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Will the super El Nifo

bring super snow?
Forecasting the 2026-2027
winter in Pagosa Springs

By Josh Pike
Staff Writer

This fall and winter, southwestern
Colorado and Pagosa Springs will ex-
perience the impacts of super El Nifio
conditions in the Pacific Ocean, which
will help shape precipitation, tempera-
tures and storm conditions.

Often, El Nifo is tied to average or
higher precipitation totals over the
winter. Will a super El Nino lead to
a super winter with extremely high
precipitation? What makes an El Nifio
super, anyways? We turned to the Na-
tional Weather Service (NWS) and local

weather experts to find out.

Grand Junction-based NWS Meteo-
rologist Matthew Aleska explained that
the term El Nifio describes warmer-
than-average sea surface temperatures
in the equatorial Pacific Ocean.

During neutral conditions, Aleska
stated, trade winds push warm surface
waters across the Pacific, from near
the west coast of the U.S. and South
Americatowards Asia. These waters are
then replaced by colder water moving
up from deeper in the ocean, cooling
the surface.

However, during an El Nifo event,
H See Snow A8

Board of Health discusses
potential changes to
regulations for septic systems

By Clayton Chaney
Staff Writer

During a meeting held by the
Archuleta County Board of Health
(BoH) on Sept. 17, the board heard
from Water Quality Manager Jessica
Green about potential changes to the
county’s regulations involving on-

site wastewater treatment systems
(OWTS).

Green commented that the OWTS
program “hasbeen pretty overwhelm-
ing” for staff since the beginning of
the year.

“We have seen an increase in code
enforcement cases,” she said, explain-
M See Septic A7

Fall colors and sunny skies highlight the local landscape as seen from north of Pagosa Springs last weekend. Sunny skies are expected
to stick around through the weekend, offering more opportunities to glimpse the fall colors before another round of moisture potentially
makes its way to the area next week.

Photo courtesy Josh Kurz

By Derek Kutzer
Staff Writer

On Oct. 13, the Pagosa Springs
Planning Commission, sitting as
the town’s Design Review Board,
approved a sketch major design
application for major renovations
atthe former courthouse building
at 449 San Juan St.

The board also approved final
design for renovations to the park-
inglot adjacent to the building.

Planning Manager Owen
O’Dell explained that the build-
ing “goes back to 1928,” and that
the current owner, listed as Ron-
nie Urbanczyk, hashired thelocal
architectural firm Reynolds Ash +
Associates to do “facade and park-
inglotimprovements.”

A town staffreport on the mat-
ter states that the project “is con-
templated as a two-phase project
beginning with the parking lot
and then shifting the focus to the
courthouse.”

The aim is “to beautify the
building to make it more market-
able to potential business in the
future,” while enhancing “the
parking area to offer more down-

future business that may inhabit

town parking and to serve any

Rendering courtesy Reynolds Ash + Associates

the courthouse building,” the
report states.

The building has not seen a
major renovation in years, and
with the recent fire and exodus
of county offices, the owner sees
an opportunity to “revitalize the
building,” O’'Dell explained.

Brad Ash, the lead architect on
the project, explained that the
renovations would aim to attract
business opportunities for mer-
cantile, boutiques and restaurants,
contributing to downtown revi-
talization.

O’Dell added that any potential
business moving into the space
would have to consult with the
town’s building and planning de-
partments to ensure the business
is allowable in the zoning district,
listed as Mixed-Use, Town Center
(MU-TC) in the Land Use and De-
velopment Code (LUDC).

The materials planned in the
renovations are “a mix of stucco,
brick veneer, wood accents, aw-
nings, and some new windows,”
the report states.

It adds, “The mix of design ma-
terialsareintended to complement
the existing character of down-
town...while payinghomage to the
original intent when the building

A rendering shows the proposed renovation design for the building at 449 San Juan St., which for-
merly served as the Archuleta County Courthouse.

Renovation design for former courthouse
approved by town planning commission

was first constructed.”

At the meeting, O’'Dell ex-
plained that in the “downtown
overlay” ofthe MU-TC zoning dis-
trict, applicants are not required
to add any additional parking and
thatthe applicant’s proposalto add
parkingwent “above and beyond.”

After the parking lot improve-
ments, there would be about 72
spaces of public parking in the lot,
O'Dell explained.

Ash explained that the con-
struction crew would be “look-
ing to beat the weather” to get
the parking lot done right away
and that he doesn't foresee these
spaces to be fee-based, so they
would be open to the public.

“We've significantly increased
the parking for downtown,” he
said.

O’Dell noted that the project
meets many of the goals outlined
inthe town’s 2018 Comprehensive
Plan, such as enhancing parking,
recreation, transportation and
new business growth downtown.

When opened up to questions
and comments, board member
Chris Pitcheremphasized thathe'd
like to urge the applicant to “think
about how this building interacts
M See Renovation A8

2027 tourism budget outlined

By Clayton Chaney
Staff Writer

During a work session held by the
Archuleta County Board of County
Commissioners (BoCC) on Tuesday,
Oct. 13, the board heard from Ex-
ecutive Director of Tourism Jennifer
Green, who presented the recom-
mended 2027 Pagosa Springs Area
Tourism Board’s budget.

Green indicated that the tourism
board voted to recommend this bud-
get to both the county and the Town
of Pagosa Springs during its regular
meeting held on Sept. 15.

According to Green'’s presenta-
tion, the total revenues proposed in
the 2027 budget s listed at $1,560,000,
and the estimated 2026 revenues are
listed at $1,470,500.

She noted that, currently “we only
have county lodging tax through the
second quarter.”

She added, “Oddly enough, last
year, Q3 was the lowest quarter of
county lodging tax collections, which
I think is wrong.”

She explained that, “with that in
mind,” her projected number for the
county for 2027 is about $500,000.

“Iam anticipating the town’s lodg-
ing tax increasing, mainly because
construction will be over. We are
planning a very large push to make
sure everybody knows that the con-
struction is over,” she said.

Green noted that tourism is “basi-
cally budgeting flat compared to what
we thought was going to happen in
2026

She added, “Obviously, we’ve had
alotofheadwinds this year with tour-
ism. It’s not just Pagosa. We want to
make sure that’s clear”

Green also indicated that the risk
of wildfires has heavily impacted
“where people are choosing to vaca-
tion in the summer”

She explained that the tourism
board is not pursuing any grants
through the Colorado Tourism Office
(CTO) because, after receiving grants
for three consecutive years, the board
is required to take a year off from ap-
plying for grants through the CTO.

School board discusses importance
of defining athletic philosophy

By Clayton Chaney
Staff Writer

Duringits regular meeting held on
Wednesday, Oct. 7, the Archuleta
School District (ASD) Board of Edu-
cation (BoE) discussed the status and
efforts of the newly formed athletic
advisory committee.

BoE member Butch Mackey
brought up the topic during the board
comments period of the meeting,
indicating the advisory committee is
“getting fired back up for the school
year”

He added, “Having a full-time
athletic director hopefully will prove
to be fruitful for us”

The athletic director for ASD cur-
rently is Curtis Nehring.

Mackey also noted that anyone is
allowed to attend the athletics advi-
sory committee meetings

Superintendent Rick Holt ex-
plained that one of the matters the

committee has attempted to address
is the shortage of referees in the area.

“We had areal shortage of referees
for football,” he said.

Holt also mentioned that the com-
mittee is currently focusing on the
topic of “creating kind of an athletic
philosophy that expands from sev-
enth grade to senior year.

He explained that part of the goal
with creating that philosophy is to be
able to clearly outline how the district
treats its different teams and players.

“It’s just something that the dis-
trict has not had. It’s relied on the in-
dividual efforts of individual coaches
who have developed incredible pro-
grams,” Holt said.

He explained that would be help-
ful “rather than create a cult of per-
sonality where that person leaves
and then everything has to start all
over again.”

Holtnoted that the advisory com-
M See Board A17

Green then reviewed personnel
expenses, which is listed at a total
of $496,782 and includes four full-
time employees and two part-time
employees.

“All employees report to Executive
Director,” Green’s presentation states.

Green’s presentation also indi-
cates that $330,000 is budgeted for
infrastructure expenses, with $75,000
of that going to the Pagosa Area Rec-
reation Coalition (PARC).

“And I put that in there because I
heard through the grapevine that
Commissioner [John] Ranson and
council member [Gary] Williams
had discussed using lodging tax to
help provide funding with PARC,”
Green said.

Green then explained that $33,140
isbudgeted for data expenses for ser-
vices used through Placer.Al and Visa
credit card transaction data.

“So, we will have three years of
historic data when we purchase Visa
transaction data. That will give us a
better idea of the sales tax impact
M See Tourism A17
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Our VIEW

Do your research and vote

Between this issue of The SUN and last
week’s, we've printed more than 50 letters to
the editor, many of which focus on aspects
of the Nov. 3 election.

They present a variety of opinions and
viewpoints on a broad array of topics, but all
have one thing in common: The writers felt
the issues important enough to put them-
selves out there and share their views with
their fellow community members.

The volume of letters underscores the
importance of this year’s ballot to so many.
How we vote between now and Nov. 3 is
likely to have a large impact on our com-
munity, state and nation for decades and
generations to come.

While all of the measures are complex
and have pros and cons, looking at just our
local measures, how we vote will determine
if our children have the opportunity for a
new school building or not, if our medical
center can continue to grow and meet our
needs with the help of grant funding or not,
and if tourists will help pay to sustain our
infrastructure or not.

Then we have the multitude of state

measures that are, in some cases, nothing
short of confusing.

We continue to delve into the multitude
of races, amendments and propositions on
thisyear’s general election ballot as our bal-
lotsits on our coffee table, ready and waiting.

We are looking at the numbers; reading
why different groups are (sometimes sur-
prisingly) for and against measures; look-
ing at who brought forth the measures and
why; and contemplating what the benefits
or consequences would be for our family,
our community, our state and our nation.

We encourage everyone to do the same
if they haven't already.

We encourage everyone to look at the
measures, question them, understand why
others are for and against them, and seek
the facts.

We also encourage you to look at the
numbers for yourself, as well as looking at
what knowledgeable people in a position of
authority on the topic have to say.

And we askyou to please remember that
doing your research doesn’t mean seeking
out opinions that align with yours and call-

L.OOKING BACK

ingita day.

Beginning on page A9 of this issue you'll
find this year’s ballot measures and their
proposed changes. While the details may
seem mind-numbing, they undoubtedly
offer a much clearer picture of what each
means and are important to not overlook.

It’s important as we look at all that that
we also look at our future.

Aswe mull over how to vote — and aswe
continue to see our community rapidly
grow, change and improve — we’ve con-
tinued to circle back to a driving question
throughout our research: What does success
look like?

What does success looklike for our fami-
lies now and into the future? For our com-
munity? For our state? For our nation?

We're not totally sure yet what will lead
to success at all levels (I'm sure few are).

One thing, however, is certain: Being
informed, engaged and voting will help us
determine what the majority believes will
lead to success.

Message Randi

Randi Pierce

From the Oct. 3,
1968, Pagosa SUN
— QUEEN AND
ESCORT - Karen
Hartong, homecom-
ing queen, is es-
corted off the field
by Scott Kleckner
after being awarded
the title at half time
ceremonies. Miss
Hartong was a rep-
resentative of the
junior class.
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Weather data

Date HighLow  Precipitation

Moisture Type  Depth
106 76 40 0.00 NA NA
10/7 75 41 006 NA NA

108 74 37 0.00 NA NA
109 71 37 0.00 NA NA
1010 65 52 0.00 NA NA

1011 67 46 0.06 NA NA
1012 59 45 040 NA NA
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LEGACIES

By Shari Pierce

100 years ago

Taken from SUN files of
October 15, 1926

The stockmen of this vicinity are busy
gathering their beef cattle for shipment the
latter part of the month.

Al Hall, who was in charge of the
construction of the log house at the W.B.
Turner ranch on East fork, has again as-
sumed the management of the Trimble
Springs hotel.

Joy reigns unconfined among the St.
Louis Cardinal fans, their favorites having
copped the world’s series by defeating
the New York Giants in the seventh game
Sunday.

All members of the Women'’s Civic
Club are urged to be present at a special
meeting of the organization to be held
next Wednesday afternoon at 2:30 at the
home of Mrs. Joseph Hersch, as urgent
and important businessis to be transacted
in connection with the club’s Hallowe’en
party arrangements.

Chas. Masten, an employee of the
Houser mill, was hurt yesterday while
working in the lumberyard, he being struck
heavily in the leg by a board.

75 years ago

Taken from SUN files of
October 12,1951

Hunting season opens on Monday of next
week and from all advance information it
appears that ranchers and farmers had bet-
ter lock up the cows and go to town for a few
days. Hunters started to arrive here as early
as the fore part of last week and are coming
in ever increasing numbers every day.

Archuleta County, in part, is a two deer
area, elk area and there are plenty of bears
here. With the reported fine hunting in
this area, a record crowd of hunters can
be expected.

A steer shown by Jean Macht at the
La Plata County Fair last week sold for 41
1/2¢ a pound and placed seventh in the
class in which it was entered. The 27 head
of 4-H steers sold to 35 buyers averaged
43¢ a pound.

Two cases of polio have been reported
in Pagosa Springs in the past six weeks,
according to Dr. McIntyre, head of the San
Juan Basin Health Unit. Dr. McIntyre stated
that there seemed to be no indications that
there was an epidemic of the dread disease
but emphasized that all residents would
be wise to take extra precautions to clean
up all garbage and destroy all flies in the
vicinity of their home.

50 years ago

Taken from SUN files of
October 14, 1976

It may be a hot election in Archuleta
County this year. There have been 182
voters register to vote since the primary
election registration cutoff.

Out of the number 97 registered as
unaffiliated, 50 as democrats, and 35 as
republicans. This brings the total number
of registered voters in Archuleta County to
1839, the largest in the history of the county.

General election this year is November
2 and there are several aspects of that elec-
tion that may be attracting the additional
voters. One, of course, is the two races for
county commissioner in Archuleta County.
Another is the race for United States Con-
gressman, and the third is the large number
of proposed constitutional amendments.

In Archuleta County 1441 of the total reg-
istered votersreside in Precincts one and two.
Precinct 3, Chromo, has but 80 registered vot-
ers, precinct 4 at Arboles has 159 voters and
precinct 5 at the Piedra also has 159 voters.

25 years ago

Taken from SUN files of
October 11, 2001

“We’re maintaining heightened aware-
ness,” is how Russell Crowley, the Archuleta
County Director of Emergency Prepared-
ness, describes the county’s response to the
threat of local terroristic attacks.

“There isn’t much more was can do,”
Crowley said, “We don’t know what form
an attack will take, if it comes. We're pretty
much in a position of reacting, rather than
taking the initiative.”

Crowley’s county office is connected
with the Colorado Office of Emergency
Preparedness. If anything threatening
happens locally, Crowley will call the state
headquarters of the COEP. Officials there
will decide on an appropriate response.

Local citizens who observe unusual ac-
tivities that may be connected to terrorism
are urged by Crowley to call the Archuleta
County Sheriff or the Pagosa Springs Police
Department. Each incident will be evalu-
ated on an individual basis and aresponse
selected.

“Do not call 911,” Crowley said, “unless
the urgency is extreme. It won’t take many
calls to overload 911 phone lines. Use the
regular sheriff or police telephones.”
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Letters

Letters to the Editor are print-
ed as received and are not edited
for grammar or punctuation, but
may have been edited for content
or style.

Letters to the Editor are opin-
ions and information in them
has not been verified for ac-
curacy.

The opinions of letter writers
do not necessarily represent those
of the paper.

Support for 7B

Dear Editor:

Please take a minute and think
abouthow importantitis to keep our
healthcare local at Pagosa Springs
Medical Center. It's important to us
all. It means an ambulance comes
when we call 911 with a health emer-
gency or after an accident. Local care
means we drive fewer hours on the
road to get care, take less time away
from work and spend more time at
home with family and friends who
support us.

For someone receiving cancer
treatment, managing an ongoing
illness, or recovering from surgery,
traveling out of town for care is dif-
ficult. Each trip may require a family
member to take time off or to find
someone to care for children, and
winter weather can often make this
situation even harder.

I support Upper San Juan Health
Service District Ballot Issue 7B be-
cause it’s for my family, for yours
and for everyone in this community
who counts on PSMC for care. A yes
vote does not raise taxes. I'll say that
again, a yes vote doesn'’t raise your
taxes one cent, itjustlets our hospital
continue to use the all the money it
collects to benefit us all. And this is
no change, our voters approved this
in 2006, again in 2016, and we need
to approve it again.

The value of our hospital reaches
far beyond its walls, it’s valuable to
every person in our community.

Please join me in voting yes on
Ballot Issue 7B to keep our health-
care local.

Sincerely,
Kate Alfred

More than a
building
Dear Editor:

‘Tis the season of costumes and
campaigns. As Vote yes on 5A signs
appear across Pagosa, campaign sea-
son has a way of dressing a compli-
cated decision in a simple slogan. The
promise of a beautiful new school is
powerful. We all want inspiring class-
rooms for our children and wonderful
spaces for our teachers. But the ques-
tion before us is not, “Do you support
our schools?” It is, “Is this the right
plan for our children and our town?”
A rendering can show us a building.
It cannot show us everything itleaves
outside the frame. A few weeks ago,
that question took on new meaning
as I drove west toward Durango. I
passed the stone sign thanking visi-
tors to Pagosa and inviting them to
return, then continued beyond it.
Farther down the highway, Ireached
the area where the district plans to
move our elementary and middle
school students. My heart sank. The
Vista Boulevard site west of town
would separate students from the
connected network of neighboring
schools, the library, the river, parks,
trails, athletic fields, and civic spaces
our community has spent genera-
tions building for them. For families
across our community, separation
would mean more driving, more
scheduling, and more childhood
spent in cars. Right now, elementary
students walk to the library. Middle
school PE classes walk along the San
Juan River. Imagine what it gives a
child to step outside during an ordi-
nary school day, move beside living
water, breathe fresh air, and laugh
with friends. Perhapsitis the season,
but lately I have imagined the voices
of Pagosa’s past, present, and future.

I hear those who wrote grants, built
parks, created accessible pathways,
and connected these places for our
children. I hear the present asking us
to pay attention. And I imagine future
children asking us to protect this in-
heritance for them. We do notneed to
manufacture a magical learning en-
vironment from the ground up. Our
children already have one. A large
lot can hold an impressive building,
but it cannot recreate generations of
community investment or the con-
nections surrounding our schools
today. A no vote asks us to reimagine
our school buildings without sacrific-
ing what makes growing up in Pagosa
extraordinary. Our children will live
inside the choice we make today. My
hope is that they inherit more than a
new building. May they inherit the
river, the paths, the library, the parks,
and the feeling that they belong to a
community thatrecognized what was
precious and chose to protect it.
Cody Allione

Support for 7B

Dear Editor:

Supporting local healthcare can
be as simple as voting yes on Upper
San Juan Health Service District Bal-
lot Issue 7B.

Itdoes notraise taxes. It allows the
District to continue keeping and us-
ing the revenue it collects to support
Pagosa Springs Medical Center, as
voters have allowed both in 2006
and 2016.

This vote is about the people who
make up our community: our fami-
lies, friends, and neighbors. We dif-
fer in income, age, ethnicity, race,
personal beliefs, and physical abili-
ties. But every one of us may need
medical care.

Thatincludes happy people, mean
people, nice people, and cranky
people. It includes people we agree
with and people we don’t. Illness and
injury do not make those distinctions,
and access to local healthcare should
not depend on them either.

PSMC is here for our community
through ordinary appointments,
ongoing treatment, and some of life’s
hardest moments. Keeping health-
care close to home is something we
can support together, even when we
see other things differently.

Ballot Issue 7B offers a simple way
to do that without increasing taxes. A
yes vote continues an existing autho-
rization that helps support care for
the whole community.

Please join me in voting yes on 7B,
for our families, our friends, our
neighbors, and perhaps even the
cranky person we might become
when we’re having a bad day.

Sincerely,
Ashley Bridges
Not a moment to
celebrate
Dear Editor:

What??? Now the Department of
Defense is planning to live stream
a military execution?? Have we de-
volved into blood lusting barbarism,
cheering on public executions? Have
we not deplored public executions in
Iran and other places? Are we going
toinvite our children into the room to
watch the show in living color?

I thought we were better people. I
thought we were the ones who were
supposed to display humanity and
decency to the rest of the world. This
is not a moment to celebrate.

Jean Broderick

Opposition to Jeff
Hurd

Dear Editor:

Coloradans are deeply saddened
by the ongoing violence in the Middle
East. We feel particularly concerned
when it is American weapons, sup-
plied by American taxpayers, that
are blowing up hospitals, clinics and
schools.

Our Congressman, Jeff Hurd, is
supporting legislation that can only
make things worse. He strongly favors
yet another weapons package for
Israel, this time to the tune of $2.8
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Letters

The SUN welcomes letters from
readers.

Please submit your letter electronically
in a format that can be copied and
pasted to editor@pagosasun.com

or via the form at www.PagosaSUN.
com. Letters must not be in all
capitals.

All letters must:

» be 500 words or less

e include the actual first and last
name of the author

e include the author’s address and
daytime phone number

¢ be received by The SUN by noon on
Tuesday (deadline may move up due
to a holiday)

Letters will be limited to two per
month per letter writer.

Letters quoting other people must
contain proper attribution.

Letters from letter-writing campaigns
may not be printed.

There is no guarantee letters will be
published.

Poetry, anonymous letters, letters
that are libelous or in poor taste,
or that attack a private citizen or
business will not be published.

Ifnecessary, only one letter pertaining
to a candidate or political issue will
be printed in each edition up to three
editions prior to the election.

The SUN generally does not edit letters,
but reserves the right to do so.

billion.

This very bad idea, promoted by
President Trump, includes 40,000
additional 2,000-pound bombs.

Congressman Hurd is also sup-
porting legislation that would perma-
nently merge the American military
weapons pipeline with Israel’s, estab-
lishing a Pentagon office specifically
designed to make this happen. This
unprecedented merger would not
require a yearly vote like foreign aid
does. It would be permanent.

The United States-Israel Defense
Technology Cooperation Initiative
is intended to “expand and acceler-
ate bilateral defense technology
research, integration, and industrial
cooperation” between the United
States and Israel. This “Initiative”
would be led by an “executive agent”
appointed by Pete Hegseth. No other
country has this kind of privilege with
the U.S. military.

Jeff Hurd is supporting and pro-
moting such legislation, while ac-
ceptinglarge campaign contributions
from the Israel lobby.

Putting this massive arsenal in the
hands of people like the currentlead-
ers of Israel is an invitation to death
and destruction. The people of the
Third Congressional District should
not be represented in Congress by
someone who is actively promoting
such measures.

Sincerely
Luke Danielson
Gunnison, Colo.

Support for 5A

Dear Editor:

Much has been written in the last
few weeks, both in support of and
against 5A and the building of a new
K-8 school. The major issues seem to
be the location, the cost and need for
anewbuilding, and what makes qual-
ity education. As alongtime educator
at Pagosa Springs High School and a
40-year resident of Pagosa, I'd like to
offer my perspectives on these issues.

The uptown location offers many
advantages over the downtown
location. It is a large open area that
will require far less ground work
and thus be less expensive than the
site near the high school. Instead
of losing playing fields, we will add
athletic fields and a track. In addition,
the majority of the district’s student
population (roughly 65%) live west
of HWY 160 and placing a school out
there will create far less traffic in the

H See Letters A4

Photo courtesy Colorado Department of Transportation

The traffic switch was completed early this week on the east end of the project. Motorists are driving
on the south side of U.S. 160 while work continues on the north side.

U.S. 160 reconstruction information

Week of Oct. 19-24

Work activity

Note: The forecast continues to call for inclement
weather; all project work is weather dependent.
Crews may work consistent weekends, especially
when work cannot be completed during the week-
days due to inclement weather.

o 1st Street intersection and 100 block: 1st Street
is reduced to one lane alternating in each direction
for planned utility work and paving operations. This
reduction will be seven days a week, 24 hours per
day until work is completed. Crews will work around
the rain forecasted to finish paving the north side of
the intersection in order to reopen both travel lanes.

« 5th Street intersection: The 5th Street intersec-
tion is scheduled to be closed Monday, Oct. 19. The
Town of Pagosa Springs is continuing geothermal
utility work for the coming week(s). Alternative
delivery access for businesses on 5th Street will be
through the old courthouse parking lot. Crews will
be continuing utility work at this location, as well as
planned asphalt paving operations as a part of the
Town of Pagosa Springs work.

o 7th Street intersection: Crews are prepping the
south side of the 7th Street intersection for paving
operations this week if weather permits. Please note
that pedestrians and vehicles should utilize 5th Street
and Lewis Street, and 8th Street as alternatives to
cross U.S. 160.

« 8th-10th streets : The south side of 8th through
10th streets is planned for milling operations and
asphalt pouring the week of Oct. 26.

e Harman Park and Piedra Road: Work continues
at this intersection, with work hours between 9 a.m.

and 3 p.m. daily. Crews are continuing to form and
pour sidewalks, with planned island demolition and
replacement in the coming week(s). We ask that
drivers slow down and please allow extra time to get
through the work zone.

» Pedestrian safety: Pedestrian crosswalks are
open at 2nd, 3rd, Hot Springs, mid-block at 4th,
Lewis, 6th and 8th. Our team continues to see pedes-
trians jaywalking and crossing at unsafe locations.
Our work zone is active in several locations and we
want to keep everyone safe. Please observe marked
crossing locations.

Harman Park and Piedra Road intersection

Safety benefits of this work includes pedestrian
safety upgrades and ADA accessibility improve-
ments. Enhancements to the Harman Park and
Piedra Road intersection will include:

» Removal of existing islands to be replaced with
expanded islands to include ADA-accessible ramps.

o Installation of new sidewalks north and south
of the intersection.

« Signal enhancements to include pedestrian
countdown lights and push buttons.

Stay informed and connect with the
project

« Call the projectinformation line: (970) 335-9230.

o Email the project team: Pagosal60reconstruc-
tion@gmail.com.

« Visit the project website: www.codot.gov/proj-
ects/us160pagosasprings.

» Subscribe to project updates: subscription.
cotrip.org.

Information provided by Colorado Department of Transportation
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already congested area around the
high school. Lastly, as a safety issue,
the district needs to move the Middle
and Elementary schools off the high-
way. There is much more traffic on
the highway than would ever have
been imagined when the buildings
were originally constructed, and in a
post-Columbine world, playgrounds
and building access are difficult
to secure in close proximity to the
highway. The uptown location is a
safer option.

Each year critical maintenance
needs and costs rise in our aging
Middle and Elementary schools.
Leaky roofs in both buildings and
significant recurring sewer prob-
lems at the Middle School are large
issues that need more than bandaid
remedies. The fact that many rooms
in both the Elementary and the 7-8
buildings have no windows make
them gloomy and restrict fresh air,
and both school cafeterias are too
small to accommodate areasonable
and efficient amount of students at
one time. No one wants an increase,
even a minimal one, in taxes, but
passing 5A now will give us a leg
up in obtaining a Best Grant, sav-
ing taxpayers 40% of the total cost.
We can continue to pour money
into recurring repairs, or we can
save money over the long game by
building now.

No one agrees more than I do that
superior education is the result of
high quality teaching. But teachers
and students will thrive and excel
best in a quality 21st century envi-
ronment and facility. We are blessed
to be part of an incredibly vibrant
community. We supportretirees who
enjoy theater, live music and many
recreational activities. We support
businesses and services that grow
and offer opportunities to both resi-
dents and tourists alike. We support
families, many of which are parented
by graduates of Archuleta School
District, and are dedicated to their
children’s health, mental well being,
safety, education and future—which
is also our future. As a community it
is our responsibility to ensure that it
grow and prosper. Let’s support our
entire community and vote yes on 5A.

Nancy Esterbrook

Support for
Dwayne Romero

Dear Editor:

Experience matters in our elected
representatives. Dwayne Romero
has the life experience and the work
experience to better represent us in
Washington than our present repre-
sentative, Jeffrey Hurd.

Romero was raised by a single
mother and knows what it is like to
struggle financially. At the age of 12,
he was folding laundry in their home
to help the family make ends meet.

After graduating from West Point,
he served in the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers, earning a Bronze Star dur-
ing the Persian Gulf War and graduat-
ing from Ranger School. Two of his
daughters have served in the military;
one is still on active duty. This expe-
rience makes him aware of both the
value of service and how important
it is to avoid military conflict unless
the safety of our country is at stake.

Romero was Colorado’s director
of economic development under Gov.
John Hickenlooper and runs his own
small property management com-
pany in Basalt. The Romero Group
employs about 120 people.

Romero served on the Aspen City
Council for two terms and on the
Aspen Board of Education, including
acting as BOE president.

One of his first goals in Congress
will be repealing the One Big Beau-
tiful Bill, which slashed Medicaid
funding, putting rural hospitals like
Pagosa Springs Medical Center at
financial risk of closing.

Our choice is clear. Elect a man
who knows how to build things, serve,
and get things done, or re-elect a
pleasant, but ineffectual former gas
and oil lawyer to Congress.

Lynn R. Frederick

Support for
Naomi Riess

Dear Editor:

Who's funding the candidates run-
ning to represent us in Southwest
Colorado?

Public campaign finance records
show 79% of Naomi Riess’s monetary
contributions came from contribu-
tors listing HD59 communities, com-
pared with just 21% for Katie Stewart.
Naomi received almost three times as
much local funding.

Naomi'’s backing comes primarily
from our neighbors, businesses and
county Republican parties. Most of
Stewart’s money came from Front
Range addresses, including political
committees.

How much influence should

groups outside our district have in
choosing our representative? These
aren’tlocal groups; these are Denver
PACs and lobbyist mouthpieces.

House District 59. Look beyond
the advertising and ask who’s pay-
ing for it.

IsupportNaomi Riess because she
haslived, worked and raised her fam-
ily here for decades. She understands
our rural communities and stands up
for Southwest Colorado.

Her campaign’s foundation is
grassroots. It’s real, and it’s here at
home. That matters.

Ken Fusco Sr.
Durango, Colo.

Support for 1A

Dear Editor:

I'm writing to express my support
for the proposed County lodging tax
increase because it represents a fair
and practical way to address the chal-
lenges created by our growing tourist
economy while investing in the ser-
vices our local community depends
on every day.

Importantly, the tax will be paid
almost entirely by tourists—not by
the people who live and work here
year-round. These visitors are an
important part of our economy but
also contribute to the wear and tear
on our roads and increase demand
on public safety and other govern-
ment services. It makes sense that
those who are visiting and using these
services should help contribute to
the rising cost of maintaining and
funding them.

The proposed revenues would be
directed toward three areas impor-
tant to our community: improving
County roads, strengthening public
safety and emergency dispatch, and
supporting childcare programs for
our local workforce. These are needed
investments in the basic infrastruc-
ture and services that allow our com-
munity to function—and that support
both residents and the businesses
that depend on good roads, public
safety response, and a reliable local
workforce.

And noteworthy, these funding
priorities did not come out of a vac-
uum. County officials identified these
areas after numerous community
forums and public input. Residents
shared their concerns and priorities,
and these spending areas emerged
from that local conversation.

Voters should be confident that
the revenues generated by the lodg-
ing tax are being directed toward
needs that our community itself
identified as important.

The more visitors use our roads
and public services, the more impor-
tant the need to implement a sustain-
able way to help pay for the additional
demands placed on our community.
This lodging tax allows us to do that
without putting an additional fund-
ing burden on local families and
year-round residents.

I encourage our community to
support the lodging tax increase by
voting yes on 1A.

Sincerely,
Longinos Gonzalez

Support for
Naomi Riess

Dear Editor:

Colorado is facing serious head-
winds. Our public schools are largely
failing, higher education isin decline,
property taxes are skyrocketing, and
TABOR - our last line of defense
against out-of-control spending - is
under continuous assault.

Strip away the noise, and a single
cause underlies it all: a lack of leg-
islative priority. When everything is
important, nothing is important. We
need legislators with real executive
experience - people who understand
the basics, set a limited number of
priorities, and move those priorities
forward.

This election, I am supporting
Naomi Riess for House District 59.
Her business background enables
her to see the big picture and focus on
the five or six issues that can mean-
ingfully improve life in Southwest
Colorado. We need clear progress
on economic development, educa-
tion, energy/environment, water,
and health (for a summary of our
economic problem see the two guest
editorials by R. Zalneraitis in The
Herald on May 29 and June 1). These
are the priorities that matter to me,
and I'm glad we have a candidate for
HD 59 who recognizes that.

Erik Goodwin
Durango, Colo.

Support for
Stewart, Weiser,
Romero

Dear Editor:

It's no surprise that the campaign
materials I receive from Republican
candidates use inflammatory lan-

guage and feature photos designed
to make the Democratic candidate
look unattractive. The GOP cannot
tout anything good it’s done; all it can
do is disparage their opponents. By
contrast, campaign materials I have
received from Katie Stewart describe
what she has done and intends to
continue doing for working families
in Colorado.

We now have a U.S. President who
has told a foreign country, one he
started an unprovoked, unauthor-
ized war with, to attack America!
This is truly unprecedented, but the
grifter’s supporters find a way to jus-
tify his words and actions. The local
Republican candidate for Colorado
Governor has just been cited for the
most egregious campaign finance
violations in Colorado state history,
and boasts that he has murdered
people. The Republican candidate for
Colorado’s state house doesn’t really
have a problem with selling off pub-
lic lands. And of course, our current
representative to U.S. Congress cast
the deciding vote that cut funding for
SNAP, Medicaid and health insurance
subsidies, while increasing the fed-
eral deficit. He will not do his job and
insist that war can only be decided by
Congress. He says things that sound
like he cares about us but votes only
to prop up the biggest traitor this
country has ever had as president: a
huge disappointment to say the least.
Luckily, we now have the opportunity
to vote him out.

(See letters by John Farley, Lee
Stopher, Lisa Tedder and Kelly Tuten
in the October 8 edition of The Pagosa
Springs Sun.)

It's no wonder the GOP is worried
that despite spending billions of dol-
lars, they could very well lose this
election. Let’s also remember the cur-
rent president is trying to buy votes
and is using our money to campaign.
Nixon must be rolling in his grave: if
only he knewwhat he could have got-
ten away with. Lying, cheating, bribes,
rape, murder: all of thatis OK with the
GOP. Please, let us all stop using the
word “conservative” to describe these
proud autocrats and plutocrats. There
is nothing “conservative” about ICE
murdering U.S. citizens, nor about a
president starting unauthorized wars
with former allies and trade partners,
and funneling taxpayer dollars into
his own pockets and those of his fam-
ily members.

Plenty of information is available
about candidates and the ballot ini-
tiatives. Don’t just vote party lines.
Don’t just vote the way your friends
or others tell you to. Do the research.
You are smart enough to discern facts
from lies. If you value democracy,
health care, education; if you live in
Colorado because you love our public
lands and healthy lifestyles; if you are
a patriot who loves America, vote to
re-elect Katie Stewart for Colorado
State House. Vote Phil Weiser for
Governor of Colorado. Vote Dwayne
Romero for U.S. House. Not because
I'm saying so: because these are
the candidates who will protect our
democracy.

Lisa Jensen

Support for
Romero, Stewart,

Clementi

Dear Editor:

Congressional candidate Dwayne
Romero is an Armyveteran and father
of soldiers. He lives the military value
“Leave no one behind.”

Romero is challenging Jeff Hurd.
Hurd has abandoned Coloradans to
support DC Republicans and their
wealthy patrons. If we send Romero
to Congress, he will not leave the
people of rural Colorado behind.

Hurd supported tax cuts for the
wealthy funded by healthcare cuts
for us. Don’t be fooled. Hurd voted
for Medicare changes to hit after this
election. Romero will work to secure
Medicare and rural hospitals.

Hurd won’t change course. He
voted five times against resolutions
to end the Iran war, standing by while
fuel prices climb on top of tariffs
(which are taxes on consumers).
Romero will push back on sense-
less policies that push up our cost
of living.

Hurd had his chance. He fell in
line on votes that sacrifice the well-
being of his constituents. Romero
will go to Congress focusing on SW
Colorado priorities: healthcare,
water, public lands, veterans, and
constituent service. He will not leave
us behind.

Katie Stewart has been watching
out for SW Colorado in Denver. She’s
not a strict party-line vote in the
Statehouse. She focuses on the needs
and rural culture of her district.

When the rules for affordable
housing grants didn’t work for
Archuleta County, Stewart authored
a successful bill to fix the problem.

From her position on the Health

& Human Services Committee, Stew-
artsponsored a bill to make prescrip-
tions for durable medical equipment
less burdensome. She fought big
pharma to protect compounding
pharmacies.

We benefit from legislators who
don’t just go along to get along. Vote
for Dwayne Romero and Katie Stew-
art to be strong voices for our priori-
ties in DC and Denver.

Barb Clementi is an educator. She
believes every student deserves ac-
cess to a solid education.

Clementi taught in Pueblo for 30
years. She served two terms on the
Pueblo District 60 Board of Educa-
tion and led the Colorado Association
of School Boards as president. She
understands how school financing
works in Colorado.

Clementi also values her fellow
educators. She represented Colorado
educators on the National Education
Association Board of Directors.

In this challenging time for public
education, we need a representa-
tive on the State Board of Education
who has a broad understanding of
education from the classroom to the
boardroom. That’s Barb Clementi.

Election dayis November 3. Please
take time to vote.

Candace Jones

Reflect on your

experiences

Dear Editor:

Pagosa Springs isn’t Anytown,
USA. We have something extraordi-
nary: the San Juan Mountains, the
San Juan River, the world’s deepest
geothermal hot spring, and an in-
credible collection of public spaces,
recreational opportunities, and com-
munity resources woven together in
the heart of our town. Our schools are
part of that connection.

Generations haven’t simply at-
tended school here; they've grown
up within a community.

When I first visited with my now-
husband in 2008, I fell in love.
Although he grew up here, he was
hesitant to return to small-town life.
Years in larger cities and the arrival
of our children changed his perspec-
tive. He wanted them to have the
childhood he had, and the lifelong
friendships that came with it. We
wanted less time in the car, living
within our community rather than
driving through it.

And right now, I get to watch that
childhood unfold.

My middle schooler is living his
best life right now. He has the free-
dom to walk from school, grab an
ice cream, skate to the skate park,
or head to the community center for
basketball. His younger brother can
meet him after school, and together
they can explore.

These aren’t insignificant conve-
niences. They're experiences that
foster independence, responsibility,
competence, friendships, and a sense
of belonging. They're part of learn-
ing how to navigate the world, make
decisions, and become capable, con-
tributing members of a community.

Isn’t that part of what we’re hop-
ing to accomplish in raising and
educating our children?

I struggle to accept that my two
youngest might not have those same
M See Letters A5
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opportunities.

The relocation proposed under
Ballot Measure 5A doesn’t sim-
ply change an address. It removes
students from this interconnected
environment to the outer reaches of
our community.

Instead of walking, they’ll depend
on buses, schedules, and someone
available to drive them. Indepen-
dence becomes transportation lo-
gistics. Spontaneous opportunities
become planned activities. Time
that could be spent participating in
their community becomes time spent
getting to it.

And we should ask ourselves what
that costs, because not every cost
can be measured in construction
estimates or tax dollars.

A recent LTE suggested concerns
aboutleaving downtown would soon
be forgotten. But we’ll know the
difference. Our children will know
where the river, parks, and activities
are and whether they can reach them
on their own.

Our children deserve excellent
schools, our teachers deserve mod-
ern facilities, and our community
should invest in education. But that
investment should reflect what we
value, not sacrifice something ir-
replaceable because another option
appears easier.

Before voting, L hope you'll reflect
onyour own experiences. Ifyou grew
up here, imagine your childhood
without that downtown connection.
If your children grew up here, think
about what they enjoyed. If you
moved here in search of something
different, something beyond the
congestion and separation of larger
communities, consider what drew
you here in the first place.

What kind of childhood do we
want future generations to experi-
ence? What are those opportunities
worth? Once we give them up, we
never truly get them back.

Abigail Karas
Hurd gets an ‘F’
Dear Editor:
Hi,

There is a new site where you can
see how congress voted.

https://morethanjustparks.com/
congressional-public-lands-score/

https://morethanjustparks.com/
congressional-public-lands-
score/#member=Hurd

Hurd gets an “F”. Hurd voted
against public lands on 18 of 18
scored votes. Feel he should be called
out on his dismal support of lands.
He is a horrible representative for
Colorado.

Thank you for sharing this with
your readership so people will think
twice about voting for him.

Debby Kruzic

Support for 5A

Dear Editor:

As a member of the Archuleta
School District 50 JT Board of Edu-
cation, I want to address concerns
regarding the proposed new K-8
school. These are my personal views,
not those of the Board.

The need for a new school is not
based on future growth. Our schools
are already overcrowded and inad-
equate for today’s students.

Several years ago, overcrowding
forced the district to move fifth-
and sixth-grade students from the
elementary school into a building
now 102 years old. The overcrowding
remains.

Our elementary school is 58 years
old, the seventh- and eighth-grade
buildingis 72 years old, and the fifth-
and sixth-grade building is 102 years
old. Additions provided classrooms
but no corresponding expansion of
cafeterias, kitchens, libraries, rest-
rooms, or other essential facilities.
Many older classrooms lost their
windows during renovations.

The consequences are evident
every day.

Middle school students must cross
Highway 160 to use athletic fields
generously provided by the Town of
Pagosa Springs. When those fields
are needed for community events,
the school must make other arrange-
ments.

At the middle school, cafeteria
space is so limited that most stu-
dents eat outside, even during win-
ter weather. The elementary school
requires four lunch periods because
its cafeteria accommodates only one
grade at a time.

These are today’s problems, not
predictions about tomorrow.

Some argue that our buildings are
“good enough.” But at what point
should we expect our schools to meet
modern educational, building, and
safety standards?

Modern schools provide better
ventilation, natural lighting, im-
proved safety, and flexible learning
spaces. Our buildings have received

no meaningful modernization this
century. Our teachers do remark-
able work despite these limitations.
Imagine what they could accomplish
in facilities designed for today’s edu-
cational needs.

Others suggest abandoning con-
struction and using the money for
teacher salaries. However, school
construction funding and operating
funds are different. Voters approved
making the Mill Levy Override per-
manent to support staff compensa-
tion and School Resource Officers.
Not building a school would not
create additional operating funds
for salaries.

In fact, a new school is projected
to save approximately $600,000 annu-
ally in maintenance and utility costs,
potentially freeing resources for staff
compensation.

Taxpayers deserve answers about
costs, enrollment, and funding. These
questions have been addressed at
numerous public meetings and pre-
sentations. Information, including
projected tax impacts, the district’s
BEST Grant application, and own-
ership of the proposed Vista site, is
available at www.citizensforasd.org.

Iencourage residents to review the
information and ask questions. Re-
sponsible decisions require accurate
facts.

For generations, Archuleta County
residents have benefited from schools
built by those who came before us.
Those buildings have served our
community for decades. Now we
must consider what we will provide
for future generations.

Our children should not have to
wait for future growth to justify better
schools. The need exists today.

The question is not whether our
aging buildings are “good enough.” It
is whether we are willing to provide
the safe, healthy, modern learning
environment our students and teach-
ers deserve.

Respectfully,
Butch Mackey

Russian diesel

Dear Editor:

“Rozliuchenyi” is a word in the
Ukrainian language meaning “very
irritated” or “seething with rage or
anger.

‘Rozliuchenyi’ describes how
Ukrainians are feeling since the
Trump administration announced a
decision to allow Russia to sell mil-
lions of tons of diesel fuel to American
and global markets, and to issue a
sanctions waiver license to make it
happen.

Every ton of diesel Russia sells
funds the war machine that bombs
Ukrainian cities, homes, schools, and
hospitals every night.

Polls consistently show that an
overwhelming majority of Americans
support strengthening sanctions
against Moscow. Enabling Russia
to export oil makes a mockery of
American values, American interests,
and the clearly expressed will of the
American public.

Sanctionsrelief given without any
Russian concession on a ceasefire
sends the wrong signal to Moscow
and to every ally watching how
America keeps its commitments.

The diesel deal is also illegal. The
Ending Importation of Russian Oil
Act (Public Law 117-109) bans Rus-
sian energy imports until Russia
withdraws its invasion force and
ceases hostilities on terms acceptable
to Ukraine, followed by a 90-day con-
gressional review. The accompanying
sanctions waiver defies the Sanction-
ing Russia and Iran Act, passed only
weeks ago.

Congress cannot stand by while its
laws are disregarded and Putin is re-
warded for aggression. Contact your
senators and representative and de-
mand that they publicly oppose this
deal, insist on the withdrawal of the
sanctions waiver, enforce the End-
ing Importation of Russian Oil Act,
and reject any pressure on Ukraine
to accept a unilateral halt to refinery
strikes. America must stand with
those defending freedom, not those
destroying it.

Neonila Martyniuk
Montrose, Colo.

Opposition to
ballot measures

Dear Editor:

Greg Heid (letter, Pagosa Sun
10/18/26) expresses my views com-
pletely. I would just like to add one
other fact to his. According to PEW
research the ACT scores have been in
steady decline since 1995. The aver-
age ACT score in 1995 was 20.8 out
of 36, in 2023 the score was 19.5 out
of 36. Public education is broken and
needs to be fixed and more money
is not the answer. Why keep hand-
ing out money for poorer results?
Studies show non-public schools
give the kids a better education for
less money. If public schools did

their job, private schools would not
exist. Proposition N N would also
circumvent “TABOR” and that law is
the best thing to happen to Colo. One
other election thought: if you believe
all the negative ads put forth by the
candidates, none of them are worthy
of the public trust.

John Meyer

Support for

Naomi Riess

Dear Editor:

An election should help us evalu-
ate competing ideas. The misleading
attacks on Naomi Riess make that
harder.

Selective quotes and remarks
stripped of context leave voters with
an incomplete picture. Naomi de-
serves the opportunity to respond.
And we deserve the truth.

I'm tired of attacks coming from
outside our district while the issues
affecting our daily lives receive too
little attention.

Katie Stewart says she supports
affordability. Yet she voted to keep
overtime taxable in Colorado and
to tax software downloads. Those
decisions are real and add costs for
everyday people.

To me, Katie’s record looks too
much like rubber-stamping the
agenda of her colleagues in Denver.
Southwest Colorado needs someone
willing to stand up and challenge
those policies on our behalf.

Naomi brings decades ofland-use
experience and community involve-
ment. She understands that hous-
ing policy must account for water,
infrastructure, essential services
and working families’ ability to buy
a home. She recognizes that rural
health care involves distances and
challenges easily overlooked at the
Capitol.

I'support NaomibecauseIbelieve
she will bring practical judgment and
an independent local voice to the
Legislature.

Voters deserve an honest debate.
Examine Stewart’s actual voting re-
cord. Hear directly from Naomi about
her positions and statements. Com-
pare their approaches to our needs.

Our representative should answer
to Southwest Colorado. I believe
Naomi Riess will.

Jason Mietchen
Durango, Colo.

Donations

Dear Editor:

I'was truly saddened by watching
the number of items going into the
local donation bin that should have

-

PSMC Neurology
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Meet Dr. Arturo Montafio, PSMC’s new full-time neurologist,
and join us for his presentation of services he provides.
A question and answer session will follow. Light refreshments will be served.

Arturo Montano, MD

Friday, October 23rd | Noon-1pm
PSMC Board Room e« 95 S. Pagosa Boulevard

First-Class Care Close To Home
\ 970.731.3700 | 95 S. Pagosa Blvd | pagosaspringsmedicalcenter.org

J
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Letters

M Continued from A5
been been sent to a trash dumpster

These local folks helping were
there ready to help...not sort through
your personal trash!!!

We ...as a family...have person-
ally...gone through many items...and
truly want to make sure these items
will be utilized by many locals!

I so appreciate these locals who
have been here to help ourlocals find
personal supplies...not those who are
looking for personal trash removal!!!

Pam Miller

Support for 5A
Dear Editor:

I have never had children of my
own, but I am voting “Yes” on Ballot
Issue 5A.

The children growing up in Pagosa
Springs today are our future. They,
along with our teachers and staff,
deserve a safe, healthy environment
where everyone can thrive.

Right now, our school facilities
face over $88 million in documented
deficiencies. Beyond urgent struc-
tural repairs, our aging buildings
carry serious environmental risks like
confirmed asbestos and legacy lead
plumbing—contaminants proven to
cause developmental delays, respira-
tory damage, and cancer. Atthe mid-
dle school, carpet cannotbe replaced
without full asbestos mitigation.

Ballot Issue 5A gives our commu-
nity a sensible path forward. It builds
a combined PK-8 campus on district-
owned land, modernizes safety
systems, and puts athletic fields
on-site. These are standard features
schools across the country take for
granted. Just because we are a rural
town doesn’t mean our kids and staff
should settle for less.

Most importantly, 5A unlocks an
estimated $50 million state BEST
grant—covering roughly 40% of
the project with funds that would
otherwise go elsewhere. If the grant
isn’t awarded, no bonds are issued,
and our taxes do not increase. For
homeowners, the estimated cost is
just $5.15 a month per $100,000 of
actual home value. This is a small
price to pay for safety, health, and
education.

Please invest in our kids, our edu-
cators, and our future. Vote “Yes”

on 5A.
Sincerely,
Paula Jo Miller
Support for 7B, 5A

Dear Editor:

Our gorgeous mountains readily
draw people to Pagosa, but two build-
ings decide whether families stay: the
one that keeps us healthy and the
one that helps our kids thrive. This
November, we can secure both.

As a physician at Pagosa Springs
Medical Center, I write as a private
citizen, these views are my own.

Healthy communities depend on
care close to home: emergency re-
sponse in minutes, appointments
that fit into a workday, and clinicians
who know our community. Ballot
Issue 7B protects this without rais-
ing taxes. It simply lets our hospital
district keep the revenue it already
collects, including grants.

Independent and locally run, we
rely on those grants and donations
for ambulances, equipment, and
services. Without them, we would
step back from today’s care and lose
the chance to build tomorrow’s. A
“no” vote would not return a dol-
lar to taxpayers. It would only put
grants, and the care they pay for,
atrisk.

Ballot Issue 5A is the other half of
a healthy community. Children
learn best in spaces that are bright,
safe, and built for learning, and
too many of ours are old, short on
natural light, poorly ventilated, and
stressful at drop-off and pick-up. A
new PK-8 school on district-owned
land, with a possible $50 million state
grant, would give children a modern,
healthy place to learn. 5A also funds
much needed upgrades at Pagosa
Peak Open School, our fabulous
public charter.

The return on this investment
begins the moment we commit, and
it benefits everyone. I have seen
qualified professionals choose other
communities in part because of what
our schools offer their children. Every
person we recruit and keep becomes
aneighborworking with the rest of us.
This is both a community well-being
issue and an economic one.

The mountains bring visitors.
Strong healthcare and schools build
aresilienthometown. We all deserve
that.

Election Day, November 3, is also
my birthday, and mywish is a healthy,
thriving Pagosa. Please make it come
true with a yes on both 7B and 5A!
Ballots must be received by 7p.m.

Sincerely,
Dr. Corinne Reed

Support for ballot

measures

Dear Editor:

As another election approaches, I
find myself revisiting the past, pon-
dering the present, and praying for
the future. As I discern which box
to check, I turn my mind and heart
towards my Christian upbringing. In
putting politics on the back burner
and putting God in the forefront, the
Devil’s strategy to take hold of Colo-
rado becomes crystal clear.

Unlike God who does not make
mistakes and has no reason to lie,
the Devil’s objective against fami-
lies is threefold: Deceive. Distract.
Destroy. A perfect example of the
Devil’s handiwork is Amendment
79, which enshrined abortion into
our State Constitution in 2024. As
a result, women can legally abort
their baby through all nine months
of pregnancy, void of restrictions or
term limits, with the option of using
public funding to cover expenses. But
the Devil’s manipulation doesn’t stop
there, as Colorado also allows chil-
dren under the age of 18 to undergo
surgeries to change their biological
characteristics.

No matter how it is dissected, the
Devil is orchestrating a lethal game
where the lives and innocence of
children are at stake. Who else could
convince many Coloradans to ap-
prove the killing of unborn children,
to eliminate the differences between
male and female, and to minimize the
role of those trafficking children for
sexual servitude? The consequences
of misleading and harming children,
as Jesus warns in Matthew 18:6, are
severe and must be taken seriously.

In the upcoming 2026 election we
have three opportunities to get back
on track to protecting children. As
Colorado voters, regardless of politi-
cal or religious affiliations, we need
to stop the chaos and reset history to
allow the next generation a chance
to flourish. As we decern which box
to check, let’s not forget that we have
free will to choose good over evil. In
the future we can join forces to ulti-
mately overturn Amendment 79, but
meanwhile let’s start by voting yes on
Propositions 133, 134, and 135.

Shanna Robb

Support for 5A

Dear Editor:

Strong public school systems have
long been the backbone of our coun-
try. Joni and I are both the product
of public school educations, from K
through 16. Our mothers were both
educators in public school systems
who devoted their careers to nurtur-
ing future generations through public
education. Pagosa Springs has pros-
pered because our children received
great public educations.

For the last 15 years, Joni and I
have been privileged to watch many
of our community’s children grow
up in our restaurant. We have ex-
perienced their well-rounded per-
sonalities, amazing emerging skills,
and enthusiasm for learning as they
took part-time jobs in our restaurant
and in so many other businesses
in town. We have all been enriched

by knowing them; watching them
graduate from high school, go to col-
lege, a trade school, or learn a valu-
able career skill right here. Whether
those wonderful young adults stay in
Pagosa to start a family or not- each
of us is richer having shared their
formative years with them.

It is time for our community to
reach forward and meet a critical mo-
ment in our everyday lives: updating
the facilities for this and coming gen-
erations of K-8 students. Our present
two campuses are old, worn out, and
in locations that no longer work for
our community. It doesn’t take but
a moment’s reflection to know that
our middle school is in the wrong
location, horribly outdated and
unsafe for our children. Wasting tax-
payer dollars trying to solve insoluble
problems with that facility isn’t the
answer; responsible citizenship is.

Nancy Ray’s excellent letter to the
editor (September 17) supporting
5A clearly states the problem, the
opportunity presented now and our
choice. Lets make the decision that
will make us proud- on election day
and for generations to come. Please
join us and vote YES on 5A.

Joni and Marty Rose

Support for
Naomi Riess

Dear Editor:

Wake up, Colorado. How much
more are we willing to take?

Our small towns are feeling the
squeeze. Families are struggling to
keep up. Small businesses are trying
to survive. And too often, the answer
from Denver is more government,
more taxes, fees, and less say for the
people who actually live here.

I'mtired of it. T oppose the socialist
direction I see in Colorado politics,
and I'm tired of watching rural com-
munities get pulled along by an
agenda that doesn’t fit our lives.

Now we have outside groups try-
ing to influence our local elections
with attack ads. Why are they so
interested in Montezuma’s county
commissioner races?

And our Southwest Colorado
House seat? What do they want, and
why should we let their advertising
drown out our own neighbors?

We need to pay attention. Follow
the money. Question the ads. Look at
the candidates’ records.

I'm voting for Naomi Riess be-
cause she knows this community.
She has spent decades raising her
family here, volunteering and helping
people navigate land-use and devel-
opment projects. She understands
that decisions made in Denver have
real consequences for families, farm-
ers and small businesses backhome.

We need someone who will stand
up for Southwest Colorado and chal-
lenge policies that make our lives
harder.

And Democrats who are frustrated
with their own party: you don’t have
to keep voting for a direction you dis-
agree with. Nobody owes a political
party their vote.

Enough is enough. I want less
government overreach, responsible
spending and our local voice back.

VOTE YES FOR

PSMC EMS and Hospital

Vote for common sense. Vote for
Naomi Riess.

Dale Ruggles

Bayfield, Colo.

Support for 5A

Dear Editor:

I offer a response to two Letters to
the Editor last week, opposing Bal-
lot 5A.

We absolutely need a school as an
“integrated part of our community”
and want our students (and others)
to have “pride in their schools and
in the community they call home.”
The Pagosa Springs community is
the entire community, not just the
Town limits, but all of Archuleta
County. Educational, outdoor, and
civicresources and kid-friendly busi-
nesses exist uptown and downtown
alike, and more students will be able
to walk and bike to school at the
uptown location, since 67% of the
current student population lives west
of Piedra Road.

Kudos to Mrs. Vilhauer and her
career as a passionate and dedicated
teacher in challenging school set-
tings. Parents desire teachers with
this level of commitment and abil-
ity. Imperfect buildings can hinder
learning, like some of the features in
our elementary and middle schools:
windowless classrooms, improper
ventilation and temperatures, the
smell of sewage, spaces that disabled
students cannot access, and roof
leaks. Modern buildings invite kids to
want to be at school and inspire the
love of learning as spaces are multi-
functional and adaptive for a variety
of uses like allowing student gather-
ings, collaborative learning, creative
exploration, enhanced physical ac-
tivities, and provide green play areas
and outdoor fields.

Additionally, the two schools are
situated on Highway 160 which poses
an extreme safety concern, and while
front door access has been improved
inrecentyears, it does not meet mod-
ern standards.

Bill Hudson calls the $88 million
figure “disinformation.” The profes-
sional assessment of ASD facilitates
from RTA Architects has every de-
ficiency documented, prioritized,
and priced. This information can be
found on the ASD and RTA websites.
What Hudson disputes is a different
RTA figure, the $29 million Urgent
Tier, which is a separate argument
he’s entitled to make. Calling a cor-
rectly cited, fully sourced total dollar
amount “disinformation’, because
it isn’t the number he prefers, is the
kind of claim that doesn’t survive five
minutes with the source document.
I'd encourage every voter to spend
those five minutes.

Voters, please be informed. Visit
www.CitizensForASD.org and sup-
portour community that values edu-
cation for this and future generations.

Lisa Scott

Support for 7B

Dear Editor:

I believe in making responsible
financial decisions for our commu-
nity, which is why I support Upper
San Juan Health Service District
M See Letters A7

Where does PSMC's money come from to buy

new ambulances and equipment come from?

More than 90% of PSMC'’s annual revenues come from payments for medical services,
while less than 10% comes from taxes and governmental grants.

Why your YES vote is important

Pagosa Springs Medical Center is operated by the
Upper San Juan Health Service District. The ballot
question asks voters to let the District continue
keeping and using its revenues for EMS,

hospital, and outpatient care without
raising taxes. We're asking people
to vote YES on 7B on November 3 to
keep our healthcare local and strong.

PAID FOR BY THE BALLOT ISSUES COMMITTEE FOR PAGOSA MEDICAL. REGISTERED AGENT: JODI SCARPA.

Saturday, Oct 24 starting at 9:30am

Horse-Drawn Ride to 4 unique coffee & brunch

stations crafted by Pagosa Roasters & Pagosa Pasty Co
Live music with Ron Lowe

$95 adults, $65 children 3-16, free under 3

Advanced Reservations at:
BuckaroosRides.com or (720) 231-5424

700 Honey Bee Place e Pagosa Springs

fVote YESon 5A

tobutdanaw PK-8 School

Why

Now?
Waiting Costs More

« 2011 voters considered a $49M bond to build a new school.

- Today, estimated project cost is $129M

« BEST grant is opportunity for $50M grant to put toward the
project cost

« Waiting has never made it cheaper. Building costs have
risen every year since, and the district's documented
repair list grows about 8 percent a year.

« ASD will reapply for BEST grant in spring 2027 and will
require a local match which is bond funding from taxpayers.

» Taxes will not increase until the BEST grant is received.

Ballots are arl:iving
in the mail

Ballots due back by Nov. 3

Ballot Issue 5A includes funding for Pagosa Peak Open
School, our public charter school, to update and equip its
facilities.

Approximately $1.7 million will be used to convert the
school’s warehouse space into learning space and replace its
aging HVAC fan coils.

Go to: CitizensforASD.org

for FACTS and INFO about this ballot measure

and be an INFORMED and EDUCATED VOTER

Paid for by Citizens for ASD, Lisa Scott, Campaign Manager
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Septic
H Continued from front

ing that most of the increase is likely
contributed to alack of documentation
with previous cases.

Green mentioned that there was
“just not a lot of documentation for
them in the software that we use prior
to when I started”

She explained that the Water Qual-
ity Department transitioned to using
the state’s checklist for wastewater
treatment system designs, and that
previously the department was using
a “jimmy-rigged” list.

She noted that the state’s checklist
has allowed the department to be “a
lot more clear”

Green also noted that the county is
currently working on defining its en-
forcement process concerning viola-
tions related to septic systems.

BoH member and Commissioner
Warren Brown asked if the increase
in code enforcement cases were spe-
cifically water quality code cases, with
Green indicating yes, but reiterating
that the documentation prior to her
arrival “was less than stellar”

Green then began discussing the
transfer-of-title inspection require-
ment, noting that it’s “one of the most
effective tools to protect public health
and groundwater. Septic systems have
a finite lifespan. Even without obvious
failures, declining soil treatment from

Al

biomass accumulation causes slower
percolation and can allowinadequate-
ly treated water to reach groundwater”

Green explained that the inspection
ensures the condition of the system is
evaluated at the point of a property
title being transferred, “which prevents
failing systems from being sold without
disclosure of risk””

She also explained that it provides
oversight with higher-risk properties
through existing exemptions, adding
that the state does not define what
exemptions are possible and that the
county can adjust those exemptions
to meet its needs.

“There’s alot of flexibility with what
we can do,” she said.

Green “strongly” recommended
that the BoH keep the transfer-of-title
program, noting that there is a $115
permit cost associated with the pro-
gram.

She added that if the BoH chooses
not to keep the program, there would
be a risk that failing systems could be
transferred to new property owners
without knowing there is an issue.

Public Health Executive Director
Ashley Wilson asked if a system is
identified as failing during the inspec-
tion and the purchaser still wishes to
buy the property, if they would be able
todo so.

Green indicated that it is still a pos-

sibility.

Wilson clarified that the transfer-of-
title program simply states whether the
septic system is functioning or failing,
and does not inhibit the sale of the
property.

Green noted that constituents can
also apply for an “agreement to repair”
that lets the new property owner sign
a document stating they're aware that
noinspection has taken place, and that
any repair costs would be the buyer’s
responsibility.

“And it still does have to get in-
spected,” Green said, explaining the
repair agreement would be used in
cases when it is not possible to inspect
the system at the time of purchase.

In response to another question
from Wilson, Green explained that if
a property sale goes through and the
owner has not applied for a repair
permit on a failing system, the county
would then reach out to the property
owners, “and if theyrefuse to doiit, then
we start a code case, and so then we
start the enforcement process.”

Brown then commented that he
had received a letter from an inspec-
tor in the community that indicated
that that individual had performed
26 inspections in the county and 13 of
those came back as failing, askingwhat
the “benefit” is of having the transfer-
of-title inspection program.

Letters

“Because I don’t think we should
worry about employing local folks at
the cost of keeping, or introducing, a
governmental requirement,” he said.

Brown noted that the county does
not require an inspection for heating
and cooling systems or foundations
when properties are transferred, sug-
gesting that the condition of a septic
system is something the buyer and
seller should negotiate.

“I don’t know if we’re preventing
anything,” he added.

Green acknowledged Brown’s com-
ments about the county notinspecting
foundations or heating and cooling
systems, “but the problem is, this is a
publichealth concern. It's not just your
property that it affects, or your water
quality. It’s our entire community; it’s
your neighbors as well”

Green also commented that 13 of
26 inspections indicating failing sys-
tems “shows the need for this” pro-
gram.

Brown mentioned that radon test-
ingis also a health concern, but noted
the county does not require radon
inspections for property title transfers.

“My concern is that ... the govern-
mentis putting their nose in every facet
of our lives and, really, should we do
that? Or, should people be responsible
for their own lives?” Brown said, sug-
M See Septic A8

M Continued from A6
(Pagosa Springs Medical Center)
Ballot Issue 7B.

A yes vote does not raise taxes. It
continues Pagosa Springs Medical
Center’s existing authorization to
keep and use the revenue it collects to
support PSMC. Voters approved this
authority in 2006 and again in 2016.

One financial benefitis preserving
flexibility to accept grants. Grants can
help pay for facility improvements
and equipment that would otherwise
require more local resources. They
bring outside dollars into our com-
munity and help stretch the funding
available for local healthcare.

PSMC currently operates as a
governmental enterprise and is ex-
empt from TABOR limits. Without the
continued authorization provided
by 7B, PSMC could have to decline
orlimit future grant awards which
would impact EMS and hospital im-
provements.

Anovote would not generate a tax
refund. A yes vote keeps the existing
authorization in place without in-
creasing tax rateswhich makes better
use of available resources to keep our
healthcare local.

To me, this is a practical financial
decision: preserve access to outside
funding, support responsible plan-
ning, and keep existing healthcare
dollars working in our community.

Please vote YES on 7B.

Steve Wagoner

Public execution

Dear Editor:

The prospect of televising an ex-
ecution by firing squad as prime-time
entertainment raises an unsettling
question: Have we become so ac-
customed to violence that another
person’s death can be packaged as a
family spectacle?

Gather the children around the
television. Bring out the popcorn and
soft drinks. Invite Grandma. Settle
into the recliners to watch govern-
ment employees prepare to shoot a
restrained human being.

Imagine the educational opportu-
nities. Parents could explain the im-
portance of compassion and human
dignity while the government dem-
onstrates how easily those principles
can be set aside. Perhaps the adults
could even show the children where
the household firearms are stored.
Naturally, everything should remain
locked away. We wouldn’t want the
youngsters developing an unhealthy
fascination with violence while
watching a state-sponsored killing.

Networks could provide expert
commentary, celebrity interviews,
corporate sponsors, perhaps even
a halftime show. Then comes the
clifthanger:

“Don’t touch that dial! We'll be
right back after a brief message from
our sponsor—the United States Gov-
ernment. Coming up next: an exclu-
sive interview with our condemned
guest, featuring his final words. You
won’t want to miss a moment!”

Nothing celebrates family values
quite like commercializing death.

Beneath the absurdity is some-
thing profoundly disturbing. Turning
an execution into public entertain-
ment is grotesque and degrading.
I am not suggesting that convicted
criminals should escape punishment,
nor am I dismissing the suffering of
victims and their families. But when
punishment becomes entertainment,
justice risks becoming a spectacle of

cruelty.

What does it teach children when
the deliberate taking of a human life
is presented with popcorn and com-
mercial breaks? A civilized society
should be able to administer justice

without turning an execution into a
spectator sport.

Perhaps the most frightening part
is not the firing squad itself, but the
possibility that millions of Americans
might tune in. That prospect is more

stomach-turning than anything we
might see on the screen.

Enjoy the popcorn, children. Ap-
parently, civilization has left the
building.

Russ Widener

TRY SOME OF OUR DELICIOUS

7\

Prime Steaks
Seafood « Pastas « Subs
Wraps & Salads
Full Bar & Extensive Wine List
Homemade Key Lime Pie

"New Lunch
, —MENU— /

Eat b o Take Qub

Open Tue-Sat
11 am-9 pm

Call Today to Reserve
Our Private Gondola

970.398.2409

2151 Eagle Drive | cityhallcafe.co | 970.398.2409
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Snow

H Continued from front

the trade winds weaken, causing less
surface water to be pushed west across
the Pacific and leading to warmer
surface water temperatures in the
eastern Pacific near the U.S. and South
America.

These warmer temperatures and
the changes in atmospheric circulation
that they cause contribute to several
meteorological patterns in the U.S.,
Aleska indicated, including a south-
ward shift in the Pacific jet stream and
increased activity on this southern
storm track.

This pattern tends to benefit the
southwestern and southern U.S., he
stated, since the more southerly jet
stream and increased storm activity
along this track tends to bring more
precipitation to these areas.

In Colorado, this tends to have the
highest benefit for the southern por-
tion of the state, commented Aleska,
with the San Juan Mountains and
areas nearby often receiving increased
precipitation.

The impacts are more mixed in the
center and north of the state, he added,
with itbeing a coin flip whether El Nifio
will lead to significant precipitation
increases.

The strength of an El Nifo event is
determined by how far the Pacific
Ocean surface temperatures are above
average, he stated, with stronger El

Septic
H Continued from A7

gesting again that if he was buying a
property he would personally want the
septic system inspected to be a part of
negotiations.

He added thatheisunsureifitis the
government’s job to say, “Oh, by the
way, we're going to save you from
yourself,” especially if the program is
not a requirement by the state for the
county to have.

Green commented that the pro-
gram is not a state requirement, but
is a “highly recommended program.”

“We're pretty regulated in Archuleta
County,” Brown said, indicating thathe
understands some of those regulations,
but at some point it’s time to “draw a
line in the sand.”

Headded, “T'mjustnot sure that we
should be the vessel requiring this”

BoH member Stacey Foss com-
mented that the issue doesn’t feel
“black and white,” and that requiring
septic system inspections is not the
same as having a foundation inspected.

“It'snotablackand white conversa-
tion,” she said.

BoH member and Commissioner
Veronica Medina commented that
there are various reasons for a septic
system to fail an inspection, comment-
ingthatas areal estate agent she’sbeen
on “plenty of inspections,” and not
every failure is “catastrophic”

Inresponse to a question from Me-
dina, Green indicated the county has
had the transfer-of-title inspection
program since 2018.

Medina indicated that she would
tend to agree with Brown on the mat-
ter, stating, “I just don’t think that this
is something that we need to regulate”

BoH member Jessica Cox agreed
with Foss’ comments in regard to hav-
ing septic systems inspected being
different from having a foundation
inspected.

Green expressed concern that
people wouldn’tknow they're required
to repair failing septic systems, leading
to more code enforcement cases.

Medina offered more comments on
the matter, expressing concern about
the program generating more work for
the county when it is not required by
the state to do so.

“I just think that we are creating
more work for ourselves that’s not
required,” she said.

Medina also acknowledged the
public health concern, “but we have
a lot of people in our community that
know the process.”

She added, “It’s not like this process
isn’t already embedded in our com-

Renovation

H Continued from front
with the river corridor.”

He noted he thinks that this is “a
great opportunity to orient it towards
the river” and the Riverwalk trail
alongit.

Later in the meeting, O’Dell asked
for clarification on if the board would
like to see more orientation toward
the Riverwalk.

Pitcher responded, “I'd like to see
more orientation towards the river, if
you could negotiate that.”

During publiccomment, Jake Gar-
cia, who stated that he works for
the owner, added that “everything
proposed sounds great” and that he
“takes pride in helping to improve the
community.”

He added, “Hopefully, we will have
your blessing.”

When a motion was made to ap-
prove the sketch design for the build-

Nifio events being associated with
warmer temperatures.

This year may be one of the stron-
gest El Nino events on record, Aleska
stated, with temperatures in the Nifio
3.4 region in the central and eastern
equatorial Pacific currently already
surpassing the 2 degrees above average
threshold that defines a very strong or
super El Nifio and projected to con-
tinue rising.

However, Aleska commented thata
super El Nifio event is not a surefire
path to a heavy winter.

El Nino events like the one pro-
jected for this winter are rare, he stated,
with only three — in the winters of
1982-1983, 1997-1998 and 2015-2016
— in modern records.

Of these winters, Aleska explained
thatonly 1982-1983 resulted in awinter
with significantly more snow than av-
erage, while 1997-1998 and 2015-2016
both had average amounts of snow.

This makes projecting an outcome
from the current El Nifio event very
difficult, Aleska commented.

“The one thing we can hang our
head on is a more active storm track to
the south,” he said. “So, there’s potential
that we could see more snowy storms
that go down that way and more snow
for the southern mountains, in the San
Juans. But whether overall, the course
of the whole winter, whether that’s go-
ingto be above normal or near normal,

munity.”

Brown commented that the BoH
was not voting on the matter that day,
with Wilson explaining that staff will
summarize the board’s discussion and
bring back chances for the BoH to vote
on at a future meeting.

Property line setbacks
less than 10 feet

Green explained that the BoH also
needsto decideif the Archuleta County
Public Health Department should
determine whether or not reductions
in property line setbacks will be al-
lowed, or if that decision should stay
with the BoH.

Green mentioned that not a lot of
property line setback reductions are
received, mostly due to the average lot
size in the county.

Following brief discussion on the
matter, Brown indicated the “general
consensus” form the board wasto leave
that determination with the BoH.

Effluent filter
requirements

Green then explained that, under
Colorado’s Regulation 43, local public
health agencies may require filters to
be installed in all new septic system
installs or replacements.

“Currently, we have elected to re-
quire them in all new septic tanks,
or a repair where the septic tank is
replaced,” she said.

She noted that the filters typically
cost around $100 and are readily
available though multiple vendors for
constituents to purchase.

She also explained that the filters
are made to filter out particles from
getting into the soil treatment area,
“So your entire system will last longer”

Green recommended the county
keep this requirement, and the board
agreed.

Length of distribution
laterals

The last requirement Green pre-
sented dealtwith the length of distribu-
tion laterals allowed in septic system
designs.

She explained that, under the regu-
lation, the county could restrict lateral
distribution lengths to 100 feet or less
or, if the system is pressurized, up to
150 feet.

The BoH agreed on leaving the
requirement that would allow pres-
surized systems to have laterals up to
150 feet in length, and up to 100 feetin
non-pressurized systems.

clayton@pagosasun.com

ingand the final design for the parking
lot, it was seconded and approved
unanimously by the board.

However, the approval did come
with certain conditions thatwillneed
to be met when the applicant gets to
the nextstages of the approval process
of the application.

Some of those conditions include:

« Providing a survey depicting the
floodplain and providing a cost es-
timate for the building renovations.

o Submittal of an erosion-control
plan, as well as a grading and drain-
age plan.

« Providing landscaping and light
management plans.

Board member Mike Torres said,
“I'm glad that this building is getting
afacelift. It really needed a facelift.”

Ash added, “It’s a pretty unique
space.”

derek@pagosasun.com

that’s, um, flip a coin; it could go either
way in that regard.”

Shawn and Arleen Prochazka, re-
tired Air Force meteorologists who
run weather information nonprofit
Pagosa Weather and serve as NWS
Weather Ready Nation Ambassadors
for Archuleta County, added that a
stronger El Nifio event might be less
likely to bring a heavy winter than a
weaker event.

They explained that stronger El
Nifo events tend to shift the jet stream
and storm track farther south than
weaker El Nifio events, potentially
directing storms that would have hit
southwestern Colorado in a weaker
El Nifio year south into New Mexico
instead.

They added that the strength of the
El Nifo event may be reduced later
in the winter and spring by a cooling
pattern in the Pacific Decadal Oscilla-
tion (PDO).

They indicated that this is another
pattern of current turnover in the
Pacific that will, in its cooling pattern,
mitigate the ocean surface warming
caused by El Nifio, thus weakening it.

Since aweaker El Nifo is frequently
tied to greater precipitation in Colo-
rado, the cooling caused by the PDO
later in the winter will likely lead to in-
creasing precipitation, they indicated.

However, they added that there are
no cases of a cooling PDO occurring
at the same time as a strong El Nifio
eventin the available weather records,
making the outcome more difficult to
predict.

Aleska stated that, with the southern
storm track, south-facing mountain
slopes will likely have higher snow ac-
cumulations than north-facing ones
due to the typical storm flow patterns.

He added that the impacts of these
flow patterns are harder to predict at

lower elevations and in valleys, al-
though valleys with nearby southern
mountains like the Gunnison valley
may be shadowed from some storms.

In Pagosa, Shawn and Arleen Pro-
chazka predict that the El Nifio event
will likely cause the polar front jet
stream to move southward, leading
to colder-than-average temperatures.

Depending on the storm patterns,
they stated that these could be ideal
conditions for high snow accumula-
tions, since snow in cold conditions
tends to be drier but more abundant,
especially in the mountains.

However, they noted that snow
volumes are also unpredictable and
dependent on a number of factors.

The impacts of El Nifio also extend
beyond the winter, Aleska commented,
with southwestern Colorado already
experiencing some of them now and
likely to continue experiencing them
early next spring.

Aleska stated that the wet fall condi-
tions the area is currently experiencing
are a product of the El Nifio event and
that similar wet conditions are likely to
continue into March 2027, after which
forecasting suggests that the El Nifio
conditions will recede back toward
neutral.

He indicated that these wet fall and
spring conditions are typically easier
to predict than the winter impacts of
strong El Nifio events.

Aleska stated that these predictions
are panning out this fall, with Septem-
ber seeing significantly above-average
precipitation across the region and the
trend appearing likely to continue into
October.

For example, he explained that the
Automated Surface Observing System
at the airport in Durango recorded 6.2
inches of rainfall in September, above
the average rainfall of 2 inches.

“We are going into a period where
we're staying active, still gonna get
more moisture, and that could be the
result of the strong El Niflo because
they tend to see more of a wetter fall
and wetter spring during those strong
El Nifo events,” Aleska said.

However, Aleska and Shawn and
Arleen Prochazka cautioned that the
currentwet conditions and the histori-
cally strong E1Nifio are not a guarantee
of future winter weather.

“When you hear the term super El
Nino, you think like, ‘Oh, we're gonna
have a really good winter, really well
above normal snow,” said Aleska.
“But, you can’t with great certainty say
that just because we only have three
examples and only one of those three
was a major snow year, whereas the

other two were average.

“Just because it says super or it’s
strong doesn’t mean that it's gonna be
more intense. It just basically means
that you're gonna have warmer tem-
peratures in the ocean and a favored
storm track down south. So, it could
lead to more snow, but it’s not 100
percent certain that it would end up
happening”

Forecastingand further information
from the NWS Grand Junction office
can be accessed at www.weather.gov/
gjt/.

Pagosa Weather posts information
on its website, https://pagosaweather.
org/, and on the organization’s Face-
book page at www.facebook.com/
PagosaWeather.

Jjosh@pagosasun.com
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2026 Statewide Ballot Issues
The Colorado Constitution (Article V, Section 1(7.3)) requires the Colorado Legislative
Council to publish the ballot title and legal text of each statewide ballot measure. A
“YES/FOR” vote on any ballot issue is a vote in favor of changing current law or existing
circumstances, and a “NO/AGAINST” vote on any ballot issue is a vote against changing
current law or existing circumstances.

Amendment 81
Law Enforcement Communication with Federal Immigration Authorities

The ballot title below is a summary drafted by the professional staff of the offices of the secretary of state, the
attorney general, and the legal staff for the general assembly for ballot purposes only. The ballot title will not
appear in the Colorado constitution. The text of the measure that will appear in the Colorado constitution
below was drafted by the proponents of the initiative. The initiated measure is included on the ballot as a
proposed change to current law because the proponents gathered the required amount of petition signatures.
Ballot Title:
Shall there be an amendment to the Colorado Constitution requiring law enforcement to notify the
department of homeland security when a person is charged with either a violent crime or any crime if the
person has a prior felony conviction if law enforcement cannot determine that the person is lawfully present
in the United States?
Text of Measure:
Be it enacted by the People of the State of Colorado:
SECTION 1. In the constitution of the state of Colorado, add section 17 to article XVIII as follows:
Section 17. Notification requirements for felons and violent offenders unlawfully present in the United
States
(1) Definitions. As USED IN THIS SECTION, UNLESS THE CONTEXT OTHERWISE REQUIRES, “LAW
ENFORCEMENT” MEANS:
(a) A CERTIFIED PEACE OFFICER DESCRIBED IN LAW, WHO IS EMPLOYED BY A LAW ENEORCEMENT AGENCY;
(b) A CORRECTIONAL OFFICER; OR
(¢) AN ATTORNEY OR INVESTIGATOR WHO IS EMPLOYED BY A DISTRICT ATTORNEY.
(2) Requirement to notify upon charging. NOTWITHSTANDING ANY OTHER PROVISION OF COLORADO LAW,
LAW ENFORCEMENT SHALL NOTIFY THE FEDERAL DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY WITHIN SEVENTY-
TWO HOURS AFTER CHARGING THE PERSON WITH A CRIME IF:
(a) THE PERSON IS NOT LAWFULLY PRESENT IN THE UNITED STATES OR THE STATUS OF THE PERSON’S
LAWFUL PRESENCE IS UNKNOWN AFTER A REASONABLE ATTEMPT TO DETERMINE IT HAS BEEN MADE BY LAW
ENFORCEMENT; AND
(b) EITHER:
(I) THE PERSON IS CHARGED WITH A CRIME OF VIOLENCE AS DEFINED BY COLORADO STATUTE; OR
(IT) THE PERSON HAS BEEN CONVICTED OF A PRIOR FELONY.
(3) Reasonable effort required. LAW ENFORCEMENT HAS A DUTY TO MAKE A REASONABLE EFFORT TO
DETERMINE WHETHER A PERSON CHARGED WHO WOULD BE THE SUBJECT OF A NOTIFICATION UNDER THIS
SECTION IS LAWFULLY PRESENT IN THE UNITED STATES.

Amendment 82

Constitutional Right to Purchase and Sell Natural Gas

The ballot title below is a summary drafted by the professional staff of the offices of the secretary of state, the
attorney general, and the legal staff for the general assembly for ballot purposes only. The ballot title will not
appear in the Colorado constitution. The text of the measure that will appear in the Colorado constitution
below was drafted by the proponents of the initiative. The initiated measure is included on the ballot as a
proposed change to current law because the proponents gathered the required amount of petition signatures.
Ballot Title:
Shall there be an amendment to the Colorado Constitution creating new law granting the right for consumers
to purchase natural gas for cooking or heating in homes or businesses and for distributors and utilities to sell
natural gas to consumers?
Text of Measure:
Be it enacted by the People of the State of Colorado:
SECTION 1. In the constitution of the state of Colorado, add section 17 to article XVIII as follows:
Section 17. Right to natural gas.
(1) CONSUMERS HAVE THE RIGHT TO PURCHASE NATURAL GAS FOR COOKING OR HEATING IN HOMES OR
BUSINESSES THROUGHOUT THE STATE.
(2) DISTRIBUTORS AND UTILITIES HAVE THE RIGHT TO SELL NATURAL GAS FOR HOMES OR BUSINESSES.

Amendment 83

Constitutional Right to Hunt and Fish

The ballot title below is a summary drafted by the professional staff of the offices of the secretary of state, the
attorney general, and the legal staff for the general assembly for ballot purposes only. The ballot title will not
appear in the Colorado constitution. The text of the measure that will appear in the Colorado constitution
below was drafted by the proponents of the initiative. The initiated measure is included on the ballot as a
proposed change to current law because the proponents gathered the required amount of petition signatures.
Ballot Title:
Shall there be an amendment to the Colorado Constitution creating a constitutional right to hunt, fish, and
harvest fish and wildlife by traditional methods, including all species of fish and wildlife managed by the state
except non-game species, endangered species, or any species that is illegal to hunt under federal law, and, in
connection therewith, establishing hunting and fishing as the preferred means of managing fish and wildlife
populations; and preserving the right of the state to regulate hunting, fishing, and wildlife management if
necessary for sound scientific wildlife conservation and management, public safety, or to preserve the future
of hunting and fishing opportunities for all species?
Text of Measure:
Be it enacted by the People of the State of Colorado:
SECTION 1. In the constitution of the state of Colorado, add Section 13 to article XVIII as follows:
Section 13. Right to fish and hunt.
(1) THERE IS ESTABLISHED A RIGHT OF THE PEOPLE OF COLORADO TO HUNT, FISH, AND TAKE FISH AND
WILDLIFE. THE RIGHT INCLUDES HUNTING, FISHING, AND HARVESTING FISH AND WILDLIFE BY THE USE OF
TRADITIONAL METHODS. THE RIGHT APPLIES TO ALL SPECIES OF FISH AND WILDLIFE MANAGED BY THE
STATE EXCEPT NONGAME SPECIES, ENDANGERED SPECIES, OR ANY SPECIES THAT IS ILLEGAL TO HUNT UNDER
FEDERAL LAW.
(2) THE POLICY OF THE STATE OF COLORADO IS THAT HUNTING AND FISHING ARE THE PREFERRED MEANS OF
RESPONSIBLY MANAGING FISH AND WILDLIFE POPULATIONS.
(3) THIS SECTION IS NOT INTENDED TO AUTHORIZE TRESPASS UPON PRIVATE PROPERTY OR TO MODIFY ANY
PROVISION OF STATUTES RELATING TO TRESPASS OR PROPERTY RIGHTS.
(4) THIS SECTION DOES NOT LIMIT THE AUTHORITY OF AN AGENCY OF THE STATE OF COLORADO OR THE
GENERAL ASSEMBLY TO REGULATE HUNTING, FISHING, AND WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT IF THE LAW IS NECESSARY
FOR SOUND SCIENTIFIC WILDLIFE CONSERVATION AND MANAGEMENT, PUBLIC SAFETY, OR TO PRESERVE THE
FUTURE OF HUNTING AND FISHING OPPORTUNITIES FOR ALL SPECIES STATEWIDE.

Amendment 84

Mail Ballot Voter Identification

The ballot title below is a summary drafted by the professional staff of the offices of the secretary of state, the
attorney general, and the legal staff for the general assembly for ballot purposes only. The ballot title will not
appear in the Colorado constitution. The text of the measure that will appear in the Colorado constitution
below was drafted by the proponents of the initiative. The initiated measure is included on the ballot as a
proposed change to current law because the proponents gathered the required amount of petition signatures.
Ballot Title:
Shall there be an amendment to the Colorado Constitution requiring a voter to sign and include the last four
digits of their social security number or their Colorado driver’s license or identification card number on the
outside of their mail ballot for any federal or state election, and, in connection therewith, allowing the voter to
correct missing or incorrect information, including with alternative forms of identification; and prohibiting a
county clerk and recorder from counting the mail ballot unless the problem is fixed?
Text of Measure:
Be it enacted by the People of the State of Colorado:
SECTION 1. In the constitution of the state of Colorado, add Section 13 to article VII as follows:
Section 13. Voter Authentication
(1) FOR ANY FEDERAL OR STATEWIDE ELECTION, A VOTER IS REQUIRED TO AFFIX THEIR SIGNATURE
AND INCLUDE EITHER THE LAST FOUR DIGITS OF THEIR SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER OR COLORADO REAL
IDENTIFICATION NUMBER OR COLORADO REAL IDENTIFICATION DRIVER’S LICENSE NUMBER, AS CODIFIED
IN 49 U.S.C. SEC. 30301 NOTE OR ITS SUCCESSOR SECTION AND SECTIONS 42-2-101, 42-2-301, AND 42-2-402
OR THEIR SUCCESSOR SECTIONS, ON THE SELF-AFFIRMATION OF A RETURNED MAIL BALLOT. A VOTER MAY
ALTERNATIVELY INCLUDE THE LAST FOUR DIGITS OF ANOTHER FORM OF COLORADO IDENTIFICATION THAT
MEETS THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE FEDERAL REAL ID ACT OF 2005 OR SUCCESSOR LEGISLATION. IF THE
VOTER FAILS TO FILL OUT ALL OR PART OF THE REQUIRED AFFIRMATION, OR IF AN ELECTION JUDGE IS UNABLE
TO CONFIRM THAT THE INFORMATION PROVIDED MATCHES THE VOTER’S INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THE
STATEWIDE VOTER REGISTRATION DATABASE, THE COUNTY CLERK AND RECORDER OR OTHER DESIGNATED
ELECTION OFFICIAL MUST SEND NOTICE TO THE VOTER INFORMING THEM OF THE PROCESS TO CORRECT THE
DISCREPANCY. THE COUNTY CLERK AND RECORDER SHALL NOT COUNT THE BALLOT UNTIL THE DISCREPANCY
IS CORRECTED.
(2) A DISCREPANCY MAY BE CORRECTED BY PROVIDING A COPY OF THE VOTER’S IDENTIFICATION IN
SUBSECTION (1) OF THIS SECTION, US PASSPORT, US MILITARY IDENTIFICATION CARD, OR TRIBAL PHOTO
IDENTIFICATION, IN PERSON OR DIGITALLY, TO THE COUNTY CLERK AND RECORDER OR OTHER DESIGNATED
ELECTION OFFICIAL.
(3) NOTWITHSTANDING SUBSECTION (2) OF THIS SECTION, A VOTER WHO IS PROVIDED THE RIGHT TO VOTE
OTHERWISE THAN IN PERSON UNDER SECTION (b)(2)(B)(ii) OF THE FEDERAL “VOTING ACCESSIBILITY FOR THE
ELDERLY AND HANDICAPPED ACT’, 52 U.S.C. SEC. 20102 ET SEQ., MAY PROVIDE ANY FORM OF IDENTIFICATION
DEEMED ACCEPTABLE UNDER SECTION 1-1-104 (19.5) OR ITS SUCCESSOR TO CORRECT A DISCREPANCY.

Amendment 85

Plain Language Ballot Titles

The ballot title below is a summary drafted by the professional staff of the offices of the secretary of state, the
attorney general, and the legal staff for the general assembly for ballot purposes only. The ballot title will not
appear in the Colorado constitution. The text of the measure that will appear in the Colorado constitution
below was drafted by the proponents of the initiative. The initiated measure is included on the ballot as a
proposed change to current law because the proponents gathered the required amount of petition signatures.
Ballot Title:
Shall there be an amendment to the Colorado Constitution concerning ballot question language, and, in
connection therewith, requiring all state and local ballot questions to be written in plain language and at no
more than an 8th grade reading level and prohibiting a state statute from requiring language that conflicts
with these requirements in ballot questions for citizen-initiated measures?
Text of Measure:
Be it enacted by the People of the state of Colorado:
SECTION 1. In Colorado Constitution Article V, Section 1, add (5.6) as follows:
(5.6) BALLOT QUESTIONS SHALL BE IN PLAIN LANGUAGE AT NO MORE THAN AN EIGHTH-GRADE READING
LEVEL. NO STATUTE MAY INTERFERE WITH THIS PROVISION BY MANDATING LANGUAGE PRECEDING,
FOLLOWING, OR IN A BALLOT TITLE OF AN INITIATIVE.

Amendment 86

Requirements for Off-Cycle Congressional Redistricting

The ballot title below is a summary drafted by the professional staff of the offices of the secretary of state, the
attorney general, and the legal staff for the general assembly for ballot purposes only. The ballot title will not
appear in the Colorado constitution. The text of the measure that will appear in the Colorado constitution
below was drafted by the proponents of the initiative. The initiated measure is included on the ballot as a
proposed change to current law because the proponents gathered the required amount of petition signatures.
Ballot Title:
Shall there be an amendment to the Colorado Constitution concerning congressional redistricting, and,
in connection therewith, reenacting the current process for congressional redistricting in the Colorado

Constitution and prohibiting modifications to a final map unless at least three public meetings are held, the
modifications do not have the effect of dividing communities of interest or purposefully favoring one political
party, and are approved by the congressional redistricting commission and the Colorado Supreme Court?
Text of Measure:

Be it enacted by the People of the state of Colorado:

SECTION 1. In the constitution of the state of Colorado article V, repeal and reenact section 44 as follows:
SECTION 44. REPRESENTATIVES IN CONGRESS - CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICTS — COMMISSION CREATED.

(1) DECLARATION OF THE PEOPLE. THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF COLORADO FIND AND DECLARE THAT:

(A) THE PRACTICE OF POLITICAL GERRYMANDERING, WHEREBY CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICTS ARE
PURPOSEFULLY DRAWN TO FAVOR ONE POLITICAL PARTY OR INCUMBENT POLITICIAN OVER ANOTHER, MUST
END;

(B) THE PUBLIC’S INTEREST IN PROHIBITING POLITICAL GERRYMANDERING IS BEST ACHIEVED BY CREATING

A NEW AND INDEPENDENT COMMISSION THAT IS POLITICALLY BALANCED, PROVIDES REPRESENTATION TO
VOTERS NOT AFFILIATED WITH EITHER OF THE STATE'S TWO LARGEST PARTIES, AND UTILIZES NONPARTISAN
LEGISLATIVE STAFF TO DRAW MAPS;

(c) THE REDISTRICTING COMMISSION SHOULD SET DISTRICT LINES BY ENSURING CONSTITUTIONALLY
GUARANTEED VOTING RIGHTS, INCLUDING THE PROTECTION OF MINORITY GROUP VOTING, AS WELL AS FAIR
AND EFFECTIVE REPRESENTATION OF CONSTITUENTS USING POLITICALLY NEUTRAL CRITERIA;

(D) COMPETITIVE ELECTIONS FOR MEMBERS OF THE UNITED STATES HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES PROVIDE
VOTERS WITH A MEANINGFUL CHOICE AMONG CANDIDATES, PROMOTE A HEALTHY DEMOCRACY, HELP ENSURE
THAT CONSTITUENTS RECEIVE FAIR AND EFFECTIVE REPRESENTATION, AND CONTRIBUTE TO THE POLITICAL
WELL-BEING OF KEY COMMUNITIES OF INTEREST AND POLITICAL SUBDIVISIONS;

(£) FOR YEARS CERTAIN POLITICAL INTERESTS OPPOSED COMPETITIVE DISTRICTS IN COLORADO BECAUSE
THEY ARE PRIMARILY CONCERNED ABOUT MAINTAINING THEIR OWN POLITICAL POWER AT THE EXPENSE OF
FAIR AND EFFECTIVE REPRESENTATION; AND

(7) CITIZENS WANT AND DESERVE AN INCLUSIVE AND MEANINGFUL CONGRESSIONAL REDISTRICTING PROCESS
THAT PROVIDES THE PUBLIC WITH THE ABILITY TO BE HEARD AS REDISTRICTING MAPS ARE DRAWN, TO

BE ABLE TO WATCH THE WITNESSES WHO DELIVER TESTIMONY AND THE REDISTRICTING COMMISSION’S
DELIBERATIONS, AND TO HAVE THEIR WRITTEN COMMENTS CONSIDERED BEFORE ANY PROPOSED MAP IS
VOTED UPON BY THE COMMISSION AS THE FINAL MAP.

(2) CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICTS - COMMISSION CREATED. THERE IS HEREBY CREATED THE INDEPENDENT
CONGRESSIONAL REDISTRICTING COMMISSION. THE COMMISSION SHALL DIVIDE THE STATE INTO AS MANY
CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICTS AS THERE ARE REPRESENTATIVES IN CONGRESS APPORTIONED TO THIS STATE BY
THE CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES FOR THE ELECTION OF ONE REPRESENTATIVE TO CONGRESS FROM EACH
DISTRICT. WHEN A NEW APPORTIONMENT IS MADE BY CONGRESS, THE COMMISSION SHALL DIVIDE THE STATE
INTO CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICTS ACCORDINGLY.

(3) DEFINITIONS. AS USED IN THIS SECTION AND IN SECTIONS 44.1 THROUGH 44.6 OF THIS ARTICLE V, UNLESS
THE CONTEXT OTHERWISE REQUIRES:

(A) “COMMISSION” MEANS THE INDEPENDENT CONGRESSIONAL REDISTRICTING COMMISSION CREATED IN
SUBSECTION (2) OF THIS SECTION.

(8) (I) “COMMUNITY OF INTEREST MEANS ANY GROUP IN COLORADO THAT SHARES ONE OR MORE
SUBSTANTIAL INTERESTS THAT MAY BE THE SUBJECT OF FEDERAL LEGISLATIVE ACTION, IS COMPOSED OF A
REASONABLY PROXIMATE POPULATION, AND THUS SHOULD BE CONSIDERED FOR INCLUSION WITHIN A SINGLE
DISTRICT FOR PURPOSES OF ENSURING ITS FAIR AND EFFECTIVE REPRESENTATION.

(IT) SUCH INTERESTS INCLUDE BUT ARE NOT LIMITED TO MATTERS REFLECTING:

(A) SHARED PUBLIC POLICY CONCERNS OF URBAN, RURAL, AGRICULTURAL, INDUSTRIAL, OR TRADE AREAS;
AND

(B) SHARED PUBLIC POLICY CONCERNS SUCH AS EDUCATION, EMPLOYMENT, ENVIRONMENT, PUBLIC HEALTH,
TRANSPORTATION, WATER NEEDS AND SUPPLIES, AND ISSUES OF DEMONSTRABLE REGIONAL SIGNIFICANCE.
(IIT) GROUPS THAT MAY COMPRISE A COMMUNITY OF INTEREST INCLUDE RACIAL, ETHNIC, AND LANGUAGE
MINORITY GROUPS, SUBJECT TO COMPLIANCE WITH SUBSECTIONS (1)(B) AND (4)(B) OF SECTION 44.3 OF THIS
ARTICLE V, WHICH SUBSECTIONS PROTECT AGAINST THE DENIAL OR ABRIDGEMENT OF THE RIGHT TO VOTE
DUE TO A PERSON’S RACE OR LANGUAGE MINORITY GROUP.

(IV) “COMMUNITY OF INTEREST” DOES NOT INCLUDE RELATIONSHIPS WITH POLITICAL PARTIES, INCUMBENTS,
OR POLITICAL CANDIDATES.

(c) “RACE” OR “RACIAL” MEANS A CATEGORY OF RACE OR ETHNIC ORIGIN DOCUMENTED IN THE FEDERAL
DECENNIAL CENSUS.

(D) “REDISTRICTING YEAR” MEANS THE YEAR FOLLOWING THE YEAR IN WHICH THE FEDERAL DECENNIAL
CENSUS IS TAKEN.

(E) “STAFF” OR “NONPARTISAN STAFF~ MEANS THE STAFF OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY’S LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL
AND OFFICE OF LEGISLATIVE LEGAL SERVICES, OR THEIR SUCCESSOR OFFICES, WHO ARE ASSIGNED TO ASSIST
THE COMMISSION BY THE DIRECTORS OF THOSE OFFICES IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 44.2 OF THIS ARTICLE
V.
(4) ADJUSTMENT OF DATES. [F ANY DATE PRESCRIBED IN SECTIONS 44.1 THROUGH 44.5 OF THIS ARTICLE V
FALLS ON A SATURDAY, SUNDAY, OR LEGAL HOLIDAY, THEN THE DATE IS EXTENDED TO THE NEXT DAY THAT IS
NOT A SATURDAY, SUNDAY, OR LEGAL HOLIDAY.

SECTION 2. In the constitution of the state of Colorado article V, repeal and reenact section 44.1 as follows:
SECTION 44.1. COMMISSION COMPOSITION AND APPOINTMENT - VACANCIES. (1) AFTER EACH FEDERAL
DECENNIAL CENSUS OF THE UNITED STATES, THE MEMBERS OF THE COMMISSION SHALL BE APPOINTED AND
CONVENED AS PRESCRIBED IN THIS SECTION.

(2) THE COMMISSION CONSISTS OF TWELVE MEMBERS WHO HAVE THE FOLLOWING QUALIFICATIONS:

(o) COMMISSIONERS MUST BE REGISTERED ELECTORS WHO VOTED IN BOTH OF THE PREVIOUS TWO GENERAL
ELECTIONS IN COLORADO;

(B) COMMISSIONERS MUST EITHER HAVE BEEN UNAFFILIATED WITH ANY POLITICAL PARTY OR HAVE BEEN
AFFILIATED WITH THE SAME POLITICAL PARTY FOR A CONSECUTIVE PERIOD OF NO LESS THAN FIVE YEARS AT
THE TIME OF THE APPLICATION; AND

(c) NO PERSON MAY BE APPOINTED TO OR SERVE ON THE COMMISSION IF HE OR SHE:

(I) Is OR HAS BEEN A CANDIDATE FOR FEDERAL ELECTIVE OFFICE WITHIN THE LAST FIVE YEARS PRECEDING
THE DATE ON WHICH APPLICATIONS FOR APPOINTMENT TO THE COMMISSION ARE DUE UNDER SUBSECTION (4)
OF THIS SECTION;

(IT) Is OR HAS BEEN, WITHIN THE LAST THREE YEARS PRECEDING THE DATE ON WHICH APPLICATIONS FOR
APPOINTMENT TO THE COMMISSION ARE DUE UNDER SUBSECTION (4) OF THIS SECTION, COMPENSATED BY

A MEMBER OF, OR A CAMPAIGN COMMITTEE ADVOCATING THE ELECTION OF A CANDIDATE TO, THE UNITED
STATES HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OR THE UNITED STATES SENATE;

(ITI) Is OR HAS BEEN, WITHIN THE LAST THREE YEARS PRECEDING THE DATE ON WHICH APPLICATIONS FOR
APPOINTMENT TO THE COMMISSION ARE DUE UNDER SUBSECTION (4) OF THIS SECTION, AN ELECTED PUBLIC
OFFICIAL AT THE FEDERAL, STATE, COUNTY, OR MUNICIPAL LEVEL IN COLORADO;

(IV) Is OR HAS BEEN, WITHIN THE LAST THREE YEARS PRECEDING THE DATE ON WHICH APPLICATIONS

FOR APPOINTMENT TO THE COMMISSION ARE DUE UNDER SUBSECTION (4) OF THIS SECTION, AN ELECTED
POLITICAL PARTY OFFICIAL ABOVE THE PRECINCT LEVEL IN COLORADO OR AN EMPLOYEE OF A POLITICAL
PARTY;

(V) Is A MEMBER OF THE COMMISSION RESPONSIBLE FOR DIVIDING THE STATE INTO SENATORIAL AND
REPRESENTATIVE DISTRICTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY; OR

(VI) Is OR HAS BEEN A PROFESSIONAL LOBBYIST REGISTERED TO LOBBY WITH THE STATE OF COLORADO, WITH
ANY MUNICIPALITY IN COLORADO, OR AT THE FEDERAL LEVEL WITHIN THE LAST THREE YEARS PRECEDING
THE DATE ON WHICH APPLICATIONS FOR APPOINTMENT TO THE COMMISSION ARE DUE UNDER SUBSECTION (4)
OF THIS SECTION.

(3) (A) BY AUGUST 10 OF THE YEAR PRIOR TO THE REDISTRICTING YEAR, NONPARTISAN STAFF SHALL, AFTER
HOLDING ONE OR MORE PUBLIC HEARINGS, PREPARE AN APPLICATION FORM THAT WILL ALLOW APPOINTING
AUTHORITIES TO EVALUATE A PERSON’S EXPERIENCE AND QUALIFICATIONS AND MAKE SUCH APPLICATION
AVAILABLE ON THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY'S WEBSITE OR COMPARABLE MEANS OF COMMUNICATING WITH THE
PUBLIC.

(B) THE APPLICATION FORM MUST CLEARLY STATE THE LEGAL OBLIGATIONS AND EXPECTATIONS OF
POTENTIAL APPOINTEES. INFORMATION REQUIRED OF APPLICANTS MUST INCLUDE, BUT IS NOT NECESSARILY
LIMITED TO, PROFESSIONAL BACKGROUND, PARTY AFFILIATION, A DESCRIPTION OF PAST POLITICAL ACTIVITY,
A LIST OF ALL POLITICAL AND CIVIC ORGANIZATIONS TO WHICH THE APPLICANT HAS BELONGED WITHIN THE
PREVIOUS FIVE YEARS, AND WHETHER THE APPLICANT MEETS THE QUALIFICATIONS STATED IN SUBSECTION
(2) OF THIS SECTION. IN ADDITION, THE APPLICATION FORM MUST REQUIRE THE APPLICANT TO EXPLAIN
WHY THEY WANT TO SERVE ON THE COMMISSION AND AFFORD THE APPLICANT AN OPPORTUNITY TO MAKE

A STATEMENT ABOUT HOW THEY WILL PROMOTE CONSENSUS AMONG COMMISSIONERS IF APPOINTED TO THE
COMMISSION. APPLICANTS MAY ALSO CHOOSE TO INCLUDE UP TO FOUR LETTERS OF RECOMMENDATION WITH
THEIR APPLICATION.

(4) BY NOVEMBER 10 OF THE YEAR PRIOR TO THE REDISTRICTING YEAR, ANY PERSON WHO SEEKS TO SERVE ON
THE COMMISSION MUST SUBMIT A COMPLETED APPLICATION TO NONPARTISAN STAFE. ALL APPLICATIONS ARE
PUBLIC RECORDS AND MUST BE POSTED PROMPTLY AFTER RECEIPT ON THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY’S WEBSITE OR
COMPARABLE MEANS OF COMMUNICATING WITH THE PUBLIC.

(5) (A) NO LATER THAN JANUARY 5 OF THE REDISTRICTING YEAR, THE CHIEF JUSTICE OF THE COLORADO
SUPREME COURT SHALL DESIGNATE A PANEL TO REVIEW THE APPLICATIONS. THE PANEL MUST CONSIST OF
THE THREE JUSTICES OR JUDGES WHO MOST RECENTLY RETIRED FROM THE COLORADO SUPREME COURT OR
THE COLORADO COURT OF APPEALS, APPOINTED SEQUENTIALLY STARTING WITH THE MOST RECENT JUSTICE
OR JUDGE TO RETIRE WHO HAS BEEN AFFILIATED WITH THE SAME POLITICAL PARTY OR UNAFFILIATED WITH
ANY POLITICAL PARTY FOR THE TWO YEARS PRIOR TO APPOINTMENT; EXCEPT THAT NO APPOINTEE, WITHIN
TWO YEARS PRIOR TO APPOINTMENT, SHALL HAVE BEEN AFFILIATED WITH THE SAME POLITICAL PARTY AS

A JUSTICE OR JUDGE ALREADY APPOINTED TO THE PANEL. [F ANY OF THE THREE JUSTICES OR JUDGES WHO
MOST RECENTLY RETIRED FROM THE COLORADO SUPREME COURT OR THE COLORADO COURT OF APPEALS

IS UNABLE OR UNWILLING TO SERVE ON THE PANEL OR HAS BEEN AFFILIATED WITHIN TWO YEARS PRIOR TO
APPOINTMENT WITH A POLITICAL PARTY ALREADY REPRESENTED ON THE PANEL, THEN THE CHIEF JUSTICE
SHALL APPOINT THE NEXT JUSTICE OR JUDGE WHO MOST RECENTLY RETIRED FROM THE COLORADO SUPREME
COURT OR THE COLORADO COURT OF APPEALS AND WHO HAS NOT BEEN AFFILIATED WITHIN TWO YEARS
PRIOR TO APPOINTMENT WITH THE SAME POLITICAL PARTY AS ANY JUSTICE OR JUDGE ALREADY APPOINTED
TO THE PANEL. [F, AFTER CONSIDERING ALL JUSTICES AND JUDGES WHO HAVE RETIRED FROM THE COLORADO
SUPREME COURT AND THE COLORADO COURT OF APPEALS, FEWER THAN THREE ELIGIBLE PARTICIPANTS

FOR THE PANEL HAVE BEEN IDENTIFIED WHO ARE ABLE AND WILLING TO SERVE, THE CHIEF JUSTICE SHALL
APPOINT THE MOST RECENTLY RETIRED DISTRICT COURT JUDGE WHO HAS NOT BEEN AFFILIATED WITHIN
TWO YEARS PRIOR TO APPOINTMENT WITH THE SAME POLITICAL PARTY AS ANY PREVIOUS APPOINTEE TO THE
PANEL AND WHO ACCEPTS SUCH APPOINTMENT. NO JUSTICE OR JUDGE SHALL SERVE BOTH ON THIS PANEL
AND THE PANEL ASSISTING IN THE PROCESS OF CHOOSING MEMBERS OF THE COMMISSION RESPONSIBLE FOR
DIVIDING THE STATE INTO STATE SENATE AND STATE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES DISTRICTS.

(B) ALL DECISIONS OF THE PANEL REGARDING THE SELECTION OF APPLICANTS PURSUANT TO THIS SECTION
REQUIRE THE AFFIRMATIVE APPROVAL OF ALL THREE MEMBERS OF THE PANEL.

(C) THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY SHALL PRESCRIBE BY LAW THE COMPENSATION OF MEMBERS OF THE PANEL.
NONPARTISAN STAFF SHALL ASSIST THE PANEL IN CARRYING OUT ITS DUTIES.

(6) AFTER APPLICATIONS ARE SUBMITTED, NONPARTISAN STAFF, WITH THE COOPERATION AND ASSISTANCE
OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE, SHALL MAKE AN OBJECTIVE AND FACTUAL FINDING BASED ON, TO THE EXTENT
POSSIBLE, PUBLICLY AVAILABLE INFORMATION, INCLUDING INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THE APPLICATION
AND INFORMATION CONTAINED WITHIN THE RECORDS MAINTAINED BY THE SECRETARY OF STATE, WHETHER
EACH APPLICANT MEETS THE QUALIFICATIONS SPECIFIED IN SUBSECTION (2) OF THIS SECTION. NO LATER
THAN JANUARY 11 OF THE REDISTRICTING YEAR, NONPARTISAN STAFF SHALL MAKE ITS FINDINGS PUBLICLY
AVAILABLE AND NOTIFY THE APPLICANTS OF THE STAFE’S FINDING. IF THE STAFF FINDS THAT AN APPLICANT IS
NOT ELIGIBLE, THEN THE STAFF SHALL INCLUDE THE REASONS IN ITS FINDING.

(7) BY JANUARY 18 OF THE REDISTRICTING YEAR, THE PANEL, IN A PUBLIC MEETING, SHALL RANDOMLY
SELECT BY LOT FROM ALL OF THE APPLICANTS WHO WERE FOUND TO MEET THE QUALIFICATIONS SPECIFIED
IN SUBSECTION (2) OF THIS SECTION THE NAMES OF THREE HUNDRED APPLICANTS WHO ARE AFFILIATED
WITH THE STATE’S LARGEST POLITICAL PARTY, THREE HUNDRED APPLICANTS WHO ARE AFFILIATED WITH
THE STATE’S SECOND LARGEST POLITICAL PARTY, AND FOUR HUNDRED FIFTY APPLICANTS WHO ARE NOT
AFFILIATED WITH ANY POLITICAL PARTY, OR SUCH LESSER NUMBER AS THERE ARE TOTAL APPLICANTS WHO
MEET THE QUALIFICATIONS SPECIFIED IN SUBSECTION (2) OF THIS SECTION FOR EACH OF THOSE GROUPS.

(8) (A) IN ONE OR MORE PUBLIC HEARINGS CONDUCTED ON OR BEFORE FEBRUARY 1 OF THE REDISTRICTING
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YEAR, AFTER REVIEWING THE APPLICATIONS OF THE APPLICANTS SELECTED IN ACCORDANCE WITH
SUBSECTION (7) OF THIS SECTION, THE PANEL SHALL IDENTIFY FIFTY APPLICANTS WHO ARE AFFILIATED WITH
THE STATE’S LARGEST POLITICAL PARTY, FIFTY APPLICANTS WHO ARE AFFILIATED WITH THE STATE’S SECOND
LARGEST POLITICAL PARTY, AND FIFTY APPLICANTS WHO ARE UNAFFILIATED WITH ANY POLITICAL PARTY AND
WHO BEST DEMONSTRATE:

(I) EXPERIENCE IN ORGANIZING, REPRESENTING, ADVOCATING FOR, ADJUDICATING THE INTERESTS OF, OR
ACTIVELY PARTICIPATING IN GROUPS, ORGANIZATIONS, OR ASSOCIATIONS IN COLORADO; AND

(IT) RELEVANT ANALYTICAL SKILLS, THE ABILITY TO BE IMPARTIAL, AND THE ABILITY TO PROMOTE
CONSENSUS ON THE COMMISSION.

(B) NO LATER THAN FEBRUARY 1 OF THE REDISTRICTING YEAR, FROM THE APPLICANTS IDENTIFIED IN
SUBSECTION (8)(A) OF THIS SECTION, THE PANEL SHALL CHOOSE BY LOT SIX APPLICANTS TO SERVE ON THE
COMMISSION AS FOLLOWS:

(I) TWO COMMISSIONERS WHO ARE NOT AFFILIATED WITH ANY POLITICAL PARTY;

(IT) TWO COMMISSIONERS WHO ARE AFFILIATED WITH THE STATE’S LARGEST POLITICAL PARTY; AND

(ITI) TWO COMMISSIONERS WHO ARE AFFILIATED WITH THE STATE’'S SECOND LARGEST POLITICAL PARTY.

(c) IN THE PROCESS OF CHOOSING APPLICANTS BY LOT FOR APPOINTMENT TO THE COMMISSION, NO
APPLICANT WHOSE NAME IS CHOSEN MAY BE APPOINTED IF HE OR SHE IS REGISTERED TO VOTE IN A
CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT THAT IS ALREADY REPRESENTED ON THE COMMISSION; EXCEPT THAT, WHEN

ALL THEN-EXISTING CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICTS IN COLORADO ARE REPRESENTED ON THE COMMISSION, A
CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT MAY BE REPRESENTED BY A SECOND COMMISSIONER. NO CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
MAY BE REPRESENTED BY MORE THAN TWO COMMISSIONERS. ANY PERSONS WHOSE NAMES ARE CHOSEN BUT
DUPLICATE A CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT’S REPRESENTATION ON THE COMMISSION AND ARE NOT APPOINTED
TO THE COMMISSION SHALL BE ELIGIBLE FOR APPOINTMENT PURSUANT TO SUBSECTIONS (9) AND (10) OF THIS
SECTION.

(9) (A) BY FEBRUARY 16 OF THE REDISTRICTING YEAR, THE MAJORITY LEADER OF THE STATE SENATE, THE
MINORITY LEADER OF THE STATE SENATE, THE MAJORITY LEADER OF THE STATE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
AND THE MINORITY LEADER OF THE STATE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES SHALL EACH SELECT A POOL OF TEN
APPLICANTS WHO ARE AFFILIATED WITH ONE OF THE STATE’S TWO LARGEST POLITICAL PARTIES FROM ALL
APPLICATIONS SUBMITTED TO NONPARTISAN STAFF AND NOTIFY THE PANEL OF THEIR SELECTIONS.

(B) AS DETERMINED BY THE LEGISLATIVE LEADERS IN SELECTING THEIR RESPECTIVE POOLS, THE APPLICANTS
SELECTED FOR EACH POOL MUST MEET THE QUALIFICATIONS SET FORTH IN SUBSECTION (2) OF THIS SECTION
AND DEMONSTRATE THE QUALITIES LISTED IN SUBSECTION (8)(A) OF THIS SECTION.

(c) FOR EACH CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT NOT REPRESENTED BY A COMMISSIONER APPOINTED PURSUANT TO
SUBSECTIONS (8)(B) AND (8)(C) OF THIS SECTION, EACH POOL MUST CONSIST OF AT LEAST ONE APPLICANT
WHO IS REGISTERED TO VOTE IN THAT CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT.

(D) IF THERE IS AN INSUFFICIENT NUMBER OF AVAILABLE APPLICANTS THAT MEET THE REQUIREMENTS OF
SUBSECTION (9)(B) OF THIS SECTION TO SELECT ANY COMPLETE POOL, THEN THE POOL MUST CONSIST OF
ONLY THOSE APPLICANTS WHO MEET THOSE REQUIREMENTS.

(10) BY MARCH 1 OF THE REDISTRICTING YEAR, THE PANEL OF JUDGES SHALL SELECT, IN SUCH ORDER AS
THE PANEL DETERMINES, ONE COMMISSIONER FROM EACH LEGISLATIVE LEADER’S POOL OF APPLICANTS AND
TWO COMMISSIONERS FROM THOSE APPLICANTS WHO ARE NOT AFFILIATED WITH ANY POLITICAL PARTY AND
WHOSE NAMES WERE RANDOMLY SELECTED BY LOT PURSUANT TO SUBSECTION (7) OF THIS SECTION. THE
PANEL OF JUDGES MUST ENSURE THAT THE COMMISSION INCLUDES FOUR COMMISSIONERS WHO ARE NOT
AFFILIATED WITH ANY POLITICAL PARTY, FOUR COMMISSIONERS WHO ARE AFFILIATED WITH THE STATE’S
LARGEST POLITICAL PARTY, AND FOUR COMMISSIONERS WHO ARE AFFILIATED WITH THE STATE’S SECOND
LARGEST POLITICAL PARTY. THE PANEL OF JUDGES MAY INTERVIEW APPLICANTS BEFORE MAKING THE
APPOINTMENTS. IN SELECTING APPLICANTS, THE PANEL SHALL, IN ADDITION TO CONSIDERING APPLICANTS’
OTHER QUALIFICATIONS:

(A) To THE EXTENT POSSIBLE, ENSURE THAT THE COMMISSION REFLECTS COLORADO’S RACIAL, ETHNIC,
GENDER, AND GEOGRAPHIC DIVERSITY;

(B) ENSURE THAT AT LEAST ONE COMMISSIONER IS REGISTERED TO VOTE IN EACH CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
BUT NO MORE THAN TWO COMMISSIONERS ARE REGISTERED TO VOTE IN ANY SINGLE CONGRESSIONAL
DISTRICT;

(c) ENSURE THAT AT LEAST ONE COMMISSIONER RESIDES WEST OF THE CONTINENTAL DIVIDE; AND

(D) ENSURE THAT ALL COMMISSIONERS MEET THE QUALIFICATIONS SET FORTH IN SUBSECTION (2) OF THIS
SECTION AND DEMONSTRATE THE QUALITIES LISTED IN SUBSECTION (8)(A) OF THIS SECTION.

(11) (A) A COMMISSIONER’S POSITION ON THE COMMISSION WILL BE DEEMED VACANT IF HE OR SHE, HAVING
BEEN APPOINTED AS A REGISTERED ELECTOR WHO IS NOT AFFILIATED WITH A POLITICAL PARTY, AFFILIATES
WITH A POLITICAL PARTY BEFORE THE SUPREME COURT HAS APPROVED A PLAN PURSUANT TO SECTION 44.5
OF THIS ARTICLE V. A COMMISSIONER’S POSITION ON THE COMMISSION WILL ALSO BE DEEMED VACANT IF HE
OR SHE, HAVING BEEN AFFILIATED WITH ONE OF THE STATE’S TWO LARGEST POLITICAL PARTIES AT THE TIME
OF APPOINTMENT, AFFILIATES WITH A DIFFERENT POLITICAL PARTY OR BECOMES UNAFFILIATED WITH ANY
POLITICAL PARTY BEFORE THE SUPREME COURT HAS APPROVED A PLAN PURSUANT TO SECTION 44.5 OF THIS
ARTICLE V.

(B) ANY VACANCY ON THE COMMISSION, INCLUDING ONE THAT OCCURS DUE TO DEATH, RESIGNATION,
REMOVAL, FAILURE TO MEET THE QUALIFICATIONS OF APPOINTMENT, REFUSAL OR INABILITY TO ACCEPT

AN APPOINTMENT, OR OTHERWISE, MUST BE FILLED AS SOON AS POSSIBLE BY THE DESIGNATED APPOINTING
AUTHORITY FROM THE DESIGNATED POOL OF ELIGIBLE APPLICANTS FOR THAT COMMISSIONER’S POSITION AND
IN THE SAME MANNER AS THE ORIGINALLY CHOSEN COMMISSIONER; EXCEPT THAT NO COMMISSIONER CHOSEN
TO FILL A VACANCY WILL BE BYPASSED FOR APPOINTMENT IF ALL CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICTS ARE ALREADY
REPRESENTED ON THE COMMISSION.

(12) FOR PURPOSES OF THIS SECTION, THE STATE’S TWO LARGEST POLITICAL PARTIES SHALL BE DETERMINED
BY THE NUMBER OF REGISTERED ELECTORS AFFILIATED WITH EACH POLITICAL PARTY IN THE STATE
ACCORDING TO VOTER REGISTRATION DATA PUBLISHED BY THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE EARLIEST DAY
IN JANUARY OF THE REDISTRICTING YEAR FOR WHICH SUCH DATA IS PUBLISHED.

SECTION 3. In the constitution of the state of Colorado, section 44 of article V, add (1.5), as follows:

(1.5) UPON ADOPTION AND APPROVAL OF THE FINAL PLAN, NO PLAN MAY BE MODIFIED FOR THE 2028
CONGRESSIONAL ELECTION OR THEREAFTER EXCEPT WITH THE APPROVAL OF THE CONGRESSIONAL
COMMISSION AND ADOPTION BY THE COLORADO SUPREME COURT. IN REVIEWING THE PLAN, THE
COMMISSION MUST HOLD AT LEAST THREE PUBLIC MEETINGS AND MUST NOT ADOPT ANY PLAN THAT HAS THE
EFFECT OF DIVIDING COMMUNITIES OF INTEREST OR PURPOSEFULLY FAVORING ONE POLITICAL PARTY.
SECTION 4. In the constitution of the state of Colorado article V, repeal and reenact section 44.2 as follows:
44.2 COMMISSION ORGANIZATION - PROCEDURES - TRANSPARENCY - VOTING REQUIREMENTS.

(1) INITIAL ORGANIZATION, OFFICERS, PROCEDURES, RULES, AND TRANSPARENCY. (A) THE GOVERNOR SHALL
CONVENE THE COMMISSION NO LATER THAN MARCH 15 OF THE REDISTRICTING YEAR AND APPOINT A
TEMPORARY CHAIRPERSON FROM THE COMMISSION’S MEMBERS. UPON CONVENING, THE COMMISSION SHALL
ELECT A CHAIR AND A VICE-CHAIR, WHO ARE NOT MEMBERS OF THE SAME POLITICAL PARTY, AND OTHER
SUCH OFFICERS AS IT DETERMINES.

(B) THE DIRECTOR OF RESEARCH OF THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL AND THE DIRECTOR OF THE OFFICE OF
LEGISLATIVE LEGAL SERVICES, OR THE DIRECTORS OF SUCCESSOR NONPARTISAN OFFICES OF THE GENERAL
ASSEMBLY, SHALL APPOINT NONPARTISAN STAFF FROM THEIR RESPECTIVE OFFICES AS NEEDED TO ASSIST THE
COMMISSION AND THE PANEL OF JUDGES AS DESCRIBED IN SECTION 44.1 OF THIS ARTICLE V. NONPARTISAN
STAFF SHALL ACQUIRE AND PREPARE ALL NECESSARY RESOURCES, INCLUDING COMPUTER HARDWARE,
SOFTWARE, AND DEMOGRAPHIC, GEOGRAPHIC, AND POLITICAL DATABASES, AS FAR IN ADVANCE AS NECESSARY
TO ENABLE THE COMMISSION TO BEGIN ITS WORK IMMEDIATELY UPON CONVENING.

(c) THE COMMISSION MAY RETAIN LEGAL COUNSEL IN ALL ACTIONS AND PROCEEDINGS IN CONNECTION
WITH THE PERFORMANCE OF ITS POWERS, DUTIES, AND FUNCTIONS, INCLUDING REPRESENTATION OF THE
COMMISSION BEFORE ANY COURT.

(D) THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY SHALL APPROPRIATE SUFFICIENT FUNDS FOR THE PAYMENT OF THE EXPENSES
OF THE COMMISSION, THE COMPENSATION AND EXPENSES OF NONPARTISAN STAFF, AND THE COMPENSATION
AND EXPENSES OF THE PANEL OF JUDGES AS DESCRIBED IN SECTION 44.1 OF THIS ARTICLE V. MEMBERS OF
THE COMMISSION SHALL BE REIMBURSED FOR THEIR REASONABLE AND NECESSARY EXPENSES AND MAY

ALSO RECEIVE SUCH PER DIEM ALLOWANCE AS MAY BE ESTABLISHED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY. SUBJECT

TO AVAILABLE APPROPRIATIONS, HARDWARE AND SOFTWARE NECESSARY FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF PLANS
MAY, AT THE REQUEST OF ANY COMMISSIONER, BE PROVIDED TO THE COMMISSIONER. THE COMMISSION AND
ITS STAFF MUST HAVE ACCESS TO STATISTICAL INFORMATION COMPILED BY THE STATE AND ITS POLITICAL
SUBDIVISIONS AS NECESSARY FOR ITS DUTIES. STATE AGENCIES AND POLITICAL SUBDIVISIONS SHALL COMPLY
WITH REQUESTS FROM THE COMMISSION AND ITS STAFF FOR SUCH STATISTICAL INFORMATION.

(E) THE COMMISSION SHALL ADOPT RULES TO GOVERN ITS ADMINISTRATION AND OPERATION. THE
COMMISSION MUST PROVIDE AT LEAST SEVENTY-TWO HOURS OF ADVANCE PUBLIC NOTICE OF ALL PROPOSED
RULES PRIOR TO CONSIDERATION FOR ADOPTION; EXCEPT THAT PROPOSED RULES MAY BE AMENDED DURING
COMMISSION DELIBERATIONS WITHOUT SUCH ADVANCE NOTICE OF SPECIFIC, RELATED AMENDMENTS.
NEITHER THE COMMISSION’S PROCEDURAL RULES NOR ITS MAPPING DECISIONS ARE SUBJECT TO THE “STATE
ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURE ACT ) ARTICLE 4 OF TITLE 24, C.R.S., OR ANY SUCCESSOR STATUTE. RULES MUST
INCLUDE BUT NEED NOT BE LIMITED TO THE FOLLOWING:

(I) THE HEARING PROCESS AND REVIEW OF MAPS SUBMITTED FOR ITS CONSIDERATION;

(IT) MAINTENANCE OF A RECORD OF THE COMMISSION’S ACTIVITIES AND PROCEEDINGS, INCLUDING A RECORD
OF WRITTEN AND ORAL TESTIMONY RECEIVED, AND OF THE COMMISSION’S DIRECTIONS TO NONPARTISAN
STAFF ON PROPOSED CHANGES TO ANY PLAN AND THE COMMISSION’S RATIONALE FOR SUCH CHANGES;

(ITI) THE PROCESS FOR REMOVING COMMISSIONERS FOR PARTICIPATING IN COMMUNICATIONS PROHIBITED
UNDER THIS SECTION;

(IV) THE PROCESS FOR RECOMMENDING CHANGES TO PLANS SUBMITTED TO THE COMMISSION BY
NONPARTISAN STAFF; AND

(V) THE ADOPTION OF A STATEWIDE MEETING AND HEARING SCHEDULE, INCLUDING THE NECESSARY
ELEMENTS OF ELECTRONIC ATTENDANCE AT A COMMISSION HEARING.

(2) VOTING REQUIREMENTS. A SIMPLE MAJORITY OF THE APPOINTED COMMISSIONERS MAY APPROVE RULES
AND PROCEDURAL DECISIONS. THE ELECTION OF THE COMMISSION’S CHAIR AND VICE-CHAIR REQUIRES THE
AFFIRMATIVE VOTE OF AT LEAST EIGHT COMMISSIONERS, INCLUDING THE AFFIRMATIVE VOTE OF AT LEAST
ONE COMMISSIONER WHO IS UNAFFILIATED WITH ANY POLITICAL PARTY. REMOVAL OF ANY COMMISSIONER
AS PROVIDED IN THIS SECTION REQUIRES THE AFFIRMATIVE VOTE OF AT LEAST EIGHT COMMISSIONERS,
INCLUDING THE AFFIRMATIVE VOTE OF AT LEAST TWO COMMISSIONERS WHO ARE UNAFFILIATED WITH

ANY POLITICAL PARTY. ADOPTION OF THE FINAL PLAN FOR SUBMISSION TO THE SUPREME COURT AND THE
ADOPTION OF A REVISED PLAN AFTER A PLAN IS RETURNED TO THE COMMISSION FROM THE SUPREME COURT
REQUIRES THE AFFIRMATIVE VOTE OF AT LEAST EIGHT COMMISSIONERS, INCLUDING THE AFFIRMATIVE VOTE
OF AT LEAST TWO COMMISSIONERS WHO ARE UNAFFILIATED WITH ANY POLITICAL PARTY. THE COMMISSION
SHALL NOT VOTE UPON A FINAL PLAN UNTIL AT LEAST SEVENTY-TWO HOURS AFTER IT HAS BEEN PROPOSED
TO THE COMMISSION IN A PUBLIC MEETING OR AT LEAST SEVENTY-TWO HOURS AFTER IT HAS BEEN AMENDED
BY THE COMMISSION IN A PUBLIC MEETING, WHICHEVER OCCURS LATER; EXCEPT THAT COMMISSIONERS MAY
UNANIMOUSLY WAIVE THE SEVENTY-TWO HOUR REQUIREMENT.

(3) PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT - HEARING PROCESS. (A) ALL COLORADO RESIDENTS, INCLUDING INDIVIDUAL
COMMISSIONERS, MAY PRESENT PROPOSED REDISTRICTING MAPS OR WRITTEN COMMENTS, OR BOTH, FOR THE
COMMISSION’S CONSIDERATION.

(B) THE COMMISSION MUST, TO THE MAXIMUM EXTENT PRACTICABLE, PROVIDE OPPORTUNITIES FOR
COLORADO RESIDENTS TO PRESENT TESTIMONY AT HEARINGS HELD THROUGHOUT THE STATE. THE
COMMISSION SHALL NOT APPROVE A REDISTRICTING MAP UNTIL AT LEAST THREE HEARINGS HAVE BEEN
HELD IN EACH CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT, INCLUDING AT LEAST ONE HEARING THAT IS HELD IN A LOCATION
WEST OF THE CONTINENTAL DIVIDE AND AT LEAST ONE HEARING THAT IS HELD IN A LOCATION EAST OF

THE CONTINENTAL DIVIDE AND EITHER SOUTH OF EL PASO COUNTY’S SOUTHERN BOUNDARY OR EAST OF
ARAPAHOE COUNTY’S EASTERN BOUNDARY. NO GATHERING OF COMMISSIONERS CAN BE CONSIDERED A
HEARING FOR THIS PURPOSE UNLESS IT IS ATTENDED, IN PERSON OR ELECTRONICALLY, BY AT LEAST TEN
COMMISSIONERS. THE COMMISSION SHALL ESTABLISH BY RULE THE NECESSARY ELEMENTS OF ELECTRONIC
ATTENDANCE AT A COMMISSION HEARING.

(c) THE COMMISSION SHALL MAINTAIN A WEBSITE OR COMPARABLE MEANS OF COMMUNICATING WITH THE
PUBLIC THROUGH WHICH ANY COLORADO RESIDENT MAY SUBMIT PROPOSED MAPS OR WRITTEN COMMENTS,
OR BOTH, WITHOUT ATTENDING A HEARING OF THE COMMISSION.

(p) THE COMMISSION SHALL PUBLISH ALL WRITTEN COMMENTS PERTAINING TO REDISTRICTING ON ITS
WEBSITE OR COMPARABLE MEANS OF COMMUNICATING WITH THE PUBLIC AS WELL AS THE NAME OF THE
COLORADO RESIDENT SUBMITTING SUCH COMMENTS. [F THE COMMISSION OR NONPARTISAN STAFF HAVE

A SUBSTANTIAL BASIS TO BELIEVE THAT THE PERSON SUBMITTING SUCH COMMENTS HAS NOT TRUTHFULLY
OR ACCURATELY IDENTIFIED HIMSELEF OR HERSELE, THE COMMISSION NEED NOT CONSIDER AND NEED

NOT PUBLISH SUCH COMMENTS BUT MUST NOTIFY THE COMMENTER IN WRITING OF THIS FACT. THE
COMMISSION MAY WITHHOLD COMMENTS, IN WHOLE OR IN PART, FROM THE WEBSITE OR COMPARABLE
MEANS OF COMMUNICATING WITH THE PUBLIC THAT DO NOT RELATE TO REDISTRICTING MAPS, POLICIES, OR
COMMUNITIES OF INTEREST.

(£) THE COMMISSION SHALL PROVIDE SIMULTANEOUS ACCESS TO THE REGIONAL HEARINGS BY BROADCASTING
THEM VIA ITS WEBSITE OR COMPARABLE MEANS OF COMMUNICATING WITH THE PUBLIC AND MAINTAIN AN
ARCHIVE OF SUCH HEARINGS FOR ONLINE PUBLIC REVIEW.

(4) ETHICAL OBLIGATIONS - TRANSPARENCY - LOBBYIST REPORTING. (A) COMMISSIONERS ARE GUARDIANS

OF THE PUBLIC TRUST AND ARE SUBJECT TO ANTIBRIBERY AND ABUSE OF PUBLIC OFFICE REQUIREMENTS AS
PROVIDED IN PARTS 3 AND 4 OF ARTICLE 8 OF TITLE 18, C.R.S., AS AMENDED, OR ANY SUCCESSOR STATUTE.
(B) TO ENSURE TRANSPARENCY IN THE REDISTRICTING PROCESS:

(I) (A) THE COMMISSION AND THE COMMISSIONERS ARE SUBJECT TO OPEN MEETINGS REQUIREMENTS AS
PROVIDED IN PART 4 OF ARTICLE 6 OF TITLE 24, C.R.S., AS AMENDED, OR ANY SUCCESSOR STATUTE.

(B) EXCEPT AS PROVIDED IN SUBSECTION (4)(B)(I)(D) OF THIS SECTION, A COMMISSIONER SHALL NOT
COMMUNICATE WITH NONPARTISAN STAFF ON THE MAPPING OF CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICTS UNLESS THE
COMMUNICATION IS DURING A PUBLIC MEETING OR HEARING OF THE COMMISSION.

(c) EXCEPT FOR PUBLIC INPUT AND COMMENT, NONPARTISAN STAFF SHALL NOT HAVE ANY COMMUNICATIONS
ABOUT THE CONTENT OR DEVELOPMENT OF ANY PLAN OUTSIDE OF PUBLIC HEARINGS WITH ANYONE EXCEPT
OTHER STAFF MEMBERS. NONPARTISAN STAFF SHALL REPORT TO THE COMMISSION ANY ATTEMPT BY ANYONE
TO EXERT INFLUENCE OVER THE STAFF’S ROLE IN THE DRAFTING OF PLANS.

(D) ONE OR MORE NONPARTISAN STAFF MAY BE DESIGNATED TO COMMUNICATE WITH COMMISSIONERS
REGARDING ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS, THE DEFINITION AND SCOPE OF WHICH SHALL BE DETERMINED BY
THE COMMISSION.

(E) ANY COMMISSIONER WHO PARTICIPATES IN A COMMUNICATION PROHIBITED IN THIS SECTION MUST BE
REMOVED FROM THE COMMISSION, AND SUCH VACANCY MUST BE FILLED WITHIN SEVEN DAYS.

(IT) THE COMMISSION, EACH COMMISSIONER, AND NONPARTISAN STAFF ARE SUBJECT TO OPEN RECORDS
REQUIREMENTS AS PROVIDED IN PART 2 OF ARTICLE 72 OF TITLE 24, C.R.S., AS AMENDED, OR ANY SUCCESSOR
STATUTE; EXCEPT THAT MAPS IN DRAFT FORM AND NOT SUBMITTED TO THE COMMISSION ARE NOT PUBLIC
RECORDS SUBJECT TO DISCLOSURE. WORK PRODUCT AND COMMUNICATIONS AMONG NONPARTISAN STAFF ARE
SUBJECT TO DISCLOSURE ONCE A PLAN IS SUBMITTED TO THE SUPREME COURT.

(IIT) PERSONS WHO CONTRACT FOR OR RECEIVE COMPENSATION FOR ADVOCATING TO THE COMMISSION, TO
ONE OR MORE COMMISSIONERS, OR TO THE NONPARTISAN STAFF FOR THE ADOPTION OR REJECTION OF ANY
MAP, AMENDMENT TO A MAP, MAPPING APPROACH, OR MANNER OF COMPLIANCE WITH ANY OF THE MAPPING
CRITERIA SPECIFIED IN SECTION 44.3 OF THIS ARTICLE V ARE LOBBYISTS WHO MUST DISCLOSE TO THE
SECRETARY OF STATE ANY COMPENSATION CONTRACTED FOR, COMPENSATION RECEIVED, AND THE PERSON
OR ENTITY CONTRACTING OR PAYING FOR THEIR LOBBYING SERVICES. SUCH DISCLOSURE MUST BE MADE

NO LATER THAN SEVENTY-TWO HOURS AFTER THE EARLIER OF EACH INSTANCE OF SUCH LOBBYING OR ANY
PAYMENT OF SUCH COMPENSATION. THE SECRETARY OF STATE SHALL PUBLISH ON THE SECRETARY OF STATE’S
WEBSITE OR COMPARABLE MEANS OF COMMUNICATING WITH THE PUBLIC THE NAMES OF SUCH LOBBYISTS

AS WELL AS THE COMPENSATION RECEIVED AND THE PERSONS OR ENTITIES FOR WHOM THEY WORK WITHIN
TWENTY-FOUR HOURS OF RECEIVING SUCH INFORMATION. THE SECRETARY OF STATE SHALL ADOPT RULES TO
FACILITATE THE COMPLETE AND PROMPT REPORTING REQUIRED BY THIS SUBSECTION (4)(B)(III) AS WELL AS A
COMPLAINT PROCESS TO ADDRESS ANY LOBBYIST’S FAILURE TO REPORT A FULL AND ACCURATE DISCLOSURE,
WHICH COMPLAINT MUST BE HEARD BY AN ADMINISTRATIVE LAW JUDGE, WHOSE DECISION MAY BE APPEALED
TO THE COURT OF APPEALS.

SECTION 5. In the constitution of the state of Colorado article V, repeal and reenact section 44.3 as follows:
SECTION 44.3. CRITERIA FOR DETERMINATIONS OF CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICTS - DEFINITION. (1) IN ADOPTING
A CONGRESSIONAL REDISTRICTING PLAN, THE COMMISSION SHALL:

(A) MAKE A GOOD-FAITH EFFORT TO ACHIEVE PRECISE MATHEMATICAL POPULATION EQUALITY BETWEEN
DISTRICTS, JUSTIFYING EACH VARIANCE, NO MATTER HOW SMALL, AS REQUIRED BY THE CONSTITUTION OF THE
UNITED STATES. DISTRICTS MUST BE COMPOSED OF CONTIGUOUS GEOGRAPHIC AREAS;

(B) COMPLY WITH THE FEDERAL “VOTING RIGHTS ACT OF 1965, 52 U.S.C. SEC. 10301, AS AMENDED.

(2) (A) AS MUCH AS IS REASONABLY POSSIBLE, THE COMMISSION’S PLAN MUST PRESERVE WHOLE COMMUNITIES
OF INTEREST AND WHOLE POLITICAL SUBDIVISIONS, SUCH AS COUNTIES, CITIES, AND TOWNS.

(B) DISTRICTS MUST BE AS COMPACT AS IS REASONABLY POSSIBLE.

(3) (A) THEREAFTER, THE COMMISSION SHALL, TO THE EXTENT POSSIBLE, MAXIMIZE THE NUMBER OF
POLITICALLY COMPETITIVE DISTRICTS.

(B) IN ITS HEARINGS IN VARIOUS LOCATIONS IN THE STATE, THE COMMISSION SHALL SOLICIT EVIDENCE
RELEVANT TO COMPETITIVENESS OF ELECTIONS IN COLORADO AND SHALL ASSESS SUCH EVIDENCE IN
EVALUATING PROPOSED MAPS.

(c) WHEN THE COMMISSION APPROVES A PLAN, OR WHEN NONPARTISAN STAFF SUBMITS A PLAN IN THE
ABSENCE OF THE COMMISSION’S APPROVAL OF A PLAN AS PROVIDED IN SECTION 44.4 OF THIS ARTICLE V, THE
NONPARTISAN STAFF SHALL, WITHIN SEVENTY-TWO HOURS OF SUCH ACTION, MAKE PUBLICLY AVAILABLE,
AND INCLUDE IN THE COMMISSION’S RECORD, A REPORT TO DEMONSTRATE HOW THE PLAN REFLECTS THE
EVIDENCE PRESENTED TO, AND THE FINDINGS CONCERNING, THE EXTENT TO WHICH COMPETITIVENESS IN
DISTRICT ELECTIONS IS FOSTERED CONSISTENT WITH THE OTHER CRITERIA SET FORTH IN THIS SECTION.

(D) FOR PURPOSES OF THIS SUBSECTION (3), “COMPETITIVE” MEANS HAVING A REASONABLE POTENTIAL FOR
THE PARTY AFFILIATION OF THE DISTRICT’S REPRESENTATIVE TO CHANGE AT LEAST ONCE BETWEEN FEDERAL
DECENNIAL CENSUSES. COMPETITIVENESS MAY BE MEASURED BY FACTORS SUCH AS A PROPOSED DISTRICT S
PAST ELECTION RESULTS, A PROPOSED DISTRICT’S POLITICAL PARTY REGISTRATION DATA, AND EVIDENCE-
BASED ANALYSES OF PROPOSED DISTRICTS.

(4) NO MAP MAY BE APPROVED BY THE COMMISSION OR GIVEN EFFECT BY THE SUPREME COURT IF:

(A) IT HAS BEEN DRAWN FOR THE PURPOSE OF PROTECTING ONE OR MORE INCUMBENT MEMBERS, OR ONE OR
MORE DECLARED CANDIDATES, OF THE UNITED STATES HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OR ANY POLITICAL PARTY;
OR

(B) IT HAS BEEN DRAWN FOR THE PURPOSE OF OR RESULTS IN THE DENIAL OR ABRIDGEMENT OF THE RIGHT
OF ANY CITIZEN TO VOTE ON ACCOUNT OF THAT PERSON’S RACE OR MEMBERSHIP IN A LANGUAGE MINORITY
GROUP, INCLUDING DILUTING THE IMPACT OF THAT RACIAL OR LANGUAGE MINORITY GROUP’S ELECTORAL
INFLUENCE.

SECTION 6. In the constitution of the state of Colorado, article V, repeal and reenact section 44.4, as follows:
SECTION 44.4. PREPARATION, AMENDMENT, AND APPROVAL OF PLANS - PUBLIC HEARINGS AND
PARTICIPATION. (1) THE COMMISSION SHALL BEGIN BY CONSIDERING A PLAN, CREATED BY NONPARTISAN
STAFF ALONE, TO BE KNOWN AS THE “PRELIMINARY PLAN". THE PRELIMINARY PLAN MUST BE PRESENTED AND
PUBLISHED NO EARLIER THAN THIRTY DAYS AND NO LATER THAN FORTY-FIVE DAYS AFTER THE COMMISSION
HAS CONVENED OR THE NECESSARY CENSUS DATA ARE AVAILABLE, WHICHEVER IS LATER. WITHIN THE FIRST
TWENTY DAYS AFTER THE COMMISSION HAS CONVENED, ANY MEMBER OF THE PUBLIC AND ANY MEMBER

OF THE COMMISSION MAY SUBMIT WRITTEN COMMENTS TO NONPARTISAN STAFF ON THE CREATION OF

THE PRELIMINARY PLAN AND ON COMMUNITIES OF INTEREST THAT REQUIRE REPRESENTATION IN ONE OR
MORE SPECIFIC AREAS OF THE STATE. NONPARTISAN STAFF SHALL CONSIDER SUCH COMMENTS IN CREATING
THE PRELIMINARY PLAN AND SUCH COMMENTS MUST BE PART OF THE RECORD OF THE COMMISSION’S
ACTIVITIES AND PROCEEDINGS. AT THE FIRST PUBLIC HEARING AT WHICH THE PRELIMINARY PLAN IS
PRESENTED, NONPARTISAN STAFF SHALL EXPLAIN HOW THE PLAN WAS CREATED, HOW THE PLAN ADDRESSES
THE CATEGORIES OF PUBLIC COMMENTS RECEIVED, AND HOW THE PLAN COMPLIES WITH THE CRITERIA
PRESCRIBED IN SECTION 44.3 OF THIS ARTICLE V.

(2) BY JULY 7 OF THE REDISTRICTING YEAR, THE COMMISSION SHALL COMPLETE PUBLIC HEARINGS ON THE
PRELIMINARY PLAN IN SEVERAL PLACES THROUGHOUT THE STATE IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 44.2 OF
THIS ARTICLE V.

(3) SUBSEQUENT TO HEARINGS ON THE PRELIMINARY PLAN, NONPARTISAN STAFF SHALL PREPARE, PUBLISH
ONLINE, AND PRESENT TO THE COMMISSION NO FEWER THAN THREE PLANS, EXCEPT AS PROVIDED IN
SUBSECTION (5) OF THIS SECTION. THESE PLANS WILL BE KNOWN AS THE “STAFF PLANS” AND MUST BE NAMED
AND NUMBERED SEQUENTIALLY FOR PURPOSES OF SUBSECTION (6) OF THIS SECTION. STAFF PLANS MUST BE
PREPARED, PUBLISHED ONLINE, AND PRESENTED IN ACCORDANCE WITH A TIMETABLE ESTABLISHED BY THE
COMMISSION; EXCEPT THAT EACH STAFF PLAN MUST BE PRESENTED TO THE COMMISSION NO FEWER THAN
TEN DAYS AFTER THE PRESENTATION OF ANY PREVIOUS STAFF PLAN AND NO FEWER THAN TWENTY-FOUR
HOURS AFTER IT HAS BEEN PUBLISHED ONLINE. IF THE COMMISSION FAILS TO ESTABLISH A TIMETABLE

FOR THE PRESENTATION OF STAFF PLANS WITHIN TEN DAYS AFTER THE COMPLETION OF HEARINGS ON

THE PRELIMINARY PLAN, NONPARTISAN STAFF SHALL ESTABLISH SUCH TIMETABLE. NONPARTISAN STAFF
SHALL KEEP EACH PLAN CONFIDENTIAL UNTIL IT IS PUBLISHED ONLINE OR BY A COMPARABLE MEANS OF
COMMUNICATING WITH THE PUBLIC USING GENERALLY AVAILABLE TECHNOLOGIES. THE COMMISSION

MAY PROVIDE DIRECTION, IF APPROVED BY AT LEAST EIGHT COMMISSIONERS INCLUDING AT LEAST ONE
COMMISSIONER UNAFFILIATED WITH ANY POLITICAL PARTY, FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF STAFF PLANS
THROUGH THE ADOPTION OF STANDARDS, GUIDELINES, OR METHODOLOGIES TO WHICH NONPARTISAN STAFF
SHALL ADHERE, INCLUDING STANDARDS, GUIDELINES, OR METHODOLOGIES TO BE USED TO EVALUATE A PLAN’S
COMPETITIVENESS, CONSISTENT WITH SECTION 44.3 (3)(D) OF THIS ARTICLE V. IN PREPARING ALL STAFF
PLANS, NONPARTISAN STAFF SHALL ALSO CONSIDER PUBLIC TESTIMONY AND PUBLIC COMMENTS RECEIVED BY
THE COMMISSION THAT ARE CONSISTENT WITH THE CRITERIA SPECIFIED IN SECTION 44.3 OF THIS ARTICLE V.
(4) ANY COMMISSIONER OR GROUP OF COMMISSIONERS MAY REQUEST NONPARTISAN STAFF TO PREPARE
ADDITIONAL PLANS OR AMENDMENTS TO PLANS. ANY SUCH REQUEST MUST BE MADE IN A PUBLIC HEARING OF
THE COMMISSION BUT DOES NOT REQUIRE COMMISSION APPROVAL. PLANS OR AMENDMENTS DEVELOPED IN
RESPONSE TO SUCH REQUESTS ARE SEPARATE FROM STAFF PLANS FOR PURPOSES OF SUBSECTION (6) OF THIS
SECTION.

(5) (A) THE COMMISSION MAY ADOPT A FINAL PLAN AT ANY TIME AFTER PRESENTATION OF THE FIRST STAFF
PLAN, IN WHICH CASE NONPARTISAN STAFF DOES NOT NEED TO PREPARE OR PRESENT ADDITIONAL STAFF
PLANS.

(B8) NO LATER THAN SEPTEMBER 1 OF THE REDISTRICTING YEAR, THE COMMISSION SHALL ADOPT A FINAL
PLAN, WHICH MUST THEN BE SUBMITTED TO THE SUPREME COURT FOR ITS REVIEW AND DETERMINATION IN
ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 44.5 OF THIS ARTICLE V.

(c) THE COMMISSION MAY ADJUST THE DEADLINES SPECIFIED IN THIS SECTION IF CONDITIONS OUTSIDE

OF THE COMMISSION’S CONTROL REQUIRE SUCH AN ADJUSTMENT TO ENSURE ADOPTING A FINAL PLAN AS
REQUIRED BY THIS SUBSECTION (5).

(D) THE COMMISSION MAY GRANT NONPARTISAN STAFF THE AUTHORITY TO MAKE TECHNICAL DE MINIMIS
ADJUSTMENTS TO THE ADOPTED PLAN PRIOR TO ITS SUBMISSION TO THE SUPREME COURT.

(6) IF FOR ANY REASON THE COMMISSION DOES NOT ADOPT A FINAL PLAN BY THE DATE SPECIFIED IN
SUBSECTION (5) OF THIS SECTION, THEN NONPARTISAN STAFF SHALL SUBMIT THE UNAMENDED THIRD STAFFE
PLAN TO THE SUPREME COURT.

SECTION 7. In the constitution of the state of Colorado, article V, repeal and reenact section 44.5, as follows:
SECTION 44.5. SUPREME COURT REVIEW. (1) THE SUPREME COURT SHALL REVIEW THE SUBMITTED PLAN AND
DETERMINE WHETHER THE PLAN COMPLIES WITH THE CRITERIA LISTED IN SECTION 44.3 OF THIS ARTICLE V.
THE COURT’S REVIEW AND DETERMINATION SHALL TAKE PRECEDENCE OVER OTHER MATTERS BEFORE THE
COURT. THE SUPREME COURT SHALL ADOPT RULES FOR SUCH PROCEEDINGS AND FOR THE PRODUCTION AND
PRESENTATION OF SUPPORTIVE EVIDENCE FOR SUCH PLAN. ANY LEGAL ARGUMENTS CONCERNING SUCH PLAN
MUST BE SUBMITTED TO THE SUPREME COURT PURSUANT TO THE SCHEDULE ESTABLISHED BY THE COURT.

(2) THE SUPREME COURT SHALL APPROVE THE PLAN SUBMITTED UNLESS IT FINDS THAT THE COMMISSION OR
NONPARTISAN STAFE, IN THE CASE OF A STAFF PLAN SUBMITTED IN THE ABSENCE OF A COMMISSION-APPROVED
PLAN, ABUSED ITS DISCRETION IN APPLYING OR FAILING TO APPLY THE CRITERIA LISTED IN SECTION 44.3 OF
THIS ARTICLE V, IN LIGHT OF THE RECORD BEFORE THE COMMISSION. THE SUPREME COURT MAY CONSIDER
ANY MAPS SUBMITTED TO THE COMMISSION IN ASSESSING WHETHER THE COMMISSION OR NONPARTISAN
STAFF, IN THE CASE OF A STAFF PLAN SUBMITTED IN THE ABSENCE OF A COMMISSION-APPROVED PLAN,
ABUSED ITS DISCRETION.

(3) IF THE SUPREME COURT DETERMINES THAT THE SUBMITTED PLAN CONSTITUTES AN ABUSE OF DISCRETION
IN APPLYING OR FAILING TO APPLY THE CRITERIA LISTED IN SECTION 44.3 OF THIS ARTICLE V, IN LIGHT OF THE
RECORD BEFORE THE COMMISSION, THE SUPREME COURT SHALL RETURN THE PLAN TO THE COMMISSION WITH
THE COURT’S REASONS FOR DISAPPROVAL.

(4) (A) BY NOVEMBER 1 OF THE REDISTRICTING YEAR, THE SUPREME COURT SHALL APPROVE THE PLAN
SUBMITTED OR RETURN THE PLAN TO THE COMMISSION.

(B) IF THE COURT RETURNS THE PLAN TO THE COMMISSION, THE COMMISSION SHALL HAVE TWELVE DAYS TO
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HOLD A COMMISSION HEARING THAT INCLUDES PUBLIC TESTIMONY AND TO RETURN AN ADOPTED PLAN THAT
RESOLVES THE COURT’S REASONS FOR DISAPPROVAL.
(C) IF THE COMMISSION FAILS TO ADOPT AND RETURN A PLAN TO THE COURT WITHIN TWELVE DAYS,
NONPARTISAN STAFF SHALL HAVE AN ADDITIONAL THREE DAYS TO PREPARE A PLAN THAT RESOLVES THE
COURT’S REASONS FOR DISAPPROVAL AND RETURN IT TO THE COURT FOR APPROVAL.
(p) THE SUPREME COURT SHALL REVIEW THE REVISED PLAN IN ACCORDANCE WITH SUBSECTIONS (1), (2), AND
(3) OF THIS SECTION.
(5) THE SUPREME COURT SHALL APPROVE A PLAN FOR THE REDRAWING OF CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICTS NO
LATER THAN DECEMBER 15 OF THE REDISTRICTING YEAR. THE COURT SHALL ORDER THAT SUCH PLAN BE
FILED WITH THE SECRETARY OF STATE NO LATER THAN SUCH DATE.
SECTION 8. In the constitution of the state of Colorado, article v, repeal and reenact section 44.6, as follows:
SECTION 44.6. SEVERABILITY. I[E ANY PROVISION OF SECTIONS 44.1 THROUGH 44.5 OF THIS ARTICLE V IS
FOUND BY A COURT OF COMPETENT JURISDICTION TO BE UNCONSTITUTIONAL, OR IF ANY APPLICATION OF
THESE SECTIONS IS FOUND BY SUCH A COURT TO BE UNCONSTITUTIONAL, SUCH INVALIDITY SHALL NOT
AFFECT OTHER PROVISIONS OR APPLICATIONS OF THE REMAINING PROVISIONS OF THESE SECTIONS THAT CAN
BE GIVEN EFFECT WITHOUT THE INVALID PROVISION OR APPLICATION. THE PROVISIONS OF SECTIONS 44.1
THROUGH 44.5 OF THIS ARTICLE V ARE DEEMED AND DECLARED SEVERABLE.
Amendment 87
Graduated Income Tax
The ballot title below is a summary drafted by the professional staff of the offices of the secretary of state, the
attorney general, and the legal staff for the general assembly for ballot purposes only. The ballot title will not
appear in the Colorado constitution or Colorado Revised Statutes. The text of the measure that will appear
in the Colorado constitution and Colorado Revised Statutes below was drafted by the proponents of the
initiative. The initiated measure is included on the ballot as a proposed change to current law because the
proponents gathered the required amount of petition signatures.
Ballot Title:
SHALL STATE TAXES BE INCREASED $2.7 BILLION ANNUALLY, IN ORDER TO INCREASE OR
IMPROVE LEVELS OF PUBLIC SERVICES, INCLUDING K-12 PUBLIC SCHOOL EDUCATION,
HEALTH CARE, AND EARLY CHILD CARE AND EDUCATION SERVICES, BY AN AMENDMENT
TO THE COLORADO CONSTITUTION AND A CHANGE TO THE COLORADO REVISED
STATUTES REPEALING EXISTING LAW AND CREATING NEW LAW TO REPLACE THE UNIFORM
STATE INCOME TAX RATE WITH A GRADUATED INCOME TAX STRUCTURE, AND, IN
CONNECTION THEREWITH, AMENDING THE TAXPAYER’S BILL OF RIGHTS TO ELIMINATE THE
CONSTITUTIONAL REQUIREMENT FOR ALL TAXABLE NET INCOME TO BE TAXED AT ONE
RATE WITH NO ADDED TAX ON INCOME; ESTABLISHING VARIOUS INCOME TAX RATES BASED
ON THE AMOUNT OF TAXABLE INCOME EARNED BY INDIVIDUALS, ESTATES, TRUSTS, AND
CORPORATIONS, WHILE MAINTAINING THE CURRENT 4.4% TAX ON INCOME FROM THE SALE
OF A PRINCIPAL RESIDENCE, WHICH WILL RESULT IN THE ESTIMATED CHANGE IN INCOME
TAXES OWED BY INDIVIDUALS AS IDENTIFIED IN THE FOLLOWING TABLE; AND AUTHORIZING
THE STATE TO RETAIN AND SPEND ANY INCREASED REVENUE FROM THE NEW TAX
STRUCTURE, AS A VOTER-APPROVED REVENUE CHANGE, TO SUPPLEMENT CURRENT LEVELS
OF FUNDING FOR K-12 PUBLIC SCHOOL EDUCATION, HEALTH CARE, AND EARLY CHILD CARE
AND EDUCATION PROGRAMS?
Amendment 87
Change in Income Taxes Owed by Income Category

Income Categories Current  Proposed Proposed Change in
Average Average Average Income Tax

Income Income Owed if Passed

Tax Owed  Tax Owed +or-

$25,000 or less $59 $50 -$9
$25,001 - $50,000 $751 $632 -$119
$50,001 - $100,000 $1,877 $1,666 -$210
$100,001 - $200,000 $4,126 $3,828 -$298
$200,001 - $500,000 $9,344 $9,019 -$325
$500,001 - $1,000,000 $19,288 $18,963 -$325
$1,000,001 - $2,000,000 $29,432 $34,196 +$4,764
$2,000,001 - $5,000,000 $41,196 $55,110 +$13,914

Income categories use adjusted gross income reported to the federal Internal Revenue Service.

Text of Measure:

Be it Enacted by the People of the State of Colorado:

SECTION 1. Legislative Declaration

(1) The people of the state of Colorado find, determine, and declare that:

(a) Colorado taxpayers are entitled to a fair and equitable tax system that recognizes the affordability
challenges facing working families, promotes a vibrant statewide economy, and adequately supports our
public education, health care, and child care systems and other essential public services available to all
Coloradans;

(b) Colorado’s current flat income tax system, unlike the graduated income tax system at the federal level and
in 27 other states, taxes millionaires and corporations at the same rate as regular working people;

(c) Combining state income, sales, and property taxes, the wealthiest 1% of Coloradans-those making

over $850,000 per year—pay only 7% of their income in state and local taxes every year, whereas the 60% of
Coloradans making between $25,000 and $150,000 per year pay between 9-10%.

(d) The 97% of Colorado taxpayers making less than $500,000 would benefit from a tax cut to help them
afford the high cost of living;

(e) The Taxpayer’s Bill of Rights, or the TABOR amendment, has significantly limited the ability of state and
local governments to invest in supporting teachers and care workers, building infrastructure, and keeping up
with a changing economy;

(f) TABOR can be amended to allow a graduated income tax without impacting TABOR refunds or the voters’
right to approve any future tax increases;

(g) As demonstrated by recent state-commissioned adequacy studies, Colorado’s public schools have been
underfunded for decades, and despite the elimination of the Budget Stabilization Factor in 2024, teacher wage
competitiveness is still 50th in the country.

(h) Health care in Colorado is too expensive, and the cuts in the federal budget bill are expected to exceed

$2 billion per year by 2032, with rural hospitals and clinics facing the greatest risks for closing or limiting
services; and

(i) Child care in Colorado is too expensive, making it harder for parents to work while raising their families,
and yet wages are so low that 46 percent of early childhood workers in the state rely on social welfare
programs like Medicaid and SNAP;

(2) The people of the state of Colorado find, therefore, that:

(a) A graduated income tax system will:

(I) Better support Colorado’s children and families, working people, and older adults by cutting taxes

for individuals and small businesses making less than $500,000 per year while only increasing taxes on
individuals and corporations making more than $500,000 per year;

(II) Increase Colorado’s ability to adequately invest in our public schools, health care, and child care systems
and programs to improve the affordability of health care and child care;

(b) A graduated income tax system will not:

(I) Change the Constitutional requirement that the state government cannot raise any tax rates without
another vote of the people;

(II) Reduce or otherwise impact TABOR refunds, because any revenue raised from Colorado’s current 4.4%
flat income tax, 2.9% sales tax, and various other taxes and fees that exceeds the TABOR spending limit will
be required to be refunded to taxpayers;

(c) All new revenue from graduated income tax that exceeds what would have otherwise been collected under
Colorado’s current tax rates will be transferred into the Colorado’s Future Fund, with spending limited to the
following purposes:

(I) Improving our public education system, increasing pay to attract and retain great teachers, reducing

class sizes, supporting rural schools, and supporting affordable pathways to higher education and workforce
training;

(IT) Improving our health care system, making health care more affordable, replacing federal Medicaid funds
that were cut by the federal budget bill, implementing new requirements in the federal budget bill, increasing
access to mental and behavioral health care and primary care, supporting services for older adults and people
with disabilities, increasing access to nutritious food, supporting our health care workforce, and supporting
rural hospitals and clinics;

(IIT) Improving our early child care and education systems, helping families afford child care, and increasing
pay to attract and retain great child care providers;

(d) New revenues are intended to supplement rather than supplant existing funding;

(e) Taxpayers will be able to monitor and assure responsible and effective usage of all new revenue based on
the following requirements:

(I) The nonpartisan office of legislative council will produce an annual report on all spending of new revenue
that will be accessible to the public in various formats including the general assembly’s website with plain
language descriptions and understandable data visualizations;

(II) The nonpartisan and independent office of the state auditor will annually audit this report and present
findings to the Joint Budget Committee and the public;

SECTION 2 In the constitution of the state of Colorado, section 20 of article X, amend (8)(a) as follows:

(8) Revenue limits. (a) New or increased transfer tax rates on real property are prohibited. No new state real
property tax or local district income tax shall be imposed. Neither an income tax rate increase nor a new state
definition of taxable income shall apply before the next tax year. Any income tax law change after July 1, 1992
shall also require all taxable net income to be taxed atonerate;excluding refund-taxcredits-or-voter-approve
tax-credits; with no added tax-or surcharge.

SECTION 3. In Colorado Revised Statutes, 39-22-104, amend (1.7)(c) and (2); and add (1.8) as follows:
39-22-104. Income tax imposed on individuals, estates, and trusts - report - tax preference performance
statement - legislative declaration - definitions - repeal. (1.7)(c) Except as otherwise provided in section 39-
22-627, subject to subsection (2) of this section, with respect to taxable years commencing on or after January
1, 2022, BUT BEFORE JANUARY 1, 2027, a tax of four and forty one-hundredths percent is imposed on the
federal taxable income, as determined pursuant to section 63 of the internal revenue code, of every individual,
estate, and trust.

(1.8)(a) EXCEPT AS OTHERWISE PROVIDED IN SECTION 39-22-627, SUBJECT TO SUBSECTION (2) OF THIS
SECTION, WITH RESPECT TO TAXABLE YEARS COMMENCING ON OR AFTER JANUARY 1, 2027, A GRADUATED TAX
IS IMPOSED ON FEDERAL TAXABLE INCOME, AS DETERMINED BY SECTION 63 OF THE INTERNAL REVENUE CODE,
OF EVERY INDIVIDUAL, ESTATE, AND TRUST, AS FOLLOWS:

(I) FOR FEDERAL TAXABLE INCOME LESS THAN OR EQUAL TO TWENTY FIVE THOUSAND DOLLARS, THE TAX IS
THREE AND SEVENTY ONE-HUNDREDTHS PERCENT;

(IT) FOR FEDERAL TAXABLE INCOME GREATER THAN TWENTY FIVE THOUSAND DOLLARS BUT LESS THAN OR
EQUAL TO ONE HUNDRED THOUSAND DOLLARS, THE TAX IS (A) THREE AND SEVENTY ONE-HUNDREDTHS
PERCENT ON THE AMOUNT UP TO AND INCLUDING TWENTY FIVE THOUSAND DOLLARS AND (B) FOUR AND
TWENTY ONE-HUNDREDTHS PERCENT ON THE AMOUNT GREATER THAN TWENTY FIVE THOUSAND DOLLARS
BUT LESS THAN OR EQUAL TO ONE HUNDRED THOUSAND DOLLARS;

(IIT) FOR FEDERAL TAXABLE INCOME GREATER THAN ONE HUNDRED THOUSAND DOLLARS BUT LESS THAN

OR EQUAL TO FIVE HUNDRED THOUSAND DOLLARS, THE TAX IS (A) THREE AND SEVENTY ONE-HUNDREDTHS
PERCENT ON THE AMOUNT UP TO AND INCLUDING TWENTY FIVE THOUSAND DOLLARS, (B) FOUR AND TWENTY
ONE-HUNDREDTHS PERCENT ON THE AMOUNT GREATER THAN TWENTY FIVE THOUSAND DOLLARS BUT LESS
THAN OR EQUAL TO ONE HUNDRED THOUSAND DOLLARS, AND (C) FOUR AND FORTY ONE-HUNDREDTHS
PERCENT ON THE AMOUNT GREATER THAN ONE HUNDRED THOUSAND DOLLARS;
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(IV) FOR FEDERAL TAXABLE INCOME GREATER THAN FIVE HUNDRED THOUSAND DOLLARS BUT LESS THAN
OR EQUAL TO SEVEN HUNDRED FIFTY THOUSAND DOLLARS, THE TAX IS (A) THREE AND SEVENTY ONE-
HUNDREDTHS PERCENT ON THE AMOUNT UP TO AND INCLUDING TWENTY FIVE THOUSAND DOLLARS, (B)
FOUR AND TWENTY ONE-HUNDREDTHS PERCENT ON THE AMOUNT GREATER THAN TWENTY FIVE THOUSAND
DOLLARS BUT LESS THAN OR EQUAL TO ONE HUNDRED THOUSAND DOLLARS, (C) FOUR AND FORTY ONE-
HUNDREDTHS PERCENT ON THE AMOUNT GREATER THAN ONE HUNDRED THOUSAND DOLLARS BUT LESS THAN
OR EQUAL TO FIVE HUNDRED THOUSAND DOLLARS, AND (D) SEVEN AND FORTY ONE-HUNDREDTHS PERCENT
ON THE AMOUNT GREATER THAN FIVE HUNDRED THOUSAND DOLLARS;
(V) FOR FEDERAL TAXABLE INCOME GREATER THAN SEVEN HUNDRED FIFTY THOUSAND DOLLARS BUT LESS
THAN OR EQUAL TO ONE MILLION DOLLARS, THE TAX IS (A) THREE AND SEVENTY ONE-HUNDREDTHS PERCENT
ON THE AMOUNT UP TO AND INCLUDING TWENTY FIVE THOUSAND DOLLARS, (B) FOUR AND TWENTY ONE-
HUNDREDTHS PERCENT ON THE AMOUNT GREATER THAN TWENTY FIVE THOUSAND DOLLARS BUT LESS THAN
OR EQUAL TO ONE HUNDRED THOUSAND DOLLARS, (C) FOUR AND FORTY ONE-HUNDREDTHS PERCENT ON THE
AMOUNT GREATER THAN ONE HUNDRED THOUSAND DOLLARS BUT LESS THAN OR EQUAL TO FIVE HUNDRED
THOUSAND DOLLARS, (D) SEVEN AND FORTY ONE-HUNDREDTHS PERCENT ON THE AMOUNT OVER FIVE
HUNDRED THOUSAND DOLLARS BUT LESS THAN OR EQUAL TO SEVEN HUNDRED FIETY THOUSAND DOLLARS,
AND (E) SEVEN AND NINETY ONE-HUNDREDTHS PERCENT ON THE AMOUNT OVER SEVEN HUNDRED FIFTY
THOUSAND DOLLARS; AND
(VI) FOR FEDERAL TAXABLE INCOME GREATER THAN ONE MILLION DOLLARS, THE TAX IS (A) THREE AND
SEVENTY ONE-HUNDREDTHS PERCENT ON THE AMOUNT UP TO AND INCLUDING TWENTY FIVE THOUSAND
DOLLARS, (B) FOUR AND TWENTY ONE-HUNDREDTHS PERCENT ON THE AMOUNT GREATER THAN TWENTY FIVE
THOUSAND DOLLARS BUT LESS THAN OR EQUAL TO ONE HUNDRED THOUSAND DOLLARS, (C) FOUR AND FORTY
ONE-HUNDREDTHS PERCENT ON THE AMOUNT GREATER THAN ONE HUNDRED THOUSAND DOLLARS BUT LESS
THAN OR EQUAL TO FIVE HUNDRED THOUSAND DOLLARS, (D) SEVEN AND FORTY ONE-HUNDREDTHS PERCENT
ON THE AMOUNT GREATER THAN FIVE HUNDRED THOUSAND DOLLARS BUT LESS THAN OR EQUAL TO SEVEN
HUNDRED FIFTY THOUSAND DOLLARS, (E) SEVEN AND NINETY ONE-HUNDREDTHS PERCENT ON THE AMOUNT
GREATER THAN SEVEN HUNDRED FIFTY THOUSAND DOLLARS BUT LESS THAN OR EQUAL TO ONE MILLION
DOLLARS; AND (F) EIGHT AND FORTY ONE-HUNDREDTHS PERCENT ON THE AMOUNT GREATER THAN ONE
MILLION DOLLARS.
(b) FOR PURPOSES OF SUBSECTION (1.8)(a) OF THIS SECTION, TAXABLE NET INCOME FROM THE SALE OR
EXCHANGE OF A PRINCIPAL RESIDENCE EXCEEDING THE AMOUNT EXCLUDED FROM FEDERAL TAXABLE INCOME
UNDER SECTION 121 OF THE INTERNAL REVENUE CODE SHALL BE SUBJECT TO TAX UNDER THIS SECTION AT
THE RATE OF FOUR AND FORTY ONE-HUNDREDTHS PERCENT.
(2) Prior to the application of the rate of tax prescribed in subsection (1), (1.5), or-(1.7), or (1.8) of this
section, the federal taxable income shall be modified as provided in subsections (3) and (4) of this section.
SECTION 4. In Colorado Revised Statutes, 39-22-301, amend (1)(d)(I)(K) and add (1)(d)(I)(L) as follows:
39-22-301. Corporate tax imposed - repeal. (1)(d)(I)(K). Except as otherwise provided in section 39-22-
627, for income tax years commencing on or after January 1, 2022, BUT BEFORE JANUARY 1, 2027, four and
forty one-hundredths percent of the Colorado net income.
(1)(d)(I)(L) EXCEPT AS OTHERWISE PROVIDED IN SECTION 39-22-627, FOR INCOME TAX YEARS COMMENCING
ON OR AFTER JANUARY 1, 2027, A GRADUATED TAX IS IMPOSED ON COLORADO NET INCOME, AS DETERMINED
UNDER THIS SECTION, OF EVERY DOMESTIC C CORPORATION, FOREIGN C CORPORATION, AND COMBINED
GROUP, AS DEFINED IN SECTION 39-22-303(12)(a.3), DOING BUSINESS IN COLORADO ANNUALLY IN AN
AMOUNT OF THE NET INCOME OF SUCH C CORPORATION DURING THE YEAR DERIVED FROM SOURCES WITHIN
COLORADO AS SET FORTH IN THE FOLLOWING SCHEDULE OF RATES, AS FOLLOWS:
(i) FOR COLORADO NET INCOME LESS THAN OR EQUAL TO TWENTY FIVE THOUSAND DOLLARS, THE TAX IS
THREE AND SEVENTY ONE-HUNDREDTHS PERCENT;
(ii) ForR COLORADO NET INCOME GREATER THAN TWENTY FIVE THOUSAND DOLLARS BUT LESS THAN OR
EQUAL TO ONE HUNDRED THOUSAND DOLLARS, THE TAX IS (I) THREE AND SEVENTY ONE-HUNDREDTHS
PERCENT ON THE AMOUNT UP TO AND INCLUDING TWENTY FIVE THOUSAND DOLLARS AND (II) FOUR AND
TWENTY ONE-HUNDREDTHS PERCENT ON THE AMOUNT GREATER THAN TWENTY FIVE THOUSAND DOLLARS
BUT LESS THAN OR EQUAL TO ONE HUNDRED THOUSAND DOLLARS;
(iii) FOR COLORADO NET INCOME GREATER THAN ONE HUNDRED THOUSAND DOLLARS BUT LESS THAN OR
EQUAL TO FIVE HUNDRED THOUSAND DOLLARS, THE TAX IS (I) THREE AND SEVENTY ONE-HUNDREDTHS
PERCENT ON THE AMOUNT UP TO AND INCLUDING TWENTY FIVE THOUSAND DOLLARS, (II) FOUR AND TWENTY
ONE-HUNDREDTHS PERCENT ON THE AMOUNT GREATER THAN TWENTY FIVE THOUSAND DOLLARS BUT LESS
THAN OR EQUAL TO ONE HUNDRED THOUSAND DOLLARS, AND (III) FOUR AND FORTY ONE-HUNDREDTHS
PERCENT ON THE AMOUNT GREATER THAN ONE HUNDRED THOUSAND DOLLARS;
(iv) FOR COLORADO NET INCOME GREATER THAN FIVE HUNDRED THOUSAND DOLLARS BUT LESS THAN
OR EQUAL TO SEVEN HUNDRED FIFTY THOUSAND DOLLARS, THE TAX IS (I) THREE AND SEVENTY ONE-
HUNDREDTHS PERCENT ON THE AMOUNT UP TO AND INCLUDING TWENTY FIVE THOUSAND DOLLARS, (II)
FOUR AND TWENTY ONE-HUNDREDTHS PERCENT ON THE AMOUNT GREATER THAN TWENTY FIVE THOUSAND
DOLLARS BUT LESS THAN OR EQUAL TO ONE HUNDRED THOUSAND DOLLARS, (III) FOUR AND FORTY ONE-
HUNDREDTHS PERCENT ON THE AMOUNT GREATER THAN ONE HUNDRED THOUSAND DOLLARS BUT LESS THAN
OR EQUAL TO FIVE HUNDRED THOUSAND DOLLARS, AND (IV) SEVEN AND FORTY ONE-HUNDREDTHS PERCENT
ON THE AMOUNT GREATER THAN FIVE HUNDRED THOUSAND DOLLARS;
(v) ForR COLORADO NET INCOME GREATER THAN SEVEN HUNDRED FIETY THOUSAND DOLLARS BUT LESS THAN
OR EQUAL TO ONE MILLION DOLLARS, THE TAX IS (I) THREE AND SEVENTY ONE-HUNDREDTHS PERCENT ON
THE AMOUNT UP TO AND INCLUDING TWENTY FIVE THOUSAND DOLLARS, (II) FOUR AND TWENTY ONE-
HUNDREDTHS PERCENT ON THE AMOUNT GREATER THAN TWENTY FIVE THOUSAND DOLLARS BUT LESS THAN
OR EQUAL TO ONE HUNDRED THOUSAND DOLLARS, (III) FOUR AND FORTY ONE-HUNDREDTHS PERCENT ON THE
AMOUNT GREATER THAN ONE HUNDRED THOUSAND DOLLARS BUT LESS THAN OR EQUAL TO FIVE HUNDRED
THOUSAND DOLLARS, (IV) SEVEN AND FORTY ONE-HUNDREDTHS PERCENT ON THE AMOUNT OVER FIVE
HUNDRED THOUSAND DOLLARS BUT LESS THAN OR EQUAL TO SEVEN HUNDRED FIFTY THOUSAND DOLLARS,
AND (V) SEVEN AND NINETY ONE-HUNDREDTHS PERCENT ON THE AMOUNT OVER SEVEN HUNDRED FIFTY
THOUSAND DOLLARS; AND
(vi) FOR COLORADO NET INCOME GREATER THAN ONE MILLION DOLLARS, THE TAX IS (I) THREE AND SEVENTY
ONE-HUNDREDTHS PERCENT ON THE AMOUNT UP TO AND INCLUDING TWENTY FIVE THOUSAND DOLLARS, (II)
FOUR AND TWENTY ONE-HUNDREDTHS PERCENT ON THE AMOUNT GREATER THAN TWENTY FIVE THOUSAND
DOLLARS BUT LESS THAN OR EQUAL TO ONE HUNDRED THOUSAND DOLLARS, (III) FOUR AND FORTY ONE-
HUNDREDTHS PERCENT ON THE AMOUNT GREATER THAN ONE HUNDRED THOUSAND DOLLARS BUT LESS THAN
OR EQUAL TO FIVE HUNDRED THOUSAND DOLLARS, (IV) SEVEN AND FORTY ONE-HUNDREDTHS PERCENT
ON THE AMOUNT GREATER THAN FIVE HUNDRED THOUSAND DOLLARS BUT LESS THAN OR EQUAL TO SEVEN
HUNDRED FIFTY THOUSAND DOLLARS, (V) SEVEN AND NINETY ONE-HUNDREDTHS PERCENT ON THE AMOUNT
GREATER THAN SEVEN HUNDRED EIFTY THOUSAND DOLLARS BUT LESS THAN OR EQUAL TO ONE MILLION
DOLLARS; AND (VI) EIGHT AND FORTY ONE-HUNDREDTHS PERCENT ON THE AMOUNT GREATER THAN ONE
MILLION DOLLARS.
SECTION 5. In Colorado Revised Statutes, add 24-77-103.3 as follows:
24-77-103.3. Voter approved revenue change - retention and use of revenue - accountability. (1)
NOTWITHSTANDING ANY PROVISION OF LAW TO THE CONTRARY, FOR EACH STATE FISCAL YEAR COMMENCING
ON OR AFTER JANUARY 1, 2026, ALL REVENUE COLLECTED UNDER THE INCOME TAX RATES ESTABLISHED
BY SECTION 39-22-104(1.8) and section 39-22-301(1)(d)(I)(L) IN EXCESS OF THE REVENUE THAT WOULD
BE GENERATED IN ANY SUCH STATE FISCAL YEAR BY APPLYING THE INCOME TAX RATE THAT EXISTED AS OF
DECEMBER 31, 2026 (“EXCESS REVENUE”), SHALL CONSTITUTE A VOTER APPROVED REVENUE CHANGE UNDER
SECTION 20(7)(d) OF ARTICLE X OF THE COLORADO CONSTITUTION, AND MAY BE COLLECTED, KEPT, AND
SPENT NOTWITHSTANDING ANY OTHER LIMITS IN SUBSECTION (20)(7)(d).
(2) FOR PURPOSES OF ADMINISTERING THE DEDICATION OF THE EXCESS REVENUE SPECIFIED IN SUBSECTION
(1) OF THIS SECTION, THERE IS HEREBY CREATED IN THE GENERAL FUND THE COLORADO FUTURE’S ACCOUNT,
WHICH SHALL CONSIST OF AN AMOUNT OF MONEYS EQUAL TO THE AMOUNT OF THE EXCESS REVENUE
SPECIEIED IN SUBSECTION (1) OF THIS SECTION. THE MONEYS IN THE ACCOUNT SHALL BE APPROPRIATED
OR TRANSFERRED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY FOR THE FOLLOWING PROGRAMS AND PURPOSES AND MUST
SUPPLEMENT AND NOT SUPPLANT CURRENT LEVELS OF APPROPRIATIONS THERETO:
(a) K-12 PUBLIC SCHOOL EDUCATION, INCLUDING:
(I) IMPROVING KINDERGARTEN THROUGH 12TH GRADE;
(IT) INCREASING ACCESS TO CAREER AND TECHNICAL EDUCATION PROGRAMS;
(IIT) INCREASING TEACHER PAY;
(b) HEALTH CARE, INCLUDING:
(I) PROGRAMS TO HELP FAMILIES AFFORD HEALTH CARE;
(IT) REPLACING MEDICAID FUNDING LOST DUE TO RECENT FEDERAL LEGISLATION, AND PAYING FOR
IMPLEMENTATION OF NEW FEDERAL REQUIREMENTS;
(IIT) INCREASING FUNDING FOR PRIMARY CARE, BEHAVIORAL HEALTH AND RURAL HEALTH CARE;
(IV) SUPPORTING HEALTH CARE, LONG-TERM CARE, AND OTHER SUPPORTS FOR OLDER ADULTS AND PEOPLE
WITH DISABILITIES;
(V) PROGRAMS THAT INCREASE ACCESS TO NUTRITIOUS FOOD; AND
(c) EARLY CHILD CARE AND EDUCATION, INCLUDING:
(I) PROGRAMS TO HELP FAMILIES AFFORD CHILD CARE;
(IT) INCREASING PAY AND SUPPORT FOR THE CHILD CARE WORKFORCE;
(III) IMPROVING ACCESS TO HIGH-QUALITY EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION PROGRAMS;
(3)(a) FOR EACH FISCAL YEAR COMMENCING ON OR AFTER JANUARY 1, 2026, THAT THE STATE RECEIVES
EXCESS REVENUE AS DEFINED IN SUBSECTION (1) OF THIS SECTION, THE DIRECTOR OF RESEARCH OF THE
NONPARTISAN STAFE OF THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL SHALL PREPARE A REPORT, TO BE TRANSMITTED TO THE
GENERAL ASSEMBLY AND MADE PUBLICLY AVAILABLE AND EASILY ACCESSIBLE ON OR VIA A LINK FROM THE
GENERAL ASSEMBLY’S WEBSITE, SPECIFYING THE USES TO WHICH SUCH REVENUE HAS BEEN APPROPRIATED
OR TRANSEERRED AND TO ENSURE THAT SUCH REVENUE IS APPROPRIATED, TRANSFERRED, AND SPENT, AS
DIRECTED BY THE PEOPLE OF COLORADO, IN ACCORDANCE WITH THIS SECTION. THE OFFICE OF THE STATE
AUDITOR SHALL ANNUALLY AUDIT THE REPORT, WHICH MUST AT A MINIMUM CONTAIN THE FOLLOWING
INEORMATION:
(I)THE AMOUNT OF SUCH EXCESS REVENUE; AND
(II)A SPECIFICATION AND DESCRIPTION OF THE AMOUNTS, PROGRAMS AND PURPOSES TO WHICH SUCH
REVENUE HAS BEEN ALLOCATED AND APPROPRIATED OR TRANSFERRED.
(b) THE REPORT SHALL INCLUDE A PLAIN LANGUAGE SUMMARY AND, WHERE POSSIBLE, EASILY
UNDERSTANDABLE VISUALIZATIONS OF THIS INFORMATION, AND SHALL BE MADE REASONABLY AVAILABLE IN
OTHER FORMATS WHEN REQUESTED.
Proposition NN

Keep and Spend Money for Education and Other Purposes
The ballot title below is a summary drafted by the professional legal staff for the general assembly for ballot
purposes only. The ballot title will not appear in the Colorado Revised Statutes. The text of the measure that
will appear in the Colorado Revised Statutes below was referred to the voters because it passed by a majority
vote of the state senate and the state house of representatives.
Ballot Title:
Shall state investment in K-12 public education increase two percent each year for the next ten years, with
investments used to increase teacher pay, improve teacher retention, lower class sizes, and increase access
to career and technical courses, without raising taxes but instead funded by raising the annual limit on state
fiscal year spending only by the amount spent on public K-12 education as a voter-approved revenue change,
and requiring an annual publicly released, independent audit to show how the new investments are spent?
Text of Measure:
Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Colorado:
SECTION 1. Legislative declaration. (1) The general assembly finds and declares that:
(a) Public education is the bedrock of Colorado’s democracy, fundamental to individual opportunity, the
underpinning of thriving communities, and the key to Colorado’s economic prosperity and future;
(b) Wise and adequate investment in Colorado’s schools is essential to maintaining and improving the
competitiveness of Colorado and its students;
(c) The money invested in Colorado’s public schools has a return on investment that has long been recognized
as among the nation’s highest;
(d) An increase in the rates of K-12 graduation, the earning of industry certifications, and the earning of
associates degrees demonstrate the effectiveness of Colorado’s investment in public schools;
(e) Research demonstrates that increasing school funding results in long-term increases in graduation rates
and lifetime wages, prevents crime, and lowers incarceration rates;
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(f) Educators and support staff in every school district and charter school across Colorado make invaluable
contributions to their schools, districts, and communities by dedicating their time, talents, and out-of-pocket
money to their students, despite Colorado ranking near the bottom of starting teacher pay and having the
largest teacher pay penalty in the nation;
(g) Teachers, counselors, para professionals, bus drivers, and essential support staff are leaving their
professions because salaries have not kept up with housing, healthcare, and cost of living;
(h) Students are learning in overcrowded classrooms and in schools with fewer mental health counselors,
opportunities for special education support, and programs that support their ability to develop into healthy,
productive adults;
(i) Working class, multilingual, and rural communities are hit hardest by chronic school underfunding;
(j) In January 2025, the legislature received the reports and recommendation of the two commissioned
adequacy studies: “Equity and Adequacy of Colorado School Funding - A Cost-Modeling Approach’, by
the American institutes for research, and “Colorado Input-Based Financial Adequacy Study Report”, by
Augenblick, Palaich and Associates, Inc;
(k) The adequacy studies found that, were Colorado schools funded fully and fairly, every student would have
the individual attention they need from teachers, counselors, health professionals, tutors, and support staff to
succeed and thrive; every teacher would have a reasonable workload, professional development and coaching,
and a salary that would allow them to live where they work; and every community would enjoy the benefit of
vibrant public schools, a high-quality workforce, and an engaged citizenry;
(1) Colorado’s fiscal constraints and potential of federal funding cuts to education, medicaid, nutrition, human
services, and other critical programs threaten the sustainability and adequacy of school funding in Colorado
and to deplete the state education fund;
(m) Research demonstrates that high-quality early childhood education, including child care and preschool,
produces significant long-term benefits, including improved school readiness, higher graduation rates, and
greater lifetime earnings, and that every dollar invested in high-quality childhood education yields substantial
returns to the state and its communities;
(n) Children who participate in high-quality preschool and child care programs arrive in kindergarten better
prepared to learn across language, math, and social-emotional domains, with the greatest benefits accruing to
children from working families, rural communities, and multilingual households; and
(o) Therefore, it is in the best interest of educators, students, and their families to allow voters to invest
further in public education by modernizing the state’s ability to retain and spend revenue to meet the needs
of Colorado communities and to ensure that state investment in K-12 public education is increased by two
percent for at least ten years through the funding of a positive factor.
SECTION 2. In Colorado Revised Statutes, add 22-54-103.7 as follows:
22-54-103.7. Positive factor - definitions.
(1) As USED IN THIS SECTION, UNLESS THE CONTEXT OTHERWISE REQUIRES:
(a) “NEW FORMULA DISTRICT TOTAL PROGRAM CALCULATION” MEANS A DISTRICT'S TOTAL PROGRAM FOR
THE APPLICABLE BUDGET YEAR AS CALCULATED PURSUANT TO THE DISTRICT TOTAL PROGRAM FORMULA IN
SECTION 22-54-103.5. THE TERM DOES NOT INCLUDE ANY ADJUSTMENTS REQUIRED PURSUANT TO SECTION
22-54-103.3 WHEN DETERMINING A DISTRICT'S TOTAL PROGRAM FOR THE 2027-28 BUDGET YEAR THROUGH
THE 2030-31 BUDGET YEAR.
(b) “NEW FORMULA STATEWIDE TOTAL PROGRAM CALCULATION” MEANS THE DISTRICT TOTAL PROGRAM
FOR ALL DISTRICTS FOR THE APPLICABLE BUDGET YEAR AS CALCULATED PURSUANT TO THE DISTRICT TOTAL
PROGRAM FORMULA IN SECTION 22-54-103.5. THE TERM DOES NOT INCLUDE ANY ADJUSTMENTS REQUIRED
PURSUANT TO SECTION 22-54-103.3 WHEN DETERMINING A DISTRICT'S TOTAL PROGRAM FOR THE 2027-28
BUDGET YEAR THROUGH THE 2030-31 BUDGET YEAR.
(c) “POSITIVE FACTOR” MEANS:
(I) FOR THE 2026-27 BUDGET YEAR, TWO PERCENT OF PROGRAM FOUNDATION CALCULATED FOR THE 2025-26
BUDGET YEAR;
(IT) FOr THE 2027-28 BUDGET YEAR THROUGH THE 2034-35 BUDGET YEAR, THE SUM OF:
(A) TWO PERCENT OF PROGRAM FOUNDATION FOR THE IMMEDIATELY PRECEDING BUDGET YEAR; AND
(B) THE POSITIVE FACTOR FOR THE IMMEDIATELY PRECEDING BUDGET YEAR; AND
(IIT) FOR THE 2035-36 BUDGET YEAR AND EACH BUDGET YEAR THEREAFTER:
(A) TWO PERCENT OF PROGRAM FOUNDATION FOR THE 2034-35 BUDGET YEAR; AND
(B) THE POSITIVE FACTOR FOR THE 2034-35 BUDGET YEAR.
(d) “PROGRAM FOUNDATION” MEANS:
(I) FOR BUDGET YEARS BEFORE TOTAL PROGRAM IS DETERMINED PURSUANT TO SECTION 22-54-103.5, AN
AMOUNT EQUAL TO STATE SHARE OF TOTAL PROGRAM; AND
(II) FOR BUDGET YEARS WHEN TOTAL PROGRAM IS DETERMINED PURSUANT TO SECTION 22-54-103.5, AN
AMOUNT EQUAL TO NEW FORMULA STATEWIDE TOTAL PROGRAM CALCULATION.
(e) “STATE SHARE OF TOTAL PROGRAM~ MEANS AN AMOUNT EQUAL TO THE TOTAL OF THE STATE’S SHARE OF
EACH SCHOOL DISTRICT’S TOTAL PROGRAM, AS DEFINED IN SECTION 22-55-102 (18).
(f) “Two PERCENT K-12 PUBLIC EDUCATION INCREASE” MEANS AN AMOUNT EQUAL TO THE LESSER OF:
(I) THE POSITIVE FACTOR FOR THE CURRENT BUDGET YEAR; OR
(II) THE AMOUNT THAT THE STATE IS AUTHORIZED TO RETAIN AND SPEND PURSUANT TO SECTION 24-77-302
(1) FOR THE BUDGET YEAR MINUS, FOR THE 2027-28 BUDGET YEAR AND EACH BUDGET YEAR THEREAFTER, AN
AMOUNT EQUAL TO THE TOTAL DOLLAR AMOUNTS OF WARRANTS ISSUED BY THE STATE TREASURER PURSUANT
TO SECTION 39-3-207 (4) IN THE CURRENT BUDGET YEAR.
(2) FOR THE 2026-27 BUDGET YEAR AND EACH BUDGET YEAR THEREAFTER, A DISTRICT’S SHARE OF POSITIVE
FACTOR IS EQUAL TO:
(NEW FORMULA DISTRICT TOTAL PROGRAM CALCULATION / NEW FORMULA STATEWIDE TOTAL PROGRAM
CALCULATION) X (TWO PERCENT K-12 PUBLIC EDUCATION INCREASE).
(3) FOR THE 2026-27 BUDGET YEAR AND EACH BUDGET YEAR THEREAFTER, THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
SHALL ANNUALLY CALCULATE EACH DISTRICT’S NEW FORMULA DISTRICT TOTAL PROGRAM CALCULATION AND
THE NEW FORMULA STATEWIDE TOTAL PROGRAM CALCULATION.
(4) FOR THE 2026-27 BUDGET YEAR AND EACH BUDGET YEAR THEREAFTER, THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
AND THE STAFF OF THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL SHALL ANNUALLY DETERMINE EACH DISTRICT S POSITIVE
FACTOR BASED ON BUDGET PROJECTIONS; EXCEPT THAT THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION AND THE STAFF
OF THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL SHALL MAKE MID-YEAR REVISIONS TO REPLACE PROJECTIONS WITH ACTUAL
FIGURES TO DETERMINE ANY NECESSARY CHANGES IN THE AMOUNT TO MAINTAIN THE POSITIVE FACTOR FOR
THE APPLICABLE BUDGET YEAR.
(5) A DISTRICT’S POSITIVE FACTOR IS IN ADDITION TO, BUT IS NOT INCLUDED IN, THE DISTRICT'S TOTAL
PROGRAM DETERMINED PURSUANT TO THIS ARTICLE 54. THE POSITIVE FACTOR MUST BE DISTRIBUTED IN THE
SAME FORM AND MANNER IN WHICH PAYMENTS OF TOTAL PROGRAM ARE DISTRIBUTED UNDER LAW TO ALL
PUBLIC SCHOOLS.
(6) A DISTRICT SHALL ONLY EXPEND ITS POSITIVE FACTOR TO:
(a) INCREASE TEACHER PAY;
(b) IMPROVE TEACHER RETENTION;
(c) LOWER CLASS SIZES; AND
(d) INCREASE ACCESS TO CAREER AND TECHNICAL COURSES.
SECTION 3. In Colorado Revised Statutes, add part 3 to article 77 of title 24 as follows:

PART 3

SUBMISSION OF BALLOT ISSUE
VOTER-APPROVED REVENUE CHANGE

24-77-301. Definitions.
AS USED IN THIS PART 3, UNLESS THE CONTEXT OTHERWISE REQUIRES:
(1) “CHILDREN’S ACCOUNT” OR “ACCOUNT” MEANS THE CHILDREN’S ACCOUNT CREATED IN SECTION 24-77-
302 (2).
(2) “STATE PUBLIC EDUCATION FUNDING” MEANS THE AMOUNT DETERMINED BY LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL STAFF
PURSUANT TO SECTION 24-77-303 (1).
(3) “STATE REVENUES” MEANS STATE FISCAL YEAR SPENDING, AS DEFINED IN SECTION 24-77-102 (17).
(4) “Two PERCENT K-12 PUBLIC EDUCATION INCREASE” HAS THE MEANING SET FORTH IN SECTION 22-54-
103.7 (1)(f).
24-77-302. Retention of excess state revenues - children’s account - definitions.
(1) FOR STATE FISCAL YEARS COMMENCING ON OR AFTER JULY 1, 2026, THE STATE MAY RETAIN AND SPEND
STATE REVENUES THAT THE STATE OTHERWISE WOULD HAVE BEEN REQUIRED TO REFUND UNDER SECTION 20
(7)(d) OF ARTICLE X OF THE STATE CONSTITUTION IN AN AMOUNT EQUAL TO THE STATE PUBLIC EDUCATION
FUNDING FOR THE STATE FISCAL YEAR.
(2) (a) THERE IS HEREBY CREATED IN THE GENERAL FUND THE CHILDREN'S ACCOUNT, WHICH CONSISTS OF:
(I) FOR STATE FISCAL YEAR 2026-27, AN AMOUNT OF MONEY EQUAL TO THE AMOUNT THAT THE STATE
RETAINS FOR STATE FISCAL YEAR 2026-27 PURSUANT TO SUBSECTION (1) OF THIS SECTION; AND
(IT) FOR STATE FISCAL YEARS COMMENCING ON OR AFTER JULY 1, 2027, AN AMOUNT OF MONEY EQUAL TO
THE AMOUNT THAT THE STATE RETAINS FOR THE STATE FISCAL YEAR PURSUANT TO SUBSECTION (1) OF THIS
SECTION MINUS AN AMOUNT EQUAL TO THE TOTAL DOLLAR AMOUNT OF WARRANTS ISSUED BY THE STATE
TREASURER PURSUANT TO SECTION 39-3-207 (4) IN THE SAME STATE FISCAL YEAR.
(b) FOR EACH STATE FISCAL YEAR BEGINNING ON OR AFTER JULY 1, 2026, BUT BEFORE JULY 1, 2036, THE
GENERAL ASSEMBLY:
(I) SHALL TRANSFER OR APPROPRIATE TO THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION AN AMOUNT EQUAL TO THE
TWO PERCENT K-12 PUBLIC EDUCATION INCREASE FOR THE STATE FISCAL YEAR AND THE DEPARTMENT OF
EDUCATION SHALL DISTRIBUTE THAT AMOUNT IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 22-54-103.7;
(II) SHALL APPROPRIATE OR TRANSFER AN AMOUNT FOR INVESTMENT IN K-12 PUBLIC EDUCATION, TO BE
USED FOR SCHOOL SERVICES, DISABILITY SERVICES TO STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES, AND INCREASING
ANNUAL CONTACT HOURS, EQUAL TO THE AMOUNT, IF ANY, BY WHICH ONE HALF OF THE AMOUNT CREDITED
TO THE ACCOUNT FOR THE STATE FISCAL YEAR EXCEEDS THE AMOUNT APPROPRIATED OR TRANSFERRED
PURSUANT TO SUBSECTION (2)(b)(I) OF THIS SECTION FOR THE STATE FISCAL YEAR; AND
(III) AFTER MAKING THE APPROPRIATIONS OR TRANSFERS REQUIRED BY SUBSECTIONS (2)(b)(I) AND (2)(b)(II)
OF THIS SECTION FOR THE STATE FISCAL YEAR, SHALL APPROPRIATE OR TRANSFER THE REMAINING MONEY IN
THE ACCOUNT TO PROGRAMS THAT SUPPORT COLORADO’S CHILDREN, PRIORITIZING CHILD CARE, FULL-DAY
PRESCHOOL, AND OTHER PROGRAMS THAT PREPARE CHILDREN TO BE SUCCESSFUL IN SCHOOL.
(3) THE APPROVAL OF THE BALLOT MEASURE INCLUDING THIS SECTION BY A MAJORITY OF THE ELECTORS
VOTING ON THE BALLOT MEASURE CONSTITUTES A VOTER-APPROVED REVENUE CHANGE TO ALLOW THE
RETENTION AND EXPENDITURE OF THE ADDITIONAL STATE REVENUES THAT THE STATE IS AUTHORIZED TO
RETAIN AND SPEND PURSUANT TO SUBSECTION (1) OF THIS SECTION.
(4) THIS SECTION DOES NOT AFFECT THE AMOUNT THAT THE STATE IS PERMITTED TO RETAIN AND SPEND
UNDER THE EXCESS STATE REVENUES CAP, AS DEFINED IN SECTION 24-77-103.6 (6)(b)(I).
(5) THE MONEY THAT THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY APPROPRIATES OR TRANSFERS PURSUANT TO SUBSECTION (2)
(b)(I) OF THIS SECTION SHALL SUPPLEMENT AND NOT SUPPLANT TOTAL PROGRAM, AS DEFINED IN SECTION
22-55-102 (18).
24-77-303. Determination of state public education funding.
(1) ON OR BEFORE JANUARY 15, 2027, ON OR AFTER JULY 1, 2027, BUT BEFORE AUGUST 1, 2027, AND ON
OR AFTER EACH JULY 1 AND BEFORE EACH AUGUST 1 THEREAFTER, LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL STAFF SHALL
DETERMINE AND REPORT TO THE STATE CONTROLLER, THE OFFICE OF STATE PLANNING AND BUDGETING, AND
THE JOINT BUDGET COMMITTEE, THE GREATEST TOTAL AMOUNT IN A PRECEDING STATE FISCAL YEAR THAT
HAS BEEN COUNTED AS STATE FISCAL YEAR SPENDING AND APPROPRIATED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY FOR A
PRECEDING STATE FISCAL YEAR FOR CATEGORICAL PROGRAMS AND THE STATE SHARE OF TOTAL PROGRAM AND
THE AMOUNT OF THE TWO PERCENT K-12 PUBLIC EDUCATION INCREASE FOR THE SAME PRECEDING STATE
FISCAL YEAR. THE AMOUNT DETERMINED AND REPORTED BY LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL STAFF PURSUANT TO THIS
SUBSECTION (1) IS THE STATE PUBLIC EDUCATION FUNDING FOR THAT STATE FISCAL YEAR.
(2) As USED IN THIS SECTION, UNLESS THE CONTEXT OTHERWISE REQUIRES:
(a) “CATEGORICAL PROGRAMS” HAS THE MEANING SET FORTH IN SECTION 22-55-102 (4).
(b) “STATE SHARE OF TOTAL PROGRAM”~ MEANS AN AMOUNT EQUAL TO THE TOTAL OF THE STATE’S SHARE OF
EACH SCHOOL DISTRICT’S TOTAL PROGRAM, AS DEFINED IN SECTION 22-55-102 (18).
24-77-304. Excess state revenues expenditure independent audit.
(1) FOR EACH STATE FISCAL YEAR THAT THE STATE RETAINS AND SPENDS STATE REVENUES IN EXCESS OF THE
LIMITATION ON STATE FISCAL YEAR SPENDING PURSUANT TO THIS PART 3, THE STATE AUDITOR SHALL REPORT
ON EXCESS STATE REVENUES, INCLUDING THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION:
(a) THE AMOUNT OF STATE REVENUES THAT THE STATE RETAINED AND SPENT IN EXCESS OF THE LIMITATION
ON STATE FISCAL YEAR SPENDING PURSUANT TO THIS PART 3; AND

(b) A DESCRIPTION OF HOW THE STATE EXPENDED FROM THE ACCOUNT THE STATE REVENUES THAT THE STATE
RETAINED AND SPENT IN EXCESS OF THE LIMITATION ON STATE FISCAL YEAR SPENDING PURSUANT TO THIS
PART 3.
(2) THE STATE AUDITOR SHALL COMPLETE THE REPORTING REQUIRED BY SUBSECTION (1) OF THIS SECTION AT
THE SAME TIME THAT THE STATE AUDITOR COMPLETES THE REPORT REQUIRED PURSUANT TO SECTION 2-3-103
(2) FOLLOWING A FISCAL YEAR IN WHICH THE STATE RETAINS AND SPENDS STATE REVENUES IN EXCESS OF
THE LIMITATION ON STATE FISCAL YEAR SPENDING PURSUANT TO THIS PART 3 AND MAY AMEND THE REPORT
THEREAFTER AS NECESSARY.
SECTION 4. In Colorado Revised Statutes, 22-44-304, add (1)(g) as follows:
22-44-304. Financial reporting - online access to information - definitions.
(1) (g) (I) ADDITIONALLY, COMMENCING ON AUGUST 1, 2027, EACH LOCAL EDUCATION PROVIDER, AS DEFINED
IN SECTION 22-54-202, SHALL POST IN A FORMAT THAT CAN BE DOWNLOADED AND SORTED, FOR FREE PUBLIC
ACCESS, THE LOCAL EDUCATION PROVIDER’S ACTUAL EXPENDITURES OF ANY POSITIVE FACTOR RECEIVED
PURSUANT TO SECTION 22-54-103.7.
(IT) AS USED IN THIS SUBSECTION (1)(g), UNLESS THE CONTEXT OTHERWISE REQUIRES, “POSITIVE FACTOR”
HAS THE MEANING SET FORTH IN SECTION 22-54-103.7 (1)(c).
SECTION 5. In Colorado Revised Statutes, 24-77-106.5, amend (1)(b) as follows:
24-77-106.5. Annual financial report - certification of excess state revenues.
(1) (b) Notwithstanding section 24-1-136 (11)(a)(I), based upon the financial report prepared in accordance
with subsection (1)(a) of this section for any given fiscal year, the controller shall certify to the governor,
the general assembly, and the executive director of the department of revenue no later than September 1
following the end of a fiscal year the amount of state revenues in excess of the limitation on state fiscal year
spending imposed by section 20 (7)(a) of article X of the state constitution, if any, for such fiscal year and the
state revenues in excess of such limitation that the state is authorized to retain and spend pursuant to voter
approval of section 24-77-103.6 AND PART 3 OF THIS ARTICLE 77.
SECTION 6. In Colorado Revised Statutes, 29-32-104, amend (5) as follows:
29-32-104. Permissible expenditures - affordable housing programs - report - definitions.
(5) If the Legislative Council Staft’s March Economic and Revenue Forecast in any given year projects revenue
for the next state fiscal year will fall below the revenue limit imposed under section 20 of article X of the state
constitution BY AN AMOUNT GREATER THAN THE AMOUNT OF STATE PUBLIC EDUCATION FUNDING AS DEFINED
IN SECTION 24-77-301 (2), the general assembly may reduce the funding allocated to the office required by this
section for the next state fiscal year in order to balance the state budget for said state fiscal year.
SECTION 7. In Colorado Revised Statutes, 39-22-123.5, amend (3.5)(a)(VIII) as follows:
39-22-123.5. Earned income tax credit - legislative declaration - repeal.
(3.5) (a) As used in this subsection (3.5), unless the context otherwise requires:
(VIII) “Nonexempt revenue” means, for the applicable state fiscal year, the revenues that are identified
as nonexempt revenues in the annual comprehensive financial report published by the office of the state
controller; EXCEPT THAT, FOR STATE FISCAL YEARS COMMENCING ON OR AFTER JULY 1, 2026, NONEXEMPT
REVENUE INCLUDES STATE PUBLIC EDUCATION FUNDING AS DEFINED IN SECTION 24-77-301 (2).
SECTION 8. In Colorado Revised Statutes, 39-22-130, amend (2)(b)(II)(G) as follows:
39-22-130. Family affordability tax credit - tax preference performance statement - legislative declaration
- definitions - repeal.
(2) As used in this section, unless the context otherwise requires:
(b) (IT) As used in this subsection (2)(b):
(G) “Nonexempt revenue” means, for the applicable state fiscal year, the revenue that is identified as
nonexempt TABOR revenues in the annual comprehensive financial report published by the office of the state
controller; EXCEPT THAT, FOR STATE FISCAL YEARS COMMENCING ON OR AFTER JULY 1, 2026, NONEXEMPT
REVENUE INCLUDES STATE PUBLIC EDUCATION FUNDING AS DEFINED IN SECTION 24-77-301 (2).
SECTION 9. Refer to people under referendum. At the election held on November 3, 2026, the secretary of
state shall submit this act by its ballot title to the registered electors of the state for their approval or rejection.
Each elector voting at the election may cast a vote either “Yes/For” or “No/Against” on the following ballot
title: “Shall state investment in K-12 public education increase two percent each year for the next ten years,
with investments used to increase teacher pay, improve teacher retention, lower class sizes, and increase access
to career and technical courses, without raising taxes but instead funded by raising the annual limit on state
fiscal year spending only by the amount spent on public K-12 education as a voter-approved revenue change,
and requiring an annual publicly released, independent audit to show how the new investments are spent?”
Except as otherwise provided in section 1-40-123, Colorado Revised Statutes, if a majority of the electors
voting on the ballot title vote “Yes/For”, then the act will become part of the Colorado Revised Statutes.
Proposition 132

Increase Penalties for Fentanyl Crimes
The ballot title below is a summary drafted by the professional staff of the offices of the secretary of state, the
attorney general, and the legal staff for the general assembly for ballot purposes only. The ballot title will not
appear in the Colorado Revised Statutes. The text of the measure that will appear in the Colorado Revised
Statutes below was drafted by the proponents of the initiative. The initiated measure is included on the
ballot as a proposed change to current law because the proponents gathered the required amount of petition
signatures.
Ballot Title:
Shall there be a change to the Colorado Revised Statutes concerning criminal penalties for fentanyl and
certain synthetic opioids, and, in connection therewith, increasing the felony classifications of drug-related
crimes for distribution, manufacturing, dispensing, sale, or possession of fentanyl and certain synthetic
opioids; creating mandated treatment for certain drug felony violations based on possession amount; and
changing sentencing provisions to narrow or eliminate exemptions for crimes related to fentanyl and certain
synthetic opioids and drug-related deaths?
Text of Measure:
Be it Enacted by the People of the state of Colorado:
SECTION 1. In Colorado Revised Statutes, 18-18-102, add (35.5) as follows:
18-18-102. Definitions.
As used in this article 18:
(35.5) “LEVEL 4 TREATMENT-MANDATED DRUG FELONY MEANS A LEVEL 4 DRUG FELONY THAT IS ELIGIBLE
TO BE VACATED FOLLOWING SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION OF COURT-ORDERED TREATMENT FOR DRUG
REHABILITATION ACCORDING TO THE PROVISIONS OF SECTION 18-1.3-103.5.
SECTION 2. In Colorado Revised Statutes, repeal and reenact, with amendments, 18-18-405 as follows:
18-18-405. Unlawful distribution, manufacturing, dispensing, or sale.
(1)(a) EXCEPT AS AUTHORIZED BY PART 1 OF ARTICLE 280 OF TITLE 12, PART 2 OF ARTICLE 80 OF TITLE 27,
PART 2 OR 3 OF THIS ARTICLE 18, SECTION 18-18-434, ARTICLE 170 OF TITLE 12, OR ARTICLE 50 OF TITLE
44, IT IS UNLAWFUL FOR ANY PERSON KNOWINGLY TO MANUFACTURE, DISPENSE, SELL, OR DISTRIBUTE, OR
TO POSSESS WITH INTENT TO MANUFACTURE, DISPENSE, SELL, OR DISTRIBUTE, A CONTROLLED SUBSTANCE;
OR INDUCE, ATTEMPT TO INDUCE, OR CONSPIRE WITH ONE OR MORE OTHER PERSONS, TO MANUFACTURE,
DISPENSE, SELL, DISTRIBUTE, OR POSSESS WITH INTENT TO MANUFACTURE, DISPENSE, SELL, OR DISTRIBUTE, A
CONTROLLED SUBSTANCE; OR POSSESS ONE OR MORE CHEMICALS OR SUPPLIES OR EQUIPMENT WITH INTENT
TO MANUFACTURE A CONTROLLED SUBSTANCE.
(b) As USED IN THIS SUBSECTION (1), “DISPENSE” DOES NOT INCLUDE LABELING, AS DEFINED IN SECTION 12-
280-103 (23).
(2) EXCEPT AS OTHERWISE PROVIDED FOR AN OFFENSE CONCERNING MARIJUANA AND MARIJUANA
CONCENTRATE IN SECTION 18-18-406 AND FOR SPECIAL OFFENDERS AS PROVIDED IN SECTION 18-18-407, A
PERSON WHO VIOLATES ANY OF THE PROVISIONS OF SUBSECTION (1) OF THIS SECTION:
(a) COMMITS A LEVEL 1 DRUG FELONY AND IS SUBJECT TO THE MANDATORY SENTENCING PROVISIONS IN
SECTION 18-1.3-401.5 (7) IE:
(I) THE VIOLATION INVOLVES ANY MATERIAL, COMPOUND, MIXTURE, OR PREPARATION THAT WEIGHS:
(A) MORE THAN TWO HUNDRED TWENTY-FIVE GRAMS AND CONTAINS A SCHEDULE I OR SCHEDULE II
CONTROLLED SUBSTANCE; OR
(B) MORE THAN ONE HUNDRED TWELVE GRAMS AND CONTAINS METHAMPHETAMINE, HEROIN, KETAMINE, OR
CATHINONES; OR
(C) MORE THAN FIFTY MILLIGRAMS AND CONTAINS ELUNITRAZEPAM; OR
(D) ANY AMOUNT AND CONTAINS FENTANYL, CARFENTANIL, BENZIMIDAZOLE OPIATE, OR AN ANALOG
THEREOF AS DESCRIBED IN SECTION 18-18-204 (2)(g); OR
(II) AN ADULT SELLS, DISPENSES, DISTRIBUTES, OR OTHERWISE TRANSEERS ANY QUANTITY OF A SCHEDULE
I OR SCHEDULE II CONTROLLED SUBSTANCE OR ANY MATERIAL, COMPOUND, MIXTURE, OR PREPARATION
THAT CONTAINS ANY AMOUNT OF A SCHEDULE I OR SCHEDULE II CONTROLLED SUBSTANCE, OTHER THAN
MARIJUANA OR MARIJUANA CONCENTRATE, TO A MINOR AND THE ADULT IS AT LEAST TWO YEARS OLDER THAN
THE MINOR;
(IIT) EXCEPT AS PROVIDED IN SECTION 18-1-711 (3)(i), THE DEFENDANT COMMITTED A VIOLATION OF
SUBSECTION (2)(a)(I)(D) OF THIS SECTION, AND THE ACTIONS IN VIOLATION OF SUBSECTION (2)(a)(I)(D) oF
THIS SECTION ARE THE PROXIMATE CAUSE OF THE DEATH OF ANOTHER PERSON WHO USED OR CONSUMED
THE MATERIAL, COMPOUND, MIXTURE, OR PREPARATION THAT CONTAINED FENTANYL, CARFENTANIL,
BENZIMIDAZOLE OPIATE, OR AN ANALOG THEREOF AS DESCRIBED IN SECTION 18-18-204 (2)(g).
(b) COMMITS A LEVEL 2 DRUG FELONY IF:
(I) THE VIOLATION INVOLVES ANY MATERIAL, COMPOUND, MIXTURE, OR PREPARATION THAT WEIGHS:
(A) MORE THAN FOURTEEN GRAMS, BUT NOT MORE THAN TWO HUNDRED TWENTY-FIVE GRAMS, AND
CONTAINS A SCHEDULE I OR SCHEDULE II CONTROLLED SUBSTANCE;
(B) MORE THAN SEVEN GRAMS, BUT NOT MORE THAN ONE HUNDRED TWELVE GRAMS, AND CONTAINS
METHAMPHETAMINE, HEROIN, KETAMINE, OR CATHINONES; OR
(C) MORE THAN TEN MILLIGRAMS, BUT NOT MORE THAN FIFTY MILLIGRAMS, AND CONTAINS FLUNITRAZEPAM;
(IT) AN ADULT SELLS, DISPENSES, DISTRIBUTES, OR OTHERWISE TRANSFERS ANY QUANTITY OF A SCHEDULE III
OR SCHEDULE IV CONTROLLED SUBSTANCE OR ANY MATERIAL, COMPOUND, MIXTURE, OR PREPARATION THAT
CONTAINS ANY QUANTITY OF A SCHEDULE III OR SCHEDULE IV CONTROLLED SUBSTANCE TO A MINOR AND
THE ADULT IS AT LEAST TWO YEARS OLDER THAN THE MINOR;
(c) EXCEPT AS PROVIDED IN SUBSECTION (4) OF THIS SECTION, COMMITS A LEVEL 3 DRUG FELONY IF THE
VIOLATION INVOLVES ANY MATERIAL, COMPOUND, MIXTURE, OR PREPARATION THAT WEIGHS:
(I) NOT MORE THAN FOURTEEN GRAMS AND CONTAINS A SCHEDULE | OR SCHEDULE Il CONTROLLED
SUBSTANCE;
(II) NOT MORE THAN SEVEN GRAMS AND CONTAINS METHAMPHETAMINE, HEROIN, KETAMINE, OR
CATHINONES;
(III) NOT MORE THAN TEN MILLIGRAMS AND CONTAINS FLUNITRAZEPAM; OR
(IV) MORE THAN FOUR GRAMS AND CONTAINS A SCHEDULE III OR SCHEDULE IV CONTROLLED SUBSTANCE.
(d) EXCEPT AS PROVIDED IN SUBSECTION (4) OF THIS SECTION OR SECTION 18-1-711 (3)(j), COMMITS A LEVEL
4 DRUG FELONY IE:
(I) THE VIOLATION INVOLVES ANY MATERIAL, COMPOUND, MIXTURE, OR PREPARATION THAT WEIGHS NOT
MORE THAN FOUR GRAMS AND CONTAINS A SCHEDULE III OR SCHEDULE IV CONTROLLED SUBSTANCE; OR
(IT) NOTWITHSTANDING SUBSECTION (2)(C) OF THIS SECTION, THE VIOLATION INVOLVES DISTRIBUTION OR
TRANSFER OF THE CONTROLLED SUBSTANCE FOR THE PURPOSE OF CONSUMING ALL OF THE CONTROLLED
SUBSTANCE WITH ANOTHER PERSON OR PERSONS AT A TIME SUBSTANTIALLY CONTEMPORANEOUS WITH
THE TRANSFER; EXCEPT THAT THIS SUBPARAGRAPH (II) APPLIES ONLY IF THE DISTRIBUTION OR TRANSFER
INVOLVES NOT MORE THAN FOUR GRAMS OF A SCHEDULE I OR II CONTROLLED SUBSTANCE OR NOT MORE THAN
TWO GRAMS OF METHAMPHETAMINE, HEROIN, KETAMINE, OR CATHINONES;
(e) COMMITS A LEVEL 1 DRUG MISDEMEANOR IE THE VIOLATION INVOLVES:
(I) A SCHEDULE V CONTROLLED SUBSTANCE; OR
(IT) A TRANSFER WITH NO REMUNERATION OF NOT MORE THAN FOUR GRAMS OF A SCHEDULE III OR SCHEDULE
IV CONTROLLED SUBSTANCE.
(3) WHEN A PERSON COMMITS UNLAWFUL DISTRIBUTION, MANUFACTURE, DISPENSING, SALE, OR POSSESSION
WITH INTENT TO MANUFACTURE, DISPENSE, SELL, OR DISTRIBUTE ANY SCHEDULE I OR SCHEDULE II
CONTROLLED SUBSTANCE, AS LISTED IN SECTION 18-18-203 OR 18-18-204, FLUNITRAZEPAM, KETAMINE,
OR CATHINONES, OR CONSPIRES WITH ONE OR MORE PERSONS TO COMMIT THE OFFENSE, PURSUANT TO
SUBSECTION (1) OF THIS SECTION, TWICE OR MORE WITHIN A PERIOD OF SIX MONTHS, WITHOUT HAVING BEEN
PLACED IN JEOPARDY FOR THE PRIOR OFFENSE OR OFFENSES, THE AGGREGATE AMOUNT OF THE SCHEDULE I OR
SCHEDULE I] CONTROLLED SUBSTANCE, FLUNITRAZEPAM, KETAMINE, OR CATHINONES INVOLVED MAY BE USED
TO DETERMINE THE LEVEL OF DRUG OFFENSE.
(4) EXCEPT FOR A PROSECUTION FOR MANUFACTURING, A PERSON COMMITS A LEVEL 1 DRUG MISDEMEANOR
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FOR A VIOLATION OF SUBSECTION (2)(c)(I), (2)(c)(II), or (2)(d) OF THIS SECTION IF:
(a) THE DISTRIBUTION, DISPENSING, TRANSFER, OR SALE INVOLVES A MATERIAL, COMPOUND, MIXTURE, OR
PREPARATION THAT WEIGHS NOT MORE THAN FOUR GRAMS AND CONTAINS ANY AMOUNT OF A CONTROLLED
SUBSTANCE IDENTIFIED IN SUBSECTION (2)(c)(I), (2)(c)(II), or (2)(d) OF THIS SECTION;
(b) THE DEFENDANT REPORTS IN GOOD FAITH AN EMERGENCY DRUG OVERDOSE EVENT TO A LAW
ENFORCEMENT OFFICER, TO THE 911 SYSTEM, OR TO A MEDICAL PROVIDER, OR THE DEFENDANT AIDS OR
SEEKS AID FOR THE PERSON WHO SUFFERED THE EMERGENCY DRUG OVERDOSE;
(c) THE DEFENDANT REMAINS AT THE SCENE OF THE EVENT UNTIL A LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER OR AN
EMERGENCY MEDICAL RESPONDER ARRIVES OR THE DEFENDANT REMAINS AT THE FACILITIES OF THE MEDICAL
PROVIDER UNTIL A LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER ARRIVES;
(d) THE DEFENDANT IDENTIFIES HIMSELF OR HERSELF AND COOPERATES WITH THE LAW ENFORCEMENT
OFFICER, EMERGENCY MEDICAL RESPONDER, OR MEDICAL PROVIDER; AND
(e) THE OFFENSE ARISES FROM THE SAME COURSE OF EVENTS FROM WHICH THE EMERGENCY OVERDOSE
EVENT AROSE.
SECTION 3. In Colorado Revised Statutes, 18-1.3-401.5, amend (7) and (10)(a)(IIL.5) as follows:
18-1.3-401.5. Drug felonles cla551ﬁed presumptlve and aggravated penaltles legislative intent.

as ed 0 ding NOTWITHSTANDING any provision
of thlS section to the contrary, if the defendant is conv1cted of alevel 1 drug felony, the court shall sentence the
defendant to a term of incarceration in the department of corrections of at least eight years but not more than
thirty-two years. The presence of one or more of the aggravating circumstances provided in subsection (10)(a)
of this section or in section 18-18-407
(1) requires the court to sentence a defendant convicted of a level 1 drug felony to a term of incarceration
in the department of corrections of at least twelve years but no more than thirty-two years. The court may
impose a fine in addition to imprisonment.
(10)(a) Except for a level 1 drug felony, the presence of one or more of the following aggravating
circumstances at the time of the commission of a drug felony offense requires the court, if it sentences the
defendant to incarceration, to sentence the defendant to a term of at least the midpoint in the presumptive
range but not more than the maximum term of the aggravated range:
(II1.5) The defendant was on appeal bond following-his-or-her THE DEFENDANT’S conviction for a previous
felony;
SECTION 4. In Colorado Revised Statutes, 18-18-407, amend (1)(h) as follows:
18-18-407. Special offender - definitions.
(1) A person who commits a felony offense pursuant to this part 4 under any one or more of the following
aggravating circumstances commits a level 1 drug felony and is a special offender:
(h) The defendant committed a violation of section 18-18-405 (2)(a)(I)(D);-2)}b}{H{DP);or{2)}{c){V); and
the defendant possessed pill or tablet manufacturing equipment with the intent to use the equipment in the
manufacture of a controlled substance.
SECTION 5. In Colorado Revised Statutes, repeal and reenact 18-18-403.5 as follows:
18-18-403.5. Unlawful possession of a controlled substance - notice to revisor of statutes - repeal.
(1) EXCEPT AS AUTHORIZED BY PART 1 OR 3 OF ARTICLE 280 OF TITLE 12, PART 2 OF ARTICLE 80 OF TITLE 27,
SECTION 18-1-711, SECTION 18-18-428 (1)(b), PART 2 OR 3 OF THIS ARTICLE 18, SECTION 18-18-434, ARTICLE
170 OF TITLE 12, OR ARTICLE 50 OF TITLE 44, IT IS UNLAWFUL FOR A PERSON KNOWINGLY TO POSSESS A
CONTROLLED SUBSTANCE.
(2) ON OR AFTER MARCH 1, 2020, A PERSON WHO VIOLATES SUBSECTION (1) OF THIS SECTION BY POSSESSING:
(a) ANY MATERIAL, COMPOUND, MIXTURE, OR PREPARATION THAT CONTAINS ANY QUANTITY OF
FLUNITRAZEPAM; KETAMINE; GAMMA HYDROXYBUTYRATE, INCLUDING ITS SALTS, ISOMERS, AND SALTS OF
ISOMERS; CATHINONES; OR MORE THAN FOUR GRAMS OF A CONTROLLED SUBSTANCE LISTED IN SCHEDULE I OR
II OF PART 2 OF THIS ARTICLE 18 COMMITS A LEVEL 4 DRUG FELONY.
(b) ANY MATERIAL, COMPOUND, MIXTURE, OR PREPARATION THAT CONTAINS NOT MORE THAN FOUR GRAMS
OF A CONTROLLED SUBSTANCE LISTED IN SCHEDULE I OR II OF PART 2 OF THIS ARTICLE 18 OR ANY QUANTITY
OF A CONTROLLED SUBSTANCE LISTED IN SCHEDULE III, IV, OR V OF PART 2 OF THIS ARTICLE 18 EXCEPT
FLUNITRAZEPAM, GAMMA HYDROXYBUTYRATE, OR KETAMINE COMMITS A LEVEL 1 DRUG MISDEMEANOR;
EXCEPT THAT A FOURTH OR SUBSEQUENT OFFENSE FOR A VIOLATION OF THIS SUBSECTION (2)(b) Is A LEVEL 4
DRUG FELONY.
(3)(a) NOTWITHSTANDING SUBSECTION (2) OF THIS SECTION, ON OR AFTER JANUARY 1, 2027, A PERSON WHO
VIOLATES SUBSECTION (1) OF THIS SECTION BY KNOWINGLY POSSESSING:
(I) ANY MATERIAL, COMPOUND, MIXTURE, OR PREPARATION THAT WEIGHS MORE THAN ONE GRAM AND NOT
MORE THAN FOUR GRAMS AND CONTAINS ANY QUANTITY OF FENTANYL, CARFENTANIL, BENZIMIDAZOLE
OPIATE, OR AN ANALOG THEREOF AS DESCRIBED IN SECTION 18-18-204 (2)(g), COMMITS A LEVEL 3 DRUG
FELONY;
(II) ANY MATERIAL, COMPOUND, MIXTURE, OR PREPARATION THAT WEIGHS NOT MORE THAN ONE GRAM AND
CONTAINS ANY QUANTITY OF FENTANYL, CARFENTANIL, BENZIMIDAZOLE OPIATE, OR AN ANALOG THEREOF
AS DESCRIBED IN SECTION 18-18-204 (2)(g), COMMITS A LEVEL 4 TREATMENT-MANDATED DRUG FELONY AND
SUCH DEFENDANT IS ELIGIBLE FOR COURT-ORDERED TREATMENT FOR DRUG REHABILITATION.
(4)(a) A PERSON WHO VIOLATES SUBSECTION (1) OF THIS SECTION BY POSSESSING ANY MATERIAL, COMPOUND,
MIXTURE, OR PREPARATION THAT CONTAINS A QUANTITY OF FENTANYL, CARFENTANIL, BENZIMIDAZOLE
OPIATE, OR AN ANALOG THEREOF AS DESCRIBED IN SECTION 18-18-204 (2)(g), THAT IS MORE THAN SIXTY
PERCENT OF THE TOTAL COMPOSITION OF THE MATERIAL, COMPOUND, MIXTURE, OR PREPARATION, COMMITS
A LEVEL 2 DRUG FELONY.
(b)(I) THIS SUBSECTION (4) TAKES EFFECT AT 12:01 A.M. THIRTY DAYS AFTER THE DATE IDENTIFIED IN
THE NOTICE PROVIDED TO THE REVISOR OF STATUTES BY THE DIRECTOR OF THE COLORADO BUREAU OF
INVESTIGATION THAT THE COLORADO BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION HAS THE RESOURCES TO DETERMINE THE
QUANTITY OF FENTANYL, CARFENTANIL, BENZIMIDAZOLE OPIATE, OR AN ANALOG THEREOF AS DESCRIBED IN
SECTION 18-18-204 (2)(g), COMPARED TO THE TOTAL COMPOSITION OF THE MATERIAL, COMPOUND, MIXTURE,
OR PREPARATION, OR ON THE DATE OF THE NOTICE TO THE REVISOR OF STATUTES IF THE NOTICE DOES NOT
SPECIFY A DIFFERENT DATE.
(IT) THE DIRECTOR OF THE COLORADO BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION SHALL NOTIFY THE REVISOR OF STATUTES
IN WRITING WHEN THE CONDITION SPECIFIED IN SUBSECTION (4)(b)(I) OF THIS SECTION HAS OCCURRED BY
E-MAILING THE NOTICE TO REVISOROFSTATUTES.GA@COLEG.GOV.
(IIT) CONCURRENT WITH THE NOTICE REQUIRED IN SUBSECTION (4)(b)(II) OF THIS SECTION, THE
DIRECTOR OF THE COLORADO BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION SHALL NOTIFY THE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE
OF REPRESENTATIVES, THE PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE, THE CHIEF JUSTICE OF THE SUPREME COURT, THE
GOVERNOR, THE ATTORNEY GENERAL, THE STATE PUBLIC DEFENDER, AND EACH DISTRICT ATTORNEY IN THE
STATE, THAT THE COLORADO BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION HAS THE RESOURCES TO DETERMINE THE QUANTITY
OF FENTANYL, CARFENTANIL, BENZIMIDAZOLE OPIATE, OR AN ANALOG THEREOF AS DESCRIBED IN SECTION
18-18-204 (2)(g), COMPARED TO THE TOTAL COMPOSITION OF THE MATERIAL, COMPOUND, MIXTURE, OR
PREPARATION.
(IV) TH1s SUBSECTION (4)(b) IS REPEALED, EFFECTIVE ONE YEAR AFTER NOTICE TO THE REVISOR OF STATUTES
PURSUANT TO SUBSECTION (4)(b)(II) OF THIS SECTION.
(5) Ir THE CIRCUMSTANCES DESCRIBED IN SECTION 18-18-428 (1)(b) OCCUR, THE PEACE OFFICER SHALL NOT
ARREST THE PERSON PURSUANT TO THIS SECTION FOR ANY MINUSCULE, RESIDUAL CONTROLLED SUBSTANCE
THAT MAY BE PRESENT IN THE USED HYPODERMIC NEEDLE OR SYRINGE, AND THE DISTRICT ATTORNEY SHALL
NOT CHARGE OR PROSECUTE THE PERSON PURSUANT TO THIS SECTION FOR ANY MINUSCULE, RESIDUAL
CONTROLLED SUBSTANCE THAT MAY BE PRESENT IN A USED HYPODERMIC NEEDLE OR SYRINGE. THE
CIRCUMSTANCES DESCRIBED IN SECTION 18-18-428 (1)(b) MAY BE USED AS A FACTOR IN A PROBABLE CAUSE
OR REASONABLE SUSPICION DETERMINATION OF ANY CRIMINAL OFFENSE IF THE ORIGINAL STOP OR SEARCH
WAS LAWFUL.
(6) NOTWITHSTANDING THE PROVISIONS OF SUBSECTION (2) OF THIS SECTION, ON OR AFTER MARCH 1, 2020,
A DISTRICT ATTORNEY SHALL NOT CHARGE OR PROSECUTE A PERSON PURSUANT TO THIS SECTION FOR ANY
MINUSCULE, RESIDUAL, OR UNUSABLE AMOUNT OF A CONTROLLED SUBSTANCE THAT MAY BE PRESENT IN A
USED HYPODERMIC NEEDLE OR SYRINGE, OR OTHER DRUG PARAPHERNALIA, AS DEFINED IN SECTION 18-18-
426. THE CIRCUMSTANCES DESCRIBED IN THIS SUBSECTION (4) MAY BE USED AS A FACTOR IN A PROBABLE
CAUSE OR REASONABLE SUSPICION DETERMINATION OF ANY CRIMINAL OFFENSE IF THE ORIGINAL STOP OR
SEARCH WAS LAWFUL.
(7) NOTWITHSTANDING ANY PROVISION OF THIS SECTION, A PERSON MAY BE CHARGED WITH ANY OTHER
OFFENSE IN THIS ARTICLE 18, INCLUDING UNLAWFUL DISTRIBUTION, MANUFACTURING, DISPENSING, OR SALE
OF A CONTROLLED SUBSTANCE, OR POSSESSION WITH INTENT TO DO THE SAME, PURSUANT TO SECTION 18-18-
405, WHEN THERE IS EVIDENCE FOR THE PERSON TO BE SO CHARGED. SUCH EVIDENCE MAY INCLUDE, BUT IS
NOT LIMITED TO, THE AMOUNT OF THE CONTROLLED SUBSTANCE THAT THE PERSON POSSESSES.
(8) NOTWITHSTANDING SUBSECTION (2) OF THIS SECTION TO THE CONTRARY, A PEACE OFFICER SHALL NOT
ARREST AND A DISTRICT ATTORNEY SHALL NOT CHARGE OR PROSECUTE AN EMPLOYEE, AGENT, OR VOLUNTEER
OF AN ENTITY DESCRIBED IN SECTION 12-30-110 (1)(a2) WHO, IN THE PERFORMANCE OF THE PERSON’S DUTIES,
IS IN POSSESSION OF A CONTROLLED SUBSTANCE, INCLUDING FENTANYL, CARFENTANIL, BENZIMIDAZOLE
OPIATE, OR AN ANALOG THEREOF AS DESCRIBED IN SECTION 18-18-204 (2)(g), FOR THE PURPOSE OF SAFE
DISPOSAL OF THE CONTROLLED SUBSTANCE, INCLUDING FENTANYL, CARFENTANIL, BENZIMIDAZOLE OPIATE,
OR AN ANALOG THEREOF AS DESCRIBED IN SECTION 18-18-204 (2)(g), IN ACCORDANCE WITH APPLICABLE LAW.
AS USED IN THIS SUBSECTION (6), “SAFE DISPOSAL” MEANS THE PROCEDURE AND PROCESS FOR DEPOSITING
THE CONTROLLED SUBSTANCE, INCLUDING FENTANYL, CARFENTANIL, BENZIMIDAZOLE OPIATE, OR AN ANALOG
THEREOF AS DESCRIBED IN SECTION 18-18-204 (2)(g), IN A SECURE CONTAINER FOR LAW ENFORCEMENT TO
SUBSEQUENTLY ACCESS AND DISPOSE OF.
SECTION 6. In Colorado Revised Statutes, 18-1.3-103.5, amend (3)(e) as follows:
18-1.3-103.5. Felony convictions - vacate and enter conviction on misdemeanor after successful
completion.
(3) This section applies to convictions for the following offenses:
(e) A violation of section-+8-18=463-5(2:5)ta) 18-18-403.5(2.5)(a)(II).
SECTION 7. In Colorado Revised Statutes, 18-1.3-801, amend (2)(a)(I); and repeal (2)(c) as follows:
18-1.3-801. Punishment for habitual criminals.
(2)(a)(I) Except as otherwise provided in subsections (2)(b);t2){e); and (5) of this section, every person
convicted in this state of any felony, who has been three times previously convicted, upon charges separately
brought and tried, and arising out of separate and distinct criminal episodes, either in this state or elsewhere,
of a felony or, under the laws of any other state, the United States, or any territory subject to the jurisdiction
of the United States, of a crime which, if committed within this state, would be a felony, shall be adjudged an
habitual cr1m1na1 and shall be punlshed

SECTION 8. Effectlve Date.
This measure is effective January 1, 2027.
Proposition 133

Penalties for Human Trafficking of a Minor
The ballot title below is a summary drafted by the professional staff of the offices of the secretary of state, the
attorney general, and the legal staff for the general assembly for ballot purposes only. The ballot title will not
appear in the Colorado Revised Statutes. The text of the measure that will appear in the Colorado Revised
Statutes below was drafted by the proponents of the initiative. The initiated measure is included on the
ballot as a proposed change to current law because the proponents gathered the required amount of petition
signatures.
Ballot Title:
Shall there be a change to the Colorado Revised Statutes modifying existing law concerning human trafficking
of a minor for sexual servitude, and, in connection therewith, creating new law expanding human trafficking
of a minor for sexual servitude to include knowingly trading anything of monetary value to buy or sell sexual
activity with a minor and increasing the penalty to be life in prison without parole or release?
Text of Measure:
Be it enacted by the people of the State of Colorado
SECTION 1. Legislative Declaration. (1) The people of the State of Colorado hereby find and declare:
(a) Residents of Colorado and other states and territories throughout the United States have seen an alarming
increase in human trafficking, especially human trafficking involving minor children;

(b) Current penalties in Colorado law with parole possible in as little as eight years have failed to adequately
deter the human trafficking of minor children; and
(c) It is the measure of a fair and compassionate society to ensure that children are not for sale.
SECTION 2. In Colorado Revised Statutes, 18-3-504, amend (2)(a) and (2)(b); and add (5) and (6) as follows:
18-3-504. Human trafficking for sexual servitude - human trafficking of a minor for sexual servitude.
(2) (a) A person commits human trafficking of a minor for sexual servitude if the person:
(I) Knowingly sells, recruits, harbors, transports, transfers, isolates, entices, provides, receives, obtains by any
means, maintains, or makes available a minor for the purpose of commercial sexual activity; or
(IT) Knowingly advertises, offers to sell, or sells travel services that facilitate an activity prohibited pursuant to
subsection (2)(a)(I) of this section; orR
(ITT) KNOWINGLY TRADES ANYTHING OF MONETARY VALUE TO BUY OR SELL SEXUAL ACTIVITY WITH A MINOR.
(b) Human trafficking of a minor for sexual servitude is a class 2 1 felony. The court shall sentence a person
convicted of such a class 2 1 felony to the department of corrections for a term of-atteast-the-minimum-of-the-
presumptiverangefor-a—class2felony; LIFE IN PRISON WITHOUT PAROLE OR RELEASE, as set forth in section
18-1.3-401.
(5) NOTHING IN THIS SECTION SHALL LIMIT A GOVERNOR’S STANDING AUTHORITY OF PARDON,
COMMUTATION, OR CLEMENCY.
(6) THE SHORT TITLE OF THIS SECTION IS THE “CHILDREN ARE NOT FOR SALE AcT”
SECTION 3. Effective date -- applicability. This act takes effect on January 1, 2027, and applies to offenses
committed on or after that date.

Proposition 134

Male and Female Participation in School and Collegiate Sports

The ballot title below is a summary drafted by the professional staff of the offices of the secretary of state, the
attorney general, and the legal staff for the general assembly for ballot purposes only. The ballot title will not
appear in the Colorado Revised Statutes. The text of the measure that will appear in the Colorado Revised
Statutes below was drafted by the proponents of the initiative. The initiated measure is included on the
ballot as a proposed change to current law because the proponents gathered the required amount of petition
signatures.
Ballot Title:
Shall there be a change to the Colorado Revised Statutes creating new law restricting participation in all K-12
and collegiate school sports based on the participant’s sex as determined by certain aspects of their biological
reproductive system, and, in connection therewith, requiring a school, institution of higher education,
or athletic association to designate each school or intramural athletic team or sport as male, female, or
coeducational; only allowing participants to compete on the team or sport of their designated sex or to
compete on a coeducational team; creating an exception to allow a female to participate on a male-designated
team or sport if there is no female team available; prohibiting a government entity, licensing or accrediting
organization, or athletic association from entertaining a complaint, opening an investigation, or taking
other adverse action against a school for maintaining separate teams or sports for females; and providing the
commissioner of education with the authority to enforce the proposed initiative for K-12 school districts?
Text of Measure:
Be it enacted by the people of the State of Colorado,
SECTION 1. Legislative Declaration. The people of the State of Colorado hereby find and declare;
(1) Males and females possess unique and immutable biological differences that manifest prior to birth and
increase as they age and experience puberty;
(2) Biological differences between the sexes are enduring and may, in some circumstances, warrant the
creation of separate social, educational, athletic, or other arrangements in order to ensure safety and to allow
members of each sex to succeed and thrive;
(3) Physical differences between males and females have long made separate and sex-specific sports teams
important so that female athletes can have equal opportunities to compete in sports while reducing the risk of
physical injury; and
(4) Because of the physical differences between males and females, having separate athletic teams based on
the biological sex of the athlete reduces the chance of injury to female athletes, promotes equality between
the sexes, provides opportunities for female athletes to compete against their female peers rather than against
male athletes, and allows female athletes to compete on a fair playing field for athletic accomplishments,
including educational scholarships.
SECTION 2. In Colorado Revised Statutes, add article 60 to title 25 as follows:
25-60-101. Short Title. ARTICLE 60 OF THIS TITLE SHALL BE KNOWN AND MAY BE CITED AS THE “PROTECT
WOMEN AND GIRLS SPORTS ACT.
25-60-102. Definitions: AS USED IN THIS ARTICLE 60, UNLESS THE CONTEXT OTHERWISE REQUIRES:
(1) “ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION” MEANS A CORPORATION, ASSOCIATION, OR ORGANIZATION WHICH HAS AS ONE
OF ITS PRIMARY PURPOSES THE SPONSORING OR ADMINISTRATION OF EXTRACURRICULAR INTERSCHOLASTIC
ATHLETIC CONTESTS OR COMPETITIONS.
(2) “BOY” MEANS AN ADOLESCENT HUMAN MALE.
(3) “FEMALE” MEANS A PERSON WHOSE BIOLOGICAL REPRODUCTIVE SYSTEM IS ORGANIZED AROUND THE
PRODUCTION OF OVA. FEMALE INCLUDES A WOMAN AND A GIRL.
(4) “GIRL” MEANS AN ADOLESCENT HUMAN FEMALE.
(5) “MALE” MEANS A PERSON WHOSE BIOLOGICAL REPRODUCTIVE SYSTEM IS ORGANIZED AROUND THE
PRODUCTION OF SPERM. MALE INCLUDES A MAN AND A BOY.
(6) “MAN” MEANS AN ADULT HUMAN MALE.
(7) “POSTSECONDARY EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTION” MEANS A PUBLIC OR PRIVATE UNIVERSITY, COLLEGE, OR
COMMUNITY COLLEGE LOCATED IN COLORADO THAT IS A MEMBER INSTITUTION OF AN ACCREDITING BODY
RECOGNIZED BY THE UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION.
(8) “SCHOOL” MEANS ANY
(a) PUBLIC, CHARTER, PRIVATE, OR DENOMINATIONAL SCHOOL OFFERING INSTRUCTION IN ELEMENTARY OR
SECONDARY GRADES OR
(b) POSTSECONDARY EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTION.
(9) “STATE AGENCY” MEANS ANY STATE BOARD, BUREAU, COMMISSION, DEPARTMENT, INSTITUTION, DIVISION,
SECTION, OR OFFICER OF THE STATE, EXCEPT THOSE IN THE LEGISLATIVE BRANCH OR JUDICIAL BRANCH.
(10) “WOMAN” MEANS AN ADULT HUMAN FEMALE.
25-60-103. Men’s and women’s sports teams.
(1) AN INTERSCHOLASTIC OR INTRAMURAL ATHLETIC TEAM OR SPORT THAT IS SPONSORED BY A SCHOOL OR
ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION SHALL BE EXPRESSLY DESIGNATED AS ONE OF THE FOLLOWING BASED ON BIOLOGICAL
SEX:
(a) MALES, MEN, OR BOYS;
(b) FEMALES, WOMEN, OR GIRLS; OR
(c) COEDUCATIONAL OR MIXED.
(2)(a) AN INTERSCHOLASTIC OR INTRAMURAL ATHLETIC TEAM OR SPORT SPONSORED BY A SCHOOL OR
ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION THAT IS DESIGNATED FOR FEMALES, WOMEN, OR GIRLS SHALL NOT BE OPEN TO A MALE
STUDENT OR PARTICIPANT.
(b) AN INTERSCHOLASTIC OR INTRAMURAL ATHLETIC TEAM OR SPORT SPONSORED BY A SCHOOL OR ATHLETIC
ASSOCIATION AND DESIGNATED FOR MALES, MEN, OR BOYS SHALL NOT BE OPEN TO A FEMALE STUDENT OR
PARTICIPANT UNLESS THERE IS NO FEMALE TEAM OFFERED OR AVAILABLE FOR SUCH SPORT FOR SUCH FEMALE
STUDENT OR PARTICIPANT.
(3) NOTHING IN THIS SECTION SHALL BE CONSTRUED TO RESTRICT THE ELIGIBILITY OF ANY STUDENT OR
PARTICIPANT TO PARTICIPATE IN ANY INTERSCHOLASTIC OR INTRAMURAL ATHLETIC TEAMS OR SPORTS
DESIGNATED AS COEDUCATIONAL OR MIXED.
(4) A GOVERNMENT ENTITY, LICENSING OR ACCREDITING ORGANIZATION, OR ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION MAY
NOT ENTERTAIN A COMPLAINT, OPEN AN INVESTIGATION, OR TAKE ANY OTHER ADVERSE ACTION AGAINST A
SCHOOL FOR MAINTAINING A SEPARATE INTERSCHOLASTIC OR INTRAMURAL ATHLETIC TEAM OR SPORT FOR
FEMALE STUDENTS OR PARTICIPANTS.
25-60-104. Enforcement by the Commissioner of Education.
(1) THE GOVERNING BODY OF EACH SCHOOL MUST ADOPT A POLICY IMPLEMENTING THE PROVISIONS OF THIS
ARTICLE.
(2) IF THE COMMISSIONER OF EDUCATION DETERMINES THAT ANY SCHOOL DISTRICT AS DEFINED IN SECTION
22-30-103(13) HAS INTENTIONALLY REFUSED TO COMPLY WITH THIS ARTICLE, THE COMMISSIONER SHALL
NOTIFY THE SCHOOL DISTRICT OF THE NONCOMPLIANCE AND ALLOW THE SCHOOL DISTRICT A REASONABLE
TIME TO COMPLY. IF THE COMMISSIONER DETERMINES, AFTER SUCH TIME HAS ELAPSED, THAT THE
SCHOOL DISTRICT IS NOT IN COMPLIANCE AND HAS NOT MADE A GOOD-FAITH ATTEMPT TO COMPLY, THE
COMMISSIONER SHALL TAKE APPROPRIATE REMEDIAL ACTION WITHIN THE COMMISSIONER’S AUTHORITY.
25-60-105. Protections under the Americans with Disabilities Act. NOTWITHSTANDING ANY OTHER
PROVISION WITHIN THIS ARTICLE, AN INDIVIDUAL BORN WITH A DIAGNOSIS OF A DISORDER OR DIFFERENCE
IN SEX DEVELOPMENT MUST RECEIVE ALL LEGAL PROTECTIONS AND ACCOMMODATIONS AFFORDED UNDER
FEDERAL LAW.
25-60-106. Severability. IF ANY SECTION IN THIS ACT OR ANY PART OF ANY SECTION IS DECLARED INVALID OR
UNCONSTITUTIONAL, THE DECLARATION SHALL NOT AFFECT THE VALIDITY OR CONSTITUTIONALITY OF THE
REMAINING PORTIONS.
SECTION 3. Effective Date. This measure shall become effective on January 1, 2027.

Proposition 135

Prohibit Surgery on Minors in Response to Perception of Sex or Gender

The ballot title below is a summary drafted by the professional staff of the offices of the secretary of state, the
attorney general, and the legal staff for the general assembly for ballot purposes only. The ballot title will not
appear in the Colorado Revised Statutes. The text of the measure that will appear in the Colorado Revised
Statutes below was drafted by the proponents of the initiative. The initiated measure is included on the
ballot as a proposed change to current law because the proponents gathered the required amount of petition
signatures.
Ballot Title:
Shall there be a change to the Colorado Revised Statutes modifying existing law by prohibiting surgery on
a minor for the purpose of altering the minor’s biological sex characteristics, and, in connection therewith,
prohibiting any health-care professional or other person from knowingly performing, prescribing,
administering, or providing any surgery to a minor for the purpose of altering the minor’s biological sex
characteristics and prohibiting the use of state or federal funds, Medicaid reimbursement, or insurance
coverage to pay for this type of surgery?
Text of Measure:
Be it enacted by the people of the State of Colorado:
SECTION 1. Legislative Declaration. (1) The people of Colorado do hereby find and declare that:
(a) Children lack the maturity to make permanent, life-altering medical decisions;
(b) Medical treatments or interventions that attempt to surgically alter a minor child’s biological sex often
result in serious, irreversible consequences, including sterility;
(c) European nations, including Sweden, Finland, and the United Kingdom, have halted surgery due to the
serious and widespread harm resulting from that intervention; and
(d) Colorado law already protects children from other, permanent and potentially life-altering decisions, such
as consuming alcohol and smoking. The same protections should apply to irreversible medical interventions
related to biological sex.
SECTION 2. In Colorado Revised Statutes, add 12-30-125 as follows:
12-30-125. Prohibition on surgery for minors - prohibition on state funding for surgery - short title -
definitions.
(1) Short title. THE SHORT TITLE OF THIS SECTION IS THE “PROTECT CHILDREN FROM IRREVERSIBLE SEX
CHANGE SURGERY ACT”.
(2) Definitions. As USED IN THIS SECTION, UNLESS THE CONTEXT OTHERWISE REQUIRES:
(a) “ALTERING BIOLOGICAL SEX CHARACTERISTICS” MEANS TREATMENT IN RESPONSE TO A MINOR’S
PERCEPTION OF SEX OR GENDER. IT DOES NOT INCLUDE TREATMENT FOR PERSONS BORN WITH A MEDICALLY
VERIFIABLE DISORDER OF SEX DEVELOPMENT OR TREATMENT FOR ACQUIRED PHYSICAL OR CHEMICAL
ABNORMALITIES. “ALTERING BIOLOGICAL SEX CHARACTERISTICS” DOES NOT INCLUDE MALE CIRCUMCISION.
(b) “HEALTH-CARE PROFESSIONAL” MEANS ANY PERSON LICENSED IN THIS STATE OR ANY OTHER STATE TO
PRACTICE MEDICINE, CHIROPRACTIC, NURSING, PHYSICAL THERAPY, PODIATRY, DENTISTRY, PHARMACY,
OPTOMETRY, PSYCHIATRY, PSYCHOLOGY, MENTAL HEALTH THERAPY, OR OTHER HEALING ARTS. THE TERM
INCLUDES ANY PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION OR OTHER PROFESSIONAL ENTITY COMPRISED OF SUCH HEALTH-
CARE PROVIDERS AS PERMITTED BY THE LAWS OF THIS STATE.
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(c) “MINOR” MEANS AN INDIVIDUAL WHO IS UNDER EIGHTEEN YEARS OF AGE.
(3) Prohibition on medical interventions on minors. A HEALTH-CARE PROFESSIONAL OR OTHER PERSON
SHALL NOT KNOWINGLY PERFORM, PRESCRIBE, ADMINISTER, OR PROVIDE ANY SURGERY TO A MINOR FOR THE
PURPOSE OF ALTERING BIOLOGICAL SEX CHARACTERISTICS.
(4) NO STATE OR FEDERAL FUNDS, MEDICAID REIMBURSEMENTS, OR INSURANCE COVERAGE MAY BE USED TO
PAY FOR ANY PROHIBITED MEDICAL INTERVENTIONS DESCRIBED IN SUBSECTION (3) OF THIS SECTION.
(5) Severability. [IF ANY SECTION OF THIS SECTION IS FOUND UNCONSTITUTIONAL OR INVALID, THE
REMAINING SECTIONS SHALL REMAIN IN EFFECT.
SECTION 3. Effective date - applicability. This measure shall become effective on January 1, 2027, and apply
to violations occurring on or after the effective date.
Proposition 136
Income Tax Rate Limit
The ballot title below is a summary drafted by the professional staff of the offices of the secretary of state, the
attorney general, and the legal staff for the general assembly for ballot purposes only. The ballot title will not
appear in the Colorado Revised Statutes. The text of the measure that will appear in the Colorado Revised
Statutes below was drafted by the proponents of the initiative. The initiated measure is included on the
ballot as a proposed change to current law because the proponents gathered the required amount of petition
signatures.
Ballot Title:
Shall there be a change to the Colorado Revised Statutes capping the state income tax rate at 4.4% of federal
taxable income for individuals and corporations?
Text of Measure:
Be it Enacted by the People of the State of Colorado:
SECTION 1. In Colorado Revised Statutes, add 39-22-102.5 as follows:
39-22-102.5. Maximum Tax Rate.
STARTING JANUARY 1, 2027, NEITHER THE INDIVIDUAL INCOME TAX RATE NOR THE CORPORATE INCOME TAX
RATE MAY EXCEED 4.4% OF A TAXPAYER'S FEDERAL TAXABLE INCOME.
SECTION 2. Effective date.
This measure is effective upon proclamation of the Governor and applicable to the tax year beginning January
1, 2027 and all future tax years thereafter.
Proposition 137
Direct Sporting Goods Sales Tax Revenue for Conservation
The ballot title below is a summary drafted by the professional staff of the offices of the secretary of state, the
attorney general, and the legal staff for the general assembly for ballot purposes only. The ballot title will not
appear in the Colorado Revised Statutes. The text of the measure that will appear in the Colorado Revised
Statutes below was drafted by the proponents of the initiative. The initiated measure is included on the
ballot as a proposed change to current law because the proponents gathered the required amount of petition
signatures.
Ballot Title:
Shall there be a change to the Colorado Revised Statutes creating new law to increase water and land
conservation funding without raising taxes, and, in connection therewith, through a voter-approved revenue
change, allowing the state to keep and spend a portion of revenue from the state sales tax on sporting goods
and equipment to conserve and protect Colorado’s water, land, and forests, prevent wildfires, support outdoor
recreation training and activities, and reduce revenue spent on these conservation purposes if necessary to
preserve funding for certain tax credits?
Text of Measure:
Be it Enacted by the People of the State of Colorado:
SECTION 1. In Colorado Revised Statutes, add 24-77-110 as follows:
24-77-110. Declaration of the people of Colorado - retention of exempt sales tax revenue - conserve
and protect Colorado’s water, land, and forests fund - determination and distribution of wildfire and
conservation revenue. (1) THE VOTERS OF THE STATE OF COLORADO FIND AND DECLARE THAT:
(a) WITHOUT RAISING TAXES, MORE CONSERVATION FUNDING IS NEEDED TO REDUCE THE RISK OF WILDFIRE
AND CONSERVE AND PROTECT COLORADO’S WATER, LAND, PARKS, AND WILDLIFE;
(b) RECENT WILDFIRES HAVE BEEN THE DEADLIEST AND MOST DESTRUCTIVE ON RECORD, WITH FOUR OF
THE STATE’S LARGEST WILDFIRES IN HISTORY OCCURRING IN THE LAST FIVE YEARS, WHICH RESULTED IN THE
DESTRUCTION OF 1.5 MILLION ACRES AND MORE THAN 1,900 HOMES AND HUNDREDS OF MILLIONS OF DOLLARS
IN DAMAGES AND LOSSES;
(c) COLORADO’S RIVERS, STREAMS, AND LAKES ARE THE LIFEBLOOD OF THE STATE, AND IT IS ESSENTIAL TO
PRESERVE WATER QUALITY AND QUANTITY IN RIVERS, STREAMS, AND UNDERGROUND WATER SUPPLIES;
(d) REDUCING THE RISK OF WILDFIRE CAN PROTECT COLORADO’S WATER, COMMUNITIES, LAND, WILDLIFE,
AND OUTDOORS WAY OF LIFE;
(e) THE COLORADO STATE FOREST SERVICE AND THE COLORADO DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES WORK
IN PARTNERSHIP TO PROTECT COLORADO COMMUNITIES AND WATER BY REDUCING THE RISK OF WILDFIRE;
(f) THE COLORADO STATE FOREST SERVICE DELIVERS SIGNIFICANT BENEFITS TO COLORADO BY ENSURING
THE LONG-TERM HEALTH AND VITALITY OF COLORADO’S FORESTS AND WATERSHEDS, INCLUDING THROUGH
FUNDING THAT EMPOWERS COMMUNITIES TO REDUCE THE RISK OF WILDFIRE TO PEOPLE, PROPERTY, AND
INFRASTRUCTURE; PROMOTES FOREST HEALTH AND FOREST RESTORATION PROJECTS; AND ENCOURAGES THE
USE OF WOOD FOR TRADITIONAL FOREST PRODUCTS AND BIOMASS ENERGY;
(g) THE COLORADO DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES AND THE COLORADO WATER CONSERVATION
BOARD PROVIDE CRITICAL FUNDING FOR WILDFIRE RISK REDUCTION, INCLUDING BY FUNDING LARGE-SCALE
PROJECTS TO REDUCE THE AMOUNT OF POTENTIAL WILDFIRE FUEL; INVESTING IN WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT
WITH HANDS-ON EXPERIENCE AND TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES IN WILDFIRE MITIGATION AND FORESTRY; AND
ASSISTING COMMUNITIES IN PLANNING FOR AND LESSENING THE LONG-TERM EFFECTS THAT WILDFIRES HAVE
ON COLORADO’S WATER, WETLANDS, COMMUNITIES, AND INFRASTRUCTURE;
(h) DESPITE THESE EXISTING INVESTMENTS, COLORADO’S FORESTS NEED ADDITIONAL FUNDING AND URGENT
ATTENTION TO ADDRESS WILDEIRE RISK AND PROTECT WATERSHEDS AND FOREST HEALTH;
(i) COLORADO’S GREAT OUTDOORS, WATER, AND WILDLIFE ARE AMONG THE STATE’S MOST TREASURED
RESOURCES, ENHANCING COLORADANS’ QUALITY OF LIFE, CONTRIBUTING TO THE STATE’S ECONOMY,
PROVIDING DIVERSE OPPORTUNITIES TO EXPERIENCE NATURE, AND SUPPORTING JOBS IN THE STATE;
(j) DESPITE THE STATE’S RENOWNED BEAUTY AND VAST OPPORTUNITIES FOR YEAR-ROUND OUTDOOR
ACTIVITIES, MANY COMMUNITIES IN COLORADO FACE OBSTACLES TO ACCESSING THE OUTDOORS AND THE
SIGNIFICANT BENEFITS SPENDING TIME IN NATURE DELIVERS;
(k) COLORADO HAS A LEGACY OF LAND CONSERVATION, INCLUDING THROUGH PARTNERSHIPS WITH
PRIVATE LANDOWNERS TO PROTECT WORKING FARMS AND RANCHES AND TO MAINTAIN THE NATURAL AND
AGRICULTURAL HERITAGE OF THE STATE, AND ALSO HAS WORLD-CLASS STATE PARKS AND OTHER PUBLIC
LANDS, ALL OF WHICH PROVIDE SIGNIFICANT BENEFITS TO COLORADO’S WATERS, WILDLIFE, AND PEOPLE;
(I) COLORADO PARKS AND WILDLIFE WORKS TO ENSURE COLORADO’S OUTDOORS AND WILDLIFE ARE
SUSTAINED FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS, INCLUDING TO CONSERVE VULNERABLE WILDLIFE SPECIES AND
HABITATS AND TO MAINTAIN A HIGH-QUALITY STATE PARKS SYSTEM;
(m) THE GREAT OUTDOORS COLORADO PROGRAM (GOCOQ), ESTABLISHED BY A VOTE OF THE PEOPLE
OF COLORADO AND ENSHRINED IN ARTICLE XXVII OF THE STATE CONSTITUTION, IS DEDICATED TO THE
PRESERVATION, PROTECTION, ENHANCEMENT, AND MANAGEMENT OF THE STATE’S WILDLIEE, PARK, RIVER,
TRAIL, AND OPEN SPACE HERITAGE;
(n) GOCO DELIVERS EXCEPTIONAL BENEFITS TO THE STATE BY INVESTING COLORADO LOTTERY REVENUE
IN THE STATE’S WILDLIFE RESOURCES AND OUTDOORS THROUGH COLORADO PARKS AND WILDLIFE AND
COMPETITIVE GRANTS TO PROTECT UNIQUE NATURAL LANDSCAPES AND TO MATCH LOCAL INVESTMENTS FOR
OPEN SPACE, PARKS, AND ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION FACILITIES;
(0) CREATED BY EXECUTIVE ORDER B-2020-08 IN 2020, THE COLORADO OUTDOOR REGIONAL PARTNERSHIPS
INITIATIVE, WHICH RECEIVES FUNDING FROM GOCO AND COLORADO PARKS AND WILDLIEE, ADVANCES
REGIONAL AND STATEWIDE COLLABORATION TO ENSURE THAT COLORADO’S WATER, LAND, AND WILDLIFE
THRIVE WHILE ALSO ENHANCING EQUITABLE ACCESS TO QUALITY OUTDOOR EXPERIENCES;
(p) FOLLOWING THE CREATION OF THE REGIONAL PARTNERSHIPS INITIATIVE, THE COLORADO OUTDOORS
STRATEGY EMERGED FROM A MULTI-YEAR, COLLABORATIVE EEFORT WITH LOCAL, REGIONAL, AND STATE
PARTICIPATION AND SERVES AS A VISION FOR FUTURE INVESTMENTS IN COLORADO’S OUTDOORS WITH THREE
NORTH-STAR GOALS: CLIMATE RESILIENT CONSERVATION AND RESTORATION; EXCEPTIONAL AND SUSTAINABLE
OUTDOOR RECREATION; AND COORDINATED PLANNING AND FUNDING;
(q) THE OUTDOOR EQUITY GRANT PROGRAM, WITHIN COLORADO PARKS AND WILDLIFE, INCREASES ACCESS
AND OPPORTUNITIES FOR YOUTH AND THEIR FAMILIES TO EXPERIENCE COLORADO’S OUTDOORS AND INVESTS,
THROUGH GRANTS TO ORGANIZATIONS THAT PROVIDE TRANSFORMATIONAL CONSERVATION, OUTDOOR
EDUCATION, AND EXPERIENTIAL LEARNING PROGRAMS, IN THE NEXT GENERATION OF COLORADANS LEARNING
ABOUT THE IMPORTANCE OF OUR LAND AND WATER;
(r) THE OUTDOOR RECREATION INDUSTRY OFFICE IN THE OFFICE OF ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT WORKS TO
SUPPORT THE ECONOMIC VALUE OF COLORADO’S OUTDOORS AND TO PROTECT AND CONSERVE OUR WATER,
LAND, AIR, AND CLIMATE BY, AMONG OTHER EFFORTS, PROMOTING CONSERVATION, ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT,
EDUCATION, WORKFORCE TRAINING, AND PUBLIC HEALTH AND WELLNESS AND ADDRESSING THE CHRONIC
AND SYSTEMIC INEQUITIES THAT PREVENT YOUTH AND COMMUNITIES FROM ENGAGING IN MEANINGFUL
EXPERIENCES IN THE OUTDOORS; AND
(s) WITHOUT RAISING TAXES OR CHANGING THE COST OF SPORTING GOODS AND EQUIPMENT, COLORADO
VOTERS DIRECT THE INVESTMENT OF MORE CONSERVATION FUNDING BY ALLOWING THE STATE TO RETAIN
THE REVENUE GENERATED FROM THE EXISTING STATE SALES TAX ON SPORTING GOODS AND EQUIPMENT
AND DIRECTING THAT AMOUNT OF MONEY TO THE COLORADO WILDFIRE PROTECTION AND WATER FUND TO
HELP THE COLORADO STATE FOREST SERVICE AND THE COLORADO DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES
PROTECT COMMUNITIES AND WATER BY REDUCING THE RISK OF WILDFIRE; TO GOCO TO PRESERVE, PROTECT,
ENHANCE, AND MANAGE THE STATE’S WILDLIFE, PARK, RIVER, TRAIL, AND OPEN SPACE HERITAGE; TO THE
OUTDOOR EQUITY GRANT PROGRAM TO IMPROVE ACCESS TO THE OUTDOORS FOR YOUTH AND FAMILIES; AND
TO THE OUTDOOR RECREATION INDUSTRY OFFICE TO INVEST IN WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT AND OTHER
OPPORTUNITIES TO PARTICIPATE IN AND CONTRIBUTE TO COLORADO’S OUTDOORS ECONOMY.
(2)(a) NOTWITHSTANDING ANY PROVISION OF LAW TO THE CONTRARY, COMMENCING ON JULY 1, 2027,
ALL STATE SALES TAX REVENUES COLLECTED FROM CERTAIN SPORTING GOODS AND EQUIPMENT SHALL
CONSTITUTE A VOTER-APPROVED REVENUE CHANGE UNDER SECTION 20(7)(d) OF ARTICLE X OF THE STATE
CONSTITUTION, AS AN EXCEPTION TO THE LIMITS THAT WOULD OTHERWISE APPLY WITHOUT LIMITING OR
AFFECTING THE COLLECTION OR SPENDING OF OTHER REVENUES.
(b) THE REVENUE RESULTING FROM THE VOTER-APPROVED REVENUE CHANGE CREATED BY THIS SECTION
SHALL BE EXEMPT REVENUE KNOWN AS “WILDFIRE AND CONSERVATION REVENUE”. FOR THE PURPOSES OF THIS
SECTION, “EXEMPT REVENUE” MEANS, FOR THE APPLICABLE STATE FISCAL YEAR, REVENUE EXEMPT FROM THE

LIMITATION ON STATE FISCAL YEAR SPENDING.
(3) THE CONSERVE AND PROTECT COLORADO’S WATER, LAND, AND FORESTS FUND IS HEREBY CREATED IN THE
STATE TREASURY.

(a) THE FUND CONSISTS OF MONEY TRANSFERRED TO THE FUND PURSUANT TO SUBSECTION (3)(C) OF THIS
SECTION AND ANY OTHER MONEY THAT THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY MAY APPROPRIATE OR TRANSFER TO THE
FUND.

(b) ALL INTEREST AND INCOME EARNED ON THE DEPOSIT AND INVESTMENT OF MONEY IN THE CONSERVE
AND PROTECT COLORADO’S WATER, LAND, AND FORESTS FUND IS CREDITED TO THE FUND AND IS NOT
TRANSEERRED TO THE GENERAL FUND OR ANY OTHER FUND AT THE END OF ANY FISCAL YEAR.

(c) ONJULY 1, 2027 FOR THE 2027-28 STATE FISCAL YEAR, AND ON JULY 1 FOR EACH STATE FISCAL YEAR
THEREAFTER, THE STATE TREASURER SHALL TRANSFER FROM THE GENERAL FUND TO THE CONSERVE AND
PROTECT COLORADO’S WATER, LAND, AND FORESTS FUND AN AMOUNT EQUAL TO THE WILDFIRE AND
CONSERVATION REVENUE DETERMINED PURSUANT TO THE CALCULATIONS IN SUBSECTION (4) OF THIS
SECTION.

(d) MONEY IN THE CONSERVE AND PROTECT COLORADO’S WATER, LAND, AND FORESTS FUND SHALL
SUPPLEMENT, NOT SUPPLANT, EXISTING FUNDING FOR THE FUNDS IN SUBSECTIONS (3)(d)(I), (3)(d)(II), (3)(d)
(IIT), AND (3)(d)(IV) OF THIS SECTION AND BE CREDITED AS FOLLOWS:

(I) FORTY-SEVEN AND FIVE-TENTHS PERCENT TO THE GREAT OUTDOORS COLORADO TRUST FUND CREATED
AND ESTABLISHED BY SECTION 2 OF ARTICLE XXVII OF THE STATE CONSTITUTION FOR THE PURPOSES OF
SUCH ARTICLE AND TO BE MAINTAINED AND EXPENDED PURSUANT TO SUCH ARTICLE;

(IT) FORTY-SEVEN AND FIVE-TENTHS PERCENT TO THE COLORADO WILDFIRE PREVENTION AND WATER FUND
CREATED IN SECTION 24-33-119 TO PROTECT COMMUNITIES AND WATER SOURCES FROM WILDFIRE;

(IIT) TWO AND FIVE-TENTHS PERCENT TO THE OUTDOOR EQUITY FUND CREATED IN SECTION 33-9-206(1)(a);
AND

(IV) TWO AND FIVE-TENTHS PERCENT TO THE OUTDOOR RECREATION ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT CASH FUND
CREATED IN SECTION 24-48.5-129(4)(a) FOR THE PURPOSE OF PROVIDING GRANTS IN FURTHERANCE OF THE
PURPOSES LISTED IN SECTION 24-48.5-129 (3)(c) AND (3)(d).

(4) THE AMOUNT OF WILDFIRE AND CONSERVATION REVENUE GENERATED AND AVAILABLE FOR DISTRIBUTION
PURSUANT TO THIS SECTION SHALL BE DETERMINED AS FOLLOWS:

(a) NO LATER THAN MARCH 15, 2027, FOR THE 2027-28 STATE FISCAL YEAR, LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL STAFF
SHALL DETERMINE THE AMOUNT OF WILDFIRE AND CONSERVATION REVENUE BASED ON THE UNITED STATES
CENSUS BUREAU 2022 ECONOMIC CENSUS DATA CONTAINED IN TABLE NUMBER EC2200NAPCSINDPRD AND
PURSUANT TO THE FOLLOWING METHODOLOGY:

(I) CoLLECT THE COLORADO AND NATIONAL TOTAL SALES, VALUE OF SHIPMENTS, OR REVENUES FROM THE
NORTH AMERICAN INDUSTRY CLASSIFICATION SYSTEM (NAICS) CODE 44-45 FOR RETAIL TRADE;

(IT) COLLECT THE TOTAL SALES, VALUE OF SHIPMENTS, OR REVENUES IN NAICS CODE 44-45 FOR RETAIL
TRADE FOR EACH NORTH AMERICAN PRODUCT CLASSIFICATION SYSTEM (NAPCS) PRODUCT IN COLORADO
AND THE NATION FOR THE NAPCS SPORTING GOODS AND EQUIPMENT PRODUCTS WITH THE FOLLOWING
CODES USED IN THE 2022 ECONOMIC CENSUS TABLE: 5001025000, 5001050000, 5001075000, 5001105000,
5001150000, 5001175000, 5001300000, 5001700000, AND 7001800000;

(IIT) DIVIDE:

(A) THE TOTAL DOLLAR AMOUNT FOR EACH NAPCS PRODUCT CODE IN COLORADO IN SUBSECTION (4)(a)(II)
OF THIS SECTION BY THE TOTAL DOLLAR AMOUNT FOR THE ENTIRE NAICS CODE 44-45 FOR RETAIL TRADE

IN COLORADO IN SUBSECTION (4)(a)(I) OF THIS SECTION IN ORDER TO DETERMINE THE PERCENT OF TOTAL
RETAIL TRADE SALES THAT ARE SPORTING GOODS AND EQUIPMENT SALES FOR COLORADO; AND

(B) THE TOTAL DOLLAR AMOUNT FOR EACH NAPCS PRODUCT CODE IN THE NATION IN SUBSECTION (4)(a)(II)
OF THIS SECTION BY THE TOTAL DOLLAR AMOUNT FOR THE ENTIRE NAICS CODE 44-45 FOR RETAIL TRADE

IN THE NATION IN SUBSECTION (4)(a)(I) OF THIS SECTION IN ORDER TO DETERMINE THE PERCENT OF TOTAL
RETAIL TRADE SALES THAT ARE SPORTING GOODS AND EQUIPMENT SALES FOR THE NATION;

(IV) MULTIPLY:

(A) EacH CoLORADO NAPCS PRODUCT CODE PERCENTAGE IN SUBSECTION (4)(a)(III)(A) OF THIS SECTION BY
THE COLORADO DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE GROSS ANNUAL SALES FROM THE MOST RECENTLY AVAILABLE TAX
YEAR FOR THE NAICS CODE 44-45 FOR RETAIL TRADE TO DETERMINE THE ESTIMATE OF TAXABLE SPORTING
GOODS AND EQUIPMENT SALES IN COLORADO; AND

(B) As A SUBSTITUTE FOR ANY COLORADO NAPCS PrRODUCT CODE IN NAICS CODE 44-45 FOR RETAIL TRADE
WITH A DATA NONDISCLOSURE FLAG FOR THE TOTAL SALES, VALUE OF SHIPMENTS, OR REVENUES IN TABLE
NUMBER EC2200NAPCSINDPRD, THE NATIONAL NAPCS PRODUCT CODE PERCENTAGE IN PERCENTAGE IN
SUBSECTION (4)(a)(IIT)(B) OF THIS SECTION BY THE COLORADO DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE GROSS ANNUAL
SALES FROM THE MOST RECENTLY AVAILABLE TAX YEAR FOR THE NAICS CODE 44-45 FOR RETAIL TRADE; AND
(V) MULTIPLY THE TOTAL TAXABLE SALES FROM SPORTING GOODS AND EQUIPMENT DETERMINED IN
SUBSECTION (4)(a)(IV) OF THIS SECTION BY THE STATE SALES TAX RATE TO DETERMINE THE AMOUNT OF
WILDLIFE AND CONSERVATION REVENUE.

(b) FOR THE 2027-28 STATE FISCAL YEAR, THE AMOUNT OF WILDFIRE AND CONSERVATION REVENUE
DETERMINED PURSUANT TO SUBSECTION (4)(a) OF THIS SECTION SHALL BE CONSIDERED EXEMPT REVENUE
AVAILABLE FOR DISTRIBUTION PURSUANT TO SUBSECTION (3) OF THIS SECTION.

(c) FOR FISCAL YEARS COMMENCING ON AND AFTER JULY 1, 2028, THE QUARTERLY DECEMBER REVENUE
FORECAST PREPARED BY LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL STAFF SHALL DETERMINE THE ADJUSTMENT TO THE AMOUNT
OF WILDFIRE AND CONSERVATION REVENUE GENERATED PURSUANT TO SUBSECTION (4)(a) OF THIS SECTION
FOR THE UPCOMING FISCAL YEAR. IN DETERMINING THE ADJUSTED ANNUAL AMOUNT, LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL
STAFF SHALL CONSIDER, AT A MINIMUM, WHETHER:

(I) DATA USED IN SUBSECTION (4)(a) OF THIS SECTION HAS BEEN UPDATED;

(IT) ACTUAL RECEIPTS OF SALES TAX REVENUE FOR THE NAPCS CODES IN SUBSECTION (4)(a) OF THIS SECTION
OR SUCCESSOR CODES ARE AVAILABLE; OR

(ITI) LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL STAFF HAS PREPARED AN ALTERNATIVE RELIABLE ESTIMATE OF STATEWIDE SALES
TAX REVENUE RECEIVED FROM THE SPORTING GOODS AND EQUIPMENT REFLECTED IN THE NAPCS CODES IN
SUBSECTION (4)(a) OF THIS SECTION OR SUCCESSOR CODES.

(d) FOR FISCAL YEARS COMMENCING ON AND AFTER JULY 1, 2028, THE WILDFIRE AND CONSERVATION
REVENUE IS SUBJECT TO REDUCTION IF IT IS DETERMINED THAT EXEMPTION OF THE FULL AMOUNT OF
WILDFIRE AND CONSERVATION REVENUE, AS DETERMINED IN SUBSECTION (4)(C) OF THIS SECTION, WOULD
CAUSE A REDUCTION IN THE CREDIT AMOUNT AVAILABLE FOR EITHER THE FAMILY AFFORDABILITY TAX
CREDIT, PURSUANT TO SECTION 39-22-130(6), OR THE EARNED INCOME TAX CREDIT, PURSUANT TO 39-22-
123.5(3.5)(c). SUCH DETERMINATION SHALL BE MADE IN EITHER THE QUARTERLY DECEMBER REVENUE
FORECAST PREPARED BY LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL STAFF OR THE QUARTERLY DECEMBER REVENUE FORECAST
PREPARED BY THE OFFICE OF STATE PLANNING AND BUDGETING IN THE DECEMBER IMMEDIATELY PRECEDING
THE APPLICABLE STATE FISCAL YEAR, AS DETERMINED BY WHICH IMMEDIATELY PRECEDING MARCH FORECAST
THE JOINT BUDGET COMMITTEE USED IN THE PREPARATION OF THE STATE BUDGET. [F SUCH A REDUCTION

IS NECESSARY, LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL STAFF OR THE OFFICE OF STATE PLANNING AND BUDGETING SHALL
CALCULATE THE MAXIMUM AMOUNT OF WILDFIRE AND CONSERVATION REVENUE THAT CAN BE CONSIDERED
EXEMPT REVENUE WITHOUT RESULTING IN A REDUCTION OF THE CREDIT AMOUNT AVAILABLE FOR THE
FAMILY AFFORDABILITY TAX CREDIT, PURSUANT TO SECTION 39-22-130(6), OR THE EARNED INCOME TAX
CREDIT, PURSUANT TO 39-22-123.5(3.5)(c).

(e) LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL STAFF OR THE OFFICE OF STATE PLANNING AND BUDGETING SHALL SUBMIT TO THE
STATE TREASURER THE AMOUNT OF WILDFIRE AND CONSERVATION REVENUE THAT SHALL BE TRANSFERRED
AND AVAILABLE FOR DISTRIBUTION PURSUANT TO SUBSECTION (3) OF THIS SECTION AS FOLLOWS:

(I) FOR THE 2027-28 STATE FISCAL YEAR, THE AMOUNT OF WILDFIRE AND CONSERVATION REVENUE THAT
RESULTS FROM THE DETERMINATION MADE IN SUBSECTION (4)(a) OF THIS SECTION; AND

(IT) FOR THE 2028-29 STATE FISCAL YEAR AND FOR ALL SUBSEQUENT STATE FISCAL YEARS, THE AMOUNT OF
WILDFIRE AND CONSERVATION REVENUE THAT RESULTS FROM THE DETERMINATIONS MADE IN SUBSECTIONS
(4)(c) AND (4)(d) OF THIS SECTION.

SECTION 2. In Colorado Revised Statutes, add 24-33-119 as follows:

24-33-119. Colorado wildfire prevention and water fund - disposition of money. (1) THE COLORADO
WILDFIRE PREVENTION AND WATER FUND IS HEREBY CREATED IN THE STATE TREASURY. THE FUND CONSISTS
OF MONEY CREDITED TO THE FUND PURSUANT TO SECTION 24-77-110 AND ANY OTHER MONEY THAT THE
GENERAL ASSEMBLY MAY APPROPRIATE OR TRANSFER TO THE FUND. ALL MONEY IN THE FUND AT THE END

OF EACH FISCAL YEAR REMAINS IN THE FUND AND DOES NOT REVERT TO THE GENERAL FUND OR ANY OTHER
FUND. THE STATE TREASURER SHALL CREDIT ALL INTEREST AND INCOME DERIVED FROM THE DEPOSIT AND
INVESTMENT OF MONEY IN THE FUND TO THE FUND.

(2) AFTER THE STATE TREASURER TRANSFERS AND CREDITS THE WILDFIRE AND CONSERVATION REVENUE
PURSUANT TO SECTION 24-77-110 (3)(c) AND (3)(d), ON JULY 1, 2027, FOR THE 2027-28 STATE FISCAL YEAR,
THE STATE TREASURER SHALL TRANSFER MONEY IN THE FUND AS FOLLOWS:

(a) TEN MILLION DOLLARS TO THE PRESCRIBED FIRE CLAIMS CASH FUND CREATED IN SECTION 24-33.5-1240(2)
()s

(b) FIFTY PERCENT OF THE MONEY REMAINING AFTER THE TRANSFER PURSUANT TO SUBSECTION (2)(a) OF
THIS SECTION TO THE FOREST RESTORATION AND WILDFIRE RISK MITIGATION GRANT PROGRAM CASH FUND
CREATED IN SECTION 23-31-310(8.5) AND THE HEALTHY FORESTS AND VIBRANT COMMUNITIES FUND CREATED
IN SECTION 23-31-313(10), WITH THE STATE FORESTER TO DETERMINE THE AMOUNT TO BE TRANSFERRED TO
EACH FUND; AND

(c) THE OTHER FIFTY PERCENT OF THE MONEY REMAINING AFTER THE TRANSFER PURSUANT TO SUBSECTION
(2)(a) OF THIS SECTION TO THE WILDFIRE MITIGATION CAPACITY DEVELOPMENT FUND CREATED IN SECTION
24-33-117(1) AND THE COLORADO WATER CONSERVATION BOARD CONSTRUCTION FUND CREATED IN SECTION
37-60-121 FOR THE PURPOSES SPECIFIED IN SECTION 37-60-121(11)(b)(II), WITH THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
OF THE DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES TO DETERMINE THE AMOUNT TO BE TRANSFERRED TO EACH
FUND.

(3) AFTER THE STATE TREASURER TRANSFERS AND CREDITS THE WILDFIRE AND CONSERVATION REVENUE
PURSUANT TO SECTION 24-77-110 (3)(c) AND (3)(d), ON JULY 1, 2028, FOR THE 2028-29 STATE FISCAL YEAR,
AND ON JULY 1 FOR EACH STATE FISCAL YEAR THEREAFTER, THE STATE TREASURER SHALL CREDIT MONEY IN
THE FUND AS FOLLOWS:

(a) FIFTY PERCENT OF THE MONEY TO THE FOREST RESTORATION AND WILDFIRE RISK MITIGATION GRANT
PROGRAM CASH FUND CREATED IN SECTION 23-31-310(8.5) AND THE HEALTHY FORESTS AND VIBRANT
COMMUNITIES FUND CREATED IN SECTION 23-31-313(10), WITH THE STATE FORESTER TO DETERMINE THE
AMOUNT TO BE CREDITED TO EACH FUND; AND

(b) FIFTY PERCENT OF THE MONEY TO THE WILDFIRE MITIGATION CAPACITY DEVELOPMENT FUND CREATED
IN SECTION 24-33-117(1) AND THE COLORADO WATER CONSERVATION BOARD CONSTRUCTION FUND CREATED
IN SECTION 37-60-121 FOR THE PURPOSES SPECIFIED IN SECTION 37-60-121(11)(b)(II), WITH THE EXECUTIVE
DIRECTOR OF THE DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES TO DETERMINE THE AMOUNT TO BE CREDITED TO
EACH FUND.
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Sports

SOCCER

SUN photo/Randi Pierce

Pirate Ryder King battles to move the ball forward in the team’s final home game against Bayfield on Thursday,
Oct. 8. King scored one of the Pirates’ three goals in the win.

VOLLEYBALL

Lady Pirates set to return to action after rest period

By Jack Sellner
Staff Writer

After three straight losses, the
Pagosa Springs High School Lady
Pirate volleyball team has had eight
days to recover ahead of matchups
with Centauri and Monte Vista.

The Lady Pirates last played on
Oct. 6 against Bayfield. After some
time to rest and recharge, the team
will be heading to La Jara to face
Centauri on Thursday, Oct. 15, and
then to Monte Vista on Tuesday,
Oct. 20.

Centauri is 12-5 and ranked fourth

in 2A, while Monte Vista is 7-8 and
ranked 43rd in 3A.

The Lady Pirates sitat4-11 and are
ranked 46th in 3A.

Coach Chelsea Caler emphasized
that the keys to winning their upcom-
ing games are communication, limit-
ing unforced errors and trusting each
other as a team.

“We’ve spent alot of time on serve
receive and offense, especially help-
ing our hitters expand their shot
selection,” wrote Caler in an email
to The SUN. “We’'re also putting a big
emphasis on communication and
creating more trust on the court.”

Caler noted that the team has
shown that it can compete with tough
teams this season, the girls just need
to translate that confidence into their
upcoming games.

“Honestly, I think it comes down
to the whole team buying in and
communicating,” wrote Caler. “When
we're talking, supporting each other
and playing together, we're a much
tougher team to play against”

Thursday’s game against Centauri
is set to begin at 6:30 p.m., while
Tuesday’s game against Monte Vista
is slated for 6 p.m.

Jjsellner@orourkemediagroup.com

Photo courtesy Janine Emmets

Five Pagosa Springs seniors were part of the senior send-off at the Chalk Creek Stampede in Nathrop, Colo.,
on Oct. 11. From left are Justin Sewell, Van Halterman, Adelyn Hittle, Aaron Sowle and Jackson Chaney.

Mountain bike team closes regular season at Chalk Creek Stampede

By Justin Sewell
DUST2

The Pagosa Springs Mountain Bike
Team (DUST2) had its fourth and
final regular-season race in Nathrop,
Colo., on Oct. 11.

The Chalk Creek Stampede having
lots of sandy sections makes it one of
the harder courses. The course has a
6.7-mile loop and 443 feet of climb-
ing. Sandy descents and steep climbs
distinguish Nathrop from otherraces.

Most athletes completed two laps,
totaling 13.4 miles, while varsity rid-
ers completed three laps, totaling
20.1 miles.

At Nathrop most families camp
near the race venue, making it even
more fun. Sitting around the camp-
fire with your team telling stories is
a great way to start off the weekend.
The theme for the race was cowboy.
The team captains, Adelyn Hittle and
Justin Sewell, got the team together
to practice swing dancing before the
race to build team spirit.

The first category was the fresh-
men boys. In the cool morning air, the
freshmen boys started. Our only racer
for this category was Elias Gorman.

Gorman finished 25th with a time of
1 hour, 10:59 minutes.

After the freshmen boys was the
senior sendoff, where all of the senior
athletes rode through the pit zone
area and all of the spectators took
pictures and cheered for the graduat-
ing athletes.

This year, DUST2 had five riders
participating in the send-off: Sewell,
Hittle, Van Halterman, Jackson
Chaney and Aaron Sowle. This send-
off was a bittersweet moment for the
riders as their time on the bike team
will soon come to a close.

Up next after the senior send-off
was the sophomore boys. Participat-
ing were Ward Halterman, Drake
Anderson and Amon Phillips. Ward
Halterman finished 27th with a time
of 1:06:13, Anderson finished 29th
with a time of 1:06:19 and Phillips
finished 30th with a time of 1:07:23.

Next were the JV and sophomore
girls. Gianna Shaeffer was the only
girl toracein the JV category. Shaeffer
got sixth with a time 0f 1:07:13. Quinn
Howard was also the only girl in her
category of sophomore girls. Howard
got 10th with a time of 1:13:28.

TheJVboyswere the next division to

race. Racers Chaney, Sowle, and Henley
Pickering made up the category for
Pagosa. In the windy afternoon the boys
started their race. Sowle finished 29th
with a time of 1:03:00, Chaney finished
45th with a time of 1:06:39 and Picker-
ing finished 58th with a time of 1:10:42.

To finish off the day was the varsity
division. Sewell and Hittle raced in
their respective categories on varsity.
Sewell finished 17th with a time of
1:26:44 in the varsity boys’ category.
Adelyn finished seventh with a time
of 1:35:46 in the varsity girls’ category.

In terms of points, Hittle led the
team with 523 points, followed
closely by Shaeffer with 504. Sewell
scored 460 points. Howard added
427 points, with Sowle close behind
at372. Gorman scored 348, and Ward
Halterman finished with 340. Chaney
scored 340, with Anderson netting
332. Lastly, Phillips scored 329 points.
The team got seventh in our division
with 3,959 points overall.

Even with the windy and dusty
conditions, DUST2 had a great time
at the Chalk Creek Stampede. Most
riders met and exceeded their goals
for the race and are excited to race at
state in two weeks.

Pirates move to 5-5-1 on season

By Jack Sellner
Staff Writer

The Pagosa Springs High School
Pirate soccer team fell to 5-5-1 with
one regular-season game left after
back-to-back losses to Crested Butte
and Alamosa.

The Pirates defeated Bayfield at
home on Oct. 8 to end a two-game
slide, then lost two in a row.

On Thursday, Oct. 8, the Pirates
hosted Bayfield for their final home
game of the season.

The Pirates entered the game hav-
ingjustbeen on thelosing end of two
matches with Montezuma-Cortez,
but were able to beat the Wolverines
3-2 and get back to their winning
ways.

The Pirates went up 2-0 in the first
half and then closed out the Wolver-
ines with another goal in the second
half.

Hudson Davis, Ryder King and
Ryan Rich all netted goals for the Pi-
rates in the match, and Samson Den-
nis and Edgar Castillo each notched
an assist.

The win gave the seniors a chance
to celebrate one last home win with
their friends and family.

Two days later, the Pirates loaded
up the bus and headed to Crested
Butte for a matchup with the reign-
ing 2A state champions. The Titans
bested the Pirates 6-2 behind a four-
goal second half on the afternoon of
Saturday, Oct. 10.

“We knew going into it, they're a
well-run program,” said coach Trevor
Gian. “They’re gonna have a good
team. They're gonna be well-coached
and ready to play. And that’s exactly
what we ran into at the beginning.
I felt like our boys played well. Wet
weather is a factor in both of these
games, to be honest, up there.”

Due to injuries, Gian had to ask a
couple younger players to step into

larger roles in the game. Most nota-
bly, freshman Finn Renner played
keeper for the Pirates with the injury
to Ethan Bracken.

The Pirates fell behind 1-0 early,
but the combination play of Davis
and King netted a goal and it was tied
1-1. Right before half, though, the
Titans found the back of the net on a
free kick and made it 2-1.

When the second half started, the
Titans started to score. With time
winding down, the Titans held a 6-1
lead after scoring four goals in the
second half, but the Pirates continued
to fight, Gian noted.

King found the back of the net for
the second time in the game and the
score was 6-2 as the final whistle blew.

“[1f] we played full strength, I think
that would put us on par with that
Crested Butte team,” said Gian. “I
know the score really doesn’t show
that, but, yeah. It was disappointing,
but a good effort from the boys.”

After the loss the Pirates had a
couple days to rest, but they were
back on the road on Tuesday, Oct.
13, for a match with the Alamosa
Mean Moose.

The Pirates had defeated the Mean
Moose 4-1 earlier this season, but on
Tuesday they fell 3-2.

Going into the game, the Mean
Moose held a 1-8 record, but Gian
emphasized that a record like that
means nothing when it comes to
league games.

“[We] were hoping to go out and
dictate early, kind of put them on
their heels, get a good lead early so
that we’re not letting them live in the
game,” Gian said. “Really, they have
nothing to lose. And it’s a division
rival or a league rival. And we knew
it would be tough.”

Halfway through the first half,
Davis put the Pirates up 1-0, and Gian
explained he felt like his team was
starting to control the game.

But, just before the end of the first
half, the Mean Moose scored from 40
yards out to tie the game.

The second half started and the
game turned into a dogfight, empha-
sized Gian. Still, the Pirates found a
way to retake the lead. Castillo drewa
penalty kick and buried it in the back
of the net for the 2-1 lead.

With 10 minutes left, Renner was
injured on a breakaway and Erick
Alvarez had to come in off the bench
to serve as keeper.

Shortly after, Alamosa tied it up,
putting away the rebound from a
free kick.

“At that point there’s 10 minutes
left,” said Gian. “It’s a free-for-all, just
back and forth. We’re trying to push.
We need to win. They've got nothing
to lose. So we're pushing back and
forth. It’s getting crazy hectic.”

The Pirates thought they had the
winning goal, but it was called back
for offsides and Alamosa capitalized
on an opportunity with a minute left
to make it 3-2, and that’s the way the
game ended.

“The result’s disappointing,” Gian
said. “But, there’s going to be days like
that. We feel like we probably should
win that game, but Alamosa came out
and fought, and that’s why you play
these games, for a battle”

Now, the Pirates have one game
remaining on their schedule. The
boys will travel to Fruita to take on the
Fruita Monument Wildcats on Friday,
Oct. 16. The Wildcats are 5-6-1 and
ranked 44th in 4A.

The Wildcats took the teams’ most
recent matchup last year 2-0, but the
Pirates won 3-2 two seasons ago.

“At this point, we're going to try to
go have a little fun and see what our
response is,” Gian said. “And at the
end of the day, just make sure we're
leaving that game proud of who we
are and what we bring”

Jjsellner@orourkemediagroup.com

Hearing
Care
for You

WHY SHOULD YOU CHOOSE AN AUDIOLOGIST?
We offer advanced testing to evaluate a full understanding of your hearing and ear
health, not just basic hearing levels. This includes detailed tone and speech testing,
middle ear and inner ear measures, and a clear explanation of results so you
receive precise, evidence-based recommendations tailored to your needs.

HEARING AIDS AND SERVICES
Hearing aids are carefully selected, fit, and programmed to match your unique
hearing profile, lifestyle, and listening goals. Ongoing services—including follow-
up visits, fine-tuning, cleanings, and repair support—help ensure your devices stay
comfortable, dependable, and performing at their best over time for you.

TINNITUS TREATMENT

A range of options are now available to reduce the impact of ringing or buzzing in
your ears so it feels less intrusive, day and night. Strategies include sound therapy,
bimodal neuromodulation, hearing aids with tinnitus features, and counseling
approaches to help your brain filter and manage noise effectively.

Call today for your consultation!

Robert Melton, AuD

Doctor of Audiology

Hearing & Tinnitus Specialist

970-444-2314
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FooTBALL

Pirates lose close game against
Aspen, prepare for homecoming
match against Gunnison

By Clayton Chaney
Staff Writer

The Pagosa Springs High School
Pirate football team came up just
short against the Aspen Skiers last
Friday, Oct. 9, losing by one point,
with a final score of 29-28.

“I felt we played well enough to
win and we didn’t win. So, that’s a
problem,” coach Nathan Morales
said, adding, “That falls on me.”

Morales noted that he needs to
make sure the Pirates are prepared
to finish out the second half of games
when starting out strongin the first half.

The Pirates jumped out to a 14-0
lead in the first quarter with rushing
touchdowns by Hudson Mazur.

Aspen came close to tying it up
before the end of the first quarter, but
trailed 14-13 due to a missed extra-
point attempt.

Early in the second quarter, Aspen
converted a field goal try to take a
16-14 lead.

The Pirates hit back, finding the
end zone two more times before
halftime with another rushing touch-
down by Mazur and throwing touch-
down completed by Kasen Lime-
brook to Alex Pacheco.

The Pirates converted two out of
four two-point attempts on the night.

They were held scoreless in the
second half.

Morales commented on the Pi-
rates not being able to come up with
any points in the second half, saying,
“I gotta do a better job making sure
we continue to get points and have a
chance to win.”

He also mentioned that turnovers
were a factor during the game.

“We gotta take care of the football;
that’s huge,” he said, “butIstill felt we
should’ve got out of there with a win
regardless.”

The Pirates turned the ball over
three times on the night, includ-
ing one interception and two lost
fumbles.

“We get into adverse situations
like that; we gotta be able to get
through them and find a way to be
able to win still,” Morales added.

The Pirates put up a total of 387
yards on offense, including 35 passing
yards and 352 rushing yards.

Gage Sams ran for a total of 55
yards on nine attempts, and Mazur
racked up 179 rushing yards and
three touchdowns on 10 attempts.

Colby Ross led the Pirates on the
defensive side with eight total solo
tackles, followed by Jimmy Elledge,
who recorded six solo tackles.

“I'thought we played well enough
to win,” Morales reiterated, explain-
ing that the Pirates ended up throw-
ing the ball more against Aspen than
any other team so far this season “just

due to circumstance.”

He also noted that he thought the
Pirates “ran the ball well”

Morales also spoke about how the
Pirates gave up some big plays on
defense, despite being in position to
shut those plays down.

He noted the Pirates need to tackle
well, “and that falls on me”

This week is homecoming week
for the Pirates, who will host another
league opponent in the Gunnison
Cowboys.

Kickoff is scheduled for 7 p.m. on
Friday, Oct. 16 at Golden Peaks Sta-
dium.

The Pirates enter the matchup as
the No. 18th-ranked team in the
state’s 2A division, with an overall
record of 3-4, including a Western
Slope League mark of 2-2.

The Cowboys enter the matchup
with an overall record of 2-6 and are
ranked 30th in the state.

Morales commented that the Pi-
rates intend to have “a good outing
this week for homecoming” and look
forward to playing in front of their
fans again.

Stormy weather has affected the
Pirates’ ability to get outside for
practices this week, but Morales
commented, “We just gotta work
through it, make sure we’re focused
and get going”

clayton@pagosasun.com

CROSS-COUNTRY

Photo courtesy Josh Kurz

Pirates Wells Witting and Liam McKnight run together
at the at the Intermountain League XC Meet in Durango
on Thursday, Oct. 8, as Stetson Osborn follows close
behind. The Pirates placed second out of four teams.

Photo courtesy Josh Kurz

From left to right, Lady Pirates Lily DeClark, Madi
Stretton and Lucy Rivera run at the Intermountain
League XC Meet in Durango on Thursday, Oct. 8. The
team took second, with Stretton taking sixth overall.

Pirate teams take second at league meet

By Jack Sellner
Staff Writer

The Pagosa Springs High School
Pirate cross-country teams competed
inDurango on Thursday, Oct. 8, atthe
Intermountain League XC Meet, and
both the boys’ and girls’ teams placed
second.

The race was held at Hillcrest Golf
Course and, while golf courses typi-
cally produce fastrace courses, coach
Josh Kurz noted that the course ran a
little slower than expected, likely due
to soggy grass.

Teams such as Alamosa, Del Norte
and Bayfield competed against the
Pirates, but Centauri, one of the top
teamsintheleague, didn’trace, which
lowered the level of competition,
noted Kurz.

Rylan Ash led the way for the Pi-
rates at the meet, finishing second
overall with a time of 17 minutes, 5.00
seconds. Weston Sweet followed Ash
with afourth-placed finishand atime
of 17:46.00. Miles Dempster placed
seventh with a time of 17:59.00. Jacen
Easling placed 10th with a time of
18:48.00, and Hawkin Kofke placed
19th with a time of 19:58.00 to round
out the top five scoring Pirates in
Durango.

Kieran Kurzplaced 21stwith atime
of 20:13.00, Liam McKnight placed
22nd with a time of 20:24.00, Wells
Witting placed 25th with a time of
20:39.00, Stetson Osborn placed 26th
with a time of 20:49.00, Isaac Hanto
placed 30th with a time of 21:58.00,
Jacob Freeman placed 31st with a
time 0f 22:32.00, Davyn Leiker placed
34th with a time of 23:51.00, and Mat-
thew Mars placed 35th with a time of
25:15.00.

The Pirates placed second out of
the four scoring teams with 40 points,

just five points behind first-place
Alamosa.

Ash and Sweet both received first
team all-conference honorswith their
top-five finishes, and Dempster and
Easling each received second team
all-conference honors with their top-
10 finishes.

“Rylan’s been super consistent all
year,” said Josh Kurz. “You know, that’s
sometimes a lot of pressure to put to-
gether a top-three, top-five finish all
year round, and so I'm really proud of
him forjustracingso consistently. And
same with Weston and Myles.”

Dempster ran a personal best race
in Durango, breaking the 18-minute
barrier for the first time. Easling and
Kofke also had personal records atthe
meet, according to the coach.

Kofke came back from an ankle
injury in Durango, competing in just
his second race of the year, according
tothe coach, andimmediately slotted
in a top-five scoring position.

Madi Stretton was the top Lady
Pirate finisher at the meet, placing
sixth overall with a time of 22:09.00.
Right behind her was Lucy Rivera,
who placed ninth with a time of
23:08.00. Bella Jackson placed 13th
with a time of 23:45.00. Lily DeClark
placed 15th with a time of 24:07.00,
and Elsy Wood placed 18th with a
time of 24:40.00 to round out the top
five scoring Lady Pirates in Durango.

Adelaide Oelking placed 25th with
a time of 26:50.00, Isabelle Ratcliff
placed 26th with a time of 27:00.00,
and Skylar Leiker placed 31st with a
time of 31:09.00.

The Lady Pirates placed second out
of the four scoring teams at the meet
with 53 points, just three points be-
hind first-place Alamosa.

Stretton earned first team all-
conference honors and Rivera and

Jackson each earned second team
all-conference honors.

“Maddie’s been running really
consistent as our top runner, and
that’s very impressive, and I'm really
proud of her,” said Josh Kurz. “And
Bella’sbeen comingalong. She’s been
dropping time, and Lucy’s been con-
sistently dropping time throughout
theyear, too.”

The Lady Pirates were not yet at full
strength in Durango and still are just
three points behind Alamosa. Kurz
emphasized that there is still ground
to be made up, but suggested the girls
are on an upward trend.

Unfortunately, according to the
coach, DeClarksuffered aninjuryand
is unlikely to race next week. In her
absence, the Lady Pirates will get Vivy
DavRem and Olivia Diffeyback ahead
of Monte Vista this coming week.

The team will head to Monte Vista
on Friday, Oct. 16, for their final race
of the regular season, the Eric Wolff
Invitational.

“I'm gonna tell them, definitely
save something for regionals, but the
way I train themis eachraceis a hard
workout, so it’s basically the last hard
workout before the regionals,” said
Josh Kurz.

The Colorado 3A Region 2 meetis
beinghosted by the Pirates thisyear.
It will take place in Pagosa Springs
on Thursday, Oct. 22. The top four
teams in the region will earn them-
selves a chance to compete at the
state meet.

It is a big honor to be able to host
the regional meet, according to the
coach, who emphasized thathe wants
the eventto goassmoothlyaspossible.

He added he would appreciate fan
support and volunteers to make sure
the race goes offwithout any hiccups.

Jjsellner@orourkemediagroup.com

BowLING

Photo courtesy Brigette Hinger
The Pagosa Springs High School Pirate Unified bowling team takes first at a meet in Ignacio last week.

Photo courtesy Brigette Hinger

The Four Corners Rolling Stones Special Olympics bowling teams poses for a photo at regionals in Ignacio
last week. The team consists of athletes from Pagosa Springs, Bayfield and Durango.

We built our business
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Give us a call and experience the difference!

970-582-3225

We are off Piedra & Hwy. 160 next to the bank
9 Solomon Dr, Unit 1
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Arrowhead Propane, Inc.
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Fire district board hears 2027 draft budget

By Clayton Chaney
Staff Writer

The Pagosa Fire Protection District
(PFPD) Board of Directors reviewed
its 2027 draft budget during its regular
meeting on Tuesday, Oct. 6.

Chief Robert Bertam indicated that
the district’s total valuation is down
$142,000 from last year due to a de-
crease in the valuation of houses in
the district.

Bertram also noted that the district
is “keeping a decent balance in our
reserves.’

According to the 2027 draft budget,
the district has $350,000 in capital
reserves.

According to the draft budget,
PFPD’s 2027 anticipated revenues
are listed at $6,526,231, and projected
revenues for 2027 islisted at $5,265,001

Bertram noted that he did not in-
clude billing for wildland services in
the 2027 budget, “since we never know
really what’s going to happen.”

He indicated that, so far this year in
2026, the district has billed out a total
of $1.1 million for wildland services.

In response to a question from the
board, Bertram explained that the fee
the district charges for services at Ste-
vens Field Airport is a yearly fee based
on a service agreement from “a long

Tourism

H Continued from front
from our visitors,” she said.

Green’s presentation also shows
that $107,000 is set aside for events,
with $32,000 for fireworks, $40,000 for
outside organizer event funding and
$35,000 for town events (Comfest, Old
Fashion Christmas, Big Spring Clean
and the holiday lighting contest).

She noted that the cost of fire-
works over the last 10 years had been
split evenly between the town sales
tax and lodging tax, but is now com-
ing completely out of lodging tax.

She explained that the tourism
board is also being asked to cover
the cost of the town’s Comfest events.

Green noted that the $40,000 set
aside for outside event organizers is
areduced amount from what was set
aside in 2026.

“And in the next tourism board
meeting, the board is going to discuss
... 2027 goals and criteria for events
and future meetings,” she said.

Green explained that in the fall of
last year, the board opted to get rid
of all funding criteria for the event
funding process.

“And I believe, from what I've
heard, the majority now feel that that
was the wrong move,” she said.

She indicated the board islooking
to bring back event criteria, “which
will help, perhaps, a level of scrutiny
on the event applications that are
being brought forward.”

Ranson asked who made the deci-
sion on “cutting the events,” to which
Green responded, “I guess I did.”

She explained that she did that
when drafting the budget, “and we
discussed it during the tourism board
meeting, and the rest of the board
didn’t have any pushback on that”

Ranson is the BoCC member that
sits on the Pagosa Springs Area Tour-
ism Board.

She further explained that she was
“just trying to make all the numbers
work;,” and specifically make sure that
there was $500,000 set aside for adver-
tising, “so thatyou guys can clearly see
what the county lodging tax was going
to be used for”

She added, “And since I've heard

Board

H Continued from front
mittee consists of parents, booster
club members and coaches.

BoE member Amanda Schick
commented, “Tjust think some clarity
isneeded”

She mentioned that the topic of
athletics continues to come up within
“inner circles” from middle school
though high school.

“So, I think that that community
could have leverage,” she said, add-
ing that it would be valuable to have
some “clarification of expectation of
the program” from the number of
participants to “what is the philoso-
phy of these teams?”

Schick also noted that she has
asked for the district’s athletic direc-
tor to come before the BoE.

BoE member Tim Taylor asked
about the initiative to potentially get
more referees in the area, with Holt
explaining that many referees are
“aging out”

He also explained that “people are
not excited to be a referee; they're
taking a lot of flack from the stands.”

He noted that has been a point of
focus for the athletic director in trying
to address fans that harass officials.

Schick offered more comments on
the importance of developing a
district-wide athletics philosophy.

time ago””

He mentioned that he recently
received a copy of the agreement and
is looking into what the district could
change, “because it does need to be
adjusted for inflation.”

It was noted by the board that the
yearly fee is $1,020.

“Interesting thing is, the airport
itself is owned by the county; we do
notreceive any taxrevenue from there,’
Bertram said, explaining the PFPD re-
ceives other revenue from the hangars
at the airport.

The 2027 draft budgetalso indicates
the district is projecting $250,000 in
revenue from impact fees, which is up
from the anticipated total of $225,000
for 2026.

During his presentation, Bertam
also noted that the district is anticipat-
ing $2,000 in revenue from community
classes.

He explained that PFPD conducted
CPR classes for multiple schools in the
community this past year.

Total expenses for the district are
projected at $5,265,001, which is
down from the 2026 anticipated total
of $6,214,791.

Bertam explained that payroll ex-
pense for 2027 includes a proposed 5
percent cost-of-living increase for staff.

Total expenses for payroll for the

that you guys don’t want to support
event funding out of county lodging
tax,” Green said.

She explained other costs for fire-
works and Comfest would’'ve been
given to third-party event organizers.

Commissioner Veronica Medina
asked what the amount was for third-
party event organizers in 2026, with
Green indicating it was $150,000.

Green noted that prior to the CO-
VID-19 pandemic, the board’s annual
budget for event planning was $40,000
to $60,000.

“Only since COVID has the number
increased significantly,” she said, add-
ing, “It gets us back to where we were
in the past”

Medina expressed that it is a “sig-
nificant decrease” in event funding
for 2027, adding that when previously
discussing advertising and market-
ing funds, she suggested those funds
could cover costs for fireworks “and
other things”

She added, “I think we could talk a
little bit more about the budget and
how that works.”

Medina also asked when the town
council would be approving the bud-
get, towhich Green indicated italready
has.

“They were on a very accelerated
schedule this year,” Green said.

She also explained that if there is a
significant amount in reserves, if the
board wants to allocate more fund-
ing for events, “there is an opportu-
nity to use money from reserves with,
again, approval from the town and the
county.’

Green later noted that the tourism
board has about $1.4 million in re-
serves, but needs to retain approxi-
mately one-third of that for personnel
expenses in the event that there is no
revenue coming in.

“So, there’sroughly about $1 million
that would be accessible,” she said.

Green also noted that most of the
events that applied for funds have
received funds for “years and years.”

Medina commented that the BoCC
needs to figure out its expectation for
tourism and where the funds could go,
or need to go.

“I think the more cohesive the
message could be, it will allow some
really good structure to come into
place, to ensure everybody can kind
of understand what the mission is,
and I think that that is greatly need-
ed,” Schick said.

Mackey also noted that having a
cohesive philosophy would be ben-
eficial for students beginning in
seventh grade, “so that, by the time
they're in high school, they under-
stand the program.”

Schick commented that it's neces-
sary to keep good coaches wanting
to coach in order for that to happen.

Holt mentioned that one thing
currently delaying the hiring of a
head track coaching position is being
specific about what are the qualities
that the program needs “that we want
to articulate.”

“There’s some assumptions out
there that are based on what other
coaches have done in the past, but
those things haven’t been clearly
articulated anywhere,” he said.

BoE president Bob Lynch ex-
pressed that the basicideaisto have a
handbook that “cuts across all athlet-
ics” that expresses how athletic pro-
grams are intended to aid in student
education and growth.

Holt commented that in having

district for 2027 is listed at $2,678,549,
which is down from the anticipated
total of $3,156,108 for 2026.

During the presentation, the board
also asked questions in regard to
responding to calls outside of the dis-
trict’s service area boundaries.

Bertram explained that is some-
thing the district needs to review and
decide how it wants to approach,
potentially conducting an election in
2027 for voters to decide on joining the
district or not.

He indicated that there are some
funds set aside in the 2027 budget for
an election “if we choose to go that
route”

According to the draft budget, the
district has $20,000 budgeted for elec-
tion expenses in 2027.

Bertram noted that the district has
no legal obligation to respond to calls
for service outside of the district’s
boundaries.

Board member James Martin com-
mented that the district could use that
as a “motivator” to get people to join
the district.

He added that the district could
convey the message to constituents
that it is no longer cost-effective for
the district to continue to respond to
out-of-district calls, suggesting that
people join the PFPD service district,

“My biggest concern with the whole
conversation was to separate the mon-
ey from tourism, and was about the
funding for events in the community,’
she said, adding that “for us to drop to
$40,000 is very concerning.”’

Medina then asked for confirmation
that the funding amount was dropped
because of the county’s request that
$500,000 “strictly go to marketing and
advertising,” which Green confirmed.

“Even though alot of these activities
... would be considered advertising or
marketing,” Medina said.

“Honestly, I think everythingwe do
is considered promoting the destina-
tion,” Green said.

Medinanoted, “besides paying staff
wages,” adding that could even be
“disputed”

Green’s presentation indicates that
$500,000 is budgeted for marketing in
2027, and that the 2027 marketing plan
will be presented at the tourism board’s
meeting in December.

Current projected expenditures for
the tourism board’s 2027 budget are
listed at $1,558,889, according to
Green’s presentation.

At the end of the presentation, Me-
dina asked if there was still an op-
portunity for the BoCC to direct the
tourism board to use “say $100,000
from the advertising and marketing”
to go toward event funding.

“Absolutely,” Green commented.

Medina also noted that the tourism
board is a volunteer board that pro-
vides recommendations.

“I was really disappointed when I
found out that the [event] criteria was
just erased,” she said, asking if Green
could give direction to the board or
bring similar matters to elected boards
for consideration in the future. “Be-
cause I think if it's something that ma-
jor, that definitely affects the funding to
the community. I think that deserves a
bigger conversation.”

Green indicated that she “urged”
the tourism board to not drop criteria
for event funding.

“It also helps event organizers
understand what they’re being grad-
ed on,” she added.

clayton@pagosasun.com

conversations with various coaches,
it’s been expressed that philosophy
would be great to have articulated,
“and they just haven’t existed here.”

Lynch also provided an ancedotal
story of his experience coaching in
the district, explaining that he initially
believed he would be evaluated at the
end of the year.

“Itturned out, you don’t get evalu-
ated. You get asked, ‘Are you coming
back?” he said, suggesting that cre-
ates a culture of “the coach decides”

Holt indicated that he expects
some things to come before the BoE
in regard to developing an athletic
philosophy.

“I was surprised at how informal
things were as far as expectations,’
Mackey added.

Holt also explained that last year
the district dealt with the topic of de-
ciding on how far a team could drive
before it needed to book a hotel stay.

“We didn’t have anything to base
that on,” Holt said, explaining that
those decisions were based on mem-
ories of previous coaches and staff
rather than being defined in a policy
derived from an athletics philosophy.

Holt also noted that the district’s
coaches are being represented in the
athletics advisory committee.

“We'll stay after it,” Mackey added.

“or we're gonna discontinue services
to these areas”

Bertram commented that the board
needs to discuss the matter and align
itself on what the district should do,
addingthatitis “somethingwe doneed
to address.”

Bertram also noted that not being
in afire protection district also makes it
hard forhomeowners to getinsurance.

The PFPD will vote on approving its
2027 budget atits nextregular board of
directors’ meeting, scheduled for 5:30
p.m. on Nov. 10.

clayton@pagosasun.com

WE BUY

GOLD

and sell it too.

Turn your old, broken jewelry
into CASH TODAY

*

We buy gold,
silver, guns,
coins an

more.

San Juan Trading Post
635 San Juan St. (Hwy 160) e (970) 731-PAWN (7296)

*

YOUR RIGHT TO KNOW

Treating
you like

family

Dr. Justin Nylund ang staff

with compassionate non-judgmental care.

66

- Rose H.

970-398-2398

Dr Nylund is the first dentist | have fully trusted since
having to move away from my amazing dentist back in
Reno 7 years ago. | have extreme dental anxiety and Dr
Nylund is so understanding and encouraging. He filled
a cavity for me today and even gave me a little guided
meditation through the shot. He works gently, fast and
does excellent work. | didn't feel a thing, not even the
shot!l He filled a cavity for my son and had him laughing
and happy through it as well. Their front office staff and
assistants, and Sue, Brit their hygienist are all absolutely top
notch. Their insurance plan is better than any plan | have
had through other insurances as well. | cannot say enough
about how pleased we are to finally have a home dental
office where we are so well taken care of. 1 million stars!
£.8.2.0.2.2.8.0.0.0.0.8.0.0.0.08.80008880

i NEW PATIENT SPECIAL
. Cleaning

E exam, $

' Xrays, &

| whitening

*Excludes scaling and root planning
periodontal disease, Boost whitening trays.

Expires October 31, 2026

The team of Black Diamond
Dental emphasizes the
importance of routine dental
care and healthy gums as part
of maintaining a healthy smile
and overall well-being.

Call today to schedule
your cleaning and exam.

970-398-2398

2363 Eagle Dr Unit A, Pagosa Springs, CO 81147

www.blackdiamonddds.com
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Garcia & Co.
JEWELERS =

SELL YOUR VALUABLES

TO THE NATION'S LEADING ESTATE BUYERS

We buy gold, silver, diamonds, coins & more!

3 DAYS ONLY

OCTOBER 20 - 22

Tuesday - Wednesday 10am - 6pm | Thursday 10am - 5pm
4540 E Main St., Farmington, NM 87402 | Call for directions: (505) 326-7353

WHAT WE BUY

Fine Jewelry

O AnyAge &Any Style

O Gold, Silver and Platinum Jewelry
O Broken or Damaged Jewelry

O Designer Jewelry

Diamonds

O Loose & Mounted

0O Damaged

O Any Size, Color, Style Natural Diamonds

Scrap Gold & Silver

O Gold, Silver & Platinum

O Dental Gold

O Old Mountings

O Class Rings & Fraternal Pins

Coins & Currency
O Gold & Silver Coins
O Bullion & Bars

O Old Paper Money
O Coin Collections

Watches

0O Wristwatches & Pocket Watches
(Rolex**, Breitling, Patek, Omega, Elgin,
Waltham, Illinois, Hamilton, etc.)

O Any Condition

Sterling Silver

No Need to Polish. No Silver Plate.

O Flatware & Serving Pieces

O Jewelry (Turquoise, Southwestern, etc.)
O Candlesticks & Candelabras

Rarities
O Military Memorabilia
(Uniforms, Daggers, Swords, etc.)
O Pre-1950 Advertising & Toys
O Old Photos & Autographs (Tintypes, etc.)

Fine Art & Luxury Goods

We Do Not Buy China or Glassware.

O Original Art By Known Artists

O Designer Handbags (Chanel, Fendi, Gucci,
Hermeés, Louis Vuitton, Prada, etc.)

O Pens (Montblanc, Montegrappa, etc.)

RECEIVE A 20% BONUS

When you trade for store credit’

Receive immediate payment! No appointment necessary.

E E 5 Over 5,000 5-Star Reviews!

1 - Ready to Sell? “Eli was an exceptional appraiser. He took the time to carefully examine every item and to

x SCAN QR CODE HERE explain the valuation process. He was very patient, as | had brought many items. He answered all
. . of my questions and put absolutely no pressure on me to sell. | felt so comfortable with him and

for full buyl ng eve nt details. so confident in his appraisals that | ended up selling many of my items. | highly recommend Eli as

an exemplary representative of National Rarities.” - Fran B.

\ NATIONAL RARITIES Call (888) 787-1112 or visit NationalRarities.com

l . ~ .
/ZQL R U ST ED feTATE BUYERS for any item-related questions.

*A free evaluation will be provided, but there is no obligation to purchase your items. Exclusions Apply. **We are not an authorized Rolex
dealer nor are we affiliated or endorsed by Rolex, Rolex USA, or any of its subsidiaries.
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PAWSD considers
Knolls requests

By Josh Pike
Staff Writer

Atits Sept. 24 meeting, the Pagosa
Area Water and Sanitation District
(PAWSD) Board of Directors voted
on a series of requests for informa-
tion and billing changes made by the
Knolls Property Owner’s Association
(KPOA).

Discussions with the KPOA began
atthe Aug. 13 PAWSD board meeting,
where KPOA representatives outlined
the subdivision’s situation and re-
quests for information.

According to KPOA representative
Suzanne Dimeff, the KPOA is con-
nected into the PAWSD wastewater
treatment system, but maintains
its own wastewater collection lines
within the subdivision.

Several hangarsin the area are tied
into this collection system and run
sewage through it into the PAWSD
system, she indicated, adding that
the act of connecting the hangars to
the KPOA system was done without
the KPOA’s permission and was later
ruled to be civil theft by the contractor
who made the connection in litiga-
tion over the matter.

These hangars still pay PAWSD
wastewater service fees.

According to Dimeff, the KPOA is
attempting to create an extra-territo-
rial service agreement with the han-
gar owners connected to the KPOA
collection system, which would
allow the association to bill them for
upkeep of the collection system that
their wastewater passes through on
its way to PAWSD.

The KPOA requested several
pieces of information to help estab-
lish what fees would be reasonable
to charge the hangar owners, as well
as potentially seeking to change its
agreement with PAWSD to be closer
to the district’s agreement for sewage

treatment with the Pagosa Springs
Sanitation General Improvement
District (PSSGID).

As PAWSD Programs Manager
Renee Lewis summarized at the Sept.
24 meeting, the KPOA requested that
it be charged at the same rate as the
PSSGID, which is charged the cost
required to treat the sewage flowing
to PAWSD with no contributions to
capital or other infrastructure ex-
penses, instead of the significantly
higher normal wastewater rate that
KPOA members currently pay.

PAWSD board chairman Gene
Tautges noted that the PSSGID
maintains a large amount of its own
infrastructure and its wastewater
flows through only a very limited
amount of the PAWSD collection sys-
tem, while wastewater from the KPOA
flows through miles of the PAWSD
collection system before reaching
the district’s Vista wastewater treat-
ment plant.

Dimeff explained that she did not
want an identical agreement to the
PSSGID, but did want an “equitable
apportionment” of costs.

She added that having such an
agreement would also allow PAWSD
to use its powers to certify delinquent
accounts to the county treasurer to
enforce the fees that the KPOA is
trying to charge the hangar owners,
which they are currently refusing
to pay.

PAWSD board member Glenn
Walsh noted that the inclusion of
the KPOA into the PAWSD system
was the result of “generosity” on the
part of PAWSD in finding an arrange-
ment to allow a wastewater system
which does not meet standards into
the system.

Following further discussion of
the topic, the board voted 3-1 to deny
the KPOA request to alter the KPOA’s
B See PAWSD B2

Fall colors show north of Pagosa Springs on Saturday, Oct. 10, in between bouts of rain. According to the U.S. Forest Service, fall colors
at higher elevations in the area were peaking as of Wednesday, Oct. 14, with the area around town being at partial peak.

SUN photo/Randi Pierce

Commissioners approve letter of support
for Pagosa Lakes trail project grant program

By Clayton Chaney
Staff Writer

During its regular meeting held
on Oct. 6, the Archuleta County
Board of County Commissioners
(BoCC) unanimously approved its
consent agenda, which included
a letter of support for the Pagosa
Lakes Property Owners Association
(PLPOA).

According to the meeting’s agen-
da, “This letter is in support of the
sponsorship of the Colorado State
Trails new construction grant appli-
cation in partnership with the Pagosa
Lakes Property Owners Association
(PLPOA)”

The attached letter explains that it
is supporting the North Pagosa Trail
extension project.

It also explains that the PLPOA

“will be providing the cash match
and the county will be in ultimate
oversight of the project, has approved
the project and can attest that the
public right-of-way where the trail
will be located shall remain open to
the public for a minimum of at least
the next 25 years.”

Additionally, the letter notes that
PLPOA will be responsible for the
long-term maintenance of the pro-

posed trail project.

“This proposed North Pagosa Trail
Extension Project would provide a
highly desired non-motorized trail
within our community that would
serve many residents and visitors
for years to come and is part of long-
range plan to develop additional
trails within the Pagosa Lakes com-
munity,” the letter states.

clayton@pagosasun.com

SCAN ME

Pagosa Springs Head Start
Is Accepting Applications

Big things are happening at Pagosa Springs Head Start!
Now enrolling children ages 3 to 5 for our FREE,
high-quality preschool program.

Our doors are open to everyone — all families are welcome to apply!

Want to enroll your child?

Drop in at 475 South 8th Street
Monday-Thursday 8am - 3pm, call 970-264-2484,

or visit www.tchs4c.org to get started
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payment arrangement with PAWSD.

PAWSD board member Bill Hud-
sonvoted against denying the request
and stated that he felt that the unique
situation could potentially merit fur-
ther discussion since the KPOA was
not requesting to be treated exactly
like the PSSGID.

PAWSD board member Bruce
Jones also commented thathe did not
see why PAWSD should be involved
in compelling the hangar owners
to pay bills to the KPOA, although
he suggested that the KPOA should
make efforts to show these owners
why they should pay additional fees
to the KPOA.

Tautges also noted that the KPOA
likely has the right to cut off the
hangars from passing wastewater
through its collection system, if it
chose to do so.

Lewis explained that the KPOA’s
second request was for hydraulic
loading data, which PAWSD does
not collect.

Dimeff stated that the KPOA
wanted hydraulicloading data for wa-
ter and understood that PAWSD does
not collect wastewater loading data.

She also denied that the KPOA
could shut off the valves allowing
wastewater from the hangars to enter
the KPOA system, commenting that
this would create public health issues
and “could be a felony.”

Jones raised concerns about
whether or not PAWSD would be
violating client privilege by providing
information from the hangars with-
out the hangars’ permission.

Tautges asked why the KPOA
could not ask the hangars for their

data directly and not involve PAWSD.

Jones noted that Dimeffwas argu-
ing that the hangars were misrep-
resenting the amount of water they
were using, which would also distort
the amount ofload the hangars were
placing in the KPOA collection sys-
tem, although he added that he did
believe PAWSD could provide this
data without the hangar owners’
permission.

Walsh noted that planning depart-
ments frequently calculate hydraulic
load based on occupancy, which he
suggested that the KPOA could do.

Following more discussion, the
board unanimously voted to deny the
request for hydraulic loading data.

Lewis then summarized the final
KPOA request, which was for ac-
counting of availability of service fees
that were erroneously being charged
by PAWSD to KPOA property owners
with vacant lots, ending in 2023.

The paperwork documenting this
request states, “This request is re-
spectfully made to negotiate a settle-
ment between the parties without
need of a subpoena-without filing
an action.”

The paperwork adds that the aim
of this accounting request is to ac-
count for and have PAWSD disgorge
money paid to the district through
erroneous billing both to property
owners and to the KPOA sewer fund
for sewer maintenance.

KPOA president Carl Dimeff ex-
plained that he circulated paperwork
to the property owners in the KPOA
which would give their permission
for the KPOA to acquire this billing
information.

He added that one property owner

went through the process to get this
information, but that PAWSD refused
to provide it because the authoriza-
tion was not notarized.

Lewis commented that she had
requested that the KPOA prop-
erty owners send their permission to
PAWSD via email, if possible, using
the email addresses associated with
their PAWSD accounts.

She added that the person whose
request was denied due to it not be-
ing notarized had submitted their
authorization via a brief note written
in pencil which was impossible to
validate, especially since PAWSD did
nothave another copy ofhis signature
to compare the note to.

Suzanne Dimeff requested that
the issue be tabled so that the KPOA
could collect the appropriate autho-
rizations.

Jones commented that he was
open to tabling the request and would
be willing to potentially consider an
alternative billing structure, although
not one the same as the PSSGID.

Carl Dimeff proposed that he draft
a letter specifying the data to be re-
leased and have this be signed by the
KPOA members.

Walsh raised concerns about the
amount of time being spent on pro-
viding this information to the KPOA
and reiterated his comments on the
generosity PAWSD has shown to the
KPOA.

“I think this whole giving out our
data for folks to police their neigh-
borsis abad road,” Walsh said before
making a motion to deny the KPOA
request.

Tautges questioned why the KPOA
could not ask its members for their

Colorado State Patrol to hold sobriety
checkpoint event in Archuleta County

Colorado State Patrol

The Colorado State Patrol (CSP)
will join forces with the Archuleta
County Sherift’s Office to conduct a
sobriety checkpoint on Saturday, Oct.

17, through the early morning hours
on Sunday, Oct. 18.

Checkpoint locations are chosen
based on DUI crash and arrest histo-
ry. One in three fatal vehicle crashes
in Colorado involves an impaired

SPONSORED CONTENT

lllustration courtesy of San Juan Dental

Dr. Eric Smith of San Juan Dental shows off a temporary “gap” to prove
a point: missing teeth can happen to anyone, but dental implants offer a
natural, lasting solution for your smile.

Missing something?

By Eric Smith, DDS
San Juan Dental

Don’tworry — I'm not really miss-
ing this tooth. As a dentist that'd be
bananas... It’s just for dramatic effect.

But for many people, missing
teeth are no joke. They can affect
howyou eat, howyou speak and how
confidently you smile. That’s where
dental implants can make a real dif-
ference.

At San Juan Dental, we believe
implant treatment should be built on
trust, experience and fairness.

I've performed thousands of im-
plant procedures, and I've learned
that patients don’t just want teeth re-
placed — they want honest answers,
comfortable care and confidence that
they’re in good hands.

Dental implants are one of the
most dependable and natural-feeling
ways to replace missing teeth. They
are designed to look good, function
well and last for years. Just as im-

portant, modern implant treatment
is often far more comfortable and
straightforward than people expect.

We also believe in being fair and
transparent with pricing. Good den-
tistry should feel like a sound invest-
ment, not a mystery.

Our goal is to clearly explain your
options, answer your questions and
help you choose what is best for your
health and your budget. No pressure.
No gimmicks. Just experienced care
and treatment recommendations you
can trust.

So if your smile is missing some-
thing — or if your confidence is too
— come see us. We'd be honored to
help you smile, chew and laugh alittle
easier again.

San Juan Dental offices may be
reached at (970)264-9436 or www.
pagosa.dentist.

San Juan Dental is part of The
Pagosa Springs SUN’s Community
Connect sponsored content program.

driver.

The primary purpose of check-
points is not to make arrests, but to
promote public safety by discourag-
ing motorists from driving impaired.
Through high-visibility, responsible-
driving enforcement events, troopers
will also address those who make the
poor decision to drive while intoxi-
cated. During the checkpoint, troop-
ers and officers will look for signs that
drivers are under the influence of
alcohol and/or drugs.

Archuleta County checkpoint: U.S.
160 near Trinity Lane.

The CSP reminds the public that
impaired driving is not just from alco-
hol. Some prescription medications or
over-the-counter drugs may interfere
with driving. Always follow directions
for use and read warning labels about
driving or operating “heavy machin-
ery, which includes driving a vehicle.
While medicinal and recreational
marijuana are legal, driving under the
influence of marijuanais also illegal. If
you plan on drinking, taking medica-
tions or using impairing substances
that may impact your ability to drive
safely, plan on staying at home or
making a plan for a rideshare, public
transportation or a designated driver.

If you see an impaired driver on
the road, contact the CSP at *CSP
(*277).

Drivers who are caught driving
impaired can expect the impact of a
DUI arrest to include jail time, fines,
fees, DUI classes and other expenses
that can exceed $13,000, not to men-
tion the social consequences when
friends, family, colleagues and em-
ployers find out.

Trustworthy.

The Pagosa Springs SUN
970-264-2100

bills, and Walsh raised further con-
cerns about how fulfilling this request
would facilitate further requests and
attempts to contest PAWSD bill-
ing by the KPOA leadership and its
residents.

“This is arequest for broad discov-
ery, again, just to triplicate or quadru-
plicate what we've seen today,” said
Walsh. “I'm sorry, I think we provide
you excellent service at a generous
price. Districts all over charge 50, 75,
100 percent premiums for out-of-
district service. I think we're doing
good work here, and that’s why I
move to deny.”

Following more discussion of
whether or not denying this request
would set a poor precedent for treat-
ment of the rest of PAWSD custom-
ers, Lewis clarified that PAWSD staff
would welcome discussing billing
with individual owners in the KPOA,
but that this issue likely did not need
to go through the KPOA.

The board then voted on Walsh’s
motion, with Walsh and Tautges
voting for it and Hudson and Jones
voting against.

Tautges explained that this meant
that the motion failed and that the is-
sue would be leftin the hands of staff.

Walsh commented that the failure
of the motion did not mean that exist-
ing PAWSD policy, which he argued
the motion aligned with, changed.

He added thatindividual custom-
ers could request information on
their billing.

Tautges closed the discussion by
encouraging the KPOA to “use the
tools that you have right now, without
us, and move forward”

Jjosh@pagosasun.com

BECOME A MEMBER

at the Private Membership Only

Alpine Sportsman’s
Club Shooting Range

Apply for membership online at:
AlpineSportsmansClub.com
or email: AlpineSportsmansClub@gmail.com

13211 W. Hwy 160
Pagosa Springs. Co 81147
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Attorney Mortgages

TOP LENDER
IN THE COUNTRY

Why work with big banks when we can provide
you and your buyers with more options, faster
closings, and better service?

* Local Loan Officer with a National Expertise

* We Shop So You or Your Buyer Doesn't Have To
* Experts at Mortgages, Because It's All We Do

+ Constant Availability 7 Days a Week

* All Loan Programs Including Expanded Options

* Same Day Pre-Approvals

Carrie Blue

Sr. Loan Officer | NMLS # 177666
chlue@trustedrate.com

(949) 683-4646 Call & Text

NMLS # 2263077

-

Daniel L. Fiedler
Attorney at Law

Estate Planning ® Wills  Trusts
Probate ¢ Elder Law

970-507-8528

190 Talisman Drive, Suite D-6
next to Restoration Church, behind City Market

V.

Storage & Office

Join our
Professional
Directory.

$35 per week,
4 week minimum
with no changes to ad.

Pagosa Springs

Mini Storage

14th St. at 15th Place

behind Home Expo Center

Prices start
at $2500

Sizes available: 5'x5’, 5'x10,
10'x10’, 10’x15’, 10'x20’, and 10°’x30’

For rental information call
Chris (970) 749-2867

Call today! (970) 264-2100

Please check out our most recent blog on

'When Mold is a Health Concern

vs. a Maintenance Issue.’

www.mountainmendm.com/when-mold-is-a-health-concern-vs-a-maintenance-issue/

punctuality.

BJ Jones and Lars Schneider, owners, have spent a
combined total of over 45 years in Pagosa Springs.

As long-time locals, we operate with small-town
hospitality without the “Pagosa-time mentality.” Your
time is as valuable as ours, so we operate with

Mountain Men Disaster Mitigation is here to service
you and your family through providing quality in our
work, and being timely and efficient.

Don'’t forget to check your crawl spaces for standing
water. Water mixed with the normal environments
produced in a crawlspace is the perfect breeding
ground for microbial growth. We also offer sump pump
system installations and repairs as well as moisture
barriers. Call today for a free evaluation!

NATIONALLY LICENSED

DISASTER
RESTORATION

FLOOD MITIGATION

CRAWLSPACE
INSPECTIONS/
WORK

Fire Restoration
Water Extraction

Lars Schneider BJ Jones
970-946-0238 970-749-9028
MountainMenDM.com * mail@mountainmendm.com

Smoke and Odor
Removal

Mold Remediation
Structural Drying

INSURED LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED
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New young driver education law goes into effect Jan. 1, 2027

Colorado Department of Transportation

OnJan. 1, 2027, new minor driver
education standards will go into ef-
fect across Colorado.

These new standards aim to in-
crease the preparedness and knowl-
edge of Colorado’s youngest drivers.

The new standards require:

e A 30-hour driver education
course for 15- through 17-year-olds
(which may include an online course).

o Either a 30-hour course or a four-
hour prequalification driver aware-
ness program (which may include an
online course) for ages 18 through 20
years old.

o A successfully completed motor-
cycle safety training program ap-
proved by Colorado State Patrol for
those under 21 years old before be-
ing issued a motorcycle instruction
permit or endorsement.

'

Prior to the new law, HB24-1021,
teens who earned their permits at
the age of 16 or older did not have
to take an educational course before
passing their written permit exam, a
requirement that is now extended to
all teens under the age of 18.

Additionally, the new law will not
affect behind-the-wheel training
requirements, which will remain
mandatory for all teens earning their
licenses before 16.5 years of age.

“Teens are Colorado’s next genera-
tion of motorists, and we want to pre-
pare them to be safe drivers,” said Col-
orado Department of Transportation
(CDOT) Executive Director Shoshana
Lew. “By increasing knowledge and
preparedness of safe driving practices,
we can reduce crashes, injuries and
fatalities in the years ahead”

Permit holders under 18 years of
age must still complete a minimum of

50 hours of behind-the-wheel driving
before they are eligible to receive a
driver’s license.

Driving hours may be supervised
by:

e The minor’s parent or steppar-
ent.

e The minor’s grandparent with
power of attorney.

e An individual who is 21 years of
age or older and who signed the af-
fidavit of liability.

e The minor’s foster parent who
signed the affidavit of liability.

e An approved driver education
instructor.

¢ An alternate permit supervisor
who is 21 years of age or older and is
appointed by the person who signed
the affidavit of liability.

o If the minor is a foster child, an
individual authorized to supervise
the foster child.

The Blotter

“These new regulations will help
better prepare young drivers for the
roads around them,” said Depart-
ment of Motor Vehicles Director of
Driver Services Benjamin Mitchell.
“Unfortunately, teen traffic fatalities
in Colorado have steadily risen over
the past 10 years. It’s time we improve
our systems to better protect the new-
est drivers on our roadways.”

The law also requires behind-the-
wheel training instructors to submit
a fingerprint-based criminal his-
tory check in place of a Colorado
Bureau of Investigation background
checkbefore instructing. Background
checks for instructors have always
existed, but they’'ll now be completed
through fingerprinting.

To learn more about the new teen
driver education standards and find
other teen driving resources, visit
codot.gov/teeneducation.

Items listed in The Blotter report
where an alleged incident occurred
andthe nature of the incident. Read-
ers should not assume employees
or owners of a place of business or a
parking lot reported as the scene of
aneventare involved as perpetrators
of the incident.

Archuleta County Sheriff’s Of-
fice

Sept. 8 — Domestic violence,
invasion of privacy for sexual grati-
fication, Aspen Road.

Sept. 8 — Information only, no
location listed.

Sept. 9 — Information only, Gun
Barrel Road.

Sept. 10 — Warrantarrest, Hersch
Avenue.

Sept. 10 — Warrant arrest, Davis
Cup Drive.

Sept. 10— First-degree motor
vehicle theft, first-degree criminal
trespass motor vehicle, U.S. 84.

Sept. 10 — Information only,
Hawk Place.

Sept. 11 — Information only, Ma-
rina Court.

Sept. 11 — Information only, U.S.
160.

Sept. 12 — Dog atlarge, Bonanza
Avenue.

Sept. 12 — Criminal possession
of a financial device, identity theft-
use financial device to obtain thing
of value, unauthorized use of finan-
cial transaction device $2,000 to
$5,000, County Road 988.

Sept. 12 — Information only,
Mansions Circle.

Sept. 13 — Agency assist, County
Road 600.

Sept. 14 —warrantarrest, County
Road 600.

Sept. 14 — Warrant arrest, U.S.
160.

Sept. 15 — Information only, Na-
vajo Trail Drive.

Sept. 15 — Rabies vaccination
required, vicious dog with injury to
person, Bastille Drive.

Sept. 15 — Information only,
Starlight Place.

Sept. 16 — Agency assist, County
Road 600.

Sept. 16 — Warrant arrest, Har-
man Park Drive.

Sept. 16 — Theft-$750 to $2,000
other (includes gas), Talisman
Drive.

Sept. 16 — Second-degree crimi-
nal trespass, second-degree forgery,
Country Meadows Place.

Sept. 16 — Trespass warning, no
location listed.

Sept. 16 — Information only
North Dawning Court.

Sept. 17 — Agency assist, U.S. 160.

Sept. 17 — Information only,
Peninsula Place.

Sept. 18 — Information only, U.S.
160.

Sept. 18 — Vicious dog with injury
to person, South Pagosa Boulevard.

Sept. 18 — Death investigation,
Sleeping Bear Place.

Sept. 18 — Dog at large, no loca-
tion listed.

Sept. 19 — Trespass warning, U.S.
160.

Sept. 19— Information only, Ace
Court.

Sept. 19 — Child abuse-negli-
gence, Pinon Causeway.

Sept. 20 — Agency assist, U.S. 160.

Sept. 21 — Criminal mischief
$1,000 to $5,000 private, Pines Club
Place.

Sept. 21 — Information only, lost/
found property, Pineview Road.

Sept. 22 — Crimes against at-risk
adult/elderly >70-theft under $500,
criminal mischief $300 to $1,000
private, stalking-emotional distress-
second offense, theft-$50 to $300
other (includes gas).

Sept. 22 — Agency assist, U.S. 160.

Sept. 22 — Abandon vehicle on
public property, no location listed.

Sept. 23 — Sexual assault-no
consent, Navajo State Park.

Sept. 23 — Information only,
Colo. 151.

Sept. 23 — Agency assist, noloca-
tion listed.

Sept. 23 — Agency assist, noloca-
tion listed.

Sept. 24 — Dog atlarge, Bonanza
Avenue.

Sept. 24 — Harassment-strikes/
shoves/kicks, Meadows Drive.

Sept. 26 — Agency assist, noloca-
tion listed.

Sept. 27 — Agency assist, Talis-
man Drive.

Sept. 27 — Information only, West
GolfPlace.

Sept. 27 — Agency assist, County
Road 600.

Sept. 28 — Information only,
Eagles Crest Place.

Sept. 28 — Criminal mischief
under $300 private, Park Avenue.

Sept. 29 — Information only, Har-
man Park Drive.

Sept. 30 — Information only,
Scratch Court.

Sept. 30 — Criminal mischief M,
Pines Club Place.

Sept. 30 — Second-degree intro-
ducing contraband, unlawful pos-
session of a controlled substance,
Harman Park Drive.

Sept. 30 — Information only, no
location listed.

Sept. 30 — Third-degree criminal
trespass, theft-$50 to $300 fromyard,
Monument Avenue.

Sept. 30 — Criminal mischief
under $300 private, Handicap Av-
enue.

Oct. 1 — Agency assist, County
Road 500.

Oct. 2 — Vicious dog with injury,
East Arbol Park Drive.

Oct. 3 — Reckless driving, U.S.
160.

Pagosa Springs Police Depart-
ment

Oct. 4 — Theft M, South 9th
Street.

Oct. 4 — Assault in the third de-
gree, domestic violence, U.S. 160.

Oct. 4 — Abandonment of motor
vehicle, no location listed.

Oct. 4 — Criminal mischief,
North 5th Street.

Oct. 4 — Criminal trespass, Hot
Springs Boulevard.

Oct.5 — Information only, South
9th Street.

Oct. 5 — Agency assist, Pinon
Causeway.

Oct. 5 — Agency assist, Hot
Springs Boulevard.

Oct. 5 — Failure to display proof
ofinsurance, operated motor vehicle
with expired license plates, tail lamp
violation, no location listed.

Oct. 6 — Agency assist, Eagle
Drive.

Oct. 6 — Information only, San
Juan Street.

Oct. 6 — Careless driving, U.S.
160.

Oct. 7 — Violation of protection
order-criminal, Aspen Village Drive.

Oct. 7 — Theft/knowingly uses,
conceals, abandons which deprives,
Trinity Lane/U.S. 160.

Oct. 7 — Information only, South
9th Street.

Oct. 8 — Lost/found property,
Pagosa Street/Hot Springs Boule-
vard.

Oct.9 — Criminal mischief, Cen-
tennial Park.

Oct. 9 — Information only, no
location listed.

Oct. 9 — Criminal possession of
afinancial device, identity theft-use
information to obtain thing of value,
Hot Springs Boulevard.

Oct.9 — Harassment/communi-
cate bytelephone or computer, Talis-
man Drive.

Oct. 10 — Assault in the third
degree, disorderly conduct-fighting
in public, menacing-felony-aggra-
vated-nonfamily-weapon, resisting
arrest/physical force against officer,
Pagosa Street.

Oct. 10 — Owner or operator
failed to present evidence of insur-
ance upon request, U.S. 160/1st
Street.

Pagosa Springs Municipal
Court: Judge Anthony D. Edwards

Sept.21 — Maria Nevarez-Queza-
da, failed toyield to oncoming traffic

when making left turn, three points
off, fine, surcharge, costs — $116.

Sept. 21 — Deborah Ortiz, owner
operated vehicle withoutinsurance,
four points off, fine and costs — $285.

Sept. 21 — Teresa Haile, unsafe
backing, two points off, fine, sur-
charge and costs — $72.

Sept. 21 — Mary Ledenican,
speeding 10-19 miles per hour over
prima facie limit, four points off,
fine, surcharge and costs — $207.

Sept. 21 — Jonathan Ashley, un-
safe backing, two points off, fine,
surcharge and costs — $72.

Sept. 21 — Phillip Hulst, speeding
5-9 miles per hour over prima facie
limit, one point off, fine, surcharge
and costs — $136.

Sept. 29 — Kyle Sells, speeding
10-19 miles per hour over prima
facie limit, four points off, fine and
surcharge — $172.

Sept. 29 — Natasha Pina, owner
operated vehicle withoutinsurance,
four points off, fine — $250.

Sept. 29 — Roger Zubia, disor-
derly conduct/fighting in public, fine
and costs — $185.

Oct.5 — Sarah Kozlowski, unsafe
backing, two points off, fine, sur-
charge and costs — $72.

Archuleta County Court: Judge
Anthony D. Edwards

Sept. 2 — Zachary R. Johnson,
assault 3-know/reckless cause in-
jury, 18 months probation, fines and
costs — $1,206.50.

Sept. 2 — Valeria R. Robinson,
speeding 10-19 over limit, fines and
costs — $198.50.

Sept. 2 — Trevor R. Helsel, speed-
ing 10-19 over limit, fines and costs
— $210.50.

Sept. 2 — Bernando R. Becenti,
speeding 10-19 over limit, fines and
costs — $210.50.

Sept. 2 — Brian Garcia, trespass
3, four days jail, fines and costs —
$36.

Sept. 2 — Austin Willis, speeding
10-19 over limit, fines and costs —
$210.50.

Sept. 10 — Joseph Harold Berg-
man, license plates-expired, fines
and costs — $83.

Sept. 10 — Xane D. Hill, speeding
5-9 over limit, fines and costs —
$139.50.

Sept. 11 — Sergia Vasquez Calde-
ron, speeding 5-9 over limit, fines
and costs — $127.50.

Sept. 11 — Isaac Earl Thomas,
speeding 10-19 over, fines and costs
— $190.

Sept. 11 — Denise E. Coffee, driv-
ing under the influence-with prior,
365 days jail suspended imposition,
48 hours community service, 24
months probation, fines and costs
— $2,643.80.

Sept. 16 — Alex Quick Selph, reck-
less endangerment, 12 months pro-
bation updated sentence, fines and
costs — $1,776.11.

Sept. 16 — Phillip B. Walter, care-
less driving resulting in serious
bodily injury/death, 24 months
unsupervised probation, fines and
costs — $27,645.61.

Sept. 21 — Kennedy Lynn Brun-
ton, speeding 5-9 over, fines and
costs — $125.

Sept. 22 — Tennessee Charles
Mize, speeding 10-19 over, fines and
costs — $190.

Sept. 23 — Joshua C. Hamill,
parks/recviolate parkrule, fines and
costs — $138.50.

Sept. 23 —James Mars, parks/rec
violate park rule, fines and costs —
$138.50.

Sept. 23 — Christopher S. Cam-
eron, speeding 10-19 over limit, fines
and costs — $210.50.

Sept. 23 — Joshua Soniat du Fos-
sat, violation p/o-criminal-att, 55
days jail, fines and costs — $199.50.

Sept. 24 — Thomas S. Cachucha,
speeding 5-9 over limit, fines and
costs — $139.50.

Sept.24 — Shaianne K. Lambson,
speeding 10-19 over limit, fines and
costs — $210.50.

Sept. 24 — Christian Rick Cor-

nish, license plates-expired, fines
and costs — $120.50.

Sept. 25 — Monica M. Miera-
Artis, speeding 10-19 over limit, fines
and costs — $233.50.

Sept. 25 — Mary Lois Ledenican,
registration-unregistered vehicle,
fines and costs — $161.50.

Sept. 25 — Joshua R. Haskings,
speeding 20-24 over limit, fines and
costs — $314.50.

Sept. 25 — Tanner Charles Coul-
son, speeding 20-24 over, fines and
costs — $290.

Sept. 25 — Justin Apodaca, burn-
ing during Stage 1, 2, fines and costs
— $1,010.

Sept. 25 —Lawrence L. Martinez,
registration-unregistered vehicle,
fines and costs — $126.50.

Sept. 25 — Scott Gene Hembel,
burning during stage 1, 2, fines and
costs — $510.

Sept. 25 — Luke Jason Hanson,
registration-unregistered vehicle,
fines and costs — $126.50.

Sept. 25 — Stetson Ruthardt, driv-
ing under restraint, registration-
unregistered vehicle, fines and costs
— $277.50.

Sept. 25 — Jesus E. Orona Lares,
speeding 10-19 over limit, driver’s
license-driving without, fines and
costs — $279.50.

H See Blotter B6

Clip 'n Save 10%

*Off of 750 ml and 175 ml bottles*

WINES & LIQUORS

Non-Sale ltems Only « Coupon not valid for beer purchases

2642749 ILVER
Next to River Center - Hwy. 160
DOLLAR

East Pagosa Springs
LIQUORS

Mon.-Sat. Open 9 a.m. - Midnight
Sun. Open 10 a.m. - 10 p.m.

All real estate advertising in this newspaper is sub-
ject to the Fair Housing act which makes it illegal to
advertise "any preference limitation or discrimination
based on race, color, religion, sex, handicap, famil-
ial status, or national origin, or an intention, to make
such preference, limitation or discrimination." Famil-
ial status includes children under the age of 18 living
with parents or legal custodians, pregnant women
and people securing custody of children under 18.

HUD
Publisher's Notice

This newspaper will not knowingly accept any ad-
vertising for real estate which is in violation of the
law. Our readers are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised in this newspaper are available on
an equal opportunity basis. To complain of discrimi-
nation call HUD toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. The toll-
free number for the hearing impaired is 1-800-927-
9275.

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

Somnodent Avant as a
CPAP alternative.

No Dental Insurance?
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You Covered.

Ask about the Pagosa Plan

Sleep Better.
Live Better.

Changing lives with comfortable
oral appliance therapy featuring
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Outdoors

Inaugural Headwaters Happy Hour to be held Friday

By Monica Nigon
San Juan Headwaters Forest Health
Partnership

The San Juan Headwaters Forest
Health Partnership (SJHFHP) will
hostits inaugural Headwaters Happy
Hour this Friday, Oct. 16, at 4 p.m. at
Motel SOCO.

The event, to be held monthly, is
a casual gathering to discuss all
things related to forest and watershed
health in our region. An informal
presentation from a topic expert will
be followed by a Q-and-A.

This month’s theme is “What is
‘good fire’?” Local experts in forest
and fire will join us to discuss. All are
welcome.

The SJHFHP was founded in re-
sponse to concerns about forest
health, wildfire risk and differing
opinions over forest management in
Southwest Colorado. Following dis-
cussions about mixed-conifer forest
management on the Pagosa Ranger
District in 2008, a 2009 workshop
convened by the Colorado Forest
Restoration Institute encouraged a
collaborative approach thatincluded
forest managers, scientists, land users
and community members.

The resulting Upper San Juan
Mixed-Conifer Working Group ex-
panded its focus to encompass mul-
tiple forest types and nearby private
lands, recognizing the connections
between forest health, watershed
resilience, water quality and critical
community infrastructure. In 2013,
the group formally became the
SJHFHP.

The SJHFHP mission is to strength-
en the long-term resilience of com-
munities by improving forest and
watershed health through collabo-

ration, shared knowledge, adaptive
management and high-priority res-
toration projects.

Its goals include advancing land-
scape-scale forest and watershed
management, establishing shared
principles and priorities, supporting
regional economic viability through
forest health products, and imple-

BLM announces December sale
of oil and gas leases in Colorado

Bureau of Land Management

On Oct. 9, the Bureau of Land
Management (BLM) announced an
oil and gas lease sale scheduled for
Dec. 8, offering 113 oil and gas parcels
totaling 126,440 acres in Colorado,

' Ny

including some in Archuleta County.

The BLM completed scoping on
these parcels in July and held a
public comment period that closed
in September on the parcels and
therelated environmental analysis.
M See Leases B5

Photo courtesy San Juan Headwaters Forest Health Partnership

A field tour in June 2026 led by partners at the San Juan National Forest-Pagosa Ranger District describes
proposed forest health treatments. The San Juan Headwaters Forest Health Partnership will host its inaugural
Headwaters Happy Hour Friday, offering a time to discuss regional forest and watershed health.

menting treatments in high-risk
areas.

The SJHFHP brings together a
diverse range of stakeholders, includ-
ing federal and state agencies, local
governments, private landowners,
businesses, conservation organiza-
tions, and community members. Its
informal, inclusive structure encour-
ages open discussion, allowing par-
ticipants to contribute to decisions
and build trust around complex forest
management issues.

Since its launch, the SJHFHP has
helped secure more than $1 million
for forest thinning, contributed more
than 3,000 volunteer hours, provided
more than 20 community education
opportunities, developed a citizen-
science monitoring program and
assessed wildfire risks to local water
resources. Its wildfire risk assess-

ments identified the Fourmile and
Turkey Springs areas as priorities for
forest treatments to protect critical
water infrastructure, reservoirs and
residential communities.

These efforts helped secure nearly
$1.3 million in federal funding for
treatments around water resources,
with more than 700 acres treated
across public and private lands.

The work demonstrates how col-
laborative planning can align resto-
ration priorities, leverage funding
and reduce the potential impacts of
severe wildfire and subsequent ero-
sion and runoff.

Ultimately, the SJHFHP’s experi-
ence illustrates how a locally driven,
inclusive collaborative can advance
landscape-scale forest restoration,
protect essential community re-
sources and strengthen resilience.
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Favored by locals
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LVT & prefinished hardwoods, plus Custom setting materials.
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The Tile & Carpet Store

204 Bastille Drive
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our advertisers!

2027 BUDGET NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that the Board of Trustees of the
Upper San Juan Library District has received a 2027
Library Budget for consideration. A copy for public in-
spection is available online at www.pagosalibrary.org or
in person at the Ruby M. Sisson Memorial Library, 811
San Juan St. Pagosa Springs, Colorado.

A public hearing on the 2027 budget is set for Wednes-
day, November 18, 2026 at 4pm in person at the Ruby
Sisson Memorial Library, 811 San Juan St. Pagosa
Springs, Colorado and simultaneously via Zoom.
Interested parties may file objections any time prior to
final adoption as defined in §29-1-106(1), C.R.S.
Published October 15, 22, and 29, 2026, in The Pagosa
Springs SUN. (319800)

COMBINED NOTICE - PUBLICATION
CRS §38 38 103 FORECLOSURE SALE NO. 2026
009
To Whom It May Concern: This Notice is given with re-
gard to the following described Deed of Trust:
On July 28, 2026, the undersigned Public Trustee
caused the Notice of Election and Demand relating to
the Deed of Trust described below to be recorded in the
County of Archuleta records.
Original Grantor(s)
Elizabeth Rae Atencio
Original Beneficiary(ies)
MORTGAGE ELECTRONIC REGISTRATION SYS-
TEMS, INC. AS NOMINEE FOR The Central Trust
Bank, ITS SUCCESSORS AND ASSIGNS
Current Holder of Evidence of Debt
COLORADO HOUSING AND FINANCE AUTHORITY
Date of Deed of Trust
November 30, 2020
County of Recording
Archuleta
Recording Date of Deed of Trust
December 02, 2020
Recording Information (Reception No. and/or Book/
Page No.)
22007722
Original Principal Amount
$171,830.00
Outstanding Principal Balance
$155,141.82
Pursuant to CRS §38 38 101(4)(i), you are hereby noti-
fied that the covenants of the deed of trust have been
violated as follows: Failure to pay principal and interest
when due together with all other payments provided for
in the evidence of debt secured by the deed of trust and
other violations thereof.
THE LIEN FORECLOSED MAY NOT BE A FIRST
LIEN.
LOT 1 OF BLOCK 3 IN PIEDRA PARK SUBDIVI-
SION NO. 2A, ACCORDING TO THE PLAT THEREOF
FILED FOR RECORD JANUARY 23, 1961 AS RE-
CEPTION NO. 60166, COUNTY OF ARCHULETA,
STATE OF COLORADO.
APN #: 616108308011
Purported common address: 53 W Cedar Dr, Arbo-
les, CO 81121.
THE PROPERTY DESCRIBED HEREIN IS ALL OF
THE PROPERTY CURRENTLY ENCUMBERED BY
THE LIEN OF THE DEED OF TRUST.
NOTICE OF SALE

The current holder of the Evidence of Debt secured by
the Deed of Trust, described herein, has filed Notice of
Election and Demand for sale as provided by law and
in said Deed of Trust.
THEREFORE, Notice Is Hereby Given that | will at pub-
lic auction, at 10:00 A.M. on Thursday, 11/19/2026, at
the Archuleta County Treasurer’s Office at 305 Village
Drive. Pagosa Springs, CO 81147, sell to the highest
and best bidder for cash, the said real property and all
interest of the said Grantor(s), Grantor(s)’ heirs and
assigns therein, for the purpose of paying the indebt-
edness provided in said Evidence of Debt secured by
the Deed of Trust, plus attorneys’ fees, the expenses
of sale and other items allowed by law, and will issue
to the purchaser a Certificate of Purchase, all as pro-
vided by law.
First Publication
Last Publication 10/22/2026
Name of Publication Pagosa Springs Sun
IF THE SALE DATE IS CONTINUED TO A LATER
DATE, THE DEADLINE TO FILE A NOTICE OF IN-
TENT TO CURE BY THOSE PARTIES ENTITLED TO
CURE MAY ALSO BE EXTENDED;

9/24/2026

DATE: 07/28/2026

Elsa P. White, Public Trustee in and for the County of
Archuleta, State of Colorado

/sl Elsa P. White

By: Elsa P. White, Public Trustee

The name, address, business telephone number and
bar registration number of the attorney(s) representing
the legal holder of the indebtedness is:

Lama M Baddah #62210

Janeway Law Firm, P.C. 9540 Maroon Circle, Suite 320,
Englewood, CO 80112 (855) 263 9295

Attorney File # 26 037177

The Attorney above is acting as a debt collector and is
attempting to collect a debt. Any information provided
may be used for that purpose.

Published September 24, October 1, 8, 15, and 22,
2026, in The Pagosa Springs SUN. (313415)

DISTRICT COURT

ARCHULETA COUNTY, COLORADO

Court Address: 109 Harman Park Drive

Pagosa Springs, CO 81147

Phone Number: 970-264-8160

Attorney for Plaintiff:

Daniel L Fiedler #47916

190 Talisman Drive, Suite D-6

Pagosa Springs, CO 81147

970-507-8528

Case Number 2026CV30057

Plaintiff:

PATRICK H. DISNER

V.

Defendants:

MEADPROP UNITS, LLC, ARCHULETA COUNTY
PUBLIC TRUSTEE, PAGOSA LAKES PROPERTY
OWNERS ASSOCIATION and All Unknown Persons
Who Claim Any Interest In The Subject Matter Of This
Action,

SUMMONS BY PUBLICATION

PLAINTIFF: PATRICK H. DISNER

TO THE ABOVE-NAMED DEFENDANTS AND ALL
UNKNOWN PERSONS WHO CLAIM ANY INTEREST
IN THE SUBJECT MATTER OF THIS ACTION

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED and required to ap-
pear and defend against the claims of the Complaint to
Quiet Title Pursuant to Rule 105 filed with the Archuleta
County District Court in this action, by filing with the
clerk of this Court an Answer or other response. You are
required to file your answer or other response within 35
days after service of this summons upon you. Service
of this summons shall be complete on the last day of
publication. A copy of the Complaint may be obtained
from the clerk of the court.

If you fail to file your Answer or other response to the
Complaint in writing with 35 days after the date of the
last publication, judgment by default may be entered
against you by the Court for the relief demanded in the
Complaint without further notice.

This is an action to quiet the title of the Plaintiff in and to
the real property situate in Archuleta County, Colorado
more particular described as follows:

Subdivision: LAKEWOOD VILLAGE: Lot: 39 LWV Sec:
19 Two: 35 Rng 2W

Respectfully submitted this 15th day of September,
2026.

/s/ Daniel L. Fiedler

Daniel L. Fiedler

First publication: September 24, 2026

Last publication:

Published September 24 and October 1, 8, 15, and 22,
2026, in The Pagosa Springs SUN. (317936)

DISTRICT COURT, ARCHULETA COUNTY, COLO-
RADO

Court Address: 109 Harman Park Drive

Pagosa Springs, CO 81147

Tel.: 970.264.8160

Plaintiff:

Wyndham Vacation Resorts, Inc.

V.

Defendants:

GARY LEE HAMMAN, SURVIVNG JOINT TENANT
WITH RIGHT OF SURVIVORSHIP OF KATRINA LEE
HAMMAN, DECEASED

Case No.: 2026CV30044

Attorney for Plaintiff:

Christopher B. Conley (51651)

Eck, Conley & Richardson, PLLC

700 South 21st Street, Fort Smith, AR 72901

Tel. 479.242.5906
Email: ir@ecrlegal.com

SUMMONS BY PUBLICATION

TO THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF COLORADO
TO THE FOLLOWING DEFENDANT(S): Gary Lee
Hamman, surviving joint tenant with right of survivor-
ship of Katrina Lee Hamman, deceased

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED and required to ap-
pear and defend against the claims of the complaint filed
with the court in this action, by filing with the clerk of this
court an answer or other response. You are required
to file your answer or other response within 35 days
after the service of this summons upon you. Service of
this summons shall be complete on the day of the last
publication. A copy of the complaint may be obtained
from the clerk of the court. If you fail to file your answer
or other response to the complaint in writing within 35
days after the date of the last publication, judgment by
default may be rendered against you by the court for the
relief demanded in the complaint without further notice.
This is an in rem action of judicial foreclosure on your
timeshare interest(s) for failure to pay the Monthly Pay-
ments to Wyndham Vacation Resorts, Inc.

Published in The Pagosa Springs Sun

First Publication: September 17, 2026

Last Publication: October 15, 2026

/s/ Christopher B. Conley

Christopher B. Conley

Published September 17, 24 and October 1,8 and 15,
2026, in The Pagosa Springs SUN. (317165)

Notice is hereby given that: a proposed budget has
been submitted to the Board of Directors of Los Pinos
Fire Protection District for the ensuing year of 2027;
a copy of such proposed budget has been filed in the
office of Los Pinos Fire Protection District, where the
same is open for public inspection; such proposed bud-
get will be considered at the regular meeting of the Los
Pinos Fire Protection District to be held at 275 Browning
Ave., Ignacio, CO 81137 on December 14, 2026 at 6:00
p.m. Any interested elector of the Los Pinos Fire Protec-
tion District may inspect the proposed budget and file or
register any objections thereto at any time prior to the
final adoption of the budget.

Published October 15, 2026, in The Pagosa Springs
SUN. (319612)

NOTICE OF PUBLIC AUCTION FOR TREASURER’S
DEED

2026-003

R015798
To all current occupants, owners, parties of interest,
and to all others listed on the mailing list on file at the
Treasurer’s Office:
You are hereby notified that on September 9, 2026, the
Treasurer of Archuleta County, Colorado, sold a tax lien
on the following property at public sale to KENT TAY-
LOR (“COP HOLDER"):
LEGAL DESCRIPTION: Subdivision: ~ASPEN
SPRINGS SUB 6 Lot: 79 AS 6 Sec: 16 Twn: 34U Rng:
3W
PROPERTY ADDRESS: 137 ALLISON PLACE, PA-
GOSA SPRINGS, CO, 81147
A Certificate of Purchase was issued to the COP HOLD-
ER for unpaid property taxes for the year 2021-2025.
The property was assessed in the name of JAMES
PARKER (“PROPERTY OWNER?”).
On September 9, 2026, KENT TAYLOR (“LAWFUL
HOLDER?”), the current certificate holder, filed an Ap-
plication for a Public Auction of a Certificate of Option
for Treasurer’s Deed (COO), under C.R.S. 39-11.5-101.
NOTICE: The property will be sold at public auction to
the highest bidder at 10 am on Wednesday, December
2, 2026, the sale will include the real estate and all in-
terests held by the Lawful Holder, along with applicable
fees, costs, and legal charges. You may track the Public
Auction date on the Treasurer’s website:
The property may be redeemed at any time before the
actual public auction.
Dated: September 22, 2026
/s/ Elsa P. White
ELSA P. WHITE, TREASURER of Archuleta County,
Colorado
https://www.archuletacounty.gov/county-
government/elected-offices/treasurer/scheduled-tax-
lien-auctions/
Published October 1, 8, and 15, 2026, in The Pagosa

Springs SUN. (318591)

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Case Number 26 PR 18
Estate of Gary David Mundt Jr., Deceased
All persons having claims against the above-named
estate are required to present them to the personal
representative or to District Court of Archuleta County,
Colorado on or before January 1, 2027, or the claims
may be forever barred.
Cathleen M. Mundt, Personal Representative
314 Beaver Circle
Pagosa Springs, CO 81147
Published October 1, 8, and 15, 2026, in The Pagosa
Springs SUN. (318396)

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Estate of Kyle Davidson, Deceased
Case Number 2026 PR 00009
All persons having claims against the above named
estate are required to present them to the personal rep-
resentative or to
District Court of Archuleta, County, Colorado
on or before May 15th 2027 (date)*, or the claims may
be forever barred.
Jackson Walsh
268 Hermosa St/ PO Box 3901
Pagosa Springs, CO 81147
Published October 8, 15, and 22, 2026, in The Pagosa
Springs SUN. (319183)

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Estate of Rex Donald Vaughan
Case Number 2026 PR 30039
All persons having claims against the above-named
estate are required to present them to the personal rep-
resentative or to the District Court of Archuleta, County,
Colorado on or before February 1, 2027, or the claims
may be forever barred.
Daniel L. Fiedler, Attorney at Law
190 Talisman Drive, Suite D-6
Pagosa Springs, CO 81147
Published October 1, 8, and 15, 2026, in The Pagosa
Springs SUN. (318361)

PUBLIC NOTICE

ARCHULETA COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COM-
MISSIONERS

Notice is hereby given that the Archuleta County Board
of County Commissioners will consider adopting the
2026 Housing Action Plan during a public hearing at
its regular meeting on Tuesday, November 17, 2026,
at 1:30 p.m. The public hearing will be held in the Com-
missioners’ Meeting Room, located at 398 Lewis Street,
Pagosa Springs, CO, and will also be available virtually.
The meeting agenda and virtual access link will be
posted by Friday, November 13, on the County web-
site at www.archuletacounty.gov under the “Agendas &
Minutes” tab and on the November 17 calendar entry.
The draft Housing Action Plan is available for public re-
view on the Planning Department page of the County
website under “Archuleta County Housing Needs As-
sessment.” Questions may be directed to adminp@
archuletacounty.gov or 970-264-8300.

Published October 15, 2026, in The Pagosa Springs
SUN. (320199)

PUBLIC NOTICE
The Archuleta County Board of County Commissioners
will consider a Resolution to vacate and close public
access to Country Center Drive from North Pagosa
Blvd., Pagosa Springs, County of Archuleta, Colorado
due to public health, welfare and safety concerns.
The matter will be considered at the October 20, 2026,
Regular Board of County Commissioners’ meeting at
1:30 p.m. in the Commissioners Meeting room, located
at 398 Lewis St., Pagosa Springs, Colorado. Members
of the public are invited to attend and provide comment
or any objections regarding the proposed closure.
Published October 8 and 15, 2026, in The Pagosa
Springs SUN. (319492)

Public Notice

The Town Council will consider adopting the 2026
Housing Action Plan during a public hearing at its regu-
lar meeting scheduled for Tuesday, November 17, 2026
at 5pm. The public hearing will be conducted at Town
Hall, located at 551 Hot Springs Blvd, and is also avail-

able to attend virtually. The meeting agenda and virtual
meeting link will be posted 5 days prior to the meet-
ing date on the Towns’s website, www.pagosasprings.
co.gov, under the “meetings and agendas tab” located
at bottom of the home page. The Housing Action Plan is
posted on the Town’s website, under “What’s Happen-
ing” on the home page, and on MyPagosa.org. Ques-
tions can be directed to Jsams@pagosasprings.co.gov
or 970-585-4984. Archuleta County and the Town of
Pagosa Springs have worked with our consultants for
the last 14 months to create the Action Plan, which in-
cludes strategies for advancing local affordable housing
identified in the 2025 Housing Needs Assessment.
Published October 15, 2026, in The Pagosa Springs
SUN. (320201)

PUBLIC NOTICE
The Town of Pagosa Springs has received an applica-
tion for Annexation for property located along Mill Creek
Road (C.R. 302) also known as Archuleta County Par-
cel #570118401002 and known as the Strohecker Minor
Subdivision Lot 2B.
The applicant, Mountain Crossing, LLC, is requesting
annexation of this 0.33-acre parcel into Town boundar-
ies and for the property to be zoned Mixed-Use Corridor
(MU-C).
The stated purpose of this annexation is to meet the
requirement for Mountain Crossing Subdivision to have
secondary access from Mill Creek.
The Town Council will conduct a public hearing on the
Resolution of Intent to Annex: Tuesday, November 17,
2026 @ 5 pm and Planning Commission on Novem-
ber 24, 2026 @ 5:30 pm, to consider the annexation
petition and determine if it is in substantial compliance
with the Annexation Act, C.R.S 31-12-108.
The Public Hearings will be conducted in Town Hall Lo-
cated at 551 Hot Springs Blvd.
For more information and anyone wishing to provide
comments, please contact the Town Planning Depart-
ment at 970-585-8610 or at oodell@pagosasprings.
co.gov or attend the public hearing. Public comments
will be accepted at the public hearing.
Published October 15, 22, 29 and November 5, 2026, in
The Pagosa Springs SUN. (320268)

Request for Qualifications/Proposal: The Pagosa
Springs Sanitation General Improvement District is so-
liciting a request for qualifications and proposals from
qualified firms to provide an Owner’s Advisor during
the design & engineering, construction, and transition
to operation of a new Wastewater Treatment Facility
that is planned to be built on the Town owned Yama-
guchi South property. Details on the Request for Quali-
fications/Proposal advertisement can be found at the
Town’s website at pagosasprings.co.gov under the Bids
& RFPs section for details and instructions. Responses
are due Monday, October 19, 2026, at 5 pm.

Published October 1, 8, and 15, 2026, in The Pagosa
Springs SUN. (318436)

The Pagosa Springs Urban Renewal Authority will hold
a public hearing on Tuesday, November 3, 2026, at
5:00 p.m. at the Town Hall 551 Hot Springs Blvd to take
public comment on the proposed 2027 budget for the
Pagosa Springs Urban Renewal Authority. Copies of
the proposed budget are available for public inspection
in the office of the Town Clerk in the Town Hall.
Published October 15, 2026, in The Pagosa Springs
SUN. (319037)

The Town of Pagosa Springs has received an applica-
tion for a Density Bonus at Town Terrace, located at 262
Pagosa Street.

The proposed Density Bonus relates to a conversion of
office space to a residential unit that will be offered, and
deed restricted, at the Affordable Workforce Housing
Rate based on the State’s AMI categories. The Density
Bonus is being requested because the current property
is capped at their allowable density for the Mixed-Use
Town Center District (MU-TC).

The Planning Commission will conduct a public hearing
on Tuesday, November 27, 2026, at 5:30 pm to con-
sider the Density Bonus application and make a recom-
mendation to Town Council. Town Council will hear this
proposal on November 3, 2026, at 5:00 pm.

Public Hearings and Meetings will be conducted at 551
Hot Springs Blvd and available for remote

attendance via the Zoom meeting platform. To access
the meeting agendas and staff reports, click the round
Minutes and Agendas tab located at the bottom of
the photo on the Town’s website home page at pago-
sasprings.co.gov. You may also view the application at
mypagosa.org/proposed-development-projects.

We encourage interested parties to contact the Plan-
ning Division prior to the public hearing dates, with
any questions via phone at 970-585-8610 or email at
oodell@pagosasprings.co.gov. Written comments re-
ceived 7 days prior to the meeting or public hearing will
be forwarded to the Planning Commission and/or Town
Council for their consideration. Public comments will be
accepted at the public hearing.

Please note that your public comments submitted on
MyPagosa.org or via email will be forwarded to

the Planning Commission for their consideration.
Published October 15 and 22, 2026, in The Pagosa
Springs SUN. (320273)

PUBLIC NOTICES:
YOUR RIGHT TO KNOW

The notices you see on this page include important information from
local governmental bodies and attorneys that may be of interest to you.
These notices can include information about public hearings, property
assessments and changes in assessment, assumed names, name changes,
claims notices, public meeting dates and financial statements.

Legal advertising
Deadline: Friday noon*

Bring your legal advertisement or public notice to our offices at 457 Lewis
Street, or email to legal@pagosasun.com

*Deadlines are moved up for holiday weeks. Please check for an ad in the paper for specific dates and times.



CRIA Lecture Series to focus on “The Dating
Game: Archaeological Dating Methods’

Chimney Rock Interpretive Association

Chimney Rock Interpretive As-
sociation (CRIA) is pleased to pres-
ent a free public lecture, “The Dating
Game: Archaeological Dating Meth-
ods,” an engaging talk by Dr. John
Kappelman, on Tuesday, Oct. 27.

The lecture will take place in the
Community United Methodist
Church fellowship hall located at
434 Lewis St. The lecture will begin at
6 p.m. and will run until 7:30 p.m. The
doors will open at 5:45 p.m.

How do we know how old an an-
cient pueblo, a piece of pottery or a
roof beam really is? This fascinating
lecture explores how archaeologists
and scientists determine the age
of ancient objects, structures and

events, helping us understand what
happened, when and why.

Kappelman will introduce the
geological foundations of dating
techniques and examine a range
of scientific methods, including ra-
diometric dating, paleomagnetism,
archaeomagnetism, dendrochronol-
ogy (tree-ring dating) and cultural
seriation.

With special emphasis on South-
western Ancestral Puebloan sites
such as Chimney Rock National
Monument, Kappelman will discuss
the strengths, limitations and accu-
racy of each approach.

He will highlight key methods like
carbon dating and dendrochronology
that are essential to understanding
the region’s past.

This one-hour presentation will
conclude with a brief Q-and-A ses-
sion, offering attendees a deeper
understanding of the science behind
uncovering history.

This event is free and open to the
public. Don’t miss this opportunity
to discover how scientists piece to-
gether the timeline of the Southwest’s
ancient past.

The lecture will be offered both in
person and via Zoom. Community
members who wish to attend virtu-
ally may do so using the following
Zoom link: https://us02web.zoom.
us/j/5210476574?0mn=82575462462.

Thelecture is free to attend. Dona-
tions are accepted in lieu of an admis-
sion fee. Food goods or monetary do-
nations for the church’s food pantry

are greatly appreciated.

CRIA’s free lecture series offers
the opportunity each year for the
public and CRIA volunteers to en-
joy a speaker whose topic typically
relates to southwest archaeology,
archaeoastronomy and/or Chacoan
culture.

CRIA and the San Juan National
Forest of the U.S. Forest Service,
Department of Agriculture, are work-
ing in partnership to preserve and
develop educational opportunities
about the significant archaeological,
cultural, geological and biological
resources at Chimney Rock National
Monument.

CRIA is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit vol-
unteer association and receives no
funding from the U.S. government.

October Audubon meeting to focus on bird migration

By Jean Zirnhelt
Weminuche Audubon Society

Birds are on the move.

Summer birds are heading south
for winter homes, and waterfowl that
have spent the summer in northern
tundras will be showing up in our
lakes. Birds like the junco that raise
young in forested areas are moving
into ouryards. They are all a part of the
remarkable journeys that migratory
birds take twice a year.

We're planning a meeting about
the “Wonders of Bird Migration,”
which will include some short films
and information on resources avail-
able for you to explore.

Find out how to view information
from the amazing tools that track birds
in flight after the sun goes down.

How does the summer Bird Moni-
toring Project that Weminuche Audu-
bon conductsinlocal forests align with
studies of migratory birds? What can
you do to help birds that travel long

distances between summer breeding
areas and winter homes? We'd love to
hear what differences you have seen
this summer in our local birds.

The publicisinvited tojoin us atthe
Community United Methodist Church
on Lewis Street on Wednesday, Oct. 21.

We are a welcoming group and
always look forward to meeting new
people, both those who live here and
those passing through. We will meet
at 6 p.m. to socialize with appetizers
and snacks before the meeting starts

at 6:30 p.m.

Please enter through the side door
off the parking lot or let us know to
open the main door for handicap
entrance. In appreciation for our
meeting space, we welcome donations
of nonperishable food or cash for the
church food bank.

For those unable to attend in per-
son, a link to join the meeting on
Zoom will be posted on our website,
weminucheaudubon.org, prior to the
meeting.

Colorado Parks and Wildlife accepting statewide applications for Sportsperson’s Roundtable

Colorado Parks and Wildlife

Colorado Parks and Wildlife
(CPW) is seeking volunteers for the
Sportsperson’s Roundtable to share
insights on important wildlife man-
agement and recreation issues.

CPW depends on feedback from
hunters and anglers to make the
best decisions about managing fish,
wildlife and habitat. To discuss issues
and gather ideas, CPW convenes a
statewide Sportsperson’s Roundtable
and holds regional sportsperson
meetings.

The Sportsperson’s Roundtable
provides a forum for the hunting,
angling and trapping communities to
share information on issues related to
wildlife recreation and management

Card of
A Thanks

Longer Table

Pagosa

On behalf of CSU Extension and
our partners, we wish to thank ev-
eryone in our community who joined
neighbors, friends and family for our
first Longer Table Pagosa community
meal. Over 200 people shared a meal
and shared conversations, cultivating
adeeper connection in our incredible
community. What a joy.

in Colorado.

The Sportsperson’s Roundtable is
currently accepting applications
from sportspeople in the northwest,
northeast and southwest regions.
CPW aims to maintain a geographi-
cally diverse membership on the
Roundtable, with representation
from around the state.

Roundtable members serve two-
year terms. Responsibilities of mem-
bers include:

« Participating in a half- to full-day
in-person meeting twice a year and
occasional virtual meetings. Travel
to in-person meetings is at the mem-
ber’s expense.

o Attending regional CPW
Sportsperson’s meetings and other
meetings with hunters, anglers and

Leases

H Continued from B4

A 30-day public protest period to
receive additional public input will
close Nov. 9.

Leasing is the first step in the
process to develop federal oil and
gas resources.

Before development operations
can begin, an operator must submit
an application for permit to drill
detailing development plans. The
BLM reviews applications for per-
mits to drill, posts them for public
review, conducts an environmental
analysis, and coordinates with state

trappers in your area.

e Maintaining strong relationships
with fellow sportspeople and staying
informed about current events and
emerging issues.

« Identifying topics for discussion
atRoundtable meetings, and actively
sharing information and ideas with
Roundtable members and CPW staff
during and between meetings.

« Providing your contact informa-
tion on the CPW Roundtable
webpage and being available to
sportspersons around the state to
discuss information pertinent to the
Roundtable.

To apply, fill out the application
available online by the deadline of 5
p.m. on Nowv. 2.

Learn more about the Sportsper-

partners and stakeholders.

All parcels that are included in a
federal oiland gaslease saleinclude
appropriate stipulations to protect
important natural resources. Infor-
mation on current and upcoming
BLM leases is available through the
National Fluid Lease Sale System.
BLM lease sales are held online
through Efficient Markets.

The parcels BLM analyzed, as
well as maps and instructions on
how to submit a protest, are avail-
able on BLM’s ePlanning website at
https://bit.ly/4AyMPO1V.

Thursday wouldn’t be
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Thank you for supporting our advertisers!

son’s Roundtable and open seats on
EngageCPW: https://engagecpw.org/
sportspersons-roundtable.

WE WANT
YOUR
PHOTOS
WE’RE CELEBRATING OUR VETERANS!
We're running special photo pages in our November 6

edition for Veteran's Day to honor those who are serving,
and have served, in our nation’s military.

Please send your service picture along with your
name, branch of service, rank and hometown to:

shari@pagosasun.com or our office at
P.O. Box 9, Pagosa Springs, CO 81147

If you were in last year’s veteran’s pages, we will use
the same information unless you email to update
before October 30.

DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION:
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 30

The Pagosa Springs SUN

(970) 264-2100 e pagosasun.com
457 LEWIS STREET ¢ PO. BOX 9
PAGOSA SPRINGS, COLORADO 81147
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A year later: The San Juan River flows through Pagosa Springs at a rate of about 2,090 cubic feet per second
(cfs) the morning of Oct. 14. A year prior, on Oct. 14, 2025, the river crested at 8,560 cfs to become the third-

highest on record.

Hospital district sees rough draft of 2027 budget

By Randi Pierce
Staff Writer

The board of the Upper San Juan
Health Service District, which over-
sees Pagosa Springs Medical Center
(PSMC), heard the first draft of the
district’s 2027 budget on Thursday,
Oct. 8, with Chief Administrative Of-
ficer Ann Bruzzese offering a caveat
— “We think it will change greatly.”

Bruzzese explained that the dis-
trict has to present a draft budget,
but that multiple factors will lead the
district’s second draft of its budget to
look very different.

Bruzzese then explained some of
the main factors leading to that as-
sessment.

Bruzzese first indicated that, last
June, the state provided an oppor-
tunity to receive funds through the
Rural Health Transformation Pro-
gram (RHTP).

The RHTP, the state’s website ex-
plains, “was authorized by H.R. 1 Sec-
tion 71401 of Public Law 119-21, to
provide grants totaling $50 billion in
federal funds from Federal Fiscal Year
(FFY) 2026 through FFY 2030 ($10
billion per year) to States (territories
and Washington D.C. are excluded).
The RHTP is a five-year nationwide
initiative administered by the Centers
for Medicare and Medicaid Services
(CMS) and designed to strengthen
access, improve outcomes, expand
the workforce, accelerate innova-
tive care models, and modernize
technology-enabled services for rural
and frontier residents.

On Sept. 28, the state announced
$4,201,527 from that funding would
be directed to PSMC.

That, Bruzzese explained, is notin
the budget right now and would be
paid to the district on a reimburse-
ment basis.

She noted that the district had
signed the contract and, once the
state signed, it would be included in
the budget.

Later in the meeting, Bruzzese

noted the RHTP is a “daunting”
amount of work.

The second issue Bruzzese out-
lined is a software mappingissue that
resulted in unreliable service-level
volume and revenue data in the dis-
trict’s general ledger software.

The district is rebuilding 2026
volumes to base 2027 budget esti-
mates off of, she indicated.

She added the staffis also working
with Cerner, one of the software com-
panies, to correct the mapping errors,
with the presentation noting, “This is
not a quick fix”

In response to a question from
board member Matt Mees, Bruzz-
ese indicated the district believes
the mapping issue is not impacting
claims.

PSMC CEO Dr. Rhonda Webb
reiterated there’s no reason to think
anything has been overbilled.

Bruzzese’s budget presentation
states that, for more than a year, op-
erating room recovery has been map-
ping to cardiology, with some other
areas also seeing mapping errors.

“Since July/August 2026 there are
substantial mapping errors,” it states.

Bruzzese then explained the first
draft of the budget is based off the
gross charges that were formulated
for the 2026 budget, with some other
changes, such as changes to provider
fees, factored in.

She noted the second draft of the
budget would be completed using
accurate volumes by service, updated
targets and budgeted gross charges
based on those targets.

“It will change a lot by the second
draft,” Bruzzese reiterated.

Bruzzese then explained some
factors that are anticipated to drive
gross charge growth in 2027, includ-
ing adding telemetry to inpatient to
retain more patients; having a full-
time general surgeon with colonos-
copy capability; more primary care
providers and a full-time neurologist;
and more referrals to lab, radiology
and specialists from having addi-

tional primary care providers.

She noted that the provider fee
paymentwas reduced in the first draft
budget by a net $248,000.

She noted operating income will
also include operational grants and
other income.

In terms of expenses, Bruzzese
explained that, on Oct. 1, PSMC did
market increases for all registered
nurses and radiology technologists
toremain competitive, explaining the
goal is to cut travel nurse expenses in
half by next year.

She noted the move is already see-
ing benefits.

“We made a substantial invest-
ment in those people,” she added.

In 2027, she added, certain staff
will see a 3 percent increase in com-
pensation, with the presentation
noting that excludes employees with
an employment agreement, staffwho
received the marketincrease and staff
hired after Oct. 1.

Bruzzese explained there will be a
netincrease of four full-time equiva-
lents over the 2026 budget.

In terms of nonoperating income,
Bruzzese noted no new state or fed-
eral grant opportunities are currently
anticipated, lower interest income is
expected as cash revenues are used
and no increases in property tax rev-
enue are assumed.

She added the PSMC Foundation
raised $800,000 for the San Juan
Street EMS Station renovation in
2026 that will be transferred to
PSMC in 2027, with the Foundation’s
fundraising goal for 2027 sitting at
$300,000 for the remainder of the
project’s cost.

The initial draft budget also antici-
pates $553,000 coming from fund bal-
ance reserves to balance the budget,
with Bruzzese noting the hope is to
reduce that figure when better counts
are known.

The board’s next meeting is sched-
uled for 5 p.m. on Nov. 17 in the board
room at PSMC.

randi@pagosasun.com

Commissioners approve grant award for new
bus, hears additional grant opportunities

By Clayton Chaney
Staff Writer

Duringitsregular meeting held on
Tuesday, Oct. 6, the Archuleta County
Board of County Commissioners
(BoCC) voted unanimously to accept
a subaward agreement with the state
for funds to purchase anew gasoline-
powered bus for the county’s Trans-
portation Department.

Transportation Coordinator An-
drew Mylroie previously presented
the matter to the BoCC during a work
session held on Tuesday, Sept. 29.

See the article “Commissioners
Discuss possible bus grant, service to
Durango” from the Oct. 1 issue of The
SUN for more information.

According to the Oct. 6 meeting
agenda, the county will be award-

'

ed $204,528 with a local match of
$51,132, for a total project amount
of $255,660.

Other grants

During a work session held by the
BoCC on Oct. 6, Mylroie spoke to the
board about two more grants from the
Colorado Department of Transporta-
tion “that have been in the works for
quite a while”

He noted that both grants were
originally applied for in 2023, “and
kind of got stuck in the backlog

Mylroie first explained a grant that
would provide the county with two re-
placement propane-powered buses.

He explained that the two buses
the county would be replacing are
2017 models, one with 255,000 miles
and one with 95,000 miles.

The Blotter

He indicated that one of those
buses is currently used as a backup
bus by the department and the other
bus modelisnolongerin production.

“So, parts are very hard to find,” he
said.

Mylroie then explained the second
grant is for facilities maintenance
equipment. This grant would be for
the purchase and installation of one
40,000-pound drive-through four-post
lift, and one mechanical workstation
for servicing vehicles, he explained.

Mylroie also clarified that the
BoCChas already approved one other
propane-powered bus, which he has
yet to order.

He added that having two more
propane-powered buses would
“make our fleet a little more uniform.”

clayton@pagosasun.com

H Continued from B3

Sept. 25 — Steven Jeffrey Ashburn
II, careless driving on state land,
vehicle/vessel speeding, fines and
costs — $268.50.

Sept. 25 — Ariayana Jule Saltwa-
ter, obedience to official traffic con-
trol device, fines and costs — $170.

Sept. 25 — Kayle Dawn Wegher,
license plates-expired, fines and
costs — $155.50.

Sept. 25 — Anita M. Victorino,
speeding 10-19 over limit, fines and

costs — $233.50.

Sept. 25 — Denise Anne Telek,
speeding 20-24 over, fines and costs
— $290.

Sept. 25 — Dustin Speraw, speed-
ing 10-19 over limit, fines and costs
— $233.50.

Sept. 25 — Mike Corey Slaybaugh
II, speeding 20-24 over, fines and
costs — $290.

Sept. 29 — Joshua E. Wingfield,
speeding 5-9 over limit, fines and
costs — $127.50.

6th Judicial District Court:
Judge Justin P. Fay

Sept. 25 — Kristen Andrew Bila-
zzo, criminal mischief-under $300,
domestic violence-habitual offend-
er, two years Department of Correc-
tions, fines and costs — $1,660.52.

Oct. 1 — Justin Levi McCelvey,
vehicular homicide-DUI, vehicular
assault-DUI, 12 years Department of
Corrections, six years Department
of Corrections, fines and costs —
$9,065.06.

Business Owners:
We’re Celebrating our Veterans!

Business owners — you
can join us in saluting
those who are serving,
and have served, in our
nation’s military.

section
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On November 5, we will
publish photo pages in
The Pagosa Springs SUN
to honor those
who have served.

You can help
sponsor these
pages by
contacting your
advertising
representative

by October 30

at (970)264-2100.
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Town Council Approves 2027 Budget

The Pagosa Springs Town Council approved the 2027 annual budget on Tuesday, October 6. The budget
guides Town operations, establishes service priorities, and aligns resources with Town Council’s goals for
the coming budget year, which begins January 1, 2027.

Key updates include commercial sewer rates increasing to $81.50 per equivalent unit, while residential
rates remain unchanged at $71.25 per month. The annual workforce housing fee for short-term rentals
will increase to $1,000 to support local housing initiatives. Vacation rental licensing fees will increase to
$700, and geothermal heating rates will also be adjusted. Additional fee changes affect select Town services
and permits. Residents can review all approved fee changes, budget items, and the complete 2027 adopted
budget at pagosasprings.co.gov under the Finance section.

Trick-or-Treating at Yamaguchi Park!

Join the Town for family-friendly Halloween fun on Saturday, October 24, from noon to 2 p.m. at
Yamaguchi Park. Questions? Call 970-264-4152.

New Town Hall Hours Begin November 2

Beginning November 2, Town Hall will be open Monday through Thursday, 7:30 a.m. to 5 p.m., with
Fridays by appointment only.

The updated schedule reflects how residents use Town Hall services, with most in-person Vvisits occurring
Monday through Thursday. By adjusting hours to better align with community needs, the Town can
continue providing accessible, efficient service while offering greater scheduling flexibility for staff.

Winter Shnow Removal & Staying Connected

Winter weather is on its way! The Town of Pagosa Springs reminds residents to keep designated snow
routes clear, give snowplows plenty of room, and clear sidewalks by noon the day after a storm. Learn more
about Town plowing operations, snow routes, your responsibilities, and more at pagosasprings.co.gov.

For Town road and snow alerts, text PagosaSprings to 38276 or sign up through the Town website. For
County emergency alerts, visit local.nixle.com/register.

Upcoming Meetings & Holidays
Town Council Regular Meeting Tuesday, Oct. 20, 2026, at 5 p.m. Town Hall Council Chambers: 551
Hot Springs Blvd.

Town Council Regular Meeting Tuesday, Nov. 3, 2026, at 5 p.m. Town Hall Council Chambers: 551
Hot Springs Blvd.

pagosasprings.co.gov

View the town’s monthly e-newsletter online at
pagosasprings.co.gov/newsletter
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Photo courtesy Brian Ritterman

Mountain Alibi will provide live music for Our Savior Lutheran School’s inaugural Oktoberfest Fundraiser and
Pig Roast on Saturday, Oct. 24, from 5 to 9 p.m.

Thursday

Coyote Moon Lounge: Karaoke, 6 p.m.
The Pagosa Bar: Karaoke, 8 p.m.

Friday

Coyote Moon Lounge: Time Travelers, 7 p.m.

Saturday
Coyote Moon Lounge: Time Travelers, 7 p.m.

Sunday
Coyote Moon Lounge: Connie the Soldier, 5 p.m.
Neon Mallard: Karaoke, 7 p.m.

Monday
Coyote Moon Lounge: Chris Cody Meacham, 5 p.m.

Wednesday

Cues and Brews: Karaoke, 8 p.m.
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Saturday, Oct 24 starting at 9:30am

Horse-Drawn Ride to 4 unique coffee & brunch
stations crafted by Pagosa Roasters & Pagosa Pasty Co
Live music with Ron Lowe

$95 adults, $65 children 3-16, free under 3

Advanced Reservations at:
BuckaroosRides.com or (720) 231-5424

700 Honey Bee Place o Pagosa Springs

New Lunch
\ — MENU — /

TRY SOME OF OUR DELICIOUS

Prime Steaks
Seafood  Pastas « Subs
Wraps & Salads
Full Bar & Extensive Wine List
Homemade Key Lime Pie

éat b o Take Qub

Open Tue-Sat
11 am-9 pm

Call Today to Reserve
Our Private Gondola

970.398.2409

2151 Eagle Drive | cityhallcafe.co | 970.398.2409
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Our Savior Lutheran School to
hold Oktoberfest Pig Roast

Our Savior Lutheran School

Our Savior Lutheran School
(OSLS) is thrilled to announce the
inaugural Oktoberfest Fundraiser
and Pig Roast that will be held on
Saturday, Oct. 24, from 5 to 9 p.m.

The night is sure to be a success,
with a full pig roast, live music, open
bar, and silent and live auctions. All
funds raised will support students at
Our Savior Lutheran School.

The full pig roast will be prepared
on-site, and will also include several
sides, delicious rolls and homemade
BBQ sauce. Listen to live music
provided by Pagosa’s own Mountain
Alibi while you bid on silent auction
items and enjoy an Oktoberfest beer,
among other selections of beer and
wine throughout the evening.

The doors will open at 5 p.m. The
silentauction and music will startim-
mediately. The pig roast dinner will
be served at 6:30 p.m., and, once din-
ner is served, the silent auction will
close, so be sure to come on time to
place your bids on a variety of unique
items and experiences.

Therewill be other games through-
out the evening, giving every guest a
chance to bring something home
while supporting a worthy cause.

To buy tickets and see the items
available for both the silent and live
auction, go to OSLCpagosa.org. Tick-
ets are $50 for a single entry or $300
for a table of eight.

OSLS is a Classical and Lutheran
preschool and school offering classes
through eighth grade. OSLS seeks to
instill alove for whatis true, good and
beautiful into every student using

4 )

Come Join the Fun!

WEDNESDAYS

starting at 8 p.m.

CUES & BREWS
68 Bastille Dr., Unit 6

THURSDAYS

8 p.m.- 12 am.

PAGOSA BAR
460 Pagosa Street

SUNDAYS

7 p-m.

NEON MALLARD
157 Pagosa Street

k E1 Pagosa Springs Karaoke j

holy scriptures and the great books,
among other tools, so that they may
learn to think rightly, speak well and
admire God’s beautiful creation. Stu-
dents at OSLS are treated as human
beings with a soul who are created in
the image of God rather than cogs in
a greater machine.

OSLS does not take or receive
federal or state funding and is reliant

upon tuition and private donations.
Events such as Oktoberfest are es-
sential in helping OSLS keep tuition
costs low and also provide scholar-
ship opportunities for families.

So, ladies and gentlemen, put
on your lederhosen and dirndls
and don’t miss out on a wonderful
evening of fun supporting a worthy
cause.

BLAZE
ORANGE

BE SEEN!

dog collars « vests

%
OFF

sweaters « shirts « beanies

SAVE NOW!

See our ads on TerrysACE.com

%
OFF

MAPS &
BOOKS

Prices are as marked. All sales final on discounted items, cash and carry, no returns on sale items, discounts do not apply to sale items, sale prices may not be combined
with other discounts. Delivery and set up or installation not included. Some other exclusions may apply. Limited to stock on hand.

525 Navajo Trail Drive « 731-4022

HUNTDATA
MAPS
*29% ea,

% Show game
concentration and
land ownership
by unit

Shop www.acehardware.com for free in store pickup

Mon-Fri 7:30-6 « Sat 8-5 « Sun 9-4
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Pagosa Sidewalk Astronomers
to host Saturn-viewing event

By Dena Laterza
Pagosa Sidewalk Astronomers

For the last year and a half, Sat-
urn’s rings have been edge-on from
our perspective here on Earth. This
ring-plane crossing happens every
13 to 15 years when Earth passes
through the plane of Saturn’s razor-
thin rings.

As Saturn continues its 29.4-year
orbit around the sun, the tilt shifts
and the rings slowly come back into
view. They will reach a maximum
tilt in 2032.

Saturn’s rings are made almost
entirely of ice and dust with a bit of
rocky material. Pieces range from
microscopic grains to boulders and

house-sized chunks.

There are seven prominent sec-
tions named alphabetically, with
the largest gap, the Cassini Division,
separating the A and B rings.

Saturn has 293 moons, with the
largest being Titan, which is bigger
than the planet Mercury. Titan can be
seen through a telescope. Will we see
it?Idon’tknow. Come to our viewing
and find out.

Saturn is 784 million miles away
from Earth right now. If you can’t
make it to view Saturn through our
telescopes, look east at dusk for a
bright, slightly orange object. Saturn
is currently visible all night setting in
the west just before dawn. If you are
up early, Jupiter also becomes visible

after about 3 a.m.

The Pagosa Sidewalk Astronomers
are hosting a Saturn-viewing event
from 8:30 to 9:30 p.m. in Centennial
Park near the geothermal domes on
Friday, Oct. 16.

If you've never seen our “favorite
planet” through a telescope, stop by
and have a look. Learn what makes
Saturn a special planet in our solar
system.

We are also partnering with the
Ruby Sisson Library to bring you
Planets, Popcorn and P.J.s on Thurs-
day, Oct. 15, from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.
It will be a fun event for all ages.
Registration is required as space is
limited. Call the library at (970) 264-
22009 to register.

What to expect at the 2026 Archuleta Health Fair and Expo

Healthy Archuleta

The 2026 Archuleta Health Fair
and Expo is just about here.

Join us on Saturday, Oct. 24, for
the fourth annual health fair, offering
accessible health care resources, low-
cost preventive labs, adult vaccina-
tions, and direct access to local health
providers, engaging community
organizations and health-focused
vendors.

Held at Pagosa Springs High
School from 7 a.m. to noon, the event
aims to promote access to preven-
tive medicine, giving residents a
convenient place to prioritize their
long-term health.

Low-cost labs

Blood draws will be administered
from 7 to 10 a.m. sharp. To ensure a
smooth experience and minimize
wait times, community members are
strongly encouraged to preregister on
Healthy Archuleta’s website prior to
the event.

Preregistration allows attendees
to select their preferred lab options,
which include a Wellness Panel ($20)
covering CMP, CBC, lipid profile, Alc
and TSH; PSA testing for men ($6);
and Vitamin D levels ($16). Online
preregistration also enables you to
complete necessary paperwork in
advance and secure your lab draw
time slot.

Additionally, participants can
connect with local health care
providers and schedule follow-up
appointments to review results.
Follow-up appointments will help
participants interpret their num-
bers, answer questions and discuss

personalized steps to maintain or
improve their health.

On-site screenings and
vaccinations

We are fortunate to have expert
local, regional and statewide health
care professionals traveling to the fair
to provide valuable health checks,
including breast exams, blood pres-
sure, eye pressure, hearing and den-
tal assessments, as well as colorec-
tal cancer screening information,
among others.

The Colorado Department of Pub-
lic Health and Environment Mobile
Adult Vaccine Clinic will be on-site
and open from 8 a.m. to noon pro-
viding vaccines for adults. Vaccines
are offered at no cost to uninsured
and underinsured Coloradans, while
insured attendees can utilize covered
coverage options on-site.

In addition to all of the amazing
health benefits offered, there is also
much more. Dozens of regional ven-
dors, regional nonprofits, pediatric
resources, mental and behavioral
health support groups, and financial
health advisors will staff interactive
booths throughout the health fair.

All are welcome to attend this
health-focused community event
and take advantage of all these
amazing opportunities to improve
your health.

Register today on Healthy Archu-
leta’s website, www.foodcoalition-
4archuleta.org. As a reminder, labs
are only available between 7 and 10
a.m. Please register early to confirm
your appointment time.

There are still several volunteer

Established 1909.
The Pagosa Springs SUN

opportunities available to support
this important community event. To
volunteer, sign up on our website:
www.foodcoalition4archuleta.org/
archuleta-health-fair-and-expo.
html. Click the “Be A Volunteer”

(

PSMC Neurology
Presentation

Meet Dr. Arturo Montafio, PSMC’s new full-time neurologist,
and join us for his presentation of services he provides.
A question and answer session will follow. Light refreshments will be served.

Arturo Montano, MD

Friday, October 23rd | Noon-1pm
PSMC Board Room e 95 S. Pagosa Boulevard

First-Class Care Close To Home
970.731.3700 | 95 S. Pagosa Blvd | pagosaspringsmedicalcenter.org

K
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Saturday, October 17 from Noon to 3 pm

2,172 sq ft, 3 bed/3 bath
3 lots combined - .82 acres 85 Laurel Drive
To tour this home go to: .
pixeltreecreativellc.hd.pics/85-Laurel-Dr 5825,000 - MLS# 838992

Sunday, October 18 from Noon to 3 pm

2,044 5. ft., 2 bed/2bath
1135 Park Avenue, Unit 401 Tﬁqgul:?ﬂt.stﬁmgm
$595,000 - MLS# 837983 pixeltreecreativellc.hd.pics/1135LPark-Ave

Barbara Swindlehurst
CIPS CRS GRI SFR CNE

While the mechanical shark keeps the “Jaws” crew waiting, Roy Scheider (Scott Morehead) holds court on Barbara@MountainMeadowRealEstate.com

REALTOR’, BROKER/ OWNER
Photo courtesy Justin Treptow (:303.618.7423 - 0: 970.264.6673

Richard Nixon’s unlikely path to the presidency. It’s one more way to pass the time between takes aboard the
Orca in “The Shark Is Broken,” now being performed at the Pagosa Springs Center for the Arts. 409 Lewis Street - MountainMeadowRealEstate.info

Photo courtesy Samantha Luck
Thingamajig Theatre Company’s teen company will open “The Addams
Family” Sunday, Oct. 18, at 3 p.m., brining to life the musical comedy
about Wednesday Addams, played by Olive Fladwood.

VOTE YES FOR

PSMC EMS and Hospital

Where does PSMC's money come from to buy

new ambulances and equipment come from?

More than 90% of PSMC'’s annual revenues come from payments for medical services,
while less than 10% comes from taxes and governmental grants.

Why your YES vote is important

Pagosa Springs Medical Center is operated by the
Upper San Juan Health Service District. The ballot
question asks voters to let the District continue
keeping and using its revenues for EMS,

hospital, and outpatient care without
raising taxes. We're asking people
to vote YES on 7B on November 3 to
keep our healthcare local and strong.

PAID FOR BY THE BALLOT ISSUES COMMITTEE FOR PAGOSA MEDICAL. REGISTERED AGENT: JODI SCARPA.
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‘The Shark Is Broken’ to continue this weekend,
‘Addams’ teen musical will open Sunday

By Samantha Luck
Thingamajig Theatre Company

After a sold-out opening night,
Thingamajig Theatre Company’s “The
Shark Is Broken” continues Friday
and Saturday, Oct. 16 and 17, at 7
p.m. at the Pagosa Springs Center
for the Arts.

Audience comments following
the performances praised the acting,
staging, script and lighting. One com-
menter called the cast “the spitting
image of the original movie cast,’
while others praised the talkback
and scenery.

The play looks back at the mak-
ing of “Jaws,” when the mechanical
shark, nicknamed Bruce, repeatedly
malfunctioned during filming. The
delays left Robert Shaw, Roy Scheider
and Richard Dreyfuss waiting to-
gether aboard the Orca.

Written by Ian Shaw, Robert
Shaw’s son, and Joseph Nixon, the
comedy imagines the arguments,
jokes and moments of connection
that might have filled those hours. It
is not a retelling of the movie, but a
look at the actors behind Quint, Chief
Brody and Matt Hooper.

Directed by Laura Moore, Thing-
amajig’s production features Tim
Moore as Robert Shaw, Scott More-
head as Roy Scheider and Cameron
Vargas as Richard Dreyfuss. The play
began in England in 2019, went on
to London’s West End and Broad-
way, and received an Olivier Award
nomination.

Thingamajig’s teen company will
open “The Addams Family” Sunday,
Oct. 18, at 3 p.m.

After the success of last year’s
“Beetlejuice Jr.,” the teens will re-
turn with a musical comedy about
Wednesday Addams, played by
Olive Fladwood, who has fallen for

[ Men+ Women - (Children

HEADLINES BY CARMEN

(970) 264-2548
\ 358S. 10TH

an ordinary young man. She asks
her father, Gomez, played by Finlay
Moore, to keep the romance from
Morticia, played by Leela Simpson.
The secret becomes harder to keep

when the young man and his parents
come to dinner.

Tickets for all performances are
available at pagosacenter.org or by
calling (970) 731-SHOW (7469).
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‘WINDOW COVERINGS A

sl Cathy Justus W.E.C.P.
discounts Window Fashions (/u?[_[/z:('(/ "/)Y(g/(;ssz'()l'l(!/
FREE CORDLESS OPTION on select Graber products

FREE installation with purchase
blinds ¢ shades * verticals ¢ draperies ¢ valances

bedspreads * bed skirts ¢ pillows ¢ cushions * & more
Helping Pagosans and beyond to make

Photo courtesy Shellie Peterson

Rotary Club members will be ringing bells on World Polio Day, Saturday, Oct. 24, at City Market to inspire
local generosity in the effort to end polio worldwide. Pictured are Rotarians Pat Love and Melanie Garrett

during a previous fundraiser.

Rotary to ring bells to end polio

By Terri House
Pagosa Springs Rotary Club

On World Polio Day, Saturday, Oct.
24, members of the Rotary Club of
Pagosa Springs will be at City Market
from 10a.m. to4 p.m., ringing bells and
collecting donations as part of Rotary’s
global effort to eradicate polio.

This annual fundraiser coincides
with World Polio Day, a time when
Rotarians, health advocates and com-
munity leaders come together to rec-
ognize progress in the fight against this
crippling disease and to rally support
for the final push to end polio once
and for all.

“We're closer than ever to wiping
polio off the face of the earth, but we
can’t stop until the job is done,” said
polio committee chair Sam Pittmon.
“Polio anywhere is a threat everywhere.
The people of Archuleta County have
always been generous, and together
we can make history by helping end
only the second human disease ever
eradicated”

All donations made to the Rotary
Club’s polio efforts are matched 2-to-1
by the Bill and Melinda Gates Founda-
tion, tripling the impact. Community
members may donate in person during
Saturday’s bell-ringing event, online at
endpolio.org or by mailing a contribu-
tion made out to The Rotary Founda-
tion to the Pagosa Springs Rotary Club,
P.O.Box 685, Pagosa Springs, CO 81147.

Rotary International and its part-
ners in the Global Polio Eradication
Initiative — including the World Health
Organization, the U.S. Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention, UNICEE,
the Gates Foundation, and the Vaccine
Alliance — have worked for decades to
rid the world of polio.

Photo courtesy Shellie Peterson

On World Polio Day, Saturday, Oct. 24, members of the Rotary Club of
Pagosa Springs will be at City Market from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., ringing
bells and collecting donations as part of Rotary’s global campaign to
eradicate polio. Shown are Rotarians Jim Garrett and Larry McClintock

taking part at a previous event.

Since 1988, cases have dropped by
99.9 percent, thanks to more than $5
billion in contributions and countless
volunteer hours. Today, wild polio
remains endemic in just Pakistan and
Afghanistan.

Rotary alone has contributed more
than $2.9 billion to this effort and re-
mains committed to raising up to $50
million each year through 2029. With
the Gates Foundation’s continued 2-to-
1 match, that support can generate up
to $150 million annually for vaccines,
immunization campaigns and disease
surveillance.

There are many reasons to support
the fight to end polio now. Polio causes
paralysis and can sometimes lead to
death, and it mainly affects children
under the age of 5. While there is no
cure, the disease is entirely prevent-
able with a vaccine. Today only two
countries remain endemic, but until
polio is eradicated everywhere, every
child around the world remains at risk.

Rotary invites the people of Pagosa
Springs to take part in this global hu-
manitarian mission.

As Pittmon noted, “Every dollar,
H See Rotary on next page

\their house a home since 1986. 264-4462 )

Waiting Costs More

« 2011 voters considered a $49M bond to build a new school.

- Today, estimated project cost is $129M

« BEST grant is opportunity for $50M grant to put toward the
project cost

« Waiting has never made it cheaper. Building costs have
risen every year since, and the district's documented
repair list grows about 8 percent a year.

« ASD will reapply for BEST grant in spring 2027 and will
require a local match which is bond funding from taxpayers.

» Taxes will not increase until the BEST grant is received.

Ballots are arx:iving
in the mail

Ballots due back by Nov. 3

Ballot Issue 5A includes funding for Pagosa Peak Open
School, our public charter school, to update and equip its
facilities.

Approximately $1.7 million will be used to convert the
school’s warehouse space into learning space and replace its
aging HVAC fan coils.

Go to: CitizensforASD.org

for FACTS and INFO about this ballot measure

and be an INFORMED and EDUCATED VOTER

Paid for by Citizens for ASD, Lisa Scott, Campaign Manager
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Pumpkin
parties to offer

Bible lessons,
music and fall

fun for local
children

By Kim Lund
Child Evangelism Fellowship

Children in the community are
invited to celebrate the fall season
with two upcoming pumpkin par-
ties featuring Bible lessons, singing,
pumpkin-themed games and snacks.

These events will offer children
opportunities to enjoy fellowship,
have fun and learn about God’s word.

Organizers emphasize all leaders
have been trained and screened for
children’s safety.

The first event sponsored by Child
Evangelism Fellowship (CEF) will
be held Friday, Oct. 16, from 1:30
to 3 p.m. at Centerpoint Church in
the Fellowship Hall. The party is
open to all students in kindergarten
through fifth grade. Children will
enjoy a lesson and singing centered
on “The Gospel Pumpkin,” along with
pumpkin-themed games and snacks.

With parent permission, a
screened CEF volunteer will be
available to walk children from PPOS
to Centerpoint Church. Parents and
families with questions or who want
toregister their children may contact
Leigh at (970) 903-8091.

A second pumpkin party is
planned for Sunday, Nov. 1, from 9:30
to 10:45 a.m. at Pagosa Bible Church.
This event is open to children ages 4
through fifth grade and will also fea-
ture “The Gospel Pumpkin” lesson,
singing, pumpkin-themed games and
snacks. Parents are warmly welcome
to join their children in the sanctuary
for a hope-filled message from God’s
word, although their participation
is not required if they register their
children in advance or at drop-off.

Questions may be directed to
lindy@pagosabiblechurch.org.

Both events are designed to com-
bine seasonal fun with meaningful
opportunities for children to hear
a Bible message and enjoy time to-
gether in a welcoming environment.

Pagosa Springs Elementary
School students are encouraged to
attend CEF’s regular Good News
Club Friday at 1:15 p.m. in the school
library. If you have questions or to
register, contact Melanie at (405)
639-8053.

Rotary

M continued from previous page
every child vaccinated, and every voice
raised brings us one step closer to a
world free of polio”

For more information about Rotary
and the fight to end polio, visit Rotary.
org or endpolio.org.
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Domestic Violence Awareness
Month: Everyl KnowsSomel

By Kaylie Jackson-Hauf
Rise Above Violence

Domestic violence is often
thought of as something that hap-
pens to other people, in other places
or under circumstances far removed
from our own lives.

But the reality is much closer to
home.

It affects individuals and fami-
lies of every age, background and
circumstance, including people we
know, work alongside, care about
and interact with every day.

This is the message behind #Ev-
erylKnowsSomel, a national aware-
ness campaign reminding us that
domestic violence touches every
community, including our own.

One of the challenges in under-
standing domestic violence is rec-
ognizing that it does not always look
the way we expect it to.

Abuse is not limited to physical
violence, and the signs are not always
obvious to those on the outside. It
can involve emotional manipulation,
intimidation, financial control, isola-
tion and other behaviors intended to
establish power and control over an-

other person. Someone experiencing
abuse may appear happy, successful
or surrounded by supportive people.
We cannot always know what some-
one is experiencing simply by looking
at their life from the outside.

In smaller communities, where
familiar faces and connections are
part of everyday life, it can be espe-
cially difficult to imagine that some-
one we know might be experiencing
domestic violence. We may have
assumptions about what an abusive
relationship looks like or believe we
would recognize the signs if someone
close to us needed help. Yet many
survivors carry experiences that
remain unseen by even those who
know them best. Recognizing this
encourages us to approach others
with greater understanding and
fewer assumptions.

Understanding that domestic
violence can affect anyone is not
meant to make us question every
relationship or assume we know
what happens behind closed doors.
Rather, it invites us to consider how
our everyday words, attitudes and
actions contribute to the kind of
community we create. The way we

speak about domestic violence,
respond to someone sharing their
experience or challenge misconcep-
tions can influence whether some-
one feels comfortable reaching out
for support.

AtRise Above Violence, we recog-
nize that every survivor’s experience
is unique, and so are their needs.
Some individuals may be ready to
seek assistance, while others may
still be trying to understand their
circumstances or consider their op-
tions. Regardless of where someone
is in that process, they deserve to
be treated with dignity, respect and
compassion.

As Domestic Violence Awareness
Month continues, we hope our com-
munity remembers thatbehind every
statistic is a person whose experi-
ences matter. It may be a neighbor,
a co-worker, a friend or someone
we love.

We may never know everything
another person is facing, but we
can choose how we respond when
someone trusts us enough to share
their experience. Sometimes, that
response can make all the differ-
ence.

BECOME A MEMBER

at the Private Membership Only

Alpine Sportsman’s
Club Shooting Range

Apply for membership online at:
AlpineSportsmansClub.com
or email: AlpineSportsmansClub@gmail.com

13211 W. Hwy 160
Pagosa Springs. Co 81147
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All events listed in The PREVIEW
Calendar are free of charge unless
otherwise noted.

Thursday, Oct. 15

Ruby’s Writers Guild. 9-11 a.m., Sis-
son Library. Ruby’s Writers Guild
welcomes writers who are looking
for opportunities, support and ca-
maraderie with other writers. Mem-
bers provide support, resources
and guidance for each other.

A Day in the Life of the Ancients
Tour. 9:30 a.m., Chimney Rock
National Monument. A family-
oriented tour along the accessible
Mesa Village Trail to visit an ancient
agricultural village and learn about
daily life 1,000 years ago. Tickets
are $20 for adults and $10 for kids.
For more information and tickets,
visit www.chimneyrockco.org or call
(877) 444-6777.

Stretching and Mobility Class. 10-11
a.m., Senior Center. A stretching
and mobility class for those ages
55 and up.

Great House Tour. 10:30 a.m., Chim-
ney Rock National Monument. This
family-friendly tour goes to the top
of the mesa ridge for a 360-degree
panoramic view of the landscape
and a close-up of the two pinnacles
with stops along the way to learn
about ancient Puebloan structures.
Tickets are $20 for adults and $10
for kids. For more information and
tickets, visit www.chimneyrockco.
org or call (877) 444-6777.

‘Chimney Rock: Knowing Our
Ancient Puebloan Neighbors.’
12:30-2 p.m., Sisson Library. Chim-
ney Rock National Monument and
the Chimney Rock Interpretive As-
sociation will present this lecture
delivered by Denise Fisk and Joan
Lucariello.

End of Life Education. 1 p.m., Com-
munity United Methodist Church,
434 Lewis St.

Tai Chi. 1:30-2:30 p.m., Senior Cen-
ter. An Archuleta Senior Center
program.

Tech Time. 2-4 p.m., Sisson Library.
Taylor will answer basic questions
related to computers, smartphones,
tablets, etc., and provide assistance
with accessing any of the library’s
online resources. Bring your device
charger and passwords.

Teen Scare-ariums. 4-5 p.m., Sisson
Library. For grades 9-12/ages 14-
17. Make a spooky terrarium in time
for spooky season.

Planets, Popcorn and PJs with
Pagosa Sidewalk Astronomers.
6:30-8:30 a.m., Sisson Library. The
Pagosa Sidewalk Astronomers will
teach about dark skies, constel-
lations, planets and more. There
will also be a telescope to look at
the sky.

Friday, Oct. 16

San Juan Headwaters Forest Health
Partnership. 9-11 a.m., Archuleta
County administration building.

Good News Club. 1:15-3:15 p.m.,
Pagosa Springs Elementary School.
A weekly club for kids in kindergar-
ten through the fourth grade where
the Bible is taught with songs,
stories, object lessons, games and
more. For more information, email
melanie.jonason@att.net.

Bingo. 1:30 p.m., Senior Center.

Pumpkin Party. 1:30-3 p.m., Cen-
terpoint Church. Students in kin-
dergarten through fifth grade are
invited to enjoy a Bible lesson
and singing, along with pumpkin-
themed games and snacks. To
register, contact Leigh at (970)
903-8091. Sponsored by Child
Evangelism Fellowship.

Crafternoon: Twisting Trees. 4-5
p.m., Sisson Library. For ages 3-5
with caregivers. Head to the library
to learn how to make some spook-
ing twisting trees.

Headwaters Happy Hour. 4 p.m.,
Motel SOCO. A casual gathering
to discuss all things related to the
forest and watershed health in the
region. There wil be an informal
presentation from a topic expert
and Q-and-A.

Pagosa Springs Varsity Football. 7
p.m., Pagosa Springs High School.
Pagosa Springs High School vs.
Gunnison High School.

Thingamajig Theatre Company
Presents ‘The Shark is Broken.’
7 p.m., Pagosa Springs Center for
the Arts, 2313 Eagle Drive. For
tickets and more information, visit
pagosacenter.org or call (970) 731-
SHOW (7469).

Saturn Viewing. 8:30-9:30 p.m., Cen-
tennial Park. Join the Pagosa Side-
walk Astronomers to see Saturn’s
rings with your own eyes through
a telescope and learn what makes
Saturn special.

Saturday, Oct. 17

Pagosa Piecemakers Quilt Guild.
9:30 a.m., Pagosa Bible Church,
209 Harman Park Drive. All quil-
ters and wanna-be quilters are
welcome. Social hour is from
9:30-10:30 a.m., with the meet-
ing beginning at 10:30 a.m. For
more information on meetings and
classes, email pagosapiecemak-
ers@gmail.com.

GriefShare. 10-11:30 a.m., Center-
point Church, 2750 Cornerstone
Drive. A 13-week program to assist
with the healing process, regard-
less of how long it is since your
loved one passed. Register and
learn more at www.griefshare.org.

Puzzle Palooza. 11 a.m.-noon, Sisson
Library. Put together some puzzles
and have some family fun.

Friends of the Library Social Gath-
ering and Membership Drive.
5-7 p.m., Sisson Library. Current
Friends and those who want to join
are welcome to join the gathering
for appetizers, drinks and desserts.

Thingamajig Theatre Company
Presents ‘The Shark is Broken.’

7 p.m., Pagosa Springs Center for
the Arts, 2313 Eagle Drive. For
tickets and more information, visit
pagosacenter.org or call (970) 731-
SHOW (7469).

Sunday, Oct. 18
Thingamajig Theatre Company
H See Calendar on next page

o

r

Dr. Leo Milner, Chiropractic 970-731-9902

Fall Special |
10 OFF 5 OFF
. for new patients Eéu_fgﬁfgturnpﬁients L
!
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The Weekly Crossword by Margie E. Burke

H continued from previous page
Presents ‘The Addams Family
Musical.” 3 p.m., Pagosa Springs
Center for the Arts, 2313 Eagle
Drive. For tickets and more infor-
mation, visit pagosacenter.org or
call (970) 731-SHOW (7469).

Monday, Oct. 19

Women’s Fellowship. 9 a.m., Pope
John Paul Il Catholic Church class-
rooms, 353 S. Pagosa Blvd.

Line Dancing. 9:30-11 a.m., PLPOA
Clubhouse, 230 Port Ave. Begin-
ners meet at 9:30 a.m. and the
advance group meets at 10:15
a.m. If you haven't attended before,
please call Beverly at (970) 264-
2064 for more information.

Planned Giving Workshop for
Nonprofits. 9:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.,
Sisson Library. Registration is
$30 per person. Registration is
available at https://cfssc.fcsuite.
com/erp/donate/list/event?event_
date_id=3211, and the full se-
ries schedule is posted at https://
www.swcommunityfoundation.
org/year-end-ask-series-august-
november-2026/.

Pagosa Unplugged. 4-5 p.m., Sisson
Library. Join a community of local
musicians who play for fun and
learning. Jams are the first and third
Mondays of each month.

Conversational Spanish. 4-5 p.m.,
Sisson Library. Practice your Span-
ish conversation skills in a group
setting. No minimum skill level
required. A Sisson Library program.

DivorceCare. 6-7:30 p.m., Centerpoint
Church library, 2750 Cornerstone
Drive. DivorceCare is a program
that provides a safe environment
for persons who have gone through,
are going through or are consider-
ing going through a divorce. You
can register online or join at any
class during the 13-week session.
For more information, call Jim and
Holly Shook at (951) 733-1893 or
email jshookup@gmail.com, or the
church at (970) 731-2205 or cen-
terpointchurchpagosa@gmail.com.
There is no cost for the program.

Tuesday, Oct. 20

Coffee and Kiddos Playgroup. 10-11
a.m., Aspire Medical Services and
Education, 602 S. 8th St. For those
with kids ages birth to 3 years old.

Veterans for Veterans of Archuleta
County. 10 a.m., Pagosa Bible
Church, 209 Harman Park Drive.
Veterans and family members are
invited to share experiences with
vets of all ages. Find out about the
latest in vets benefits, vets news
and community-focused events.
Contact (970) 880-8387 for more
details.

Pagosa Springs Stitchers. 10 a.m.-
noon, Community United Methodist
Church, 434 Lewis St. Bring your
current stitching project and a
snack/drink if you wish, and enjoy
the fellowship of other stitchers. All

are welcome.

Stretching and Mobility Class.
9:45-10:45 a.m., Senior Center.
A stretching and mobility class for
those ages 55 and up.

End of Life Education. 1 p.m., Com-
munity United Methodist Church,
434 Lewis St.

Bridge. 1:15 p.m., Senior Center.

Mahjong. 1:15 p.m., Senior Center.

Rummikub. 1:15-3:45 p.m., Senior
Center.

Tween and Teen Pinch Pottery
Class. 4-5 p.m., Sisson Library. For
ages 12 and up. All materials will be
provided. Registration is required
by calling (970) 264-2209.

Men’s Fellowship. 6 p.m., Pope John
Paul Il Catholic Church classrooms,
353 S. Pagosa Blvd.

Wednesday, Oct. 21

Family Storytime. 10-11 a.m., Sisson
Library. Join us for an educational
hour of reading, singing and free
play while building early literacy
skills together. For all ages. Call
(970) 264-2209 for more informa-
tion.

Kids Kare. 9:30-11:30 a.m., Pagosa
Bible Church, 209 Harman Park
Drive. Aweekly club for 3- to 5-year-
olds where the Bible is taught with
songs, stories, object lessons,
games and more.

Bridge. 1:15 p.m., Senior Center.

Mexican Train Dominoes. 1:15p.m.,
Senior Center.

Mindful Drawing. 1:30 p.m., Senior
Center.

Spy Night. 4-5 p.m., Sisson Library.
For ages 6-10. Learn what it takes
to be a spy. Crack the codes, find
the clues and discover the mystery
that awaits you.

Pagosa Springs High School Boost-
er Club. 5:30 p.m., Pagosa Springs
High School.

Weminuche Audubon Society. 6
p.m., Community United Method-
ist Church, 434 Lewis St. Meet
at 6 p.m. to socialize before the
meeting begins at 6:30 p.m. Visit
www.weminucheaudubon.org for
a Zoom link if unable to attend in
person.

Thingamajig Theatre Company
Presents ‘The Shark is Broken.’
7 p.m., Pagosa Springs Center for
the Arts, 2313 Eagle Drive. For
tickets and more information, visit
pagosacenter.org or call (970) 731-
SHOW (7469).

Thursday, Oct. 22

Ruby’s Writers Guild. 9-11 a.m., Sis-
son Library. Ruby’s Writers Guild
welcomes writers who are looking
for opportunities, support and ca-
maraderie with other writers. Mem-
bers provide support, resources
and guidance for each other.

Stretching and Mobility Class. 10-11
a.m., Senior Center. A stretching
and mobility class for those ages
55 and up.

H See Calendar on next page

14 Petri dish filler

15 Use, as dinner
plates

16 Sweeping

17 Last book of the
Bible

19 Polite fellow

20 Future doc's
major

21 Breaks between
words, on a
page

23 Cameo shape

25 Bad-mouths

26 Communion
cups

30 Colin Firth film,
"The King's

33 1945 bombing
target

35 Follow

36 Put on a show

37 Excite joy

39 Homer
Simpson's dad

40 Passes over

43 "Be cool"

46 Shun

48 Many have
islands

49 Sheik's bevy

51 2023 flick,
"Asteroid '

52 Like a baboon's
eyes

55 Rope for animals

59 Trail activity

60 Covertly

62 Computer brand

63 Use a soapbox

64 Staph bacteria,
briefly

65 Famed loch

66 Moved
cautiously

67 Spotted
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DOWN 29 Kissing sound 47 Mazola rival
1 Lumber defect 31 High-quality 50 Subway system
2 Ripening agent cigar 52 "Rush Hour"
3 Take a bath 32 Fancy footwear actor
4 Vocalist's 34 Storage spot 53 Scalp misery
vibration 38 Deserving 54 Herbal brews
5 Pain in the brain 41 "Star Trek" 56 Employ
6 Stable staple weapons 57 Otherwise
7 Elevator man 42 Dried up 58 Tatum's father
8 Court sport 44 Chamber group 61 Polished off
9 Historical 45 Percussion
records patterns
10 Course of Answers to Previous Crossword:
treatment

11 Ali Baba's cry

12 Spill the beans

13 "Cast" anagram

18 Wrangler rivals

22 Superhero garb

24 Girl rescued by
Don Juan

26 Action film
staple

27 Some country
folk

28 Edible thistlelike
plants
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H continued from previous page

Tai Chi. 1:30-2:30 p.m., Senior Cen-
ter. An Archuleta Senior Center
program.

Tech Time. 2-4 p.m., Sisson Library.
Taylor will answer basic questions
related to computers, smartphones,
tablets, etc., and provide assistance
with accessing any of the library’s
online resources. Bring your device
charger and passwords.

Pagosa Springs Varsity Volleyball. 6
p.m., Pagosa Springs High School.
Pagosa Springs High School vs.
Alamosa.

Thingamajig Theatre Company
Presents ‘The Addams Family
Musical.” 7 p.m., Pagosa Springs
Center for the Arts, 2313 Eagle
Drive. For tickets and more infor-
mation, visit pagosacenter.org or
call (970) 731-SHOW (7469).

Friday, Oct. 23

Baby Storytime. 10-11 a.m., Sisson
Library. Join for stories, songs
and giggles. Stay and play after
storytime and connect with fellow
caregivers. Call (970) 264-2209 for
more information.

Good News Club. 1:15-3:15 p.m.,
Pagosa Springs Elementary
School. A weekly club for kids in
kindergarten through the fourth
grade where the Bible is taught
with songs, stories, object lessons,
games and more. For more infor-
mation, email melanie.jonason@
att.net.

Pagosa Peak Open School Haunted
House. 6-8 p.m., Pagosa Peak
Open School. Designed specifi-
cally with kids ages 5-11 in mind,
the tour is tailored to be fun, excit-
ing and family-friendly. The event
will also offer a variety of autumn
activities. Tickets will be available
for purchase on-site.

Saturday, Oct. 24

Archuleta Health Fair and Expo. 7
a.m.-noon, Pagosa Springs High
School. The event will offer low-cost
wellness labs, learning opportuni-
ties, a farm-to-table breakfast, a
keynote speaker and interactive
exhibits. To learn more or register,
visit www.foodcoalition4archuleta.
org/archuleta-health-fair-and-expo.
html.

GriefShare. 10-11:30 a.m., Center-
point Church, 2750 Cornerstone
Drive. A 13-week program to assist
with the healing process, regard-
less of how long it is since your
loved one passed. Register and
learn more at www.griefshare.org.

LEGO Build: Castles. 11 a.m.-noon,
Sisson Library. Bring your own
LEGOs or use the library’s. This
month’s focus is on rockets.

Pumpkin Painting Party. Noon-2
p.m., Pagosa Community Initiative.
An opportunity for families to get
creative, enjoy some fall fun and
connect. For more information, visit
pagosacommunityinitiative.org.

Trick-or-Treating. Noon-2 p.m.,
Yamaguchi Park. Hosted by the
Pagosa Springs Parks and Recre-
ation Department.

Knitters Circle. 1-3 p.m., Sisson
Library. Any type and experience
level of needleworker is welcome.

Oktoberfest Fundraiser and Pig
Roast. 5-9 p.m., Our Savior Lu-
theran School, 56 Meadows Drive.
Tickets are $50 or $300 for a table
of eight. There is an early-bird ticket
price prior to Oct. 1. Tickets can be
purchased at www.oslcpagosa.org.

Pagosa Peak Open School Haunted
House. 6-8 p.m., Pagosa Peak
Open School. Designed specifi-
cally with kids ages 5-11 in mind,
the tour is tailored to be fun, excit-
ing and family-friendly. The event
will also offer a variety of autumn
activities. Tickets will be available
for purchase on-site.

Band-O-Rama. 7 p.m., Pagosa
Springs High School auditorium.
A concert featuring school bands
and the Pagosa Springs Commu-
nity Band.

Rotary’s Jewels and Jeans Barn
Dance. 7-10 p.m., CSU Extension
building, 344 U.S. 84. The event
will feature live music, dancing,
food and friendship to benefit Ro-
tary’s programs and scholarships.
Tickets are $35 in advance or $40
at the door and may be purchased
at Tangled or Wednesday Bouquet.
The doors will open at 6:30 p.m.

Sunday, Oct. 25

Thingamajig Theatre Company
Presents ‘The Addams Family
Musical.” 3 p.m., Pagosa Springs
Center for the Arts, 2313 Eagle
Drive. For tickets and more infor-
mation, visit pagosacenter.org or
call (970) 731-SHOW (7469).

Monday, Oct. 26

Women’s Fellowship. 9 a.m., Pope
John Paul Il Catholic Church class-
rooms, 353 S. Pagosa Blvd.

Line Dancing. 9:30-11 a.m., PLPOA
Clubhouse, 230 Port Ave. Begin-
ners meet at 9:30 a.m. and the
advance group meets at 10:15
a.m. If you haven't attended before,
please call Beverly at (970) 264-
2064 for more information.

Conversational Spanish. 4-5 p.m.,
Sisson Library. Practice your Span-
ish conversation skills in a group
setting. No minimum skill level
required. A Sisson Library program.

League of Women Voters of Archu-
leta County. 5:30 p.m., Commu-
nity United Methodist Church, 434
Lewis St. Discussion will include an
overview of the Election Blue Book.

DivorceCare. 6-7:30 p.m., Center-
point Church library, 2750 Cor-
nerstone Drive. DivorceCare is
a program that provides a safe
environment for persons who have
gone through, are going through
or are considering going through a
divorce. You can register online or

join at any class during the 13-week
session. For more information,
call Jim and Holly Shook at (951)
733-1893 or email jshookup@
gmail.com, or the church at (970)
731-2205 or centerpointchurchpa-
gosa@gmail.com. There is no cost
for the program.

RENT A CAR

PAGOSA AUTO RENTS

* Local
* Nights and Weekends
* Delivery Available!

Treating
you like

family

Dr. Justin Nylund ang staff

with compassionate non-judgmental care.

66

. NEW PATIENT SPECIAL
. Cleaning

E exam, $

! x rays, &

| whitening

*Excludes scaling and root planning
periodontal disease, Boost whitening trays.

Expires October 31, 2026

The team of Black Diamond

Dr Nylund is the first dentist | have fully trusted since

having to move away from my amazing dentist back in
Reno 7 years ago. | have extreme dental anxiety and Dr
Nylund is so understanding and encouraging. He filled
a cavity for me today and even gave me a little guided
meditation through the shot. He works gently, fast and
does excellent work. | didn't feel a thing, not even the
shot! He filled a cavity for my son and had him laughing

Dental emphasizes the
importance of routine dental
care and healthy gums as part
of maintaining a healthy smile
and overall well-being.

and happy through it as well. Their front office staff and

assistants, and Sue, Brit their hygienist are all absolutely top
notch. Their insurance plan is better than any plan | have
had through other insurances as well. | cannot say enough
about how pleased we are to finally have a home dental
office where we are so well taken care of. 1 million stars!
1008008008008 08808808808 84

- Rose H.

Call today to schedule
your cleaning and exam.

970-398-2398

2363 Eagle Dr Unit A, Pagosa Springs, CO 81147

970-398-2398

www.blackdiamonddds.com

Visit pagosaautorents.com

Sy0)585-9181
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Pagosa Unitarian Universalist Fellowship
to view portions of ‘Meet the Moment'’

Pagosa Unitarian Universalist Fellowship

This Sunday, the Pagosa Unitarian
Universalist (UU) Fellowship will be
watching excerpts from “Meet The
Moment,” a program of the Unitar-
ian Universalist Association, and
discussing answers to its questions,
as we engage in the theme of “Living
the Questions” this month.

“Meet the Moment” is a frame-
work for conversation, discernment
and strategizing about how our faith
can be its most impactful in the
context of new realities for Unitar-
ian Universalism, religious life in
North America and the geopolitical
landscape.

UU leaders across the nation an-
swered three questions for Unitarian
Universalism broadly, and their an-
swers are provocative and inspiring.

What is the moment we are in?
“There are some very daunting
challenges facing our planet, our
nations, our faith. But as the great
Black American cultural critic and
philosopher James Baldwin said,
‘not everything that is faced can be
changed, butnothing can be changed
until it is faced. We are in a moment

of profound crisis ... it seems like
injustice is running rampant ... the
democracy that we have known is
under attack””

What are the most urgent needs
and important opportunities of this
moment? “What do our shared values
call us to do in response to this mo-
ment? What are we most compelled,
equipped, and/or positioned to do?
UU communities are places where
we can do this together and not on
our own.”

What do our shared values call us
to do inresponse to this moment? As
a UU congregation, we participate
in protests, postcard writing to get
out the vote, and coordinate the
Pagosa Pride event each year. After
service, we will be reviewing the bal-
lot amendments, propositions and
ballotissues, including two anti-trans
propositions.

“One of our most pressing tasks
as UUs is to claim religion loudly,
boldly, unapologetically in public,
and join together with other liberal
religions to tell a different story of
faith from the one that white Chris-
tian nationalists are telling, they have
spent decades twisting and pervert-

ing religion, poisoning people with
a theology of scarcity and fear, all for
the sake of building political power. It
is essential for us not to seed religion
to the far right” (Reference: “Meet the
Moment,” UUA.org.)

Our website, PagosaUU.org, holds
information about upcoming ser-
vices and programs. The UU Com-
munity Hub offers space for a variety
of opportunities for spiritual growth
and connection. The Tara Meditation
Group is held most Sundays from
5:30 to 6:30 p.m. Email the fellowship
to be added to the list and receive
information and notices about this
meditation practice.

Qigong practice is held at 1 p.m.
on Monday afternoons, and all are
welcome.

The Wise and Wakeful Circle
meets the second and fourth Satur-
days at 10 a.m.

The Pagosa UU Fellowship is
located in the Greenbrier Plaza,
Unit B-15, 301 N. Pagosa Blvd., on
the north side facing Pagosa Peak.
We celebrate diversity and foster a
spiritual home for those wishing to
“Make Friends, Grow in Spirit and
Do Good”

SpiritFire Inspirational Living Center
announces upcoming events

By Shayla McClure
SpiritFire Inspirational Living Center

Save the dates for the following ac-
tivities at the SpiritFire Inspirational
Living Center:

e Thursday, Oct. 15, 6 p.m.: “The
Importance of Higher Self Connection
and How It Can Change Your Perspec-
tive of Life’s Fulfillment” We will intro-
duce yourselfto your higher awareness
and wisdom through your higher self,
your direct connection to God and “all
that is” This will be with Shayla White
Eagle McClure Azriel, a higher self
coach life coach, teacher of holistic
health and wellness, and shaman of
spiritual awareness through nature
and the creator’s universal laws. This
will take place at the SpiritFire Center
at Xanadu. An $11 donation will be
collected. For more information, text
or call (970) 309-6067.

« Sunday, Oct. 18: “Activating the

Vibe Tribe” who practices Science of
Mind principles of positive thinking.

The vision of SpiritFire Inspira-
tional Living Center is to empower
each participating member to be-

come their “best self” Our mission
is to create a world that works for
everyone through self empower-
ment and awareness of the creator’s
H See Spiritfire on next page

Please check out our most recent blog on

'When Mold is a Health Concern

vs. a Maintenance Issue.’

www.mountainmendm.com/when-mold-is-a-health-concern-vs-a-maintenance-issue/

BJ Jones and Lars Schneider, owners, have spent a
combined total of over 45 years in Pagosa Springs.

DISASTER

As long-time locals, we operate with small-town
hospitality without the “Pagosa-time mentality.” Your

RESTORATION
FLOOD MITIGATION

CRAWLSPACE
INSPECTIONS/
WORK

Fire Restoration

Pineal Gland with Star Meditation”
accompanied with Himalayan sing-
ing bowls and crystals. With shaman
Scott Maki at Xanadu. A $20 dona-
tion will be collected. Limited space
is available. Contact (970) 309-6067.

time is as valuable as ours, so we operate with
punctuality.

Mountain Men Disaster Mitigation is here to service
you and your family through providing quality in our
work, and being timely and efficient.

Mold Remediation Smoke and Odor

The center also offers educational Don't forget to c_heck your crawl spaces for standing Water Extraction Structural Drying Removal
classes and workshops. water. Water mixed with the normal environments
About produced in a crawlspace is the perfect breeding Lars Schneider BJ Jones

out us ground for microbial growth. We also offer sump pump 970-946-0238 970-749-9028

The SpiritFire Inspirational Liv-
ing Center is a 501(c)(3). We are an
all-inclusive community honoring
all lifestyles, cultures and religious
paths to the Divine. We are the “Good

system installations and repairs as well as moisture
barriers. Call today for a free evaluation!

NATIONALLY LICENSED

MountainMenDM.com * mail@mountainmendm.com

INSURED

LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED
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Circle of Friends seeking sponsors
for families for Christmas

By Kimberlee Knapp
Circle of Friends

The Pagosa Springs school sys-
tems and Rise Above Violence have
identified several families in dire
need of help this Christmas.

These families are local and have
children enrolled in the local school
district.

You can lend a hand by sponsor-
ing a family. This entails providing
each child with two gifts — aneeded
giftand a “fun” gift (toy, etc.), as well
as a gift card from City Market so
the family can purchase items for
Christmas dinner. Each sponsor can
request a specific family size and will
be provided the gender, age, sizes
(shirt, shoes, pants, jacket), needs
and interests of each child. Fam-
ily names will be kept confidential.
These families range in size from four
to 10 members, and many include
small children.

Your sponsorship will keep the
Christmas spirit alive for these chil-
dren in our community.

A Pagosa Springs women’s service
group, Circle of Friends, has orga-
nized this effort for the last five years

and is now partnering with Pagosa
Community Initiative (PCI).

PClIis a nonprofit family resource
center dedicated to supporting
families, children and youth in Ar-
chuleta County. This partnership
allows Circle of Friends to reach more
families in need.

All gifts are due at Centerpoint
Church on Dec. 17 between 1 and 6
p.m. Families that have been paired
with a sponsor will be notified to
pickup their gifts Dec. 18 at the same
church.

Sponsors can join with neighbors
or co-workers and divide one needy
family between them. Monetary
donations toward gifts for a specific
family are accepted if you are unable
to shop. Your donation is tax deduct-
ible; email me and I can give you the
details. Cash donations can be made
directly at the Bank of Colorado. It is
the goal of the organization to have
all families assigned to a sponsor by
Thanksgiving Day at the latest.

This is a great way to bring true
Christmas spirit to our community
in these truly challenging economic
times.

Please consider bringing joy to a

Spiritual Experiences

Group of Pagosa Springs to
discuss ‘Finding a Spiritual
Perspective in Today’s World’

By Laurah Brock Young
Spiritual Experiences Group of Pagosa
Springs

Finding our life’s purpose can
mean different things to different
people.

Forme, I've been interested in un-
derstanding more about the spiritual
side of life and how to live it. I am
always looking for ways to maintain
a spiritual and loving perspective no
matter what goes on around me.

While it may seem like a difficult
path to follow, we have found some
tools and techniques that help us
maintain peace and calm in our
world today — tools and techniques
that anyone can follow. We'd enjoy

Spiritfire
H continued from previous page
divinity.

We welcome local talents to share

gifts, aptitudes and knowledge.
SpiritFire Inspirational Living

sharing some of them with you.

“Spirit is always with us— always
guiding, always protecting, always
bringing joy and wisdom.” — Eckan-
kar website: “Soul Adventure ebook-
let: Divine Guidance.”

Drop in for a lively discussion
on “Finding a Spiritual Perspec-
tive in Today’s World.” Please join
us on Sunday, Oct. 18 at 1 p.m. We
meet at the Pagosa Lakes Property
Owners Association Clubhouse, 230
Port Ave.

This free event is sponsored by
Eckankar, a spiritual resource for
people of all faiths and backgrounds.
Itis anindividual, creative practice to
experience our unique relationship
with the Divine.

Center events are held at Xanadu
private retreat. Obtain information
by joining us, emailing pagosacom-
munitynewthought@gmail.com or
texting/calling (970) 510-0309.

Thank you for reading The SUN

child this holiday season. Your as-
sistance will make a huge difference
to alocal family.

For more information, con-
tact Kimberlee Knapp at kimber-
leeknapp@yahoo.com.

We built our business
on Excellence &
Customer Service

Give us a call and experience the difference!

970-582-3225

We are off Piedra & Hwy. 160 next to the bank
9 Solomon Dr, Unit 1

Open Mon-Fri ¢ 8 a.m.-noon and 1-5 p.m.

Local. Knowledgeable.
Dependable & Reliable
Independently Owned and Operated
Best in Customer Service
Proven Safety Record
Over 150 Years Combined Experience

Arrowhead Propane, Inc.
970-582-3225

arrowheadpropaneco.com

Wed love to be your propane supplier!
Come, see us today.
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Photos courtesy CSU Extension

Longer Tables Pagosa Springs, part of the larger 150 Tables Across Colorado effort, is held Saturday, Oct. 10, at the CSU Extension building. The effort, celebrating Colorado’s 150th
anniversary, aims to bring people from all walks of life together to share a meal and connect.
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Photo courtesy Charles Martinez

This week’s Bird of the Week, compliments of the Weminuche Audubon
Society and Audubon Rockies, is the lesser goldfinch.

In many types of patchy, open habitats this bird is found from South
America all the way to Washington State in North America, with much of
the population in the United States living west of the Rocky Mountains.
While these small birds in North America were historically found primarily
in the southwest, they are rapidly expanding their range throughout the
Pacific Northwest. Data supplied by birdwatchers who log their observa-
tions online in eBird and Project Feeder Watch has been instrumental in
documenting this population shift.

Goldfinches are primarily seed eaters, and even nestlings are fed a
mix of moistened seeds regurgitated by their parents. They mainly eat
seeds of plants in the sunflower family. Their small size allows them to
cling to the seed heads, bending the stem and ending upside down in
the process. After prying open the outer seed covering with its bill, the
goldfinch shakes its head to loosen the husk before swallowing the seed.
They also readily come to feeders for Nyjer seeds.

Lesser goldfinches lose water quickly and need to drink frequently.
During hot temperature extremes they may risk dehydration in less than
two hours. Recent research conducted in partnership between the Cornell
Lab of Ornithology and Washington State University revealed that “rivers
emerged as crucial corridors” along with urban areas in the northward
range expansion of these birds.

Adult lesser goldfinch males are yellow below and have a glossy black
cap and white wing patches. Typically their backs may be solid black in
the eastern part of their range or dull green along the coasts. Females
and immature birds have olive backs and dull yellow undersides. They
are often found feeding in mixed flocks with other finch species, white-
crowned sparrows and western bluebirds. Contact calls between flock
members are frequent and sad sounding.

While lesser goldfinches are permanent residents in much of their
range, inland populations may move south or downslope in winter in
search of food. We see them here much more commonly in summer
than in winter. At a time when many species are struggling to thrive
under a warming climate, lesser goldfinches are seemingly adapting
better than others.

For information on events, visit www.weminucheaudubon.org and
www.facebook.com/weminucheaudubon/.

YOU MADE
THE RIGHT
CHOICE.

The Pagosa Springs SUN
264-2100

Clip 'n Save 10%

*Off of 750 ml and 175 ml bottlese

WINES & LIQUORS

Non-Sale ltems Only « Coupon not valid for beer purchases

264-2749 ILVER
East Pagosa Spings 10 DOLLAR

Mon.-Sat. Open 9 a.m. - Midnight

LIQUORS

I | Sun.Open 10a.m. - 10 pm.

No Dental Insurance?

We Have
You Covered.

Ask about the Pagosa Plan

Sleep Better.
Live Better.

Changing lives with comfortable
oral appliance therapy featuring
Somnodent Avant as a

CPAP alternative.
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All real estate advertising in this newspaper is sub-
ject to the Fair Housing act which makes it illegal to
advertise "any preference limitation or discrimination
based on race, color, religion, sex, handicap, famil-
ial status, or national origin, or an intention, to make
such preference, limitation or discrimination." Famil-
ial status includes children under the age of 18 living

The world reads. Why don’t we?

New Craft and Hobby
database marks

HUD

By Barbara Brattin Publisher's Notice

PREVIEW Columnist

I have traveled many places in
the world, some exotic, some main-
stream. Whenever I leave the U.S. I
am gratified by the deep reverence for
the written word and my profession.

It begins when the tour group
meets for the first time. We take turns
saying our name, where we are from
and what we do. A melodic sigh floats
through the room when I say I'm a
librarian. More than one guide has
confessed mine is their dream job.

As we visit the archaeological
sites, books are everywhere. Over
and over, the great leaders in history
were the ones who built libraries,
says our guide, and itis unexpectedly
common to find free libraries stocked
with beautiful art and history books
at archaeological sites from Peru to
Morocco as people share their love
for learning with fellow visitors.

The hotel lobbies in Spain hold
walls and walls of novels in every lan-
guage — take one, leave one. There is
the occasional John Grisham in Por-
tuguese, or “Harry Potter” in French,
but you are more likely to find “Silas
Marner” or “Don Quixote” in Span-
ish. The hotel lobby in Madrid must
have held several hundred books.
You would have been lucky to find 10
in English.

Why don’t we read?

I believe it's a human flaw that we
take things for granted when they are
ubiquitous and free. But I also know
how important it is to read.

Reading alleviates depression,
builds empathy and lowers the risk
of dementia. Studies show just six
minutes of reading can reduce stress
levels by up to 68 percent by distract-
ing the mind from rumination. (This
must be why I fall asleep every night
before I even get to page five.) A
30-minute session lowers heart rate
and blood pressure as effectively as
yoga or humor.

For those of you who love to read,
you already know this. Reading is a
therapy that can carry you through
the worst times of your life. It pro-
vides a window into worlds full of
promise and hope for children, and
inspires them to dream and become
the hero on the page.

As the world gets more complex
and life gets more discouraging,
turn to your library for inspiration.
Our shelves are stocked with tales
of bravery and adventure. Just a few
hours with a good book can set you
right again.

Ubiquitous and free, the publicli-
brary is a treasure just waiting for you.

Strategic planning to
begin next month

We are so thrilled to be working in
such a lovely new building. The big
question on the table now is, what
will we do here?

That’s where you come in. This
is your library. Our staff has endless

ideas on what programs and services
we can offer in all our new and ex-
panded spaces. But, are they what
you want to see?

Watch for invitations on Face-
book, on our website and in your
email over the next few weeks as we
come together to dream and plan the
next three years of library service.

Volunteer to help with
adult education programs

With our new library we are also
reimagining our adult education
program and are currently seeking
volunteers.

Are you interested in becoming
a volunteer tutor to help members
of our community get their GED
or learn ESL (English as a second
language)? The library is looking
for tutors to work with students
one-on-one for two hours a week to
help us sustain our adult education
programs. We are also taking new
students for both GED and ESL.

If you are someone who enjoys
cultural exchanges or are looking
to brush up on your Spanish, think
about joining our Intercambio pro-
gram at the Library. Intercambio con-
nects volunteers with adult English
learners through relationship-based
classes. Our curriculum, training
and ongoing support make teach-
ing easy, enjoyable and impactful.
Intercambio seeks compassionate
volunteers to help English learners
build language skills, confidence and
cross-cultural connections in person.

We do not require volunteers
to have experience before getting
involved. Our English for Speakers
of Other Languages (ESOL/ESL)
curriculum requires no prior teach-
ing or second language experience.
Empathy is required. Volunteers
should have patience, curiosity about
other cultures and a positive, learner-
centered mindset that values diverse
experiences and perspectives.

If you are interested in becoming
a tutor or a student, please email our
volunteer coordinator, Nicole Holt, at
esl@pagosalibrary.org.

Board vacancy

We have an unexpected vacancy
on our library board.

The library board establishes
library policies, oversees library fi-
nances, and advocates for the library
in the community.

Members serve three-year terms
and must be residents of Archuleta
County. The time commitment is
generally one meeting per month.

If you would like to serve, please
send a letter of interest to director@
pagosalibrary.org.

makerspace opening

To celebrate the opening of our
new makerspace, we are launching a
new database called Craft and Hobby.

Packed with videos for all ages
teaching skills like sewing, wood-
working, gardening and outdoor
photography, Craft and Hobby is
available free with your library card
online from home or on the go.

H See Library on next page

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

with parents or legal custodians, pregnant women
and people securing custody of children under 18.

This newspaper will not knowingly accept any ad-
vertising for real estate which is in violation of the
law. Our readers are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised in this newspaper are available on
an equal opportunity basis. To complain of discrimi-
nation call HUD toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. The toll-
free number for the hearing impaired is 1-800-927-
9275.

Fun By The
Numbers

Like puzzles?

Then you'll love
sudoku. This
mind-bending
puzzle will have
you hooked from

the moment you
square off, so

sharpen your
pencil and put
your sudoku
savvy 1o the test!
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Here’s How It Works:

Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine
3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each
row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row,
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will
appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

Level: intermediate
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Library

H continued from previous page

We are planning lots of hands-on
activities in the new makerspace
and will be using Craft and Hobby to
provide instruction for participants.

Take a look at the extensive cata-
log of instructional video at www.
pagosalibrary.org/how-to.

Radon detectors

available for checkout

The Colorado State library re-
cently partnered with the Colorado
Department of Public Health and
Environment to provide a limited
number of radon detectors to librar-
ies for circulation.

The Ruby Sisson Library has two
units available to check out with a
library card for a three-week loan.
Instructions are included in the kit.
Reserve one through the library cata-
log or ask at the front desk.

Hoopla e-book collection

replaces CloudLibrary

On Aug. 18, our library consor-
tium adopted Hoopla, an e-book and
e-audiobook platform that replaces
CloudLibrary. Our entire CloudLi-
brary collection has migrated to this
new Hoopla platform, so if you were
on a waitlist for a book in CloudLi-
brary, try a search for it in Hoopla.

To get started, download the
Hoopla app and register as a Ruby
Sisson patron with your library card
number.

If you are already a Hoopla user
with another library, you can add the
Ruby Sisson collection by choosing
“settings” on the bottom app menu,
then “Library Settings.”

Ifyou need a little extra help, stop
by and we’ll work with you. For ex-
tended help, our Tech Time drop-ins
are every Thursday from 2 to 4 p.m.

1,000 Books Before
Kindergarten prepares
your little one for success

As a new school year begins, you
mightbe thinking ahead to your tod-
dler’s first day of kindergarten. Will
she be prepared?

Thelibrary has a free, fun program
to give your child the head start she
needs.

1,000 Books Before Kindergarten
is an early childhood initiative that
helps inspire a love for reading and
literature while also helping our
youngest readers get exposure to
print and phonetics, and earn prizes
along the way.

The goalis not to read 1,000 differ-
entbooks before kindergarten, but to
simply read 1,000 times before they
begin their journey to expand their
knowledge. If your little one has a
favorite book that they want you to
reread to them immediately after
finishing it the first time, then that
counts as another book read.

Every 100 books is a milestone
where our young patrons can receive
a small prize or an experience at the
library. At the end of their journey,

they will receive a grand prize as
well as an invite to a celebration at
the library with all of those who have
finished their 1,000 books before
kindergarten.

Sign-up is free and easy. Enroll
today by visiting the library.

Colorado Parks Passes

for checkout

Fall is here. Have you visited a
Colorado state park this year? Colo-
rado state parks require a paid pass
to enter, but you can borrow one
from the library for a few days at no
cost to you.

Passes come with a backpackfilled
with nature guides, binoculars and
fun activities. Reserve yours today.

Note: Colorado State Park passes
are not valid for Chimney Rock Na-
tional Monument.

Meeting room
reservations

Large community meeting rooms
and smaller study rooms are now
available to reserve. Those looking
toreserve the spaces for two- or four-
hour blocks can inquire at the library
or call (970) 264-2209. A library card
or driver’s license is required. Reser-
vations can be made up to one month
in advance.

Look what’s on our new

bookshelves

For a full list of new titles and to
reserve your copy, go to www.pa-
gosalibrary.org and choose “Search
the Catalog” at the top of the screen.

Don't forget, if there is a waiting
list for the book, it may be available
now as an e-book or e-audiobook on
Hoopla or Libby.

Need help? Just ask. We love talk-
ing about books.

New in large print

e “Dead Men Don'’t Play Fetch”
by David Rosenfelt. Defense lawyer
Andy Carpenter investigates a bil-
lionaire’s murder when a homeless
veteran and his dog are accused,
despite overwhelming evidence
against them.

e “Cat on a Hot Tin Woof” by
Spencer Quinn. Chet and his human
partner, PI Bernie Little, have been
hired to find a missing person — only
the missing person is a cat, Miss Kitty,
an internet sensation.

e “The Chase” by Felix Francis.
The two hugely competitive and
high-stakes worlds of thoroughbred
horseracing and fine art come to-
gether in this new crime thriller.

New fiction

e “Mazywood” by Tananarive
Due. Filmmaker Johnny brings his
family to his grandmother’s Califor-
nia mountain lodge and uncovers a
legacy of rage and secrets from her
Hollywood career.

¢ “Song for Another Home” by
Bora Lee Reed. A powerful and ex-
pansive story of one family separated
by the Korean War.

e “Double Tap.” Vince Flynn’s
Mitch Rapp series continues, tak-
ing the young CIA operative on his
first deep-cover mission in which he
infiltrates a jihadi organization bent
on unleashing a weapon of mass
destruction.

New nonfiction

¢ “How Russia Won: Donald

Trump, Vladimir Putin, and the Fight
for America,” by journalist David
Corn, outlines how Russian President
Vladimir Putin mounted a decade-
long covert war and disinforma-
tion campaign aimed at subverting
American democracy.

e “Your Turn: How to Create a
Midlife You Love,” by NPR heath
and science correspondent Allison

Aubrey, is an “illuminating road map
for women to reclaim their reserves
of power and improve their physical
and emotional health in midlife.”

e In “Be More Bird: Life Lessons
from a Hawk,” Candida Meyrick
adopts a Harris's hawk named Sophia
and trains her to hunt, discovering
lessons about courage, freedom and
self-discovery through their bond.

Hearing
Care
for You

WHY SHOULD YOU CHOOSE AN AUDIOLOGIST?
We offer advanced testing to evaluate a full understanding of your hearing and ear
health, not just basic hearing levels. This includes detailed tone and speech testing,
middle ear and inner ear measures, and a clear explanation of results so you
receive precise, evidence-based recommendations tailored to your needs.

HEARING AIDS AND SERVICES
Hearing aids are carefully selected, fit, and programmed to match your unique
hearing profile, lifestyle, and listening goals. Ongoing services—including follow-
up visits, fine-tuning, cleanings, and repair support—help ensure your devices stay
comfortable, dependable, and performing at their best over time for you.

TINNITUS TREATMENT

A range of options are now available to reduce the impact of ringing or buzzing in
your ears so it feels less intrusive, day and night. Strategies include sound therapy,
bimodal neuromodulation, hearing aids with tinnitus features, and counseling
approaches to help your brain filter and manage noise effectively.

Call today for your consultation!

Robert Melton, AuD

Doctor of Audiology

Hearing & Tinnitus Specialist

970-444-2314
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Veterans Crisis Line
SMALL BUSINESS W O R D E A R C H free, confidential support to veterans in crisis,
as well as their family and friends 24/7/365.
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Find the words hidden vertically, horizontally, diagonally, and backwards. (970) 264-2100

WORDS

ACQUISITION
BOOTSTRAPPING
BRAND
CAPITAL
CASHFLOW
COMPLIANCE
DEMOGRAPHICS
EQUITY
FRANCHISE
FUNNEL
INVENTORY
LIABILITY
LOGISTICS
MARGIN
MODEL
NICHE
OVERHEAD
PAYROLL
PIVOT
PROPRIETORSHIP
RETENTION
REVENUE
SCALABILITY
VENDOR
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Protect yourself and others from the tlu

By Ricardo Martinez
PREVIEW Columnist

As flu season approaches, seniors
are encouraged to take extra steps to
protect themselves from getting sick.

Older adults can lower their risk
by getting a flu shot, washing their
hands often, avoiding close contact
with people who are sick, and cover-
ing coughs and sneezes.

Flu shots are available at many
local pharmacies, doctor’s offices,
health clinics and public health
departments. Seniors should con-
tact their health care provider or
local pharmacy to ask about vaccine
availability and the best time to get
vaccinated.

Staying home when you are sick
is another important way to protect
family members, friends and neigh-
bors from the flu. If you develop fever,
coughing, body aches or other flu-
like symptoms, avoid unnecessary
trips and close contact with others
until you are feeling better. Getting
plenty of rest and drinking fluids can
also help your body recover.

By getting vaccinated and stay-
ing home when sick, seniors can
help protect themselves while also
helping prevent the spread of flu
throughout the community.

Senior Conversations

The very popular Senior Conver-
sations with local Bill Salmansohn
takes place on Mondays from 1:15 to
2:15 p.m. at the Senior Center.

Salmansohn brings to the conver-
sations a variety of topics designed to
stimulate discussions within a safe
and comfortable environment as we
explore our well-being and shared
experiences.

This is a unique opportunity to
connect with others in the Archuleta
community, fostering sharing and
friendships.

Snacks will be provided.

Afterward, hosted by Robin Wil-
liams, stay for a get-together created
for those who wish to continue the
conversation. This opportunity is
typically from 2:30 to 3:30 p.m., fol-
lowing Senior Conversations. The
group occasionally reconvenes as an
informal gathering at various local
restaurants.

Stretching and mobility
classes

Community members are invited
to attend free weekly classes every
Tuesday and Thursday from 9:45 to
10:45 a.m. at the Senior Center at
451 Hot Springs Blvd., in the back of
the Ross Aragon Community Center.

The stretching and mobility class-
es for adults age 55 or better are
designed to help build balance in the
body through functional exercises
that aim to improve mobility and
flexibility.

Participants will have the oppor-
tunity to enjoy a variety of techniques
that can help enhance overall move-

ment efficiency.

Though not necessary, a mat is
recommended for this class.

The program is instructed by local
ballet dance instructor Dee Pitchon,
who will provide modifications to
ensure the safety and effectiveness
of the exercises.

American mahjong

American mahjong is played us-
ing a set of tiles and the current year
score card. Play includes groups of
three or four players and follows a
pattern of division exchange and
display of tiles.

Bring your card and come to play
or watch and learn from 1:15 to 3:45
p.m. Tuesdays at the Senior Center.

Bridge

The game of bridge is held on
Tuesdays and Wednesdays at 1:15
p.m.

Bridge is a four-player card game
with partners sitting opposite each
other around a table. It is a trick-
taking card game using a standard
52-card deck. Come alone or bring
a partner.

Hand and foot card game

Whether you are new to hand and
foot or interested in learning, please
join us most Tuesdays at 1:15 p.m. at
the Senior Center.

This card game involves four
rounds of play, with the final round
reached sometime between two and
three hours later. Plan to stay and
meet some new friends or catch up
with those you have missed.

No experience is necessary, so
come willing to learn.

Rummikub

Come check out Rummikub on
Tuesdays from 1:15to 3:45 p.m. Itisa
tile-based game for two to four play-
ers, combining elements of the card
game rummy and mahjong.

Emotional freedom

On the second Thursday of the
month from 1:30 to 2:30 p.m., join the
“Tappers,” who practice a self-regu-
lation technique to relieve symptoms
of anxiety, depression, insomnia and
more.

Everything you need to get started
is included in this fun, engaging,
supportive class taught by Judith
Newman, LPC.

Mindful drawing
Mindful drawing is an easy-to-
learn, relaxing and fun way to cre-
ate beautiful images by drawing
structured patterns. Join our friendly
instructor, Roberta Strickland.
Classes are every Wednesday from

1:30 to 3 p.m. in the Senior Center.

This activity is open to all ages.
Help us create an intergenerational
community. For those under 18 and/
or with disabilities, you are welcome
to join us, but we kindly ask you to
please bring an adult chaperone
with you.

Mexican train dominoes

Mexican train dominoes meets
on Wednesdays at 1:15 p.m. at the
Senior Center.

Tai chi

Tai Chi classes are held again now
at the Senior Center on Thursdays

from 1:30 to 2:30 p.m.

Tai chi is not a martial art, but
rather a tool for self-healing. Soft-
ness, flow and effortlessness are the
guiding principles in this meditative
practice. The 19 movements and
one pose are designed to stimulate,
H See Senior on page 23

vulnerable.

huffingtonpost.com

A FEW GREAT REASONS HELPING
OTHERS BENEFITS YOUR OWN HEALTH

Doing good feels good. And “[doing] the
neighborly thing on a regular basis and,
studies suggest, you may live longer.

There’s only one caveat: “You have to
genuinely care,” says Stephanie Brown,
Ph.D., associate professor of preventive
medicine at Stony Brook University in
New York.” Understand some of the
science related to doing good in today’s
excerpt.

“We consistently find that volunteering
and helping behavior is associated
with a reduced risk of mortality,” says
Brown.

“We see this over and over again in prospective studies that control for other variables, such as
baseline health and gender.” For example, a study in Detroit looked at 423 married couples over
age 65. They were asked if they helped anyone other than each other in the previous year with
transportation, errands, shopping, housework, childcare or other tasks. Those who did were about
half as likely to die over the next five years than those who didn’t.

“Now,” says Brown, “we need to find out why and how.” She and fellow researchers have already
uncovered a few clues. To help someone you don’t know, you have to overcome the natural impulse
to avoid risk. Every time you help a stranger, you are reaching out a little, and that can make you feel

The theory is that to overcome those fears, your body releases a hormone called oxytocin, which
helps you buffer stress while increasing social trust and tranquility. This “compassion hormone,” it
turns out, is very good for your body. “You are limiting exposure to stress hormones like cortisol,”
says Brown. “That may be one reason why helping behavior is related to longevity.”

Source: “19 Healthy Reasons To Help Others.” By 19 Healthy Reasons To Help Others. http://www.

Bonus Tip: Visit http://www.AmazingFacts.org for spiritual refreshment every week!

“Give, and it shall be given unto you; good measure, pressed down, and shaken together, and running
over, shall men give into your bosom. For with the same measure that ye mete withal it shall be
measured to you again.” Luke 6:38, K]V

A public service from your Adventist friends & neighbors at Pagosa Springs Seventh Day Adventist Church.
Disclaimer: This and all our Nature’s Remedies are for health information purposes only. The Seventh Day Adventist Church is not responsible for results.

A PROTESTANT DENOMINATION

40 Oren Road « 970-731-1005
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Senior

H continued from previous page

circulate and balance the vital energy
that is inherent in all of us.

Bingo

Join us for bingo on Oct. 16, Oct.
30, Nov. 13 and Dec. 11 from 1:30 to
2:30 p.m.

Participation is free, and all we ask
is you bring yourself and a friend for
an hour of joyful fellowship. We will
provide prizes for all winners, and
snacks will also be provided.

No RSVPisrequired; just show up.

All ages are welcome, but we ask
those 18 and younger to come with
an adult chaperone. Seats are first
come, first served.

Scrapbooking and
crafters club

The Pagosa Springs Scrapbooking
and Crafters Club continues to hold
monthly meetings the second Satur-
day of each month from 10 a.m. to 3
p-m. at the Community Center, 451
Hot Springs Blvd., within the dining
hall in the Senior Center.

This creative tradition has been
happening since 2005, and we invite
all creative individuals to come and
share ideas, connect with new and
old friends, learn/share creative tech-
niques, share supplies and indulge
in a potluck lunch together. Bring
your scrapbooking projects — or any
crafting project that you may want to
work on with the group.

Help us create an intergenera-
tional community. Those ages 18
and older are welcome. For those
youth age 17 and younger, we kindly
request an adult chaperone accom-
pany them.

If you would like to be added to
the mailing list, please send your re-
quest to copenhavercreative@gmail.
com and you will receive a notifica-
tion each month of the upcoming
meeting, along with handy tips and
tricks for scrapbooking and more.

Share lunch Monday
through Friday

Join local elders, their friends,
family and community at the Com-
munity Cafe, also known as the Silver
Fox’s Den, in person for delicious
meals Mondays through Fridays at
the Community Center between 11
a.m. and 1 p.m. Grab ‘N’ Go pickup
via our convenient portico is also
available all week.

To reserve your meal for the day,
please make your reservation via
text or phone call to (970) 264-2167
by 8:45 a.m. weekdays. Please say
whether it is dine-in or Grab ‘N’ Go.

Our dining hall is open to all ages
and welcomes you all with kindness
and warmth. We provide hot/cold
meals for anyone in the community
interested in a nutritious and deli-
cious meal. For those 60 or older we
request a suggested donation of $6,
butno one will be turned away. There
is a $10.50 charge for guests under
the age of 60.

Meals include a main course, side

dish, fruit/dessert, garden salad plus
beverage.

Community Cafe menu

Call or text (970) 264-2167 before
8:45 a.m. Please note that occasion-
ally the menu must be changed on
short notice.

Thursday, Oct. 15 — Chicken and
mushroom crepes, peas and pearl
onions, garden salad, fruit, vanilla
yogurt, and milk.

Friday, Oct. 16 — Zuppa Toscana
soup with Italian sausage and kale,
focaccia bread, garden salad, fruit,
mini angel food cake, and milk.

Monday, Oct. 19 — Pasta primav-
era with Alfredo sauce, garlic bread,
garden salad, fruit, cottage cheese
and milk.

Tuesday, Oct. 20 — Pork tender-
loin with blackberry sauce, potato
medley, garden salad, fruit, bread
pudding with rum sauce, and milk.

Wednesday, Oct. 21 — Chicken
tacos, refried beans, Spanish rice,
garden salad, fruit, lemon bar and
milk.

Thursday, Oct. 22 — Cod with
tartar sauce, broccoli hollandaise,
garden salad, fruit, banana bread
and milk.

Friday, Oct. 23 — Philly chees-
esteak on hoagie roll, cheesy cauli-
flower, garden salad, fruit, tapioca
pudding and milk.

Meals on Wheels

We deliver fresh Meals on Wheels
five days a week (and provide frozen
Meals on Wheels for weekends) to
homebound Archuleta County resi-
dents. The meals are delivered by our
wonderful volunteers. Call or text us
at (970) 264-2167 for how to sign up
for the program.

Text reservations

Don'’t forget that we offer a con-
venient texting service for you to
communicate with us. Text us at
(970) 264-2167. When texting, please
include your name, phone number
and the days you want a meal. If you
are canceling a reservation, please
include your name, phone number
and the days you want to cancel.

Mountain Express
Transit senior paratransit
services

Seniors over the age of 60 can be
verified to receive services through
discounted paratransit services, free
bus rides and pick up at your home
to bring you to the Senior Center for
lunch. To become eligible, there is a
form to complete.

Older adults needing a ride to
a local food pantry can contact the
Mountain Express Transit (MET) to
schedule a ride with its paratransit
service.

Call the Archuleta County MET at
(970) 264-2250 for information.

Medicare assistance by
appointment

For anyone who needs help en-
rolling and navigating Medicare
plans, the San Juan Basin Area Agen-
cyon Aging helps with parts A, B and
D. They can also help you with fraud
concerns and troubleshooting any
billing issues you may be having. By
appointment only. Please call the
Medicare line at (970) 403-6759 for
an appointment and where to meet.

Board vacancies

The ASI Board of Directors has
positions open. Terms are three
years with an option to renew for an
additional term.

Potential candidates should be
at least 21 years of age or older and
must have a passion for adult and
aging services.

Please stop by our offices at 451
Hot Springs Blvd. to pick up an ap-
plication or call (970) 264-2167 for
more information.

Support the Senior
Center

Starting in 2026, small donations
can be deducted without itemizing
your tax return. It is the Permanent
Universal Charitable Deduction.

Here’s what this means: For tax
years beginning after Dec. 31, 2025,
those who do notitemize can deduct
up to $1,000 for individual tax filing
and $2,000 for married couples filing
jointly.

The goal of this provision is to
recognize and encourage charitable
giving across all income levels, po-
tentially boosting donations from
middle-income households who
may not itemize their deductions.
This change has the potential to sig-
nificantly impact charitable giving
patterns by incentivizing a broader
base of donors.

You may mail your donation to
ASI, P.O. Box 3444, Pagosa Springs,
CO 81147, or please visit our web-
site: www.psseniors.org/ (donation
button).

Donation checks can be written
to: Archuleta Seniors Inc.

Another way to donate: Are you
70.5years old or better? Do you have
an IRA from which you need to take a
distribution? Did you know you can
make charitable donations directly
from your IRA without paying taxes
on the distribution, up to $100,000
per year? The donation from the ac-
count would be payable to ASI and
sentto P.O. Box 3444, Pagosa Springs,
CO 81147. This gift option is called
the IRA charitable rollover or quali-
fied charitable distribution.

Shop the SUN classifieds.

Water Heater Solutions, LLC

Floyd Vail, owner
Licensed and Insured

Certified
Warranty
Repair

The only Company with
all the Navien Certifications
and full inventory of repair parts for

water heaters, boilers
and water treatment

Installation & Service

SERVING PAGOSA SPRINGS
and surrounding area

24/7 SAME DAY SERVICE

970-585-6513

Call today to learn more

WE WANT
YOUR
PHOTOS
WE’RE CELEBRATING OUR VETERANS!
We're running special photo pages in our November 6

edition for Veteran’s Day to honor those who are serving,
and have served, in our nation’s military.

Please send your service picture along with your
name, branch of service, rank and hometown to:

shari@pagosasun.com or our office at
P.O. Box 9, Pagosa Springs, CO 81147

If you were in last year’s veteran’s pages, we will use
the same information unless you email to update
before October 30.

DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION:
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 30

The Pagosa Springs SUN

(970) 264-2100 e pagosasun.com
457 LEWIS STREET ¢ PO. BOX9
PAGOSA SPRINGS, COLORADO 81147
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Wearing something different

By Betty Slade
PREVIEW Columnist

The family called hospice. It was
the right choice to make. We have
always been of the opinion that we
would reach out at the very end.
Those who have been in the same
place that we are in said, “Call and
understand your options. We wished
we would have made that deci-
sion earlier. Yesterday wasn’t soon
enough”

This week we’ve had nurses and
case workers come in and tell us what
they can do along the way to help in
the next transition. No hurry; if it’s
three months or a year, we will be
better prepared. No deadlines. They
will monitor as we go.

Living 12 miles out of town, the
most comforting news is if my Sweet
Al fell, we have their number and
one of three nurses are on call 24/7.
They will be here to take care of the
situation. No more taking him to the
doctor or hospital, nurses will be by
to check on him every week. Theywill
deliver his prescriptions.

AsT'vetold others that they should
look into hospice, they weren’t sold
on the idea. No one wants to think
they are hurrying their loved ones
away. Talking about it feels like we are
hastening the time. We're just trying
to be smart.

Aland Ihave been on this journey
and in this relationship for more than
60 years. As the Lord has opened my
eyes to thereality of where we are and
where we are going, we are OK with
the next step.

We didn’t chase money or fame.
We pursued the Christian life and
raised our family in that light. In
that, we have riches of great worth,
which can’t be counted by dollars
and cents.

Al and I made certain choices
and committed to them when we
were young. We are now coming
into another life changing situa-
tion, and we are seeing the fruition
of our choices. Every day there is
more sight into the spiritual world
around us and in us.

Someone asked me how I was go-
ingto handle the change since Aland
I have been together all these years.
I would hope that my faith is strong
enough to give me the substance I
need to continue. I've carried a very
large megaphone all these years
telling others about Jesus. Now the
rubber is hitting the road. Al will be
taking off what he’s worn and putting
on new clothes.

This morning I received these
words from Natalie Olsen, who has
read my writings and reminded me
that we change into different clothes
along the way. Once in big flowery
long skirt, a denim shirt with rolled-
up-sleeves, a gigantic floppy hat and
an extra-large canvas bag for all my
art supplies, I looked like an artist. I
was an artist.

I wore oil paint under my finger-

Artist’s

Lane

nails and big costume jewelry around
my neck. Iroared, “I'm an artist, hear
myideas.” I sucked up the room with
all my brilliant creations. Art galler-
ies, museums and art supply stores
were my haunts.

Later in life, I became a subdued
writer, wore comfortable shoes and
looked like an old-maid librarian. I
dropped the jewelry and wore gray
and black. Slung over my shoulder
was a slender book bag with my lat-
est released book for book signings,
ready for writers’ conferences.

Then came the computer age,
internet, websites, social media,
Amazon. A new world opened to me.
Zoom meetings, a writers’ group and
the “Artist’s Lane” column became
my best friends. This is where I con-
nected with all of you.

You have reached out and en-
couraged me, sought me to share
time and have a cup of coffee. You
supported me, read my articles
even when I disclaimed my writing
skills. Pagosa grew up with me and,
for the past 18 years as I learned to
write, I've metyou every week in the
newspaper.

Natalie continued to write, “I
recently spent time on your website
and with your latest release, and I
have to say, the way you describe
your journey stopped me. You
spent forty-five years as an artist
before starting a column called
The Artist’s Lane in the Pagosa SUN
Newspaper at age sixty-five. Then at
seventy, you wrote your first book
and published it. You fell in love
with writing.

“You shared a beautiful Spanish
proverb, ‘Cada cabeza es un mundo,
in every head is a world. You and your
best friend put your heads together
and accomplished more than you
thought possible over thirty years.
You also said that the risk of keep-
ing the lid on is more painful than
to throw off the encumbrances and
let the world see the flaws and your
heart. That is not just a bio”

Alsaid thisweek, “I don’t think I'll
make it.” When the nurse asked him
if he knew what year it was, he said,
“In the Year of our Lord, it’s 4004 I
giggled. She said, “Close enough.”

He has worked to stay alive. He
haslostweight, down to 133 pounds,
struggling to keep food down. He
turned over the keys to the car.

Final brushstroke: He will be
wearing something different, but
hopefully not too soon. Throughitall,
there is a world in each head. We've
lived in our world and made choices.
We have enjoyed this life and lived it
with all the gusto we could muster up.
My sweet Al has been faithful. We've

traveled these dirt country roads
together, hopefully with more faith,
insight and wisdom. All we know is
to continue on.

Trinity Anglican Church

Jesus says, “The Kingdom of heaven is like..”
and goes on to tell about a king who puts on a
wedding for his son, sends out invitations.
No one comes! What then?

author@gmail.com.

represent those of The SUN.

Send your comment to bettyslade. To be revealed this Sunday. Come join us!

Views expressed do not necessarily Holy Communion, Sundays @ 10am.

246 Harman Park Dr. « trinityanglicanchurch.org
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Town Council Approves 2027 Budget

The Pagosa Springs Town Council approved the 2027 annual budget on Tuesday, October 6. The budget
guides Town operations, establishes service priorities, and aligns resources with Town Council’s goals for
the coming budget year, which begins January 1, 2027.

Key updates include commercial sewer rates increasing to $81.50 per equivalent unit, while residential
rates remain unchanged at $71.25 per month. The annual workforce housing fee for short-term rentals
will increase to $1,000 to support local housing initiatives. Vacation rental licensing fees will increase to
$700, and geothermal heating rates will also be adjusted. Additional fee changes affect select Town services
and permits. Residents can review all approved fee changes, budget items, and the complete 2027 adopted
budget at pagosasprings.co.gov under the Finance section.

Trick-or-Treating at Yamaguchi Park!

Join the Town for family-friendly Halloween fun on Saturday, October 24, from noon to 2 p.m. at
Yamaguchi Park. Questions? Call 970-264-4152.

New Town Hall Hours Begin November 2

Beginning November 2, Town Hall will be open Monday through Thursday, 7:30 a.m. to 5 p.m., with
Fridays by appointment only.

The updated schedule reflects how residents use Town Hall services, with most in-person visits occurring
Monday through Thursday. By adjusting hours to better align with community needs, the Town can
continue providing accessible, efficient service while offering greater scheduling flexibility for staff.

Winter Show Removal & Staying Connected

Winter weather is on its way! The Town of Pagosa Springs reminds residents to keep designated snow
routes clear, give snowplows plenty of room, and clear sidewalks by noon the day after a storm. Learn more
about Town plowing operations, snow routes, your responsibilities, and more at pagosasprings.co.gov.

For Town road and snow alerts, text PagosaSprings to 38276 or sign up through the Town website. For
County emergency alerts, visit local.nixle.com/register.

Upcoming Meetings & Holidays
Town Council Regular Meeting Tuesday, Oct. 20, 2026, at 5 p.m. Town Hall Council Chambers: 551
Hot Springs Blvd.

Town Council Regular Meeting Tuesday, Nov. 3, 2026, at 5 p.m. Town Hall Council Chambers: 551
Hot Springs Blvd.

pagosasprings.co.gov

View the town’s monthly e-newsletter online at
pagosasprings.co.gov/newsletter
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Extending our growing season

By Cindi Galabota
PREVIEW Columnist

Here in the southwest, September
into October is typically warm and
sunny with plenty of T-shirt weather
days ahead.

This makes it difficult to know
just when to quit managing noxious
weeds for the current season and to
take a well-deserved rest.

The life cycle of the target species
matters, with annuals having already
gone to seed, but perennials, bienni-
alsare and winter annuals gearing up
for winter and herbicide applications
from now until the first hard frost are
effective.

Herbicides are best used when
temperatures are warm and plants
are actively metabolizing, this range
is usually 40-85 degrees Fahrenheit.
If fall temperatures are not expected
to exceed 40 degrees, it’s best not to
waste your time and money. After a
hard frost, when temperatures drop
below 28 degrees Fahrenheit for four
hours, the growing season is over.

Some weeds may be more resis-
tant to cold temperatures, but you
may be wasting herbicide on a plant
that is entering dormancy. Instead,
spade out any rosettes of biennial

Extension

Viewpoints

species and seedlings of winter an-
nuals. For any plant with blooms,
you can clip the seed heads off and
bag them to prevent seed dispersal.
Prior to season-ending tempera-
tures and weather, some plants may
be shutting down for the season
already. It may be tempting to get out
one more time and get a final treat-
ment, but do a quick evaluation of
the target species first. If more than
40 percent of a planthas begun to turn
yellow, then the herbicide won't be
absorbed effectively. If this is the case,
you can survey the area for new ger-
mination and seedlings that will likely
stay green until the weather shifts in
an attempt to build a strong enough
root system to survive the winter.
You can also hang the hatup when
you have reached your management
goals; it doesn’t need to be total
eradication. Noxious weed control
is a marathon, not a sprint. If your
goal was to treat half of your prop-

How time outdoors can
benefit mental health

Special to The PREVIEW

Nature beckons billions of people to
get outside every day. Natural settings
are not called “the great outdoors” for
nothing, and nature enthusiasts may
insist there’s nothing better than a day
in the elements.

Such a sentiment may be more ac-
curate than the most ardent outdoors-
man realizes.

In fact, the American Psychologi-
cal Association notes that extensive
research supports the notion that
nature provides myriad physical and
psychological benefits.

o Nature can help with attention.
A 2019 study published in the journal
Current Directions in Psychological
Science found that exposure to natu-
ral environments improves working
memory, cognitive flexibility and at-
tentional control. On the flip side, the
study found that exposure to urban
environments can be linked to atten-
tion deficits. Such findings echo con-
clusions from an experimental study
conducted in 2015 by researchers in
Australia. That study engaged students
in a dull task to compromise their
attention. Midway through the task,
which involved pressing a computer
key when certain numbers flashed on
a screen, some students were asked to
look out at a flowering green while oth-
ers were directed to gaze ata concrete
rooftop. Students who looked at the
green made notably fewer mistakes

with the computer screen task than
those who looked at the concrete
rooftop.

¢ Nature can increase happiness.
Some findings suggest time spent in
nature also can lead to increases in
happiness. A 2019 study published in
the journal Science Advances found
that contact with nature is associated
with increases in happiness and sub-
jective well-being. The researchers
also found that contact with nature is
associated with an increased sense of
meaning and purpose in life.

o Time outdoors may lower chil-
dren’s risk for mental health disorders
later in life. Researchers in Denmark
used satellite data to assess more
than 900,000 individuals born be-
tween 1985 and 2003. The research-
ers discovered that children who
lived in neighborhoods with more
green space had a lower risk of vari-
ous psychiatric disorders later in life.
Risk for depression, mood disorders,
schizophrenia, eating disorders and
substance use disorder were found
to belower among children who grew
up with greater access to green space
than children who had the lowest
levels of green space exposure.

Few things might be more welcom-
ing than the great outdoors, particu-
larly when the weather is warm. Tak-
ing advantage of access to nature can
pay some surprising dividends that
even the mostseasoned outdoorsman
might not be aware of.

erty this year or to prevent any plant
from flowering and all that's left are
rosettes, then call it a day and move
onto another project like reseeding
and establishing native vegetation
— or maybe wax your skis and hope
for an early winter.

Archuleta County Weed and Pest
is your local resource for managing
noxious weed populations and con-
trolling other pests.

Email list

Do you want to be added to our
email distribution list to learn about
upcoming programs and the latest
resources? Email cindi.galabota@
colostate.edu to be added to our list.

Or, to learn more about the many
programs, resources and services of-
fered by CSU Extension, visit https://
extension.colostate.edu.

CPR and first aid classes

CPR and first aid certification
classes are offered every other month
atthe CSU Extension building, gener-
ally on the third Monday and Wednes-
day from 6 to 10 p.m. The cost for the
classes is $80 for combined CPR/first
aid and $55 for CPR, first aid or recer-
tification. Call the Extension office at
(970) 264-5931 to register.

Check out the online option on
our website, archuleta.extension.
colostate.edu.

Favored by locals

for over 28 years

Representing leading brands of tile, natural stone, carpeting, waterproof
LVT & prefinished hardwoods, plus Custom setting materials.

Reasonable prices, knowledgeable staff & excellent customer service.

The Tile & Carpet Store

204 Bastille Drive

\ 970-731-5282 « thetileandcarpetstorepagosa.com y

Safe2Tell Colorado
(877) 542-7233

Anonymously report anything that concerns or threatens
you, your friends, your family or your community.
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Colorado health
insurance shoppers
get an early look at
2027 plans and prices

Connect for Health Colorado

Colorado’s official health insur-
ance marketplace is giving customers
an earlylook at 2027 health insurance
plans, offering more time for people
to compare coverage and costs before
the annual open enrollment period
begins.

Connect for Health Colorado’s
“Estimate & Explore” tool offers
personalized recommendations
and side-by-side plan comparisons
to help customers understand their
coverage options. Customers can
preview and compare 2027 plans
now so they are prepared when open
enrollment begins on Nov. 1.

Colorado has taken significant
steps to keep coverage costs below
what customers might otherwise
face. Even so, affordability remains
areal concern for many Coloradans,
making it especially important to
compare plans and understand the
financial help that may be available.

The Colorado Division of Insur-
ance announced last month health
insurance premiums will rise on
average 10 percent for customers on
the individual market.

The division’s release of final 2027
rates allowed Connect for Health
Colorado to load updated plan and
cost information into the “Estimate
& Explore” tool earlier than usual.
Connect for Health Colorado does
not set health insurance rates.

“Choosing health insurance is
an important financial decision,
and we want Coloradans to have as
much time as possible to explore
their options,” said Kevin Patterson,
CEO of Connect for Health Colorado.
“By making 2027 plan information
available now, customers have more
time to look closely at their cover-
age and costs, ask questions and get
help from an expert before it’s time
to enroll”

The extra time may be especially
valuable this year. Connect for Health
Colorado’s data shows that lower-
cost 2027 plans are available to many
customers who receive financial
help. About 60 percent could find a
plan for $10 or less per month, and

3 out of 4 could find a plan for $75
or less per month if they shop and
compare.

Customers can use the “Estimate
& Explore” tool to compare monthly
premiums, deductibles, provider
networks, prescription drug cover-
age and other costs, and consider
whether or not their current plan still
meets their needs and budget.

“Our message to Coloradans is
simple: Take advantage of this time,’
Patterson said. “Compare your op-
tions, consider how your health care
needs may have changed, and get
help from an expertifyouneed it. You
don’t have to make a decision today,
butyou can prepare and be ready on
Nov. 1 when it’s time to enroll”

Connect for Health Colorado’s
free network of certified assisters and
health insurance brokers can help
customers make informed decisions
about their health coverage. Experts
are located throughout Colorado
and speak more than 22 languages.
They can help Coloradans apply for
free, and there’s no obligation to buy
a plan when contacting an expert.

Open enrollment for plan year
2027 runs from Novw. 1, 2026, through
Jan. 15, 2027. Customers who enroll
by Dec. 15 will have coverage begin-
ning Jan. 1, 2027. Customers who
enroll between Dec. 16 and Jan. 15,
2027, will have coverage beginning
Feb. 1, 2027.

Coloradans can use the “Estimate
& Explore” tool now, find free expert
help on Connect for Health Colo-
rado’s website, or call (855) 752-6749
if they have questions.

About Connect for Health
Colorado

Connect for Health Colorado is
the state’s official health insurance
marketplace.

Its mission is to increase access,
affordability and choice for indi-
viduals, families and small employ-
ers purchasing health insurance in
Colorado. It is the only place where
residents can qualify for and receive
financial help for their health insur-
ance.

Veterans Crisis Line

free, confidential support to veterans in crisis,
as well as their family and friends 24/7/365.

(800) 273-8255 or text 838255
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These devices stay
on the eye due to
surface tension of
tear fluid and the
eye’s curvature.
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Crossword Puzzle
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ACROSS DOWN
2. Involves the eye 1. Vision
6. In a line 3. Foot treatment

8. Abbreviation for
“hours”
9. Stings or pains

4. Corrects vision
5. Bends
7. One who plays
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THIS
DAY IN
HISTORY

OCT

/

54: Roman emperor
Claudius dies from
poisoning under
mysterious
circumstances.

1843: B’nai B'rith,
now the oldest Jewish
service organization
in the world, is
founded in New York.

1976: The first
electron micrograph
of an Ebola virus is
taken at the CDC.

SOLUTION

a liquid mixture
used for cleaning
and storing
contact lenses
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English: Case
Spanish: Caja
Italian: Scatola
French: Boitier
German: Schatulle
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Storing contacts properly in the
case helps keep them clean,
moistened and ready for use.
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Can you guess what
the bigger pictureis?
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Boo-tiful Halloween craft ideas

Special to The PREVIEW

Halloween is a highlight of fall, as
children and even adults anxiously
await Oct. 31. Similar to the holiday
season, people often decorate their
homes for Halloween, and even do
so well in advance of late October to
maximize the amount of time they
get to enjoy the trinkets and other
items.

Many people enjoy getting hands-
on for Halloween. It’s possible to craft
decorations, personalized treats and
festive costumes. Consider these ideas
for Halloween craft projects.

3D Pumpkins

Carving pumpkinsis a popular Hal-
loween tradition. But there are many
people who feel the job is too messy.
Instead, a fun way to add personality
to pumpkins comes by way of some
hot glue and paint. Use a hot glue gun
to create a pattern on the outside of
the pumpkin. It can be designs, a jack-
o’-lantern face or just about anything.
Once dryand hardened, use craft paint
to go over the entire pumpkin. The

raised design will be evident and add
dimension.

Spooktacular wreath

Adorn the front door with some-
thing creative. It can be utterly frighten-
ing or something more festive.

Start with a premade spring green-
ery wreath or a wreath frame that you
cover with your own greenery. Pur-
chase around, unfinished wooden sign
panel and paintwith black chalkboard
paint. Add your own message with
chalk or chalk paint. “Keep Away” or
“Enter at Your Own Risk” are great Hal-
loween phrases to consider. Attach the
sign in the middle of the wreath.

You also can add some embellish-
ments to the wreath, including black
moss and floral stems and leaves. A
glittery black and green ribbon or bow
is the finishing touch before hanging.

Boo treasure box

Purchase a wooden treasure chest
or box from the hobby store. Paint it all
black or your favorite Halloween col-
ors. Then add additional designs like
spider webs, bats or pumpkins. Fill the

box with treats or small toys. Kids can
have fun picking out their treasures.

Halloween gnomes

Gnomes have been popular for
years, and they keep turning up in dif-
ferent iterations.

You can craft your own gnomes
for Halloween with a few supplies.
Start with a 9-inch-tall foam cone.
Cut the bottom off the toe part of a
solid-colored ankle sock just past
the heel, and pull it up so it covers
thelower fewinches of the cone. Add
some hot glue to secure, draw a beard
shape on the back of faux fur and cut
it out. Attach the beard to the lower
part of the cone over the sock. Use a
crew-length, patterned sock to create
a hat for the gnome, and glue to the
top part of the cone. Glue on a large
wooden bead for the nose.

Decorate the gnome any way
you'd like, such as adding felt patches
to the sock hat.

Halloween can be even more fun
with some creative crafts the entire
family can enjoy.
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Business Owners:
We’re Celebrating our Veterans!

Business owners — you
can join us in saluting
those who are serving,
and have served, in our
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On November 5, we will
publish photo pages in
The Pagosa Springs SUN

K
The Pagosa Springs SUN
(

970) 264-2100 + pagosasun.com
457 LEWIS STREET - P.O.BOX9
PAGOSA SPRINGS, COLORADO 81147

nation’s military.

to honor those
who have served.

You can help
sponsor these
pages by
contacting your
advertising
representative

by October 30

at (970)264-2100.

A sponsorship
adis $150

for each 2 column
wide by 2-7/8"
inch tall space.

Classifieds

Classified Deadline: Tuesday 10 a.m.

B CLASSIFIED ORDERS [

Clip & bring with check or credit card number to
The SUN office, 457 Lewis Street

To place ad by phone, call (970) 264-2100

Classified ads may be emailed to
classads@pagosasun.com

Or, place your ad online at PagosaSUN.com
Payment must be received by the deadline.

Classified deadline: Tuesday 10 a.m.
(Earlier deadlines for holidays.)

Name
Address
City
Zip
Category:
Ad:

State
Phone

Pleaserunad __ consecutive weeks
(The Pagosa Springs SUN is published once a week on Thursdays.)
Charge for line ads — 20 word minimum
1st week: 60¢ per word
2nd week and every consecutive week after, no changes:
30¢ per word

$_  isenclosed. ($12 minimum)
Visa/Mastercard/American Express/Discover accepted.
Credit card number

Expiration date CvVv

Signature

Classified Categories

Announcements Miscellaneous
Autos Mobile Homes
Business Opportunity Open House
Commercial for Rent Personals
Commercial Property Pets

Condos Ranches

For Sale Recreational Vehicles
Health Residential Rentals
Help Wanted Services

Homes for Sale Timeshares
Land/Building Sites Vacation Rentals
Livestock Wanted

Lost and Found Yard Sales

r—__—_—_—_—___—_—____—_—__—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—1
L__—_—____—_—____—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_J



Page 28 - Section 1 - The Pagosa Springs SUN - PREVIEW - Thursday, October 15, 2026

(970) 264-2100 C I dSSs | f| ed S (970) 264-2100
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Classified Deadline: Tuesday 10 a.m.

AGE PRICES
All Massages
include

OVERLOOK

HoT SPRNGS
SPA
Downtown Pagosa 264-4040

Meet Nova!
This calm 3-month-old female kitten
is ready for a home of her own. Nova
is playful and affectionate. Call the
Humane Society at (970) 731-4771.

Meet Delilah!

This sweet 1-year-old female Collie
mix is ready for a home. She's
mellow and loves people. Call the
Humane Society at (970) 731-4771.

3R RANCH— WORKING in the beautiful
south San Juans. Hiring one position, ranch
and landscape maintenance. No experience,
we will train. $23 per hour. (970)264-5160.

PAGOSA THERAPEUTICS and The Green
House are looking for friendly and enthusias-
tic people who are eager to help customers
navigate the wide world of cannabis. We offer
sales bonuses, product sampling, employee
discounts, paid sick leave, and comprehen-
sive on-site training. Must be 21 years of age.
A Marijuana Enforcement Division badge is
required, when hired. E-mail your resume to
employment@jandjinc.net or check us out on
Indeed.com.

SELLERS BEWARE: Scams involving buyers
trying to deceive sellers have have taken place
in our community. Do not accept checks, mon-
ey orders or other payment methods for more
than the payment price where you are asked to
pay the overpayment to the buyer or another
person. Consult with your financial institution
to be sure the payment method is not fake
before you allow the item to be picked up.

VOTE YES ON 5A. Build new PK-8th grade
public school for students, staff, families. Ren-
ovation won't fix schools’ design and unsafe
location on Hwy 160. www.CitizensForASD.
org - Find out WHY. Paid by CitizensForASD.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

CONCERNED ABOUT ANOTHER'’S DRINK-
ING? Pagosa Springs Al-anon Family Group
meets Tuesdays 6-7p.m., Pagosa Bible
Church. Questions? Call/ text (303)815-8569.
www.al-anon.org.

PAGOSAAA: 315N. 2nd Street, County Road
200 (.2 miles off Hwy. 160). Monday, Wednes-
day, Friday 5:30p.m. Tuesday Men’s meeting
5:30p.m. Tuesday - Thursday, 12 noon, Friday
Women’s meeting 11:30a.m. Saturday 10a.m.
Sunday 10a.m. Sunday Zoom 10a.m. Zoom:
ID 858-319-763 password 754-234. For
information call Kathi (970)946-1482, Ranza
(970)903-3849 or (970)731-9774 or central
office (888)333-9649.

THERE IS A SOLUTION GROUP of Alco-
holics Anonymous meets Tuesdays, Thurs-
days, Saturdays, 5:30-6:30p.m., Pagosa
Bible Church, 209 Harman Park Drive. Ques-
tions? Diamond: (970)264-1073. Charlotte:
(970)903-9690. More resources: www.aa.org,
www.aa-westerncolorado.com, (970)245-
9649, (888)333-9649 (24 hrs.).

VOTE YES ON 5A. Build new PK-8th grade
public school for students, staff, families. Great
investment. Secure $50M grant funding. www.
CitizensForASD.org - Find out WHY. Paid by
CitizensForASD.

PERSONALS

FREE. CONFIDENTIAL. HELP. 24-hour
domestic violence and sexual assault helpline.
(970) 264-9075.

VOTE YES ON 5A. New PK-8th grade public
school for students, staff, families. Replace
dilapidated and unsafe schools. www.Citi-
zensForASD.org - Find out WHY. Paid by
CitizensForASD.

SERVICES

ASPENGLOW LANDSCAPING/ YARD
MAINTENANCE/ YARD CLEANUP. Mowing,
trimming, raking and tree trimming. Tractor
available for planting and landscaping.
(970)946-2061.

ASPHALT PAVING AND SEAL COATING.
Driveways, parking lots, subdivisions. Local
references, high quality, competitive rates.
Icon Development Company, Inc. 30 -plus
years experience. Call or text, (602)448-4936.

Ask about our
Fall Storage
Unit Speciols!

ALL SIZE UNITS AVAILABLE

Cargo Containers
RENT+ RENTTO OWN « BUY

We deliver!

970-731-0007

PagosaSpringsStorage.com

CHIMNEY CLEANING -dryer vent cleaning-
25+ years. Courteous reliable service. Free
quotes. Arlie’s Chimney Sweep. (970)731-
2543.

DRIVEWAY SEALING — 7 -year product.
Prep, pressure wash, crack seal and touch
up. Free estimates, local and trusted. INTE-
GRATED Home Services, LLC. Call /text,
(970)731-3558.

FULLER HANDYMAN SERVICES — Home
repairs. Painting, drywall, carpentry, electrical
Iplumbing fixtures and more. Call or text Jeff
(928)242-6756.

HOME REMODELS and improvements at
affordable prices. Bathrooms, kitchens, ad-
ditions, decks, drywall, painting, siding and
more. Call: (970)844-0554.

KITCHEN DEEP CLEANS now offered by
Pagosa Sparkles. Group of high standard
cleaners. Window cleaning also available.
Text/ call KIM. (970)946-6446.

KRITTER GITTERS, SKUNK AND BAT Bust-
ers. We specialize in capturing and removing
unwanted rodents and varmints. We don’t trap
pigs. 50 years experience, lifetime resident.
Dan Snow (719)849-8873.

LOCAL MOVING SERVICES. Reasonable
and reliable. (970)946-2061.

Exterior & Interior
Painting

Exterior Staining
Dock Staining
Drywall Texture
Drywall Repair
Roof Repairs

Fire Mitigation
Gravel Driveways

MISCELLANEOUS MISCELLANEOUS SERVICES SERVICES SERVICES

DECK SPECIALIST

Decking floor replaced
Total deck rebuilds
Handrails
Stairs

Call Mike today
(970) 507-0379

35+ years experience
references

STAINING &
PAINTING LLC

House Power Washing
7/~ Epoxy Garage Iilgor Coatings

S

Patrick 970-946-9571

SECOND HOME MANAGEMENT - PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

(970)398-6552 - roseps.com

Veteran & Locally Owned

"1 in Painting
Interior & exterior
Staining & more

35 years in Pagosa Springs

Call Gary
(970) 398-9223

Just

DECKS!

- Large or small
« Redwood, cedar, Trex or treated lumber
« Custom rails & stairs

« Hidden fasteners available Now
« Design & estimates free scheduling!
+ 30 years experience

Call Glenn (970) 903-1250

( )
B ' N t Schedule now for
ué P Il 5 snow removal
Have your plans drawn now. services
Don’t wait! Pagosa Lakes
Be ready to start your house, areaonly
barn, garage or deck on time. Insured 3
Call Rick Jackson Excavation
% 946-1757 970-946-1969

NEED HELP WITH A PROJECT? Moving?
Packing and unpacking. Organizing and
decluttering. Something else? Call Marlene,

(719)850-3055.

PAGOSA MOVING AND LABOR: Full
Service- White- glove moving, heavy lifting,
packing & labor. Licensed & insured. Call/
text (719)480-4275.
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SERVICES SERVICES SERVICES HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

(Foel the warinth

Wood & Gas
Burning
Fireplaces
& Stoves
Vermont Casting
Majestic Hearth
Isokern e FMI

Enviro Pellet
Stoves

Custom installation & finish work

Chase caps
Snow splitters
Pagosa Peak
Custom Fireplaces

1065 W. Hwy. 160
Pagosa Springs, Colo
office and showroom:

(970) 264-2006
\Www.pagosafireplaces.com

J

"FIREWOOD )

Snow Removal

FIRE & ICE

\. Call Dan « (970) 582-0006 /

/@aSSag@\

Rebecca Cortez, LMT
970-582-9133

"The Water A

Runner W)

Certified Bulk Potable Water Dei?v‘gry
Cistern Deep Cleaning

Youeally (970) 731-5022

we haul!
\Since 1999 Chadd Carnley, owner 4

Additions

Remodeling
Maintenance

High Meadows Properties, LLC
Call today (970) 403-2263

New Construction
Remodeling « Houses
Garages « Barns « Decks

References
Plans drawn & submitted

A Call Rick
\
/ |O,| (970) 946-1737

Kitchen Deep Cleaning
Now Offered!

Pagosa SPARKLES

Detail Oriented, Trustworthy
& Reliable Cleaners
For All Your Housekeeping
&Window Cleaning Needs

Text/call Kim (970) 946-6446

PLUMBING

Semi-retired plumber
30+ years experience

15+ years in Pagosa
Reasonable rates ¢ Local references

Michael - 480-685-6191

| return all calls!

Tree trimming and felling
Fire mitigation - Wood chipping
Technical and hazardous tree removal
Lot clearing « Property clean-up

www.mtnforestry.com - (970)403-6396
Free estimates « Call today

RICHARD DECLARK ELECTRICAL is
available for all your electrical services from
remodels to new construction. | have been in
Pagosa for 15 years, no job too small or too
large. (970)903-1456.

RIVERSTONE CARPET CLEANING. 25
cents/sq. ft. and $3 per stair. No hidden
charges. Owner/operator 20 years experi-
ence. Professional, trustworthy and punctual.
100% eco-friendly. Call Mike at (970)403-
9222. Credit cards accepted with no fee.
Hallways and closets always free.

STORAGE SPECIALS, ALL SIZES. We
also deliver cargo containers. Buy, rent, rent
to own. Pagosa Springs Storage. (970)731-
0007.

TREE & CLEAR LLC. Tree removal, pruning
and mitigation. Certified and insured. Call
(720)666-5761.

VOTE YES ON 5A. New PK-8th grade
public school for students, staff, families.
Invest in Schools = Community Health. www.
CitizensForASD.org - Find out WHY. Paid by
CitizensForASD.

WINDOW CLEANING —RESIDENTIAL
Bonded and insured. 25 yrs. experience
REFLECTIONS Window Cleaning. (480)892-
1999 -FREE estimates.

HELP WANTED

3R RANCH HIRING one full or part-time posi-
tion. Ranch and landscape maintenance. Must
have own reliable transportation and valid
driver’s license. 40 hours a week available.
$23 per hour. (970)264-5160.

ASSISTANT BOOKKEEPER NEEDED
FULL- TIME to fulfill bookkeeping responsibil-
ities at Ponderosa Lumber. Windows software
and credit /collection experience knowledge
preferred. We offer a competitive wage.
Medical, dental benefits, 401K and paid time
off. Please call (970)731-4111. Ask for Jim.

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES. Front office ad-
ministrative assistant or chair side procedural
assistant positions available for immediate
hire. Will train if necessary for these valuable
positions. Flexible hours, full time or part time
available. Great pay with room for advance-
ment. Please send your resume today to
pdimplants@yahoo.com.

CAREGIVER WANTED. Part time or full time,
mornings and afternoons. (970)903-7585.

COLORADO DREAM HOMES IS HIRING.
Full time, full slate of homes for steady work
through all seasons. You won't hear “I'll call
you when | need you” from us — we work
hard to create reliable jobs in construction.
Seeking exterior carpentry/ framing crew that
are consistent, team oriented and motivated
by incentives to add to an already strong
team. Starting pay ranging from $22-$30
hourly depending on experience/ skill level.
PTO and paid holidays. Send resumes to
coloradodreamhomesinc@gmail.com or drop
by our office at 2283 Eagle Drive to fill out an
application.

Position Title:
Area Operations

Manager - Pagosa

Company Location: Pagosa Springs, CO
Salary Range: $95k-$105K DOE

Position Summary

Bruin Waste Management dba as Elite Recycling and Disposal is seeking

a hands-on, results-driven Area Operations Manager to oversee daily
operations out its Pagosa Springs office. This role ensures the safe, cost-
effective, and efficient delivery of refuse and recycling services while leading
a diverse team in both field and office settings. This position plays a vital role
in connecting field teams, office staff, and customers. Flexibility, integrity,
and a proactive mindset are essential, overseeing Drivers, Tippers, Mechanic,
Customer Service Representatives. Duties and responsibilities may evolve
based on operational needs.

Minimum Qualifications

« High School diploma required; Bachelor’s degree preferred.

o 5+ years in a supervisory role, preferably in waste management, logistics,
trucking, construction, or related fields.

« Strong leadership, communication, and organizational skills.

« Computer proficiency, including Microsoft Office, Teams, email, and
customer information systems.

« Valid Colorado Driver’s License (CDL preferable)

« Ability to lead in the field and office environments.

« Lead, supervise, and develop drivers, tippers, mechanics, and customer
service representatives.

« Oversee daily routes, transfer station operations, fleet maintenance, and
safety programs.

« Manage hiring, onboarding, training, and employee performance.

« Resolve customer concerns, build relationships, and support business
growth.

 Maintain regulatory compliance, accurate records, and required reporting.

« Manage budgets, control costs, and monitor Profit & Loss performance.

To see the full job posting go to www.bruinwaste.com Resumes can
also be submitted on the website or to creams@bruinwaste.com

We are looking for reliable, motivated additions to our team!

DELIVERY - Starting at $18/hr DOE, 40 hr/week
Weekends and holidays required. Benefits include discounts, paid time off, sick pay, profit sharing and more!
Apply in person. Applications available on www.terrysace.com

Terry’s ACE HARDWARE

525 Navajo Trail Dr., PS, CO 81147

HAVE LARGE PINE TREE DOWN You cut
it and keep 3 quarters and | keep 1 quarter.
Sanctuary County Road 551. (970)264-2592.

JONES MECHANICAL. EXPERIENCE
PREFERRED but will train right person. Ex-
cellent opportunity to learn the HVAC trade.
(970)731-3046.

Email us at classads@pagosasun.com

to submit your classified. PagosaSUN.com
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HELP WANTED HELP WANTED HELP WANTED HELP WANTED AUTOS

Email us at classads@pagosasun.com

to submit your classified. PagosaSUN.com

LANDSCAPE LABORERS WANTED.
Must have own transportation. Call or text
for an application. Good pay for good help.
(970)946-2277.

LIKE GUNS OR GUITARS? Come sell them
for us. The San Juan Trading Post is looking
for a sales person. Computer literacy and
ability to lift 45 Ibs. is required. Starting at
$18/ hour, full or part -time. Stop by in person
at 635 San Juan St.

LINE COOK POSITION OPEN The Keyah
Grande Guest House is hiring a part-time
line cook ($20/ hour) for our new fine dining
restaurant. Experience preferred. Email your
resume and references to theguesthouse@
keyahgrande.com.

MOUNTAIN MAMA MASSAGE is hiring
LMTs. $55/hr plus tips. Weekends and
evenings. Flexible schedule and supportive
team. Bring your healing gifts. racheldevioo@
gmail.com.

MOUNTAIN SPIRITS WINE AND LIQUOR is
looking for a dependable, friendly, part-time
and full-time cashier to join our team. We’re
looking for someone who: Is reliable and
punctual, Has great customer service skills, Is
friendly and outgoing, Can work independently
and as part of a team, Is available nights and
weekends, Has a positive attitude. If you are
interested, please stop by the store to apply.
Come join our team.

NEED SOMEONE TO WORK OUTSIDE and
someone to clean. Sanctuary County Road
551. (970)264-2592.

NEED STUCCO PERSON If you called before
please call back. Sanctuary County Road 551.
(970)264-2592.

NORTH PAGOSA MARATHON is hiring a
full-time cashier nights and weekends. Com-
petitive wages. Please apply in person at 30
N. Pagosa Blvd.

NOW HIRING — CDL DRIVER. $26-$29 per
hour, DOE. $500 sign -on bonus, $250 at hire,
$250 after 6 months. Full-time, year -round
position. Must possess a valid CDL, safe
driving record, and strong work ethic. Apply
today at Elite Recycling and Disposal, 250
Industrial Circle, Pagosa Springs, Colorado.

OWNERS, THERE IS ALONG TERM RENT-
AL SHORTAGE IN PAGOSA SPRINGS. We
have a waiting list for approved tenants. Need
all types of rentals. Call us today for lowest
commission and highest customer service.
All'you have to do is wait for your rent check
to come in. We do the rest! Rocky Mountain
Realty & Rentals (970)507-1192.

PAGOSA LIQUOR IS HIRING a full-time
cashier. Please come and apply in person at
30 N. Pagosa Blvd.

PAGOSA THERAPEUTICS and The Green
House are looking for friendly and enthusias-
tic people who are eager to help customers
navigate the wide world of cannabis. We offer
sales bonuses, product sampling, employee
discounts, paid sick leave, and comprehen-
sive on-site training. Must be 21 years of age.
A Marijuana Enforcement Division badge is
required, when hired. E-mail your resume to
employment@jandjinc.net or check us out on
Indeed.com.

PAINTER’S HELPER WANTED. Winter
indoor work. Part- time or Full- time. Willing
to train if willing to learn. Must be detailed
oriented, team player, good attitude with
good work ethic. Year round work. Company
benefits. Call (970)779-3012.

PART -TIME MAINTENANCE /GROUNDS.
Hands-on position includes general mainte-
nance, groundskeeping, and an early-morning
pool cleaning rotation. 20-25 hours /week.
Experience with tools is a plus, but we're
happy to train someone with a strong work
ethic and willingness to learn. More details at
pshotsprings.com. Submit application /resume
at Healing Waters Resort & Spa,140 Hot
Springs Blvd., or email sales@pshotsprings.
com. Subject: Maintenance.

SUBWAY IS HIRING. Enjoy working in a
fun environment with a great team? Earn a
strong hourly wage with tips while serving our
wonderful community. Apply online at subway.
com, or in person.

Thrift Store Donation Pick Up and Receiving
Specialist. $18- $21 hour DOE. Join our
mission-driven team dedicated to providing a
safe haven for animals in need. The Humane
Society of Pagosa Springs Thrift Store pro-
vides critical financial support for our shelter
operations.

We are seeking a dependable, hardworking
Donation Pickup and Receiving team member
to help operate our uptown donation drop- off
center, assist with donation pickups, drive the
donation box truck, and support operations
at both our uptown and downtown thrift store
locations. For more information please send a
resume to hsjobs@pagosahumane.org or go
to our website, pagosahumane.org.

AUTOS

1997 CHEVY BLAZER 4 DOOR 4 wheel
drive. $4500. (970)264-5837.

‘92 CHEVY, 5 SPEED MANUAL TRANS-
MISSION, 4x4, extended cab, new differ-
ential, needs motor. Also ‘89 3/4 ton, good
parts, good motor for the ‘92 Chevy, $2,000.
(970)731-1116.

GUARANTEED CREDIT APPROVAL! 4X4
Auto Sales, 21698 Hwy. 160 West, Durango.
(970)385-7940.

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

SMALL CRANE BUSINESS FOR SALE.
National Crane truck, business, client list, and
all attachments come with business. Inquire
at (970)903-2381.

FOR SALE

2002 POLARIS 500 4 WHEELER with
extras, $4000. Saddles for, 4 vintage 1950
to 1960, 2 Porter, 1 J.H. Rowell, $300 each.
(970)264-5837.

3RRANCH- SEASONED FIREWOOD 14 to
22" long, mixed lengths, no picking through
the pile, you load and you haul, $195 per cord
split or $110 per cord rounds. (970)264-5160.

DRY FIREWOOD- PINE. Pick up $255 a cord.
Delivery available. Call for prices. Bayfield.
Gabe (970)403-2784.

Firewood Delivered, Doug Fir/ Pine mix.
$250 per cord, $1400 for 6 cords. Call Kathie
(303)358-6218.

FIREWOOD. Tired of not getting a full cord?
4'x4'x8', $265 full cord, pine and fir mix. Very
dry, splitlast year, 14 cords available. Delivery
extra. Just off Piedra and 160. (970)398-1928.

FORKLIFTLektro model 2020. Manufactured
in the middle 1960s. Max lift 1000 pounds.
No forks. Currently has a roll clamp on it.
Uses 6x8L 16 deep cycle batteries, included.
Hydraulic pump doesn’t work, chain driven
steering needs a little work. $1,000. Call Shari,
(970)264-2101.

NEED FIREWOOD? Get a HUGE dump
truck load split and delivered for $600! Pine
mix. Guaranteed full cords. Contact Dan with
FIRE&ICE at (970)582-0006.

SELL OR TRADE YOUR GUNS. We buy for
cash or trade it. No hassle. Licensed, bonded,
insured. San Juan Trading Post, 635 San Juan
St. (970)731-PAWN (7296).

SELLERS BEWARE: Scams involving buyers
trying to deceive sellers have have taken place
in our community. Do not accept checks,
money orders or other payment methods for
more than the payment price where you are
asked to pay the overpayment to the buyer or
another person. Consult with your financial in-
stitution to be sure the payment method is not
fake before you allow the item to be picked up.

TWO 50-GALLON STEEL DRUMS with lids.
Used, great condition, clean, $35 each. Can
be seen on Thursday or Friday at Pagosa
Springs SUN, 457 Lewis Street.

VOTE YES ON 5A. We Build. They Grow.

New PK-8th grade public school for students,
staff, families. www.CitizensForASD.org - Find
out WHY.

Paid by CitizensForASD.
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(970) 264-2100 C I dSSs | f| e d S (970) 264-2100

Office Hours: Monday — Thursday 8 a.m.-4 p.m., Friday 8 a.m. - noon

Classified Deadline: Tuesday 10 a.m.

LIVESTOCK

EXCELLENT HORSE QUALITY GRASS
HAY. Barn stored. $10. (970)264-6779. Please
leave a message.

PETS

ADOPT FROM THE Humane Society. Stop
by or call (970)731-4771. You'll be amazed
at what we have to offer, www.PagosaHu-
mane.org.

RECREATIONAL VEHICLES

TURN KEY POLARIS UTV 2014 RZR XP
1000 with 12 ft Lumna Trailer. Excellent
condition, 4400 miles. Many extras included.
Text (702)371-0672 info.

YARD SALES

GARAGE SALE. 268 Twin Creek Circle. Sat.,
October 17, 8a.m.- 1p.m.

GARAGE SALE. MARTIAL ARTS GEAR,
chairs, too much to list. ALL FREE. 181 S.
7th St. Sat. October 17. 9a.m.- 3p.m.

MOVING SALE. Saturday, October 17, 9a.m.-
3p.m. 60 Flintlock PI, Hatcher. New 84" snow
plow, new modern sectional and side board,
small kitchen appliances, cookware and cast
iron, freezers, artwork, wood/ kindling. Must
come by and see.

SIDEWALK FUNDRAISER for Chimney Rock
Interpretive Assoc.’s (CRIA) Junior Archaeol-
ogy Program. Date/ Time: Sat., October 17,
from 10a.m.- 3p.m. All CRIA items will be
offered by donation. Location: Community
United Methodist Church at 434 Lewis St.,
Pagosa Springs, CO- In the Parking Lot.
This fundraiser is held in conjunction with the
Community United Methodist Thrift Store.
Note: Thrift Store proceeds directly to benefit
the Thrift Store.

COMMERCIAL FOR RENT

DOWNTOWN OFFICE AVAILABLE. Lib-
erty Theatre building. Main Street access,
parking, AC, fiber Internet, Eastern Range
and river views, keyless entry. Call Anna,
(970)398-1271.

LARGE COMMERCIAL INDUSTRIAL LOTS
in Cloman Park. 112 acre lot— $995 /month.
and 1.27 acre lot— $750 /month. Ideal for
contractors, storage, etc. Utilities are located
at the street. Tenant must verify end use with
the county. Call Team Pagosa (970)731-8599
or visit teampagosa.com.

PAGOSA SECURE STORAGE- 80 Bastille
Drive. Offering “Smokin Deals” on all units.
Temperature Controlled Units available. Man-
aged by Team Pagosa Realty (970)731-8599
Call today for availability.

PAGOSA VALLEY PROPERTIES: Offering
“Aspen Plaza ProSuites” These are Profes-
sional Office Suites available for Long Term
rental from 135 SF to 205 SF, priced from
$465-$669/ month. Also, Large Conference/
Event Room Available. Call (970)889-2022 for
more information.

COMMERCIAL FOR RENT | COMMERCIAL FOR RENT j RESIDENTIAL RENTALS g8 HOMES FOR SALE

® Shared conference room access
" Break room and restrooms

= | arge on-site parking lot

| |

Office Space for Lease
in Pagosa Springs

Newly remodeled space in the First Southwest Bank
building, conveniently located off Highway 160.
Suites ranging from 160 to 1,585 square feet —
perfect for solo professionals or growing teams.

= Flexible suite sizes to fit your business

Prime, high-visibility Hwy 160 location

for leasing details and availability.

Contact Melanie Russek

melanie.russek@fswb.com
866-641-3792

VACATION RENTALS

OWNERS, WE ARE BOOKED UP AND
NEED MORE VACATION RENTAL PROP-
ERTIES! Call us today for lowest commission
and highest customer service. All you have to
do is wait for your rent check to come in. We
do the rest! Rocky Mountain Realty & Rentals
(970)507-1192.

RESIDENTIAL RENTALS

2 BEDROOM 1 BATHROOM plus 1 large
bonus room. Uptown Vista. Open feel, nice
views, natural lighting, no smoking, no pets.
$1698/ month plus deposit. (970)239-1675.

3 BEDROOM, 2 BATH for lease. Enjoy stun-
ning creek, canyon, pasture, and mountain
views, including V-Rock and the San Juan
Mountains. Situated on a private 35-acre
retreat bordering National Forest, this prop-
erty offers a private lake for paddleboarding,
direct access to hiking and outdoor recreation,
horse pasture potential, pet -friendly living
(with approval), barn and storage use, and
a large garage/RV garage with space for
up to 5 -6 vehicles, RVs, or trailers. Perfect
for an outdoor lifestyle in a quiet, retreat-like
setting. $3,500-$6,500/month depending on
included amenities and storage needs. Text
(970)398-0518.

BEAUTIFUL BRAND NEW DUPLEX units
A and B. Spacious 3 bedroom, 3 bath, 1 car
garage units. Bonus office or den area. Pets
allowed. Call for more information. Team
Pagosa (970)731-8599 or teampagosa.com.

BRIGHT, SUNNY, NEWLY REPAINTED 3
bedroom, 2 1/2 bath unit with attached garage,
2 outdoor parking spaces, sundeck and fire-
place in downtown. Utilities included except
for internet (water, sewer, electric, gas, trash
pick up). Background check and credit report
required. All appliances except washer and
dryer. No smoking, pets upon approval. $2650
per month. (318)347-6100 or (682)706-6012.

RESIDENTIAL RENTALS

DOWNTOWN NEAR HIGH SCHOOL and
Yamaguchi. 800 sq. ft., 2 bedroom, 1 bath,
$1600. (720)320-4921. Tree, parking, patios,
storage, 650 S. 6th.

FRESHLY UPDATED 800 SQ. FT. APART-
MENT in four plex in Pagosa Lakes Sub-
division. Call for details. Coming available
November 1. W/D included, most utilities paid.
$1475, $1000 deposit. Call Lee (970)946-
3856 or John (303)881-1407.

FURNISHED 3 BEDROOM 2.5 BATH from
$2600/ month. Long- term preferred. Rates
may vary by stayed length and move-in date.
Utilities extra. Negotiable. Garage available.
No pets or smoking. (970)239-1675.

FURNISHED BEDROOM FOR RENT. Per-
sonal restroom, walk- in closet, etc. $700/
month. (970)398-0990.

FURNISHED DOWNTOWN 3 BEDROOM, 3
BATH townhome with a 1 car garage. Avail-
able 12/10/26- 09/30/27. Call Team Pagosa
for more information. (970)731-8599 or visit
teampagosa.com.

LONG TERM RENTALS AVAILABLE. Call
Team Pagosa (970)731-8599, 117 Navajo
Trail Dr., pagosaspringsrealty.com.

LONG- TERM RENTAL: 4 bedroom 2.5
bathroom house. Approved pets allowed.
Nice neighborhood, conveniently located with
a fenced yard. Call (580)651-2288 for details
and an application.

LOOKING FOR SOMEONE TO RENT a
house with me. Call Teresa. (512)667-0791.

NEWLY CONSTRUCTED 3 BEDROOM,
2 BATH unit in downtown. Fireplace, small
patio, community area with picnic table. All
utilities included except internet (water, sewer,
electric, gas, trash pick up and snow removal).
All appliances included. 2 parking spaces.
Background check and credit report required.
Pets upon approval, no smoking. $2100 per
month. Available July 15. (318)347-6100 or
(682)706-6012.

ONE BEDROOM WITH LOFT, short ways out
of town, wood stove, efficient ETS heating
unit, large deck, private fenced yard. $1500
per month, first month, security deposit and
half of last month. (970)731-2010.

PARTIALLY FURNISHED 1 BEDROOM 1.5
BATH condo near Lake Pagosa. Available
NOW. Call for more information. Team Pagosa
(970)731-8599 or visit teampagosa.com.

SHERPA REAL ESTATE is now managing
long-term rentals. Clear communication from
a name you already trust. Ready to rent your
home? Call now to get started (970)444-2570.
Visit our website https://www.sherpareales-
tate.com/rentals or stop by one of our two
locations.

STAND ALONE GROUND FLOOR STUDIO
APARTMENT in Pagosa Hills subdivision.
Sun lit, cozy, room with sliding sliding glass
doors on to deck with beautiful views of East
Range mountains. (Nook area) for bed. Nice
kitchen and living room, unfurnished, $900/
month plus utilities. No smokers and one pet
upon approval. (970)946-2728.

TRINITY APARTMENTS. Unit available.
2 bedroom, 1-1/4 bath, $1500 per month.
Includes washer, dryer, utilities. Please call
(970)946-7190 for an application.

TWO-BEDROOM APARTMENT AVAIL-
ABLE. 7th street behind Natural Grocers.
Walking distance to hot springs and and old
downtown. (720)470-2653.

UNFURNISHED 3 BEDROOM, 2 BATH 1 car
garage home. 1 pet allowed. Call for more
information. Team Pagosa (970)731-8599 or
visit teampagosa.com.

UNFURNISHED 3 BEDROOM, 2 BATH 2 car
garage home in nice neighborhood. Water
paid. $2995 per month. Available NOW. Team
Pagosa, (970)731-8599 or teampagosa.com.

UNFURNISHED ROOM WITH PRIVATE
BATHROOM. 73 year old wanting long term
roommate, non-smoking, no pets. Hatcher
Lake. $600/month plus half of all utilities.
Martine, (407)346-2764.

REAL ESTATE SERVICES

Buying or Selling?

Call Marcie Lewis
(970) 759-8672

BEAUTIFULLY REMODELED 3 BR 2BA
HOME 1680 sq. ft., all newer appliances, nice

wood and metal accents, close to shopping.
$260,000. Peggy Andrews, Independent
Broker, (970)946-0473.

HUNTER’S LOG CABIN ON 23 ACRES,
BORDERS NATIONAL FOREST on two
sides. Has a well and brand new septic.
MLS Number 837311. $429,900. For further
information, contact Lee Riley, | Sell Pagosa.
Jann C Pitcher Real Estate. (970)946-3856.

NEAR NAVAJO LAKE, 2 bedroom, 2 bath
home on 2.2 acres on quiet street, central
water, lots of updates, $355,000. Peggy An-
drews, Independent Broker. (970)946-0473.

LAND/ BUILDING SITES

ARBOLES 2 ACRES with approved septic
and well. $100,000. Peggy Andrews, Inde-
pendent Broker, (970)946-0473.
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EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

All real estate advertised in this newspaper is
subject to the Federal Fair Housing act of 1968
which makes itillegal to advertise "any preference,
limitation or discrimination based on race, color,
religion, or national origin, or an intention, to make
such preference, limitation or discrimination."

This newspaper will not knowingly accept any
advertising for real estate which is in violation of
the law. Our readers are hereby informed that all
dwellings advertised in this newspaper are avail-
able on an equal opportunity basis.

Place your classified ad online!
Go to: PagosaSUN.com >> Shop Local
>> Place Your Classified Ad

All classified line ads appear on PagosaSUN.com Regular categories deadline: Tues., 10 a.m.

Holidays will have alternate deadlines.

NEMINISTORAGE.COM 10x20 $165, 10x15
$145, 10x10 $125, 5x10, $95 monthly.
(970)264-3333.

PagosaSUN.com




INTRODUCING

CUTTING-EDGE TECHNOLOGY
Custom crafted for you.

Your automatic choice
for better hearing:

<4 Distinctive, clear,
authentic sound

4 Intelligence that understands
and adapts to your hearing
situation

Starkey 4= Designed to enhance
speech and reduce noise
— automatically

Edge Mode feature delivers
on-demand clarity in
unexpected listening
conditions

Better hearing built
around you:

Style and color

Rechargeable or
non-rechargeable

Wireless or non-wireless
Smartphone connectivity
All-day comfort
Waterproof up to 1 meter

Up to 42 hrs custom and 52
hrs for RIC.

Modern design

Unsure if you need a Up to $500 OFF...

All Advanced Digital Hearing Aids.
CG" fO SChEdU’e )’O Ul’ With sophisticated, innovative technology, we help preserve and deliver

a wider range of sound cues to enhance the way you hear!

FREE Hedﬂng Aid Screening. Coupon expires October 31, 2026

hearing aid?

Ears 2 U Hearing Aid Center

970-731-4554 i\
Coloradohearingaid.com .

Gennette
Erickson

Owner,
Hearing Aid Provider

190 Talisman Dr. Ste. C-3 « Pagosa Springs, CO 81147 - Monday-Friday - 9 AMTO 4 PM
Locally owned & operated since 2005




