.AmazingFacts.org for spiritual refreshment every week!

“For I will satisfy the weary soul, and every languishing soul I will replenish.” Jeremiah 31:25

A public service from your Adventist friends & neighbors at Pagosa Springs Seventh Day Adventist Church.
Disclaimer: This and all our Nature’s Remedies are for health information purposes only. The Seventh Day Adventist Church is not responsible for results.

A PROTESTANT DENOMINATION

40 Oren Road « 970-731-1005




Page 18 - Section 1 - The Pagosa Springs SUN - PREVIEW - Thursday, January 29, 2026

Photo courtesy Archuleta Seniors Inc.

Team Thinking Outside the Box wins the inaugural Pagosa Puzzle
Palooza. The team logged a time of of 47 minutes and 20 seconds.

Senior

H continued from previous page

No RSVPisrequired; just show up.

All ages are welcome, but we ask
those 18 and younger to come with
an adult chaperone. Seats are first
come, first served.

Scrapbooking and
crafters club

The Pagosa Springs Scrapbooking
and Crafters Club continues to hold
monthly meetings the second Satur-
day of each month from 10 a.m. to 3
p.m. at the Community Center, 451
Hot Springs Blvd., within the dining
hall in the Senior Center.

This creative tradition has been
happening since 2005, and we invite
all creative individuals to come and
share ideas, connect with new and
old friends, learn/share creative tech-
niques, share supplies and indulge
in a potluck lunch together. Bring
your scrapbooking projects — or any
crafting project that you may want to
work on with the group.

Help us create an intergenera-
tional community. Those ages 18
and older are welcome. For those
youth age 17 and younger, we kindly
request an adult chaperone accom-
pany them.

Share lunch Monday
through Friday

Join local elders, their friends,
family and community at the Com-
munity Cafe, also known as the Silver
Fox’s Den, in person for delicious
meals Mondays through Fridays at
the Community Center between 11
a.m. and 1 p.m. Grab ‘N’ Go pickup
via our convenient portico is also
available all week.

To reserve your meal for the day,
please make your reservation via
text or phone call to (970) 264-2167
by 8:45 a.m. weekdays. Please say
whether it is dine-in or Grab ‘N’ Go.

Our dining hall is open to all ages
and welcomes you all with kindness
and warmth. We provide hot/cold
meals for anyone in the community
interested in a nutritious and deli-
cious meal. For those 60 or older we
request a suggested donation of $6,
but no one will be turned away. There
isa$10.50 charge for guests under the
age of 60.

Community Cafe menu

Call or text (970) 264-2167 before
8:45 a.m. Please note that occasion-
ally the menu must be changed on
short notice.

Thursday, Jan. 29 — Beeflasagna,
wilted spinach, garlic bread, garden
salad, fruit and milk.

Friday, Jan. 30 — Pork tenderloin
with blackberry glaze, baked pota-
toes, lima beans, garden salad, fruit,
cottage cheese and milk.

Monday, Feb. 2 — Honey garlic
shrimp, vegetable fried rice, sauteed
snow peas, garden salad, fruit, yogurt
and milk.

Tuesday, Feb. 3 — Mushroom and
spinach Alfredo spaghetti, focaccia
bread, garden salad, fruit, and milk.

Wednesday, Feb. 4 — BBQ coun-
try pork ribs, baked potatoes, maca-
roni salad, garden salad, apple crisp
and milk.

Thursday, Feb. 5 — Chicken pota-
to-leek soup, focaccia bread, roasted
beet salad with walnuts and goat
cheese, cookies, and milk.

Friday, Feb. 6 — Beef curry with
rice, roasted cauliflower, garden
salad, fruit, chai pudding and milk.

Text reservations

Don'’t forget that we offer a con-
venient texting service for you to
communicate with us. Text us at
(970) 264-2167. When texting, please
include your name, phone number
and the days you want a meal. If you
are canceling a reservation, please
include your name, phone number
and the days you want to cancel.

Mountain Express
Transit senior paratransit
services

Seniors over the age of 60 can be
verified to receive services through
discounted paratransit services, free
bus rides and pick up at your home
to bring you to the Senior Center for
lunch. To become eligible, there is a
form to complete.

Older adults needing a ride to a lo-
cal food pantry can contact the Moun-
tain Express Transit (MET) to schedule
aride with its paratransit service.

Call the Archuleta County MET at
(970) 264-2250 for information.

H See Senior on next page

SPRINGS

OFFICIAL VISITOR GUIDE;

MEET THE PEOPLE OF PAGOS
ENTERTAINMENT | ARTS &

Advertise
your business

In the guide
visitors use.

GS|OUTDOOR ADVENTURES & MORE

ASPRIN LODGING

EVENTS | SHOPPING | DINING |

A SPRINGS SUN
SPRING/SUMMER/FALL 2025 + A PUBLICATION OF THE PAGOS!

Pagosa Springs

Official Visitor Guide™

Advertising Deadline:

30,000 copies of the award-winning

Pagosa Springs Officia

be printed and distributed at Walmart,
The Springs Resort, Wyndham, Pagosa
Springs Area Visitor Center, many other

area establishments, a
throughout Colorado.

February 27, 2026

The guide will be mailed in one edition of

1 Visitor Guide™ will The Pagosa Springs SUN to subscribers.

A digitally enhanced version of the guide
will be online at PagosaSUN.com and
ExplorePagosa.com. The Pagosa Area
Tourism Board will provide a link to this
guide on visitpagosasprings.com.

nd welcome centers

To ensure that your business is represented in
Pagosa Springs’ largest and most comprehensive visitor guide,

(9

call or email Shari today.
70) 264-2100 or shari@pagosasun.com

457 Lewis Street « (970) 264-2100
www.PagosaSUN.com

Whether you're
alcohol or drug

988 Lifeline

facing mental health struggles, emotional distress,
use concerns, or just need someone to talk to, our
counselors are here for you.

You are not alone. 988 for help.
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Medicare assistance by
appointment

For anyone who needs help
enrolling and navigating Medicare
plans, the San Juan Basin Area
Agency on Aging helps with parts
A, B and D. They can also help you
with fraud concerns and trouble-
shooting any billing issues you may
be having. By appointment only.
Please call the Medicare line at
(970) 403-6759 for an appointment
and where to meet.

Board vacancies

The ASI Board of Directors has
positions open. Terms are three
years with an option to renew for an
additional term.

Potential candidates should be
at least 21 years of age or older and
must have a passion for adult and
aging services.

Please stop by our offices at 451
Hot Springs Blvd. to pick up an ap-
plication or call (970) 264-2167 for
more information.

For more information about ASI,
please visit www.psseniors.org.

Support the Senior

Center

New, starting in 2026, small do-
nations can be deducted without

itemizing your tax return. It is the
Permanent Universal Charitable
Deduction.

Here’s what this means: For tax
years beginning after Dec. 31, 2025,
those who do notitemize can deduct
up to $1,000 for individual tax filing
and $2,000 for married couples filing
jointly.

The goal of this provision is to

recognize and encourage charitable
giving across all income levels, po-
tentially boosting donations from
middle-income households who
may not itemize their deductions.

You may mail your donation to
ASI, P.O. Box 3444, Pagosa Springs,
CO 81147, or please visit our web-
site: www.psseniors.org/ (donation
button).

VAIL WATER HEATERS & BOILERS

Certified

Warranty
Repair

The ONLY Certified
Navien Tankless & Boiler

Installation & Repair

ONLY COMPANY WITH INVENTORY OF
Water Heaters & Parts for all
Navien Water Heaters and Boilers

SERVING PAGOSA SPRINGS

Chromo, Chama, Bayfield

24/7 SAME DAY SERVICE

Call today to learn more (760) 835'1 041

Cla

MISCELLANEOUS

Meet Lola! A friendly 9-year-old female lab
mix who loves to snuggle and lounge.
Does well with people and other pets. Call
the Humane Society at (970) 731-4771.

Meet Diva! Sheis a 1 year old black cat
full of love and playfulness!
She’s very friendly and loves people!
Diva is good with other cats.
(all the Humane Society at (970) 731-4771.

AGE PRICES
All Massages
include

OVERLOOK

HoT SPRNGS
SPA
Downtown Pagosa 264-4040

MISCELLANEOUS

SELLERS BEWARE: Scams involving buyers
trying to deceive sellers have have taken place
in our community. Do not accept checks,
money orders or other payment methods for
more than the payment price where you are
asked to pay the overpayment to the buyer or
another person. Consult with your financial in-
stitution to be sure the payment method is not
fake before you allow the item to be picked up.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

CONCERNED ABOUT ANOTHER’S DRINK-
ING? Pagosa Springs Al-anon Family Group
meets Tuesdays 6-7p.m., Pagosa Bible
Church. Questions? Call/ text (303)815-8569.
www.al-anon.org.

PAGOSA AA: Monday, Wednesday, Friday
5:30 Men’s Tuesday 5:30 Ladies Friday
11:30a.m. Saturday and Sunday 10a.m.
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday 12 noon.
Zoom Sunday 10a.m. Zoom Thursday noon
women only: Zoom ID 858319763 password
754234, 315 N. 2nd Street, County Road 200
(-2 miles off Hwy. 160). Call Kathi (970)946-
1482, or central office (888)333-9649.

THERE IS A SOLUTION GROUP of Alco-
holics Anonymous meets Tuesdays, Thurs-
days, Saturdays, 5:30-6:30p.m., Pagosa
Bible Church, 209 Harman Park Drive. Ques-
tions? Diamond: (970)264-1073. Charlotte:
(970)903-9690. More resources: www.aa.org,
www.aa-westerncolorado.com, (970)245-
9649, (888)333-9649 (24 hrs.).

PERSONALS

FREE. CONFIDENTIAL. HELP. 24-hour
domestic violence and sexual assault helpline.
(970) 264-9075.

SERVICES

CHIMNEY CLEANING -dryer vent cleaning-
25+ years. Courteous reliable service. Free
quotes. Arlie’s Chimney Sweep. (970)731-
2543.

CUSTOM PICTURE FRAMING. Reason-
able prices. Linda Lerno, (970)731-0658 or
(970)507-0176.

ART CLASSES OFFERED. Drawing, paint-
ing, leather craft and more. Call for informa-
tion. Anita, (970)317-8332. Custom -made
leather items for sale, 15% off.

JAND J ENTERPRISES is looking for friendly
and enthusiastic people who are eager to
help customers navigate the wide world of
cannabis. We offer paid sick leave, product
sampling, employee discounts, sales bonuses
and comprehensive on-site training! Must be
21 years of age. A Marijuana Enforcement
Division badge is required to start work. E-mail
your resume to employment@jandjinc.net or
check us out on Indeed.com.

PagosaSUN.com

DUMP RUNS. Reclaim your attic and garage.
Declutter your life. Start fresh this year. Free
quotes. Reasonable prices. Reliable service.
Arlie’s Chimney Sweep, (970)731-2543.

HAVE THE RECENT FLOODS DAMAGED
your home or property? Flooding can dev-
astate structures, foundations, and personal
property — but the damage doesn't stop when
the water recedes. Let Western Colorado
construction and services restore your
property or structures right. We don't just
clean up — we rebuild. Call (970)698-1362.

HOME IMPROVEMENT: Drywall, Floors, Win-
dows, Doors, Plumbing, Kitchens and Bath-
rooms, Siding, Decks, Additions! (970)844-
0554.

KITCHEN DEEP CLEANS now offered by
Pagosa Sparkles. Group of high standard
cleaners. Window cleaning also available.
Text/ call KIM. (970)946-6446.
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Office Hours: Monday — Thursday 8 a.m. -4 p.m., Friday 8 a.m. - noon

Classified Deadline: Tuesday 10 a.m.

Exterior & Interior

STAINING &
Exterior Staining

Dock Staining PAINTING LLC
g:;x::: :::t:i:e House Power Washing

Roof Repairs ,~  Epoxy Garjgeﬂgor Cpatmgs
Fire Mitigation Patrick fm
Gravel Driveways 970-946-9571  432-847-6451

"FIREWOOD )

Snow Removal

EIRE & ICE

\. Call Dan + (970) 582-0006 /

Additions

Remodeling

Maintenance

High Meadows Properties, LLC
Call today (970) 403-2263

Kitchen Deep Cleaning

Now Offered!

Pagosa SPARKLES
Detail Oriented, Trustworthy
& Reliable Cleaners
For All Your Housekeeping
& Window Cleaning Needs

Text/call Kim (970) 946-6446

"The Water A

Runner @

\
\
)

) ﬂ\‘

N’

Certified Bulk Potable Water Delivery
Cistern Deep Cleaning

Youcally (970) 731-5022

we haul!
N\ dince 1999 Chadd Carnley, owner 4

PAGOSA SECURE

STORAGE

80 Bastille Dr. « 970-731-8599
Storage units & parking spots
Special rates available
pagosaspringsrealty.com

Specializing in organizing,
pricing, and managing estate
sales from start to finish.

We provide reliable service

and strong results.

Call Allison at

(586)703-7706 /
KRITTER GITTERS, SKUNK AND BAT Bust-
ers. We specialize in capturing and removing
unwanted rodents and varmints. We don't trap
pigs. 50 years experience, lifetime resident.
Dan Snow (719)849-8873.

CLOUDSTONE
DEVELOPMENT, LLC

New construction
Remodels and additions
Decks and siding
Doors and windows
Call or text 505-470-4926

LASER ENGRAVING SERVICES for custom
gifts, jewelry, logos, and pet identification. Fast
turnaround, clean detail, and creative design
for unique projects. Call/ text (719)480-4932.

LOCAL MOVING SERVICES. Reasonable

INTERMOUNTAIN
HANDYMAN

Todd Mykleby « 806-789-0288

Call for a Free Estimate

SERVICES OFFERED

Residential Snow Removal
Power Washing

Deck Repair & Maintenance
Fence Repair

Wall Décor Hanging
Furniture Assembly/Repair

General Repairs

Senior Home Modifications
Yard Cleanup

Minor Electric

Interior & Exterior Painting
Minor Plumbing

For fast, reliable home repairs, call Todd today!
806-789-0288

Interior/Exterior

Paint & Stain

Log Home Chinkin

Free Estimates o Insured

William Wolfert
Owner

Call today! (970) 903-2229

mountainhomepaintstain.com

SERVICES SERVICES SERVICES SERVICES SERVICES

(Foel the warinty

Wood & Gas
Burning
Fireplaces
& Stoves

Vermont Casting
Majestic Hearth
Isokern e FMI
Enviro Pellet
Stoves

Custom installation & finish work

Chase caps
Snow splitters

Pagosa Peak

Custom Fireplaces

1065 W. Hwy. 160
Pagosa Springs, Colo

office and showroom:

All your excavating needs!

* Roofing * Pole barns

* Log homes  New construction
Licensed and insured

Satisfaction guaranteed

Ammon Miller
19 years experience

970-903-4014

New Construction
Remodeling « Houses

Garages « Barns ¢ Decks
Licensed, insured & references
Plans drawn & submitted

RICHARD DECLARK ELECTRICAL is
available for all your electrical services from

So
Q0 .. (970)9461737

(970) 264-2006
\WWW.pagosafireplaces.com Y,

Cargo Containers
RENT« RENTTO OWN « BUY

We deliver!

Call por
Winter Specials!

ALL SIZE STORAGE
970-731-0007

PagosaSpringsStorage.com

Call Rick

remodels to new construction. | have been in
Pagosa for 15 years, no job too small or too

( , )

Plueprints

Have your plans drawn now.
Don’t wait!

Be ready to start your house,
barn, garage or deck on time.

Call Rick

and reliable. (970)946-2061.

NEED HELP DECLUTTERING OR ORGA-
NIZING? Help moving in, moving out, what-
ever’s on your list. Marlene, (719)850-3055.

PAGOSAWINTER SPECIALS. All sizes avail-
able, plus we deliver cargo containers. Buy,
rent, rent to own. Pagosa Springs Storage,
(970)731-0007.

Email us ot
clossads@pagosasun.com

fo submit your classified.
PagosaSUN.com

large. (970)903-1456.

RIVERSTONE CARPET CLEANING. 25
cents/sq. ft. and $3 per stair. No hidden
charges. Owner/operator 20 years experi-
ence. Professional, trustworthy and punctual.
100% eco-friendly. Call Mike at (970)403-
9222. Credit cards accepted with no fee.
Hallways and closets always free.

ROOF REPAIRS, LEAKS, RESCREWS,
INSPECTIONS. 35+ years experience. Call
Jeff at Blair Roofing. (970)903-6556.

SAVE YOUR TREES. Ponderosa Beetles are
coming. Prevention is the only guarantee. Call
NOW to make a comprehensive defensive
strategy. (303)995-8833.

L 9461757 )

WE HAUL. WE WILL haul off anything but
your marijuana or your mother-in- law. No job
too big or too small. We also move buildings.
We don't haul pigs. Dan Snow (719)849-8873.

SNOW PLOWING/ SHOVELING. Commercial
and residential. Call now to schedule. Eric
(970)946-2061.
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SERVICES HELP WANTED HELP WANTED HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

TANKLESS/ON DEMAND WATER HEAT-
ERS. Largest inventory in the area, including
replacement parts. Same day Installation and
service in most cases. We are the only certi-
fied company that extends the parts & labor
warranty from 1 yearto 5 years. VAIL WATER
HEATERS & BOILERS, (760)835-1041.

WEST CO, CONSTRUCTION AND SER-
VICES. Services include but not limited to:
siding, roofing, decks, fencing, windows,
interior/ exterior renovation, custom mill
work. Call (970)698-1362 to make your next
idea a reality.

WINDOW CLEANING —RESIDENTIAL
Bonded and insured. 25 yrs. experience
REFLECTIONS Window Cleaning. (480)892-
1999 -FREE estimates.

HEALTH

HAPPY LIFE IV THERAPY hiring RNs,
Paramedics. Mobile IV AND in -office. PRN
flexible shifts. Competitive pay. Call /text
(970)501-5051.

HOT SPRINGS HEALERS. Sessions in the
hot springs, bodywork, massage, Biodynamic
Craniosacral Therapy — supports brain /ner-
vous system, Qi gong, somatics — resolves
trauma. (970)903-5309. (970)844-0645.

HELP WANTED

ALLEY HOUSE GRILLE — We’re looking
for a reliable Dishwasher. Reliable, hard-
working person wanted for dishwashing and
basic kitchen help. Friendly, supportive team,
steady hours, and a positive work environ-
ment. Please apply in person at 214 Pagosa
St. Tuesday -Thursday, 2 p.m. -3:30 p.m.

ALLEY HOUSE GRILLE — We’re looking
for a skilled, reliable Line Cook to join our
kitchen team. Candidates must be passion-
ate about food, have the ability to stay calm
and focused under pressure in a fast-paced
kitchen environment. The ideal candidate
must have a positive attitude, reliability, and
willingness to learn. If this sounds like you,
please apply in person at 214 Pagosa St.
Tuesday -Thursday, 2 p.m. -3:30 p.m.

ARCHULETA SENIORS INC. is now accept-
ing applicants for Sous Chef. Applicants must
have prior food production experience, strong
communication skills, and an ability to manage
staff during food production. Position is full-
time Monday -Friday, 7a.m. -3p.m. with Paid
Time Off. Holiday pay and a health stipend
after 90 days.

Email us at
classads@pagosasun.com

fo submit your classified.
PagosaSUN.com

WHAT YOU'LL DO:

Office associate
productive work environment

in customers

Account management

responsibilities as needed

What we're looking for

required if you learn quickly)

o Collaborative supportive team

« Competitive salary + benefits

OFFICE ASSOCIATE/
SALES ASSISTANT

(HYBRID ROLE)

Full-time, Monday to Friday
$20-$25/hour, depending on experience

Are you an organized, proactive multitasker who loves keeping
operations running smoothly while supporting a fast-paced
sales team? We're looking for a dynamic office associate/sales
assistant to fill an important role at The Pagosa Springs SUN.

« Oversee day-to-day front office operations and maintain a
« Customer service — answering phones and taking care of walk-

« Oversee distribution of the weekly newspapers
o Assist editorial staff, proofreading

o Assist the sales team with supporting and servicing local advertisers
with scheduling ads, creative/design, collections and other

« Help generate leads and appointments for the sales team

« Strong organization and communication skills

o A problem-solver with a positive can-do attitude

« Ability to balance multiple tasks and deadlines

« Strong grammar, spelling and typing skills

« Proficiency in Microsoft Office/Google Workspace

« Experience in administration or sales support is a plus (but not

Why you'll love working with us

 Opportunities for growth and skill development
 Arole where your work truly makes a difference

Send your email or letter of interest directly to
CEO Jim O’Rourke at jorourke@orourkemediagroup.com

The Pagosa Springs S UN

an O’Rourke Media Group company

BAKER WANTED —ROOT HOUSE COFFEE
+SHOP. Root House Coffee + Shop is looking
for a baker to join our community-focused
team. This role starts early mornings baking
from scratch, filling the shop with the smell of
fresh cinnamon rolls and stocking our pastry
case with a selection of house-made treats.
You'll have a hand in shaping what our guests
enjoy each day while working in a supportive
environment centered around great coffee,
good food, and genuine connection. With
tips, pay averages over $20 per hour. Morning
-shifts leave your afternoons free, and em-
ployees enjoy discounts on food, beverages,
and retail. As a bonus, breaks can include a
peaceful walk along the San Juan River, right
in the heart of downtown Pagosa. If you love
baking, early mornings, and being part of a
close -knit team, we'd love to hear from you.
Email resume to howdy@roothouseco.com
and tell us a little about yourself.

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES. Front office ad-
ministrative assistant or chair side procedural
assistant positions available for immediate
hire. Will train if necessary for these valuable
positions. Flexible hours, full time or part time
available. Great pay with room for advance-
ment. Please send your resume today to
pdimplants@yahoo.com.

COLORADO DREAM HOMES is expand-
ing our crew. Hiring framing, concrete and
general laborers. Paid holidays, end of the
year bonuses, paid time off. 8 a.m. -5 p.m.
schedule, year round work. Send resumes
to coloradodreamhomesinc@gmail.com or
swing by our office at 2283 Eagle Drive to fill
out an application. Pay DOE. $20+ per hour.

Hiring
caregivers

Beehive Homes in Pagosa Springs is hiring caregivers for
evenings 3pm-9pm Mon-Friday and 11am-7pm Sat & Sun.
Starting wage $16 per hour.

Please call 970-731-3340.

Full-time

Tellex/

New Account
Representative

Banking on a New Career?
Join Us as a Teller / New
Account Rep!

Are you customer-focused,
detail-oriented, and ready to
join a dynamic banking team?

Bank of the San Juans
is currently seeking a
friendly and dependable
Teller / New Account
Representative to provide
outstanding service to our
customers while supporting a
range of financial services.
Apply Today and join our
team to be part of a trusted
local institution that values
both its employees and its
community!

Apply online at
www.glacierbancorp.com.

Bank of the San Juans is an
Equal Opportunity Employer.

DENTAL ASSISTANT wanted. We will train
you. We work hard and make a great living
serving our patients. We are blessed to have
weekends and holidays off, beautiful facility,
modern equipment, excellent pay, 401k, Get
the satisfaction of helping people. E-mail
resume to office@pagosasmiles.com.

J AND J ENTERPRISES is looking for friendly
and enthusiastic people who are eager to
help customers navigate the wide world of
cannabis. We offer paid sick leave, product
sampling, employee discounts, sales bonuses
and comprehensive on-site training! Must be
21 years of age. A Marijuana Enforcement
Division badge is required to start work. E-mail
your resume to employment@jandjinc.net or
check us out on Indeed.com.

NOW HIRING
DENTAL HYGIENE
ASSISTANT

Pagosa Peak Family Dentistry is
seeking a friendly, reliable Dental
Hygiene Assistant. Experience not
required; willing to train the right
candidate. Competitive pay in a fun,
supportive work environment.

Submit your resume—and your
favorite ice cream—to Hello@
PagosaPeakFamilyDentistry.com
or stop by with your resume.

KITCHEN ASSISTANT. Entry level food
preparation and packaging. Hours 8a.m. to
3p.m., part-time, no evenings or weekends.
Paid Time Off and a Health Stipend after
90 days. Pick up an application in person at
the Pagosa Springs Senior Center, 451 Hot
Springs Blvd., 1p.m. -3p.m. weekdays. Or
send your resume to cynthia@psseniors.org.

LOOKING FOR PART -TIME TECHNICIAN.
15-20 hours per week. General maintenance,
work orders, unit turns, grounds keeping and
seasonal tasks. Great fit for someone with
handyman experience looking for steady part
-time hours. Email background and resume to
hickoryridge@pagosacreek.com.

NORTH PAGOSA MARATHON is hiring a
full-time cashier nights and weekends. Com-
petitive wages. Please apply in person at 30
N. Pagosa Blvd.

OWNERS, THERE ISALONG TERM RENT-
AL SHORTAGE IN PAGOSA SPRINGS. We
have a waiting list for approved tenants. Need
all types of rentals. Call us today for lowest
commission and highest customer service.
All you have to do is wait for your rent check
to come in. We do the rest! Rocky Mountain
Realty & Rentals (970)507-1192.

PAGOSA LIQUOR IS HIRING a full-time
cashier. Please come and apply in person at
30 N. Pagosa Blvd.
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Youth Soccer
Coaches Needed

The Pagosa Springs Rangers are
looking for soccer coaches for all

age groups and divisions for both
the Fall and Spring seasons.

Positions are primarily volunteer
with a small stipend. Coaching
experience is helpful but not
required—ijust a positive attitude
and a desire to support youth
soccer in our community.

Interested candidates should
contact Peter, Director of
Coaching: Email: DOC@
pagosayouthsoccer.org
Text: 970-585-6559

Reach out to set up an interview.

Black Diamond Dental
of Pagosa Springs
is looking for Dental Assistant
and Dental Hygienist
to join our growing team.

Competitive pay and bonuses.
Great schedule.

Email resume to
nylunddds@gmail.com

ARCHULETA SCHOOL
DISTRICT IS NOW HIRING!

You belong on the
Archuleta School District Team!

Archuleta School District
strives to achieve
“Success for Every Student —
Every Class — Every Day.”

PagosaSUN.com

Currently accepting applications

for the following positions:

Bus Drivers/Transportation
Hourly Part-Time position with a starting hourly pay of
$26.60 up to $32.36 for 169 days; training available.

Assistant Cook
Hourly Part-Time position with a starting hourly pay of
$20.84 up to $23.72 for 169 days.

Evening Custodian
Time position with starting pay $42,517 up to $48,005 for
250 days paid over a 12-month period.

Benefits for all FULL-TIME positions include (but are
not limited to) PERA State Retirement, Life Insurance,
optional Health and Dental Insurance and paid
Discretionary Days.

0 scuoousus By
800
O @

I

For more details and to apply for these positions click on “Job
Postings” on the following web-site: www.mypagosaschools.com
EOE

PINE VALLEY RENTAL & SALES is now
accepting applicants for a Front Desk Clerk.
Looking to start training the beginning of
February or mid February. Seeking either
Part-time or Fulltime. Clerk duties included but
not limited to: Answering phone calls, taking
reservations, Checking customers in/out using
our POR system, Taking credit card and cash
payments etc. MUST HAVE GOOD CUS-
TOMER SERVICE AND STRONG PHONE
SKILLS. Knowledge of heavy equipment is
a plus but not required. Email resume to:
carissamcpeak@pinevalleyrental.com OR
visit our website pinevalleyrental.com to fill
out an application online, we also have our
application on our Facebook page.

POSITION: FUNDRAISING AND EVENTS
MANAGER, full time, exempt, local posi-
tion with hybrid remote schedule. $50,000
-$60,000 per year, DOE with bonus potential.
The Fundraising and Events Manager plays
a key role in advancing our mission through
donor engagement, fundraising events, and
community outreach. This position helps lead
fundraising and community events, develops
direct mail appeals and other marketing ef-
forts, participates in media outreach including
radio interviews, and coordinates the work
of marketing staff, social media specialists,
volunteers, and vendors. Please see our
website pagosahumane.org for detailed job
descriptions prior to applying. Apply on the
website or send your resume and a cover
letter to hsjobs@pagosahumane.org.

THE TOWN OF PAGOSA SPRINGS is
seeking to hire a Court Clerk in our Municipal
Court Department. The individual selected for
this position performs a variety of complex
clerical duties designed to expedite the
functions, actions, judgments, processes,
and procedures associated with the Municipal
Court. This is a full-time position with benefits.
For more information on the position and to
apply, go to the Town’s website at www.pa-
gosasprings.co.gov and select Employment.

POSITION: IN -HOUSE BOOKKEEPER, 24
-30 hours per week, $22 -$25 per hour DOE.
Looking for a detail-oriented and reliable in
-house Bookkeeper to support the organi-
zation’s day -to -day financial operations.
This role is responsible for maintaining
accurate financial records, accounts payable
and receivable, ensuring sound accounting
practices, and supporting the financial health
of a mission -driven nonprofit organization.
Proficiency with QuickBooks online and solid
knowledge of general accounting practices
are required. Please see our website pago-
sahumane.org for detailed job descriptions
prior to applying. Apply on the website or send
your resume and a cover letter to hsjobs@
pagosahumane.org.

ROOF LABORER NEEDED with some con-
struction experience. Will train. $20-$25/ hour
to start. (970)749-0830.

SEEKING PART -TIME HELP for winter
season snow shoveling /snowplowing. Ex-
perience preferred. Call Eric, (970)946-2061.

TANGLES! SALON has an opening for a
hairstylist, nail tech, or aesthetician Call Tanya
(970)903-0928.

AUTOS

2011 HONDA (Civic size) Insight Hybrid, front
wheel drive, 52 mpg, 88,000 miles, runs great,
black paint faded, $4,900. (954)497-9142.

GUARANTEED CREDIT APPROVAL! 4X4
Auto Sales, 21698 Hwy. 160 West, Durango.
(970)385-7940.

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

OWN YOUR OWN BUSINESS IN 2025! Four
year-old profitable Side-by-Side rental busi-
ness with extremely high reviews on Google.
1to 8 Polaris Rzrs, LLC, website, reservation
site, customer list, insured, bonded, licensed,
maintenance and safety gear included. Better
location than any of our competition. Operates
May- Nov. Call or text Ryan (970)946-2409.

SMALL CRANE BUSINESS FOR SALE.
National Crane truck, business, client list, and
all attachments come with business. Inquire
at (970)903-2381.

FOR SALE

DO YOU BURN FIREWOOD? I've got a
Pine/Fir mix, split and delivered for $300. Get
a HUGE dump truck load for $575. Contact
FIRE&ICE at (970)582-0006.

DRY FIREWOOD- PINE. Pick up $255 a cord.
Delivery available. Call for prices. Bayfield.
Gabe (970)403-2784.

FIREWOOD FOR SALE. Pine. Cut about 16
long, split. Delivered by longbed truckload.
Call (970)946-4450.

FOR SALE. Kenmore gas cook stove, very
clean; Kenmore upright freezer; Cabrio
washer. Call (970)403-6356.

GUITAR: SANTA CRUZ D Pre-War Model.
Excellent condition. Passive bridge -plate
feather transducer installed by Bruce Allsop.
$4,800. Merry Christmas. (970)731-3117.

SELL OR TRADE YOUR GUNS. We buy for
cash or trade it. No hassle. Licensed, bonded,
insured. San Juan Trading Post, 635 San Juan
St. (970)731-PAWN (7296).

SELLERS BEWARE: Scams involving buyers
trying to deceive sellers have have taken place
in our community. Do not accept checks,
money orders or other payment methods for
more than the payment price where you are
asked to pay the overpayment to the buyer or
another person. Consult with your financial in-
stitution to be sure the payment method is not
fake before you allow the item to be picked up.

TIMOTHY GRASS HAY. Barn stored, $10 per
bale. (970)903-3405.

PagosaSUN.com

ADOPT FROM THE Humane Society. Stop
by or call (970)731-4771. You'll be amazed
at what we have to offer, www.PagosaHu-
mane.org.

DOGGY DAY CARE 81147.COM. Open 365
days of the year! Full day and half day doggy
day care and overnight boarding. Convenient-
ly located just 1 mile from downtown Pagosa.
Call (970)264-9111.

WANTED

USED DUAL AXLE UTILITY TRAILER. If
no answer, leave message, (970)731-9490.

YARD SALES

Specializing in organizing,
pricing, and managing estate
sales from start to finish.

We provide reliable service
and strong results.

Call Allison at
(586)703-7706

J

ESTATE SALE. Bundle up and come on out
for a fabulous estate sale Saturday, January
31-Sunday, February 1 from 10a.m. to 3p.m.
So many treasures. 58 Island Place. See
you there.

COMMERCIAL FOR RENT

COMMERCIAL BUILDINGS FOR LEASE.
1501 W. Hwy 160 #1 and #2. (970)398-5290.

DOWNTOWN OFFICE Upstairs, $325/ month
including utilities, Internet and shared kitchen.
No smokers. No pets. (970)946-2728.

LARGE COMMERCIAL -INDUSTRIAL LOTS
in Cloman Park- 1.12 and 1.27 acre lots zoned
industrial. Ideal for contractors, storage, etc.
Utilities located in the street. Tenant to verify
end use with Archuleta County. Call Team
Pagosa (970)731-8599.

PAGOSA VALLEY PROPERTIES: Offering
“Aspen Plaza ProSuites” These are Profes-
sional Office Suites available for Long Term
rental from 135 SF to 205 SF, priced from
$465-$669/ month. Also, Large Conference/
Event Room Available. Call (970)889-2022 for
more information.

PRIME RETAIL SPACE available January 31.
620 sq. ft. $1,325 per mo. 1st and last month
plus $1,000 deposit. Must pass background
check, no smoking, no pets. 190 Talisman Dr.
C-1 Call (970)903-3942.

PROFESSIONAL SUITES: 63, 112, 158,186
sq. ft. shared reception, break room, and
washer /dryer. Utilities included. Prime loca-
tion. Just remodeled. (701)263-2410.

TWO UNITS IN UPTOWN. 419 and 1,333
sq. ft. —available now. $1,075 and $2,300-
Utilities included. Best use for office space or
retail. Call Gina, (970)880-0910, for more info.
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COMMERCIAL FOR RENT

UPTOWN OFFICE SPACE 15’ X13', quiet,
private entrance with easy parking outside
storefront door. $600 month including utilities.
(720)272-4428.

WAREHOUSE, 1300 SQ. FT., 54’ x24'w,
17 high ceiling, 12'x14’ automatic garage
door, radiant floor heat, high bay lighting,
bathroom, paved parking lot. Great location.
140seminole@gmail.com.

VACATION RENTALS

OWNERS, WE ARE BOOKED UP AND
NEED MORE VACATION RENTAL PROP-
ERTIES! Call us today for lowest commission
and highest customer service. All you have to
do is wait for your rent check to come in. We
do the rest! Rocky Mountain Realty & Rentals
(970)507-1192.

RESIDENTIAL RENTALS

1-1/2 BEDROOM, SIMPLY FURNISHED
CABIN. 4WD needed for hauling water, plus
utility and security deposits. $900 /month.
Please no smoking /pets /DISH. (970)731-
5098.

3 BEDROOM, 1-1/2 BATH renovated double
-wide mobile home. 1,440 sq. ft. covered
porch, no smoking, will consider pets. Washer
[dryer, covered parking for 2 vehicles, storage,
quiet country setting 10 minutes from town.
Newly finished office space with Internet
available. $1,400 per month, deposit, available
mid February. (970)264-6779. Please leave
a message.

BEAUTIFULLY FURNISHED 3 BEDROOM,
3 bath 1 car garage townhome in downtown
Pagosa Springs. Available now through Sep-
tember of 2026. ALL UTILITIES INCLUDED.
$3000 /month. Call Team Pagosa (970)731-
8599 or visit the website teampagosa.com.

RESIDENTIAL RENTALS

DOWNTOWN UNITS FOR RENT. New 3
bedroom, 2 bath unit. Granite countertops,
all appliances and utilities included. Porch
and patio. $2000/ month. (318)347-6100.

EXCELLENT DOWNTOWN LOCATION,
1 bedroom /1 bath, 1,138 sq. ft., loft and
separate building. See photos and complete
description on Zillow.com 220 Hermosa St.
(970)507-0791.

GREAT VIEWS OF CHIMNEY ROCK NA-
TIONAL MONUMENT. Any large mobile home
with all hookups for long -term lease. $780 per
month plus utilities, (970)883-2600.

LONG TERM RENTAL AVAILABLE.2 bed-
room, 2-1/4 bath plus loft, with large unfenced
backyard. Bright and sunshiny. Max 2 pets
allowed with non-refundable pet deposits.
Must have good references and provide proof
of steady income plus copy of good credit
report. Close to rec center. $2,250 per month
plus utilities. Call (970)946-0930.

LONG TERM RENTALS AVAILABLE. Call
Team Pagosa (970)731-8599, 117 Navajo
Trail Dr., pagosaspringsrealty.com.

LOVELY NEWLY REMODELED 3 bedroom 2
bath 2 car garage home on wooded lot. $3300
/month Call Team Pagosa, (970)731-8599, or
visit the website teampagosa.com.

NICE UNFURNISHED 2 BEDROOM, 2 bath
condo in uptown Pagosa Springs. $1800 per
month. Call Team Pagosa, (970)731-8599, or
view the unit at teampagosa.com.

ON BEAUTIFUL PAGOSA LAKE: 2 bedroom,
2 bath, furnished upstairs unit. No garage.
$1,600 per month, plus utilities and deposit.
No pets and no smoking. Available February
5. Long term lease. (817)565-7656.

RESIDENTIAL RENTALS

SHERPA REAL ESTATE is now managing
long-term rentals. Clear communication from
aname you already trust. Ready to rent your
home? Call now to get started (970)444-2570.
Visit our website https://www.sherpareales-
tate.com/rentals or stop by one of our two
locations.

UNFURNISHED 2 BEDROOM 2 bath and
loft area condo across the street from Lake
Pagosa. Available around January 10th.
$1900 /month. Call Team Pagosa (970)731-
8599. Photos coming soon.

UNFURNISHED SWEET 3 BEDROOM, 2
bath, 2 car garage home located in Pagosa
Lakes. Just up the street from the Rec. Center
and all up -town amenities. Sorry no pets.
$2,150 /month. Available now. Call Team
Pagosa, (970)731-8599, or visit teampagosa.
com to take a look.

COMMERCIAL

DO NOT SETTLE For A Dream. Live reality
today! South Fork -cabins, lodge, & RV resort.
4 parcels —4.29 acres. City sewer, 2 wells.
Highway 160 & 149 exposure. Wolf Creek
Ski convenience. 17 cabins, 33 RV spaces,
10 single level rooms motel, 4 apartments,
leased 1,200 square feet retail building,
recreation building (kitchen and 2 restrooms),
Wen Saunders (970)903-0038. Keller Williams
Realty Southwest Associates.

HOMES FOR SALE

NEED HELP FINDING AND BUYING A
HOME? Explore your options. Call Wen
Saunders (970)903-0038. Local financing
manufactured homes: 3 bedrooms, 2 baths
$200s. 2 baths, 2 bedrooms $100s. On and
off grid cabins on 1+ acres with water and
septic $100s. Keller Williams Realty South-
west Associates.

HOMES FOR SALE

REAL ESTATE SERVICES
Buying or Selling?

Call Marcie Lewis
(970) 759-8672

LAND/ BUILDING SITES

BARGAIN GET-AWAY PARCELS. NO
HOA. OFF GRID RVing parcels: 2.5+ acres
(Waynes) $30s. 1+ acres (Rock Point)
30s. 3.94 acres (Crooked) $29,000. Seller
finance 6+ acres, 4 parcels, build tiny homes
(Crooked) -$70s. Electric available: 1 -acre,
storage tack-barn (Hurt) $60,000. 1.43 -acres,
backs ranch, mountain views (Alcazar)
$50s. 2 -acres, 2 lots, backs creek (Highway
160) $50s. Wen Saunders, Land Specialist
(970)903-0038. Keller Williams Realty South-
west Associates.

BUY NOW —BEFORE PRICES INCREASE.

1/4 acre city water /sewer, electric, and rec
center available: (Paradise), (Fireside) ($40s),
lake ($30s), (Caddy) on golf course ($50s).
National Forest access, city water: 3.63
wooded acres (Monterosa) ($200s), +-1/2
acre with guest house use (Clint) ($80,000)
Interested in selling your land? Call Wen
Saunders (970)903-0038. Keller Williams
Realty Southwest Associates.

MOUNTAIN VIEWS, MEADOWS. Unique
high elevation and complete privacy. 5.6 acres
bordering national forest, (970)769-3588
blancoretreat@gmail.com. $450K.

RESIDENTIAL RENTALS

SOUTH FORK, COLORADO LAND: Invest
now. Wolf Creek Ski Area convenience. Lots
with water, sewer, electric, views, paved
roads: 1/3 acre golf course lots (Greenside)
$50s, 2.28 acres, mountain views (Vista de
Verde) ($100s). Wen Saunders (970)903-
0038. Keller Williams Realty Southwest
Associates.

Email

classads

@pagosasun.

com to submit
your classified.
PagosaSUN.

com

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

All real estate advertised in this newspaper is
subject to the Federal Fair Housing act of 1968
which makes it illegal to advertise "any preference,
limitation or discrimination based on race, color,
religion, or national origin, or an intention, to make
such preference, limitation or discrimination."

This newspaper will not knowingly accept any
advertising for real estate which is in violation of
the law. Our readers are hereby informed that all
dwellings advertised in this newspaper are avail-
able on an equal opportunity basis.







