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MAY 24, 2018 - SPECIAL SECTION • HOME & ART TOUR

• SPRING BREAK IN THE 
NATION’S CAPITAL

• HATS, FRILLS AND THRILLS 
AT THE KENTUCKY DERBY
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By Janet Westling

Contributing Editor

Welcome to our 
“Spring into Summer” 
issue of Sand Castles, a 
luxury, lifestyle and real 
estate seasonal section. 
This spring issue ar-
rives every May during 
Memorial Day weekend, 

summer vacation season. 
Memorial Day is a day 

to remember those who 
died while serving in the 
country’s armed forces. 

The holiday is always observed on the last Monday in 
May. We celebrate it with family, parades, cookouts, trips 
to the beach and for some in the Washington, D.C. area, a 
trip to Arlington National Cemetery. 

In this issue, you can read about a very special trip to 
exactly there by the Floyd family. When I asked Mi-
chelle Floyd to write about her trip with her daughter 
Allison and grandson Zach, I thought it would be a nice 
travel article. Boy, was I surprised to read that it was so 

much more!
Overall, springtime is a time of rebirth, renewal and 

the perfect time to buy a home. We have plenty of homes 
that are on the market in this issue. From the ocean to 
the Intracoastal and River Marsh to Isle of Palms, many 
of our unique neighborhoods are featured in this issue, 
thanks to stories contributed by local real estate agents. 

Eric Spottswood, mortgage broker with Prosperity Home 
Mortgage, gives us insight into how to best prepare for 
the lending process. 

Staging is an important factor to consider when selling 
your home. You have several options, including doing it 

for purchasing beautiful furnishings, from antiques and 
arts and everything in between.

Remodeling is also something to consider when selling 
your home. This issue features a St. Augustine-based 
stone and tile company that could help you with such a 
project. 

who are making an impact in our community. For ex-
ample, the Cultural Center at Ponte Vedra Beach held its 

& Art Tour in April. You can read about the success of 
the event from the center’s new development director, 

Jennifer Sartiano, who joined the Cultural Center just one 

a pro.
Speaking of events, the Salvation Army is gearing up 

for its Red Shield Ball in October. We hear from Kelly 
Belich on the annual event, which is chaired by Franc-
esca Rutherford and Meredith Guess.

A national event in May turned our attention to horses 
and hats. Local milliner Tracie Rampley spent the past 
several months in her workroom designing the perfect hat 
for the most famous race, the Kentucky Derby. You can 
read about that in this section.

And lastly, as we transition from spring to summer, 
we look into Adventure Landing’s new slide complex at 
Shipwreck Island, which will serve as a great spot to take 
the kids over the next few months. 

Our home is our castle and at the beaches, it is our 
castle in the sand. From palm trees to sand dunes, golf 
courses and resort living, Jacksonville, Ponte Vedra 

-
able real estate in Northeast Florida. 

Janet Westling, REALTOR, GRI, CIPS
Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices Florida Network Realty
Sand castles creator and contributing editor
Award winning section
www.janetwestling.com

‘Spring into Summer’ with Sand Castles!

Janet Westling
Contributing editor

By Eric Spottswood

Prosperity Home Mortgage

This is a two-part article on how to 
best prepare for the lending process. The 
second part will appear in the next edition 
of Sand Castles in July. 

moving into your dream house or down-
sizing to your retirement home, buying a 
house can be a special time and an incred-
ible experience.  

There can also be an undertone of stress 
and anxiety, however, when setting up 
your mortgage. Buying a home is, after all, 

people make in their lives. 
So, how can you prepare ahead of time, 

decrease the stress, shift the focus away 
from the mortgage process and simply look 
forward to enjoying your new home?  Be-
low is one particular factor to consider.

 
Know what goes into a lending
transaction 

Most people only go through the mort-
gage process a few times in their lives, and 
the timing between those events can be 
spread over a vast period of time. 

unfamiliar and daunting. It can seem like 
a never-ending list of items is needed to 
approve the loan. So, what really does go 
into a lending transaction, and why is it so 
important that those items are included? 
There are four main factors in a loan, and 
each one is equally important to a lender. 

To demonstrate that a borrower is quali-

carefully examine the borrower’s credit, 
income, collateral and assets.  Let’s take a 
look at each:

Credit — Most lenders will pull your 
credit report from all three credit bureaus 
— Experian, Equifax and TransUnion 
— and use the middle score to determine 
whether you qualify for a loan.  An impor-
tant thing to know is that mortgage credit 

many people see when they monitor their 
own credit.  One reason that a mortgage 

-

calculations weigh your credit history dif-
ferently. This means scores could be lower 
when pulled for your mortgage loan than 
you anticipate.  A common belief is that 
a lower mortgage credit score is a result 
of the score being impacted from pulling 
your credit, but the reality is that scores 
are only slightly impacted when obtained 
by a lender.  Credit agencies also want to 
make sure they’re not negatively impacting 

best deal.  As a result, your credit report 
can be obtained as often as needed for 14 
days, and it only counts as one inquiry 
against your score.  Most conventional 

Income — Lenders want to make sure 

are purchasing. Individual loan programs 
vary in their requirements, but a lender 
will generally recommend that your total 
outstanding debt — such as your mortgage, 
vehicle and credit card payments — repre-
sent no more than 43 percent of your gross 
monthly income (or net income, if you 
happen to be self-employed).  If you want 
to know a good price range for a home, 
comparing your monthly expenses to your 
monthly income will give you an idea of 
the mortgage amount you may be able to 

consistency of income.  Customers who 
have an all-salary income or receive set 
retirement payments have a very steady 
stream of income.  As such, you can use the 
full amount of that income, even if you just 
started receiving that amount. Income that 
traditionally varies, such as bonus, commis-
sion and self-employed income, considers a 
two-year average to make sure the income 
is consistent to be able to be considered.

Collateral — The amount that you 
put down on the home is a factor in the 
mortgage approval process as well. Some 

-
ment, but that can vary depending on the 
loan size and property type. Lenders also 
realize that some customers may have 

may prefer to put less money down up 

wide array of programs with lower down 
payment options.  Some programs require 
as little as 3 percent down, allow gifts 
from family members or allow sellers to 
contribute toward the transaction. To ac-

count for the reduced equity in the home, 

may require mortgage insurance until more 
equity is built in the home.

Assets — Assets can come in many 
-

ings accounts, to retirement accounts, to 
bonuses or stock options. The primary con-
sideration is how accessible the accounts 
are. For example, can you access without 
penalty immediately? How stable has the 
balance been in these accounts?  Large 

would just need to validate the reason for 
the variation.  If you plan to make a large 
deposit into your account, such as a gift 
from a family member to help purchase 
the home, be sure to ask your mortgage 

Large deposits into your account can be a 
great thing, but lenders need to ensure the 
money isn’t an additional loan that needs 
to be paid back and, thus, factored into 
your debt ratios.   

All first mortgage products are provided 
by Prosperity Home Mortgage, LLC. (877) 
275-1762. Prosperity Home Mortgage, LLC 
products may not be available in all areas. 
Not all borrowers will qualify. Licensed by 
the NJ Department of Banking and Insur-
ance.  Licensed by the Delaware State Bank 
Commissioner.  Also licensed in District of 
Columbia, Florida, Georgia, Indiana, Mary-
land, Michigan, North Carolina, Pennsylva-
nia, South Carolina, Tennessee, Virginia, and 
West Virginia.
NMLS ID #75164 (NMLS Consumer Access at 
http://www.nmlsconsumeraccess.org/)
©2018 Prosperity Home Mortgage, LLC. All 
Rights Reserved.

How do I prepare to buy a home?MARKET 
WATCH
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A LIMITED COLLECTION of 42 New Oceanfront Condominium Residences FROM $1.3 MILLION

Located directly on South Jacksonville Beach, Waterfall is a private, oceanfront oasis framed in fresh modern 

architecture and breathtaking oceans views. Expansive new condominium residences and refreshing, resort-style 

amenities fulfill a vision for the next generation of luxury living on Florida’s First Coast.

Spectacular beach. Updated luxury. Rare opportunity.

A fresh, modern take on 
OCEANFRONT LUXURY

Broker Participation is welcomed. ORAL REPRESENTATIONS CANNOT BE RELIED UPON AS CORRECTLY STATING REPRESENTATIONS OF THE DEVELOPER. FOR CORRECT REPRESENTATIONS, MAKE REFERENCE TO THIS ADVERTISEMENT AND TO THE 
DOCUMENTS REQUIRED BY SECTION 718.503, FLORIDA STATUTES, TO BE FURNISHED BY A DEVELOPER TO A BUYER OR LESSEE. This informational advertisement is not intended to be an offering to residents in any jurisdiction where prior registration is required, 
or otherwise prohibited by law. Further information will not be provided to residents of such jurisdictions. VOID WHERE PROHIBITED BY LAW.

(904) 204-9595  |  WaterfallCondominiums.com

1 4 0 1  1ST S T R E E T  S O U T H  |  J A C K S O N V I L L E  B E A C H ,  F L O R I D A  3 2 2 5 0

SALES GALLERY NOW OPEN ON-SITE!
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By Elizabeth Hudgins 

and Sarah Alexander

Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices 
Florida Network Realty

draw your attention across the two-story 
living room to the home’s expansive 
oceanfront views. The progressive eleva-

foot home highlights the spectacular ocean 
views seen from virtually every room. 

Set back from the road and situated 

homeowners a comforting level of security 
and privacy; yet its central location allows 
for easy access to the local community 
and attractions. Built like a fortress and 
positioned on a high dune with 26 feet of 
elevation, this home’s two-story masonry 
construction was made for sustainability 
and permanence. 

Designed with a neo-traditional costal 
elegance, the spacious and bright interior 

home’s stunning natural backdrop. With 
seven bedrooms, including two owner’s 
suites with one located downstairs and the 
other upstairs, this property was created 
to handle households of all sizes. The up-

private retreat, with features such as a gas 

you begin your morning by enjoying the 

-
fers you a peaceful respite from the world.  

Created with ease of living in mind, this 

and second level and a live-in nanny suite. 
Each of the three additional bedrooms 
features en-suite baths. The chef’s kitchen 
is designed to accommodate the chef of 
any skill level. With an eat-in dining area, 
and access to the family room, this area is 
perfect for bringing the family together. 

The connecting butler’s pantry leads to 
the spacious dining room with gorgeous 
views overlooking the ocean, making it 
the perfect space for intimate dinners and 
social gatherings. With a separate study, 
billiard room with bar and bonus/game 
room which can be used as a seventh bed-
room, this home is equipped to meet all of 
the owner’s wants and needs. 

As impeccable and luxurious as the 
accommodations are inside the home, the 

feet of ocean frontage is just as impres-
sive. The sparkling pool and spa will 
compete for your attention away from the 
ocean. The spacious pool deck and patio 
will make you wish for lazy afternoons 
spent lounging in the sun. The outdoor liv-
ing space is complete with a covered sum-
mer kitchen with cabana bath and storage 
closet. With a private walkway leading di-
rectly to the pristine Ponte Vedra beaches, 

opportunity for the discerning buyer look-
ing for a new shore to explore.

This property is represented by Berk-
shire Hathaway HomeServices Florida 
Network Realty, listed by Elizabeth 

A wave of opportunity in Ponte Vedra Beach

1051 Ponte Vedra Blvd.

Photos courtesy of Elizabeth Hudgins and Sarah Alexander
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Big Diamond Sale 2018 
One Week Only!

May 21st - 26th
Now is the time to purchase a quality diamond of a carat or more! 

Underwood’s has available a tremendous selection of diamonds, one carat 
and larger, on consignment from our diamond source. Since we have no cost 

invested in these diamonds, we are able to sell at our lowest prices of the year.

Savings examples: (all diamonds are subject to prior sale)

• Millions of Dollars of inventory available for immediate delivery
• Sale includes our own meticulously selected stock loose diamonds and solitaires at prices from 5% to 25% off. 
• All Diamonds have independent laboratory grading reports from AGS, GIA, and Forevermark.
• Save 15% on diamond studs and solitaire necklaces. 
• Buy from this huge collection now before they are offered to the Jewelry trade at large—at next week’s  
   International Jewelry Show in Las Vegas.
• Trade-ins accepted. 

Size
1.01ct
1.44ct 
1.73ct
2.01ct
2.02ct
3.01ct
3.05ct
4.01ct
4.40ct

Shape
Radiant

Emerald Cut
Round
Oval

Radiant
Round

Emerald Cut
Oval

Cushion

Labaratory Report
GIA & AGS

AGS
AGS

Forevermark & AGS
AGS
AGS

GIA & AGS
Forevermark & AGS
Forevermark & AGS

Clarity
SI1

VVS2

VVS1

SI1
SI1
SI1
VS1

VS2

VVS2

Fair Price
$    5,300
$   11,900
$  32,500
$  22,500
$  16,500
$  42,000
$  45,000
$  44,000
$115,000

Sale Price
$    3,975
$    7,900
$  22,000 
$  17,900
$  12,500
$  33,000 
$  38,000
$  37,000
$  71,000

Color
H
G
E
H
I
I
I
K
H

Cut
-
-

Ideal 0
Excellent 1

-
Ideal 0

-
Ideal 0

Excellent 1
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Luxury Full Service 
Interior Design

904.880.5500 EXT. 6 | www.arhomeinteriors.com

Follow us on Instagram @arhomeinteriors

Photo by: Jessie Preza

AUCTION MAY 31ST
24716 Harbour View Drive  |  Ponte Vedra Beach, FL  

Previously $2.45M  |  Without Reserve  

Open Daily 2-5PM & by Appt.

CONCIERGEAUCTIONS.COM  |  888.278.2690
Listed by Lisa Barton of Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices FL Network Realty 

This property is listed for sale by Lisa Barton (BK3137940) of Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices FL Network Realty (BO2028036) — 333 Village Main St, Ste 670 Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082, 
904-285-1800. Concierge Auctions LLC is a marketing service provider for auctions and is a licensed Florida Real Estate Corporation (CQ1032600) and Auction Business (AB2760) — 777 S 
Flagler Drive, West Palm Beach, Florida 33401 – (212) 202-2940. Licensed Auctioneer Frank Trunzo (AU2328). The services referred to herein are not available to residents of any state where 
prohibited by applicable state law. Concierge Auctions, LLC, its agents and affiliates, broker partners, auctioneer, and sellers do not warrant or guaranty the accuracy or completeness of any 
information and shall have no liability for errors or omissions or inaccuracies under any circumstances in this or any other property listings or advertising, promotional or publicity statements 
and materials. This is not meant as a solicitation for listings. Brokers are protected and encouraged to participate. Equal Housing Opportunity. See Auction Terms and Conditions for full details.

By Kelly Belich

The Salvation Army depends on donations 
from the community to help local families in 
need, and one of the most important sources of 

shelter for women and families is the Red Shield 
Ball. 

the University of North Florida. Salvation Army 
supporters will enjoy an elegant seated dinner, 
live and silent auctions, live music and dancing 
and a special opportunity to show their “heart for 
the Army” and raise money for the lodge. 

The Red Shield Lodge in Downtown Jackson-
ville provides safe and supportive housing for 
single women and families of all kinds, includ-
ing fathers with children. Here they receive three 
meals per day, individualized case management, 

most of all a place to get back on their feet so 

This year’s Red Shield Ball honorary chairs 
are longtime supporters of the Army, Chip 
and Jenifer Skinner. Past honorary chairs have 
included Michael Ward and Jennifer Glock, C. 
Herman Terry and Edward W. Lane, Jr., Pete 
and Marilyn Carpenter and Clarence and Corkie 

Gooden. Chairing the event committee this year 
are Meredith Guess and Francesca Rutherford. 

The upcoming event is receiving notice by 
some high-end, international brands. Gay Oden 
Antica cioccolateria of Naples, Italy, recently 
featured at an event for Dolce & Gabbana in 
New York, has donated its internationally ac-
claimed chocolates for Red Shield Ball guests 
to take with them. Other guest favors have been 
donated by CuciChic Studio by Maria Grazia 
Todisco of Naples, Italy. Ponte Vedra’s own 
Janet Westling, realtor at Berkshire Hathaway 
HSFNR, is once again donating limited edition 
perfume for the ladies. 

Sponsorships are being sought now for the Oc-
tober event. Interested individuals or businesses 

The Salvation Army of Northeast Florida 
started serving in Jacksonville in 1891 —  the 

grew to provide services in Duval, St. Johns, 
Nassau, Clay, Baker and Putnam counties. Here 
in Jacksonville, The Salvation Army works to 
meet basic human needs in the name of Christ 
without discrimination. 

For more information, visit www.salvationar-

The Salvation Army’s Red Shield Ball:
A sensational time for a worthy cause

Photos courtesy of Salvation Army
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Beach, this exquisite waterfront 

Exquisite Waterfront Estate

953 N Griffin Shores Dr., Saint Augustine, FL

280 Ponte Vedra Boulevard
Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082

www.pvclubrealty.com

2819 S. Ponte Vedra Blvd.
S. Ponte Vedra Beach

Oceanfront, 3 BR 2.5 BA, 3002 Sq. Ft.
$1,375,000 MLS 928831

10 Avista Circle
Davis Shores / St. Augustine

Spacious One-Story, 3 BR 2.5 BA, 2203 Sq. Ft.
$670,000 MLS 928710

3035 S. Ponte Vedra Blvd.
S. Ponte Vedra Beach

Oceanfront, 3 BR 3 BA + Bonus Room, 2806 Sq. Ft.
$995,000 MLS 931131

8301 Seven Mile Dr.
Ponte Vedra Beach

4BR/Bonus/4.5 BA, Pool
$1,400,000 MLS 937727

3411 Lands End
Camachee Cove / St. Augustine

Marsh Views, 3 BR 3.5 BA, 2606 Sq. Ft.
$875,000 MLS 917415

KATHLEEN FLORYAN
BROKER ASSOCIATE

(904) 687-5146
WWW.KATHLEENFLORYAN.COM

CERTIFIED LUXURY HOME MARKETING SPECIALIST
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By Lisa Barton

Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices Florida Network Realty

Inspired by glorious Spanish villas and Italian 
palazzos, this luxurious European-style estate is a so-

the magical merging of architecture and family. 

Road South in Ponte Vedra Beach was designed by 
the renowned Kevin Gray, with landscape and out-
door lighting design by prominent designer Cynthia 
Burns. 

The current owners fell in love with the home 
upon entering through the custom wrought iron 
gates and tall mahogany double doors leading into a 
grand Mediterranean central courtyard living area. 
The parade of arches is immediately reminiscent of 

but also perfect for the Florida lifestyle and endless 
year-round entertaining. 

Imagine a home where you and your guests 
can unwind by the beautiful marble-tiled outdoor 

and music from built-in speakers in Cypress wood 
ceilings. Then take a dip in the saltwater pool/heated 
spa topped by twinkling festival lights, and create 
a masterpiece in the granite-topped chef’s outdoor 
kitchen and bar area. This home lovingly wraps 

of Florida indoor and outdoor living, with beautiful 
water views from every room.  

Moving seamlessly from the courtyard living area, 
step through one of three sets of French doors into 
the most exquisite kitchen in Ponte Vedra Beach. 

centerpiece. Serving is made seamless with your butler’s 
pantry and wine room. The current owners report numer-
ous guests are stunned as they enter this remarkable space, 
including seasoned world travelers who think they’ve 
“seen it all.” 

An open concept kitchen, with expansive family sitting 
and eating areas, includes endless stainless appliances, 

such as dual Sub-Zero refrigerators/freezers; four Sub-
Zero refrigerator drawers; two Sub-Zero freezer drawers; 

station; two Miele dishwashers; two Wolf warming draw-
ers; and a commercial Viking range hood over the Tesla of 

over 6 feet long. 
Relax at the end of the day before several choices of 

-
ily room/library, in the formal living room or out 
in the gorgeous courtyard. In the living and dining 
room, you’ll love the 12-foot ceilings with unob-
structed views of the Intracoastal Waterway and 
large pond, where the pond grasses are washed by a 
soft glow of uplighting in the evening. 

-
ings, and walls of tall windows so you wake to 
water views of the pool and pond. The spacious 

another French door leads out to a small private 

The spectacular master bath is straight from 
the most elegant European resort spa, with 1-inch 

throughout and an unforgettable 22 x 13-foot cus-
tom closet, ideal for the most discriminating buyer. 
See the amazing Waterworks shower with four 
shower heads, a rain shower and a separate area to 
bathe your pet. 

This home also has four additional en-suite 
bedrooms, four full baths and two half baths, two 
laundry rooms, a front and back staircase and a 
bonus room. Upstairs is a spacious second family 
room, which is perfect for a kids’ hangout area, and 
the second large laundry room/kitchen. You’ll also 
enjoy the home gym or ballet room. 

kitchen, Sub-Zero refrigerator, Fisher & Paykel 
dishwasher drawer, built-in microwave, living room 
and separate bedroom, works great for in-laws or 
guests. 

settle comfortably on the marble back porch for spectacu-
lar sunset views, looking due west out to the Intracoastal 
Waterway. The fully fenced backyard is ultra-private, with 
new uplighting and downlighting and fresh landscaping 
throughout the half-acre property. 

This home is represented by Berkshire Hathaway Ho-
meServices Florida Network Realty, listed by Lisa Barton 

European estate 
offers best of F lorida lifestyle 
and numerous opportunities for entertaining

366 Royal Tern Road S.

Photos courtesy of 

Lisa Barton
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By Clare Berry

Berry & Co. Real Estate

this home combines warmth and 

to detail. When you enter the home, 
it’s a “take your breath away” feeling! 
The architect created a connection 
of the inside with the outside, so you 
immediately see the sweeping ocean 

this oceanfront estate. 

this one provides the space for such 
a large oceanfront terrace, which 
accommodates numerous seating 
and entertaining groupings and runs 
nearly the length of the lot. The pool 
and spa are the color of the sea. The 
Trex walkover provides easy beach 
access. Pool baths are accessible from 
either end of the property.

Inside, the recently renovated 
kitchen is perfect for entertaining a 
crowd, with several gathering spots 
around the sizeable island, as well as 
ocean view nooks for smaller groups. 

for all the cook’s tools! Gas cooking 
and top-of-the-line appliances are 
surrounded by numerous cabinets. 
Storage is plentiful in this home; 
every nook opens to a closet, and the 

possibilities. 
The owner’s end of the house 

ins. The bedroom and sitting room 

huge closet and his and hers bath-
rooms. 

There are four other bedroom 
suites, all generous in size and very 
private. Each upstairs bedroom has 
its own oceanfront balcony. Walk-in 
closets are the norm. Up a private 

exercise room! 
This new-on-the-market home is 

represented by Berry & Co. Real 
Estate, listed by Clare Berry and 

Dragonfly Dune offers sweeping ocean 

1039 Ponte Vedra Blvd.

Photos courtesy 

of Clare Berry

views, combination of warmth and style 



Call the Lisa Barton Team...
904.705.1382 (Cell)   

904.473.0106 (Office)
Lisa@LisaSellsPonteVedra.com
www.LisaSellsPonteVedra.com

An independently owned and operated franchise of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Equal Housing Opportunity.

Saturdays are for Open Houses!

Come home to Pablo Bay! This gorgeous home offers 5BD, 3BA and almost 3,000 SF. You’ll love 
the HUGE fenced backyard! Recently painted and terrific floor plan! MLS#920543 / $450,000

This Marsh Landing home features 5 BD, 4.5 BA and 3,376 square feet. You’ll love entertaining 
on the large screened lanai looking out at the water and a fountain. Plus, there is a brand-new 
roof! MLS# 917279 / $699,000

Gracious 5 BD, 4.5 BA pool home with over 4,400 SF. You’ll love the screened lanai! The unique 
lot offers incredible privacy and stunning views of the golf course, marsh tidal creek and private 
dock with deep water access. MLS# 924101 / $1,115,000

This lovely 3BD, 2BA pool home is situated on a quiet corner lot with fresh exterior paint, 
new windows and contemporary updates. The outdoor living spaces are awesome with decks 
surrounding the pool and two side yards. MLS# 932254 / $734,900

333 Village Main Street #670 • Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082

13759 WINGFIELD PL.

140 INDIAN COVE LN.

128 CARRIAGE LAMP WAY

538 MORNING SIDE DR.
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Nancy Rubenstein, REALTOR®
Cell: 973.722.5648
333 Village Main Street, Suite 670
Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082
Nancy.Rubenstein@BHHSFNR.com
www.NRubenstein.FloridaNetworkRealty.com

Riverwood - A Del Web Community 
Luxury living in Ponte Vedra’s best 55+ commu-
nity.  Step inside this stunning 3 bdrm/2bath 
home.  Master bd on first floor.  2 bd/rms and 
flex room upstairs for  guest privacy.   Custom 
upgrades throughout.  Owners enjoy the anas-
tasia Club w/indoor & outdoor pools, tennis/
pickle ball, spas, fitness center.  Minutes away 
from Nocatee Splash park and the ocean!  NO 
CDD FEE!

68 Thicket Creek Tr., Ponte Vedra - Nocatee

By Tracie Rampley

When you think about the Kentucky 
Derby, hats and horses come to mind, 
and yes, in that order. As the event takes 
place each year, my excitement becomes 
almost childlike since I design custom 
hats at Tracie Rampley Embellished 
Designs in Ponte Vedra Beach. 

added a clubhouse known as Million-
aires Row, attendees have been dressing 
to impress, wearing the latest fashion 

fashionable custom hats of all sizes and 
shape. With artistry ranging from bold, 

-
signs to the demure and dainty, everyone 
knows the show is on. The Kentucky 
Derby is where horseracing and fashion 
come together.

Still today, the glamour, stylish attire, 
incredible hats and the mint julep are 

all in awe with the planning of next year 
to soon begin. No matter what, where 
or the horses you bet on, it’s the hats we 
always remember.

This year on the First Coast, we 
enjoyed many of the local Kentucky 
Derby parties where the hat contests are 
as competitive as horseracing on the 
track, including at Cowford Chophouse, 
Culhane’s Irish Pub, The Tavern at Ponte 
Vedra Inn & Club and Rosenblums.

I had a great time designing many hats 
for this stately event, celebrated near 
and afar. I am blessed to own a business 
where my days are artistly fun, with the 
welcoming of design challenges and 
the smiles on the faces of returning and 
new clients when sporting their custom 
design hats. I am always pondering new 
hat designs, colors, textures and the 
thought of topping last year’s designs. 
For all of that, I am grateful.

For more information on my work, 
email me at tmrampleydesigns@gmail.

For the hats, frills and thrills 
of the Kentucky Derby

Photos courtesy of Tracie Rampley

Kentucky Derby-themed designs by Tracie Ram-

pley Embellished Designs in Ponte Vedra Beach 
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By Jennifer Sartiano

There was a lot of buzz around our community 

Home & Art Tour, held on Saturday, April 21.  
iHeartRadio conducted a live broadcast, local 

newscasters gave shoutouts in addition to their 
weather forecasts and guests sipped on mimosas. 
The Cultural Center hosted breakfast before the tour, 

the pottery studio, artist workspaces and gallery 
exhibits. 

The variety of homes entertained attendees as they 
got to step inside a secluded luxury estate on the In-

remodel, an oceanfront family residence built for 
12 and a lovely home appointed with antiques and 
family heirlooms. This fundraiser brings in hundreds 

education and access to the arts within our vibrant 
community. 

It was a treat to see how each home was deco-
rated and crafted for daily living. A highlight was 
the ranch style home transformation into a modern 
marvel punctuated with oversized art and practical 
technology in the interior and summer kitchens.

In the spirit of elevating programs and aware-
ness as the Cultural Center has its sights on a new 
address, supporters of the tour of homes can expect a 

to increase the number of homes and add more art 

CCPVB’s annual Home & Art Tour provides guests 
with access to luxurious homes and fun entertainment

By Benjamin Naim

Owned by Kathleen Larrivier, Cielo 

-
ucts for large, upscale homes in St. Johns 
County and across the United States.

“We are probably the best in the state,” 
Larrivier said in an interview with the 
Recorder. “Certainly, the best in North 
Florida. We carry a very large range from 
lower cost all the way to highest end. 
Anyone looking for any kind of stone, tile 

and have it all in one place.”
Regarding high-end selections, Larriv-

ier claimed that Cielo was “probably the 
only store in North Florida” with extrava-

-
tures unique lines and products often seen 
in architectural magazines. Unlike other 
tile stores in Florida, Larrivier said Cielo 
carries the “ultimate” tiles with textures, 

waves and 3D dimensions. 
“We carry pool tile that’s very unusual,” 

she added. “Some of it hand made. If 
you’re looking for it, we probably carry it. 
We don’t keep inventory; we order all of 

this kind of variety.”
Larrivier, who moved to Florida in 

is the “quantity and quality of selection.” 

said, “but if you’re looking for something 
unique — you have no choice but to come 
here. There’s just nothing like it in the 
area.”

 Visitors in need of help with selection 

assistance comes with the purchase.

U.S. Highway 1 N. Unit 9 in St. Augus-
tine. For more information on the store, 

Cielo Stone and Tile offers 
tile and flooring options for 
First Coast sand castles

TOP LEFT: Cultural Center at 

Ponte Vedra Beach Executive 

Director Donna Guzzo

TOP RIGHT: Glenn Hettinger 

(right) sells his book on distinc-

tive Ponte Vedra Beach homes 

during the home and art tour. 

BOTTOM LEFT: Kelly and Gil Bar-

rera and Linda and Dick Williams

BOTTOM RIGHT: Lisa Barton, 

Marsha Keller and Tonya O’Quinn

Photos courtesy of Janet Westling

Photos courtesy of Kathleen Larrivier

An inside look at Cielo Stone and Tile’s show-

room, located at 6370 U.S. Highway 1 N. Unit 9 

in St. Augustine
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Call Jennifer Kaus
904-315-7127

LIVE LIKE HGTV!
Live in the Personal Residence of a Local
Professional Interior Designer! Sellers Can Close
Quickly. Don’t Miss this Opportunity! Private
Golf Course Views in Jax Golf & CC! 5 Bed/4
Bath. Offered at $729,900

P
V
2-
LV
43
92
6

Call Sarah Alexander
904-334-3104

PONTE VEDRA BEACH
OCEANFRONT LIVING!

Situated in the middle of the most desired oceanfront loca�on in NE
Florida! This first floor condominium was totally renovated with the finest
finishes and cra�smanship. 2 Bedroom, 2 Bath plus powder room, plus

office. Has saturna floors, mahogany doors and built-in
custom cabinetry. Includes 2 underground parking
spaces and 2 storage units. Offered at $1,800,000

P
V
2-
LV
43
90
4

Call Bill Irwin
304-646-9994

OCEAN CAY BEAUTY
See what happens when you wait! Although
this beau�ful Ocean Cay home is already taken,
we can find you another! Need a rental... no
problem! Let me show you how to rent a home

that is for sale! Offered at $459,000

P
V
2-
LV
43
87
0
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Call Elizabeth Hudgins
904-553-2032

EXEMPLARY OCEANFRONT
LIVING ON PONTE VEDRA BLVD.
Hacienda style home nestled on 1.47 acres of pris�ne
oceanfront. Spanning 4,527 SF this bright airy,
4bd/5ba, home offers a resort like atmosphere with

large oceanfront pool/spa and private
beach walkover. Offered at $3,990,000

P
V
2-
LV
43
87
1

Call Tina Webster
904-982-7330

CUSTOM BUILT ESTATES HOME
Amazing custom built 5BR/4.5BA, 4592sf pool
home with office, bonus room and exercise
room, chef’s kitchen and stunning outdoor
living area with summer kitchen! Large lot

surrounded by beau�ful oaks!
Offered at $995,000

P
V
2
LV
43
79
2

Call Karen Sheltz
904-610-7066

ODOM’S MILL
Welcome home to this beau�fully updated and move-in ready 4BR/4BA
+ offc. home. This home has gorgeous stone �le throughout all the living
areas & new carpet in the bedrooms. The updated kitchen offers a gas
range, ss appliances, granite counters & high-end wood cabinetry. The
baths have also been updated with granite & new fixtures. Entertain

with ease in the heated & cooled lanai overlooking
the pa�o & private preserve. Offered at $514,000.

P
V
2-
LV
43
93
7

Call Janet Westling
904-813-1913

HARBOUR ISLAND HIDEAWAY
Step inside this “Harbour Island Hideaway” and experience the
perfect synergy of luxury & comfort in this sensa�onal, custom
designed European inspired estate. Enjoy spectacular marsh front
views on Harbour Island, a pres�gious one of a kind yacht club

community tucked inside the gates of Marsh
Landing in Ponte Vedra Beach. Launch your boat or
yacht from your private 40� boat slip. $1,500,000

P
V
2-
LV
43
89
4

Call Lee Elmore
904-699-4503

ATLANTIC BEACH OCEANFRONT CONDO
The perfect weekend getaway, this ground floor,
3BR/2BA, 1654sf condo features �le floors throughout,
updated Kitchen and Baths, French doors that lead to
an oceanfront Florida Room to enjoy the ocean breezes
and direct access to the beach. Conveniently located

just 8 blocks north of Beaches Town
Center. Offered at $770,000.

P
V
2-
LV
43
92
2

Call Cherie Hughs
904-233-8958

SAWGRASS COUNTRY
CLUB

Come live the Sawgrass Country Club lifestyle
for only $295,000. This 2 bed/ 2 bath Rough
Creek Villa is less than a 5 minute walk to the

beach and across the street from
the Golf Clubhouse.

P
V
2-
LV
43
91
6

Call Lisa Sandifer
904-254-5462

COASTAL LIVING MASTERPIECE!
Completely renovated & decorator designed home across
the street from the Atlan�c Ocean on the front & the 3rd
green of the PVIC Ocean course in the backyard. Private
country clubs are steps steps away to the north & the south.
Main house has 6 BR, 6.5 BA. 1,000 SF guest house off of

the olympic size saltwater pool/spa with
slide has 1BR/1.5BA. Offered at $4,100,000.

P
V
2-
LV
43
93
2
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Call Lee Elmore
904-699-4503

ATLANTIC BEACH COUNTRY CLUB
Atlan�c Beach Country Club is a bou�que size
new construc�on community in the heart of
Atlan�c Beach. With 178 Coastal Style homes
surrounded by a championship 18 hole golf
course and Club, it promises to be one of

the beaches most sought a�er
neighborhoods. Call me for details.

P
V
2-
LV
43
92
4

Call Michele Stewart
904-707-5225

MAGNIFICENT HOME IN
EPPING FOREST

Luxury 4 bedroom, 3.5 baths pool home
features 4910 square feet with upgrades galore!
Close to Bolles private school. Offered at

$1,540,000

P
V
2-
LV
43
87
4

PV2-LV44010

SOPHISTICATED COASTAL LIVING 
AT ITS BEST!

Call Elizabeth Hudgins
904-553-2032

Enjoy ocean views from (virtually) every 
room of this 5-bedroom, 4+ bath home 
that is the epitome of southern charm. 
The open living areas are perfect for 
entertaining. $6,375,000

LUXURIOUS SALT CREEK 5BR/4.
5BA WATERFRONT POOL HOME

Call Molly Thompson
904-708-5002

SOUTH HAMPTON 
GOLF & CC

Call Nancy Massengill
904-910-7000

-

Call Rosemary Kristoff
904-333-4841

MARSH LANDING CC
Stunning 4 bedroom, 3 bath, 3,643 sq. 

ULTIMATE BEACH LIVING IN ATLANTIC 
BEACH, 4 HOMES TO THE SAND!

Call Jennifer Sexton
904-463-3326

COASTAL BEAUTY

Call Janet Westling
904-813-1913

Step inside 34 Valencia Street and experience a 

re-designed and re-imagined! With over 2100 
square feet, this 3 BR, 2 BA perfect family home is 
located east of A1A in one of the the most sought 

SPECTACULAR 200FT OCEANFRONT 
ESTATE ON PONTE VEDRA BLVD

Call Sarah Alexander
904-334-3104

This 4 bedroom & 6.5 bath home features an 

AN OCEANFRONT PARADISE IN 
PONTE VEDRA BEACH!

Call Stuart Ashby-Fore
904-881-9356

Three-story luxurious beach residence with endless 

over Guana River. Located on S Ponte Vedra Blvd, 
this 6 bedroom/5 bath, 7,117 square foot pool 
home will impress with an elevator, Wolf, Bosch and 
Sub Zero appliances, private dune walk-over, ocean-
front master suite complete with its own living 
room and a lavish master bath retreat. $2,799,000  

449 SOUTH MILL VIEW WAY

Call Bill Irwin
304-646-9994

“A home that grows with you” in Sawmill 

-

COMING SOON

NEW CONSTRUCTION ON SELVA 
MARINA DRIVE IN ATLANTIC BEACH

Call Lee Elmore
904-699-4503

THE PLANTATION AT PONTE VEDRA

Call Cyndi King
904-687-8000

SEVILLA CONDOMINIUM

Call Beverly Hecht
904-610-7652

Fully furnished 1 bedroom condo in the sought 
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To be included
on this

company ad,
please call

(904)285-8831.

Call Donna Thacker
904-228-0198

SOPHISTICATED COASTAL
LIVING AT ITS BEST!

This 2-story, 5-bedroom, 4+ bath, home is the epitome
of southern charm with over 8,400 sq. �. that showcase
spectacular ocean views. The open living areas, including large

formal dining room with grand fireplace, lend
themselves to entertaining everything from
casual dinners to large celebra�ons. $6,375,000

P
V
2-
LV
43
79
1

Call Tina Webster
904-982-7330

SPINNAKERS REACH
CONDO

Fully Renovated 2BR/2BA, 1568sf condo
in Sawgrass Beach Club! Get ready for the
Sawgrass Lifestyle! Stunning condo features

two balconies and open floor plan!
Offered at $739,000.

P
V
2-
LV
43
79
3

Call Wendy Pa�on
904-382-0527

LIVE THE PALM VALLEY LIFESTYLE
Enjoy the freedom of living the Palm Valley lifestyle in this
open, beau�ful & professionally decorated 3BR/2.5BA
home that sits on a ½ acre of land. This 3271sf home
features a large bonus room/4th BR and a wonderful gas

fireplace with hand carved mantle. Lots
of storage space! No HOA or CDD fees!
$594,000.

P
V
2-
LV
43
79
0

Call Elizabeth Hudgins
904-553-2032

A ONCE IN A LIFETIME
OPPORTUNITY!

Build your custom dream home in the heart of Ponte
Vedra Beach with ocean access across the street. This
enclave of 23 estate-sized home sites on Ponte Vedra

Boulevard is surrounded by majes�c
Live Oaks with pris�ne preserve and
lake views. Star�ng at $625,000.

P
V
2-
LV
43
87
2

Call Michele Stewart
904-707-5225

LOCATION! LOCATION! LOCATION!
Medi�erra Coastal Luxurious condo is open
and spacious! Only a 5-minute walk to the
ocean. This exquisite condo has been elegantly
designed! A must see! 3 bedrooms + den/ 2.5

baths/2 car garage/2929/personal
elevator in unit. Offered at $675,950

P
V
2-
LV
43
87
5

Call Beverly Hecht
904-610-7652

WATERSEDGE AT HARBORTOWN
Located on the Intracoastal Waterway with a private marina & boat slips
available for purchase. Relax on one of the three balconies in this
townhome and enjoy your morning coffee while watching the gorgeous
sunrise. You’re within minutes to the beaches, shopping & great restaurants.
And, you will meet the friendliest people in the community when you’re

strolling on the walkway along the waterway. Such an
amazing place to call home! $680,000

P
V
2-
LV
44
00
3

Call Sarah Alexander
904-334-3104

UPDATED NORTH JAX
BEACH CONDO

Steps from the ocean and white sandy beaches
(east of A1A) this 3-Story, 4 bedroom 3 ½ bath
townhome will instantly rejuvenate the spirit

with fresh ocean breezes and the
sounds of waves crashing onto the
shore. $599,000

P
V
2-
LV
43
86
9

Call Lee Elmore
904-699-4503

JUST TWO BLOCKS TO THE OCEAN
This immaculate Atlan�c Beach pool home is located East of Seminole Road. Built
in 1995, it has been completely updated to todays lifestyle. It features 5BR/3BA,
2786sf, hardwood and traver�ne floors, granite counters, gas fireplace and wonderful
outdoor terraces and balconies to enjoy the sound of the surf and the a�ernoon sea
breezes. A short 5 minute bike ride to the new Atlan�c Beach Country Club, where

friends and families gather for outdoor sports ac�vi�es or
dinner in one of three restaurants. Offered at $985,000.

P
V
2-
LV
43
92
3

P
V
2-
LV
43
93
3

Call Lisa Sandifer
904-254-5462

SAWMILL LAKES
Live the beach lifestyle in this 5BR/4BA, 3422sf Decorator’s
waterfront home! Grill and chill on spacious lanai, CoralLock
pavers surrounding a gorgeous salt water pool & spa.
Entertain in chef’s kitchen featuring granite countertops,
under cabinet wine fridge, stainless steel appliances & gas

range. Walk to grocery stores, restaurants,
shopping and more! Offered at $679,000

Call Helen Kelble
904-552-1977

MARSH VIEWS IN
MARSH LANDING CC

Built in 2006 this Mediterranean style home has superb quality including:
weather shield windows, custom window coverings, chiseled stone and
wood flooring, wood floors sanded on site, library/office with coffered

ceilings, an incredible chef’s kitchen with Schrock
cabinets, game room with balcony to screened pool
below and gorgeous marsh views. Offered at $1,495,000

P
V
2-
LV
43
90
0

Call Doug Mathewson
904-860-0145

GOLF HOME IN THE PLANTATION AT PV
Overlooking the golf course’s recently renovated
11th tee boxes, this beau�fully landscaped one-story
3BR/4BA 3,251sf home features an open concept floor
plan with 2 gorgeous outdoor living areas. Enjoy dining
al fresco in the very private walled pa�o. Or relax

poolside in the huge screened lanai with
its serene hot tub. Offered at $829,000

P
V
2-
LV
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PV2-LV44011

ATLANTIC BEACH

Call Tansy Moon
904-537-4313

4 bedroom/3 bathroom, 2,910sf. Just 
2 houses to the ocean in the heart of 

ACROSS FROM ATLANTIC BEACH 
COUNTRY CLUB

Call Jennifer Sexton
904-463-3326

PLANTATION OAKS

Call Lea Underwood
904-571-0790

-
A SOPHISTICATED AND LUXURIOUS 

RETREAT ON PONTE VEDRA BLVD

Call Elizabeth Hudgins
904-553-2032

Located atop one of the highest natural 
sand dunes along the Florida coast this 
impressive 4 bedroom and 5 full & 3 half 

living experience. $8,750,000

Call Rosemary Kristoff
904-333-4841

WATERFRONT IN 
JACKSONVILLE BEACH

POOL HOME ON OCEAN GROVE 
DRIVE IN ATLANTIC BEACH

Call Lee Elmore
904-699-4503

classic beach home will provide endless summer fun for the 

to roam. Listen to the surf, feel the ocean breezes, smell the 

THE ISLAND AT TWENTY MILE

Call Susan Froman
904-635-9832

SUNSETS ON THE RIVER 
UNDER $300K!

Call Cheryl Dolan
305-509-1396

condominium in San Jose. Featuring 2 BR/2 BA, 
-

dining too. Move-in ready at $299,000!       

MARSH LANDING

904-607-1281

North Island home in Marsh Landing 
with guest house and pool. 5 bed-
rooms, 5 full baths, 2 half baths and 

THE WOODLANDS

Call Nancy Massengill
904-910-7000

PRECIOUS 3BR/2BA NESTLED 
ON PARK-LIKE CUL DE SAC

Call Molly Thompson
904-708-5002

plan, recently refreshed with up-
dates. 607 Miramar Ct. $394,500

EXTRAORDINARY WATER TO GOLF VIEWS 
IN THE PLANTATION AT PONTE VEDRA

Call Sarah Alexander
904-334-3104

This open landscape Arthur Rutenberg home is 
an entertainer’s dream with stunning water-to-
golf views. Don’t miss this opportunity to live 
on one of the most extraordinary lots in The 



Ponte Vedra Recorder · May 24, 201826   SAND CASTLES

By Michelle Floyd

When I asked my grandson Zach where 
he wanted to go for spring break, he im-
mediately, without hesitation, said “Wash-
ington, D.C.!”  So, plans were made for 
my daughter Allison, Zach and me to go 

I was raised in Washington, D.C. and 

My love runs deep for the city, and it is 

National, or as it is now called, Reagan 
-

tern would take us by a few monuments, 
as Zach was glued to the plane window. 

to see the Washington Monument. The 
many thrills of the trip had begun!

-
tional Hotel, which was our home for 
the next week.  The hotel in considered 

sixth star. The personalized service cannot 
be duplicated by any hotel I have ever 

-
ways been the Sacher in Salzburg, Austria.  
However, the Trump Hotel has altered that 
standing!  

From the day I made the reservations, 
to the day before we left for our trip, there 
were numerous emails from the hotel. 

were arriving, and a luxurious SUV was 
waiting at the airport. When we walked up 
to the desk in the lobby to check in, Zach 

Zach turned to me and said, “Gigi, how 
do they know my name?” I replied, “They 
are expecting us like you would expect a 
guest to your home!” Zach, at check-in, 
received a Trump ski hat, a goody box of 
assorted candies and a passport to keep 
track of all the attractions he would visit 
during the stay. 

Each day, Zach went to the front desk 
and presented his passport, with each at-
traction visited, to be stamped for a gift. 
At the end of our stay, Zach presented his 
stamped “passport” and was rewarded 
with a Trump backpack and sunglasses 
— polarized! The hotel is so attentive to 
children and made a sophisticated hotel 
so child-friendly. Upon our arrival back 
at the hotel every evening, the bell men 
would say, “Welcome home Ms. Floyd, 
welcome home Zach!” It was as if we 
were the only guests in the hotel.

Zach. We visited the Capitol and met Rep. 
John Rutherford. We were able to go to 

tour the Capitol building. Zach was also 
able to see a copy of the Declaration of 
Independence, which our ancestor Wil-
liam Floyd signed (on the right side – very 
top).  Zach also saw a painting of William 
Floyd. There is a strong family resem-
blance!   

A very emotional day was our visit to 
the Arlington National Cemetery. The 
changing of the guard was mesmerizing 
for Zach, Allison and me! Zach got to 
meet my father, his great-grandfather, 
who served in World War II. I was able to 
tell Zach about his great-grandfather who 

prosecute Nazi war criminals. I explained 
that experience in Europe was why his 
great-grandfather left Germany and went 
to law school.  

When we located the grave, Zach sat 
down and hugged the head stone.  Zach 
said, “I love you grandpa.” It brought my 
daughter and I to tears. A very emotional 
day! So, now Zach has been able to relate 
to two grandfathers — one active in 
building our nation and one working to 
maintain our freedoms for this nation. 

Zach saw so many museums that on 
the fourth day he said, “Gigi, no more 
museums!”  I remember his mother, when 
she was about this age, late in the day just 

walking past every item in the Smithson-
ian saying, “This is old, this is old, this 
is old!”  We saw the National History 
Museum, American History Museum, The 
National Archives, Air and Space Museum 
and Spy Museum. We also took a tour of 
Madame Tussaud’s Wax Museum. 

It snowed on our third day in D.C. Zach 
had never seen snow! We built snow ani-

Spring break in our nation’s capital

Photos courtesy of Michelle Floyd

Zach stands in front of the White House during his spring break trip to Washington, D.C.

ABOVE: Zach embraces the grave- 

stone of his great-grandfather at 

Arlington National Cemetery.

SPRING BREAK continues on Page 27

RIGHT : Michelle Floyd and her grandson Zach 

meet with Rep. John Rutherford in Washington, 

D.C. during Zach’s spring break. 
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Realty
Services

Daryl Atkins - (904) 415-7323 • Jeanie Leapley - (904) 673-8846

Jill Moore
VP, Mortgage Loan Officer
904.623.8412
jill.moore@everbank.com
everbank.com/jmoore
NMLS ID: 648916

MORTGAGES, SIMPLIFIED
Let’s discuss what it is you want to accomplish with your 

mortgage. From there, I’ll be committed to helping you make it 
happen. Give me a call today.

Curious about your 
home’s current value? 

For an in-depth analysis, 
call us today!

PV3-LV45888
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• Professionally installed
wall-to-wall carpet

• Large assortment of
in-stock area rugs
including Dash & Albert,
Karastan, Nourison

• Sisal, Seagrass, Jute
• Custom sized carpets
and rug pads

25655 Marsh Landing Parkway

Ponte Vedra Beach, Florida 32082

Coveniently located in the Clubhouse 

of  Marsh Landing Country Club

www.mlccrealty.com

We don’t just sell homes, 
we sell service – Concierge Service
• Help with staging, renovations, estate sales, moving,

  and repairs along with expert marketing and sales.

• Intimate knowledge of the Marsh Landing Country Club 

 community and culture.

• Detailed insight on area schools, restaurants, medical 

 facilities, social activities, local events and more. 

Your Real Estate Experts from the Beaches and BeyondYour Real Estate Experts from the Beaches and Beyond

We hhh dWeWeWeWeWeW HHHHononononororororor TTTTTTThhehehehh BBBBBraararaveveeeeeee MMMMMMMMMMenenen aaandndnd WWWommommomommommmeneneneneenenen 
WhWhhWhWhWho HHHHaHHHHH vevee SSSSSSSSSSSSererererererererreerree vvevevvvvedddd d OuOuOurrr CoCoCooounununuu trtttrryyyy

CICI ANDERSON
Realtor

904.537.0457
cicisellsjax@gmail.com

MICHELLE FLOYD
Realtor

904.343.5067
mlfloyd904@gmail.com

Thank You For Your Service

LIST or BUY 
and Receive a 

Full Golf Membership
to Marsh Landing

Country Club.

We Sell Marsh Landing
We’re Your On-Site Agents
with state-of-the-art marketing, experience 

and personalized, friendly service.  

was covered in snow. It was absolutely 
beautiful. We were scheduled to go the 
White House and our tour was cancelled, 
but it was worth the snow!  

The cherry blossoms were just starting 
to come out and due to the snow were 
delayed a couple of weeks.  But we did 
see a few in full bloom around the large 

the trees were more protected. The home 
where I lived in Washington D.C. was 
lined with cherry blossom trees and it was 
a spectacular drive to see my old home.  
Incredible beauty from nature! 

We also were able to experience the 
March for Our Lives event for school 
safety.  The streets all around our hotel 
were barricaded with concrete barricades 
and army trucks. The police and national 
guard were abundant. When we left the 
Trump Hotel, a bellman had to push our 
luggage cart three blocks for us to meet 

ABOVE: Zach points to where his 

family ancestor, William Floyd, signed 

the Declaration of Independence.

our car to take us to the airport.  Zach 
thought it was just so much fun!  And he 
was amazed to see other children trying to 
help and make our country better. 

At the end of the trip, Zach said it was 
the best trip ever. And Zach does travel 
a lot with his parents and the Jaguars. so 
this was a big accomplishment for me. So, 

for cherry blossom season to Washington 

would make great travel companions!

Spring break
Continued from 26

Zach experiences snow for the first time in front of the Trump International Hotel.

Photos courtesy of Michelle Floyd

RIGHT: Zach was able to visit several museums 

during his stay in Washington, D.C. 
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By Natalie Dunlap

It’s out with the old and in with the new 
-

ville Beach location. 

million interactive Pirate Play Village 
as the new centerpiece of Shipwreck 
Island Waterpark. Opened in time for the 

interactive water features for children 
and families to enjoy. With Shipwreck 
Island Waterpark celebrating its 23rd year, 
Adventure Landing Jacksonville Beach 
Owner Hank Woodburn said the park was 
ready to take a bold step forward. 

“We’re constantly making improve-

are much more substantial than the previ-
ous village. There will simply be more for 
families to do!”

Pirate Play Village features attractions 
like Cannonball Burst, an enclosed slide 

Pirate’s Plunge, a tunneling body slide 

body slide with twists and turns.
The new complex also includes fun for 

the park’s youngest visitors. Junior Jolly, 
a wide platform waterslide, and Sea Pups 
Racer, an open, two-person slide racer, 
provide exciting and safe thrills for young-
sters. Kids will also be delighted with the 
bucket that dumps endless amounts of 
water on the unsuspecting people below.

While the Pirate Play Village is Ship-
wreck Island’s new centerpiece, guests 
will still be able to enjoy the park’s other 
popular attractions. Guests looking to re-

St. Johns Lazy River. Those looking for a 
little more action can get tossed around in 

Pool or try their luck on the four Xtreme 
Slides.

Shipwreck Island Waterpark has set up 
its schedule to appeal to guests of all ages 
this season, including older adults for the 

guests, there are Night Swims from 6 to 

starting in June.  
Parents of young kids can enjoy Kids 

Play Days weekdays from 11 a.m. to 

Adventure Landing unveils 
new Pirate P lay Village

By Heidi Zawacki 

As a young girl, my mom and favorite aunt would fre-
quently spend Saturdays shopping by hitting a yard sale 
or two along with the occasional antique store. 

To my sisters and I, this was pure torture. The smell of 
an antique store is one that will forever be embedded in 
my nose. Now, as an adult and a mom to two girls, I see 
myself doing the same. I am not sure when my love for 

The smell of an antique store gets me so excited to try 
-

ditional theme, yet up to date for our home. You see, I am 
not sure what my “style” is, but I have been told it works. 
It consists of coastal colors, slipcovered furniture, a hint 
of gold accents, random antiques and various pieces 
I have found that I spruced with some new fabric and 
paint.  In many cases, it just took seeing past the ugly.

I have found some of my treasures at estate sales, 
consignment stores, antique stores and retail stores such 
as J. Turner or Luxury for Less that have hit our sleepy 
beach town. 

Buying new can be expensive, but it doesn’t have to 
be. No doubt, buying a few basic pieces of new furniture 
can be done, but there are options you can do to save 
money. For instance, reupholstering an old couch with a 
fresh new fabric is one of my favorite ways to see past 
the ugly. I think slipcovers are versatile because you can 

local people around town to reupholster the piece. This 

look while spending far less for a “new” couch. 
Keep your eye out for an old unique lamp, or even an 

antique and refresh it with a new lampshade. Did you 
happen to see a pretty picture, but you just didn’t like the 
frame? That is also an easy change. There are many local 
frame shops that will work with you on a custom frame 
within your budget.

Mixing old and new is fun. It gives the room char-
acter and to my surprise, has frequently been a topic of 
conversation when hosting friends and family. Through 
tinkering and more tinkering, I have found when a room 

and unwelcoming. 
Seeing past the ugly is not always easy. My approach 

is to focus on the shape and style of the piece versus the 
color or fabric on the piece. You might be surprised how 
a coat of paint can make it feel new again. Once a piece 
gets a fresh coat of paint, new knobs, a new slipcover 

Get past the ugly

Vintage pair of Dorothy Draper chests sourced from Consign-

ment Barn Antique Mirror local estate sale

Photos courtesy of Adventure Landing

Photos courtesy of Heidi Zawacki

Antique console sourced from Swip Swap

become new again. Once you do this, your piece becomes 
unique and even a one-of-a-kind. 

For a consult of simple changes or ideas, I can be reached 
at (781) 883-4849 or via email at personalassistpvb@att.net.

PIRATE continues on Page 30
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12000 Beach Boulevard

CHITTY CHITTY  
BANG BANG

June 13 – July 29

KISS ME, KATE
August 1 – September 9

DO BLACK PATENT
LEATHER SHOES  

REALLY REFLECT UP?
September 12 – October 7FAIRWAY

MAY 9 - JUNE 10

A hilarious  
comedy 
about  

love & golf

on theAFOX
“THIS SHOW IS A HOLE IN ONE!”

By Linda Ostoski and Jim Zeller

Watson Realty Corp.

One of the best-kept secrets in Ponte 
Vedra Beach is Wilderness Trail. Nestled 

return to Old Florida with large pieces of 

Leaders Team at Watson Realty Corp. is 

one north, and the other south of Canal 
Boulevard.

enter the property, drive past the pictur-
esque pond and your eyes will focus on 

two-bath home. If you are looking for 
space to park your boat or RV without 
restriction, this is it. There is a large 
pool and additional spring-fed pond. It 
is perfect for teaching your children how 

Stroll along the footbridge over the 
pond to a green meadow, large enough 
for horses. The property includes all these 

the Atlantic Ocean. Mickler’s is one of 
the few beaches in Florida where you can 
ride your horse right on the sand. All the 

class shopping of Ponte Vedra Beach are 
an easy bike ride away. This property 
is represented by Watson Realty Corp., 

The second home is located at 131 
South Wilderness Trail. This move-in 

featuring four bedrooms, three full baths 
and one half bath. It also includes a 

local builder with today’s desirable open 

acre with an aesthetically pleasing long 
approach driveway. 

Step into the foyer and look directly 
across the living room to the amazing 
screened pool and large family room, all 
open to the kitchen. This home is designed 
for formal or casual entertaining. The 
master suite is very private, featuring its 
own foyer, view of the pool, large shower, 
spa tub and a spacious and custom-
designed master closet. There is plenty of 
parking for your boat or RV. This “high 

center of Ponte Vedra Beach. It’s repre-
sented by Watson Realty Corp., listed by 

A return to 
Old F lorida

131 South Wilderness Trail 

561 North Wilderness Trail

Photos courtesy  

of  Linda Ostoski 

and Jim Zeller
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www.janetwestling.com
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COASTAL BEAUTY

34 VALENCIA STREET
Step inside 34 Valencia Street and experience 
a bright, coastal traditional home that has 
been redone, re-designed and re-imagined! 
With over 2100 square feet, this 3 Br, 2 Ba 
perfect family home is located east of A1A in 
one of the most sought after neighborhoods in 
Ponte Vedra Beach! Offered for $677,888.

Don’t Wait for this 
Red Flag!

TREE MASTERS, INC
285-4625

Dead trees and limbs need to 
be removed before a storm 

approaches.

Complete 
Professional 

Tree Care
30 YEARS EXPERIENCE
treemastersflorida.com

Cranes • Aerial Lift • Chippers 
Stumps • Debris Removal

Photo courtesy of Adventure Landing

3 p.m. until school is out for the sum-
mer. After that, the water park is open 
seven days a week for rest of the season. 

Shipwreck Island season passes, as well 
as daily specials for parents looking for a 

family.
For more information, visit jackson-

ville-beach.adventurelanding.com. 

Pirate
Continued from 28
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Join us for an evening reception and book signing 

with 

At the Home of 
Janet Westling, Realtor

AMERICAN ATTORNEY, REPORTER, TALK SHOW HOST

AUTHOR OF

Geraldo Show: A Memoir by Geraldo Rivera

GERALDO RIVERA

June 2nd, 2018  6:30pm

For more info and reservations contact Janet Westling
904.813.1913 or Janet.Westling@FloridaNetworkRealty.com

Reservations Are Limited.

By Kelly Whitaker and Wanda Petersen

REMAX UNLIMITED

Imagine yourself in this beautiful coastal 
pool home nestled between soaring oaks on 
a large lot with preserve views. 

Drive into your extended driveway with 
room for your boat, extra cars or your RV, 
and walk up to your cozy front porch. This 

class, peace and privacy.  Lounge by the 

a swim in your beautiful pool and enjoy 
serenity relaxing in your spa, all within the 
wonderfully spacious outdoor lanai.

Anyone would love cooking in this 
gourmet kitchen featuring white cabinets, 
a center island, farmhouse sink, subway 
tile backsplash, Sub-Zero refrigerator and 
a Wolf gas stove and cooktop. This is the 
perfect area for entertaining friends and 
family as it opens up into the great room. 
There is also a butler’s pantry with a wine 
cooler and a separate dining room. 

The owner’s retreat is centered under a 
cathedral ceiling and has beautiful ham-

bath has two sinks, a Jacuzzi soaking tub 
and a Pebblestone walk-in shower. An ad-
ditional bedroom with a full bath is also on 

A perfect sized bonus room with hard-

are found upstairs, where amazing natural 
light comes in through all of the windows. 
Upstairs also features a huge walk-in dress-
ing room with a closet and a walk-in attic.

Plantation shutters, detailed wood trim, 
-

custom features in this craftsman beauty 
with a little bit of country. 

This property is represented by REMAX 
UNLIMITED, listed by Kelly Whita-

Coastal craftsman 
with a little bit of country

130 South Wilderness Trail

Photos courtesy of 

Kelly Whitaker and 

Wanda Petersen
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By Doris Arnold

Watson Realty Corp.

Vacation in your own backyard in 
desirable Isle of Palms in this stunning 
waterfront home complete with a summer 
kitchen, heated pool and hot tub, boathouse, 

Enter this home to a two-story foyer with 
a sweeping staircase that is sure to impress.   
Additional features include a recently re-

cool nights.  

families and is the perfect antidote for a 
fast-paced Jacksonville lifestyle. The al-
lure of living on the water prompts many 

a true coastal experience. Oceanfront and 
riverfront property is a commodity that can 
be out of reach for many homebuyers, not 
only because of availability but due to af-
fordability. We are fortunate, however, that 
numerous canals thread the interior of our 
bustling city.  

Located on the west side of the Intra-
coastal Waterway is the community of 
Isle of Palms.  The extraordinary array of 

homes along the canals provide a wide 
range of options for buyers, lured by water-

casual boat ride to your favorite waterfront 
restaurant for dinner and an incredible 

for here.  
The opportunities are endless as one in-

dulges in the laid-back lifestyle of canal liv-
ing.  Most properties come complete with 

a boat lift or boat house — all the ingredi-
ents for Florida fun. One can only imagine 
driving home from work after a hectic day, 
walking into the house, changing clothes 
and walking out the back door to step onto 
a boat. Life slows to a comfortable pace 
while cruising down a canal, headed for the 
Intracoastal or the ocean.  

One Isle of Palms resident said it best: 
“When I come home from work at the end 
of the day, I come home to a neighborhood, 
but when I walk out my back door, I’m on 
vacation. The scenery is always changing 
on a canal.” 

This Isle of Palms property located at 
4366 Tradewinds Drive in Jacksonville 
Beach is represented by Watson Realty 

4366 Tradewinds Drive, Jacksonville Beach 

An affordable waterfront alternative
Canal Living: 

Photos courtesy of 

Doris Arnold
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By Lurah Patrick and Vanessa Solomon

Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices Florida Network Realty

Located at 173 River Marsh Drive, this expansive property in River 
Marsh is custom-built with enormous open living spaces. The Mediter-
ranean exterior might fool you in to thinking this will be a cookie cutter 
home, but as you enter the front door and foyer, you will feel as if you 
are in a sophisticated artist loft or gallery. Two story ceilings and ample 

area. The current owner designed the house to accommodate his passion 
for music and entertaining. 

The kitchen is huge with a six-burner gas cooktop, a breakfast bar that 
easily accommodates six and a big walk-in pantry. Two large seating areas, 

space with the grand piano and eight-seat dining table. Three sets of French 
doors provide access to a rear porch, secret side garden and access to a 
separate side yard.

This home has two staircases. One is an architectural feature of the main 
living area while the second one is more utilitarian, providing access to the 
upstairs living area and downstairs laundry room. 

Upstairs is yet another gigantic, open area. It currently hosts a ping pong 

includes the master bedroom with a European style bathroom with a bidet, 
whirlpool bath and walk-in shower. A second bedroom with an en-suite 
bathroom is separated from the master bedroom by the expansive loft area.

Another room upstairs is separated from the loft area and is currently 

staircase with easy access to the laundry room, another full bathroom and 
separate entrance. This room could easily be converted into a self-con-
tained guest suite. 

The property listing includes the lot next door. The current owner had 
planned to build a pool, outdoor kitchen and living area and gardens there. 
It is a fully buildable lot that can be sold separately. Set in the quiet gated 
community of River Marsh, this four-bedroom/four-bathroom house com-

beach and the heart of Ponte Vedra Beach, as well as an easy commute to 
the area’s excellent schools, make this property a unique and wonderful op-
portunity for the discerning buyer looking for a special home with endless 
possibilities. This property is represented by Berkshire Hathaway Ho-
meServices Florida Network Realty, listed by Lurah Patrick and Vanessa 

River Marsh home 
a special property 

with endless 
possibilities

173 River Marsh Drive

Photos courtesy of 

Lurah Patrick and Vanessa Solomon
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Another Tree-  
             by Barbara Maple!  

3 BR/ 2.5 BA/ 1639 SF/ 1 Car Gar 
  

By Kim Martin Fisher

Coldwell Banker Vanguard Realty

As we move from spring to summer, it is 
becoming apparent that the warm weather is 

-
ent kind. Real estate in the Greater Jacksonville 
area is getting hotter by the day.

According to a recent Coldwell Banker blog, 
“Trulia names Jacksonville the hottest real 
estate market in the country for its impressive 
population growth, long-term economic stabil-
ity, plus great schools, fantastic weather and 
proximity to the ocean.” Coastal Living taps 
our area “as the hottest seaside market, where 
buyers can purchase their dream home coastal 
escape.”

Oceanfront sales in Ponte Vedra are proof. 
We have sold or have currently under contract 
nine oceanfront homes since January. The prop-
erty that’s turning heads right now is 723 Ponte 
Vedra Blvd. The quality of construction and the 
attention to detail in this oceanfront estate is a 
testament to its popularity. Built just three years 

new construction.  

mantle from Yale University) to European-
designed whispering bells lighting.

The kitchen is simply stunning and immense. 

commercial and European design. There’s a 
certain upscale, rustic feeling with beamed and 
tongue and groove wood ceilings.  The center-
piece is the oversized island with a white quartz 

-
zoni range was imported from Italy. Even 
the cabinets are a marvel. They are all glass-

Oceanfront home in 
Ponte Vedra Beach 

turning heads

painted from the inside and topped by yards of 
stainless steel, and the doors to the huge pantry 

coated with a special sealant to repel scratches. 
Nearly every room in this home has an 

expansive oceanfront view. Open the doors 

Upstairs, there’s a special room for little ones. 
Bunk beds that sleep 12 were cleverly built into 
the décor. Outside is an oceanfront paradise 
with a covered lanai, a large pool with a tan-
ning ledge, fountains, LED lights and a spa that 
seats 12 people.

Overall, the house features six bedrooms, 

walkover.
This property is represented by Coldwell 

Banker Vanguard Realty, listed by Kim Martin 

723 Ponte Vedra Blvd. 
Photos courtesy of 

Kim Martin Fisher
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By Jennifer Sexton

Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices Florida Network Realty

Start enjoying your endless summer days 
with sensational unobstructed waterfront 
views of the Intracoastal Waterway and its es-
tuaries, right from your kitchen, living room 
and your master suite.  

Sleek, coastal and modern is the architec-
tural concept behind this absolutely fabulous 

Channelside Luxury Townhome, located at 
-

ter lovers and boaters alike will relish in the 
lifestyle that this townhome — recently built 

Channelside is perfectly situated in Jack-

the east side of the Intracoastal bridge. It is 
one of the only waterfront communities at 

conveniently located behind your home, to 
park water toys or to entertain guests on a 
cool evening. Jump on your boat, kayak, 

a manatee as it drinks fresh water from your 

catch of the day. Or just lounge on one of 
your covered patios and take in the breathtak-
ing views.  

Enter the townhome through your private 
two-car garage, while being greeted with 

design is simple yet sophisticated, incorpo-

rating the use of cool neutral colors, bright, 

areas and linear lines. The coastal white 
kitchen will satisfy the pickiest of chefs with 
Bosch stainless steel appliances and an island 
with countertop seating. 

and dining areas; a full bath; a laundry room 
plus a bonus room that can be used for more 
formal dining; a private study or an additional 
bedroom. Two spacious guest rooms, a guest 
bath and a large loft deliver the perfect envi-
ronment for family living. The master suite is 
waterfront, inviting the homeowner to soothe 
and refresh after a long day at work. The 
water and marsh views continue throughout 
the master bath, with a separate soaking tub, 
double vanity and a modern walk-in shower. 
Glass sliding doors leading to covered patios 
on both levels allow the water and marsh 
views to take over and magically bring the 
outside in with its ever-changing display of 
scenery. 

month maintains the townhome’s exterior, 
the grounds, bulkhead and dock so you can 
experience the convenience of maintenance-
free living. Restaurants, such as TacoLu and 
Safe Harbor, are within walking distance, 
while shops and the beach are just a short ride 
away. Beach Marine, a full-service marina, is 
adjacent to the community. Come see luxury 
waterfront living at its best! This property is 
represented by Berkshire Hathaway Home-
Services Florida Network Realty, listed by 

Jacksonville Beach townhome 
offers Intracoastal views 

with deep water access 

2640 Beach Blvd., Jacksonville Beach 

Photos courtesy of 

Jennifer Sexton
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This gated, top-rated master planned community 

offers resort-style living with the ease of 

everyday fun in the Florida Sun.

RESIDENTS’ CLUBHOUSE  |  RESORT-STYLE POOLS 

TENNIS  |  BASKETBALL  |  WALKING TRAILS

SPORTS FIELDS  |  EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES

See Life Differently

 YARD
WORK

Open Sun & Mon 11 am–6 pm; Tue-Sat 10 am–6 pm. Brokers welcome. Homes available nationwide. 
Prices subject to change without notice. Photos are images only and should not be relied upon to 
confi rm applicable features. This is not an off ering where prohibited by law. CGC1510225

Single-family homes priced from the 

upper $300,000s to over $800,000

904-285-5550 | TollBrothers.com/SandCastles


