
By Clayton Chaney
Staff Writer

Archuleta County is considering a 
possible administrative rezone for 
properties located in Cloman Park 
that are near Steven’s Field Airport.

The matter was discussed on Tues-
day, July 14, during a work session 
held by the Archuleta County Board 
of County Commissioners (BoCC), 
with Director of Development Eva 
Kruse briefing the board.

She explained that, according to 
the county’s regulations, in order for 
staff to perform an administrative re-
zone, direction from the BoCC needs 
to be received.

Kruse mentioned that there are 
three subject parcels for the possible 
rezone, located between the indus-
trial park and the airport.

She explained that the subject 
came up a few months ago at the 
request of a developer.

“And in order to be consistent with 
the adjacent properties and sort of 
meet the request of the developer and 
his attorney, we’re looking at whether 
or not this is something we’d want to 
do as administratively as opposed to 
privately,” she said.

Kruse was also joined by Richard 
Mlynek, who stated he is the attorney 
for Ronnie Urbanczyk, who owns a 
triangle-shaped parcel in between 

the airport and current industrial 
park.

Mlynek noted that Urbanczyk also 
owns the adjacent rectangle-shaped 
property butting up against the air-
port, and that the county has a 10 
percent ownership interest in that 
property.

Mlynek noted that there were 
plans drawn up in 2019 in regard to 
the development of those properties.

County Manager Longinos Gon-
zalez explained that the administra-
tive rezone would not include any 
final decisions on any buildings, as 
that would be a separate process.

He noted that because the county 
has an ownership stake in one of the 

properties, that is why staff is ask-
ing about a possible administrative 
rezone.

Mlynek explained that they be-
lieve the original intent based plan-
ning surveys from 2019 on what the 
county wanted for the rectangle-
shaped parcel is future airport ex-
pansion.

He explained that the land for the 
airport and industrial park is zoned as 
industrial, and that the intent for the 
purchase of that land is to expand the 
airport, possibly adding hangars, and 
keeping it as industrial use.

“So, the plan has always been for 
this parcel … to be industrial in the 

PAGOSA SPRINGS, ARCHULETA COUNTY, COLORADO 81147 	  VOLUME 118 — NO. 43, THURSDAY,  JULY 23, 2026 

$1The Pagosa SpringsThe Pagosa Springs	 SUN	 SUN
Running Iron Ranch strategy

Water conservancy district talks maintenance  — A4
Pulse Poll: Getting by

Colorado families making difficult trade-offs  — A6

www.PagosaSUN.com

n See Virus A8

n See Moratorium A8

n See Weather A9

n See Rezone A9

n See Water A7

			 
	

Index
Opinion	 A2
Letters	 A3
Obituaries	 A4
	 Rex Hott
	 Werner Kuhne
	 Sheryn Lee Young
Services	 A4
	 Isae Matlock
Business	 A5
	 County’s June unemployment 
	 rate up slightly from May
Outdoors	 A10
	 Weed management: 
	 Are biocontrols for me?

n See Fires A8

Public Notices	 A12
PREVIEW

Live Performers	 2
Preview Calendar	 17
Crossword	 18
Sudoku	 20
Classifieds	 23

PagosaSUN.com

Vesicular stomatitis virus 
confirmed in Archuleta 
County equine

Vehicle 
sparks 
multiple 
fires along 
U.S. 84
By Randi Pierce
Staff Writer

A vehicle that was experienc-
ing overheating issues sparked 
multiple grass fires along U.S. 
84 before catching fire itself on 
Monday, July 20.

According to Pagosa Fire 
Protection District (PFPD) Chief 
Robert Bertram, a full-size van 
was traveling on U.S. 84 while 
experiencing overheating issues 
and continued to drive, sparking 
two grass fires.

“Then finally it ended up the 
whole van caught on fire,” he said.

The PFPD was paged to the 
incident at 12:54 p.m., Bertram 
reported.

Bertram reported the van 
was spotted in the area of the 
Chromo post office while having 
overheating issues, then caught 
fire at mile marker 7.

Bertram explained there was 
one occupant who was able to 
get out.

The chief noted that a La 
Plata Electric Association 
(LPEA) crew that was working 
in the area helped contain one 
of the fires and some other by-
standers were able to get to the 
other fire.

According to Bertram, the 

Town council directs 
staff to place two-
year moratorium on 
data centers
By Derek Kutzer 
Staff Writer

On Tuesday, July 21, the Pagosa 
Springs Town Council directed staff 
to draft a two-year moratorium on 
data centers within town limits, 
while staff — in conjunction with the 
town’s planning commission — seeks 
language to define what a data center 
is and possibly ban or regulate their 
existence. 

Currently, the town’s Land Use 
and Development Code (LUDC) has 

no language defining data centers, 
prompting Planning Manager Owen 
O’Dell to say, “We don’t want to be 
caught on our heels” if a “big devel-
oper” were to come to town “throw-
ing money around,” hoping to build 
a data center. 

The LUDC needs to include lan-
guage defining data centers to either 
implement smart zoning regulations 
or ban them outright, O’Dell said. 

The town’s LUDC currently “does 
not address such use,” an agenda 

By Randi Pierce
Staff Writer

New cases of vesicular stomatitis 
virus (VSV) have been detected in 
Archuleta and La Plata counties on 
July 17, according to a July 20 VSV 
report from the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture’s (USDA’s) Animal and 
Plant Health Inspection Service.

According to the reports, each 
county has one new confirmed posi-
tive equine, with both counties listed 
as “New Affected County.” 

The report notes, “Confirmed and 
presumptive positive premises are 
quarantined for at least 14 days from 

the onset of lesions in the last affected 
animal on the premises.”

The report also states, “All con-
firmed cases in the 2025-26 outbreak 
have been vesicular stomatitis New 
Jersey virus (VSNJV) serotype.”

It adds, “Since the start of the out-
break, 35 VSV-affected premises 
have been identified (27 confirmed 
positive, 8 presumptive positive) in 
3 states, Arizona, Colorado, and New 
Mexico. All 35 premises have had only 
equine species clinically affected with 
15 premises located in 6 Arizona coun-
ties (Cochise, Gila, Maricopa, Pinal, 
Santa Cruz, and Yavapai Counties), 4 

County considering possible administrative rezone for Cloman Park properties

Water conservancy talks water demand study details

Continued monsoon weather expected over next week
By Clayton Chaney
Staff Writer

Pagosa Country is expected to 
receive some rainfall over the week-
end, with the National Weather Ser-
vice (NWS) forecasting chances of 
rain every day from today, Thursday, 
July 23, through Sunday, July 26.

Heavy rainfall was expected on 
Wednesday, July 22, with the NWS is-
suing a flood watch for the area until 3 

a.m. this morning, Thursday, July 23.
According to a forecast from 

Shawn Prochazka with Pagosa 
Weather issued on July 20, “we’re 
going to get wet.”

Prochazka explains that “mon-
soon action is here for a while,” also 
noting the area’s best surge of mois-
ture was expected on Wednesday.

To view local rainfall amounts, 
visit the Community Collaborative 
Rain, Hail and Snow Network at www.

cocorahs.org and view Archuleta 
County.

Prochazka also notes that “mon-
soon moisture and instability will 
stick with us,” indicating that the area 
will continue to see scattered storms 
each afternoon this next week.

“Storms will be capable of produc-
ing short periods of heavy rain over 
small areas,” Prochazka explains.

Other highlights from Prochazka’s 

By Josh Pike
Staff Writer

The San Juan Water Conservancy 
District (SJWCD) Board of Directors 
discussed a water operations study 
proposal from engineering firm RJH 
Consultants at its July 20 meeting.

This study will assess the need for 
a reservoir at Running Iron Ranch by 
identifying potential water shortages 
in the area and if the proposed res-
ervoir would be able to address any 
shortages that may exist, according 

to the proposal.
The proposal indicates that the 

proposed study would cost approxi-
mately $147,400.

SJWCD board president Randy 
Cooper opened the discussion by 
explaining that RJH Project Manager 
Robert Huzjak was present to answer 
questions from the board about the 
study proposal that RJH submitted 
to the SJWCD on May 22.

Huzjak explained to the board that 
the ultimate goal of the study would 
be to determine what reservoir size 

might be appropriate and how it 
might serve all constituents in the 
area, which would include determin-
ing what water storage exists today, 
what the long-term future water 
needs might be, getting input from 
stakeholders, and building a model 
using this information to simulate 
future water supply and demand and 
how much storage would be needed 
over a 50- to 100-year period.

SJWCD board member Rodney 
Proffitt commented that the length of 

Photo courtesy Pagosa Fire Protection District
Pagosa Fire Protection District personnel work to fully extinguish a vehicle fire on U.S. 84 on Monday, 
July 20. The vehicle started two grass fires before catching fire.

SUN photo/Randi Pierce
A-Mac and The Height perform at July’s iteration of the town’s ComFest outdoor concert series at 
Yamaguchi Park on Friday, July 17. Aug. 21, the season’s final ComFest concert, will feature The 
Williams Brothers Band.



Late last week, an unfortunate event 
unfolded that revealed opportunities for 
improvement locally.

The issue involved a law enforcement 
response to an incident at a local child care 
facility/school.

From our understanding after commu-
nicating with Ben Fox, director at Wings 
Early Childhood Center, and Archuleta 
County Sheriff Mike Le Roux, on Friday, 
July 17, a noncustodial parent showed up to 
Wings attempting to access their child and 
refused to leave when they were unable to 
access the child.

That prompted Fox to call 911 to report 
that the noncustodial parent was refusing to 
leave the school premises and to seek help in 
getting the individual to leave. Fox reported 
he shared with the dispatcher he was at 
Wings, which is in the town boundaries, and 
that, in response to a question from the dis-
patcher, the individual was not being violent.

The area was previously annexed into 
the Town of Pagosa Springs. Due to an er-
ror in the mapping being used by dispatch, 
however, the location showed as being 
under the jurisdiction of the Archuleta 
County Sheriff’s Office (ACSO) instead of 
the Pagosa Springs Police Department, and 
an ACSO deputy was dispatched out for a 
priority level two trespass call — a page 
which was not heard by other law enforce-
ment agencies.

Fox reported putting the school on lock-
down during the incident.

According to Le Roux, all of the ACSO’s 
deputies who were on duty at the time 
were in Arboles carrying out an operation 

on County Road 975 with Colorado State 
Patrol Port of Entry personnel, leading to a 
delayed response time of about 30 minutes. 
Fox reported calling more times during that 
response window.

Le Roux outlined that an ACSO sergeant 
was pulled out of the operation in Arboles 
and responded, but wasn’t running with 
lights and sirens because the situation had 
not escalated to violence. He noted depu-
ties respond as quickly and as safely as they 
can based on the info provided by dispatch.

Ultimately, the individual — who at that 
point was sitting in his vehicle — left follow-
ing the ACSO sergeant’s arrival.

Le Roux acknowledged that the delayed 
response time was not optimal (something 
we agree with).

We join Fox and Le Roux in being grateful 
the situation unfolded without violence or 
continued threat, and that questions can be 
asked and reflections made without that look 
back being on the heels of a tragic situation.

We appreciate Fox’s passion and atten-
tion to securing the safety of the children 
entrusted to Wings, and understand the 
frustration in not seeing a quicker, more 
robust response.

We also appreciate that Le Roux took 
steps even while the incident was unfolding 
to make corrections, such as to the map-
ping used by dispatch.

We also appreciate that discourse has 
continued following the incident and that 
action has taken place to improve and 
refine future responses in our community.

Le Roux explained he spoke with Pagosa 
Springs Police Chief William Rockensock 

100 years ago
Taken from SUN files of  

July 23, 1926
Two youths, who first gave their names 

as Jim and Jack Cody, aged 18 and 20, re-
spectively, but later stated that their correct 
names were James Cody and  ______ Lowell, 
are now in the county jail at Pagosa Springs 
and will be taken to Buena Vista Sunday 
by Sheriff Geo. A. Dutton to enter the state 
reformatory where they will commence to 
serve indeterminate sentences imposed 
yesterday by Judge F.A. Byrne in the county 
court on their pleas of guilty in the charges 
of larceny of horses, gun, coats and saddles 
from Archuleta county residents.

They made an unsuccessful preliminary 
attempt this afternoon to dig their way out of 
jail and escape some time during tonight, but 
will be rewarded by occupying the cells until 
Sunday morning, when with Sheriff Dutton 
they are going to add to their travels by taking 
a little trip to Buena Vista. If, by their behavior 
there, they appear to be displeased with the 
accommodations and treatment offered by 
the good state of Colorado, they will later be 
persuaded to try the service offered at the big 
hotel in Canon City.  

75 years ago
Taken from SUN files of  

July 20, 1951
A party of engineers and officials from 

the State of New Mexico and the Bureau of 
Reclamation were in this area the first of the 
week studying the engineering feasibility of 
the San Juan-Chama diversion project. 

The purpose of the party was to make 
the final investigation of the details of the 
proposed San Juan-Chama diversion project 
for submission to the Congress for authoriza-
tion. Before this is done, however, the state of 
New Mexico must decide on its desires in the 
matter. As it now stands, most of the water 
that is left in the San Juan after local users 
have been taken care of has been allocated to 
New Mexico. The Bureau of Reclamation has 
drawn up plans for several ways in which this 
water may be utilized by New Mexico, the two 
main ones being a large reservoir at Shiprock 
for developing unirrigated land and the San 
Juan Chama Diversion project. The project 
would consist of dams and reservoirs on the 
East and West forks of the San Juan, on the 
Blanco and on the Navajo rivers. These dams 
and reservoirs would be joined together by 
tunnels and canals and the water impounded 
to be used to first meet the rights of local us-
ers and secondly taken over the Continental 
Divide just this side of Chama where it would 
run into Willow Creek and eventually, the 
Rio Grande.

50 years ago
Taken from SUN files of  

July 22, 1976
A group of travelers will arrive in 

Archuleta County August 5 in a re-en-
actment of the famous Dominguez and 
Escalante expedition.

Arrival time is late afternoon and they 
will cross the San Juan River into Colorado at 
the Carracas bridge. They will be welcomed 
by a group of local officials and there is a 
possibility that the governor of Colorado will 
also be on hand to extend greetings.

It was in July of 1776, 200 years ago, that 
Franciscan Fathers Atanasio Dominguez 
and Silverstre Velez de Escalante rode out 
of Santa Fe, New Mexico in search of a 
land route to Monterey, Calif. The expedi-
tion spent many months searching for this 
route, kept a record of its travels, and was 
unique in that not one drop of blood was 
shed by friend or foe on the trip.

25 years ago
Taken from SUN files of  

July 19, 2001
Three county issues joined hands this 

week as the board of county commission-
ers focused on alternatives connected with 
adding space for public services conducted 
in the courthouse.

Sales taxes, a county administrator, and 
the whens, hows, and how much of build-
ing a new county courthouse emerged as 
issues even as the commissioners listened 
to representatives of Carter and Burgess at 
a July 12 workshop.

“This was the first of many meetings we 
plan to hold with specialists in the field,” 
said Gene Crabtree, chairman of the board 
of county commissioners. “Generally it was 
a fact-finding session. We’re studying ways 
to look at getting a new courthouse. The old 
courthouse is bulging at the seams.”

Alden Ecker and Bill Downey, the re-
maining county commissioners, also agree 
the need is pressing.

“Considering the economy and inter-
est rates, now is probably the best time in 
history for building and financing because 
interest rates are so low,” said Ecker. “The 
economy probably won’t stay where it is; 
building is likely to be more expensive in 
the future.”
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and reviewed the standard operating pro-
cedure. He indicated upgrades were made 
so that if a call stems from a school, child 
learning center or place of worship and 
there is a delayed response for any reason 
by the agency with jurisdiction, that leading 
jurisdiction will be asked if other agencies 
should be dispatched to help.

“We can only look at moving forward,” 
Le Roux said, pointing out this incident 
is an opportunity to learn, change and 
become better.

In today’s world especially, we want 
certainty that any child care and education 
facility — and congregate living facilities, 
medical centers, senior centers, etc. — are 
as safe as possible. We hope discussions 
will continue on a regular basis as situa-
tions arise so those charged with protect-
ing and teaching our children (and other 
vulnerable populations) and those charged 
with protecting the community can con-
tinue to work better and better together, 
such as Fox’s suggestion that dispatchers 
ask more yes/no questions to allow a caller 
to provide more information with less risk 
of further escalating a situation. We feel that 
could be applied to a wide variety of calls 
dispatch receives if it doesn’t already occur.

We are thankful that everyone sprung to 
action — Wings for immediately calling law 
enforcement to help diffuse and end an 
escalated situation, and law enforcement 
for quickly working to correct errors and 
ensure better response in the future — but 
hope that we never have the need to test 
the improvements.

Randi Pierce

An opportunity for improvement

Date 	 High 	Low       Precipitation
			   Moisture 	Type        Depth 

7/14	 86	 55	 0.00	 NA	 NA
7/15	 81	 50	 0.08	 NA	 NA
7/16	 81 	 48	 0.04	 NA	 NA
7/17	 80	 55	 0.24	 NA	 NA
7/18	 79	 51	 0.27	 NA	 NA
7/19	 89	 51	 0.32	 NA	 NA
7/20	 94	 49	 T	 NA	 NA

Weather data

(970) 264-1301
intermountainpropane.com

The following 
weather information 
is brought to you as a 

public service by

Looking Back

From the July 30, 1970 Pagosa SUN — NEW BUSINESS — A new automatic car wash has been installed at Lou’s Texaco Ser-
vice. The car wash is automated and drivers actuate the washing mechanism by inserting coins in the machine and driving 
through the wash building. Details of a grand opening for the new business will be found elsewhere in the paper.



Work activity
• U.S. 160 traffic shift: Crews will move traffic to 

the south side of U.S. 160 from Pagosa Springs 
Middle School to the west side of 2nd Street to begin 
construction on the north side of U.S. 160 and 3rd 
Street. This shift is anticipated to take place at the 
end of the week.

• 100-200 blocks: Crews continue work on sub-
grade in anticipation of future paving.

• Lewis Street: The team has completed the utility 
work at the Lewis Street intersection. Crews have 
completed about 50 percent of the concrete paving 
in the intersection.

• 3rd Street intersection (north side): Work con-
tinues on the north side of the 3rd Street intersection. 
Pedestrians may access the north side of main street 
from the 4th Street and Hot Springs Boulevard cross-
walk during the work period. Anticipate the closure 

to last two more weeks.
• Pedestrian safety: Pedestrian crosswalks are 

open at 4th, 5th, 7th and 8th streets as an alternative 
to access businesses along Lewis Street or anywhere 
on the 400 block. Our team continues to see pedes-
trians not practicing good safety measures, jumping 
barricades and crossing U.S. 160. Our work zone is 
extremely active in several locations, and we want to 
keep everyone safe.

Stay informed and connect with the 
project

• Call the project information line: (970) 335-9230. 
• Email the project team: Pagosa160reconstruc-

tion@gmail.com.
• Visit the project website: www.codot.gov/proj-

ects/us160pagosasprings.
• Subscribe to project updates: subscription.

cotrip.org.

What I’m not for is our tax money 
being used for things like pay in-
creases and things that can wait till 
the economy improves. We need our 
decision makers to be working for us 
and our community.

Personally I need more transpar-
ency and accountability on any new 
projects and a vote on where our tax 
money goes. If tax payers are picking 
up the tab we have a right to express 
our opinions about how that money 
is spent.

Rebecca Curling
Editor’s note: The school district is 

its own taxing entity that is contem-
plating asking voters for a tax increase 
to fund a new K-8 school building 
and other facility improvements and 
needs. A funding increase for the 
school district would not fund town or 
county salaries, county or federal road 
projects, or programs or projects car-
ried out by other entities that are not 
in partnership with the school district.

The school board held a special 
meeting the evening of Wednesday, 
July 22 (after this issue The SUN had 
gone to the press), at which they heard 
about the results of the polling. For 
more on those results, see the next 
issue of The SUN and www.Pagosa-
SUN.com.

Dog feces
Dear Editor:

Last night my wife and I attended 
the Comfest concert in Yamaguchi 
Park. We attended several of these last 
year and enjoyed them very much.

We were disappointed to find the 
spectators’ area riddled with dog fe-
ces. Not just a pile here and there, but 
spread so thick you could hardly take 
a step without having to dodge one.

Two questions come to mind.
1. Who doesn’t pick up after their 

dog in a public park?
2. Why didn’t concert organizers 

have the field cleared of feces before 
the concert?

I hope this was an aberration and 
that future concerts will offer a more 
pleasant spectator area.

Jeff Kerr

Re: Opinion
Dear Editor:

The recent letter, “Opinion,” con-
cerning the June 18 DOJ opinion 
reflects a sincere concern for people 
with disabilities. I share both that 
concern and the desire to improve 
their lives. Yet the letter also illus-
trates a pattern that has become 
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Letters
Letters to the Editor are print-

ed as received and are not edited 
for grammar or punctuation, but 
may have been edited for content 
or style.

Letters to the Editor are opin-
ions and information in them 
has not been verified for ac-
curacy.

The opinions of letter writers 
do not necessarily represent those 
of the paper.

School funding
Dear Editor:

Recently I got a phone call that was 
a survey that pertained to the K-8 
school that we are in desperate need 
of building. In the survey the ques-
tions kept focusing on how much I 
would be willing to pay on additional 
property taxes to met the required 
money to match a grand. It was hard 
to keep up with the information, 
the caller talked rapidly and some 
background noise made it difficult 
to hear. What I understand was the 
property taxes would be increased 
to meet the demand regardless of 
the actual property value. I definitely 
need more actual amounts and how 
long the increase would last. Once 
the taxes were raised what would that 
money be actually used for. There are 
some things that need to be done and 
some things that shouldn’t happen. 
The needs would be things like: A 
new roof and hvac unit for the high 
school. The high school needs an 
activity building.

How about solar or a generator at 
the water company so we can get 
water during the power outages. How 
about supporting meals on wheels for 
our home bound citizens. Our most 
vulnerable neighbors.

I don’t want to see pay increase for 
County of City Commissioners. I 
don’t want the city to buy 300 acres 
on reservoir hill for a park. We don’t 
need another park at this time. 
After the economy improves that’s 
definitely a wish list item. Timing is 
everything right now, we need more 
necessities at this time than luxuries.

Currently our tax money isn’t tak-
ing care of our basics needs. For 
instance piedra road is a washboard 
and the weeds on the side of our 
county roads hasn’t been mowed 
for years.

I’m all for a new school for K-8. 

U.S. 160 reconstruction information

Information provided by Colorado Department of Transportation

Stay informed with local reporting that matters.

all too common in our political 
discourse. We identify a difficult 
problem, assign blame to an admin-
istration we already dislike, reassure 
ourselves that we have taken the mor-
ally proper position, and move on. If 
we truly care about those affected by 
public policy, we owe them and we 
owe ourselves our best thinking in 
pursuit of better solutions. 

The questions worth debating 
begin where assigning blame ends. 
Which responsibilities belong with 
the federal government, and which 
should be left to the states? How do 
we protect civil rights while encour-
aging innovation and accountability? 
How should disability services be 
funded fairly and sustainably? How 
do we attract and retain the workforce 
needed to provide quality care? And 
once we adopt a policy, how will we 
measure whether it is actually im-
proving people’s lives?

Reasonable people can disagree 
on every one of those questions. They 
should - not because they are easy, 
but because they are hard. Honest 
engagement on hard questions is 
where better ideas can be found.

As citizens, we should expect that 
every public dollar will produce the 
greatest practical benefit for the 
people it is intended to serve. To 
achieve that, governments should 
define success, measure results, 
publish the evidence, acknowledge 
mistakes, and continuously improve. 
That is how good businesses improve. 
It should also be how good govern-
ment improves.

Perhaps every public proposal—
whether from a citizen, an advocacy 
group, or a government official—
should answer three simple ques-
tions before asking for our support: 
What outcome are we trying to 
achieve? What policy do we believe 
will achieve it? And what evidence 
would convince us that it is work-
ing—or that it should be changed?

Recognizing a problem is the be-
ginning of good public policy, not its 
conclusion. The work that follows is 
harder: asking better questions, test-
ing better ideas, and building better 
policies. Compassion is measured 
not by the strength of our convictions, 
but by the quality of the solutions we 
build. In the end, good government 
is measured not by the passion of 
our opinions, but by the quality of the 
lives it improves.

Sincerely,
John Repko

Letters
The SUN welcomes letters from 
readers.

Please submit your letter electronically 
in a format that can be copied and 
pasted to editor@pagosasun.com 
or via the form at www.PagosaSUN.
com. Letters must not be in all 
capitals.

All letters must:

• be 500 words or less

• include the actual first and last 
name of the author

• include the author’s address and 
daytime phone number

• be received by The SUN by noon on 
Tuesday (deadline may move up due 
to a holiday)

Letters will be limited to two per 
month per letter writer.

Letters quoting other people must 
contain proper attribution.

Letters from letter-writing campaigns 
may not be printed.

There is no guarantee letters will be 
published.

Poetry, anonymous letters, letters 
that are libelous or in poor taste, 
or that attack a private citizen or 
business will not be published.

If necessary, only one letter pertaining 
to a candidate or political issue will 
be printed in each edition up to three 
weeks prior to the election.

The SUN generally does not edit letters, 
but reserves the right to do so.

Week of July 27-Aug. 1

Grills, FuelGrills, Fuel
& Flavor @ Terry’s!& Flavor @ Terry’s!

*within 10 miles of store

Prices are as marked. All sales final on discounted items, cash and carry, no returns on sale items, discounts do not apply to sale items, sale prices may not be combined 
with other discounts. Delivery and set up or installation not included. Some other exclusions may apply. Limited to stock on hand.

525 Navajo Trail Drive • 731-4022 
Mon-Fri 7:30-6 • Sat 8-5 • Sun 9-4 

See our ads on TerrysACE.com
Shop www.acehardware.com for free in store pickup

WE’RE OPEN!
This mercantile 
store was 
originally opened 
in 1912 in the 
railroad town of 
Pagosa Junction.

It was relocated 
to the fairgrounds 
to preserve this 
unique piece of 
Archuleta County 
history.

Our family is 
opening the doors. 
We hope you’ll 
stop by.

July 31, 1-5 p.m. • August 1st, 10 a.m.-5 p.m.
at the Archuleta County Fairgrounds, south of Pagosa Springs on U.S. 84

Archuleta County Democratic Club to meet Aug. 5
By Lynn R. Frederick
Archuleta County Democratic Club

Finding quality day care and pre-
schools for the 5 and under crowd is 
a challenge everywhere, especially 
if you do not have an income well 
above average.  

Part of the solution in Pagosa 
Springs is the nonprofit preschool 
and daycare center Wings Early 
Childhood Center.  

On Wednesday, Aug. 5, Ben Fox, 
director of Wings, will share infor-
mation on how this preschool is 
meeting that need, what challenges 
it faces and what the center could 
do if it had sufficient resources.  

The local Democratic Club will 
meet to hear Ben Fox at 11:30 a.m. 
at Uncle’s. 

The Archuleta County Democratic 
Club meets monthly. The club gives 
local Democrats the opportunity to 
meet with other Democrats and to 
hear speakers from the community, 
to meet candidates for local and na-
tional offices, and to hear about top-
ics of timely interest. 

Plan on coming by 11:30 a.m. to 
order lunch.  Having cash will facili-
tate ordering. Everyone is welcome 
to attend.  You do not need to be a 
registered Democrat. 

For more information, contact 
lynnfrederick1@gmail.com.  

The League of Women Voters of Archuleta 
County celebrating first anniversary
By Donna Mosher
League of Women Voters of Archuleta 
County

The League of Women Voters of 
Archuleta County is celebrating its 
first anniversary. We invite the com-
munity — women and men — to join 
us as we support strong voting rights 
and enjoy nonpartisan programs 
about issues of interest to everyone. 

On Monday, July 27, at 5:30 p.m., 
the local league will review our first 
year and plan for the next. Join us at 
the Community United Methodist 
Church on Lewis Street. 

We will review the reception of the 
recent showing of the documentary 
“Join or Die” at the Liberty Theatre 
and the participation of 10 worthy 
local nonprofits. We will also present 
the league’s updated organizational 
structure and invite interested folks 
to take a role. 

Attendees will also learn about the 
opportunity to take part in the Colo-
rado League of Women Voters’ can-
didate forum training. 

To learn more about the League of 
Women Voters of Archuleta County, 
visit https://lwvcolorado.org/LWVAr-
chuleta.



Rex Hott 
Rex Hott passed away June 18, 

2026, in Seattle, Wash.
He was born Feb. 29, 1968, in Can-

yon City, Colo.
Rex grew up 

i n  P a g o s a 
Springs, gradu-
ating from high 
school here.

His career 
was as a recre-
ational director 
for hotels, and 
he was a real 
people person.

He was pre-
ceded in death by his parents, R.D. 
and Jody Hott, and his sister, Daylene 
Hott. He is survived by his brother, Sid 
Hott, and nephew, Dale Hott.

Werner Kuhne 
June 9, 1944-Sept. 18, 2025
Werner Kuhne passed away on 

Sept. 18, 2025, leaving behind a 
legacy of innovation, adventure, and 
a life lived with curiosity and purpose.

Born on June 9, 1944, in West Ger-
many, Werner began his career at 
just 13 years old with a tool-and-

d i e  a p p r e n -
ticeship, laying 
the foundation 
for a lifetime 
o f  e n g i n e e r-
ing excellence. 
From 1962 to 
1965, he served 
as an assistant 
engineer in the 
German Merchant Marines, fulfilling 
his dream of seeing the world.

In 1965, Werner immigrated to the 
United States and settled in Chicago, 
where he worked as a machinist. 
During a road trip in the early 1970s, 
he discovered Pagosa Springs and 
knew he had found home. In 1974, 
he moved his family here and found-
ed Miniature Automation Systems 
(MAS). As a mechanical engineer, 
he designed and built specialty 
machinery for the electronics in-
dustry and manufactured precision 
components, earning the respect of 
customers and colleagues through 
his ingenuity, craftsmanship and 
dedication.

Beyond his work, Werner em-
braced every opportunity for adven-
ture. A lifelong traveler, he continued 
checking items off his bucket list well 

into his 70s, including skydiving and 
bungee jumping, proving that age 
was never a barrier to living life to 
the fullest. He also treasured time 
spent relaxing on his houseboat at 
Lake Powell with family and friends.

Werner was preceded in death by 
his beloved daughter, Christine 
Leada Kuhne. He is survived by his 
loving wife, Hildegard Kuhne; his 
son, Maik Kuhne; his daughter, San-
dra Kuhne; and many dear friends 
and loved ones who will cherish his 
memory.

A celebration of life will be held on 
Saturday, Aug. 8, at Werner’s shop, 
beginning around 11 a.m. and con-
tinuing throughout the afternoon. 
Family, friends and all who knew 
Werner are warmly invited to gather, 
share stories and celebrate the re-
markable life of a man whose crafts-
manship, adventurous spirit and 
generous heart left a lasting impact 
on everyone who knew him. 

Sheryn Lee Young 
On Friday, July 17, we lost an 

amazing woman. Sheryn Lee Young 
passed away and joined Jesus in heav-
en. She loved her family, animals, 
quilting, knitting and baking. She was 

known as the 
cookie lady at 
the Bank of the 
San Juans. She 
loved to sing 
and laugh and 
pray for people. 
We will always 
remember the 
laughter and 
joy we shared 
daily. She had 
dementia for quite a while and now 
she is at peace and in her right mind. 
Mom, you will be missed terribly. We 
know that you are enjoying seeing 
your daughter (Christie) and son 
(Luke), grandson (Anthony), as well 
as your brother and parents. In loving 
memory of Sheryn Young.
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Stand On Skid Steer
Telehandler
Trench Roller
Track Skid Steers
Carpet Cleaners

391 Bastille Drive
(970) 731-4410

See our full line 
of equipment on 
pinevalleyrental.com

Our NEW 
EQUIPMENT 
is HERE!
Just in time for your SUMMER PROJECTS!

Our fleet has arrived, 
shiny and grand,
the perfect tools, 
right in your hand.

Meet & Greet 
Wednesday, August 5th | 1:00-2:00pm

PSMC Board Room • 95 S. Pagosa Boulevard

PSMC General Surgery 
Community Presentation

Please join our PSMC Director of Surgical Services, Ashley Bridges, 
and new General Surgeon, Dr. Kate Gazenko, 

for a community meet and greet.

Kate Gazenko, MD

First-Class Care Close To Home
970.731.3700 | 95 S. Pagosa Blvd | pagosaspringsmedicalcenter.org

Water conservancy district talks ranch maintenance strategy
By Josh Pike
Staff Writer

The San Juan Water Conservancy 
District (SJWCD) Board of Directors 
continued discussion of various as-
pects of the maintenance of Running 
Iron Ranch at its July 20 meeting, 
including fencing maintenance and 
leasing of nearby national forest land.

SJWCD board member Charles 
Riehm summarized previous discus-
sions of the topic to the board, includ-
ing a tour of the ranch he previously 
took with Steve Laverty, who owns an 
adjoining ranch and has indicated a 
potential interest in running cattle on 
the property, and discussions with 
U.S. Forest Service (USFS) San Juan 
District Ranger Josh Peck, who indi-
cated that the USFS will not be leas-
ing the national forest property that 
adjoins the ranch for cattle grazing in 
2026 and likely will not lease it in 2027 
to allow time for vegetation recovery.

Riehm noted that, from his con-
versation with Peck, he recognized 
that, if the same individual leased the 
Running Iron Ranch and the adjacent 
national forest land to graze cattle, 
the SJWCD would not need to fix 
the fences between these properties, 
changing the fencing costs.

Riehm also covered a conversa-
tion he had with Park Ditch Company 
representative Bob Formwalt about 

potentially using sheets of aluminum 
wreckage left behind on the Run-
ning Iron Ranch from a semi truck 
crash on Wolf Creek Pass to create 
protective covers for water diversion 
gates to prevent people from falling 
into them.

Riehm added that Formwalt is also 
potentially interested in collecting 
some or all of the iron objects cur-
rently residing on the ranch and haul-
ing them off for him to sell or use in 
personal projects, which would save 
the district the cost of having to pay 
to remove them.

Riehm commented that this dis-
cussion raised larger questions about 
how the district wants to handle deals 
with private individuals to obtain 
items from the ranch or perform 
maintenance on it.

“Well, it’s not actually our prop-
erty, it’s public property,” said SJWCD 
board member Rob Hagberg. “We 
can’t just give stuff away.”

SJWCD board member John Kap-
pelman commented that the district 
needs to discard items from the prop-
erty through an open, public process 
if it decides to do so.

SJWCD board member Candace 
Jones noted that it would likely be a 
“good deal” if the district can reach an 
agreement with someone to remove 
items like barn siding at no cost to 
the district.

However, she added that the dis-
trict should avoid doing these deals 
in a way that appears preferential to 
specific individuals.

In response to a question from 
Riehm about how to do this, SJWCD 
board president Randy Cooper stated 
that he would prefer to not develop a 
process at this time and focus on ef-
fectively managing the ranch.

Riehm then raised the issue of 
how the district wants to approach 
tearing down buildings on the ranch, 
noting that this is unlikely to occur 
in the next couple years, but that the 
district will likely have to do it even-
tually and will have to determine a 
bidding process that will reduce costs 
to the district and allow the contrac-
tor to obtain whatever benefit they 
can from tearing down the buildings.

“Yeah, that’s in the future,” Cooper 
said. “We really have to address it. 
We’re not going to address it right 
now.”

Riehm and Hagberg noted their 
support for allowing the Park Ditch 
Company to use the aluminum 
wreckage to make safety improve-
ments to the ditch since this would be 
using resources the district controls 
to benefit the overall ditch users.

Riehm also mentioned that he 
discussed weed control on the prop-
erty with Archuleta County Weed and 
Pest Supervisor Ethan Proud, and he 

indicated that he could potentially 
do treatment of weeds in August or 
September, although he is booked 
currently.

Cooper commented that weed 
control needs to be the district’s No. 
1 priority on the property, especially 
given the concerns of the Park Ditch 
Company about the issue.

Riehm stated that he would con-
tinue to work on the situation and 
keep the board updated.

Strategic objectives
Also at the July 20 meeting, the 

SJWCD approved updated strategic 
objectives for 2026 and 2027. 

The objectives, which the board 
unanimously approved, include:

• Implementing the settlement of 
the litigation between the SJWCD, 
the Pagosa Area Water and Sanita-
tion District, and the Colorado Water 
Conservation Board over the man-
agement and future of the Running 
Iron Ranch. 

• Moving forward with a water 
demand study and identifying fund-
ing sources for the proposed reservoir 
at Running Iron Ranch.

• Engaging with the community 
through involvement in ongoing 
water-related planning efforts in 
Archuleta County and the overall 
region.

josh@pagosasun.com

Services
Isae Matlock 

Isae Matlock’s celebration of life 
will be celebrated Aug. 29, 2026, at 2 
p.m. at the Pagosa Bible Church, 209 
Harman Park Drive. You can watch 
live at https://pagosabiblechurch.
org/.

Water conservancy district considers relocating office again
By Josh Pike
Staff Writer

At its July 20 meeting, the San Juan 
Water Conservancy District (SJWCD) 
Board of Directors discussed relocat-
ing the district’s offices to a space at 
First Southwest Bank at 249 Navajo 
Trail Drive from its current location 
at 4670 West U.S. 160.

The district relocated to its current 
location in January following the end-
ing of its lease at its previous Eaton 
Drive location.

SJWCD board member Rob Hag-
berg explained that he and SJWCD 
board member Joe Tedder met with 
an agent of First Southwest Bank and 
were able to come to an agreement on 
lease terms, including a $870 security 

deposit to hold an office space at the 
bank.

He added that the district would 
have occupancy as of Dec. 1 and 
move-in rights as of Nov. 30.

Hagberg stated that the district 
would have a corner office location 
in the bank.

If the district backs out of its lease, 
it will lose the security deposit, which 

will otherwise roll over and become a 
damage deposit, he stated.

Hagberg added that the rent 
would be $435 per month, which is 
significantly less than the approxi-
mately $800 per month the district 
pays at its current location.

He noted that the district would 
have to reserve the bank’s meeting 



Early Fair Events — Open to the public
Saturday, July 25, 10  am Horse Show Rodeo Arena 
Saturday, July 25, 1  pm Quilt Judging Stith Room
Sunday, July 26, 10  am  Gymkhana Rodeo Arena

Fair Events — Thur., July 30-Sun., Aug. 2
Every Day of the Fair

9 am – 6 pm  Adventure Zone  Fairgrounds 
9 am – 6 pm  Loco Toro Mechanical Bull  Fairgrounds 
9 am – 8 pm  Education and Informational Displays  Fairgrounds 
9 am – 8 pm  Vendors/Food and Merchandise Booths  Vendor Row 
9 am – 8 pm  Open Class Entries and Displays  Exhibit Hall & Stith Room 
9 am – 9 pm  4-H Livestock Viewing  Hughes Pavilion 
10 am – 6 pm  Kids Game Open Play  Kids Game Tent 
10 am – 8 pm  Various Entertainment and Shows  Activity Tent 
11 am – Midnight  Beer Garden  Activity Tent 
Evenings  Live Music  Activity Tent

Thursday, July 31st - Fair Officially Opens
9:00 am  Exhibit Hall & Stith Room Opens  Extension Building 
9:00 am  Livestock Viewing  Hughes Pavilion 
9:00 am  Goat Show  Hughes Pavilion 
9:00 am – 5:00 pm  Fire Department Trailer Open Fairgrounds 
10:00 am – 4:00 pm  LPEA STEM Program 4-H Hall
1:00 pm  Chicken Show  Hughes Pavilion 
1:30 pm  Kids Blow-Up Costume Race  Activity Tent  
2:30 pm  Three-Legged Race  Activity Tent 
3:00 pm Public Health Presentation on Stage Activity Tent 
3:30 pm  Trivia Nail Driving Competition  Activity Tent  
4:00 pm  OWLS Skills Presentation  Activity Tent  
5:00 pm  75 Challenge  Activity Tent  
6:00 pm  Swine Show  Hughes Pavilion
5:15 pm – 6:15 pm  Line Dance Lessons with Benellen  Activity Tent 
6:00 pm  Cornhole Tournament  Activity Tent 
8:00 pm  Exhibit Hall & Stith Room Closes  Extension Building 
11:00 pm  Fair Closes  Fairgrounds

Friday, July 31st
9:00 am  Exhibit Hall & Stith Room Opens  Extension Building 
9:00 am  Livestock Viewing  Hughes Pavilion 
9:00 am  Lamb Show  Hughes Pavilion 
1:00 pm  Pie Eating Contest  Activity Tent 
1:30 pm  Wild West Shoot Out  Old West Town 
1:45 pm  Kids Blow-Up Costume Race Activity Tent 
2:00 pm  Wildman Phil & his Exotic Animals  Activity Tent 
2:00  – 4:00 pm Smokey the Bear Education Tent
3:00 pm  75 Challenge Activity Tent 
3:00 pm  Fire Department Extinguisher Demos  Fairgrounds
3:15 pm Trivia Nail Driving Competition Activity Tent 
3:30 pm  Wild West Shoot Out  Old West Town
4:00 pm Wildman Phil & his Exotic Animals Activity Tent 
5:00 pm – 7:00 pm  Horseshoe Pitch Practice  Horseshoe Pits
5:15 pm Spanish Fiesta Dance Demonstration Activity Tent
5:30 pm BMX Show Fairgrounds
5:45 pm – 6:45 pm  Line Dance Lessons with Beverly Activity Tent
6:00 pm  Beef Show  Hughes Pavilion 
7:00 pm  Open Rodeo  Rodeo Arena 
 Tough Enough to Wear Pink Event Subject to change.

2026 Archuleta County 
Fair Schedule

Fairgrounds on Highway 84 & 160
 Pink Pony Race
8:00 pm  Exhibit Hall and Stith Room Close  Extension Hall 
8:30 pm – 11:30 pm  Live Music/Dance – Tylor Brandon  Activity Tent

Saturday, August 1st
8:30 am  Showmanship Clinic  Hughes Pavilion 
9:00 am  Exhibit Hall & Stith Room Open  Extension Building 
9:00 am  Livestock Viewing  Hughes Pavilion 
9:00 am  Horseshoe Pitching  Horseshoe Pitch 
9:30 am  BMX Show  Fairgrounds 
9:00 am – 5:00 pm  Fire Department Trailer Open Fairgrounds 
9:00 am – 5:00 pm  Step Back In Time Old West Town
 Durango Wild West Entertainment 
10:00 am – 5:00 pm  Gomez Store — Historical Building Open Old West Town
10:00 am  Fire Department Extinguisher Demo  Fairgrounds 
10:00 am Master Showmanship Hughes Pavilion
10:15 am Kids Blow-Up Costume Race Activity Tent
10:30 am  Wildman Phil & his Exotic Animals  Activity Tent 
11:00 am  Ranch Rodeo  Red Ryder Arena 
11:30 am  BMX Show  Fairgrounds 
11:45 am Wild West Shoot Out Old West Town
12 noon  Wildman Phil & his Exotic Animals  Activity Tent 
12:00  – 2:00 pm Smokey the Bear Education Tent
1:00 pm  Pie Eating Contest  Activity Tent 
1:15 pm 75 Challenge Activity Tent
1:30 pm Trivia Nail Driving Contest Activity Tent
1:45 pm Wild West Shoot Out Old West Town
2:00 pm  Battle of the Badges Activity Tent
2:30 pm  Wildman Phil & his Exotic Animals  Activity Tent 
3:00 pm  Fire Department Extinguisher Demo  Fairgrounds 
3:00 pm  Homemaker of the Year Award  Extension Building 
3:30 pm  Wild West Shoot Out  Old West Town 
3:30 pm  BMX Show  Fairgrounds 
4:00 pm-6:30 pm  Live Music – San Juan Mountain Boys  Activity Tent
4:30 pm-6:30 pm  Chuckwagon Dinner  Activity Tent
5:00 pm  Royalty Introductions and Crowning
 Home Maker of the Year
 Honorees
 Conservationist of the Year
5:30 pm  JR Livestock Auction/ Registration  Hughes Pavilion
6:30 pm  JR Livestock Auction  Hughes Pavilion
8:00 pm  Exhibit Hall & Stith Room Close  Extension Building
8:30 pm – 11:30 pm  Live Music/Fair Dance – Bo DePena  Activity Tent

Sunday, August 2nd
8:00 am- 9:00 am  Kids’ Rodeo Check-In  Red Ryder Rodeo Arena 
9:00 am  Parent Master Showmanship  Hughes Pavilion 
9:00 am  Exhibit Hall & Stith Room Open  Extension Building 
9:00 am-2:00 pm  Livestock Viewing  Hughes Pavilion 
9:00 am-11:00 am  Pancake Breakfast  Activity Tent 
9:00 am-12:00 pm  Live Music — Tim Sullivan  Activity Tent 
10:00 am  Kids’ Rodeo  Rodeo Arena 
12:30 pm  Medieval Armored Combat  Fairgrounds 
2:00 pm  Livestock Animals Released  Hughes Pavilion 
 See 4-H Office for Schedule 
2:00 pm  Fair Closes until next year  Fairgrounds 
2:00 pm-4:00 pm  Release of Open Class Projects/Premiums Paid  Exhibit Building 
2:00 pm-4:00 pm  Release of 4-H Projects  Stith Room
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Business
San Juan Trading Post
635 San Juan St. (Hwy 160)  • (970) 731-PAWN (7296)

H Got Gold? Get Cash! H
Turn your old, broken jewelry 

into CASH TODAY
We buy gold, 

silver, guns, 

ammo and 
more.

Need $100? Need $5,000? 
Come see us now!

$ CASH LOANS $
Short-term loans based on collateral only, we take collateral on the following:

Cars • Trucks • Trailers • ATVs • Motorcycles 
Guns • Gold • Jewelry • Silver & More

and sell it too.

WE BUY

GOLD
We buy gold, 
silver, guns, 

coins and 
more.

Barbara Swindlehurst
CIPS CRS GRI SFR CNE

REALTOR®, BROKER/ OWNER
C: 303.618.7423 • O: 970.264.6673

Barbara@MountainMeadowRealEstate.com

409 Lewis Street • MountainMeadowRealEstate.info

OPEN HOUSE

$1,450,000

797954

Saturday, July 25, Noon-3 pm 
Imagine your days spent on the lake or 
relaxing on your back patio, surround-
ed by breathtaking mountain scenery. 
Welcome to this charming home nes-
tled directly on Hatcher Lake in the 
Pagosa Lakes community. This beau-
tifully maintained 2,792-square-foot 
residence features 4 bedrooms and 3 
full bathrooms, including two primary 
suites—one conveniently located on 
the main level and the other on the upper level. Ideal for multi-generational living 
or simply enjoying extra space, the home offers room for everyone to spread out and 
relax. The main level boasts a bright sunroom for year-round enjoyment.

To tour this home go to: https://pspixeltree.com/31-Laguna-Pl-1

31 Laguna Place
$895,000 • MLS# 833147

Report: Colorado’s housing 
market remains steady

County’s June unemployment rate up slightly from May
By Clayton Chaney
Staff Writer

According to a July 17 report from 
the Colorado Department of Labor 
and Employment (CDLE), Archuleta 
County’s unemployment rate rose to 
3.2 percent in June, which is up from 
May’s figure of 2.9 percent.

The county’s unemployment rate 
for June 2025 was 3.6 percent.

Archuleta County’s labor force 
totaled at 6,496 with 211 unem-
ployed, according to the report. That 
compares to a labor force of 6,730 in 
May, with 195 unemployed.

Colorado’s seasonally adjusted 
unemployment rate has remained 
unchanged at 3.9 percent for the sixth 
consecutive month, the report notes.

According to the survey of house-
holds, the number of unemployed 
individuals decreased by 1,200 to 
124,800 from May to June. 

 The report also notes, “Colorado’s 
labor force decreased by 12,900 in 

June to 3,193,300. The share of Colo-
radans participating in the labor force 
was 65.6 percent in June, three-tenths 
of a percentage point lower than in 
May. This marks the lowest labor force 
participation rate since July 2020. The 
U.S. labor force participation rate de-
creased three-tenths of a percentage 
point to 61.5 percent in June.”

The national unemployment rate 
dropped one-tenth of a percent to 4.2 
percent for June.

Costilla County had the highest 
unemployment rate in the state in 
June at 7.1 percent, followed by Mor-
gan County at 6 percent. 

Cheyenne and Yuma counties tied 
for the lowest unemployment rate in 
the state at 2.3 percent.

Regionally, the report shows La 
Plata County with a 3.5 percent un-
employment rate in June, San Juan 
County at 2.9 percent, Mineral Coun-
ty at 3.8 percent, Hinsdale County at 
2.5 percent, Rio Grande County at 
4 percent and Conejos County at 4 

percent. 

Job loss, growth
“Employers in Colorado gained 

4,800 nonfarm payroll jobs from May 
to June for a total of 2,970,800 jobs, 
according to the survey of business 
establishments. Private sector pay-
roll jobs increased by 4,700, while 
government increased by 100,” the 
report notes.

The report also states, “May esti-
mat e s  w e re  re v i s e d  d ow n  t o 
2,966,000, and the over the month 
change from April to May was a 
decrease of 900 jobs rather than the 
originally estimated decrease of 400 
(monthly revisions are based on ad-
ditional responses from businesses 
and government agencies since the 
last published estimates).”

Nonfarm payroll jobs estimates 
are based on a survey of business es-
tablishments and government agen-
cies, and are intended to measure 
the number of jobs, not the number 
of people employed.

The private-industry sectors with 
significant over-the-month job gains 
in June were:

• Leisure and hospitality at about 
4,000 jobs.

• Construction at about 1,500.
• Other services at about 1,200.
• Manufacturing at about 1,000.
The private-industry sectors with 

significant over-the-month job losses 
in June were:

• Trade, transportation and utili-
ties at about 1,700 jobs.

• Information at about 1,700.
Since June 2025, nonfarm payroll 

jobs have increased by 28,600, with 
the private sector increasing by 
29,700 and government decreasing 
by 1,100 jobs.

The largest private-sector gains 
were:

• Education and health services at 
about 20,800 jobs.

• Leisure and hospitality at about 
13,000.

• Construction at about 6,100.
• Professional and business ser-

vices at about 4,000.
During that same period, payroll 

jobs declined in:
• Information by about 5,300 jobs.
• Financial activities by about 

4,500.
• Other services by about 2,200.
• Manufacturing by about 1,100.
“Colorado’s rate of job growth over 

the past year is 1.0 percent, above the 
U.S. rate of 0.3 percent,” the report 
notes.

The report further notes that, over 
the year, the average workweek for all 
Colorado employees on private non-
farm payrolls decreased from 33.9 
to 33.5 hours, while average hourly 
earnings grew from $39.15 to $39.33, 
$1.69 more than the national average 
hourly earnings of $37.64.

clayton@pagosasun.com

Colorado Association of REALTORS 

The Colorado housing market 
continued its steady pace in June, 
with signs of a more balanced market 
taking hold across much of the state, 
according to the latest Market Trends 
Housing Report from the Colorado 
Association of REALTORS (CAR). 

While elevated mortgage rates and 
affordability challenges continue 
to influence buyer behavior, buyers 
remain active, but are taking more 
time to make decisions, negotiating 
more strategically and responding 
favorably to homes that are priced 
appropriately and presented well.

Statewide, single-family home 
sales increased 0.9 percent year over 
year, while the median sales price 
rose 1.9 percent to $606,500. 

Pending sales climbed 6.6 percent, 
signaling continued buyer activity 
even as the pace of the market re-
mains more measured than in recent 
years. 

Townhome and condominium 
sales also remained stable, increasing 
0.3 percent from one year ago, while 
prices held essentially flat. 

Inventory continued to improve 
seasonally, giving buyers more op-
portunities while helping create a 
healthier balance between supply 
and demand.

“The broader takeaway is that 
lower inventory does not automati-
cally create a seller’s market,” said 
Denver County-area REALTOR Coo-
per Thayer. “The market’s outcomes 
remain stable, but the process of 
reaching those outcomes has become 
slower, more selective, and more 
negotiation driven.”

Across Colorado, local markets 
continue to reflect their own unique 
dynamics, but a common theme 
has emerged: Buyers have adjusted 
to today’s financing environment, 
sellers are becoming more realistic 
about pricing and concessions, and 
well-prepared homes continue to 
attract strong interest. 

Rather than the urgency that de-
fined recent years, this summer’s 
market is being driven by informed 
buyers, strategic sellers, and realistic 
expectations.

In Pagosa Springs, CAR member 
Wen Saunders reports, “The real 
estate market mimics summer tem-
peratures with highs and lows.”

She notes the highest year-to-date 
home inventory gains compared to 
2025 are in home prices $700,000-
$999,000 (+20.3 percent) and $2 
million-plus (+27.3 percent), explain-
ing why that market price is unusually 
quiet, as high inventory gives buyers 
many homes to choose from. 

“With more choices, the addi-
tional inventory didn’t negatively 
impact selling prices (nor did inter-

est rates because of cash buyers) as 
savvy sellers in the luxury price point 
have worked to have their homes 
show ready, updates and in pristine 
n See Housing A6

room in advance for board meetings 
at the new location.

Hagberg concluded by stating that 
the district has written and delivered 
a check to the bank to reserve the 
space.

SJWCD board member Candace 
Jones noted that the district would 
have to finalize a lease agreement 
for the space, and Hagberg replied 
that he and Tedder had examined 
a provisional agreement for a lease.

josh@pagosasun.com
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Restorative Bodywork &
Integrative Massage 
Feel Better | Move Better | Live Better

Sports recovery • Pain reduction

www.BodyworkByKevin.com

(970) 585-6415
2363 Eagle Drive Suite B #3
Between Thingamajig Theatre and Carpet One
Over 25 years experience

Now open in my new location
Schedule online today

“Any city, any state any country that 
was the best massage I have ever had!” — Sara S.“

• Asphalt Paving 

• Grading & Site Work

• Civil/ Heavy Civil

• Large & Small Projects

• Reliable, professional & efficient 
from scheduling to satisfied 
completion of your project

ASPHALT PAVING
Grading & Road Construction

970-799-0595 • estimating@pap-llc.com
WWW.PAP-LLC.COM

Call today for a 
FREE Estimate 

and to get on our 
schedule!

970-799-0595 

Serving the Four Corners for over 25 years
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OUR SAVIOR 
LUTHERAN SCHOOL
is now enrolling for the 2026/2027 

school year for Preschool and 
Elementary school classes

For more information about Classical Education 
and our school’s curriculum, please call 970-731-4668 

or e-mail oslcpagosa@gmail.com

2363 Eagle Dr Unit A, Pagosa Springs, CO 81147

970-398-2398
www.blackdiamonddds.com

All new patients who 
come into the office 
have the choice of  

free whitening trays 
or a donation to one of 

the following:
Aspen House 

Habitat for Humanity 

Pagosa Valor Academy

Our Savior Lutheran 
School

Wolf Creek Ski Team

Humane Society 

Pagosa Veterans

Cleaning exam, x rays, & whitening 
*Excludes scaling and root planning periodontal disease, 

Boost whitening trays. Expires July 31, 2026

The team of Black Diamond Dental 
is excited to serve our Community.

Dr. Justin Nylund and staff

NEW 
PATIENT 
SPECIAL

$199
Quick, affordable, not trying to upsell you on unnecessary procedures. Very clean, 
modern, and professional.

- Morganne

I was referred to Black Diamond Dental by a retired dentist. This clinic has 
the best doctor and kindest assistants you’d ever hope to meet. I had an 

emergency toothache and Dr.Nylund was able to fit me in and get right to my 
issue. Do not hesitate to use this wonderful clinic!!!!

- Christy

Dr. Nylund’s group that helped me through a tough time with an infected tooth 
comes highly recommended. The staff was stellar in accommodating me in a 
difficult time. I would be pleased to allow the doctor to work his expertise in my 
mouth. A great addition to help us here in Pagosa

- Lauren

condition, price adjustments, and 
more patience in home selling time 
periods,” she said. 

Inventory in the luxury home 
price point ($900,000+) is approach-
ing 1.5 years, indicating sellers will 
need even more patience in selling or 
price adjustments and seller conces-
sions to entice a buyer.

She adds an ongoing challenge 
facing the market is the lack of suf-
ficient homes for sale (inventory) at 
or under the median sold price year-
to-date at $611,000 (up 10.6 percent 
from 2025 at $552,500) as sales unit 
numbers are flat. 

The slowdown in this price point 
purchase is not happening because 
people no longer want to buy homes 
in this price point, but that the market 
is unevenly stuck because of the lack 
of homes, with sellers staying in place 
and choosing not to sell, especially 
those “spoiled with low interest rates.”

She adds, “This creates fewer op-
portunities for median price buyers 
to complete a purchase. Typically, 
homes in this price point also need 
updates that buyers are not willing to 
do (because of rural higher renova-
tion costs) or have additional update 
funds. Higher monthly mortgages, 
cost of living expenses (gas, groceries, 
utilities) especially affect retirees and 
first-time buyers and their purchas-
ing power.”

Overall, the June market overview 
carried positives in all categories, she 
notes, except days on market, which 
were flat at 133 days (year to date 
156 days). 

Pending sales — at 39 — were up 
56 percent from this time last year 
due to early entry home inventory. 
However, year-to-date pending sales 
are up 8.9 percent at 184 homes. Sold 
listings are up only 4 percent at 156 
homes. Active listings had smaller 
gains at 317 homes (+3.9 percent). 

Months’ supply of inventory is up 
at 10.5 months (more reflective on 
homes price above the average sales 
price (year to date $725,770). 

List price received year to date 
(96.4 percent) is the same as this time 
last year and contributed to lower 
inventory in homes priced under the 
average sales price and higher inven-
tory over the average sales price. 

“Oddly, even with higher prices, 
the long-run home ownership de-
mand is steadily working its way back 
to a normal market,” Saunders said. 
“However, affordability struggles and 
higher home prices will decide on 
who participates in home ownership. 
Clearly the Pagosa Springs peaceful 
rural lifestyle and especially second 
home ownership continue to drive 
the real estate market forward.”

Pulse Poll: Colorado families are making difficult trade-offs to get by
Colorado Health Foundation

Coloradans are delaying health 
and dental care, taking on additional 
debt and forgoing activities they once 
enjoyed as the rising cost of living and 
affordability reshapes daily life across 
the state, according to new findings 
from The Colorado Health Founda-
tion’s 2026 Pulse Poll.

For many Colorado families, eco-
nomic pressures that emerged during 
the pandemic have become a defin-
ing feature of daily life. Rising costs 
continue to force difficult choices 
between basic necessities, fueling un-
certainty for many Coloradans about 
whether they will be able to afford to 
stay in the state long term.

The 2026 Pulse Poll paints a pic-
ture of individuals and households 
making increasingly painful trade-
offs and facing increasing anxiety 
over rising costs:

• Nearly one in five Coloradans (17 
percent) reported skipping meals in 
the past year because they could not 
afford food, and nearly one-third 
(31percent) worry about affording 
enough food in the year ahead;

• Nearly half (48 percent) post-
poned medical or dental care in the 
last year;

• 42 percent are worried that they 
or someone in their household will 
be without health coverage in the 
coming year;

• 32 percent of respondents said 
they are worried about losing their 
home in the coming year because 
they can’t afford their rent or mort-
gage;

• 29 percent delayed mental health 
treatment;

• More than one in five (22 per-
cent) skipped or made a late utility 
payment;

• 73 percent cut back on recreation 
and entertainment spending; and

• 55 percent reduced their chari-
table giving.

These findings suggest that afford-
ability challenges are no longer sim-
ply affecting household budgets, they 
are changing how people live, care 
for themselves and their families, 
support their communities and plan 
for the future. 

Many residents report feeling 
squeezed by the rising costs of hous-
ing, health care and everyday neces-
sities, with concerns extending be-
yond immediate financial pressures 
to questions about long-term stability 
and quality of life. 

Three quarters (76 percent) worry 
they may not be able to afford living 
in Colorado in the future, up from 70 
percent in 2025.

Economic challenges first docu-
mented in the Pulse Poll during 
the COVID-19 pandemic have not 
meaningfully subsided for many 
Coloradans. 

The 2026 Pulse Poll finds that af-
fordability concerns continue to 
shape decisions large and small 
across Colorado. At the same time, 
frustration with government is grow-
ing, along with a desire for mean-
ingful action to address the issues 
affecting people’s lives. 

The findings arrive as Colorado 
prepares to elect a new governor and 
other statewide leaders in November 
2026, offering a timely snapshot of the 
concerns shaping residents’ views.

The 2026 Colorado Health Foun-
dation Pulse Poll was conducted by 
telephone and online from March 14 
through April 9 among a representa-
tive sample of 2,240 Colorado adults. 
The poll measures opinions, experi-
ences and attitudes related to health 
and well-being across the state. 

Many of these challenges are more 
pronounced among Latino, Black, 
American Indian/Alaska Native and 
lower-income households, highlight-
ing persistent disparities in financial 
security and access to basic needs.

“Rising costs are still a major con-
cern for Coloradans,” said Lucia Del 
Puppo, senior vice president at FM3 
Research and Democratic pollster 
for the Pulse Poll. “After some slight 
improvements in 2025, those hard-
ships have returned to prior levels, 
suggesting that recent cost increases 
have wiped out the improvements 
people saw when inflation eased.”

Cost of living remains 
Colorado’s defining  
challenge

Affordability concerns continue to 

dominate the issues facing Colora-
dans:

• 85 percent rate the cost of living 
as an extremely or very serious 
problem.

• 85 percent rate housing afford-
ability as a serious problem.

• 82 percent say the cost of health 
care is a serious problem.

Housing concerns are especially 
acute among younger generations, 
with 90 percent of Gen Z respon-
dents and 94 percent of Millennials 
identifying housing costs as a serious 
concern.

“What we’re hearing is that finan-
cial pressure is a daily reality for many 
Coloradans, including those with 
higher incomes,” said Katie Peshek, 
senior communications officer with 
the Colorado Health Foundation. 
“Affordability challenges are creat-
ing persistent uncertainty, while 
frustration with government and 
political division continues to grow. 
The findings underscore how closely 
economic stability, health and well-
being are connected.”

Frustration with  
government continues to 
rise

For the second consecutive year, 
and in the midst of a significant state-
wide election cycle, government and 
politics ranked as the top issue facing 
Colorado in an open-ended question:

• 28 percent identified govern-
ment and politics as the state’s most 
important issue.

• 25 percent identified cost of liv-
ing and inflation as the top issue.

• Among respondents experienc-
ing mental health strain, financial 
concerns (35 percent), including 
loans and debt, and political con-
cerns (28 percent) were the main 
source of stress.

• 72 percent are dissatisfied with 
how the government is responding 
to economic concerns.

“The fact that three-in-five Colo-
radans have experienced a serious 
financial challenge in the last year 
— an eight point increase from one 
year ago — is a troubling indicator 
that economic frustration continues 
to intensify, ” said Lori Weigel, Re-

publican pollster for Pulse Poll and 
principal of New Bridge Strategy. 
“Nearly three-quarters say they are 
dissatisfied with how government 
leaders are responding to economic 
concerns.”

For small business owners like 
Maria Cooper, who runs a child care 
center in Thornton, Colo., and is 
working to expand to a second loca-
tion to serve the growing number of 
families in need of her services, rising 
business expenses and cost-of-living 
challenges for those she serves have 
created a ripple effect that jeopar-
dizes her work. 

“Opening a new location has been 
a real challenge,” she said. “We un-
derstand the need to comply with 
new permitting and staffing require-
ments, but these added expenses 
— combined with rising inflation — 
have significantly increased the cost 
of educational materials and the food 
we provide to the children we serve. 
In the end, these pressures force 
business decisions that affect many 
people. We decided to punish our 
income rather than punish families.”

Anxiety about the future 
is growing, but hope 
remains

Beyond current pressures, the poll 
reveals growing concern about Colo-
rado’s long-term affordability:

• 37 percent say they are worse off 
financially than they were a year ago.

• 32 percent worry about losing 
their home because they cannot af-
ford rent or mortgage payments.

• Only about one-quarter report 
living comfortably with savings.

“Financial challenges continue 
to rise as trust in institutions and 
government falls. Access to health 
care, affordable housing, food se-
curity and economic stability are 
becoming more urgent, not less,” 
said Janiece Mackey, Ph.D., co-
founder and CEO of Young Aspiring 
Americans for Social and Political 
Activism (YAASPA). “What gives 
us hope is the next generation of 
Coloradans. Young people across 
our state are deeply engaged, ea-
ger to be part of the solution and 
using their voices to advocate for 
change in their communities. They 
understand that civic participation 
matters and that the future will 
be shaped by those who show up, 



measures opinions, experiences 
and attitudes related to health and 
well-being.

The 2026 Pulse Poll was conducted 
by telephone and online from March 
14 through April 9 among a rep-
resentative sample of 2,240 adults 
age 18 and older living in Colorado, 
including oversamples of Black/Af-
rican American, American Indian/
Alaska Native and Asian American 
Coloradans. 

The margin of sampling error for 
the full sample is ±3.2 percent at 
the 95 percent confidence level. For 
subgroup analyses, margins of error 
are higher.

For more information, visit www.
copulsepoll.org.

About the Colorado 
Health Foundation

The Colorado Health Founda-
tion is a statewide philanthropic 
organization that champions the 
overall health and well-being of 
every Coloradan by advocating 
for and investing in solutions and 
policies that drive health equity and 
racial justice. 

Learn more at www.colorado-
health.org.
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PagosaSUN.com
(970) 264-2100

Inside 
Archuleta County 

$45/year

Outside 
Archuleta County 

$55/year

Water Heater Solutions, LLC
Floyd Vail, owner
Licensed and Insured

The only Company with 
all the Navien Certifications 

and full inventory of repair parts for 
water heaters, boilers 
and water treatment

Installation & Service
SERVING PAGOSA SPRINGS

and surrounding area

Certified
Warranty 

Repair

970-585-6513Call today to learn more

24/7 SAME DAY SERVICE

speak out and stay involved.
“This moment calls for interracial 

and intergenerational commitments 
to move toward the world we envi-
sion. We as communities, philan-
thropic partners, and policymak-
ers need to step forward, listen to 
communities and prioritize the 
investments and solutions that will 
strengthen health, opportunity and 
well-being for all Coloradans. The 
need is clear, and so is the responsi-
bility to act.”

About the Pulse Poll
The Colorado Health Foundation 

Pulse Poll is an annual statewide 
survey of Colorado residents that 

the planning horizon was not stated 
in the study proposal, although Huz-
jak had indicated that it would likely 
be 50 years.

Huzjak replied that this could be 
added to the proposal.

Proffitt also asked how many pub-
lic meetings RJH would plan to hold 
as part of the planning process.

Huzjak replied that he is unsure 
how many public meetings would 
occur and that most meetings would 
be directly with various stakehold-
ers, like the Town of Pagosa Springs, 
Archuleta County,  the Pagosa 
Area Water and Sanitation District 
(PAWSD), and others.

SJWCD board member Candace 
Jones commented that Proffitt was 
suggesting that one stakeholder 
would be the public and that there 
should be public meetings planning 
to engage them.

Huzjak replied that public engage-
ment is normally not involved in 
these types of water studies until a 
plan that the key stakeholders sup-
port is finalized, with public outreach 
coming afterward.

Proffitt and Cooper commented 
that Huzjak’s proposal made sense 
and would allow the district and RJH 
to have concrete numbers that could 
be discussed by the public when out-
reach is done.

Jones commented that it would 
“behoove us” to include planning 
for public meetings at an appropriate 
time in the study proposal.

“And if we don’t say something like 
that, that we’re going to be subject to 
criticism or somebody’s going to take 
this and twist it into we’re trying to ex-
clude the public,” Jones said. “And we 
don’t want to have somebody twist 
this into excluding the public when 
the point is it’s really a preliminary, 
pre-public exercise. So, I think we 
should contemplate in here that that 
step comes.”

Cooper stated that he agreed with 
Jones’ point and asked if Huzjak 
could include this in the proposal.

Huzjak stated that he could in-
clude a public meeting, but that he 
thought a more focused and planned 
public outreach campaign about the 
broader project instead of just dis-
cussing one element would be ideal.

SJWCD board member Charles 
Riehm commented that having 
public comment on a water demand 
study when the data is not available 
and has not been presented to the 
public would likely “provoke emo-

tional responses without any accu-
rate information.”

Jones reiterated her view that hav-
ing a public presentation of the 
results of the study included in the 
proposal is critical to protect the dis-
trict from accusations that it is trying 
to exclude the public.

Riehm highlighted that the SJWCD 
is contracting RJH to do the study, 
while the outreach is the board’s 
responsibility and can be done by 
the district.

Huzjak commented that having a 
focused plan for public outreach 
and public engagement, and when 
and how to present information, is 
critical.

He added that this study would 
complement previous work on the 
costs of various reservoir sizes and 
that presenting the package of infor-
mation about water needs, the size of 
reservoir necessary to address, and 
the costs and next steps for building 
that reservoir would be a more effec-
tive package to present to the public 
than the results of one study.

Jones indicated that Archuleta 
County is in the process of drafting 
its comprehensive plan, which would 
include water needs.

Huzjak commented that this is 
part of why engaging the county is 
critical, since it controls many aspects 
of growth and development in the 
area, which will drive water needs.

SJWCD board member John Kap-
pelman questioned if recreational 
stakeholders should be included in 
the study given the potential that the 
reservoir could augment instream 
flows for fish and recreation.

Riehm commented that Trout 
Unlimited and other recreation 
groups had been in contact with the 
district.

Huzjak stated that these groups 
could give input on what river flows 
might be needed for their industries 
and interests, which could be impor-
tant since the reservoir has potential 
habitat and recreational benefits.

Cooper commented that reservoir 
approval at the state and federal 
levels is highly dependent on dem-
onstrating multiple uses.

He also explained that SJWCD 
board treasurer Joe Tedder had dis-
cussed the costs of the study with 
Cooper and that it would have to be 
split between 2026 and 2027 to meet 
the district’s budget.

However, since Tedder was not 
present at the meeting, Cooper ex-
pressed uncertainty about how to 

proceed.
Jones commented that the board 

likely should not move forward with 
approving the study until discuss-
ing the payment details further with 
Tedder.

She also noted that she is unsure 
what steps the county plans to take for 
its comprehensive planning and if it 
would be willing to use any elements 
of the RJH study for its comprehen-
sive plan while potentially contribut-
ing funds to it.

Riehm commented that he be-
lieved that the county has a “hole” 
in their planning activities around 
water demand and that a previous 
discussion with one of the Archuleta 
County commissioners indicated that 
they would be interested in working 
with the SJWCD to use data from its 
studies to fill that gap.

Cooper commented that the dis-
trict should assign members to dis-
cuss the study and the potential for 
collaboration with the county.

Following a brief discussion, Coo-
per and Kappelman volunteered to 
meet with the county and discuss 
the proposal.

The board then unanimously 
voted to approve them represent-
ing the SJWCD to the county in this 
discussion.

Cooper commented to Huzjak that 
the district would not be approving 
the proposed study at the meeting, 
but would meet with the county and 
aim to make progress on the proposal 
at its next meeting in August.

Huzjak asked the board if it had 
spoken with PAWSD and if PAWSD 
was going to cooperate with the study 
since, without PAWSD’s data, it would 
be difficult to move the study forward.

Jones asked PAWSD board mem-
ber Bill Hudson, who was attending 
the meeting, if PAWSD’s data would 
be available to support the study.

“The public data will be,” Hudson 
said.

In response to a followup question 
from Riehm, Hudson added that 
anonymous data about PAWSD 
water use is public data, but that 
private individuals’ data would not 
be available.

Jones commented that there 
would need to be a “fine point put on 
that,” but that Hudson was indicating 
that PAWSD data would be available 
and that “hopefully” PAWSD would 
follow through on this and other 
commitments to the SJWCD.

She added that Huzjak should 
share with Cooper and Kappelman 

what data sets would be needed from 
the county prior to discussing the is-
sue with them.

Huzjak commented that this data 
would mostly be about historical use 
and that he would supply the board 
with further ideas about data sets 
needed.

Proffitt commented that the dis-
trict’s jurisdiction extends beyond 
PAWSD’s boundaries and that the 
district should also look at Aspen 
Springs as a possible part of its water 
management work.

Jones commented that the district 
should look at its stakeholder list with 
the issue of neighborhoods that de-
pend on hauling water from PAWSD 
or other sources in mind.

Cooper closed the discussion by 
stating that he would get Huzjak an 
accurate map of the district and its 
potential water users.
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BJ Jones and Lars Schneider, owners, have spent a 
combined total of over 45 years in Pagosa Springs. 
As long-time locals, we operate with small-town 
hospitality without the “Pagosa-time mentality.” Your 
time is as valuable as ours, so we operate with 
punctuality. 
Mountain Men Disaster Mitigation is here to service 
you and your family through providing quality in our 
work, and being timely and efficient. 
Don’t forget to check your crawl spaces for standing 
water. Water mixed with the normal environments 
produced in a crawlspace is the perfect breeding 
ground for microbial growth. We also offer sump pump 
system installations and repairs as well as moisture 
barriers. Call today for a free evaluation!

NATIONALLY LICENSED             INSURED             LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED

Please check out our most recent blog on 
‘When Mold is a Health Concern 

vs. a Maintenance Issue.’
www.mountainmendm.com/when-mold-is-a-health-concern-vs-a-maintenance-issue/

Lars Schneider
970-946-0238

BJ Jones
970-749-9028

DISASTER 
RESTORATION  

FLOOD MITIGATION
CRAWLSPACE 
INSPECTIONS/

WORK
Fire Restoration
Water Extraction

Mold Remediation
Structural Drying

Smoke and Odor 
Removal

MountainMenDM.com • mail@mountainmendm.com 

Stay connected on every level
Stream audio anywhere
Omega AI’s Bluetooth® LE audio allows smooth listening to 
TV, music, public announcements, etc. through Auracast™ 
technology.

Ears 2 U Hearing Aid Center 
Locally owned and operated for 21 years 

190 Talisman Rd. Ste. C-3 • Pagosa Springs
Call 970-731-4554 to schedule your appointment
coloradohearingaid.com

Gennette 
Erickson

Owner, 
Hearing  Aid Specialist

$500 OFF M
SR

P

Advanced Technology 
Hearing Aids.

Take advantage of this 
money-saving offer

Hear with clarity, connect with confidence, 
and live unstoppably—with our most advanced 
hearing technology yet. 

Maintain your awareness — Hear key 
environmental sounds and the start of speech 
more clearly.

Understand speech in noise — Enjoy more 
control, convenience, and connections by 
pairing Omega AI with the My Starkey app.

Hear as you go — Hearing adapts as you 
navigate through different listing environments.

A new dimension in better hearing

Omega AI
Staying connected to 
more everyday moments 
everywhere is now even 
easier—with Omega AI 
hearing aids.

Unsure if you need a hearing 
aid? Schedule your FREE 
Hearing test. Call 970-731-4554 Coupon expires July 31, 2026

The Tile & 
Carpet Store

M-F 8-4:30  
(970) 731-5282
204 Bastille Dr. 

N. Pagosa Blvd, 
Left at Bastille Dr.

Think dorm rooms, classrooms, 
play areas, refresh a bedroom!

Save On Short Carpet Rolls 
& Area Rugs
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document on the matter states. 
It states, “When an application is 

made for a type of use that is not 
specifically listed … the Director 
shall make a determination as to the 
appropriate classification of a new or 
unlisted form of land use.”

Currently, the most closely related 
use the LUDC defines “would be the 
use of a Warehouse, which is defined 
as: A structure containing an area 
available for the purpose of storing 
raw materials, goods, or property.” 

While no developer has come to 
the town’s Planning Department 
wanting to build a data center, “we 
want to get ahead of the eight ball 
on this,” said Town Manager David 
Harris. 

On June 16, the Archuleta County 
Board of County Commissioners 
(BoCC) adopted a six-month morato-
rium on all new data center applica-
tions.	

The county’s pause on data centers 
will allow it “to evaluate long-term 
impacts and establish smart zoning 
regulations regarding power use, 
water demands, and environmental 
effects,” the county’s website states. 

Commissioner Veronica Medina 
has stated that data centers don’t 
seem to be a good fit for Archuleta 
County, citing “the draw on power 
and water that they tend to use.” 

“Colorado is in a fight for its life for 
water, and if we don’t have water, we 
don’t have life,” she said. 

In light of the county’s decision to 
bring about a temporary morato-
rium, O’Dell indicated he wanted to 
bring the matter in front of the town 
council. 

Initially, council member Mat 
deGraaf said, “I’d like to keep this 
simple. No data centers in town 
limits ever.” 

Council member Brooks Lindner 
agreed, adding, “I see no way that 
data centers would be compatible 
with our community.” 

But the council’s newest member, 
Vahid Shabro, who also has a back-
ground in artificial intelligence, 
according to the town’s website, ex-
pressed that he would be against an 
outright ban on data centers. 

Data centers would likely not 
come about within town limits, given 
the town’s layout, he explained, so 
banning them would not be neces-
sary and may make the town look like 
it is anti-progress. 

However, Mayor Shari Pierce noted 
that while the town’s current boundar-
ies may not support a place for data 
centers, “we must also consider future 
annexations” and, therefore, have 
language in the code in place. 

Pierce explained that she thought 
long and hard about the pros and 
cons, and that the cons of “the noise 
and the light,” as well as other en-
vironmental factors, made her lean 
toward at least a moratorium. 

But she was noted she is reluctant 
to support an outright ban, because 

the “data centers of today may not be 
the data centers of the future,” add-
ing that negative public perception 
would likely put pressure on devel-
opers to improve designs for these 
centers to have less of a footprint in 
the future. 

Lindner then came around to the 
moratorium idea, saying, “I’d be in 
favor of a moratorium.” 

deGraaf also implied that he’d be 
in favor of the two-year moratorium, 
saying, “We need to name the thing 
first” within the code. 

An outright ban could come after 
the two-year moratorium expires, if 
the council, at that time, wishes to do 
so, he suggested. 

When asked his thoughts on the 
matter, O’Dell said that he thought 
“a moratorium would be appropriate 
while we figure out the language and 
that would buy us time to figure out 
what the language should be.” 

He added, “And that way if a big 
developer comes in to say, ‘I want to 
put a data center at Mountain Cross-
ing,’ then we could say, ‘Well, we have 
this moratorium in place while we’re 
figuring out what the town wants to do 
with data centers and what we view is 
important for the community.’”

O’Dell continued, “Because, who 
knows, there may be a developer who 
is looking at every community in the 
state of Colorado trying to find those 
communities that don’t have any 
language or moratoriums.”

O’Dell also commented on places 

that are seeing data center develop-
ment.

“I would agree that we are not the 
best option for a data center, but 
places like Page, Arizona, are getting 
data centers and Lake Powell is at an 
all-time low, so I think money talks 
with data centers … and I don’t want 
to get in a place where we’re caught 
on our heels,” he said. 

The LUDC needs language and 
possibly “preventative measures” to 
protect the town, he added. 

Pierce said, “We just have so much 
else going on here over the next two 
years, but if they [staff] can be keeping 
an eye on what’s going on out there 
with technology and improvements, 
then we can look at it again later.” 

Council member Leonard Marti-
nez said that “it’s the right thing to do, 
to name the thing and put that in the 
code so we are not caught off guard.” 

The council decided to direct staff 
to first place a two-year moratorium 
on data centers and then deal with 
codifying them in the LUDC at a later 
point in time.

derek@pagosasun.com

premises located in 4 Colorado coun-
ties (Archuleta, La Plata, Montezuma, 
and Montrose Counties), and 16 
premises located in 4 New Mexico 
counties (Rio Arriba, Sandoval, Santa 
Fe, and Valencia Counties).”

In May, when the positive case was 
announced in Montezuma County, 
the Colorado Department of Agricul-
ture announced it is working closely 
with the USDA, the Colorado State 
University Veterinary Diagnostic 
Laboratory, and the Colorado De-
partment of Public Health and Envi-
ronment to respond to this detection 
and protect the health of both people 
and animals.

At that time, the state veterinarian 
advised owners to be on the lookout 
for any signs of the disease. 

One way owners can protect their 
animals from the virus is by using 
insect control programs and avoid-
ing contact with animals from other 
farms. Any new horses or livestock 
should be quarantined before be-
ing introduced to the herd, a press 
release at the time outlines. 

It adds that owners who notice any 
signs of disease should separate 
sick animals and report it imme-
diately to their veterinarian. Own-
ers should wear proper protective 
equipment such as gloves any time 
they are working with sick animals, 
and should wash and disinfect their 
hands and boots after contact. 

While it is rare, VSV can be trans-
mitted to people and can cause a 
flu-like illness and rarely blister-like 
sores. 

More information about VSV can 
be found at ag.colorado.gov/VSV.

Following is additional informa-
tion from the Colorado Department 

of Agriculture. 

Tips for livestock owners
• Strict fly control is an important 

factor to inhibit the transmission of 
the disease.

• Avoid transferring feeding equip-
ment, cleaning tools or health care 
equipment from other herds.

• When moving livestock inter-
state, Colorado veterinarians and 
livestock owners should contact the 
animal health officials in the destina-
tion state to ensure all import require-
ments are met. 

• Colorado fairs, livestock exhibi-
tions and rodeos may institute new 
entry requirements based on the 
extent and severity of the current VSV 
outbreak. Certificates of veterinary 
inspection (CVIs or health certifi-
cates) issued within two to five days 
prior to an event can be beneficial in 
reducing risks. 

Important information for 
veterinarians

• Any vesicular disease of livestock 
is reportable to the State Veterinar-
ian’s Office in Colorado. To report, 
call (303) 869-9130. After hours, the 
voice message will indicate which 
staff veterinarian is on call. The team 
will provide guidance to veterinarians 
on appropriate sample collection and 
submission. Please see the updated 
Veterinarian Submission Guidance 
document on the office’s website.

• All suspected VSV in non-equine 
cases (cattle, sheep, goats, pigs, cam-
elids) must be investigated by state or 
federal animal health officials. 

Information for shows 
and fairs

The Colorado State Veterinarian’s 

Office recommends that livestock 
event organizers consider extra pre-
cautionary measures for both par-
ticipants and the event venue to mini-
mize the risk of transmission of VSV. 

See the Guidelines for Fairs, 
Shows, Exhibitions for more infor-
mation. 

About VSV 
This viral disease primarily affects 

horses and cattle, and occasion-
ally swine, sheep, goats, llamas and 
alpacas. 

The disease can be transmitted by 
insects such as black flies, sand flies 
and biting midges, or through direct 
contact with infected animals or 
contaminated objects. 

The incubation period ranges 
from two to eight days. Clinical signs 
include blister-like sores on the 
mouths and feet of infected animals 
and appear similar to foot and mouth 
disease. Often excessive salivation is 
the first sign of disease, along with a 
reluctance to eat or drink. Lameness 
and weight loss may follow. There are 
no USDA-approved vaccines for VSV.

Some species of wildlife (e.g., deer 
and elk) may be susceptible to VSV. If 
you encounter a sick or deceased wild 
animal or have other wildlife-related 
questions, please contact your local 
Colorado Parks and Wildlife Office. 

Humans may become infected 
when handling affected animals or 
contaminated fomites, but this is a 
rare event. To avoid human exposure, 
individuals should use personal 
protective measures when handling 
affected animals. Any symptomatic 
animal owners of affected premises 
should seek care and notify their 
healthcare provider of exposure to 
VSV.

grass fires were about 10 feet by 20 feet.
Bertram noted the PFPD was in 

the area for probably about an hour 
because the fires were put out pretty 
quickly.

The PFPD, Archuleta County Sher-
iff ’s Office, LPEA and bystanders 
responded, Bertram confirmed.

Bertram indicated that, while the 
area has been receiving precipitation, 
fire danger persists.

“Even though we’ve been getting 
the rain, it’s still dry, it’s still hot. 
There’s still that danger out there,” 
Bertram said, adding, “Pretty much 
any equipment that’s not operating 
properly you shouldn’t be running.”

Fires
n Continued from front
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75th Annual Archuleta County 
Junior Livestock Sale

Saturday, August 1st 
 Livestock Auction

Thank You
to all of last year’s Buyers and Add-on contributors  

for your support and participation. 

We hope to see you again this year!

Alley House Grille
Angelina Waterman

Archuleta County Ironworks
Back Country Outfitters

Bank of Colorado
Base Camp Pagosa

Basin Coop
Bear Foot Garage Doors

Bear Tooth Ranch
Bryan Looper, Steward Right 

Financial
City Market

Charlotte Williams
Claudia Rosenbaum
Cold Springs Ice CO

DEVO Capital
Drew Dushner

Echo IT Consulting
Flying B Ranch

Greg & Carla Elliott
Healing Waters Resort & Spa

Inter-Mountain Propane
Justin and Sandra Stone

Jann C Pitcher Real Estate
Jet Transport

Kelly Maestas — Edward Jones 
Financial Advisor

Kitzel and Derek Farrah
Les Schwab Tire Center

Lionheart Ranch
Lobo Outfitters

La Plata Electric Association
M&M Construction

Mike Bates
NSCO LLC

Nu Wave Lending
Ponderosa Springs Ranch
Porter Mountain Homes

Randy & Terry Guyll
Ravenwoods Garden
Riff Raff Brewing Co.

RMC Trucking
 Rodney Nelson

San Juan Veterinary Hospital
Scott Strategic Investments
Southwest Ag & 4 Corners 

Trailers
Strohecker Asphalt

Terry & Ronnie Urbanczyk
The Springs Resort and Spa

Tim & Linda Wightman
Tim Brown & Stephanie Hill

T.F.I.
Valassitie’s Accounting

Valley View Ranch
Vicki & Len Liszewski

2025 Livestock Buyers

2025 Add-On Contributors

Livestock Auction Information: We welcome old and new supporters 
of the Livestock Auction to support our 4-H kids and their hard work.

To learn more about bidding or being an add-on buyer, call Becky Jacobson or 
Terry Schaaf at (970) 264-5931 or visit www.archuletacountyfair.com

Ace Appraisal - Jess & Casey Ketchum
Afay Enterprises

Alpine Components
American AgCredit

Archuleta County Farm Bureau
Archuleta County Ironworks

Authentic Solutions Consulting
Bank of Colorado

Basin Coop
Bauer Electric

Bear Tooth Ranch
Bob & Livia Lynch
Boot’s Cabin, LLC

Brent Gottlieb
Bridges Drywall

Builders First Source
BWD Construction

Canoncito Ranch, LLC
Charlotte Williams

Chase Regester Memorial Fund
Clyde & Adelia Ketchum

Cold Springs Ice Co
Cole’s Meat Processing
Colorado Dream Homes

Crissy Lopez
Crossfire Aggregate Service

Custom Homes by Vernon Leslie
Darren and Carmen Lewis

David Faust
DEVO Capital
Diane Galaty

Dick and Toni Bergmark

Dig Co- Dirt Works
Doug and Barbara Smith

Dr. Greg Schick, DVM
Drew Dashner

Echo IT Consulting
Eddie’s Repair

Fitzgerald Ranch, LLC
Flying B Ranch
Frontier Rodeo

Gigi’s Grande Getaways
Hair by Kandi

Inter-Mountain Propane
Jim & Sandy Bramwell

JK Leasing
Katie Jo Lorenzen

Kirsten & Michael Derr
La Plata Electric Association

Lee Riley I Sell Pagosa
Les Schwab Tire Center

Linda Lattin
Lou Jean’s Salon

Lynn Watchmann
Lynne & Matt Bridges

M&M Construction
Mancuso Family Foundation

Marcie Lewis @ Galles Properties
Martha Plake

Mary Jo Coulehan
Mike & Pam Osborn

Mill Iron J Lazy H Ranch
Oxford CPA, LLC
Patsy Adkisson

Patty Brown
Porter Mountain Homes

QIS Supply
Quincy & Ashley Pickering

ReSport
Richard DeClark Construction

RMC Trucking, LLC
Rolling Rock Enterprises
Root Design & Root Works

Root House
Rosemary and Jack Barrett

Rosie’s Pizza
Ryan & Falisha Plake

Safari Club International- 4 Corners 
Chapter

San Juan Redimix, LLC
Scott Strategic Investments

Shannon Sawdey
Shellie Hogue with Mountain & 

Meadow Real Estate
Stagecoach Winery

Terry and Ronnie Urbanczyk
Terry’s Ace

Tim & Tracie McRee
Tim Brown and Stephanie Hill

Tin Cup Ranch
Tom & Jan Carnley

Traci & Glen Alan Phillips
UCAL, INC

V A Poma Memorial
Valissatie’s Accounting

Wilderjoy LLC

PSMC Sports Physicals
Free Cardiac Screenings by Who We Play For

at Pagosa Springs Medical Center
Saturday, July 25th • 9am-12pm

$26 Cash only, bring with required completed forms.
Go to https://www.mypagosaschools.com 

for forms and more information.

School physicals are good for 1 year.

First-Class Care Close To Home
970.731.3700 | 95 S. Pagosa Blvd | pagosaspringsmedicalcenter.org

Debbie Loewen
Employing Broker

debbie@ownpagosa.com 
(970) 946-3480

Seller’s Representative Specialist
Accredited Buyer’s Representative 

2016 & 2018 Spirit Award
 2019 Realtor of the Year

448 Pagosa Street  • Smack dab in the middle of 
Historic Downtown Pagosa Springs, at the crosswalk!

Serving Pagosans for over 30 years. 
2026 office hours may vary due to road construction, please call with questions.

CelebratingCelebrating
American American 

Independence!Independence!
Celebrate our 250th Anniversary and 

honor those who fought for 
our Independence.

Enjoy an Authentic 
Western Rodeo Thursdays 

at the Western Heritage 
Event Center Rodeo 

Grounds
June 4, 11, 18, 25, and July 9, 16, 23
Barbecue: 6pm, Pre-Show: 6:30pm, 

Performance: 7pm
for more information

burrisandsonsbuckingbulls.com

For all your real estate needs, contact

PagosaSUN.com

future,” Mlynek said, noting that Ur-
banczyk “wants to continue with the 
intent of the county.”

Commissioner Veronica Medina 
asked what the difference is between 
a regular rezoning process and an 
administrative rezoning process, and 
associated fees that would be waived.

Kruse explained that the adminis-
trative rezone process is similar to a 
regular rezone process, but that county 
staff “would be doing everything” in-
stead of the property owner, and that 
the county would be taking on the 
associated costs, which she estimated 
ranging between $2,000 and $2,500.

She noted the county would be 
notifying adjacent property owners and 
putting out public hearing notice signs 
on the property.

Kruse added that staff would evalu-
ate criteria and guidelines for the 
rezone, “like we typically would, but 
we’d also be incurring the cost.”

Medina stated that she was con-
fused as to why the county would do 
that, clarifying that she is not against 
the rezone.

More questions were raised about 
the third subject parcel, where the 
Humane Society of Pagosa Springs 
sits, and if that parcel would also be 
included in the administrative rezone.

County Attorney Cathleen Giovan-
nini explained that her understanding 
is the rezone would only apply to the 
two parcels, and not the parcel where 
the Humane Society sits.

Giovannini also provided back-
ground on how the county ended up 
with a 10 percent ownership interest 
in the rectangular-shaped parcel, ex-
plaining that Urbanczyk purchased the 
old county courthouse at 449 San Juan 
St., and part of that deal included the 
county receiving a 10 percent interest 

in the adjacent airport property.
Urbanczyk then spoke, explaining 

that a conditional use permit (CUP) 
was issued in 2021, recalling a meet-
ing in which the BoCC voted on and 
approved the CUP.

Urbanczyk explained that they’ve 
already gone through this process and 
paid fees, but that he was confused 
as to how the CUP goes away once all 
conditions are met.

Giovannini explained that the CUP 
does not change the zoning of the prop-
erty, adding the reason for bringing this 
up as a possible administrative rezone 
is because of the county’s ownership in 
the subject property.

Kruse noted that the CUP is for a 
propane business located on the far 
northwest portion of the triangle-
shaped parcel, owned by Urbanczyk.

Urbanczyk also expressed that he 
wants to work with the county.

Medina noted that Urbanczyk had 
expressed that he would pay for the 
rezoning fees, and that if the process is 
the same whether it’s administrative 
or not, then she was unclear why the 
matter was brought to the BoCC.

Giovannini explained that there was 
a thought that the administrative re-
zone would make it a speedier process 
by avoiding going to the planning com-
mission first.

Medina commented that if it could 
be done quicker, then it would make 
sense to do so, and that the area should 
be zoned as commercial or industrial 
and not agricultural ranging or agricul-
tural estates.

“That is the only location that the 
county has an industrial park,” Medina 
said.

Mlynek commented that they are 
willing to go through whatever process 
is necessary to achieve a rezone and 
that the matter was brought up in the 

interest of transparency.
Commissioner John Ranson indi-

cated that he agrees with Medina on 
the matter, noting he would “hate see-
ing the fees waived.”

Ranson also noted that it would be 
“nice to get this going,” in regard to the 
rezone process.

Commissioner Warren Brown indi-
cated that the general consensus was 
for staff to continue administratively re-
viewing and making changes needed.

Giovannini expressed that the mat-
ter may be formalized at a future BoCC 
meeting.

“I think that is also appropriate,” 
Brown said.

Brown also indicated that the coun-
ty would apply the administrative 
changes, and that Urbanczyk would 
pay the associated fees.

Ranson encouraged the county to 
simplify its process the best it can.

“I’ve watched over 25 years people 
be run out of here, and a lot of it is 
because we have to jump through so 
many silly hoops,” Ranson said, noting 
this matter dates back to 2019.

“Let’s just be friendly,” he added, 
mentioning the county should be 
inviting people to invest in the com-
munity. “I think we need to be business 
friendly.”

In a later interview, Kruse explained 
that all rezones, administrative or not, 
have to go through all public hearings 
and go before the planning commis-
sion before the BoCC.

Kruse noted that the Archuleta 
County Planning Commission will 
hear the matter during its meeting 
scheduled for 6 p.m. on Aug. 13 in the 
commissioners’ room at 398 Lewis St.

She also noted that the matter will 
then go before the BoCC during its 
regular meeting scheduled for Aug. 18 
at 1:30 p.m.

forecast note that fire danger is still 
very high in the area, with the San 
Juan National Forest and Archuleta 
County under stage two fire restric-
tions. 

For more information on those 
restrictions, visit https://sheriff.ar-
chuletacounty.gov/wp-content/up-
loads/2026/07/ACSO-Stage-2-Fire-
Restrictions.pdf, or https://www.
fs.usda.gov/r02/sanjuan/alerts.

Record high tied
On Wednesday, Pagosa Weather 

noted Stevens Field Airport hit 94 
degrees on Monday, July 20, tying a 
high first set in 1910.

Forecast
According to the NWS, the high for 

today, Thursday, July 23, is 83 degrees, 
and a low of 52 degrees, with thunder-
storms and showers likely throughout 
the day and into the evening.

The high for Friday, July 24, is fore-
cast to be 88 degrees with sunny skies 
in the morning turning to a 40 percent 
chance of showers and thunderstorms 
after noon. The low is forecast at 52 de-
grees with chances of showers falling 
to 20 percent in the evening.

For Saturday, July 25, the high is 
forecast to be 90 degrees with showers 
and thunderstorms likely after noon. 
The chance of precipitation is 60 per-
cent. The low is forecast at 53 degrees 
with just a slight chance of showers 
before midnight.

For Sunday, July 26, the high is 
forecast to be 90 degrees with sunny 
skies in the morning followed by a 
chance of thunderstorms and showers 
after noon. The low is forecast at 53 de-
grees with a slight chance of showers 
and thunderstorms before midnight.

River flows
Flows have hovered just above 

record lows this past week in the San 

Juan and Piedra rivers.
According to the U.S. Geological 

Survey (USGS), as of 2 p.m. on 
Wednesday, July 22, the San Juan 
River in downtown Pagosa Springs 
had a flow rate of 21.7 cubic feet per 
second (cfs). The day’s low flow was 
19.3 cfs at about 9 a.m.

Based on 90 water years of record, 
the record high flow for July 22 was 
recorded in 1941 at 1,160 cfs, while 
the record low was recorded in 2002 at 
16.8 cfs. The median flow for this date 
is 157 cfs and the mean flow is 225 cfs.

On Tuesday, July 21, at about 11 
a.m., the San Juan was flowing at 
17.1 cfs, 

The Piedra River near Arboles was 
flowing at a rate of 17.6 cfs as of 2 p.m 
Wednesday, July 22, according to the 
USGS. 

Based on 63 water years of record, 
the median flow for July 22 is 120 cfs 
and the mean flow is 1,199 cfs. The 
record high flow for this date was 
recorded in 1986 at 1,060 cfs, while 
the record low was recorded in 2002 
at 10.3 cfs.

clayton@pagosasun.com

Weather
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Colorado ranked 
fifth in aggressive 
or careless 
driving crashes
Colorado State Patrol 

A recent national analysis of Na-
tional Highway Traffic Safety Admin-
istration fatality crash data placed 
Colorado in the top five states for the 
highest shares of fatal crashes involving 
aggressive or careless driving. Of the 
642 fatal crashes on Colorado roadways 
last year, 288 involved aggressive or 
careless driving (Lending Tree, July 6).

The top five states for fatal crashes 
involving aggressive or careless 
driving, in order, are: Arkansas, 
Louisiana, New Jersey, Hawaii and 
Colorado. The ranking is based on 
the percentage of fatal crashes that 
contained at least one unsafe driv-
ing behavior, including aggressive 
driving, careless driving, inattentive 
operation, improper driving and driv-
ing without due care.

“Despite over 42,000 speeding cita-
tions last year from our agency, troop-
ers know that this behavior continues 
on Colorado roadways,” stated Chief 
Matthew C. Packard of the Colorado 
State Patrol (CSP). “We aren’t going to 
‘ticket’ our way out of this ranking. It’s 
a joint effort with loved ones to help 
aggressive drivers rethink their stance 
on speeding, tailgating or other unsafe 
behaviors before troopers need to in-
tervene and remind you.”

The CSP investigated more than 500 
fatal and injury crashes involving a 
speeding driver last year. Some addi-
tional indicators of aggressive driving 
in 2025 were the 2,795 crashes investi-
gated by troopers involving following 
too closely. An additional 26 crashes 
investigated by the CSP were due to 
unsafe or illegal passing.

If you encounter an aggressive 
driver who is putting other motorists 
at risk, avoid them by getting out of 
the way. Do not make eye contact, re-
spond with a hand gesture or indicate 
disapproval of their driving behavior. 
Contact the CSP as soon as it is safe to 
do so by pulling over and calling *CSP 
(*277).
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970-264-2100

970-582-3225

Arrowhead Propane, Inc.
970-582-3225
arrowheadpropaneco.com

Local. Knowledgeable.
Dependable & Reliable

Independently Owned and Operated
Best in Customer Service

Proven Safety Record
Over 150 Years Combined Experience

We’d love to be your propane supplier!
Come, see us today.

We are off Piedra & Hwy. 160 next to the bank
9 Solomon Dr, Unit 1

Open Mon-Fri • 8 a.m.-noon and 1-5 p.m.

We built our business 
on Excellence & 

Customer Service
Give us a call and experience the difference!

C: (512) 214-7923
Anita@sherparealestate.com

Anita Bowles

182 Pineview Dr
$1,125,000

4br, 3ba, 8.79 acres

2044 Antelope Ave 
$755,900 

3br, 2ba, office

21681B Highway 160 
$785,000 

16 acres, Backs to Nat. Forest.

READY TO MAKE A MOVE?
Call today, I can help you find just the right space!

1135 Park Ave #203
$583,000 

Turnkey Townhome

21 Jan’s Ct 
$385,000  
New Home

Metal roof/siding

•Off of 750 ml and 175 ml bottles•

WINES & LIQUORS
Non-Sale Items Only • Coupon not valid for beer purchases

264-2749
Next to River Center - Hwy. 160
East Pagosa Springs
Open 9 a.m. - Midnight
Plan ahead - Closed Sundays Colo. State Law

264-2749
Next to River Center - Hwy. 160
East Pagosa Springs
Mon.-Sat. Open 9 a.m. - Midnight
Sun. Open 10 a.m. - 10 p.m.

Extension Viewpoints

Weed management: Are biocontrols for me?
By Ethan Proud and  
Cindi Galabota
SUN Columnists

Biocontrols are host-specific in-
sects or pathogens that can be used 
to control noxious weeds. They are 
introduced from the target species’ 
native range after years of rigorous 
testing to ensure that they will not 
damage native plant species. 

In Colorado, biocontrol agents are 
reared and distributed from the Pali-
sade Insectary. 

Biocontrols reduce the competi-
tive edge of noxious weed species, 
though they will never truly eradi-
cate a population, which helps the 
native plants flourish. Many people 
are intrigued and interested in using 
biocontrols as it seems like a silver 
bullet: a passive, natural method for 
managing weeds while reducing the 
use of herbicides. However, biocon-
trols have their limitations and are 
not suited for every property.

First off, the size of the infestation 
needs to be large enough for the bio-
controls to have a sustaining popula-
tion. A quarter acre or smaller parcel 
is not a great candidate for biocon-
trols as they will likely leave the area 
in search of a better food source or 
move over to a neighboring property 
where the weeds may be managed 
by mowing, herbicide, hand pulling, 
etc., which disrupts their life cycle. If 
several neighbors on smaller acre-
age want to use biocontrols together, 
this is a great option, though joint 
management may become a problem 
when one property sells and the new 
owner has a different vision of weed 
management.

If a plant is poisonous to livestock 
and is growing in a pasture or hay 
meadow, then chemical or manual 
control of the plant is a better idea to 
prevent accidental ingestion. 

Species on the Colorado Noxious 
Weed A List can also not be managed 
with biocontrols as their eradication 
is legally mandated. The only current 
A List species in Archuleta County 
are myrtle and cypress spurge, and 
no biocontrol agents have been ap-
proved to manage those species.

Biocontrols work best on large 
populations that are in tricky loca-
tions such as hillsides, steep gullies 
and the like. They can also be released 
on species that the management goal 
is suppression or containment. 

The reality of invasive species is 
that we won’t be able to completely 
remove them; in some areas, a low 
percentage of weeds is acceptable 
management. In scenarios like this, 
the weed species should be managed 
along the vector of spread (driveways, 
property boundary) to prevent their 
further dispersal. 

To request biocontrols, visit the 
Colorado Department of Agriculture 
website and click on the “Conserva-
tion” tab, “Biocontrol at the Palisade 
Insectary” and then the “Request-A-
Bug” button. 

Some biocontrols like the field 
bindweed gall mites have such high 
demand that you may have to wait a 
year (or more) before you receive a 
shipment. 

The Archuleta County Weed and 
Pest Department does collect some 
biocontrols locally, which include 
the field bindweed gall mites, Rus-
sian knapweed gall wasps (stingless), 
musk thistle weevils and Canada 
thistle rust fungus. Not all biocontrol 
agents are collected annually. 

Archuleta County Weed and Pest 
is your local resource for managing 
noxious weed populations and con-

trolling other pests.

75th annual Archuleta 
County Fair

Get ready for the 75th annual 
Archuleta County Fair July 30 through 
Aug. 2 at the Archuleta County Fair-
grounds. 

Visit archuletacountyfair.com to 
learn more. 

Tickets for the annual 4-H Chuck-
wagon Dinner are available for pur-
chase from 4-H members July 8-27. 
Early bird prices are $15 for adults 
and $5 for kids. Tickets purchased 
at the gate will go up $5, so get your 
tickets early. 

The 4-H Livestock Auction will fol-
low the Chuckwagon Dinner on Satur-
day, Aug. 1. Don’t miss out on the fun.

Volunteer for the  
Archuleta County Fair

Volunteers are needed for the 
Archuleta County Fair.

Be a part of preserving the rich 
heritage and timeless tradition of the 
Archuleta County Fair and help with 
the 75th anniversary fair in 2026. 

You’ll contribute to an annual 
tradition that brings our community 
together, supports local agriculture 
and creates lasting memories for 
generations to come. 

To learn more, contact Tonya 
Steadmon at tsteadmon@archuleta-
county.gov or (970) 264-5931.

SUN photos/Randi Pierce
A-Mac and The Height entertains from the stage at Yamaguchi Park on Friday, July 17, for ComFest. The concert was part of the Town of Pagosa 
Springs’ annual free outdoor concert series, which features different musicians and nonprofits each month during the summer. The season’s final 
ComFest concert will be on Aug. 21. 
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ASPHALT PAVING and SEAL-COATING
Driveways, Parking Lots, Subdivisions 

Local References, High Quality, Competitive Rates
30+ Years Experience 

Call or text: 602-448-4936

ASPHALT

All real estate advertised in this newspaper is
subject to the Federal Fair Housing act of 1968
which makes it illegal to advertise "any preference,
limitation or discrimination based on race, color,
religion, or national origin, or an intention, to make
such preference, limitation or discrimination."

This newspaper will not knowingly accept any
advertising for real estate which is in violation of
the law. Our readers are hereby informed that all
dwellings advertised in this newspaper are avail-
able on an equal opportunity basis.

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

Prime Steaks
Seafood • Pastas • Subs

Wraps & Salads
Full Bar & Extensive Wine List

Homemade Key Lime Pie

Exciting new 
sandwiches and 
personal pizzas!

TRY SOME OF OUR DELICIOUS

2151 Eagle Drive  I  cityhallcafe.co  I  970.398.2409

Eat In  or  Take Out

Call Today to Reserve 
Our Private Gondola 

970.398.2409

Open Tue-Sat
11 am-9 pm 

New Lunch
— MENU —

WESTERN HERITAGE EVENT CENTER
Archuleta County’s Rodeo Grounds  •  Highway 84 & Mill Creek Road

Home to the Archuleta County Fair and other events 
P.O. Box 1841 • Pagosa Springs, Colorado 81147 • 970-264-2730

The purpose of the Western Heritage Event Center is to organize the annual three-day 
Red Ryder Roundup® Rodeo as well as provide a year-round venue for education and training 

for youth and equestrian events for Archuleta County. 
The Western Heritage Board is dedicated to preserving the history and traditions of the American West.

This is a 501(C)3 Non-Profit Organization

GRAND SPONSOR 
Sky Ute Casino Resort

CHAMPION BUCKLES 
Colorado Road House

TIE DOWN ROPING 
Alley House Grille

PAINTING GRANDSTAND 
AND ANNOUNCERS’ BOOTH 

OCD Painting and Staining

STEER WRESTLING 
Soco Wood and Windows

RESERVE CHAMPION PRIZES 
Wolf Creek Glass Werx

BULL RIDING 
Robert D. Lindner Ranch

fishing@lindnerranches.com

RANCH BRONC RIDING 
Alpine Excavation & Services

DAISY RED RYDER BB GUNS 
Daisy Outdoor Products

MUTTON BUSTIN’ 
Claudia Rosenbaum

WOMEN’S OPEN BARRELS 
M&M Construction

SADDLE BRONC RIDING 
Colorado Rock & Dirt Excavation, 

Inc.

LADIES BREAKAWAY
TBK Bank

San Luis Valley Ski Hi Stampede

ALL-AROUND COWGIRL RIFLE
KWUF Radio

Root House Coffee

ALL-AROUND COWBOY RIFLE
First Southwest Bank
Terry’s ACE Hardware

BAREBACK BRONC RIDING 
Colorado Dream Homes

FWI Fast Wax

JUNIOR BARRELS 
Ponderosa Lumber Company

Galles Properties

SCRAMBLED EGG TEAM ROPING 
Jann C Pitcher Real Estate

Elk Heart Outfitter

RED RYDER AWARD 
Goodman’s Department Store

MIXED TEAM ROPING 
Hi-Country Cattle Auction 

OPEN TEAM ROPING 
Greenburg Land & Livestock

Silver Dollar Liquors

2 0 2 6

®

®

All-Around Cowboy:  
Wade Hatch, Kirtland, New Mexico

All-Around Cowgirl:
Bergan Yazzie, Gilmer, Texas

SPECIAL THANK YOU
Johnny & Jane Mancuso

Donating New Bucking Chutes

Inter-Mountain Propane
Donating Arena Groomer

Bear Arsenal
Certified Gun Dealer

Southwest Ag
Providing the Tractor

Bucking H Rodeo Company
Stock Contractor

Basin Coop and Kalen Elliott
Donating Grain

Ayla Ibram
Singing the National Anthem

Jim Hawkins
Grounds Caretaker

Charmain Martin
Donations for Arena Sand 

& Website

Tom Albaugh
Donating Materials & Labor

Troy Ross
In-kind Services

David McRee
Donating Pump

San Juan Redi Mix
Donating Equipment

Strohecker Asphalt & Paving
Donating Water Truck

Palukie’s Trucking
Donating Trucking for Dirt

The Pagosa Springs SUN
Advertising

Pagosa Land Company 
and JR Ford

Daisy BB Guns

Joe, Kristi and Autumn Brister
Front and Back Gates

Ticket & Gate Volunteers

And all of our Sponsors and Rodeo Supporters!

Healing Waters Resort & Spa
Pagosa Bar

Bank of Colorado

Scott Strategic Investments
Banded Peaks Ranch Outfitters
Custom Homes by Vernon Leslie

CHUTE SPONSORS

FULL SPONSORS

HALF SPONSORS

Extra thanks to Centennial Equine Sports Medicine, 
Dr. Bell, veterinarian on call

San Juan Redimix
OUT GATE SPONSOR

SAN JUAN ARBORISTS
TREE SERVICE PROVIDER

FREE QUOTES
706-410-4997
INFO@SANJUANARBORISTS.COM

LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED

• Tree Trimming and Pruning
• Hazard Tree Removals
• Lot Clearing & Fire Mitigation
• Cabling and Bracing

Library News

Library leaving CloudLibrary, Adopting Hoopla
By Barbara Brattin 
SUN Columnist

Digital library aficionados: We 
have a brand new e-book product 
coming your way. 

Starting Aug. 18, the Ruby Sisson 
Library will offer both Libby (Over-
drive) and a new e-book platform, 
Hoopla. We will no longer offer 
CloudLibrary.

Why the change?
You might be surprised to learn 

that e-books cost us anywhere from 
$40 to $120 per copy. That’s consider-
ably more than individuals pay for the 
same content. Our e-book purchases 
also have limits set by the publisher 
to how many times they can be bor-
rowed. This model is very expensive, 
and we are always working to find 
high-quality content for you at a price 
that is sustainable.

The Hoopla model of lending to 
libraries promises to be more af-
fordable to libraries, allowing us to 
provide more titles and more copies 
for shorter waiting lists.

Quick facts
• All content in CloudLibrary has 

been purchased by our e-book con-
sortium and will transfer to the 
Hoopla platform for continued dis-
covery and use.

• If you have placed holds on books 
in the CloudLibrary app, those holds 
will not automatically transfer to the 
Hoopla app. You will need to manually 
place those holds in the Hoopla app.

• You will continue to have a limit 
of seven holds and five checkouts at 
a time in Hoopla, just like in Libby. 
So, between the two e-book products, 
you can read to your heart’s content.

Read Wild! summer  
program off to great start

We’re proud to share that readers 
have already logged more than 
205,000 minutes of reading time 
since June 1. We are well on our way 
to crushing our 250,000 minute com-
munity reading goal by Aug. 28. 

This is the library’s first summer 
using the Beanstack platform, which 
makes it simple and convenient to 
log reading and track progress toward 
rewards. We’ve been giving milestone 
prizes like putting readers’ names on 
the Wall of Recognition in the library 
and offering “community coupon 
bundles” to local businesses. 

Readers are also earning raffle 
tickets to our grand prizes, which 
include gift cards, and special experi-
ences in the library — like private time 
in our makerspace — and around the 
area — like a fly-fishing trip. 

Congrats to all the readers out 
there on your progress this summer. If 
you’d like to join, visit pagosalibrary.
org/summer.

Our next outing is scheduled for 
Aug. 5 at Wolfwood Refuge, where we 
will receive a guided tour and learn 
about and interact with wolfdogs and 
wolves. Meet at the library at 8:30 a.m. 
and we’ll caravan together. There is 
no fee to enter.

We recommend bringing a lunch.

August plant walk with Lake McCullough announced
By Jean Zirnhelt
Weminuche Audubon Society

The final plant walk of this season 
with certified herbalist Lake Mc-
Cullough will take place on Monday, 
Aug. 3. 

Join us for a fun and educational 
ramble through the forest as we dis-
cover edible and medicinal native 
plants. This free walk will open your 
eyes to the uses and beauty of plants 

that you might otherwise not notice. 
This hike at a leisurely pace follows 

Forest Service Road 725, Wolf Creek 
Road, to explore late-summer botani-
cal bounty at high elevation near Wolf 
Creek Pass. 

Attendees will turn off U.S. 160 onto 
Wolf Creek Road, about 22 miles east 
of town. This Forest Service road 
slopes sharply down from the highway 
for a short distance, where there is a 
parking area. We will meet there at 

9 a.m. and return to the parking area 
around noon. 

The walk is about 3 miles roundtrip 
with some moderately steep and rocky 
sections. Be prepared for rugged trails 
and unpredictable weather, and leave 
dogs at home. Don’t forget your water.

In order to provide an optimal 
experience for participants, there is 
a 15-person maximum on each walk. 

Please call McCullough ahead to 
reserve a space at (970) 398-0923. 

McCullough’s knowledge and fun 
sense of humor have made these 
walks very popular and spaces fill 
quickly. 

Weminuche Audubon and Audu-
bon Rockies are proud to sponsor 
these educational opportunities for 
residents and visitors, and are grate-
ful to McCullough for sharing her 
expertise with us. 

Give her a call to add your name 
to the August walk list.

BLM Tres Rios Field Office reduces fire restrictions
Bureau of Land Management

Improved fire weather conditions 
and near containment on the Ferris 
Fire have prompted Bureau of Land 
Management (BLM) officials to ease 
fire restrictions and reopen public 
lands within the Tres Rios Field Of-
fice. 

Effective July 22, Stage 2 fire re-
strictions were lifted on BLM-ad-
ministered public lands managed by 
the Tres Rios Field Office, including 
Canyons of the Ancients National 

Monument. Stage 1 fire restrictions 
will remain in effect through Dec. 31, 
2026, or until rescinded.

Stage 1 restrictions prohibit camp-
fires, charcoal fires and other open 
fires outside designated fire grates or 
grills in developed recreation sites. 
Smoking is prohibited except within 
an enclosed vehicle, building or 
developed recreation site. Fireworks 
and other incendiary devices are also 
prohibited.

“Seasonal weather conditions in 
southwest Colorado have brought in-

creased moisture and more favorable 
fire conditions, allowing us to reduce 
fire restrictions,” said Tres Rios Field 
Office Manager Derek Padilla. “Fire 
danger still exists, and we encourage 
everyone visiting public lands to use 
caution and do their part to prevent 
human-caused wildfires.”

With the Ferris Fire approaching 
100 percent containment, the BLM is 
also reducing most emergency public 
land closures in Dolores County. All 
previous Ferris Fire closure areas 
on BLM-administered public lands 

within the Tres Rios Field Office have 
been reopened except for a smaller 
area that remains closed to support 
ongoing fire management and pro-
tect public and firefighter safety. The 
remaining closure includes BLM-
administered public lands in the 
vicinity of the Dolores River Canyon 
and Bradfield Bridge Recreation Site.

For specific closure boundaries, 
maps and current fire restrictions, 
visit Colorado’s Southwest District 
Fire Management website at https://
ow.ly/wjpK50ZitFU.

1,000 Books Before  
Kindergarten prepares 
your little one for 
success

Want to give your little one this 
best possible start to a successful life? 

1,000 Books Before Kindergarten is 
an early childhood initiative that helps 
inspire a love for reading and literature 
while also helping our youngest read-
ers get exposure to print and phonetics 
and earn prizes along the way. 

The goal is not to read 1,000 differ-
ent books before kindergarten, but to 
simply read 1,000 times before they 
begin their journey to expand their 
knowledge. If your little one has a 
favorite book that they want you to 
reread to them immediately after 
finishing it the first time, then that 
counts as another book read. 

Every 100 books is a milestone 
where our young patrons can receive 
a small prize or an experience at the li-
brary. At the end of their journey, they 
will receive a grand prize as well as an 
invite to a celebration at the library 
with all of those who have finished 
their 1,000 books before kindergarten. 

Sign-up is free and easy. Enroll 
today by visiting the library.

Colorado Parks Passes 
for checkout 

The weather is perfect to get out-
side. Colorado state parks require a 
paid pass to enter, but you can borrow 
one from the library for a few days at 
no cost to you. 

Passes come with a backpack filled 
with nature guides, binoculars and 
fun activities. Reserve yours today.

Note: Colorado State Park passes 
are not valid for Chimney Rock Na-
tional Monument.

New books collections 
brimming with  
interesting titles 

For a full list of new titles and to 
reserve your copy, go to www.pago-
salibrary.org and choose “Search the 
Catalog” at the top of the screen.

Don’t forget, if there is a waiting 
list for the book, it may be available 
now as an e-book or e-audiobook on 
CloudLibrary or Libby.

During our transition period, most 
books are in storage, but the new 
books are available to browse, and 
you can reserve any title in the catalog 
and have them brought in from other 
libraries. All the children’s collection 
is available in our bright, new, shiny 
children’s room.

Need help? Just ask. We love talk-
ing about books.

New in large print
• “Make it Out Alive,” a new Quinn 

and Costa thriller from Allison Bren-
nan, places Detective Kara Quinn 
as bait for a serial killer after three 
couples turn up dead in Florida.

• “The Battle for Texas” from Rob-
ert Vaughn is a fictional account of 
the women and men of Alamo in their 
fight for Texas independence.

• “Blunt Instrument” from Amy 
Bloom introduces Dell Chandler, a 
failed English professor turned self-
taught private detective, hired to 
investigate the death of a bludgeoned 
university lecturer.

• “Enough: Your Health, Your 
Weight, and What It’s Like to be 
Free” from Dr. Ania Jastreboff, with 
a foreword from Oprah Winfrey, de-
scribes strategies to optimize health 
and manage the side effects of new 
weight-loss medications.

• “Vengeance: The Last Stands of 
Custer, Crazy Horse, and Sitting Bull” 
discusses the Battle of Little Bighorn, 
the fame it brought to George Arm-
strong Custer and the impact it had 
on Native Americans and the shape 
of the American West.

New fiction
• “This is Where the Serpent Lives” 

by award-winning writer Daniyal 
Mueenuddin is set in modern-day 
Pakistan and follows the lives of a 
dozen characters as they face lives 
filled with violence and tragedy and 
struggle to make moral choices.

• “Seek the Traitor’s Son,” by “Di-
vergent” series author Veronica Roth, 
is an epic romantic dystopian fantasy.

• Historian Alison Weir is back with 
“The Boleyn Secret,” a new medieval 
novel starring Katherine Carey, an at-
tendant to Queen Anne Boleyn, who 
reveals a little-known Tudor mystery.

New in nonfiction
• “The Age Rebellion: Supercharge 

the Second Half of Your Life” is from 
Lyndsey Simpson, founder of 55 
Redefined. 

• “Accepted: 50 Successful College 
Admission Essays,” from Harvard 
grads Gen and Kelly Tanabe, guides 
you through crafting the essay that gets 
you into the college of your dreams.

• “Open Space: From Earth to Eter-
nity—The Global Race to Explore and 
Conquer the Cosmos” from journalist 
David Ariosto chronicles the new gen-
eration of space entrepreneurs. 

New audiobooks
• “Mother Earth is Our Elder: In-

digenous Solutions to the Climate 
Crisis” is a Dene manifesto from 
Canada’s Northwest Territories.

• “How to Live a Meaningful Life: 
Using Design Thinking to Unlock 
Purpose, Joy, and Flow Every Day” is 
from Stanford’s Life Design Lab.

• John Connolly returns with a new 
thriller, “A River Red with Blood.” Pri-
vate investigator Charlie Parker goes 
deep into the dark woods of Maine to 
investigate multiple murders.
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Thank you for 
supporting our advertisers!

COMBINED NOTICE ‑ PUBLICATION
CRS §38‑38‑103 FORECLOSURE SALE NO. 

2026‑004
To Whom It May Concern: This Notice is given with re‑
gard to the following described Deed of Trust:
On April 22, 2026, the undersigned Public Trustee 
caused the Notice of Election and Demand relating to 
the Deed of Trust described below to be recorded in the 
County of Archuleta records.
Original Grantor(s)
COURTNEY P POGUE AND KEVIN S POGUE
Original Beneficiary(ies)
MORTGAGE ELECTRONIC REGISTRATION SYS‑
TEMS, INC., AS NOMINEE FOR THE CENTRAL 
TRUST BANK
Current Holder of Evidence of Debt
THE CENTRAL TRUST BANK
Date of Deed of Trust
January 27, 2023
County of Recording
Archuleta
Recording Date of Deed of Trust
January 27, 2023
Recording Information (Reception No. and/or Book/
Page No.)
22300404 
Original Principal Amount
$480,000.00
Outstanding Principal Balance
$477,910.28
Pursuant to CRS §38‑38‑101(4)(i), you are hereby noti‑
fied that the covenants of the deed of trust have been 
violated as follows:  Failure to pay principal and interest 
when due together with all other payments provided for 
in the Evidence of Debt secured by the Deed of Trust 
and other violations of the terms thereof
THE LIEN FORECLOSED MAY NOT BE A FIRST 
LIEN.
LOT 372‑373, CHRIS MOUNTAIN VILLAGE AT PA‑
GOSA UNIT TWO, ACCORDING TO THE PLAT 
THEREOF FILED JUNE 4, 1973, AS RECEPTION 
NO. 77868, IN THE OFFICE OF THE CLERK AND 
RECORDER, ARCHULETA COUNTY, COLORADO.
Purported common address: 207 DOMICILLE CIR, 
PAGOSA SPRINGS, CO 81147.
THE PROPERTY DESCRIBED HEREIN IS ALL OF 
THE PROPERTY CURRENTLY ENCUMBERED BY 
THE LIEN OF THE DEED OF TRUST.

NOTICE OF SALE
The current holder of the Evidence of Debt secured by 
the Deed of Trust, described herein, has filed Notice of 
Election and Demand for sale as provided by law and 
in said Deed of Trust. 
THEREFORE, Notice Is Hereby Given that I will at pub‑
lic auction, at 10:00 A.M. on Thursday, 08/20/2026, at 
the Archuleta County Treasurer’s Office at 305 Village 
Drive. Pagosa Springs, CO 81147, sell to the highest 
and best bidder for cash, the said real property and all 
interest of the said Grantor(s), Grantor(s)’ heirs and 
assigns therein, for the purpose of paying the indebt‑
edness provided in said Evidence of Debt secured by 
the Deed of Trust, plus attorneys’ fees, the expenses 
of sale and other items allowed by law, and will issue 
to the purchaser a Certificate of Purchase, all as pro‑
vided by law. 
First Publication 6/25/2026
Last Publication 7/23/2026
Name of Publication Pagosa Springs Sun
IF THE SALE DATE IS CONTINUED TO A LATER 
DATE, THE DEADLINE TO FILE A NOTICE OF IN‑
TENT TO CURE BY THOSE PARTIES ENTITLED TO 
CURE MAY ALSO BE EXTENDED;
DATE: 04/22/2026
Elsa P. White, Public Trustee in and for the County of 
Archuleta, State of Colorado
By: Elsa P. White, Public Trustee
The name, address, business telephone number and 
bar registration number of the attorney(s) representing 
the legal holder of the indebtedness is:
Carly Imbrogno, Esq. #59553
Barrett Frappier Weisserman, LLP 1391 SPEER BLVD, 
SUITE 700,  DENVER, CO 80204 (303) 350‑3711
Attorney File # 00000010755338
The Attorney above is acting as a debt collector and is 
attempting to collect a debt. Any information provided 
may be used for that purpose.
©Public Trustees’ Association of Colorado Revised 
1/2015
Published June 25, July 2, 9, 16, and 23, 2026, in The 
Pagosa Springs SUN. (300942)

FOR A PLANNING COMMISSION PUBLIC HEARING 
ON August 13, 2026 AND PRIOR TO FINAL ACTION, 
A BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS PUBLIC 
HEARING ON AUGUST 18, 2026
An administrative REZONING of RURAL Section: 9 
Township: 35 Range: 2W (3) Parcels 569909100037 
(±50 ac), 569909100036 (±40 ac), 569909300161 (±29 
ac) along Cloman Blvd., Pagosa Springs, CO. The 
property is zoned AGRICULTURAL RANCHING (AR) 
with a proposed change to INDUSTRIAL (I).
Comments regarding this case may be submitted to 
Archuleta County Development Services Planning De‑
partment, P.O. Box 1507, Pagosa Springs, CO 81147‑
1507, telephone: (970) 264‑1390 or to Planning@
archuletacounty.org prior to the public hearings. The 
Archuleta County Planning Commission meeting will be 
held on August 13, 2026, at 6:00 p.m. and the Board 
of County Commissioners meeting will be held on Au‑
gust 18, 2026 at 1:30pm, in the County Commission‑
ers Meeting Room, 398 Lewis Street, 1:30pm Pagosa 
Springs and via Zoom Link.
Published July 23 and 30, 2026, in The Pagosa Springs 
SUN. (310788)

FOR A PLANNING COMMISSION PUBLIC HEARING 
ON August 13, 2026 AND PRIOR TO FINAL ACTION, 
A BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS PUBLIC 
HEARING ON AUGUST 18, 2026
A MINOR SUBDIVISION of RURAL Section: 9 Town‑
ship: 35 Range: 2W (3) Parcels 569909100037 (±50 
ac), 569909100036 (±40 ac), 569909300161 (±29 ac) 
along Cloman Blvd., Pagosa Springs, CO. The property 
is zoned AGRICULTURAL RANCHING (AR) with 50 +/‑ 
acres proposed to become one lot containing 46 acres 
and one lot containing 4 acres.
Comments regarding this case may be submitted to 
Archuleta County Development Services Planning De‑
partment, P.O. Box 1507, Pagosa Springs, CO 81147‑
1507, telephone: (970) 264‑1390 or to Planning@

archuletacounty.org prior to the public hearings. The 
Archuleta County Planning Commission meeting will be 
held on August 13, 2026, at 6:00 p.m. and the Board 
of County Commissioners meeting will be held on Au‑
gust 18, 2026 at 1:30pm, in the County Commission‑
ers Meeting Room, 398 Lewis Street, 1:30pm Pagosa 
Springs and via Zoom Link.
Published July 23 and 30, 2026, in The Pagosa Springs 
SUN. (310789)

FOR BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT HEARING ON Au‑
gust 18, 2026
BRIAN WATTIER, representing 84 Ranch, has applied 
for a VARIANCE REQUSET for his WILDERNESS 
LODGING, BOARD CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT on 
the Parcel of SEC 9, TWN 34, RNG 1W, at 6252A US 
Hwy 84 Pagosa Springs, CO (PLN‑ BCUP‑24‑189). The 
property is zoned AGRICULTURAL RANCHING (AR).
Comments regarding this case may be submitted to 
Archuleta County Development Services‑Planning De‑
partment, P.O. Box 1507, Pagosa Springs, CO 81147‑
1507, telephone: (970) 264‑1390 or to Planning@
archuletacounty.org prior to the public hearing by the 
Archuleta County Planning Commission on August 18, 
2026, at 1:30 p.m. in the County Commissioners Meet‑
ing Room, 398 Lewis Street, Pagosa Springs and via 
Zoom Link.
Published July 23 and 30, 2026, in The Pagosa Springs 
SUN. (310786)

FOR THE BOARD OF ADJUSTMENTS HEARING ON 
AUGUST 4TH, 2026
ALCON CONSTRUCTION has applied for a GENERAL 
VARIANCE regarding engineering requirements, at 301 
Park Ave, Pagosa Springs, CO 81147.
Comments regarding this case may be submitted to 
Archuleta County Development Services‑ Planning De‑
partment, P.O. Box 1507, Pagosa Springs, CO 81147, 
phone: (970) 264‑1390 or PLANNING@archuleta‑
county.gov prior to the public hearing by the Archuleta 
County Board of Adjustments on August 4, 2026, at 
1:30 p.m. in the County Commissioners Meeting Room, 
398 Lewis Street, Pagosa Springs and via Zoom Link.
Published July 9 and 23, 2026, in The Pagosa Springs 
SUN. (309273)

FOR THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONER HEARING 
ON AUGUST 18TH, 2026
Applicant has applied for LPEA TRANSMISSON 
LINES, BOARD CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT, FI‑
NAL REVIEW, RURAL Sec: 26 Twn: 35 Rng: 2W 35‑
2W SEC 26 SE4SW4NE4; NE4NW4SE4; 26‑35‑2W. 
(PLN‑26‑028). The property is zoned AGRICULTURAL 
RANCHING (AR).
Comments regarding this case may be submitted to 
Archuleta County Development Services‑Planning De‑
partment, P.O. Box 1507, Pagosa Springs, CO 81147, 
phone: (970) 264‑1390 or PLANNING@archuleta‑
county.gov prior to the public hearing by the Archuleta 
County Board of County Comissioners on $XJXVW8, 
2026, at 1:30pm in the County Commissioners Meet‑
ing Room, 398 Lewis Street, Pagosa Springs and via 
Zoom Link.
Published July 23 and 30, 2026, in The Pagosa Springs 
SUN. (310787)

FOR THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
HEARING ON AUGUST 4TH, 2026
Application for a MINOR PLAT AMENDMENT in PAGO‑
SA MEADOWS 4, to resubdivide lot 212X, also known 
as 368 Crestone Pl, creating lots 212XZ and 213Z.
Comments regarding this case may be submitted to 
Archuleta County Development Services‑ Planning De‑
partment, P.O. Box 1507, Pagosa Springs, CO 81147, 
phone: (970) 264‑1390 or PLANNING@archuleta‑
county.gov prior to the public hearing by the Archuleta 
County Board of County Commissioners on August 4, 
2026, at 1:30 p.m. in the County Commissioners Meet‑
ing Room, 398 Lewis Street, Pagosa Springs and via 
Zoom Link.
Published July 9 and 23, 2026, in The Pagosa Springs 
SUN. (309270)

FOR THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
HEARING ON AUGUST 4TH, 2026
Application for a MINOR PLAT AMENDMENT in RIO 
BLANCO CABIN SITES, to resubdivide lot 65XX, also 
known as 267 Calderwood Pl, creating lots 65XXY and 
65XXZ.
Comments regarding this case may be submitted to 
Archuleta County Development Services‑ Planning De‑
partment, P.O. Box 1507, Pagosa Springs, CO 81147, 
phone: (970) 264‑1390 or PLANNING@archuleta‑
county.gov prior to the public hearing by the Archuleta 
County Board of County Commissioners on August 4, 
2026, at 1:30 p.m. in the County Commissioners Meet‑

ing Room, 398 Lewis Street, Pagosa Springs and via 
Zoom Link.
Published July 9 and 23, 2026, in The Pagosa Springs 
SUN. (309271)

FOR THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
HEARING ON AUGUST 4TH, 2026
Application for CERULEAN SKIES RANCH BOARD 
CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT, for an RV Park at 6116 
US Highway 84, Pagosa Springs, CO 81147.
Comments regarding this case may be submitted to 
Archuleta County Development Services‑ Planning De‑
partment, P.O. Box 1507, Pagosa Springs, CO 81147, 
phone: (970) 264‑1390 or PLANNING@archuleta‑
county.gov prior to the public hearing by the Archuleta 
County Board of County Commissioners on August 4, 
2026, at 1:30 p.m. in the County Commissioners Meet‑
ing Room, 398 Lewis Street, Pagosa Springs and via 
Zoom Link.
Published July 9 and 23, 2026, in The Pagosa Springs 
SUN. (309272)

FOR THE PLANNING COMMISSION HEARING ON 
AUGUST 13TH, 2026
Applicant has applied for LPEA TRANSMISSON 
LINES, BOARD CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT, FI‑
NAL REVIEW, RURAL Sec: 26 Twn: 35 Rng: 2W 35‑
2W SEC 26 SE4SW4NE4; NE4NW4SE4; 26‑35‑2W. 
(PLN‑26‑028). The property is zoned AGRICULTURAL 
RANCHING (AR).
Comments regarding this case may be submitted to 
Archuleta County Development Services‑Planning De‑
partment, P.O. Box 1507, Pagosa Springs, CO 81147, 
phone: (970) 264‑1390 or PLANNING@archuleta‑
county.gov prior to the public hearing by the Archuleta 
County Planning Commission on August 13, 2026, at 
6 p.m. in the County Commissioners Meeting Room, 
398 Lewis Street, Pagosa Springs and via Zoom Link. 
Published July 23 and July 30, 2026, in The Pagosa 
Springs SUN. (310791)

PUBLIC NOTICE ARCHULETA COUNTY BOARD OF 
EQUALIZATION
The Archuleta County Board of Equalization (CBOE) 
will sit to review the assessment of all taxable prop‑
erty located in Archuleta County, as prepared by the 
Archuleta County Assessor, and to hear appeals from 
determinations of the Assessor beginning July 29, 30, 
August 3, 5, 2026.  Hearings will be held in the Com‑
missioners Meeting Room located at 398 Lewis Street, 
Pagosa Springs, Colorado.
Published July 16 and 23, 2026, in The Pagosa Springs 
SUN. (310058)

The U.S. Department of Commerce, Economic Devel‑
opment Administration (EDA) is considering a request 
for Federal assistance from Build Pagosa to construct 
a Regional Workforce Center in Pagosa Springs, 
Archuleta County, CO.  Pursuant to the National En‑
vironmental Policy Act (NEPA) and the National His‑
toric Preservation Act (NHPA), EDA is conducting an 
assessment of the potential of the proposed project to 
affect the environment and/or historic properties.  No‑
tice is hereby given that the project is proposed to be 
located in, or may affect, a floodplain and/or wetland 
as defined by Executive Order (EO) 11988 and/or EO 
11990. 
The Regional Workforce Center will be an approxi‑
mately 10,000  square foot workforce training facility. 
The project will be located at 800 S 8th St, Pagosa 
Springs, CO 81147. The purpose of the project is to 
support workforce training initiatives and create jobs. 
The Project is located on a property with two small wet‑
lands which the Project has been designed to avoid. 
To protect them from indirect impacts, the contractor 
will implement standard stormwater best practices in 
accordance with applicable construction permitting 
requirements, mitigating sediment runoff into the wet‑
lands.  Project information is available for review at 390 
Boulder Drive, 970‑398‑5815. 
If you have any information regarding potential environ‑
mental impacts associated with this proposed project, 
please provide it in writing to: 
Environmental Compliance Review Officer 
US Department of Commerce 
Economic Development Administration 
Denver Region 
rdefato@eda.gov 
(206) 450‑8251 
Comments received in the EDA Regional Office by 5:00 
pm on August 7, 2026 will be considered. A copy of 
the NEPA/NHPA decisional document will be available 
upon request at the above EDA Regional Office. 
Published July 23, 2026 in The Pagosa Springs SUN. 
(310792)

PUBLIC NOTICES: 
YOUR RIGHT TO KNOW

The notices you see on this page include important information from 
local governmental bodies and attorneys that may be of interest to you. 
These notices can include information about public hearings, property 
assessments and changes in assessment, assumed names, name changes, 
claims notices, public meeting dates and financial statements.

Legal advertising
Deadline: Friday noon* 
Bring your legal advertisement or public notice to our offices at 457 Lewis 
Street, or email to legal@pagosasun.com
*Deadlines are moved up for holiday weeks. Please check for an ad in the paper for specific dates and times.

Public Notices

Join our 
Professional Directory.

$35 per week, 4 week minimum with no changes to ad. 

Call today! (970) 264-2100

Professional Directory

MortgagesAccounting & Tax

Storage & Office

Pagosa Springs 
Mini Storage

14th St. at 15th Place
behind Home Expo Center

Prices start 
at $2500

Sizes available: 5’x5’, 5’x10’,
10’x10’, 10’x15’, 10’x20’, and 10’x30’

For rental information call
Chris (970) 749-2867

NMLS # 2263077

TOP LENDER
IN THE COUNTRY

Why work with big banks when we can provide 
you and your buyers with more options, faster 
closings, and better service?
• Local Loan Officer with a National Expertise
• We Shop So You or Your Buyer Doesn’t Have To
• Experts at Mortgages, Because It’s All We Do
• Constant Availability 7 Days a Week
• All Loan Programs Including Expanded Options 
• Same Day Pre-Approvals

Carrie Blue
Sr. Loan Officer | NMLS # 177666
cblue@trustedrate.com
(949) 683-4646 Call & Text

Daniel L. Fiedler
Attorney at Law

Estate Planning • Wills • Trusts 
Probate • Elder Law

970-507-8528 
190 Talisman Drive, Suite D-6

next to Restoration Church, behind City Market

Attorney

Your car  
shouldn’t feel  
like an oven...

10% Off an A/C Recharge
Make sure your air conditioning is running right for 

refreshing relief from heat, dust, and pollen! Plus, we’ll 
include our 30 Point Safety Inspection for FREE.

Now servicing systems with Now servicing systems with R1234yfR1234yf refrigerant! refrigerant!

Excludes system repairs. Offer Ends 8/31/2026

++
10% Off Any  

Full Service Oil Change
And prepare your car to run its best this summer with its 

scheduled maintenance and we’ll do a 30 Point Safety Inspection 
for FREE to make sure you’re ready for the summer’s heat.

Offer Ends 8/31/2026

(970)731-3335
505 Piedra Rd.

Open 8-6  Mon. - Thur.

24  
Hour

TOWING &  
EMERGENCY 
ROADSIDE  
ASSISTANCE

Piedra Automotive
Shop supplies and tax not included. See the friendly pros at Piedra Automotive for details. 

Cannot be combined with other coupons. Bring in or mention this ad for these limited time offers.  Offers End 8/31/2026

Staying on track with medications can 
help seniors stay healthy and independent
By Ricardo Martinez
SUN Columnist

Taking medications as prescribed 
is one of the most important ways 
older adults can protect their health 
and maintain their independence. 

Many seniors take multiple pre-
scriptions to manage conditions such 
as high blood pressure, diabetes, 
heart disease or arthritis. Missing 
doses, taking medications at the 
wrong time or accidentally taking too 
much can reduce the effectiveness 
of treatment and increase the risk of 
serious health complications or hos-
pitalization. Following a medication 
schedule helps ensure that medica-
tions work as intended and supports 
a higher quality of life.

Creating a simple medication 
management system can make stay-
ing on schedule much easier. 

Weekly pill organizers, medication 
reminder apps, alarm clocks, cal-
endars or written medication logs 
are all effective tools to help seniors 
remember what to take and when. 

Family members or caregivers can 
also provide valuable support by 
reviewing medications regularly and 
helping organize prescriptions. 

Seniors should keep an up-to-date 
list of all medications, including vi-
tamins and supplements, and share 
it with their health care providers 
at every appointment. If you have 
questions about your medications 
or experience side effects, never stop 
taking them without first consulting 
your doctor or pharmacist. 

A consistent routine and a reliable 
reminder system can go a long way to-
ward helping seniors remain healthy, 
safe and independent.

Senior Conversations
The very popular Senior Conver-

sations with local Bill Salmansohn 
takes place on Mondays from 1:15 to 
2:15 p.m. at the Pagosa Senior Center. 

Salmansohn brings to the conver-
sations a variety of topics designed to 
stimulate discussions within a safe 
and comfortable environment as we 
explore our well-being and shared 

experiences.
This is a unique opportunity to 

connect with others in the Archuleta 
community, fostering sharing and 
friendships.

Snacks will be provided.
Afterward, hosted by Robin Wil-

liams, stay for a get-together created 
for those who wish to continue the 
conversation. This opportunity is 
typically from 2:30 to 3:30 p.m., fol-
lowing Senior Conversations. The 
group occasionally reconvenes as an 
informal gathering at various local 
restaurants.

Stretching and mobility 
weekly class

Community members are invited 
to attend free weekly classes every 
Tuesday from 10 to 11 a.m. at the 
Senior Center at 451 Hot Springs 
Blvd., in the back of the Ross Aragon 
Community Center. 

The stretching and mobility class-
es for adults age 55 or better are de-
signed to help build balance in the 
body through functional exercises 
that aim to improve mobility and 
flexibility. 

Participants will have the oppor-
tunity to enjoy a variety of techniques 
that can help enhance overall move-
ment efficiency. 

Though not necessary, a mat is 
recommended for this class. 

The program is instructed by local 
ballet dance instructor Dee Pitchon, 
who will provide modifications to 
ensure the safety and effectiveness 
of the exercises. 

American mahjong
American mahjong is played using 

a set of tiles and the current year score 
card. Play includes groups of three or 
four players and follows a pattern of 
division exchange and display of tiles.

Bring your card and come to play 
or watch and learn from 1:15 to 3:45 
p.m. Tuesdays at the Senior Center.

Bridge 
The game of bridge is held on 

Tuesdays and Wednesdays at 1:15 
p.m. 

Bridge is a four-player card game 
with partners sitting opposite each 
other around a table. It is a trick-
taking card game using a standard 
52-card deck. Come alone or bring 
a partner.

Hand and foot card game
Whether you are new to hand and 

foot or interested in learning, please 
join us most Tuesdays at 1:15 p.m. at 
the Senior Center. 

This card game involves four 
rounds of play, with the final round 
reached sometime between two and 
three hours later. Plan to stay and 
meet some new friends or catch up 
with those you have missed. 

No experience is necessary, so 
come willing to learn.

Emotional freedom 
On the second Thursday of the 

month from 1:30 to 2:30 p.m., join the 
“Tappers,” who practice a self-regula-
tion technique to relieve symptoms 
of anxiety, depression, insomnia 
and more.

Everything you need to get started 
is included in this fun, engaging, 
supportive class taught by Judith 
Newman, LPC.

Mindful drawing
Mindful drawing is an easy-to-

learn, relaxing and fun way to cre-
ate beautiful images by drawing 
structured patterns. Join our friendly 
instructor, Roberta Strickland. 

Classes are every Wednesday from 
1:30 to 3 p.m. in the Senior Center.

This activity is open to all ages. 
Help us create an intergenerational 
community. For those under 18 and/
or with disabilities, you are welcome 
to join us, but we kindly ask you to 
please bring an adult chaperone 
with you.

Mexican train dominoes
Mexican train dominoes meets on 

Wednesdays at 1:15 p.m. at the Senior 
Center.

Ruby’s Writers Guild 
The Ruby’s Writers Guild has 

moved back to the Ruby Sisson Li-

brary.

Tai chi
Tai chi classes are held at Yama-

guchi Park during the summer, from 
1:30 to 2:30 p.m. on Thursdays.

Tai chi is not a martial art, but 
rather a tool for self-healing. Soft-
ness, flow and effortlessness are the 
guiding principles in this meditative 
practice. The 19 movements and one 
pose are designed to stimulate, circu-
late and balance the vital energy that 
is inherent in all of us.

Bingo
Join us for bingo on Friday, July 24, 

at 1:30 p.m.
Participation is free, and all we ask 

is you bring yourself and a friend for 
an hour of joyful fellowship. We will 
provide prizes for all winners, and 
snacks will also be provided. 

No RSVP is required; just show up. 
All ages are welcome, but we ask 

those 18 and younger to come with an 
adult chaperone. Seats are first come, 
first served.

Scrapbooking and  
crafters club

The Pagosa Springs Scrapbooking 
and Crafters Club continues to hold 

n See Senior A13
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Hearing & Tinnitus ��	uti�ns

970.444.2314

Robert Melton, AuD
Doctor of Audiology

Hearing & Tinnitus Care Specialist 

Experiencing Hearing Loss or Aggravating Noise 
in Your Ears?

Hearing aids can improve
communication, reduce listening effort,
and support cognitive health by keeping
the brain engaged. 

Evidence-based treatment approaches can
help reduce the impact tinnitus has on
sleep, concentration, and stress.

Untreated hearing loss has been associated
with an increased risk of cognitive decline,
social isolation, depression, and falls. 

Addressing hearing loss early helps keep
you connected to conversations, supports
brain health, and promotes long-term
quality of life.

Risk Factors:Management Options:

PagosaHumane.org  |  970 - 731- 4771
465 Cloman Blvd., Pagosa Springs

•Cuisine by Farm to Fingers
•Cocktail hour by Riff Raff Brewing

•Live music by The Rodger & Steve Duo
•Live & Silent Auction

•Pet Talent Show

monthly meetings the second Satur-
day of each month from 10 a.m. to 3 
p.m. at the Community Center, 451 
Hot Springs Blvd., within the dining 
hall in the Senior Center. 

This creative tradition has been 
happening since 2005, and we invite 
all creative individuals to come and 
share ideas, connect with new and 
old friends, learn/share creative tech-
niques, share supplies and indulge in 
a potluck lunch together. Bring your 
scrapbooking projects — or any craft-
ing project that you may want to work 
on with the group. 

Help us create an intergenera-
tional community. Those ages 18 
and older are welcome. For those 
youth age 17 and younger, we kindly 
request an adult chaperone accom-
pany them. 

If you would like to be added to 
the mailing list, please send your re-
quest to copenhavercreative@gmail.
com and you will receive a notifica-
tion each month of the upcoming 
meeting, along with handy tips and 
tricks for scrapbooking and more.

Share lunch Monday 
through Friday

Join local elders, their friends, 
family and community at the Com-
munity Cafe, also known as the Silver 
Fox’s Den, in person for delicious 
meals Mondays through Fridays at 
the Community Center between 11 
a.m. and 1 p.m. Grab ‘N’ Go pickup 
via our convenient portico is also 
available all week.

To reserve your meal for the day, 
please make your reservation via 
text or phone call to (970) 264-2167 
by 8:45 a.m. weekdays. Please say 
whether it is dine-in or Grab ‘N’ Go.

 Our dining hall is open to all ages 
and welcomes you all with kindness 
and warmth. We provide hot/cold 
meals for anyone in the community 
interested in a nutritious and delicious 
meal. For those 60 or older we request 
a suggested donation of $6, but no one 
will be turned away. There is a $10.50 
charge for guests under the age of 60. 

Meals include a main course, side 
dish, fruit/dessert, garden salad plus 
beverage. 

Community Cafe menu
Call or text (970) 264-2167 before 

8:45 a.m. Please note that occasion-
ally the menu must be changed on 
short notice. 

Thursday, July 23 — Korean beef 
over rice, snow peas, garden salad, 
fruit salad, cookies and milk.

Friday, July 24 — Chicken fajitas, 

tortillas, sour cream, guacamole, 
salsa, black beans, garden salad, fruit, 
flan and milk.

Monday, July 27 — Eggplant Par-
migiana, pesto asparagus, garden 
salad, fruit, fig bars and milk. 

Tuesday, July 28 — Teriyaki pork 
ribs, rice, squash medley, garden 
salad, fruit, chocolate pudding and 
milk. 

Wednesday, July 29 — Chicken 
and dumplings, broccoli, garden 
salad, fruit, Snickers cake, and milk. 

Thursday, July 30 — Crispy cod 
with tartar sauce, creamed spinach, 
dinner roll, garden salad, fruit, apple 
crisp and milk. 

Friday, July 31 — Meatloaf, 
mashed potatoes and gravy, peas 
and pearl onions, garden salad, fruit, 
muffin, and milk.

Meals on Wheels
We deliver fresh Meals on Wheels 

five days a week (and provide frozen 
Meals on Wheels for weekends) to 
homebound Archuleta County resi-
dents. The meals are delivered by our 
wonderful volunteers. Call or text us 
at (970) 264-2167 for how to sign up 
for the program.

Text reservations
Don’t forget that we offer a conve-

nient texting service for you to com-
municate with us. Text us at (970) 
264-2167. When texting, please 

include your name, phone number 
and the days you want a meal. If you 
are canceling a reservation, please 
include your name, phone number 
and the days you want to cancel. 

Mountain Express Transit 
senior paratransit 
services

Seniors over the age of 60 can be 
verified to receive services through 
discounted paratransit services, free 
bus rides and pick up at your home 
to bring you to the Senior Center for 
lunch. To become eligible, there is a 
form to complete. 

Older adults needing a ride to a 
local food pantry can contact the 
Mountain Express Transit (MET) to 
schedule a ride with its paratransit 
service.

Call the Archuleta County MET at 
(970) 264-2250 for information.

Medicare assistance by  
appointment

For anyone who needs help en-
rolling and navigating Medicare 
plans, the San Juan Basin Area Agen-
cy on Aging helps with parts A, B and 
D. They can also help you with fraud 
concerns and troubleshooting any 
billing issues you may be having. By 
appointment only. Please call the 
Medicare line at (970) 403-6759 for 
an appointment and where to meet. 

Safe2Tell June report highlights mental health concerns during summer break
Colorado Attorney General’s Office 

A student experiencing suicidal 
thoughts is now receiving counseling 
after someone used Safe2Tell to ask 
for help, and another report enabled 
school officials to intervene after a 
student allegedly assaulted a class-
mate and threatened their life. 

Those interventions are among the 
672 reports received by Safe2Tell in 
June, according to the Colorado Attor-
ney General’s Office’s monthly report 
released Tuesday, July 14. The pro-
gram has now received 28,711 reports 
during the 2025-2026 school year.

Key findings from the June 2026 
Safe2Tell report include:

• The most frequently reported 
concerns were mental health (21.9 
percent), bullying (14.7 percent), 
school safety (12.7 percent), and 
abuse and exploitation (9.5 percent).

Reports in the Other category ac-
counted for 15.9 percent of submis-
sions, which primarily involved 

individuals seeking information 
about how to use Safe2Tell or access 
program services, an expected trend 
as communities prepare for the up-
coming school year.

False reports remained histori-
cally low at 1.8 percent. 

“Safe2Tell is built on a simple idea: 
when people speak up, we can step in 
before a situation becomes a tragedy,” 
said Attorney General Phil Weiser. 
“The reports we received in June are 
a powerful reminder that concerns 
about safety and mental health don’t 
end when the school year does. Saf-
e2Tell is available throughout the 
summer because every Coloradan 
should know there’s always a trusted 
way to help someone in need, prevent 
harm and connect people with the 
support they deserve.”

One report came from a person 
who said a student had physically and 
verbally assaulted another student 
before making a threat against the 
student’s life. School staff investi-

gated the incident, interviewed those 
involved, contacted the student’s 
parents and implemented appropri-
ate disciplinary action.

In another report, a person shared 
concerns about a student who had 
expressed suicidal thoughts, was 
engaging in self-harm and told peers 
they felt unwanted. Local law en-
forcement conducted a welfare 
check and spoke with the student, 
who acknowledged having suicidal 
thoughts. The student’s parents were 
notified, the student was placed on an 
M-1 hold, and they are now receiving 
counseling services.

“Every Safe2Tell report is reviewed 
by trained analysts and routed to 
the appropriate local partners so 
they can assess the situation and 
respond,” said Safe2Tell Director 
Stacey Scardino. “This month’s re-
ports demonstrate the wide range of 
concerns people bring to Safe2Tell, 
from threats of violence to students 
struggling with their mental health. 

No matter the season, our focus is 
making sure every report gets to the 
people best positioned to help.”

A full breakdown of this month’s 
data is available in the Safe2Tell June 
2026 Monthly Report at https://coag.
gov/app/uploads/2026/07/S2T-June-
Report-2026.pdf. Definitions for each 
reporting category can be found in 
the Safe2Tell Report Categorization 
Guide.

How to submit a report
Reports can be submitted 24 hours 

a day, seven days a week by calling 
(877) 542-SAFE (7233), visiting Saf-
e2Tell.org, texting “S2TCO” to 738477 
or using the Safe2Tell mobile app 
available in the Apple App Store and 
Google Play.

About Safe2Tell
Safe2Tell is Colorado’s anony-

mous reporting system for concerns 
about the safety and well-being of 
students. 

Safe2Tell is not an emergency 
response unit or a mental health 
counseling provider. Instead, it serves 
as an information pathway for distrib-
uting anonymous reports to local law 
enforcement and school officials, as 
required by state law.

Photo courtesy Bruce Wilke
A truck rests after crashing into a house at about 8:45 p.m. on July 8. According to the Pagosa Springs Police 
Department, the truck was parked at the gas station pumps getting gas in downtown Pagosa Springs. After 
fueling, the driver of the truck reached in the open window and started the truck from outside the driver’s 
door. Once started, the truck moved forward on its own, across the parking lot and crashed into the house 
after the driver failed to set the parking brake. The driver was charged.
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Archuleta County FairArchuleta County Fair
July 30 to Aug. 2 • Archuleta County Fairgrounds • 344 U.S. 84



By Emily Martinez
Archuleta County Fair

As the Archuleta County Fair 
celebrates its 75th anniversary, the 
community is proud to recognize 
the young women serving as the 

2026 fair royalty, along with several 
exceptional super volunteers whose 
dedication has helped the fair and 
local 4-H program thrive.

Representing this year’s fair roy-
alty are Junior Princess Jonna Forrest, 
Princess Nicoletta Ibram and Queen 

Faith Lee. Each brings her own tal-
ents, enthusiasm and love for the 
community to this special role.

Forrest is a spirited 9-year-old 
who brings the perfect combination 
of focus and fun to everything she 
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Live 
Performers

• Local
• Nights and Weekends 
• Delivery Available!

RENT A CAR

(970) 585-9181(970) 585-9181

Pagosa Auto Rents
$70   per Day

Visit pagosaautorents.com

Thursday
Coyote Moon Lounge: Open mic with Eric Wade, 6:30 
p.m. 
The Pagosa Bar: Karaoke, 8 p.m.

Friday
Coyote Moon Lounge: Rock ‘n’ Rebels, 5 p.m. 
Neon Mallard: Karaoke, 8 p.m.

Saturday
Coyote Moon Lounge: Time Travelers, 7 p.m.
East Side Market: Michael Ippolito, 11 a.m.

Sunday
Coyote Moon Lounge: Ron and Susan, 5 p.m. 

Monday
Coyote Moon Lounge: Status Crowes, 5 p.m.

Wednesday
Cues and Brews: Karaoke, 8 p.m.

Archuleta County Fair celebrates 
2026 royalty, super volunteers

Photos courtesy Jeff Laydon
In recognition of its milestone 75th anniversary, the Archuleta County Fair is honoring Cherie Ford, Sandy 
Bramwell, and Kent and Sharon Jennings as its 2026 super volunteers.
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WEDNESDAYS
starting at 8 p.m. 

CUES & BREWS
68 Bastille Dr., Unit 6

THURSDAYS
8 p.m.- 12 a.m.

PAGOSA BAR
460 Pagosa Street

SUNDAYS
8-11 p.m. 

NEON MALLARD
157 Pagosa Street

      Pagosa Springs Karaoke

Come Join the Fun!

Grills, FuelGrills, Fuel
& Flavor @ Terry’s!& Flavor @ Terry’s!

*within 10 miles of store

Prices are as marked. All sales final on discounted items, cash and carry, no returns on sale items, discounts do not apply to sale items, sale prices may not be combined 
with other discounts. Delivery and set up or installation not included. Some other exclusions may apply. Limited to stock on hand.

525 Navajo Trail Drive • 731-4022 
Mon-Fri 7:30-6 • Sat 8-5 • Sun 9-4 

See our ads on TerrysACE.com
Shop www.acehardware.com for free in store pickup

does. Although she may be known 
for her signature “serious face,” those 
who know her best describe her as 
silly, funny and full of life. Forrest en-
joys basketball, singing, dancing and 
taking on new learning adventures. 
She is devoted to her family, has a 
strong heart for her faith, and loves 
serving others and caring for animals.

Ibram has been an active member 
of 4-H for the past six years. This year, 
she is raising chickens and goats to 
show at the county fair. Ibram also 
serves as a 1st lieutenant in the Civil 
Air Patrol, the official auxiliary of the 
U.S. Air Force. Through the program, 
she continues to develop her knowl-
edge of aerospace, leadership, and 
drill and ceremonies. Outside of 4-H 
and Civil Air Patrol, she enjoys play-
ing the piano, wakeboarding, skiing 
and caring for her goats.

Lee is a home-school student pre-
paring to enter her senior year of high 
school. Already involved with the fair 
through 4-H, Lee is excited to serve as 
queen and give back to an event that 
has played an important role in her 
life. She looks forward to promoting 
the fair throughout Archuleta County 
and encouraging others to become 
involved. In her free time, Lee enjoys 
dancing, reading, crafting and mak-
ing music.

In recognition of the fair’s mile-
stone anniversary, the Archuleta 
County Fair is also honoring Cherie 
Ford, Sandy Bramwell, and Kent and 
Sharon Jennings as its 2026 super 
volunteers.

Ford’s involvement with 4-H and 
the fair began after her son joined 
4-H Cloverbuds in 2015. She partici-
pated in numerous projects, includ-
ing livestock, archery and shooting 

sports, and later showed livestock 
at the fair. Watching the dedication 
and hard work of local young people 
inspired Ford to become more in-
volved.

Ford volunteered with the Live-
stock Committee and began serving 
as its president in 2020. Through 
her leadership, energy and commit-
ment, she has supported countless 
exhibitors and helped strengthen the 
livestock program.

After living in Pagosa Springs 
during her middle and high school 

years, Ford returned with her family 
in 2014 so her son could be raised in 
the community and close to family. 
She enjoys Pagosa’s small-town pace, 
spending weekends outdoors, work-
ing with her family’s animals and 
playing games together. One of her 
favorite parts of the fair is catching 
up with community members and 
watching the young exhibitors com-
pete in the livestock shows.

Bramwell was selected as a su-
per volunteer following 44 years of 
n See Fair on next page
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Prime Steaks
Seafood • Pastas • Subs

Wraps & Salads
Full Bar & Extensive Wine List

Homemade Key Lime Pie

Exciting new 
sandwiches and 
personal pizzas!

TRY SOME OF OUR DELICIOUS

2151 Eagle Drive  I  cityhallcafe.co  I  970.398.2409

Eat In  or  Take Out

Call Today to Reserve 
Our Private Gondola 

970.398.2409

Open Tue-Sat
11 am-9 pm 

New Lunch
— MENU —

75th Annual Archuleta County 
Junior Livestock Sale

Saturday, August 1st 
 Livestock Auction

Thank You
to all of last year’s Buyers and Add-on contributors  

for your support and participation. 

We hope to see you again this year!

Alley House Grille
Angelina Waterman

Archuleta County Ironworks
Back Country Outfitters

Bank of Colorado
Base Camp Pagosa

Basin Coop
Bear Foot Garage Doors

Bear Tooth Ranch
Bryan Looper, Steward Right 

Financial
City Market

Charlotte Williams
Claudia Rosenbaum
Cold Springs Ice CO

DEVO Capital
Drew Dushner

Echo IT Consulting
Flying B Ranch

Greg & Carla Elliott
Healing Waters Resort & Spa

Inter-Mountain Propane
Justin and Sandra Stone

Jann C Pitcher Real Estate
Jet Transport

Kelly Maestas — Edward Jones 
Financial Advisor

Kitzel and Derek Farrah
Les Schwab Tire Center

Lionheart Ranch
Lobo Outfitters

La Plata Electric Association
M&M Construction

Mike Bates
NSCO LLC

Nu Wave Lending
Ponderosa Springs Ranch
Porter Mountain Homes

Randy & Terry Guyll
Ravenwoods Garden
Riff Raff Brewing Co.

RMC Trucking
 Rodney Nelson

San Juan Veterinary Hospital
Scott Strategic Investments
Southwest Ag & 4 Corners 

Trailers
Strohecker Asphalt

Terry & Ronnie Urbanczyk
The Springs Resort and Spa

Tim & Linda Wightman
Tim Brown & Stephanie Hill

T.F.I.
Valassitie’s Accounting

Valley View Ranch
Vicki & Len Liszewski

2025 Livestock Buyers

2025 Add-On Contributors

Livestock Auction Information: We welcome old and new supporters 
of the Livestock Auction to support our 4-H kids and their hard work.

To learn more about bidding or being an add-on buyer, call Becky Jacobson or 
Terry Schaaf at (970) 264-5931 or visit www.archuletacountyfair.com

Ace Appraisal - Jess & Casey Ketchum
Afay Enterprises

Alpine Components
American AgCredit

Archuleta County Farm Bureau
Archuleta County Ironworks

Authentic Solutions Consulting
Bank of Colorado

Basin Coop
Bauer Electric

Bear Tooth Ranch
Bob & Livia Lynch
Boot’s Cabin, LLC

Brent Gottlieb
Bridges Drywall

Builders First Source
BWD Construction

Canoncito Ranch, LLC
Charlotte Williams

Chase Regester Memorial Fund
Clyde & Adelia Ketchum

Cold Springs Ice Co
Cole’s Meat Processing
Colorado Dream Homes

Crissy Lopez
Crossfire Aggregate Service

Custom Homes by Vernon Leslie
Darren and Carmen Lewis

David Faust
DEVO Capital
Diane Galaty

Dick and Toni Bergmark

Dig Co- Dirt Works
Doug and Barbara Smith

Dr. Greg Schick, DVM
Drew Dashner

Echo IT Consulting
Eddie’s Repair

Fitzgerald Ranch, LLC
Flying B Ranch
Frontier Rodeo

Gigi’s Grande Getaways
Hair by Kandi

Inter-Mountain Propane
Jim & Sandy Bramwell

JK Leasing
Katie Jo Lorenzen

Kirsten & Michael Derr
La Plata Electric Association

Lee Riley I Sell Pagosa
Les Schwab Tire Center

Linda Lattin
Lou Jean’s Salon

Lynn Watchmann
Lynne & Matt Bridges

M&M Construction
Mancuso Family Foundation

Marcie Lewis @ Galles Properties
Martha Plake

Mary Jo Coulehan
Mike & Pam Osborn

Mill Iron J Lazy H Ranch
Oxford CPA, LLC
Patsy Adkisson

Patty Brown
Porter Mountain Homes

QIS Supply
Quincy & Ashley Pickering

ReSport
Richard DeClark Construction

RMC Trucking, LLC
Rolling Rock Enterprises
Root Design & Root Works

Root House
Rosemary and Jack Barrett

Rosie’s Pizza
Ryan & Falisha Plake

Safari Club International- 4 Corners 
Chapter

San Juan Redimix, LLC
Scott Strategic Investments

Shannon Sawdey
Shellie Hogue with Mountain & 

Meadow Real Estate
Stagecoach Winery

Terry and Ronnie Urbanczyk
Terry’s Ace

Tim & Tracie McRee
Tim Brown and Stephanie Hill

Tin Cup Ranch
Tom & Jan Carnley

Traci & Glen Alan Phillips
UCAL, INC

V A Poma Memorial
Valissatie’s Accounting

Wilderjoy LLC

service to both the fair and the 4-H 
program. She first volunteered while 
her children participated in 4-H and 
continued helping when her grand-
children became involved.

As a project leader, Bramwell 
taught young people how to groom 
their market steers and prepare them 
for the show ring — an experience 
she remembers as one of the most 
rewarding parts of her involvement. 
She also taught dance lessons to 4-H 
members and served as the club 
leader for the original Shady Pine 
4-H Club.

Bramwell’s involvement with the 
fair board began in 1982, and she 
served for nine years. During a time 
when many residents were unaware 
that Archuleta County had a fair, she 
worked alongside others to build 
community support and find spon-
sors for its contests and activities.

Her many contributions include 
establishing the fair royalty program, 
fair lady recognition, the chili cook-
off and a car-driving contest that later 
became the tractor-driving contest. 
She also helped secure judges, sched-
ule events and prepare the annual 
fair book for printing.

Bramwell has lived in Colorado 
since marrying her husband, Jim, in 
1968. Together, they raised four chil-
dren and embraced the mountains 
and ranching lifestyle. The couple has 
also supported the fair’s ranch brand 
program for many years. Beyond 
the fair, Sandy Bramwell has served 
her church, the school accountabil-
ity committee, the county planning 
commission and the royalty of the 
Red Ryder Roundup.

Sandy Bramwell also partici-
pated as a fair exhibitor, entering 

cake decorating, flowers, crafts and 
oil paintings. She values the fair as 
a place where residents can share 
their talents, celebrate local tradi-
tions, and reconnect with friends and 
neighbors.

Kent and Sharon Jennings were 
also selected as 2026 super volun-
teers. Their service began in 2016, 
when Kent Jennings helped mark and 
set up the parking areas and moni-
tored parking during the fair. Sharon 
Jennings coordinated volunteers and 
assisted at the admissions gate.

Both later joined the Archuleta 
County Fair Board, with Kent Jen-
nings serving for seven years and 
Sharon Jennings serving for nine. 
Their years of dependable service 
and willingness to step into impor-
tant roles have contributed greatly 
to the fair’s success.

Kent and Sharon Jennings moved 
to Colorado to enjoy the cooler 
mountain weather and a more re-
laxed lifestyle. They enjoy hiking, 
observing local wildlife and visiting 
interesting destinations throughout 
the area.

The Archuleta County Fair has al-
ways been about more than exhibits, 
competitions and entertainment. It 
is a celebration of agriculture, youth, 
creativity, tradition and community. 
As the fair marks its 75th anniversary, 
the 2026 royalty and super volunteers 
represent both its promising future 
and the generations of service that 
have made it possible.

The Archuleta County Fair proud-
ly congratulates Forrest, Ibram, 
Lee, Ford, Bramwell, and Kent and 
Sharon Jennings. Their leadership, 
service, and community spirit are an 
important part of what makes the fair 

Fair
n continued from previous page

n See Fair on page 6



Early Fair Events — Open to the public
Saturday, July 25, 10  am Horse Show Rodeo Arena 
Saturday, July 25, 1  pm Quilt Judging Stith Room
Sunday, July 26, 10  am  Gymkhana Rodeo Arena

Fair Events — Thur., July 30-Sun., Aug. 2
Every Day of the Fair

9 am – 6 pm  Adventure Zone  Fairgrounds 
9 am – 6 pm  Loco Toro Mechanical Bull  Fairgrounds 
9 am – 8 pm  Education and Informational Displays  Fairgrounds 
9 am – 8 pm  Vendors/Food and Merchandise Booths  Vendor Row 
9 am – 8 pm  Open Class Entries and Displays  Exhibit Hall & Stith Room 
9 am – 9 pm  4-H Livestock Viewing  Hughes Pavilion 
10 am – 6 pm  Kids Game Open Play  Kids Game Tent 
10 am – 8 pm  Various Entertainment and Shows  Activity Tent 
11 am – Midnight  Beer Garden  Activity Tent 
Evenings  Live Music  Activity Tent

Thursday, July 31st - Fair Officially Opens
9:00 am  Exhibit Hall & Stith Room Opens  Extension Building 
9:00 am  Livestock Viewing  Hughes Pavilion 
9:00 am  Goat Show  Hughes Pavilion 
9:00 am – 5:00 pm  Fire Department Trailer Open Fairgrounds 
10:00 am – 4:00 pm  LPEA STEM Program 4-H Hall
1:00 pm  Chicken Show  Hughes Pavilion 
1:30 pm  Kids Blow-Up Costume Race  Activity Tent  
2:30 pm  Three-Legged Race  Activity Tent 
3:00 pm Public Health Presentation on Stage Activity Tent 
3:30 pm  Trivia Nail Driving Competition  Activity Tent  
4:00 pm  OWLS Skills Presentation  Activity Tent  
5:00 pm  75 Challenge  Activity Tent  
6:00 pm  Swine Show  Hughes Pavilion
5:15 pm – 6:15 pm  Line Dance Lessons with Benellen  Activity Tent 
6:00 pm  Cornhole Tournament  Activity Tent 
8:00 pm  Exhibit Hall & Stith Room Closes  Extension Building 
11:00 pm  Fair Closes  Fairgrounds

Friday, July 31st
9:00 am  Exhibit Hall & Stith Room Opens  Extension Building 
9:00 am  Livestock Viewing  Hughes Pavilion 
9:00 am  Lamb Show  Hughes Pavilion 
1:00 pm  Pie Eating Contest  Activity Tent 
1:30 pm  Wild West Shoot Out  Old West Town 
1:45 pm  Kids Blow-Up Costume Race Activity Tent 
2:00 pm  Wildman Phil & his Exotic Animals  Activity Tent 
2:00  – 4:00 pm Smokey the Bear Education Tent
3:00 pm  75 Challenge Activity Tent 
3:00 pm  Fire Department Extinguisher Demos  Fairgrounds
3:15 pm Trivia Nail Driving Competition Activity Tent 
3:30 pm  Wild West Shoot Out  Old West Town
4:00 pm Wildman Phil & his Exotic Animals Activity Tent 
5:00 pm – 7:00 pm  Horseshoe Pitch Practice  Horseshoe Pits
5:15 pm Spanish Fiesta Dance Demonstration Activity Tent
5:30 pm BMX Show Fairgrounds
5:45 pm – 6:45 pm  Line Dance Lessons with Beverly Activity Tent
6:00 pm  Beef Show  Hughes Pavilion 
7:00 pm  Open Rodeo  Rodeo Arena 
 Tough Enough to Wear Pink Event Subject to change.

2026 Archuleta County 
Fair Schedule

Fairgrounds on Highway 84 & 160
 Pink Pony Race
8:00 pm  Exhibit Hall and Stith Room Close  Extension Hall 
8:30 pm – 11:30 pm  Live Music/Dance – Tylor Brandon  Activity Tent

Saturday, August 1st
8:30 am  Showmanship Clinic  Hughes Pavilion 
9:00 am  Exhibit Hall & Stith Room Open  Extension Building 
9:00 am  Livestock Viewing  Hughes Pavilion 
9:00 am  Horseshoe Pitching  Horseshoe Pitch 
9:30 am  BMX Show  Fairgrounds 
9:00 am – 5:00 pm  Fire Department Trailer Open Fairgrounds 
9:00 am – 5:00 pm  Step Back In Time Old West Town
 Durango Wild West Entertainment 
10:00 am – 5:00 pm  Gomez Store — Historical Building Open Old West Town
10:00 am  Fire Department Extinguisher Demo  Fairgrounds 
10:00 am Master Showmanship Hughes Pavilion
10:15 am Kids Blow-Up Costume Race Activity Tent
10:30 am  Wildman Phil & his Exotic Animals  Activity Tent 
11:00 am  Ranch Rodeo  Red Ryder Arena 
11:30 am  BMX Show  Fairgrounds 
11:45 am Wild West Shoot Out Old West Town
12 noon  Wildman Phil & his Exotic Animals  Activity Tent 
12:00  – 2:00 pm Smokey the Bear Education Tent
1:00 pm  Pie Eating Contest  Activity Tent 
1:15 pm 75 Challenge Activity Tent
1:30 pm Trivia Nail Driving Contest Activity Tent
1:45 pm Wild West Shoot Out Old West Town
2:00 pm  Battle of the Badges Activity Tent
2:30 pm  Wildman Phil & his Exotic Animals  Activity Tent 
3:00 pm  Fire Department Extinguisher Demo  Fairgrounds 
3:00 pm  Homemaker of the Year Award  Extension Building 
3:30 pm  Wild West Shoot Out  Old West Town 
3:30 pm  BMX Show  Fairgrounds 
4:00 pm-6:30 pm  Live Music – San Juan Mountain Boys  Activity Tent
4:30 pm-6:30 pm  Chuckwagon Dinner  Activity Tent
5:00 pm  Royalty Introductions and Crowning
 Home Maker of the Year
 Honorees
 Conservationist of the Year
5:30 pm  JR Livestock Auction/ Registration  Hughes Pavilion
6:30 pm  JR Livestock Auction  Hughes Pavilion
8:00 pm  Exhibit Hall & Stith Room Close  Extension Building
8:30 pm – 11:30 pm  Live Music/Fair Dance – Bo DePena  Activity Tent

Sunday, August 2nd
8:00 am- 9:00 am  Kids’ Rodeo Check-In  Red Ryder Rodeo Arena 
9:00 am  Parent Master Showmanship  Hughes Pavilion 
9:00 am  Exhibit Hall & Stith Room Open  Extension Building 
9:00 am-2:00 pm  Livestock Viewing  Hughes Pavilion 
9:00 am-11:00 am  Pancake Breakfast  Activity Tent 
9:00 am-12:00 pm  Live Music — Tim Sullivan  Activity Tent 
10:00 am  Kids’ Rodeo  Rodeo Arena 
12:30 pm  Medieval Armored Combat  Fairgrounds 
2:00 pm  Livestock Animals Released  Hughes Pavilion 
 See 4-H Office for Schedule 
2:00 pm  Fair Closes until next year  Fairgrounds 
2:00 pm-4:00 pm  Release of Open Class Projects/Premiums Paid  Exhibit Building 
2:00 pm-4:00 pm  Release of 4-H Projects  Stith Room
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WE’RE OPEN!
This mercantile 
store was 
originally opened 
in 1912 in the 
railroad town of 
Pagosa Junction.

It was relocated 
to the fairgrounds 
to preserve this 
unique piece of 
Archuleta County 
history.

Our family is 
opening the doors. 
We hope you’ll 
stop by.

July 31, 1-5 p.m. • August 1st, 10 a.m.-5 p.m.
at the Archuleta County Fairgrounds, south of Pagosa Springs on U.S. 84

such a treasured Archuleta County 
tradition.

This year’s Archuleta County Fair 
will kick off Thursday, July 30 and 
continue through Sunday, Aug. 2, at 
the Archuleta County Fairgrounds. 

Celebrate 75 years of the 
Archuleta County Fair

Get ready for four unforgettable 
days of family fun as the Archuleta 
County Fair celebrates its 75th an-
niversary. 

This year’s fair will be packed 
with livestock shows, rodeo action, 
live entertainment, delicious food, 
contests, vendors, exhibits, children’s 

Fair
n continued from page 4 activities and plenty of opportunities 

to celebrate our community’s agri-
cultural heritage.

With so much happening through-
out the fair, you won’t want to miss a 
moment. Be sure to check the official 
schedule ahead of time and plan your 
visit around the events your family is 
most excited to see.

Whether you come for the ani-
mals, entertainment, food, com-
petition or simply to spend time 
with friends and neighbors, there is 
something for everyone at the 75th 
Archuleta County Fair. 

Mark your calendar, check the 
schedule and join us for this exciting 
community celebration.

Rotarians seeking 
Friends of Rotary
By Frank Wiley
Pagosa Springs Rotary Club

We Rotarians are looking for new 
friends. Before you decide to be a new 
friend, you probably want to know 
who we are and who we aren’t. 

Let’s start with who we aren’t: We 
aren’t political or religious, although 
we honor all religions. 

We are committed to community 
service, especially K-12 education 
and working toward making the 
world a better place.

My inspiration for writing this 
article is Vicki Johnston. She and 
her husband were going to join 
Rotary, but decided that attending 
meetings at noon on Thursdays 
would be too much of a burden 
because they are heavily involved 
in helping get a family member’s 
new business up and running. She 
informed me of their decision, but 
said if Rotary needed help and they 

were not busy, they would volunteer 
to work with us. 

Rotary has many community en-
hancement activities that we perform 
outside of normal business hours. 
So, here’s how you can help. Text me 
at (602) 540-5400 and we will put 
you on a “Friends of Rotary” call list 
to find out if you are available. You 
will always have the option of which 
projects you can volunteer for to help 
your community.

Obviously, we also invite you to 
become full-time members of our 
club. 

Many people move here to Pagosa 
Springs after they retire and, because 
they have been too busy prior to mov-
ing here, have never been involved in 
a service organization. Now is your 
chance to serve, meet new success-
ful people who will probably become 
friends and be part of an organization 
that greatly contributes to your new 
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Barbara Swindlehurst
CIPS CRS GRI SFR CNE

REALTOR®, BROKER/ OWNER
C: 303.618.7423 • O: 970.264.6673

Barbara@MountainMeadowRealEstate.com

409 Lewis Street • MountainMeadowRealEstate.info

OPEN HOUSE

$1,450,000

797954

Saturday, July 25, Noon-3 pm 
Imagine your days spent on the lake or 
relaxing on your back patio, surround-
ed by breathtaking mountain scenery. 
Welcome to this charming home nes-
tled directly on Hatcher Lake in the 
Pagosa Lakes community. This beau-
tifully maintained 2,792-square-foot 
residence features 4 bedrooms and 3 
full bathrooms, including two primary 
suites—one conveniently located on 
the main level and the other on the upper level. Ideal for multi-generational living 
or simply enjoying extra space, the home offers room for everyone to spread out and 
relax. The main level boasts a bright sunroom for year-round enjoyment.

To tour this home go to: https://pspixeltree.com/31-Laguna-Pl-1

31 Laguna Place
$895,000 • MLS# 833147

community. 
Please contact me and we will 

host you at one of our meetings and 
buy you lunch. We also have numer-
ous members who attend our meet-
ings on a seasonal basis if that is your 
situation.

A couple sources you can inves-
tigate are www.rotaryinternational.
org and pagosaspringsrotary.org, or 
feel free to call me with questions. I 
have been a Rotarian since 1991 and 
it has been a completely wonderful 
experience.

Thank you for your consideration.

Rotary
n continued from previous page

Share your passion through local youth programs
By Carrie Blue-White
Pagosa Community Initiative

Pagosa Springs and Archuleta 
County are full of people with talents 
and hobbies worth sharing. 

The Pagosa Community Initiative 
(PCI) is now seeking local commu-
nity members to help inspire and 
support youth during the upcoming 
school year.

PCI believes children learn best 
when they can explore new interests, 
try new things and build connections 
with caring adults right in their own 
community. That’s why the organiza-
tion is inviting residents to step into 
roles such as club leaders, activity 
instructors and positive mentors, 
helping students turn their curiosity 
into real experiences.

Turn a hobby into an  
after-school opportunity

Whether your passion is outdoor 
adventure or creative art, PCI is look-
ing for people who can share what 
they love with local youth. 

Potential programs may include 
activities such as hiking, photogra-

phy, dance, woodworking, coding, 
gardening, sports, crafts, music and 
countless other options — including 
ideas that are completely original.

“We want to help kids discover 
new interests,” PCI staff states, “and 
we know community members can 
make that happen.”

Flexible scheduling to fit 
your life

One of the best benefits of joining 
the PCI team is schedule flexibility. 

Programs typically run Monday 
through Thursday from 3:30 to 5:30 
p.m., with Fridays between 1:30 and 
4:30 p.m. 

Whether you’re able to offer just 
one hour per week or you’re look-
ing for a consistent part-time role 
on multiple afternoons, PCI will 
work to match opportunities to your 
availability.

Make a difference, one 
activity at a time

For those looking for meaningful 
work where no two days are exactly 
the same — and where every inter-

action matters — PCI hopes you’ll 
consider helping local youth this 
school year. 

By offering clubs and mentorship, 
community members can create un-
forgettable experiences for children 
across Archuleta County.

How to get involved
If you have an idea, a hobby you’d 

like to teach, or a program you’d 
love to lead, reach out to PCI’s youth 
programming director, Courtney 
Wieters, at Youth@PagosaCommu-
nityInitiative.org.



participate in Faces in Pagosa, a free 
community art project celebrating 
the people of Pagosa, while enjoying 
complimentary wine and snacks.

On the west end, artists will be 

hosted inside participating busi-
nesses, offering more opportunities 
to explore local artwork and discover 
downtown retailers.
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Debbie Loewen
Employing Broker

debbie@ownpagosa.com 
(970) 946-3480

Seller’s Representative Specialist
Accredited Buyer’s Representative 

2016 & 2018 Spirit Award
 2019 Realtor of the Year

448 Pagosa Street  • Smack dab in the middle of 
Historic Downtown Pagosa Springs, at the crosswalk!

Serving Pagosans for over 30 years. 
2026 office hours may vary due to road construction, please call with questions.

CelebratingCelebrating
American American 

Independence!Independence!
Celebrate our 250th Anniversary and 

honor those who fought for 
our Independence.

Enjoy an Authentic 
Western Rodeo Thursdays 

at the Western Heritage 
Event Center Rodeo 

Grounds
June 4, 11, 18, 25, and July 9, 16, 23
Barbecue: 6pm, Pre-Show: 6:30pm, 

Performance: 7pm
for more information

burrisandsonsbuckingbulls.com

For all your real estate needs, contact

BJ Jones and Lars Schneider, owners, have spent a 
combined total of over 45 years in Pagosa Springs. 
As long-time locals, we operate with small-town 
hospitality without the “Pagosa-time mentality.” Your 
time is as valuable as ours, so we operate with 
punctuality. 
Mountain Men Disaster Mitigation is here to service 
you and your family through providing quality in our 
work, and being timely and efficient. 
Don’t forget to check your crawl spaces for standing 
water. Water mixed with the normal environments 
produced in a crawlspace is the perfect breeding 
ground for microbial growth. We also offer sump pump 
system installations and repairs as well as moisture 
barriers. Call today for a free evaluation!

NATIONALLY LICENSED             INSURED             LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED

Please check out our most recent blog on 
‘When Mold is a Health Concern 

vs. a Maintenance Issue.’
www.mountainmendm.com/when-mold-is-a-health-concern-vs-a-maintenance-issue/

Lars Schneider
970-946-0238

BJ Jones
970-749-9028

DISASTER 
RESTORATION  

FLOOD MITIGATION
CRAWLSPACE 
INSPECTIONS/

WORK
Fire Restoration
Water Extraction

Mold Remediation
Structural Drying

Smoke and Odor 
Removal

MountainMenDM.com • mail@mountainmendm.com 

Creation Care Pagosa to discuss water crisis, 
opportunities for Colorado River Basin
Creation Care Pagosa

On July 23 at 6 p.m., Creation Care 
Pagosa will present a program about 
the current condition of the Colorado 
River Basin and the nine-month El 
Nino precipitation outlook. 

The meeting will be held in the 
Community United Methodist 
Church Fellowship Hall, 434 Lewis St. 

A potluck dinner will begin at 6 
p.m. with the program starting at 
6:30 p.m. 

Featured speakers will be Chuck 
Riehm, vice president of the San 
Juan Water Conservancy District, 
and Arleen Prochazka of the Pagosa 
Weather Team. 

Please enter through the side door 
by the parking lot.

Come learn the current status of 
the Colorado River and our precipi-
tation outlook for Pagosa area. Then 
participate with your neighbors on a 
discussion of our 25-year drought in 
the Southwest, including the Colo-
rado River Compact negotiations and 
the nine-month outlook for El Nino. 
What’s needed is not more precipita-
tion, since we can’t control that. The 

focus should be on planning for a 
solid, common ground on which to 
build solutions, together.

A recent publication (Keep the 
River Running, https://keeptheriv-
errunning.com/state-of-the-basin-
report/) states the Colorado River 
Basin’s path forward from 2026 will 
be a challenging one. A quarter-
century drought is deepening, an 
old governance system (Compact 
of 1922) is expiring, and the world 
outside the basin is also struggling 
with hotter temperatures and lack 
of coordination on climate threats.

A stark hydrological reality leaves 
little time to debate the best course. 
The river is carrying drastically less 
water. Its two massive reservoirs 
(Mead and Powell) are severely de-
pleted. The snowpack that feeds them 
is at historic lows. Even the region’s 
reserve — groundwater — is quickly 
disappearing.

Reality is that strategies for an 
adaptive, resilient West exist — and 
many are already out there in action, 
just waiting to be harnessed. 

Cities have shown that with the 
right efficiency measures and in-

centives, they can drive down water 
consumption even as their popula-
tions grow. Farmers are upgrading 
to new equipment and researching 
new crops. Water recycling is moving 
from stigma to standard practice, and 
there’s potential to adopt it in other 
locations. Nature-based solutions 
like beaver dam analogs are recharg-
ing aquifers for a fraction of the cost 
of a hard infrastructure, and creating 
ecosystems that can yield dividends 
for years. 

The problem is not that the tools 
do not exist; it is that they need to be 
scaled and more widely adopted by 
communities across the Southwest. 
As a century of misguided expecta-
tions over the river’s flow evaporate 
in the summer of 2026, now is the 
time to act.

Every stakeholder in the Colorado 
River Basin faces the same shrinking 
river, the same expiring framework 
and the same uncertainties around 
an unstable climate. As the river 
continues to dwindle, what’s needed 
is not more water — it is the solid, 
common ground on which to build 
a path forward.

Rediscover downtown during the 
Main Street Art Walk on July 24
By Kathleen McFadden
Pagosa Springs Main Street

Downtown Pagosa Springs is 
changing, sidewalks are reopening 
and the progress is becoming easier 
to see. On Friday, July 24, residents 
and visitors are invited to rediscover 
what makes downtown special dur-
ing the second Pagosa Springs Main 
Street Art Walk.

The free, self-guided event will take 
place from 4 to 7 p.m., pairing local 
artists with businesses throughout the 
downtown district. Locals and visi-
tors can stroll at their own pace, meet 
artists, browse and purchase original 
artwork, explore local shops and res-
taurants, and enjoy a summer evening 
centered on creativity and community.

The inaugural art walk in June was 
interrupted by a major thunderstorm, 
but participating artists and busi-
nesses embraced the evening with 
flexibility and enthusiasm. The July 
event offers another opportunity to 
experience the art walk as intended: 
a relaxed downtown gathering that 
encourages people to linger, explore 
and discover something new.

Three featured gathering spaces 
will encourage visitors to explore the 
district from end to end. 

The East End Lounge at RiverWalk 
Inn will feature local artists, an arti-
san chocolate tasting, complimentary 
beverages and a comfortable place 
to gather.

At Picasso and Vino, visitors can 
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Helping Pagosans and beyond to make 
their house a home since 1986. 264-4462

WINDOW COVERINGS
Cathy Justus W.F.C.P.
Window Fashions Certified Professional

blinds • shades • verticals • draperies • valances
bedspreads • bed skirts • pillows • cushions • & more

Always deep 
discounts

FREE CORDLESS OPTION on select Graber products
 FREE installation with purchase

970-582-3225

Arrowhead Propane, Inc.
970-582-3225
arrowheadpropaneco.com

Local. Knowledgeable.
Dependable & Reliable

Independently Owned and Operated
Best in Customer Service

Proven Safety Record
Over 150 Years Combined Experience

We’d love to be your propane supplier!
Come, see us today.

We are off Piedra & Hwy. 160 next to the bank
9 Solomon Dr, Unit 1

Open Mon-Fri • 8 a.m.-noon and 1-5 p.m.

We built our business 
on Excellence & 

Customer Service
Give us a call and experience the difference!

Water Heater Solutions, LLC
Floyd Vail, owner
Licensed and Insured

The only Company with 
all the Navien Certifications 

and full inventory of repair parts for 
water heaters, boilers 
and water treatment

Installation & Service
SERVING PAGOSA SPRINGS

and surrounding area

Certified
Warranty 

Repair

970-585-6513Call today to learn more

24/7 SAME DAY SERVICE

Complimentary pedicab rides 
will also be available throughout the 
evening, making it easier to explore 
the district without moving your car.

The event comes as downtown 
businesses continue showing re-
markable resilience during the main 
street reconstruction project. With 
visible improvements taking shape, 
the art walk offers the perfect op-
portunity to return downtown, ex-
perience the progress firsthand, and 
support the businesses that have 
remained open and welcoming 
throughout construction.

The art walk is organized by the 
Pagosa Springs Main Street Program 
and its all-volunteer advisory board, 
whose members donate their time to 

strengthen downtown through com-
munity partnerships, economic vital-
ity, events and historic preservation.

Whether you are looking for a date 
night, a family outing, an opportu-
nity to meet local artists or simply 
a reason to wander downtown on a 
summer evening, the Main Street Art 
Walk offers a chance to reconnect 
with the people, places and busi-
nesses that make downtown Pagosa 
Springs unique.

Admission is free, rain or shine, 
and visitors may begin at any partici-
pating location.

For the interactive map, partici-
pating locations and event updates, 
visit pagosamainstreet.org or follow 
the Pagosa Springs Main Street Pro-
gram on Facebook.

Art
n continued from previous page

San Juan Stargazers to meet Aug. 6
By Joan Mieritz
San Juan Stargazers

The next regular educational 
meeting of the San Juan Stargazers 
will be on Thursday, Aug. 6, starting at 
6 p.m. with our social hour (meaning 
there is no exact starting time from 6 
to 7 p.m.)

Everyone is invited to this learn-
ing gathering because the beauty of 
astronomy is that everyone has more 
to learn than we currently know. 

That is also what is so important 
about the James Webb Space Tele-
scope. It is at the cutting edge of as-
tronomy, but you don’t need to know 
everything to start learning about the 
latest discovery. Everyone was once 
a beginner at astronomy. Remember 
also that everyone is intimidated to 
attend a new group and start learning 
a new subject, but we try to make it 
easy and worth the effort. 

We encourage you to try it and 
see if you leave our session with a 
greater wonder and appreciation of 
your life and the amazing universe 

we are part of.
We meet at the Community Unit-

ed Methodist Church at 434 Lewis St. 
Due to downtown road construction, 
take Hot Springs Boulevard to Lewis 
Street and then a half block to the 
left to the parking lot. Everything is 
so convenient in that you use the 
side door off the parking lot into the 
kitchen and then into the fellowship 
hall. You can just sneak right in and 
take a seat. The main doors to the 
church remain locked.

The educational part of our meet-
ing begins at 7 p.m. and lasts about 
1.5 hours. One of the suggestions 
made at our last meeting is to have 
shorter learning segments. Each 
month we will have a member pres-
ent to share a lesson on a cellphone 
app that they use to study the night 
sky. We will get everyone on an app 
before they leave, so bring your 
phone and leave with a treasure. 

We have had two study books 
using our wonderful calendars that 
we sell every year. We call it our 
Astronomy 101. We will have a short 

lesson using the calendar photos, 
then we will have our James Webb 
lesson. This month we will study the 
Pillars of Creation which started with 
the Hubble Telescope. 

It is amazing to compare the differ-
ences between the photos taken by the 
two telescopes. The Pillars is probably 
n See Stargazers on next page
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n See Musicals on next page

OUR SAVIOR 
LUTHERAN SCHOOL
is now enrolling for the 2026/2027 

school year for Preschool and 
Elementary school classes

For more information about Classical Education 
and our school’s curriculum, please call 970-731-4668 

or e-mail oslcpagosa@gmail.com

PSMC Sports Physicals
Free Cardiac Screenings by Who We Play For

at Pagosa Springs Medical Center
Saturday, July 25th • 9am-12pm

$26 Cash only, bring with required completed forms.
Go to https://www.mypagosaschools.com 

for forms and more information.

School physicals are good for 1 year.

First-Class Care Close To Home
970.731.3700 | 95 S. Pagosa Blvd | pagosaspringsmedicalcenter.org

the most famous photo, considered by 
Time Magazine to be among the 100 
most famous photos of all time. You 
will enjoy learning interesting details 
about this fascinating site.

We end our meeting with time for 
discussion. It is said that when alien 
life is found it will change the world. 
These discussions help prepare us 
for such an experience, and it is such 
an exciting way to end our program.

We also will be starting a record-
ing method for everyone to keep 
track of the lessons they have expe-
rienced.

 If you want to join the San Juan 
Stargazers, you can do it at this 
meeting or you can check out our 
website, sanjuanstargazers.org, 

where we have much information 
about astronomy, our local club and 
the Astronomical League, which 
is a large group of people from all 
over the U.S. that you automatically 
belong to. There also are beautiful, 
amazing photos. 

We look forward to the gathering 
of our members, but, as said, every-
one is invited to come because the 
James Webb Space Telescope was 
made for all people on Earth so we 
know what an exciting time we live 
in. You can come as a family and 
increase your discussion time. 

We will also have a star party on 
Aug. 12 near Hatcher Lake. Look for 
the article in The SUN for details. It 
is free and we will have lots of tele-
scopes.

Stargazers
n continued from previous page

Photo courtesy 
Justin Treptow
Trevor Brown 
as Robert, 
joined by 
members of 
the cast, in 
Thingama-
jig Theatre 
Company’s 
production of 
“Company.”

Three Broadway musicals, 
all-new gala take the stage at 
Thingamajig Theatre Company
By Laura Moore
Pagosa Springs Center for the Arts

Thingamajig Theatre Compa-
ny’s summer repertory season is 
in full swing at the Pagosa Springs 
Center for the Arts, with three ac-
claimed Broadway musicals playing 
in rotation and the company’s annual 
Broadway Gala arriving Tuesday, 
July 28.

This summer’s lineup includes 
the uplifting international hit “Come 
From Away,” Stephen Sondheim’s 

sophisticated and sharply funny 
“Company” and the beloved musical 
theater classic “Fiddler on the Roof.” 

In “Come From Away,” audiences 
are transported to the small town 
of Gander, Newfoundland, where 
thousands of airline passengers were 
unexpectedly stranded following the 
events of Sept. 11, 2001. Based on true 
stories, the musical celebrates the 
compassion, humor and generosity 
that emerged during an extraordi-
nary moment in history.
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•Off of 750 ml and 175 ml bottles•

WINES & LIQUORS
Non-Sale Items Only • Coupon not valid for beer purchases

264-2749
Next to River Center - Hwy. 160
East Pagosa Springs
Open 9 a.m. - Midnight
Plan ahead - Closed Sundays Colo. State Law

264-2749
Next to River Center - Hwy. 160
East Pagosa Springs
Mon.-Sat. Open 9 a.m. - Midnight
Sun. Open 10 a.m. - 10 p.m.n See Rotary on next page

2363 Eagle Dr Unit A, Pagosa Springs, CO 81147

970-398-2398
www.blackdiamonddds.com

All new patients who 
come into the office 
have the choice of  

free whitening trays 
or a donation to one of 

the following:
Aspen House 

Habitat for Humanity 

Pagosa Valor Academy

Our Savior Lutheran 
School

Wolf Creek Ski Team

Humane Society 

Pagosa Veterans

Cleaning exam, x rays, & whitening 
*Excludes scaling and root planning periodontal disease, 

Boost whitening trays. Expires July 31, 2026

The team of Black Diamond Dental 
is excited to serve our Community.

Dr. Justin Nylund and staff

NEW 
PATIENT 
SPECIAL

$199
Quick, affordable, not trying to upsell you on unnecessary procedures. Very clean, 
modern, and professional.

- Morganne

I was referred to Black Diamond Dental by a retired dentist. This clinic has 
the best doctor and kindest assistants you’d ever hope to meet. I had an 

emergency toothache and Dr.Nylund was able to fit me in and get right to my 
issue. Do not hesitate to use this wonderful clinic!!!!

- Christy

Dr. Nylund’s group that helped me through a tough time with an infected tooth 
comes highly recommended. The staff was stellar in accommodating me in a 
difficult time. I would be pleased to allow the doctor to work his expertise in my 
mouth. A great addition to help us here in Pagosa

- Lauren

“Company” follows perennial 
bachelor Robert as he navigates 
friendship, marriage and the com-
plicated question of what it means to 
share a life with someone. Featuring 
one of Sondheim’s most celebrated 
scores, the musical combines biting 
comedy, emotional honesty and 
unforgettable songs.

“Fiddler on the Roof” brings the 
village of Anatevka to the Pagosa 
Springs stage through the story of 
Tevye, a devoted father attempting 
to preserve his family’s traditions in 
a rapidly changing world. Filled with 
humor, heart and classic songs in-
cluding “Tradition,” “If I Were a Rich 
Man,” “Matchmaker, Matchmaker” 
and “Sunrise, Sunset,” the musical 
remains one of Broadway’s most 
enduring works.

The summer celebration contin-
ues Tuesday, July 28, with Thing-
amajig Theatre Company’s annual 
Broadway Gala. 

This year’s event features an 
entirely new format, offering audi-
ences a one-night-only theatrical 
experience created by the artists of 
the summer repertory company. 

Often described as the season’s 
“secret fourth show,” the gala brings 
the company together for an evening 
of music, entertainment and celebra-
tion while supporting professional 
theater in Pagosa Springs.

With three major musicals pre-
sented in rotating repertory, audi-
ences can experience a wide range of 
theatrical styles — from the warmth 
and humanity of “Come From Away” 
to the sophistication of “Company” 
and the sweeping emotion of “Fid-
dler on the Roof.”

Performances and the Broadway 
Gala take place at the Pagosa Springs 
Center for the Arts, 2313 Eagle Drive.

A self-guided scenic 
driving tour along the 
Silver Thread Byway: 
South Fork, Creede &

 the Upper Rio Grande

Studio & Gallery Tours
Demonstrations • Q&A 

Art for Purchase

Saturday
August 15

9am - 5pm

Get a Map: 
creedeartscouncil. com

South Fork or Creede 
Visitor Center

Musicals
n continued from previous page For performance dates, show-

times and tickets, visit http://pago-
sacenter.org or call (970) 731.SHOW 
(7469).

Eleven years of Jewels and Jeans: Dancing, 
dreaming and doing good with Rotary
By Terri House
Rotary Club of Pagosa Springs

For more than a decade, boots 
have been scooting, neighbors have 
been laughing and the community 
has been coming together for a cause 
at the Rotary Club of Pagosa Springs’ 
Jewels and Jeans Barn Dance.

Now in its 11th year, this beloved 
Pagosa Springs tradition is return-
ing Oct. 24 from 7 to 10 p.m. at the 
Archuleta County Fairgrounds Exten-
sion Building. The doors will open at 
6:30 p.m.

Year after year, Jewels and Jeans 
has offered the perfect blend of 
country music, dancing, food and 
friendship. But behind all the fun is 
a purpose that has remained at the 
heart of the event since the very first 
dance: strengthening the Pagosa 
Springs community and creating 
opportunities for local young people.

Proceeds support Rotary pro-

grams that provide college and 
trade-school scholarships, weekend 
meals through the Feed Our Children 
Backpack Program, dictionaries for 
every local third-grader, teacher 
mini-grants, youth leadership op-
portunities, community grants and 
other projects that make a lasting 
difference.

“This dance began with a dream 
of bringing people together for a 
wonderful night while also doing 
something meaningful for our com-
munity,” said event co-chair Kirsten 
Bennett. “Eleven years later, it has 
become a tradition that people look 
forward to, and its impact continues 
long after the music ends.”

The evening will feature live music 
by Vanishing Breed, with Odis Sikes, 
who was inducted into the Colorado 
Country Music Hall of Fame in 2024. 
Known for delivering “the best Texas-
style honky-tonk music this side of 
… well … Texas,” the band will keep 

the dance floor moving with classic 
country favorites and plenty of toe-
tapping energy.

Guests can also bid on memorable 
experiences and special items dur-
ing the silent auction. Past favorites 
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Meet & Greet 
Wednesday, August 5th | 1:00-2:00pm

PSMC Board Room • 95 S. Pagosa Boulevard

PSMC General Surgery 
Community Presentation

Please join our PSMC Director of Surgical Services, Ashley Bridges, 
and new General Surgeon, Dr. Kate Gazenko, 

for a community meet and greet.

Kate Gazenko, MD

First-Class Care Close To Home
970.731.3700 | 95 S. Pagosa Blvd | pagosaspringsmedicalcenter.org

C: (512) 214-7923
Anita@sherparealestate.com

Anita Bowles

182 Pineview Dr
$1,125,000

4br, 3ba, 8.79 acres

2044 Antelope Ave 
$755,900 

3br, 2ba, office

21681B Highway 160 
$785,000 

16 acres, Backs to Nat. Forest.

READY TO MAKE A MOVE?
Call today, I can help you find just the right space!

1135 Park Ave #203
$583,000 

Turnkey Townhome

21 Jan’s Ct 
$385,000  
New Home

Metal roof/siding

have included a Ouray getaway with 
fine dining, a horse-drawn wagon 
ride and a stay at a local bed and 
breakfast.

A barbecue dinner will be avail-
able for purchase for an additional 
$25. Guests may choose sliced brisket 
or pulled pork with assorted barbe-
cue sauces, served with coleslaw, 
white cheddar macaroni and cheese, 
rolls, sliced onions, pickles and as-
sorted cheesecake bites.

A cash bar, contests for best 
dressed and best dancer, and plenty 
of opportunities to visit with friends 
will round out the evening. Guests are 
encouraged to pull out their denim, 
add a little sparkle and come ready 
to dance.

Jewels and Jeans is more than 
another night on the community 
calendar. It is a homegrown Pagosa 
Springs tradition built by local volun-
teers, supported by local businesses 
and embraced by generations of 
neighbors who believe that having 
a good time and doing good can go 
hand in hand.

“When you buy a ticket, you are 
not just getting a great night out,” 
said Rotary Club president-elect 
Kim Moore. “You may be helping 
send a student to college or trade 
school, putting food in a child’s 
backpack or giving a teacher the 

resources to bring an idea to life. It 
is an investment in the future of our 
community.”

Tickets are $35 in advance or $40 
at the door and may be purchased at 
Tangled, Wednesday Bouquet or on-
line at https://tinyurl.com/3rd6tsp8.

After 11 years, the music is still 
playing, the community is still danc-
ing, and Rotary is still turning one 
unforgettable evening into opportu-
nities that last throughout the year.

Those who cannot attend but 
would still like to support the Rotary 
Club of Pagosa Springs and its com-
munity programs may make a dona-
tion at PagosaSpringsRotary.org.

Photo courtesy Joanne Irons
Kick up your heels for a Pagosa 
Springs tradition. For 11 years, 
the Rotary Club of Pagosa 
Springs’ Jewels and Jeans Barn 
Dance has brought the commu-
nity together for live music, danc-
ing and hometown fun, all while 
raising money to feed, educate 
and empower local youth. This 
year’s celebration will take place 
on Oct. 24, with live music by 
Vanishing Breed.

Rotary
n continued from previous page

Local reporting that matters.
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Hearing & Tinnitus ��	uti�ns

970.444.2314

Robert Melton, AuD
Doctor of Audiology

Hearing & Tinnitus Care Specialist 

Experiencing Hearing Loss or Aggravating Noise 
in Your Ears?

Hearing aids can improve
communication, reduce listening effort,
and support cognitive health by keeping
the brain engaged. 

Evidence-based treatment approaches can
help reduce the impact tinnitus has on
sleep, concentration, and stress.

Untreated hearing loss has been associated
with an increased risk of cognitive decline,
social isolation, depression, and falls. 

Addressing hearing loss early helps keep
you connected to conversations, supports
brain health, and promotes long-term
quality of life.

Risk Factors:Management Options:

Healthy Archuleta shares opportunities for families and youth
Healthy Archuleta

Healthy Archuleta is excited to 
share several opportunities this 
summer and fall that support chil-
dren, youth, parents and families in 
Archuleta County. 

Healthy Archuleta works to 
strengthen nutrition security, health 
equity and community cohesion. 
Currently, Healthy Archuleta is sup-
porting the youth internship and 
Youth Community Learning and 
Leadership Circle, or Youth CLLC. 
Additionally, upcoming opportuni-
ties include the Kids in the Mountain 
Garden Education Program (KIMGE) 
and a child-parent relationship ther-
apy (CPRT) program for caregivers.

Youth internship and 
Youth CLLC

Healthy Archuleta’s summer 
youth interns are gaining experience 
in community health, food systems, 
mental and behavioral health, pre-
vention, leadership, and community 
engagement. Through partner visits, 
learning activities, community events 
and teamwork, they are explor-
ing what helps make a community 
healthy.

The interns are developing a com-
munity leadership capstone that will 
share their observations, ideas and 
recommendations for Archuleta 
County. They will present it to the 

Archuleta County Board of County 
Commissioners in August and later 
share it with peers, families, Healthy 
Archuleta staff and community 
members.

Interns are also helping support 
the Youth CLLC. This youth-led 
group gives young people a place to 
connect, plan activities, share ideas, 
build skills and work together on 
issues that matter to them. Youth 
interested in getting involved can 
visit foodcoalition4archuleta.org/
youth-engagement.html and follow 
Healthy Archuleta on TikTok.

KIMGE
KIMGE is a hands-on experience 

connected to Vista Lake Community 
Garden. It gives children and families 
a chance to learn where food comes 
from, how gardens grow and how 
gardening can build confidence, 
healthy habits, practical skills and 
connection with neighbors.

Community gardens provide 
more than fresh food; they are places 
to learn, spend time outdoors and 
build relationships. KIMGE sessions 
will take place on Wednesdays in 
August from 5:15 to 7:15 p.m. Fami-
lies are encouraged to learn more 
and register as soon as possible at 
foodcoalition4archuleta.org/kids-in-
the-mountain-garden.html. 

At least five participants must be 
confirmed for the program to move 

forward as planned.

CPRT
This fall, Healthy Archuleta plans 

to offer CPRT for parents and caregiv-
ers of children ages 3 to 10. CPRT is 
a supportive small-group program 
that helps caregivers strengthen con-
nection, trust, communication and 
confidence with their child. It offers 
practical tools and encouragement.

The planned program includes 
10 weekly, 90-minute sessions on 
Thursdays, Sept. 10 through Nov. 12, 
from 5:30 to 7 p.m. at Pagosa Springs 
Middle School. 

Dinner and child care will be 
provided. English-language ses-
sions will be facilitated in person, 
while Spanish-language sessions are 
planned to be offered live by video-
conference with a licensed mental 
health provider as families gather at 
the school. 

Families interested and available 
for the full series are encouraged to 
complete the interest form at food-
coalition4archuleta.org/cprt.html. 

The form does not commit fami-
lies to participate, but it helps Healthy 
Archuleta confirm enough interest 
before finalizing the fall sessions. 

Each English- or Spanish-lan-
guage group will need at least five 
confirmed participants for the pro-
gram to move forward during the 
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Bird of the Week

Stay connected on every level
Stream audio anywhere
Omega AI’s Bluetooth® LE audio allows smooth listening to 
TV, music, public announcements, etc. through Auracast™ 
technology.

Ears 2 U Hearing Aid Center 
Locally owned and operated for 21 years 

190 Talisman Rd. Ste. C-3 • Pagosa Springs
Call 970-731-4554 to schedule your appointment
coloradohearingaid.com

Gennette 
Erickson

Owner, 
Hearing  Aid Specialist

$500 OFF M
SR

P

Advanced Technology 
Hearing Aids.

Take advantage of this 
money-saving offer

Hear with clarity, connect with confidence, 
and live unstoppably—with our most advanced 
hearing technology yet. 

Maintain your awareness — Hear key 
environmental sounds and the start of speech 
more clearly.

Understand speech in noise — Enjoy more 
control, convenience, and connections by 
pairing Omega AI with the My Starkey app.

Hear as you go — Hearing adapts as you 
navigate through different listing environments.

A new dimension in better hearing

Omega AI
Staying connected to 
more everyday moments 
everywhere is now even 
easier—with Omega AI 
hearing aids.

Unsure if you need a hearing 
aid? Schedule your FREE 
Hearing test. Call 970-731-4554 Coupon expires July 31, 2026

Photo courtesy Charles Martinez
This week’s Bird of the Week, compliments of the Weminuche Audubon 
Society and Audubon Rockies, is the black-crowned night heron. 

This is a bird whose name is descriptive of both its habits and its 
physical appearance. Typically, during the day groups of these birds 
sit hunched and motionless resting in trees near water. As dusk falls, 
they fly out of their daytime roosts to spend the night feeding. Feeding 
at night reduces competition from other herons and egrets that use the 
same habitat and dominate during the day. 

Black-crowned night herons are opportunistic feeders that live in 
a variety of both fresh and saltwater wetland types. Although they eat 
mainly fish, they also consume crustaceans, aquatic insects, frogs, 
snakes, clams, rodents, carrion and even garbage from landfills. They 
forage by standing still or walking slowly at the edge of shallow water, 
or perch above it while looking for fish. Like the related green heron, 
they have been observed using objects to bait for fish. 

Unlike the great blue heron that we commonly see here, this heron is 
stocky and short necked with a hunchbacked look. Adults have a black 
back and crown, red eyes and whitish belly. Their legs are short, and 
their bills heavy and pointed. In breeding season, long white plumes 
grow from the back of their heads. Immature birds display a transition 
from juvenile to adult plumage with streaked chests and a dark gray cap. 

Black-crowned night herons are the most widespread heron in the 
world, nesting on every continent except Australia and Antarctica. In 
North America, they breed throughout the lower 48 states and live full-
time on both coasts. In winter, interior northern populations head south 
as far as Mexico and Central America. In our area, individuals have been 
spotted stopping by from late spring to early fall. 

These social birds nest in colonies in groves of trees or on the ground, 
preferring islands or places above water to deter predators. They can be 
urban birds in places as populated as New York City, where they nest on 
islands in harbor areas, but are currently facing a concerning population 
decline from causes not yet determined. 

For information on events, visit www.weminucheaudubon.org and 
www.facebook.com/weminucheaudubon/.

planned September-November 
session.

For CPRT information, contact 
Healthy Archuleta at fsfearchuleta@
gmail.com or (401) 206-4579.

Archuleta Health Fair and 
Expo

Healthy Archuleta also invites 

residents to register for the 2026 
Archuleta Health Fair and Expo on 
Oct 24. 

The event will connect commu-
nity members with health resources, 
screenings, information and local 
support. 

Learn more and register at food-
coalition4archuleta.org/archuleta-
health-fair-and-expo.html.

Opportunities
n continued from previous page Keep up with the news 

of Pagosa Springs and 
Archuleta County.

Subscribe at pagosasun.com
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Your car  
shouldn’t feel  
like an oven...

10% Off an A/C Recharge
Make sure your air conditioning is running right for 

refreshing relief from heat, dust, and pollen! Plus, we’ll 
include our 30 Point Safety Inspection for FREE.

Now servicing systems with Now servicing systems with R1234yfR1234yf refrigerant! refrigerant!

Excludes system repairs. Offer Ends 8/31/2026

++
10% Off Any  

Full Service Oil Change
And prepare your car to run its best this summer with its 

scheduled maintenance and we’ll do a 30 Point Safety Inspection 
for FREE to make sure you’re ready for the summer’s heat.

Offer Ends 8/31/2026

(970)731-3335
505 Piedra Rd.

Open 8-6  Mon. - Thur.

24  
Hour

TOWING &  
EMERGENCY 
ROADSIDE  
ASSISTANCE

Piedra Automotive
Shop supplies and tax not included. See the friendly pros at Piedra Automotive for details. 

Cannot be combined with other coupons. Bring in or mention this ad for these limited time offers.  Offers End 8/31/2026

Photo courtesy Seeds of Learning
Local contestants are preparing to take the stage for an unforgettable evening of music alongside acclaimed 
Nashville singer-songwriters at Seeds of Learning’s Hometown Voices and Nashville Stories. The evening’s 
People’s Choice Award will be decided by community votes, with residents encouraged to support their fa-
vorite hometown performer by casting votes online before the event. 

Hometown Voices and Nashville Stories: 
Voting underway for People’s Choice award
Seeds of Learning Early Care and 
Education Center

As excitement continues to build 
for Hometown Voices and Nashville 
Stories, the community has the op-

portunity to play an important role 
in this one-of-a-kind fundraiser 
benefiting Seeds of Learning Early 
Care and Education Center. 

While local contestants prepare 
to take the stage for an unforget-

table evening of music alongside 
acclaimed Nashville singer-songwrit-
ers, the People’s Choice Award will be 
decided by community votes.

Residents are encouraged to 



Voting
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• Asphalt Paving 

• Grading & Site Work

• Civil/ Heavy Civil

• Large & Small Projects

• Reliable, professional & efficient 
from scheduling to satisfied 
completion of your project

ASPHALT PAVING
Grading & Road Construction

970-799-0595 • estimating@pap-llc.com
WWW.PAP-LLC.COM

Call today for a 
FREE Estimate 

and to get on our 
schedule!

970-799-0595 

Serving the Four Corners for over 25 years

Restorative Bodywork &
Integrative Massage 
Feel Better | Move Better | Live Better

Sports recovery • Pain reduction

www.BodyworkByKevin.com

(970) 585-6415
2363 Eagle Drive Suite B #3
Between Thingamajig Theatre and Carpet One
Over 25 years experience

Now open in my new location
Schedule online today

“Any city, any state any country that 
was the best massage I have ever had!” — Sara S.“

SAN JUAN ARBORISTS
TREE SERVICE PROVIDER

FREE QUOTES
706-410-4997
INFO@SANJUANARBORISTS.COM

LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED

• Tree Trimming and Pruning
• Hazard Tree Removals
• Lot Clearing & Fire Mitigation
• Cabling and Bracing

support their favorite hometown 
performer by casting votes online 
before the event. Every vote costs just 
$1, and there is no limit to how many 
votes can be cast. Community mem-
bers may vote as many times as they 
wish and are welcome to support one 
contestant or multiple contestants.

More than just a friendly com-
petition, every vote directly benefits 
Seeds of Learning. Funds raised 
through the People’s Choice vot-
ing help provide high-quality early 

childhood education and learning 
opportunities for young children in 
the Pagosa Springs community.

Community members can cast 
their votes today by visiting vote.
pagosavoice.org.

Hometown Voices and Nashville 
Stories promises to be an unforget-
table celebration of local talent, 
Nashville storytelling, and commu-
nity generosity. Every vote helps rec-
ognize hometown performers while 
investing in the future of Pagosa 
Springs’ youngest learners.

Pagosa Unitarian Universalist Fellowship to 
collect school supplies for Action Sunday
Pagosa Unitarian Universalist Fellowship

As a faith community in a small 
town, the Pagosa Unitarian Univer-
salist (UU) Fellowship is engaged in 
the community in ways that builds 
partnerships. One way we do this is 
through our Action Sundays, held the 
fourth Sunday of each month. 

This week, on July 26 at 10:30 a.m., 
the Pagosa Fellowship will meet the 
moment by collecting school sup-
plies to donate to Pagosa Community 
Initiative (PCI) as the students in 
our community prepare for the start 
of the school year. We welcome all 
donations, which can be dropped 
off Sunday morning, even if you 
choose not to stay for fellowship and 
refreshments.

As a small, lay-led congregation, 
we engage with resources from our 
community, our state and national 
organizations that shine a light on 

areas of injustice. 
Our six shared values, all centered 

in love are:
• Interdependence: We honor the 

interdependent web of all existence 
and acknowledge our place in it.

• Pluralism: We are all sacred be-
ings, diverse in culture, experience 
and theology.

• Justice: We work to be diverse 
multicultural Beloved Communi-
ties where all feel welcome and can 
thrive.

• Transformation: We adapt to the 
changing world.

• Generosity: We cultivate a spirit 
of gratitude and hope.

• Equity: We declare that every 
person is inherently worthy and has 
the right to flourish with dignity, love 
and compassion.

As we work toward embodying 
these values, we use Action Sunday 
as a catalyst for change in the world. 

One newly formed resource we 
will utilize this year is UUCAN, the 
UU Colorado Action Network, a state-
wide coalition of UU congregations 
focused on issues in Colorado which 
affect us all. If you are curious or want 
to learn more, join us for an informal 
gathering of service.

You can find us at Greenbriar 
Plaza, Unit B-15, 301 N. Pagosa 
Blvd. on the north side facing 
Pagosa Peak. 

We also invite the community to 
explore various groups that meet in 
our Community Hub. The Tara Medi-
tation Group is held Sundays from 
5:30 to 6:30 p.m., Qigong practice is 
on Monday afternoons, and the Wise 
and Wakeful Circle is held the second 
and fourth Saturdays at 10 a.m. 

The website, PagosaUU.org is a 
great way to find out more about all 
our programs and about the Unitar-
ian Universalist faith tradition.

SpiritFire Inspirational Living Center 
announces upcoming event
By Shayla McClure
SpiritFire Inspirational Living Center

Save the date for the following ac-
tivities at the SpiritFire Inspirational 
Living Center:

• July 26, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.: Bizarre 
Bazaar fundraiser at Xanadu. 

The center also offers educational 
classes and workshops.

About us
The SpiritFire Inspirational Liv-

ing Center is a 501(c)(3). We are an 
all-inclusive community honoring 
all lifestyles, cultures and religious 

paths to the Divine. We are the 
“Good Vibe Tribe” who practices 
Science of Mind principles of posi-
tive thinking. 

We welcome local talents to share 
gifts, aptitudes and knowledge.

SpiritFire Inspirational Living 
Center events are held at Xanadu 
private retreat. Obtain information 
by joining us, emailing pagosacom-
munitynewthought@gmail.com or 
texting/calling (970) 510-0309.

Bible study to focus on 
‘Knowing God’s Covenant’
By Brenda Hash
Precept Ministry

Precept Ministry will be hold-
ing a Bible study, “Knowing God’s 
Covenant,” for adults beginning in 
August.

Know God deeply. Live differ-
ently.

Join us at Centerpoint Church, 
2750 Cornerstone Drive, for this 11-
week study of how God enters into a 
binding agreement with His people 
and always keeps His promises. 

This study will cover the Abrahamic 
Covenant, the Old Covenant and the 
New Covenant.

It will run on Thursdays from Aug. 
27 to Nov. 12 from 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. 
in the Centerpoint Church library.

There is a $25 workbook fee (fi-
nancial aid is available).

The leaders will be Brenda and 
Richard Hash.

Contact us with any questions 
and to order your workbook by Aug. 
6: brenda.hash@gmail.com or (970) 
398-1251.
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The Tile & 
Carpet Store

M-F 8-4:30  
(970) 731-5282
204 Bastille Dr. 

N. Pagosa Blvd, 
Left at Bastille Dr.

Think dorm rooms, classrooms, 
play areas, refresh a bedroom!

Save On Short Carpet Rolls 
& Area Rugs

“Repent, for the kingdom of 
heaven is at hand.” 

Turn back to the Lord today.  
Join us for worship:

Sundays @ 10am.

Trinity Anglican Church

246 Harman Park Dr. • trinityanglicanchurch.org

All events listed in The PREVIEW 
Calendar are free of charge unless 
otherwise noted.

Thursday, July 23
Ruby’s Writers Guild. 9-11 a.m., Sis-

son Library. Ruby’s Writers Guild 
welcomes writers who are looking 
for opportunities, support and ca-
maraderie with other writers. Mem-
bers provide support, resources 
and guidance for each other.

‘The Art of Nature — Patterns in our 
World’ Nature and Journaling 
with CSU Extension. 9 a.m. The 
hike is free, but sign-up is required 
at SJMA.org.

A Day in the Life of the Ancients 
Tour. 9:30 a.m., Chimney Rock 
National Monument. A family-
oriented tour along the accessible 
Mesa Village Trail to visit an ancient 
agricultural village and learn about 
daily life 1,000 years ago. Tickets 
are $20 for adults and $10 for kids. 
For more information and tickets, 
visit www.chimneyrockco.org or call 
(877) 444-6777.

Labyrinth Guided Walk. 10 a.m., St. 
Patrick’s Episcopal Church, 225 S. 
Pagosa Blvd. Join a docent for a 
guided tour of the Chartres-design 
labyrinth. Walking the labyrinth 
can bring a sense of releasing, 
receiving and renewal. The laby-
rinth is available from dawn until 
dusk and is located in the wooded 
area behind the parking lot at the 
wooden cross.

Great House Tour. 10:30 a.m., Chim-
ney Rock National Monument. This 
family-friendly tour goes to the top 
of the mesa ridge for a 360-degree 
panoramic view of the landscape 

and a close-up of the two pinnacles 
with stops along the way to learn 
about ancient Puebloan structures. 
Tickets are $20 for adults and $10 
for kids. For more information and 
tickets, visit www.chimneyrockco.
org or call (877) 444-6777.

Tai Chi. 1:30-2:30 p.m., Yamaguchi 
Park. An Archuleta Senior Center 
program.

Tech Time. 2-4 p.m., Sisson Library. 
Taylor will answer basic questions 
related to computers, smartphones, 
tablets, etc., and provide assistance 
with accessing any of the library’s 
online resources. Bring your device 
charger and passwords.

Creation Care Pagosa. 6 p.m., Com-
munity United Methodist Church, 
434 Lewis St. The water crisis and 
opportunities for the Colorado River 
Basin will be discussed.

Thingamajig Theatre Company 
Presents ‘Company.’ 7 p.m., 
Pagosa Springs Center for the 
Arts, 2313 Eagle Drive. For tickets 
and more information, visit pagosa-
center.org or call (970) 731-SHOW 
(7469).

Friday, July 24
A Tour of Two Trails. 7:15 a.m., 

Chimney Rock National Monu-
ment. This tour provides an in-
depth discussion along the Great 
House Trail about the connection 
of Chimney Rock to the greater 
Chacoan culture, the significance 
of the mesa-top Great House and 
the day-to-day lives of the ances-
tral inhabitants of Chimney Rock. 
Tickets are $20 for adults and $10 
for kids. For more information and 
tickets, visit www.chimneyrockco.

org or call (877) 444-6777.
Great House Tour. 10:30 a.m., Chim-

ney Rock National Monument. This 
family-friendly tour goes to the top 
of the mesa ridge for a 360-degree 
panoramic view of the landscape 
and a close-up of the two pinnacles 
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ACROSS
1 Not much
5 Captain's 

superior
10 Pesters
14 Extinct bird
15 In the loop
16 Eye flirtatiously
17 Take-charge 

type
18 Engrossing read
20 Senselessly
22 Rosa Salazar 

series
23 Bagel variety
24 Tuesdays, in 

Marseille
26 Unplugged
30 Clear the 

windshield
33 Missouri Rep. 

Bob ____
34 401(k) alterna-

tive
35 Notable period
36 Barn cats, often 2 Frontiersman 37 Outbreak of the 50 "The war ___ 
38 Spanish hero, Daniel late 1950s all wars"

El ___ 3 Notions 42 Software 51 Nelly Korda's 
39 Feel ill 4 Home wrecker changes org.
40 "When You 5 Sappy trees 44 Shaw and 52 Monthly util. bill

Wish Upon ___" 6 Hanks film, others 53 "And your point
41 Corn coverings "Cast ___" 45 2017 Tony is?"
43 Connection 7 Navy legal dept. winner "Dear 55 Alley in the 
46 Pop star Grande 8 Metallic rock Evan ___" comics
47 Like some fans 9 Football special 48 Novelist Jong 56 Filming site
51 Subatomic teams player 49 Sheer fabric

particle 10 Like Danes and
53 Smallest Great Finns

Lake 11 Deity doubters
54 Common people 12 Secluded spot
57 Fork feature 13 Drought-ridden
58 Richard of "The 19 Hanes product

Agency" 21 Exodus
59 Kind of change 24 Kalispell's home
60 Subj. for an 25 William of 

M.B.A. Apollo 8
61 Play parts 27 Tee fabric
62 Author Sinclair 28 ___ the Red
63 Beach blanket? 29 Root beer brand

30 Letter opener
DOWN 31 New York canal

1 Ethiopian capital, 32 Emotionally 
___ Ababa break down

Week of 7/20/26 - 7/26/26 

 

The Weekly Crossword by Margie E. Burke 

Copyright 2026 by The Puzzle Syndicate 

Answers to Previous Crossword: 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24 25

26 27 28 29

30 31 32 33 34

35 36 37 38

39 40 41 42

43 44 45

46 47 48 49 50

51 52 53

54 55 56 57

58 59 60

61 62 63

A S A N A R O T C T T O P
C E D A R O N E I O I D S
H E D Y L A M A R R M M E S
E Y E S O R E S R O B E R T
D A D A T O S T I T O S

Y E S S I R H Y A T T
S A B E N A S E R E V I E
L A U R E L S S E L L E R S
E R L M E A D G L A R E S
D E L H I G O P R O S

F E E L S U R E S L A T
S U I S S E G E T R E A D Y
T S G T N O L E S S T H A N
O T H E I R A N V E T T E
L O T R N E S S P R I E S

PagosaSUN.com

with stops along the way to learn 
about ancient Puebloan structures. 
Tickets are $20 for adults and $10 
for kids. For more information and 
tickets, visit www.chimneyrockco.
org or call (877) 444-6777.

Baby Rave. 11 a.m.-noon, Sisson 
Library. Kids ages 0-2 and their 
caregivers are invited to a dance 
party at the library. There will be 
a dance floor, ball pit, glow sticks, 
disco ball, bubble machine and 
music by Lenny Pearce.

Bingo. 1:30-2:30 p.m., Senior Center.
Pagosa Springs Main Street Art 

Walk. 4-7 p.m., downtown Pagosa 
Springs. Enjoy an evening centered 
on creativity and community.

Thingamajig Theatre Company 
Presents ‘Company.’ 7 p.m., 
Pagosa Springs Center for the 
Arts, 2313 Eagle Drive. For tickets 
and more information, visit pagosa-
center.org or call (970) 731-SHOW 
(7469).

Saturday, July 25
Pagosa Wetlands Tour. 8 a.m., 

Centennial Park. Meet at the na-
tive plants garden next to the 
Geothermal Greenhouse Partner-
ships domes. Bring sunscreen, bug 
spray and water. Tours last one to 
two hours and are handicapped 
accessible. Tours are weather 
dependent.

Chimney Rock Through the Ages 
Tour. 8 a.m., Chimney Rock Na-
tional Monument. This tour ex-
plores both the natural and cul-
tural history of the area through 
geologic time and incorporates the 
anthropology and archaeology of 
the Puebloan people. Tickets are 
$20 for adults and $10 for kids. 
For more information and tickets, 
visit www.chimneyrockco.org or call 
(877) 444-6777.

Great House Tour. 10:30 a.m., Chim-
ney Rock National Monument. This 
family-friendly tour goes to the top 
of the mesa ridge for a 360-degree 
panoramic view of the landscape 
and a close-up of the two pinnacles 
with stops along the way to learn 
about ancient Puebloan structures. 

Tickets are $20 for adults and $10 
for kids. For more information and 
tickets, visit www.chimneyrockco.
org or call (877) 444-6777.

Knitters Circle. 1-3 p.m., Sisson 
Library. Any type and experience 
level of needleworker is welcome.

Mountain Light Music Festival: 
Windy City. 7 p.m., The Springs 
Resort. For more information and 
tickets, visit www.mountainlightmu-
sicfestival.com.

Thingamajig Theatre Company 
Presents ‘Come From Away.’ 7 
p.m., Pagosa Springs Center for 
the Arts, 2313 Eagle Drive. For 
tickets and more information, visit 
pagosacenter.org or call (970) 731-
SHOW (7469).

Sunday, July 26
Great House Tour. 10:30 a.m., Chim-

ney Rock National Monument. This 
family-friendly tour goes to the top 
of the mesa ridge for a 360-degree 
panoramic view of the landscape 
and a close-up of the two pinnacles 
with stops along the way to learn 
about ancient Puebloan structures. 
Tickets are $20 for adults and $10 
for kids. For more information and 
tickets, visit www.chimneyrockco.
org or call (877) 444-6777.

Thingamajig Theatre Company 
Presents ‘Come From Away.’ 3 
p.m., Pagosa Springs Center for 
the Arts, 2313 Eagle Drive. For 
tickets and more information, visit 
pagosacenter.org or call (970) 731-
SHOW (7469).

Monday, July 27
Sunrise at Chimney Rock. 5:30 a.m., 

Chimney Rock National Monument. 
This program offers a unique two-
hour tour of the archaeological sites 
with a special emphasis on the view 
of the sun rising atop the mesa. 
Tickets are $20 for adults and $10 
for kids. For more information and 
tickets, visit www.chimneyrockco.
org or call (877) 444-6777.

Line Dancing. 9:30-11 a.m., PLPOA 
Clubhouse, 230 Port Ave. Begin-
ners meet at 9:30 a.m. and the 
advance group meets at 10:15 

Preview Calendar
n continued from previous page
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a.m. If you haven’t attended before, 
please call Beverly at (970) 264-
2064 for more information.

Great House Tour. 10:30 a.m., 
Chimney Rock National Monu-
ment. This family-friendly tour 
goes to the top of the mesa ridge 
for a 360-degree panoramic view 
of the landscape and a close-up of 
the two pinnacles with stops along 
the way to learn about ancient 
Puebloan structures. Tickets are 
$20 for adults and $10 for kids. 
For more information and tickets, 
visit www.chimneyrockco.org or 
call (877) 444-6777.

Senior Conversations. 1:15 p.m., 
Senior Center.

Conversational Spanish. 4-5 p.m., 
Sisson Library. Practice your Span-
ish conversation skills in a group 
setting. No minimum skill level 
required. A Sisson Library program.

League of Women Voters of Archul-
eta County. 5:30 p.m., Community 
United Methodist Church, 434 Lew-
is St. The local chapter will review 
its first year and plan for the next.

Tuesday, July 28
A Day in the Life of the Ancients 

Tour. 9:30 a.m., Chimney Rock 
National Monument. A family-

oriented tour along the accessible 
Mesa Village Trail to visit an ancient 
agricultural village and learn about 
daily life 1,000 years ago. Tickets 
are $20 for adults and $10 for kids. 
For more information and tickets, 
visit www.chimneyrockco.org or call 
(877) 444-6777.

Coffee and Kiddos Playgroup. 10-11 
a.m., Aspire Medical Services and 
Education, 602 S. 8th St. For those 
with kids ages birth to 3 years old.

Pagosa Springs Stitchers. 10 a.m.-
noon, Community United Methodist 
Church, 434 Lewis St. Bring your 
current stitching project and a 
snack/drink if you wish, and enjoy 
the fellowship of other stitchers. All 
are welcome.

Veterans for Veterans of Archuleta 
County. 10 a.m., Pagosa Bible 
Church, 209 Harman Park Drive. 
Veterans and family members are 
invited to share experiences with 
vets of all ages. Find out about the 
latest in vets benefits, vets news 
and community-focused events. 
Contact (970) 880-8387 for more 
details.

Great House Tour. 10:30 a.m., Chim-
ney Rock National Monument. This 
family-friendly tour goes to the top 
of the mesa ridge for a 360-degree 
panoramic view of the landscape 

and a close-up of the two pinnacles 
with stops along the way to learn 
about ancient Puebloan structures. 
Tickets are $20 for adults and $10 
for kids. For more information and 
tickets, visit www.chimneyrockco.
org or call (877) 444-6777.

WHIPS (Women Helping in Pagosa 
Springs). 11:30 a.m., Farrago’s. 
The cost is $20. All women are 
welcome. Bring a little cash to do-
nate. An RSVP to (970) 946-1895 is 
required by Sunday, July 26.

Bridge. 1:15 p.m., Senior Center.
Mahjong. 1:15 p.m., Senior Center.
Tween Crafternoon. 4-5 p.m., Sisson 

Library. For ages 11-14. Join to 
preserve dried flowers in a bottle 
and create a special keepsake that 
will last a lifetime.

Teen Advisory Group. 4-5 p.m., Sis-
son Library. For ages 12-17. Be a 
voice at your library. Build leader-
ship skills, mentor others and plan 
programs that interest you. Snacks 
will be provided.

Chimney Rock Through the Ages 
Tour. 5 p.m., Chimney Rock Na-
tional Monument. This tour ex-
plores both the natural and cul-
tural history of the area through 
geologic time and incorporates the 
anthropology and archaeology of 

n See Calendar on next page
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ASPHALT PAVING and SEAL-COATING
Driveways, Parking Lots, Subdivisions 

Local References, High Quality, Competitive Rates
30+ Years Experience 

Call or text: 602-448-4936

ASPHALT

the Puebloan people. Tickets are 
$20 for adults and $10 for kids. 
For more information and tickets, 
visit www.chimneyrockco.org or call 
(877) 444-6777.

Full Moon Program and Early Tour. 
5:30 p.m., Chimney Rock National 
Monument. Combine the Full Moon 
Program with an early, guided tour 
of the Mesa Village Trail to create 
a four-hour event. The cost is $30. 
For more information and tickets, 
visit www.chimneyrockco.org or call 
(877) 444-6777.

Pagosa Wetlands Tour. 7 p.m., 
Centennial Park. Meet at the na-
tive plants garden next to the 
Geothermal Greenhouse Partner-
ships domes. Bring sunscreen, bug 
spray and water. Tours last one to 
two hours and are handicapped 
accessible. Tours are weather 
dependent.

Thingamajig Theatre Company 
Broadway Gala. 7 p.m., Pagosa 
Springs Center for the Arts, 2313 
Eagle Drive. For tickets and more 
information, visit pagosacenter.org 
or call (970) 731-SHOW (7469).

Full Moon Program. 7:30 p.m., Chim-
ney Rock National Monument. A 
three-hour event culminating in a 
unique experience of viewing the 
moonrise from atop Chimney Rock 
Mesa. Prior to that, a presenta-
tion will highlight the Ancestral 
Puebloan ties to astronomy and 
the Chacoan culture. The cost is 
$20 for adults and $10 for kids. 
For more information and tickets, 
visit www.chimneyrockco.org or call 
(877) 444-6777.

Wednesday, July 29
A Day in the Life of the Ancients 

Tour. 9:30 a.m., Chimney Rock 
National Monument. A family-
oriented tour along the accessible 
Mesa Village Trail to visit an ancient 
agricultural village and learn about 
daily life 1,000 years ago. Tickets 
are $20 for adults and $10 for kids. 
For more information and tickets, 
visit www.chimneyrockco.org or call 
(877) 444-6777.

Family Storytime. 10-11 a.m., Sisson 

Library. Join for an educational 
hour of reading, singing and free 
play while building early literacy 
skills together. For all ages. Call 
(970) 264-2209 for more informa-
tion.

Great House Tour. 10:30 a.m., Chim-
ney Rock National Monument. This 
family-friendly tour goes to the top 
of the mesa ridge for a 360-degree 
panoramic view of the landscape 
and a close-up of the two pinnacles 
with stops along the way to learn 
about ancient Puebloan structures. 
Tickets are $20 for adults and $10 
for kids. For more information and 
tickets, visit www.chimneyrockco.
org or call (877) 444-6777.

Bridge. 1:15 p.m., Senior Center.
Mexican Train Dominoes. 1:15 p.m., 

Senior Center.
Mindful Drawing. 1:30 p.m., Senior 

Center.
STEM Adventure-Bottle Rockets. 

4-5 p.m., Sisson Library. For ages 
6-11. Design your own bottle, cre-
ate your own formula of baking 
soda and vinegar and launch your 
rocket to see whose can go the 
highest.

A Tour of Two Trails. 5 p.m., Chimney 
Rock National Monument. This tour 
provides an in-depth discussion 
along the Great House Trail about 
the connection of Chimney Rock 
to the greater Chacoan culture, 
the significance of the mesa-top 
Great House and the day-to-day 
lives of the ancestral inhabitants of 
Chimney Rock. Tickets are $20 for 
adults and $10 for kids. For more 
information and tickets, visit www.
chimneyrockco.org or call (877) 
444-6777.

Mountain Light Music Festival. 5 
p.m., Riff Raff Brewing Co. A free 
pop-up concert. For more informa-
tion, visit www.mountainlightmusic-
festival.com.

Thingamajig Theatre Company 
Presents ‘Fiddler on the Roof.’ 
7 p.m., Pagosa Springs Center 
for the Arts, 2313 Eagle Drive. For 
tickets and more information, visit 
pagosacenter.org or call (970) 731-
SHOW (7469).

Preview Calendar
n continued from previous page
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Stand On Skid Steer
Telehandler
Trench Roller
Track Skid Steers
Carpet Cleaners

391 Bastille Drive
(970) 731-4410

See our full line 
of equipment on 
pinevalleyrental.com

Our NEW 
EQUIPMENT 
is HERE!
Just in time for your SUMMER PROJECTS!

Our fleet has arrived, 
shiny and grand,
the perfect tools, 
right in your hand.

WESTERN HERITAGE EVENT CENTER
Archuleta County’s Rodeo Grounds  •  Highway 84 & Mill Creek Road

Home to the Archuleta County Fair and other events 
P.O. Box 1841 • Pagosa Springs, Colorado 81147 • 970-264-2730

The purpose of the Western Heritage Event Center is to organize the annual three-day 
Red Ryder Roundup® Rodeo as well as provide a year-round venue for education and training 

for youth and equestrian events for Archuleta County. 
The Western Heritage Board is dedicated to preserving the history and traditions of the American West.

This is a 501(C)3 Non-Profit Organization

GRAND SPONSOR 
Sky Ute Casino Resort

CHAMPION BUCKLES 
Colorado Road House

TIE DOWN ROPING 
Alley House Grille

PAINTING GRANDSTAND 
AND ANNOUNCERS’ BOOTH 

OCD Painting and Staining

STEER WRESTLING 
Soco Wood and Windows

RESERVE CHAMPION PRIZES 
Wolf Creek Glass Werx

BULL RIDING 
Robert D. Lindner Ranch

fishing@lindnerranches.com

RANCH BRONC RIDING 
Alpine Excavation & Services

DAISY RED RYDER BB GUNS 
Daisy Outdoor Products

MUTTON BUSTIN’ 
Claudia Rosenbaum

WOMEN’S OPEN BARRELS 
M&M Construction

SADDLE BRONC RIDING 
Colorado Rock & Dirt Excavation, 

Inc.

LADIES BREAKAWAY
TBK Bank

San Luis Valley Ski Hi Stampede

ALL-AROUND COWGIRL RIFLE
KWUF Radio

Root House Coffee

ALL-AROUND COWBOY RIFLE
First Southwest Bank
Terry’s ACE Hardware

BAREBACK BRONC RIDING 
Colorado Dream Homes

FWI Fast Wax

JUNIOR BARRELS 
Ponderosa Lumber Company

Galles Properties

SCRAMBLED EGG TEAM ROPING 
Jann C Pitcher Real Estate

Elk Heart Outfitter

RED RYDER AWARD 
Goodman’s Department Store

MIXED TEAM ROPING 
Hi-Country Cattle Auction 

OPEN TEAM ROPING 
Greenburg Land & Livestock

Silver Dollar Liquors

2 0 2 6

®

®

All-Around Cowboy:  
Wade Hatch, Kirtland, New Mexico

All-Around Cowgirl:
Bergan Yazzie, Gilmer, Texas

SPECIAL THANK YOU
Johnny & Jane Mancuso

Donating New Bucking Chutes

Inter-Mountain Propane
Donating Arena Groomer

Bear Arsenal
Certified Gun Dealer

Southwest Ag
Providing the Tractor

Bucking H Rodeo Company
Stock Contractor

Basin Coop and Kalen Elliott
Donating Grain

Ayla Ibram
Singing the National Anthem

Jim Hawkins
Grounds Caretaker

Charmain Martin
Donations for Arena Sand 

& Website

Tom Albaugh
Donating Materials & Labor

Troy Ross
In-kind Services

David McRee
Donating Pump

San Juan Redi Mix
Donating Equipment

Strohecker Asphalt & Paving
Donating Water Truck

Palukie’s Trucking
Donating Trucking for Dirt

The Pagosa Springs SUN
Advertising

Pagosa Land Company 
and JR Ford

Daisy BB Guns

Joe, Kristi and Autumn Brister
Front and Back Gates

Ticket & Gate Volunteers

And all of our Sponsors and Rodeo Supporters!

Healing Waters Resort & Spa
Pagosa Bar

Bank of Colorado

Scott Strategic Investments
Banded Peaks Ranch Outfitters
Custom Homes by Vernon Leslie

CHUTE SPONSORS

FULL SPONSORS

HALF SPONSORS

Extra thanks to Centennial Equine Sports Medicine, 
Dr. Bell, veterinarian on call

San Juan Redimix
OUT GATE SPONSOR

Thursday, July 30
Ruby’s Writers Guild. 9-11 a.m., Sis-

son Library. Ruby’s Writers Guild 
welcomes writers who are looking 
for opportunities, support and ca-
maraderie with other writers. Mem-
bers provide support, resources 
and guidance for each other.

Archuleta County Fair. 9 a.m., Archu-
leta County Fairgrounds, 344 U.S. 
84. For a daily schedule and more 
information, visit www.archuleta-
countyfair.com.

A Day in the Life of the Ancients 
Tour. 9:30 a.m., Chimney Rock 
National Monument. A family-
oriented tour along the accessible 
Mesa Village Trail to visit an ancient 
agricultural village and learn about 
daily life 1,000 years ago. Tickets 
are $20 for adults and $10 for kids. 
For more information and tickets, 
visit www.chimneyrockco.org or call 
(877) 444-6777.

Labyrinth Guided Walk. 10 a.m., St. 
Patrick’s Episcopal Church, 225 S. 
Pagosa Blvd. Join a docent for a 
guided tour of the Chartres-design 
labyrinth. Walking the labyrinth 
can bring a sense of releasing, 
receiving and renewal. The laby-
rinth is available from dawn until 
dusk and is located in the wooded 
area behind the parking lot at the 
wooden cross.

Great House Tour. 10:30 a.m., Chim-
ney Rock National Monument. This 
family-friendly tour goes to the top 
of the mesa ridge for a 360-degree 
panoramic view of the landscape 
and a close-up of the two pinnacles 
with stops along the way to learn 

about ancient Puebloan structures. 
Tickets are $20 for adults and $10 
for kids. For more information and 
tickets, visit www.chimneyrockco.
org or call (877) 444-6777.

Tai Chi. 1:30-2:30 p.m., Yamaguchi 
Park. An Archuleta Senior Center 
program.

Tech Time. 2-4 p.m., Sisson Library. 
Taylor will answer basic questions 
related to computers, smartphones, 
tablets, etc., and provide assistance 
with accessing any of the library’s 
online resources. Bring your device 
charger and passwords.

Mountain Light Music Festival: 
Festival Trombone Choir. 7 p.m., 
Liberty Theatre. For more informa-
tion and tickets, visit www.moun-
tainlightmusicfestival.com.

Thingamajig Theatre Company 
Presents ‘Fiddler on the Roof.’ 
7 p.m., Pagosa Springs Center 
for the Arts, 2313 Eagle Drive. For 
tickets and more information, visit 
pagosacenter.org or call (970) 731-
SHOW (7469).

Friday, July 31
A Tour of Two Trails. 7:15 a.m., 

Chimney Rock National Monu-
ment. This tour provides an in-
depth discussion along the Great 
House Trail about the connection 
of Chimney Rock to the greater 
Chacoan culture, the significance 
of the mesa-top Great House and 
the day-to-day lives of the ances-
tral inhabitants of Chimney Rock. 
Tickets are $20 for adults and $10 
for kids. For more information and 
tickets, visit www.chimneyrockco.
org or call (877) 444-6777.
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While others you 
may know may run 
to the pharmacist 
to fill their 
blood pressure 
prescriptions, 
research is showing 
that proper water 
intake can do much 
to regulate blood 
pressure. 

See today’s excerpt. 
When you think 
about water and 
blood pressure 
the link between 
dehydration and 
low blood pressure 
probably comes to 
mind. 

Dehydration is a 
potential cause 

of low blood pressure (hypotension) due to resulting decreased blood volume leading to reduced 
pressure against artery walls. 

However, did you know not drinking enough water can lead to high blood pressure? 

When you do not drink adequate water the body will compensate by retaining sodium. 

That should be a red flag. Sodium is directly related to high blood pressure. 

While this sodium retention takes place, the persistent dehydration will lead the body to gradually 
‘close’ some of the capillary beds. This leads to increased pressure places on arteries and a rise in 
blood pressure. 

Source: “High Blood Pressure and Water Intake.” By Lisa Nelson. http://www.healthcentral.com

CAN WATER INTAKE AFFECT 
YOUR BLOOD PRESSURE?

A public service from your Adventist friends & neighbors at Pagosa Springs Seventh Day Adventist Church.
Disclaimer: This and all our Nature’s Remedies are for health information purposes only. The Seventh Day Adventist Church is not responsible for results.

40 Oren Road • 970-731-1005

HEALTHY SELF

A PROTESTANT DENOMINATION

Bonus Tip: Visit http://www.AmazingFacts.org for spiritual refreshment every week! 
“Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters...” Isaiah 55:1
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Safe2Tell Colorado
(877) 542-7233

Anonymously report anything that concerns 
or threatens you, your friends, 
your family or your community.

Archuleta County Fair. 9 a.m., 
Archuleta County Fairgrounds, 
344 U.S. 84. For a daily schedule 
and more information, visit www.
archuletacountyfair.com.

Baby Storytime. 10-11 a.m., Sisson 
Library. Join for stories, songs 
and giggles. Stay and play after 
storytime and connect with fellow 
caregivers.

Great House Tour. 10:30 a.m., Chim-
ney Rock National Monument. This 
family-friendly tour goes to the top 
of the mesa ridge for a 360-degree 
panoramic view of the landscape 
and a close-up of the two pinnacles 
with stops along the way to learn 
about ancient Puebloan structures. 
Tickets are $20 for adults and $10 
for kids. For more information and 
tickets, visit www.chimneyrockco.
org or call (877) 444-6777.

Mountain Light Music Festival: 
Music in the Meadow. 6 p.m., 
Mountain Light Lodge. For more 
information and tickets, visit www.
mountainlightmusicfestival.com.

Thingamajig Theatre Company 
Presents ‘Company.’ 7 p.m., 
Pagosa Springs Center for the 
Arts, 2313 Eagle Drive. For tick-
ets and more information, visit 
pagosacenter.org or call (970) 
731-SHOW (7469).

Saturday, Aug. 1
Pagosa Wetlands Tour. 8 a.m., 

Centennial Park. Meet at the na-
tive plants garden next to the Geo-
thermal Greenhouse Partnerships 
domes. Bring sunscreen, bug 
spray and water. Tours last one to 
two hours and are handicapped 
accessible. Tours are weather 
dependent.

Chimney Rock Through the Ages 
Tour. 8 a.m., Chimney Rock 
National Monument. This tour 
explores both the natural and 
cultural history of the area through 
geologic time and incorporates the 
anthropology and archaeology of 
the Puebloan people. Tickets are 
$20 for adults and $10 for kids. For 
more information and tickets, visit 
www.chimneyrockco.org or call 

(877) 444-6777.
Archuleta County Fair. 9 a.m., 

Archuleta County Fairgrounds, 
344 U.S. 84. For a daily schedule 
and more information, visit www.
archuletacountyfair.com.

Colorado 150 Celebration and 
Closing of History Vault. 10 a.m., 
Pagosa Springs History Museum, 
96 Pagosa St. A short celebration 
will be held recognizing the 150th 
anniversary of Colorado’s state-
hood and the closing of the history 
vault to preserve the collected 
memories.

Great House Tour. 10:30 a.m., Chim-
ney Rock National Monument. This 
family-friendly tour goes to the top 
of the mesa ridge for a 360-degree 
panoramic view of the landscape 
and a close-up of the two pinnacles 
with stops along the way to learn 
about ancient Puebloan structures. 
Tickets are $20 for adults and $10 
for kids. For more information and 
tickets, visit www.chimneyrockco.
org or call (877) 444-6777.

Boats-themed LEGO Build. 11 a.m.-
noon, Sisson Library. Bring your 
own LEGOs or use the library’s. 
This month’s focus is on boats.

Thingamajig Theatre Company 
Presents ‘Company.’ 7 p.m., 
Pagosa Springs Center for the 
Arts, 2313 Eagle Drive. For tick-
ets and more information, visit 
pagosacenter.org or call (970) 
731-SHOW (7469).

Sunday, Aug. 2
Archuleta County Fair. 9 a.m., 

Archuleta County Fairgrounds, 
344 U.S. 84. For a daily schedule 
and more information, visit www.
archuletacountyfair.com.

Great House Tour. 10:30 a.m., Chim-
ney Rock National Monument. This 
family-friendly tour goes to the top 
of the mesa ridge for a 360-degree 
panoramic view of the landscape 
and a close-up of the two pinnacles 
with stops along the way to learn 
about ancient Puebloan structures. 
Tickets are $20 for adults and $10 
for kids. For more information and 
tickets, visit www.chimneyrockco.

All real estate advertising in this newspaper is sub-
ject to the Fair Housing act which makes it illegal to
advertise "any preference limitation or discrimination
based on race, color, religion, sex, handicap, famil-
ial status, or national origin, or an intention, to make
such preference, limitation or discrimination." Famil-
ial status includes children under the age of 18 living
with parents or legal custodians, pregnant women
and people securing custody of children under 18.

This newspaper will not knowingly accept any ad-
vertising for real estate which is in violation of the
law. Our readers are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised in this newspaper are available on
an equal opportunity basis. To complain of discrimi-
nation call HUD toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. The toll-
free number for the hearing impaired is 1-800-927-
9275.

HUD
Publisher's Notice

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY
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PAGOSA THERAPEUTICS and The Green 

House are looking for friendly and enthusias-

tic people who are eager to help customers 

navigate the wide world of cannabis. We offer 

sales bonuses, product sampling, employee 

discounts,  paid sick leave, and comprehen-

sive on-site training. Must be 21 years of age. 

A Marijuana Enforcement Division badge is 

required, when hired. E-mail your resume to 

employment@jandjinc.net or check us out on 

Indeed.com.

3R RANCH- WORKING in the beautiful south 
San Juans. Hiring one position, ranch and 
landscape maintenance. No experience, we 
will train. Competitive wage. (970)264-5160.

REQUEST FOR QUOTE: PIZZA. The 
Archuleta School District #50 JT is accept-
ing quotes for a single company to provide 
district-wide freshly made whole wheat crust 
pizzas for the school year 2026-27, utilizing 
fresh ingredients and meeting the Federal 
and State nutritional requirements. Quotes will 
be accepted until 2:00p.m., Friday August 7, 
2026, at the Archuleta School District #50 JT 
Administration Building, P.O. Box 1498, 309 
Lewis Street, Pagosa Springs, CO 81147 
with a copy also being e-mailed by that date 
and time to tstevens@pagosa.k12.co.us 
and eburt@pagosa.k12.co.us. Copies of the 
complete RFQ can be found on the District’s 
website at www.mypagosaschools.com in the 
“District” section, under Bids / RFPs / RFQs. 
Alternatively, specifications can be obtained 
at the District Administration Office, Monday 
- Thursday from 8a.m. -4p.m., or by sending 
an email to eburt@pagosa.k12.co.us.

REQUEST FOR QUOTE: DAIRY. The 
Archuleta School District #50 JT is accepting 
quotes for a single company to provide dis-
trict-wide dairy milk products for the school 
year 2026-27 that meet the Federal and 
State nutritional requirements. Quotes will 
be accepted until 2:00 pm, Friday August 7, 
2026, at the Archuleta School District #50 JT 
Administration Building, P.O. Box 1498, 309 
Lewis Street, Pagosa Springs, CO 81147 
with a copy also being emailed by that date 
and time to tstevens@pagosa.k12.co.us 
or eburt@pagosa.k12.co.us. Copies of the 
complete RFQ can be found on the District’s 
website at www.mypagosaschools.com in the 
“District” section, under Bids / RFPs / RFQs. 
Alternatively, specifications can be obtained 
at the District Administration Office, Monday 
- Thursday from 8am-4pm, or by sending an 
email to eburt@pagosa.k12.co.us.

MISCELLANEOUS MISCELLANEOUS

Email us at  
classads@pagosasun.com to  

submit your classified.  
PagosaSUN.com

Meet Willow!  
This sweet 3-year-old female Siamese 
is looking for a forever home! Willow is 
sweet and friendly. She would make a 
perfect addition to any family. Call the 
Humane Society at (970) 731-4771.

Start @ $97

Think Hair
Think Elizabeth

970-903-5152

Meet Shai!
This loyal 3-year-old male Plott Hound Mix is 
ready for a home! Shai takes a moment to warm 
up but when he does he is very loving! Call the 
Humane Society at (970) 731-4771

Classifieds
Classified Deadline: Tuesday 10 a.m.

org or call (877) 444-6777.
Thingamajig Theatre Company 

Presents ‘Come From Away.’ 
3 p.m., Pagosa Springs Center 
for the Arts, 2313 Eagle Drive. 
For tickets and more information, 
visit pagosacenter.org or call (970) 
731-SHOW (7469).

Monday, Aug. 3
Sunrise at Chimney Rock. 5:45 

a.m., Chimney Rock National 
Monument. This program offers 
a unique two-hour tour of the ar-
chaeological sites with a special 
emphasis on the view of the sun 
rising atop the mesa. Tickets are 
$20 for adults and $10 for kids. For 
more information and tickets, visit 
www.chimneyrockco.org or call 
(877) 444-6777.

Plant Walk. 9 a.m., Wolf Creek Pass. 
Join certified herbalist Lake Mc-
Cullough for a fun and educational 
ramble through the forest, and 
discover edible and medicinal na-
tive plants. There is a 15-person 
maximum. Reserve a space at 
(970) 398-0923.

Great House Tour. 10:30 a.m., Chim-
ney Rock National Monument. This 
family-friendly tour goes to the top 
of the mesa ridge for a 360-degree 

n continued from previous page

Preview Calendar
panoramic view of the landscape 
and a close-up of the two pinnacles 
with stops along the way to learn 
about ancient Puebloan structures. 
Tickets are $20 for adults and $10 
for kids. For more information and 
tickets, visit www.chimneyrockco.
org or call (877) 444-6777.

Senior Conversations. 1:15 p.m., 
Senior Center.

Conversational Spanish. 4-5 p.m., 

Sisson Library. Practice your 
Spanish conversation skills in a 
group setting. No minimum skill 
level required. A Sisson Library 
program.

Submit your calendar items to edi-
tor@pagosasun.com; mail them 
to The Pagosa Springs SUN, P.O. 
Box 9, Pagosa Springs, CO 81147; 
or deliver them to The SUN office 
by noon Monday.
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REQUEST FOR QUOTE: Nitrate-Free 
Uncured Hot Dogs. The Archuleta School 
District #50 JT is accepting quotes for a 
single company to provide district-wide fresh 
nitrate-free uncured hot dogs for the school 
year 2026-27 that meet the Federal and 
State nutritional requirements. Quotes will 
be accepted until 2:00 pm, Friday August 7, 
2026, at the Archuleta School District #50 JT 
Administration Building, P.O. Box 1498, 309 
Lewis Street, Pagosa Springs, CO 81147 
with a copy also being emailed by that date 
and time to eburt@pagosa.k12.co.us. Copies 
of the complete RFQ can be found on the 
District’s website at www.mypagosaschools.
com in the “District” section, under Bids / RFPs 
/ RFQs. Alternatively, specifi cations can be 
obtained at the District Administration Offi ce, 
Monday - Thursday from 8a.m. -4p.m., or by 
sending an email to eburt@pagosa.k12.co.us.

SELLERS BEWARE: Scams involving buyers 
trying to deceive sellers have have taken place 
in our community. Do not accept checks, mon-
ey orders or other payment methods for more 
than the payment price where you are asked to 
pay the overpayment to the buyer or another 
person. Consult with your fi nancial institution 
to be sure the payment method is not fake 
before you allow the item to be picked up.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
CONCERNED ABOUT ANOTHER’S DRINK-
ING? Pagosa Springs Al-anon Family Group 
meets Tuesdays 6-7p.m., Pagosa Bible 
Church. Questions? Call/ text (303)815-8569. 
www.al-anon.org.

PAGOSA AA: 315 N. 2nd Street, County Road 
200 (.2 miles off Hwy. 160). Monday, Wednes-
day, Friday 5:30p.m. Tuesday Men’s meeting 
5:30p.m.  Tuesday - Thursday, 12 noon, Friday 
Women’s meeting 11:30a.m. Saturday 10a.m. 
Sunday 10a.m. Sunday Zoom 10a.m. Zoom: 
ID 858-319-763 password 754-234.  For 
information call Kathi (970)946-1482, Ranza 
(970)903-3849 or (970)731-9774 or central 
offi ce (888)333-9649.

THERE IS A SOLUTION GROUP of Alco-
holics Anonymous meets Tuesdays, Thurs-
days, Saturdays, 5:30-6:30p.m., Pagosa 
Bible Church, 209 Harman Park Drive. Ques-
tions? Diamond: (970)264-1073. Charlotte: 
(970)903-9690. More resources: www.aa.org, 
www.aa-westerncolorado.com, (970)245-
9649, (888)333-9649 (24 hrs.).

PERSONALS
FREE. CONFIDENTIAL. HELP.  24-hour 
domestic violence and sexual assault helpline. 
(970) 264-9075.

SERVICES
ASPENGLOW LANDSCAPING/ YARD 
MAINTENANCE/ YARD CLEANUP. Mowing, 
trimming, raking and tree trimming. Tractor 
available for planting and landscaping. 
(970)946-2061.

ASPHALT PAVING AND SEAL COATING.
Driveways, parking lots, subdivisions. Local 
references, high quality, competitive rates. 
Icon Development Company, Inc. 30 -plus 
years experience. Call or text, (602)448-4936.

DECKS, HOME REPAIRS, ADDITIONS, 
PAINTING, sheetrock repair, log repair, small 
jobs. Semi -retired carpenter. Call for your 
estimate. (970)264-5743.

DRIVEWAY SEALING — 7 -year product. 
Prep, pressure wash, crack seal and touch 
up. Free estimates, local and trusted. INTE-
GRATED Home Services, LLC. Call /text, 
(970)731-3558.

FULLER HANDYMAN SERVICES — Home 
repairs. Painting, drywall, carpentry, electrical 
/plumbing fi xtures and more. Call or text Jeff 
(928)242-6756.

KITCHEN DEEP CLEANS now offered by 
Pagosa Sparkles. Group of high standard 
cleaners. Window cleaning also available. 
Text/ call KIM. (970)946-6446.

KRITTER GITTERS, SKUNK AND BAT Bust-
ers. We specialize in capturing and removing 
unwanted rodents and varmints. We don’t trap 
pigs. 50 years experience, lifetime resident. 
Dan Snow (719)849-8873.

LOCAL MOVING SERVICES. Reasonable 
and reliable. (970)946-2061.

TANKLESS /ON DEMAND WATER HEAT-
ERS. Largest inventory in the area, including 
replacement parts. Same day Installation 
and service in most cases. We are the only 
certifi ed company that extends the parts and 
labor warranty from 1 year to 5 years. water 
Heater solutions, (970)585-6513.

MISCELLANEOUS SERVICES SERVICES SERVICES SERVICES

Feel the warmthFeel the warmth

Custom installation & finish work 

Chase caps
Snow splitters

Pagosa Peak 
Custom Fireplaces
1065 W. Hwy. 160
Pagosa Springs, Colo
office and showroom:
(970) 264-2006
www.pagosafireplaces.com

Wood & Gas 
Burning 

Fireplaces 
& Stoves

Vermont Casting
Majestic Hearth 
Isokern • FMI
Enviro Pellet 

Stoves

Exterior & Interior 
Painting
Exterior Staining
Dock Staining
Drywall Texture
Drywall Repair
Roof Repairs
Fire Mitigation
Gravel Driveways

STAINING &
PAINTING LLC

Patrick Dominic
970-946-9571 432-847-6451

House Power Washing
Epoxy Garage Floor Coatings

ONE SIXTY CONCRETE WORKS
Licensed • Insured • Residential • Commercial

Serving 160 Corridor from Walsenburg, Pagosa Springs & Durango

No Job Too Big
No Job Too Small

Lino
(970) 749-2373

• Patios 
• Driveways
• Stairs
• Retaining Walls
• Decorative Concrete
• Flatwork

Check out our Quality Works One Sixty Concrete Works on

Decking floor replaced
Total deck rebuilds

Handrails 
Stairs

Call Mike today 
(970) 507-0379
35+ years experience

references

DECK SPECIALIST

970-731-0007
PagosaSpringsStorage.com

ALL SIZE UNITS AVAILABLE

Cargo Containers
RENT • RENT TO OWN • BUY

We deliver!

RENT 
TO 

OWN

Ask about our 
Storage Unit 

Specials!

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
Junk Removal | Pressure Washing | Yard Cleanup | Gutter Cleaning | Seasonal Cleanup

Foundation work • Back fill compacting
Pipe laying • Driveway prep

Sewer repair install
Concrete removal and install • Etc.

Call/Text Bill (970)880-0071

Half a Tandem Truck
Half the Tandem Cost

Local Pagosa Delivery
6.5 Tons / 10 Yards

J R Truck
970-398-6125

Call Dan • (970) 582-0006Call Dan • (970) 582-0006

FIRE & ICE

FIREWOOD
Snow Removal

New Construction
Remodeling • Houses
Garages • Barns • Decks
Licensed, insured & references
Plans drawn & submitted

Call Rick 
(970) 946-1737

New Construction
Remodeling • Houses
Garages • Barns • Decks
Insured & references
Plans drawn & submitted

Call Rick
(970) 946-1737

REMODELING
NEW ADDITIONS

COMMERCIAL
PLUMBING

Semi-retired plumber 
30+ years experience 
15+ years in Pagosa

Reasonable rates • Local references
Michael • 480-685-6191

I return all calls!
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TREE & CLEAR LLC. Tree removal, pruning 
and mitigation. Certifi ed and insured. Call 
(720)666-5761.

NEED HELP WITH A PROJECT? Moving? 
Packing and unpacking. Organizing and 
decluttering. Something else? Call Marlene, 
(719)850-3055.

STORAGE SPECIALS, ALL SIZES. We 
also deliver cargo containers. Buy, rent, rent 
to own. Pagosa Springs Storage. (970)731-
0007.

REMODELS AND HOME IMPROVEMENTS
— affordable and reliable. Bathrooms, kitch-
ens, additions, drywall, painting, landscaping, 
tile, fl ooring and more. Call (970)844-0554.

METAL ROOF MAINTENANCE- featuring 
roof screw replacement. Stop the leaks by 
changing out worn out screws with new 
screws and fresh washers. Call Arlies Chim-
ney Sweep (970)731-2543.

RICHARD DECLARK ELECTRICAL is 
available for all your electrical services from 
remodels to new construction. I have been in 
Pagosa for 15 years, no job too small or too 
large. (970)903-1456.

RIVERSTONE CARPET CLEANING. 25 
cents/sq. ft. and $3 per stair. No hidden 
charges. Owner/operator 20 years experi-
ence. Professional, trustworthy and punctual. 
100% eco-friendly. Call Mike at (970)403-
9222. Credit cards accepted with no fee. 
Hallways and closets always free.

ROOF RESCREWING, CHIMNEY CLEAN-
ING, roof repairs, dryer vent cleaning, valley 
repairs. Arlie’s Chimney Sweep. (970)731-
2543.

WE HAUL. WE WILL haul off anything but 
your marijuana or your mother- in- law. No job 
too big or too small. We also move buildings. 
We don’t haul pigs. Dan Snow (719)849-8873.

WINDOW CLEANING —RESIDENTIAL
Bonded and insured. 25 yrs. experience 
REFLECTIONS Window Cleaning. (480)892-
1999 -FREE estimates.

HELP WANTED
3R RANCH HIRING one full or part-time posi-
tion. Ranch and landscape maintenance. Must 
have own reliable transportation and valid 
driver’s license. 40 hours a week available. 
Competitive wage. (970)264-5160.

ABRACADABRA PROPERTY MANAGE-
MENT is looking for a reliable and capable 
person to work on our crew doing home 
maintenance and repairs, minor carpentry, 
and installation of crawlspace and radon 
systems. We offer a competitive hourly rate 
and mileage reimbursement. Training is avail-
able although some experience is preferred. 
Please call (970)731-3005 or email offi ce@
abracadabrapagosa.com.

ADMIN ASSISTANT: Seeking an organized 
and proactive individual to support our grow-
ing team. Profi ciency with Microsoft Offi ce 
and general computer use is necessary. 
30-35 hours /week.  Submit your resume 
to redshop@timberlineframers.com or call 
(970)585-1021.

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES. Front offi ce ad-
ministrative assistant or chair side procedural 
assistant positions available for immediate 
hire. Will train if necessary for these valuable 
positions. Flexible hours, full time or part time 
available. Great pay with room for advance-
ment. Please send your resume today to 
pdimplants@yahoo.com.

CT’S AUTOMOTIVE — Hiring Mechanics. If 
you value integrity, continuous learning (paid 
training), and professionalism, come in or 
apply online at ctsautomotiveco.com/careers.

ELI STEPHENS LANDSCAPING LLC is look-
ing for hardworking, motivated people to join 
our team. (970)946-0268, elistephensland-
scapingllc.com.

IMMEDIATE OPENING. Part-Time Front 
Desk. Healing Waters Resort & Spa is seek-
ing a friendly, dependable individual to join 
our Front Desk team. Must be available to 
work a variety of shifts between 8a.m. and 
10p.m., including weekends and holidays. 
Customer service experience a plus, but 
we’ll train the right person. Apply in person 
at 140 Hot Springs Blvd., or email resume 
to sales@pshotsprings.com. Subject: Front 
Desk Position. Apply today.

JOIN OUR TEAM. The Pagosa Springs SUN 
is looking for a friendly, people-oriented Cus-
tomer Service Representative to help serve 
our readers, subscribers, and advertising 
customers. If you enjoy working with people, 
staying organized, and being part of a local 
business that helps keep our community 
informed, we’d love to hear from you. What 
you’ll do: Greet and assist customers in per-
son, by phone, and by email, help manage 
subscriptions, classifi ed advertising and cus-
tomer accounts, assist local businesses with 
advertising inquiries, process payments and 
maintain records, support day-to-day offi ce 
operations. Support the advertising depart-
ment with account management activity that’s 
associated with customers running ads in The 
SUN, PREVIEW, special publications and on 
our digital platforms. What we’re looking for: 
A positive attitude and strong communication 
skills, dependability and attention to detail, 
basic computer skills, ability to juggle multiple 
tasks in a busy offi ce, customer service experi-
ence is a plus, but we’re willing to train the right 
person. This position is required to work at our 
offi ce at 457 Lewis Street, Pagosa Springs. 
Hours: 8a.m. to 5p.m. Monday through Friday. 
Compensation range /benefi ts: $18-20 /hour 
depending on experience level. Eligible for 
medical, dental and vision benefi ts on the 1st 
of the month after 30 days of employment. 
Eligible to enroll in the company’s 401(k) 
retirement savings on the 1st of the month 
after 90 days. 16 days of PTO plus 4-5 paid 
holidays. Opportunity for advancement and 
career growth within the company. This is a 
great opportunity to work with a dedicated 
team and be part of a newspaper that has 
been serving Pagosa Springs and Archuleta 
County since 1909. To apply, send your 
resume and a brief note about yourself to 
shari@pagosasun.com.

JONES MECHANICAL. EXPERIENCE 
PREFERRED but will train right person. Ex-
cellent opportunity to learn the HVAC trade. 
(970)731-3046.

LIKE GUNS OR GUITARS? Come sell them 
for us. The San Juan Trading Post is looking 
for a sales person. Computer literacy and 
ability to lift 45 lbs. is required. Starting at 
$18/ hour, full or part -time. Stop by in person 
at 635 San Juan St.

LINE COOK POSITION OPEN. The Keyah 
Grande Guest House is hiring a part -time 
line cook ($20 /hour) for our new fi ne dining 
restaurant. Experience preferred. Email your 
resume and references to theguesthouse@
keyahgrande.com.

MECHANICS NEEDED IN DULCE. Up to $40 
an hour to start, plenty of work. Call Jacob, 
(970)585-4508.

NATURAL GROCERS IS HIRING CA-
SHIERS. Pagosa Springs location. $18.00 /
hour starting pay. We offer unique perks and 
great benefi ts. Text GROW to (720)573-2153 
to apply today.

NORTH PAGOSA MARATHON is hiring a 
full-time cashier nights and weekends. Com-
petitive wages. Please apply in person at 30 
N. Pagosa Blvd.

NOW HIRING:Part -time restaurant staff at 
Keyah Grande. Beyond the Gates at The 
Keyah Grande Guest House is seeking 
dependable and friendly team members to 
join our restaurant staff. Part-time position 
available Friday and Saturday evenings, 
and Sunday mornings. Duties include guest 
service, maintaining a clean and welcoming 
environment, assisting with restaurant oper-
ations, and providing an exceptional dining 
experience. Pay: $14.42 /hour plus tips. To 
apply, please send your resume to theguest-
house@keyahgrande.com.

OUR SAVIOR LUTHERAN PRESCHOOL is 
looking to hire an afternoon aid for the 2026 
/2027 school year. Please contract Director 
Molly Sprowle for details (970)398-0064.

OWNERS, THERE IS A LONG TERM RENT-
AL SHORTAGE IN PAGOSA SPRINGS. We 
have a waiting list for approved tenants. Need 
all types of rentals. Call us today for lowest 
commission and highest customer service. 
All you have to do is wait for your rent check 
to come in. We do the rest! Rocky Mountain 
Realty & Rentals (970)507-1192.

Pagosa Lakes Property Owners Association is 
looking for a high-energy, community-minded 
Recreation Program Coordinator to help bring 
our adult and youth programs to life. If you 
love working with people, enjoy creating fun 
and meaningful activities, and want to make 
a real impact in our community, this role is for 
you. This full-time position is hands-on and 
fast-paced—planning and running daily activi-
ties, organizing special events, and supporting 
the development, supervision, marketing, and 
promotion of programs for residents of all 
ages. We’re looking for someone who brings 
creativity, enthusiasm, and a passion for build-
ing a vibrant recreation experience. Starting 
pay is $24 per hour, and the position includes 
full benefi ts. For the right candidate, part -time 
employment may also be considered. Drop off 
your resume at: PLPOA Recreation Center, 45 
Eagles Loft Circle. Or email your resume to: 
ryan@plpoa.com.

PAGOSA LIQUOR IS HIRING a full-time 
cashier. Please come and apply in person at 
30 N. Pagosa Blvd.

PAGOSA THERAPEUTICS and The Green 
House are looking for friendly and enthusias-
tic people who are eager to help customers 
navigate the wide world of cannabis. We offer 
sales bonuses, product sampling, employee 
discounts,  paid sick leave, and comprehen-
sive on-site training. Must be 21 years of age. 
A Marijuana Enforcement Division badge is 
required, when hired. E-mail your resume to 
employment@jandjinc.net or check us out on 
Indeed.com.

PHYSICAL THERAPY TECH. Rocky Moun-
tain Physical Therapy has an opening for a full 
time Physical Therapy Tech. We are looking 
for a dependable, energetic multitasker who 
will enjoy helping people recover to join our 
team. No prior experience necessary.  Ben-
efi ts include paid holidays, paid sick leave, 
and 401 k plan. Please submit resume to 
RMPT 117 Navajo Trail Dr. Ste T or email to 
rockymountainpt@yahoo.com.

SEEKING PART -TIME HELP. For land-
scaping, experience helpful. Must have valid 
drivers license and transportation. Contact 
Eric. (970)946-2061.

SERVICES SERVICES SERVICES HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

#1 in Painting 
Interior & exterior 
Staining & more

35 years in Pagosa Springs

Call Gary 
(970) 398-9223

Just

DECKS!
• Large or small
• Redwood, cedar, Trex or treated lumber
• Custom rails & stairs
• Hidden fasteners available
• Design & estimates free
• 30 years experience
Call Glenn (970) 903-1250

Now
scheduling!

• Landscaping - all phases
• Planting trees, shrubs, etc.
• Drainage problems solved
• Driveways maintained
• Construction, decks, patios, sheds, more

Westward Inc.
Call (405) 306-9496
Pagosa Springs contractor

FREE
Estimates

Landscaping  
& Tractor Work

High Meadows Properties, LLC
Call today (970) 403-2263

Additions 
Remodeling
Maintenance

Blueprints
Have your plans drawn now.

Don’t wait! 
Be ready to start your house, 
barn, garage or deck on time.

Call Rick 
946-1737

PAINTING
Exterior & Interior 

Staining 
& Painting

35 years experience

Call Rick
(970) 946-1737

CUSTOM
HOMES Pagosa SPARKLES

Detail Oriented, Trustworthy
& Reliable Cleaners

For All Your Housekeeping 
& Window Cleaning Needs

Text/call Kim  (970) 946-6446

Kitchen Deep  Cleaning 
Now Offered!

The Water 
Runner
Certified Bulk Potable Water Delivery

Cistern Deep Cleaning
(970) 731-5022

Chadd Carnley, owner

You call,
we haul!
Since 1999
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SEEKING PART -TIME HELP. For land-
scaping, experience helpful. Must have valid 
drivers license and transportation. Contact 
Eric. (970)946-2061.

REQUEST FULL -TIME CAREGIVER. Hi, 
my name is Michael Shields. I am 47 and a 
spinal cord injury survivor. Looking for care-
giver available 7 days a week. Background 
in medical: RNA, CNA or prior caregiving. 
Includes getting dressed, undressed, lifted 
into wheelchair, position back in bed, light 
cooking, feeding, grooming, toiletry, etc. 
Looking for somebody fl exible, compassionate 
and RELIABLE. 965 Cloud Cap Ave., Pagosa 
Springs, Colorado, 81147. Jesus drastically 
changed my life and if this sounds like an 
answer to prayer and a paid position you 
would be interested in, please contact me at 
(623)606-1986 for more info.

SANCTUARY WANTS HELP, PLEASE. 4200 
County Road 551, Pagosa. Paperwork listing 
receipts, cleaning Sanctuary, fence repair, trim 
and cut trees, wood removal, outside work, 
plumbing, help refi nishing trailer. Salary plus 
use of our healing equipment and free energy 
CDs. Susan, (970)264-2592, recorder does 
not work on this line, or call Tony, (970)403-
4228. A happy place to work.

YOUTH ADVOCATE WANTED — Rise Above 
Violence seeks a compassionate, dedicated 
Youth Advocate to provide outreach, educa-
tion, and support services to youth victims 
/survivors of dating and sexual violence, 
including teaching violence prevention pro-
gramming for grades preK-12. Teaching or 
youth engagement experience preferred. Part 
-time, 24 hrs /week (Aug -May), including on 
-call crisis intervention shifts. Salary based on 
experience, benefi ts included.  Send resume 
to carmen@riseaboveviolence.org.  Apply 
today and join a team passionate about ending 
violence in Pagosa Springs.

AUTOS
2005 PRIUS — Average 49 MPG /230K 
miles. New touch screen and hybrid battery 
with 3year /60K transferable warranty. Runs 
/handles well, 4 good tires, $2795. Original 
owner, (952)818-4959.

2018 CHEVROLET SPARK, manual trans-
mission, excellent condition, no accidents, low 
mileage, located in Pagosa Springs. $8000. 
Call or text, (623)512-3397.

GUARANTEED CREDIT APPROVAL! 4X4 
Auto Sales, 21698 Hwy. 160 West, Durango. 
(970)385-7940.

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY 
SMALL CRANE BUSINESS FOR SALE.
National Crane truck, business, client list, and 
all attachments come with business. Inquire 
at (970)903-2381.

FOR SALE
2008 OUTBACKER CAMP TRAILER, great 
condition. Fully loaded, $11,000. Rototiller, 
$350, 10 hours. Three saddles, $500, $250, 
$100. Call Gary, (970)398-9223.

9.9HP MERCURY OUTBOARD MOTOR, low 
hours, two stroke, $600. Husqvarna chainsaw 
440, $80. Stihl chainsaw 029, $100. 24’ exten-
sion ladder, $80. 8’ step ladder, $25. Cub Ca-
det grass trimmer, gas, $50. (970)946-6242.

ASPEN FIREWOOD — SPLIT. Picked up 
$250, delivered $300. (970)317-3837.

AUTOMOTIVE TOOLS; engine hoist, new; 
wheel dollies; jack stands. (970)946-1544.

DO YOU BURN FIREWOOD? It’s time to get 
stocked up. Get a HUGE dump truck load split 
and delivered for $550. Pine mix. Contact Dan 
with FIRE&ICE at (970)582-0006.

DRY FIREWOOD- PINE. Pick up $255 a cord. 
Delivery available. Call for prices. Bayfi eld. 
Gabe (970)403-2784.

DRY, SEASONED DOUGLAS FIR and aspen 
for sale. Ryan Whitlow (970)585-4578.

FIREWOOD DELIVERED, Doug Fir/pine mix, 
$250 per cord, $1400 for 6 cords. Call Kathie 
(303)358-6218.

FOUR TIRES. Bridgestone Dueler AT, 225 
/70R /18, off new car, $800. (970)946-1544.

HEALTH EQUIPMENT. 2 air concentrators, 
Phillips and OxLife, with charging cords and 
manuals, offer price. Wheelchair in good 
shape, $45. (970)946-1544.

PAGOSA’S BEST FIREWOOD. Pine, split. 
Picked up $220, delivered $250. (970)317-
3837.

RIDING LAWN MOWER. Husqvarna 2246LS, 
$500. (970)946-1544.

SELL OR TRADE YOUR GUNS. We buy for 
cash or trade it. No hassle. Licensed, bonded, 
insured. San Juan Trading Post, 635 San Juan 
St. (970)731-PAWN (7296).

SELLERS BEWARE: Scams involving buyers 
trying to deceive sellers have have taken place 
in our community. Do not accept checks, 
money orders or other payment methods for 
more than the payment price where you are 
asked to pay the overpayment to the buyer or 
another person. Consult with your fi nancial in-
stitution to be sure the payment method is not 
fake before you allow the item to be picked up.

PETS
3 FEMALE PUPPIES. 8 weeks old. Beautiful 
Pomski /St. Bernards need a loving home. 
$300. Vaccines and worming included. Kim, 
(970)946-0082.

ADOPT FROM THE Humane Society. Stop 
by or call (970)731-4771. You’ll be amazed 
at what we have to offer, www.PagosaHu-
mane.org.

RECREATIONAL VEHICLES
2020 HONDA SHADOW 750. Fresh oil 
change, only a few miles on the tires. Super 
clean. 6200 mi. Cobra exhaust, fuel tuner and 
air intake.   Custom leather seat. New Shinko 
tires. LED Rear indicator. Clean title in hand. 
$5700. Please text Aaron at (719)581-0289.

YARD SALES
240 ANTELOPE. 7:30a.m. -2p.m. Friday /
Saturday. 2 family. Kitchen hdwr, bedding, 
pet supplies /kennels, nice clothing for men 
/women’s Cabi, Christmas items /garland /
wreaths. Don’t miss yearly sale.

77 NAVAJO CIRCLE. Amazing Grace Church. 
Folding tables, chairs, home -school curric-
ulum, many children’s books, bookshelves, 
Christian books, fi rewood, refrigerator, stove, 
freezer and more. All items sold by donation. 
Saturday, July 25, 9a.m. -12p.m.

GARAGE SALE. SATURDAY AND SUNDAY.
9a.m. -4p.m, 314 Beaver Circle. Variety of 
things, power tools, electric wiring and more.

MULTI -FAMILY GARAGE SALE. 33 E. Nebo 
Ct., Friday -Saturday, 8a.m. -2p.m. July 24 and 
July 25 . Collectors dream. Tools, household, 
furniture, Won’t last. No junk.

 THE BIZARRE BAZAAR. Sunday, July 
26, 9a.m. -1p.m., 77 Golden Pond Place. 
Featuring jewelry, clothing, furniture, novel-
ties, art, crystals, costumes, spiritual /Native 
American items, readings, refreshments. 
(970)510-0309.

YARD SALE at 18710 US Hwy 160 lot #3 
Chimney Rock on Saturday 25 -Sunday 26 
from 10a.m.-5p.m. Bicycle, household stuff 
and more.

COMMERCIAL BUILDINGS FOR LEASE.
1501 W. Hwy 160 #1 and #2. (970)398-5290.

COMMERCIAL KITCHEN AND BAR for rent 
or lease. The Colorado Garden Company. 
Great for wine /cheese /beer /tapas. Great 
space in garden nursery. Ice cream trailer for 
rent in addition. Text (970)398-0518.

DOWNTOWN OFFICE AVAILABLE. Lib-
erty Theatre building. Main Street access, 
parking, AC, fi ber Internet, Eastern Range 
and river views, keyless entry. Call Anna, 
(970)398-1271.

DOWNTOWN OFFICE Upstairs, $400/ month 
including utilities, Internet and shared kitchen. 
No smokers. No pets. (970)946-2728.

LARGE COMMERCIAL -INDUSTRIAL LOTS
in Cloman Park- 1.12 and 1.27 acre lots zoned 
industrial. Ideal for contractors, storage, etc. 
Utilities located in the street. Tenant to verify 
end use with Archuleta County. Call Team 
Pagosa (970)731-8599.

NEW BUILD WAREHOUSES /WORKSHOPS
available to rent. Cloman Park. Rowfmanage-
ment.com. Contact: (720)470-2653.

PAGOSA VALLEY PROPERTIES: Offering 
“Aspen Plaza ProSuites” These are Profes-
sional Offi ce Suites available for Long Term 
rental from 135 SF to 205 SF, priced from 
$465-$669/ month. Also, Large Conference/ 
Event Room Available. Call (970)889-2022 for 
more information.

PRIME LOCATION in Pagosa Springs in 
the City Market plaza area. Newly renovated 
200 ft. office space. Includes bathroom, 
electric, trash, water, sewer. $700 /month. 
(970)426-5787.

RETAIL SPACE AVAILABLE in prime down-
town location, main street frontage. Call Anna, 
(970)398-1271.

VACATION RENTALS
OWNERS, WE ARE BOOKED UP AND 
NEED MORE VACATION RENTAL PROP-
ERTIES! Call us today for lowest commission 
and highest customer service. All you have to 
do is wait for your rent check to come in. We 
do the rest! Rocky Mountain Realty & Rentals 
(970)507-1192.

RESIDENTIAL RENTALS
2 BEDROOM, 2 BATH fully furnished home 
on 37 -acre horse property. No smoking. 2 
-car garage, well, yard, hot tub, fenced dog 
yard and large green house. $2500. Roping 
arena, barns and livestock corrals. $1500. 7 
miles from Pagosa. (970)398-0303.

2 BEDROOM, 2 BATH, 1 Garage “Tree-
house.” Views. Nice landlady. No drugs or 
smoking. Available September 1. $2000. plus 
utilities. Text /call Linda (928)202-6300.

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED AUTOS FOR SALE COMMERCIAL FOR RENT

Terry’s ACE HARDWARE  
525 Navajo Trail Dr., PS, CO 81147

We are looking for reliable, motivated additions to our team!

CASHIER - Starting at $18/hr DOE, 40 hr/week

DELIVERY - Starting at $18/hr DOE, 40 hr/week

Apply in person. 
Applications 
available on 
www.terrysace.com

Weekends and holidays required. Benefits include discounts, paid time off, sick pay, profit sharing and more!

NOW HIRING – 
CDL DRIVER

$26.00–$29.00/hr DOE
$500 SIGN-ON BONUS

$250 at hire • $250 after 6 months

Full-time, year-round position. 
Must possess a valid CDL, 

safe driving record, 
and strong work ethic.

Apply today at 
250 Industrial Circle, 
Pagosa Springs, CO!

Email us at 
classads@pagosasun.com 
to submit your classifi ed. 

PagosaSUN.com

JEEP COLLECTOR  
American General 

1972 Vietnam Era Jeep 
Comes with “NOS”, Hood, Top, Seat 

Cushions, Gas Tank, Licensed. 
$15,000  

(850) 585-5718
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3 BEDROOM, 2 BATH for lease. Enjoy stun-
ning creek, canyon, pasture, and mountain 
views, including V-Rock and the San Juan 
Mountains. Situated on a private 35-acre 
retreat bordering National Forest, this prop-
erty offers a private lake for paddleboarding, 
direct access to hiking and outdoor recreation, 
horse pasture potential, pet -friendly living 
(with approval), barn and storage use, and 
a large garage/RV garage with space for 
up to 5 –6 vehicles, RVs, or trailers. Perfect 
for an outdoor lifestyle in a quiet, retreat-like 
setting. $3,500–$6,500/month depending on 
included amenities and storage needs. Text 
(970)398-0518.

3 BEDROOM, 2 BATH, fenced yard, 1 -car 
garage, on Lake Hatcher, close to national 
forest. $2400 monthly. Call (970)946-4906.

3 BEDROOM//2 BATH HOUSE for rent. 1 
car garage, fenced yard. New fl ooring and 
exterior /interior paint. Minutes from City Mar-
ket, hospital, amenities. Pets negotiable with 
additional deposit. $2600 /month. Available 
August. Call or text (307)749-5610 for details.

BASEMENT STUDIO APARTMENT. Down-
town, river view /walk, furnished. $1200 rent, 
$1000 deposit. Utilities included. No smokers, 
no pets.  (970)264-6797.

BRIGHT, SUNNY, NEWLY REPAINTED 3 
bedroom, 2 1/2 bath unit with attached garage, 
2 outdoor parking spaces, sundeck and fi re-
place in downtown. Utilities included except 
for internet (water, sewer, electric, gas, trash 
pick up). Background check and credit report 
required. All appliances except washer and 
dryer. No smoking, pets upon approval. $2650 
per month. (318)347-6100 or (682)706-6012.

FURNISHED 3 BEDROOM, 2 BATH, 2 CAR 
GARAGE TOWNHOME. $2800 PER MONTH. 
Team Pagosa, (970)731-8599 or teampagosa.
com. Available 8/1/26.

FURNISHED 3 BEDROOM, 3 BATH home 
across from Lake Pagosa. $2900 per month. 
Available 7/15/26. Team Pagosa, (970)731-
8599 or teampagosa.com.

FURNISHED HOME ON LAKE FOREST.
Available from August 17th through April 
30, 2027. Pets allowed with $25 per month 
pet rent. $3,500 per month. Team Pagosa, 
(970)731-8599 or teampagosa.com.

LOCATED IN DESIRABLE PAGOSA LAKES
subdivision, 3 bedroom, 1 bath in fourplex, 
5 minute walk to lake, spacious 1200 sq. ft. 
newly updated with vinyl plank fl ooring and 
freshly painted throughtout. Washer and 
dryer included. No pets allowed. $1495. For 
more details call Lee, (970)946-3856, or John, 
(303)881-1407.

LONG TERM RENTALS AVAILABLE. Call 
Team Pagosa (970)731-8599, 117 Navajo 
Trail Dr., pagosaspringsrealty.com.

NEWLY CONSTRUCTED 3 BEDROOM, 
2 BATH unit in downtown. Fireplace, small 
patio, community area with picnic table. All 
utilities included except internet (water, sewer, 
electric, gas, trash pick up and snow removal). 
All appliances included. 2 parking spaces. 
Background check and credit report required. 
Pets upon approval, no smoking. $2100 per 
month. Available July 15. (318)347-6100 or 
(682)706-6012.

PARTIALLY FURNISHED 2 BEDROOM, 1 
bath, 1 car garage home. Downtown Pagosa. 
Huge yard and views. $1950 per month. Avail-
able 8/8/26. Team Pagosa, (970)731-8599 or 
teampagosa.com.

RV SINGLE SPOT FOR RENT. Hilltop loca-
tion one mile south of hospital, 5 acres, end 
of cul de sac, view, quiet, septic, city water, 
30 amp electric, $800. Burt, (619)992-9100.

SHERPA REAL ESTATE is now managing 
long-term rentals. Clear communication from 
a name you already trust. Ready to rent your 
home? Call now to get started (970)444-2570. 
Visit our website https://www.sherpareales-
tate.com/rentals or stop by one of our two 
locations.

SPACIOUS 2 BEDROOM APARTMENT in 
downtown with beautiful views. Rent $1252. 
Large fl oor plan, affordable living through 
tax credit program. Income and eligibility 
requirements apply. hickoryridge@pagosa-
creek.com.

TINY STUDIO APARTMENT. Utilities paid ex-
cept Internet. Unfurnished, laundry available. 
$700 per month. Team Pagosa, (970)731-
8599 or teampagosa.com. Available now.

TRINITY APARTMENTS. Units available. 2 
bedroom, 1-1/4 bath unit, $1500 per month. 2 
bedroom, 1 bath unit, $1350 per month. Both 
units include washer, dryer, utilities. Please 
call (970)946-7190 for an application.

UNFURNISHED 2 BEDROOM,  1 bath condo. 
$1400 per month. Team Pagosa, (970)731-
8599 or teampagosa.com. Available 8/7/26.

UNFURNISHED 3 BEDROOM, 2 BATH
2 car garage home in nice neighborhood. 
Water paid. $3300 per month. Available 
8/15/26. Team Pagosa, (970)731-8599 or 
teampagosa.com.

UNFURNISHED LOFT BEDROOM CONDO.
$1550 per month. Available 9/1/26. Team 
Pagosa, (970)731-8599 or teampagosa.com.

APARTMENT/CONDO 
FOR SALE

2 BEDROOM, 1-1/2 BATH, WESTWIND I.
New granite kitchen countertop, fi rst fl oor 
new windows, new hot water tank, mountain 
views. $277,900. Call or text (970)844-4929.

COMMERCIAL
OWN IT. Live, work, play. 17 cabins, 33 
RV spaces, 10 single level rooms motel, 4 
apartments, leased 1200 square feet retail 
building, 4.29 acres. City sewer, 2 wells. Wen 
Saunders (970)903-0038. Keller Williams 
Realty Southwest Associates.

HOMES FOR SALE

558 S 7TH, Near Seeds of Learning, 4 bed-
room, 2 bath, 2 car garage, full basement. 
$350,000. Joe Lister, Jr., (970)946-5019.

CABIN OPTIONS. Bedroom, bath, electric, 
water and septic systems, RV barn, $174,900. 
Bedroom, bath, off-grid, septic and water 
systems, $149,900. Wen Saunders (970)903-
0038. Keller Williams Realty Southwest 
Associates.

OPEN HOUSES
OPEN HOUSE. Saturday, 7/25, 10a.m.-1p.m., 
1288 Cloud Cap Avenue #3. Unique detached 
condo, fully -furnished, turn -key. Listed by 
Sherpa Real Estate. Refreshments provided.

OPEN HOUSE. Saturday, July 25th from 
noon-3p.m. 1135 Park Ave #203. Turn-key, 
bring buyers. Anita Bowles, Sherpa Real 
Estate, (512)214-7923.

LAND/ BUILDING SITES
MOUNTAIN VIEWS, MEADOWS. Unique 
high elevation and complete privacy. 5.6 acres 
bordering national forest, (970)769-3588 
blancoretreat@gmail.com. $450K.

EXCEPTIONAL DOWNTOWN BUILDING 
LOTS and development potential. River, huge 
divide views, location. Nothing like it. Call 
(970)398-9136, or builder7@fastmail.com.

FSBO 1000SF fi nished barn w /loft 2 acres 
$279K, propane, wood stove, septic, cistern, 
electric. Aspen Springs #5. (970)946-5015.

NATIONAL FOREST ACCESS: 3.63 wooded 
acres, city water (Monterosa) ($200s). 1/4 
acre backs golf course (Caddy) ($40s). RV 
mountain views parcels: 1.43 acres, (Alcazar) 
$51,950, 2.5 acres (Waynes) $29,995, 1 acre 
(Rockpoint) $32,400, 1 acre, barn (Hurt) 
$55,000. Wen Saunders (970)903-0038. 
Keller Williams Realty Southwest Associates.

SELLER FINANCE!  1/4 acre, city water /
sewer, electric: (Paradise), (Lake) $30s, 
(Paradise) $40s. Sandlewood $19,995. Off 
grid 2.37 acres $49,995. On grid 2 acres 
$54,995. Interested in selling land or home? 
Call Wen Saunders (970)903-0038. Keller 
Williams Realty Southwest Associates.

WOLF CREEK SKI AREA CONVENIENCE.
SOUTH FORK, COLORADO: Invest now. 
Available water, sewer, electric, views, on 
paved roads: 1/3 acre golf course lot (Green-
side) $40s, 2.28 acres, mountain views (Vista 
de Verde) ($100s). Wen Saunders (970)903-
0038. Keller Williams Realty Southwest 
Associates.

RESIDENTIAL RENTALS RESIDENTIAL RENTALS RESIDENTIAL RENTALS HOMES FOR SALE HOMES FOR SALE

Call Marcie Lewis 
(970) 759-8672

Buying or Selling?
REAL ESTATE SERVICES

MarcieLewis.com

970-946-3856
ISellPagosa.com

leeriley@isellpagosa.com

I SELL PAGOSA!

Jann C Pitcher Real Estate 
2261 Eagle Dr., Pagosa Springs, CO 81147

Serving Pagosa 
Families for 37 years.

LEE RILEY 
TWICE CHOSEN 

LOCAL REALTOR™ OF THE YEAR

ArchieArchie

All real estate advertised in this newspaper is
subject to the Federal Fair Housing act of 1968
which makes it illegal to advertise "any preference,
limitation or discrimination based on race, color,
religion, or national origin, or an intention, to make
such preference, limitation or discrimination."

This newspaper will not knowingly accept any
advertising for real estate which is in violation of
the law. Our readers are hereby informed that all
dwellings advertised in this newspaper are avail-
able on an equal opportunity basis.

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

Place your classified ad online!
Go to: PagosaSUN.com >> Shop Local 

>> Place Your Classified Ad
All classified line ads appear on PagosaSUN.com  Regular categories deadline: Tues., 10 a.m.

Holidays will have alternate deadlines.




