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By Derek Kutzer
Staff Writer

At an Aug. 24 joint meeting, the
Archuleta Board of County Commis-
sioners (BoCC) and Pagosa Springs
Town Council received an update on
the Colorado Department of Trans-
portation’s (CDOT’s) downtown road
reconstruction project.

Meredith Greene, a public infor-
mation manager on the project,
was on hand to inform the elected

By Randi Pierce
Staff Writer

Colorado U.S. Sen. Michael Bennet
is seeking an immediate investigation
into the Trump administration, alleg-
ing the administration used federal
agencies, grants and personnel to carry
out the president’s political vendetta

Photo courtesy Colorado Department of Transportation
Crews work to finish concrete tie-ins from the sidewalk to the overlook parking lot.

against Colorado.

In an Aug. 20 letter, Bennet calls on
Senate Majority Leader John Thune
(R-S.D.) and Senate Democratic Leader
Chuck Schumer (D-NY.) to launch an

CSU Extension director discusses
fire recovery resources with BoCC

By Clayton Chaney
Staff Writer

During a regular work session on
Tuesday, Aug. 25, the Archuleta
County Board of County Commis-
sioners (BoCC) heard from Colorado
State University (CSU) Extension
Director Cindi Galabota about what
her office is doing to provide recovery
resources for those affected by the
recent Rio Blanco Fire.

Galabota explained that she’s
been working with the county’s pub-
lic health department, along with
the San Juan Conservation District,
in discussing what resources and
recovery efforts the CSU Extension
office could offer.

She noted that a survey was sent
out to residents and that the survey
was directed toward the Rio Blanco
Fire, “but it’s really for anyone who
may need resources.”

She explained that the survey
asked about exterior home repair,
interior smoke damage, repairs to
fences and out buildings, soil ero-
sion control, vegetation landscap-
ing, wells, septic, and drinking water
concerns.

“Those are kind of the big catego-
ries we've asked with that survey,”
she said, noting the survey also
asked about potential mental health
resources and insurance needs.

Galabota also explained that she
heard a presentation from U.S. Forest

Service (USFS) District Ranger Josh
Peck about the conditions of the fire.

Galabota clarified that she was not
speaking directly for Peck, “but one
of the main things I got out of it, is
because of the way they handled the
fire, the soil isn’t as damaged as they
thought it could be.”

She noted that some areas burned
hotter than others.

“That was important to me be-
cause soil erosion can be a big issue,’
Galabota said, explaining fires can
cause hydrophobic soils “where the
water’s not going anywhere, causing
significant flooding.”

She also indicated that there are
various sources of potential grant
funds for recovery efforts, but that she
is waiting on feedback from the com-
munity to see what specific resources
are needed.

Commissioner John Ranson com-
mended Galabota’s work during the
evacuations caused by the Rio Blanco
Fire, saying that “returning home
was big”

Ranson also noted that the CSU
Extension office was able to provide
resources for evacuees while the
county’s fair was also taking place.

“Something good always comes
out of something bad,” Ranson said,
explaining that people are now
looking closer at how to make their
homes safer.

Galabotamentioned she felt more
M See Recovery A6
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Middle schoolers at Pagosa Peak Open School prepare for class to start with project-based learning
advisor Kelle Bruno on Monday, Aug. 24, in one of the school’s renovated middle school spaces.
Students at the charter school returned to class on Aug. 17.

School district prepares for new academic year

By Randi Pierce
Staff Writer

Next week, the bulk of Archuleta School District
(ASD) students will head back to their classrooms
for the new academic year, which will run until the
end of May.

“We look forward to a great year of learning,
growth, and engagement for every student,” ASD
Superintendent Rick Holt states in the district’s
August newsletter.

This year, the district will see familiar faces in new
places, new faces and changes in how it looks at
absenteeism and artificial intelligence (AI).

“This year, our work will center on three strategic
priorities: Academic Excellence, Exceptional Teach-
ing, and Student Engagement,” Holt announced in
the district’s August newsletter. “We are also focusing
on two important districtwide initiatives: improving
student attendance and thoughtfully integrating Al
into teaching and learning.”

Pagosa Springs
Elementary School

Pagosa Springs Elementary School will continue
to be led by Principal Kelly Vining and Assistant

Principal Nicolle Looper.

“As we begin the 2026-2027 school year, Pagosa
Springs Elementary School is celebrating the strong
foundation we have built together,” Vining wrote in
an email to The SUN. “Our students continue to dem-
onstrate meaningful academic growth, reflecting the
dedication of our teachers, staff, and families. This
year, we are building on that momentum through
consistent, high-quality programming and instruc-
tion across our school.

“Just as importantly, we remain committed to
creating a culture where every student feels known,
valued, and that they truly belong. We believe that
when students feel safe, connected, and supported,
they are better prepared to learn, grow, and thrive.
We look forward to another year of learning, growth,
and partnership as we continue working together
to make PSES a place where every child and family
member can say, ‘I belong here.”

This year, the school will implement a new lan-
guage arts curriculum, Core Knowledge Language
Arts (CKLA).

In a presentation to the school board last spring,
Vining highlighted the move will give the district
consistent curriculum from kindergarten through
M See School A6

Local officials hear
update on U.S. 160
reconstruction project

officials on the status of the U.S. 160
project, with an emphasis on wrap-
ping up the two-year project.

The project is slated to be com-
pleted by December of this year,
with only minimal work, “wrapping
up odds-and-ends,” such as restrip-
ing the road, extending into 2027,
Greene said.

“The only big lift that we have left
is around the 1st Street intersection,”
she added, and this would be done
M See Update A8

Bennet calls for
investigation into federal
treatment of Colorado

investigation into the matter, which
includes, in part, the denial of disaster
funding for Southwestern Colorado,
including Archuleta County.

“The call for the Senate to investi-
gate the role the Departments of
Agriculture, Energy, Interior and Trans-
portation as well as the Office of Man-
agement and Budget played follows
new evidence that the White House
coordinated efforts to punish Colorado
and its residents in an effort to secure
Tina Peters’ release,” a press release
M See Investigation A8

Commissioner
proposes
shutting

down access
to Country
Center Drive

By Derek Kutzer
Staff Writer

At an Aug. 24 joint meeting, the
Archuleta County Board of County
Commissioners (BoCC) and Pagosa
Springs Town Council discussed on-
going negotiations between private
businesses to fix pothole problems on
Country Center Drive, which serves
access to the shopping center that
includes City Market.

Theroad is a private drive, outside
the jurisdiction of either the town or
county, and it’s up to the private busi-
ness owners to maintain the road for
their customers.

Pagosa Springs Town Manager
David Harris delivered the bad news
that City Market’s Miles Pearson, who
represents the largest commercial
interest on the road, would not be
attending the meeting.

Atthe April 27 joint meeting, Pear-
son had told the boards thathe would
be working on an agreement between
the various business owners to fix the
potholes, saying he would have an
update at the next meeting.

At that meeting, Pearson stated
that it was “in the best interest” of all
the businesses to hash out a “shared
maintenance agreement” for the
road.

Pearson explained that, from what
he could tell, at that time, “not much
progress” had been made toward
forging an agreement.

“It’s tough to get a bunch of prop-
erty owners to agree” on something
like this, he noted, but added that
Kroger-owned City Market is dedi-
cated to “getting an agreement done.”

At that April meeting, Commis-
sioner Warren Brown proposed
shutting access to the road down,
M See Drive A7
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Our VIEW

Have a great school year

Summer flew by, and another school
year is already upon us, with the majority
of Archuleta County’s students set to return
to classrooms on Monday, Aug. 31.

The new school year brings with it ex-
citement, a fresh start and so much op-
portunity.

We wish all of the students, educators,
administrators, other school officials and
parents/guardians a happy, successful school
year full of growth, adventure and learning.

We can’t wait to see the successes of the
students and staff, and to report to on a few
of the many highlights we know will come.

We also wish everyone a safe school year
and, as usual, we'd like to offer a few safety
reminders.

Following are safety tips from the Ameri-
can Red Cross that can help our students
have a safe year (some of the tips can help
us to be safer pedestrians, too).

If your student is younger or going to
school for the first time, teach them:

¢ Their phone number, address, how to
get in touch with their parents at work, how
to get in touch with another trusted adult
and how to dial 911.

« Not to talk to strangers or acceptrides

Ifyour child walks to school, teach them
to:

e Walk on the sidewalk. If no sidewalk is
available, walk facing traffic.

o Stop and look left, right and left again
to see if cars are coming.

o Cross the street at the corner, obey
traffic signals and stay in the crosswalk (
and, in our case, ensure they know where
they can and cannot safely walk with the
ongoing construction).

« Never run out into the street or cross
between parked cars.

If your student takes the bus to school,
teach them to:

o Get to their bus stop early and stand
away from the curb while waiting for the
bus to arrive.

¢ Board the bus only after it has come to
acomplete stop and the driver or attendant
has instructed them to get on. And teach
them to only board their bus, never an
alternate one.

o Stay in clear view of the bus driver and
never walk behind the bus.

Ifyour studentrides their bike to school,
teach them to:

o Always wear a helmet.

Ashley Cassidy, classads@pagosasun.com
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from someone they don’t know. e Ride on therightin the same direction

LLOOKING BACK

as the traffic is going.

If you drive your child to school, teach
them to:

» Always wear a seat belt. Younger chil-
dren should use car seats or booster seats
until the lap-shoulder belt fits properly.

Ifyou have a teenager driving to school,
make sure they:

« Use seat belts.

e Don'’t use their cellphone to text or
make calls, and avoid eating or drinking
while driving.

Drivers should remember to slow down,
and remember:

« Yellow flashing lights indicate the bus
is getting ready to stop — slow down and
be prepared to stop.

« Red flashing lights and an extended
stop sign indicate the bus is stopped and
children are getting on or off.

And, as areminder, motorists must stop
when they are behind a bus, meeting the
bus or approaching an intersection where
a bus is stopped. Do not proceed until all
the children have reached a place of safety.

We wish all those in our education com-
munity a wonderful, educational, fun and
safe school year.

Randi Pierce

From the Aug. 27,
1987, Pagosa SUN
— GOOD BLOOD
LINE — It was easy
to coax Mr. George
‘Babe’ and Mrs. lola
Shahan to pose
with great-grandson
Twine Register [sic]
following Twine’s
winning of a blue
ribbon in the ‘open-
class cattle’ compe-
tition during the 4-H
livestock judging.
The 1987 Archuleta
County Fair was
dedicated to Mr.
Shahan, while Mrs.
Shahan reigned as
‘Pioneer Lady’ over
the annual event.
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The following
weather information
is brought to you as a

public service by

Weather data

Date HighLow  Precipitation

Moisture Type ~ Depth
811 89 52 000 NA NA
812 89 51 006 NA NA
8/13 85 50 0.02 NA NA
814 78 53 0.00 NA NA
8/15 80 53 0.00 NA NA
8/16 81 52 0.01 NA NA
817 83 44 000 NA NA

(970) 264-1301
intermountainpropane.com
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LEGACIES

By Shari Pierce

100 years ago

Taken from SUN files of
August 27,1926

Word of drilling actively eight miles west
of Pagosa Springs, Colo., on the Sunetha
structure, where showings of gas and oil have
been had, and where a lively speculation
is being carried on in adjacent lands, was
brought to Denver today by a local man just
back from theregion, says the Denver Times.

A test well begun in mid-July by Wirt
Franklin, wealthy Ardmore, Okla., inde-
pendent, had been drilled to more than
1,400 feet yesterday, and the operators
were sanguine of the commercial possibili-
ties of the hold. Franklin is using a standard
rotary rig and drilling is to be carried to the
Pennsylvania sands, which are expected to
be encountered from 1,800 to 2,500 feet.

Location of the well is in section 28,
township 35 north of range 2 west, it being
in the midst of a 6,000-acre tract thatis held
by lessors who scent possibilities.

75 years ago

Taken from SUN files of
August 24, 1951

Since finishing the cleaning up of the
town dump grounds on the Trujillo road,
signs have been erected showing citizens
where to dump their trash. Failure to obey
these signs will result in fines.

The County has been receiving quite a
bit of moisture the past few days, particu-
larlyin the northern and eastern parts. This
is probably due to the fact that many ranch-
ers and farmers are in the midst of haying
and grain harvest. At any rate the rains
are most welcome and the much needed
moisture will be a great help to fall and
winter pasture as well as next year’s crops.

School buildings and busses are being
prepared for school opening on September
4 and many of the teachers are arriving for
the term of school.

Most of the schools in the county have
received repairs and the work incident to
general maintenance and the busses have
been checked over. The school building in
town has been painted inside and several
extensive remodeling jobs accomplished.

50 years ago

Taken from SUN files of
August 26, 1976

Enrollmentin the local schools is up 56
students after the first two days of school
to a record high of 843. More students are
expected to enroll during this week and
next, and possible more will arrive after
the Labor Day weekend. The schools, es-
pecially the high school, are bulging at the
seams and it is a full house for the district.

A Bayfield man, Jack Talbot, was killed
by a bolt of lightning Monday afternoon.
Talbot, along with several residents of the
Pagosa Springs area, was on a pack trip
on the Continental Divide when struck by
lightning. The bolt of lightning also killed
six horses and mules, and caused injuries
to two local men, Wm. Downey and Ray
Johnson. Also injured was Fred Lucero of
Ignacio. None of the three were seriously
injured.

Rain has fallen often the past week and
as a result some of the streams are muddy
or roilly. Rainfall at lower elevations has
been scattered and not too heavy, but there
have been some heavy rains high up in the
mountains.

25 years ago

Taken from SUN files of
August 23, 2001

County sales tax income has pumped
about $5.9 million into Archuleta Coun-
ty’s Road Capital Improvement Fund
starting with 1995, according to a report
compiled from information supplied by
the county’s road and bridge and finance
departments.

One-half of a two-cent sales tax last ap-
proved by voters during November of 1994
is devoted to the RCIE The 1 percent levy
has financed a multitude of road projects,
equipment purchases, and equipment
leases. Language on the ballot when the
tax was approved by the voters dedicates
the county’s 1 percent portion to the RCIE.

Since the 1994 two-cent tax was ap-
proved for seven years only, it will expire
Jan. 1,2003. With the thought of that expira-
tion at the front of their minds, the county
commissioners are considering a renewal
election before the expiration date.

Without the income from that tax, we
are dead in the water, all of the commis-
sioners say. As justification for the state-
ment, they point to road projects and
equipment purchased since 1994 using the
1 percent sales tax.

Capital construction projects have
consumed about $4.2 million since the
1994 tax was initiated. Another $1.2 million
has been invested in capital equipment
purchases and lease payments for capital
equipment.
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Letters

Letters to the Editor are print-
ed as received and are not edited
for grammar or punctuation, but
may have been edited for content
or style.

Letters to the Editor are opin-
ions and information in them
has not been verified for ac-
curacy.

The opinions of letter writers
do not necessarily represent those
of the paper.

Supreme Court
ruling

Dear Editor:

The U.S. Supreme Court’s latest
ruling blocking a lower court’s deci-
sion to expand vote-by-mail access
in key states is a direct assault on
democracy. By reinstating restric-
tions on mail-in voting, the Court
has made it harder for millions of
Americans to cast their ballots safely
and conveniently. This decision ig-
nores the overwhelming success of
vote-by-mail in 2020, when 43% of
voters—nearly 70 million people—
voted by mail without widespread
fraud or chaos.

Yet, the Court’s conservative ma-
jority has sided with baseless claims
that mail-in voting is unreliable,
prioritizing partisan politics over the
fundamental right to vote.

This ruling is not just about con-
venience—it’s about power and ex-
clusion. It disproportionately targets
marginalized communities that have
long faced systemic barriers to voting,
including working-class Americans,
people with disabilities, rural voters,
young people, communities of color,
and military personnel.

Working-class Americans, such as
teachers, nurses, retail workers, and
service industry employees, often
cannot afford to take time off work
to vote in person.

Mail-in ballots allow them to par-
ticipate without risking lost wages or
childcare conflicts. For people with
disabilities—including the 61 mil-
lion Americans with mobility issues,
chronic illnesses, or visual impair-
ments—voting by mail is often the
only viable option. In-person voting
can be physically inaccessible or
require assistance that many do not
have.

Rural communities face even
greater challenges. Long distances to
polling places and limited transporta-
tion options make in-person voting a
logistical nightmare. Mail-in ballots
are a lifeline for millions.

Younger voters, who are more
mobile and less likely to have stable
housing, also rely on mail-in ballots
to ensure their votes are counted.
Many colleges and universities no
longer provide on-campus polling
places, making mail-in voting es-
sential for 24 million young voters.

Communities of color have long
faced voter suppression, from poll
closures to intimidation tactics.
Vote-by-mail is one of the few ways
to counteract these barriers. Black,
Latino, Asian, and Indigenous vot-
ers, who already face higher rates of
suppression than white voters, are
disproportionately affected by this
ruling.

Active-duty service members and
Americans living abroad depend on
mail-in ballots to participate in elec-
tions. Restrictions on mail-in voting
silence their voices, further under-
mining democratic representation.

This ruling is a dangerous step
toward eroding trust in elections.
The Big Lie and repeated false claims
of voter fraud have already made it
harder for Americans to believe their
votes matter. By blocking vote-by-
mail, the Court fuels this narrative,
leading to lower turnout, increased
polarization, and a cycle of distrust
that weakens democracy.

Worse, this decision exacerbates
inequality. By making voting harder
for working-class people, people
of color, and rural voters—groups
already underrepresented in govern-

ment—it perpetuates policies that
benefit the few at the expense of the
many. From healthcare to educa-
tion to economic opportunity, these
communities will continue to be
marginalized.

This ruling sets a dangerous prec-
edent. Ifthe Supreme Court can block
vote-by-mail, what'’s next? Early vot-
ing? Voter registration? The Court’s
decision opens the door to even more
extreme voter suppression laws.

Christa Chagra

Thoughts

Dear Editor:

The first article in the Preview;
‘Archuleta School District to pres-
ent the Sponge Bob Musical: Youth
Edition ready to dazzle audiences at
the PS High School Auditorium’ cast
our School District in a smutty light.
Thatdouble B B start wording that de-
scribes where the sponge bob spends
his time under the sea and writer
Katrina used aslead titillate draw and
again emphasized a second time the
following week was inappropriate
considering it’s a children’s school
play ‘youth edition. Lewd advertising
like that has no place in our schools or
in our children’s minds. Sponge Bob
is swollen with smut innuendo and
care should be taken of which thou
does so brazenly preach and adver-
tise and erotica language that even
in our newspaper should be nixed.

So about that Data Center our
town council is apparently consider-
ing that according to the Sun article,
put a six month moratorium on,
Yayl!, this is what a simple Google ask
revealed;

‘A Data center is a massive physi-
cal windowless warehouse facility or
building used to house large groups
of computer systems storage drives
and networking equipment which
store process and send information
for everything done online from
streaming videos to sending e-mails
to roaming cloud networks and
tracking artificial intelligence, whose
cooling power is water, lots of it thru
air conditioning, with huge back-up
diesel generators to keep those ma-
chines from overheating.

Usually built and used by a single
company for its own private needs
that create heavy construction traffic
offer no long term local jobs with few
benefits to the paying public create
massive consumption of water mil-
lions of gallons of water gigawatts of
residential power and energy used
daily for cooling which strains local
andregional electrical grids threaten
grid reliability outpacing renewable
energy supplies while creating higher
utility bills for the paying public cre-
ate environmental land and noise
pollution for nearby communities
and threaten wildlife!

SO Inreview; Data Centers are tall
imposing massive windowless ware-
house buildings that block views con-
sume vast amounts of water, foul the
environment make higher local utility
bills for the paying public are noise
polluters air polluters land polluters
that threaten wildlife negatively affect
people environment and community,
use massive electricity energy and
tons of water. In this drought prone
arid season’s precious view com-
munity Town council is considering
that for us?

Also read about Town Council
dabbling in Real Estate out bidding
its constituents to successfully win
that bid of 4.9 million dollars for that
condo theywill then spend additional
millions it is likely to take converting
into 64 rental units into “affordable
housing” With questionable fund-
ing stream liability the paying public
will now be saddled with this vastly
insurmountable payback is beyond
staggering, and with numbers like
that, not very likely to produce “af-
fordable housing.”

O and about the name of the new
East end park that acquiring Town
Council bandied about earlier, hope-
fully abandoned, could we call it
something with Liberty in its title?

Carmen Ferguson

Editor’s note: The town council

'

Letters

The SUN welcomes letters from
readers.

Please submit your letter electronically
in a format that can be copied and
pasted to editor@pagosasun.com

or via the form at www.PagosaSUN.
com. Letters must not be in all
capitals.

All letters must:
o be 500 words or less

e include the actual first and last
name of the author

e include the author’s address and
daytime phone number

« be received by The SUN by noon on
Tuesday (deadline may move up due
to a holiday)

Letters will be limited to two per
month per letter writer.

Letters quoting other people must
contain proper attribution.

Letters from letter-writing campaigns
may not be printed.

There is no guarantee letters will be
published.

Poetry, anonymous letters, letters
that are libelous or in poor taste,
or that attack a private citizen or
business will not be published.

Ifnecessary, only one letter pertaining
to a candidate or political issue will
be printed in each edition up to three
weeks prior to the election.

The SUN generally does not edit letters,
but reserves the right to do so.

considered and approved a mora-
torium on data centers; it was not
considering any specific proposals for
data centers.

Draft housing
action plan

Dear Editor:

After reviewing the draft Housing
Action Plan, I offer these comments
in the spirit of helping our commu-
nity develop a housing strategy that s
effective and financially sustainable.

The Plan’s Vision and Goals are
worthwhile. Housing affordability
and availability are significant chal-
lenges deserving serious attention.
However, similar programs are often
implemented in larger communities
with stronger economies, broader
tax bases, and greater financial and
administrative resources.

My principal concern is the pro-
posed creation of what could become
a large and expensive centralized
housing “clearinghouse” coordinat-
ing programs, organizations, funding
sources, and initiatives. Such an orga-
nization will require executive lead-
ership, staff, office space, technology,
administrative support, and ongoing
expenses. Ultimately, someone must
pay those costs.

The Town and County already face
substantial demands on limited pub-
licresources. Before creating another
permanent layer of government, we
should understand its long-term
costs, measurable benefits, and
sustainable funding sources. Grants
may help, but competitive grant
funding cannot provide a dependable
foundation for permanent operating
expenses.

We should also determine what
existing organizations are already
accomplishing. Each has its own staff,
volunteers, boards, priorities, fund-
ing, and decision-making processes.
Before creating something new,
we should identify genuine gaps,
eliminate duplication, and determine
whether existing organizations can
accomplish these objectives more
efficiently.

The Plan should also emphasize
financial literacy. Housing stability
is not solely about housing supply
and public funding. Budgeting, sav-
ing, understanding credit, managing
debt, prioritizing expenses, and pre-
paring for emergencies are important
to becoming and remaining a suc-

M See Letters A4

Work activity

U.S. 160.

re-open North 3rd Street.

to get through the work zone.

o The 7th Street intersection closure will con-
tinue through mid-September as crews work to
complete utility and safety upgrades. Please note
that pedestrians and vehicles should utilize 5th
and Lewis and 8th streets as alternatives to cross

¢ North 3rd Street intersection: Crews have com-
pleted concrete paving work and are preparing to

« Labor Day holiday: Crews will be off the project
from Friday, Sept. 4, through Monday, Sept. 7, with
work resuming on Tuesday, Sept. 8.

e Work is scheduled to commence at the Harman
Parkand Piedra Road intersection at U.S. 160 in mid-
September. Working hours will be 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.,
Monday through Saturday. Please allow extra time

o Pedestrian safety: Our team continues to see
pedestrians not practicing good safety measures,
jumping barricades and crossing U.S. 160. Our work
zone is extremely active in several locations, and we

U.S. 160 reconstruction information

Week of Aug. 31-Sept. 8

want to keep everyone safe.

Harman Park and Piedra Road intersection

Safety benefits of this work includes pedestrian
safety upgrades and ADA accessibility improve-
ments. Enhancements to the Harman Park and
Piedra Road intersection will include:

» Removal of existing islands to be replaced with
expanded islands to include ADA-accessible ramps.

« Installation of new sidewalks north and south
of the intersection.

o Signal enhancements to include pedestrian
countdown lights and push buttons.

Stay informed and connect with the

project

cotrip.org.

Information provided by Colorado Department of Transportation

« Call the projectinformation line: (970) 335-9230.

» Email the project team: Pagosal60reconstruc-
tion@gmail.com.

« Visit the project website: www.codot.gov/proj-
ects/us160pagosasprings.

» Subscribe to project updates: subscription.

Town council hears report from municipal advisor

By Clayton Chaney
Staff Writer

During its regular meeting held on
Tuesday, Aug. 18, the Pagosa Springs
Town Council heard a presentation
from Joey McLiney, the town’s mu-
nicipal advisor, on what the town has
accomplished over thelast 24 months.

“In the last 24 months, you guys
have accomplished unbelievable
things for a town of 2,000 [people],
McLiney said.

He explained that, over the last 24
months, the town has been dealing
with a major sewer project and com-
ing up with ways to finance emer-
gency needs.

He added that during that time the
town began fixing things “that have
been kicked down the road” for the
past 30 years.

He mentioned that over the course
of tackling urgent issues related to
the town’s sewer system, instead
of taking on a “massive amount of
debt,” town voters approved a sales
tax, with 76 percent approving the
ballot measure.

“That doesn’t happen,” McLiney
said in reference to the percent of
voters who supported the sales tax
measure.

He added that is the “town telling

you they trust you.”

McLiney explained thatby passing
the sales tax measure, the town was
able to stop the escalation of sewer
rates, “which was a huge problem.”

He also commented on sales tax
collections, indicating the town will
receive approximately $3 million this
year and close to $4 million “ifit goes
back to the mean.”

McLiney explained that the town
is now eligible for low-interest loans
to be paid back through sales tax
collections.

“We're also eligible for loan for-
giveness,” he stated.

McLiney also spoke about the
town’s efforts on housing, noting
the town has “secured workforce
housing”

He explained that, originally, the
town was looking at a project which
would’ve cost roughly $26 million,
and held the town liable for $24 mil-
lion of that.

“You were able to do almost the
exact same thing,” he said, noting
a project that will cost roughly $8
million.

“I've been in this business for 35
years; I've never had a single com-
munity — no matter the size — do
what you've done in 24 months,’
McLiney said.

Mayor Shari Pierce commended
the work done by McLiney and town
staff.

McLiney offered more comments
on the town’s housing projects, ex-
plaining thathe actually pushed back
on most of the housing stuff.

“Ididn’twantyou to be in the hous-
ing business” or the real estate busi-
ness, he said. “And the path you were
heading was the real estate business.”

He commented that the town was
essentially able to buy “50-cent dol-
lars,” noting that is almost unheard of
in the housing business.

“That’s just smart,” he added.

Council member Brooks Lindner
also thanked McLiney for his work.

“Sometimes it’s difficult in this
position to take a step back and
think about what has actually been
accomplished and our role in it
Lindner said.

Town Manager David Harris also
provided a sales tax report to the
council, explaining that in June the
town was about 1.79 percent over
compared to collections in the same
time period in 2025.

He also explained that over the last
12 months the town’s sales tax col-
lections are just over flat and “barely
eking along there.”

clayton@pagosasun.com
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PAWSD talks drought conditions and enforcement

By Josh Pike
Staff Writer

The Pagosa Area Water and Sanita-
tion District (PAWSD) Board of Di-
rectors heard an update on drought
conditions and continued discus-
sions of violation enforcement at its
Aug. 13 meeting.

The board previously discussed
violation enforcement at its July 30
meeting, where staff presented pro-
posed letters to be sent to customers
who violate drought restrictions and
an associated scheme of fines.

The board tabled the issue to fur-
ther review the letters and discussed
implementing fines if the district
reaches drought stage three.

PAWSD is currently in drought
stage two of its four-stage drought
management plan.

PAWSD District Manager Andrew
Connor stated that PAWSD currently
has “really good compliance” and
saw a drop in water sales in July,
meaning that public education is
working, even if revenues for the
district also decreased.

He asked if the board still wanted
to delay imposing fines for violations
until the district reaches drought
stage three.

Connor added that, if this direc-
tion was chosen, staff would continue
calling any reported violators and
proceeding from that call instead of

going into the violation system.

PAWSD board chairman Gene
Tautges commented that he prefers
the phone call system since the
district is getting compliance from
customers violating the restrictions
once it notifies them.

“Hatcher is absolutely
the top priority, keep
that lake as full as
possible, and thank
goodness for the little
bit of rains we've been
getting.”

Andrew Connor
PAWSD District Manager

He added thathe knew Connorwas
going to discuss getting permission to
reduce the droughtrestrictions later in
alater portion of the meeting.

“I think a conversation and some
education is a good starting point,”
Connor said.

PAWSD board member Glenn
Walsh asked if the revenue decrease
from lowered water use in July was
compensated for by surcharges for
high water use, which staff con-

firmed.

PAWSD board member Alex
Boehmer commented that, since the
district is getting compliance with its
regulations, he did not think imple-
menting violation letters and fines is
necessary.

He added that he would also like
to authorize Connor to move the
district in and out of drought stages
when necessary.

Tautges commented that he would
only want this authorization for re-
ducing the drought stage and not for
increasing it, which should require a
board vote.

Boehmer stated that, since the
district was looking at reducing the
drought stage and there is further
rain forecasted in the future, he
would support authorizing Connor
to change the drought stage.

PAWSD board member Bruce
Jones asked if the fines for violations
are based on something.

Connorreplied thatthey are based
on a table of noncompliance fines
included in the district’s drought
management plan.

Jones commented that fines
would become more enforceable in
drought stage three, although he also
would be comfortable implement-
ing fines on customers who do not
comply with restrictions after being
informed about them in drought
stage two.

He added that, since these are
reports by neighbors, PAWSD should
also work to honor the effort of the
people who take the time to report
violations.

Connor commented that the dis-
trict needs concrete evidence of vio-
lations to start imposing fines.

Later in the meeting, he provided
an update on conditions in Hatcher
Lake, one of PAWSD’s primary wa-
ter sources, which he stated only
dropped 1 inch since Monday Aug.
10 and was now 32.75 inches below
full pool.

“So, we're doing good,” he said.
“The staff has worked extremely hard
this year to try and save that water.
Hatcher is absolutely the top prior-
ity, keep that lake as full as possible,
and thank goodness for the little bit
of rains we've been getting”

He added that the district is con-
sistently seeing a drop of between
100,000 and 150,000 gallons of water
demand on days with rain.

On Aug. 25, PAWSD District Engi-
neer Justin Ramsey provided another
update on conditions in Hatcher and
the San Juan River, indicating that
Hatcher is currently 36 inches below
full pool and that average flows in the
San Juan River as of 9 a.m. Aug. 25 are
23.4 cubic feet per second (cfs).

He added that median flows for
the river for Aug. 25 are 120 cfs.

Jjosh@pagosasun.com

PAWSD hears financial report, discusses budget roadmap

By Josh Pike
Staff Writer

The Pagosa Area Water and Sanita-
tion District (PAWSD) Board of
Directors heard a financial update
and discussed the district’s budget-
ing process for 2027 at its Aug. 13
meeting.

The board first heard a report on
the district’s second-quarter financial
statements and debt service situa-
tion from PAWSD Comptroller Jack
Dossett.

He explained that the district’s
general fund is “very healthy” and
that property tax collections appear
to be on track.

For the district’s water enterprise
fund, Dossett stated that the district
had to pay about $19,000 in insurance
liability due to the Snowball Water
Treatment plant coming online this
summer.

He added that revenues for water
and wastewater continue to be down

Al

from the 2026 budget expectations
and that leadership is doing a “good
job” managing costs.

He explained that the district is
currently on track to hit its debt ser-
vice coverage ratios, but that things
are “tight” and that unexpected ex-
penses could impact this.

Dossett stated that the district’s
debt will increase by about $540,000
in 2027, giving the district a “harder
hurdle to jump” in terms of the re-
quirements of meeting the ratios of
net operating income to debt service
required by its loans.

PAWSD board chairman Gene
Tautges asked if the second-quarter
report would go up on the PAWSD
website.

Dossett replied that it would be
incorporated into the minutes, simi-
lar to the last report.

Tautges commented that he be-
lieved PAWSD had heard arequest to
make the report “easily available” on
the website and asked if there was any

reason why this could not be done.

Following a discussion of the issue
and a public comment by Carl Young,
the board agreed that the reports
could be placed on the finance page
on the PAWSD website to make it
more accessible.

In response to a question from
PAWSD board member Glenn Walsh,
Dossett explained that the district
received a $123,000 grant which was
budgeted but not incorporated into
the debt service coverage calcula-
tions since grants are onetime funds
not included in such calculations.

PAWSD District Manager Andrew
Connor also explained, in response
to another question from Walsh, that
PAWSD has succeeded in reducing
utility costs and improving its utility
budget through equipment upgrades
and increasing the consistency in the
amount of water that is processed at
the district’s San Juan water treat-
ment plant.

Dossett also explained in response

Letters

to concerns from Walsh about the
differences between the amount
of availability fees collected versus
budgeted that the area has seen an
increase in lot consolidations due to
recent state legislation concerning
residential lots and that this has likely
reduced the amount of availability
fees the district has collected.

The board then moved on to a
brief discussion of the schedule for
drafting the 2027 budget, which Dos-
sett highlighted would likely have
adjustments to the process, but that
he hoped would help the board easily
move through the budget process.

“This is going to be a living, work-
ing schedule,” he said.

Connor added that staff would
update the board every month on
progress with the budget and that it
would also help guide staff through
the budgeting process.

“Pretty good road map to success
to me,” Tautges said.

Jjosh@pagosasun.com
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cessful renter or homeowner. Many
people were never taught these skills.
A comprehensive housing strategy
should address underlying causes
of housing instability as well as its
consequences.

Mostimportantly, we need broad-
er community engagement. The
financial, social, and economic con-
sequences of this Plan could extend
for decades. Participation should go
beyond those who routinely attend
public meetings. We should actively
seek input from residents, employ-
ers, employees, business and prop-
erty owners, builders, contractors,
lenders, real estate professionals,
nonprofits, educators, healthcare
providers, young families, retirees,
renters, and homeowners.

Public engagement should not
become a procedural box to check.
Outside consultants provide valuable
expertise, but we should not simply
adopt a framework developed for
another community.

This is our community. Our econ-
omy, resources, limitations, challeng-
es, and opportunities are uniquely
our own.

There is greater risk in adopting
the wronglong-term structure thanin
taking additional time to get it right.
Before implementation, we should
answer fundamental questions: What
will it cost? Who will pay for it five or
ten years from now? What existing
efforts might it duplicate? How will
success be measured? Most impor-
tantly, have we truly heard from a
representative cross-section of our
community?

I support improving housing op-
portunities. Precisely because this
issue is important, we owe our resi-
dents a process that is thoughtful,
transparent, financially responsible,
and broadly inclusive.

Let’s take the time necessary to get
this right.

The SUN

Dear Editor:

Thankyou Pagosa Sun Newspaper
— Owner & Staff, I'd like to give credit
where credit is deserved & that’s for

Mike Heraty

your dedicated team of hard workers
that give us a great newspaper to hold
in our hands (or read online option)..
unfortunately in this day and age
that’s a rarity...

.Iam happy to understand from
walking in the office recently that
there are No Changes expected to not
count on this weekly publication that
many of us do!

With the many community inter-
est stories, meetings & updates &
sports ect you give us what's going on
with who & where .. Pagosa Sun keeps
us informed on so many important
topics at & about our Home Sweet
Home Pagosa Springs!

Thank you so much

Robin Nay

Bailouts

Dear Editor:

Recently Donald Trump autho-
rized the purchase of Intel stock to
keep that company afloat. So far that
has proved to be a good investment,
as the stock is up considerably.

In 2009, we had the General Mo-
tors bailout and in 2008 we had the
financial crises. Over one trillion of
government support was deployed.
The “troubled asset relief program”
authorized 700 billion of government
support. Do yourecall who was presi-
dent at that time? I quote Candace
Jones “no bailouts for big banks or
bankruptcy recues for the owners of
failed casinos or real estate projects”
Did she forget these or choose to
ignore them? The cuts to Medicare
and Medicaid were put in place to cut
down on fraud. Are we just supposed
to keep funding these programs and
letthe fraud continue? I believe Barak
Obama should be the bailout king.

John Meyer

Roadless rule

Dear Editor:

Last fall the Trump administration
proposed ending the roadless rule,
the 25 year old rule protecting about
60 million acres of publicly owned
wilderness land. They received
625,000 comments from the public,
95% of which were opposed to end-
ing this protection. Polls indicate that
76% of likely voters support retaining
the roadless rule — favored by mem-

bers of both parties. With the usual
lack of regard for what the American
people actually want, this admin-
istration has once again proposed
opening thisland to exploitation and
monetization. The stated reason is
that it will return these lands to local
authorities so they can better manage
them and reduce wildfire risks.

This reasoning is a result of the
administration’s need to create facts
that fit the desired outcome of profit-
ing off the land that is owned by we
the people. The actual facts from real
research and study reveals that about
85% of wildfires are human caused
and most wildfires start proximal to
roads — wildfires are statistically less
likely to start in roadless wilderness
areas (https://wildfiretoday.com/
end-to-landmark-roadless-rule-will-
make-wildfires-more-likely-study/).

This rule was a result of scientific
data indicating the benefits of pro-
tecting valuable wilderness areas
for the future of a livable planet.
Not only does it keep fire starting
humans at a distance, it protects the
habitats of over 350 animal species
and migration routes of large animal
herdslike elk. These areas include the
watersheds of 354 municipalities that
provide drinking water for 25 million
Americans.

Currently the Forest Service is
charged with maintaining 380,000
miles of roads and have a $6.4 billion
maintenance backlog. The DOGE
firing spree did not help the situa-
tion for the Forest Service — but talk
about your unfunded mandates! Not
that this administration actually cares
about forestry road maintenance or
wildfires in the western US, which is
mostly where this rule applies. I am
going to assume, however, that if the
rule isreversed, the usual grift will ap-
ply and there will be kickbacks aplenty
for the Trump family and friends from
the logging and mining industry.

Though the roadless rule has
broad bipartisan support, our con-
gressman, Jeff Hurd, is interested
in revisiting this rule to remove re-
strictions on timber management,
resource development and outdoor
recreation. The latter should jibe with
the Trump administration’s recent
announcement that they will relax

travel rules in our national forests,
probably allowing motorized ve-
hicles. Who asked for this? Do they
have another planet they plan to go to
when things get unlivable here? Will
their money keep them company?
Seriously. I'm really asking.
Concerned citizens have until
September 21 to submit comments
regarding the rescission of the road-
less rule at regulations.gov. They can
also vote in November.
Lee Stopher

PROGRESSIVE DINNER SATURDAY SEPT 12TH 5PM
DRAFT HORSES

FOOD I MUSIC

4 STATIONS WITH
GERMAN FOOD &
DRINK PAIRING
FUN FOR ALL AGES!

BuckaroosRides.com Advanced reservations required
720-231-5424 $95 adults, $65 kids 3-16
700 Honey Bee Place, Pagosa Springs free under 3

Come see me at m

Open House 41 Pueblo Ct.

Open House every Fri. and Sat. in Aug., 10 a.m.-2 p.m.

Brand New Custom handcrafted Home. Sitting on Private cul-de-sac. 2000 Sq.
Ft. Main level primary suite. Upper level primary suite. All custom tile work with
many extra features. A must see!! $992,000.

Debbie Loewen
Employing Broker
debbie@ownpagosa.com
448 Pagosa Street

(970) 946-3480

Seller’s Representative Specialist

Accredited Buyer’s Representative
2016 & 2018 Spirit Award, 2019 Realtor of the Year

“shouldn’t feel
like an oven...

e
Now servicing systems with R1234yf refrigerant!

10% Off an A/C Recharge

Make sure your air conditioning is running right for
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refreshing relief from heat, dust, and pollen! Plus, we'll
include our 30 Point Safety Inspection for FREE.
Excludes system repairs. Offer Ends 8/31/2026

10% Off Any
| Full Service Oil Change

And prepare your car to run its best this summer with its I
scheduled maintenance and we’ll do a 30 Point Safety Inspection

l for FREE to make sure you're ready for the summer’s heat.
Offer Ends 8/31/2026
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PSMC Expert General Surgery

Kate Gazenko, MD, General Surgery

Dr. Kate Gazenko, board certified general surgeon provides
general surgical care including hernia repairs, laparoscopic
appendectomy and gallbladder surgery, breast surgery;,
diagnostic and screening colonoscopies and more.

Dr. Gazenko is accepting new patients.

First-Class General Surgery Care, Close To Home
970.731.3700 | 95 S. Pagosa Blvd | pagosaspringsmedicalcenter.org |
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Photo courtesy Chuck Riehm

Local nonprofits receive funds awarded through voting at the League of Women Voters (LWV) of Archuleta County’s July event. The three winners
were: first place, Ruby Sisson Memorial Library; second place, Healthy Archuleta; and third place, Habitat for Humanity of Archuleta County. Pic-
tured, from left to right, are Sally High, LWV nonprofit coordinator; Sarah Riehm, LWV treasurer; Leah Ballard, Habitat for Humanity; Barbara Brattin,
Ruby Sisson Library; Mellane Davies, Healthy Archuleta; Taylor Worsham, Ruby Sisson Library; and Janice Mcintyre, LWV chair.

League of Women Voters supports Archuleta nonprofits

League of Women Voters of Archuleta
County

On July 9, the local chapter of the
League of Women Voters (LWV)
sponsored the award-winning docu-
mentary film “Join or Die!” about the
importance of nonprofit organizations
in sustaining a healthy democracy.

At the event, 10 local nonprofits
showcased their organization; at-
tendees voted for their favorite.
The three winners were: first place,
Ruby Sisson Memorial Library; sec-
ond place, Healthy Archuleta; and
third place, Habitat for Humanity of
Archuleta County.

Each of the recipients received a
cash grant from ticket sales proceeds.

Congratulations to our winners:

o First place: The Ruby M. Sisson
Memorial Library stated its need to
support the grand re-opening of the
newly expanded library space on
Sept. 12 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

“We need donations to finish out
our special Fair Play Studio, a makers’
space to support artistic and technol-

ogy projects,” said Assistant Director
Taylor Worsham. “We already have a
3D printer, a Cricut vinyl cutter, and
sewing machines for public use, but
we’d love additional equipment such
as a laser engraving machine”

“We still have two significant nam-
ing opportunities for larger dona-
tions,” said Library Director Bar-
bara Brattin. “We need sponsors for
a study room and our community
center, which will be able to house
community gatherings for up to 100
people at no cost to organizations.”

Contact the library for more de-
tails at (970) 264-2209.

« Second place: Healthy Archuleta
islooking for community members to
get involved with its programs.

“Our vision is a community where
everyone contributes to and ben-
efits from an equitable, resilient and
sustainable food and health care
system,” said Mellane Davies, the
volunteer and events coordinator.
“We have three main programs that
need volunteers and participants:
community cohesion, health equity,

and nutrition security.”

Community cohesion programs
engage diverse participants to build
connections and belonging. Health
equity programs aim to educate and
improve access to local health care.
Nutrition security provides education
and access to healthy local food.

“Don’t miss our upcoming health
fair at Pagosa [Springs] High School
on Oct. 24, now in its fourth year,” said
Davies. “We need more vendors and
healthcare providers, and especially
you to attend.”

For more information, visit www.
foodcoalitionarchuleta.org.

« Third place: Habitat for Human-
ity of Archuleta County seeks donors
and volunteers to support its local
home builds.

“We just finished our application
season for our 2027 builds,” said Ex-
ecutive Director Leah Ballard. “Our
family selection team will be visiting
with all qualified applicants during
August. In October, the board makes
the final selections for new home
builds going up on Traveler’s Circle.”

The mission of Habitat is to build
decent and affordable homes in
partnership with families in need of
a decent place to live. Habitat home-
buyers help build their own homes
alongside volunteers and pay an af-
fordable mortgage.

Contact Habitat at (970) 264-6960
for more information.

The LWV is a national, nonparti-
san grassroots organization working
to protect and expand voting rights
and ensure everyone is represented
in our democracy. We empower vot-
ers and defend democracy through
advocacy, education and litigation,
at the local, state and national levels.
Everyone is welcome: we have wom-
en and men in our membership, as
well as independents, Republicans,
Democrats and “other”

To join our mailing list with meet-
ing info, please contact Sarah Riehm
at sarah.riechm@gmail.com. To join
the local league, visit www.lwvcolo-
rado.org/IWVArchuleta. Anyone may
attend meetings, but only registered
members may vote.

County’s unemployment rate rises in July

By Randi Pierce
Staff Writer

According to an Aug. 21 report
from the Colorado Department of
Labor and Employment (CDLE),
Archuleta County’s unemployment
rate rose to 3.6 percent in June, which
isup from June’s figure of 3.3 percent.

Archuleta County’s labor force
totaled at 6,546 with 233 unem-
ployed, according to the report. That
compares to a labor force of 6,501 in
June, with 213 unemployed.

Colorado’s seasonally adjusted
unemployment rate remained un-
changed at 3.9 percent, the report
notes.

According to the survey of house-
holds, the number of unemployed in-
dividuals increased by 200 to 125,000
from June to July.

“Colorado’s labor force decreased
by 4,300 in July to 3,189,000,” the re-
port notes. “The share of Coloradans
participating in the labor force was
65.5 percent in July, one-tenth of a
percentage point lower than in June,
this marks the lowest labor force
participation rate since July 2020.
The U.S.labor force participation rate
decreased one-tenth of a percentage
point to 61.4 percent in July”

The national unemployment rate
decreased one-tenth of a percent to
4.1 percent for July.

Costilla County had the highest
unemployment rate in the state in

July at 7.4 percent, followed by Las
Animas County at 6.7 percent and
Huerfano County at 6.3 percent.

Yuma County had the lowest un-
employment rate in the state at 2.4
percent, followed by Kit Carson
County at 2.6 percent.

Regionally, the report shows La
Plata County with a 3.6 percentunem-
ploymentrate in July, San Juan County
at 3.1 percent, Mineral County at 4.0
percent, Hinsdale County at 2.4 per-
cent, Rio Grande County at4.7 percent
and Conejos County at 4.2 percent.

Job loss, growth

“Employers in Colorado gained
5,800 nonfarm payroll jobs from June
to July for a total of 2,973,700 jobs,
according to the survey of business
establishments. Private sector pay-
roll jobs increased by 6,500, while
government decreased by 700,” the
report notes.

The report also states, “June esti-
mateswere revised down to 2,967,900,
and the over the month change from
May to June was an increase of 1,900
jobs rather than the originally esti-
mated increase of 4,800 (monthly
revisions are based on additional
responses from businesses and
government agencies since the last
published estimates).”

Nonfarm payroll jobs estimates
are based on a survey of business es-
tablishments and government agen-
cies, and are intended to measure

the number of jobs, not the number
of people employed.

The private-industry sectors with
significant over-the-month job gains
in July were in:

o Professional and business ser-
vices at about 2,000 jobs.

e Education and health services at
about 1,800.

« Other services at about 1,500.

There were no private industry
sectors with significant over-the-
month job losses in July, according
to the CDLE.

Since July 2025, nonfarm payroll
jobs have increased by 12,100, with
the private sector increasing by
16,700 and government decreasing
by 4,600 jobs.

The largest private-sector gains
were in:

e Education and health services at
about 15,500 jobs.

« Leisure and hospitality at about
9,000.

« Construction at about 5,600.

o Professional and business ser-
vices at about 1,700.

During that same period, payroll
jobs declined in:

« Information by about 5,600 jobs.

 Financial activities by about
5,300.

e Other services by about 1,900.

e Manufacturing by about 1,400.

“Colorado’s rate of job growth over
the pastyear is 0.4 percent, above the
U.S. rate of 0.2 percent,” the report

Rio Blanco Fire road closure lifted, but hazards still present

U.S. Forest Service

The road closure associated with
the Rio Blanco Fire has been lifted;
however, hazards remain in the
burned area.

The closure included National
Forest System (NFS) roads 653, 653.B.
and 008.

This does not mean the area is
safe, but rather the need has passed
for an emergency closure due to ac-
tive fire and firefighting resources.
The Rio Blanco Fire is 100 percent
contained, but caution is advised if

traveling to the area.

Travelers are being asked to avoid
driving on NFS 653.B as it was dam-
aged as a result of heavy fire traffic
and will require additional repair
when soil moisture content is higher.
The likelihood of getting stuck or
damaging a vehicle is very high.

Burned areas are susceptible to
avariety of hazards such as erosion
and fire-weakened trees. Trees that
remain standing but were exposed
to fire can be easily blown over due
to burned-out roots or soil that no
longer has vegetation holding it in

place.

We would like to thank the public
forits patience and support through-
out the fire closure during the Rio
Blanco Fire. These closures were a vi-
tal component in keeping the public
safe in arapidly changinglandscape,
and firefighting personnel safe and
able to focus on their duties.

For information on the San Juan
National Forest, call (970) 247-4874
or visit the forest website.

www.PagosaSUN.com

notes.

Thereport further notes that, over
the year, the average workweek for
all Colorado employees on private
nonfarm payrolls was unchanged
at 33.4 hours, while average hourly
earnings grew from $38.91 to $39.63,
$2.01 more than the national average
hourly earnings of $37.62.

randi@pagosasun.com

= Dr-Leo Milner, Chiropractic 970-731-9902
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End of Summer Special

*100FF %5 OFF

EXPIRES SEPTEMBER 30, 2026
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Saturday, August 29 from Noon to 3 pm

Beautiful end unit 2 bedroom, 2 bath town-
home in Whispering Pines! Once you enter
this 2,044 sq. ft. home you'll enjoy moun-
tain views from the great room. Hardwood
floors in the living room, kitchen and dining
areas. Primary bedroom is located on this
level with a walk-in shower and double
sinks in the primary bath. The lower level
has an entertainment room, second bed-
room, laundry room and 3/4 bath. Use as a
full-time residence, a second home, or even

1135 Park Avenue, Unit 401
$619,000 - MLS# 837983
a potential short-term rental.

Sunday, August 30 from Noon to 3 pm

Imagine your days spent on the lake or
relaxing on your back patio, surrounded
by breathtaking mountain scenery. Wel-
come to this charming home nestled di-
rectly on Hatcher Lake in the Pagosa Lakes
community. This beautifully maintained
2,792-square-foot residence features 4
bedrooms and 3 full bathrooms, including
two primary suites—one conveniently
located on the main level and the other on
the upper level. Ideal for multi-generation-
al living or simply enjoying extra space, the
home offers room for everyone to spread out and relax. The main level boasts a bright sunroom
for year-round enjoyment.
To tour this home go to: https://pspixeltree.com/31-Laguna-PI-1

31 Laguna Place
$895,000 - MLS# 833147

Barbara Swindlehurst

CIPS CRS GRI SFR CNE

REALTOR’, BROKER/ OWNER
(:303.618.7423 - 0: 970.264.6673
Barbara@MountainMeadowRealEstate.com

409 Lewis Street « MountainMeadowRealEstate.info
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eighth grade.

She also noted in the presentation
that the curriculum helps disadvan-
taged kids close achievement gaps
and indicated the middle school has
seen “great growth” with it.

Pagosa Springs Middle
School

Pagosa Springs Middle School
(PSMS) will be under the helm of
a new principal, Janae Ash, who
previously served as PSMS assistant
principal.

She will be joined by Megan Gu-
rule as assistant principal.

“Pagosa Springs Middle School is
excited to welcome students and
families back for the 2026-27 school
year with a continued focus on strong
relationships, high expectations
and improving outcomes for every
student,” Ash wrote in an email to
The SUN.

She adds, “This year, Iam honored
to step into the role of principal
at Pagosa Springs Middle School,
and we are also excited to welcome
Megan Gurule as our new assistant
principal. Megan brings a strong
commitment to students, staff and
families, and I am looking forward to
working alongside her as we continue
building on the many strengths and
traditions that make PSMS such a
special place”

Ash indicates she and the rest of
the PSMS are focusing on growing
each student.

“As we prepared for the year, our
staff has spent a great deal of time
talking about what it means to tru-
ly grow every student, every day,
through every opportunity,” she
wrote. “We know that academic
growth is an important part of that
work, but middle school is about
much more. We want our students
to grow academically while also
developing confidence, character,
leadership, belonging and the skills
theywill need to successfully navigate
their futures.”

Ash notes the school will focus on
both relationships and rigorous aca-
demics through added programming
at the school.

“One of our biggest areas of focus
this year is strengthening the con-
nection between relationships and
rigor,” she explains. “We believe
relationships make rigor possible.
When students know they are cared
for, supported and truly known by
the adults in their school, we can
also challenge them to think deeply,
persevere when learning becomes
difficult and take greater responsibil-
ity for their growth. Our goal is not
simply to make school harder; it is
to make learning more meaningful,
challenging and engaging while pro-
viding students with the support they
need to be successful.”

Ash notes a “significant” addition
on the academic side is the addition
of a “What I Need,” also called WIN,
block that students will attend Mon-
day through Thursday.

“This dedicated time will allow us
to provide more consistent inter-
vention, enrichment and targeted
support based on individual student
needs,” Ash states. “Teachers will
use multiple sources of information,
including classroom performance
and assessment data, to identify
what students need and adjust sup-

Recovery

H Continued from front

prepared for the Rio Blanco Fire after
dealing with the Oak Fire in August
2025.

“As a staff we've come together
and put some plans in place so that
for if and when that does happen ...
we’ll be more prepared,” she said.

Commissioner Veronica Medina
highlighted that there were no inju-
ries or homes lost in the fire.

“Welearned alot from it,” she said.

“You guys have really got the hang
of this fire response,” Commissioner
Warren Brown commented.

He noted that, “sadly,” fire events
like the two that have occurred in the
county since August 2025 will likely
continue, “but the service to the com-
munity has been outstanding, and
the partnership, and everybody just
kind of falls in line”

Brown explained that everyone
responding to the fire knows what’s
going on and what’s expected.

“This is a big deal, having the abil-
ity to bringlarge livestock,” he added,
mentioning how residents have the
ability to house large livestock at the

Community
news.

The Pagosa Springs SUN
970-264-2100

ports throughout the year. For some
students, WIN may mean additional
help with an essential math or read-
ing skill; for others, it may provide
enrichment and opportunities to
extend their learning.”

Ash indicates, however, that the
school will be focusing on more than
academics.

“At the same time, we want our
students to experience everything
that makes middle school such an
important and exciting time in their
lives,” she wrote. “PSMS students
have opportunities to discover new
interests, take healthy risks, build
friendships, develop leadership skills
and find places where they belong.
Whether that happens in the class-
room, on an athletic field or court,
through a club, during an outdoor
or adventure learning experience,
or while serving our community, we
want students to find something that
connects them to their school and
helps them discover who they are
becoming.

“Most importantly, we want every
student who walks through our doors
to know that they belong here and
that there are adults who know them,
care about them and believe in what
they can accomplish. We want every
Pirate to feel challenged, supported
and proud to be part of PSMS.”

Ashindicates that partnering with
others will be critical in helping stu-
dents succeed.

“We also know that we cannot do
this work alone,” she wrote. “Our
families and community are essen-
tial partners in helping our students
thrive. When students see the adults
in their lives working together, com-
municating and sharing high ex-
pectations for their success, it sends
a powerful message that they are
surrounded by people who believe
in them.

“That idea of being Stronger To-
gether will continue to guide us this
year. It means students supporting
one another, staff working collab-
oratively, families partnering with
the school and our community con-
tinuing to invest in its young people.
Each of us plays a different role, but
we share the same goal: helping our
students grow into confident, capable
and caring young people who are
prepared for whatever comes next.”

Ash also shared excitement for the
new year.

“There is tremendous energy
headinginto this school year, and we
are excited about what lies ahead,”
she states. “We are fortunate to
have incredible students, dedicated
educators, supportive families and a
community that cares deeply about
its schools. Together, we have an op-
portunity to make the 2026-27 school
year one filled with growth, connec-
tion, challenge, joy and countless
opportunities for our students.

“We are excited to welcome our
Pirates back. We are PSMS, and we
are stronger together”

Pagosa Springs High
School

Pagosa Springs High School
(PSHS) will be under the leadership
of Principal Josh Sanchez this year,
who moved into the role following
Sean O’Donnell’s retirement.

He will be joined by Assistant
Principal Angela Ayers.

“Iam incredibly excited and hon-

county fairgrounds when evacuation
orders are issued.

Galabota commented that part of
the CSU'’s outreach “isn’t just us in-
forming, but us teaching,” noting the
importance oflivestock owners trailer
training their horses.

ored to lead the Pagosa Springs
High School community,” Sanchez
wrote in an email to The SUN. “As a
proud graduate of Pagosa Springs
High School myself, I have a deep
appreciation for and understanding
of the culture of excellence that ex-
ists throughout our school—in the
classroom, in athletics and activities,
in the performingarts, and in so many
other areas.”

This year, PSHS will have a new
start time of 8 a.m. in order to accom-
modate a new class schedule.

“This year, we are implementing a
new eight-period schedule designed
to provide students with greater op-
portunities to prepare for success
beyond high school,” Sanchez ex-
plains. “With this schedule, students
will have the opportunity to take
all of their core classes every day
throughout the school year. Research
has shown thatincreased consistency
and access to core instruction can
positively impact student learning
and academic achievement.”

Sanchez continues, “I am excited
about what this new schedule, com-
bined with the dedication of our
outstanding staff and the commit-
ment of our students and families,
will mean for the future of Pagosa
Springs High School. Together, we
will continue building on our strong
tradition of excellence while creating
even greater opportunities for every
student to succeed.”

San Juan Mountain

School

San Juan Mountain School (SJMS),
the district’s alternative high school,
will again be led by Principal Stewart
Bellina.

“San Juan Mountain School staff
members are all excited for another
year, and look forward to taking time
when students return to develop the
culture of our school before diving
into academics,” Bellina wrote in an
email to The SUN.

Bellina also notes the staff will
include two new members this year.

“We are welcoming 2 new staff
members this year, Sam Peters for
Social Studies and Leslie Hutchison
as our Resource Interventionist.
They are great fits for our team, both
bringing lots of experience in adven-
ture-based learning and a history of
working with students who perform
better in an alternative environment,”
she wrote”

Bellina also highlights this will be
the school’s seventh graduating class,
adding, “we are already looking for-
ward to supporting our seniors in
their last year of high school”

Pagosa Peak Open
School

Pagosa Peak Open School (PPOS),
which is chartered by the district, be-
gan classes on Aug. 17 under the helm
of School Director Emily Murphy.

This year, PPOS unveiled its newly
renovated middle school area, which
features three classrooms with of-
fices/small group spaces attached
— an upgrade from one room with
a curtain.

The middle school area will also
see the addition of new technology
soon — a Promethean interactive
digital display that takes the place of
whiteboards and projectors.

“Our community is awesome and
within a week we got $3,000 funded,”

Medina indicated that a report
from the USFS on the soil conditions
of the fire area is being prepared.

“The areas that were burnt the
most were small areas, and they were
in the Frio Canyon,” she added.

clayton@pagosasun.com

middle school math advisor Joey
Wrychesit said with a smile.

Murphy noted this year’s goal is to
fund the renovation of the school’s
other downstairs area, which is cur-
rently a large room that features a
library and spaces for art and music.

“Right now it’s very makeshift,”
Murphy said.

The school also has a new outdoor
classroom and amphitheater space in
progress, Murphy shared.

Murphy also shared excitement
that middle school students will be
able to take electives this year, includ-
ingorchestra, learning an instrument
or football.

Murphy noted it’s a lot of small
groups, but students are able to
choose what they do.

“We're just excited,” Murphy said,
highlighting the school’s enrollment
is 142 currently. “We growing, which
we’'re really happy about.”

District changes

Last year, the district began a
stronger focus on combating ab-
senteeism — something work will
continue on this year.

“We will continue our focus on
reducing chronic absenteeism and
helping students be at school, en-
gaged, and ready to learn,” Holt ex-
plains in the newsletter. “This year,
we are changing how we respond to
attendance concerns. Rather than
distinguishing between excused and
unexcused absences, we will look
at the percentage of school days a
student misses. Every absence rep-
resents missed instructional time,
regardless of the reason. School-
sponsored activity absences will not
count toward this percentage. Our
goal is to identify concerns earlier,
partner with families, and provide
supportbefore absences significantly
affect student learning.”

On the Al front, Holt explains the
district will continue developing “a
thoughtful districtwide approach
that prepares both students and staff
to use Al ethically, responsibly, and
effectively.”

“There is no doubt that AI is
changing how we learn, work, and
communicate,” he notes.

Holt adds, “This work will include
continued staff learning, clearer
student expectations, resources for
teachers, and opportunities to ex-
plore how Al can strengthen teaching
and learning.”

School and road

construction

With construction continuing
downtown, ASD is encouraging
families to use school transportation
whenever possible.

ASD notes in its newsletter that

Il See School A7

WE BUY

GOLD

and sell it too.

Turn your old, broken jewelry
into CASH TODAY

San Juan Trading Post
635 San Juan St. (Hwy 160)  (970) 731-PAWN (7296)

* *
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silver, guns,
coins an
more.

New Lunch

TRY SOME OF OUR DELICIOUS
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Prime Steaks Open Tue-Sat
Seafood « Pastas « Subs YU R
Wraps & Salads Call Today to Reserve

Our Private Gondola

970.398.2409

Full Bar & Extensive Wine List
Homemade Key Lime Pie

2151 Eagle Drive | cityhallcafe.co | 970.398.2409
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Lisa and Tim Vail
Brian Swett

Pagosa Peak Family Dentistry
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Kathie Disner

Hearing & Tinnitus Solutions

Experiencing Hearing Loss or Aggravating Noise

1in Your Ears?

Management Options:

Hearing aids can improve

communication, reduce listening effort,
and support cognitive health by keeping

the brain engaged.

Evidence-based treatment approaches can
help reduce the impact tinnitus has on

sleep, concentration, and stress.

970.444.2314

Risk Factors:

Untreated hearing loss has been associated

with an increased risk of cognitive decline,
social isolation, depression, and falls.

Addressing hearing loss early helps keep
you connected to conversations, supports
brain health, and promotes long-term

quality of life.

Robert Melton, AuD

Doctor of Audiology

Hearing & Tinnitus Care Specialist
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Water conservancy approves water demand study contract

By Josh Pike
Staff Writer

At its Aug. 17 meeting, the San
Juan Water Conservancy District
(SJWCD) Board of Directors moved
forward with contracting engineering
firm RJH Consultants to perform a
water demand study for the district’s
reservoir project.

SJWCD board president Randy
Cooper opened discussion of the
study by summarizing the history of
the study, which the board delayed
approving at its last meeting since
board treasurer Joe Tedder was not
at the meeting and had not had an
opportunity to review the contract.

He explained that the $147,400

Drive

M Continued from front
through county-owned North Pagosa
Boulevard.

He said, “I'mnot trying to be hard-
nosed, but the county can shut down
that road.”

Harris explained that “Mr. Pearson
will not be able to be present” at this
meeting, but that Pearson had told
him that City Market is working on a
temporary solution to fix the potholes
near the North Pagosa Boulevard ac-
cess point.

Harris noted that a “meeting would
be scheduled with all the property
owners sometime next month ... to
try to talk to the property owners to
find a permanent solution, so it’s not
areoccurring problem.”

Brown then again proposed shut-
ting down access.

“I'min favor of shutting this down,”
Brown said, “to shut the access point
off to force the issue.”

He explained thathe had a conver-
sation with one of the property own-

School

M Continued from front

families should check bus routes,
as some routes and pickup/drop-off
times have changed this year.

The newsletter points families to
the district’s website, www.mypago-
saschools.org, to review the current
information before school begins.

U.S. 160 reconstruction

cost of the study would be split be-
tween 2026 and 2027, which RJH had
agreed to.

In response to a question from
Tedder, Cooper stated that RJH
would be ready to start work on
the study immediately upon board
approval.

Tedder commented that, if the
district exceeded the money it had
budgeted for reservoir studies in
2026, it would have to approve a
revised budget, although he added
that this would likely not be an issue.

Cooper explained that the billing by
RJH would be based on their cash
expenditures for the work completed,
and Tedder added that the district does
itsaccounting on a cash basis and can-

ers, Alan Bruno of CentrePoint Prop-
erties, and that he got the impression
that Bruno “seemed rather frustrated”
with the whole situation.

“Ifthisroad doesn’t get fixed out of
concern for the safety of our commu-
nity members,” Brown suggested he’d
vote to shut down access.

He added, “I believe it will nega-
tively impact our businesses, and
that’s not my intent”

He further suggested, “My intent is
to bring in these folks to the table.
We've had the same discussion over
and over again for years, and Mr.
Bruno was very responsive,” he said,
but that he was also “frustrated” with
getting the other property owners on
board to find a solution.

Brown explained that Bruno had
asked him what’s going to happen if
nothing gets done, and Brown said,
“I'm going to recommend to our board
[BoCC] that we shut that access off.”

Brown then read a letter sent to
him by an elderly constituent that

In its newsletter, the district offers
the following general safety tips
related to the ongoing construction
work:

« “Ride the bus whenever possible,
including on the first day of school.
Fewer cars around the schools will re-
duce congestion and improve safety
for everyone.

o Students walking or biking to

not accrue expenses for the future.

Tedder also commented that state
law does not require the district to
create arevised budget when it moves
money from one line item to another,
such as moving unspent litigation
funding to another purpose, but
that the district does so to maximize
transparency.

SJWCD board member Candace
Jones pointed out that the district’s
litigation with the Pagosa Area Water
and Sanitation District over the sale
and management of Running Iron
Ranch is not concluded and will still
be incurring costs for the SJWCD.

Tedder commented that the dis-
trict is accounting for these expected
litigation costs and asked that the

explained how “the condition of this
privately owned road” had caused
bodily injury that required hospital
and doctor’s visits.

“This is exactly what I'm talking
about. Enough is enough. The time
has come,” Brown said.

He added, “I believe the county is
perfectly within their right to shut off
access, for safety and well-being. At
some point in time, we got to bring
these business owners in.”

While noting this is the first time he
had heard of bodily injury, “I have
been made aware of many repairs to
vehicles... because of the condition of
that roadway,” he said.

The idea of placing a “30-day no-
tice” came up to try to force the busi-
ness owners to the table, and after
the 30 days, shutting access down if
nothing happens, he explained.

“We have talked about this for
years. We've bent over backwards
trying to invite people to meeting after
meeting ... and yet here we are and

school should use the open cross-
walks at 2nd, 3rd, 4th/Hot Springs
Boulevard, 5th and 8th streets. Bar-
riers are there for safety: Do not walk
into the construction zone.

e Parents and student drivers
should plan for delays of up to 15
minutes during drop-off and pick-up.

 Always stop before crosswalks,
follow all traffic signals and flagger

district do any budget amendments
necessary before Oct. 15, since this
is when the district’s budget is due
to Archuleta County.

The board agreed that RJH should
provide monthly updates on the proj-
ect to ensure that the project adapts
to any changing circumstances or
barriers the district encounters,
which Jones raised concerns about.

Cooper also commented that the
district will be highly engaged with
RJH throughout the study, so it would
be aware of what is happening as it
progresses.

The board then unanimously
voted to move forward with the RTH
study with the addition of the items
discussed.

we are living here ... and enough is
enough,” he said.

He concluded, “That’s just my
pitch”

“It’s been 15 months since we
started all this, and we're just not
getting any attention, so I appreciate
you staying on this,” Commissioner
John Ranson said, adding, “Whatever
it takes.

He continued, “I know people
won'tbe happy, and they mightblame
the county commissioners, but we got
to get their attention somehow.”

“We have no authority on thatroad,
on that private property,” Brown said.

An audience member then asked,
“Why haven’t they fixed it? What's the
reason? Why won't they fix it? I'm just
asking. I don’t understand”

Brown replied, “I do not know, but,
at the end of the day; it’s not fixed”

He added, “I suppose it comes
down to money and who is gonna
pay for it”

derek@pagosasun.com

instructions, and put phones away
when driving.

For additional information on the
reconstruction work, see the informa-
tion on page 3 weekly and the related
article in this issue of The SUN.

Additional information is avail-
able at codot.gov/projects/us160pa-
gosasprings.

randi@pagosasun.com

Leaves will be fallin’, projects callin’,
Fall into savings, rent today,

Quality equipment, ready your way!
Telehandlers, tools galore,

Whatever you need—we’ve got more!

See our full line
of equipment on
pinevalleyrental.com

391 Bastille Drive
(970) 731-4410

Save On Short Carpet Rolls
& Area Rugs

Think dorm rooms, classroomes,
play areas, refresh a bedroom!

The Tile &
Carpet Store

M-F 8-4:30
(970) 731-5282
204 Bastille Dr.

N. Pagosa Blvd,
Left at Bastille Dr.




A8 — The Pagosa Springs SUN — Thursday, August 27, 2026

Update

H Continued from front
by Christmas.

The project is currently at 83 per-
cent completion, she explained.

CDOT is managing, with WW
Clyde as its contractor, the $24.5
million road reconstruction project,
which is replacing old asphalt with a
new concrete road surface between
1st and 8th streets in downtown.

The project is also widening side-
walks, adding new pedestrian cross-
walks, upgrading ADA sidewalk
ramps and upgrading underground
utilities.

Greene noted that this coming
Monday, the start of school for
Archuleta School District, parents
who are bringing their children to
school should be mindful of traffic
slowdowns due to the construction.

“Please ride the bus, when you

Investigation

H Continued from front
from Bennet's office states.

Peters formerly served as the Mesa
County clerk and recorder, and in
2024 was convicted of three counts of
attempting to influence a public ser-
vant, conspiracy to commit criminal
impersonation-cause liability, official
misconduct, violations of election
duties and failure to comply with sec-
retary of state requirements, with the
charges relating to a breach of Mesa
County’s elections system in an attempt
to find evidence of voter fraud in 2020.

She was sentenced to eight years
and three months in the Colorado
Department of Corrections and six
months in countyjail, but, in May, Col-
orado Gov. Jared Polis granted Peters a
limited commutation, with that action
granting Peters parole effective June 1.

Prior to taking action to commute
Peters’ sentence, President Donald
Trump pushed for Peters’ release.

“The Trump Administration’s coor-
dinated weaponization of the fed-
eral bureaucracy - intended to compel
Colorado to pardon an individual con-
victed of state crimes in state court - is
unprecedented, and strikes at the core
of our democracy and our Constitu-
tion’s federal architecture,” Bennet’s
letter states.

Bennet’s call for investigation fol-
lows a pending lawsuit revealing new
information concerning a White House
meeting that focused on Colorado in
December 2025.

“As you know, last week, a pending
lawsuit revealed new evidence con-
firming the White House’s willful
targeting of Colorado,” Bennet's letter
states. “In an email, sent at 2:43am on
December 15, 2025, a White House
special assistant directed individuals
from the Departments of Transporta-
tion, Agriculture, Interior, Energy, and
the Office of Management and Budget
to join a ‘brainstorm call’ to discuss
‘immediate actions that [their agen-
cies] can take with respect to Colorado’
This email was a clear and direct con-
tinuation of President Trump’s effort
to secure former Mesa County Clerk
and Recorder Tina Peters’ release from
state prison, after a jury of her peers
found her guilty of four state felonies
and multiple misdemeanors. President
Trump raised the issue again within
hours of the email being sent, criticiz-
ing Colorado Governor Jared Polis for
not allowing ‘our wonderful Tina to
come out of a jail, in a high intensity
jail, because she caught people cheat-
ing on an election that they said she
was cheating.”

In the days following the December
email, Bennet alleges, the Trump ad-
ministration took a series of actions
targeting Colorado. It cut grant fund-
ing; denied two requests for disaster
relief from the Federal Emergency
Management Agency (FEMA) related
to the Lee and Elkfires and flooding in
Southwest Colorado; threatened SNAP
benefits for more than 100,000 Colo-
rado families; and sought to dismantle
the National Center for Atmospheric
Research in Boulder. In the final days of
the year, Trump issued the first veto of
his second presidential term, blocking
bipartisan legislation that would have
completed the long-promised Arkan-
sas Valley Conduit and delivered clean
drinking water to 50,000 Coloradans.

“Presidential administrations are
entitled to advance their political pri-
orities - part of the presidency’s power
is the ability to direct the executive
branch in a manner that aligns with
their policy preferences,” the letter
states. “But that authority doesnotand
hasnever included the absolute ability
to dictate terms to states, which retain
elements of sovereignty in their own
right. This is a fundamental precept of
our federalist system of government,
and is especially true in the realm of
state sentences and state convictions
handed down by state courts.”

The letter indicates there is no
“policy difference being adjudicated”
that pits Colorado against the federal
government, nor did Congress pass a
law that would override state law.

“Instead, the Administration is at-

can, to help mitigate the traffic,” she
urged.

After Labor Day, drivers will see a
traffic shift from the dog-leg (near
the former courthouse) to 8th Street,
moving traffic to the north side of U.S.
160, she explained.

This will allow “milling” to begin
on the south side from the dog-leg
to 8th Street and stormwater utility
work at 5th and 7th streets, she ex-
plained, adding that the intersection
improvement at Piedra Road and
Harman Park will also begin in mid-
September.

When opened to questions from
the elected officials, town council
member Brooks Lindner wanted
to know the total number of days
worked so far and the total expected
number of work days remaining.

“In reality, it really doesn’t mean

tempting to use the overwhelming
power of the executive branch - grant
determinations and disaster aid, nutri-
tion benefits and thelocation of federal
facilities - to force action thatis inargu-
ablywithin Colorado’s exclusive sphere
of authority,” the letter states.

It adds, “Allowing this unconstitu-
tional overreach to go unchallenged
sets a dangerous precedent, and un-
settles the relationship between states
and the federal government. No state
should be subject to punitive measures
for decisions that simply happen to go
against a sitting president’s desires -
and no American should be denied
relief from floods and wildfires, or
see their opportunity for clean water
ripped away, simply because they hap-
pentolivein astate atodds with a given
administration.

“The President - unable to accom-
plish his objective legally - resorted to a
campaign of coercion. But the nature of
this assaultis not confined to Colorado
alone. Today, no state, and no citizen,
can assume they are safe from similar
methods of intimidation. That should
concern us all”

Bennet calls for the investigation to
commence when the Senate recon-
venes in September.

“The Senate must investigate this
coordinated effort when we return
in September. Coloradans, and all
Americans, deserve to know the truth,”
Bennet wrote.

Archuleta County ties

On, Nov. 12, 2025, Polis formally
requested a major disaster declaration
from the president and the FEMA to
support ongoing recovery efforts in La
Plata, Archuleta and Mineral counties
following the record-breaking western
Colorado flooding that occurred Oct.
10-14, 2025.

The declaration would have un-
locked FEMA Public Assistance and
Hazard Mitigation Grant Program
funding to help communities recover
from severe flooding, debris flows,
infrastructure damage and long-term
watershed impacts.

Trump and FEMA denied Colo-
rado’s requests on Dec. 20, 2025, with
the denial letter stating, “Based on
our review of all of the information
available, it has been determined that
supplemental federal assistance un-
der the Stafford Act is not warranted.
Therefore, I must inform you that your
request for amajor disaster declaration
is denied”

OnJan. 16, Polis, along with Bennet
and Sen. John Hickenlooper, submitted
appeals to Trump appealing Trump’s
denials of Colorado’s two major disas-
ter declaration requests for flooding in
Western Colorado, as well as for the Elk
and Lee fires.

Polis’ letter to Trump regarding the
flooding, sent through FEMA's acting
regional manager for Region VIII, Kath-
erine Fox, notes, “The State is appealing
your denial of the request because the
damages from the flooding clearly ex-
ceeded FEMA's indicators for a Major
Disaster Declaration.”

The letter further discusses the sig-
nificant impacts of the flooding, the
state’s effort to help and financial
challenges.

In Archuleta County, it states, “the
per capita indicator equates to more
than $995 per person to repair damages
to roads and other county infrastruc-
ture. The total annual road repair and
maintenance budget for the County
falls vastly short at approximately
$7,000,000, when total costs exceed
$13,292,000”

The letter also discusses the flood
impacts on the San Juan River and
notes the river’s role as a “substantial
economic driver” and potential im-
pacts of not repairing the river.

On April 13, the state of Colorado
was notified that the federal govern-
ment denied Colorado’s two appeals
for major disaster declarations for the
flooding and fires.

The April 10 denial letter from the
FEMA states, “After a thorough review
of all the information contained in the
initial request and appeal, we reaffirm

much to tell you the total number
of days, because it’s just literally the
number of days worked,” Greene said,
adding, “I'thought the 83 percent was
a better number to give you”

Lindner asked, “But we have some
considerations based on the total
number of days, no?”

Greene explained that the total
number of days worked sits at 270,
and that “this is the same” as that 83
percent number.

On the number of days remaining,
she didn’t have an exact number, but
explained that the road should be
fully open by Christmas.

“I know it seems like a lot, but we
really don’t have that much more to
do,” she said.

In talking with her “construction
team, the only heavy -lift that remains
is the 1st Street work,” she added.

the determination that supplemental
federal assistance under the Stafford
Actis not warranted. Therefore, I must
inform you thatyour appeal for amajor
disaster declaration is denied””

According to Kevin Klein, director
of the Colorado Division of Homeland
Securityand Emergency Management,
it was the first time in 35 years that the
state of Colorado had been denied
federal assistance as part of a major
disaster declaration request.

On April 29, Bennet and Hicken-
looper, together with U.S. Reps. Raja
Krishnamoorthi, Joe Neguse and
Brittney Pettersen, introduced the
Disaster Declaration Transparency
Act, which would allow Congress to
override a presidential denial of federal
disasterrelief funding and create anew
fast-track process.

Thatbill was referred to committee.

A new FEMA request

On Aug. 23, Polisrequested a major
disaster declaration from the presi-
dent and FEMA to support recov-
ery from the Aspen Acres and Gold
Mountain Fires, and the subsequent
flooding and debris flows on both
burn scars.

The request includes more than
$18 million in individual and public
assistance for Pueblo and Custer
counties, and public assistance sup-
port for residents in Ouray County.

The Gold Mountain Fire began on
June 27 northeast of the town of Ouray,
and has burned just over 39,500 acres
and, as of Tuesday, Aug. 25, was 87
percent contained.

Two days later, the Aspen Acres
Fire ignited in eastern Custer County
and quickly spread to Pueblo County,
burning more than 102,000 acres and
becoming the seventh largest wildfire
in Colorado’s history. As of Tuesday,
it was 77 percent contained, and the
area was under a flash flood watch.

“The Aspen Acres and Gold Moun-
tain Fires destroyed over 300 homes,
damaged critical infrastructure, and
disrupted the livelihoods of Colo-
radans across three counties,” Polis
said. “These disasters clearly meet all
the requirements for a major disaster
declaration, and the flooding and de-
bris flows that followed have caused
further destruction and claimed a life.
Colorado has committed significant
resources to this response, but the scale
of this disaster requires a strong part-
nership among federal, state, and local
governments for a successful recovery.
We have been working to assess the
damage correctly and by the book and
ensure we get it right to do all we can
to support our communities affected
by these disasters.”

The entire Colorado congressional
delegation expresses support for the
request in an Aug. 24 letter to Trump.

“In June 2026, extreme heat, pro-

CDOT is also working with the
school district to inform parents
about closures from 7th to 10th
streets during the fall school months,
but that only one road at a time
would be closed, allowing naviga-
tion through the other routes, she
explained.

Commissioner Warren Brown said
to Greene, “Thank you for your up-
dates. We really appreciate it

CDOT states on its website about
the project that replacing the old
asphalt with concrete “will increase
the lifespan and longevity of the
roadway, requiring less frequent
maintenance.”

It adds, “Concrete is less suscep-
tible to wear and tear under heavy
traffic volume and is less prone to
weather damage.”

derek@pagosasun.com

longed drought, and high winds up
to 100 miles per hour contributed to
two mega fires in Colorado within 48
hours,” the letter states, adding, “To-
gether, these fires destroyed drinking
water and electric utility infrastructure,
and over 800 structures and 324 homes.
The burn scars from both fires contrib-
uted to significant post-fire flooding
and debris flows that destroyed addi-
tional homes, buildings, and electric,
water, and transportation infrastruc-
ture. On August 16, a significant rain
eventresulted in one fatality in Beulah,
Colorado.”

The letter also cites economic and
other damages and disruptions.

“Both fires occurred immediately
before the Fourth of July during the
summer’s peak tourism season, dis-
rupting lodging, recreation, hospital-
ity, outfitter, and guide businesses,” it
states. “Repeated fire, flood, and debris
flow closures have limited visitation
and disrupted tourism along the U.S.
550 corridor in Ouray and San Juan
Counties, and in Beulah, Rye, and
Westcliffe, Colorado. State and federal
emergency response officials expect
these disruptions to continue through
the remainder of the summer season,
with flood warnings and business
closures continuing to cause cancel-
lations while agricultural producers
lose livestock, fencing, and grazing
lands. In already isolated rural com-
munities, the ongoing road closures
are limiting access to work, schools,
pharmacies, medical care, and other
essential services.’

A trio of area elected officials have
also expressed support for the new
disaster declaration request and refer-
enced the area’s denied requests.

“The denial of a federal disaster
declaration after experiencing two
100-year flooding events between Oct.
10-14, 2025, was and continues to be
deeply disappointing to us and to the
families who have suffered losses,’
said Archuleta County Commissioner
Warren Brown. “The county and our
residents should not be left with the
financial and emotional burden of re-
building without the federal assistance
we desperately need. We urge the
administration to consider this when
theyreceive additional disaster decla-
ration requests from the great state of
Colorado, and recognize the severity
of the damage and the urgent needs
of those affected. Our communities,
regardless of their political affiliation,
deserve a strong compassionate re-
sponse that puts the well-being of our
neighbors and our communities first”

“After last year’s devastating floods
and the denial of federal disaster as-
sistance, Archuleta County is only
now beginning to return to a sense
of normalcy,” said Archuleta County
Sheriff Mike Le Roux. “In one year
M See Investigation A9
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County planning commission hears comprehensive plan update

By Clayton Chaney
Staff Writer

During a special meeting held by
the Archuleta County Planning Com-
mission on Thursday, Aug. 13, the
commission heard an update on the
county’s comprehensive plan from
Senior Project Manager Ed Boik with
HR Green.

Boik explained the county’s current
comprehensive plan is nine years old
and that, “A lot has changed since
then, and the plan should keep up”

Boik noted the county is continu-
ing to grow with new homes and
businesses, putting more pressure
on utilities like water and power use.

Boik also explained that the state
is now requiring counties to plan
for water supply and where growth
and development should take place
under Senate Bill 24-174.

Boik went on to review what a
comprehensive plan is, and what it
is not.

He noted that a comprehensive
plan is a “shared vision” for the next
10 to 20 years in the county and helps
guide county decisions related to
roads, water use and other services.

He explained that the plan gives
the Board of County Commissioners
(BoCC) “apolicy to point to” and puts
community priorities in writing to
carry forward.

Boikalso explained thata compre-
hensive plan does not rezone any-
thing, nor does it change what prop-
erty owners can do on their land
today.

He also mentioned that it is not a
county budget, “butit can help guide
decisions related to infrastructure.”

Boik noted that the comprehen-
sive plan also does not approve
or deny any specific development
project.

“It’'s a forward-looking document,”
he said.

Boik then explained the multiple
different elements that go into mak-
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since August 2025, the Oakwood Fire,
the floods, and the Rio Blanco Fire,
have strained the limited resources
of our small, rural community and
reinforced just how important it is for
communities to be resilient when fed-
eral support is no longer guaranteed.

ing the comprehensive plan, suggest-
ing that the land use and strategic
growth element is “probably the
most important part” because this is
what will say where certain types of
development should go.

Boik also mentioned that the
“community character and heritage”
element is a really important compo-
nent “because the county’s got a re-
ally unique character” that residents
want to protect.

He noted that was expressed a lot
during a community workshop held
on Aug. 12.

“So, that remains something that’s
very important for how we move for-
ward and think about planning here,”
Boik said.

He also mentioned the transporta-
tion and mobility component of the
plan go hand in hand.

“What decisions you make on land
use is going to determine how the
roads respond,” he said, explain-
ing that trails and other alternative
transportation methods should also
be considered.

Boik then spoke about the infra-
structure, utilities and water supply
element, noting again that the water
supply aspect is being mandated by
the state.

Boik also highlighted that a natu-
ral environment component will also
be included, mentioning the abun-
dance of open space and recreation
opportunities in the area.

He then talked about how these
plans don’t do a lot of good without
having a good implementation side
to it, “because you want that plan to
actually be used and it be defensible”

He explained that his firm is work-
ing with stakeholders in the com-
munity, alongside county staff “to
develop strong implementation
actions that are defensible by having
goals and policies support them.

Boik spoke more on the state-
mandated water supply and stra-
tegic growth elements, explaining

I'm grateful to Governor Polis and
the state for keeping local leaders in-
formed and supported, and I sincerely
hope the communities impacted by
these latest disasters receive the fed-

eral assistance they need to rebuild
and get back on their feet faster than
we were able to”

those elements can have an effect
on housing.

He mentioned that these elements
are also being formed in part by other
ongoing activities like the commu-
nity’s housing needs assessment.

“So, we're working to integrate all
of that information together into this
general plan so it’s consistent and it
speaks properly amongst all the other
actions that are taking place,” he said.

Boik then went on to explain that
the comprehensive plan is used in
helping make decisions with rezon-
ing requests, and that the plan can be
useful in helping secure grant funding.

Hereiterated that the comprehen-
sive plan does not change any zoning,
and thatit does not necessarily mean
the community is going to build
more.

He noted that the strategic growth
element can also be used to help
preserve and retain the community’s
character.

Boik also encouraged residents to
share feedback, even if their ideas are
not in alignment with what’s being
incorporated into the plan.

“We want to hear it,” he said, ex-
plaining how that will help improve
the plan.

A community survey is available
to take online at https://bit.
ly/4qF5MrT.

That survey will close on Aug. 31.

Boik explained that much of the
plan has yet to actually be written
as his firm has been gathering all
the necessary information in order
to do so.

“Public comment is super, super
important,” he added, explaining that
whatever inputis received is going to
help develop the vision for the plan.

Boik gave a brief review of the
community workshop that was held
on Aug. 12, explaining that “a lot of
great comments” were received and
that attendees were able to partici-
pate in some activities to help identify
where certain developments should

“I'support Colorado communities
receiving federal assistance when
disasters overwhelm local resources,”
said La Plata County Commissioner
Matt Salka. “That same support should
have been available to Vallecito, where
residents and La Plata County were left
to manage a significant flood recovery
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take place.

“We're making it transparent,” he
said.

He explained that folks were asked
what they like about the county cur-
rently as “that sets the foundation for
how we move forward.”

He noted that people expressed
appreciation for the rural small town
community, along with appreciation
of the history and natural environ-
ment of the area.

Boik also mentioned that people
expressed wanting sustainable and
affordable development in the future,
specifically noting the desire for more
year-round recreation opportunities.

Boik explained that a second pub-
lic engagement workshop will be
held in early 2027 once a draft of the
comprehensive plan is completed.

He noted that the water supply
and strategic growth elements need
to be adopted by the BoCC by the
end of the year, but that the other
elements in the plan can be adopted
later in 2027.

A few public comments were
given at the meeting, with one com-
menter speaking about how the plan
can be used for preserving stuffin the
community.

“I think if that’s what this plan
does, that’s going to be a mistake,’
he said, suggesting that the county is
either going to “grow or die.”

He also commented on housing
affordability in the county, suggest-
ing that low incomes are part of the
problem.

“I'think this plan has to strategize
growth and building the business
base here,” he said, also mentioning
that big-box stores and national fran-
chise developments can be “scary.”

He mentioned that developing a
vision for the future of the county is
super important in helping provide a
narrative that “people can understand
that we have to grow and that there’s a
way to do that that’s not scary.”

clayton@pagosasun.com

without federal disaster funding. Fam-
ilies and local governments should not
have to carry the financial and emo-
tional burden of recovery alone, and
Vallecito’s experience demonstrates
why timely federal partnership is so
important when disaster strikes.”
randi@pagosasun.com
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VOLLEYBALL

Lady Pirates go 1-4 to open season

By Jack Sellner
Staff Writer

The Pagosa Springs High School
Lady Pirate volleyball team opened
its season with a four-game tour-
nament in Glenwood Springs last
weekend.

The Lady Pirates started the tour-
nament with a 2-1 win over Coal
Ridge, but lost the next three.

Coach Chelsea Caler attributed
those losses to errors, and expressed
she feels that when the girls are able
to clean things up, they are going to
be a tough team to play.

Pagosa Springs kicked off the tour-
nament and their season with a late
afternoon showdown on Friday, Aug.
21, against the Coal Ridge Titans.

The Lady Pirates won the first set
25-18, dropped the second set 25-14
and won the winner-take-all third
set 15-12.

“I'thought we did areally good job
of turning our opportunities into
points against Coal Ridge,” Caler
wrote in an email to the SUN. “Our
serve receive was solid, but more
importantly, our hitters were putting
balls away and we were able to get our
offense going.”

Avea Bruce led the girls with nine
kills in the match. Dawson Iverson
was right behind her with eight kills,
and she held a kill percentage of 53.3
percent. Veda Deitemeyer had four
kills, Sydney Plake had three, Malo-
rie Morton had two and Ellie Vining
had one.

Darria Fiorenza led the team with
three aces, Tatiana Monterroso and
Plake each had two, and Iverson and
Saleisha Black each had one.

After the win to open their season,
the Lady Pirates went on a three-
game slide in the final three games
of the tournament.

“Honestly, it came down to errors,”

wrote Caler. “We had some hitting
and blocking errors that put us in
some holes, and we struggled at times
to get ourselves back out of them.”

In their second game of the tour-
nament and second game on Friday,
the girls lost 2-0 to Meeker.

The Lady Pirates lost the first set
25-16 and the second set 25-11.

Morton, Bruce, Deitemeyer and
Iverson each had three kills, which
accounted for all 12 Pagosa Springs
kills in the match.

Fiorenza and Iverson each had
two aces and were the only two girls
on the team with aces in the match.

The Lady Pirates finished with 12
attacking errors and five service er-
rors in the match.

The second set of two matches was
played on Saturday, Aug. 22. The
Lady Pirates started the day off with
amatch against the tournament host
Glenwood Springs.

The team lost the match 2-0, which
included a close 27-25loss in the first
setand a 25-15loss in the second set.

Plake led the team with four kills
and Iverson had three kills. Bruce,
Deitemeyer and Vining each had
two kills. Iverson also had three aces,
and Liana Vega and Monterroso each
had one.

The Lady Pirates committed eight
attacking errors, three service errors
and eight receiving errors.

The loss set up a matchup with
Rifle for the Lady Pirates’ final match
of the tournament.

The Lady Pirates couldn’t correct
the slide and lost 2-1 to the Bears.

The Bears took a close first set 28-
26, but the Lady Pirates evened it up
after the second with a score of 25-22.
Ultimately, the Bears came out on top
with a 15-6 win in the third set.

Iverson and Plake each had eight
kills in the match to co-lead the team.
Morton had six, Deitemeyer had four

and Vining had two. Vining led the
team in aces with three, Iverson had
two and Monterroso had one.

The Lady Pirates committed 24
attacking errors, 10 service errors and
five receiving errors.

“We’re still working on getting our
hitters and setters connected and
finding that timing,” Caler wrote.
“When it clicks, I think we’re going
to have some serious power.”

Despite going 1-3 at the tourna-
ment, Caler indicates she was im-
pressed with the girls’ level of com-
petition even when they were strug-
gling.

She also highlighted that setters
Vega and Black are taking on big
leadership roles in their first varsity
experience and handling it in stride.

The Lady Pirates were back in ac-
tion on Tuesday, Aug. 25, against
Dolores in their home opener.

After the tournament, Caler em-
phasized that the Bears were going
to be a tall task for the girls and that
proved true as the Lady Pirates lost
3-0.

“Doloresis afundamentally sound
team,” wrote Caler. “They do a good
job of putting pressure on you while
taking care of their side of the net, and
that exposed some of the inconsisten-
cies we're still working through.”

The Lady Pirates lost the first set
25-14, the second set 25-11 and the
third set 25-19.

Serving and passing, two things
that Caler noted the Lady Pirates had
done well throughout the early part of
the season, broke down for the girls
against Dolores, she indicates.

She also mentions that, like the
tournamentin Glenwood Springs, the
team committed too many unforced
€rrors.

“We definitely had some good
stretches, and I think the biggest
M See Volleyball A11

From dance floors to ski slopes: Support Pagosa’s young
athletes during Colorado Youth Sports Giving Day

By Suzy Halterman
Special to The SUN

Sports give kids more than an op-
portunity to move their bodies.
Participation can build confidence
and resilience, support physical and
mental well-being, create connec-
tions, and develop skills that last far
beyond their years as athletes.

From Sept. 1-15, the Daniels Fund
and Project Play Colorado will host
the third annual Colorado Youth
Sports Giving Day, a statewide online
fundraising campaign helping more
Colorado kids experience the joy,
health and lifelong benefits of sports.

The initiative has raised nearly $9
million in its first two years, ben-
efiting more than 240 organizations
across the state.

This year, two Pagosa Springs
nonprofits — Pagosa Springs Dance
Academy and Wolf Creek Ski Team —
are participating.

Dance and skiing may not be the
first activities that come to mind
when thinking of traditional youth
sports, but both get kids away from
screens, moving their bodies and
training alongside other young ath-
letes. They build strength, coordina-
tion and discipline while giving kids
opportunities to challenge them-
selves, build relationships and gain
confidence.

The Wolf Creek Ski Team aims to
uplift athletes by helping them devel-
op life skills, build lasting friendships
and reach their individual potential
on the mountain.

The Pagosa Springs Dance Acad-
emy embraces the joy of movement
while empowering students to devel-
op skills, discipline and confidence
through dance.

Both organizations work to keep
participation affordable and offer
scholarships to reduce financial bar-
riers for local families.

The need for accessible youth
sports extends across Colorado.
Only 38 percent of children from
low-income households participate
in sports, compared with 72 percent
of children from higher-income
families.

Colorado Youth Sports Giving Day
gives individuals and businesses an
opportunity to support programs
like these while leveraging statewide
matching funds to bring additional
dollars back to youth programs in our
community.

The biggest opportunity begins at
6 p.m. on Sept. 1, when a statewide
$1.5 million matching pool opens.
Eligible online donations will be
matched dollar for dollar while funds
remain. Because the pool is shared
statewide and expected to be claimed
quickly, donors hoping for the full 1:1
match should give as close to 6 p.m.
as possible.

A separate $250,000 America250
Fund provides a 1:1 match for quali-
fying online donations made through
donor-advised funds, IRAs or wire
transfers.

After the 1:1 matching pools are
exhausted, eligible donations made
through Sept. 15 will still receive a
percentage-based boost through the
statewide incentive fund.

Individuals and businesses can

make donations Sept. 1-15 through
each organization’s Colorado Gives
page. The Pagosa Springs Dance
Academy’s direct giving link is
https://mtyc.co/2kxscf, and the Wolf
Creek Ski Team’s is https://mtyc.co/
p5okgf.

Donors can also visit YouthSports-
GivingDay.org and search for either
organization by name.

Whether young athletes find their
passion on the mountain or in the
dance studio, youth sports give kids
opportunities to move, connect with
others, challenge themselves and
build confidence. This September,
Pagosa Springs can support two very
different local organizations with a
shared goal: keeping kids active and
helping local youth experience the
joy and lifelong benefits of sport.

SUN photo/Randi Pierce

Lady Pirate Malorie Morton sends the ball into Dolores Bears territory for a point during the team’s home

opener on Tuesday, Aug. 25.

Play hard,
Pirates!
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SOCCER

Pirates slated to open season with Thursday home game

By Jack Sellner
Staff Writer

The Pagosa Springs High School
Pirate soccer team will open its sea-
sonwith ahome game against Piedra
Vista (3-0) today, Thursday, Aug. 17.

The Pirates will square off against
the No. 1-ranked squad in New
Mexico’s 5A classification.

The Panthers are 3-0 on the sea-
son.

“I'think it'll be a good game,” said
coach Trevor Gian. “They [have been]
highly ranked in 5A New Mexico over
thelastfewyears, and Farmington’s a
town a lot of our players are familiar
with on the club side. [There are]
good players down there

The start of the Pirates’ season was

pushed back after last week’s Aztec
tournament in New Mexico was
canceled.

In the meantime, the boys have
been practicing their formation, po-
sitioning and tactics while also trying
to simulate game action on a full-size
field, noted Gian.

Specifically, Gian emphasized that
the work has looked like practicing
two-touch passes, swinging the ball
around the back, looking to position-
ally switch the point of attack and
working on creativity with the ball
within the formation.

Still, without a game under their
beltyet this season, Gian emphasized
that the Pirates have been unable
to simulate real game speed and he
believes that Piedra Vista will want

SUN photo/Randi Pierce

Lady Pirates Sydney Plake redirects the ball to gain a point during Tues-
day’s matchup with the Dolores Bears. The Lady Pirates fell in the affair.

Volleyball

H Continued from A10

positive for me was that the match
gave us a really clear picture of what
we need towork on,” the coach wrote.
“Right now, we're still learning how
to stay composed and execute when
the pace picks up and we're under
pressure.”

Stats for the game were not avail-
able by press time Wednesday.

The Lady Pirates now have over a
week until their next match.

Caler emphasizes thatin that time
the Lady Pirates will be working on
taking care of their side of the net,
putting points away when the op-
portunity presents itself and making
smarter decisions.

She also notes that practices will
be intense over the next week, espe-
cially since the schedule starts to take
off after this break.

On Thursday, Sept. 3, the Lady
Pirates, who are now 1-4, will head to
Durango to take on the 4A Demons,
who are 1-0, for their sixth match of
the season.

Including the Durango match, the
girls will play six matches in less than
two weeks.

“We're still a young team in terms
of experience playing together, and I
think these are the kinds of matches
that will help us grow,” wrote Caler.

4 )

988
Lifeline

Whether you're facing
mental health struggles,
emotional distress,
alcohol or drug use
concerns, or just need
someone to talk to, our
caring counselors are
here for you.

You are not alone.
Text 988 for help.

“We just have to be willing to learn
from them and get better”
Jjsellner@orourkemediagroup.com

to play fast.

“I just think it’s just going to be a
fast game, and we’ll have to settle in a
little bit and slow it down,” he said. “[It]
would be ideal to where we can sort of
make some adjustments, again, be-
cause it'll be our first time on the field”

Gian put a big emphasis on play-
ing a very tight first 10 minutes of the
game as to not give anything up early.

He noted he really wants his team
to slow the game down and not play
rushed.

On thefield, players such as senior
Ryder King and junior Hudson Davis
in the middle of the field as well as ju-
nior Ethan Bracken in net are players
that Gian highlighted as important

pieces for the Pirates.

Younger players such as sopho-
more Ryder Davis are also going to
get a chance to fortify the defense and
push the ball through the middle of
the field, Gian noted.

More than anything, Gian ex-
plained he wants his team to stay in
shape as they both push forward on
the attack and recover defensively.

“This will be a big test,” Gian said,
adding, “Formationally, we're look-
ing to do some specific things, and a
lot of those players are going to play
a pivotal role there.”

Thursday’s game will kick off at 4
p.m. at Golden Peaks Stadium.

Jjsellner@orourkemediagroup.com

FooTBALL

Pirates fall to Centauri
in season opener

By Clayton Chaney
Staff Writer

The Pagosa Springs High School
Pirate football team was shut out in
its opening game of the season last
Friday, Aug. 28, in LaJara, falling 31-0
to the Centauri Falcons.

Despite the scoreline, coach Na-
than Morales explained that there
were still “a lot of good takeaways”
from the game.

He noted that the Falcons are
consistently a tough opponent and
that the Pirates gave up eight plays
that made the difference in the game,
with the Falcons scoring on five of
those.

The Falcons put up a total of 350
yards of offense and took an 18-0lead
into halftime. They would go on to
score a touchdown in the third and
fourth quarters, converting one extra
point to bring the final score to 31-0.

“I gotta do a better job of making
sure we're prepared for an opponent
like that early on,” Morales said.

He mentioned the Pirates had
eight new starters on defense and
nine new starters on offense com-
pared to last season.

Morales also explained the Pirates
need to do a better job of blocking,
running the ball and finishing tackles.

“I need to make sure we execute
better,” Morales said, adding, “It’s all
onme.”

Morales also spoke about how the
Pirates will continue to grow together
as this group gets more experience
with each other.

“When they get experience,
they're gonna get better,” Morales
said of the Pirates.

Morales explained that, other than

the handful of big plays the Pirates
gave up, he thought the team put in
a good outing.

“I thought we played really well,”
he said, adding, “We're all gonna
learn and grow together”

Morales explained that the goal for
the Pirates is to function as a unit “to
be the best that we can be.”

“We just gotta execute,” he said.

The Pirates put up a total of 116
yards of total offense, with quarter-
back Kasen Limebrook completing
one of three pass attempts to receiver
Noah Bellina for 7 yards.

The Pirates rushed for a total of 109
yards on the night, with Hudson Ma-
zur leading the team with 60 yards on
seven attempts.

Limebrook rushed for a total of 3
yards on five attempts, Bellina rushed
for a total of 8 yards on eight attempts,
Colby Ross rushed for a total of 23
yards on nine attempts and Gage
Sams rushed for a total of 15 yards
on 11 attempts.

On the defensive side, Mazur led
the Pirates in tackles on the night
with a total of six, followed by Zander
Lefthandbull and Sams, who each
had four tackles.

Mark Ray tallied three tackles,
with one for a loss of 3 yards on the
play.

Reese Jenkins came up with four
tackles on the night, as well.

Looking forward to this week’s
matchup against the Salida Spartans
at home, Morales mentioned, “It’s
always good to play in front of your
friends and family.”

The Pirates will take on the Spar-
tans this Friday, Aug. 28, at Golden
Peaks Stadium at 7 p.m.

clayton@pagosasun.com

4P rofessional Directory

Attorney

Mortgages

Daniel L. Fiedler
Attorney at Law

Estate Planning ® Wills ¢ Trusts
Probate ¢ Elder Law

970-507-8528

190 Talisman Drive, Suite D-6
next to Restoration Church, behind City Market

NMLS # 2263077

) TOP LENDER
IN THE COUNTRY

Why work with big banks when we can provide
you and your buyers with more options, faster
closings, and better service?

* Local Loan Officer with a National Expertise

* We Shop So You or Your Buyer Doesn't Have To
* Experts at Mortgages, Because It's All We Do

+ Constant Availability 7 Days a Week

* All Loan Programs Including Expanded Options

* Same Day Pre-Approvals

Carrie Blue

Sr. Loan Officer | NMLS # 177666
chlue@trustedrate.com

(949) 683-4646 Call & Text

Join our
Professiona
Directory.

$35 per week,
4 week minimum
with no changes to ad.

Call today! (970) 264-2100

Storage & Office

Pagosa Springs

Mini Storage

14th St. at 15th Place
behind Home Expo Center

Prices start
at $2500

Sizes available: 5'x5’, 5'x10,
10'x10’, 10’x15’, 10'x20’, and 10’x30’

For rental information call
Chris (970) 749-2867

4 A
Cuts « (olors « Curls
HEADLINES BY CARMEN

(970) 264-2548
\ 358 S.10TH 4

Informative.

The Pagosa Springs SUN

970-264-2100

Seeking Nanny

or Governess Position

Retired Teacher

Special Ed + Regular Ed
Kind, Very protective
BA Child Psychology

+ BS Elementary Ed

All Ages

Ranch sitting avail.

970-559-0553

™ Public Notices

Archuleta County, Colorado
Pines Drive Resurfacing

Archuleta County, Colorado is in the process of final-
izing the above-listed project constructed by Strohecker
Asphalt & Paving, Inc., P.O. Box 521, Pagosa Springs,
Colorado 81147. Any claims against this project by
suppliers, subcontractors, or others should be deliv-
ered to the project engineering firm of Davis Engineer-
ing Service, Inc. at 188 S. 8th Street, P.O. Box 1208,
Pagosa Springs, Colorado 81147. All claims shall be
delivered prior to August 31, 2026. Any claims received
on or after August 31, 2026 shall not be considered.
Claim forms can be obtained from Davis Engineering
Service, Inc. (Phone 970-264-5055).

Published August 13, 2026, in The Pagosa Springs
SUN. (313411)

COMBINED NOTICE — PUBLICATION
CRS §38-38-103 FORECLOSURE SALE NO. 2026-
006
To Whom It May Concern: This Notice is given with re-
gard to the following described Deed of Trust:
On June 10, 2026, the undersigned Public Trustee
caused the Notice of Election and Demand relating to
the Deed of Trust described below to be recorded in the
County of Archuleta records.
Original Grantor(s)
John S. Graham
Original Beneficiary(ies)
Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., as
nominee for Oaktree Funding Corp, Its Successors and
Assigns
Current Holder of Evidence of Debt
Wilmington Savings Fund Society, FSB, not in its in-
dividual capacity but solely as Trustee of Angel Oak
Mortgage Trust 2023 5, Mortgage Backed Certificates,
Series 2023 5
Date of Deed of Trust
December 22, 2021
County of Recording
Archuleta
Recording Date of Deed of Trust
December 27, 2021
Recording Information (Reception No. and/or Book/
Page No.)
22109656
Original Principal Amount
$927,500.00
Outstanding Principal Balance
$927,500.00
Pursuant to CRS §38-38-101(4)(i), you are hereby noti-
fied that the covenants of the deed of trust have been
violated as follows: Failure to pay principal and interest
when due together with all other payments provided for
in the evidence of debt secured by the Deed of Trust
and other violations thereof
THE LIEN FORECLOSED MAY NOT BE A FIRST
LIEN.
LOT 6, BLOCK 2, AMENDED PLAT PAGOSA PEAKS
SUBDIVISION NO. 2, ACCORDING TO THE PLAT
THEREOF, FILED FOR JULY 2, 1997 AS RECEPTION
NO. 148818, COUNTY OF ARCHULETA, STATE OF
COLORADO.
Purported common address: 75 W Pyramid Dr.,
Pagosa Springs, CO 81147.
THE PROPERTY DESCRIBED HEREIN IS ALL OF
THE PROPERTY CURRENTLY ENCUMBERED BY
THE LIEN OF THE DEED OF TRUST.
NOTICE OF SALE

The current holder of the Evidence of Debt secured by
the Deed of Trust, described herein, has filed Notice of
Election and Demand for sale as provided by law and
in said Deed of Trust.
THEREFORE, Notice Is Hereby Given that | will at pub-
lic auction, at 10:00 A.M. on Thursday, 10/08/2026, at
the Archuleta County Treasurer’s Office at 305 Village
Drive. Pagosa Springs, CO 81147, sell to the highest
and best bidder for cash, the said real property and all
interest of the said Grantor(s), Grantor(s)’ heirs and
assigns therein, for the purpose of paying the indebt-
edness provided in said Evidence of Debt secured by
the Deed of Trust, plus attorneys’ fees, the expenses
of sale and other items allowed by law, and will issue
to the purchaser a Certificate of Purchase, all as pro-
vided by law.
First Publication
Last Publication 9/10/2026
Name of Publication Pagosa Springs Sun
IF THE SALE DATE IS CONTINUED TO A LATER
DATE, THE DEADLINE TO FILE A NOTICE OF IN-
TENT TO CURE BY THOSE PARTIES ENTITLED TO
CURE MAY ALSO BE EXTENDED;
DATE: 06/10/2026
Elsa P. White, Public Trustee in and for the County of
Archuleta, State of Colorado
By: Elsa P. White, Public Trustee
The name, address, business telephone number and
bar registration number of the attorney(s) representing
the legal holder of the indebtedness is:
llene Dell’Acqua #31755
McCarthy & Holthus, LLP 7700 E Arapahoe Road, Suite
230, Centennial, CO 80112 (877) 369 6122
Attorney File # CO 26 1051689 JH
The Attorney above is acting as a debt collector and is
attempting to collect a debt. Any information provided
may be used for that purpose.
Published August 13, 20, 27, September 3 and 10,
2026, in The Pagosa Springs SUN. (311623)

8/13/2026

Demand has been filled with the Piedra Falls Ditch
Company in accordance with CRS sections 7-42-
114 to 7-42-117, to issue a replacement for a lost
Certificate of Shares previous issued to Bob Gour-
ley. Piedra Falls Ditch Company will issue on or
after September 1st, 2026, following the last publi-
cation of the notice by at least 30 days, a duplicate
certificate to the registered owner, the registered
owner’s legal representative or assignee, or any
lienholder named in the books of the corporation as

a lienholder on the lost certificate unless a contrary
claim is filed with the corporation prior to Septem-
ber 1, 2026. Point of contact is Vallissatie Chavez
970-585-7553.

Published July 30, August 6, 13, 20, and 27, 2026, in
The Pagosa Springs SUN. (311624)

DISTRICT COURT,
ARCHULETA COUNTY, COLORADO
Court Address: 109 Harman Park Dr, Pagosa Springs,
CO 81147
Phone Number: (970) 264-8160
Plaintiff:
AVALON REAL ESTATE PROPERTY HOLDINGS LLC
V.
Defendants:
CHANNING M. WELLS; and ALL UNKNOWN PER-
SONS WHO CLAIM ANY INTEREST IN THE SUB-
JECT MATTER OF THIS ACTION.
Case Number: 2026CV30034
Submitting Attorney:
Duke Eggleston, #24965
Eggleston Kosnik LLC
160 E. 12th St., Ste 7
Durango, CO 81301
Phone Number: (970) 759-5380
E-mail: deggleston@e-klaw.com

SUMMONS BY PUBLICATION
PLAINTIFF AVALON REAL ESTATE PROPERTY
HOLDINGS LLC
TO THE BELOW NAMED DEFENDANTS:
ALL UKNOWN PERSONS WHO CLAIM ANY INTER-
EST IN THE SUBJECT MATTER OF THIS ACTION
YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED and required to ap-
pear and defend against the claims of the complaint
filed with the court in this action by filing with the
clerk of this court an answer or other response.
You are required to file your answer or other re-
sponse within 35 days after the service of this sum-
mons upon you. Service of this summons shall be
complete on the day of the last publication. A copy
of the complaint may be obtained from the clerk of
the court.
If you fail to file your answer or other response to
the complaint in writing within 35 days after the
date of the last publication, judgment by default
may be rendered against you by the court for the
relief demanded in the complaint without further
notice.
This is an action to quiet the title of the Plaintiff in
and to the real property situate in Archuleta County,
Colorado, more particularly described as follows:
Lot 47, Pagosa Meadows Unit Four, according to
the plat thereof filed June 4, 1973 as Reception
No. 77867, in the office of the Clerk and Recorder,
Archuleta County, Colorado, a’k/a Pagosa Meadows
4: Lot 47 PM 4 Sec: 33 Twn: 35 Rng 2W.
Respectfully Submitted this 20th day of July, 2026.
Published in The Pagosa Sun
Eggleston Kosnik LLC
/s/ Duke Eggleston
Duke Eggleston, #24965
160 E. 12th St., Ste 7
Durango, CO 81301
(970) 759-5380
Published July 30, August 6, 13, 20, 27, 2026, in The
Pagosa Springs SUN. (311622)

DISTRICT COURT, ARCHULETA COUNTY, STATE OF
COLORADO

Service by Publication:

Case No. 26DR31

In re the Dissolution of Marriage of:

Jaime Michelle Gilles, Petitioner

and

Ander Tyler Gilles, Respondent

Action for Dissolution of Marriage (divorce) RSP.

TO THE ABOVE NAMED RESPONDENTS: A copy of
the Petition and Summons may be obtained from the
Clerk of this Court during regular business hours. De-
fault judgment may be entered against Respondent,
if Respondent fails to appear or file a response within
thirty-five days after date of Publication.

District Court

Archuleta County Courthouse

109 Harman Park Drive, Pagosa Springs, CO 81147
Published August 6, 13, 19, 27, and September 3,
2026, in The Pagosa Springs SUN. (312333)

Notice of Liquor Board Hearing

Pursuant to C.R.S. 44-3-311(1) notice is hereby being
given that Thai Bangkok Pagosa LLC dba Thai Bang-
kok Pagosa Restaurant has applied for a Hotel & Res-
taurant Liquor License with the premises being located
at 19 Navajo Trail Drive, Suite A, Pagosa Springs, CO
81147. A public hearing by the Board of County Com-
missioners as the Local Liquor Board is set for 1:30
p.m. on September 1, 2026, in the Board’s meeting
room located at 398 Lewis Street, Pagosa Springs, CO
81147.

Submitted this 19th day of August 2026 for publishing in
the Pagosa Springs Sun in the August 27, 2026, issue.
Published August 27, 2026, in The Pagosa Springs
SUN. (314832)

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Estate of CHRISTOPHER LEO CHAVEZ, Deceased
Case Number 2026 PR 30010

All persons having claims against the above named
estate are required to present them to the personal rep-
resentative or to

District Court of Archuleta, County, Colorado

on or before October 26, 2026, or the claims may be
forever barred.

MARIE R HERNANDEZ

12721 Forestdale Drive

M Continued on A12

PUBLIC NOTICES:
YOUR RIGHT TO KNOW

The notices you see on this page include important information from
local governmental bodies and attorneys that may be of interest to you.
These notices can include information about public hearings, property
assessments and changes in assessment, assumed names, name changes,
claims notices, public meeting dates and financial statements.

Legal advertising
Deadline: Friday noon*

Bring your legal advertisement or public notice to our offices at 457 Lewis
Street, or email to legal@pagosasun.com

*Deadlines are moved up for holiday weeks. Please check for an ad in the paper for specific dates and times.
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Bellevue, NE 68123
Published August 13, 20 and 27, 2026, in The Pagosa
Springs SUN. (313400)

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Estate of Roy Alan Stevens, Deceased
Case Number 26 PR 30020
All persons having claims against the above-named es-
tate are required to present them to the personal repre-
sentative or to District Court of Archuleta County, Colo-
rado on or before December 13, 2026, or the claims
may be forever barred.
Jessica Stevens, Personal Representative
287 Sparrow Circle
Pagosa Springs, CO 81147
Published August 13, 20 and 27, 2026, in The Pagosa
Springs SUN. (313398)

Request for Proposal: The Town of Pagosa Springs
is soliciting proposals from qualified firms and indi-
viduals to serve on an as-needed basis as a Munici-
pal Court Prosecutor on behalf of the Town. Please
visit the Town’s website at https://www.pagosasprings.
c0.gov/330/Purchasing—-Bids-RFPs for details and in-
structions on the request for proposal.

Published August 27, and September 3, 2026, in The
Pagosa Springs SUN. (314894)

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS

Color Pagosa’s Past Custom Coloring Book

The Town of Pagosa Springs, on behalf of Pagosa
Springs Main Street, is accepting proposals for turnkey
development and production of Color Pagosa’s Past,
a commemorative coloring book celebrating the his-
tory, heritage, landmarks, landscapes, and wildlife of
Pagosa Springs and Archuleta County.

Project Scope

The selected proposer will provide illustration, design,
layout, proofing, printing, and delivery of 5,000 finished
books. Pagosa Springs Main Street will provide source
photographs, historical information, concepts, captions,
and other content as appropriate.

Specifications include:

« 28 interior coloring/content pages, plus front and back
cover.

« Finished size of 8.5” x 11”, portrait orientation.

+ Custom hand-drawn illustrations based on historical
photographs, current photographs, and/or concepts
provided by Pagosa Springs Main Street.

« A cohesive illustration style throughout the book.

« Black-and-white interior line art suitable for coloring.

+ Placement of captions and/or short historical text pro-
vided by Main Street.

* Full-color front and back cover.

« High-quality, bright white, uncoated interior paper suit-
able for crayons and colored pencils, approximately
70-80 Ib text stock or equivalent or better.

+ Heavyweight full-color cover stock, approximately
100 Ib cover or equivalent, with a professional matte
or gloss finish.

« Saddle-stitched or equivalent binding appropriate for a
short-format coloring book and comfortable for coloring.
« Digital proof and reasonable revisions prior to final ap-
proval and production.

« Final high-resolution production files.

« Delivery of 5,000 finished copies to Pagosa Springs,
Colorado.

The finished product should have a substantial, profes-
sional look and feel and should not use lightweight or
newsprint-style interior stock. Equivalent or superior
paper and production specifications may be proposed.
Ownership and Reproduction Rights

Upon completion, Pagosa Springs Main Street/Town of
Pagosa Springs must own the final artwork and publica-
tion files and have unrestricted rights to:

+ Reproduce and reprint the book through any printer.

+ Reuse individual illustrations in marketing, educational
materials, social media, exhibits, and related projects.

+ Reproduce the artwork without additional licensing
fees.

+ Retain final high-resolution production files.

Any limitations on ownership, licensing, reuse, or repro-
duction must be clearly identified in the proposal.
Schedule

Finished books must be delivered to Pagosa Springs no
later than December 1, 2026, with earlier delivery pre-
ferred. Proposals should include a production schedule
demonstrating the ability to meet this deadline.
Proposal Requirements

Proposals should include:

« Brief description of relevant experience.

+ Examples of comparable custom coloring-book or il-
lustrated publication work.

« Description of the proposed illustration and produc-
tion process.

+ Proposed project schedule.

« All-inclusive project cost, including illustration, design,
layout, printing, shipping, delivery, and any other fees.
+ Any assumptions, exclusions, or additional charges.

« Confirmation of ownership and reproduction rights as
described above.

Proposals will be evaluated based on overall value, rel-
evant experience, quality of prior work, proposed pro-
cess, ability to meet the required schedule and specifi-
cations, and total cost.

Submission

Proposals Due: Tuesday, September 8, 2026 at 5:00
PM

Questions and proposals should be submitted elec-
tronically to:

Kathleen McFadden

Pagosa Springs Main Street Coordinator
Kat@pagosaspringscdc.org

The Town of Pagosa Springs reserves the right to reject
any or all proposals, waive minor informalities, request
additional information or clarification, and select the
proposal determined to provide the best overall value
for the project.

Published August 27, 2026, in The Pagosa Springs
SUN. (314844)

The Town of Pagosa Springs has received an applica-
tion for a Final Major Design Review, a redevelopment
of Healing Waters Resort and Spa.

The proposed redevelopment encompasses the en-
tirety of Healing Waters Resort and Spa, located at 140
Hot Springs Boulevard. This is a phased development
aimed to bring the establishment up-to-date with cur-
rent codes, trends, and expectations within the Town
of Pagosa Springs.

The Planning Commission will conduct a public hearing
on Tuesday, September 8, 2026. at 5:30 pm to consider
the Sketch Major Design Review application.

Public Hearings and Meetings will be conducted at 551
Hot Springs Blvd and available for remote attendance
via the Zoom meeting platform. To access the meeting
agendas and staff reports, click the round Minutes and
Agendas tab located at the bottom of the photo on the
Town’s website home page at pagosasprings.co.gov.
You may also view the application at mypagosa.org/
proposed-development-projects.

We encourage interested parties to contact the Plan-
ning Division prior to the public hearing dates, with
any questions via phone at 970-585-8610 or email at
oodell@pagosasprings.co.gov. Written comments re-
ceived 7 days prior to the meeting or public hearing
will be forwarded to the Planning Commission for their
consideration. Public comments will be accepted at the
public hearing.

Please note that your public comments submitted on
MyPagosa.org or via email will be forwarded to

the Planning Commission for their consideration.
Published August 27, 2026, in The Pagosa Springs
SUN. (314911)

The Town of Pagosa Springs has received an appli-
cation for a Sketch Major Subdivision and a Planned
Development known as the Ponderosa Mountain Major
Subdivision

The proposed subdivision encompasses approxi-
mately 70 acres of vacant land located at Great West
Blvd and U.S. Highway 160. The project area includes
three pieces of property: Parcel #s 569914309001,
569914309004 and 569914311011

The Planning Commission will conduct a public hearing
on Tuesday, September 8, 2026, at 5:30 pm to consider
the Sketch Major Subdivision application and Planned
Development Agreement. This hearing is specific to the
subdivision action; all future proposed individual site
development within the subdivision will be reviewed
under a separate Major Design Review application
process.

Public Hearings and Meetings will be conducted at 551
Hot Springs Blvd and available for remote attendance
via the Zoom meeting platform. To access the meeting
agendas and staff reports, click the round Minutes and
Agendas tab located at the bottom of the photo on the
Town’s website home page at pagosasprings.co.gov.
You may also view the application at mypagosa.org/
proposed-development-projects.

We encourage interested parties to contact the Plan-
ning Division prior to the public hearing dates, with
any questions via phone at 970-585-8610 or email at
oodell@pagosasprings.co.gov. Written comments re-
ceived 7 days prior to the meeting or public hearing
will be forwarded to the Planning Commission for their
consideration. Public comments will be accepted at the
public hearing.

Please note that your public comments submitted on
MyPagosa.org or via email will be forwarded to the
Planning Commission for their consideration.
Published August 27, 2026, in The Pagosa Springs
SUN. (314905)

ARCHULETA COUNTY
JUNE 2026 PAYABLES
VENDOR DESCRIPTION AMOUNT VENDOR DESCRIPTION AMOUNT
449 SAN JUAN ST ARSON INSURANCE RCV REIMB $422,274.13 STATE OF CO CLERK RNWLS $1,108.79
STROHECKER ASPHALT & PAVING PARKING LOT PAVING $330,404.45 HO ENTERPRISES 2025 REAL ESTATE TAXES $1,082.02
CIGNA HEALTH MED BENEFITS $201,077.55 LES MUNDALL WQ RFND $1,075.00
NEIL'S EXCAVATION & GENERAL CONTRACTING PAG TRAILS RDS $174,277.75 ADVANCE AUTO PARTS FLEET PARTS/SUPP $1,043.95
KS STATEBANK EQUIP LEASE $161,914.14 WESTERN PAPER DISTRIBUTORS JANTL SUPP $1,009.33
DESERT MOUNTAIN CORP MAG CHLORIDE $77,952.86 CLUB 20 ANN TOWN/CNTY MBRSHP $1,000.00
BRANSON ROAD WORKS RESTRIPING PRIMARY RDS $71,875.00 AMAZON CNTY SUPP $960.60
WINN-MARION BARBER TRANSIT CHARGING STATIONS $55,742.00 DURANGO MOTOR CO FLEET SUPP $960.40
C & J GRAVEL PRODUCTS GRAVEL $38,846.20 BIG STATE INDUSTRIAL SUPPLY SHOP SUPP $957.60
TOWN OF PS CONSV TRUST/KIDS CAMP/UTILITIES $27,259.38 BRANTLEY DISTRIBUTING FLEET SUPP $930.50
SOUTHERN HEALTH PARTNERS MED SVCS $27,170.00 RONALD LOWE SAN JUAN MTN BOYS PERFORMANCE $900.00
CREDIBLEMIND ANN LIC/FEE $26,200.00 C HOLLENBECK ON CALL SVCS $888.00
ECHO IT CONSULTING SFTWR SUBSCRIPTS/LABOR $25,528.58 DESIGN-A-SIGN DECALS/BANNER/OFF SUPP $878.41
WELLS FARGO CNTY P-CARD PURCHASES $25,460.76 ASPIRE MED SVCS & EDUCATION MEN’S CLASSES $833.32
FLYERS ENERGY CNTY FUEL $24,930.78 C EATON PER DIEM-GFOA ANN CONF $793.21
WORLD FUEL SVCS FUEL $22,805.69 W BROWN PER DIEM-NACO/CCI CONF $785.52
UNITE NETWORK ACCESS LIC $21,400.00 PLPOA DUES $730.00
ALL CLEAR EMG MGMT GROUP CONTRACT SVCS $20,546.72 F KOEHLER REIMB-SWCHCC $725.00
SHORT-ELLIOTT-HENDRICKSON LF MONITORING $16,470.62 V MEDINA PER DIEM-NACO/CCI CONF $693.52
CABE’S COLLISION & CUSTOMS FLEET REPAIR SVC $14,896.04 POSTMASTER ANN BOX RNWLS $638.00
OPEN GOV ANN SUBSCRIPT $14,193.74 MTN HOME SOUND & SECURITY CAM EQUIP/INSTALLATION $629.95
VAL'S VIP CLEANING CNTY CLEANING SVCS $14,130.00 CO DEPT OF PUBLIC HEALTH & ENVIRONMENT LEACHATE MON/ANN REPORTING $625.00
CENTURYLINK CNTY LANDLINES $14,120.34 J LUBETZ ON CALL SVCS $624.00
LPEA UTILITIES/COMMERCIAL UPGRADE $10,965.32 PATAGONIA HEALTH PHD SUBSCRIPTS $620.57
SHAMROCK FOODS INMATE FOOD/KITCHEN SUPP $10,445.27 NICHOL'S ELECTRIC ELECTRICAL SVCS $600.00
4 RIVERS EQUIPMENT WATER TRUCK RNTL/PARTS/SUPP $10,437.21 SAFETY-KLEEN SYSTEMS OIL DISPOSAL SVCS $551.31
TRENT WOODS PHD SWCHCC RRC $10,335.87 EXTRA PACKAGING CORONER SUPP $533.48
ECOFLOW TECHNOLOGY PHD EQUIP $10,229.00 HOLLY MAE HECKENDORF LIVESTOCK JUDGE $500.00
INLAND KENWORTH US FLEET PARTS/SUPP $10,175.36 LEASE SERVICING CENTER DOC PROCESS FEE $500.00
VAN DIEST SUPPLY HERBICIDES $9,599.87 MOODY'’S INVESTORS SVC ANN FEE $500.00
MUTUAL OF OMAHA EMPL BENEFITS $8,616.63 MODERN IMAGING SOLUTIONS DETEN SUPP $484.00
DELTA DENTAL OF CO DEN BENEFITS $8,343.69 JOHN D. KUTZKO CONTRACT SVCS $475.00
PAGOSA COMMUNITY INITIATIVE CONTRACT SVCS $8,207.03 JLM TIRE TIRE DISPOSALS $470.25
WAGNER RENTS FLEET SUPP/SFTWR SUBSCRIPT $7,304.00 J RANSON PER DIEM-CCI SUMMER CONF $419.86
PARTS PLUS OF NM FLEET PARTS/SUPP $6,932.72 KYLIE KETCHUM DECALS $412.16
WYNDHAM VACATION RESORTS RENT 305 VILLAGE DR $6,500.00 SCRAM SYSTEMS GPS MNTHLY FEES $407.84
SW CO MENTAL HEALTH CENTER INMATE MENTAL HEALTH SVCS $6,115.32 DEATH INVESTIGATION TRNG ACADEMY ONLINE TRNG $400.00
ARCH CNTY VICTIM ASSISTANCE PGRM CONTRACT SVCS $5,000.00 MICHAEL BERNDT BABYSITTING CPR/1ST AID CLASSES $400.00
BLACK BART’'S BRUNCH MAIN ST GRANT AWARD $5,000.00 PAGOSA CLIMATE CONTROLLED STORAGE STORAGE RNTL $400.00
BOOKENDS MAIN ST GRANT AWARD $5,000.00 WALDEN CREATIVE FAIR 2026 AD DESIGN $400.00
PAGOSA BAKING CO MAIN ST GRANT AWARD $5,000.00 K JENSEN ON CALL SVCS/TRNG CALLS $394.00
SHRED BMX SHOW SHRED BMX SHOW $5,000.00 HWY 160 AUTO WASH CAR WASH SVCS $354.00
ULINE PHD SUPP $4,911.39 COWBOY CARWASH CAR WASH SVCS $335.93
JORGENSON LTD AUDIO/SOUND SVCS $4,800.00 MTN LAND ASSOC PROP DOC REVIEWS $330.00
DROP TINE TRUCKING & EXCAVATION GRAVEL $4,575.00 L GONZALEZ PER DIEM-CCI SUMMER CONF $327.86
AT&T CNTY CELL PHONES $4,520.09 MICHELE BERNDT BABYSITTING CPR/1ST AID CLASSES $320.00
LUCERO CONTRUCTION GRAVEL HAULING $4,425.00 DAVEY COACH SALES FLEET EQUIP $292.91
ROCKY MTN SUPPLY FLEET SUPP $4,061.60 ALPINE PORTABLE TOILETS TOILET RNTLS/SVCS $280.00
SUMMIT SUPPLY CORP. OF CO SWL EQUIP $4,037.05 FIRESIDE GLASS FLEET LABOR $275.00
DESERT WILDLIFE PRESENTATIONS LIVE ANIMAL SHOWS $4,000.00 J SANDOVAL PER DIEM-CLIENT NEEDS $272.00
PICASSO & VINO MAIN ST GRANT AWARD $4,000.00 D HARPER REIMB-MILEAGE $268.26
SONOCO MAIN ST GRANT AWARD $4,000.00 MONOGRAMS PLUS PAGOSA DETEN EMBROIDERIES $247.00
CROSSFIRE AGGREGATE SVCS R&B SUPP $3,813.40 GLORIA MACHT CSU EXT CLASSES $240.00
VALUEWEST COMMERCIAL CONSULTING $3,800.00 NEWMAN TRAFFIC SIGNS R&B SUPP $238.00
CAPITAL BUSINESS SYSTEMS CNTY COPIERS $3,681.09 THE PONDEROSA LUMBER CO CNTY SUPPLIES $234.10
J DAVISON PETTY CASH FUNDS $3,500.00 R BURCH PER DIEM-CWFC CONF $230.00
O’REILLY AUTO PARTS FLEET PARTS/SUPP $3,098.17 STERLING BKGRND CHKS $228.12
THE PS SUN CNTY PUBLICATIONS $3,046.64 VISIONARY COMMUNICATIONS INC BROADBAND SVCS $214.75
ASPEN VILLAGE MASTER ASSN 2901 CORNERSTONE ANN ASSESSMENT $2,868.41 DRUG AND ALCOHOL TESTING ASSOC EMPL TESTING $210.00
BLACK HILLS ENERGY NATURAL GAS UTILITIES $2,851.90 CHARM-TEX INMATE SUPP $206.10
PAGCO INC FLEET PARTS/SUPP $2,706.13 COMMUNITY FOUNDATION SERVING SW CO FRIENDS & NEIGHBORS UTILITIES $199.86
LEXISNEXIS RISK SOLUTIONS ANN SUBSCRIPT $2,546.16 COOPER FIRE PROTECTION SVCS QTRLY FIRE ALARM MON $174.99
ARCH CNTY EXT OFFICE BABYSITTING CLASSES/SUPP $2,500.00 UNITED REPROGRAPHIC SUPPLY HP CONTRACT $170.00
BUCKSKIN TOWING & REPAIR TOWING/REPAIR SVCS $2,415.66 C ELLIOTT PER DIEM-CO DEPT OF LOCAL AFFAIRS
ECONORTHWEST PROFESSIONAL SVCS $2,396.25 ABSTRACT/CERT CLASS $161.00
D GONZALES ON CALL SVCS $2,034.00 JELLIOTT PER DIEM-CO DEPT OF LOCAL AFFAIRS
ARCH SCHOLARSHIPS IN ESCROW MOIF GRANT AWARD $2,000.00 ABSTRACT/CERT CLASS $161.00
TYLOR BARNETTE FAIR ENTERTAINMENT $2,000.00 PINE VALLEY RENTAL & SALES EQUIP RNTL $151.20
CURTIS BLUE LINE UNIFORMS/EMBROIDERIES $1,955.68 CONSTANCE HOPKINS RABBIT SHOWMANSHIP JUDGE $150.00
AMERITAS VIS BENEFITS $1,916.64 ROCKY MTN RESERVE EMPL BENEFITS $150.00
NEWEGG BUSINESS COMP EQUIP $1,850.20 RONALD HOPKINS RABBIT RALLY JUDGE $150.00
ARCH CNTY WEED & PEST INSECTICIDES $1,760.00 S LEGGITT REIMB-CDL PHYSICAL $128.03
ROCKY MTN FORENSIC SVCS PROFESSIONAL SVCS $1,663.46 W SUTTON REIMB-TRVL VEH SVC/PARTS PURCH $116.00
LABCORP LAB FEES $1,619.65 PARTS AUTHORITY FLEET SUPP $115.53
PAWSD WATER/SEWER UTILITY $1,584.40 ALESLIE REIMB-TRVL EXP 10TH TIRE RECYCLING CONF $103.96
CO STATE UNIVERSITY FOUNDATION NACAA AMPIC SPONSORSHIP- LA PLATA CNTY CORONER MORGUE USE FEE $100.00
COMMERCIAL BOOTH $1,500.00 FOUR CORNERS WELDING & GAS SUPPLY EQUIP RNTLS $99.07
MICHAEL F. ARNALL, MD PC AUTOPSY FEES $1,500.00 MIGHTY AUTO PARTS FLEET SUPP $78.85
RIO GRANDE HOLDINGS FAIR ENTERTAINMENT $1,500.00 RADIOLOGY IMAGING ASSOC MED SVCS $63.84
KIMBALL MIDWEST FLEET SUPP $1,445.16 K BETZER REIMB-MILEAGE $59.45
RELADYNE WEST FLEET SUPP $1,442.16 C BOBBITT PER DIEM-TYLER TECH PR TRNG $51.00
MASA MED AIR BENEFITS $1,382.00 ZIA DELIVERY & COURIER COURIER SVCS $40.00
ELITE RECYCLING & DISPOSAL TRASH DISPOSAL UTILITY $1,314.40 ANSWER TOPEKA ANSWERING SVCS $37.50
ALSCO CNTY CLEANING SVCS $1,309.93 TERRY’S ACE HARDWARE CNTY SUPP $36.20
ODP BUSINESS SOLUTIONS CNTY SUPP $1,286.68 SHERWIN WILLIAMS PAINT $33.95
THOMSON REUTERS - WEST SFTWR SUBSCRIPT $1,243.75 GEORGE T. SANDERS CO CNTY SUPP $30.29
ALLONEHEALTH EMPL ASSISTANCE $1,219.23 TOTAL $2,133,029.18
THE APEX NARRATIVE VIDEO SERIES $1,140.00
AZTEC MACHINE & REPAIR FLEET SUPP $1,117.54 Published August 27, 2026, in The Pagosa Springs SUN. (314927)
ARCHULETA COUNTY
JULY 2026 PAYABLES
VENDOR DESCRIPTION AMOUNT VENDOR DESCRIPTION AMOUNT
MOTOROLA SOLUTIONS ARCH CNTY AXS UPGRD $230,000.00 PS MEDICAL CENTER MED SVCS $1,187.38
CIGNA HEALTH EMPL MED BENEFITS $197,912.20 REYNOLDS ASH & ASSOC ENG DESIGN CALCS/RPTS $1,134.00
C & J GRAVEL PRODUCTS GRAVEL $173,5674.94 PB ELECTRONICS ACSO EQUIP $1,070.00
DEERE CREDIT FLEET EQUIP LEASE $137,225.96 NICHOL'S ELECTRIC KITCHEN CIRCUITS $1,050.00
LA PLATA CNTY TREASURER Q12026 DA SHARED EXP $128,561.08 PENNY WEBSTER ELECT JUDGE $1,035.00
DESERT MTN CORP MAG CHLORIDE $125,220.28 EVON LUCERO ELECT JUDGE $1,020.00
NEIL'S EXCAVATION & GENERAL CONTRACTING PAGOSA TRAILS ROADS $107,320.00 D GONZALES ON CALL SVCS $916.00
ARCH SENIORS GRANT FUNDS $70,000.00 ALPINE PORTABLE TOILETS TOILET PUMP/RNTLS/SVCS $905.00
CORAL CONSTRUCTION CO GUARDRAIL REPAIRS $66,832.50 US TREASURY PCORI FEE $902.40
DAVIS ENGINEERING SVC RESURFACING/ENG/DESIGN SVCS $66,809.57 CAROLINA SOFTWARE SFTWR SUPPORT $825.00
TOWN OF PS RD MILLS/UTILITIES/PROFESSIONAL SVCS $54,362.01 DAILEY CDL SOLUTIONS CDLTESTS $825.00
WELLS FARGO CNTY P-CARD PURCHASES $43,467.71 ULINE SW EQUIP $775.98
FLYERS ENERGY CNTY FUEL $40,521.49 FOUR CORNERS WELDING & GAS SUPPLY FLEET RNTLS $689.46
PS COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT CORP BROADBAND/ECONOMIC DVLPMNT $33,214.37 FERRELLGAS PROPANE/TANK RNTL $678.59
J & KESPINOSA GRAVEL HAULING $31,200.00 DELTA RIGGING & TOOLS EMG MGT EQUIP $670.56
SOUTHERN HEALTH PARTNERS NURSE MED SVCS $27,170.00 MUNRO COMPANIES FLEET SUPP $640.30
TAYLOR RANCH TRUCKING GRAVEL HAULING $20,925.00 PATAGONIA HEALTH SFTWR SUBSCRIPTS $620.57
ALL CLEAR EMG MGMT GROUP COALITION MGMT/MBRSHP MTG TRVL EXP $19,923.65 AZTEC MACHINE & REPAIR FLEET SUPP $595.20
LUCERO CONTRUCTION GRAVEL HAULING $19,350.00 RADIOLOGY IMAGING ASSOC INMATE SVCS $574.52
DROP TINE TRUCKING & EXCAVATION GRAVEL HAULING $19,275.00 ERIC FISK ELECT JUDGE $570.00
DIESEL DIRECT CENTRAL FLEET FUEL $19,142.45 LACY GREER POULTRY JUDGE-FEE/MILEAGE $547.80
KP LLC PRIMARY BALLOTS $18,258.48 EXTRA PACKAGING CORONER SUPP $511.30
VAL'S VIP CLEANING CNTY CLEANING SVCS $17,590.00 WESTERN PAPER DISTRIBUTORS CNTY JANTL SUPP $498.46
HUMANE SOCIETY OF PS CNTY IMPOUND FEES $15,000.00 GALLS UNIFORMS $495.39
T WOODS SWCHCC RRC BILLING $13,549.43 LORI DAVENPORT ELECT JUDGE $495.00
JAKES DIESEL GRAVEL HAULING $12,750.00 POWER MOTIVE CORP FLEET SUPP $489.00
SHAMROCK FOODS CO INMATE FOOD/KITCHEN SUPP $12,222.80 BRANTLEY DISTRIBUTING FLEET SUPP $488.60
DRS SVCS GRAVEL HAULING $10,837.50 ARCH CNTY SOLID WASTE CNTY DUMP CHGS $462.50
LPEA CNTY ELECTRIC UTILITIES $10,275.50 AMAZON ACSO SUPP $444.90
VISIONARY COMMUNICATIONS CNTY BROADBAND SVCS $10,186.93 LABCORP LAB FEES $424.15
PARTS PLUS OF NM FLEET PARTS/SUPP $10,173.28 LEXISNEXIS RISK SOLUTIONS SUBSCRIPTS $412.00
HINKLE & COMPANY, PC 2025 AUDIT/FIN STATEMENTS $10,000.00 WESTERN HERITAGE EVENT CENTER PRKING LOT/BLDG RNTLS $410.00
VAN DIEST SUPPLY CO HERBICIDES $9,901.26 PAGOSA CLIMATE CONTROLLED STORAGE STORAGE RNTL $400.00
NO BS AUTOMOTIVE MOTOR REPLC $9,000.00 VILLAGE INTERIORS WINDOW COVERINGS/INSTALL $390.16
DELTA DENTAL OF CO EMPL DENTAL BENEFITS $8,495.31 SOURCE OFFICE & TECHNOLOGY CNTY OFF SUPP $386.66
MUTUAL OF OMAHA EMPL LIFE/ACC BENEFITS $8,374.92 J SANDOVAL PER DIEM-CLIENT NEEDS $368.00
ROSE MOUNTAIN MTHLY LEASE $8,333.34 S MONTOIA PER DIEM-FUTUREVIEW CONF $360.00
DBT TRANSPORTATION SVCS AIRPORT MAINT AWOS $7,080.00 TARA FRIE CONTRACT SVCS $360.00
PAGOSA COMMUNITY INITIATIVE CONTRACT SVCS $7,072.74 RONALD HOPKINS RABBIT JUDGE-MILEAGE REIMB $348.40
CENTURYLINK CNTY LANDLINES $7,004.74 CHARM-TEX INMATE SUPP $338.00
THE SIDWELL COMPANY ANN PORTICO SUBSCRIPT $6,888.10 GLORIA MACHT ELECT JUDGE/CPR/1ST AID CLASS $335.00
4 RIVERS EQUIPMENT FLEET EQUIP $6,734.03 S KUHNS REIMB INS $322.50
INLAND KENWORTH FLEET PARTS/SUPP $6,600.67 ERIC HAMM REIMB 2025 PROP TAX $318.37
WYNDHAM VACATION RESORTS RENT 305 VILLAGE DR. $6,500.00 CHUCK’S EXPERT SVCS HVAC REPAIR $312.87
PEAK PERFORMANCE FIRE & SAFETY SOLUTIONS FIRE EXT INSPECTS $6,151.00 PARK DITCH CO ASSESSMENTS $312.00
HR GREEN PROFESSIONAL SVCS $5,990.00 PAGCO INC SHOP SUPP $309.32
CO STATE TREASURER SUTA Q2 2026 $5,797.96 LA PLATA CNTY CORONER MORGUE USE FEES $300.00
SHORT-ELLIOTT-HENDRICKSON LANDFILL MONITORING $5,432.75 C HOLLENBECK ON CALL SVCS $294.00
AT&T CNTY CELL PHONES $5,400.74 K JENSEN ON CALL SVCS $294.00
ECHO IT CONSULTING SUBSCRIPTS/LABOR $5,260.21 DANIELLE ARCHULETA ELECT JUDGE $272.00
EQUATURE EQUATURE CORE SOLUTION $5,190.77 NMS LABS CORONER LAB FEES $261.00
DURANGO WILD WEST TALENT FAIR ENTERTAINMENT $5,000.00 STEVEN ROLIG ELECT JUDGE $240.00
STARS GIFT SHOP MAIN ST GRANT AWARD $5,000.00 COWBOY CARWASH ACSO CAR WASH SVCS $237.15
TEQUILA'S MAIN ST GRANT AWARD $5,000.00 | LOBATO PER DIEM-STRONG START CO PGRM TRNG $224.00
O’REILLY AUTO PARTS FLEET PARTS/SUPP $4,820.72 GRAINGER FLEET SUPP $223.35
STATE OF CO CLERKS RNWLS $4,235.41 KIMBALL MIDWEST FLEET SUPP $222.95
CO BARRICADE CO R&B SUPP $4,125.00 QUADIENT LEASING USA POSTAGE METER LEASE $215.91
QUADIENT FINANCE USA CNTY POSTAGE $4,000.00 STERICYCLE SUBSCRIPTS $212.86
ANIMAL & PLANT HEALTH INSPECTION W&P SUPP $3,930.63 DENISE RUE ELECT JUDGE $210.00
PAGOSA PHOTOGRAPHY FAIR SVCS $3,900.00 DOROTHY GEORGE ELECT JUDGE $208.00
CAPITAL BUSINESS SYSTEMS CNTY COPIER USAGE $3,856.93 SALLY HIGH ELECT JUDGE $208.00
VALUEWEST COMMERCIAL CONSULTING $3,800.00 PATRICIA HOWARD ELECT JUDGE $207.00
CHSDA ANN DUES $3,570.00 UNITED REPROGRAPHIC SUPPLY POSTAGE/CONTRACTS $206.66
CO ASSN OF TAX APPRAISERS REGIST CATA CONF/CLASSES $3,505.00 ARCH CNTY JR LIVESTOCK OVERFLOW PRKG RNTL $200.00
PHOTOS BY GRIZ FAIR SHIRTS $3,492.73 CARL YOUNG ELECT JUDGE $188.00
BUCKSKIN TOWING & REPAIR CNTY TOWING SVCS $3,450.05 INTERNATIONAL CODE COUNCIL GOVT'L MEMBER $180.00
THE PS SUN CNTY PUBLICATIONS $3,239.34 JENNIFER GILL ELECT JUDGE $180.00
CABE’S COLLISION & CUSTOMS FLEET PARTS/LABOR/MISC $2,846.10 K-D FLAGS U.S. FLAG $179.74
MASA EMPL MED AIR BENEFITS $2,750.00 GAYLE DIXON ELECT JUDGE $173.00
SW CO MENTAL HEALTH CENTER CONTRACT SVCS $2,625.00 JANICE CLINKENBEARD ELECT JUDGE $173.00
LIBERTY VOTE USA ELECT PRIMARY PROGRAMMING $2,568.70 V MEDINA PER DIEM-CLUB 20 SUMMER POLICY MTGS $170.00
NEWEGG BUSINESS COMP EQUIP $2,549.44 MICHAEL BERNDT CPR/1ST AID CLASSES $160.00
SW POWER TOOLS FLEET REPAIR SVC $2,479.18 DENYCE MCPEEK ELECT JUDGE $158.00
WAGNER RENTS FLEET PARTS/SUPP $2,447.59 ALESLIE PER DIEM-SCHOOL INSPECTOR TRNG $154.00
PROWERS CNTY DEPT OF HUMAN SVCS CW/APS HOTLINE $2,336.00 VRC COMPANIES VITAL RECORDS CONTROL PROFESSIONAL SHREDDING SVCS $153.83
DIGITAL DATA TECHNOLOGIES ACCUGLOBE DATA MAINT FEE $2,100.00 PARTS AUTHORITY FLEET PARTS $149.96
ODP BUSINESS SOLUTIONS CNTY SUPP $2,096.76 MICHAEL GILL ELECT JUDGE $147.00
AMERITAS EMPL VISION BENEFITS $1,862.40 EDWARD GRIGGS Il ELECT JUDGE $135.00
BAYFIELD GLASS WINDSHIELD REPLCS $1,830.00 CENTRAL SECURITY COMMUNICATIONS ALARM MONITORING $129.00
ALSCO CNTY CLEANING SVCS $1,691.05 WARNE GREEN FORCE W&P EQUIP $123.82
CROSSFIRE AGGREGATE SVCS R&B SUPP $1,684.90 DR. MARY FISHER MEDICAL FOUNDATION PHD DONATION $120.00
DAY LUMBER CO R&B SUPP $1,658.08 DRUG & ALCOHOL TESTING ASSOC HR EMPL TESTING $105.00
CO DEPT OF PUB HEALTH & ENVIRONMENT OWTS/VITAL RECORDS FEES $1,638.00 TERRY’S ACE HARDWARE CNTY SUPP $97.72
THE PONDEROSA LUMBER CO CNTY SUPP $1,631.65 RECHT KORNFELD PROFESSIONAL SVCS $79.00
CO BUREAU OF INVESTIGATIONS BKGRND CHKS $1,597.00 ROCKY MTN RESERVE EMPL COBRA BENEFITS $75.00
PAWSD CNTY WATER/SEWER UTILITIES $1,595.88 NOAH ENTERPRISES HONEYWELL MAXPRO CLOUD $72.00
BLACK HILLS ENERGY CNTY NATURAL GAS UTILITIES $1,568.61 KATHERINE BETZER REIMB-MILEAGE JUN $59.45
RELADYNE WEST FLEET SUPP $1,552.66 STERLING BKGRND CHECKS $57.03
MICHAEL F. ARNALL, MD PC CORONER FEES $1,500.00 S SLADE REIMB-POSTAGE $35.60
UMB BANK ANN TRUSTEE FEE $1,500.00 GEORGE T. SANDERS CO B&G SUPP $32.28
ADVANCE AUTO PARTS FLEET PARTS/SUPP $1,446.86 ANSWER TOPEKA ANSWERING SVC $28.50
C GALABOTA REIMB-LDG NACAA CONF/PER DIEM-NACAA CONF $1,370.95 MIGHTY AUTO PARTS FLEET SUPP $26.60
CURTIS BLUE LINE UNIFORMS $1,328.45 L GONZALEZ REIMB-SOUTHERN UTE INAUGURATION ITEMS $25.30
MTN HOME SOUND & SECURITY CAMERAS/QTLRY MONITORING/SVC CALL $1,319.97 AWYLIE PER DIEM-PICKUP CNTY VEH/PARTS $25.00
ELITE RECYCLING & DISPOSAL CNTY TRASH DISPOSAL UTILITY $1,314.40 C WEIGAND PER DIEM-PICKUP CNTY VEH/PARTS $25.00
F KOEHLER SWCHCC BILLING $1,250.00 ZIA DELIVERY & COURIER DELIVERY SVC $20.00
THOMSON REUTERS - WEST SFTWR SUBSCRIPT $1,243.75 TOTAL $2,060,513.18
MCKESSON MEDICAL-SURGICAL MED SUPP $1,243.27 Published August 27, 2026, in The Pagosa Springs SUN. (314930)
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CROSS-COUNTRY

Photo courtesy Josh Kurz

Lady Pirates Lucy Rivera, front, and Madi Stretton race at the team’s
opening meet in Bayfield on Saturday, Aug. 22. The Lady Pirates finished 22. The Pirate boys’ team notched first as a team at the race.
first as a team, with Stretton finishing sixth and Rivera taking seventh.

Pirate harriers open season with firsts

By Jack Sellner
Staff Writer

The Pagosa Springs High School
Pirate cross-country teams achieved
afeatin their first meet of the season
thathadn’tbeen done since assistant
coach Emily Bryant was on the team
— both the girls and boys teams fin-
ished in first place.

The teams were in Bayfield on
Saturday, Aug. 22, kicking off a brand
new season.

It was a small meet, with only four
teams competing on both the boys’
and girls’ sides, but it didn’t matter to
the Pirates, who took first on both sides.

“Itwasjusta good first benchmark
to see where we're at, and to come
home with two first places is really
encouraging,” said coach Josh Kurz.
“And, hopefully, they’ll start to be-
lieve what I believe, [which] is they've
got a lot of talent. They're going to
turn a lot of heads this year”

The boys were led by Rylan Ash,
who finished first overall with a time
of 18 minutes, 5.67 seconds.

Kurz called it an impressive time
for the first meet of the season, espe-
cially on a slow course.

Weston Sweet finished third with

atime 0f19:54.85 and was one of only
three, including Ash, who finished
therace in under 20 minutes. He also
dropped two minutes and 52 seconds
from his time at last year’s race.

Jacen Easling finished seventh
with a time of 21:12.94. Silas Yost
wasrightbehind him in eighth with a
time 0f21:53.76. Kieran Kurz finished
11th with a time of 22:25.18. Stetson
Osborn finished 14th with a time of
22:41.20. Wells Witting finished 15th
with a time of 22:48.78. Matthew Mars
finished 17th with a time of 23:25.33.

Micah Tyler finished 19th with a
time of 25:19.43, Liam McKnight
finished 20th with a time of 25:56.87,
Jacob Freeman finished 21st with
a time of 26:31.16, Breland Bridges
finished 22nd with a time of 26:33.36
and Davyn Leiker finished 25th with
a time of 29:08.58.

On the girls’ side, Lily DeClark led
the girls and was in first for most of
the race until she rolled her ankle at
the end of the race. She stuck it out
and ended up coming in second with
a time of 23:33.30.

“She went out and competed and
probably could have won the thing,
but she rolled her ankle right at the
end,” Josh Kurz said. “But, Iwas proud

Photo courtesy Josh Kurz

Pirate Rylan Ash runs to a first-place finish in Bayfield on Saturday, Aug.

of her for sticking out and finishing
therace in second, which is still pretty
awesome.”

Madi Stretton finished sixth for the
Lady Pirates with a time of 25:23.99,
Lucy Rivera placed seventh with
a time of 26:06.16, and Bella Jack-
son finished eighth with a time of
26:27.97.

Olivia Diffey finished 11th with a
time of 27:43.88. Elsy Wood finished
12th with a time of 27:45.86. Adelaide
Oelking finished 17th with a time of
32:17.45.1sabelle Ratcliff finished 19th
with a time of 32:48.94. Sklar Leiker
finished 22nd with a time of 34:32.22.

Foralotof athletes on the team, this
race was their first time out as a high
schooler. Along with that, everyone
who ran that race last year dropped
time this year, noted Josh Kurz.

The coach also mentioned that the
pack times for both the girls and the
boys, excluding the front-runners,
was small, which shows that the team
has great depth.

Up next, the team will head to
Durango for the Durango Relay
Carnival.

Instead of a traditional meet, the
athletes will pair up and run 8 miles
together in 1-mile increments so that

Early Deadlines

for the issue of Sept. 10

Display Advertising: Noon, Friday, Sept. 4

Legal Advertising, Articles and Letters:

Noon, Thursday, Sept. 3

Classified Advertising: Tuesday, Sept. 8, 10 a.m.

Call your ad rep today
to place your advertisement!

970-264-2100

The Pagosa Springs SUN will be closed
Monday, Sept. 7, in observance of Labor Day

The Pagosa Springs SUN

each runner will have run 4 miles by
the end of the race.

The meet will be on Saturday, Aug.
29, at Escalante Middle School in
Durango.

“It’s early season, so it’s low pres-
sure,” said Kurz. “We treat every race
up to regionals as a workout, so it’s
just a way to mix it up a little bit. It’s
basically mile repeats with some
competition. So, it’s just another hard
workout, but we get the extra push of
having some athletes from our back-
yard to make us dig a little deeper”

Jjsellner@orourkemediagroup.com

Water Heater Solutions, LLC

Floyd Vail, owner
Licensed and Insured

Certified
Warranty
Repair

The only Company with
all the Navien Certifications
and full inventory of repair parts for

water heaters, boilers
and water treatment

Installation & Service

SERVING PAGOSA SPRINGS
and surrounding area

24/7 SAME DAY SERVICE

970-585-6513

Call today to learn more
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Blood drive slated for Sept. 2

By David Hamilton
Special to The PREVIEW

It has been fun to be a part of
our nation’s 250th year celebration
of the signing of the Declaration of
Independence. Those great men and
women who were part of the forma-
tion of this great nation were once
again remembered for their vision
and courage to establish a nation
such as ours. They were heroes.

Today we also have heroes, who
on aregular basis donate blood for all

humanity. Thinking more of others
than of self, they take time from their
busy schedules to provide a service to
others that others cannot provide for
themselves.

We invite you to join with other
caring and generous friends and
neighbors in providing a blood do-
nation at the Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter-day Saints, 1879 Majestic
Drive, on Wednesday, Sept. 2, from
2to7p.m.

Please contact local blood drive
coordinator David Hamilton by call

or text at (970) 799-4056 for more
information or to schedule an ap-
pointment.

You may also go directly to vital-
ant.org or call (877) 258-4825.

As always, walk-ins will be wel-
come at this blood drive, but the
donation time might take a bitlonger
as appointments are given priority.

If you have any questions regard-
ing your Vitalant donor profile or
your ability to donate due to medical
or health issues, please contact (877)
258-4825.

San Juan Stargazers to meet Sept. 3

By Joan Mieritz
San Juan Stargazers

The Sept. 3 San Juan Stargazers
educational meeting will begin at 6
p-m. with a social hour of visiting and
snacks. The educational part will be-
gin at 7 p.m. and will last until around
8:30 p.m., with a special discussion
section starting at about 8:10 p.m. to
end the evening.

The meeting will take place in the
fellowship hall of the Community

United Methodist Church, located
at 434 Lewis St. Please use the side
entrance.

The topic for September and Oc-
tober will be “Mind-Blowing Black
Holes”

This is one of two topics in as-
tronomy that has many, many more
questions than answers.

We don’t know a lot, but in Sep-
tember we will study information
from the Great Courses to get a back-
ground on what has been known for

a while. We will have one of the best
astronomers present a lecture on
video and then spend as much time
asis needed to study and dissect the
information he presents.

Then, with that information in our
minds, in October we will study much
of the newest discoveries from the
James Webb Space Telescope.

We certainly haven’t learned
much more about black holes, but
we have learned enough to ask some
H See Stargazers on next page

Thursday

Coyote Moon Lounge: San Juan Mountain Boys, 6

p.m.

The Pagosa Bar: Karaoke, 8 p.m.

Friday

Coyote Moon Lounge: Retro Cats, 6 p.m.

Saturday

Coyote Moon Lounge: Mountain Alibi, 6 p.m.
East Side Market: Jacques Grant, 11 a.m.

Sunday

Coyote Moon Lounge: Chris Cody Meacham, 5 p.m.
Neon Mallard: Karaoke, 8 p.m.

Monday

Coyote Moon Lounge: High Altitude Blues, 5 p.m.

Wednesday

Cues and Brews: Karaoke, 8 p.m.
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PROGRESSIVE DINNER SATURDAY SEPT 12TH 5PM
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Come see me at my

Open House 41 Pueblo Ct.

Open House every Fri. and Sat. in Aug., 10 a.m.-2 p.m.

Brand New Custom handcrafted Home. Sitting on Private cul-de-sac. 2000 Sq.
Ft. Main level primary suite. Upper level primary suite. All custom tile work with
many extra features. A must see!! $992,000.

Debbie Loewen
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448 Pagosa Street
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Seller’s Representative Specialist
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Pagosa Springs Premiere Entertainment Venue

Live in Concert
Thursday
September 10
7pm
Doors &

Caldwell's Bar
Open @ 6pm

Seth Walker is an American Electric
Blues Singer, Guitarist & Songwriter
performs his blend of blues, gospel,
pop, R&B, rock, and a dash country

% Early Bird Tickets $20 %

Tickets @ pagosamovies.com




Thursday, August 27, 2026 - The Pagosa Springs SUN - PREVIEW - Section 1 - Page 3

Registration open for Archuleta Health Fair and Expo

Healthy Archuleta

The fourth Annual Archuleta
Health Fair and Expo will return on
Oct. 24 from 7 a.m. to noon at Pagosa
Springs High School.

Register today to discover local
health resources, connect with dedi-
cated providers and support your
entire family’s well-being.

This annual event supports com-

Stargazers —

H continued from previous page

new, amazing questions. A small
group of astronomers are asking
about the possibility of our, meaning
our galaxy, being inside a black hole.

You might be asking why are we
doing this. So far we have seen some
beautiful discoveries of the James
Webb. There are some other discov-
eries that are mind blowing, but why
not take a little time to look at the
most difficult discoveries? Challenge
yourself to try this with us.

We may all leave the programs
more confused than when we ar-
rived, but that is the wonder of as-
tronomy. This is a subject perhaps
beyond human understanding.

We especially want to invite our
high school students. We have an
astronomy teacher and astronomy
classes offered at our high school. We
also, as always, want to invite families
who want to have more to talk about
at the dinner table.

If you have questions or want
more information check, out our
website, sanjuanstargazers.org.

We hope to see you on both Sept.
3 and Oct. 1. By coming, you will be
welcomed as a brave person and
rewarded with an ice cream treat.

4 )

Come Join the Fun!

WEDNESDAYS

starting at 8 p.m.

CUES & BREWS
68 Bastille Dr., Unit 6

THURSDAYS

8 p.m.- 12 am.

PAGOSA BAR
460 Pagosa Street

SUNDAYS

8-11 p.m.

NEON MALLARD
157 Pagosa Street

k E1 Pagosa Springs Karaoke j

munity health and connects the
community with dedicated health
care professionals and local orga-
nizations.

The annual Archuleta Health Fair
and Expo is a single place to access
low-cost wellness labs, adult vacci-
nations, and health screenings and
resources to support families and
individuals of all ages.

This year’s health fair features
health care agencies, integrative
health providers, community part-
ners and educational information.

More information on the event,
including the organizations that will
be there, will be available on Healthy
Archuleta’s website leading up to the
event.

Love the Health Fair? Be a vol-
unteer.

Whether you have volunteered in
the past or you are new to the health
fair, we would love your support in
offering this amazing resource to our
community. There are many volun-
teer opportunities available; visit our
H See Expo on next page

* % Kk Kk k
* kX * % K
22% OFF . from 35-50% OFF
regular price on regular price on
AIj:. ‘I/)VINE SELECT WINES

ILVLR

970-264-2749
M-SAT 9AM TO MIDNIGHT
SUNDAY 9 AMTO 10 PM

Next to River Center - Hwy. 160 - East Pagosa Springs

20-

select styles

FOOTWEAR

SEASON

BLOWOUTS!

%
OFF

OUTDOOR
LIVE
GOODS

%
OFF

%
OFF

Outdoor Planters & Pottery

See our ads on TerrysACE.com

o, Men’sand
OFF women'’s
Apparel

+ socks, hats, belts!

Prices are as marked. All sales final on discounted items, cash and carry, no returns on sale items, discounts do not apply to sale items, sale prices may not be combined
with other discounts. Delivery and set up or installation not included. Some other exclusions may apply. Limited to stock on hand.

525 Navajo Trail Drive - 731-4022

Shop www.acehardware.com for free in store pickup

Mon-Fri 7:30-6 « Sat 8-5 « Sun 9-4
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Runway for Rise: how online voting
works and why every dollar counts

Rise Above Violence

In October, community members
step onto the runway for Runway for
Rise, an annual recycled fashion gala
benefiting Rise Above Violence.

The Runway event features teams
showcasing unique recycled and
upcycled creations, and the event
blends art, fashion and local creativ-
ity to support survivors of domestic
violence.

Beyond the runway show itself, a
major highlight of the competition
is the online vote. This is where the
community decides which team
takes home the coveted Pagosa Prada
Award for raising the most money.

Meet Team Top Model

Team Top Model is bringing the
swagger. From auctioneer to emcee
tonow Top Model, Darren Lewis has
risen through the ranks and is ready
to take the runway with his team.

Joining Darren are Stacey Lewis,
Karen Ross and Kirsten Le Roux, who
are helping bring Team Top Model to
life both on and off the runway.

“We believe in the power to rise
up, rise above and raise a little run-
way swagger along the way — all
in support of survivors,” the team
shares.

With plenty of personality, cre-
ativity and community spirit, Team
Top Model is ready to strut its stuff
for Rise Above Violence.

How the voting process

works

Voting for Runway for Rise is de-
signed to be accessible, interactive
and directly impactful.

Here is how it works:

e Dollar-as-a-vote system: Each
vote costs $1, and every single dol-
lar goes directly to supporting Rise
Above Violence programs.

e Unlimited voting: Supporters
can vote as many times as they want,
as often as they like, and split their
support across multiple favorite
teams.

o Where to vote: Online voting is
hosted directly on the Rise Above

Expo
H continued from previous page
website to sign up.

Register today to take advantage
of the wide array of services (includ-
ing low-cost lab packages). It’s quick
and easy: Visit foodcoalition4ar-
chuleta.org/archuleta-health-fair-

Clip 'n Save 10%

*Off of 750 ml and 175 ml bottlese

WINES & LIQUORS

Non-Sale ltems Only « Coupon not valid for beer purchases

264-2749 ILVER
st Pagos Springs. 100 DOLLAR

Mon.-Sat. Open 9 a.m. - Midnight
Sun. Open 10 a.m. - 10 p.m.

LIQUORS

Photo courtesy Team Top Model

Team Top Model is bringing the runway swagger. Stacey Lewis, Darren
Lewis, Kirsten Le Roux and Karen Ross are ready to strut their stuff at
Rise Above Violence’s Runway for Rise in support of survivors.

7

Violence website at www.risea-
boveviolence.org.

Why your vote matters

While winning the Pagosa Prada
Award brings friendly rivalry and
bragging rights to the winning team,
the true purpose behind every dollar
vote is support for survivors in our
community.

Every dollar raised powers Rise
Above Violence’s mission to foster
safety and healing for those impacted
by domestic violence.

By participating in the Runway
for Rise voting process, you aren’t
just supporting local creatives and
models, but you are actively helping
survivors in your community break
free from violence and build secure
futures.

To cast your votes and support
your favorite team, visit www.risea-
boveviolence.org.

and-expo.html or simply click the
“2026 Health Fair & Expo” button on
Healthy Archuleta’s homepage.

To learn more about Healthy Ar-
chuleta’s efforts, visit our website at
www.foodcoalition4archuleta.org or
email us at fsfearchuleta@gmail.com.

Your local news source
since 19009.
The Pagosa Springs SUN

PSMC Expert General Surgery

Kate Gazenko, MD, General Surgery

Dr. Kate Gazenko, board certified general surgeon provides
general surgical care including hernia repairs, laparoscopic
appendectomy and gallbladder surgery, breast surgery,
diagnostic and screening colonoscopies and more.

Dr. Gazenko is accepting new patients.

First-Class General Surgery Care, Close To Home
970.731.3700 | 95 S. Pagosa Blvd | pagosaspringsmedicalcenter.org |
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El Pomar Foundation approves $339,700
to organizations in southwest region

El Pomar Foundation

El Pomar Trustees approved
$339,700 allocated to 27 nonprofit
organizations and government enti-
ties in the southwest region at the
Foundation’s June Trustees meeting.

Through the Foundation’s grant
making process, the following orga-
nizations were awarded grants:

e Archuleta County (Pagosa
Springs): $10,000 for Pagosa Out-
reach Connection; Colorado Assis-
tance Fund.

o Aspire Medical Services and
Education (Pagosa Springs): $15,000
for counseling program; competitive
and regional council.

o Aspire Medical Services and
Education (Pagosa Springs): $3,200
for positive parenting program; re-
gional council.

« Bridge Emergency Shelter (Cor-
tez): $10,000 for general operating
support; competitive.

e Children’s Hospital Colorado
Foundation (Colorado Springs):
$35,000 for La Plata County pediat-
ric mental health initiative; regional
council and trustee regional merit.

o Community Foundation serv-
ing Southwest Colorado (Durango):
$5,000 for Friends and Neighbors in
Need; Colorado Assistance Fund.

« Community Radio Project (Cor-
tez): $5,000 for Sunflower Theater;
regional merit.

o Community Radio Project (Cor-
tez): $5,000 for KSJD public radio;
regional merit.

« Dolores County (Dove Creek):
$10,000 for Dolores County Senior
Services general operating support;
competitive.

*Dove Creek Care and Share Food
Pantry (Cahone): $10,000 for direct
human service needs; Colorado As-
sistance Fund.

e Durango Early Learning Center:
$10,000 for new playground; com-
petitive.

e Durango Education Foundation:
$15,000 for Ignite Mobile Learning
Lab; regional council.

e Durango Nordic Ski Club, Inc. -
$5,000 for general operating support;
competitive.

o Full Circle Expeditions Inc.
(Cortez): $7,500 for The Cookout;
Colorado Assistance Fund.

« Healthy Archuleta Inc. (Pagosa
Springs): $12,000 for purchase of
food; regional council.

« Healthy Archuleta Inc. (Pagosa
Springs): $15,000 for youth substance
abuse prevention program; regional
council.

¢ Mancos United: $10,000 for
Summer Hub program; regional
council.

e Manna - The Durango Soup
Kitchen: $7,500 for direct human
service needs; Colorado Assistance
Fund.

e Montezuma County Histori-
cal Society Inc. (Cortez) - $7,500
for youth programming; regional
council.

e Montezuma School to Farm
Project (Cortez): $15,000 for general
operating support; regional council.

¢ Pagosa Community Initiative
(Pagosa Springs): $25,000 for general
operating support; regional council.

« Pine River Shares (Bayfield):
$15,000 for general operating sup-
port; regional council.

¢ San Juan County Public Health
Service (Silverton): $7,500 for direct
human service needs; Colorado As-
sistance Fund.

o Silverton School District: $10,000
for family engagement center; Colo-
rado Assistance Fund.

o Silverton Youth Center: $12,500
for summer programming; regional
council.

e The Community Treehouse
(Bayfield): $5,000 for general operat-
ing support; regional merit.

o The Cortez Center Inc.: $7,000
for summer internships; regional
council.

e The Pifion Project (Cortez):
$7,500 for Montelores Emergency
Assistance Coalition; Colorado As-
sistance Fund.

« Town of Dolores: $9,500 for
Dolores Family Project; Colorado
Assistance Fund.

» Town of Pagosa Springs - $28,000
for K.I.D.S. summer camp; regional
council.

Founded by Spencer and Julie
Penrose in 1937, El Pomar Founda-
tion has an established legacy of
general purpose grant making.

The competitive process remains
the foundation’s primary vehicle for
organizations to receive funding.

Additionally, over the last 89 years,
El Pomar has either developed or
been entrusted with the stewardship
of a number of other funds, as well
as presenting merit grants in each
region recommended by trustees and
regional council members. Competi-
tive applications are accepted on a
rolling basis.

In an effort to increase impact
and establish connections across
the entire state, the Regional Part-
nerships program was established
in 2003. Each of the foundation’s 11
regional councils advises El Pomar
trustees and recommends grants to
help support its communities. The
Southwest Regional Council recom-
mends grants in Archuleta, Dolores,
La Plata, Montezuma and San Juan
counties. Council members are
regional leaders in the business,
nonprofit and public sectors and
provide firsthand information
about current needs in their own
communities.

To view a full listing of El Po-
mar’s funds and grant making areas,
please visit www.elpomar.org/grant-
making/.
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Community United Methodist
Church to continue ‘Direction’ series
with ‘Crossing Over’ and potluck

By Ken Daniell
Community United Methodist Church

The Community United Method-
ist Church will continues its “Direc-
tion: Following the Way” sermon
series this Sunday, Aug. 30, with
a message titled “Crossing Over”
drawn from Joshua 3, the next-to-last
sermon before the Labor Day week-
end finale on Sept. 6.

In a special fifth-Sunday format,
the congregation will gather for one
combined service at 10:30 a.m. at
434 Lewis St. The Pagosa Community
Initiative will be sharing its work dur-
ing the service. A potluck lunch will
follow at 11:30 a.m. in the fellowship

hall; everyone is invited to bring a
dish to share.

The sermon draws on the story
of the Israelites crossing the Jordan
River at flood stage, the moment
when the priests stepped into the
water before it parted, and the
miracle followed the step. Pastor
Ken Daniell will connect that an-
cient crossing to the season turn-
ing in Pagosa Springs right now,
the cooler mornings, the quieter
streets, the signs of fall already ar-
riving before the calendar catches
up.
“The Jordan was at flood stage,”
said Daniell. “God didn’t wait for
calm water to ask them to cross. The

priests stepped in, and then the water
parted. That’s still how it works. The
miracle is calibrated to the leap.”

The “Direction” series has run
since Aug. 2, exploring what it means
to walk faithfully when the road
ahead is unclear. The series con-
cludes on Sunday, Sept. 6, Labor Day
weekend, with “The Way Forward”
from John 14 at both the 8:15 and
11 a.m. services. Communion will
be served.

The Community United Method-
ist Church is a progressive, inclusive
and affirming congregation. All are
welcome.

For more information, visit cum-
cps.org or call (970) 264-5508.

Ideas to help kids overcome end-of-summer boredom

Special to The PREVIEW

The phrase “dog days of summer”
refers to the period between July 3
and Aug. 11. The Farmer’s Almanac
notes the phrase refers to a period
of time when the sun occupies the
same region as Sirius, the Dog Star.
However, in many households, the
dog days of summer has come to
mean the hottest days of summer.
And for families with children, that
period is often marked by repeated
declarations of “I'm bored” and/or
“There’s nothing to do.”

While many kids are excited at the
start of their annual summer breaks
from school, come early August those
same youngsters may be feeling a
little bored.

As summer winds down, parents
and children can look to these strat-
egies to overcome end-of-summer
boredom:

o Let kids take on some of the
cooking duties. Children likely won’t
jump at the chance to vacuum a liv-
ingroom or reorganize alinen closet,
but tasking youngsters with cooking
a family meal a couple of days each
week can help to occupy their time
with a productive activity.

Middle school-aged children
and above can likely manage most
if not all of the tasks associated with
seeing a meal through from start to
finish (parents are urged to gauge

each child’s readiness for such tasks
and assign work accordingly), and
giving them this responsibility a few
days a week, and letting youngsters
choose the menu, can liven up their
late afternoons and early evenings.

e Encourage kids to pick a new
hobby. Hobbies aren’t just a means
to making down time fun, they’re also
a great way to boost mental health.

Mental Health America notes that
hobbies activate parts of the brain
that help people process emotions
and build connections with others.
Hobbies also help to create small
wins and a sense of progress. Seeing
some daily progress might help kids
stay engaged with a new activity.

When the final weeks of summer
vacation arrive and summer camp
has closed, encourage kids to pick a
new hobby like photography, paint-
ing or even writing. These activities
engage children’s brains and can
foster a long-term passion. If par-
ents have some free time, engage in
the hobby alongside a child, which
might make the youngster enjoy it
even more.

« Getin touch with fellow parents.
School-aged children may not see
their classroom friends much over
the summer, as parents’ work sched-
ules differ and kids may attend an
assortment of summer camps.

Reach out to fellow parents and
arrange some play dates and addi-

Veterans Crisis Line

free, confidential support to veterans
in crisis, as well as their family and
friends 24/7/365.

(800) 273-8255
or text 838255

tional activities where both families
get together. Parents can arrange to
share hosting duties or even alternate
taking the kids for a day once a week
so kids get routine social interaction
and a chance to reconnect with their
friends as the first day of school ap-
proaches.

« Write and perform a play/story
each week. Another way to keep kids
occupied, and to help their brains
shake the dust off a month-plus with
no homework, is to encourage kids
to write and perform a play or story
each week.

Parents can help kids identify a
fun story angle and lets kids choose
and design their own costumes. The
weekly performance can feature
everyone in the household, as that
level of involvement can excite chil-
dren and keep them engaged with
this fun task. Film each performance
so everyone can look back on these
memories for years to come.

Imagine your days spent on the lake or
relaxing on your back patio, surrounded
by breathtaking mountain scenery. Wel-
come to this charming home nestled di-
rectly on Hatcher Lake in the Pagosa Lakes
community. This beautifully maintained
2,792-square-foot residence features 4
bedrooms and 3 full bathrooms, including
two primary suites—one conveniently
located on the main level and the other on
the upper level. Ideal for multi-generation-
al living or simply enjoying extra space, the

for year-round enjoyment.

1135 Park Avenue, Unit 401
$619,000 - MLS# 837983

Sunday, August 30 from Noon to 3 pm

Saturday, August 29 from Noon to 3 pm

Beautiful end unit 2 bedroom, 2 bath town-
home in Whispering Pines! Once you enter
this 2,044 sq. ft. home you'll enjoy moun-
tain views from the great room. Hardwood
floors in the living room, kitchen and dining
areas. Primary bedroom is located on this
level with a walk-in shower and double
sinks in the primary bath. The lower level
has an entertainment room, second bed-
room, laundry room and 3/4 bath. Use as a
full-time residence, a second home, or even
a potential short-term rental.

31 Laguna Place
$895,000 - MLS# 833147

home offers room for everyone to spread out and relax. The main level boasts a bright sunroom

To tour this home go to: https://pspixeltree.com/31-Laguna-PI-1

Barbara Swindlehurst

CIPS CRS GRI SFR CNE

REALTOR®, BROKER/ OWNER
(:303.618.7423 - 0: 970.264.6673
Barbara@MountainMeadowRealEstate.com

409 Lewis Street « MountainMeadowRealEstate.info

Fhank yow

to eveyone that vidited oun Atudiod)!

We are especially grateful to our sponsors:

Lisa and Tim Vail
Brian Swett

Kathie Disner

Pagosa Peak Family Dentistry
Jean Brittingham
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SpiritFire Inspirational Living Center
announces upcoming events

By Shayla McClure
SpiritFire Inspirational Living Center

Save the date for the following ac-
tivities at the SpiritFire Inspirational
Living Center:

¢ Aug. 28, 6 p.m.: Friday Full Moon
Sturgeon Moon Drumming at Xana-
du with Shayla Azriel. Bring rattles,
drums and musical instruments. A
$10 donation will be collected. For
more information, contact (970)
510-0309.

eSept. 12,10 a.m. to 1 p.m.: Medi-
cine Wheel Circle and Ceremony
Teachings with Shayla White Eagle

McClure at SpiritFire at Xanadu.
Learn the sacred circle of the medi-
cine wheel and the blessings. A $50
donation will be collected. For more
information, contact (970) 510-0309.

The center also offers educational
classes and workshops.

About us

The SpiritFire Inspirational Liv-
ing Center is a 501(c)(3). We are an
all-inclusive community honoring
all lifestyles, cultures and religious
paths to the Divine. We are the “Good
Vibe Tribe” who practices Science of
Mind principles of positive thinking.

The vision of SpiritFire Inspira-
tional Living Center is to empower
each participating member to be-
come their “best self” Our mission
is to create a world that works for
everyone through self empower-
ment and awareness of the creator’s
divinity.

We welcome local talents to share
gifts, aptitudes and knowledge.

SpiritFire Inspirational Living
Center events are held at Xanadu
private retreat. Obtain information
by joining us, emailing pagosacom-
munitynewthought@gmail.com or
texting/calling (970) 510-0309.

100 years ago this month: historical events from August 1926

Special to The PREVIEW

The month of August has been
home to many historical events over
the years.

Here’s a look at some that helped
to shape the world in August 1926:

o A thrown dagger narrowly miss-
es the head of Spanish dictator
Miguel Primo de Rivera on Aug. 1 in
Barcelona. A 34-year-old anarchistis
arrested for the failed assassination
attempt.

« The French passenger ship S.S.
Lotus strikes the Turkish freighter S.S.
Bozkourton Aug. 2. Eight passengers
drown, and the captain of the Lotus
is eventually charged with liability
for the deaths by Turkish authorities.

« On Aug. 3, the Mount Batur vol-
cano on the island of Bali erupts for
the first time since 1917. The village
of Karang Anyar is destroyed during
the eruption, but all residents safely
evacuate.

o Shortly before noon on Aug. 3,
the first trafficlights in London come
into operation at Piccadilly Circus.

o Sultan bin Zayed Khalifa Al
Nahyan is killed by his half-brother,
Saqr bin Zayed Al Nahyan, on Aug. 4.
Four years prior to his death, Sultan
bin Zayed had teamed up with Saqr
bin Zayed to kill their brother, Emir
Hamdan bin Zeyed, and seize the
throne of Abu Dhabi.

e Magician and escape artist Harry
Houdini survives being sealed in a
coffin and lowered into a swimming
poolata New York City hotel on Aug.
5. Houdini, who would die from peri-
tonitis less than three months after
the stunt, used controlled breathing
toremain conscious within the coffin
for one hour and 31 minutes.

e The first British Grand Prix is
held at the Brooklands motor racing
circuitnear Surrey, England, on Aug.

7. Frenchman Louis Wagner wins the
inaugural race.

e A hurricane strikes Nova Scotia
on Aug. 10. Two fishing boats capsize
during the storm, claiming the lives
of 48 individuals.

¢ Richard Reese Whittemore, the
leader of a group of bank robbers
active in the mid-Atlantic and east-
ern United States in the mid-1920s,
is hanged on Aug. 13. Whittemore’s
wife, Margaret, also was arrested,
but was never convicted for her role
in the robberies.

o Father Luis Batiz Sainz is arrest-
ed by Mexican government agents
in the state of Zacatecas on Aug. 14.
The arrest is part of a government-or-
chestrated purge of Roman Catholic
clerics, and Batiz is executed by firing
squad the next day.

o A coffin brought from Norway
arrives in London on Aug. 16. The
coffin is believed to contain the
remains of British Army officer and
colonial administrator Field Marshal
Herbert Kitchener, but the coroner
finds the coffin contains only tar
upon opening it in the presence of
police. The stunt is later deemed a
hoax.

e Marshal Jézef Pilsudski conducts
apurge of the Polish military on Aug.
21.The purge is conducted to remove
any potential challenges to Pilsud-
ski’s authority.

¢ A bloodless coup overthrows
Greek dictator Theodoros Panga-
los on Aug. 22. The coup is led by
Gen. Georgios Kondylis, who places
Pangalos on the naval destroyer
Pergamos.

e Popular Italian film actor Ru-
dolph Valentino dies in New York on
Aug. 23. Valentino, just 31 at the time
of his death, underwent emergency
surgery for a ruptured appendix
eight days prior to his death, but was

Thank you for supporting
our advertisers!

stricken with a case of then-untreat-
able pleuritis while convalescing on
Aug. 21.

o Forty-four coal miners are killed
after an explosion at a Clearfield Bi-
tuminous Coal Corporation mine in
Clymer, Penn., on Aug. 26.

o Dutch Levsen of the Cleveland
Indians starts and wins both games
ofadoubleheader against the Boston
Red Sox on Aug. 28. Levsen is the last
pitcher in Major League Baseball to
start and win each game of a twin
bill. Levsen, who won just 21 games
over the course of his six-year career,
also is the last pitcher to throw two
nine-inning complete games on the
same day.

o The last voting rights of Ital-
ians are removed when the Fascist
government abolishes the popular
elections of municipal officials on
Aug. 30.

Water Heater Solutions, LLC

Floyd Vail, owner
Licensed and Insured

Certified
Warranty
Repair

The only Company with
all the Navien Certifications
and full inventory of repair parts for

water heaters, boilers
and water treatment

Installation & Service

SERVING PAGOSA SPRINGS
and surrounding area

24/7 SAME DAY SERVICE

970-585-6513

Call today to learn more

Mon

Randy Friemel
Oils

September 3rd
5:30to 7:30 pm
Meet artist Randy Friemel.

Enjoy a glass of wine and learn about his art.
Light refreshments.

*Mark your calendar for our next guest artist
Debra Ferrari on September 10th.

Dlcke it Pt
of Qs Pgosa Epeionce! \

rough Fri 10am to 5pm . Sat 10am to 3pm

468 Lewis St . (970) 264-0800 . twooldcrowsps@gmail.com
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Several members of the local Pi Beta Phi Alumnae Club in Pagosa Springs gathered at the home of Laurie
Williams on Aug. 20 for a delightful summer visit and casual lunch. In the back row, left to right, are Laurie
Williams, Paula Tennant, Joni Rose and Carole Howard. In the front row, left to right, are Kara Cook and Me-
lissa McDonald. Pi Beta Phi was founded in 1867 at Monmouth College in lllinois, one of the first women’s
sororities in the country. Today there are 129 Pi Phi chapters at universities in the U.S. and Canada, and 195

alumnae clubs around the world.

Finding the truth about yourself

By Betty Slade
PREVIEW Columnist

I recently shared a teaching with
the Wolf Creek Christian Writers
Network built around one stirring
word: axiom.

For weeks, this word “axiom” ex-
ploded in my mind — a foundational
truth accepted as self-evident. It is
the ground beneath an argument, the
first principle from which everything
else proceeds. There are no middle
options in an axiom,; it is a starting
point. In its simplest form, an axiom
declares: this is true.

Artist’s

Lane

For writers, that truth matters
immensely. We must write from the
truest place within us — not from
performance, borrowed language,
religious expectation or someone
else’s comfortable definition of who
we should be. We must write from the
person God formed.

I asked those gathered to con-
sider how God formed them in their
mother’s womb. Few knew how to
answer. Yet that is the question be-
neath so much of our striving. Who
was I before I learned to perform?
Who did God intend me to be?

Itis not what we do, butitis about
who we are. It’s the beginning point
— the truth from which our lives,
our DNA, our voices and our writing
come from.

This truth is a deep well, and a
shallow bucket will not reach the
hearts of the readers. When we draw
H See Lane on next page

ASPHALT

ASPHALT PAVING and SEAL-COATING
Driveways, Parking Lots, Subdivisions
Local References, High Quality, Competitive Rates
30+ Years Experience

Call or text: 602-448-4936

Save On Short Carpet Rolls
& Area Rugs

Think dorm rooms, classroom:s,
play areas, refresh a bedroom!

The Tile &
Carpet Store

M-F 8-4:30
(970) 731-5282
204 Bastille Dr.

N. Pagosa Blvd,
Left at Bastille Dr.




Thursday, August 27, 2026 - The Pagosa Springs SUN - PREVIEW - Section 1 - Page 9

Lane

H continued from previous page
from that hidden place, our words
carry water to thirsty souls — reach
below the surface, touch the reader
where polished phrases and safe
religious language do not go.

Few writers dare to reach down
into that deep water. Vulnerability
is risky. It exposes the tender places
we would rather conceal. Yetreaders
recognize the difference between
writing that skims the surface and
writing thatrises from a soul that has
wrestled honestly with God.

Scripture anchors us in this truth.
David wrote, “Thou didst form my
inward parts. My frame was not hid-
den from Thee, When I was made
in secret, and skillfully wrought in
the depths of the earth. Thine eyes
have seen my unformed substance.
And in Thy book they were all writ-
ten, The days that were ordained for
me, when as yet there was not one of
them” (Psalms 139:13,15,16, NASB).

The days are ordained for the
person God skillfully wrought in the
womb. Anything different from God’s
original person will be in conflict
with God and will lend to the noise
of the world and probably a disap-
pointed soul.

And the days to come are un-
formed substance, which are or-
dained for us to walk in.

Why is it important to know who
I am? Because I didn’t know where
I belonged, and I have a lot of un-
necessary bruises and self-inflicting
wounds. I questioned why I didn’t fit
into someone else’s box that others
found comfortable to live in. Maybe
it wasn’t necessary for them to fight
to get out of their box. The box was
too choking for me to remain. I was
around peg in a square hole.

Spouting Christian platitudes is
a safe place, but they turn people
off. Christian platitudes are different
than writing from our true personal-
ity, our axiom. The person we are is
that which was unformed substance
which God formed in the womb. He
wants to show His grace through our
unique being.

Possibly people are afraid to show
their real self. Why? Because they
don’t understand how God formed
them. The days that are ordained for
them have been designed for them to
show God’s glory.

Iam reminded of a time when we
first came to Pagosa. I met a couple
who I thought had a corner on the
spiritual market. He called his wife
hishandmaiden. She was and waited
on him hand and foot.

That sounded really godly since I
didn’t easily submit to my Sweet Al; I
wanted to be ahandmaiden so I could
be right with God. Wrong premises.
Wrong axiom. That’s not how I was
wired in the womb. I couldn’t be that
person. I had to learn how to submit
in the person Iwas meantto be, strong
will, independent and outspoken. I
tried to make myself something dif-
ferent than how God made me.

God wants to show Himself in
who we are, warts, wrinkles and

unfinished. I always tell people that
your readers will go as deep as you
show yourself. That where you make
a difference, that’s where you are an
influencer with your writing.

Paul, the apostle, known as a gi-
antin the spiritual world, showed up
with his resume, all the things that
he could boost about in Philippians
3:4-6, his legal righteousness — cir-
cumcised the eighth day, of the stock
of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a
Hebrew of the Hebrews; concerning
the law, a Pharisee. He counted it all
rubbish for the knowledge of Jesus.

I always tell people
that your readers
will go as deep as
you show yourself.
That where you
malke a difference,
that’s where you
are an influencer
with your writing.

He needed to be who God made
him. Thatwas the privilege he was born
into. Thatwasn't the true axiom formed
in his mother’s womb, to walk in the
days God ordained. God had a mission
for Paul that only he could carry out.
He had tenacity, he was a bulldog, he
fought for his place, his authority, be-
ing born out of season. He even had
murder in his heart for the sake of the
righteousness of God. He had the cour-
age to speak up for the truth.

Paul wrote to the Galatians and
said, “But when it pleased God, who
separated me from my mother’s
womb and called me through His
grace, to reveal His Son in me, that I
might preach Him among the Gen-
tiles ...” (Galatians 1:15,16).

Final brushstroke: Be ourselves.
Let God weave the person, Jesus,
into how He made us. We don’t have
to apologize for who God made us to
be. God wants to show His gloryin us.

Readers’ comments: “We became
a part of Pagosa when we were given
a small plot of land by my husband’s
family, which they had owned since
the 70s. The land is an acre...much
of which goes down a hill on 335. It
has no permanent structure, but we
camped on it for several years and
fell in love with the land, the town,
and our neighbors...So much so that
we later purchased a property with
structures on the lower Blanco.

“While the homes along Roberts
Place seem to fair better in terms of
positioning in relation to the fire than
the residences on 335, we watched,
listened, and prayed for our neigh-
bors...myhusband from our property

and I from afar as I temporarily cared
for my father on the East Coast. We
continue to pray for all of you. Thank
you for writing such an important
piece... Reminding us of the kind-
ness and generosity that is Pagosa.
Magdalena Vigil-Tullar”

Views expressed do not necessarily
represent those of The SUN.

Trinity Anglican Church

“Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy
heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy
mind. This is the first and great commandment.
And the second is like unto it; Thou shalt love thy
neighbour as thyself. On these two commandments
hang all the Law and the Prophets.”

Holy Communion, Sundays @ 10am.
246 Harman Park Dr. » trinityanglicanchurch.org
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All events listed in The PREVIEW
Calendar are free of charge unless
otherwise noted.

Thursday, Aug. 27

Ruby’s Writers Guild. 9-11 a.m., Sis-
son Library. Ruby’s Writers Guild
welcomes writers who are looking
for opportunities, support and ca-
maraderie with other writers. Mem-
bers provide support, resources
and guidance for each other.

A Day in the Life of the Ancients
Tour. 9:30 a.m., Chimney Rock
National Monument. A family-
oriented tour along the accessible
Mesa Village Trail to visit an ancient
agricultural village and learn about
daily life 1,000 years ago. Tickets
are $20 for adults and $10 for kids.
For more information and tickets,
visit www.chimneyrockco.org or call
(877) 444-6777.

Labyrinth Guided Walk. 10 a.m., St.
Patrick’s Episcopal Church, 225 S.
Pagosa Blvd. Join a docent for a
guided tour of the Chartres-design
labyrinth. Walking the labyrinth
can bring a sense of releasing,
receiving and renewal. The laby-
rinth is available from dawn until
dusk and is located in the wooded
area behind the parking lot at the
wooden cross.

Stretching and Mobility Class. 10-11
a.m., Senior Center. A stretching
and mobility class for those ages
55 and up.

Great House Tour. 10:30 a.m., Chim-
ney Rock National Monument. This
family-friendly tour goes to the top
of the mesa ridge for a 360-degree
panoramic view of the landscape
and a close-up of the two pinnacles
with stops along the way to learn
about ancient Puebloan structures.
Tickets are $20 for adults and $10
for kids. For more information and
tickets, visit www.chimneyrockco.
org or call (877) 444-6777.

Tai Chi. 1:30-2:30 p.m., Yamaguchi
Park. An Archuleta Senior Center
program.

Tech Time. 2-4 p.m., Sisson Library.
Taylor will answer basic questions
related to computers, smartphones,
tablets, etc., and provide assistance
with accessing any of the library’s
online resources. Bring your device
charger and passwords.

Pagosa Springs Varsity Boys’ Soc-
cer. 4 p.m., Pagosa Springs High
School. Pagosa Springs High
School vs. Piedra Vista.

Full Moon Program and Early Tour.
5 p.m., Chimney Rock National
Monument. Combine the Full Moon
Program with an early, guided tour
of the Mesa Village Trail to create
a four-hour event. The cost is $30.
For more information and tickets,
visit www.chimneyrockco.org or call
(877) 444-6777.

Full Moon Program. 7 p.m., Chimney
Rock National Monument. A three-
hour event culminating in a unique
experience of viewing the moonrise

from atop Chimney Rock Mesa.
Prior to that, a presentation will
highlight the Ancestral Puebloan
ties to astronomy and the Chacoan
culture. The cost is $20 for adults
and $10 for kids. For more informa-
tion and tickets, visit www.chimney-
rockco.org or call (877) 444-6777.

Thingamajig Theatre Company

Presents ‘Come From Away.’ 7
p.m., Pagosa Springs Center for
the Arts, 2313 Eagle Drive. For
tickets and more information, visit
pagosacenter.org or call (970) 731-
SHOW (7469).

about ancient Puebloan structures.
Tickets are $20 for adults and $10
for kids. For more information and
tickets, visit www.chimneyrockco.
org or call (877) 444-6777.

Read Wild! Summer Finale Party.

1-3 p.m., Yamaguchi Park. Join
to celebrate the completion of
the library’s Summer Reading
Program. There will be juggling,
balloon animals, games, drinks
and snacks. There will also be
grand prize drawing, door prizes
and other awards for top readers
in each age category.

A Tour of Two Trails. 5 p.m., Chimney
Rock National Monument. This tour
provides an in-depth discussion
along the Great House Trail about
the connection of Chimney Rock
to the greater Chacoan culture,
the significance of the mesa-top
Great House and the day-to-day
lives of the ancestral inhabitants of
Chimney Rock. Tickets are $20 for
adults and $10 for kids. For more

Friday, Aug. 28

A Tour of Two Trails. 7:15 a.m.,
Chimney Rock National Monu-
ment. This tour provides an in-
depth discussion along the Great
House Trail about the connection
of Chimney Rock to the greater
Chacoan culture, the significance
of the mesa-top Great House and
the day-to-day lives of the ances-
tral inhabitants of Chimney Rock. information and tickets, visit www.
Tickets are $20 for adults and $10 chimneyrockco.org or call (877)
for kids. For more information and 444-6777.
tickets, visit www.chimneyrockco. Thingamajig Theatre Company
org or call (877) 444-6777. Presents ‘Fiddler on the Roof.’

Baby Storytime. 10-11 a.m., Sisson 7 p.m., Pagosa Springs Center
Library. For ages 0-2. Join for sto- for the Arts, 2313 Eagle Drive. For
ries, songs and giggles. Stay and tickets and more information, visit
play after storytime and connect pagosacenter.org or call (970) 731-
with fellow caregivers. Call (970) SHOW (7469).

264-2209 for more information. Pagosa Springs Varsity Football. 7

Great House Tour. 10:30 a.m., Chim- p.m., Pagosa Springs High School.

SAN JUAN ARBORISTS

TREE SERVICE PROVIDER

FREE QUOTES
706-410-4997

INFO (©D SANJUANARBORISTS.COM
LiceNseD - BONDED - INSURED

- Tree Trimming and Pruning
Hazard Tree Removals
Lot Clearing & Fire Mitigation
- Cabling and Bracing

ney Rock National Monument. This Pagosa Springs High School vs.
family-friendly tour goes to the top Salida.

of the mesa ridge for a 360-degree
panoramic view of the landscape Saturday, Aug. 29
and a close-up of the two pinnacles Pagosa Wetlands Tour. 8 a.m.,

with stops along the way to learn W See Calendar on next page

Subscribe to The SUN
PagosaSUN.com

Please check out our most recent blog on

'When Mold is a Health Concern

vs. a Maintenance Issue.’

www.mountainmendm.com/when-mold-is-a-health-concern-vs-a-maintenance-issue/

DISASTER
RESTORATION

BJ Jones and Lars Schneider, owners, have spent a
combined total of over 45 years in Pagosa Springs.

As long-time locals, we operate with small-town

FLOOD MITIGATION
hospitality without the “Pagosa-time mentality.” Your

time is as valuable as ours, so we operate with CRAWLSPACE
punctualiy: INSPECTIONS/

Mountain Men Disaster Mitigation is here to service

you and your family through providing quality in our WORK

work, and being timely and efficient. Fire Restoration
Water Extraction

Lars Schneider
970-946-0238

Don't forget to check your crawl spaces for standing
water. Water mixed with the normal environments
produced in a crawlspace is the perfect breeding
ground for microbial growth. We also offer sump pump
system installations and repairs as well as moisture
barriers. Call today for a free evaluation!

NATIONALLY LICENSED

INSURED

Mold Remediation
Structural Drying

Smoke and Odor
Removal

BJ Jones

970-749-9028
MountainMenDM.com * mail@mountainmendm.com

LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED
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Centennial Park. Meet at the na-
tive plants garden next to the
Geothermal Greenhouse Partner-
ships domes. Bring sunscreen, bug
spray and water. Tours last one to
two hours and are handicapped
accessible. Tours are weather
dependent.

Chimney Rock Through the Ages

Tour. 8 a.m., Chimney Rock Na-
tional Monument. This tour ex-
plores both the natural and cul-
tural history of the area through
geologic time and incorporates the
anthropology and archaeology of
the Puebloan people. Tickets are
$20 for adults and $10 for kids.
For more information and tickets,
visit www.chimneyrockco.org or call
(877) 444-6777.

GriefShare. 10-11:30 a.m., Center-

point Church, 2750 Cornerstone
Drive. A 13-week program to assist
with the healing process, regard-
less of how long it is since your
loved one passed. Register and
learn more at www.griefshare.org.

Great House Tour. 10:30 a.m., Chim-

ney Rock National Monument. This
family-friendly tour goes to the top
of the mesa ridge for a 360-degree
panoramic view of the landscape
and a close-up of the two pinnacles
with stops along the way to learn

about ancient Puebloan structures.
Tickets are $20 for adults and $10
for kids. For more information and
tickets, visit www.chimneyrockco.
org or call (877) 444-6777.

Boats-themed LEGO Build. 11 a.m.-

noon, Sisson Library. Bring your
own LEGOs or use the library’s.
This month’s focus is on boats.

Thingamajig Theatre Company

Presents ‘Fiddler on the Roof.’
7 p.m., Pagosa Springs Center
for the Arts, 2313 Eagle Drive. For
tickets and more information, visit
pagosacenter.org or call (970) 731-
SHOW (7469).

Sunday, Aug. 30

Great House Tour. 10:30 a.m., Chim-

ney Rock National Monument. This
family-friendly tour goes to the top
of the mesa ridge for a 360-degree
panoramic view of the landscape
and a close-up of the two pinnacles
with stops along the way to learn
about ancient Puebloan structures.
Tickets are $20 for adults and $10
for kids. For more information and
tickets, visit www.chimneyrockco.
org or call (877) 444-6777.

Monday, Aug. 31

Sunrise at Chimney Rock. 6 a.m.,

Chimney Rock National Monument.
This program offers a unique two-

hour tour of the archaeological sites
with a special emphasis on the view
of the sun rising atop the mesa.
Tickets are $20 for adults and $10
for kids. For more information and
tickets, visit www.chimneyrockco.
org or call (877) 444-6777.

Line Dancing. 9:30-11 a.m., PLPOA

Clubhouse, 230 Port Ave. Begin-
ners meet at 9:30 a.m. and the
advance group meets at 10:15
a.m. If you haven't attended before,
please call Beverly at (970) 264-
2064 for more information.

Great House Tour. 10:30 a.m., Chim-

ney Rock National Monument. This
family-friendly tour goes to the top
of the mesa ridge for a 360-degree
panoramic view of the landscape
and a close-up of the two pinnacles
with stops along the way to learn
about ancient Puebloan structures.
Tickets are $20 for adults and $10
for kids. For more information and
tickets, visit www.chimneyrockco.
org or call (877) 444-6777.

Senior Conversations. 1:15 p.m.,

Senior Center.

Conversational Spanish. 4-5 p.m.,

Sisson Library. Practice your Span-
ish conversation skills in a group
setting. No minimum skill level
required. A Sisson Library program.

DivorceCare. 6-7:30 p.m., Center-

point Church library, 2750 Cor-

nerstone Drive. DivorceCare is
a program that provides a safe
environment for persons who have
gone through, are going through
or are considering going through a
divorce. You can register online or
join at any class during the 13-week
session. For more information,
call Jim and Holly Shook at (951)
733-1893 or email jshookup@
gmail.com, or the church at (970)
731-2205 or centerpointchurchpa-
gosa@gmail.com. There is no cost
for the program.

Tuesday, Sept. 1

Veterans for Veterans of Archul-

eta County. 9 a.m., Pagosa Bible
Church, 209 Harman Park Drive.
Veterans and family members are
invited to share experiences with
vets of all ages. Find out about the
latest in vets benefits, vets news
and community-focused events.
Contact (970) 880-8387 for more
details.

A Day in the Life of the Ancients

Tour. 9:30 a.m., Chimney Rock
National Monument. A family-
oriented tour along the accessible
Mesa Village Trail to visit an ancient
agricultural village and learn about
daily life 1,000 years ago. Tickets
are $20 for adults and $10 for kids.
For more information and tickets,

visit www.chimneyrockco.org or call
(877) 444-6777.

Coffee and Kiddos Playgroup. 10-11
a.m., Aspire Medical Services and
Education, 602 S. 8th St. For those
with kids ages birth to 3 years old.

Pagosa Springs Stitchers. 10 a.m.-
noon, Community United Methodist
Church, 434 Lewis St. Bring your
current stitching project and a
snack/drink if you wish, and enjoy
the fellowship of other stitchers. All
are welcome.

Stretching and Mobility Class. 10-11
a.m., Senior Center. A stretching
and mobility class for those ages
55 and up.

Great House Tour. 10:30 a.m., Chim-
ney Rock National Monument. This
family-friendly tour goes to the top
of the mesa ridge for a 360-degree
panoramic view of the landscape
and a close-up of the two pinnacles
with stops along the way to learn
about ancient Puebloan structures.
Tickets are $20 for adults and $10
for kids. For more information and
tickets, visit www.chimneyrockco.
org or call (877) 444-6777.

Bridge. 1:15 p.m., Senior Center.

Mahjong. 1:15 p.m., Senior Center.

Chimney Rock Through the Ages
Tour. 5 p.m., Chimney Rock Na-
tional Monument. This tour ex-

H See Calendar on next page

Hearing & Tinnitus Solutions

Experiencing Hearing Loss or Aggravating Noise

Management Options:

Hearing aids can improve

communication, reduce listening effort,
and support cognitive health by keeping

the brain engaged.

Evidence-based treatment approaches can
help reduce the impact tinnitus has on

sleep, concentration, and stress.

in Your Ears?

Risk Factors:

Untreated hearing loss has been associated

quality of life.

970.444.2314

with an increased risk of cognitive decline,
social isolation, depression, and falls.

Addressing hearing loss early helps keep
you connected to conversations, supports
brain health, and promotes long-term

Robert Melton, AuD

Doctor of Audiology

Hearing & Tinnitus Care Specialist
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plores both the natural and cul-
tural history of the area through
geologic time and incorporates the
anthropology and archaeology of
the Puebloan people. Tickets are
$20 for adults and $10 for kids.
For more information and tickets,
visit www.chimneyrockco.org or call
(877) 444-6777.

Wednesday, Sept. 2

A Day in the Life of the Ancients
Tour. 9:30 a.m., Chimney Rock
National Monument. A family-
oriented tour along the accessible
Mesa Village Trail to visit an ancient
agricultural village and learn about
daily life 1,000 years ago. Tickets
are $20 for adults and $10 for kids.
For more information and tickets,
visit www.chimneyrockco.org or call
(877) 444-6777.

Great House Tour. 10:30 a.m., Chim-
ney Rock National Monument. This
family-friendly tour goes to the top
of the mesa ridge for a 360-degree
panoramic view of the landscape
and a close-up of the two pinnacles
with stops along the way to learn
about ancient Puebloan structures.
Tickets are $20 for adults and $10
for kids. For more information and
tickets, visit www.chimneyrockco.
org or call (877) 444-6777.

Bridge. 1:15 p.m., Senior Center.

Mexican Train Dominoes. 1:15p.m.,
Senior Center.

Mindful Drawing. 1:30 p.m., Senior
Center.

Blood Drive. 2-7 p.m., Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints,
1879 Majestic Drive. Please con-
tact local blood drive coordinator
David Hamilton by call or text at
(970) 799-4056 for more informa-
tion or to schedule an appointment.
You may also go directly to vitalant.
org or call (877) 258-4825.

ATour of Two Trails. 5 p.m., Chimney
Rock National Monument. This tour
provides an in-depth discussion
along the Great House Trail about
the connection of Chimney Rock
to the greater Chacoan culture,
the significance of the mesa-top
Great House and the day-to-day
lives of the ancestral inhabitants of
Chimney Rock. Tickets are $20 for
adults and $10 for kids. For more
information and tickets, visit www.
chimneyrockco.org or call (877)
444-6777.

Thursday, Sept. 3

Ruby’s Writers Guild. 9-11 a.m., Sis-
son Library. Ruby’s Writers Guild
welcomes writers who are looking
for opportunities, support and ca-
maraderie with other writers. Mem-
bers provide support, resources
and guidance for each other.

A Day in the Life of the Ancients
Tour. 9:30 a.m., Chimney Rock
National Monument. A family-
oriented tour along the accessible
Mesa Village Trail to visit an ancient

agricultural village and learn about
daily life 1,000 years ago. Tickets
are $20 for adults and $10 for kids.
For more information and tickets,
visit www.chimneyrockco.org or call
(877) 444-6777.

Stretching and Mobility Class. 10-11

a.m., Senior Center. A stretching
and mobility class for those ages
55 and up.

Great House Tour. 10:30 a.m., Chim-

ney Rock National Monument. This
family-friendly tour goes to the top
of the mesa ridge for a 360-degree
panoramic view of the landscape
and a close-up of the two pinnacles
with stops along the way to learn
about ancient Puebloan structures.
Tickets are $20 for adults and $10
for kids. For more information and
tickets, visit www.chimneyrockco.
org or call (877) 444-6777.

Tai Chi. 1:30-2:30 p.m., Yamaguchi

Park. An Archuleta Senior Center
program.

San Juan Stargazers. 6 p.m., Com-

munity United Methodist Church,
434 Lewis St. Social time will begin
at 6 p.m., followed by an educa-
tional presentation at 7 p.m.

Friday, Sept. 4

A Tour of Two Trails. 7:15 a.m.,

Chimney Rock National Monu-
ment. This tour provides an in-
depth discussion along the Great
House Trail about the connection
of Chimney Rock to the greater
Chacoan culture, the significance
of the mesa-top Great House and
the day-to-day lives of the ances-
tral inhabitants of Chimney Rock.
Tickets are $20 for adults and $10
for kids. For more information and
tickets, visit www.chimneyrockco.
org or call (877) 444-6777.

Great House Tour. 10:30 a.m., Chim-

ney Rock National Monument. This
family-friendly tour goes to the top
of the mesa ridge for a 360-degree
panoramic view of the landscape
and a close-up of the two pinnacles
with stops along the way to learn
about ancient Puebloan structures.
Tickets are $20 for adults and $10
for kids. For more information and
tickets, visit www.chimneyrockco.
org or call (877) 444-6777.

Pagosa Springs Varsity Football. 7

p.m., Pagosa Springs High School.
Pagosa Springs High School vs.
St. Pius X.

Saturday, Sept. 5
Chimney Rock Through the Ages

Tour. 8 a.m., Chimney Rock Na-
tional Monument. This tour ex-
plores both the natural and cul-
tural history of the area through
geologic time and incorporates the
anthropology and archaeology of
the Puebloan people. Tickets are
$20 for adults and $10 for kids.
For more information and tickets,
visit www.chimneyrockco.org or call
(877) 444-6777.

GriefShare. 10-11:30 a.m., Center-

point Church, 2750 Cornerstone
Drive. A 13-week program to assist
with the healing process, regard-
less of how long it is since your
loved one passed. Register and
learn more at www.griefshare.org.

Great House Tour. 10:30 a.m., Chim-
ney Rock National Monument. This
family-friendly tour goes to the top
of the mesa ridge for a 360-degree
panoramic view of the landscape
and a close-up of the two pinnacles
with stops along the way to learn
about ancient Puebloan structures.
Tickets are $20 for adults and $10
for kids. For more information and
tickets, visit www.chimneyrockco.
org or call (877) 444-6777.

Pagosa Springs Varsity Boys’
Soccer. 11 a.m., Pagosa Springs
High School. Pagosa Springs High
School vs. Aztec.

Pagosa Springs Varsity Volleyball. 6
p.m., Pagosa Springs High School.
Pagosa Springs High School vs.
Centauri.

Pagosa Valor Academy’s Bolos and
Boots. 5:30-9 p.m., CSU Extension
building, 344 U.S. 84. The evening
will include dancing to Silverado,
barbecue and a silent auction.
Tickets are $50. Individual tickets
and full tables can be purchased at
https://givebutter/com/c/bolos-and-
boots or at Higher Altitude Pagosa.

Sunday, Sept. 6

Great House Tour. 10:30 a.m., Chim-
ney Rock National Monument. This
family-friendly tour goes to the top
of the mesa ridge for a 360-degree
panoramic view of the landscape
and a close-up of the two pinnacles
with stops along the way to learn
about ancient Puebloan structures.
Tickets are $20 for adults and $10
for kids. For more information and
tickets, visit www.chimneyrockco.
org or call (877) 444-6777.

Monday, Sept. 7

Sunrise at Chimney Rock. 6:15a.m.,
Chimney Rock National Monument.
This program offers a unique two-
hour tour of the archaeological sites
with a special emphasis on the view
of the sun rising atop the mesa.
Tickets are $20 for adults and $10
for kids. For more information and
tickets, visit www.chimneyrockco.
org or call (877) 444-6777.

Great House Tour. 10:30 a.m.,
Chimney Rock National Monu-
ment. This family-friendly tour
goes to the top of the mesa ridge
for a 360-degree panoramic view
of the landscape and a close-up of
the two pinnacles with stops along
the way to learn about ancient
Puebloan structures. Tickets are
$20 for adults and $10 for kids.
For more information and tickets,
visit www.chimneyrockco.org or
call (877) 444-6777.

DivorceCare. 6-7:30 p.m., Center-
point Church library, 2750 Cor-

H See Calendar on next page

'New Lunch |
. —MENU — /

TRY SOME OF OUR DELICIOUS
7\ Cat lw o Take Oub

Prime Steaks
Seafood . Pastas  Subs UL e
Wraps & Salads Call Today to Reserve
Full Bar & Extensive Wine List Our Private Gondola
Homemade Key Lime Pie 970.398.2409

2151 Eagle Drive | cityhallcafe.co | 970.398.2409

Leaves will be fallin’, projects callin’,
Fall into savings, rent today,

Quality equipment, ready your way!
Telehandlers, tools galore,

Whatever you need—we’ve got more!

See our full line
of equipment on
pinevalleyrental.com

391 Bastille Drive
(970) 731-4410
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nerstone Drive. DivorceCare is
a program that provides a safe
environment for persons who have
gone through, are going through
or are considering going through a
divorce. You can register online or
join at any class during the 13-week
session. For more information,
call Jim and Holly Shook at (951)
733-1893 or email jshookup@
gmail.com, or the church at (970)
731-2205 or centerpointchurchpa-
gosa@gmail.com. There is no cost

Veterans and family members are
invited to share experiences with
vets of all ages. Find out about the
latest in vets benefits, vets news
and community-focused events.
Contact (970) 880-8387 for more
details.

Pagosa Springs Stitchers. 10 a.m.-

noon, Community United Methodist
Church, 434 Lewis St. Bring your
current stitching project and a
snack/drink if you wish, and enjoy
the fellowship of other stitchers. All
are welcome.

plores both the natural and cul-
tural history of the area through
geologic time and incorporates the
anthropology and archaeology of
the Puebloan people. Tickets are
$20 for adults and $10 for kids.
For more information and tickets,
visit www.chimneyrockco.org or call
(877) 444-6777.

Pagosa Springs Varsity Volleyball. 6

p.m., Pagosa Springs High School.
Pagosa Springs High School vs.
Montezuma-Cortez.

“shouldn’t feel
like an oven...

e
Now servicing systems with R1234yf refrigerant!

10% Off an A/C Recharge

Make sure your air conditioning is running right for

\
N\
Y W

refreshing relief from heat, dust, and pollen! Plus, well
include our 30 Point Safety Inspection for FREE.

Wednesday, Sept. 9
A Day in the Life of the Ancients

Stretching and Mobility Class. 10-11
a.m., Senior Center. A stretching

Excludes system repairs. Offer Ends 8/31/2026

for the program.

Tuesday, Sept. 8

A Day in the Life of the Ancients 55 and up. National Monument. A family- I IO(y Oﬁ A |
Tour. 9:30 a.m., Chimney Rock Great House Tour. 10:30 a.m., Chim- oriented tour along the accessible 0 IIY
National Monument. A family- ney Rock National Monument. This Mesa Village Trail to visit an ancient I o o I
oriented tour along the accessible family-friendly tour goes to the top agricultural village and learn about Fllll Sel' V1C€Ce Oll Change
Mesa Village Trail to visit an ancient of the mesa ridge for a 360-degree daily life 1,000 years ago. Tickets And prepare your car to run its best this summer with its I
agricultural village and learn about panoramic view of the landscape are $20 for adults and $10 for kids. scheduled maintenance and we'll do a 30 Point Safety Inspection
daily life 1,000 years ago. Tickets and a close-up of the two pinnacles For more information and tickets, for FREE to make sure you're ready for the summer’s heat.
are $20 for adults and $10 for kids. with stops along the way to learn  visit www.chimneyrockco.org or call | Offer Ends 8/31/2026 l

— — — — — — — — — — —

For more information and tickets,
visit www.chimneyrockco.org or call
(877) 444-6777.

Coffee and Kiddos Playgroup. 10-11

a.m., Aspire Medical Services and

and mobility class for those ages

about ancient Puebloan structures.
Tickets are $20 for adults and $10
for kids. For more information and
tickets, visit www.chimneyrockco.
org or call (877) 444-6777.

Tour. 9:30 a.m., Chimney Rock

(877) 444-6777.

Health Archuleta Gardening Edu-

cation Session. 9:30-11 a.m.,
PLPOA Vista Community Produc-
tion Garden. For more information

Shop supplies and tax not included. See the friendly pros at Piedra Automotive for details.
Cannot be combined with other coupons. Bring in or mention this ad for these limited time offers. Offers End 8/31/2026

Piedra HAutomotive

Bridge. 1:15 p.m., Senior Center.

Mahjong. 1:15 p.m., Senior Center.

Chimney Rock Through the Ages
Tour. 5 p.m., Chimney Rock Na-
tional Monument. This tour ex-

and to register, visit www.food-
coalition4archuleta.org or email
fsfearchuleta@gmail.com.
Great House Tour. 10:30 a.m., Chim-
H See Calendar on page 15

Education, 602 S. 8th St. For those
with kids ages birth to 3 years old.
Veterans for Veterans of Archuleta
County. 10 a.m., Pagosa Bible
Church, 209 Harman Park Drive.

(970)731-3335

505 Piedra Rd.
Open 8-6 Mon. - Thur.

TOWING &
EMERGENCY
ROADSIDE

Hour AsSISTANCE
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On Sept. 15, the Pagosa Springs Community Choir will begin rehearsals for its annual Christmas concerts. Registration for this year’s Community Choir will begin at 6 p.m. on Sept.
15, with all those who enjoy singing invited to attend.

Pagosa Springs Community Choir’s Christmas concert rehearsals will begin Sept. 15

By Heidi Tanner
Pagosa Springs Community Choir

The Pagosa Springs Community
Choir will begin rehearsals for our
2026 Christmas concerts on Sept. 15.

Rehearsals are held in the music
room at Pagosa Springs High School
weekly on Tuesdays from 7 to 8:30
p.m.

The Community Choir has been
operating for more than 20 years,
and the group’s Christmas concerts
are beloved by the community and
are a landmark of Pagosa Springs
Christmas festivities.

This year’s three concerts will be
onDec. 11 and Dec. 12 at7 p.m., and
on Dec. 13 at4 p.m.

If you enjoy singing, please join
us. It is helpful, but not necessary, to
read music to participate in the choir.
Our music director, Dan Burch, is a
wonderful vocal coach and we pro-
vide learning tracks which you can
use to practice athome. Venita Burch,
our accomplished accompanist, also
assists us in learning our parts, and
we have plenty of rehearsals to help
us prepare.

Rehearsals are fun and challeng-
ing leading up to our series of three
concerts, which are rewarding to
present to the community.

Registration for this year’s Com-
munity Choir will begin at 6 p.m. on
Sept. 15.

There is a registration fee of $20,
which is used for the purchase of new
music and the operating expenses of
the choir. Additionally, there are rea-
sonable fees charged for our concert
attire, which is available for purchase
from the choir. We anticipate this
year’s fees for concert attire to be
under $50 for both men and women.
If financial assistance is needed for
registration and concert attire fees,
the organization will assist.

Lastly, Archuleta School District
students can participate free of
charge. Registration and wardrobe
fees are payable with cash or check.

Our theme for the 2026 season is
“Gloria,” and Dan Burch has chosen
some wonderful music for us to sing.

Look forward to singing Christ-
mas favorites such as “Go, Tell It on
the Mountain,” “Winter Wonder-
land” and “Hark! The Herald Angels
Sing” along with some lesser-known
Christmas pieces such as “Candle-

Your source
for community
Nnews.

The Pagosa Springs SUN
970-264-2100

light Carol” and “Fum, Fum Fantasia.’

To get a taste of what you can ex-
pectwhen joining the Pagosa Springs
Community Choir, check out our

website at singpagosa.org.

We look forward to welcoming
you at registration on Sept. 15 start-
ing at 6 p.m. in the music room of

Pagosa Springs High School. Our first
rehearsal of the 2026 concert season
will begin at 7 p.m. sharp. We would
love to see you there.
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This week’s Bird of the Week, compliments of the Weminuche Audubon
Society and Audubon Rockies, is the Bullock’s oriole.

These excellent weavers are known for constructing the hanging nests
you may have seen in trees along the Riverwalk or along the trail near
the river at Yamaguchi South. Although typically the female does most
of the work, both members of a pair assist in nest building, with one
working on the inside and the other outside. It may take up to 15 days
to create a gourd-shaped nest from 4 to 15 inches deep that is woven
using hair, grasses, twine and wool.

Cottonwoods in riparian woodlands are a favorite tree for nest place-
ment. To discourage predation by tree-climbing animals, Bullock’s orioles
suspend the nest from the tips of flexible branches high in the tree. The
nest is firmly attached to branches in three spots, around the rim and
at both sides.

Most of these neotropical migrants arrive in late spring from western
Mexico or farther south to nest in western states, but some travel as far
as southern Canada and others only to northern Mexico. With brilliant
orange coloring, male Bullock’s orioles show up with a tropical look.
Black on the crown, around the eyes, on the neck, back and wings, and
a white wing patch provide a striking contrast. Females and immature
birds are a duller yellow color and have grayish wings and backs.

These acrobatic orioles eat insects and other arthropods, which they
glean from the leaves, branches and trunks of shrubs and trees. Caterpil-
lars are a favorite meal, and they also visit some flowers for nectar. They
use their pointed bills to poke through the skin of fruits. Once inside,
strong musculature allows them to pry open the closed bill and create a
space to lap up the juice with a brushy tongue. Bullock’s orioles may be
the largest birds to visit your hummingbird feeders, where they happily
lap up sugar water.

Discarded fishing line may look like good nest building material to
these birds, and nests have been found with dangerous hooks hanging
from them. This is another reminder of the perils to birds caused by
careless practices.

For information on events, visit www.weminucheaudubon.org and
www.facebook.com/weminucheaudubon/.

H continued from page 13

ney Rock National Monument. This
family-friendly tour goes to the top
of the mesa ridge for a 360-degree
panoramic view of the landscape
and a close-up of the two pinnacles
with stops along the way to learn
about ancient Puebloan structures.
Tickets are $20 for adults and $10
for kids. For more information and
tickets, visit www.chimneyrockco.
org or call (877) 444-6777.

Archuleta County Republican Wom-
en. Noon-1 p.m., Boss Hogg'’s Res-
taurant. Perry Schjolin will speak on
“27 Reasons Why the Declaration
of Independence Was Needed.”

Bridge. 1:15 p.m., Senior Center.

Mexican Train Dominoes. 1:15p.m.,
Senior Center.

Mindful Drawing. 1:30 p.m., Senior
Center.

A Tour of Two Trails. 5 p.m., Chimney
Rock National Monument. This tour
provides an in-depth discussion
along the Great House Trail about
the connection of Chimney Rock
to the greater Chacoan culture, the
significance of the mesa-top Great
House and the day-to-day lives of
the ancestral inhabitants of Chimney
Rock. Tickets are $20 for adults and
$10 for kids. For more information
and tickets, visit www.chimney-
rockco.org or call (877) 444-6777.

Order of the Eastern Star Peace and
Harmony Chapter #158. 7 p.m.,
Masonic Lodge, 277 Lewis St. Call
Donna at (970) 946-8201 for more
information.

[ A
Cuts < (olors « Curls
HEADLINES BY CARMEN

(970) 264-2548
\ 358 S.10TH 4

Seeking Nanny

or Governess Position

Retired Teacher

Special Ed + Regular Ed
Kind, Very protective
BA Child Psychology

+ BS Elementary Ed
All Ages
Ranch sitting avail.

970-559-0553

Informative.

The Pagosa Springs SUN

264-2100

= Dr-Leo Milner, Chiropractic 970-731-9902

e e e e e |

End of Summer Special

. 100FF *50FF ,

for new patients

EXPIRES SEPTEMBER 30, 2026

L e e e e e e e . . R |

WATERCOLOR CLASS

BEGINNER TO INTERMEDIATE LEVELS

Every Monday,
1:30 to 4:00
at the Studios of
Pagosa with
Teresa Herndon

970-585-6461
918-520-1968
or
thestudiospagosa.org

Thank you for reading

The Pagosa Springs SUN
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Party to celebrate end

The Weekly Crossword by Margie E. Burke
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You've earned it, Pagosa. Now,
let’s celebrate. 17 Glfllf V.LP. 28 129 (30

Our end-of-summer celebration 18 Slideshow
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To get started, download the
Hoopla app and register as a Ruby
Sisson patron with your library card
number.

If you are already a Hoopla user
with another library, you can add the
Ruby Sisson collection by choosing
“settings” on the bottom app menu,
then “Library Settings.”

Ifyouneed alittle extra help, stop

Free in-person slots are available
from 2 to 4 p.m. on Thursdays. Taylor
helps with basic questions relating to
computers, smartphones and tablets,
and also provides assistance in ac-
cessing the library’s online resources.
No appointment is needed, but
please bring your device’s charger
and passwords with you.

H See Library on next page
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What is aging in place?

By Ricardo Martinez
PREVIEW Columnist

Aging in place means remaining
in your own home and community
safely and independently as you grow
older.

Successfully doing so requires
planning before help is urgently
needed.

Start by making your home safer
and easier to navigate by removing
tripping hazards, improving lighting,
installing grab bars where needed
and making frequently used items
easier to reach. Maintaining good
health through regular medical care,
nutritious meals, physical activ-
ity and social connections can also
help seniors remain independent
and active.

Library

H continued from previous page
New books collections
brimming with
interesting titles

For a full list of new titles and to
reserve your copy, go to www.pa-
gosalibrary.org and choose “Search
the Catalog” at the top of the screen.

Don't forget, if there is a waiting
list for the book, it may be available
now as an e-book or e-audiobook on
Hoopla or Libby.

During our transition period,
most books are in storage, but the
new books are available to browse,
and you can reserve any title in the
catalog and have them brought in
from other libraries. All the children’s
collection is available in our bright,
new, shiny children’s room.

Need help? Just ask. We love talk-
ing about books.

New in large print

¢ “The Women in White,” from fic-
tion writer Sarah Pekkanen, tells the
story of four university students who
disappear after a parapsychology
experimentin 1964 and the caretaker
who uncovers the mystery of their
disappearance decades later.

o “That Night” by Gillian McAl-
lister is an electrifying thriller about
three siblings torn apart by the cover-
up of a death while on a family vaca-
tion in Italy.

o Suspense writer Jeffery Deaver
returns with “Deceptions,” a short
story collection featuring Colter Shaw
and Lincoln Rhyme.

New fiction

o Writer Chris Bohjalian is back
with “The Amateur” When a young
golf prodigy causes a freak accident at
an upscale Westchester country club,
the community slowly turns against
her as her secret life is revealed.

e James Ellroy is back with “Red
Sheet,” a “subversive work of fiction”
set in October 1962 as the Cuban
Missile Crisis has just concluded. The

Just as important is building a
strong support system.

Family, friends, neighbors, se-
nior centers, meal programs, trans-
portation services and other com-
munity resources can provide help
with everyday tasks while reducing
isolation. Aging in place does not
mean doing everything alone; it
means knowing when to ask for
help and planning for changing
needs.

LAPD has been assigned to investi-
gate ared probe under the leadership
of a stone-cold criminal investigating
officer surrounded by a cast of crazed
characters.

« Stacy Abrams returns with a new
thriller, “Coded Justice,” the first book
in the Avery Keene series, involving a
tech company aiming to revolution-
ize the health industry while battling
for control over runaway artificial
intelligence in the process.

New cookbooks

¢ “From Italy with Amore: Sea-
sonal Italian Recipes for Those You
Love” provides recipes for each of
the four seasons along with advice
for creating the perfect Italian dining
experience.

« “We Use What We Have: 101 Easy
Weeknight Meals” from TikTok star
Alex MacLaren helps you balance
your budget and schedule to deliver
healthy, satisfying meals.

o “Coffee Shop at Home: The Ulti-
mate Guide to Making Your Favorite
Coffee Drinks” helps you break the
expensive coffee shop habit by per-
fecting your at-home creations.

« “Small-Batch Breads: 50 Recipes
for Loaves, Buns, and Flatbreads
Made with 1 Cup of Flour” Learn how
to create small delicacies from classic
small loaves to garlic knots, bagels
and flatbreads.

New travel Journey series
from Lonely Planet

Popular travel guide publisher
Lonely Planet delivers precise, useful
guides to popular pilgrimages, with
historical overviews, step-by-step
planning and advice from locals on
what to bring, where to stay and what
you'll see in their new Journey series.

New to our collection this month:

o “Lonely Planet Journey Camino
de Santiago, Camino Frances.”

« “Lonely Planet Journey Iceland’s
Ring Road”

¢ “Lonely Planet Journey Inca
Trail”

By preparing ahead, staying con-
nected and taking advantage of
available community services, older
adults can continue to enjoy the
comfort, independence and familiar
surroundings of home for as long as
it is safe and practical.

H See Senior on page 19

Dr. Justin Nylund and staff

The team of Black Diamond Dental
is excited to serve our Community.

N
new  Cleaning exam, x rays, & whitening $ 1 9 9
*Excludes scaling and root planning periodontal disease,
Boost whitening trays. Expires September 1, 2026

I
1
E PATIENT
i SPECIAL
|

All new patients who
come into the office
have the choice of
free whitening trays
or a donation to one of
the following:

Aspen House
Habitat for Humanity
Pagosa Valor Academy

Our Savior Lutheran
School

Wolf Creek Ski Team
Humane Society
Pagosa Veterans

66

Quick, affordable, not trying to upsell you on unnecessary procedures. Very clean,
modern, and professional.

-Morganne

I was referred to Black Diamond Dental by a retired dentist. This clinic has
the best doctor and kindest assistants you'd ever hope to meet. | had an
emergency toothache and Dr.Nylund was able to fit me in and get right to my

issue. Do not hesitate to use this wonderful clinicllll
- Christy

Dr. Nylund's group that helped me through a tough time with an infected tooth
comes highly recommended. The staff was stellar in accommodating me in a
difficult time. I would be pleased to allow the doctor to work his expertise in my

mouth. A great addition to help us here in Pagosa

- Lauren

2363 Eagle Dr Unit A, Pagosa Springs, CO 81147

970-398-2398

www.blackdiamonddds.com
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Holiday closure

Archuleta Seniors Inc. (ASI) will
be closed Monday, Sept. 7, for Labor
Day. There will be no dining services
or activities that day.

Senior Conversations

The very popular Senior Conver-
sations with local Bill Salmansohn
takes place on Mondays from 1:15 to
2:15 p.m. at the Senior Center.

Due to the Labor Day holiday, the
group will not meet Monday, Sept. 7.
Instead, the meeting will be held on
Thursday, Sept. 10, at 1:15 p.m.

Salmansohn brings to the conver-
sations a variety of topics designed to
stimulate discussions within a safe
and comfortable environment as we
explore our well-being and shared
experiences.

This is a unique opportunity to
connect with others in the Archuleta
community, fostering sharing and
friendships.

Snacks will be provided.

Afterward, hosted by Robin Wil-
liams, stay for a get-together created
for those who wish to continue the
conversation. This opportunity is
typically from 2:30 to 3:30 p.m., fol-
lowing Senior Conversations. The
group occasionally reconvenes as an
informal gathering at various local
restaurants.

Stretching and mobility
classes

Community members are invited
to attend free weekly classes every
Tuesday and Thursday from 10 to 11
a.m. at the Senior Center at 451 Hot
Springs Blvd., in the back of the Ross
Aragon Community Center.

The stretching and mobility class-
es for adults age 55 or better are
designed to help build balance in the
body through functional exercises
that aim to improve mobility and
flexibility.

Participants will have the oppor-
tunity to enjoy a variety of techniques
that can help enhance overall move-
ment efficiency.

Though not necessary, a mat is
recommended for this class.

The program is instructed by local
ballet dance instructor Dee Pitchon,
who will provide modifications to
ensure the safety and effectiveness
of the exercises.

American mahjong

American mahjong is played us-
ing a set of tiles and the current year
score card. Play includes groups of
three or four players and follows a
pattern of division exchange and
display of tiles.

Bring your card and come to play
or watch and learn from 1:15 to 3:45
p.m. Tuesdays at the Senior Center.

Bridge

The game of bridge is held on
Tuesdays and Wednesdays at 1:15
p-m.

Bridge is a four-player card game

with partners sitting opposite each
other around a table. It is a trick-
taking card game using a standard
52-card deck. Come alone or bring
a partner.

Hand and foot card game

Whether you are new to hand and
foot or interested in learning, please
join us most Tuesdays at 1:15 p.m. at
the Senior Center.

This card game involves four
rounds of play, with the final round
reached sometime between two and
three hours later. Plan to stay and
meet some new friends or catch up
with those you have missed.

No experience is necessary, so
come willing to learn.

Emotional freedom

On the second Thursday of the
month from 1:30 to 2:30 p.m., join the
“Tappers,” who practice a self-regu-
lation technique to relieve symptoms
of anxiety, depression, insomnia and
more.

Everything you need to get started
is included in this fun, engaging,
supportive class taught by Judith
Newman, LPC.

Mindful drawing

Mindful drawing is an easy-to-
learn, relaxing and fun way to cre-
ate beautiful images by drawing
structured patterns. Join our friendly
instructor, Roberta Strickland.

Classes are every Wednesday from
1:30 to 3 p.m. in the Senior Center.

This activity is open to all ages.
Help us create an intergenerational
community. For those under 18 and/
or with disabilities, you are welcome
to join us, but we kindly ask you to
please bring an adult chaperone
with you.

Mexican train dominoes

Mexican train dominoes meets
on Wednesdays at 1:15 p.m. at the
Senior Center.

Tai chi

Tai chi classes are held at Yama-
guchi Park through September, from
1:30 to 2:30 p.m. on Thursdays.

Tai chi is not a martial art, but
rather a tool for self-healing. Soft-
ness, flow and effortlessness are the
guiding principles in this meditative
practice. The 19 movements and
one pose are designed to stimulate,
circulate and balance the vital energy
that is inherent in all of us.

Bingo

Join us for bingo on Sept. 18 at
1:30 p.m.

Participation is free, and all we ask
is you bring yourself and a friend for
an hour of joyful fellowship. We will
provide prizes for all winners, and
snacks will also be provided.

No RSVPisrequired; just show up.

All ages are welcome, but we ask
those 18 and younger to come with
an adult chaperone. Seats are first
come, first served.

Scrapbooking and

crafters club

The Pagosa Springs Scrapbooking
and Crafters Club continues to hold
monthly meetings the second Satur-
day of each month from 10 a.m. to 3
p.m. at the Community Center, 451
Hot Springs Blvd., within the dining
hall in the Senior Center.

This creative tradition has been
happening since 2005, and we invite
all creative individuals to come and
share ideas, connect with new and
old friends, learn/share creative tech-
niques, share supplies and indulge
in a potluck lunch together. Bring
your scrapbooking projects — or any
crafting project that you may want to
work on with the group.

Help us create an intergenera-
tional community. Those ages 18
and older are welcome. For those
youth age 17 and younger, we kindly
request an adult chaperone accom-
pany them.

H See Senior on next page

MULCH

SOLD IN BULK
Landscape & Sawdust Mulch

e garden soll I
amendment

e top-dress grass seed 0
o flower bedding I

e sawdust mulch |
excellent for horse
stalls

Delivered To You

970-759-9317 :

Early Deadlines

for the issue of Sept. 10

Display Advertising: Noon, Friday, Sept. 4

Legal Advertising, Articles and Letters:
Noon, Thursday, Sept. 3

Classified Advertising: Tuesday, Sept. 8, 10 a.m.

Call your ad rep today
to place your advertisement!

970-264-2100

The Pagosa Springs SUN will be closed
Monday, Sept. 7, in observance of Labor Day

The Pagosa Springs SUN
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If you would like to be added to
the mailing list, please send your re-
quest to copenhavercreative@gmail.
com and you will receive a notifica-
tion each month of the upcoming
meeting, along with handy tips and
tricks for scrapbooking and more.

Share lunch Monday
through Friday

Join local elders, their friends,
family and community at the Com-
munity Cafe, also known as the Silver
Fox’s Den, in person for delicious
meals Mondays through Fridays at
the Community Center between 11
a.m. and 1 p.m. Grab ‘N’ Go pickup
via our convenient portico is also
available all week.

To reserve your meal for the day,
please make your reservation via
text or phone call to (970) 264-2167
by 8:45 a.m. weekdays. Please say
whether it is dine-in or Grab ‘N’ Go.

Our dining hall is open to all ages
and welcomes you all with kindness
and warmth. We provide hot/cold
meals for anyone in the community
interested in a nutritious and deli-
cious meal. For those 60 or older we
request a suggested donation of $6,
butno one will be turned away. There
is a $10.50 charge for guests under
the age of 60.

Meals include a main course, side
dish, fruit/dessert, garden salad plus
beverage.

Community Cafe menu

Call or text (970) 264-2167 before
8:45 a.m. Please note that occasion-
ally the menu must be changed on
short notice.

Thursday, Aug. 27 — Sliced ham
with apricot glaze, scalloped pota-
toes, carrots, garden salad, fruit and
milk.

Friday, Aug. 28 — Cod withlemon
butter, rice pilaf, broccoli, garden
salad, fruit and milk.

Monday, Aug. 31 — Honey garlic
chicken, snow peas and mushrooms,
fried rice, garden salad, fruit, and
milk.

Tuesday, Sept. 1— Southern
shrimp and grits, zucchini sauté,
garden salad, fruit, and milk.

Wednesday, Sept. 2 — Beef spa-
ghetti, broccoli, garlic bread, garden
salad, fruit and milk.

Thursday, Sept. 3 — Grilled tur-
key, Swiss and tomato sandwich on
sourdough; vegetable chips; garden
salad; fruit; mini Danish; and milk.

Friday, Sept. 4 — Sliced ham with
cherry sauce, scalloped potatoes,
garden salad, fruit and milk.

Meals on Wheels

We deliver fresh Meals on Wheels
five days a week (and provide frozen
Meals on Wheels for weekends) to
homebound Archuleta County resi-
dents. The meals are delivered by our
wonderful volunteers. Call or text us
at (970) 264-2167 for how to sign up
for the program.

Text reservations

Don’t forget that we offer a con-
venient texting service for you to
communicate with us. Text us at
(970) 264-2167. When texting, please
include your name, phone number
and the days you want a meal. If you
are canceling a reservation, please
include your name, phone number
and the days you want to cancel.

Mountain Express
Transit senior paratransit
services

Seniors over the age of 60 can be
verified to receive services through
discounted paratransit services, free
bus rides and pick up at your home
to bring you to the Senior Center for
lunch. To become eligible, there is a
form to complete.

Older adults needing a ride to
a local food pantry can contact the
Mountain Express Transit (MET) to
schedule a ride with its paratransit
service.

Call the Archuleta County MET at
(970) 264-2250 for information.

Medicare assistance by

appointment

For anyone who needs help en-
rolling and navigating Medicare
plans, the San Juan Basin Area Agen-
cyon Aging helps with parts A, B and
D. They can also help you with fraud
concerns and troubleshooting any
billing issues you may be having. By
appointment only. Please call the
Medicare line at (970) 403-6759 for
an appointment and where to meet.

Board vacancies

The ASI Board of Directors has
positions open. Terms are three
years with an option to renew for an
additional term.

Potential candidates should be
at least 21 years of age or older and
must have a passion for adult and
aging services.

Please stop by our offices at 451
Hot Springs Blvd. to pick up an ap-
plication or call (970) 264-2167 for
more information.

Support the Senior

Center

Starting in 2026, small donations
can be deducted without itemizing
your tax return. It is the Permanent
Universal Charitable Deduction.

Here’s what this means: For tax
years beginning after Dec. 31, 2025,
those who do notitemize can deduct
up to $1,000 for individual tax filing
and $2,000 for married couples filing
jointly.

The goal of this provision is to
recognize and encourage charitable
giving across all income levels, po-
tentially boosting donations from
middle-income households who
may not itemize their deductions.

Trustworthy.

The Pagosa Springs SUN
264-2100

RENT A CAR
PAGOSA AUTO RENTS s
e Local PEZlgy

* Nights and Weekends
° Dellvery Available! Visit pagosaautorents.com

Oy0)585-918l1

This change has the potential to sig-
nificantly impact charitable giving
patterns by incentivizing a broader
base of donors.

You may mail your donation to
AS]I, P.O. Box 3444, Pagosa Springs, CO
81147, or please visit our website: www.
psseniors.org/ (donation button).

Donation checks can be written
to: Archuleta Seniors Inc.

We built our business
on Excellence &
Customer Service

Give us a call and experience the difference!

970-582-3225

We are off Piedra & Hwy. 160 next to the bank
9 Solomon Dr, Unit 1

Open Mon-Fri ¢ 8 a.m.-noon and 1-5 p.m.

Local. Knowledgeable.
Dependable & Reliable
Independently Owned and Operated
Best in Customer Service
Proven Safety Record
Over 150 Years Combined Experience

Arrowhead Propane, Inc.
970-582-3225

arrowheadpropaneco.com

Wed love to be your propane supplier!
Come, see us today.
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The three little pigs build a
house: Wind loads explained

By James R. Van Liere
Special to The PREVIEW

As a structural engineer, I have
had to serve many different types of
clients over the years. With so much
wind recently, Iwasreminded of one
of the most unusual clients that Thad
ever had asyoung engineer was three
little pigs.

Of course, I asked them, why
did you come to me? I don’t build
houses. Well, they said, the Big Bad
Wolf threatened to “huff and puff
and blow their houses down, and
eat them” We also heard that if we
wanted a good, strong house, we
should hire a structural engineer.

Of course, I asked them what
they had in mind. Immediately, Tom
piped up and said he had a friend
who built his house out of straw.

“How did it go?” I asked.

“He’s no longer with us,” Tom
answered.

Dick said he also had a friend who
built his house out of sticks and he
also is no longer with us.

Finally, Harry chimed in and said
his friend used bricks, and he is still
with us.

After much discussion, the three
little pigs decided that they felt a
timber or brick house would work
for them and they would like to build
it in the forest next to a lake. Being
inquisitive little rascals, they asked
what the next step was to design
theirlittle house to resist the wolfand
other wind storms that frequented
the area. First of all, they had to agree
to pay me for my services, which they
agreed to do.

“Now that you have selected a
basic location for your little house
somewhere in Archuleta County, we
have to break out the building code
to select the parameters that we will
need to determine the appropriate
factors that we will need to calculate
the wind load on your house,” I told
them.

“Building code, what is that?”
asked Tom. “My friends up in Aspen
Springs never mentioned a building
code when I talked to them.”

Well, I told them, a building code
is basically a set of rules and regula-
tions adopted by local governing
entities from various agencies to en-
sure that your house is safe to live in.
In this case, we have to use the 1997
Uniform Building Code.

“Really,” said Tom. “And I suppose
they are going to charge us money.”

“Of course,” I told them, “and that
money goes to pay the building de-
partment’s expenses and salaries for
its staff. Once I finish the design and
drawings of your proposed structure,
your building contractor will submit
my documents to a building depart-
ment that will review everything to
ensure that proposed design com-
plies with the current building code

The Writers’

Circle

After much
discussion, the three
little pigs decided
that they felt a timber
or brick house would
work for them and
they would like to
build it in the forest
next to a lake.

in use at the time.”

“So, if that’s the case, who comes
up and says what the code is?” asked
Dick.

Basically, building codes come
from various research agencies
and universities. As an example,
the American Institute of Timber
Construction (AITC), the American
Forest and Paper Association, and
the American Wood Council all do
research in timber construction.

Of course, the main one is the
American Society for Testing Materi-
als (ASTM). It researches all kinds of
materials. And, universities and col-
leges receive government grants to
doresearch by professors well known
in their field of study. For professors,
it is well known that it is “publish or
perish.” (Note, the Uniform Building
Code is no longer used; it has been
replaced with the International
Building Code.)

So, based on all of this research,
building codes can be established
such that designers and engineers
have at their disposal the information
needed to ensure that their designs
are based on factual, known data.

As far as wind loads are con-
cerned, there are several factors
that must be considered. These are
exposure, shape, height, wind speed,
and I sometimes include elevation.

Exposure deals primarily with
where the structure is to be located
— on the sea shore, in a forest, or in
a city or town. Because you guys are
locating your house in a forest, the
factor for Exposure B is to be used in
calculating the wind stagnation pres-
sure. Because the overall heightisless
than 30 feet, we will use what s called
the Normal Force Method. The shape
of your house is basically a box with
flat surfaces versus a round structure,

such as water tank. From a map in
the code book, we find that the basic
design wind speed for the Pagosa
Springs area is 90 miles per hour. And,
lastly, we must assign an importance
factor, which in your case, is one.

“Hey, wait a minute” said Tom.
“Can’t we make our house more
H See Circle on next page

HUD
Publisher's Notice

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

All real estate advertising in this newspaper is sub-
ject to the Fair Housing act which makes it illegal to
advertise "any preference limitation or discrimination
based on race, color, religion, sex, handicap, famil-
ial status, or national origin, or an intention, to make
such preference, limitation or discrimination." Famil-
ial status includes children under the age of 18 living
with parents or legal custodians, pregnant women
and people securing custody of children under 18.

This newspaper will not knowingly accept any ad-
vertising for real estate which is in violation of the
law. Our readers are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised in this newspaper are available on
an equal opportunity basis. To complain of discrimi-
nation call HUD toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. The toll-
free number for the hearing impaired is 1-800-927-
9275.

Fun By The
Numbers

Like puzzles?

Then you'll love
sudoku. This
mind-bending
puzzle will have

you hooked from
the moment you
square off, so

sharpen your
pencil and put
your sudoku
savvy to the test!

Here’s How It Works:

Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine
3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each
row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row,
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will
appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!
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H continued from previous page

important?”

“You can if you want to pay more
money for it I told him.

If we were designing a hospital,
we would increase the stagnation
pressure by 15 percent, in essence,
increasing the factor of safety, which
increases the cost. Although not
in the code, I sometimes decrease
the stagnation pressure based on
elevation because the air density
decreases with elevation.

Now it’s time to get down to brass
tacks or, in this case, the mathematics.

Starting with the wind speed, a
formula has been developed for the
stagnation pressure at sea level. This
formula is Ps=0.00256V2, where V is
wind speed in miles per hour. So at
sea level with a 100 mph wind, the
stagnation pressure is 0.00256 x 100
x 100 = 25.6 pounds per square foot
(psf). For Archuleta County, a wind
speed of 90 mph isrequired, hence, Ps
=0.00256 x90x 90 = 20.7 psf. But, let’s
modify the stagnation pressure based
on an elevation of 7,500 feet. Then
Ps=(0.00256-0.000067 x 7,500/1000)
V2 = 16.7 psf. If we go to another
table in the code book, we find that
the height, exposure and gust factors
have been tabulated in to one factor,
namely, 0.62. Thus, the stagnation
pressureisnow 0.62x16.7, or 10.4 psf.

We are not finished yet. Now we
must account for the shape of your
house and the configuration of the
roof.

On the windward side of the
house, the design wind pressure
now becomes 0.8 x10.4 = 8.3 psfand
on the leeward (suction) side of the
house, the wind pressure is now 0.5 x
10.4 =5.2 psf. For the roof with a 6:12
pitch, the wind ward pressure is 0.3
x 10.4 = 3.1 psfand the leeward pres-
sure (suction) is 0.7 x 10.4 = 7.3 psf.

Now, the question is: What is the
total force trying to blow the house
off of its foundation?

For your house that is 8 feet tall at
the eave with a 6:12 roof pitch, 20 feet
wide and 40 feet long, the total wind
force is as follows.

For the wall up to the eave on the
windward side, the force is 8.3 psf x
8.0 feet high x40.0 wide, which equals
2,656 pounds. We then look at the
roof on the windward side and find
that the force is 3.1 psfx 5.0 feet high
x 44.0 feet wide (assuming a 2-foot
overhang on each end) equals 682
pounds. For the wall on the leeward
side, we find the force is 5.2 psfx 8.0
feethigh x40.0 feet wide equals 1,664
pounds. And for the roof on the lee-
ward side the force is 7.3 psfx 5.0 feet
x44.0 feetwide equals 1,606 pounds.

Thus, the total wind force trying
to move the house off of the founda-
tion is 6,608 pounds. But, it should be
pointed out that even though this ap-
pears to be an exact number, good old
Mother Nature can throw us a curve
ball in the form of a microburst, as
discussed below. In that case, it never
hurts to bump up the calculated wind
force slightly, possibly rounding it off

to, say, 7,000 pounds.

So, if you build your house to
withstand a 7,000 pound wind load,
you should be OK.

“Wow,” said Dick, “I bet the big
bad wolf can’t blow that hard.”

Asyou can see, we have only cal-
culated the wind load on your new
house. Of course, to arrive at the final
design of your house, the wind load
must be combined with the dead
load of the structure itself, along with
the snow load. Once the entire load
analyses are completed and com-
bined to find the worst-case loading
condition, the individual members,
such as the bracing, columns and
beams, can be designed.

Now that the little pigs’ curiosity
hasbeenraised to a higherlevel, they
began to wonder about a 200-foot-tall
structure.

The same basic principles are
involved, but to a “higher” degree of
complication. Obviously, the higher
above the earth, the greater the wind
speeds. Inlower structures overturn-
ing is not so much a factor, but in
taller structures the wind force not
only tries to slide the structure off
of its foundation, but just tip it over.

When designing tall structures
in cities, quite often the engineer
will submit his design to a firm that
models the size and shape of the
structure in question and places the
model in a wind tunnel. These firms
quite often have complete models of
major cities so that the wind affect
of the surrounding buildings can be
observed on the proposed building.
All of the models are mounted on a
turntable so the effect of the wind
from all directions can be observed
as the table turns.

Hopefully, what we have talked
about here provides you with an idea
of wind forces and how they affect
buildings. Of course, analyzing wind
loads on structures of different shapes,
such as water towers, drive-in movie
screens, traffic signs, you name it,
involves amore complicated analysis.

Lastly, the Rocky Mountains are
known for what are called micro-
bursts. These are winds of a short
duration and extremely high veloci-
ties, sometimes as high as 250 mph.

Asyou canimagine, ata velocity of
250 mph, the static wind pressure at
7,000 feet would be about 131 psf. It
would take an extremely strong, and
expensive, structure to resist such a
wind load. Thus, it becomes a ques-
tion of risk versus cost — a difficult
decision to make in some cases.

Author’s note: The discussion
above is accurate based on an old,
simple wind code that was in use
for many years. However, the newer
building codes for wind load calcu-
lations are much too complicated
to discuss in a simple article such
as this. It is interesting to note that
under a newer code, the calculated
wind force for this structure is 7,558
pounds versus 6,608 pounds as
calculated by the old code, which is
a 14 percent increase. By rounding

up the old code to 7,000 pounds, the
increase is approximately 8 percent.
Thus, the roundup appears reason-
able.

This column may include both
fiction and nonfiction, and views
expressed do not necessarily represent
those of The SUN. Submissions can be
sent to editor@pagosasun.com.

‘WINDOW COVERINGS

el Cathy Justus W.E.C.P.
d'lSCOunts Window Fashions Ciwtﬁez/ r)7rﬂ551'(111(1/
FREE CORDLESS OPTION on select Graber products

FREE installation with purchase
blinds * shades * verticals * draperies * valances

bedspreads * bed skirts ¢ pillows * cushions * & more

Helping Pagosans and beyond to make
\their house a home since 1986. 264-4462

~\

cancer.

www.ucsf.edu

THREE REASONS SODA
IS SO BAD FOR YOU

Here’s another reason you need to get that
sweet tooth under control: it’s slowly killing
you.

Fructose consumption (table sugar and high
fructose corn syrup as opposed to what
naturally occurs in fruit) is on the rise.

What is interesting to researchers is that this
rise mirrors the rise in chronic degenerative
diseases and accelerated aging as today’s
excerpt explains. Sugar-sweetened soda
consumption might promote disease
independently from its role in obesity,
according to UC San Francisco researchers
who found in a new study that drinking

sugary drinks was associated with cell aging.

The study revealed that telomeres — the protective units of DNA that cap the ends of chromosomes in
cells — were shorter in the white blood cells of survey participants who reported drinking more soda.
The findings were reported online Oct. 16 in the American Journal of Public Health.

The length of telomeres within white blood cells — where it can most easily be measured - has
previously been associated with human lifespan. Short telomeres also have been associated with
the development of chronic diseases of aging, including heart disease, diabetes and some types of

“Regular consumption of sugar-sweetened sodas might influence disease development, not only
by straining the body’s metabolic control of sugars, but also through accelerated cellular aging of
tissues,” said Elissa Epel, PhD, professor of psychiatry at UCSF and senior author of the study.

“This is the first demonstration that soda is associated with telomere shortness,” Epel said. “This
finding held regardless of age, race, income and education level. Telomere shortening starts
long before disease onset. Further, although we only studied adults here, it is possible that soda
consumption is associated with telomere shortening in children, as well.”

Source: “Sugared Soda Consumption, Cell Aging Associated in New Study.” By Jeffrey Norris. https://

Bonus Tip: Visit http://www.AmazingFacts.org for spiritual refreshment every week!
“So, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.” I Corinthians 10:31

A public service from your Adventist friends & neighbors at Pagosa Springs Seventh Day Adventist Church.
Disclaimer: This and all our Nature’s Remedies are for health information purposes only. The Seventh Day Adventist Church is not responsible for results.

40 Oren Road « 970-731-1005

A PROTESTANT DENOMINATION
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Veterans Crisis Line
PAR FOR THE COURSE WO R D E A R C H free, confidential support to veterans in crisis,
as well as their family and friends 24/7/365.
G R Y A WIRTIATFMWSY S 0 S AEUHTZPHR (800) 273-8255
K TWRU RWZTSURTPWTITFTR RNTIDTOD or text 8382355
T VT K UIB S F Z KB WU R WO UNTIKF
AN E AV EAGLETUDOWRIOTCSMOUGOTFDO
L ORHANTDTITCAPZG?ZTIKTPTIUTFR B
C R ENIBETFET CIULSU FEULESAAE
T I W B I FI KN Z OI RS EY IV G P S
W E K DR SV D OB Z NMUONTIUWUMMMEF
N E E S DNNIBUIDWNINUGU OTLURTINUDOE
U HD UI ER SR RAFICWOUPTULURD
S 0 CGE ERUSUDTU CHUVY F L ANIKYY
H P Z D E R CF WTI S G B R I S R B A A = ]
B S Z Z D GNU RURMUBH MWTGLATIDTLC In the CIaSSIerdS
S B B OWIRNT ZEVTAY®PUPYITI A
k c¢ccI EFPDBRTNYKSGRMVNIL Cars * Bikes ® Houses ® Land » Saddles * Hay ® Goats
0 ZzUuUvVve ZBWIULTRNSALVDODOK Horses  Boats ¢ Tools ¢ Furniture * You name it!
0O LI P HBAGTIGNNWUVY F Z DT Z B
H R ZHUPIBEIKYNU HI KT CUZPGTFGIB WP
D R A Z A HY ZTNGIKESUPNMMUN
I TENYPAVBZSRERHWPFZO0OU To place your classified ad, call
Find the words hidden vertically, horizontally, diagonally, and backwards. (970) 264-2100

WORDS

ALBATROSS
BIRDIE
BOGEY
BUNKER
CADDIE
DIMPLE
DIVOT
DRIVER
EAGLE
FAIRWAY
FORE
GREEN
HANDICAP
HAZARD
HOOK
IRON
MULLIGAN
PAR
PUTTER
ROUGH
SLICE
STROKE
TEE
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How to get ready for emergencies the low-cost, no-cost way

American Red Cross of Western Colorado

Major disasters like the Gold Moun-
tain and Ferris fires and flash floods
are happening more often. About

once every two weeks, amajor disaster
happensin the U.S. Add on the smaller
emergencies that happen every day
like home fires or seasonal emergen-
cies like winter storms, and it’s more

Points of light: growth in Christian unity

By Joyce Holdread
Special to The PREVIEW

“The walls you build on earth do
not reach to heaven!” So said Mother
Mary to her listeners in Medjugorje
when they inquired about the myriad
divisions of the Christian faith.

No matter what your opinion may
be about the reported appearances of
Mary around the world, we surely have
to admit this response reveals both the
wisdom characteristic of her Son, and
the open-ended possibility for further
development of unity among all Jesus’
brothers and sisters here on earth.

We're all familiar with both the his-
torical and current denials of Christian
unity: the ugly facts of the Crusades,
the Inquisition and, more recently, the
bloody conflicts between Irish Catho-
lics and Protestants.

Butthe Spirit of God has been weav-
ing the filaments of love for God and
true unityinto the fabric of the Church’s
life down through the centuries.

Atthelast supper, Jesus’ prayer with
his disciples was that they should be
one in the same way that He and his
Father were one, so that the world
might believe He had been sent by
God. Would the Father not be moving
to answer his own Son’s final, impas-
sioned prayer? Would this prayer be
ineffective after all?

One outstanding example of the
Church’s effort for Christian unity
is the work of Taizé, the ecumenical
community started around the outset
of World War ITin a small French village
justoutside German-occupied France.

Roger Schutz-Marsauche, the son
of a Swiss Protestant minister, through-
outa prolonged period of tuberculosis
and extended convalescence, con-
ceived theidea of an ecumenical com-
munityasa “sign of unity in the Church
and in the human family”

Atage 25, he felt God calling him to
minister to desperate refugees fleeing
the war, and also to help Jews escap-
ing impending Nazi imprisonment.
He bought an old, abandoned house
and, through farming, pottery-making
and various activities, began to make
aliving for himself, and also to shelter
refugees.

Gradually, other young men of
varying Christian orientations began
to join him. This eventually led to the
founding of an ecumenical commu-
nity now composed of 80-100 celibate
brothers from around 30 different
countries, all making lifelong commit-
ments tolive out their days as a tangible
sign of unity among Christ’s followers.

The stretching adjustments, dif-
ficult tensions and deep sacrifices
that are integral to such a living situ-
ation has certainly borne fruit: tens of
thousands of visitors, predominately

A Matter

of Faith

young people, have come to Taizé
from all parts of the world searching
for something, or Someone, loving,
yetsolid, around whom they can build
their lives. They participate in the day-
to-daylife of the community — prayer,
meditation, scripture reflection, labor
and fellowship.

The formation of such a Christian
multidenominational community that
has endured since 1940 — 86 years — is
unprecedented in history.

Now we read of Catholic nuns
and priests laboring side by side with
various humanitarian faith groups
worldwide.

Along the U.S.-Mexican border, the
American Bible Society and Catholic
nuns work together to heal the shat-
tered lives of victims of sex trafficking.
These examples, and many others,
are the results of the Spirit’s drawing
together the strands of interfaith dia-
log and Christian cooperation for the
broader good promoted by the Second
Vatican Counsel and various Protes-
tant groups, especially throughout the
last half century.

Closer to home, in 2003, three
church communities initiated the for-
mation of the Pagosa Outreach Com-
munity to offer a onetime hand-up
for local people; they assist with rent,
mortgages, car repairs, utilities, etc. to
enable those in financial crisis not to
drop even further into fiscal ruin. And,
more recently, another ecumenical
group, Friends and Neighborsin Need,
was formed to help the working poor,
local families, even visitors with basic
needs: food, gasoline, lodging, etc.

Inthe end, one of the most poignant
demonstrations of Christian unity
was in the WWII martyrdom of Diet-
rich Bonhoffer, a Lutheran pastor, and
Maximilian Kolbe, a Catholic priest.
Each gave his life to save others: Bon-
hoffer was hanged for his complicity in
aplotto kill Hitler, and Kolbe accepted
starvation in place of one of his prison
mates. A Lutheran and a Catholic —
often arch opposers, but each willing to
give the ultimate sacrifice for the love
of Christ and his people.

So, let us dance and serve together,
along city streets and country lanes as
we wait for Mary’s deep knowing to
flood across all earth and sky.

This column may include both
fiction and nonfiction, and views
expressed do not necessarily represent
those of The SUN. Submissions can be
sent to editor@pagosasun.com.

important than ever for everyone to get
their households prepared.

The American Red Cross of Western
Colorado has a few simple, low-cost or
no-coststeps everyone can take to help
them get prepared.

“September is National Prepared-
ness Month, the perfect time to get
ready for emergencies large and small,”
said Christie Caster, executive director
of the Red Cross of Western Colorado.
“Western Coloradans are well aware
that disasters like wildfires, flash
floods, storms and severe winter
weather can happen anywhere in our
part of the state, at any time. The good
news is getting your household ready
foran emergency doesn’thave to break
the bank”

Steps to preparedness

1. Download the Red Cross Emer-
gency app, which helps you and your
loved ones before, during and after a
disaster. The app includes guides to
help you prepare, National Weather
Service alerts, live weather maps and
help locating Red Cross shelters. And,
best ofall, it’s free to all users, available
in English and Spanish, and designed
with accessibility in mind. Find it by
searching for “American Red Cross”
in your app store or visiting redcross.
org/apps.

2. Develop an emergency plan for
your household — a great way to get

started, and it won't cost a thing. Pick
two places to meet — right outside your
home or a place outside your neigh-
borhood in case you can’t get home
or have to evacuate. Plan how you will
evacuate. Think about where you will
go, how you will get there, where you
will stay and what you'll take with you.
Plan well in advance ifyou’llneed help
leaving or use public transportation.

Don’t forget your pets. Keep a
phonelistof pet-friendly hotels/motels
and animal shelters on your phone.

Customize your kit to meet your
household’s specific needs. Ifyou have
young children, don’t forget formula
and diapers. If you have pets, include
leashes, carriers, food, bowls and litter.
Make up emergency contact cards for
the whole family in case the internet
is down, and save the information on
everyone’s phone. Don’t forget the
number for your children’s school or
day care.

3. Gather supplies for a go kit and
a stay-at-home kit — use items you
already have on hand to keep the cost
down. Build your kit slowly, perhaps
buying an item every time you shop.
Look for sales — buy one, get one free,
clearance bins, clip coupons, shop
discount stores.

Your go kit should include three
days of supplies that you can take with
you. Your stay-at-home kit should have
two weeks of food and water and a

one-month supply of medications, if
possible. Other items could include
a flashlight, a first aid kit, a battery or
hand-crank radio.

Make sure to include backup bat-
teries and chargers for your devices
(flashlight, cellphone, CPAP, wheel-
chair, etc.) and critical personal re-
cords. You might also want to include
sanitation and personal hygiene items,
extra cash, maps of the area, pet sup-
plies, baby supplies, matches, N95
masks, a manual can opener, extra car
and house keys, towels, work gloves,
a multipurpose tool, blankets and
sleeping bags.

4.If you own a business or are part
of a school or organization, it’s critical
you are prepared, that you know what
to do should an emergency happen.
The Red Cross has a free service — the
Ready Rating Program — that provides
tools, resources and information for
improving your group’s ability to with-
stand disaster, maintain operations,
and protect lives and property.

“Disasters don’t wait for the ‘right
time’ — they can happen in the middle
of the night, while you're at work or
your kids are at school,” Caster said.
“Being prepared is your best defense.
Whether it’s a fire in someone’s home
or astorm that destroys an entire town,
these emergencies can change lives in
justminutes. Take these few easy steps
and start your trip toward readiness”
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Office Hours: Monday — Thursday 8 a.m. -4 p.m., Friday 8 a.m.- noon

Classified Deadline: Tuesday 10 a.m.

MISCELLANEOUS MISCELLANEOUS SERVICES SERVICES SERVICES

Meet Squeak!

This affectionate 3-year-old female cat
is ready for a home of her own. Squeak
is FeLV positive so she would need to
be an indoor only cat. Squeak can have
anormal healthy life; she just needs

a chance. Call the Humane Society at
(970) 731-4771.

Meet Freckles!
This sweet mellow 5-year-old heeler is
waiting for his forever home! Housebroken,
great on a leash, smart and very loyal. Call
the Humane Society at (970) 731-4771.

AGE PRICES
All Massages
include

OVERLOOK

HoT SPRNGS
SPA
Downtown Pagosa 264-4040

THINK HAIR

THINK ELIZABETH
970-903-5152

3R RANCH— WORKING in the beautiful
south San Juans. Hiring one position, ranch
and landscape maintenance. No experience,
we will train. $23 per hour. (970)264-5160.

Email us at
classads@pagosasun.com

to submit your classified.
PagosaSUN.com

PAGOSA THERAPEUTICS and The Green
House are looking for friendly and enthusias-
tic people who are eager to help customers
navigate the wide world of cannabis. We offer
sales bonuses, product sampling, employee
discounts, paid sick leave, and comprehen-
sive on-site training. Must be 21 years of age.
A Marijuana Enforcement Division badge is
required, when hired. E-mail your resume to
employment@jandjinc.net or check us out on
Indeed.com.

SELLERS BEWARE: Scams involving buyers
trying to deceive sellers have have taken place
in our community. Do not accept checks, mon-
ey orders or other payment methods for more
than the payment price where you are asked to
pay the overpayment to the buyer or another
person. Consult with your financial institution
to be sure the payment method is not fake
before you allow the item to be picked up.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

CONCERNED ABOUT ANOTHER’S DRINK-
ING? Pagosa Springs Al-anon Family Group
meets Tuesdays 6-7p.m., Pagosa Bible
Church. Questions? Call/ text (303)815-8569.
www.al-anon.org.

H&R BLOCK HAS A NEW LOCATION 301
N. Pagosa Blvd., Unit B8 Pagosa Springs,
81147. Ready to meet your needs. Calls or
walk -ins welcome.

PAGOSAAA: 315N. 2nd Street, County Road
200 (.2 miles off Hwy. 160). Monday, Wednes-
day, Friday 5:30p.m. Tuesday Men’s meeting
5:30p.m. Tuesday - Thursday, 12 noon, Friday
Women’s meeting 11:30a.m. Saturday 10a.m.
Sunday 10a.m. Sunday Zoom 10a.m. Zoom:
ID 858-319-763 password 754-234. For
information call Kathi (970)946-1482, Ranza
(970)903-3849 or (970)731-9774 or central
office (888)333-9649.

THERE IS A SOLUTION GROUP of Alco-
holics Anonymous meets Tuesdays, Thurs-
days, Saturdays, 5:30-6:30p.m., Pagosa
Bible Church, 209 Harman Park Drive. Ques-
tions? Diamond: (970)264-1073. Charlotte:
(970)903-9690. More resources: www.aa.org,
www.aa-westerncolorado.com, (970)245-
9649, (888)333-9649 (24 hrs.).

PERSONALS

FREE. CONFIDENTIAL. HELP. 24-hour
domestic violence and sexual assault helpline.
(970) 264-9075.

SERVICES

ASPENGLOW LANDSCAPING/ YARD
MAINTENANCE/ YARD CLEANUP. Mowing,
trimming, raking and tree trimming. Tractor
available for planting and landscaping.
(970)946-2061.

ASPHALT PAVING AND SEAL COATING.
Driveways, parking lots, subdivisions. Local
references, high quality, competitive rates.
Icon Development Company, Inc. 30 -plus
years experience. Call or text, (602)448-4936.

Exterior & Interior

STAINING &
Exterior Staining

Dock Staining PAI NTI N G I_I_c
g:;x::: IT%ee)::i:e House Power Washing

Roof Repairs ,—~ Epoxy GarjgerF’Ioor (?oatmgs
Fire Mitigation Patrick m
Gravel Driveways 970-946-9571 432-847-6451

No Job Too Big
No Job Too Small

Lino
(970) 749-2373

ONE SIXTY CONCRETE WORKS

Licensed e Insured e Residential ¢ Commercial
Serving 160 Corridor from Walsenburg, Pagosa Springs & Durango

Check out our Quality Works One Sixty Concrete Works on K1

e Patios

e Driveways

e Stairs

e Retaining Walls

e Decorative Concrete
e Flatwork

DECK SPECIALIST

Decking floor replaced
Total deck rebuilds
Handrails
Stairs

Call Mike today
(970) 507-0379

35+ years experience
references

"FIREWOOD )

Snow Removal

FIRE & ICE

\. Call Dan + (970) 582-0006 /

New Construction
Remodeling « Houses
Garages « Barns ¢ Decks

Insured & references
Plans drawn & submitted

Call Rick
(970) 946-1737

Mo

DRIVEWAY SEALING — 7 -year product.
Prep, pressure wash, crack seal and touch
up. Free estimates, local and trusted. INTE-
GRATED Home Services, LLC. Call /text,
(970)731-3558.

HOME REMODELS and improvements at
affordable prices. Bathrooms, kitchens, ad-
ditions, decks, drywall, painting, siding and
more. Call: (970)844-0554.

Kitchen Deep Cleaning
Now Offered!

Pagosa SPARKLES

Detail Oriented, Trustworthy
& Reliable Cleaners
For All Your Housekeeping
&Window Cleaning Needs

Text/call Kim (970) 946-6446

KITCHEN DEEP CLEANS now offered by
Pagosa Sparkles. Group of high standard
cleaners. Window cleaning also available.
Text/ call KIM. (970)946-6446.

KRITTER GITTERS, SKUNK AND BAT Bust-
ers. We specialize in capturing and removing
unwanted rodents and varmints. We don't trap
pigs. 50 years experience, lifetime resident.
Dan Snow (719)849-8873.

Foundation work « Back fill compacting
Pipe laying « Driveway prep
Sewer repair install
Concrete removal and install « Etc.
(all/Text Bill (970)880-0071

Half a Tandem Truck
Half the Tandem Cost

Local Pagosa Delivery
6.5 Tons || 10 Yards

J RTruck

970-398-6125

Just

DECKS!

« Large or small

« Redwood, cedar, Trex or treated lumber
« Custom rails & stairs

+ Hidden fasteners available Now
+ Design & estimates free scheduling!
« 30 years experience

Call Glenn (970) 903-1250

(970) 946-1737

LOCAL MOVING SERVICES. Reasonable
and reliable. (970)946-2061.

NEED HELP WITH A PROJECT? Moving?
Packing and unpacking. Organizing and
decluttering. Something else? Call Marlene,
(719)850-3055.

PREMIUM PEAK CLEANING. 4 hours $150
cleaning special for August and September.
Call (970)902-3145.
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Office Hours: Monday — Thursday 8 a.m. -4 p.m., Friday 8 a.m. - noon

Classified Deadline: Tuesday 10 a.m.

SERVICES SERVICES SERVICES HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT « PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
Veteran & Locally Owned

(970)398-6552 « roseps.com

(Foel the warm#b

Wood & Gas
Burning
Fireplaces
& Stoves
Vermont Casting
Majestic Hearth
Isokern e FMI

Enviro Pellet
Stoves

Custom installation & finish work

Chase caps
Snow splitters
Pagosa Peak
Custom Fireplaces

1065 W. Hwy. 160
Pagosa Springs, Colo
office and showroom:

(970) 264-2006
\ Www. pagosafireplaces.com Y,

Cargo Containers
RENT + RENTTO OWN « BUY

We deliver!

Ask about our
Storage Unit

Specials!

ALL SIZE UNITS AVAILABLE

970-731-0007

PagosaSpringsStorage.com

"1 in Painting
Interior & exterior
Staining & more

35 years in Pagosa Springs

Call Gary
(970) 398-9223

rﬁlueprinté

Have your plans drawn now.
Don’t wait!
Be ready to start your house,
barn, garage or deck on time.

Call Rick
\ 946-1737 y

RICHARD DECLARK ELECTRICAL is
available for all your electrical services from
remodels to new construction. | have been in
Pagosa for 15 years, no job too small or too
large. (970)903-1456.

Landscaping

& Tractor Work

« Landscaping - all phases
« Planting trees, shrubs, etc.
« Drainage problems solved
« Driveways maintained

« Construction, decks, patios, sheds, more

Westward Inc.
Call (405) 306-9496
Pagosa Springs contractor

"The Water A ]

Runner &

Certified Bulk Potable Water Delivery
Cistern Deep Cleaning

Youalh (970) 731-5022

e haul!
\Since 1 999 Chadd Carnley, owner 4

RIVERSTONE CARPET CLEANING. 25
cents/sq. ft. and $3 per stair. No hidden
charges. Owner/operator 20 years experi-
ence. Professional, trustworthy and punctual.
100% eco-friendly. Call Mike at (970)403-
9222. Credit cards accepted with no fee.
Hallways and closets always free.

Additions

Remodeling
Maintenance

High Meadows Properties, LLC
Call today (970) 403-2263

STORAGE SPECIALS, ALL SIZES. We
also deliver cargo containers. Buy, rent, rent
to own. Pagosa Springs Storage. (970)731-
0007.

TANKLESS /ON DEMAND WATER HEAT-
ERS. Largest inventory in the area, including
replacement parts. Same day Installation
and service in most cases. We are the only
certified company that extends the parts and
labor warranty from 1 year to 5 years. water
Heater solutions, (970)585-6513.

TREE & CLEAR LLC. Tree removal, pruning
and mitigation. Certified and insured. Call
(720)666-5761.

WE HAUL. WE WILL haul off anything but
your marijuana or your mother- in- law. No job
too big or too small. We also move buildings.
We don't haul pigs. Dan Snow (719)849-8873.

WINDOW CLEANING —RESIDENTIAL
Bonded and insured. 25 yrs. experience
REFLECTIONS Window Cleaning. (480)892-
1999 -FREE estimates.

HELP WANTED

3R RANCH HIRING one full or part-time posi-
tion. Ranch and landscape maintenance. Must
have own reliable transportation and valid
driver’s license. 40 hours a week available.
$23 per hour. (970)264-5160.

3R RANCH HIRING one full or part-time posi-
tion. Ranch and landscape maintenance. Must
have own reliable transportation and valid
driver’s license. 40 hours a week available.
$23 per hour. (970)264-5160.

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES. Front office ad-
ministrative assistant or chair side procedural
assistant positions available for immediate
hire. Will train if necessary for these valuable
positions. Flexible hours, full time or part time
available. Great pay with room for advance-
ment. Please send your resume today to
pdimplants@yahoo.com.

CARETAKER NEEDED FOR VRBO on upper
Blanco. 10 minutes from Tractor Supply. Light
maintenance, yard work, snow removal, | have
all equipment or use your own. References
required. (210)241-6002.

NOW HIRING -

CDL DRIVER

$26.00-%29.00/hr DOE
$500 SIGN-ON BONUS
$250 at hire « $250 after 6 months
Full-time, year-round position.
Must possess a valid (DL,
safe driving record,
and strong work ethic.

Apply today at
250 Industrial Circle,
Pagosa Springs, (0!

CITY HALL CAFE looking for part -time and
full -time dishwashers. Apply within. 2151
Eagle Drive.

COLORADO DREAM HOMES IS HIRING.
Seeking a general laborer, clean driving record
preferred. Responsibilities would include
deliveries, construction site clean up and
support, insulation and utility work. Pay starts
at $21+ per hour. Full-time, year round work.
Consistent work start time and location, paid
time off and paid holidays. To apply, come by
2283 Eagle Drive to fill out an application or
send resumes to coloradodreamhomesinc@
gmail.com.

FREE GOLF when you're employed by
Pagosa Springs Golf Club /Square Top BBQ.
See us for details. Immediate Openings DOE:
Counter Server/Bartender $12.14 -$14.50 /
hour plus tips, Grounds Crew $17 -$19 /
hour. Seeking reliable, outgoing and honest
applicants with excellent customer service
skills for our team. Full /part -time positions
available. Will train. Apply in person at 1 Pines
Club Place.

HAVE 2 BEDROOM TRAILER on the river,
needs work. 1st month free if you fix it. | will
provide parts. River water, solar, generator,
22 miles south of town. Rent $800 per month.
(970)264-2592.

HIRING BARISTA AND REGISTER POSI-
TION. Root House Coffee + Shop in downtown
Pagosa Springs is hiring an experienced
barista or someone eager to learn the craft of
exceptional coffee, along with a front of house
register tea member to greet and serve our
guests. Agenuine love of hospitality, kindness,
and attention to detail are essential as we
create a welcoming experience for every per-
son who walks through our doors. Part-time
positions available. Pay with tips averages
over $20 per hour. Send your resume today
to howdy@roothouseco.com.

HOUSE CLEANER- 22 miles south of town.
(970)264-2592.

Dr. Peter Roukema & Dr. Jaime Astorga
Pagosa Peak Family Dentistry is looking
for energetic and personable individuals to
join our growing family practice.
We are seeking:

Licensed Dental Hygienist
Dental Assistant
(no experience necessary)

This is a fun and friendly office.
Competitive pay and
full benefits available.

Please reach out to us at:
hello@pagosapeakfamilydentistry.com

JOIN THE STACY SCAPES TEAM. Stacy
Scapes is hiring dependable, hardworking
team members in Pagosa Springs. If you
enjoy working outdoors and take pride in
quality work, we’d love to hear from you. We
provide landscape installation, lawn care,
maintenance, planting, seasonal work, and
property care. We offer steady work, opportu-
nities for advancement, and a supportive team
environment. Apply today. (970)946-0405,
info@thecoloradogardencompany.com.

JONES MECHANICAL. EXPERIENCE
PREFERRED but will train right person. Ex-
cellent opportunity to learn the HVAC trade.
(970)731-3046.

LANDSCAPE LABORERS WANTED.
Must have own transportation. Call or text
for an application. Good pay for good help.
(970)946-2277.

LANTERN DANCER GALLERY IS HIRING!
Join our floor sales team in a warm, friendly,
comfortable environment. Stop by to apply or
apply online at LanternDancer.com.

LIKE GUNS OR GUITARS? Come sell them
for us. The San Juan Trading Post is looking
for a sales person. Computer literacy and
ability to lift 45 Ibs. is required. Starting at
$18/ hour, full or part -time. Stop by in person
at 635 San Juan St.

LOOKING FOR STUCCO PERSON. 22 miles
south of town. (970)264-2592.

MOUNTAIN SPIRITS WINE AND LIQUOR is
looking for a dependable, friendly, part-time
and full-time cashier to join our team. We’re
looking for someone who: Is reliable and
punctual, Has great customer service skills, Is
friendly and outgoing, Can work independently
and as part of a team, Is available nights and
weekends, Has a positive attitude. If you are
interested, please stop by the store to apply.
Come join our team.

NORTH PAGOSA MARATHON is hiring a
full-time cashier nights and weekends. Com-
petitive wages. Please apply in person at 30
N. Pagosa Blvd.

Email us at
classads@pagosasun.com

to submit your classified.
PagosaSUN.com
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HELP WANTED HELP WANTED HELP WANTED FOR SALE YARD SALES

NOW HIRING: Part time Direct Service
Provider (DSP). Aspen Services | $18 /hour.

Aspen Services is hiring Direct Service
Providers (DSPs) to support individuals with
developmental disabilities in living full, reward-
ing lives in our community. * 20 hours /week
to start. « Meaningful, hands -on work. « Paid
training provided. If you're compassionate, de-
pendable, and ready to make a real difference,
we'd love to hear from you. Contact Becky
Thompson at aspenservices@aspenhousep-
agosa.org or call (970)507-0122.

OWNERS, THERE IS ALONG TERM RENT-
AL SHORTAGE IN PAGOSA SPRINGS. We
have a waiting list for approved tenants. Need
all types of rentals. Call us today for lowest
commission and highest customer service.
All you have to do is wait for your rent check
to come in. We do the rest! Rocky Mountain
Realty & Rentals (970)507-1192.

PAGOSA LIQUOR IS HIRING a full-time
cashier. Please come and apply in person at
30 N. Pagosa Blvd.

PAGOSA THERAPEUTICS and The Green
House are looking for friendly and enthusias-
tic people who are eager to help customers
navigate the wide world of cannabis. We offer
sales bonuses, product sampling, employee
discounts, paid sick leave, and comprehen-
sive on-site training. Must be 21 years of age.
A Marijuana Enforcement Division badge is
required, when hired. E-mail your resume to
employment@jandjinc.net or check us out on
Indeed.com.

PART -TIME BARTENDER. Keyah Grande
Guest House, Part -time, Friday —Sunday
position. Experience preferred. Must be reli-
able, friendly, and customer focused. $16.72
/hour plus tips. Apply at theguesthouse@
keyahgrande.com.

PART -TIME MAINTENANCE /GROUNDS.
Hands-on position includes general mainte-
nance, groundskeeping, and an early-morning
pool cleaning rotation. 20-25 hours /week.
Experience with tools is a plus, but we're
happy to train someone with a strong work
ethic and willingness to learn. More details at
pshotsprings.com. Submit application /resume
at Healing Waters Resort & Spa,140 Hot
Springs Blvd., or email sales@pshotsprings.
com. Subject: Maintenance.

PINE VALLEY RENTAL, an equipment rental
yard, is seeking a shop /yard hand. Duties
include, but are not limited to, helping cus-
tomers load and unload equipment; servicing
and maintaining equipment; and performing
daily maintenance, such as pressure -wash-
ing machines, cleaning air filters, changing
oil when needed, greasing equipment, and
ensuring everything is in good working order.
Call (970)731-4410 ask for Carissa or email
resume to carissamcpeak@pinevalleyrental.
com.

PRECISION GRANITE IS HIRING Full-
time Granite Fabricator / Shop Technician.
$20-$28 /hour depending on experience.
Experience preferred, but we will train the
right person. Looking for someone depend-
able, mechanically inclined, hardworking and
interested in learning a skilled trade. Modern
fabrication shop. Paid vacation and plenty of
overtime available. Apply in person at Preci-
sion Granite, 151 N. 14th St., Pagosa Springs,
or call at (970)749-8971 for more information.

SEASONAL EVENING CLEANER. Seasonal
evening cleaner for meat processing room
at The Buck Stops Here. Must be reliable,
job starts in September. Please call Kevin at
(970)903-4481 if interested.

SEEKING PART -TIME HELP. For land-
scaping, experience helpful. Must have valid
drivers license and transportation. Contact
Eric. (970)946-2061.

SUBWAY IS HIRING. Enjoy working in a
fun environment with a great team? Earn a
strong hourly wage with tips while serving our
wonderful community. Apply online at subway.
com, or in person.

THE HUMANE SOCIETY SHELTER animals
need you. Do you dream of a career working
with animals who need you? The Humane
Society of Pagosa Springs has an opening
for a full -time Animal Care Specialist. Must
love to work with animals AND people, spend
time outdoors in all kinds of weather, and get
a lot of exercise throughout the day. Previous
dog and cat handling experience is a plus. A
positive attitude is a must. PTO, additional
sick time, and great shelter and thrift store
discounts as benefits. Hourly rate $17 -$18
DOE. Apply for the Animal Care Specialist
role online https://pagosahumane.org/ or stop
in the Shelter and complete an application.
Come join our team caring for the homeless
pets of Pagosa Springs.

AUTOS

GUARANTEED CREDIT APPROVAL! 4X4
Auto Sales, 21698 Hwy. 160 West, Durango.
(970)385-7940.

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

SMALL CRANE BUSINESS FOR SALE.
National Crane truck, business, client list, and
all attachments come with business. Inquire
at (970)903-2381.

FOR SALE

1984 WW 16FT STOCK TRAILER. Solid
floor, divider, brake, lights. Good condition
overall. Needs some paint. $3500. Call
(970)264-1365.

DO YOU BURN FIREWOOD? It’s time to get
stocked up. Geta HUGE dump truck load split
and delivered for $550. Pine mix. Contact Dan
with FIRE&ICE at (970)582-0006.

REQUEST FULL -TIME CAREGIVER. Hi,
my name is Michael Shields. | am 47 and a
spinal cord injury survivor. Looking for care-
giver available 7 days a week. Background
in medical: RNA, CNA or prior caregiving.
Includes getting dressed, undressed, lifted
into wheelchair, position back in bed, light
cooking, feeding, grooming, toiletry, etc.
Looking for somebody flexible, compassionate
and RELIABLE. 965 Cloud Cap Ave., Pagosa
Springs, Colorado, 81147. Jesus drastically
changed my life and if this sounds like an
answer to prayer and a paid position you
would be interested in, please contact me at
(623)606-1986 for more info.

DRY FIREWOOD- PINE. Pick up $255 a cord.
Delivery available. Call for prices. Bayfield.
Gabe (970)403-2784.

DRY, SEASONED DOUGLAS FIR and aspen
for sale. Ryan Whitlow (970)585-4578.

FIREWOOD DELIVERED. Doug fir /pine mix
$250 per cord, $1400 for 6 cords. Call Kathie,
(303)358-6218.

FIREWOOD FOR SALE. $110 per cord.
Round pine seasoned one full year. You load
and you split. 10% discount for 5 cords or
more. 3R Ranch, (970)264-5160.

FIREWOOD. Tired of not getting a full cord?
4'x4'x8', $265 full cord, pine and fir mix. Very
dry, splitlast year, 14 cords available. Delivery
extra. Just off Piedra and 160. (970)398-1928.

PORTER CABLE CORDED PLATE JOINER
in case. Never used. With box of biscuits.
$150. (505)263-6635.

QUEEN MATTRESS AND FOUNDATION,
medium firm, used in guest room. Clean, no
bugs, $100 OBO. 2 large book shelves, all
wood, $35 each. Stand up clock, $50. Call
Mary, (970)946-8598.

SECTIONAL SOFA. Off-White. 110"x110".
Excellent condition. $800. Call Debra.
(970)846-5850.

SELL OR TRADE YOUR GUNS. We buy for
cash or trade it. No hassle. Licensed, bonded,
insured. San Juan Trading Post, 635 San Juan
St. (970)731-PAWN (7296).

SELLERS BEWARE: Scams involving buyers
trying to deceive sellers have have taken place
in our community. Do not accept checks,
money orders or other payment methods for
more than the payment price where you are
asked to pay the overpayment to the buyer or
another person. Consult with your financial in-
stitution to be sure the payment method is not
fake before you allow the item to be picked up.

LIVESTOCK

EXCELLENT HORSE QUALITY GRASS
HAY. Barn stored. $10. (970)264-6779.
Please leave a message.

EXCELLENT HORSE QUALITY GRASS
HAY. Barn stored. $10. (970)264-6779.
Please leave a message.

PETS

ADOPT FROM THE Humane Society. Stop
by or call (970)731-4771. You'll be amazed
at what we have to offer, www.PagosaHu-
mane.org.

AKC LAB PUPPIES for sale. 3 yellow males,
$1200 each. (970)749-4288.

YARD SALES

Email us at
classads@pagosasun.com

to submit your classified.
PagosaSUN.com

SATURDAY, AUGUST 15, 22 AND 29. 54
Simmons Place. 8a.m. -3p.m.

YARD SALE. August 29, 30, 9a.m.-4p.m. 581
Hills Circle, Pagosa Springs. Cannondale
bikes, kitchen ware, plates, furniture, carpets,
patio umbrellas, grill and more.

VACATION RENTALS

OWNERS, WE ARE BOOKED UP AND
NEED MORE VACATION RENTAL PROP-
ERTIES! Call us today for lowest commission
and highest customer service. All you have to
do is wait for your rent check to come in. We
do the rest! Rocky Mountain Realty & Rentals
(970)507-1192.

RESIDENTIAL RENTALS

3 BEDROOM, 2 BATH for lease. Enjoy stun-
ning creek, canyon, pasture, and mountain
views, including V-Rock and the San Juan
Mountains. Situated on a private 35-acre
retreat bordering National Forest, this prop-
erty offers a private lake for paddleboarding,
direct access to hiking and outdoor recreation,
horse pasture potential, pet -friendly living
(with approval), barn and storage use, and
a large garage/RV garage with space for
up to 5 -6 vehicles, RVs, or trailers. Perfect
for an outdoor lifestyle in a quiet, retreat-like
setting. $3,500-$6,500/month depending on
included amenities and storage needs. Text
(970)398-0518.

3 BEDROOM, 2 BATH, fenced yard, 1 -car
garage, on Lake Hatcher, close to national
forest. $2400 monthly. Call (970)946-4906.

BASEMENT STUDIO APARTMENT. Down-
town, river view /walk, furnished. $1000 rent,
$1000 deposit. Utilities included. No smokers,
no pets. (970)264-6797.

BEAUTIFUL FURNISHED 3 bedroom 2 bath
remote home on 35 acres in the Chimney
Rock area. Currently occupied. Available for
6 months starting in October 2026. Renewal
available. $1800 /month. Call Team Pagosa
(970)731-8599 or visit teampagosa.com.

BRIGHT, SUNNY, NEWLY REPAINTED 3
bedroom, 2 1/2 bath unit with attached garage,
2 outdoor parking spaces, sundeck and fire-
place in downtown. Utilities included except
for internet (water, sewer, electric, gas, trash
pick up). Background check and credit report
required. All appliances except washer and
dryer. No smoking, pets upon approval. $2650
per month. (318)347-6100 or (682)706-6012.

DOWNTOWN PAGOSA RENTAL, New build
7th Street— one and two bedrooms available.
Walking distance to hot springs and shops and
restaurants in old downtown. (720)470-2653.

FOR RENT. 3 bedroom, 2 bath, $1750 month.
First and last with security deposit. 633 Pros-
pect Blvd. (970)946-3983.

FURNISHED OR UNFURNISHED 3 bedroom,
3 bath home across from Lake Pagosa. $2650
Imonth. Available now. Call Team Pagosa
(970)731-8599, or visit teampagosa.com.
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HAVE 2 BEDROOM TRAILER on the river,
needs work. 1st month free if you fix it. | will
provide parts. River water, solar, generator,
22 miles south of town. Rent $800 per month.
(970)264-2592.

LOCATED IN DESIRABLE PAGOSA LAKES
subdivision, 3 bedroom, 1 bath in fourplex,
5 minute walk to lake, spacious 1200 sq. ft.
newly updated with vinyl plank flooring and
freshly painted throughout. Washer and dryer
included. No pets allowed. $1525. For more
details call Lee, (970)946-3856, or John,
(303)881-1407.

LONG TERM RENTALS AVAILABLE. Call
Team Pagosa (970)731-8599, 117 Navajo
Trail Dr., pagosaspringsrealty.com.

NEWER 3 BEDROOM, 2 BATH, 2 car garage
house fully furnished. Located in the Pagosa
Lakes area on quiet street, convenient to ser-
vices. All utilties paid except TV and Internet.
$2,800 per month. Call (970)903-9896 for
Candace.

NEWLY CONSTRUCTED 3 BEDROOM,
2 BATH unit in downtown. Fireplace, small
patio, community area with picnic table. All
utilities included except internet (water, sewer,
electric, gas, trash pick up and snow removal).
All appliances included. 2 parking spaces.
Background check and credit report required.
Pets upon approval, no smoking. $2100 per
month. Available July 15. (318)347-6100 or
(682)706-6012.

PARK YOUR CAMPER OR TRAILER and
camp, or just store it. 22 miles south of town.
(970)264-2592.

PARTIALLY FURNISHED 2 bedroom 2.5 bath
condo on Lake Pagosa. One year lease re-
quired. Available around October 1st. $1800/
month. Currently occupied. Call Team Pagosa
(970)731-8599 or visit teampagosa.com.

PARTIALLY FURNISHED 2 BEDROOM, 1
bath, 1 car garage home. Downtown Pagosa.
Huge yard and views. $1950 per month. Avail-
able 8/8/26. Team Pagosa, (970)731-8599 or
teampagosa.com.

SHERPA REAL ESTATE is now managing
long-term rentals. Clear communication from
a name you already trust. Ready to rent your
home? Call now to get started (970)444-2570.
Visit our website https://www.sherpareales-
tate.com/rentals or stop by one of our two
locations.

UNFURNISHED 2 BEDROOM, 1 bath condo.
$1400 per month. Team Pagosa, (970)731-
8599 or teampagosa.com. Available NOW.

UNFURNISHED 3 BEDROOM, 2 BATH 2 car
garage home in nice neighborhood. Water
paid. $2995 per month. Available NOW. Team
Pagosa, (970)731-8599 or teampagosa.com.

UNFURNISHED UPPER LEVEL CONDO on
the golf course. Loft bedroom. 1 and 1/2 bath-
rooms. Pet approved. $2000 /month. Team
Pagosa, (970)731-8599 or teampagosa.com.

Email us at
classads@pagosasun.com

to submit your classified.
PagosaSUN.com

Shared conference room access
Break room and restrooms
Large on-site parking lot

Office Space for Lease
in Pagosa Springs

Newly remodeled space in the First Southwest Bank
building, conveniently located off Highway 160.
Suites ranging from 160 to 1,585 square feet —
perfect for solo professionals or growing teams.

= Flexible suite sizes to fit your business

Prime, high-visibility Hwy 160 location

for leasing details and availability.

Contact Melanie Russek

melanie.russek@fswb.com
866-641-3792

COMMERCIAL FOR RENT

COMMERCIAL KITCHEN AND BAR for rent
or lease. The Colorado Garden Company.
Great for wine /cheese /beer /tapas. Great
space in garden nursery. Ice cream trailer for
rent in addition. Text (970)398-0518.

COMMERCIAL STORAGE. Flex/ Hobby Ga-
rage. One unit available. Approximately 1800
sq. ft., 1 full bathroom, 14 ft. x 10 ft. door, high
ceiling. Radiant floor heat. Finished drywall
interior. $2,000 a month. 218 Hopi Drive,
Pagosa Springs. Call or text (903)327-3345.

LARGE COMMERCIAL INDUSTRIAL LOTS
in Cloman Park. 112 acre lot— $995 /month.
and 1.27 acre lot— $750 /month. Ideal for
contractors, storage, etc. Utilities are located
at the street. Tenant must verify end use with
the county. Call Team Pagosa (970)731-8599
or visit teampagosa.com.

PAGOSA VALLEY PROPERTIES: Offering
“Aspen Plaza ProSuites” These are Profes-
sional Office Suites available for Long Term
rental from 135 SF to 205 SF, priced from
$465-$669/ month. Also, Large Conference/
Event Room Available. Call (970)889-2022 for
more information.

SMALL WAREHOUSE SPACE NEAR
TOWN. 250 sq. ft. with electricity provided.
$100 per month. Michael Branch, (970)769-
2036.

TWO ADJOINING OFFICES DOWNTOWN
Upstairs. Rent one or both. $350 per month
per office. Includes utilities, Internet and
shared kitchen. No smokers. No pets.
(970)946-2728.

COMMERCIAL

UPTOWN WAREHOUSE SPACE with
office and bathroom for rent. 1400 sq. ft.
Water and trash included. 97 Hopi Dr. Text
(970)946-5163.

HOMES FOR SALE

REAL ESTATE SERVICES
Buying or Selling?

Call Marcie Lewis
(970) 759-8672

IN TOWN across the street from Seeds of
Learning. 538 S. 7th , 3 bedroom , 2 bath, 2
car garage. $350,000. 970-946-5019.

LAND/ BUILDING SITES

MOUNTAIN VIEWS, MEADOWS. Unique
high elevation and complete privacy. 5.6 acres
bordering national forest, (970)769-3588
blancoretreat@gmail.com. $450K.

1 ACRE PLUS, downtown property. Great
location for townhomes for singles. (970)398-
9136.

FOUR DOWNTOWN PRIME BUILDING
LOTS. Mountain and river views for those
looking to build an exceptional home or builder
spec. Starting at $395K. Realtors welcome.
builder7 @fastmail.com. (970)398-9136.

Come see me at my

OPEN HOUSE
41 Pueblo Ct.

Open House every Fri. & Sat.
in Aug., 10 a.m.-2 p.m.

Brand New Custom handcrafted Home. Sitting on
Private cul-de-sac. 2000 Sq. Ft. Main level primary
suite. Upper level primary suite. All custom tile work
with many extra features. A must see!! $992,000.

Debbie Loewen
Employing Broker
debbie@ownpagosa.com
448 Pagosa Street

(970) 946-3480

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

All real estate advertised in this newspaper is
subject to the Federal Fair Housing act of 1968
which makes it illegal to advertise "any preference,
limitation or discrimination based on race, color,
religion, or national origin, or an intention, to make
such preference, limitation or discrimination."

This newspaper will not knowingly accept any
advertising for real estate which is in violation of
the law. Our readers are hereby informed that all
dwellings advertised in this newspaper are avail-

able on an equal opportunity basis.

Email
classads
@pagosasun.com
to submit your
classified.

PagosaSUN.com

PLACE YOUR
CLASSIFIED AD ONLINE!

Go to: PagosaSUN.com >>

Shop Local >> Place Your Classified Ad

All classified line ads appear on PagosaSUN.com
Regular categories deadline: Tues., 10 a.m.

Holidays will have alternate deadlines.







