
By Clayton Chaney
Staff Writer

Wolf Creek Ski Area ended the 
2025-2026 winter season last week-
end with a total season snowfall of 
192 inches after a late-season winter 
storm dropped 19 inches of fresh 
snow at the ski area April 1-3.

“Despite the weird weather we 
had a fairly good season,” Vice Presi-

dent of Marketing Rosanne Pitcher 
said.

She noted that it was similar to the 
2024-2025 season.

“The lower-than-normal snowfall 
always makes it a little harder,” she 
said, explaining the ski area still saw 
numerous visitors from Texas and 
Oklahoma who were eager to get into 
the mountains.

By John Livingston
Colorado Parks and Wildlife

It had been 10 years since dis-
trict wildlife managers across the 
Southwest Region of Colorado 
Parks and Wildlife (CPW) were first 
tasked with trekking into the dark 
timber in some of the state’s most 
remote places to deploy trail cam-
eras. The goal was to capture im-
ages to monitor one of Colorado’s 
most mysterious wildlife species.

In meeting rooms across the 

region, CPW Wildlife Research 
Scientist Jake Ivan posed a big 
question.

“What do we think? Is this 
something we want to keep do-
ing?”

Colorado’s phantom 
felids

Given the arduous work re-
quired to monitor Canada lynx, 
Ivan wouldn’t have been surprised 
if field staff had a desire to scale 

By Derek Kutzer 
Staff Writer

The initial unofficial results for 
Tuesday’s Town of Pagosa Springs 
election have been released by Town 
Clerk April Hessman. 

Hessman told the SUN that “judg-
es counted 252 ballots” from town 
voters by 7 p.m. on Tuesday night. 

For the mayor’s seat, incumbent 
Shari Pierce ran unopposed and 
received 202 votes, according to 

Hessman. 
Two council member seats were 

also up for election on the ballot, with 
incumbent Gary Williams, running 
unopposed, receiving 155 votes and 
incumbent Madeline Bergon, also 
running unopposed, receiving 180 
votes, according to Hessman. 

The election also placed two ballot 
questions in front of town voters. 

Ballot Question A asked voters to 
amend the Home Rule Charter 
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Town’s unofficial 
election results released

Photo courtesy Colorado Parks and Wildlife
A lynx is released.

SUN photo/Clayton Chaney 
A fresh blanket of snowfall coats the Step Bowl at Wolf Creek Ski Area, looking down to the Knife Ridge on Friday, April 3, after the ski 
area received 19 inches of snow for its closing weekend. The ski area ended the 2025-2026 season with a season total snowfall of 192 
inches and 100 percent of its terrain open.

SUN photo/Randi Pierce
The Good Friday Pilgrimage makes its way up Put Hill on Friday, April 3. More than 100 participated in this year’s iteration of the annual 
event.

Phantoms: 10 years of Lynx 
monitoring in southwest Colorado 
shines a light on an elusive species

Wolf Creek Ski Area wraps 
up season, moisture 
expected this weekend

Town council discusses Reservoir Hill 
park expansion, parks master plan
By Derek Kutzer 
Staff Writer

At an April 7 work session, the 
Pagosa Springs Town Council dis-
cussed devising a new master plan for 
its vision on public parks and a land 
acquisition strategy to expand parks in 
the community. 

Much of the discussion revolved 
around an ongoing effort to acquire 
491 acres to add to the town’s current 
Reservoir Hill Park. 

Parks and Recreation Director Dar-
ren Lewis said that “the main focus 

right now” is on the “300 acres” at the 
top of the hill and immediately adja-
cent to the existing park. 

Lewis said that the “remaining 191 
[acres] is still on the table, and we are 
still looking at how we can acquire that, 
as well.” 

According to Archuleta County’s 
interactive mapping application, which 
includes a property records search, 
there are three parcels that could po-
tentially serve the park’s expansion.

These parcels are currently owned 
by Fairway Land Trust, with the ad-

PAWSD implements 
voluntary drought 
restrictions
By Clayton Chaney and  
Randi Pierce
Staff Writer

On Tuesday, April 7, the Pagosa 
Area Water and Sanitation District 
(PAWSD) announced that the district 
is implementing voluntary drought re-
strictions, with the agency anticipating 
increased drought restrictions within 
the next two weeks.

According to a statement from the 
district, “The Voluntary water reduction 
stage is intended to give the community 
advanced notice of developing drought 
conditions and to begin encouraging 
water conservation and voluntary wa-
ter use reduction. The Voluntary stage 
does not trigger the drought surcharge 
or tier rate multipliers.”

The statement explains the trigger 

n See Season A7



Today, Thursday, April 9, is Local News 
Day — a day that aims to reconnect com-
munities across the country with their local 
news sources and celebrate the key role 
local news plays.

We, thankfully, live in a community that 
is incredibly supportive of local news.

We are consistently grateful here at The 
SUN for our readers, our advertisers and 
the organizations that seek to dissemi-
nate information using The SUN and The 
PREVIEW.

We know that’s not the case elsewhere 
and that news deserts are, unfortunately, 
becoming more and more common 
(though efforts to fill those gaps are also 
increasing).

Those communities that have lost local 
news sources have lost more than a news-
paper that comes out periodically or a 
website that gets updated regularly.

They’ve lost a vital piece that connects 
people to the information that affects their 
day-to-day lives.

From school boards to town council, the 
county commissioners and many more, 

so much of what affects us each day starts 
locally.

And it’s the local level where citizens can 
really make a difference.

But, that difference needs to start with 
trustworthy local information.

That’s where local news sources are key. 
Trustworthy, consistent local news about the 
issues that matter to our lives here in Pagosa 
Country doesn’t come from national news. 
It comes from fellow citizens who are here to 
work to provide that local information.

We also get the pleasure of highlighting 
different parts of our community and fellow 
citizens doing their best to make this place 
a little better. That helps us all understand 
where we might be able to help out and 
connect with our community.

But, beyond providing local information 
and connecting the pieces of a community, 
local news can serve another purpose.

A Columbia Journalism Review study 
shared in June 2025 showed that corrup-
tion increases when newspapers decrease.

“Our focus was on the closure of sixty-
five major daily newspapers—the sort that 

100 years ago
Taken from SUN files of  

April 9, 1926
At a depth of slightly over 150 feet the 

G.S. Hatcher hot water well on Wednesday 
morning encountered a heavy flow of hot 
water of 135 degrees, which corresponds 
to the similar flow and depth struck in the 
Montroy well nearby some time ago.

The same evening, owing to the rise and 
fall of the pressure caused by the Hatcher 
well, the top casing of the Arlington well 
burst, the water therefrom thereupon 
seeping through the ground in numerous 
places adjoining.

As a result, the Arlington well will be 
re-cased as early as possible, the present 
casing now being in place for 20 years. 
Drilling in the Hatcher well will continue 
until the lower pool of hot water is struck.

The engine of the local flyer was de-
railed Tuesday morning in Hall’s canon 
below Dyke while making the regular run 
to Pagosa Junction. It was necessary to send 
to Chama for the wrecker, and it was early 
the next morning before the train returned 
to Pagosa Springs after making the round 
trip to the Junction.

75 years ago
Taken from SUN files of  

April 13, 1951
The Pagosa Springs Volunteer Fire de-

partment announced the first of the week 
that the Horne Bros. Circus, scheduled to 
play here last week will not appear. The 
circus outfit discovered they could not 
make Wolf Creek Pass and will return to 
the Basin at a later date via another route. 
The firemen have, however, canceled the 
future show date.

All of those who purchased advance 
tickets from any member of the fire depart-
ment or at any of the local business houses 
will be refunded the money upon presenta-
tion of the ticket purchased. If the person 
from who the ticket was purchased does 
not contact you soon, purchasers of tickets 
should contact Dick DeVore, fire chief.

As a result of recent legislation by the 
state legislature School District 50 Joint 
will find itself again electing a complete 
school board in less than two years. This 
time the five members of the board must 
be elected with one coming from each of 
five new voting districts. All members now 
on the board will be eligible for re-election 
if they desire to make the race.

50 years ago
Taken from SUN files of  

April 8, 1976
There is some free timber on Reservoir 

Hill for local residents. This is in the form of 
trees that have been thinned and is suitable 
for fence poles, and similar uses. There is 
no charge for it and anyone desiring more 
information may contact Dan Peters at the 
U.S. Forest Service.

The Town Board has also voted to have a 
controlled burn on Reservoir Hill. This con-
trolled burn will create considerable smoke 
but the burn will be controlled at all times.

Controlled burning will get rid of the 
limbs and debris from the trimming, also 
some underbrush, and will substantially 
reduce fire danger on Reservoir Hill, the 
board said. In addition it will improve for-
age for wild animals and birds.

Recent experiments have demonstrated 
that not only is a controlled burn less expen-
sive than any other method of clearing away 
slash, but that it is also more efficient. In 
early days in this area natural wildfires took 
care of such problems and where there were 
none, Indians and early day settlers burned 
the underbrush to make better grazing.

25 years ago
Taken from SUN files of  

April 12, 2001
Another face lift is scheduled for the Low-

er Blanco River, thanks to a $250,000 grant 
from the Environmental Protection Agency.

Backers of the river restoration project 
anticipate spending about $487,000 on the 
project. The total includes the EPA grant plus 
contributions, according to Jerry Curtis, a 
member of the San Juan Conservation Dis-
trict Board of Directors and a director for the 
Lower Blanco Property Owner’s Association.

The basis for the restoration work is a 
diminished flow of water in the river caused 
by the San Juan-Chama Water Diversion 
Project. That project takes water from the 
Blanco and Navajo rivers in Colorado and 
pipes it under the Continental Divide into 
New Mexico’s Chama River. Ultimately the 
diverted water is used in the central valley 
of the Rio Grande in New Mexico to satisfy 
a part of that state’s entitlement under the 
Colorado River Compact.

Because of less water in the Blanco, river 
dynamics changed and water temperatures 
rose creating conditions not conducive 
to life for native fish and other biological 
components of the river system.
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would have the resources to conduct seri-
ous investigative journalism—from 1996 
to 2018. We then compared the trends 
in federal corruption charges filed in US 
district court across districts that did and 
did not experience the loss of a major daily 
newspaper. The results were unambigu-
ous,” the organization wrote. “All else being 
equal, the closure of a newspaper yielded a 
6.9 percent increase in corruption charges, 
a 6.8 percent increase in the number of 
indicted defendants, and a 7.4 percent 
increase in cases filed.”

The study also took steps to “tease out 
causation, not mere correlation,” and was 
able to do a follow-up study using the same 
approaches with data from Brazil, where it 
found the same pattern.

The study also found changes in how 
things like public corruption charges are 
handled in areas where newspapers exist 
and where they don’t.

Local news, informed citizens and com-
munity connections matter.

Thank you for supporting local news.
Randi Pierce

Local news matters

Date 	 High 	Low       Precipitation
			   Moisture 	Type        Depth 

3/31	 59	 34	 0.00	 NA	 NA
4/1	 45	 36	 0.62	 NA	 NA
4/2	 52 	 29	 0.94	 NA	 NA
4/3	 49	 27	 0.00	 NA	 NA
4/4	 58	 21	 0.00	 NA	 NA
4/5	 62	 24	 0.00	 NA	 NA
4/6	 61	 25	 0.00	 NA	 NA

Weather data

(970) 264-1301
intermountainpropane.com

The following 
weather information 
is brought to you as a 

public service by

From the March 30, 2000, Pagosa SUN — The revised three-way intersection at U.S. 160 and Lewis and 5th streets is starting 
to take shape as sub contractors Joel Kostachek (Absolute Rock & Concrete), left, and Danny Gravely (ABC Construction), 
foreground, align the forms for new curving and gutters Wednesday morning.



fend our democracy. We will revel in 
the overwhelming positive reactions 
we receive and let the occasional abuse, 
the name calling, yelling obscenities 
and flipping the bird, roll off our backs.

“Dissent is the Highest Form of 
Patriotism”

We are at the library every Saturday 
12-2.

Eli Fox

Support for Nicole 
Pitcher
Dear Editor:

I’ve had the chance to know Nicole 
Pitcher both on and off the water, and 
I strongly support her re-election to 
the La Plata Electric Association Board.

I first met Nicole when she took my 
Avalanche 1 Safety course. Later I got 
to know her better through whitewater 
kayaking here in town on the San Juan. 
If you’ve spent time on moving water, 
you learn quickly that it’s not about 
bravado. It’s about reading conditions, 
staying calm, and making good deci-
sions when things get unpredictable.

Nicole brings that same approach 
to leadership.

In whitewater, when things get cha-
otic, we “point positive.” We focus 
on where we want to go, not on the 
obstacles around us. Nicole leads that 
way. She understands the risks, but she 
keeps her eyes on the outcome and 
moves deliberately in that direction.

When you find yourself upside 
down in a rapid, the instinct could be 
to panic. However, success is attained 
by staying composed, aware of the situ-
ation, and waiting for the right moment 
to roll back upright. It takes patience, 
control, and a clear head. I’ve seen Ni-
cole bring those same qualities to her 
work and her decision making at LPEA.

Others have spoken about her 
commitment to this community, 
and that goes without saying. What 
also stands out to me is how deeply 
she loves this place. That connection 
shows up in how she approaches de-
cisions, always thinking about what is 
best for the people and the landscape 
that make this area special. And lead-
ing decisions to keep it special for 
future generations.

LPEA is in a strong position, and 
there is momentum right now. Nicole 
has been a big part of that, helping 
guide important decisions and keeping 
things moving forward. 

I support Nicole Pitcher for re-
election to the LPEA Board.

I trust her to keep us pointed in the 
right direction.

Sandy Kobrock

Share your 
experience
Dear Editor:

Moving to Pagosa Springs was an 
opportunity of blessings. A beacon of 
hope to share paradise with my Mother.

Recently diagnosed with cancer, I 
moved to Colorado to cherish the time 
God would bless me with my Mother, 
learning how to cook childhood reci-
pes, sew a quilt, and create new beloved 
memories along the way.

Those dreams were splintered when 
the national moving company I hired 
stole everything I own. Amidst my 
shock, I have shared my story with this 
small community only to be surprised 
even further that my experience is not 
uncommon. 
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Letters
Letters to the Editor are print-

ed as received and are not edited 
for grammar or punctuation, but 
may have been edited for content 
or style.

Letters to the Editor are opin-
ions and information in them 
has not been verified for ac-
curacy.

The opinions of letter writers 
do not necessarily represent those 
of the paper.

The SUN welcomes letters from 
readers.

Please submit your letter 
electronically in a format that can 
be copied and pasted to editor@
pagosasun.com or via the form 
at www.PagosaSUN.com. Letters 
must not be in all capitals.

All letters must:

• be 500 words or less

• include the actual first and last 
name of the author

• include the author’s address and 
daytime phone number

• be received by The SUN by noon 
on Tuesday (deadline may move 
up due to a holiday)

Letters will be limited to two per 
month per letter writer.

Letters quoting other people must 
contain proper attribution.

Letters from letter-writing 
campaigns may not be printed.

There is no guarantee letters will be 
published.

Poetry, anonymous letters, letters 
that are libelous or in poor taste, 
or that attack a private citizen or 
business will not be published.

If necessary, only one letter 
pertaining to a candidate or 
political issue will be printed in 
each edition up to three weeks prior 
to the election.

The SUN generally does not edit 
letters, but reserves the right to do so.

Letters

Support for James 
Lane
Dear Editor:

I’m proud to support James Lane for 
the LPEA Board representing Archuleta 
District 1.

I’ve known James and his family for 
decades. The Lane family has deep 
roots in Southwest Colorado, with 
generations of hard work in ranching 
and agriculture. They understand what 
it means to live and work in rural Colo-
rado, and more importantly, what reli-
able and affordable electricity means to 
families, farms, and small businesses.

James brings a rare combination of 
real-world experience and technical 
expertise. He’s not only a rancher and 
businessman, he’s also a highly trained 
electrical engineer who has spent over 
30 years working in power systems, 
industrial automation, and energy 
infrastructure. He understands how 
electricity is generated, transmitted, 
and delivered, and he knows how deci-
sions made at the board level directly 
impact rates and reliability.

In rural communities like ours, we 
can’t afford costly mistakes or decisions 
that put reliability at risk. James under-
stands power contracts, transmission 
systems, and the importance of keep-
ing costs under control. He approaches 
problems with a practical, analytical 
mindset and a strong sense of respon-
sibility to the people he serves.

Just as important, James values 
transparency and clear communica-
tion. He believes members deserve to 
understand how decisions are made 
and how those decisions affect their 
electric bills.

We need steady, knowledgeable 
leadership at LPEA, and James Lane is 
exactly that kind of leader.

I strongly encourage you to support 
him for District 1.

J. Paul Brown 
Ignacio, Colo.

The f-word
Dear Editor:

Several weeks ago, a letter appeared 
that expressed outrage regarding signs 
carried by some protesters that includ-
ed the F-word. I hope that the writer 
of that letter and others of like mind 
are equally outraged by Trump’s use 
of the F-word in a recent social media 
post regarding Iran and the Straights 
of Hormuz. If children should not be 
exposed to this word by protesters, they 
certainly should not be exposed to it by 
the president of the United States.

John Farley

No Kings
Dear Editor:

On March 28, Pagosa joined the rest 
of the No Kings coalition in making his-
tory! Over 8 million people participated 
in more than 3,300 events all across this 
country. We showed up in big cities 
and small towns, red and blue counties 
alike. Heck, even Bayfield had a march.

The No Kings III National Day of 
Action was the largest single day of 
protest ever held in the U.S.

Here in Pagosa, Judy Patton, co- 
founder of PIRAC Proponents of Im-
migrant Rights in Archuleta County, 
spoke to about 450 folks gathered in 
Town Park to start things off. We then 
peacefully made our way to the library 
to join our neighbors and friends in 
exercising our First Amendment rights.

All along the way and while there, 
we received overwhelmingly positive 
reactions from folks passing by.

Together, with our community, we 
made our voices heard. The day 
wouldn’t have been complete without 
being treated to live music by Denny 
on his amazing VotesWagon.

This was the third No Kings protest 
organized in Pagosa by locals and 
attended by locals. All 3 had large 
turnouts with an average of 500 folks 
attending. Contrary to the misinforma-
tion being shared by some in our com-
munity, no one was bussed in or hired 
to organize or attend these events. 
These folks are your neighbors, they 
are teachers, volunteers, doctors, chefs, 
bartenders, firefighters, servers, busi-
ness owners, students, retirees, your 
co-workers, employees, customers 
or employers. Some are generational 
residents and some are transplants, 
new and old. We are all members of 
this community.

We will continue to exercise our 
First amendment right to speak out 
against this out of control regime. It’s 
not only our right but our duty to de-

U.S. 160 reconstruction information

Information provided by Colorado Department of Transportation
n See Letters A4

If this story is familiar to you or 
someone you know, please contact 
me. Inspired by my Mother, I am fight-
ing the good fight for myself and the 
members of this community in court.

Actions by predatory companies left 
unpunished and without consequenc-
es leave the commonwealth of Archul-
etta County vulnerable.

Please share your experience. Your 
voice matters.

Sendtolammers@gmail.com
Chriss Lammers

Community plan
Dear Editor:

Telluride Mountain closed for 
Christmas this past winter. Closed. For 
Christmas. This is a wake-up call for 
our county. It wasn’t only the drought-
induced lack of snow, but the ski pa-
trollers strike. But it perfectly reflects 
the real risks we too are facing: relying 
on a narrow economic base that does 
not generate sufficient jobs at a living 
wage. As the County looks at updating 
its Community Development Plan 
there are a number of things it should 
take into account. 

To help create and maintain a sus-
tainable economic future, much at-
tention has been rightly placed on 
workforce housing. Much of that dis-
cussion has focused only on one side of 
the equation, supply: that is increasing 
the stock of so-called “affordable” units 
through a variety of essentially artificial 
financial subsidies and incentives to 
make rentals and homes more attain-
able to more families. That is well and 
good, but only gets you so far. What that 
focus ignores is that one big reason that 
people cannot afford decent housing is 
that their incomes are too low. 

The data show that the middle is 
getting hollowed out in Archuleta 
County leaving many at the higher 
and lower ends of income distribu-
tion. More so than any other county 
in Region 9, Archuleta’s population 
is aging, employment earnings from 
wages and salaries are shrinking and 
those relying on social security and 
retirement savings are growing. The 
2019 plan update stated “The median 
age reflects the county’s attractiveness 
as a location for active retirees, yet also 
may indicate the difficulty of younger 
families to find affordable housing.” 
What it neglected to mention was the 
difficulty also of finding good jobs at 
a living wage and childcare.

The 2017 Plan update found, “Aver-
age wages have increased about 2.2% 

Week of April 13-18

Work activity
• Crews made progress on the sidewalks in the 

400 block. Sidewalk construction continues moving 
west in front of Pagosa Bar.

• Excavation continues in the 100 and 200 blocks.
• Water utility work continues in the Lewis Street 

and U.S. 160 intersection. Crews have been busy 
doing all the utility locations in the area.

• The intersection closure at Lewis Street and U.S. 
160 remains in place for underground utility con-
struction. Please utilize 4th, 7th and 8th streets as an 
alternative to access businesses along Lewis Street. 
With the access closure, left-turn signals have been 
extended at the 4th Street intersection; look for the 
green left-turn arrow at the northwest corner of 4th 
and Pagosa Street (U.S. 160).

• Pedestrian crossings: With the new traffic shift 
there are several locations that no longer have pedes-
trian barriers where the sidewalks, curb and gutter 
have been completed. Please pay attention when 
traversing the roadway and use identified crossings.  

• The Lewis Street access closure will be in place 

until late May/early June. 
• Access to North 5th Street and businesses north 

of the intersection is available via 4th Street. 
  • Why will the Lewis Street intersection take 

several months to complete? Where Lewis Street 
intersects U.S. 160 is one of the most difficult in-
tersections the project team is working on. The 
underground utility work includes demolition and 
replacement of the geothermal, water and sewer 
lines from the bottom up. The Lewis Street intersec-
tion will then be built back with new ADA-accessible 
curb and gutter and concrete paving.

Stay informed and connect with the 
project

• Call the project information line: (970) 335-9230. 
• Email the project team: Pagosa160reconstruc-

tion@gmail.com.
• Visit the project website: www.codot.gov/proj-

ects/us160pagosasprings.
• Subscribe to project updates: subscription.

cotrip.org.

Grilling Central!Grilling Central!

• Sauces
• Rubs
• Charcoal
• Smoking Chips
• Pellets

YourYour

Within 10 miles:

• Ooni
• Gozney
• Traeger
• Weber

• Recteq
• Blackstone
• Charbroil

We can order!

Prices are as marked. All sales final on discounted items, cash and carry, no returns on sale items, discounts do not apply to sale items, sale prices may not be combined 
with other discounts. Delivery and set up or installation not included. Some other exclusions may apply. Limited to stock on hand.
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Chelsea Brooke 
Hill 

Chelsea Brooke Hill, 44, of Pagosa 
Springs, Colo., passed away at her 
home on Feb. 17, 2026. Born on 
Sept. 14, 1981, 
Chelsea was the 
beloved daugh-
ter of William 
Hill and Pamela 
Hill, and a cher-
ished older sis-
ter to Jeremy 
Hill. 

Diagnosed 
w i t h  Ty p e  1 
diabetes as a 
9-year-old girl, Chelsea faced life with 
resilience and determination from 
an early age. She met the challenges 
of her diagnosis with quiet strength 
and courage, never allowing it to limit 
her vibrant spirit or the fullness with 
which she lived her life. 

She lived a life vibrant with talent, 
creativity and deep love for her fam-
ily. She earned two bachelor’s de-
grees while embracing the joys and 
challenges of motherhood with grace 
and determination. Her two children 
— River Johnson, born April 26, 2005, 
and Coral Johnson, born Sept. 8, 2006 
— were the greatest joys of her life. 
She treasured every moment spent 
with them and felt most at peace 
when surrounded by her children. 

A true artist from a young age, 
Chelsea’s creativity knew no bounds. 
From childhood finger painting to 
the dresses she lovingly helped sew 
with her daughter, she left a beau-
tiful trail of color and inspiration 
wherever she went. She expressed 
herself not only through her art, but 
also through the life she cultivated 
around her. She had a deep love for 
gardening, seeing the rainbow of 
colors paint her front yard. This was 
one of her favorite summer activities 
to do with her children every year. 
She also adored her dogs, who were 
constant companions and brought 
her daily joy and comfort. Chelsea 
will be remembered for her warmth, 
her artistic soul, her devotion to her 

children and the beauty she brought 
into the lives of those who knew her. 
She will be missed by family and 
friends alike.

A celebration of her life will be 
held May 16, 2026, from 1 to 5 p.m. at 
Yamaguchi Park in downtown Pagosa 
Springs, Colo. Everyone who knew 
Chelsea is urged to attend and share 
with her family and friends. Please 
leave the family in your prayers to 
help them through this challenging 
time.

Brian Borge 
Jensen 

Brian Borge Jensen, born in Bas-
trop, La., on Sept. 24, 1978, took his 
last breaths peacefully on Thursday, 
Feb. 26, 2026, 
after  a short 
and extremely 
b r av e  b a t t l e 
with cancer. He 
was surround-
ed by friends, 
family, music, 
laughter and 
love in his last 
few days. 

Brian was a 
wonderful and 
l o v i n g  h u s -
band, caring son, helpful son-in-law, 
kind brother-in-law, silly uncle to 
four nieces and two nephews, a cous-
in, a nephew, and friend to many. He 
lived a life of adventure, loved good 
food and enjoyed life to the fullest. He 
loved being out in creation, whether 
it was on a motorcycle, a snowmobile 
or a kayak, or camping and sitting 
around a fire, and he especially loved 
taking beautiful pictures of the night 
sky. He could fix anything and never 
gave up on figuring out how to get 
something done. He was known for 
his kindness, generosity, loyalty, 
sense of humor, an always helpful 
spirit and the ability to maintain close 
friendships, quite a few for 25+ years, 
proven by the many visitors with him 
in the hospital day and night. 

Brian’s greatest adventure began 
when he married Jeni Ardoin on Oct. 
26, 2013, in Eunice, La. They shared 

12 fun and happy years together. 
Brian leaves behind his wife and 
best friend, Jeni Jensen; his parents, 
Borge and Concha Jensen; and his 
beloved pets, Milla, Ranger, Ollie and 
Gus. We long to see him again when 
all is made new. (Revelation 21:4.) 
A memorial service will be held on 
Saturday, April 11, at 2 p.m. at the 
Kingdom Hall, 35 Meadows Drive, in 
Pagosa Springs, Colo. All who knew 
him are welcome to attend, followed 
by a reception after. 
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Letters
per year since 2001, but the Retail & 
Hospitality sector with almost 40% of 
all jobs still offers the lowest average 
wages” in often part-time jobs without 
benefits. 

The Community Plan needs to 
place a renewed emphasis on broad-
ening the economic base beyond 
tourists and retirees to attract and 
foster new businesses to the area 
and revitalize light-industries which 
create jobs that pay a living wage 
and offer childcare. This is not a new 
idea: the 2017 plan update pointed 
out, “In 2001, the Community Plan 
recommended that Archuleta County 
designate areas for industrial parks as 
an attempt to foster diversification of 
the economy and provide more high 
paying jobs for local residents. The 
intention was to attract new heavy 
commercial and light industrial busi-
nesses to Archuleta County, and to 
provide a location for such businesses 
in industrial parks. The Future Land 
Use Map designated the Cloman 
Industrial Park.” 

Recently the county applied for a 
grant to supply three-phase power 
to Cloman. It only took 25 years, but 
better late than never. Unfortunately, 
out of 28 projects listed for the current 
cycle in the Archuleta Community 
Development Action Plan 2024-2026, 
not one directly addresses attracting 
new businesses to the area. For our 
future, that needs to change.

David Laufer

Support for Nicole 
Pitcher
Dear Editor:

On April 1st, La Plata Electric As-
sociation (LPEA) announced that it 
successfully completed its energy 
supply transition, formally departing 
Tri-State Generation and Transmis-
sion Association (Tri-State) and 
joining the Southwest Power Pool 
Regional Transmission Organization.

With this transition, LPEA expects 
to deliver lower wholesale power 
costs, greater reliability, and in-
creased local control for its members.

It’s the increase in local control 
that has sparked my interest in and 
support for the transition. After serv-
ing two terms on our local school 
board, I appreciate how important it 
is to be able to operate independently 
with local control.

Local control means more ac-
countability to our community rather 
than to invisible shareholders.

Local control means more free-
dom to explore sustainable, resilient, 
and low-cost energy systems better 

suited to our region. Local control 
means investments in LPEA have 
a greater return for the residents of 
Archuleta County.

Nicole Pitcher has been a part of 
the multi-year effort by LPEA’s board 
of directors to get this transition done. 
More recently she has led the board 
as president. I support her leadership 
and her hard work that are empower-
ing LPEA and its members with more 
local control.

Please join me in voting for Nicole 
Pitcher as the District 1 representa-
tive for LPEA.

Brooks Lindner 

SAVE America Act
Dear Editor:

0.0001%. Seems like an infinitesi-
mally small percentage, doesn’t it? 
After the 2016 election, the Brennan 
Center for Justice, which advocates 
for voting rights, surveyed local 
election officials in 42 jurisdictions 
with high immigrant populations 
and found just 30 cases of suspected 
noncitizens voting out of 23.5 million 
votes cast, or 0.0001%.A database 
maintained by the right-wing Ameri-
can Enterprise Institute shows just 85 
cases involving allegations of nonciti-
zen voting from 2002 to 2023, out of 
2 BILLION votes cast. In bright red 
Utah, a review found not one instance 
of noncitizens among the 2.1 million 
registered voters – 0.0%.

Voting is the foundation of our 
democratic republic. For over a cen-
tury, Federal legislation has sought 
to expand opportunities for citizens 
to vote, from the 19th Amendment in 
1920 giving women the right to vote 
to the landmark 1965 Voting Rights 
Act aiding disenfranchised minority 
voters. 

But now we are confronting the 
GOP’s so-called Safeguard American 
Voter Eligibility Act or SAVE America 
Act. The bill requires individuals 
to provide documentary proof of 
U.S. citizenship when registering 
or reregistering to vote. This is the 
most egregious, partisan VOTER 
SUPPRESSION legislation ever con-
sidered in Congress. It would un-
duly burden millions of women who 
adopted their husbands’ surnames 
upon marriage, along with the 190 
million Americans who don’t have 
an expensive passport and those who 
don’t have ready access to an original 
birth certificate. Ironically, one of the 
bill’s main proponents in the Senate 
is Mike Lee of Utah, the state with 
NO known noncitizen voters. This is 
a classic case of a solution in search 
of a problem.

The legislation will have ZERO 

Obituaries

Services

effect on free and fair elections. No, 
the real intent of the SAVE Act is clear, 
to stack the election deck in favor of 
Republicans. If you doubt the sinister 
motive behind the bill, just listen to 
Trump’s comments on the bill. “It will 
guarantee the midterms,” Trump told 
GOP lawmakers. In a speech in Geor-
gia, he said, “Republicans have to win 
this one. We’ll never lose a race. For 
50 years, we won’t lose a race.” He 
reiterated this claim when discussing 
Democratic opposition, “They know 
if we get this, they probably won’t 
win an election for 50 years, maybe 
longer” And here is a blatantly blas-
phemous statement directed to the 
Senate, “Don’t worry about Easter, 
going home. In fact, make this one 
for Jesus, OK?” Really? Jesus would 
sanction election cheating?

Many MAGA Republicans wrongly 
believe that this is simply a voter 
ID bill. Although the bill does also 
require an ID to vote, that is only a 
minor provision, which most states 
have already implemented. No, this 
legislation could disqualify millions 
of voters, including Republicans who 
can’t prove their citizenship. The 
SAVE Act has passed the House but 
faces an uncertain future in the Sen-
ate. If you do care about free and fair 
elections, you must oppose this bill. 
Our future depends on it!

John Porco

Simplifying health 
care
Dear Editor:

The recent discussion of health-
care in Colorado raised an important 
question: not just what kind of system 
the state should aim for, but what 
problems we are actually trying to 
solve.

Two stand out.
First, our healthcare system is 

extraordinarily complex. Patients, 
employers, and providers all navigate 
a maze of plans, rules, and billing 
structures that vary in small but im-
portant ways. Second, in many parts 
of the system, pricing power is con-
centrated, with limited competition 
and little transparency around costs.

Those two forces—complexity and 
concentrated pricing power—drive 
much of what makes healthcare 
expensive and difficult to navigate.

It may also be helpful to distin-
guish between a public option and 
single payer. A public option would 
introduce a state-run health insur-
ance plan alongside others, while 
single payer would move to a single, 
unified payer system. That distinction 
matters. It’s not about adding one 
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more plan—it’s about how the entire 
system would work and be financed.

Large systems rarely improve when 
they are replaced all at once. More 
often, they improve when underlying 
problems are addressed step by step.

Colorado has already begun taking 
a meaningful first step with the Colo-
rado Option. By requiring standard-
ized plans and setting targets for pre-
mium reductions, the state has started 
to reduce unnecessary complexity and 
bring more discipline to pricing.

That matters. When plans are more 
consistent, the system becomes easier 
to understand and manage. When 
the state begins to influence pricing, 
it creates a foundation for further 
improvements.

The next challenge is to extend that 
progress. That could include strength-
ening price transparency, limiting 
excessive cost variation, and using 
the state’s purchasing power to bring 
more consistency to how care is paid 
for across providers.

Over time, steps like these can 
simplify the system and reduce the ef-
fects of concentrated pricing power—
without disrupting care for patients or 
destabilizing providers.

As I noted last week, stability in 
healthcare is essential for mountain 
communities like Pagosa Springs. 
When access is already limited, the 
system doesn’t have much margin for 
disruption.

If Colorado is serious about long-
term reform, the most important 
question may not be what the final 
system should look like, but how to 
make it simpler, more transparent, 
and more balanced over time.

That kind of progress is less dra-
matic than a single sweeping change. 
But it is far more likely to succeed.

John Repko

Support for James 
Lane
Dear Editor:

I worked with James Lane for more 
than a decade at Nuclear Filter Tech-
nology, where he played a leading 
role in developing automated drum 
venting and gas analysis equipment 
used in the cleanup of former federal 
defense-related sites. The solutions 
James helped develop became a 
cornerstone of our company’s growth 
and helped position us to support 
the expanding clean nuclear energy 
sector.

What always stood out to me 
about James was not only his techni-
cal ability, but his creativity, curiosity, 
and steady judgment when facing 
deeply complex problems. Those 
qualities are rare on their own, and in 
James, they are well balanced.

His career later took him into even 
larger and more demanding chal-
lenges in the oil and gas industry, 
one of the most heavily regulated 
and competitive industries in the 
world. Through it all, James remained 
grounded in strong values and per-
sonal integrity. He never lost sight 
of the people affected by decisions 
being made, including the commu-
nity, stakeholders, and families who 
depend on responsible leadership.

James’s connection to southwest 
Colorado, Archuleta County, and La 
Plata County runs deep. I have also 
had the privilege of watching his 
children grow into thoughtful and 
grounded adults, which says a great 
deal about the kind of man he is.

James is grounded, trustworthy, 
and faithful. He would serve as an 
excellent Archuleta District 1 repre-
sentative on the LPEA Board and a 
strong ambassador for the communi-
ties he serves.

Terry Wickland
Golden, Colo.

In Memory of your 75th Anniversary
Amadeo “Andy” Martinez and Evangeline “Eva” Espinoza-Martinez

Married April 2, 1951
It was just 10 years ago when you were with us and celebrating 65 years of marriage.  
Every night, mom would retire and pray by name, for everyone she could recall living 
or dead.  And every day, dad would look for a way to help a family member, a neighbor, 
a friend or simply someone who needed a hand.  They were the second couple 
married in the newly built Immaculate Heart of Mary church in 1951.  Baptizing and 
confirming many children, they become Comadre and Compadre to many families.  
After 50 years of marriage, you were asked to be the Grand Marshals of the Spanish 
Fiesta parade in 2002.  They were lifelong residents of Archuleta County, he from 
Trujillo and her father worked at the light plant as electricity was introduced to Pagosa.  
You are not here with us but your selfless values in helping our neighbors, are still with 
us.  In our memories, forever.
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Leila (Lee) 
Constant 

A graveside service and celebra-
tion of Leila (Lee) Constant’s life 
will be held on Wednesday, April 22, 
2026, at 10 a.m. 
at Hilltop Cem-
etery in Pagosa 
Springs, Colo. 
All who knew 
and loved her 
a r e  w a r m l y 
invited to join 
the family in 
honoring her 
beautiful life 
a n d  s h a r i n g 
cherished memories.

Gilbert Velasquez 
Please join family and friends at 

Hilltop Cemetery on Saturday, April 
18, at 11 a.m. for the celebration of 
life of Gilbert 
Velasquez, who 
passed away on 
Jan. 21, 2026. 
Please meet at 
the American 
Legion location 
where the Amer-
ican flag is.

The Gilbert 
Velasquez fam-
ily would like to thank the Variety 
Express band and everyone else who 
made donations to make this day a 
special day for our family.
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School board briefed on high school 
schedule change for next year
By Clayton Chaney
Staff Writer

During a regular meeting held by 
the Archuleta School District (ASD) 
Board of Education (BoE) on Wednes-
day, April 1, Pagosa Springs High 
School Principal Sean O’Donnell 
presented changes to the high school’s 
schedule for the 2026-2027 school year.

O’Donnell began by explaining 
why the high school feels a schedule 
change needs to be done, noting that 
the school is “always looking for ways 
to have better outcomes for kids.”

He mentioned that students have 
been taking four classes in the fall, and 
then four new classes in the spring, 
similar to a college schedule model.

O’Donnell commented that he is 
unsure if that is the “ideal” model 
for the high school level, noting that, 
typically, students are engaged in 
core classes all year long.

He mentioned that a “key driver” 
of deciding to implement a schedule 
change is that students need to be en-
gaged with core content all year long.

O’Donnell explained that with the 
current schedule it is possible that 
a student may take freshman math 
in their first fall semester, and then 
not take their next math course until 
spring of their sophomore semester.

“Thats a big gap,”he said, explain-
ing that having core content from Sep-
tember to May “eliminates that gap.”

Other issues have also come up 

with PSAT and SAT testing that takes 
place in April, with some students 
taking courses in the fall and taking a 
break from the material, then testing, 
O’Donnell explained.

O’Donnell then explained the 
scheduling committee chose to pri-
oritize student outcomes, student sup-
ports, time and teacher benefit while 
considering other scheduling options.

He explained that when looking at 
what other school districts around 
the country do, the three most com-
mon things found are having tradi-
tional seven-period days, alternating 
blocks or a hybrid schedule.

“So, we wrestled with that as a 
committee,” he said, explaining that 
when measuring the options against 
the priorities chosen by the commit-
tee, “ultimately the place we landed 
was an eight-period day.”

He noted the high school’s sched-
ule for next year will run from 8 a.m. 
to 3:45 p.m., Monday through Thurs-
day, with eight 45-minute periods.

Friday’s bell schedule will run 
from 8 a.m to 1:45 p.m. with eight 
35-minute periods. 

He then explained that “double-
block” classes will be offered for 
certain courses like career and tech-
nical education (CTE) classes, and art 
classes that will run for 90 minutes.

“There’s not enough time to really 
get some great work done in 45 min-
utes,” O’Donnell said, noting that 
building and auto CTE courses may 

need more time.
“Forty-five minutes does not give 

them enough time to do anything 
meaningful,” he added.

O’Donnell clarified that double-
block classes are courses in which 
students can receive a full credit in a 
semester’s amount of time.

He explained that the high school 
will now also offer a number of elec-
tive courses as “half-credit” classes, 
but that “all of our core classes are 
gonna be year-long.”

O’Donnell also mentioned that 
graduation requirements won’t 
change and that students will have 
the same opportunities they currently 
have with eight-period days over 
four years, “so there’ll be no need to 
change graduation requirements.”

He then explained that core class-
es will have A and B portions, and that 
there will be “fidelity” at the end of 
the semester ensuring that each class 
is at the same point in case there are 
students who need a schedule change 
and end up with a different teacher 
the following semester.

O’Donnell went on to mention 
that “there’s been a want” to look at 
how the high school does its student 
eligibility, noting it has to follow 
the Colorado High School Activities 
Association’s requirements and the 
school can identify its own require-
ments that may go “above and be-
yond” those.

clayton@pagosasun.com

Middle school releases third-quarter honor roll
By Anjelica Gallegos
Pagosa Springs Middle School 

Pagosa Springs Middle School has 
released its honor roll for the third 
quarter.

The following fifth-grade students 
made the honor roll with a 3.5 to 3.99 
cumulative GPA: Camden Ash, Logan 
Candelaria, Morgan Cole, Marshall 
Denham, Owen Fitzgerald, Harper 
Flanagan, Zosimos Gordon, Hen-
ley Heckman, Seton Hensle, Reed 
Hewitt, Kaleb Hudler, Shiloh Kossler, 
Addison Newsome, Everly Olliffe, 
Alexis Pack, Aspen Perez, Abigail 
Rohwer and Colton Wattier.

The following fifth-grade students 
made the A honor roll with a 4.0 GPA: 
Logan Bristow, Everly Campbell, 
Lane Maestas, Airdrie Massari and 
Alice Tuten.

The following sixth-grade students 
made honor roll with a 3.5 to 3.99 
cumulative GPA: Peyton Dele, Steele 
Forrest, Rafe Halterman, Juniper 
Hertzke, Lorretta Hinojosa, Beatrice 
Iverson, Xane Laursen, Lucy Ly-
ons, Sadie Matyniak, Chloe Morley, 
Tanner Mote, Jaxen Nielsen, Jariah 

Portnell, Sierra Rich, David Rivera, 
Eleanor Samu, Elise Tlachac and 
Sedona Zissman.

The following sixth-grade students 
made the A honor roll with a 4.0 GPA: 
Felix Crandall, LeAnna Miller, Jeri 
Moeller, Penelope Peck, Darla Renner, 
David Smith and Kimberly Taylor.

The following seventh-grade stu-
dents made honor roll with a 3.5 to 
3.99 cumulative GPA: Jacob Adams, 
Kadence Albue, Emmary Brewer, 
Taylor Cole, Mayley Evans, Far-
rah Foutz, Jose Granados-Gurule, 
Savannah Graves, Mia Gutierrez-
Calvillo, Talon Hall, Anya Hamby, 
Molly Hart, Houston Hoerth, Russell 
Hudler, Cora Jackson, Tenley Keegan, 
Jackson Kleckner, Kainoa Landry, 
Felix Long, Sebastian Lujan-Parra, 
Dylan Luna, Christopher Martinez, 
Ashlynn Mathis, Sage Merrill-Exton, 
Jose Moreno-Echavarria, Gabriella 
Pahe, Koda Rice, Lieve Riley, Samuel 
Sanchez, Tyson Sewell, Aethancoal 
Simineo, Kaiden Srery, Hazel West 
and Nova Wilson.

The following seventh-grade stu-
dents made the A honor roll with a 
4.0 GPA: Brooke Anderson, Ariah 

Archuleta, Grant Bliss, Kiley Braun, 
Wyatt Buck, Dekklyn Fiorenza, 
Chauncey Forster, Merick Halter-
man, Colle Looper, Chase Osborn, 
Kiara Patel, Delilah Powell, Rystle 
Ross, Damien Turk, Lillyan Vega and 
Maheyla Witting.

The following eighth-grade stu-
dents made honor roll with 3.5 to 3.99 
cumulative GPA: Camellia Bellina, 
Adam Candelaria, Callie Carothers, 
Shiloh Degelman, Gavino Dozal-
Nevarez, Adelaide Graham, Miles 
Harris, Kadence Inez, Cooper Laner, 
Davyn Leiker, Scarlette Lovier, Mia 
Lucero, Ari Martinez, Ty Mitchell, Pia 
Papanai, Eloise Ridley, Karlie Rose, 
Neitzey Shepherd, Trent Tator, Colten 
Ulibarri and Jackson Werby.

The following eighth-grade stu-
dents made the A honor roll with a 
4.0 GPA: Elias Becker Sweden, Bay-
Lee Bishop, Breland Bridges, Carlie 
Bridges, Kyleah Coss, Miles Demp-
ster, Olivia Diffey, Christian Henson, 
Avitt Lee-Shaw, Eduardo Marinelar-
ena, Oliver Mendoza, Finley Renner, 
Jaxon Sherman, Asher Smith, Livia 
Souza, Tuff Terrazas, Micah Tyler, 
Michael Wells and Tevye Zissman.

Applications open for Healthy Archuleta youth internship
Healthy Archuleta 

On a warm summer morning in 
Pagosa Springs, a group of local teens 
gathers at the farmers market. Some 
are helping set up tables piled high 
with fresh produce. Others are talking 
with community members, sharing 
what they’ve learned about healthy 
food and local growing. A few are 
behind the scenes, capturing photos 
and stories to share.

They’re not just volunteers; they’re 
youth interns with Healthy Archuleta, 
and they’re helping shape the future 
of their community.

This summer, that opportunity is 
opening again.

Healthy Archuleta is now inviting 
youth ages 16 and older to apply for 
its paid Youth Internship Program, an 
eight-week experience that goes far 
beyond a typical summer job. Instead 
of clocking in and out, interns step 
into real community work, learning, 
contributing and discovering how 
their voices and ideas matter.

For many participants, the experi-
ence starts with something simple, 
helping at a garden or event, but 

quickly grows into something big-
ger. Interns find themselves asking 
questions:

• “Where does our food come 
from?”

• “Who has access to healthy op-
tions?”

• “How can we make our commu-
nity stronger?”

Along the way, they gain hands-on 
experience supporting local efforts, 
from supporting the development 
of the community food hub to com-
munity gardens, food distribution 
and outreach projects. Some help 
organize events. Others design so-
cial media campaigns. Many work 
together to bring new ideas forward.

But just as important as what they 
do is what they gain.

Interns build skills in communica-
tion, teamwork and leadership. They 
learn how to speak up, collaborate 
and take initiative. They begin to 
see how local systems, like food and 
health, connect to everyday life in 
Archuleta County.

And, perhaps most importantly, 
they begin to see themselves as part 
of the solution.

Healthy Archuleta created the 
program with a simple belief: Young 
people are not just the future, they 
are leaders right now. By investing 
in youth, the organization is helping 
build a stronger, more connected and 
more resilient community.

For past interns, the experience 
often leaves a lasting impact. It’s not 
just about the work they do during 
those eight weeks; it’s about the 
confidence they carry forward, the 
relationships they build and the sense 
of belonging they gain.

This summer, a new group of 
youth will have the chance to step 
into that experience.

If you’re someone who wants to 
learn new skills, meet new people 
and make a difference in your com-
munity, this could be your moment. 

Apply for the Youth Internship 
Program at https://www.foodcoali-
tion4archuleta.org/youth-engage-
ment.html#internship. Positions 
are limited, and applications are 
reviewed on a rolling basis. Some-
times, all it takes is one summer to 
see your community, and your place 
in it, differently.

School district launches ‘Facilities Journey’ webpage
Archuleta School District 

Archuleta School District has 
launched a new “Facilities Journey” 
webpage designed to help families, 
staff and community members better 
understand how the district arrived 
at the proposed plan for a new pre-
kindergarten through eighth grade 
(PK–8) school and what comes next. 

The new webpage features an in-
teractive map that walks users through 
each step of the district’s facilities 

planning process, from building as-
sessments and community input to 
site selection and funding pathways. 

The tool provides easy access to 
key data, reports, and milestones that 
shaped the district’s decision-making 
process. 

“This webpage was created to help 
make information about the process 
accessible, transparent and easy to 
explore,” said Superintendent Rick 
Holt. “We wanted something that 
would allow our community to follow 

the journey step-by-step.” 
The new webpage provides a cen-

tralized location for community 
members to review the process, 
explore supporting materials and 
stay informed as the district moves 
forward. 

Community members are encour-
aged to explore the interactive map 
and learn more about the facilities 
journey at www.mypagosaschools.
com/apps/pages/ASDFacilities-
Journey.
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HORSE PANELS- Ponderosa Lumber is your 
Priefert livestock panel dealer. 731-4111.  
Highway 160 on Put Hill. 

10-year old reg. quarter horse paint geld-
ing, very gentle. Knows gaits. Healthy $4,000 
firm. 946-2839

3X3X8 800 LB. GRASS HORSE HAY. 
Quantity discounts. 946-1018, please leave 
message.

WANTED OLDER KIND, GENTLE gelding. 
(970)731-1976, (970)507-0201.

ALFALFA AND GRASS MIX HAY, $5/ bale. 
Organic potatoes, $20 per hundred. 264-
5628. 

QUALITY HORSE HAY. $6 a bale. Local, 
731-5022.

HAY FOR SALE. $7 in the field, $7.25 in the 
barn. 3x3x8 bales, 775 lbs, $85. 731-9504. 

HAY FOR SALE. Barn stored, good grass 
hay, 3’x3’x8’ bales, 775 lbs., $85. Oat hay, 
small bales, 50 lbs., $2. (970)731-5873, 
(970)731-9504. 

SUPER BUY- Moved and TV doesn’t fit. 
Gorgeous 62” Toshiba HD TV with DLP. Must 
sacrifice at $850. Also dry firewood, $100 per 
pickup full. (970)903-3911.

14’ LOW BOY BUMPER PULL equipment 
trailer. Will haul 10K, electric brakes both 
axles. Nice, $2,500. (970)731-9505.

TWO APPLIANCES: 1 GE refrigerator, 21.6, 
no frost. 1 GE gas stove. $200 each OBO. 
946-1737.

NURSERY GROWN ASPENS, all sizes, large 
spruce and pine. Delivery available. High 
Plains Nursery, Inc. Open Mon-Sat., 9a.m. to 
4p.m. 883-4600.

QUEEN BED WITH OAK headboard, frame 
and mattress, $50. 2007 Oster 6 slice toaster 
oven, $25. (970)799-0066. 

8’ SNOWPLOW FOR TOYOTA pickup, 
$1,200. 264-0040.

Classifi eds 264-2101264-2101
 Offi ce Hours: Monday — Friday 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. Classifi ed Deadline: Tuesday 10 a.m.
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RESIDENTIAL RENTALS

RESIDENTIAL RENTALS

VACATION RENTALS

AUTOSFOR SALE

WANTED

LIVESTOCK

RECREATIONAL VEHICLES

PETS

FOR SALE

If you’ve got something to sell
And don’t know what to do,
Call Hi Mesa Truck & Auto
Let us sell it for you!
Cars • Trucks • Tractors • Motor Homes
(no cows or horses, please!)

Call Ben Johnson
Put my 48 years of auto sales experience to work for you! • Financing available
Hi Mesa Truck & Auto • 597 Navajo Trail Dr. • 970-731-4377 • 866-731-4377

ONLY $595/ MONTH for this 2 level, 1,250 
sq. ft. condominium loft. Granite countertops, 
custom fixtures, central heat and air condition-
ing plus much more. Centrally located, walk to 
everything. This like new unit won’t last long. 
Reserve it today. 264-1036.

2 BEDROOM, 2 BATH DUPLEX with garage. 
$600/ month plus security deposit. W/D, 
1,400 sq. ft., lots of storage, on golf course. 
(970)946-4181.

BEAUTIFUL LARGE MOBILE HOME. 3 
bedrooms, 2 baths, screened in porch, lots 
of extra storage. Close to everything, $750/ 
month. Call 903-7150.

2 BEDROOM CONDO on the golf course. 
Available now, $600/ month. (479)244-7141, 
(970)264-5715.

ROOM WITH FREE UTILITIES, free wifi, 
private entrance, cooking facility, private 
bathroom, washer/ dryer available, $450. No 
smoking. 398-0023 

4 BEDROOM, 2 BATH HOUSE with garage 
and fenced-in yard. $650/ month. Call Laura 
at The Real Choice, (970)946-9281.

3 BEDROOM, 2 BATH in Pagosa Lakes area. 
2-car garage, new paint. Appliances included, 
$750. (970)946-9281.

LAKEFRONT UPSTAIRS APARTMENT. 2 
bedrooms, 1 bath, 2-car garage, all appli-
ances, $700/ month. No smoking, pets upon 
approval. (505)334-5687, (505)793-7285.

GOLF COURSE CONDO. 1 bedroom, moun-
tain views, wood burning fireplace, $650/ 
month. No smoking, pets okay with deposit. 
398-0023 

SPACIOUS CONDO, 2 BEDROOM, 3 bath, 
large loft. Sunroom with view, gas heat, new 
carpet. No dogs. $600. 903-2513.

BEST VALUE IN PAGOSA. Excellent condi-
tion 1/1, 2/2 apartment homes. All utilities 
included. Convenient location, walk to uptown 
grocery store. 946-9187.

HOUSE IN TOWN- 3 bedroom, 2.5 bath, 
2,400 sq. ft., 3-story home on 3 city lots with 
2-car heated garage. No smokers, no pets. 
$1,300 per month plus utilities. History and 
average of electric and natural gas usage 
available. Located right on the city limits at 
297 N. 2nd Street (Snowball Road). 946-
1642, please leave message or email terri@
pagosasun.com.

RENTALS: VACATION AND LONG TERM. 
www.teampagosa.com. Call Laura Dan-
iels, (970)946-9281 or Chris Hachenberg, 
(970)903-1188. Broker Associates, The Real 
Choice.

FIRST MONTH’S RENT FREE! 2 bedroom, 2 
bath end unit apartment. Close to downtown, 
quiet, W/D in building, paved road, low utilities, 
water paid. $725. 398-0007.

3 BEDROOM, 2 BATH, wood stove, garage, 
carport. Pet negotiable, no smokers, $700/ 
month, 1st, last and utilities. Lake Forest 
Estates. 731-3471. 

2 BEDROOM, 2 BATH DUPLEX at 578 
E. Golf Pl. Garage, storage, washer/ dryer 
hookups, landlord pays water and garbage. 
$700/ month. 946-7917.

ENERGY EFFICIENT, UNFURNISHED 2 bed-
room, 2 bath condo. Great location in Pagosa 
Lakes area, walking distance to local shops. 
Appliances furnished. $625/ month, long-term 
rent. (608)289-0373.

RV SPACES, $325/ MONTH. Includes satel-
lite TV, Wi-Fi, and other utilities. Please call 
Happy Camper 731-5822. 

FOR RENT 3 BEDROOM, 2 bath nearly new. 
$1,175/ month plus deposit. Phone (970)884-
2594 or (970)749-5956.

QUIET COUNTRY LIVING on private ranch 
3.6 miles from town. Mountain view, cathedral 
ceilings, large array of windows, tile, wood 
floors, exquisitely furnished for 2 occupants. 
References, one-year lease, first, last month’s 
rent plus deposit. All utilities included. No 
smoking, no pets. $899. (970)264-6720, 
(970)946-3987.

HOUSE IN TOWN. 3 bedroom, 2 bath, spa-
cious, clean, bright, new carpet. Reduced 
to $650. 359 South 9th Street. No smokers/ 
pets. 749-5828.

YOUR CHOICE: STUDIO APARTMENT 
plus workshop, $650 or 2 bedroom, 2 bath 
home, garage, washer/ dryer, decks, $900. 
Both newly remodeled, views, national forest 
access, near shopping, quiet neighborhood, 
basic utilities. No smokers, pets negotiable. 
First, damage, references. (970)948-8672 

FOR RENT: SINGLEWIDE MOBILE home. 2 
bedroom, 2 bath. $475/ month, $350 cleaning 
deposit. 354 Canyon Circle, Pagosa Vista. 
731-4906.

SECOND MONTH’S RENT’S FREE. Very 
clean 2 bedroom, 2 bath, 1-car garage du-
plex unit on E. Golf Place. No pets. Available 
now. Rent $695/ month. Call (970)884-2077, 
(970)903-9355. 

3 BEDROOM UNIT in Pagosa Lakes. Newly 
remodeled, new appliances, washer/ dryer, 
cable. Section 8 approved, everything paid. 
$725. (303)838-5585.

REMODELED 3 BEDROOM, 2 bath mobile in 
Vista. All new interior in 2007, well insulated 
for low utility bills, washer/dryer included. First 
month $475, then $595/ month plus deposit 
with lease. No pets/ smokers. 264-8258.

BRAND NEW 1-2 BEDROOM COTTAGES! 
All new construction, great downtown 8th St. 
location. 1-2 bedroom, 1 bath private units. 
Year lease, $700-$750/ month. On-site laun-
dry. NS/NP. Renting now! Call 946-2255.

2 BEDROOM PLUS LOFT, 2 bath house on 
Hills Circle for rent or purchase. W/D, wood 
stove, new carpet, paint, wood floors. No 
smokers; lease; pet considered. $700/ month 
plus electric. (970)453-4943.

TASTEFULLY DESIGNED AND FURNISHED 
1 person studio in quiet neighborhood. Private 
entry, full kitchen and bath, new furniture, 
washer/ dryer, yard. All utilities and Direct TV 
included. No smokers/ pets. 6 month lease 
preferred; $650/ month. 946-2201.

2 PLUS LOFT LODGE CONDO. Partially 
furnished, washer, dryer, fireplace, end unit. 
Great lake and mountain views. No smoking, 
pet considered. $745/ month. (970)485-
2515.

PAGOSA LAKE VIEWS. 3 bedroom in 4-plex. 
Dishwasher, washer/ dryer, utilities paid, free 
cable TV, recently remodeled. $699/ month. 
(303)881-1407.

VACATIONERS. We have fully furnished 
homes and condos for rent by the day, week 
or month. We also have long term places 
available. Pagosa Realty Rentals, located up-
stairs, Frontier Building, Piedra at 160.  (970) 
731-5515. www.pagosarentals.com. 

3 BEDROOM CABIN on Lake Pagosa, fully 
furnished. Groups of 6 or less. Weekly and 3 
night minimum rates. (707)864-8350, www.
vacationhomes.com/20810.

XMAS RENTAL- RIVER FRONT lodge 
between hot springs and ski area. 3/2 luxury, 
sleeps 6-8, $300/ night, 5 night minimum. 
264-4866. 

COTTAGE, 2 BEDROOM, 2 BATH, laundry, 
garage, sleeps 6. Lake Pagosa. Daily, weekly, 
monthly rates. (970)731-3694.

ON THE LAKE: New 1 or 2 bedroom, 1 bath. 
Weekly and daily rates. No pets, no smokers. 
Fishing dock, hot tub. For information, call 
(970)749-4769.

3 BEDROOM, 2 BATH HOME, fully furnished, 
Pagosa Lakes. Weekly and three-night mini-
mum rates. Sleeps 9. Email for information 
and pictures, denverrenter@gmail.com.

RESORT CONDOS AND HOMES. Daily from 
$85 plus weekly, monthly. Sunetha, 731-4344 
or sunetha.com.

‘06 Honda CRV EX, auto, sunroof, new tires, 
71k mi. $14,400 #09-10xu 946-4397

WWW.SALSMOTORCORRAL.COM. Visit us 
online to view current inventory and pricing. 

1979 CJ-5 JEEP. Runs good, some rust, mov-
ing must sell, $1,200 OBO. (970)759-6630.

2000 CHEVY 2500 PICKUP. 4-door, 4X4. 
$5,000 OBO. Good condition. 946-6803.

1998 DODGE RAM 1500. 4X4, extended 
cab, low miles, excellent condition! Garaged, 
tuned, new clutch. Near new studded tires! 
$8,499 OBO. 903-2492. 

2002 ARCTIC CAT SNOWMOBILE. 440RZ 
Snow Pro Sno. Runs great and fast. $1,500 
OBO. (970)946-8526.

(1) 800 RMK AND (1) 700 RMK, with trailer. 
Great shape, run perfect. Must sacrifice, 
$8,500 for both, (970)946-3356.

1998 POLARIS RMK 700. 144” track, moving 
must sell, $1,200 OBO. (970)759-6630.

2001 POLARIS RMK 800. Custom, 156” 
track, too many extras to list. Moving, must 
sell, $5,000 OBO. (970759-6630.

VACATION RENTALS

1986 SUBURBAN 4X4. Mechanically solid, 
cosmetically challenged. 2 sets of tires, a 
beast in the snow. $1,800. Call 264-6668.

AUTOS

FREE WOODEN PALLETS. When avail-
able, they will be placed behind The Pagosa 
Springs SUN office. NO PHONE CALLS, 
PLEASE!

Antique replica wood/coal burning cook-
stove & range Brand new. Sacrifice $2000 
obo (pd $4400); Antique sewing machine 
treadle. 264-2674

FIREWOOD FOR SALE. Pine, $175; as-
pen, $150 per cord, delivered. Call Todd, 
(970)946-2102.

LOG HOMES AND CABINS. 24’x32’ for 
only $16,800. Log walls, posts, beams, roof, 
plans, video and more! Free catalog. www.
bighornmtn.com. (307)684-2445.

SHAKLEE for proper nutrition, use Shaklee 
products. For information call Marsha Preuit. 
264-5910.

PAPER BUNDLES FOR fire starter 25¢ each. 
Pick up at The Pagosa Springs SUN. 466 
Pagosa Street.

STEVENS FIELD HANGAR, 500-G, Condor 
Drive. $135,000. (928)680-6400.

15” SYDHILL WESTERN SADDLE. Brand 
new, $2,800. Will sell for $1,400. Suede seat, 
Herman oak leather. 264-6720. 

RESPORT HAS A GREAT SELECTION of 
gently used skis, snowboards, apparel and 
accessories for all your winter sporting needs! 
100 Country Center Drive, Suite E. Monday- 
Saturday, 10a.m.-6p.m. 731-6900.

ESKIMO GAS ICE AUGER with sled and all 
accessories, $200. Never used. Minnkota 
electric trolling motor, never used, $300. 
Ray, 731-1456

LOVE CHOCOLATE? EAT 3 pieces/ day of 
the most powerful, health promoting, decadent 
chocolate ever produced and take control of 
your life. The perfect gift for yourself and loved 
ones. Bridget, (970)946-1941.

2007 SUZUKI RMZ 450, $5,500 OBO. 264-
6965.

WE BUY ANTLERS: off elk or deer. Small 
pieces (greater than 4”), broken antlers, all 
grades. NO dirty, infected, oily, painted or 
chalky antler. Also selling ’09  alfalfa- grass 
horse- quality 1,000 pound round bales, 
$65 to $75/ bale. South Fork, call Rich at 
(719)657-0942.

ARE YOU “DOWNSIZING” YOUR living 
style? Call us first! We are actively searching 
for and purchasing fine antiques, collectibles, 
unusual items- just about anything not new. 
Many years experience! Call us before you 
garage sale- you’ll be glad you did. We pay 
more! Call Lisa at 946-0124.

PAWS, FEATHERS, FINS & FRIENDS PET 
SITTING SERVICE. Boarding, house/ pet 
sitting, in-home visits, bonded & insured. THE 
PAMPERED PET, LARGE AND SMALL, WE 
CARE FOR THEM ALL! (970)731-8900.Sell it

in the classifieds
Cars • Bikes • Houses • Land • Saddles • Hay • Goats 

Horses • Boats • Tools • Furniture • You name it! 

To place your classified ad, call
(970) 264-2100

Outdoors

Mountain & Meadow
Real Estate
office: 970.264.6673 
409 Lewis Street
P.O. Box 3850
Pagosa Springs, CO 81147 

Residential OppORtunitiesResidential OppORtunities

Shellie Hogue
REALTOR®, BROKER

C: 970.759.8109
ShellieCHogue@gmail.com

www.shelliehogue.com
Licensed since May 2011

Realtors Spirit award in 2012
Served 6 years on the Pagosa Springs 

Area Association of Realtors
President of the Association 2017-2018

1001 Soaring Eagle Court 
$850,000

MLS #822945
2 Bed, 2 Bath, 2,073 sq foot house on 36.44 acres. 
Navajo River Ranch has 2 private entrances into the 
forest. This home has wonderful views of the San 
Juan Mountain Range and great decks. 2 tributaries 
come together to form a seasonal creek called Oil 
Well Creek on the property. 

To tour this home go to:  https://tinyurl.
com/1001SoaringEagleCourt

Price Reduced Under Contract

1231 Ranchland Drive
$290,000

MLS #829827 
40 Acres qualifying for Forest Service Ag which has 
significant fire mitigation done and the property 
taxes are under $200.00 per year. The property bor-
ders the Ute Indian Reservation and has multiple 
flat build areas close to power. There is a single car 
garage and a 3 room bunkhouse on a foundation. 
The bunkhouse is insulated and has a 1200 gallon 
cistern, 2 wood burning stoves and 2 propane heat-
ers. The solar panels power the 12 volt bunkhouse 
functions, pump and lights. The garage is set up to 
accommodate a 22’ RV and you can live for 2 years 
on the property when you are building. Pricing does 
not include the well on the property because the 
well does not have potable water. The kitchen has 
refrigerator, stove and sink. This is a gated commu-
nity close to the Tara Mandela Buddhist Retreat.

109 Carol’s Curves
$198,000

MLS #824583
The mobile home portion of this residence is 500 
square feet. 1304 square feet is stick built. There 
is also a small cabin built in 1993, 576 square feet 
with bath and studio kitchen. The 1.2 acres is par-
tially fenced for dogs and the acreage is all usable. 
The house has large picture windows with very nice 
views. There are 3 outbuildings, the septic has been 
inspected.

To tour this home go to:  https://pspixeltree.
com/109-Carols-Curves

Saving Lives Every Day 
PSMC Emergency Medical Services

• 24/7 Emergency Medical Care
• 911 Sole Ambulance Response for 1800 square miles
• Interfacility short and long distance transfers
• Community Event Stand-Bys
• Community CPR, AED, and Stop the Bleed Training

First-Class Care Close To Home
970.731.3700 | 95 S. Pagosa Blvd | pagosaspringsmedicalcenter.org

Colorado Parks and Wildlife boat ramps 
opening across region, Navajo first to open
Colorado Parks and Wildlife

State parks across the Colorado 
Parks and Wildlife Southwest Region 
are ready to welcome motorized 
boaters back to reservoirs. 

At many of the region’s parks, 
drought conditions and a historically 
low snowpack mean the boating sea-
son will be better early in the spring 
and summer. 

Those wanting to maximize the 
season shouldn’t wait until the 
Fourth of July to get the boat out this 
year.

Water levels often determine boat 
ramp opening and closing dates for 
state parks. 

While water levels may rapidly 
decrease at some of the Southwest 
Region’s parks, Sweitzer Lake re-
mains full year-round, while Navajo 
and Ridgway provide much larger 
reservoirs with more open water to 
enjoy for boating despite lower levels.

Navajo State Park became the first 
in the Southwest Region to open its 
boat ramp in 2026. The boat ramp 
opened March 13 and is open on 
weekends only, Friday through Sun-

day, through April 12. Beginning April 
14, the ramp will be open daily from 
8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

“Our water level will be low this 
year on the Colorado side,” said Navajo 
State Park Manager Jon Meats. “We did 
benefit from heavy fall rain in 2025, so 
our visitors on the Colorado side of the 
reservoir will still enjoy a quality expe-
rience when setting out on the water. 
But that fall flooding also introduced 
more debris, so we need all boaters to 
be aware and exercise extra caution as 
water levels fluctuate.”

Cold water danger
While spring temperatures re-

cently soared as high as 80 degrees 
at some Southwest Region parks, 
CPW reminds the public that water 
temperatures remain as cold as 40 
degrees and can present immedi-
ate danger, especially to those not 
wearing a proper personal flotation 
device. Wearing a life jacket will keep 
your head above water and support 
your body should your swimming 
ability fail or you become uncon-
scious.

“It can be deceiving when we start 

getting warm-weather days and it’s 
nice outside, but everyone recreat-
ing on the water should be aware the 
water is still really cold and remains 
cold until at least mid-summer here 
in Colorado,” said Sweitzer Lake 
Park Manager Scott Rist. “Having 
the proper gear and a life jacket on 
is imperative for anyone recreating 
on the water.”

Windy conditions can exacerbate 
danger on the water for paddlers. 
Getting blown off course can happen 
quickly, and returning to shore can 
be difficult going into a headwind or 
when facing waves. That can lead to 
paddlers expending a lot of energy to 
navigate and maintain balance.

When a paddler loses balance and 
goes into the water, it can also be easy 
to become separated from a kayak or 
paddleboard.

“There are several cellphone apps 
that will tell you hourly wind predic-
tions,” Rist said. “Knowing when 
conditions are going to change can 
be the difference between life and 
death. The user has a responsibility 
to know before you go.”

All boats are required to have one 

Coast Guard-approved life jacket for 
each person on board. All persons 
under the age of 13 years old must 
have them on at all times when on a 
watercraft. Life jackets can save lives 
when they fit properly and are worn 
when recreating on the water. 

Boaters are also encouraged to 
take a boating safety course with CPW 
to learn navigation safety and what to 
do in case of an accident.

Aquatic nuisance  
species inspections

Before launching in Colorado 
waters, boaters will need to ensure 
their boat is registered, purchase 
an aquatic nuisance species (ANS) 
stamp and follow all ANS inspection 
requirements.

“We always want to remind every-
one to make sure their boats are 
clean, drained and dry,” said Ridg-
way State Park Senior Ranger Derek 
MacLachlan.

Visitors are encouraged to check 
each state park’s page on the CPW 
website for the latest updates on 
ramp hours and conditions through-
out the season.

Only hand-launched or human 
powered vessels are allowed outside 
of ANS inspection hours.The hummers are here: 

Hummingbirds arriving early
By John Porco
Weminuche Audubon Society

Hummingbirds are arriving in 
Pagosa Country early because of 
record warm days, providing a flash 
of color in our gloomy spring days. 

So, it is important to get your feed-
ers out now. 

Here are a few guidelines, courtesy 
of the Weminuche Audubon Society.

Feeders
There are many good feeders on 

the market. The most important 
criteria when selecting a feeder are 
that it be easy to clean and easy to fill. 

In order to be a responsible host, 
you must keep your feeder very 
clean and full of fresh nectar. Feeders 
should come apart so that all parts 
are open and available for cleaning. 

Red attracts the hummingbirds. If 
your feeder isn’t red, tie a red ribbon 
on it or use red tape. 

Hummingbirds are very territo-
rial. If you put out more than one 
feeder, try to put the two feeders in 
locations out of sight of each other. 

Feeders attract bears, so keep your 
feeders out of bear range.

Food
In nature, hummingbirds eat 

flower nectar for energy and bugs 
for protein. 

Here is the recipe for making hum-
mingbird nectar:

Mix 4 parts water to 1 part white 
table sugar in a pot. For example, 
use 1 cup sugar to 4 cups water. Do 
not use honey, Jell-O, or powdered 
or brown sugar. Especially, do not 
use artificial sweeteners, as putting 
hummingbirds on a diet will kill 
them. They burn prodigious amounts 
of energy for their size and need real 
sugar. Do not use red food coloring 
or buy premade red nectar. It is un-
necessary and can harm the little 
hummers even in low concentrations 
because they eat so much nectar. Do 
not add anything else — just sugar 
and water.

Bring to a boil then remove from 
the heat. Stir it while it is heating 
until all of the sugar is dissolved. 
Don’t boil it for long because that 
will change the ratio as water is 
boiled off. The reason for boiling is 
not to make syrup, but to drive out 
the chlorine in the water and to kill 
mold and yeast spores that might be 
in the sugar. This will help make the 
nectar last longer both in the feeder 
and in your refrigerator. Cover and 
allow to cool before using or pouring 

into a storage bottle. 
We recommend making a large 

batch of nectar and storing it in the 
refrigerator.

Cleanliness
Sugar water is a very rich growth 

medium. 
Yeasts like to eat it, causing fer-

mentation, which can harm hum-
mingbirds. Mold and bacteria grow in 
it and can also harm the birds. 

If you see black spots inside your 
feeder, this is mold and you will need 
to scrub it out with a good bottle 
brush. 

You must change the nectar fre-
quently to avoid contaminants. In 
cooler temperatures, we recommend 
changing it every seven days. If the 
temperatures are getting above 70 
degrees, clean every three days. 

Clean the feeder thoroughly using 
a mild detergent. You can use a mild 
bleach solution (1 part bleach to 9 
parts water). In any case, rinse the 
bottle thoroughly. Some pet stores 
sell specialized brushes made to fit 
into feeder bottles and the holes in 
the base.

So, get your feeders out and enjoy 
the antics of these wonderful and 
colorful little birds through the fall.

Weminuche Audubon Society outlines volunteer projects
By Jean Zirnhelt 
Weminuche Audubon Society

Weminuche Audubon Society 
members participate in a number of 
projects whose aim is to promote the 
conservation and appreciation of birds 
and wildlife habitat. 

Our April 15 meeting will highlight 
two of these citizen science projects 
where we focus our efforts in spring 
and early summer. We invite you to get 
outdoors and have some fun with us. 

Starting in mid-May, we will be 
starting our mornings in the national 
forest, where we document the types 
and numbers of birds in designated 
plots that have undergone different 
types of treatments for fire prevention. 
It is a study whose aim is to answer the 
question of how bird populations re-
spond to these management practices. 

 Detailed reports on this Bird Com-
munity Monitoring effort may be found 
under the Projects tab on our website, 
weminucheaudubon.org. 

This year will mark the eighth sea-
son of this study primarily conducted 
on Jackson Mountain and Fawn Gulch. 
Find out at our meeting what we have 
learned and how you can join a team 
for this fun study with a time commit-
ment of only three morning hours once 
per week for six weeks. There is no bet-
ter way to start your day than listening 
to birdsong while you watch for birds.

Our second spring project asks 
volunteers to relax by a river and re-
cord nesting activities of the amazing 
American dipper. 

We have been observing nests on 
the San Juan River in town, the West 
Fork and East Fork stretches, the lower 
Blanco River and the Piedra River to 

document nesting success. 
This year we plan to add observa-

tions related to water quality and 
food availability to further the under-
standing of how these birds react to 
environmental stressors like last fall’s 
flooding. No special birding skills are 
required to participate in this study.

If gardening interests you, we can 
always use help in maintaining our 
native plant garden in Centennial 
Park. 

You can learn naturalist skills and 
join the enthusiastic guides of Pagosa 
Wetland Partners in conducting sum-
mer tours of the Riverwalk wetlands 
area. 

Come fall there are opportunities 
to volunteer in outdoor education for 
area youth. 

Email us at weminuche.audu-

bon@gmail.com for more informa-
tion on any of these opportunities. 

The public is invited to join us at 
the Community United Methodist 
Church on Lewis Street on Wednes-
day, April 15. We will meet at 6 p.m. to 
socialize with appetizers and snacks 
before the meeting starts at 6:30 p.m.. 

Please enter through the side door 
off the parking lot or let us know to 
open the main door for handicap 
entrance. 

In appreciation for our meeting 
space, we welcome donations of 
nonperishable food for the church 
food bank. 

For those unable to attend in per-
son, a link to join the meeting on Zoom 
will be posted on our website, www.
weminucheaudubon.org, prior to the 
meeting.
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Commissioners approve funding request 
for utility connections for housing project
By Clayton Chaney
Staff Writer

During its regular meeting held on 
Tuesday, April 7, the Archuleta Coun-
ty Board of County Commissioners 
(BoCC) unanimously approved a 
funding request in the amount of 
$40,000 for the Pagosa Springs Com-
munity Development Corporation 
(PSCDC) to be used for utility con-
nection costs for its workforce hous-
ing project.

Earlier that day, the BoCC heard 
from PSCDC Executive Director Em-
ily Lashbrooke, who explained that 
the organization is now in phase 2A 
of its workforce housing project, with 
five homes currently under construc-
tion in the Trails neighborhood.

Lashbrooke explained that “due to 
the delay” in the Pagosa Area Water 
and Sanitation District (PAWSD) util-
ity fee waiver request that started in 
September 2025 and the PSCDC only 
recently received an answer on, “we 
have not been able to draw down on 
our $675,000 grant due to the fact that 
we couldn’t guarantee that we would 
be able to build to the 100 percent 
[area median income] which that 
funding is required to do.”

Lashbrooke then mentioned that 
the Pagosa Springs Town Council will 
be considering a request for $50,000 
to go toward covering the utility con-
nection costs for the project at its 
regular meeting scheduled for today, 
April 9, at 5 p.m. at Town Hall.

Lashbrooke also indicated that the 
total cost owed to PAWSD for the 
project’s utility connection fees is 
$150,000.

She noted that the PSCDC has also 
applied for a grant through the Colo-

rado Housing and Finance Authority 
(CHFA) for $40,000 that could go to-
ward covering the utility connection 
fees.

Additionally, Lashbrooke noted 
that the PSCDC has budgeted $15,000 
for the project, as well.

Lashbrooke explained that the 
request to the county is for funds in its 
workforce housing fund that was es-
tablished by the BoCC in March 2021.

She also explained that, moving 
forward, the PSCDC has decided to 
switch its product from stick-built 
homes to modular homes.

“I want you to know that the 
[PSCDC] board will review a budget 
for our next five homes; we will move to 
a modular product,” Lashbrooke said.

She mentioned that by moving to 
modular home products, that will 
not provide a return on community 
investment “like we had planned to 
do,” with the modular home build-
ers being located outside the county.

“With the move to the modular 
build we can actually afford to pay 
those fees and still keep the houses 
affordable,” Lashbrooke said.

Lashbrooke also noted that this 
request to the BoCC would be a 
onetime ask.

Commissioner John Ranson of-
fered some comments on the matter, 
mentioning he has already expressed 
his displeasure with PAWSD, stating, 
“that they don’t participate” in com-
munity projects.

“I’m all for the county helping 
where we can,” Ranson said, adding 
that it’s too bad there is a group that 
“offsets all of this.”

Ranson also expressed gratitude 
to the town for considering a similar 
request.

Commissioner Veronica Medina 
expressed concerns about the 
PSCDC’s housing project as a whole, 
noting that it’s been difficult to find 
buyers for the first 10 homes built.

“I’m really concerned about the 
product overall,” she said, asking if 
the community is going to be in a 
similar situation in phase 2 of the 
project with facing difficulty getting 
the homes sold, “because of that 
price point.”

Medina also asked about the 
PSCDC homes being all-electric and 
if that has any influence on the cost 
of building the homes.

Lashbrooke explained that the 
decision to build the homes with all-
electric appliances was due to the fact 
that there is more grant money avail-
able if all-electric, high-efficiency 
appliances are used.

“We feel like we’re delivering a 
more sustainable product,” Lash-
brooke said, explaining that home-
owners could change out appliances 
to be able to use propane or natural 
gas if they so chose.

Medina then asked County Man-
ager Longinos Gonzalez about the 
amount of money in the county’s 
workforce housing fund, to which 
Gonzalez indicated that there was 
more than $40,000 in that fund.

Commissioner Warren Brown 
commented that it is “incredibly 
generous” of the town and CHFA to 
offer up funds in order to help cover 
the cost of the project, noting that 
the $40,000 request to the county is 
less than what he anticipated it might 
have been.

Brown also noted that the county’s 
workforce housing fund had about 
$56,000 in it.

He then spoke about the limita-
tions put in place under Proposition 
123 about who could qualify for a 
home.

“Unfortunately, the challenge of 
selling the houses comes with Propo-
sition 123 legislation that was put out 
that did not have any flexibility what-
soever,” he said, noting that some ap-
plicants were denied due to making 
$200 too much annually.

Brown also noted that he is all in 
support of providing the funds to 
the PSCDC because it is a “have-to 
moment.”

During the regular meeting, Ran-
son commented that the request to 
the county, the town and the CHFA 
grant from the PSCDC “is because 
PAWSD isn’t willing to do their fees.” 

Ranson then motioned to approve 
the funding request, which was sec-
onded by Medina and unanimously 
approved.

clayton@pagosasun.com

Commissioners approve contract with 0Wire to 
provide services at fairgrounds, Extension office
By Clayton Chaney
Staff Writer

On Tuesday, April 7, the Archuleta 
County Board of County Commission-
ers (BoCC) unanimously approved a 
contract with 0Wire Communications 
“for the installation and operation of 
free Wi-Fi service for the county and 
associated entities at the CSU exten-
sion office and county fairgrounds, as 
well as free public Wi-Fi access at those 
locations,” the meeting agenda states.

The item was approved as part of the 
meeting’s consent agenda. 

During a work session held earlier 
that day, Information Technology 
Coordinator Gabe Cersonsky and Fair 
Coordinator Tonya Steadmon briefed 
the BoCC on the contract.

Cersonsky explained that 0Wire “is 
a company from New York that wants 
to come here and put in some hard-
ware and infrastructure on the county 
property.”

According to the land use manage-
ment agreement included with the 
meeting’s agenda, 0Wire will not pay 
the county any monthly rental fee for 
using its space.

The agreement also explains that 
advertising revenue generated from 
digital displays and related advertising 
assets installed by 0Wire at the county’s 

properties will be split, with 70 percent 
going to 0Wire and 30 percent going to 
the county.

“Any money they take in for adver-
tisement, they take 70 percent and we 
take 30 percent. So, it will actually bring 
in income,” Cersonsky said.

He explained that it will allow the 
county to put out free advertising at the 
county fairgrounds for its own events.

Cersonsky also explained that sec-
ondary public Wi-Fi will be available at 
the fairgrounds, along with improved 
security lighting being installed.

Steadmon then mentioned 0Wire’s 
infrastructure will benefit the area as a 
whole going east on U.S. 160 and south 
down U.S. 84, “which will solve a lot of 
the issues that we have on the grounds 
when we have events.”

Commissioner John Ranson asked 
if the infrastructure will improve cell-
phone coverage in the area, to which 
Steadmon indicated that it will.

In response to a question from 
Commissioner Warren Brown, Cer-
sonsky explained that this is not an 
exclusive contract and that if another 
provider approaches the county want-
ing to install its own equipment, they 
would be able to do so.

Cersonsky explained that 0Wire 
only has full rights to access their own 
hardware, adding, “Otherwise, we have 

full control.”
Also included with the meeting’s 

agenda is a master services agreement, 
equipment access agreement, a smart 
cities addendum and a location map.

According to the smart city adden-
dum, 0Wire “shall provide certain 
Smart City services,” which may in-
clude: security cameras for public 
safety, cameras for traffic control and 
other forms of advanced monitoring, 
intelligent parking meters, environ-
mental sensors for applications, digital 
signage and public Wi-Fi services.

According to the equipment access 
agreement, 0Wire will provide the 
following services to the county at no 
cost: free public Wi-Fi to the county 
fairgrounds, security camera services 
for the fairgrounds and Colorado State 
University (or CSU) Extension office, 
lighting services for the fairgrounds, 
and advertising services permitting 
the county and the Western Heritage 
Event Center to advertise their own 
events at no cost.

According to the master services 
agreement, the initial term for ser-
vices will be for a period of 12 months, 
followed by an automatic 12-month 
renewal unless either party notifies the 
other 30 days prior to the expiration of 
the current agreement term.

clayton@pagosasun.com

Pitcher also noted that the ski area 
saw more international visitors from 
Mexico than ever before.

“It was a good year,” she said.
She highlighted the fact the ski area 

was open for 135 days this season, 
compared to some seasons when it is 
able to operate more than 160 days.

“We had some lucky snowfalls,” 
she added, specifically noting the 
59-inch storm that occurred the week 
after Presidents Day.

“That was really great,” she said, 
noting that the storm brought skiers 
and boarders down from the Front 
Range, “‘cause no one saw that kind 
of snow in Colorado this winter.”

The ski area was also able to end 
the season on a positive note with 
the last storm that “kind of saved our 
bacon,” Pitcher said.

The ski area was able to reopen 100 
percent of its terrain following that 
storm, with heavy, wet snow filling 
in terrain, followed by cooler tem-
peratures.

According to Pitcher, the ski area 
was able to open 100 percent of its 
terrain for 108 days this season, from 
Dec. 6, 2025, to March 20, and then 
again from April 2-5.

As the ski area gears up for a busy 
summer of logging operations and 
regular maintenance, a new 100,000 
gallon water tank is planned to be in-
stalled to help increase snow-making 
operations throughout the mountain, 
Pitcher explained.

She also noted that logging opera-
tions in the Waterfall and Alberta 
Peak areas of the mountain will take 
place to hopefully allow skiers and 
boarders to still “make something out 
of it” even on low-snow years.

Plans to add a new groomed run 
off of the Alberta chairlift are in the 
works, as Pitcher explained the ski 
area is considering turning the Ab-
racadabra trail into a groomed run.

Pitcher also mentioned Wolf 
Creek Ski Area and other ski areas 
across the state had some hard times 
this season, “but I think we fared 
really well” with being able to open 
lodges and terrain throughout the 
whole season.

Forecast
Although Wolf Creek Ski Area has 

closed for the season, chances of 
snow for the area are expected this 
weekend and into early next week, 
according to the National Weather 
Service (NWS).

The high for today, April 8, is fore-
cast at 48 degrees with a slight chance 
of showers between 2 and 5 p.m. The 
low is forecast to be 33 degrees with 
partly cloudy skies at night.

There is a 40 percent chance of 
snow showers after noon on Friday, 
April 9, with a high forecast of 45 
degrees. Snow showers mixed with 
rain are expected Friday night with 
a low near 34 degrees and new snow 
accumulation of 1 inch possible.

For Saturday, April 11, the high is 

forecast to be 37 degrees with a 90 
percent chance of snow showers. The 
chance for snow showers will decrease 
to 60 percent in the evening with a low 
forecast of 27 degrees, along with wind 
gusts as high as 30 mph.

The chance of snow showers and 
breezy weather will continue on Sun-
day, April 12, with a high forecast of 
35 degrees and wind gusts as high as 
40 mph. There is a 40 percent chance 
of snowshowers. The low is forecast to 
be 25 degrees.

Slightly warmer temperatures and 
rain showers are expected in the 
Pagosa Springs area over the week-
end, with a high of 70 degrees and 
sunny skies forecast for today, April 9. 
The low is forecast at 33 degrees with 
partly cloudy skies in the evening. 

For Friday, April 10, there is a 20 
percent chance of rain showers af-
ter noon with a high of 70 degrees 
forecast, increasing to a 50 percent 
chance of rain in the evening and a 
low of 36 degrees.

Rain showers are most likely to oc-
cur on Saturday, April 11, with a high 
of 61 degrees and a 90 percent chance 
of rain showers forecast. The low is 
forecast at 29 degrees with a slight 
chance of showers in the evening.

For Sunday, April 12, the high is 
forecast to be 59 degrees with a 
chance of showers and possible 
thunderstorms after noon. The low 
is forecast at 28 degrees with a slight 
chance of rain showers at night.

clayton@pagosasun.com
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“We noticed a similar pattern with 
montane foxes up high. And that 
may be more of a food competition 
thing because we get lots of photos, 
a surprising number of photos, of red 
foxes running by the camera with a 
snowshoe hare in their mouth. For 
us to get several photos like that every 
winter indicates to me that they’re 
taking a fair number of hares. And 
maybe that’s the mechanism there for 
why lynx occupancy tends to decline 
when that species tends to increase 
its use.”

Ivan explained there have also 
been a few positive associations for 
lynx with other species. One includes 
coyotes.

“That could be because coyotes 
are suppressing these other species,” 
he said. “You have more coyotes, you 
have less foxes.” 

A deeper dive into the co-occur-
rence of these species with lynx, 
based on the camera data collected 
over the 10-years of monitoring, is 
currently underway with a Ph.D. 
student at CSU.

A new way
The last decade has revealed much 

to wildlife researchers, but CPW con-
tinues to adapt when new techniques 
are presented.

During the 2025-2026 winter, a 
new camera-trapping method was 
deployed. Ivan has followed the work 
of Dr. Daniel Thornton, a profes-
sor at Washington State University 
Pullman, and his graduate students, 
who have independently monitored 
lynx in Washington and northern 
Montana. 

Thornton has had success captur-
ing more lynx photos using “passive” 
sets that do not rely on visual and 
scent lures. Instead, the protocol 
calls for doubling the number of 
cameras deployed in each unit, but 
focus is given to common paths 
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back. Instead, the response was a 
resounding commitment to push 
beyond the original 10-year study 
commitment.

“The physical effort required is 
daunting, but it’s always reward-
ing,” said District Wildlife Manager 
(DWM) Nate Martinez of Pagosa 
Springs. “In nearly every trip to the 
high country in the spring when 
retrieving these cameras, I find that 
I’m certainly the first human to ac-
cess any of the trails that year. Long, 
steep hiking trips — one of mine is 
an 18-mile up-and-back hike — send 
your demeanor on a rollercoaster 
ride; moments of appreciation for the 
awe-inspiring beauty and solitude, 
moments of vulnerability realizing if 
you get into a bind that there’s no one 
else around, moments of exhaustion 
and frustration. I often find myself 
struggling to motivate myself for the 
longest trips, but once they’re done, 
I feel so accomplished and empow-
ered.”

Each year, CPW combs through as 
many as 500,000 images from trail 
cameras placed across 35 survey 
units across southwest Colorado, 
primarily in the southern San Juan 
Mountains. The goal is to monitor 
the proportion of habitat in the San 
Juans that is being used or “occupied” 
by lynx each year and to track that 
metric over time.

Images are paired with data gath-
ered from track surveys and eDNA 
collection, DNA extracted from skin 
cells left by footprints in the snow. 
All together, the information has il-
luminated the lives of a species that 
spends its existence in the shadows.

“It’s so hard to count these things 
and actually estimate abundance,” 
Ivan said. “But tracking this year over 
year, we can estimate occupancy 
relatively easily, and we assume that 
occupancy is an adequate surrogate 
for abundance at some level.” 

Ivan started with CPW in 2010, 
and his first project was to develop a 
lynx monitoring program. By 2014, it 
was fully implemented.

The results have guided the state 
wildlife agency in its management 
of the federally threatened species. 
It has also set an example for how 
species such as Canada lynx are 
monitored by the forest carnivore 
subcommittee within the Western 
Association of Fish and Wildlife 
Agencies. That group monitors not 
only lynx, but also fishers, martens, 
montane foxes and wolverines across 
the western U.S.

“I don’t want to say it’s perfect, but 
we’ve gotten decent at this and made 
something that works,” he said. 
“Colorado was sort of the first state 
to have a large-scale, camera-based 
occupancy monitoring program for 
any of those species. That idea has 
become the standard approach for 
most of those other species. It’s pretty 
cool to see something you developed 
get picked up by others and to see it 
be useful in other places.”

The data collected has led to the 
publication of research papers docu-
menting breakthroughs in our un-
derstanding of the lynx population. 
Each DWM involved in the project 
has come away with valuable lessons 
of their own, whether it’s about lynx, 
any of the other 960 wildlife species 
managed by CPW or even about 
themselves.

For Lake City’s Lucas Martin, the 
project gets to the core of what being 
a wildlife manager is all about.

“I feel really fortunate to have 
started my career working a lot with 
the lynx reintroduction,” he said. 
“They are one of the most unique 
animals, and it’s a lot of fun to learn 
about them, to see them up close and 
track them. They epitomize our vision 
of wild and reclusive wilderness.”

‘Pie-in-the-sky’ idea
Lynx are native to Colorado and 

could be found until the 1900s. Most 
high-elevation forested areas still 
had lynx populations in the 1800s. 
But, by 1930, the species had become 
rare. By 1970, the population had 
been extirpated as the lasting effects 
of unregulated trapping, poisoning 
and local habitat loss contributed 
to the species’ decline and eventual 
disappearance.

It didn’t take long for leaders at 
Colorado Division of Wildlife (now 
CPW) to devise a plan to bring the 
species back.

“There are lots of great stories on 
the whole origin, but as the story 
goes, there is a famous rafting trip 
that happened down some unnamed 
river in Colorado between a bunch of 
biologists and folks higher up in the 
agency,” Ivan said. “And as the days 
went on and they spent nights around 
the campfire trading stories and talk-
ing about life, they decided, man, 
wouldn’t it be great to do something 
big and bold and consequential, not 
only for wildlife conservation in the 
state but for this forest carnivore spe-
cies that is iconic, that was native to 

the state, that always used to be here 
but was extirpated because of, as 
far as we could tell, human-related 
activities.

“It went from a pie-in-the-sky idea 
to something that’s like, ‘Hey, we 
can do this. Or, we can at least try to 
do this.’”

By the 1990s, CPW was ready to 
embark on an effort to contract trap-
pers in Alaska and Canada to bring 
lynx back to Colorado.

The first 96 were reintroduced 
between 1999 and 2000. These initial 
translocations were “hard” releases 
and weren’t as successful as CPW 
would have liked. Beginning in 2003, 
CPW switched to a soft release strat-
egy, where translocated individuals 
were first held for monitoring at 
CPW’s Frisco Creek Wildlife Rehabili-
tation Center outside Del Norte be-
fore they were released near Creede 
in the southern San Juans.

In total, CPW released more than 
200 lynx in the San Juans during the 
seven-year reintroduction phase.

‘Scaled-up house cat’
With the newly reintroduced lynx 

fitted with radio collars, CPW staff 
conducted initial monitoring efforts 
from airplanes and on foot. Biologists 
and wildlife managers searched the 
snow for tracks and scat, and tra-
plines were set to capture animals 
with aging or malfunctioning collars.

“Those first few years when they 
had us collecting scat, those lynx 
would take us into the gnarliest, most 
horrible places in the dark timber,” 
Martin said. “It was so arduous, 
and a lot of times they’d take ya into 
super-dangerous avalanche country. 
Places you just couldn’t go or get into 
because of snow conditions, but they 
are custom built for deep snow with 
their giant feet. That deep snow is a 
sanctuary exclusive for the lynx to 
hunt.”

As kittens were born and fewer 
lynx could be tracked through collar 
data, a new method was needed to 
keep tabs on the small population.

“We knew most of the lynx still 
lived in the southern San Juans, and 
that was the logical subpopulation to 
monitor,” Ivan said. “We decided to 
divide that world up into survey cells 
the size of a lynx’s home range and do 
it every year for 10 years.”

Each of the survey cells are 75 
square kilometers (46 miles). DWMs, 
biologists and U.S. Forest Service 
partners survey a sample of 50 of 
these cells each winter, either via 
snow tracking or setting multiple 
cameras in each, while also setting 
visual lures that would draw a lynx 
within sight of the cameras.

Visual lures included items that 
would typically attract even a house 
cat. Visual lures draw in a lynx closer 
to a tree where a scent lure was 
placed. Scent lures consisted of bea-
ver castor and, of course, catnip oil.

“It’s just a house cat scaled up a 
few hundred times. That’s all it is,” 
joked Ivan. “You place a scent lure 
in a tree, and you have a camera on 
another tree focused right at that. Just 
out of sight of the camera on the other 
side, you have feathers hanging on 
fishing swivels so they spin real nice 
and easily in the wind. Farther be-
yond that, you’ve got CDs on swivels. 
When the CD spins out in the open 
and flashes, you can draw cats in from 
a distance across the valley.”

To set lures and cameras, CPW 
staff trek into areas far off the beaten 
path where there is seldom human 
presence. The terrain can be grueling 
for even the most fit.

Recently retired Assistant Area 
Wildlife Manager Steve McClung of 
Durango never shied away from some 
of the tougher camera sets. Not only 
did it teach him about the land in his 
district, it kept him fit for running 
ultramarathons in the mountains.

“This project puts your boots on 
the ground in places you would nor-
mally never go,” he said. “You’re out 
exploring and finding wallows and 
benches and areas where these ani-
mals are going to be. You never knew 
what you were going to see out there.

“Sometimes when you’re forced 
to get out and get on foot for the 
job, it opens your eyes a bit. That’s 
what I love about it. It’s fun to look 

at those empty spaces on the map 
and know that lynx are living there 
unencumbered by roads or trails. 
These are places where wildlife have 
the opportunity to just be wildlife and 
not constantly have to worry about 
people bumping them, interrupting 
and disturbing them and diminish-
ing the effectiveness of their habitat.”

Some wildlife managers have set 
cameras all 10 years of the project but 
never had a lynx appear on camera. 
One of those is Martinez, who logs 
roughly 80 miles a year hiking for 
the project. 

He said he has lost 40 pounds 
since moving to his Pagosa Springs 
district hiking in the San Juans.

Still, Martinez has found value in 
every outing.

“Those earliest and latest trips, 
linked with reviewing the camera 
photos annually, are helpful in gaug-
ing annual migration times, mating 
seasons and birthing seasons,” he 
said. “I’ve certainly noted an exciting 
increase in moose numbers over the 
course of the project. Unfortunately, 
maybe I’ve captured every other 
critter you could think of, but never 
a lynx. But I’ve had unbelievable 
wildlife encounters and have built 
character all along the way.”

The lessons learned
Aside from combing through a 

half million photos a year and snow-
mobiling nearly 500 miles each win-
ter looking for tracks and scat, Ivan 
recently paired with the U.S. Forest 
Service and University of Wyoming to 
publish new research findings.

Highlighted was a refined under-
standing of how much good lynx 
habitat exists in the state, which is 
substantially less than had been 
mapped in previous efforts. Also, 
protected lands are important, as 62 
percent of likely lynx habitat overlaps 
with areas such as wilderness zones 
and national parks. It also identified 
wildfire as the greatest threat to lynx 
habitat, as fire would destroy the 
forest understory that lynx rely on 
for shelter and hunting snowshoe 
hares, which make up 70 percent of 
their diet (with another 28 percent 
consisting of red squirrels).

Conversely, research showed that 
beetle kill’s impact on forest health 
has not had a negative impact on 
lynx. That revelation was not a sur-
prise to many of the wildlife man-
agers who have been involved in 
monitoring lynx while simultane-
ously watching beetle kill spread in 
southwest Colorado.

“When the beetle kill occurred 
here, the hare populations went 
through the roof,” Martin said of Lake 
City. “It got difficult to trap lynx when 
we needed to because there was so 
much food out there the trap was no 
longer attractive. When we’d have 
beaver or deer in a live trap, for years 
the lynx would hit it within a day or 
two. After the beetle kill, there was 
such a plethora of food out there, lynx 
had lost the attractant to bait. Lynx 
are just so impressive out there where 
you never see them, living in this 
beetle kill eating hares and squirrels.”

‘Interference  
competition?’

While the camera sets are in-
tended to detect the presence of lynx, 
they have also revealed how their 
population correlates with the pres-
ence of other species. 

For example, when an abundance 
of bobcats appear on a camera, that 
generally correlates with fewer pho-
tos of lynx, Ivan explained. The same 
relationship has been true with foxes.

“Bobcats and lynx, they’re very 
similar species,” Ivan said. “They’re in 
the same genus, they’re very similar 
in size, they eat kind of broadly simi-
lar things — although bobcats have a 
much broader diet — but I think the 
concern there is what we term ‘inter-
ference competition.’ The personality 
of a bobcat is just totally different 
from a lynx. They’re much more ag-
gressive. And so what we tend to see 
is when bobcats move up into an area 
and establish a territory, it isn’t very 
long before whatever lynx were there 
just sort of move off, then disappear. 
It’s sort of a direct-displacement thing 
with bobcats.
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such as old trails and logging roads. 
While there are more cameras to 
set, it’s fewer back-breaking days 
for field staff.

“We always want to improve and 
make sure we continue to collect 
the best data that we can,” Ivan said. 
“Cats are finicky and are particular 
about certain things. Eventually, their 
curiosity wears off and they know 
that tree in that part of their home 
range, ‘Yes, it smells like catnip, but 
there’s nothing for me there. I have 
better things in life to do than check 
out that tree.’ You got to stay ahead of 
them and do novel things, and we’re 
excited about this new protocol.

“Lynx, like us, will take the path of 
least resistance and often walk those 
roads. Getting away from baits and 
lures, you can actually get lots of pho-
tos of lynx, and detection probability 
might even be better. We’re hopeful 
that works out.”

The same survey units that were 
surveyed with the “lured” sets will 
continue to be surveyed with the 
“passive” sets, to maintain continuity 
of the data stream and because the 
majority of lynx in the state remain 
in southwest Colorado.

Colorado’s population of lynx 
remains at an estimated 75-100 
adults. 

Ivan said the population has re-
mained stable to the best of CPW’s 
ability to know and understand. Their 
population doesn’t grow as quickly as 
other cat species such as bobcats and 
mountain lions, which are generalists 
in terms of habitat preferences and 
diet. The lynx remains a specialist 
in its habitat and narrow focus on 
snowshoe hares and squirrels.

“They really need everything lined 
up to make a go of it,” Ivan said. “By 
our standards, we do have fairly high 
densities of hares in places around 
the state, but it pales in comparison to 
the magnitude in Canada and Alaska, 
the honey hole of lynx range in North 

America. Those factors prevent the 
lynx population from exploding and 
us being able to have hundreds of 
lynx everywhere in the state. They are 
where they are.”

For a DWM such as Martin, that 
just happens to be in his Lake City 
district, not far from where the first 
lynx were released and the first kit-

tens were born from the reintroduced 
population. And he’s not surprised 
they haven’t moved out to establish 
more areas of the state.

“Our lynx continue to have good 
success finding food,” Martin said. 
“When they have a real abundance 
of food, there’s no reason to go real 
far. They’ve got their piece of the for-

est, and as long as people leave them 
alone, they’re good to go.

“Powderhorn, Uncompahgre, the 
Weminuche, the La Garitas, it’s kind 
of like the last best chunk of Colo-
rado.”

John Livingston is a Public Infor-
mation Officer for CPW’s southwest 
region and is based in Durango.

Lynx
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dresses listed as X Hot Springs Blvd. 
and X County Road 119.

At a previous meeting, Recreation 
Supervisor Amanda Gadomski pitched 
the idea of the park’s expansion as an 
“opportunity to conserve Reservoir 
Hill” and to protect “a community 
treasure for future generations.”

Council member Brooks Lindner, 
who serves on a committee with Ga-
domski to find a way to acquire the 
land, described the chance as “a once 
in a lifetime opportunity … that will 
benefit generations to come.” 

At a previous meeting, Lindner 
updated the council that the town ap-
plied for the Forest Legacy Program, a 
conservation program administered by 
the U.S Forest Service in partnership 
with state agencies to encourage the 
protection of privately owned forest 
lands through conservation easements 
or land purchases. 

He said that the town should know 
its status within the program by May, 
and that only the 300 forested acres at 
the top of the hill would be pursued 
through the Forest Legacy Program. 

Another funding opportunity 
identified by the committee is a Great 
Outdoors Colorado (GOCO) grant, 
Lindner added. 

At the work session, council mem-
ber Leonard Martinez stressed that 
it would be important for the town 
to complete its parks master plan 
before trying to acquire the Reservoir 

Hill property. 
But Lewis replied that the expan-

sion opportunity is “a no-brainer,” 
even without an updated master plan 
in place. 

Gadomski added that the 2016 
master plan already has provisions 
about land acquisition and that the 
way the town is going about pursuing 
this land acquisition opportunity fol-
lows that 2016 plan.

Lewis added that the initial 300 
acres would only be for forest con-
servation, with limited infrastructure 
geared toward hiking and biking 
trails, putting it in line with the 2016 
plan. 

However, should the town seek to 
acquire the remaining 191 acres, that 
would be where potential infrastruc-
ture could be built, such as a rec-
reation center, sports fields or even 
workforce housing, which would 
necessitate an update to the master 
plan, he explained. 

Martinez noted that “there is a flat 
area up there,” and that he had talked 
to folks at the school district “about the 
benefit of that area as a place to put 
more [sports] fields.” 

Lewis clarified that the area Marti-
nez was talking about is not part of 
the 300 acres for conservation that the 
town is currently pursuing, but part 
of the remaining 191 acres the town 
could pursue later, potentially through 
a GOCO grant or other means. 

Martinez noted that “elements” for 

a vision for the future of parks expan-
sion and land acquisition was present, 
but that he would still like to see “a 
master plan laid out” that articulates 
the town’s vision. 

Lindner added that the town may 
want to complete this master plan 
before applying for the GOCO grant 
so it articulates a cohesive community 
vision.

It was discussed at a previous meet-
ing that the Friends of Pagosa Multi-
Purpose Pavilion might be looking 
at applying for the GOCO grant to 
complete the multiuse pavilion, and 
that the town should not compete with 
those efforts, necessitating one clear 
community vision. 

Lewis added that getting the Forest 
Legacy grant “could sling shot us into” 
being better positioned to get other 
funding opportunities, such as the 
GOCO grant. 

Lindner said that he “would love to 
go for the whole thing, but it would 
likely take the GOCO grant plus private 
donations to acquire all of the available 
property up there. 

Mayor Shari Pierce suggested she 
wanted the council to give town staff 
some direction on updating the parks 
master plan. 

The council agreed that it would 
like staff to look into possibly mon-
etizing existing town-owned prop-
erties through either building work-
force housing, building an RV park, 
a shooting range or through other 

means. 
It also agreed that staff should 

explore potentially raising the lodg-
ers’ tax rate to help pay for parks and 
land acquisitions. 

Lindner noted that he thinks the 
town has an opportunity with Res-
ervoir Hill and other town-owned 
land to “develop a unique, invaluable 
parks and open space system that 
increases the quality of life for our 
residents and visitors.” 

He added, “My high-level vision is 
to combine our existing parks and 
trails and river access with these future 
acquisitions — mainly, right now, Res-
ervoir Hill — to create an exceptional 
system that connects users to a variety 
of experiences, including recreation, 
relaxation, events, dining, and retail, 
all in a pedestrian friendly and beauti-
ful Colorado mountain environment.” 

He added that he sees the recently 
acquired Goodman property near 
Tractor Supply as a sort of “base-
camp area, which connects, via 
pedestrian trails, to the Riverwalk, to 
Rez Hill, to East End, to Cotton Hole, 
Town Park, Yamaguchi and, ulti-
mately, to the town-to-uptown trails.”

He said that “essentially, Rez Hill 
becomes a flagship area of conserva-
tion and recreation, including hike 
and bike trails, open space, ADA 
access, there could be sunset viewing 
areas” and other “educational oppor-
tunities based on forest conservation.” 

derek@pagosasun.com

Parks
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points for the voluntary stage are:
• A curtailment order on Four Mile 

Creek prior to May 1.
• A maximum snow water equiva-

lency (SWE) less than 75 percent of 
median.

• Reservoir levels with the addition 
of diversion flow less than 90 percent.

The statement notes, “With a maxi-
mum Snow Water Equivalency (SWE) 
of less than 75% of Median as of April 
6, 2026, the District is implementing 
Voluntary Drought Restrictions as of 
April 7, 2026. PAWSD will implement 
the next level of mandatory drought 
restriction stages as dry conditions 
continue, and these do trigger drought 
surcharges and/or tier rate multipli-
ers.”

An email to The SUN from District 
Engineer Justin Ramsey also notes the 
move is due to the National Integrated 
Drought Information Center upgrading 
the drought state in Archuleta County 
from severe to extreme.

According to the U.S. Drought 
Monitor’s most recent map released on 
April 2, 97 percent of Archuleta County 
is in an extreme drought stage, with a 
sliver of the most southeastern portion 
of the county in a severe drought stage.

Currently, 21.59 percent of the state 
as a whole is in an exceptional drought 

stage, primarily in the northwestern 
portion of the state.

“Drought conditions are such that 
PAWSD is encouraging customers to 
voluntarily reduce the amount of water 
they use. There are no mandatory water 
use restrictions in place,” a memoran-
dum from PAWSD states.

The memorandum also points to 
the low SWE, stating, “The current 
Snow Water Equivalency (SWE) is 3.8”, 
the median SWE on this day is 32.2”. The 
recent snow in the upper watershed 
delayed the SWE from dropping to 
zero, however it is still likely the SWE 
will drop to zero and the District will 
go into a higher level drought stage 
within the next two weeks. This is due 
to a very light snowpack this season 
and warmer than normal late winter 
and spring temperatures.”

According to data from the Natural 
Resource Conservation Services 
(NRCS), as of 2 p.m. on Wednesday, 
April 8, Wolf Creek Pass, at 10,930 feet, 
had an SWE of 11.1 inches, compared 
to that date’s median of 30.2 inches. The 
current amount is 37 percent of that 
date’s median snow water equivalent.

On April 2, Wolf Creek Pass had a 
snow water equivalent of 8.2 inches.

Snowpack levels are monitored by 
measuring snow water equivalents that 
gauge how much water is held within 

a snowfield, and are significant predic-
tors of springtime runoff.

The San Miguel, Dolores, Animas 
and San Juan River basins as a whole 
are listed at 14 percent of the 30-year 
median snowpack. That reading is up 
from the April 2 report of 9 percent.

The Wolf Creek summit had the 
second highest current snow water 
equivalent in the San Miguel, Dolores, 
Animas and San Juan River basins, and 
the Upper Rio Grande basin, behind 
the Black Mesa site with 13.4 inches of 
SWE as of press time Wednesday.

Students from Pagosa Springs High 
School recently organized and com-
pared current SWE data with historical 
records in their global science class.

According to information shared by 
science teacher Josh Kurz, the 2026 
water year recorded the lowest SWE 
reading on record, dating back to 1979, 
at just 1.7 inches on April 1.

The second-lowest SWE reading for 
that date was in 2002 at 10 inches, and 
the third lowest recording was in 2025 
at 10.9 inches.

According to a summary written by 
student Taylor Wells, the April 1 snow 
water equivalent was the worst on 
record since 1979, “shockingly about 6 
times that of 2002.”

“While the current streamflow is 
above average right now, that is only 

because of record-setting tempera-
tures in late March, which caused our 
meager snowpack to melt nearly two 
months earlier than average,” Wells 
wrote. “Unfortunately, flows will likely 
drop to 2002 levels unless we have a wet 
spring. Therefore, we should prepare 
for water shortages and wildfires that 
are likely this summer. And those who 
enjoy river sports, take advantage of the 
high flows while you can.”

River flows 
According to the U.S. Geological 

Survey (USGS), as of 2 p.m. on Wednes-
day, April 8, the San Juan River in 
downtown Pagosa Springs had a flow 
rate of 451 cubic feet per second (cfs). 

Based on 90 years of water records, 
the record high flow for that date was 
recorded in 1960 at 1,380 cfs, while the 
record low was recorded in 1964 at 65 
cfs. The median flow for that date is 351 
cfs and the mean flow is 418 cfs.

The Piedra River near Arboles was 
flowing at a rate of 365 cfs, as of 2 p.m 
Wednesday, April 8, according to the 
USGS. 

Based on 63 years of water records, 
the median flow for April 8 is 567 cfs 
and the mean flow is 690 cfs. The record 
high flow for April 8 was recorded in 
1985 at 2,370 cfs, while the record low 
was recorded in 1977 at 100 cfs.

Drought
n Continued from front
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Baseball

SUN photo/Randi Pierce
Pirate Sebastian Gonzalez swings on an RBI double during the second inning of the team’s 18-3 win over the Sanford Indians on Tuesday. The 
Pirates won the first game of the doubleheader 18-3 and the second 14-0.

Pirates outscore Indians 32-3 in doubleheader
By Jack Sellner
Staff Writer

After almost three weeks in be-
tween games, the Pagosa Springs 
High School Pirates baseball team 
picked up where it left off, winning 
both games of their doubleheader 
against Sanford.

The Pirates outscored their visitors 
32-3 over the course of the two games.

The Pirates hosted Sanford on 
Tuesday, April 7, and moved to 8-3 
after winning the first game 18-3 and 
the second game 14-0. 

The two games were their first 
games since March 19. 

“I told them that Sanford’s a team 
that we should beat,” said coach Jon 
Wells. “I was really proud of them 
for going out and doing their job. It’s 
not always easy to win when you’re 
expected to win, but they did so and 
they did so really well.”

The Pirates beat the Indians 18-3 
in the first game in just four innings, 
finishing with 13 hits and zero errors.

After one inning the Pirates were 
up 1-0, but a nine-spot in the second 
extended the lead to 10 runs. 

The Indians scored three runs in 
the third, but the Pirates added four 
in the third and the fourth innings to 
win the game 18-3.

Five Pirates recorded multihit 
games. 

Taylor Wells led the way, going 
3-for-4 with a run and three RBIs. 
Noah Bellina went 2-for-3 with a 
two runs and two RBIs, Sebastian 
Gonzalez went 2-for-4 with two runs 
and four RBIs, Zach Pouyer went 
2-for-2 with three runs and two RBIs, 
and Aaron Sowle went 2-for-2 with 
an RBI.

Taylor Wells also toed the rubber 
for the Pirates in the game. In four 
innings he gave up three runs (zero 
earned) on three hits while striking 
out six. 

“We put the ball in play and good 
things happen, and I was proud of 
them for really not missing a beat 
and coming out after three weeks off 
and hitting the ball like that. It was 
fantastic,” said Jon Wells.

The Pirates shut out the Indians 
14-0 in the second game of the dou-
bleheader. The team finished with 
seven hits and committed two errors.

The Pirates quickly opened up a 
7-0 lead after the first inning. They 
added two more in the third and five 
more in the fourth to extend their lead 
to 14 runs. The game ended due to 
the run rule after the Indians posted 
another zero in the fifth.

Braylon Landry got the win on the 
mound after giving up just one hit in 
four innings of work while walking 
four and striking out two. Kaeden 
Iguchi threw the top of the fifth, giving 
up a hit, a walk and striking out two. 

Landry’s four innings of shutout 
baseball didn’t come without a fight, 
noted Jon Wells. He put baserunners 
on in the first, the second and the 
third, but remained calm and didn’t 
allow any Indians to come around 
to score.

“He doesn’t get rattled,” the coach 
said. “You know, if he walks a couple 
guys, the demeanor on the mound 
doesn’t change. He doesn’t get frus-
trated with himself, and that’s impor-
tant from a pitching perspective, is to 
kind of keep that level head and make 
sure that you continue to do your job 
even when faced with base runners 
and adversity.”

Pouyer went 3-for-3 at the plate 
with two runs and four RBIs, Kasen 
Limebrook 2-for-2 with three runs 
and two RBIs, Iguchi went 1-for-1 
with two runs and two RBIs, Bellina 
went 1-for-3 with one run and two 
RBIs, and Gonzalez went 1-for-3 with 
a run and a RBI.

This weekend the No. 20 Pirates 
will host the No.16 Alamosa (7-6) 
on Saturday, April 11, for another 
doubleheader, with action set to be-
gin at 11 a.m. 

The Mean Moose didn’t graduate 
many players last year and have a 
good team this year, noted Jon Wells.

“I think it’ll be two tough games,” 
he said. “I think we’ve got a good 
chance of being competitive and 
giving them a run. But, the boys are 
going to have to come out and play 
solid defense and pitch strikes and 
continue what they’re hitting.”

Then, on Tuesday, April 14, the 
Pirates will head to Durango to take 
on the Demons (8-4), who sit as the 
No. 7 team in 4A baseball.

The doubleheader will begin at 3 
p.m.

jsellner@orourkemediagroup.com

Pirates rack up personal records at Ignacio meet
By Jack Sellner
Staff Writer

The Pagosa Springs High School 
Pirate track and field team competed 
in the Abel Velasquez Invitational last 
weekend.

“Our athletes are competing very 
well which means that our train-
ing programs for all of our different 
events are effective,” wrote coach 
Connie O’Donnell in an email to 
the SUN. “It means that our athletes 
have bought into our program and 
are working hard to represent Pagosa 
Springs well.”

The Pirates headed to Ignacio for 
their fourth meet of the season on 
Saturday, April 4.

O’Donnell emphasizes that the 
weather on Saturday was very ideal 
for a track meet. The temperature was 
hovering right around 60 degrees and 
there was very little wind at the time 
of the meet.

There were a number of personal 
records (PRs) at the meet and a ma-
jority of the team was able to compete 
in Ignacio. 

O’Donnell notes that there are 
some athletes dealing with some in-
juries who were not able to compete 
in Ignacio.

On the girls’ side, Abigail Foss took 
third in the girls’ 100-meter dash with 
a personal best time of 13.73 seconds. 
Amber Snarr placed fifth with a time 
of 14.44 seconds. Bentley Briscoe 
placed ninth with a time of 14.78 

seconds. Nevaeh Evans placed 15th 
with a time of 15.39 seconds. Quinn 
Howard placed 20th with a time of 
16.04 seconds.

Nina Wood placed second in the 
girls’ 200-meter dash with a personal 
best time of 28.06 seconds — the 
fastest time on the team so far this 
year. Foss placed fourth with another 
personal best time of 29.06 seconds, 
Snarr placed eighth with a time of 
30.77 seconds, and Clara Kurz placed 
12th with a time of 33.02 seconds. 

Corinna Galabota placed fourth in 
the girls’ 400-meter dash with a per-
sonal best time of 1:07.26, Avery Book 
placed fifth with a personal best time 
of 1:08.44, and Kurz placed seventh 
with a time of 1:11.41.

“Corinna Galabota and Avery 
Book ran PRs in the 400 by taking 
off a couple of seconds each,” wrote 
O’Donnell. “The 400 is possibly the 
hardest race in track. People don’t 
always understand that it is still a 
sprint, but it’s a long sprint. If you run 
it correctly, it doesn’t feel very good 
and it is painful. I’m really proud of 
our 400 runners this weekend for re-
ally putting themselves out there and 
pushing themselves.”

Mila Miller placed seventh in the 
girls’ 800-meter run with a time of 
3:17.21.

Madi Stretton won the girls’ 
1,600-meter run with a personal 
best time of 6:02.58. Lily DeClark 
placed fourth with a time of 6:16.28, 
Lucia Rivera placed sixth with a time 

of 6:49.80, and Miller placed seventh 
with a time of 7:02.70.

Stretton also won the girls’ 
3,200-meter run with another per-
sonal best time of 12:54.80. DeClark 
placed second with a time of 13:31.12, 

and Rivera placed third with a time 
of 13:37.85.

“Madi Stretton had a big day,” 
wrote O’Donnell. “She ran PRs in 
the 1600 and 3200 and placed 1st in 
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Play hard, 
Pirates!

Soccer

Track
n Continued from A10

Coming in 2026!
Stand On Skid Steer

Telehandler
Trench Roller

Track Skid Steers
Carpet Cleaners

391 Bastille Drive • (970) 731-4410

See our full line 
of equipment on 

pinevalleyrental.com

New equipment arriving!
Just in time for your 
spring projects!

New fleet is arriving, 
shiny and grand,
the perfect tools, 
right in your hand.

CONSERVATION • EDUCATION • ADVOCACY

Working together to Protect, Maintain and 
Enhance the opportunity to hunt, fish and 

enjoy the Colorado Outdoors

SORRY, FOLKS!
The banquet is SOLD OUT

but you can still buy raffle tickets 

to support the association

ATV RAFFLE

For more information call:
Ash & Trish Tully
(970)264-9576

2026 Can-Am Outlander 700 XT &
5x8 Trailer included

Winner will be drawn on April 11
at the 2026 COA Banquet

Buy tickets here:

Tickets
$50 each
3 for $100

Need not 
be present 

to win!

Debbie Loewen
Employing Broker

debbie@ownpagosa.com 
(970) 946-3480

Seller’s Representative Specialist
Accredited Buyer’s Representative 

2016 & 2018 Spirit Award
 2019 Realtor of the Year

448 Pagosa Street  • Smack dab in the middle of 
Historic Downtown Pagosa Springs, at the crosswalk!

Serving Pagosans for over 30 years. 
2026 office hours may vary due to road construction, please call with questions.

I NEED YOU!
All my 
HOME listings 
have SOLD.
I need more listings!
Call me TODAY 
to list your property.

SUN photo/Randi Pierce
Lady Pirate Terriana Cage pushes through Panther defenders during the team’s April 4 matchup with Montezuma-Cortez. The Pirates fell 4-0 in the 
matchup.

Lady Pirates fall to Miners and Panthers, will host Alamosa today
By Jack Sellner
Staff Writer

The Pagosa Springs High School 
Lady Pirate soccer team fell to 2-3 
after two shutout losses last week.

The Lady Pirates traveled to Tel-
luride on Thursday, April 2, and lost 
5-0. They then hosted the Monte-
zuma-Cortez Panthers on Saturday, 
April 4, and lost 4-0.

Despite the two lopsided results, 
coach Trevor Gian indicated he is re-
ally proud of the team and feels that 
they’re really growing with each game 
and have a chance to come out of this 
week an even stronger team.

“We’re picking each other up, 
we’re doing that stuff you can’t really 
teach that we’ve got to find natu-
rally,” Gian said. “We found [that] 
over those games, and I’m excited 
for the future.”

Going into the game against Tel-
luride, Gian told his team that the 
Miners are a quality opponent and 
they were going to play fast and 
physical.

The Lady Pirates had an opportu-
nity to score early in the game and 

go up 1-0, but just missed wide on a 
shot and the game stayed equal. The 
Miners were able to net three goals by 
the end of the first half after the Lady 
Pirates’ early miss.

Still, Gian noted he felt like the 
girls were playing good soccer and 
had a chance in the second half.

The Miners scored two early goals 
in the second half, though, and the 
Lady Pirates weren’t able to find 
the back of the net, dropping the 
matchup 5-0.

“I was absolutely impressed with 
how we stayed on that field, how we 
contended, how we fought for each 
ball, how we looked to make passes, 
how we looked for through balls, 
how we met things in the middle,” 
Gian said.

Gian emphasized that he felt the 
girls played really well for 60 of the 80 
minutes in the game.

The Lady Pirates had five shots in 
the game, with four being on goal.

The Miners, who are now 4-4-1 on 
the season, sit as the No. 20 team in 
2A girls’ soccer.

On Saturday, the score once again 
did not necessarily reflect the type of 

game that was played, noted Gian.
The Lady Pirates lost the game 4-0, 

but didn’t concede a goal until the 
last 15 minutes of the game. 

Gian emphasized that the Lady 
Pirates played really impressive 
soccer up until the last 15 minutes 
of the game, when the girls just ran 
out of gas.

“I was ecstatic with the effort,” he 
said. “I mean, we got tired at the end, 
[but we] fought with them.”

The Lady Pirates had one shot on 
goal in the game.

The Panthers, who are now 4-1, are 
the No. 7 team in 3A girls’ soccer.

This week, the No. 37 Lady Pirates 
will look to get back in the win 
column over the course of a trio of 
games.

The Lady Pirates will be in action 
at home on Thursday, April 9, against 
No. 26 Alamosa (3-2) beginning at 
4 p.m.

On on Saturday, April 11, the team 
will hit the road to take on 2A No. 33 
Lake County (1-4) at 11 a.m.

The Lady Pirates will continue to 
play on the road on Tuesday, April 
14, when they take on No. 38 Bayfield 

(2-3) beginning at 4 p.m.
Gian noted he expects the Lady 

Pirates to stay compact on defense 
in order to cut off through balls, play 
with shape in order to possess the 
ball and not rely solely on counter-
attacks, as well as just slowing the 
game down.

“We’re finding out who we are,” he 
said. “That’s a beautiful thing be-
cause then we can build off of that 
with some tactics. But knowing that 
[we have] heart and fight and we’re 
playing for each other on that field 
[is huge].”

jsellner@orourkemediagroup.com

both races.”
Annaliese Hinger placed seventh 

in the girls’ 100-meter hurdles with a 
time of 21.08 seconds.

Hinger also placed sixth in the 
girls’ 300-meter hurdles with a time 
of 1:01.29.

The girls’ 4x100-meter relay team 
placed second with a time of 54.63 
seconds.

The girls’ 4x200-meter team won 
with a time of 1:58.54.

Veda Deitemeyer placed third in 
the girls’ high jump with a jump of 4 
feet, 8 inches.

Wood won the girls’ long jump 
with a jump of 14-10, Book placed 
second with a jump of 14-8, Galabota 
placed sixth with a jump of 13 feet, 
Howard placed ninth with a jump of 
12-3, and Evans placed 10th with a 
jump of 11-4.

Lexi Campbell placed second in 
the girls’ triple jump with a total 
distance of 32-1, Stretton placed 
fourth with a total distance of 28-8, 
and Galabota placed fifth with a total 
distance of 28 feet.

Malorie Morton won the girls’ 
discus with a personal best throw of 
109-10. Liana Vega placed second 
with a throw of 93-7, Paisley Lister 
placed eighth with a throw of 63-4, 

Raleigh Iverson placed 13th with a 
throw of 60-5, and Charlie Barraza-
Haymaker placed 21st with a throw 
of 46-9.

Vega placed second in the girls’ 
shot put with a throw of 28-11, 
Morton placed third with a throw of 
27-1, Lister placed fifth with a throw 
of 24-9, Iverson placed eighth with a 
throw of 22-6, and Barraza-Haymaker 
placed 15th with a throw of 18-7.

Three runners turned in personal 
best times in the boys’ 100. 

Jonathan Baker placed eighth with 
a personal best time of 11.88 seconds, 
Hudson Mazur placed ninth with a 
personal best time of 11.92 seconds, 
and Alex Pacheco placed 10th with a 
personal best time of 11.96 seconds. 
Garrett Mote placed 15th with a time 
of 12.57 seconds, and Cash O’Neal 
placed 19th with a time of 12.64 
seconds.

O’Donnell emphasizes that the 
three personal best times in the 100 
bode really well for the boys’ 4x100 
team this season.

Baker placed fourth in the boys’ 
200 with another personal best time 
of 23.77 seconds, and Mazur placed 
fifth with another personal best time 
of 24.18 seconds. Mote placed 12th 
with a time of 26.62 seconds. O’Neal 
placed 14th with a time of 27.88 

seconds.
Jacob Castaneda placed fifth in the 

boys’ 400 with a personal best time of 
55.64 seconds. 

Rylan Ash won the boys’ 800 with 
a personal best time of 2:08.58. 
Weston Sweet placed seventh with a 
time of 2:23.08, Kieran Kurz placed 
ninth with a time of 2:38.16, and Eli 
Nehring placed 10th with a time of 
2:39.20.

Ash also won the boys’ 3,200 with 
personal best time of 10:19.12. Sweet 
placed second with a personal best 
time of 11:13.43, Kieran Kurz placed 
sixth with a time of 11:59.62, and 
Nehring placed seventh with a time 
of 12:43.63.

“Rylan Ash had a great meet,” 
wrote O’Donnell. “He continues to 
better his times each week and ran 
PRs in the 800 and 3200. Weston 
Sweet is really coming on strong at 
this point in the season. He ran a PR 
in the 3200 and you could just see the 
potential that he carries in racing.”

Jeremiah Jones placed third in the 
boys’ 110-meter hurdles with a per-
sonal best time of 16.17 seconds. Jay-
cub Carter placed seventh with a time 
of 19.43 seconds. Jaiden Jones placed 
eighth with a time of 20.37 seconds.

Jeremiah Jones placed third in the 
n See Track A12



placed 10th with a total distance of 
29-11.

Aidan Vega placed fourth in the 
boys’ discus with a throw of 116-5, 
Lincoln Butler placed ninth with a 
throw of 83 feet, South Dozier placed 
16th with a throw of 62-7, and James 
Beaudry placed 18th with a throw of 
62 feet.

Emile Schneider won the boys’ 
shot put with a throw of 39-8, Aidan 
Vega placed third with a throw of 34-
10, Butler placed fourth with a throw 
of 34-1, Dozier placed 18th with a 
throw of 24-2, and Beaudry placed 
26th with a throw of 18-10.

This weekend, the team will be 
headed off to Pueblo for the Thunder-
Storm Invitational on Saturday, April 
11, beginning at 9 a.m.

“We are hoping to have a full team 
by the end of this week,” wrote 

O’Donnell. “The Thunder Storm track 
meet in Pueblo this coming Saturday 
is a highly competitive meet and we 
hope that all of our top performers 
get a chance to compete.”

jsellner@orourkemediagroup.

Your source 
for 

community 
news.

The Pagosa Springs SUN
970-264-2100

PagosaSUN.com
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Local people 
Local reporting

Join our Professional Directory.
$35 per week, 4 week minimum with no changes to ad. 

Call today! (970) 264-2100

Accounting

Professional Directory

JJ Accounting 
Services

264-5330 • 191 Talisman Dr. #103 • FAX 264-4451

We can assist you with the following:
• Bookkeeping and Accounting Services
• Payroll and Payroll Taxes • W2s & 1099s
• Income Taxes:

Personal • LLC • Partnerships
Corporations • Electronic Filing

Mortgages

Daniel L. Fiedler
Attorney at Law

Estate Planning • Wills • Trusts 
Probate • Elder Law

970-507-8528 
190 Talisman Drive, Suite D-6

next to Restoration Church, behind City Market

Attorney

Storage & Office

Pagosa Springs 
Mini Storage

14th St. at 15th Place
behind Home Expo Center

Prices start 
at $2500

Sizes available: 5’x5’, 5’x10’,
10’x10’, 10’x15’, 10’x20’, and 10’x30’

For rental information call
Chris (970) 749-2867

NMLS # 2263077

TOP LENDER
IN THE COUNTRY

Why work with big banks when we can provide 
you and your buyers with more options, faster 
closings, and better service?
• Local Loan Officer with a National Expertise
• We Shop So You or Your Buyer Doesn’t Have To
• Experts at Mortgages, Because It’s All We Do
• Constant Availability 7 Days a Week
• All Loan Programs Including Expanded Options 
• Same Day Pre-Approvals

Carrie Blue
Sr. Loan Officer | NMLS # 177666
cblue@trustedrate.com
(949) 683-4646 Call & Text

Name

Address

City                          State             Zip

❏ Mastercard   ❏ Visa   ❏ Check enclosed

Account number

Expiration date   CVV

Signature

Thursday wouldn’t be 
Thursday without ...

The Pagosa Springs Sun
PO Box 9

Pagosa Springs, CO 81147 

❏ In County $45 yearly
includes digital access at PagosaSUN.com

❏ Out of county $55 yearly
includes digital access at PagosaSUN.com

A1Taxi Service
970-585-4903

8am-8pm Sunday-Thursday
8am-10pm Friday and Saturday

 or by appointment!

Fully licensed and insured! 
Smoke-free vehicles!

Local discount system- just ask! 

Reliability 
Matters!

Courtesy 
Counts!

PUC 16400, MCT 0021, DOT 2842985

COMBINED NOTICE - PUBLICATION
CRS §38-38-103 FORECLOSURE SALE NO. 2026-

001
To Whom It May Concern: This Notice is given with re-
gard to the following described Deed of Trust:
On January 8, 2026, the undersigned Public Trustee 
caused the Notice of Election and Demand relating to 
the Deed of Trust described below to be recorded in the 
County of Archuleta records.
Original Grantor(s) Craig Waller
Original Beneficiary(ies) Security Service Federal Credit 
Union
Current Holder of Evidence of Debt Security Service 
Federal Credit Union
Date of Deed of Trust December 02, 2019
County of Recording Archuleta
Recording Date of Deed of Trust December 
05, 2019 Recording Information (Reception No. and/or 
Book/Page No.)  21907315
Original Principal Amount $336,000.00
Outstanding Principal Balance $294,271.21
Pursuant to CRS §38-38-101(4)(i), you are hereby noti-
fied that the covenants of the deed of trust have been 
violated as follows: Failure to pay principal and interest 
when due together with all other payments provided for 
in the evidence of debt secured by the Deed of Trust 
and other violations thereof THE LIEN FORECLOSED 
MAY NOT BE A FIRST LIEN.
LOT 583 IN TWINCREEK VILLAGE, ACCORDING TO 
THE PLAT THEREOF FILED FOR RECORD NOVEM-
BER 5, 1973 AS RECPTION NO. 78739
Purported common address: 48 Balfour Ct, Pagosa 
Springs, CO 81147.
THE PROPERTY DESCRIBED HEREIN IS ALL OF 
THE PROPERTY CURRENTLY ENCUMBERED BY 
THE LIEN OF THE DEED OF TRUST.

NOTICE OF SALE
The current holder of the Evidence of Debt secured by 
the Deed of Trust, described herein, has filed Notice of 
Election and Demand for sale as provided by law and 
in said Deed of Trust.
THEREFORE, Notice Is Hereby Given that I will at pub-
lic auction, at 10:00 A.M. on Thursday, 05/07/2026, at 
the Archuleta County Treasurer’s Office at 305 Village 
Drive. Pagosa Springs, CO 81147, sell to the highest 
and best bidder for cash, the said real property and all 
interest of the said Grantor(s), Grantor(s)’ heirs and 
assigns therein, for the purpose of paying the indebt-
edness provided in said Evidence of Debt secured by 
the Deed of Trust, plus attorneys’ fees, the expenses 
of sale and other items allowed by law, and will issue 
to the purchaser a Certificate of Purchase, all as pro-
vided by law.
First Publication 3/12/2026
Last Publication 4/9/2026
Name of Publication Pagosa Springs Sun
IF THE SALE DATE IS CONTINUED TO A LATER 
DATE, THE DEADLINE TO FILE A NOTICE OF IN-
TENT TO CURE BY THOSE PARTIES ENTITLED TO 
CURE MAY ALSO BE EXTENDED;
DATE: 01/08/2026
Elsa P. White, Public Trustee in and for the County of 
Archuleta, State of Colorado
/s/ Elsa P. White
By: Elsa P. White, Public Trustee
The name, address, business telephone number and 
bar registration number of the attorney(s) representing 

the legal holder of the indebtedness is: Steven Bellanti 
#48306
McCarthy & Holthus, LLP 7700 E Arapahoe Road, Suite 
230, Centennial, CO 80112 (877) 369-6122 Attorney 
File # CO-25-1031352-JH
The Attorney above is acting as a debt collector and is 
attempting to collect a debt. Any information provided 
may be used for that purpose.
Published March 12, 19, 26, and April 2 and 9, 2026, in 
The Pagosa Springs SUN. (285193)

COUNTY COURT, ARCHULETA CO, COLORADO
Court Address: 109 Harman Park Drive, Pagosa 
Springs, CO 81147
Plaintiffs: Gisel Moncada and Yasmin Moncada,
v.
Defendants: Justin Travis Fowler, and All Persons 
Claiming an Interest in the Manufactured Home Lo-
cated at 514 Echo Lane, Pagosa Springs, Colorado,
Case Number: 2026C030014 
Attorney: Ralph A. Cantafio #16280 
Name: Cantafio Law P.C.
Address: 1927 Market Street, Unit lA
Denver, CO 80202
Phone Number: (970) 819-2371 Fax Number: none
E-Mail: ralph@myralphlaw.com
Attorney Registration: #16280

AMENDED SUMMONS
To the above named Defendant(s): Take notice that
1. On April 28, 2026 (date) at 8:30 AM (time) in the 
County Court of Archuleta, Colorado, if an answer is not 
filed, the Court may be asked to enter judgment against 
you as set forth in the Complaint.
2. A copy of the Complaint against you and an answer 

form which you must use if you file an answer are at-
tached.
3. If you do not agree with the complaint, then you must 
either:
a. Go to the Court, located at 109 Harman Park Drive, 
Pagosa Springs, CO 81147 at the above date and time 
and file the answer stating any legal reason you have 
why judgment should not be entered against you, OR 
b. File the answer with the Court before that date and 
time.
4. When you file your answer, you must pay a filing fee 
to the Clerk of the Court.
5. If you file an answer, you must give or mail a copy to 
the Plaintiff(s) or the attorney who signed the complaint.
6. If you do not file an answer, then the Court may enter 
a default judgment against you for the relief requested 
in the complaint.
7. If you want a jury trial, you must ask for one in the 
answer and pay a jury fee in addition to the filing fee.
8. If you want to file an answer or request for a jury trial 
and you are indigent, you must appear at the above 
date and time, fill out a financial affidavit, and ask the 
Court to waive the fee.
X By checking this box, I am acknowledging I am fill-
ing in the blanks and not changing anything else on the 
form.
Dated at Denver, Colorado, this 143h day of March, 
2026.
by Ralph A. Cantafio, #16280
Published March 19, 26, April 2 and 9, 2026, in The 
Pagosa Springs SUN. (293664)

Public Notices

PUBLIC NOTICES: 
YOUR RIGHT TO KNOW

The notices you see on this page include important information from 
local governmental bodies and attorneys that may be of interest to you. 
These notices can include information about public hearings, property 
assessments and changes in assessment, assumed names, name changes, 
claims notices, public meeting dates and financial statements.

Legal advertising
Deadline: Friday noon* 
Bring your legal advertisement or public notice to our offices at 457 Lewis 
Street, or email to legal@pagosasun.com
*Deadlines are moved up for holiday weeks. Please check for an ad in the paper for specific dates and times.

Photo courtesy Pagosa Springs Dance Academy 
Expressions Dance Company members wait for the awards ceremony at the Fluid Dance Competition in Denver.

Expressions Dance Company rises to 
the challenge at Denver competition
By Suzy Halterman 
Pagosa Springs Dance Academy

The Expressions Dance Company, 
the competitive team from the Pagosa 
Springs Dance Academy, concluded 
its season at the Fluid Dance Com-
petition and Convention in Denver, 
held March 27-29.

Unlike a traditional competition, 
Fluid offered dancers the opportunity 
to both compete and attend classes 
taught by professional dancers. 

Company Director Lesley Peck 
selected the event not only for its 
competitive aspect, but for its em-
phasis on education, giving dancers 
the chance to learn and grow.

Fluid also presented a unique 
challenge. Rather than dividing danc-
ers by skill level, participants were 
grouped solely by age, placing Ex-
pressions dancers in highly competi-
tive categories against experienced 

studios from across the region. De-
spite this, the team delivered strong 
performances, earning multiple top-
10 placements and special awards.

The full-company piece “Foot-
loose” received an Exceptional Per-
formance Award, with judges com-
menting on how impressed they 
were with the creative ideas used in 
the dance. 

A duet by Cassidy Luke and Paige 
Rogacki placed third, while a trio 
featuring Luke, Rogacki and Merick 
Halterman placed fifth. 

Halterman placed seventh in her 
solo division and also earned a spe-
cial judges’ recognition award. 

Additional honors included cos-
tume awards for both Leela Simp-
son’s solo and a duet performed by 
Simpson and Ember Liverett.

Executive Director Katrina Thom-
as and Peck expressed how incredibly 
proud they are of what the Expres-

sions Company has accomplished 
this year, overcoming many chal-
lenges to have a successful season.

With the competitive season now 
complete, the dancers are turning 
their focus to the upcoming Pagosa 
Springs Dance Academy recital on 
May 2. 

The 16 Expressions Company 
dancers will be joined by 82 recre-
ational dancers to showcase both 
company and recreational perfor-
mances in the “On Broadway” recital 
series, presented May 2 at Pagosa 
Springs High School. 

The 2 p.m. matinee will feature 24 
unique numbers performed by danc-
ers of all ages, including the studio’s 
youngest performers. The 6 p.m. 
evening performance will feature 34 
additional numbers across all dance 
genres. 

Tickets can be purchased at www.
pagosadanceacademy.com.

boys’ 300-meter hurdles with a time 
of 45.35 seconds, Jaiden Jones placed 
seventh with a time of 51.95 seconds, 
and Eathon Dang placed ninth with a 
time of 54.56 seconds.

The boys’ 4x100 relay team won 
with a time of 45.45 seconds, and the 
4x200 team placed fifth with a time 
of 1:46.10.

Koen Pitcher placed second in the 
boys’ high jump with a jump of 5-8.

Mazur won the boys’ long jump 
with a jump of 19-8, Baker placed 
second with a jump of 17-8, Pacheco 
placed fourth with a jump of 17 feet, 
and Carter placed 11th with a jump 
of 15-6.

Jeremiah Jones won the boys’ 
triple jump with a total distance of 
39-10, Castaneda placed third with 
a total distance of 35-10, and Pitcher 

Track
n Continued from A11
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Your Garage Door Works Hard, Give it a Tune Up!

$20 discount on lube & tuneMention ad to receive discount.
• Sales • Service 
• Installation

BEARFOOTGARAGEDOORS.COM
970-731-4999

Family-owned and locally operated.

San Juan Trading Post
635 San Juan St. (Hwy 160)  • (970) 731-PAWN (7296)

H Got Gold? Get Cash! H
Turn your old, broken jewelry 

into CASH TODAY
We buy gold, 

silver, guns, 

ammo and 
more.

Need $100? Need $5,000? 
Come see us now!

$ CASH LOANS $
Short-term loans based on collateral only, we take collateral on the following:

Cars • Trucks • Trailers • ATVs • Motorcycles 
Guns • Gold • Jewelry • Silver & More

and sell it too.

WE BUY

GOLD
We buy gold, 
silver, guns, 

coins and 
more.

www.pagosapeakopenschool.org

ENROLL 
TODAY!

Spots are Limited 

Intentionally small
K-8

Brand New, Unique Playground
Embraces Restorative Practices

Dedicated to Project-based Learning

Enroll online and learn more at

Tuition-free 
public charter

school

Now accepting students for 2026-27

Dr. Nylund is excited to care 
for the people of Pagosa 
Springs supported by his 
amazing staff: 
Brit Hilborn, RDH, 
Genesis, and Alejandra. 

2363 Eagle Dr Unit A, Pagosa Springs, CO 81147

970-398-2398
www.blackdiamonddentalofpagosasprings.com

OUR NEW 
PATIENT SPECIAL

Cleaning 
exam, x rays,

and whitening 

$179 All new patients who come into the office 
In March have the choice of  free whitening 
trays or a donation to one of the following:

Aspen House
Habitat for Humanity 
Pagosa Valor Academy

Our Savior Lutheran School
Wolf Creek Ski Team

*Excludes scaling and root planning 
periodontal disease, Boost whitening trays. 

Expires April 17, 2026

The team of 
Black Diamond 
Dental is excited 
to start serving 
the Community.

County’s unemployment rate jumped to 4.1 percent in January
By Randi Pierce
Staff Writer

Archuleta County’s unemploy-
ment rate jumped to 4.1 percent in 
January, according to an April 8 re-
port from the Colorado Department 
of Labor and Employment (CDLE).

That figure is up from 3.0 percent 
in December 2025.

Archuleta County’s rate of 4.1 
percent this January compares to 4.7 
percent in January 2025.

Archuleta County’s labor force 
totaled 6,493 in January, according 
to the report, with 263 unemployed. 
That compares to a December 2025 
labor force of 6,406 and 195 unem-
ployed.

Colorado’s seasonally adjusted 
unemployment rate increased from 
3.8 percent in December 2025 to 3.9 
percent in December 2025.

According to the survey of house-
holds, the number of unemployed 
individuals grew by 1,200 to 126,300 
from December 2025 to January.

“Colorado’s labor force decreased 
by 5,200 in January to 3,248,800,” 
states a press release from the CDLE. 
“The share of Coloradans participat-
ing in the labor force decreased to 
66.8 percent in January, compared to 
66.9 percent the month prior.

The press release notes this marks 
the lowest labor force participation 

rate since September 2020. 
“The U.S. labor force participation 

rate was 62.1 percent in January, 
three-tenths of a percentage point 
lower than the month prior,” it states.

The national unemployment rate 
decreased from 4.4 percent to 4.3 
percent from December 2025 to Janu-
ary, it notes.

Costilla County again had the high-
est unemployment rate in the state in 
January at 8.7 percent, followed by 
Huerfano County at 7.9 percent.

The lowest unemployment rate in 
the state for January was Pitkin 
County at 2.6 percent.

Regionally, the data shows La 
Plata County with a 4.1 percent 
unemployment rate in January, San 
Juan County at 4.3 percent, Mineral 
County at 4.9 percent, Rio Grande 
County at 5.2 percent and Conejos 
County at 4.4 percent.

Job loss, growth
Employers in Colorado gained 

6,600 nonfarm payroll jobs from 
December 2025 to January for a total 
of 2,966,000 jobs, according to the 
survey of business establishments. 
Private-sector payroll jobs increased 
by 7,200 and government decreased 
by 600 jobs.

Nonfarm payroll jobs estimates 
are based on a survey of business es-
tablishments and government agen-

cies, and are intended to measure 
the number of jobs, not the number 
of people employed.

The private-industry sectors with 
significant over-the-month job gains 
in January were:

• Education and health services at 
about 4,800 jobs.

• Professional and business ser-
vices at about 3,000.

• Trade, transportation and utili-
ties at about 3,000.

• Construction at about 2,400.
• Other services as about 1,100. 
 The private-industry sectors with 

significant over-the-month job losses 
were: 

• Leisure and hospitality at about 
3,300 jobs.

• Manufacturing at about 1,300.
• Information at about 1,300.
• Financial activities at about 

1,200. 
Since January 2025, nonfarm pay-

roll jobs have decreased 11,000, with 
the private sector losing 7,000 jobs 
and government losing 4,000 jobs. 

The largest private-sector job 
gains were:

• Educational and health services 
at about 14,200 jobs.

• Other services at about 1,900.
During that same time, payroll 

jobs declined in:
• Trade, transportation and utili-

ties by about 4,500 jobs.

• Leisure and hospitality at about 
4,400.

• Manufacturing at about 4,200.
• Financial activities at about 

4,000.
• Information at about 2,800.
• Professional and business ser-

vices at about 2,300.
• Mining and logging at about 

1,600.
“Colorado’s rate of job growth over 

the past year is -0.4 percent, below 
the U.S. rate of 0.2 percent,” the report 
notes.

It further notes that, over the year, 
the average workweek for all Colo-
rado employees on private nonfarm 
payrolls decreased from 32.7 to 32.6 
hours, while average hourly earn-
ings grew from $39.79 to $40.62, 
$3.45 more than the national average 
hourly earnings of $37.17.

Annual averages
The annual unemployment rate 

for Colorado was 4.0 percent in 2025, 
revised down from the previously 
published 4.5 percent, according to 
the press release. The U.S. unemploy-
ment rate in 2025 was 4.3 percent.

It adds, “Colorado nonfarm payroll 
employment decreased at an annual 
rate of -0.4 percent in 2025, or -11,700 
jobs. The U.S. annual payroll jobs 
growth rate in 2025 was 0.1 percent.”

randi@pagosasun.com

Election
n Continued from front
to bring maximum fines and jail 
sentences for violations of town 
ordinances in line with the state of 
Colorado’s max fines and sentences. 

Town Manager David Harris called 
this “charter language cleanup” at a 
previous town council meeting. 

Town voters approved Ballot 
Question A, with 149 votes in favor 
and 96 votes against the measure. 

Ballot Question B asked the 
town’s voters to allow the town to 
take out a $3 million loan to pay for 
the remainder of its flood recovery 
efforts along the San Juan River in 
the wake of the flooding events in 
October 2025. 

This ask of voters came in the wake 
of the Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency (FEMA) denying the 
town a request for funding river 

cleanup and recovery efforts. 
Development Director James 

Dickhoff explained at previous 
meetings that the town was about 
$3 million short, after finding al-
ternative funding programs mostly 
through the state, for its recovery 
efforts, which is why the town was 
asking voters to allow the town to 
go after a loan. 

Dickhoff had described the po-

tential loan as a way to focus flood 
recovery efforts around “public 
safety” in the river corridor ahead 
of the spring and summer river rec-
reation seasons. 

The ballot measure failed to 
pass, with 130 votes opposed to 
the measure and 122 votes in favor 
of the measure, according to Hess-
man. 

derek@pagosasun.com

Commissioners approve multiple paving projects
By Clayton Chaney
Staff Writer

During a regular meeting held by 
the Archuleta County Board of Coun-
ty Commissioners (BoCC) on Tues-
day, April 7, the BoCC unanimously 
approved a contract with Strohecker 
Asphalt to pave Pines Drive, along 

with a consideration to pave the 
remaining portion of Cloman Bou-
levard.

According to the meeting’s agen-
da, the county received two bids 
for the Pines Drive project. The bid 
from Strohecker Asphalt came in at 
$502,808.80, and the other bid totaled 
at $571,994.

According to documents included 
with the agenda, the engineer’s 
estimate for the Pines Drive project 
totaled at $552,457.

Public Works Director Mike Torres 
then explained that the county has 
received a donation to pave the park-
ing lot at Cloman Park. 

According to the meeting’s agen-

da, “In an effort to protect the newly 
paved parking lot” Torres is request-
ing to pave the remaining .3 mile 
section of Cloman Boulevard.

“There may be additional cost sav-
ings since the contractor will be close 
to the suggested site,” the agenda 
notes.

clayton@pagosasun.com
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Live 
Performers

EVERY 
THURSDAY

$1 off adult beverages 
8 p.m.- 12 a.m.

PAGOSA BAR
460 Pagosa Street

Sponsored by The Knights of Columbus Council #7560

Thank you Thank you 
The Knights of Columbus would cordially The Knights of Columbus would cordially 

like to Thank the community like to Thank the community 
and visitors for their support of the and visitors for their support of the 

30th year of our Lenten Fish Frys. 30th year of our Lenten Fish Frys. 
Net proceeds will support Net proceeds will support 
community non-profits in community non-profits in 

Pagosa Springs and Pagosa Springs and 
Archuleta County.Archuleta County.

We hope to see you next year.We hope to see you next year.
Sincerely,Sincerely,

Knights of Columbus Council #7560Knights of Columbus Council #7560

Happy Easter!Happy Easter!

Prime Steaks
Seafood • Pastas • Subs

Wraps & Salads
Full Bar & Extensive Wine List

Homemade Key Lime Pie

Exciting new 
sandwiches and 
personal pizzas!

TRY SOME OF OUR DELICIOUS

2151 Eagle Drive  I  cityhallcafe.co  I  970.398.2409

Eat In  or  Take Out

Call Today to Reserve 
Our Private Gondola 

970.398.2409

Open Tue-Sat
11 am-9 pm 

New Lunch
— MENU —

Healthy Archuleta’s 2026 
Food Summit set for April 18

Healthy Archuleta

The 2026 Archuleta Food Summit is planned for Sat-
urday, April 18. 

This year’s summit will focus on a simulation of the 
Archuleta Food Hub and Food Hall, presented and spon-
sored by Healthy Archuleta. 

Several features of the food summit include a dem-
onstration of a year-round hydroponic growing tower 
(pictured on the front of The PREVIEW), part of the thriv-
ing local food system made available to the community. 

The simulation invites participants to experience how 
local food can move from growers and producers to fami-
lies, schools, small businesses and community spaces.

Participants will move through an engaging station-
based experience that brings the vision of the proposed 
Archuleta Food Hub and Hall to life. It will also highlight 
the practical benefits of the food hub, which aims to 
strengthen the local economy by keeping food dollars 
circulating locally; supporting small food entrepreneurs; 
creating workforce development pathways; and improv-

ing access to fresh, healthy and locally grown foods. The 
Archuleta Food Hub and Hall is designed to be a shared 
space aimed at building a more resilient, sustainable local 
food system in Archuleta County. 

The food summit will be held at Pagosa Springs High 
School on South 8th Street on Saturday, April 18, from 
7:45 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Please register by Wednesday, April 15, to help us plan 
for breakfast and our farm-to-table lunch. Having an ac-
curate headcount ensures we can prepare enough food 
and create a great experience for everyone.

Registration is available on the Healthy Archuleta web-
site, and the $10 fee helps cover both meals. We strongly 
encourage you to register today at https://www.food-
coalition4archuleta.org/archuleta-food-summit.html.

While on-site registration will be available the morning 
of the event (the doors open at 7:45 a.m.), registering in 
advance helps us plan more effectively and reduces wait 
times at check-in. 

We are looking forward to seeing you on Saturday, 
April 18, at the third biannual Archuleta Food Summit.

Thursday
Coyote Moon Lounge: Two Hand Touch, 6 p.m. 
The Pagosa Bar: Karaoke, 8 p.m.

Friday
Coyote Moon Lounge: Out On Work Release, 6 p.m. 

Saturday
Coyote Moon Lounge: Retro Cats, 6 p.m.

Sunday
Coyote Moon Lounge: Sean Harrison, 5 p.m. 

Monday
Coyote Moon Lounge: Jackson Mountain Ramblers, 5 p.m. 

Daughters of the American Revolution chapter to meet April 11
By CiCi Stuart
Sarah Platt Decker Chapter of the  
Daughters of the American Revolution

The Sarah Platt Decker Chapter of 
the Daughters of the American Revo-
lution will meet Saturday morning, 
April 11, at 10:30 a.m. at the Veterans 
of Foreign Wars building at 1550 Main 
Ave. in Durango.

The Sarah Platt Decker Chapter of 

the Daughters of the American Revolu-
tion is a nonpolitical/nonprofit service 
organization representing the Archul-
eta and La Plata counties. 

Membership is open to all women 
over the age of 18, regardless of race, 
religion or ethnic background who 
can trace their lineage from an ances-
tor who aided in achieving American 
independence. 

The DAR, as we are known, has 

three missions: historical preservation, 
promotion of education and patriotic 
endeavor.

The members are a lot like you, 
coming from diverse backgrounds and 
having a variety of interests. Their com-
mon bond is their lineal descent from 
patriots of the American Revolution.

For more information, call Sherryl 
Egy at (970) 507-0646 or come to our 
meeting.
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Beer of Beer of the the 
MonthMonth
Bud and Bud LightBud and Bud Light
30 packs30 packs

970-264-2749
M-SAT 9AM TO MIDNIGHT 
SUNDAY 9 AM TO 10 PM
Next to River Center - Hwy. 160 • East Pagosa Springs

Wine of the 
Month
OZV Zin
750 ml

offer ends  
4/30/26

Clip ‘n Save 10% OFF Wines & Liquors
*OFF 750ML & 1.75L BOTTLES* NON-SALE ITEMS ONLY. NO BEER.

Spirit of 
the Month
High Noon 
12 & 8 packs

offer ends  
4/30/26

offer ends  
4/30/26

$999$200
OFF

$200
OFF

Grilling Central!Grilling Central!

• Sauces
• Rubs
• Charcoal
• Smoking Chips
• Pellets

YourYour

Within 10 miles:

• Ooni
• Gozney
• Traeger
• Weber

• Recteq
• Blackstone
• Charbroil

We can order!

Prices are as marked. All sales final on discounted items, cash and carry, no returns on sale items, discounts do not apply to sale items, sale prices may not be combined 
with other discounts. Delivery and set up or installation not included. Some other exclusions may apply. Limited to stock on hand.

525 Navajo Trail Drive • 731-4022 
Mon-Fri 7:30-6 • Sat 8-5 • Sun 9-4 

See our ads on TerrysACE.com
Shop www.acehardware.com for free in store pickup

Fundraiser to support local couple 
following terminal cancer diagnosis
By Ellen Schmidt
Special to The PREVIEW

Join us on Saturday, April 11, 
from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. at Veterans 
Memorial Park, 220 Vista Blvd., for 
a fundraiser supporting Jason and 
Janie Hands.

In November 2025, a cancer diag-
nosis was made for Jason with thyroid 
and liver — a terminal condition— 
and they were referred to hospice 
services.

Jason and Janie Hands had been 
a local legend for home care man-
agement services. Now Janie Hand 
works 15 hours weekly, caregiving the 
remainder for Jason Hand. Income is 
drastically cut while bills grow. Key 
nutrients, food and related expenses 
are not within reach with severe 
conditions.

Jason Hand’s health status has 
drastically declined. He is no lon-
ger engaging in his favorite art and 
pastimes, while visiting with friends. 

Our goal is to ensure his remain-
ing time is spent focusing on a good 
quality of life, surrounded by love 
from family and friends. 

Jason Hands is facing a tough 
battle with terminal cancer, and his 
family is doing everything they can 
to focus on quality time and love. 
They need help covering essential 
expenses like groceries, utilities and 
car repairs — especially since his wife 
Janie is caring for him full-time. 

Even a small contribution can 
make a big difference in easing their 
financial worries during this difficult 
time.

Please consider donating or 
sharing to help them find some 
peace and support: https://gofund.
me/9052b7a2e.

The goal is $25,000 to pay for Jason 
Hands, cover their costs and replace 
her car for safe, reliable transporta-
tion.

We humbly request support to 
cover current and growing expenses, 
not covered by insurance, i.e. trans-
portation, home care, maintenance 

bills and funeral expenses. Any con-
tributions, whatever the size, makes a 
significant difference. Your kindness 
and support mean the world during 
these uniquely challenging times. 

Ways to support them by attend-
ing the event, where all proceeds will 
go directly to Jason and Janie Hands:

• Dine with family and friends.
• Enjoy music as you eat (sev-

eral local volunteering musicians 
will entertain you while supporting 
a key cause).

• Bring your baked goods, place 
into zip lock bags for attendees to 
secure via donations.

• Bring for sale items for display 
and purchase.

Note: bring a lawn chair to enjoy 
the music as you dine.
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www.pagosapeakopenschool.org

ENROLL 
TODAY!

Spots are Limited 

Intentionally small
K-8

Brand New, Unique Playground
Embraces Restorative Practices

Dedicated to Project-based Learning

Enroll online and learn more at

Tuition-free 
public charter

school

Now accepting students for 2026-27

Photo courtesy Bob Hemenger
Pagosa Springs High School’s Americana Project students will perform an opening set in the school’s audi-
torium April 29 at 7 p.m. This year’s special guest is the band Mojo Birds. Please save the date.

End of Life Education to meet April 16
By Joan Mieritz
End of Life Education

End of Life Education will meet on 
Thursday, April 16, with two different 
presentations. 

At 1:15 p.m., Pete Albo, a funeral 
director, will join us with information 
and loving support. He will share 
valuable things you should know and 
answer your questions.

At 2:15 p.m., emergency medical 
technicians will bring large dolls to 
learn and practice the most effective 
resuscitation techniques. You will be 
able to practice until you have success 
in case you have the opportunity to 
save someone’s life by resuscitation.

End of Life Education will meet at 
1 p.m. on the third Thursday of April 
at the Community United Methodist 
Church at 434 Lewis St. This is not 
a Methodist Church activity, but is 
for anyone from the Pagosa Springs 
community and Archuleta County. 

Use the convenient parking lot 
with the side entrance into the 
kitchen and fellowship hall. (The 
main doors into the church remain 
locked.) 

The program will begin at 1 p.m. 
with time for visiting, coffee, tea and 
treats, if someone brings something 
to share. It was decided that the of-
ficial program should end between 
2:30 and 3 p.m., but people can 
remain in the fellowship hall for so-
cializing, discussions, support, etc. 
until 4 p.m. 

Our programs are free, but people 
attending can bring canned food for 
the church pantry or make a cash 
donation in appreciation for using 
the room. Attendance varies for each 
program, so feel welcome to come 
anytime and bring friends or anyone 
who might benefit from the topic. 

We have not set the date for a de-
tailed talk presented by a local doctor 
about the Colorado state laws about 

medical aid for the end of life. People 
need to be within six months of pass-
ing and meet other requirements. We 
will soon have the date, and hopefully 
two different times and locations.

 We have begun filling out the 
paperwork for end of life that is given 
in the booklet “Your Right to Make 
Healthcare Decisions.” You may get 
a copy and start working on it. 

Federal law requires that you must 
be given information on advance 
directives at the time you are admit-
ted by any hospital, nursing home, 
HMO, hospice, home health care or 
personal care program that receives 
federal funds (Medicare). 

We have used this booklet as part 
of our program so people can get a 
heads up on the paperwork rather 
than waiting until a more stressful 
time. There is also the form to fill out 
for do not resuscitate that is important 
to have completed, signed by a doctor 
and stored on your refrigerator. 

On April 30 at 1 p.m. End of Life 
Education will be meeting with Ar-
chuleta County Coroner Brad Hunt. 
If you have any questions about 
death, he may have the answer. He 
will talk about his job, new laws and 
requirements, and any questions you 
have. He has a great deal of important 
information.

The date for the natural funerals 
speaker is May 21. There are new 
amazing ways to turn the deceased 
human body into usable soil and wa-
ter that can then be returned for the 
family garden or other uses in parks. 
There are ways that are much better 
for the environment than crema-
tion and burial, and soon these new 
techniques will be taking the place of 
century-old ways. 

 End of Life Education can be 
difficult, but we have found that it is 
quite valuable and helpful to many 
people who are trying to look at death 
as a necessary part of life. 

Our culture has much to learn 
about the entire subject. We will be 
scheduling time for sharing thoughts 
and feelings to develop new attitudes. 
There is so much we can learn. If we 
as caring people work together, we 
can help ourselves and each other 
learn and grow to have a better life. 

Joan Mieritz is making these ar-
rangements and can always use your 
help and support. We need help with 
setup before and cleanup after the 
program. Just show up to help. 

We hope to see you to learn about 
the end of life to hopefully make each 
day of your life more meaningful and 
precious.
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‘School of Rock’ auditions to be held April 14 and 15
By Anthony Aldwell
Curtains Up Pagosa

Curtains Up Pagosa (CUP) is 
pleased to announce its summer 
show will be “School of Rock, the 
Musical,” which will be performed 
four times on the Pagosa Springs 
High School (PSHS) stage on the 
evenings of June 25, 26 and 27, with 
an afternoon matinee on June 27.

Auditions for this production will 
be held in the high school band room 
on Tuesday, April 14, and Wednes-
day, April 15, from 4 to 7 p.m. 

The audition will require candi-
dates to present a 30- to 60-second 
monologue and 30- to 60-second 
song. A short dance number will be 
taught to those auditioning as part of 
the audition process. All community 

members are invited to join this pro-
duction as the cast will feature both 
adults and children (who should be 
at least 8 years old). Past CUP shows 
have featured performers from ages 
7 to 75, thereby demonstrating this is 
truly community theater.

Based on the movie by the same 
name, this show will feature music 
by renowned musical composer 
Andrew Lloyd Webber, with the book 
written by Julian Fellowes, of “Down-
ton Abbey” fame. The essence of the 
plot follows Dewey Finn, a failed 
rocker, who poses as a substitute 
teacher at a prep school and trans-
forms his students into a rock band 
to win a Battle of the Bands. 

Rehearsals for our show will com-
mence the first week of May at PSHS, 
and usually run from 6 to 8 p.m. on 

weeknights during May and June. Re-
hearsals may run until 9 p.m. in June 
as we near the performance dates. 

“School of Rock” will be directed 
by CUP veteran Krisha Doocy, with 
musical direction by Leo Baughman. 

As much of CUP’s essential work 
is behind the scenes, we also wel-
come those community members 
interested in being a crew member, 
as sets, costumes and backstage work 
require those specific skills to ensure 
“School of Rock” is a theatrical suc-
cess. If interested, drop by one of the 
audition sessions or early rehearsals 
in May.

CUP looks forward to presenting a 
high-energy performance of “School 
of Rock” this June, featuring a cast of 
talented Pagosa Country performers, 
with lively audiences cheering us on. 
Come audition, act, build, play or 
applaud us we once again entertain 
our community.Zikr Dance Ensemble to bring 

season to Pagosa Springs 
Center for the Arts April 18
Zikr Dance Ensemble

Zikr Dance Ensemble announces 
“Runes,” its ambitious spring 2026 
season that will showcase the compa-
ny’s roots while exploring the power 
and transformative energies of some 
of history’s most iconic symbols and 
the light code language of the future 
through two of Artistic Director Da-
vid Taylor’s most powerful works, 
“Runes” and “Light Codes.” 

In addition, Zikr will reprise 
internationally acclaimed Belgian 
choreographer Sidi Larbi Cherkaoui’s 
stunning “In Memoriam” pas de 
deux, along with Tomm Ruud’s iconic 
miniature masterpiece, “Mobile.” 

The program will close with “In 
Your Eyes,” Zikr’s signature work and 
audience favorite. 

Zikr will present the full-length 
“Runes” program in eight cities 
across Colorado and New Mexico. 
The company will be also paying 
special tribute to Loren Wilder, the 
well-known Colorado lighting de-
signer and producer who originally 
commissioned “In Your Eyes” and 
David Andrews, longtime Colorado 
dance supporter, photographer and 
videographer. 

Featured artists include: 
• Taylor, a pillar of Colorado’s 

dance community for decades, will 
present new choreography as part of 
a restaged “Light Codes,” showcasing 
Taylor’s signature blend of technical 
precision and multimedia technol-
ogy while honoring Zikr’s spiritual 
roots. 

• Cherkaoui, celebrated for his 
multicultural approach and deeply 
narrative style, brings a dynamic 
and deeply humanistic approach to 
the stage. This collaboration marks a 
pivotal moment in the Zikr’s growing 
significance in the contemporary 
dance space.

• Ruud (1943-1994), former prin-
cipal dancer and resident choreog-
rapher for San Francisco Ballet, is 
perhaps best known for his role as 
Drosselmeyer in “The Nutcracker.” 
His masterpiece, “Mobile,” has been 
set on dozens of the nation’s major 
ballet companies and inspired the 
short film “Balances.” 

The show will be performed on 
April 18 at 7:30 p.m. at the Pagosa 
Springs Center for the Arts.

Tickets are on sale now. For ticket 
links and more information, visit 
www.zikrdance.com. 

Shop 
Pagosa 
Springs 

first.
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Non-emergency 
medical 
transportation 
to anywhere in Colorado 
and border state 
approved cities for 
Medicaid insured rides 
to and from Medicaid 
providers 
Pre-approval and 
24-hour notice 
required. 

You may qualify for 
FREE transportation. 

Call WJP/A1 Taxi to get 
yourself set up. 
970-731-4081

Durango Airport Shuttle • Taxi Service • Weddings
Charter Service • Private Parties

Also

Wilderness Journeys Pagosa, Inc
Call 970-731-4081 for scheduling

PUC # 16400, DOT# 2842985, MCT# 0021

HAVE MEDICAID?
Photo courtesy Pagosa Peak Open School

William Shakespeare’s “A Midsummer Night’s Dream” will hit the stage of the Pagosa Springs High School 
auditorium April 23, 24 and 26. Tickets will be $10 for adults and $5 for children.

Pagosa Peak Open School to present 
‘A Midsummer Night’s Dream’
By Alison Beach
Pagosa Peak Open School

Pagosa Peak Open School (PPOS) 
is proud to present William Shake-
speare’s “A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream.” 

Adapted by Dr. Carolyn Harp-
er,  this  sharp one-act version 
of Shakespeare’s most popular 
comedy stars mischievous fairies, 

complicated romances, bumbling 
actors, magic and laughs upon 
laughs. 

This stage play’s blend of modern 
language and Elizabethan dialogue 
keeps the flavor of Shakespeare’s po-
etry and delivers hilarity for a modern 
audience.

Students in grades three through 
eight from PPOS, Pagosa Valor Acad-
emy, Pagosa Family School, and 

Pagosa Springs Middle School have 
been working with advisors Alison 
Beach and Rain March this semester 
to bring this timeless comedy to life 
in the Pagosa Springs High School 
auditorium. 

Performances will be April 23 
(Shakespeare’s birthday) at 6:30 p.m., 
April 24 at 6:30 p.m. and April 26 at 2 
p.m. Tickets will be $10 for adults and 
$5 for children.
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Informative.
The Pagosa Springs SUN

970-264-2100

ACCOMPLISHMENTS
H  Improved communication and work with local 
governments

H  Completed Strategic Plan for County and continue 
with implementation

H  Building strategy in budgeting to address priorities
If you have any questions, please feel free to reach out

VeronicaMedina4Commissioner@gmail.com H 970.582.0066
H We are asking for your support. H

Donations may be mailed to: 
PO Box 3353, Pagosa Springs CO 81147

Paid for by Veronica Medina for Archuleta County Commissioner Committee

Keep Moving Forward

VERONICA VERONICA 
MEDINAMEDINA

Archuleta County Commissioner 
District 3

Re-ElectRe-Elect

H H

‘Honoring Survivors’: Survivors at the 
heart of Sexual Assault Awareness Month
Rise Above Violence

This April, our community joins the 
national observance of Sexual Assault 
Awareness Month (SAAM), reaffirming 
a simple yet powerful truth: Survivors 
are at the heart and center of the move-
ment to end sexual violence. 

Their courage, insight and advocacy 
have shaped prevention strategies, 
improved services and challenged in-
stitutions to become more responsive 
and just. 

Honoring survivors means more 
than wearing a color or sharing a 
post. It means listening to their voices, 
believing their accounts and building 
systems that create change.

The last few months, we have been 
inundated with news of sexual violence 
and demands for justice — survivors 
speaking out about the atrocities done 
to them, even as minors. We know that 
sexual violence touches every corner 
of society, crossing lines of age, race, 
gender, ability and income.

Statistically, you likely know some-
one who has been affected by sexual 
violence — 45 percent of women and 
17 percent of men in the U.S. have 
experienced some form of sexually vio-
lent contact, with 21 percent of women 
reporting completed or attempted rape 
and 3.2 percent men reporting. One in 

three female victims first experienced 
that attempted or completed rape be-
tween the age of 11 and 17, one in four 
for male victims.

Yet, statistics never capture the full 
reality of trauma or the possibilities of 
healing. 

Survivors remind us that recovery is 
not linear and that safety, choice and 
community support are essential.

This year’s SAAM theme, “Honor-
ing Survivors,” invites each of us to take 
concrete steps to support survivors:

• Respond with empathy instead of 
skepticism. 

• Create conditions in yourself, your 
workplace, among your friend group, 
that emulates a culture of caring and 
believing without judgment. 

• Respect survivors’ decisions with-
out placing blame or doubt.

Violence is less likely when we start 
to believe survivors and when we shift 
our response from skepticism to soli-
darity with survivors. 

For too long, perpetrators have used 
lies and placed doubt, while survivors 
have had to “prove” their experience 
and trauma. We’ve protected the ac-
cused rather than the harmed. 

When we believe survivors, not with 
blind acceptance, but with presumed 
credibility, we begin to break apart the 
foundation that allows sexual violence 

to continue, even flourish. 
When the cost of perpetration 

outweighs the “benefits,” and when 
survivors know they will be heard and 
protected rather than questioned and 
blamed, can we begin to end this epi-
demic. Let’s be that change.

Rise Above Violence is commit-
ted to being that change for victims 
of sexual violence. We’re believers in 
justice, and the power and possibilities. 
We stand with survivors while creating 
community actions to end violence.

Join us in taking action this month. 
On April 29, Rise is hosting a screen-

ing of “North Country” at the Liberty 
Theatre. This powerful film shows the 
real-world impact of standing together, 
believing survivors and refusing to 
accept a culture of silence. Your ticket 
supports Rise and real survivors right 
here in Pagosa Springs and Archuleta 
County, turning awareness into tan-
gible resources and hope. 

For more information on SAAM, 
supporting survivors or upcoming 
events, visit www.riseaboveviolence.
org.

If you or someone you know 
needs support, Rise’s 24/7 hotline is 
available at (970) 264-9075.

Thingamajig Theatre 
Company announces 
summer season lineup
By Tim Moore
Thingamajig Theatre Company

Thingamajig Theatre Company 
has announced its 2026 summer rep-
ertory season at the Pagosa Springs 
Center for the Arts, featuring three 
productions running in rotating rep-
ertory from May 29 through Aug. 29. 

This season includes “Come From 
Away,” Stephen Sondheim’s “Com-
pany” and “Fiddler on the Roof.” In 
July, Thingamajig will also present 
a youth production of Disney’s “The 
Jungle Book KIDS.” 

Each of this summer’s produc-
tions explores relationships, resil-
ience and community in different 
ways. 

• “Come From Away” tells the 
true story of 7,000 airline passengers 
stranded in Newfoundland following 
Sept. 11, 2001, and the small town 
that took them in. 

• “Company” offers a candid and 
often funny look at modern relation-
ships through the perspective of 
bachelor Bobby and his friends. 

• “Fiddler on the Roof” follows 
Tevye and his family as they navigate 
tradition and change in a shifting 
world. 

Season ticket holder 
event April 19 

Thingamajig Theatre will host a 
cast reveal and wine-and-cheese 
event on Sunday, April 19, at 3 p.m. 
at the Pagosa Springs Center for the 
Arts. 

The event is open to: 
• Patrons who were 2025-2026 

fall/winter season ticket holders, and 
• Anyone planning to become a 

2026 summer season ticket holder. 
Guests will get a preview of the 

cast and season and enjoy light re-
freshments. 

With shows running in repertory 
throughout the season, audiences 
can see multiple productions over 
the course of the summer. Season 
tickets are available through the 
Pagosa Springs Center for the Arts 
box office. 

For more information, visit pago-
sacenter.org or call (970) 731-SHOW 
(7469).
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Saving Lives Every Day 
PSMC Emergency Medical Services

• 24/7 Emergency Medical Care
• 911 Sole Ambulance Response for 1800 square miles
• Interfacility short and long distance transfers
• Community Event Stand-Bys
• Community CPR, AED, and Stop the Bleed Training

First-Class Care Close To Home
970.731.3700 | 95 S. Pagosa Blvd | pagosaspringsmedicalcenter.org

A look back at Easter
By Jon Duncan
Centerpoint Church

As we have recently completed 
another Passion Week — including 
Palm Sunday, Good Friday and Res-
urrection Sunday — it can be very 
meaningful to stop and reflect on 
what we just experienced. 

What was it all about? Why was it 
necessary? What does it mean for me 
personally? Did I miss something, 
or was that all there is? Why is this 
supposed to be so important — I 
mean, it happened a really, really 
long time ago. These are the type 
of questions that usually surface 
after the observance of a national 
holiday by an ever-increasingly 
secular society that doesn’t have the 
connection to the Bible that earlier 
generations did. 

They have heard the story, but 
not the story behind the story — the 
rest of the story, as some used to call 
it. There is also the missing element 
of personal connection, personal 
responsibility and personal account-
ability that goes with the story. It all 
seems so distant, so disconnected 
from our lives in the 21st century, 
and without an understanding of the 
true meaning of this important event, 
there is no incentive to dig deeper or 
research harder to discover what this 
story is really all about. 

So, would you join me for just a 
few minutes as we reflect on what 
Passion Week is all about, and how 
it relates to you and me personally?

We begin with Palm Sunday, tradi-
tionally remembered as the day Jesus 
was welcomed into Jerusalem as 
King. Palm branches, a donkey, coats 
on the ground and lots of “Hosannas” 
by an excited and enthusiastic gath-
ering that was much more political 
than religious in nature. 

It didn’t really go anywhere — it 
certainly didn’t lead to a Jewish up-
rising to throw off Roman rule, but 
instead ended with Jesus weeping 
over the city for their unbelief and 
coming destruction — which none 
of the crowd understood. 

But, from God’s perspective, this 
was the day He chose His Passover 
Lamb, on the exact day that was com-
manded in Exodus 12 to select the 
lambs that would be killed in order 
to place their blood on the doorposts 
and header of their homes to keep 
the Death Angel from visiting on that 
fateful night in Egypt. 

The lamb would then be killed on 
Friday, roasted and eaten together 
as a family — a yearly celebration 
intended to remind the Jewish nation 
of God’s protection and provision 
for them as a nation as He delivered 
them from their life as slaves in Egypt. 

Our yearly celebration of Good 
Friday reminds us of the terrible re-
ality of that night in Jerusalem some 
2,000 years ago. 

Those events were real, they ac-
tually happened, just as they were 
written. But why? What was all this 

— betrayal, illegal and unfair trial, 
murder of an innocent man, rejection 
of the Son of God — really about? 

Let’s move to Gethsemane, let’s 
watch Jesus praying in the garden, 
asking His Father if there could be 
another way — but always coming 
back in total submission to the will 
of His Father. 

We see Jesus praying, crying 
sweating great drops of blood — giv-
ing physical evidence of the spiritual 
battle that was raging within Him. 
Physical suffering — yes, off the 
charts. Mental suffering — beyond 
our ability to even begin to under-
stand. Spiritual suffering — even 
beyond what Jesus in His humanity 
could have possibly been prepared 
for. 

Mark 14:33-34 reveals to us that 
in the garden of Gethsemane Jesus 
was thoroughly alarmed, struck with 
terror, and stunned with horror and 
astonishment as He entered into an 
experience that was totally foreign to 
anything He had ever experienced 
before. 

He was so completely swallowed 
up by grief that the weight of these 
sorrows literally squeezed the very 
life blood from the pores of His skin 
and took Him to the point where His 
physical body was in danger of com-
plete collapse. Luke 22:44 confirms 
that Jesus wrestled in a great contest 
as the devil did all he could to keep 
Jesus from going to the cross, and yet, 
in the end, it was only His Father’s 
will that mattered to Jesus. 

Let that scene fully fill your mind 
for a few moments, and do your best 
to grasp as much as you can of the 
reality of that scene. Jesus, there in 
the garden, wrestling with the lies of 
the evil one, perhaps His own feel-
ings of failure in His mission (Isaiah 
49:4) and His full humanity’s desire 
to some how avoid all of these un-
imaginable weights of suffering — yet 
all within the parameters of the will 
of His Father. Darkness, sadness, 
unspeakable grief, unrelenting un-
certainty of the future. 

Yet all that was replaced with 
overwhelming joy on Sunday morn-
ing when the resurrected Savior 
stepped out of that tomb, victorious 
over death, once and for all answer-
ing the question of Who is the Way, 
Who is the Truth, and Who alone is 
the source of Life everlasting. 

It is so much more than just a great 
story where the underdog wins or the 
bad guys are put in their place, or the 
feel-good ending to the most horrible 
story ever told. 

This series of events, carefully 
preserved for us in the God-inspired 
words faithfully recorded in the pages 
of scripture, are the source of all 
truth pointing us toward the source 
of salvation for all who will keep on 
seeking, and keep on asking, until 
they finally understand, believe and 
are born again to eternal life. 

Every part of the story you just ex-
perienced last week, Easter 2026, was 

endured, embraced and obediently 
experienced by Jesus for one reason 
and one reason alone: to make a 
way for you to be rescued from your 
slavery, redeemed from the debt of 
your sin and adopted into the family 
of God forever. 

That is why Jesus did what He 
did, suffered what He suffered, died 
the way He died, rose again from the 
grave victorious — it was for you; it 
was for me. All because we could 
never stand before a holy God in our 
filthy rags — even the very best of our 
good deeds and kind words while on 
this earth. All because without His 
blood shed for us we would never 
gain entrance into heaven’s gates to 
enjoy His presence forever. There is 
no other way, regardless of what you 
have been led to believe. 

Don’t let this Easter be just anoth-
er one in the long line of Easters that 
are part of your history on this earth. 
Ask God to use this one to lead you to 
begin the search for true meaning in 
your life, a personal — vital, day-by-
day, meaningful and real — relation-
ship with the Creator God who was 
also the God-become-man Savior of 
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The benefits of the dietary fountain of youth and regeneration are many and 
profound. For additional discussion, consult the video linked here and read 
today’s excerpt below. Science supports a low-fat, plant-based diet for optimal 
health. 

The Academy for Nutrition and Dietetics (AND), the nation’s largest 
organization of nutrition experts, states that “vegetarian diets, including total 
vegetarian or vegan diets, are healthful, nutritionally adequate, and may 
provide health benefits in the prevention and treatment of certain diseases. 

Well-planned vegetarian diets are appropriate for individuals during all stages of the lifecycle, 
including pregnancy, lactation, infancy, childhood, and adolescence, and for athletes.” The ADA’s 
position paper on vegetarian and vegan diets, published in 2009, references more than 200 studies 
and papers to support its conclusions. Studies continue to show that plant-based diets can aid in 
reversing the symptoms of America’s most devastating diseases: type 2 diabetes, cardiovascular 
disease, and some types of cancer. People who follow a plant-based diet have a healthier heart. They 
reap the benefits of lower cholesterol levels than meat-eaters, and heart disease is less common in 
vegetarians. Plant-based meals are typically low in saturated fat, and since cholesterol is found only 
in animal products such as meat, dairy, and eggs, it’s easy to consume a cholesterol-free diet. 

Another benefit of consuming a plant-based diet is getting your blood pressure numbers 
down. An impressive number of studies show that vegetarians have lower blood pressure than 
nonvegetarians. A low-fat, plant-based diet has also shown to reverse the symptoms of type 2 
diabetes. A diet based on vegetables, legumes, fruits, and whole grains, which is also low in fat and 
sugar, can lower blood sugar levels and often reduce or even eliminate the need for medication. 
Since individuals with diabetes are at high risk for heart disease, avoiding fat and cholesterol is 
important, and a vegetarian diet is the best way to do that. A plant-based diet helps prevent cancer. 

Studies of vegetarians show that death rates from cancer are only about one-half to three-quarters of 
those of the general population. Breast cancer rates are dramatically lower in countries where diets 
are typically plant-based. When people from those countries adopt a Western, meat-based diet, their 
rates of breast cancer soar. Vegetarians also have significantly lower rates of colon cancer than meat-
eaters. Colon cancer is more closely associated with meat consumption than any other dietary factor. 

Source: “Why The Power Plate? Plant-Based Diets Promote Health.” By The Physicians Committee for 
Responsible Medicine. http://www.pcrm.org

THE BENEFITS OF A PLANT-RICH DIET
PART-2

A public service from your Adventist friends & neighbors at Pagosa Springs Seventh Day Adventist Church.
Disclaimer: This and all our Nature’s Remedies are for health information purposes only. The Seventh Day Adventist Church is not responsible for results.

40 Oren Road • 970-731-1005

HEALTHY SELF

A PROTESTANT DENOMINATION

 Bonus Tip: Visit http://www.AmazingFacts.org for spiritual refreshment every week! 
“And God said, Behold, I have given you every herb bearing seed, which is upon the face of all the earth, 
and every tree, in the which is the fruit of a tree yielding seed; to you it shall be for meat.” Genesis 1:29

Airport Shuttle 
& Taxi Service

PUC 55878 

The 
friendly 
service PAGOSA CAB

Call today to schedule! (970) 398-0123

Food & Grocery Delivery • Doctor’s Visits
Serving Durango to South Fork and metro PagosaWhy 

pay 
more?

the world who died for your sins and 
mine so that we can one day stand in 
His presence and enjoy Him forever. 

If you have questions, or just want 
to know more, visit centerpoint-

pagosa.com and join us weekly at 
Centerpoint Church for worship and 
the study of God’s word that focuses 
on Jesus, the central character in the 
greatest story ever told. We would 
love to see you there.

Pagosa Unitarian Universalist 
Fellowship to hold Earth Lament circle
Pagosa Unitarian Universalist Fellowship

The Artemis II mission brought 
us amazing views of Earth this past 
week. Seeing these photos, it’s hard 
not to feel awestruck. In celebrating 
Earth Day this month, the Pagosa 
Unitarian Universalist (UU) Fellow-
ship will gather this Sunday, April 12, 
for an Earth Lament circle. 

This small-group ministry is held 
the second Sunday of each month at 
10:30 a.m. 

De Anna Hoyle, facilitator for 
this group, has training in eco spiri-
tual care, certification in religious 
education and spiritual compan-
ioning. She serves as community 
engagement coordinator for the UU 
Fellowship. 

You may wonder, why lament? 
“Because lament in community, and 
as a ritual practice, has the power to 
alchemize our grief — for the loss of 
what we’ve cherished, for the loss 
of what won’t be.” These words, re-
sourced from the BTS Center, which 
offers periodic circles of Lament with 
Earth, will serve as a touchstone for 
this gathering. 

Another resource to draw from is 
the UU Ministry for Earth (UUMFE.
org), which states, “The climate 
crisis is an everything crisis. It is an 
environmental crisis, an infrastruc-
ture crisis, a political, social, and 
economic crisis. It’s a health crisis, 
and it has become an emotional and 

spiritual crisis … Climate anxiety 
is so prevalent that it will soon be 
named as a mental health disorder 
in the DSM. There is no quick fix, 
and yet research shows that gather-
ing in community to companion one 
another is a primary strategy for ad-
dressing this distress. Churches are 
perfectly situated to do this. When 
we metabolize our feelings together, 
we prevent becoming paralyzed and 
can commit to meaningful action 
together.” 

We come together in our Going 
Deeper Circles to deepen our aware-
ness and participate in community 
sharing as we practice deep listening 
and connection. This is an open, safe 
circle of engaging in one’s own life 
journey, of honoring ourselves and 
doing all we can to honor Earth in 
all its glory. 

The Pagosa UU Fellowship is lo-
cated in the Greenbriar Plaza, Unit 
B-15, 301 N. Pagosa Blvd., on the 
north side facing Pagosa Peak. 

We invite all to visit us for a wel-
coming place of love and acceptance. 
Visit our website, PagosaUU.org, 
where you will find information 
about upcoming services and pro-
grams. 

We offer space for ongoing pro-
grams and events at the UU Com-
munity Hub, such as the Tara 
Meditation Group held Sundays 
from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. and Qigong 
practice on Monday afternoons at 1 

p.m. The Wise and Wakeful Circle, 
hosted by Elaine Harding and Sam 
Johnson, meets the fourth Saturday, 
April 25, at 10 a.m. All are welcome 
for mindfulness practice to con-
nect with others while building 
community.

Pagosa Catholic Community 
to commemorate Divine 
Mercy Sunday on April 12
Pagosa Catholic Community

This year marks a beautiful mile-
stone for the Pagosa Catholic Com-
munity as they celebrate the 25th an-
niversary of their local celebration of 
Divine Mercy Sunday, a devotion that 
has drawn countless hearts closer to 
the boundless compassion of Christ. 

What began as a simple invitation 
to trust in Jesus has grown into a cher-
ished annual tradition — one that 
continues to renew, heal and inspire.

The Divine Mercy Novena, given 
to St. Faustina and recorded in her 
1934-1938 diary, begins on April 
3(Good Friday). The nine-day novena 
prayer culminates on Divine Mercy 
Sunday, April 12, with a prayerful 
celebration led by Guiseppe and 

Maureen Margiotta.
As attendees commemorate 25 

years of devotion, they also remem-
ber the message entrusted to St. 
Faustina: “Jesus, I trust in You.” These 
words carry communities around the 
world through seasons of hope, chal-
lenge and renewal. 

This annual gathering invites all 
to pause, give thanks and recommit 
themselves to being instruments of 
mercy in their homes, parish and 
world. 

To honor this special anniversary, 
parishioners and visitors are invited 
to gather for a joyful celebration on 
Divine Mercy Sunday at Pope John 
Paul II Catholic Church. The church 
is located at 353 S. Pagosa Blvd., and 
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Mountain & Meadow
Real Estate
office: 970.264.6673 
409 Lewis Street
P.O. Box 3850
Pagosa Springs, CO 81147 

Residential OppORtunitiesResidential OppORtunities

Shellie Hogue
REALTOR®, BROKER

C: 970.759.8109
ShellieCHogue@gmail.com

www.shelliehogue.com
Licensed since May 2011

Realtors Spirit award in 2012
Served 6 years on the Pagosa Springs 

Area Association of Realtors
President of the Association 2017-2018

1001 Soaring Eagle Court 
$850,000

MLS #822945
2 Bed, 2 Bath, 2,073 sq foot house on 36.44 acres. 
Navajo River Ranch has 2 private entrances into the 
forest. This home has wonderful views of the San 
Juan Mountain Range and great decks. 2 tributaries 
come together to form a seasonal creek called Oil 
Well Creek on the property. 

To tour this home go to:  https://tinyurl.
com/1001SoaringEagleCourt

Price Reduced Under Contract

1231 Ranchland Drive
$290,000

MLS #829827 
40 Acres qualifying for Forest Service Ag which has 
significant fire mitigation done and the property 
taxes are under $200.00 per year. The property bor-
ders the Ute Indian Reservation and has multiple 
flat build areas close to power. There is a single car 
garage and a 3 room bunkhouse on a foundation. 
The bunkhouse is insulated and has a 1200 gallon 
cistern, 2 wood burning stoves and 2 propane heat-
ers. The solar panels power the 12 volt bunkhouse 
functions, pump and lights. The garage is set up to 
accommodate a 22’ RV and you can live for 2 years 
on the property when you are building. Pricing does 
not include the well on the property because the 
well does not have potable water. The kitchen has 
refrigerator, stove and sink. This is a gated commu-
nity close to the Tara Mandela Buddhist Retreat.

109 Carol’s Curves
$198,000

MLS #824583
The mobile home portion of this residence is 500 
square feet. 1304 square feet is stick built. There 
is also a small cabin built in 1993, 576 square feet 
with bath and studio kitchen. The 1.2 acres is par-
tially fenced for dogs and the acreage is all usable. 
The house has large picture windows with very nice 
views. There are 3 outbuildings, the septic has been 
inspected.

To tour this home go to:  https://pspixeltree.
com/109-Carols-Curves

“Christ is risen from the 
dead! Celebrate all 40 days 

of Easter with us. 
Holy Communion, Sundays @ 10am. 

Trinity Anglican Church

246 Harman Park Dr. • trinityanglicanchurch.org

The Tile 
& Carpet Store

M-F 8-4:30  
(970) 731-5282
204 Bastille Dr. 

(N. Pagosa Blvd, Left at Bastille Dr.)

Beautify your home this spring 
with wood, vinyl, tile and carpet

Stop in and browse our wide selection

Hoping 
April showers 

will bring 
May flowers.

the April 12 program will start at 
2:45 p.m. 

Following the program, the 
Knights of Columbus Council 7560 
will host a light reception with food 
and refreshments, which will allow 
attendees time for fellowship as they 
rejoice in God’s mercy. The Knights’ 

generosity reflects the very heart 
of this feast: service rooted in love, 
hospitality and unity.

All are welcome to join for prayer, 
celebration and community as the 
Pagosa Catholic Community honors 
this blessed feast. For more informa-
tion, visit ihmjp2.org or call the Par-
ish Office at (970) 731-5744.

What the new library says about Pagosa
By Barbara Brattin 
PREVIEW Columnist

It surely comes as no surprise 
that when I travel across the United 
States, I stop into every public library. 
Of course I’m looking for good ideas 
to bring home. But, more than that, 
I’m looking for insight into the local 
culture. 

You can immerse in the marketing 
materials of any place you’re looking 
to visit, fawn over the professional 
pictures, and scour all the websites 
and books that match you with the 
best place to retire, the best place to 
raise a family or the most affordable 
towns in America. But if you really 
want to understand a community’s 
culture and if you fit in, visit its public 
library. 

Sometimes what you find is not 
surprising. Enter the children’s sec-
tion of the Berkeley, Calif., public 
library and you will be greeted with 
a sign depicting an immigrant fam-
ily with the caption “You Are Wel-
come Here.” Travel to Miami-Dade 
County’s extensive system of library 
branches and all the signs will be 
in multiple languages, including 
Haitian-Creole. The huge Create and 
Construct section of the Janesville, 
Wis., public library signals that the 
practical do-it-yourself culture of the 
Midwest is very much alive. And the 
Oak Park, Ill., public library’s spe-
cial collections dedicated to Frank 
Lloyd Wright and native son Ernest 
Hemingway speak to local pride, as 
does the Farmington, N.M., public 
library’s collection of Native Ameri-
can artifacts and history.

There are, however, many sur-
prises. One of my favorite library 
displays was in Missoula, Mont., in 
December, and read “Every Month 
is African American History Month.” 
What struck me most about the Salt 
Lake City Public Library was not its 
grandeur, but the staff compassion 
on display. Not only were itinerant 
people warmly welcomed, but spe-
cial classes were offered to help them 
gain fast, employable skills. The same 
is true for Dallas, Texas, where the 
library opens early to offer hot coffee 
and conversation groups for people 
living on the streets. Some small 
towns not known for their wealth 
like Eaton, Colo., have beautifully 
restored Carnegie libraries; other 
towns with greater means have left 
their libraries and parks in disrepair. 

So, what will a newcomer to 
Pagosa Springs learn about our com-

munity as they visit our new building 
for the first time? I have some ideas.

The 300 names that grace the 
donor wall as you walk into the new 
library send a clear message that this 
library was a community effort and 
that many, many people are proud 
to have built it.

The bright new children’s space, 
complete with a garden, is the first 
space you see as you walk through the 
entryway, and says that our children 
are our community’s priority.

The large community room means 
we love to gather together, to talk, to 
learn and to create.

Our new makerspace says we 
support our kids’ future in a high-
tech world where employment will 
require more than basic understand-
ing of technology.

And our surrounding gardens, 
created with the expertise and care 
of community groups, is a true testa-
ment to our love of this magnificent 
place we call home.

I am proud of what we’re creating 
in Pagosa, and I hope you are, too. 
There are still many ways to help us 
get to our goal. Watch for our call for 
volunteers in advance of moving day. 
Contribute as you can. And if you’re 
feeling especially generous, naming 
opportunities are still available.

Thank you for all you’re doing to 
create this wonderful place that will 
serve our community for genera-
tions.

Construction update
The parking lot is no more as we 

transition to a large community gar-
den on the west side of the building. 
Our entrance remains the same and 
so does parking. 

You’ll notice the Zircons are gone, 
providing you with a full view of the 
construction site while traveling 
down Put Hill. 

June marks a big transition as we 
switch from the old side to the new 
side. We’ll transfer service to the 
new section while the old section 
gets a facelift. In late August, the two 
portions will be combined into one 
big, beautiful building. Our grand 
opening is tentatively set for Labor 

Day weekend. 
Follow us on Facebook for peri-

odic pictures of progress.

Are you participating in 
the Spring Reading  
Challenge?

Think of our Spring Reading Chal-
lenge as a warm up to our Summer 
Reading events. Get in the habit of 
recording your reading time on our 
Beanstack app and win prizes as 
you go. 

You can earn up to 18 unique 
badges through reading and doing 
short activities. Readers who log 10 
hours complete the challenge and 
can come to the library for their 
reward. 

Pagosa read 54,530 minutes dur-
ing our Winter Reading Challenge. 
Can we beat our own record? Hurry, 
the challenge ends April 15.

Collecting for local food 
banks

If you have an extra can or two of 
food you can share, or some dried 
food in sturdy packaging, please 
bring it to the library. Our local agen-
cies will pick up and distribute the 
food where it’s needed. 

GED adds citizenship 
classes

If you are working toward your 
general education degree or a high 
school equivalency exam, if you’re 
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Dr. Nylund is excited to care 
for the people of Pagosa 
Springs supported by his 
amazing staff: 
Brit Hilborn, RDH, 
Genesis, and Alejandra. 

2363 Eagle Dr Unit A, Pagosa Springs, CO 81147

970-398-2398
www.blackdiamonddentalofpagosasprings.com

OUR NEW 
PATIENT SPECIAL

Cleaning 
exam, x rays,

and whitening 

$179 All new patients who come into the office 
In March have the choice of  free whitening 
trays or a donation to one of the following:

Aspen House
Habitat for Humanity 
Pagosa Valor Academy

Our Savior Lutheran School
Wolf Creek Ski Team

*Excludes scaling and root planning 
periodontal disease, Boost whitening trays. 

Expires April 17, 2026

The team of 
Black Diamond 
Dental is excited 
to start serving 
the Community.

Helping Pagosans and beyond to make 
their house a home since 1986. 264-4462

WINDOW COVERINGS
Cathy Justus W.F.C.P.
Window Fashions Certified Professional

blinds • shades • verticals • draperies • valances
bedspreads • bed skirts • pillows • cushions • & more

Always deep 
discounts

FREE CORDLESS OPTION on select Graber products
 FREE installation with purchase

working toward your U.S. citizenship 
test, or if you could use a tutoring 
session to help you with your educa-
tional goals, give the library a call at 
(970)264-2209 and we’ll connect you 
with our instructor.

Colorado Parks Passes 
for checkout 

The Ruby Sisson Library has free 
Colorado Parks passes for checkout 
that include a backpack with nature 
guides, binoculars and fun activities. 
Reserve yours today. 

Meet us out in the  
community

Now that we have much less space 
for our operations and no meeting 
rooms during construction, several 
of our regular activities and special 
events are happening in other loca-
tions. 

Please check the listings in this 
column and on your library’s web-
site, pagosalibrary.org, for location 
changes throughout the construc-
tion. If no other location is men-
tioned, the activity will stay at your 
library.

Activities calendars
Pick up monthly calendars at the 

library or check the website, www.
pagosalibrary.org/events-calendar, 
so you don’t miss any of the free pro-
grams, events and activities available 
to you and your family. 

Online author talks
 Our free online author talks with 

New York Times bestselling authors 
continue in April with new authors. 

Sign up to watch live or shop the 
archives to watch to later. Get started 
at pagosalibrary.org/adults.

April 14 at 5 p.m. will feature “On 
Writing Action-Packed and Sus-
penseful Spycraft” with Brad Taylor. 

Conversational Spanish
Our popular Conversational 

Spanish group continues on Mon-
days from 4 to 5 p.m. at St. Patrick’s 
Episcopal Church at 225 S. Pagosa 
Blvd. This is a great opportunity 
to practice your Spanish in a free, 
friendly group setting. No minimum 
skill level is needed.

Family storytime
Wednesdays from 10 to 11 a.m., 

join a free educational hour of read-
ing, singing and free play to build 
early literacy skills. 

Elementary school  
tutoring

Free after-school tutoring for first 
through third grades takes place on 
Wednesdays from 3:30 to 4:30 p.m. 
Registration is required because of 
limited space, so call your library now 
at (970) 264-2209 to enroll your child.

This invaluable tutoring involves 
one-on-one and small-group help for 
math, literacy, writing and spelling.

Note that because of construction 
at the library these sessions will take 

place at the elementary school.

Writers Guild
Thursdays from 9 to 11 a.m., 

Ruby’s Writers Guild welcomes writ-
ers looking for support, guidance, re-
sources and camaraderie with other 
writers at this free gathering.

During construction the group 
will meet at the Pagosa Senior Center, 
451 Hot Springs Blvd. Enter through 
the left side of the building. 

Tech Time 
Free in-person slots are available 

from 2 to 4 p.m. on Thursdays. Taylor 
helps with basic questions relating to 
computers, smartphones and tablets, 
and also provides assistance in ac-
cessing the library’s online resources. 
No appointment is needed, but 
please bring your device’s charger 
and passwords with you. 

English as a second  
language classes on 
hold

We’re pausing our ESL classes for 
a few months. They will resume this 
summer. 

New books collections 
brimming with  
interesting titles 

For a full list of new titles and to 
reserve your copy, go to www.pago-
salibrary.org and choose Search the 
Catalog at the top of the screen.

Don’t forget, if there is a waiting 
list for the book, it may be available 
now as an e-book or e-audiobook on 
CloudLibrary or Libby.

New fiction
• “In the Fields of Fatherless 

Children” by Pamela Steele is a love 
story set in 1960s Appalachia dur-
ing the Vietnam war and follows a 
young couple torn apart by a divided 
country and their long-standing fam-
ily feud.

• “The House of Hidden Letters,” a 
novel by Izzy Broom, follows a lottery 
winner who buys a run-down house 
in Greece and discovers the hidden 
past of the house and its former in-
habitants.

• “The Social Circle,” a new novel 
by Sophie Wan, is set at UC Berkeley, 
where a group of college students 
form the first social media platform 
and pass through phases of friend-
ship and estrangements.

New in large print
• “Ladies in Waiting: Jane Austen’s 

Unsung Characters” is a compilation 
of short stories from modern authors 
including Adriana Trigiani, Elinor 
Lipman and Eloise James.

• “The Meaning of Your Life” is 
the new title from happiness expert 
Arthur Brooks.

• “Daughter of Egypt” by Marie 
Benedict stars Lady Evelyn Herbert, 
daughter of the archaeologist cred-
ited with finding the treasure-filled 
tomb of Pharaoh Tutankhamun.

New nonfiction
• “Good Money: Six Steps to Build-

ing a Financial Life with Purpose” is 
by John Coleman.

• “The Intelligent Crypto Investor” 
is by John Hardgrave.

• “Days of Love and Rage: A Story 
of Ordinary People Forging a Revo-
lution,” set in Syria, is from author 
Anand Gopal, a regular contributor 
to “The New Yorker.”

Library
n continued from previous page
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Arts
Line

Artist’s 
Lane

(970) 731-3335
505 Piedra Rd.
Open 7-6  Mon. - Thur.

Piedra Automotive

An aggressive all-terrain tire that is specifically designed 
to conquer any terrain during any condition for any adventure.

INTRODUCING

24-HOUR TOWING & EMERGENCY ROADSIDE ASSISTANCE

• MILETECH technology for added strength, 
impact protection, and enhanced sidewall

• THREE-PEAK MOUNTAIN SNOWFLAKE
• Can handle EXTREME TERRAIN, but provide 

a comfortable and quiet ride on highway

• 30-Day Ride Guarantee
• 55K Mile Limited Warranty*
• Road Hazard Program*

*Exclusions apply

Love has prevailed another year
By Betty Slade
PREVIEW Columnist

As I observed my Sweet Al trip-
ping over his oxygen cord wrapped 
around his legs, pulling at it and 
curling it into a circle, then unravel-
ing it, and starting all over again, I 
thought about life. He struggles with 
little things, the right shoe on the 
right foot. Talking into the television 
remote. No answer. Not hanging up 
the phone. Everyone panics, “Where 
are you? The phone is off the hook.” 
Letting the water run and hiding 
things only to lose them. This is his 
world.

Our 66-year wedding anniversary 
came up April 1. At the time, reciting 
our marriage vows, we had no idea 
what we were agreeing to. It didn’t 
matter; we didn’t see anything but 
each other. Oh, to be that blind and 
in love.

There were several who told us we 
weren’t going to make it. They saw the 
pitfalls. Love has a way of navigat-
ing around the pitfalls. And if these 
people were alive today, they would 
wonder how we are still standing and 
holding hands. I’d tell them, “Love 
prevailed. God’s love preserved this 
marriage.” 

I really believe there was an out-
side force, namely God, who saw the 
bigger picture, and, out of His love 
for us, He knew we were meant for 
each other, and the pitfalls were just 
a positive plus to teach us how to truly 
love each other.

Our grandson is planning his wed-
ding this summer and he’s so in love 
he can’t see straight. So is she. I see 
some pitfalls, but who am I to rob this 
young couple of the joy of living, and 

learning how to truly love each other? 
Loving is a God thing.

My nephew asked me if I would 
marry into this family again. I said, 
“No.” My children stared at me. I 
read their minds. Embarrassed, I 
gave a sheepish, “Yes.” I understood 
where he was coming from. His 
side of the family, Al’s brother and 
mother, gave him trouble until the 
day they passed away. They also 
did the same to me. I used to think 
my job in the family was to rescue 
Al. Al couldn’t escape his family, 
didn’t want to, and I wouldn’t play 
their game.

Today, I observe that God gave 
me the greatest gift of all. Al loved me 
unconditionally. It’s my time to love 
him the same way. I didn’t rescue 
Al, but he rescued me. We are in the 
last chapter of these love vows we 
took in 1960.

It is love for their daddy which 
caused our family to come together 
to take care of him. Al is never left 
alone. They are serving their dad, 
protecting our Sweet Al and making 
sure he knows he’s loved. 

My daughter picked up her daddy 
and took him on a Saturday after-
noon date. She drove him to Walmart 
to look for a pair of blue jeans. She 
was laughing as she told me how he 
went in wearing both socks and came 
out of the store with one.

She said, “I know he had both 
socks on when we went into the 
store.” She spent 15 minutes look-
ing all over Walmart. Patting him 
down, she found his sock inside 
the pant leg of the opposite leg. She 
chuckled, “It’s a mystery how it got 
in the other pant leg. Daddy is the 
little boy I never had. I’m raising 
Daddy now.”

I laughed. I told her I knew exactly 
what she was saying. It seems I’m 
raising Al, too. “I was waiting to get 
on Zoom for a morning meeting. He 
was standing to my side, ‘butt-naked’ 
waiting for me to help him put on his 
clothes.”

My daughter gasped. “Oh no. 
What did you do?”

“Thank the Lord, Zoom wasn’t 
letting me in.” 

My eyes, I’m sure, were the size 
of saucers. I lurched forward in my 
chair. My fingers pounded every key. 
Frantically, I turned off my video and 
audio. Composed myself. Dressed 
him. Shook my head, took him to 
watch “Mountain Men” on television, 
then continued with my morning 
meeting.

Final brushstroke: It’s good we 
didn’t listen to other people’s opin-
ions. Funny how those pitfalls aren’t 
that important any more. Keeping my 
Sweet Al safe, fed with a good meal, 
dressed, with a haircut for church, 
shoes on the right feet, he is all our 
family cares about today. Another 
year has flown by. As I observe life 
from where I am today, love has 
prevailed.

Send your comment to bettyslade.
author@gmail.com.

Views expressed do not necessarily 
represent those of The SUN.
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DECKS
GARAGES
STEEL BUILDINGS

50 years in business
5-star rating on Angie’s List
Insured
Local references

Lifetime Decks 
Wood & Trex Decks

Call:  (970)398-4308 (office)

 (970)946-3666 (cell)

BJ Jones and Lars Schneider, owners, have spent a 
combined total of over 45 years in Pagosa Springs. 
As long-time locals, we operate with small-town 
hospitality without the “Pagosa-time mentality.” Your 
time is as valuable as ours, so we operate with 
punctuality. 
Mountain Men Disaster Mitigation is here to service 
you and your family through providing quality in our 
work, and being timely and efficient. 
Don’t forget to check your crawl spaces for standing 
water. Water mixed with the normal environments 
produced in a crawlspace is the perfect breeding 
ground for microbial growth. We also offer sump pump 
system installations and repairs as well as moisture 
barriers. Call today for a free evaluation!

NATIONALLY LICENSED             INSURED             LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED

Please check out our most recent blog on 
‘Simple Home Checks That 

Prevent Major Losses.’

Lars Schneider
970-946-0238

BJ Jones
970-749-9028

DISASTER 
RESTORATION  

FLOOD MITIGATION
CRAWLSPACE 
INSPECTIONS/

WORK
Fire Restoration
Water Extraction

Mold Remediation
Structural Drying

Smoke and Odor 
Removal

MountainMenDM.com • mail@mountainmendm.com 

A1Taxi Service
970-585-4903

8am-8pm Sunday-Thursday
8am-10pm Friday and Saturday

 or by appointment!

Fully licensed and insured! 
Smoke-free vehicles!

Local discount system- just ask! 

Reliability 
Matters!

Courtesy 
Counts!

PUC 16400, MCT 0021, DOT 2842985

Tutus, trash and town pride: TrashBash a success
By Paula Jo Miller
WomenConnect

On the morning of Saturday, April 
4, the east side of Pagosa Springs 
witnessed a peculiar and powerful 
sight: a fleet of more than 20 women 
dressed in colorful tutus and cos-
tumes, armed with trash pickers and 
a mission of stewardship. 

This wasn’t just a costume parade; it 
was the inaugural TrashBash, a Wom-
enConnect initiative designed to bring 
women together to pitch in and clean 
up the riverfront and high-traffic areas 
near the town’s east-side entrance.

The group spent two hours tack-
ling the litter that had accumulated 
along the riverfront and in our shared 
spaces. We collected several dozen 
bags filled with abandoned tents and 
clothes, paper and plastic debris, and 
even a full set of golf clubs.

Why we did it
Yes, it can be frustrating to col-

lect litter left by others. If we each 
cared about our land just a little bit 
more, we could make a significant 
difference. 

But, these women showed up 
for the landscape they love and left 
with an immense sense of pride 
that comes from taking direct action 
to protect our beautiful mountain 
home.

A community partnership
The success of the day was made 

possible with the generous support of 
the Town of Pagosa Springs. 

The town provided high-visibility 
vests, trash pickers and heavy-duty 
trash bags. Furthermore, town crews 

were on standby to immediately 
collect the several dozen full bags as 
soon as we finished.

Looking forward
The TrashBash is more than a 

onetime event; it is a living roadmap 
for future town stewardship. 

WomenConnect plans to partner 
and host more cleanup sessions 

across different areas of Pagosa 
Springs. We invite you to join us for 
future events. Whether you come in a 
tutu or your more comfortable trash-
picking gear, your participation helps 
us maintain our beautiful town.

For more information about fu-
ture WomenConnect and TrashBash 
events, email pswomenconnect@
gmail.com or text (214) 415-2952. 

Photo courtesy Paula Miller
The TrashBash crew poses for a photo before cleaning up the riverfront area on the east side of Pagosa 
Springs on Saturday, April 4.
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Pagosa Scene . . .
Photos courtesy Shanna Robb and 

Gene Tautges
Scene ... Approximately 100 Chris-
tians walk as part of the Good 
Friday Pilgrimage on Friday, April 
3. The pilgrimage was followed by 
Stations of the Cross. The event 
was organized by the Pagosa 
Catholic Community and led by 
Father Samuel Auta.

Good Friday 
Pilgrimage
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n See Faith on next page

Debbie Loewen
Employing Broker

debbie@ownpagosa.com 
(970) 946-3480

Seller’s Representative Specialist
Accredited Buyer’s Representative 

2016 & 2018 Spirit Award
 2019 Realtor of the Year

448 Pagosa Street  • Smack dab in the middle of 
Historic Downtown Pagosa Springs, at the crosswalk!

Serving Pagosans for over 30 years. 
2026 office hours may vary due to road construction, please call with questions.

I NEED YOU!
All my 
HOME listings 
have SOLD.
I need more listings!
Call me TODAY 
to list your property.

Bird of the Week

ASPHALT PAVING and SEAL-COATING
Driveways, Parking Lots, Subdivisions 

Local References, High Quality, Competitive Rates
30+ Years Experience 

Call or text: 602-448-4936

ASPHALT

Photo courtesy Charles Martinez
This week’s Bird of the Week, compliments of the Weminuche Audubon 
Society and Audubon Rockies, is the gadwall. 

The male gadwall’s colors are less flashy than those of many other 
duck species, earning it the nickname of gray-duck. But his beauty is 
underrated, and magnification reveals a fine pattern of wavy lines all over 
his gray body. He has touches of brown and rust colors on his head and 
back, and a black rump — a distinctive field mark even at a distance. 

Brownish females resemble mallards, but often display a small white 
patch of folded wing feathers at the rear. Courtship displays and pair 
bond formation occur in fall, four to five months before breeding occurs. 
If you can pick out the male gadwall in winter and spring, the female is 
often close by. 

Gadwalls are dabbling ducks that rarely dive and primarily feed on 
the leaves and stems of submerged aquatic vegetation. When these 
foods are out of reach, they will wait for coots and diving ducks to sur-
face and snatch food from their mouths. During the breeding season, 
invertebrates are added to their diet. Females especially need the extra 
protein for egg production. 

Outside breeding season, gadwalls can be found on small bodies of 
water with submerged vegetation across the United States. Breeding 
occurs primarily in the prairie pothole regions of the Great Plains states 
and the Canadian prairies, where they require areas of well-vegetated wet-
lands for feeding that are adjacent to areas of dense brush and grasses 
to hide their nests and ducklings. More than other ducks, they prefer 
to nest on island areas within a wetland for protection from predators. 

As is typical with many duck species, the pair bond breaks when 
incubation of the eggs begins, and the male leaves to molt his breeding 
plumage. Females care for their young until they are independent at 
around 10 weeks old. 

Related to their requirement to seek habitat with well-hidden nest 
sites, gadwall have higher nest success rates than other prairie-nesting 
birds. Since the 1980s, their numbers and range in North America have 
increased.

For information on events, visit www.weminucheaudubon.org and 
www.facebook.com/weminucheaudubon/.

SpiritFire 
Inspirational 
Living Center 
announces 
upcoming events
By Shayla McClure
SpiritFire Inspirational Living Center

Save the date for the following 
activity at the SpiritFire Inspirational 
Living Center:

• April 22, 11 a.m.: Earth Day 
meditation and drumming. A $10 
donation will be collected. Contact 
(970) 510-0309 for more information.

• April 26, 11 a.m.: Vietnam Vet-
erans Giveback Day. There will be a 
service at 11 a.m. with refreshments 
after. For more information and to 
reserve your space, contact (970) 
510- 0309.

• May 1, 6 p.m.: Full Moon Drum-
ming Circle. Join us at Xanadu for 
a flower moon celebration. A $10 
donation will be collected. Contact 
(970) 510-0309 to reserve your spot.

May 3, 11 a.m.: Sunday service at 
Xanadu.

About us
The SpiritFire Inspirational Liv-

ing Center is a 501(c)(3). We are an 
all-inclusive community honoring 
all lifestyles, cultures and religious 
paths to the Divine. We are the 
“Good Vibe Tribe” who practices 
Science of Mind principles of posi-
tive thinking. 

The vision of SpiritFire Inspira-
tional Living Center is to empower 
each participating member to be-
come their “best self.” Our mission 
is to create a world that works for 
everyone through self empower-
ment and awareness of the creator’s 
divinity.

We welcome local talents to share 
gifts, aptitudes and knowledge.

SpiritFire Inspirational Living 
Center events are held at Xanadu 
private retreat. Obtain information 
by joining us, emailing pagosacom-
munitynewthought@gmail.com or 
texting/calling (970) 510-0309.

Arts
Line

A Matter 
of Faith

Develop your talents and share them with the world
By Gregg Heid
Special to The PREVIEW

God created humanity in His 
own image — male and female. The 
glory of God is a human fully alive, 
meaning living as the best version of 
oneself. This best self is someone who 
does what they love, using their tal-
ents to the fullest, all for God’s glory.

Scripture teaches that talents — 
both natural and spiritual — come 
from God.

Talents are meant to be devel-
oped, not hidden (Parable of the 
Talents, Matthew 25:14-30), and 
should be used in service to God 
and people (1 Corinthians 12:4, 7). 
David, a skilled harpist, warrior and 

king, used his gifts to serve God and 
others (1 Samuel 16:18). Joseph, once 
a slave, rose to power by wisely using 
his God-given abilities to save Egypt 
during famine.

God honors skill and diligent 
work. Proverbs 22:29 praises those 
skilled in their work, and Proverbs 31 
celebrates a virtuous woman using 
her talents in business and charity. 
Samson, set apart by God from birth, 

performed incredible feats showing 
God’s power even when his motives 
were flawed (Judges 13-16).

Modern examples like golfer Scot-
tie Scheffler demonstrate using God-
given talents with humility and faith. 
Scheffler prioritizes God and fam-
ily above sport, showing how faith 
shapes talent. Similarly, athletes like 
Usain Bolt, 100-meter record holder 
for years; Candace Parker, WNBA 
legend; and Fernando Mendoza, 
quarterback for the national cham-
pion Indiana Hoosiers, give glory to 
God for their gifts and successes.

Talents are visible like a beautiful 
sunset. Whether used for God’s glory 
or personal pride, they reflect His 
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Extension 
Viewpoints

ACROSS
1 Pendulum paths
5 Gulf War missile
9 Chipping choice

13 European auto
14 Scorn, with "at"
15 Junction point
16 Top spot
17 Projectile points 

of old
19 Stepped in for
21 German surreal-

ist Max
22 How great 

minds think?
23 Bull's-eye hitter
25 Aquatic nymph
27 Really close 

game, say
32 Combative
34 Mythical ship
35 Word on a door
36 Generous ones
38 Altar 

constellation
39 Chemical 2 Chinese food 30 Everglades 49 Amazes

endings staple wader 50 Sunday service
41 Reversed on 3 Office seeker 31 Map lines 51 "The Good 

appeal 4 Out of this world 33 Excelled Earth" wife
43 Colander 5 Flying Toasters, 37 Port city of India 52 Marine: Abbr.

cousins e.g. 40 Greyhound 53 Online admins
45 Takes a 6 Firewood lookalikes 54 Petty quarrel

breather quantity 42 Press statement 56 Text-scanning 
46 Salacious look 7 Area 51 craft 44 Cloth and cash tech
47 ''Love ___ you 8 Airport in TX endings 57 Phillies' div.

need'' (Beatles 9 Lack of activity 48 Some cameras, 
lyric) 10 Speckled steed for short

49 Love, in Lyon 11 Racetrack ratio
52 Colts and 12 Place to brood

Cowboys 14 Quarterback's 
55 Revels in the woe

moment 18 Rosemary, e.g.
58 Resting on 20 Staffers
59 Actor Morales 23 Like some port-
60 This puzzle has folios

72 24 Red flag
61 Fountain fare 25 April, May and 
62 Tax form IDs June, e.g.
63 Sent back: Abbr. 26 Insurance 
64 Prefix with broker

"while" 28 ABC or NBC, 
e.g.

DOWN 29 Certain worker 
1 Not nigh at the UN

Week of 4/6/26 - 4/12/26 
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handiwork. Achievements in music, 
art and science, like Beethoven’s sym-
phonies, Einstein’s theories, Adele’s 
voice and Michelangelo’s paintings 
reveal God’s work through human 
creativity and intellect (Acts 17:28).

Doing what we love is a gift from 
God. He plants desires in our hearts 
and gives us the capacity to fulfill 
them. Pursuing these gifts with joy 
and discipline is part of God’s grace. 
Not everyone is called to the same 

roles, but each person has unique 
gifts to bless the world. We all are 
alive on this earth at this time and 
place for a reason.

To find your gift, look within for 
the desires God has placed in your 
heart; develop them and share them 
for your joy and His glory.

This column may include both 
fiction and nonfiction, and views 
expressed do not necessarily represent 
those of The SUN. Submissions can be 
sent to editor@pagosasun.com.

Faith
n continued from previous page

Plant profile: thistles
By Ethan Proud
PREVIEW Columnist

We’re going to get this article out 
of the way early on in the season, as 
it’s the plant family I get the most 
calls about. 

Thistles are the most unpopular 
noxious weed in Archuleta County 
and for good reason: They are ev-
erywhere. 

There are five listed species of 
thistle on the Colorado Noxious 
Weed List, a list that was created 
by the Colorado Noxious Weed Act 
which mandates that all landowners 
in Colorado manage noxious weeds 
on their land. 

Noxious weeds are introduced 
plants which wreak havoc on our 
ecosystems, agriculture production, 
economies and, in some cases, public 
health. Not all thistles that occur in 
Archuleta County are noxious weeds, 
as there are about 20 native thistle 
species in Colorado.

Besides being just unpleasant to 
be around due to their spikey nature, 
noxious thistles crowd out native 
vegetation and reduce forage values 
in pastureland. Invasive thistle plants 
are excellent at forming a monocul-
ture and reducing the biodiversity 
that our ecosystems need to thrive. 

The five noxious species of thistle 
are: musk, bull, scotch, plumeless 
and Canada. All but plumeless occur 
in Archuleta County. 

Musk, bull, and scotch thistle are 
biennials that live for two seasons be-
fore producing seed and dying. These 
plants should be controlled prior to 
seed production by either manual or 
mechanical removal or herbicides. 

Canada thistle is a perennial 
with a creeping root system, like an 
aspen grove, and pulling, digging or 
mowing are not particularly effective, 
though they can keep a population in 
check if done diligently. Herbicide is 
the best option for controlling Cana-
da thistle, and a fall application after 
seed production is most effective. 

Before choosing which control 
method you prefer or would be most 
effective, proper identification is 
important. If the plant in question is 
one of our native thistles, no action is 
needed. When you determine that it 
is a noxious thistle, it’s important to 
figure out whether its Canada thistle 
or one of the biennials. 

At any given site, you may have 
several of the thistle species present. 
Canada and musk thistle are the most 
prevalent in Archuleta County, and 
there is considerable overlap in their 
populations. Canada thistle may be 
treated in the early summer with fair 
efficacy and musk thistle rosettes can 
be treated in the fall, or both species 
could be treated twice a year per the 
herbicide label guidelines. 

Herbicide treatments on thistles 
can also be paired with mowing or 
mechanical removal. Using more 
than one type of control is known 
as integrated management and will 
often yield better results than solely 
relying on one method of control.

When managing thistle, it is im-
portant to recognize the native 
species, as they provide ecosystem 
services without outcompeting the 
surrounding vegetation. Native 
thistles have white, yellow or brown 
blooms and are less spikey and often 
a glaucous (blue/green/gray) color. 
When in doubt, send a photo of your 
thistle to the Weed and Pest Depart-
ment for an ID. 

Archuleta County Weed and Pest 
is your local resource for managing 
noxious weed populations and con-
trolling other pests.

Seed potatoes, seed  
onions for sale

Seed potatoes and seed onions 
are for sale. Place your order today 
for Colorado certified and non-GMO 
seed potatoes. Five varieties of pota-
toes are available. 

Order by April 30 and pick up your 
potatoes May 12, 13 and 14 at the 
CSU Extension Office. Visit archuleta.
extension.colostate.edu or call (970) 
264-5931to learn more and place 
your order today.

Learn to can jam
Join us to learn to can raspberry 

jam on April 16 at 5:30 p.m. at the 
CSU Extension office. The cost is $25 



Summit 
Dental Spa
Now accepting new patients

Gentle, compassionate cleanings 
in a relaxing spa-like environment, 

by hygienists

Benefits of an 
Independent 
Hygiene Practice
• More time with the hygienist
• Prevention focused care
• Honest treatment 

recommendations
• No pressure from the dentist to 

schedule treatment
• No paying for a $75 dental 

exam at every single visit
• Referrals to the dentist or 

specialist best suited to your 
needs

Services:
• Adult/child cleanings
• Holistic/traditional options
• Periodontal assessments/  
 maintenance
• Deep cleaning
 (scaling & root planing (SRP))
 - Most competitive SRP rate in town
• Whitening options

We believe that all dental appointments should begin and end with 
TMJ, neck & shoulder massage to calm the patient’s nervous system 

and create an experience that they look forward to!

Call or text to schedule (970) 585-4424
190 Talisman Drive #D4 • Pagosa Springs, Colorado

www.SummitDentalSpa.com
OPEN ONE SATURDAY PER MONTH

Free
take-home whitening tray 

at your first cleaning

15 years of experience

Dorothy & Brit
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Your Garage Door Works Hard, Give it a Tune Up!

$20 discount on lube & tuneMention ad to receive discount.
• Sales • Service 
• Installation

BEARFOOTGARAGEDOORS.COM
970-731-4999

Family-owned and locally operated.

per person/couple for one jar of jam. 
Learn all the latest food safety preser-
vation practices. Call (970) 264-5931 
to register today.

CPR and first aid classes
CPR and first aid certification 

classes are offered every other month 
at the CSU Extension building, gen-
erally on the third Monday and 
Wednesday from 6 to 10 p.m. The 
cost for the classes is $80 for com-
bined CPR/first aid and $55 for CPR, 
first aid or recertification. Call the 
Extension office at (970) 264-5931 
to register. 

Check out the online option on 

our website, archuleta.extension.
colostate.edu.

Join the fair board
Join the Archuleta County Fair 

Board and make history. Be a part 
of preserving the rich heritage and 
timeless tradition of the Archuleta 
County Fair and help plan the 75th 
anniversary Fair in 2026. 

You’ll contribute to an annual 
tradition that brings our community 
together, supports local agriculture 
and creates lasting memories for 
generations to come. To learn more, 
contact Tonya Steadmon at tstead-
mon@archuletacounty.gov or (970) 
264-5931.

Viewpoints
n continued from previous page

Safety starts at home: fall prevention tips for seniors
By Ricardo Martinez
PREVIEW Columnist

Falls are one of the leading causes 
of injury among seniors, but many 
can be prevented with simple safety 
measures at home. 

Reducing clutter, securing loose 
rugs and keeping walkways clear 
can significantly lower the risk of 
tripping. Proper lighting is essential, 
especially in hallways, staircases 
and bathrooms, so installing bright 
bulbs and night lights can help im-
prove visibility. Adding grab bars in 
bathrooms, using nonslip mats in 
showers and ensuring handrails are 
sturdy on stairs can provide extra 
stability. 

Wearing well-fitting, nonslip foot-
wear indoors is another easy but ef-
fective way to maintain balance and 
prevent slips.

In addition to making the home 
safer, staying physically active plays 
a key role in fall prevention. Regular 
movement helps improve strength, 
flexibility and coordination, all of 
which are critical for maintaining 
balance. 

The Archuleta Senior Center sup-
ports this effort by offering stretching 
and mobility exercises every Tuesday 
from 10 to 11 a.m., providing a safe 
and supportive environment for 
seniors to stay active. 

Participating in programs like 
these, along with reviewing medica-
tions with health care providers to 
avoid side effects like dizziness, can 
greatly reduce fall risks. Taking these 
proactive steps helps seniors remain 
independent, confident and safe in 
their own homes.

Senior Conversations
The very popular Senior Conver-

sations with local Bill Salmansohn 
takes place on Mondays from 1:15 to 
2:15 p.m. at the Senior Center. 

Salmonsohn brings to the conver-
sations a variety of topics designed to 
stimulate discussions within a safe 
and comfortable environment as we 
explore our well-being and shared 
experiences.

This is a unique opportunity to 
connect with others in the Archuleta 

community, fostering sharing and 
friendships.

Snacks will be provided.
Afterward, hosted by Robin Wil-

liams, stay for a get-together created 
for those who wish to continue the 
conversation. This opportunity is 
typically from 2:30 to 3:30 p.m., fol-
lowing Senior Conversations. The 
group occasionally reconvenes as an 
informal gathering at various local 
restaurants.

Stretching and mobility 
weekly class

Community members are invited 
to attend free weekly classes every 
Tuesday from 10 to 11 a.m. at the 
Senior Center at 451 Hot Springs 
Blvd., in the back of the Ross Aragon 
Community Center. 

The stretching and mobility class-
es for adults age 55 or better are 
designed to help build balance in the 
body through functional exercises 
that aim to improve mobility and 
flexibility. 

Participants will have the oppor-
tunity to enjoy a variety of techniques 
that can help enhance overall move-
ment efficiency. 

Though not necessary, a mat is 
recommended for this class. 

The program is instructed by local 
ballet dance instructor Dee Pitchon, 
who will provide modifications to 
ensure the safety and effectiveness 
of the exercises. 

Mahjong
Mahjong is a 19th century Chinese 

tile-based game that is commonly 
played with four players. Each player 
receives 13 tiles with a goal to make 
matching sets and pairs (like poker). 
To win, a player must form four sets 
and one pair. 

Come to the Senior Center to play 
every Tuesday at 1:15 p.m.

Bridge 
The game of bridge is held on 

Tuesdays and Wednesdays at 1:15 
p.m. 

Bridge is a four-player card game 
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All real estate advertising in this newspaper is sub-
ject to the Fair Housing act which makes it illegal to
advertise "any preference limitation or discrimination
based on race, color, religion, sex, handicap, famil-
ial status, or national origin, or an intention, to make
such preference, limitation or discrimination." Famil-
ial status includes children under the age of 18 living
with parents or legal custodians, pregnant women
and people securing custody of children under 18.

This newspaper will not knowingly accept any ad-
vertising for real estate which is in violation of the
law. Our readers are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised in this newspaper are available on
an equal opportunity basis. To complain of discrimi-
nation call HUD toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. The toll-
free number for the hearing impaired is 1-800-927-
9275.

HUD
Publisher's Notice

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

with partners sitting opposite each 
other around a table. It is a trick-
taking card game using a standard 
52-card deck. Come alone or bring 
a partner.

Hand and foot card game
Whether you are new to hand and 

foot or interested in learning, please 
join us most Tuesdays at 1:15 p.m. at 
the Senior Center. 

This card game involves four 
rounds, with the final round reached 
sometime between two and three 
hours later. Plan to stay and meet 
some new friends or catch up with 
those you have missed. 

No experience is necessary, so 
come willing to learn.

Emotional freedom 
On the second Thursday of the 

month from 1:30 to 2:30 p.m., join the 
“Tappers,” who practice a self-regu-
lation technique to relieve symptoms 
of anxiety, depression, insomnia and 
more.

Everything you need to get started 
is included in this fun, engaging, 
supportive class taught by Judith 
Newman, LPC.

Mindful drawing
Mindful drawing is an easy-to-

learn, relaxing and fun way to cre-
ate beautiful images by drawing 
structured patterns. Join our friendly 
instructor, Roberta Strickland. 

Classes are every Wednesday from 
1:30 to 3 p.m. in the Senior Center.

This activity is open to all ages. 
Help us create an intergenerational 
community. For those under 18 and/
or with disabilities, you are welcome 
to join us, but we kindly ask you to 
please bring an adult chaperone 
with you.

Mexican train dominoes
Mexican train dominoes meets 

on Wednesdays at 1:15 p.m. at the 
Senior Center.

Ruby’s Writers Guild
The Ruby’s Writers Guild meets 

on Thursdays from 8:45 to 10:30 a.m. 
The guild is an informal group that 
meets to support writers of all genres 
and experiences. It supports writers 
through friendly critique, resources, 
discussion, and literary and cul-
tural activities. Bring your secret idea 
drafts or completed manuscripts. 
Come join the group.

Tai chi chih
Tai chi classes are on Thursdays 

from 1:30 to 2:30 p.m. in the Senior 
Center. 

Tai chi chih is not a martial art, 
but rather a tool for self-healing. 
Softness, flow and effortlessness are 
the guiding principles in this medita-
tive practice. The 19 movements and 
one pose are designed to stimulate, 
circulate and balance the vital energy 
that is inherent in all of us.

Bingo
Join us for bingo on Friday, April 

24, at 1:30 p.m.
Participation is free, and all we ask 

is you bring yourself and a friend for 
an hour of joyful fellowship. We will 
provide prizes for all winners, and 
snacks will also be provided. 

No RSVP is required; just show up. 
All ages are welcome, but we ask 

those 18 and younger to come with 
an adult chaperone. Seats are first 
come, first served.

Scrapbooking and  
crafters club

The Pagosa Springs Scrapbooking 
and Crafters Club continues to hold 
monthly meetings the second Satur-
day of each month from 10 a.m. to 3 
p.m. at the Community Center, 451 
Hot Springs Blvd., within the dining 
hall in the Senior Center. 

This creative tradition has been 
happening since 2005, and we invite 
all creative individuals to come and 
share ideas, connect with new and 
old friends, learn/share creative tech-
niques, share supplies and indulge 
in a potluck lunch together. Bring 
your scrapbooking projects — or any 
crafting project that you may want to 
work on with the group. 

Help us create an intergenera-
tional community. Those ages 18 
and older are welcome. For those 
youth age 17 and younger, we kindly 
request an adult chaperone accom-
pany them. 

If you would like to be added to 
the mailing list, please send your re-
quest to copenhavercreative@gmail.
com and you will receive notification 
each month of the upcoming meet-
ing, along with handy tips and tricks 
for scrapbooking and more.

Share lunch Monday 
through Friday

Join local elders, their friends, 
family and community at the Com-
munity Cafe, also known as the Silver 
Fox’s Den, in person for delicious 
meals Mondays through Fridays at 
the Community Center between 11 
a.m. and 1 p.m. Grab ‘N’ Go pickup 
via our convenient portico is also 
available all week.

To reserve your meal for the day, 
please make your reservation via 
text or phone call to (970) 264-2167 
by 8:45 a.m. weekdays. Please say 
whether it is dine-in or Grab ‘N’ Go.

 Our dining hall is open to all ages 
and welcomes you all with kindness 
and warmth. We provide hot/cold 
meals for anyone in the community 
interested in a nutritious and deli-
cious meal. For those 60 or older we 
request a suggested donation of $6, 
but no one will be turned away. There 
is a $10.50 charge for guests under 
the age of 60. 

Meals include a main course, side 
dish, fruit/dessert, garden salad plus 
beverage. 

Community Cafe menu
Call or text (970) 264-2167 before 

8:45 a.m. Please note that occasion-
ally the menu must be changed on 

short notice.
Thursday, April 9 — Pork carnitas 

with tortilla, beans and Spanish rice, 
garden salad, fruit, and milk.

Friday, April 10 — Beef Marsala, 
mashed potatoes, roasted cauliflow-
er, garden salad, fruit and milk.

Monday, April 13 — Herb-roasted 
chicken, broccoli hollandaise, dinner 
roll, garden salad, strawberry angel 
cake and milk.

Tuesday, April 14 — Pork tender-
loin with cranberry ginger sauce, 

Senior
n continued from previous page
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• Local
• Nights and Weekends 
• Delivery Available!

RENT A CAR

(970) 585-9181(970) 585-9181

Pagosa Auto Rents
$70   per Day

Visit pagosaautorents.com

Stay connected 
on every level
Stream audio anywhere
Omega AI’s Bluetooth® LE audio allows 
smooth listening to TV, music, public 
announcements, etc. through Auracast™ 
technology.

Ears 2 U Hearing Aid Center 
Locally owned and operated for 20 years 

190 Talisman Rd. Ste. C-3 • Pagosa Springs
Call 970-731-4554 to schedule your appointment
coloradohearingaid.com

Gennette 
Erickson

Owner, 
Hearing  Aid Specialist

$500 OFF M
SR

P

Advanced Technology 
Hearing Aids.
Coupon expires April 30, 2026

Take advantage of this 
money-saving offer

Hear with clarity, connect with confidence, and 
live unstoppably—with our most advanced hearing 
technology yet. 

Maintain your awareness — Hear key 
environmental sounds and the start of speech more 
clearly.

Understand speech in noise — Enjoy more control, 
convenience, and connections by pairing Omega AI 
with the My Starkey app.

Hear as you go — Hearing adapts as 
you navigate through different listing 
environments.

A new dimension
in better hearing

Omega AI
Staying connected to more 
everyday moments everywhere 
is now even easier—with 
Omega AI hearing aids.

Unsure if you need a 
hearing aid?
Schedule your FREE Hearing 
test. Call 970-731-4554

roasted rosemary potatoes, garden 
salad, fruit, fig bars and milk.

Wednesday, April 15 — King 
Ranch chicken casserole, pinto 
beans, biscuit, garden salad, fruit, 
chocolate cake and milk.

Thursday, April 16 — Mediterra-
nean stuffed mushroom, couscous, 
wilted spinach, garden salad, fruit, 
vanilla yogurt and milk.

Friday, April 17 — Grilled turkey, 
swiss, tomato sandwich; cheesy cau-
liflower; garden salad; fruit; brownie; 
and milk.

Meals on Wheels
We deliver fresh Meals on Wheels 

five days a week (and provide frozen 
Meals on Wheels for weekends) to 
homebound Archuleta County resi-
dents. The meals are delivered by our 
wonderful volunteers. Call or text us 
at (970) 264-2167 for how to sign up 
for the program.

Text reservations
Don’t forget that we offer a con-

venient texting service for you to 
communicate with us. Text us at 
(970) 264-2167. When texting, please 
include your name, phone number 
and the days you want a meal. If you 
are canceling a reservation, please 
include your name, phone number 
and the days you want to cancel. 

Mountain Express 
Transit senior paratransit 
services

Seniors over the age of 60 can be 
verified to receive services through 
discounted paratransit services, free 
bus rides and pick up at your home 
to bring you to the Senior Center for 
lunch. To become eligible, there is a 
form to complete. 

Older adults needing a ride to 
a local food pantry can contact the 
Mountain Express Transit (MET) to 
schedule a ride with its paratransit 
service.

Call the Archuleta County MET at 
(970) 264-2250 for information.

Medicare assistance by  
appointment

For anyone who needs help en-
rolling and navigating Medicare 

plans, the San Juan Basin Area Agen-
cy on Aging helps with parts A, B and 
D. They can also help you with fraud 
concerns and troubleshooting any 
billing issues you may be having. By 
appointment only. Please call the 
Medicare line at (970) 403-6759 for 
an appointment and where to meet. 

Board vacancies
The ASI Board of Directors has 

positions open. Terms are three 
years with an option to renew for an 
additional term.

Potential candidates should be 
at least 21 years of age or older and 
must have a passion for adult and 
aging services. 

Please stop by our offices at 451 
Hot Springs Blvd. to pick up an ap-
plication or call (970) 264-2167 for 
more information.

For more information about ASI, 
please visit www.psseniors.org.

Support the Senior 
Center

New, starting in 2026, small do-
nations can be deducted without 
itemizing your tax return. It is the 
Permanent Universal Charitable 
Deduction. 

Here’s what this means: For tax 
years beginning after Dec. 31, 2025, 
those who do not itemize can deduct 
up to $1,000 for individual tax filing 
and $2,000 for married couples filing 
jointly.

The goal of this provision is to 
recognize and encourage charitable 
giving across all income levels, po-
tentially boosting donations from 
middle-income households who 
may not itemize their deductions. 
This change has the potential to sig-
nificantly impact charitable giving 
patterns by incentivizing a broader 
base of donors.

You may mail your donation to 
ASI, P.O. Box 3444, Pagosa Springs, 
CO 81147, or please visit our web-
site: www.psseniors.org/ (donation 
button).

Donation checks can be written 
to: Archuleta Seniors Inc.

Another way to donate: Are you 
70.5 years old or better? Do you have 
an IRA from which you need to take a 
distribution? Did you know you can 

make charitable donations directly 
from your IRA without paying taxes 
on the distribution, up to $100,000 
per year? The donation from the ac-
count would be payable to ASI and 
sent to P.O. Box 344, Pagosa Springs, 
CO 81147. This gift option is called 
the IRA charitable rollover or quali-
fied charitable distribution.
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HORSE PANELS- Ponderosa Lumber is your 
Priefert livestock panel dealer. 731-4111.  
Highway 160 on Put Hill. 

10-year old reg. quarter horse paint geld-
ing, very gentle. Knows gaits. Healthy $4,000 
firm. 946-2839

3X3X8 800 LB. GRASS HORSE HAY. 
Quantity discounts. 946-1018, please leave 
message.

WANTED OLDER KIND, GENTLE gelding. 
(970)731-1976, (970)507-0201.

ALFALFA AND GRASS MIX HAY, $5/ bale. 
Organic potatoes, $20 per hundred. 264-
5628. 

QUALITY HORSE HAY. $6 a bale. Local, 
731-5022.

HAY FOR SALE. $7 in the field, $7.25 in the 
barn. 3x3x8 bales, 775 lbs, $85. 731-9504. 

HAY FOR SALE. Barn stored, good grass 
hay, 3’x3’x8’ bales, 775 lbs., $85. Oat hay, 
small bales, 50 lbs., $2. (970)731-5873, 
(970)731-9504. 

SUPER BUY- Moved and TV doesn’t fit. 
Gorgeous 62” Toshiba HD TV with DLP. Must 
sacrifice at $850. Also dry firewood, $100 per 
pickup full. (970)903-3911.

14’ LOW BOY BUMPER PULL equipment 
trailer. Will haul 10K, electric brakes both 
axles. Nice, $2,500. (970)731-9505.

TWO APPLIANCES: 1 GE refrigerator, 21.6, 
no frost. 1 GE gas stove. $200 each OBO. 
946-1737.

NURSERY GROWN ASPENS, all sizes, large 
spruce and pine. Delivery available. High 
Plains Nursery, Inc. Open Mon-Sat., 9a.m. to 
4p.m. 883-4600.

QUEEN BED WITH OAK headboard, frame 
and mattress, $50. 2007 Oster 6 slice toaster 
oven, $25. (970)799-0066. 

8’ SNOWPLOW FOR TOYOTA pickup, 
$1,200. 264-0040.

Classifi eds 264-2101264-2101
 Offi ce Hours: Monday — Friday 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. Classifi ed Deadline: Tuesday 10 a.m.
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RESIDENTIAL RENTALS

RESIDENTIAL RENTALS

VACATION RENTALS

AUTOSFOR SALE

WANTED

LIVESTOCK

RECREATIONAL VEHICLES

PETS

FOR SALE

If you’ve got something to sell
And don’t know what to do,
Call Hi Mesa Truck & Auto
Let us sell it for you!
Cars • Trucks • Tractors • Motor Homes
(no cows or horses, please!)

Call Ben Johnson
Put my 48 years of auto sales experience to work for you! • Financing available
Hi Mesa Truck & Auto • 597 Navajo Trail Dr. • 970-731-4377 • 866-731-4377

ONLY $595/ MONTH for this 2 level, 1,250 
sq. ft. condominium loft. Granite countertops, 
custom fixtures, central heat and air condition-
ing plus much more. Centrally located, walk to 
everything. This like new unit won’t last long. 
Reserve it today. 264-1036.

2 BEDROOM, 2 BATH DUPLEX with garage. 
$600/ month plus security deposit. W/D, 
1,400 sq. ft., lots of storage, on golf course. 
(970)946-4181.

BEAUTIFUL LARGE MOBILE HOME. 3 
bedrooms, 2 baths, screened in porch, lots 
of extra storage. Close to everything, $750/ 
month. Call 903-7150.

2 BEDROOM CONDO on the golf course. 
Available now, $600/ month. (479)244-7141, 
(970)264-5715.

ROOM WITH FREE UTILITIES, free wifi, 
private entrance, cooking facility, private 
bathroom, washer/ dryer available, $450. No 
smoking. 398-0023 

4 BEDROOM, 2 BATH HOUSE with garage 
and fenced-in yard. $650/ month. Call Laura 
at The Real Choice, (970)946-9281.

3 BEDROOM, 2 BATH in Pagosa Lakes area. 
2-car garage, new paint. Appliances included, 
$750. (970)946-9281.

LAKEFRONT UPSTAIRS APARTMENT. 2 
bedrooms, 1 bath, 2-car garage, all appli-
ances, $700/ month. No smoking, pets upon 
approval. (505)334-5687, (505)793-7285.

GOLF COURSE CONDO. 1 bedroom, moun-
tain views, wood burning fireplace, $650/ 
month. No smoking, pets okay with deposit. 
398-0023 

SPACIOUS CONDO, 2 BEDROOM, 3 bath, 
large loft. Sunroom with view, gas heat, new 
carpet. No dogs. $600. 903-2513.

BEST VALUE IN PAGOSA. Excellent condi-
tion 1/1, 2/2 apartment homes. All utilities 
included. Convenient location, walk to uptown 
grocery store. 946-9187.

HOUSE IN TOWN- 3 bedroom, 2.5 bath, 
2,400 sq. ft., 3-story home on 3 city lots with 
2-car heated garage. No smokers, no pets. 
$1,300 per month plus utilities. History and 
average of electric and natural gas usage 
available. Located right on the city limits at 
297 N. 2nd Street (Snowball Road). 946-
1642, please leave message or email terri@
pagosasun.com.

RENTALS: VACATION AND LONG TERM. 
www.teampagosa.com. Call Laura Dan-
iels, (970)946-9281 or Chris Hachenberg, 
(970)903-1188. Broker Associates, The Real 
Choice.

FIRST MONTH’S RENT FREE! 2 bedroom, 2 
bath end unit apartment. Close to downtown, 
quiet, W/D in building, paved road, low utilities, 
water paid. $725. 398-0007.

3 BEDROOM, 2 BATH, wood stove, garage, 
carport. Pet negotiable, no smokers, $700/ 
month, 1st, last and utilities. Lake Forest 
Estates. 731-3471. 

2 BEDROOM, 2 BATH DUPLEX at 578 
E. Golf Pl. Garage, storage, washer/ dryer 
hookups, landlord pays water and garbage. 
$700/ month. 946-7917.

ENERGY EFFICIENT, UNFURNISHED 2 bed-
room, 2 bath condo. Great location in Pagosa 
Lakes area, walking distance to local shops. 
Appliances furnished. $625/ month, long-term 
rent. (608)289-0373.

RV SPACES, $325/ MONTH. Includes satel-
lite TV, Wi-Fi, and other utilities. Please call 
Happy Camper 731-5822. 

FOR RENT 3 BEDROOM, 2 bath nearly new. 
$1,175/ month plus deposit. Phone (970)884-
2594 or (970)749-5956.

QUIET COUNTRY LIVING on private ranch 
3.6 miles from town. Mountain view, cathedral 
ceilings, large array of windows, tile, wood 
floors, exquisitely furnished for 2 occupants. 
References, one-year lease, first, last month’s 
rent plus deposit. All utilities included. No 
smoking, no pets. $899. (970)264-6720, 
(970)946-3987.

HOUSE IN TOWN. 3 bedroom, 2 bath, spa-
cious, clean, bright, new carpet. Reduced 
to $650. 359 South 9th Street. No smokers/ 
pets. 749-5828.

YOUR CHOICE: STUDIO APARTMENT 
plus workshop, $650 or 2 bedroom, 2 bath 
home, garage, washer/ dryer, decks, $900. 
Both newly remodeled, views, national forest 
access, near shopping, quiet neighborhood, 
basic utilities. No smokers, pets negotiable. 
First, damage, references. (970)948-8672 

FOR RENT: SINGLEWIDE MOBILE home. 2 
bedroom, 2 bath. $475/ month, $350 cleaning 
deposit. 354 Canyon Circle, Pagosa Vista. 
731-4906.

SECOND MONTH’S RENT’S FREE. Very 
clean 2 bedroom, 2 bath, 1-car garage du-
plex unit on E. Golf Place. No pets. Available 
now. Rent $695/ month. Call (970)884-2077, 
(970)903-9355. 

3 BEDROOM UNIT in Pagosa Lakes. Newly 
remodeled, new appliances, washer/ dryer, 
cable. Section 8 approved, everything paid. 
$725. (303)838-5585.

REMODELED 3 BEDROOM, 2 bath mobile in 
Vista. All new interior in 2007, well insulated 
for low utility bills, washer/dryer included. First 
month $475, then $595/ month plus deposit 
with lease. No pets/ smokers. 264-8258.

BRAND NEW 1-2 BEDROOM COTTAGES! 
All new construction, great downtown 8th St. 
location. 1-2 bedroom, 1 bath private units. 
Year lease, $700-$750/ month. On-site laun-
dry. NS/NP. Renting now! Call 946-2255.

2 BEDROOM PLUS LOFT, 2 bath house on 
Hills Circle for rent or purchase. W/D, wood 
stove, new carpet, paint, wood floors. No 
smokers; lease; pet considered. $700/ month 
plus electric. (970)453-4943.

TASTEFULLY DESIGNED AND FURNISHED 
1 person studio in quiet neighborhood. Private 
entry, full kitchen and bath, new furniture, 
washer/ dryer, yard. All utilities and Direct TV 
included. No smokers/ pets. 6 month lease 
preferred; $650/ month. 946-2201.

2 PLUS LOFT LODGE CONDO. Partially 
furnished, washer, dryer, fireplace, end unit. 
Great lake and mountain views. No smoking, 
pet considered. $745/ month. (970)485-
2515.

PAGOSA LAKE VIEWS. 3 bedroom in 4-plex. 
Dishwasher, washer/ dryer, utilities paid, free 
cable TV, recently remodeled. $699/ month. 
(303)881-1407.

VACATIONERS. We have fully furnished 
homes and condos for rent by the day, week 
or month. We also have long term places 
available. Pagosa Realty Rentals, located up-
stairs, Frontier Building, Piedra at 160.  (970) 
731-5515. www.pagosarentals.com. 

3 BEDROOM CABIN on Lake Pagosa, fully 
furnished. Groups of 6 or less. Weekly and 3 
night minimum rates. (707)864-8350, www.
vacationhomes.com/20810.

XMAS RENTAL- RIVER FRONT lodge 
between hot springs and ski area. 3/2 luxury, 
sleeps 6-8, $300/ night, 5 night minimum. 
264-4866. 

COTTAGE, 2 BEDROOM, 2 BATH, laundry, 
garage, sleeps 6. Lake Pagosa. Daily, weekly, 
monthly rates. (970)731-3694.

ON THE LAKE: New 1 or 2 bedroom, 1 bath. 
Weekly and daily rates. No pets, no smokers. 
Fishing dock, hot tub. For information, call 
(970)749-4769.

3 BEDROOM, 2 BATH HOME, fully furnished, 
Pagosa Lakes. Weekly and three-night mini-
mum rates. Sleeps 9. Email for information 
and pictures, denverrenter@gmail.com.

RESORT CONDOS AND HOMES. Daily from 
$85 plus weekly, monthly. Sunetha, 731-4344 
or sunetha.com.

‘06 Honda CRV EX, auto, sunroof, new tires, 
71k mi. $14,400 #09-10xu 946-4397

WWW.SALSMOTORCORRAL.COM. Visit us 
online to view current inventory and pricing. 

1979 CJ-5 JEEP. Runs good, some rust, mov-
ing must sell, $1,200 OBO. (970)759-6630.

2000 CHEVY 2500 PICKUP. 4-door, 4X4. 
$5,000 OBO. Good condition. 946-6803.

1998 DODGE RAM 1500. 4X4, extended 
cab, low miles, excellent condition! Garaged, 
tuned, new clutch. Near new studded tires! 
$8,499 OBO. 903-2492. 

2002 ARCTIC CAT SNOWMOBILE. 440RZ 
Snow Pro Sno. Runs great and fast. $1,500 
OBO. (970)946-8526.

(1) 800 RMK AND (1) 700 RMK, with trailer. 
Great shape, run perfect. Must sacrifice, 
$8,500 for both, (970)946-3356.

1998 POLARIS RMK 700. 144” track, moving 
must sell, $1,200 OBO. (970)759-6630.

2001 POLARIS RMK 800. Custom, 156” 
track, too many extras to list. Moving, must 
sell, $5,000 OBO. (970759-6630.

VACATION RENTALS

1986 SUBURBAN 4X4. Mechanically solid, 
cosmetically challenged. 2 sets of tires, a 
beast in the snow. $1,800. Call 264-6668.

AUTOS

FREE WOODEN PALLETS. When avail-
able, they will be placed behind The Pagosa 
Springs SUN office. NO PHONE CALLS, 
PLEASE!

Antique replica wood/coal burning cook-
stove & range Brand new. Sacrifice $2000 
obo (pd $4400); Antique sewing machine 
treadle. 264-2674

FIREWOOD FOR SALE. Pine, $175; as-
pen, $150 per cord, delivered. Call Todd, 
(970)946-2102.

LOG HOMES AND CABINS. 24’x32’ for 
only $16,800. Log walls, posts, beams, roof, 
plans, video and more! Free catalog. www.
bighornmtn.com. (307)684-2445.

SHAKLEE for proper nutrition, use Shaklee 
products. For information call Marsha Preuit. 
264-5910.

PAPER BUNDLES FOR fire starter 25¢ each. 
Pick up at The Pagosa Springs SUN. 466 
Pagosa Street.

STEVENS FIELD HANGAR, 500-G, Condor 
Drive. $135,000. (928)680-6400.

15” SYDHILL WESTERN SADDLE. Brand 
new, $2,800. Will sell for $1,400. Suede seat, 
Herman oak leather. 264-6720. 

RESPORT HAS A GREAT SELECTION of 
gently used skis, snowboards, apparel and 
accessories for all your winter sporting needs! 
100 Country Center Drive, Suite E. Monday- 
Saturday, 10a.m.-6p.m. 731-6900.

ESKIMO GAS ICE AUGER with sled and all 
accessories, $200. Never used. Minnkota 
electric trolling motor, never used, $300. 
Ray, 731-1456

LOVE CHOCOLATE? EAT 3 pieces/ day of 
the most powerful, health promoting, decadent 
chocolate ever produced and take control of 
your life. The perfect gift for yourself and loved 
ones. Bridget, (970)946-1941.

2007 SUZUKI RMZ 450, $5,500 OBO. 264-
6965.

WE BUY ANTLERS: off elk or deer. Small 
pieces (greater than 4”), broken antlers, all 
grades. NO dirty, infected, oily, painted or 
chalky antler. Also selling ’09  alfalfa- grass 
horse- quality 1,000 pound round bales, 
$65 to $75/ bale. South Fork, call Rich at 
(719)657-0942.

ARE YOU “DOWNSIZING” YOUR living 
style? Call us first! We are actively searching 
for and purchasing fine antiques, collectibles, 
unusual items- just about anything not new. 
Many years experience! Call us before you 
garage sale- you’ll be glad you did. We pay 
more! Call Lisa at 946-0124.

PAWS, FEATHERS, FINS & FRIENDS PET 
SITTING SERVICE. Boarding, house/ pet 
sitting, in-home visits, bonded & insured. THE 
PAMPERED PET, LARGE AND SMALL, WE 
CARE FOR THEM ALL! (970)731-8900.Sell it

in the classifieds
Cars • Bikes • Houses • Land • Saddles • Hay • Goats 

Horses • Boats • Tools • Furniture • You name it! 

To place your classified ad, call
(970) 264-2100

Veterans Crisis Line 
free, confidential support to veterans in crisis, 

as well as their family and friends 24/7/365.

(800) 273-8255 or text 838255

Thank 
you for 

supporting 
our 

advertisers!
Advertising 

makes it possible 
for us to 

bring you 
the latest 

community news.

When you see an 
advertiser, 

please thank 
them!

Name

Address

City                          State             Zip

❏ Mastercard   ❏ Visa   ❏ Check enclosed

Account number

Expiration date   CVV

Signature

Thursday wouldn’t be 
Thursday without ...

The Pagosa Springs Sun
PO Box 9

Pagosa Springs, CO 81147 

❏ In County $45 yearly
includes digital access at PagosaSUN.com

❏ Out of county $55 yearly
includes digital access at PagosaSUN.com



Contact (970) 880-8387 for more 
details.

Bridge. 1:15 p.m., Senior Center.
Ruby’s Book Club. 2-3 p.m., Ar-

chuleta County Transit Center, 83 
Harman Park Drive. Join to discuss 
“The Mostly True Story of Tanner 
and Louise” by Colleen Oakley.
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970-582-3225

Arrowhead Propane, Inc.
970-582-3225
arrowheadpropaneco.com

Local. Knowledgeable.
Dependable & Reliable

Independently Owned and Operated
Best in Customer Service

Proven Safety Record
Over 150 Years Combined Experience

We’d love to be your propane supplier!
Come, see us today.

We are off Piedra & Hwy. 160 next to the bank
9 Solomon Dr, Unit 1

Open Mon-Fri • 8 a.m.-noon and 1-5 p.m.

We built our business 
on Excellence & 

Customer Service
Give us a call and experience the difference!

All events listed in The PREVIEW 
Calendar are free of charge unless 
otherwise noted.

Thursday, April 9
Ruby’s Writers Guild. 8:45-10:45 

a.m., Senior Center. Ruby’s Writ-
ers Guild welcomes writers who 
are looking for opportunities, sup-
port and camaraderie with other 
writers. Members provide support, 
resources and guidance for each 
other.

Tai Chi Chih. 1:30-2:30 p.m., Senior 
Center.

Tech Time. 2-4 p.m., Sisson Library. 
Taylor will answer basic questions 
related to computers, smartphones, 
tablets, etc., and provide assistance 
with accessing any of the library’s 
online resources. Bring your device 
charger and passwords.

Pagosa Springs Varsity Girls’ Soc-
cer. 4 p.m., Golden Peaks Stadium. 
Pagosa Springs vs. Alamosa.

Pagosa Springs High School Pres-
ents ‘The Little Mermaid.’ 7 
p.m., Pagosa Springs High School 
auditorium.

Friday, April 10
Who We Play For Heart Screenings. 

8 a.m.-1:30 p.m., Pagosa Springs 
Middle School. Free heart screen-
ings will be offered to eighth-grad-
ers. Register at www.whoweplayfor.
org/heart-screening-registration. 
Call Ralph Maccarone with any 
questions at (970) 317-0371.

Good News Club. 1:15-3:15 p.m., 
Pagosa Springs Elementary 
School. A weekly club for kids in 
kindergarten through the fourth 
grade where the Bible is taught 
with songs, stories, object lessons, 
games and more. To register, 
visit https://cef-colorado-431831.
c h u r c h c e n t e r. c o m / p e o p l e /
forms/1006150.

Pagosa Springs High School Pres-
ents ‘The Little Mermaid.’ 7 

p.m., Pagosa Springs High School 
auditorium.

Saturday, April 11
GriefShare. 10-11:30 a.m., Center-

point Church, 2750 Cornerstone 
Drive. A 13-week program to 
assist with the healing process, 
regardless of how long it is since 
your loved one passed. Register 
and learn more at www.grief-
share.org.

Pagosa Springs Scrapbook and 
Crafters Club. 10 a.m.-3 p.m., 
Senior Center dining room. Bring 
your creative and scrapbooking 
projects and share time with other 
crafters. Bring a dish to share for 
the potluck lunch.

Pagosa Springs Varsity Baseball. 11 
a.m., Pagosa Springs High School. 
Pagosa Springs vs. Alamosa.

Knitters Circle. 1-3 p.m., Natural 
Grocers back room, 775 San Juan 
St. Any type and experience level 
of needleworker is welcome.

Pagosa Springs High School Pres-
ents ‘The Little Mermaid.’ 2 
p.m., Pagosa Springs High School 
auditorium.

Pagosa Springs High School Pres-
ents ‘The Little Mermaid.’ 7 
p.m., Pagosa Springs High School 
auditorium.

Monday, April 13
Women’s Fellowship. 9-11 a.m., 

Pope John Paul II Catholic Church 
classrooms, 353 S. Pagosa Blvd. 

Senior Conversations. 1:15 p.m., 
Senior Center.

American Sign Language Class. 
4-5 p.m., Pagosa Bible Church, 
209 Harman Park Drive. Learn 
and practice ASL skills in a group 
setting. No minimum skill level is 
required. Drop-ins are welcome.

Tuesday, April 14
Coffee and Kiddos Playgroup. 10-

11 a.m., Aspire Medical Services 

and Education, 602 S. 8th St. For 
those with kids ages birth to 3 
years old.

Pagosa Springs Stitchers. 10 a.m.-
noon, Community United Methodist 
Church, 434 Lewis St. Bring your 
current stitching project and a 
snack/drink if you wish, and enjoy 
the fellowship of other stitchers. All 

are welcome.
Veterans for Veterans of Archuleta 

County. 10 a.m., Pagosa Bible 
Church, 209 Harman Park Drive. 
Veterans and family members are 
invited to share experiences with 
vets of all ages. Find out about the 
latest in vets benefits, vets news 
and community-focused events. 

SAN JUAN ARBORISTS
TREE SERVICE PROVIDER

FREE QUOTES
706-410-4997
INFO@SANJUANARBORISTS.COM

LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED

• Tree Trimming and Pruning
• Hazard Tree Removals
• Lot Clearing & Fire Mitigation
• Cabling and Bracing
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Thank you for reading The SUN

JD's Cool 
Water Heating

PLUMBING 
SERVICES

New Construction Installation
Boiler-Certified Technician

Boilers & Tank-less Water Heaters
Sales, Service & Repair

(970) 946-3989 
jdcoolwater.com • 30 years in Pagosa Springs

Colorado License PC0001348, Insured

Call today!

Coming in 2026!
Stand On Skid Steer

Telehandler
Trench Roller

Track Skid Steers
Carpet Cleaners

391 Bastille Drive • (970) 731-4410

See our full line 
of equipment on 

pinevalleyrental.com

New equipment arriving!
Just in time for your 
spring projects!

New fleet is arriving, 
shiny and grand,
the perfect tools, 
right in your hand.

Curtains Up Pagosa ‘School of 
Rock’ Auditions. 4-7 p.m., Pagosa 
Springs High School band room. 
All community members are wel-
come to audition for Curtains Up 
Pagosa’s next production, to be 
staged June 25-27.

Online Author Talk. 5 p.m., virtual. 
“On Writing Action-Packed and 
Suspenseful Spycraft” with ac-
claimed author Brad Taylor. Go to 
the library’s website, www.pago-
salibrary.org, to watch nationally 
renowned authors giving hour-long 
presentations live via Zoom or view 
the recording later.

Men’s Fellowship. 6 p.m., Pope John 
Paul II Catholic Church classrooms, 
353 S. Pagosa Blvd.

‘Rebuilding Liberty’ Class. 6-8 p.m., 
TARA Community Center, 333 
Milton Lane, Arboles. Offered to 
start celebrating America’s 250th 
birthday. For more details, contact 
(970) 883-2363.

Wednesday, April 15
Kids Kare. 9:30-11:30 a.m., Pagosa 

Bible Church, 209 Harman Park 
Drive. A weekly club for 3- to 5-year-
olds where the Bible is taught with 
songs, stories, object lessons, 
games and more.

Family Storytime. 10-11 a.m., Sisson 
Library. Join us for an educational 
hour of reading, singing and free 
play while building early literacy 
skills together. For all ages. Call 
(970) 264-2209 for more informa-
tion.

Therapy Dog Visit. 11 a.m.-noon, 
Sisson Library. For all ages. Take 
a moment to visit with certified 

therapy dog Mia.
Bridge. 1:15 p.m., Senior Center.
Mexican Train Dominoes. 1:15 p.m., 

Senior Center.
Mindful Drawing. 1:30 p.m., Senior 

Center.
Elementary Tutoring. 3:30-4:30 

p.m., Pagosa Springs Elementary 
School, 141 S. 10th St. For grades 
1-3. Elementary school children 
are tutored in reading and math. 
Registration required. Call (970) 
264-2209 for more information. A 
Sisson Library program.

Curtains Up Pagosa ‘School of 
Rock’ Auditions. 4-7 p.m., Pagosa 
Springs High School band room. 
All community members are wel-
come to audition for Curtains Up 
Pagosa’s next production, to be 
staged June 25-27.

Pagosa Springs High School Boost-
er Club. 5:30 p.m., Pagosa Springs 
High School.

Weminuche Audubon Society. 6 
p.m., Community United Methodist 
Church, 434 Lewis St. Meet at 6 
p.m. to socialize before the meeting 
begins at 6:30 p.m. Learn about vol-
unteer opportunities and upcoming 
community science surveys. Visit 
www.weminucheaudubon.org for 
a Zoom link.

Thursday, April 16
Ruby’s Writers Guild. 8:45-10:45 

a.m., Senior Center. Ruby’s Writ-
ers Guild welcomes writers who 
are looking for opportunities, sup-
port and camaraderie with other 
writers. Members provide support, 
resources and guidance for each 
other.

Online Author Talk. Noon, virtual. 

“How Exploration, Uncertainty, and 
Risk Help Us Find Meaning” with 
Alex Hutchinson. Go to the library’s 
website, www.pagosalibrary.org, to 
watch nationally renowned authors 
giving hour-long presentations live 
via Zoom or view the recording 
later.

End of Life Education. 1 p.m., Com-
munity United Methodist Church, 
434 Lewis St.

Tai Chi Chih. 1:30-2:30 p.m., Senior 
Center.

Tech Time. 2-4 p.m., Sisson Library. 
Taylor will answer basic ques-
tions related to computers, smart-
phones, tablets, etc., and provide 
assistance with accessing any 
of the library’s online resources. 
Bring your device charger and 
passwords.

Learn to Can Raspberry Jam. 5:30 
p.m., CSU Extension building, 344 
U.S. 84. Learn all the latest food 
safety preservation practices. The 
cost is $25 per person/couple for 
one jar of jam. Call (970) 264-5931 
to register.

Pagosa Sidewalk Astronomers Star 
Party. 8:30-9:45 p.m., overflow 
parking lot at PLPOA Rec Center. 
The Pagosa Sidewalk Astronomers 
will have a telescope out to view 
the cosmos.
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J AND J ENTERPRISES is looking for friendly 
and enthusiastic people who are eager to 
help customers navigate the wide world of 
cannabis. We offer paid sick leave, product 
sampling, employee discounts, sales bonuses 
and comprehensive on-site training!  Must be 
21 years of age. A Marijuana Enforcement 
Division badge is required to start work. E-mail 
your resume to employment@jandjinc.net or 
check us out on Indeed.com.

SELLERS BEWARE: Scams involving buyers 
trying to deceive sellers have have taken place 
in our community. Do not accept checks, mon-
ey orders or other payment methods for more 
than the payment price where you are asked to 
pay the overpayment to the buyer or another 
person. Consult with your fi nancial institution 
to be sure the payment method is not fake 
before you allow the item to be picked up.

CONCERNED ABOUT ANOTHER’S DRINK-
ING? Pagosa Springs Al-anon Family Group 
meets Tuesdays 6-7p.m., Pagosa Bible 
Church. Questions? Call/ text (303)815-8569. 
www.al-anon.org.

DMV2GO: Returning to Archuleta County 
for Driver’s License Services. Archuleta 
County — The Colorado Department of 
Revenue (CDOR) Division of Motor Vehicles’ 
DMV2GO services will return to Archuleta 
County, by appointment only, on April 28 and 
29, 2026. DMV2GO’s services include: fi rst 
time Colorado driver’s licenses, out-of-state 
transfers, renewals for driver’s licenses, 
permits and identifi cation cards; issuing new 
licenses, permits, and IDs; motor vehicle 
records; along with reinstatements and 
Colorado Roads and Community Safety 
Act Services. Appointments are available 
both days, 11a.m. to 4p.m., in fi fteen-minute 
intervals. Please visit archuletacounty.gov to 
book via the Sign-Up Genius link, beginning 
April 1st. Appointments for seniors, veterans, 
and the disabled are available before 11:00 
AM and can be made by calling the County 
Administration Offi ce at (970)264-8309. 2026 
DMV2GO services will be held in the Archuleta 
County Department of Human Services 
Conference Room — 550 Hot Springs Blvd. 
Suite A, Pagosa Springs, CO 81147. Please 
visit https://dmv.colorado.gov/documents for 
a list of state-required documents to bring to 
your appointment. DMV2GO does not offer 
driver testing. If a driving test is needed, you 
must have this done before the scheduled 
appointment.

PAGOSA AA: Monday, Wednesday, Friday 
5:30 Men’s Tuesday 5:30 Ladies Friday 
11:30a.m. Saturday and Sunday 10a.m. 
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday 12 noon. 
Zoom Sunday 10a.m. Zoom Thursday noon 
women only: Zoom ID 858319763 password 
754234. 315 N. 2nd Street, County Road 200 
(.2 miles off Hwy. 160). Call Kathi (970)946-
1482, or central offi ce (888)333-9649.

THERE IS A SOLUTION GROUP of Alco-
holics Anonymous meets Tuesdays, Thurs-
days, Saturdays, 5:30-6:30p.m., Pagosa 
Bible Church, 209 Harman Park Drive. Ques-
tions? Diamond: (970)264-1073. Charlotte: 
(970)903-9690. More resources: www.aa.org, 
www.aa-westerncolorado.com, (970)245-
9649, (888)333-9649 (24 hrs.).

PERSONALS
FREE. CONFIDENTIAL. HELP.  24-hour 
domestic violence and sexual assault helpline. 
(970) 264-9075.

SERVICES
ASPENGLOW LANDSCAPING/ YARD 
MAINTENANCE/ YARD CLEANUP. Mowing, 
trimming, raking and tree trimming. Tractor 
available for planting and landscaping. 
(970)946-2061.

CHIMNEY CLEANING -dryer vent cleaning- 
25+ years. Courteous reliable service. Free 
quotes. Arlie’s Chimney Sweep. (970)731-
2543.

CUSTOM PICTURE FRAMING. Reason-
able prices. Linda Lerno, (970)731-0658 or 
(970)507-0176.

KITCHEN DEEP CLEANS now offered by 
Pagosa Sparkles. Group of high standard 
cleaners. Window cleaning also available. 
Text/ call KIM. (970)946-6446.

KRITTER GITTERS, SKUNK AND BAT Bust-
ers. We specialize in capturing and removing 
unwanted rodents and varmints. We don’t trap 
pigs. 50 years experience, lifetime resident. 
Dan Snow (719)849-8873.

LOCAL MOVING SERVICES. Reasonable 
and reliable. (970)946-2061.

NEED HELP DECLUTTERING OR ORGA-
NIZING? Help moving in, moving out, what-
ever’s on your list. Marlene, (719)850-3055.PagosaSUN.com

MISCELLANEOUS ANNOUNCEMENTS SERVICES SERVICES SERVICES

METAL ROOFING 
& SIDING PANELS

Serving the entire 
Four Corners Area

DYNA PANELS

29 GAUGE METAL • 36” COVERAGE
Installation 

Available
Deal Direct & Save • Many Colors to Choose From

40-Year Paint Warranty
Manufactured in Pagosa Springs!

970-749-0830

36” coverage

Feel the warmthFeel the warmth

Custom installation & finish work 

Chase caps
Snow splitters

Pagosa Peak 
Custom Fireplaces
1065 W. Hwy. 160
Pagosa Springs, Colo
office and showroom:
(970) 264-2006
www.pagosafireplaces.com

Wood & Gas 
Burning 

Fireplaces 
& Stoves

Vermont Casting
Majestic Hearth 
Isokern • FMI
Enviro Pellet 

Stoves

Decking floor replaced
Total deck rebuilds

Handrails 
Stairs

Call Mike today 
(970) 507-0379
35+ years experience

references

DECK SPECIALIST

General Repairs
Senior Home Modifications
Yard Cleanup
Minor Electric
Interior & Exterior Painting

Minor Plumbing
Power Washing
Deck Repair & Maintenance
Fence Repair
Furniture Assembly/Repair

Todd Mykleby • 806-789-0288

INTERMOUNTAIN 
HANDYMAN

970-731-0007
PagosaSpringsStorage.com

ALL SIZE STORAGE 
UNITS AVAILABLE

Cargo Containers
RENT • RENT TO OWN • BUY

We deliver!

Cargo Containers

RENT 
TO 

OWN

Call for 
Spring Specials!

Blueprints
Have your plans drawn now.

Don’t wait! 
Be ready to start your house, 
barn, garage or deck on time.

Call Rick 
946-1737

Just

DECKS!
• Large or small
• Redwood, cedar, Trex or treated lumber
• Custom rails & stairs
• Hidden fasteners available
• Design & estimates free
• 30 years experience
Call Glenn (970) 903-1250

Now
scheduling!

CUSTOM
HOMES

The Water 
Runner
Certified Bulk Potable Water Delivery

Cistern Deep Cleaning
(970) 731-5022

Chadd Carnley, owner

You call,
we haul!
Since 1999

Meet Pretty Boy! 
This playful 2-year-old grey tuxedo is 
ready for a home of his own! Pretty Boy 
loves to cuddle and must be the center 
of attention as your only cat. Call the 
Humane Society at (970) 731-4771.

Meet Bear! 
She’s great with kids and has a beautiful 
brindle, tiger-striped coat. Gentle, loyal, 
and ready to belong, Zora is hoping her 
forever family will find her soon. Call 
the Humane Society at (970) 731-4771.

Start @ $97

Meet Bear! 
This gentle 5-year-old male Border Col-
lie mix is looking for a home of his own. 
Bear is a calm soul that is shy at first but 
once he knows you he opens right up. 
Smart, loyal, and loves car rides. Call the 
Humane Society at (970) 731-4771.
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PAGOSA WINTER SPECIALS. All sizes avail-
able, plus we deliver cargo containers. Buy, 
rent, rent to own. Pagosa Springs Storage, 
(970)731-0007.

PREMIUM PEAK CLEANING. 4 hours at 
$120 cleaning special for April and May only. 
Call (970)902-3145.

REMODELS, RENOVATIONS AND HOME 
REPAIRS. We offer improvements for bath-
rooms, kitchens, fl oors, tile, siding, decks and 
framing. No job too small. Call (970)844-0554.

RICHARD DECLARK ELECTRICAL is 
available for all your electrical services from 
remodels to new construction. I have been in 
Pagosa for 15 years, no job too small or too 
large. (970)903-1456.

RIVERSTONE CARPET CLEANING. 25 
cents/sq. ft. and $3 per stair. No hidden 
charges. Owner/operator 20 years experi-
ence. Professional, trustworthy and punctual. 
100% eco-friendly. Call Mike at (970)403-
9222. Credit cards accepted with no fee. 
Hallways and closets always free.

ROOF REPAIRS, LEAKS, RESCREWS, 
INSPECTIONS.  35+ years experience. Call 
Jeff at Blair Roofi ng. (970)903-6556.

TREE & CLEAR LLC. Tree removal, prun-
ing mitigation, and lawn care. Certifi ed and 
insured. Call (720)666-5761.

WE HAUL. WE WILL haul off anything but 
your marijuana or your mother- in- law. No job 
too big or too small. We also move buildings. 
We don’t haul pigs. Dan Snow (719)849-8873.

WE OFFER STANDARD CLEANS, deep 
cleans, and move in/ out cleans. Call or 
message (970)398-9997.

WEST CO, CONSTRUCTION AND SER-
VICES. Services include but not limited to: 
siding, roofing, decks, fencing, windows, 
interior/ exterior renovation, custom mill 
work. Call (970)698-1362 to make your next 
idea a reality.

HEALTH
HOT SPRINGS HEALERS. Sessions in the 
hot springs, bodywork, massage, Biodynamic 
Craniosacral Therapy — supports brain /ner-
vous system, Qi gong, somatics — resolves 
trauma. (970)903-5309. (970)844-0645.

HELP WANTED
ARE YOU INTERESTED in making a differ-
ence in your neighborhood and community? 
Community Connections, Inc. seeks south-
west Colorado residents (living in Archuleta, 
Dolores, La Plata, Montezuma, and San Juan 
County) to serve as Community Ambassadors 
for Southwest Colorado Cares, a new program 
of Community Connections.  At this time, we 
have 5 openings for this position, one for each 
of the counties listed above. This is a hybrid 
position, part-time up to 7 hours per week, 
with fl exibility in schedule. It is hourly and 
non-exempt.  Hourly wage is $20 plus travel 
reimbursement. Interested candidates should 
apply at https://www.communityconnections-
co.org/careers. Applications will be accepted 
until 5p.m. on April 22, 2026.

ARE YOU INTERESTED in making a differ-
ence in your neighborhood and community? 
Community Connections, Inc. is seeking 
qualifi ed candidates to serve as Care Coor-
dinator for Southwest Colorado Cares, a new 
program of Community Connections. At this 
time, we have 2 openings for this position. This 
is a hybrid position, full-time with fl exibility in 
schedule. It is hourly and non-exempt. Hourly 
wage is $25.49 with full benefi ts. Interested 
candidates should apply at https://www.com-
munityconnectionsco.org/careers and upload 
a resume and cover letter. Applications will be 
accepted until 5p.m. on April 22, 2026.

AUTHENTIC SOLUTIONS is looking for a full 
-time administrative assistant. Interested ap-
plicants contact Stacey Foss at stacey.foss@
authenticconsulting.net or (970)398-0964.

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES. Front offi ce ad-
ministrative assistant or chair side procedural 
assistant positions available for immediate 
hire. Will train if necessary for these valuable 
positions. Flexible hours, full time or part time 
available. Great pay with room for advance-
ment. Please send your resume today to 
pdimplants@yahoo.com.

CDL DRIVER /YARD ASSOCIATE.
Ponderosa Lumber is hiring a CDL Driver /
Yard Associate. This is a full-time position. 
Duties include deliveries, loading /unloading 
trucks, and helping customers. Requires the 
ability to drive a stick shift and have a Class B 
endorsement. We offer paid time off, medical, 
dental, vision, prescription, 401(k) and Profi t 
Sharing. Please apply at Ponderosa Lumber 
2435 Eagle Dr. (970)731-4111.

SERVICES SERVICES SERVICES HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

Terry’s ACE  
525 Navajo Trail Dr.

Full-time and Seasonal 

MULTIPLE POSITIONS • MULTIPLE DEPARTMENTS

We are looking for reliable, motivated additions to our team!

Starting at $17 per 
hour, dependent on 

experience.

Weekends and 
holidays required.

Benefits include 
discounts, paid time off, 
profit sharing and more!

Apply in person. 
Applications available on 

www.terrysace.com

Foundation work • Back fill compacting
Pipe laying • Driveway prep

Sewer repair install
Concrete removal and install • Etc.

Call/Text Bill (970)880-0071

New Construction
Remodeling • Houses
Garages • Barns • Decks
Licensed, insured & references
Plans drawn & submitted

Call Rick 
(970) 946-1737

New Construction
Remodeling • Houses
Garages • Barns • Decks
Insured & references
Plans drawn & submitted

Call Rick
(970) 946-1737

#1 in Painting 
Interior & exterior 
Staining & more

35 years in Pagosa Springs

Call Gary 
(970) 398-9223

High Meadows Properties, LLC
Call today (970) 403-2263

Additions 
Remodeling
Maintenance

Dirt Excavation
Fire Mitigation
(806) 570-6249

• Landscaping - all phases
• Planting trees, shrubs, etc.
• Drainage problems solved
• Driveways maintained
• Construction, decks, patios, sheds, more

Westward Inc.
Call (405) 306-9496
Pagosa Springs contractor

FREE
Estimates

Landscaping  
& Tractor Work

REMODELING
NEW ADDITIONS

COMMERCIAL

Pagosa SPARKLES
Detail Oriented, Trustworthy

& Reliable Cleaners
For All Your Housekeeping 
& Window Cleaning Needs

Text/call Kim  (970) 946-6446

Kitchen Deep  Cleaning 
Now Offered!

PLUMBING
Semi-retired plumber 
30+ years experience 
15+ years in Pagosa

Reasonable rates • Local references
Michael • 480-685-6191

I return all calls!

The Awning Source LLC
Retractable Awnings

Solar Screens
Local Company
(505) 539-6021

www.pagosapeakopenschool.org

We Are Hiring!
Elementary Teachers

We are hiring elementary school 
teachers for the 2026-27 school year. 
If designing curriculum and engaging 
students in Project-based Learning 
excites you, don’t hesitate to apply.

Apply now!

Send your resume to:

emurphy@ppos.co

Black Diamond Dental 
of Pagosa Springs 

is looking for a 
Dental Assistant  

to join our growing team. 
Competitive pay and bonuses. 

Great schedule. 
Email resume to 

nylunddds@gmail.com
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COLORADO DREAM HOMES is expand-
ing our crew. Hiring framing, concrete and 
general laborers. Paid holidays, end of the 
year bonuses, paid time off. 8 a.m. -5 p.m. 
schedule, year round work. Send resumes 
to coloradodreamhomesinc@gmail.com or 
swing by our office at 2283 Eagle Drive to fill 
out an application. Pay DOE. $20+ per hour.

GENERAL LABORER NEEDED. Full time 
/part time /summer job. Assorted Duties. 
Please send work history to frontdesk@
pagosalandcompany.com.

COLORADO ROCK AND DIRT EXCAVA-
TION, INC. in Pagosa Springs is seeking 
skilled heavy equipment operators to become 
part of our team. We provide PTO and 401K 
benefits. Please send your resume to colo-
radorock08@gmail.com or call our office at 
(970)264-3478.

DENTAL ASSISTANT WANTED. We will train 
you. We work hard and make a great living 
serving our patients. We are blessed to have 
weekends and holidays off, beautiful facility, 
modern equipment, excellent pay, 401k, Get 
the satisfaction of helping people. E-mail 
resume to office@pagosasmiles.com.

EQUIPMENT OPERATOR NEEDED. Full 
time /part time /summer job. Please send 
resume or work history to frontdesk@pa-
gosalandcompany.com.

FULL -TIME GROUNDS KEEPER /MAIN-
TENANCE Healing Waters Resort and 
Spa. Hours will include evening and week-
end hours, along with a mandatory early 
-morning pool cleaning rotation. Looking for 
someone who is handy with tools — or has 
the willingness to learn; who doesn’t mind 
sweeping, raking, and shoveling; and who is 
self -motivated. If this is you we’d love to talk! 
Download application thru the Employment 
Link at www.pshotsprings.com, stop by 140 
Hot Springs Blvd, or email resume to sales@
pshotsprings.com, Attention Maintenance 
Position. Employees and immediate family 
soak for FREE. Apply today.

GOODMAN’S DEPARTMENT STORE is 
looking for a sales associate, Saturdays 
required. Sales associates must be friendly 
and self-motivated. Ask about our benefits 
and employee discounts. Come pick up an 
application at 402 Pagosa Street.

HISTORY MUSEUM HOST. May 25 through 
Labor Day, Wednesday-Saturday, 9:30 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m. $18 per hour. Greet guests, gift shop 
and daily operations, light cleaning. Interest in 
local history a plus. Must have understanding 
of QR codes, apps, and websites. Email info@
pagosamuseum.org or call (970)799-4056.

HOMETOWN INSURANCE is looking to fill a 
part time receptionist /administrative assistant 
position to add to our existing team. This 
position will turn into a full -time position late 
Summer.  Prior experience is required. Must 
be detail oriented, able to multi -task and be 
proficient in Google Calendar, Docs, Sheets, 
Excel, Word and Adobe. Excellent phone and 
typing skills are a must. Our ideal candidate 
will have a friendly and warm personality 
while being professional, responsible and 
motivated. A customer -oriented approach is 
essential. Send resumes with references to 
info@hippsllc.com.

J AND J ENTERPRISES is looking for friendly 
and enthusiastic people who are eager to 
help customers navigate the wide world of 
cannabis. We offer paid sick leave, product 
sampling, employee discounts, sales bonuses 
and comprehensive on-site training!  Must be 
21 years of age. A Marijuana Enforcement 
Division badge is required to start work. E-mail 
your resume to employment@jandjinc.net or 
check us out on Indeed.com.

JONES MECHANICAL. EXPERIENCE 
PREFERRED but will train right person. Ex-
cellent opportunity to learn the HVAC trade. 
(970)731-3046.

LANDSCAPE HELP: Looking to add 1-2 
guys to a busy landscape /lawn crew for the 
season. Pay b /o experience. (970)764-0789, 
Acutbelowlawncare@gmail.com.

LIKE GUNS OR GUITARS? Come sell them 
for us. The San Juan Trading Post is looking 
for a sales person. Computer literacy and 
ability to lift 45 lbs. is required. Starting at 
$17/ hour, part-time. Stop by in person at 635 
San Juan St.

MOUNTAIN SPIRITS IS SEEKING customer 
service associates. Must be available nights 
and weekends. We offer accrued vacation/ 
personal time, performance -based bonuses 
twice a year, and employee discounts. Please 
apply in person.

NORTH PAGOSA MARATHON is hiring a 
full-time cashier nights and weekends. Com-
petitive wages. Please apply in person at 30 
N. Pagosa Blvd.

OWNERS, THERE IS A LONG TERM RENT-
AL SHORTAGE IN PAGOSA SPRINGS. We 
have a waiting list for approved tenants. Need 
all types of rentals. Call us today for lowest 
commission and highest customer service. 
All you have to do is wait for your rent check 
to come in. We do the rest! Rocky Mountain 
Realty & Rentals (970)507-1192.

PAGOSA LIQUOR IS HIRING a full-time 
cashier. Please come and apply in person at 
30 N. Pagosa Blvd.

RELIABLE, HONEST AND CAPABLE 
HANDYMAN needed for property manage-
ment company. Call Team Pagosa, (970)731-
8599, or send info to pam@teampagosa.com.

ROOF LABORER NEEDED with some con-
struction experience. Will train. $20-$25/ hour 
to start. (970)749-0830.

THE HUMANE SOCIETY SHELTER animals 
need you. Do you dream of a career working 
with animals who need you? The Humane 
Society of Pagosa Springs has an opening for 
a full-time Animal Care Specialist. Must love 
to work with animals AND people, spend time 
outdoors in all kinds of weather, and get a lot of 
exercise throughout the day. Previous dog and 
cat handling experience is a plus. A positive 
attitude is a must.  PTO, additional sick time, 
and great shelter and thrift store discounts 
as benefits. Hourly rate $16.50 - 17.00 DOE. 
Apply for the Animal Care Specialist role 
online https://pagosahumane.org/ or stop 
in the Shelter and complete an application. 
Come join our team caring for the homeless 
pets of Pagosa Springs.

AUTOS
1996 DODGE RAM 2500 DIESEL, 330k 
miles, rust -free, strong engine, Rhino bed, 
topper. Runs 75 m.p.h.; transmission wear. 
$8,500 OBO. (650)740-0600.

2013 JEEP WRANGLER UNLIMITED. 123K 
miles, roof rack, winch, tow package, new 
tires. Asking $14,500. Will take $15,000. 
(970)946-5684.

GUARANTEED CREDIT APPROVAL! 4X4 
Auto Sales, 21698 Hwy. 160 West, Durango. 
(970)385-7940.

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY 
SMALL CRANE BUSINESS FOR SALE. 
National Crane truck, business, client list, and 
all attachments come with business. Inquire 
at (970)903-2381.

FOR SALE
DRY FIREWOOD- PINE. Pick up $255 a cord. 
Delivery available. Call for prices. Bayfield. 
Gabe (970)403-2784.

FIREWOOD SALE. The Dump Truck special 
is back. Get a HUGE load split and delivered 
for $500. Pine mix. Only while supplies last. 
Contact Dan with FIRE&ICE at (970)582-
0006.

FOR SALE: LIKE NEW KENMORE gas cook 
stove and Kenmore washer. Kenmore upright 
freezer, older but works great. (970)403-6356.

SELL OR TRADE YOUR GUNS. We buy for 
cash or trade it. No hassle. Licensed, bonded, 
insured. San Juan Trading Post, 635 San Juan 
St. (970)731-PAWN (7296).

SELLERS BEWARE: Scams involving buyers 
trying to deceive sellers have have taken place 
in our community. Do not accept checks, 
money orders or other payment methods for 
more than the payment price where you are 
asked to pay the overpayment to the buyer or 
another person. Consult with your financial in-
stitution to be sure the payment method is not 
fake before you allow the item to be picked up.

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED HELP WANTED HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

Our Remodel has begun! 
Help us transform our store!

Walmart Pagosa Springs Supercenter

In-person hiring event 
Friday, April 10 & Saturday, April 11 
Walk ins welcome from 10am-2pm

Remodel, Afternoon Stocking, and Overnight Stocking positions available.

Begin the application process at 
www.walmart.com/careers

ELITE RECYCLING AND DISPOSAL, 
a division of Bruin Waste Management, LLC is 
a rapidly growing organization with services 
expanding the Western Slope of Colorado. 

We currently have a Class B CDL Driver 
Trash Recycle Route Driver position 
open. Pay based on experience and includes a 
sign-on bonus of $500 payable after 6 months of 
accident-free employment. 

We offer a competitive benefits package including 
a matching 401k Plan with opportunities to 
earn safety bonuses. Must be able to pass a pre-
employment drug test. 

We are committed to first-class service, where 
safety and people are our top priority! 

Applications can be picked up at 250 Industrial 
Circle in Pagosa Springs, Colorado or call our 
office at (970)731-2012 or email ctanner@elite-
recycling.com to request one.

ELITE RECYCLING AND DISPOSAL, 
a division of Bruin Waste Management, LLC is 
a rapidly growing organization with services 
expanding the Western Slope of Colorado. 

We currently have a Route Truck Helper/
Tipper position open. The starting rate for this 
position is $19/hour. Helpers ride on the trucks 
and empty trash carts and dumpsters.   A valid 
driver’s license is a plus, as helpers do a variety of 
tasks including cart delivery, shop cleaning, light 
mechanical and washing trucks and carts.

We offer a competitive benefits package including 
a matching 401k Plan with opportunities to earn 
safety bonuses. 

We are committed to first-class service, where 
safety and people are our top priority! 

Applications can be picked up at 250 Industrial 
Circle in Pagosa Springs, Colorado or call our 
office at (970)731-2012 or email ctanner@elite-
recycling.com to request one.
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THE PAGOSA FIRE PROTECTION DIS-
TRICT is seeking highly motivated candidates 
for the position of Fire Inspector ($54,023 - 
$55,643 DOQ). This is a full-time; Non-Exempt 
position with standard benefi ts. The ideal 
candidate will have extensive communica-
tion skills, attention to detail, and the ability 
to maintain a positive working relationship 
with all members and the public. To apply, 
candidates must submit a completed Employ-
ment Application. Application packets can be 
obtained by email at offi ce@pagosafi re.com, 
or by calling (970)731-4191. Applications 
received after April 24, 2026, 5p.m. (MST) 
will not be considered.

PETS
ADOPT FROM THE Humane Society. Stop 
by or call (970)731-4771. You’ll be amazed 
at what we have to offer, www.PagosaHu-
mane.org.

YARD SALES
APRIL 18, 2026, 9A.M.-12P.M. 55 Little Pine 
Lane. Yard sale, outdoor items, decorations, 
tools and more.

SATURDAY, APRIL 11, 8A.M. -NOON. 282 
Aspenglow, good stuff.

YARD SALE. Friday, April 10 and Saturday, 
April 11, 9a.m. - 3p.m. Downtown at 275 Mesa 
Drive. Furniture and home goods.

COMMERCIAL FOR RENT
COMMERCIAL BUILDINGS FOR LEASE.
1501 W. Hwy 160 #1 and #2. (970)398-5290.

LARGE COMMERCIAL -INDUSTRIAL LOTS
in Cloman Park- 1.12 and 1.27 acre lots zoned 
industrial. Ideal for contractors, storage, etc. 
Utilities located in the street. Tenant to verify 
end use with Archuleta County. Call Team 
Pagosa (970)731-8599.

PAGOSA VALLEY PROPERTIES: Offering 
“Aspen Plaza ProSuites” These are Profes-
sional Offi ce Suites available for Long Term 
rental from 135 SF to 205 SF, priced from 
$465-$669/ month. Also, Large Conference/ 
Event Room Available. Call (970)889-2022 for 
more information.

PROFESSIONAL PRIVATE OFFICE for rent 
$565/mo. 13’ 4” x 15’ 11” Includes water, 
sewer, heat, Wi-Fi, trash service, common 
area & snow removal.  Contact Angelene at 
Hometown Insurance with questions or to 
schedule a showing. Call (970)264-4321 or 
email angelene@hippsllc.com.

PROFESSIONAL SUITES: 63, 112, 158,186 
sq. ft. shared reception, break room, and 
washer /dryer. Utilities included. Prime loca-
tion. Just remodeled. (701)263-2410.

ROOM WITH SEPARATE BATH for rent 
about 3 miles from town. Call (970)946-9024 
for details.

STORAGE UNITS AVAILABLE FOR RENT.
Looking for a secure and convenient place 
to store your belongings? Sunrise Property 
Management has storage units available. 
100 sq. ft. units — $90 /month, 150 sq. ft. 
units — $100 /month. A one-month security 
deposit is required. If you’re in need of a 
safe and reliable storage solution, contact 
Sunrise Property Management today at 
(970)731-4344 for more information or to 
reserve your unit.

WAREHOUSES /WORKSHOPS available 
to rent. Cloman Park new build 1100 sq.ft. 
$1,300. Has bathrooms and loft space Con-
tact: (720)470-2653.

OWNERS, WE ARE BOOKED UP AND 
NEED MORE VACATION RENTAL PROP-
ERTIES! Call us today for lowest commission 
and highest customer service. All you have to 
do is wait for your rent check to come in. We 
do the rest! Rocky Mountain Realty & Rentals 
(970)507-1192.

RESIDENTIAL RENTALS
2 BEDROOM DUPLEX available beginning 
May. Garage, porch, laundry. Pet and smoke 
free. Includes water sewer $1600 month, fi rst 
last full (970)946-0118.

GREAT VIEWS OF CHIMNEY ROCK NA-
TIONAL MONUMENT. Any large mobile home 
with all hookups for long -term lease. $780 per 
month plus utilities, (970)883-2600.

LAKE PAGOSA PARK. 3 bedroom, 2 bath, 
garage, large master bedroom plus bath with 
Jacuzzi tub, new deck, greenbelt to rear, very 
effi cient. $2100. (970)946-7337.

LONG TERM RENTALS AVAILABLE. Call 
Team Pagosa (970)731-8599, 117 Navajo 
Trail Dr., pagosaspringsrealty.com.

LOOKING FOR SOMEONEwho would like 
to live out of town. Peace and quiet, clean, 1 
bedroom, large loft, fenced yard, heated with 
wood stove and an effi cient ETS heating unit, 
washer /dryer, large deck, no smoking. $1,500 
/month, first month rent, security deposit 
and half of last month’s rent. Will take a pet. 
Available May 1. Please leave a message, 
(970)731-2010.

LOVELY NEWLY REMODELED 3 bedroom 2 
bath 2 car garage home on wooded lot. $3000 
/month Call Team Pagosa, (970)731-8599, or 
visit the website teampagosa.com.

NEWLY REMODELED 2 BEDROOM in four 
plex, Pagosa Lake views, covered deck, 800 
sq. ft., W/D, dishwasher, 5 minute walk to lake, 
most utilities paid, $1,450. Call John (720)960-
4910 or Lee (970)946-3856.

ON BEAUTIFUL PAGOSA LAKE: 2 bedroom, 
2 bath, furnished upstairs unit. No garage. 
$1,600 per month, plus utilities and deposit. 
No pets and no smoking. Available February 
5. Long term lease. (817)565-7656.

SHERPA REAL ESTATE is now managing 
long-term rentals. Clear communication from 
a name you already trust. Ready to rent your 
home? Call now to get started (970)444-2570. 
Visit our website https://www.sherpareales-
tate.com/rentals or stop by one of our two 
locations.

SPACIOUS 3 BEDROOM APARTMENT in 
downtown with beautiful views. Rent $1348. 
Large fl oor plan, affordable living through 
tax credit program. Income and eligibility re-
quirements apply. Hickory Ridge Apartments, 
hickoryridge@pagosacreek.com.

HOMES FOR SALE

TWO OPEN HOUSES. Thursday, April 16, 
9a.m. -11a.m. 62 W. Golf Pl. — 3 bedroom /2 
bath /1288 sq. ft. and 49 Sandstone Ct. — 3 
bedroom /2 bath /1844 sq. ft. Listed by Sherpa 
Real Estate. Refreshments provided.

LAND/ BUILDING SITES
EXCEPTIONAL DOWNTOWN BUILDING 
LOTS and development potential. River, huge 
divide views, location. Nothing like it. Call 
(970)398-9136, or builder7@fastmail.com.

MOUNTAIN VIEWS, MEADOWS. Unique 
high elevation and complete privacy. 5.6 acres 
bordering national forest, (970)769-3588 
blancoretreat@gmail.com. $450K.

HOMES FOR SALE HOMES FOR SALE HOMES FOR SALE HOMES FOR SALE HOMES FOR SALE

FOR SALE COMMERCIAL FOR RENT VACATION RENTALS RESIDENTIAL RENTALS OPEN HOUSES

Call Marcie Lewis 
(970) 759-8672

Buying or Selling?
REAL ESTATE SERVICES

MarcieLewis.com

All real estate advertised in this newspaper is
subject to the Federal Fair Housing act of 1968
which makes it illegal to advertise "any preference,
limitation or discrimination based on race, color,
religion, or national origin, or an intention, to make
such preference, limitation or discrimination."

This newspaper will not knowingly accept any
advertising for real estate which is in violation of
the law. Our readers are hereby informed that all
dwellings advertised in this newspaper are avail-
able on an equal opportunity basis.

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

Email us at 
classads@pagosasun.com 
to submit your classifi ed. 

PagosaSUN.com

PagosaSUN.com






