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CAT OF THE DOG OF THE WEEK
WEEK Hil My name is Astro. Solutions correspond to last week’s puzzles.

Hello there. my
name is Cupid. |
am a 2-year-old

| am a neutered, male
Staffordshire bull ter-
| rier.lam 1% years old

male brown and | still have the en-
tabby. | live up | ergy of a puppy. | have
to my name spent my whole life in

because | am all
about lovel am
very lovable,
sweet and hap-
py! I love to get -

attention. | love to be petted. | love humans. |
am searching for love — don't let me search in
too many faces. Come on down and take me
to my new furreverrr home today! #57353

| arusty cage and | fi-

| nally have been saved,
but don't despair, this
place is awesome. |
love the treats and toys | get! The other dogs here are
so nice, and | give the girls lots of kisses (wink, wink).
Now all I need is a human family of my own so | can
show them all the love | have to give. So come see me.
You might just get some kisses too. #57147

Any new pet being introduced to a new home will need time to adjust to its new environment. Please rein-
force house training and behavioral training, and be mindful of interacting with other pets.

St. Johns County Pet Center

Cat adoptions are $30 for males and $40 for females. Dog adoptions are $45 for males and $60 for females.
Adoption fees include microchipping, neutering/spaying, rabies vaccinations and shots. The Pet Center is
located at 130 N. Stratton Road in St. Augustine, off US. 1 between County Road 210 and International Golf
Parkway. Business hours are Tuesday through Friday 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. and Saturday 9 am. to 4 pm.The
center is closed to the public on Sunday. On Monday, the office is open by appointment only to claim a lost
pet. For more information, please call the St. Johns County Pet Center at (904) 209-6190.

A chamber member, The Wedding Authority,
now has a presence in the former Visitor Infor-
mation Center. It now has offices in St. Augustine
Entrance to Ponte Vedra Beach Visitor and Ponte Vedra Beach.
Information Center moved

The entrance to the Ponte Vedra Beach Visitor
Information Center has moved to the other side
of the building at 200 Solana Road, Suite B.

All residents and visitors are invited to visit to
obtain maps, brochures and information at the
Ponte Vedra Beach Visitor Information Center.
The office also serves as an office for the St.
Johns County Chamber of Commerce.

St. Johns County COVID-19 vaccination
registration opens at 9 a.m. Feb. 18

St. Johns County received an allotment of
3,900 Pfizer vaccines from the State of Florida
this week. Registration will open at 9 a.m. on
Thursday, Feb. 18, for vaccination appoint-

BRIEFS continues on Page 3

."@ring Zoo Camp
T'egi\stration now open!

Register today at
jacksonvillezoo.org
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Daysi Jacobson

With 10 Years of IRS Experience!

We are here for you and your loved ones!
We are ready to prepare your
Personal & Business Tax Returns!

Tax Consulting, Tax Planning,
IRS Representation

Tax Resolution

® Payroll & Sales Tax Issues

® Balances, Tax Levies and Liens
® IRS Audit Assistance

Make your appointment today!
www.Jacobsonaccounting.com

Located at 2201 Sawgrass Village Dr, Ponte Vedra Beach 32082
Phone: (904) 285-1040

“Your local accounting Expert with over 10 years of IRS experience”

Briefs

Continued from 2

ments on Feb. 19, 22 and 24. Schedule an
appointment by going to https://tinyurl.
com/y52tcoaz or by calling the St. Johns
County COVID-19 Vaccination Hotline at
(904) 295-3711 after 9 a.m. on Thursday.
You will not be able to register for an ap-
pointment through the website or hotline
prior to 9 a.m. It is recommended that
vaccine recipients arrive no more than 15
minutes prior to their appointment. The
Pfizer vaccine requires a second dose in
21 days. Those who receive their first dose
through St. Johns County will leave with
an appointment scheduled for the second
dose. The limited number of COVID-19

vaccines St. Johns County receives from
the State of Florida determines appointment
availability. For updates regarding St. Johns
County’s COVID-19 vaccination program,
go to www.sjcfl.us/coronavirusvaccinations
or text SICVACCINE to 888777.

St. Johns County Utility Department
reinstating late fees and disconnections
The St. Johns County Utility Department
will begin reinstating disconnection of
service and assessing late fees for accounts
with past due balances on or after April 1.
To review your current account status or
to make a payment, call customer service
at (904) 209-2700, from 7:30 a.m. to 4:30
p.m. Monday through Friday, or the 24/7
automated phone system at (844) 752-8845
or by going to www.sjcfl.us/Utilities.

CUSTOM BUILDING & REMODELIN
SINCE 1962
RESIDENTIAL / COMMERCIAL

TOM TROUT, inc.

GENERAL CONTRACTOR

CBC026189

LUXURY
PORTFOLIO
INTERNATIONAL

WATSON

Realty Corp. REALTORS®

[P

LUAURY COLLEC

x’ T

3010 TIMBERLAKE PT. | PONTE VEDRABEACH,FL | 4BED | 4.5BATH | 4,477 SQFT | $2,399,000

Spectacular lakefront home in the heart of Sawgrass Country Club. Situated on one of the largest lots in Sawgrass, this updated 4-bedroom home
offers an upstairs bonus room, sunroom, home office, and amazing southerly views of the lake and golf course beyond. The chef of the house will
enjoy the large kitchen with top-of-the-line Viking appliances and gas stove-top. Enjoy formal dinners in the dining room and more casual meals in the
breakfast area or on the screened lanai. The 3-car garage has tons of storage space and room for a golf cart too! MLS 1085794

For more information, contact Murray & Elise Beard: 904.465.2784

Leading
TION

REAL ESTATE
COMPANIES
°2fF THE WORLD"

Interested in your home'’s value? Call our Watson Office: 904.285.6300

Like us on Facebook! Facebook.com/WatsonPonteVedra
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Tickets to THE PLAYERS on sale now

In response to health and
safety protocols, on-site

capacity will be reduced

Tickets to THE PLAYERS Champion-
ship 2021 went on sale to the general
public Tuesday, Feb. 16. THE PLAYERS
returns to TPC Sawgrass the week of
March 9-14, with a reduced fan footprint
to ensure that the health and safety of all
attendees remains the number one priority.

“We are looking forward to a great week
of golf for a limited number of fans at THE
PLAYERS Championship,” said Executive
Director Jared Rice. “Our team and orga-
nization have put a tremendous amount of
thought, effort and creativity into producing
a championship that will continue to engage
our entire Northeast Florida community and
generate charitable and economic impact.
As we have seen across the entire PGA
TOUR landscape, the health and safety
of everyone involved will remain our top
priority in 2021. With that as a backdrop,
we ask for our fans onsite to simply do their
part to ensure a safe event for themselves
and others in the community.”

All tickets to THE PLAYERS 2021 will
be mobile and must be purchased via THE-
PLAYERS.com/tickets. Each guest will be
allowed to purchase up to two tickets per

day, per account, while supplies last.

Daily ticket prices are as follows (prices
below do not include taxes): Tuesday,
March 9, $25; Wednesday, March 10, $25;
Thursday, March 11, $70; Friday, March
12, $80; Saturday, March 13, $80; Sunday,
March 14, $70.

Hospitality options: Fans interested
in upgraded experiences should go to
THEPLAYERS.com/hospitality for more
information.

Youth Days presented by Nemours
Children’s Health System: Up to two
youth, ages 15 and younger, will be admit-
ted free with a ticketed adult on Tuesday
and Wednesday only.

Military tickets: In support of height-
ened military restrictions limiting large
gatherings and adherence to comprehensive
health and safety protocols, this year’s
tournament will not include a Military Ap-
preciation ceremony, concert or hospitality
venue that traditionally hosts thousands of
military members and their families. How-
ever, THE PLAYERS maintains its com-
mitment to welcoming Northeast Florida
military members.

Complimentary admission will be
provided to active duty, retired, reserve
and National Guard members, and one
dependent, on Tuesday, March 9, and
Wednesday, March 10, while supplies last.

Valid identification and credentials are
required. Veterans with valid identification
can purchase discounted tickets on March
9 and 10, while supplies last (limited to
two tickets per veteran per day). Tickets for
Thursday through Sunday must be pur-
chased via THEPLAYERS.com/tickets.

To receive and redeem vouchers for
these tickets, military members and veter-
ans must follow these steps:

m Go to THEPLAYERS.com/tickets and
go to the “Military” dropdown icon to ac-
cess the verification system.

m Upon verification, a voucher will
be issued for each day (Tuesday and/or
Wednesday).

m The voucher must be printed and
redeemed at an off-site Will Call location
that has a new address in 2021: 13000
Sawgrass Village Circle, Building 1, Ponte
Vedra Beach.

No vouchers will be redeemed at on-site
entry gates.

PARKING

Parking passes are not included in any
ticket purchases. A separate parking pass
is required each day of tournament week,
Tuesday through Sunday, and must be pur-
chased online in advance via THEPLAY-
ERS.com/parking. Tuesday and Wednes-
day parking will be $15 per day, plus tax;

Thursday through Sunday is $40 per day,
plus tax. Parking will not be sold on-site.

New in 2021, all parking passes will be
digital. “Four or more for free” parking
vouchers will not be available. Rideshare
is available and will drop off and pick up
at the Couples entry off ATP Boulevard, a
short walk from the 15th hole.

HEALTH AND SAFETY

Guests will be expected to comply with
the health and safety protocols outlined at
PGATOUR.com/knowbeforeyougo.

Key protocols include:

m Follow the 3 Ws: wear a mask, wash
your hands, watch your distance.

m Masks are required at all times (in-
doors and outdoors). Masks will be offered
to those guests who forget to bring one.

m Social distancing must be practiced at
all times.

m No food or drink can be consumed
within 10 feet of the rope line.

m Upon arrival, guests will be required
to social distance and complete a health
questionnaire.

m The ticket-scanning and payment
processes will be digital and contactless
throughout tournament property.

Tournament staff and volunteers will as-
sist spectators with questions and protocols
on site.

New St. Johns County school named Pine Island Academy

By Shaun Ryan

“We are Pine Island Academy!” declared
Amanda Reidl, principal of the district’s
newest school, following its official nam-
ing Monday, Feb. 9.

The St. Johns County School Board
selected the name from five put forth
by a special committee at the board’s
Feb. 2 workshop meeting. The choice was
unanimous.

“I think it’s a great name,” said board
chair Patrick Canan prior to the vote. “I'm
all for it. It’s the one that seems to fit it
from my own perspective.”

The K-8 school is located at 805 Pine
Island Road near the extreme southern
edge of Nocatee. It is expected to open for
the 2021-22 academic year. The charter
enrollment would include 826 former Palm

s

Photo by Shaun Ryan

The newly named Pine Island Academy in St. Johns County is seen under construction.

Valley Academy students.

Reidl told the School Board that the new
school was an “identical replica” of Palm
Valley Academy, which should help ease
the transition for the students.

“They’re going to know where to go,”
she said. “They’ll know where classrooms
are. They’ll know where bathrooms are.”

Reidl facilitated a virtual community
meeting Jan. 11 to begin the naming pro-

cess, and 199 people participated. A com-
munity survey requesting name and mascot
suggestions followed and received 378
responses. A school naming committee met
Jan. 20 to narrow down the suggestions.
Fifty-seven people participated. On Jan.
25, 90 people attended another community
meeting to produce the results.

In addition to the winning name, sug-
gestions presented to the School Board

included: Coastal Palms Academy, Coastal
Pines Academy, River Valley Academy and
Tolomato River Academy.

Pine Island Academy was needed as
Palm Valley Academy was over capacity.
Though it was designed to accommo-
date only 1,490 students, enrollment has
exceeded 2,000. The new school will help
Palm Valley Academy to lower its enroll-
ment to about 1,200.

Students living in the Crosswater Village
communities, Coastal Oaks, Tidewater,
Snowden Village and along Pine Island
Road will attend the new school.

Reidl also told the board that the school
colors are purple and gray and that the stu-
dents themselves would select their mascot.

Top recommendations for mascot are:
Cougars, Coyotes, Dolphins, Manatees,
Pioneers and Terrapins.

New WeatherSTEM weather station comes to Jacksonville Beach

Jacksonville Beach has a new weather
monitoring system, WeatherSTEM. The
city’s Emergency Preparedness Divi-
sion and the state Division of Emergency
Management installed it as the result of a
Florida Severe Weather Network Grant.

The state-of-the-art weather station will
allow for more accurate weather forecast-
ing. It will provide live-streaming with
high-resolution cameras, weather health

and safety alert notifications, lightning de-
tection, heat-level monitoring and real-time
and future-cast radar information.

“Having the WeatherSTEM Weather
Station in Jacksonville Beach, on the
beach, will provide the ability for the
Ocean Rescue Division to monitor
weather conditions that can cause a threat
to bathers and beachgoers,” said Maxwell
Ervanian, prevention and training officer

for the Jacksonville Beach Ocean Rescue
Division. “The WeatherSTEM weather
station will also provide the ability for
visitors of Jacksonville Beach to view
weather, beach and ocean conditions,
looking east from the pier and looking
south down the beach from the pier.”
The station can be accessed at duval.
weatherstem.com/fswnjaxbeach or by
downloading the WeatherSTEM app

through the Apple App Store or on
Google Play. The station can be

found on Twitter and Facebook via @
fswnjaxbeach. To view all WeatherSTEM
stations in Duval County, go to duval.
weatherstem.com.

For further information on
WeatherSTEM and how to view
forecasts, monitor weather and more,
go to weatherstem.com.
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Photo by Don Christian

Right whale sightings have been on the rise along the First Coast. As of Feb. 15, there have been 66 official sightings in the waters off St.
Johns County since December, including five sightings near Ponte Vedra Beach on Feb. 12 alone.

Right whale sightings increase locally

By Shaun Ryan

The northern right whales have returned, and sightings have
been reported this month in the waters off Ponte Vedra Beach.

The annual arrival of these endangered sea mammals is
cause for celebration among local residents, many of whom
flock to the coast when learning where and when a sighting
has been made.

Generally, there are about 75 sightings between Jacksonville
and Cape Canaveral each year in December through March.
That’s because between 100 and 150 whales migrate south for
the winter, having summered in the shores off New England
and Nova Scotia.

Northern right whales give birth to, and nurse, their calves
in the Atlantic waters of northern Florida, which improves the
chances of sightings in this area.

People seeing a whale are encouraged to call the Marine
Resources Council hotline at (888) 979-4253 and report it.
Experienced response teams are then deployed with cameras
and GPS units to track the whales.

As of Monday, Feb. 15, there have been 66 officially
verified sightings off the coast of St. Johns County since the
beginning of December. Twenty-three of those sightings were
very close to shore.

Right whales can grow to 45-55 feet in length and 70 tons
in weight. When calves are born, they weigh about 2,000
pounds and are 15-16 feet long.

The total population of the northern right whale is be-
tween 400 and 500. About a dozen calves are born annually.

Right whales get their name from early whalers, who
called them the “right” whales to hunt due to their high
level of fat. Overhunting impacted the species, reducing
the total population to a few dozen by the end of the 19th
century.

Right whales were declared a protected species, and hunt-
ing them has been forbidden since 1949.

But human activity continues to threaten the whales,
which get entangled in fishing gear, are hit by vessels and
are harassed by people.

Local residents had an unfortunate reminder of these
dangers Saturday, Feb. 13, when a dead calf washed ashore
at Anastasia State Park in St. Augustine Beach. The calf
showed signs of propeller injuries.

Readers who want to do some whale watching should
take along a pair of binoculars. One way to locate a pos-
sible whale is by watching other animals. Sea birds often
flock overhead of the whales, and they can often be found
in the company of dolphins.

RIGHT WHALE SIGHTINGS OFF THE
COAST OF NORTHEAST FLORIDA

Below are officially recognized sightings.
Some whales may appear in multiple sightings.

Dec. 6 — Two sightings of a mother with calf —

St. Augustine Inlet and just offshore at South Ponte
Vedra Beach.

Dec. 18 — Two sightings of a mother and calf —
both just offshore at South Ponte Vedra Beach.

Jan. 3 — Four whales off South Ponte Vedra Beach.
Jan. 5 — Mother with calf off South Ponte Vedra
Beach.

Jan. 8 — Mother and calf just offshore at South
Ponte Vedra Beach.

Jan. 11 — Six sightings of a mother and calf —
three off South Ponte Vedra Beach, one off Mickler’s
Landing, one off Ponte Vedra Beach, one just offshore
at Summer Haven.

Jan. 12 — Two sightings of a mother and calf — just
offshore at the Matanzas Inlet.

Jan. 17 — Three sightings of a mother and calf —
one just offshore near the Matanzas Inlet, one east of
St. Augustine Beach, one off Ponte Vedra Beach.

Jan. 19 — Mother and calf just offshore at South
Ponte Vedra Beach.

Jan. 20 — Three sightings of a mother and calf

— one southeast of St. Augustine Beach, two just
offshore at South Ponte Vedra Beach.

Jan. 21 — Two sightings of a mother and calf —
one off Anastasia State Park, one at the St. Augustine
Inlet.

Jan. 22 — Mother and calf off St. Augustine Beach.
Jan. 24 — Two sightings of mother and calf off
South Ponte Vedra Beach

Jan. 25 — Mother and calf off South Ponte Vedra
Beach

Jan. 29 — Mother and calf just offshore at Ponte
Vedra Beach

Jan. 30 — Two sightings of a mother and calf —
one off Ponte Vedra Beach and one off Matanzas Inlet
Jan. 31 — Mother and calf off Crescent Beach
Feb. 1 — Mother and calf off South Ponte Vedra
Beach

Feb. 3 — Three sightings of mother and calf — Two
east of the St. Augustine Inlet and one east of South
Ponte Vedra Beach.

Feb. 5 — One whale just offshore at Ponte Vedra
Beach.

Feb.7 — Mother and calf just offshore at South
Ponte Vedra

Feb. 11 — Mother and calf just offshore at Ponte
Vedra Beach; Four whales east of Crescent Beach; Four
whales east of Anastasia State Park

Feb. 12 — Seven sightings of mother and calf —
two off Vilano Beach, two just offshore at Ponte Vedra
Beach, three east of South Ponte Vedra.

Mussallem Beachfront
Park now open to public

Mussallem Beachfront Park, 3365

off-beach parking, a crosswalk and

Coastal Highway, is now open for
public use.

Acquired through a grant with the
Florida Communities Trust, this 8.5-
acre property is a frequent nesting
location for sea turtles and has healthy
beach dunes.

The acquisition of this passive
park will preserve the integrity of
this important stretch of beach. The
beachfront portion of this site includes

beach access.

To learn more about Mussallem
Beachfront Park, go to www.sjcfl.us/
LAMP/Projects/FLct _mussallem.aspx.

For the most up-to-date information
on beach access and beachfront parks,
follow @SJCBeaches on Facebook
and Twitter or download St. Johns
County’s Reach the Beach app. For
more information, call Beach Services
at (904) 209-0331.

A new dune
walkover
provides
access to

the beach

at Mussal-
lem Park.
The 8.5 acre
property,
located at
3365 Coastal
Highway, is
afrequent
nesting loca-
tion for sea
turtles and
has healthy
beach dunes.
Photo by
Shaun Ryan
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Dr. Helen Jackson started the Women of Color Cultural Foundation 21 years ago this month.
Members of the nonprofit organization devote many hours of community service to
strengthen youth, families and the community for the common good.

As told to Shaun Ryan

Tell me about Women of Color Cultural Foundation.

The purpose of the foundation is to address the unmet needs of
people of color to eliminate disparities in health, education and
economic development and other areas that affect equality for our
common good.

Annually, we have the Heart of a Woman Luncheon, and
that is a forum that addresses cardiovascular disease in women,
because we know that one out of every four woman dies from
cardiovascular disease. And for people of color, that number
significantly increases.

So, we have speakers like cardiologists, pharmacists, dieticians,
licensed clinical social workers, financial planners come in and
talk about all aspects of the heart. And how we can better take
care of our hearts.

Another thing that we do in the health area is something similar
but for women’s health and addressing issues like cancer and
diabetes and obesity, because we also know that these are health
risks that impact people of color twice as bad as it does any other
population.

As far as education, we’re very focused on our young people.
We have a Universal Teen Scholarship Program every year where
we promote global awareness by focusing on issues that impact
our young people: their leadership skills, their communication
skills, their ability to have real-life skill management tools to
work with throughout life. We also address issues related to their
inner beauty and inner worth.

Since the initiation of our program in 2000, we have managed
to give out over $170,000 in scholarships to young people going
off to college.

We have several individuals who have gone off to become
doctors, managers in different companies. Some have started their
own businesses. We have two Ph.D’s and about five master’s
degree finishers.

Of the people that have begun and completed our 10 weeks of
training in the Universal Teen Scholarship Program, we’ve had a
97% success rate of those finishing college.

We also take about 1,000 to 1,500 youth to the zoo every year.

We were the first program to start addressing the issues around
9/11 and how that impacted New York and all the military
personnel, firefighters and also our police officers and medical
staff. We started recognizing the importance of first responders.

For the 10-year anniversary, we worked with the sheriff, the
chief of fire and rescue, all of the different components of the
military and the medical profession, bringing them together and
honoring them on Sept. 11.

Every year, we do that in conjunction with giving back to the
community. One year, we had 3,000 bags of groceries donated.
On behalf of the first responders, we gave those to needy families.

Another year, we cleaned up the cemetery down on Union
Street because it had been neglected. In areas around the military
folk who have lost their lives, we did a special tribute and cleaned
up their gravesites.

We do a lot of different things to make a difference in our
community, because we truly believe in giving back.

community boards. Right now, I am president for the
Jacksonville Women’s Network and currently serve on
the board of directors for Leadership Jacksonville.

What do you like most about living in
Ponte Vedra Beach?

I love the area, I love the people, I love my neighbors
and I love the beach. I love walking on the beach. It’s
such a thrill. It’s a nice community to be in. It’s a nice
community for families.

What do you like to do in your spare time?

Believe it or not, I love traveling ... Been to
Antarctica. Been to Africa, Europe, Asia, South America
— just all over. Been to the Holy Land, which is the
thrill of a lifetime.

If I get an opportunity, I’d love to go and stay at the
Ice Hotel. It’s over in Greenland. So, between Greenland
and Iceland, you know, that area is not well-populated,

I retired as the director of nutrition and chronic disease from the but it’s something that intrigues me about being close to
Florida Department of Health in Duval County. I am a pastor with nature and able to see things in their original state.
the African Methodist Episcopal Church. And I sit on various Photos provided by Dr. Helen Jackson And I love reading. And I love walking.

Tell me a little about your background.

I grew up in Detroit from very humble beginnings. I'm from
a family of four. My father was a factory worker at Ford Motor
Company, and my mother was a teacher. So, I grew up there, got
married, moved down here to Florida.
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Nease NJROTC cadets roll
to 2nd drill champlonshlp

The Navy’s JROTC drill program at
Nease High School continued its winning
ways, traveling to North Georgia and cap-
turing the Stockbridge Drill Meet overall
championship against 10 other Georgia
schools on Feb. 6.

The team had never previously compet-
ed at the competition hosted by Stock-
bridge NJROTC. However, with several
meets being canceled across the state, the
team seized the opportunity to travel north
in search of a drill competition when a
last-minute cancellation created an open-
ing.

“We’ll compete anytime, anywhere,”
said battalion commander Brandon Dono-
van. “Stockbridge hosted a fantastic meet

.. 'm sure we’ll be back there again next
year if possible.”

Nease’s drill team needed to bring up
several cadets from the practice squad
as five cadets fell victim to COVID-19
contact tracing quarantining less than 24
hours before departure.

Cadets Benjamin Rider and Diego Mo-
lina joined the armed exhibition and basic
drill teams; and cadets Lauren Villareal,
Hailey Pitches and Rylie Larkin filled in
for the unarmed exhibition team. Both
exhibition teams require memorizing and
learning hundreds of intricate and precise
drill movements.

“I am so proud of the cadets,” said
naval science instructor Gunnery Sergeant
Duane Hanson. “We practiced until nearly
midnight in an empty parking lot Friday

Photos provided by Nease NJROTC
Nease NJROTC's color guard team, Daniel Ma-
honey (from left), Isabella Rivera, John Alves
and Brandon Donovan, perform their winning
routine at the Stockbridge Drill Meet.

night polishing up the routines.”

Armed exhibition placed first and
unarmed exhibition placed second in
the competition. Nease took home first
place in nine of the 12 events, including
drill overall, unarmed basic, color guard,
athletics overall, pushups, sit-ups, 16x100
relay, and personnel inspection.

Cadets Isabella Rivera and Amber
Vidler placed first individually in female

sit-ups (312) and push-ups (90), while
Brady Anderson and Brodie Mongon
placed second in male sit-ups (190) and
push-ups (85). Cadet Ben Prohofsky
placed second in academics.

The team got to tour Valdosta State
University Air Force ROTC on route to
Stockbridge.

“I’ve been thinking all along of a Coast

NJROTC members
celebrate after win-
ning the Stockbridge
Drill Championship
on Feb. 6.

LEFT: Nease NJROTC
armed exhibition
team performs preci-
sion drill maneuvers
during the team’s
winning perfor-
mance at the Stock-
bridge Drill Meet.

Guard or Navy career path, but that was a
really impressive program we saw at Val-
dosta State,” said cadet Daniel Mahoney.

Nease is currently the No. 1 ranked
NJROTC drill team in Area-12 (59 pro-
grams covering northern Florida and the
state of Georgia), having won the Area-12
Drill Championship each of the past six
years.

Ocean Palms
playground
unveiled

Ocean Palms Elementary School
officially unveiled its new, communi-
ty-funded playground on Feb. 8 at a
small ribbon-cutting ceremony where
sponsors, PTO members, administra-
tion and the Chamber of Commerce
members applauded the project’s
success.

This was an endeavor that began in
the fall of 2019. The playground was
installed before the start of the 2020
school year, in time for students at
the school to enjoy the many slides,
ladders and other activities the play
structure has to offer, but the official
opening ceremony was delayed due to
COVID precautions.

School fundraising events, alongside
project sponsors such as the Kneeland
Hunter Family Fund, Flagler Health+,
the JT Townsend Foundation, Memori-

al Hospital Memorial Health, Training
for Warriors, Brown & Brown Insur-
ance, John Merrill Homes and Arthur
Ruthenberg Homes all helped make
The Otter Park possible.

Landon Hunter, a third-grade
student at Ocean Palms who encour-
aged his family to donate to the project
through their family foundation, led
the ribbon cutting.

Contributed photo
Sponsors, PTO members, administration and the Chamber of Commerce members joined
in for a ribbon-cutting ceremony to recognize the new community-funded play structure
at Ocean Palms Elementary School. Third-grader Landon Hunter led the ceremony.

INKI'names Creekside’s
Pressel teacher of year

Creekside High School educator Alicia “Ali”
Pressel was named INK’s (Investing in Kids)
2020-21 Teacher of the Year. A special recogni-
tion program was held Jan. 27.

During the event, St. Johns County Superin-
tendent of Schools Tim Forson congratulated
Pressel and all finalists. The ceremony was
held at school district headquarters, 40 Orange
St. in St. Augustine. A virtual production of the
event ran online.

Pressel has been teaching at Creekside since
2008. She teaches four levels within the St.
Johns County Career Academies program, the
Academy of Environmental Sciences and Ad-
vanced Placement Environmental Science.

She sponsors the Environmental Club and
the Geospatial Mapping Club at Creekside and
works with community business partners to
bring grant opportunities, internships and job
shadow experiences to her students to promote
career readiness.

She is a regular speaker on project-based
learning and STEM initiatives at national con-
ferences. In addition to serving on the Teacher

TEACHER continues on Page 12
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Runners decked out in ‘80s-themed attire participate in the Awesome 80s Race last weekend in Nocatee. The event, hosted

by Florida Race Day, raised money for St. Francis House in St. Augustine.

Totally Tubular; Runners relive the '80s at event in Nocatee
The 5K, 10K races help raise * _.

money for St. Francis House
By Holly Tishfield

This past weekend, runners broke out their leg
warmers and strapped on their leotards to partici-
pate in the Awesome 80s Race, hosted by Florida
Race Day, in Nocatee.

Florida Race Day, a family-owned business
offering full-service race timing and race orga-
nizing, coordinated the race with an ’80s theme,
encouraging runners to dawn their best costumes.
The starting line was filled with groups of runners
decked out head to toe in *80s gear, including lots
of families and even a few guests with their four-
legged friends.

Runners could choose to participate in either a SK
or a 10K race around the Nocatee neighborhoods,
beginning and ending near the Nocatee Splash
Waterpark.

Despite the slightly rainy weather, more than 200
participants showed up on Saturday morning to race
for first place. All participants in the race received
an ’80s-themed T-shirt, neon sunglasses, neon
sweatbands and an honorary finisher’s medal.

Proceeds raised with the entry fee to the race
were donated to St. Francis House, a nonprofit orga-
nization based out of St. Augustine with a mission
to drastically reduce the homeless population by
providing a safe, stable environment and access to
essential services.

Winners of the 5K race included 17-year-old Julia
Renetzky from Barrington, Illinois, in first place, L.
Harman from Ormond Beach in second place and
Amy Mclntyre from Ponte Vedra Beach in third.
Winners of the 10K race included John Richardson
of Ponte Vedra Beach in first place, Andrea Rich-
ardson of Ponte Vedra Beach in second place and
Amanda Taylor of Ponte Vedra Beach in third place.

For a list of other races hosted by Florida Race
Day, including a Grunge Run ’90s-themed 5K on
Feb. 27 and a SuperHero 5K in September, go to
floridaraceday.com.
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Ponte Vedra Beach gets surprise seal of approval

Special guest becomes

social-media sensation
By Paris Moulden

A special visitor made a splash when it
decided to take a break from swimming at
the beach in Ponte Vedra on Monday, Feb.
8.

A juvenile harbor seal was an unex-
pected sight as it made its way along the
beach, scurrying away from the rising tide
as it tried to get some R&R before heading
back out to sea.

Nancy Kablach Condron, with the Ponte
Vedra Sea Turtle Patrol, was informed
about the unusual guest. She headed to
the beach about a mile north of Mickler’s
Landing to offer assistance. Condron put
up stakes to cordon off the area where the
seal was attempting to rest.

“It was really cool to watch it,” Condron
said. “Some of my turtle patrol people
came out and we educated a lot of people
on the beach and it was a good experience.
People were very respectful. We have a
very well educated, responsible beach
here.”

While seals on Florida beaches is not a
common sight, it isn’t unheard of. Ac-
cording to the Florida Fish and Wildlife
Research Institute, although rare, seals do

Photo provided by Nancy Kablach Condron

A juvenile harbor seal takes a rest on the beach in Ponte Vedra on Monday, Feb. 8.

occasionally make the trek this far south.
“They’re always pups, so they were
probably born within the past year,” Con-
dron said of the area’s rare seal visitors.
“They’re just looking for food on their
own and they just wandered down here.”
According to the FWC, juvenile harbor
seals are solitary, independent creatures, so
they tend to travel alone at this age.
According to the NOAA, harbor seals
generally live in temperate coastal habitats
along the northern coasts of North Amer-
ica, Europe and Asia. They occur on the

U.S East and West coasts, but rarely travel
this far South.

As for the seal who visited Ponte Vedra
Beach, it spent most of the day relaxing
and trying to trying to escape the tide.

“As the tide came up, he (or she) would
scoot up the beach,” Condron said. “We
moved stakes three-to-four times as he
moved up the beach until we were sure he
wouldn’t exit the area. But he kept moving
up as the water came up and the last time
we saw, he moved way up. I think he was
tired of being interrupted by the water.”

Condron said the seal spent most of its
time sleeping and doing “yoga poses,” by
lifting its head and tail up at the same time.

While the sight of a seal in Ponte Vedra
caught Condron by surprise, she was even
more surprised at the response her videos
and photos received. The seal became a so-
cial media sensation with the story, photos
and video shared across the globe.

“This kind of shocked me,” Condron
said of the response. She even saw where
someone took one of her seal photos and
added the popular Bernie Sanders-in-mit-
tens meme to it.

“I wanted to spread the word so in case
this ever happens again, people would
know what to do; to stay back and call
the experts,” Condron said about her
videos and social media posts. “My only
intent was to get people to do the right
thing because nobody knows. In Florida,
we don’t have marine animals that come
out of the water just to bask. If any of
our normal animals come out for any
reason, other than a nesting turtle, there’s
something wrong with the animal. If it’s
a dolphin or whale and it beaches, there’s
something wrong with it, so people as-
sumed there was something wrong with
the seal, but there wasn’t. We’re not used
to that down here.”

SEAL continues on Page 11

Prlstlne Cr aﬁsmanshlp on Ponte Vedm Blvd

Thoughtfully designed and showcasing exquisite craftsman-
ship throughout, this custom coastal home offers master
suites on both floors, along with an office, loft area, ample
storage and a flex space ideal for a 5th bedroom.

4 bedrooms, 5.5 bathrooms $2,150,000

“Model” Home in Alta Lakes

Lightly lived-in and beautifully maintained, this house looks
and feels like a model home with tall ceilings, a neutral pal-
ette, and an open floor plan ideal for everyday life. Featuring
water to woods views along with smart home features and
premium upgrades. 3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms $290,000

Q Sarah Alexander, REALTOR®
“ 1\ 904.334.3104 call
’ Sarah@SarahAlexandernet
warw SarahAlexander.net
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“Model” Home in Alta Lakes

Lightly lived-in and beautifully maintained, this house looks
and feels like a model home with tall ceilings, a neutral pal-
ette, and an open floor plan ideal for everyday life. Featuring
water to woods views along with smart home features and
premium upgrades. 3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms $290,000

BERKSHIRE
HATHAWAY

HomeServices

Florida Network Realty
"From Cottages to Castles”
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arg registered sendcemarks of Home Senices of America, Inc ® Equal Housing Opportunity, information not verified or guaranteed. If your home ks cusrently listed with a Broker, this is not intended as a solicitation.

Atlantic Beach Retreat

Ideally located in Atlantic Beach, this 3-story townhome is
only two blocks away from the ocean as well as the Beaches
Town Center. Enjoy the home's rooftop deck or the easily
maintained backyard oasis complete with a 6-ft. privacy
fence, covered patio, and relaxing hot tub.

3 bedrooms, 2 F/2H bathrooms $810,000

Intracoastal Luxury Condo

Located in the private gated community of Marina San Pab-
lo, this 6th story luxury condo offers a convenient location,
resort style amenities, and phenomenal views of the marina
and Intracoastal Waterway along with a 20x50 boat slip.

3 bedrooms, 3.5 baths $699,000

Elizabeth Hudgins, REALTOR®
904.553.2032 cel @ )
Elizabetha ElizabethHudgins.com 3
worw.ElizabethHudgins.com
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John (Jack) Foley

John (Jack) Foley passed away peace-
fully at the Vicars Landing Windsor
Health Center in Ponte Vedra Beach,
Florida on Feb. 10, 2021.

Jack was born in Boston on March 30,
1934 to Joseph and Louise Foley. His
father’s military
service and sub-
sequent career led
to several family
relocations as Jack
was growing up.
He graduated from
Chicago’s Sullivan
High School in
1953. He then en-
listed in the Army
as a Corporal at Fort Chaffee in Arkansas
and followed with 6 years service in the
Army Reserve.

With the GI Bill, Jack attended South-
west Missouri State University graduating
in 1960 Summa Cum Laude with a BS
in Communications. His years at SMS
became the launching pad for Jack’s ca-
reer in marketing, advertising and public
relations. He excelled in all aspects of
communications and was a leader for the
school’s debate team which competed suc-
cessfully in numerous debate tournaments
against colleges across the country. After
graduating from SMS,

Jack completed course work towards a
Masters degree in Advertising at Michigan
State University in Lansing, Michigan.

Jack began his career in communica-
tions at the Bloomfield Hills, MI branch
of D’ Arcy, Macmanus and Masius. Over
the next 35 years he worked in a variety
of marketing roles for several advertising
and public relations agencies including
serving as the President and COO of the
Gray and Rogers Agency in Philadel-
phia. He concluded his career as Senior
Vice President and Director of Business
Development for the NW Ayer advertising
agency in New York City.

Jack met his wife, Sue, in Norwalk CT.
in 1987 and they were married in 1989.

A few years later Jack retired and Sue’s
career took the couple to London for four
years and then to St. Louis MO. When
Sue retired in 2000 the couple moved to
Sawgrass Country Club in Ponte Vedra
Beach, FL. They moved to Vicars Landing
in Ponte Vedra Beach in 2019.

Jack loved fishing and was an avid and
competitive golfer. Jack and Sue trav-
eled extensively over the course of their
marriage and retirement. Family was a
top priority for Jack who kept in constant
contact with his three children, parents
and siblings. Jack’s greatest passion was
listening to other peoples’ life stories —
he was fascinated by the mosaic of lives
and could remember incredible detail. He
enjoyed relating stories that brought the
people and events he described to life for
his listeners.

Jack is survived by his wife of 32 years
Sue, son Zack (Anna), children from his
first marriage Craig (Molly), Daryl Elder

John (Jack) Foley

(Bill), step sister Trish, niece Jacqueline,
and grandchildren Matt, Josh and Nic
Foley and Samantha and Jack Elder. He
is preceded in death by his brother Bill
Foley.

A celebration of Jack’s life will take
place at a later date. In lieu of flowers,
the family suggests donations in Jack’s
honor to an institution dear to his heart,
the Florida School for the Deaf and Blind
in St. Augustine, FL (fsdbk12.org). Please
visit the online Tribute at www.quinn-
shalz.com.

Arrangements by Quinn Shalz Family
Funeral Home.

Faweily Funeral Home & Cremailon Cenfre
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Dorothy “Dotty” Mary Harkins
Dorothy “Dotty” Mary Harkins, born
May 28, 1930 and raised in upper Man-
hattan, New York City, died peacefully
on February 8, 2021 at Vicars Landing
Windsor Health Center in Ponte Vedra
Beach, Florida.
She was surround-
ed by her three
children, whom
she treasured. As
a member of the
Vicar’s commu-

nity since 2007,

Dotty’s cheer-

ful and glowing
Dorothy “Dottie” disposition was
Mary Harkins

always evident to
her friends, neighbors, and staff and they
will fondly remember the twinkle in her
blue eyes as an enduring gift. Her smile
lit up the room, and her natural warmth
made everyone feel at ease.

Dorothy was the eldest daughter of Irish
immigrants, James and Margaret (nee
Finnegan) Howley, and was a parishioner
of St. Joseph Church of the Holy Family
and later at The Church of Good Shep-
herd, both in New York, NY. She attended
high school at St. Michael’s Academy on
West 33rd Street in Manhattan, commut-
ing daily by subway. She is predeceased
by her sister, Margaret “Peggy” Rau and
brother, Thomas Howley. Following po-
sitions at General Motors and Macy’s Her-
ald Square, Dotty married the love of her
life, Joseph James Harkins, also from their
close-knit neighborhood, Inwood in Man-
hattan. Together for 50 years, until Joe
passed in 2004, they lovingly raised their
three children in River Edge and Mont-
vale, NJ. Dotty, who Joe always referred
to affectionately as “his bride”, was Joe’s
constant companion as they traveled the
world throughout his banking career. They
officially retired to Ponte Vedra Beach,

FL in 1990, fully embracing the growing
communities at Sawgrass Country Club
(from 1979) and The Plantation at Ponte
Vedra (from 1993).

Dotty was a strong and fiercely loving
mother to Brian J. Harkins (Maureen) of
Sarasota, FL, Joseph F. Harkins (Karen)
of Harding, NJ, and Jeanne 1. Davis (John)

of Stamford, CT. Dotty will be most
deeply missed as a kind, generous and
always smiling “Nana” to her 11 adoring
grandchildren, Margaret “Maggie”, John,
Cornelius “Neil”, Ryan Christopher (her
deceased special angel), Christian, Julia,
Peter, Matthew, Lauren, Brayden, Rowan
and her great-grandson, Jack. Dotty’s
sincerest passions were her family and
her lifetime of loving friendships from
Inwood, and from her humble, caring,

and considerate life that was beautifully
lived in NJ and FL. She loved music of all
genres, and one of her greatest joys was
listening, and singing along with her fam-
ily and friends, as playlists spun for hours.

A Memorial Mass will be celebrated at
11:00 a.m., Saturday, March 20, 2021 at
Our Lady Star of the Sea Roman Catholic
Church in Ponte Vedra Beach, her long-
time parish.

In lieu of flowers, donations in Dotty’s
name may be made to: Community Hos-
pice & Palliative Care Foundation - 4266
Sunbeam Rd. Jacksonville, FL 32257
and for online donations - www.com-
munityhospice.com/give/ or St Joseph’s
Church of the Holy Family - 405 W 125th
St., New York, NY 10027 - https://www.
stjosephsharlem.com/donations. Please
visit the online Tribute at www.quinn-
shalz.com. Arrangements by Quinn-Shalz
Family Funeral Home.

Faweily Funeral Home & Cremailon Cenfre
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Ed Mrozek

Ed Mrozek passed away at 84 on Feb-
ruary 10th, 2021.

Ed was born on September 28th, 1938
in Chicago, Illinois. He married in 1957
and served in the Army at Fort Devins
from 1959 to
1962. He left the
service and began
a retail career
with Walgreens in
Harvey, Illinois.
In 1971, he moved
his family south to
Atlanta for a better

life. Ed eventu-
ally worked at At-
lanta Dental where he retired in 2004. He
stayed close to his family in Atlanta and
then, the mountains on a trout stream in
Otto, NC. In his final years, moved to At-
lantic Beach, FL to be with his children,
grandchildren and great grandchildren.
Ed wed his high school sweetheart
Judy and was married for 62 years. He
gave unwavering devotion to his fam-
ily through an exhaustive work ethic,
participation in all their activities and
doting on his grandchildren. He was a
patriot, proud Chicagoan and enjoyed
his Polish heritage and food. “Eddie”
loved his Ma or “Busha”, by others, and
was the idolized, eldest brother of Pat,
Ray, twins Rich and Ron, and Marlene.
He was a golf and fishing enthusiast. Ed
loved to tease and laugh, work outside,

Ed Mrozek

adored his dog, Lula and cat, Felix, fed
the birds, flew his flag and cleaned his
truck “Buck”.

He is survived by his wife Judy, daugh-
ter Kathy (Peter) and son Joe (Tracy),
granddaughters Jessica (Trevor), Nicole
(William) and Carson (Nick), great
grandchildren Grayson and Avery.

A memorial service will be held at
Quinn Shalz Funeral Home in Jax Beach,
Thursday, Feb 18th at 9:30 am. Burial
service will follow at 11:30 in Jackson-
ville National Cemetery.

In lieu of flowers, please send dona-
tions to a small community church in the
mountains of NC, that means so much to
the family.

Hickory Knoll UMC, PO Box 26,
Franklin, NC 28734. Please visit the
Tribute online at www.quinn-shalz.com.
Arrangements by Quinn-Shalz Family
Funeral Home.

;; Shalz

Faweily Funeral Home & Cremailon Cenfre
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Haller Cesery Taylor

Haller Cesery Taylor passed away on
Saturday, January 30, 2021. She was 18.

Haller was born on May 21, 2002 and
grew up in the beachside town of Ponte
Vedra Beach,
Florida. Haller
was an exception-
ally beautiful girl,
inside and out.
She was intel-
ligent, talented,
loyal and kind.
She was known
not only for her
accomplishments,
but for her huge heart. Her parents, Mar-
tha Cesery Taylor and Walter Q. Taylor
could not be prouder to call her daughter.

Those blessed to know Haller will
always remember her generosity and lov-
ing spirit. There were no lengths Haller
would not go to for those she loved. In
her short life, she accomplished much
and learned love is precious, fragile and
the most important thing. Haller was
faithful and dedicated, accomplishing
anything she set her mind to do. She
played violin for the Youth Symphony,
danced many Nutcrackers at Christ
Church with Ms. Felicia, rowed with
Evans Rowing and Princeton crew teams,
and sang in the St. John’s Cathedral,
Christ Church and Jacksonville Chil-
dren’s Chorus.

She loved the French language and was
bilingual. One could always find a picture
of the Eiffel Tower displayed in her room.
Her favorite movie was “Breakfast at Tif-
fany’s”. She dreamt of making a special
trip to New York with her mother solely
to have breakfast at Tiffany’s. Children
gravitated to Haller naturally. She wanted
to work with young children and to be a
Mom herself as soon as possible.

Haller Cesery Taylor

OBITUARIES continues on Page 12
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The Recorder’s garden columnist Kathy Esfahani, of Kathy's Creative Gardens
& Nursery, shares her tips for growing gorgeous gardens in Northeast Florida.

KATHY’S GARDENING GUIDE

“Life is like a cactus, prickly but very
beautiful.”

SUCCULENTS FOR WINTER, WHY NOT?
Whoever said you couldn’t have nice
plantings in winter?
Succulents are a per-
fect choice all-year long,
especially during the cooler
months when temperatures
can dip very low, and the
seasonal rain like we’ve
been experiencing this

Photo provided by Kathy Esfahani

provide a more
abundant con-
tainer.

Kathy Esfahani year often makes plant- No place-
Columnist : . . :

ing outside — or indoors ment is wrong!
— seem like a chore. But, you still have When put-

options, especially when planting succu-
lents in your yard or filling up your favorite
container with a variety of colors. Any time
of the year in Ponte Vedra Beach is as good
a time as any for planting succulents.

Want to bring the beauty of succulents
inside? Choose your favorite container!
Provided it gives adequate space for soil,
drainage and air, of course. Like humans,
succulents thrive on lots of oxygen and
sunlight. Your favorite container can either
be from something you already have lying
around your home, or something simple
you purchased at the local dollar store.

We have created some glorious arrange-
ments of succulents recently gathered
at the nursery and planted within a resin
seashell purchased at the local home-goods
store. Simply clean the container thor-
oughly, ensuring the item you use is free of
insects, larva and debris. Fill approximate-
ly halfway, then arrange the succulents
you’ve chosen exactly how you prefer,
placing any trailing plant to the edges to

ting your new
creation in-
doors, remem-
ber to place
near sunlight,
but not directly. Ensure the place chosen to
feature your new creation provides lots of
unobstructed airflow to give the succulents
plenty of oxygen to thrive. Succulents do
not need much water to survive. In fact, the
less the better!

In a few days to a couple of weeks post
planting, your succulents’ container will
flourish! Simply place the container within
your home or on a patio and enjoy the
beauty of the succulents all year round!

Get creative and happy planting!

of the Week: &
Variegated
. Sun Roge , |

Email Kathy at kathys.creative.gardens@
gmail.com for any questions or gardening
tips you would like to see in the future.

Kathy'’s Creative Gardens & Nursery is
located at 196 N. Roscoe Blvd. in Ponte
Vedra Beach. (904) 655-7373

Jeff Hart Memorial Service
Above Self Scholarship

sered by the Rotory Club of Palm Vaolley

One $2,000 scholarship will be awarded to the top applicant
from Ponte Vera and Allen D. Nease High Schools.

Applicants must ba:

volunteer work
ra or Allen D. Mease H.5

|I'Iw1| e

a two or four year college or university, or a
technicals rr-:du school with a one year or longer program of study

Applications due April 3, 2021

Apply at tinyurl.com/ySkicvfe

Photo provided by Nancy Kablach Condron

A harbor seal makes its way up the beach in Ponte Vedra to get some rest Monday, Feb. 8.

Seal

Continued from 9

After officials from the FWC left,
Condron, along with a St. Johns County
Sheriff’s Office deputy, took turns keep-
ing an eye on the seal. Condron checked
on the seal around 6:30 p.m. Monday
and it was still doing fine. When she
returned around 5 a.m. Tuesday, the visi-
tor was gone.

“There was a report of a sighting of
her off Amelia Island the day before,
so we believe she was heading south,”
Condron said.

Condron said if the rare visitors
or others like it should return to area
beaches, the best thing to do is call the
FWC and get someone out there and try
to keep people back around 50 yards
until FWC officials arrive.

“The seal is coming out of the water
to rest, and if people are getting too
close to her, she’s not going to be able
to rest,” Condron said. “As a matter of
fact, it will probably stress them out.”

But Condron was happy she was
there to witness the rare sight.

“I was so glad I was home to be able
to bring the stakes and to see it,” she
said.

Come Fall in L@W@ W|th The Cove

Come have some fun with us!
Health Fair Feb. 26" 10 a.m.-1p.m.
Live Entertainment & Healthcare Vendors on site

First 3 Months Rent!

$500 Off

E COVE

At Marsh Landing

ASSISTED LIVING | MEMORY CARE

TheCoveAtMarshLanding.com

1700 The Greens Way | Jacksonville Beach, FL 32250

904-944-7184
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Retired FBl agent

Former [

FBIl agent
Mike Heard
spoke at
the recent
Newcomers
Alumnae
luncheon.
Pictured
from leftare
vice presi-
dent Sally
Lutz, Heard
and trea-
surer Louise
Johnson.
Contributed
photo

e

b

Michael Heard, a 28-year veteran of the
FBI, was the guest speaker at the Newcom-
ers Alumnae luncheon on Feb. 3 at Marsh
Landing Country Club in Ponte Vedra
Beach.

Heard related details of his most danger-
ous investigations involving violent crimes
and counterterrorism, taking him through-
out the United States and Cuba. He also
addressed the changing climate within the
FBI in recent years.

Heard gave the group some helpful tips:
always be aware of your surroundings,
keep your purse with you while shopping,
always look at the person walking by you,
and if someone demands your keys or

speaker at Newcomers Alumnae luncheon

purse, throw the items as far away as pos-
sible and run.

He explained where guns should be kept,
the best gun to buy, when to have a gun and
rights regarding when to use and not to use
a gun.

The next monthly luncheon will be held
from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. March 3 at Marsh
Landing Country Club, 25655 Marsh Land-
ing Parkway, Ponte Vedra Beach. Reserva-
tions for lunch must be made by emailing
bartshar@comcast.net before Feb. 25.

For information on Newcomers Alum-
nae, go to newcomersalumnae.wildapricot.
org or contact brookemeister@msn.com for
membership information.

Teacher

Continued from 7

Advisory Council with the National Geographic
Society, Pressel was recently named a 2020 National
Geographic Emerging Explorer for her work integrat-
ing mapping software and “place-based learning”
within the environmental science career academy

program at Creekside.
Pressel resides in Jacksonville.

“I am honored and humbled to receive such an
amazing distinction. We have an exceptional group of
educators in St. Johns County and it is a privilege to
collaborate with them each day,” said Pressel. “The
school year has been challenging in many ways. Yet,
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it has provided us with a unique opportunity to reflect
on our teaching practices and think about our relation-
ships with our students. And it reminds us that what
matters most is to help students truly engage in their

own learning experiences.”

program.

Finalists included R.J. Murray Middle School
sixth-grade science teacher Allison Birbal and Durbin
Creek Elementary School library media specialist

Andrea M. O’Brien.

Pressel won a new vehicle from Beaver Toyota
St. Augustine, a laptop computer from Staples in St.
Augustine and more. She will have the opportunity
to apply for the overall Florida Teacher of the Year

In addition, Valley Ridge Academy educator Lauren
Woods was named Rookie Teacher of the Year.
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Photo provided by INK!

INK! Teacher of the Year Ali Pressel and Creekside High School princi-
pal Steve McCormick are shown at a special recognition program.

Obituaries

Continued from 10

She was outgoing and had a great sense
of humor, ready to try and find ways to
make people laugh. She loved the world
of fashion and makeup. When she wasn’t
drawing ideas of new dress designs, she
enjoyed helping others with their fashion
and makeup. A student at FSCJ, she was
looking forward to getting on with life and
pursuing her career as a fashion designer
with her Aunt Jodie at Jewel Toffier.

Haller loved going to Christ Church of
Ponte Vedra since she was a young girl. As

vivw
=

a Christian Believer, she could be found

living out her faith in many tangible ways.

She would pick up every stray dog she
found on the side of the road. And she did
not hesitate to stop and pray for young
adults in need, particularly those in auto-
mobile accidents.

She was devoted to her parents, her sis-
ter, Sydney Church and to her rescue dog,
Logan. She considered Robert Champion
Jr., Nicole Massey, Russell McMahon
and Fritz Soloman as sisters and broth-
ers. She couldn’t wait to meet her cousin
Christie Cesery’s new baby, Dixon. We
rest knowing she is in heaven celebrating
with her friends and relatives, especially
her grandparents, William Ross and Vesta
Haller Cesery.

Haller left behind her mother and
father, Martha Cesery Taylor and Walter
Q. Taylor, her niece and nephew Christie

Dixon and William Ross Cesery, her Aunt

and Uncle Barbara Haller and Willam
Ross Cesery. She will be remembered
and missed by many family members and
many, many friends.

Memorial service was held at Christ
Episcopal Church at 400 San Juan Drive,
on Friday, February 12, at 12 p.m. The
service accommodated 120 people inside
with social distancing, with additional
seating outside, socially distanced, masks
required. Reception followed.

In lieu of flowers, there is a gofundme
account in her name.

John Francis Foley

John Francis Foley, 86, of Ponte Ve-
dra Beach, Florida, died Feb. 10, 2021.
Arrangements by Quinn-Shalz Family
Funeral Home & Cremation Centre,
(904) 249-1100, www.quinn-shalz.com.

Robert Keith Gremp

Robert Keith Gremp (Bob), 89, of
Ponte Vedra Beach, Florida, died Feb.
8, 2021. Ponte Vedra Valley Funeral
Home, Cremation Center & Cemetery —
(904) 285-1130 — www.pontevedraval-
ley.com

Dorothy M. Harkins

Dorothy M. Harkins, 90, of Ponte
Vedra Beach, Florida, died Feb. 8, 2021.
Arrangements by Quinn-Shalz Family
Funeral Home & Cremation Centre,
(904) 249-1100, www.quinn-shalz.com.

Janice Murray

Janice Murray, 78, of Jacksonville,
Florida, died Feb. 9, 2021. Ponte Vedra
Valley Funeral Home, Cremation Center
& Cemetery — (904) 285-1130 —
www.pontevedravalley.com

Raymond E. Smith, Jr.

Raymond E. Smith, Jr., 72, of Jack-
sonville Beach, died Feb. 13, 2021.
Arrangements by Quinn-Shalz Family
Funeral Home & Cremation Centre.
(904) 249-1100 www.quinn-shalz.com
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Board Riders aim to bring local surf co

By Holly Tishfield

The surf history in North Florida is a
long and proud one. For generations, lo-
cals have been catching waves at beaches
like Neptune Beach, Jax Beach and even
Mickler’s Beach, but recently one Ponte
Vedra resident decided it was time for an
upgrade.

Over the summer of 2020, Don Wight
officially initiated a Ponte Vedra chapter
of Florida Board Riders. This nonprofit or-
ganization began as a way to bring mem-
bers of the surfing community together for
events and competitions.

“Board Rider clubs foster fun, safety,
self-esteem, ocean and environmental-
stewardship, and community engagement
for surfers of all ages through friendly
competitions and other events,” its web-
site says.

The Ponte Vedra division is sibling to
three other North Florida chapters, includ-
ing one in Fernandina Beach, Jacksonville
and St. Augustine, as well as other divi-
sions down the coast.

With a goal of bringing the community
together, Wight and his PVBR division
host a variety of events throughout the
year. For Halloween, they held a Hallow-
een Surf Jam, which doubled not only as a
fun opportunity to dress in costumes and
surf, but also as tryouts for their competi-

b, ™, Pty

Photo by Russell Chandler

mmunity together

A surf contest at the St. Augustine Beach pier is the type of event the Ponte Vedra

Board Riders use to bring the local surf community together for a common goal.

tion division of the club.

Members of the PVBR are not all nec-
essarily competitors, some simply join the
chapter to participate in local beach clean-
ups and skate park nights, but others join
for the thrill of competing against neigh-
boring divisions of the Board Riders.

Ages for members range from young
children to adults, and every surfer is
given an equal chance to prove their worth
on the waves as a competitor.

Wight said that community response
has been overwhelmingly positive so far,

'; é
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Shotgun start at 1230 PM

Jacksonville Golf & Country Club

and that the club continues to grow as
more and more surfers hear about the fun
beach events and competitions. He also
mentioned the importance of teaching new
generations of surfers how to love and
respect the ocean, as well as each other.
Another goal of the Board Riders orga-
nization is to support and work with local
businesses to create charity drives, beach
cleanups, water safety training, movie
nights and ocean conservation education.
Popular Ponte Vedra eatery Trasca & Co.
offered sponsorship to this new chapter of

Photo by Ivy Scott

PV Board Riders Club surfer Kyle Johnston catches a wave.

the Board Riders, and Wight said that the
Board Riders have worked with the HEAL
Foundation to offer surf lessons to kids.

The Ponte Vedra Board Riders’ next
competition will take place in Melbourne,
where they will compete against Jackson-
ville Board Riders, Space Coast Board
Riders and St. Augustine Board Riders for
The Florida Cup.

Learn more about getting involved with
the Ponte Vedra Board Riders or about its
local sponsors on its Instagram page at
@pv_boardriders_club.

ing from. You can help!

on Kare for Kids!

Will YOU Kare for Kids?

There are children in our community
who do not know where they will sleep
tonight or where their next meal is com-

Join Kare for Kids! Your donation of
just $10 a month or $100 annually will
provide a homeless child or teen with
safe shelter, vital services and meals.

Visit www .stfrancisshelter.org and click

Join Beaches Habitat for Humanity for a day on the greensl!
Your support will help a local family find strength, stability
and independence through homeownership,

Plus, golfers will have the chance to win:
- Pebble Beach Golf Trip for Two
2021 Land Rover Defender Lease from Fields Auto Group

2021 GMC Canyon from Nimnicht Buick GMC

7 Night Resort Stay for 2

4 players will get the chanice to shoot for $100,000

1 lucky player will win the chance to shoot for $1 Million!

Foursomes and individual golfers welcome!
Learn More and Register to Play at
beacheshabitat.org/builders-classic

Beaches

,. Habitat

for Humanity'

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Contact Mary Anne at
(S04 595-5794 ar donate@beacheshabitatorg

No child or teenager
should have to spend the
night on the streets.

You Can Help.

ST. FRANCIS HOUSING CRISIS CENTER and For more information or to donate,

PORT IN THE STORM HOMELESS YOUTH CENTER visit www_stfrancisshelter_org
Programs of St. Augustine Society or call 904-824-8987

Port in the Storm and St. Francis House are programs of St. Augustine Society, Inc.,
providing housing crisis services for homeless youth, adults and families in St. Johns County.
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Mission House working to meet the
needs of growing homeless population

In light of recent news concerning the homeless com-
munity of downtown Jacksonville, Mission House Inc.
has announced that it stands in solidarity with people
experiencing homelessness.

“We anticipate that the need for our programs and
services will only increase throughout 2021, as we
continue to work our way through the COVID-19
public health crisis, and this continued community
support will be the difference in whether we are able to
help individuals in their struggle to end their homeless-
ness,” said Mission House Associate Director Michaele
Bradford.

The experience of homelessness has been exacer-
bated by the rapid spread of COVID-19 and rising un-

employment levels. Those experiencing homelessness
have many additional barriers to rebuilding their lives.
Many are veterans, struggle with addiction, or are part
of an historically marginalized group.

This is a critical time for nonprofit organizations,
especially those like Mission House, that are serving
an ever-increasing population. The nonprofit’s officials
say they need additional support from the Jacksonville
community to better meet the needs of their clients.

“Mission House is the only homeless services agency
in the Jacksonville Beaches area, and as such, we work
very hard to meet the needs of adults experiencing
homelessness who find their way to us from downtown
Jacksonville,” said Bradford.

Mission House is a 501(c)3 nonprofit that has been
serving the homeless community of Jacksonville Beach
since 1997. Its mission is to empower those affected by
homelessness in the Beaches area by providing food,
clothing, medical care and support services with an
avenue to self-sufficiency.

It addresses basic needs through its Crisis Care,
Rapid Re-Housing, Outreach, Workforce Development
and Mission House Clinic programs.

Mission House is seeking donations to continue these
programs and services to the homeless community of
Jacksonville Beach.

For further information or to donate, go to www.Mis-
sionHouseJax.org

MaliVai Washington to receive
‘Rock of the Community
Award’ from Rotary Club

of Ponte Vedra Beach

Tennis great MaliVai Washington will receive the 2021 “Rock of the
Community Award” from the Rotary Club of Ponte Vedra Beach during its
annual Mineral City Celebration, which this year will be held virtually via
ZOOM on May 1.

Washington will be honored in recognition
of the tremendous impact he has had on the
community through the tutoring, mentoring and
youth development programs offered by the
MaliVai Washington Youth Foundation.

“MaliVai Washington is a tremendous role
model for our local youth,” said Sam Hall, presi-
dent of the Rotary Club of Ponte Vedra Beach.
“The academic, athletic and character-building
programs provided by his foundation have
touched countless lives and helped thousands of
young people develop the skills for success.”

Ranked as the No. 1 NCAA tennis player in
the nation while attending the University of Michigan, Washington was
named the ATP Rookie of the Year in 1990. Over a career that spanned 10
years, he won four career titles while reaching a total of 13 finals and earn-
ing singles wins over such players as Andre Agassi, Boris Becker and Ivan
Lendl. In 1996, Washington became one of just two African American men
in history to reach the Wimbledon Championship finals. That same year, he
was a member of the U.S. Olympic Team.

It was also the year he created the MaliVai Washington Youth Founda-
tion to introduce tennis to at-risk youth. In 1997, the foundation expanded
and soon would include after-school homework assistance and life skills
programs.

For more than 20 years, Washington has been a Realtor and real estate
investor. In 2010, he earned a finance degree with a real estate focus from
the University of North Florida. Soon after, he started Diamond Life Real
Estate, Inc., a development and investment company based in Jacksonville
Beach. He and his wife, Jennifer, have a son in college and a daughter in
high school.

The Mineral City Celebration is the signature annual fundraising event
for the Rotary Club of Ponte Vedra Beach. Proceeds from the event have
benefited more than two dozen local nonprofit organizations and chari-
ties, including the Beaches Dial-a-Ride program, Mission House, BEAM,
HEAL, the Council on Aging and more.

MaliVai Washington

Grand opening
of MWYF’s new
teen center, Club
904, in 2020. Pic-
tured from left:
Student Athlete
of the Year Mya
Sudduth, MWYF
board member
Lezita Davis,
council members
Ju’Coby Pittman
and Sam Newby,
Mayor Lenny
Curry, Mal Wash-
ington, MWYF
Student Board of
Directors Presi-
dent Ny’Reon
Shuman.
Contributed photo

MWYF celebrates
25th anniversary

The MaliVai Washington Youth Foundation
(MWYF) is celebrating 25 years of serving
hope and changing lives in Jacksonville’s
urban core, an area with the highest rates of
crime, poverty, high school dropouts and teen
pregnancy in the county.

In 1996, pro tennis player, Olympian and
Wimbledon finalist, MaliVai Washington,
founded MWYF to introduce tennis to low-
income, at-risk children at clinics and events.
Under the leadership of founding Executive
Director Terri Florio, it has grown to become
a comprehensive afterschool and summer
youth development program serving youth
from kindergarten through high school gradu-
ation and beyond.

In 2008, MWYF opened its youth center,
which now houses all elementary programs,
after raising more than $3.8 million. In 2020,
the foundation opened a teen center, Club
904, after raising more than $5.5 million.

This new center serves middle and high
school students and fills a need in the com-
munity for programs specifically for teens.

Over the past 25 years, the foundation
has served thousands of children through
outreach programs, tennis clinics, sum-
mer camps and afterschool programs and
awarded more than $1.1 million in scholar-
ships to their members for higher education.
Among students who have completed their
afterschool program, none have become teen
parents and 100% have graduated from high
school on time.

“This isn’t something I’ve done alone, this
has been a true collective, community effort
and that is why we are in our 25th year,” said
Washington. “I want to say how grateful I am
for all of that support. Going forward, we are
going to continue to try to be worthy of our
supporters’ time and effort and treasure that
they are trusting in the foundation.”
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Eagle Scout project aids Beaches nonproﬁt in pandemic response

Last year, the Beaches Emergency
Assistance Ministry (BEAM) received
a call from Ben Black, a Ponte Vedra
High School student, who was work-
ing on his final Eagle Scout project with
Boy Scout Troop 277. Ben personally
knew families who had been affected by
the pandemic and wanted to help a local
nonprofit assisting people in need.

After a conversation with BEAM food
bank manager Meagan Anderson, Ben
learned of BEAM’s need for equipment
repairs and committed to renovating 17
BEAM food bank carts. Replacing the
carts would cost the organization more
than $10,000.

Ben got straight to work alongside his
father, Geoff, picking up BEAM’s food
carts for repairs and spending weeks
alongside his family and friends in his
garage, disassembling the carts to remove
rust and putting them back together with
new hardware and fresh paint.

“This repair project was definitely
more challenging than what I first
thought,” said Ben. “The materials
needed for the carts were expensive, but |
couldn’t believe how generous everyone
was. From all the people that donated or

Contributed photos
Eagle Scout Ben Black is seen with the BEAM food bank carts before they were refurbished.

people were very generous and happy
to help an Eagle Project. Neighbors and
friends were also very generous during

participated in my fundraising efforts, to
local stores like Proctor Ace Hardware
and Sherwin Williams in Ponte Vedra,

Eagle Scout Ben Black works on a BEAM food

our ‘Fill the Carts’ food drive, and we
were able to donate 920 pounds of food
and toiletry items to BEAM, and I was

PROJECT continues on Page 17

Junior League of Jacksonville to hold Whale of a Sale

The Junior League of Jacksonville
will present Whale of a Sale, Jackson-
ville’s largest pop-up rummage sale with
more than 30,000 square feet of quality
pre-owned clothing, furniture, antiques,
books, housewares and more.

The event will be held Feb. 26-27 at the
Jacksonville Agricultural Fairgrounds and
Expo Center.

Whale of a Sale is the Junior League
of Jacksonville’s largest fundraiser and is
held annually in the spring.

Health Equity Is Not

One Size Fits All f e, |

In the Pink is a non-profit boutique dedicated
to helping women heal, cope and survive the
. physically AND emotionally.

A

Thanks to our medical provider volunteers across 27 specialties to
date, WeCarelax can connect patients to the timely care they need,
even when they are uninsured or the cost would be out of reach. We
are so grateful to all the physicians and partners who say ves to
compassionate care!

Interested in learning more about becoming a clinical volunteer?

Visit: wecarejacksonville.org/providers

b WeCareJax

Cisnrsoutig Patleris

The kick-off event will be held from 6
to 10 p.m. Feb. 26 with a Mardi Gras-
themed preview party featuring dinner,
libations and entertainment. Spirited attire
is encouraged, but not required.

Three levels of tickets are available
with all options including dinner, beer
and wine, entertainment and access to
shopping.

Tickets are: general admission, $50
(with entry at 7 p.m.); early access, $60
(with entry at 6 p.m.); or VIP tables (with

entry at 6 p.m., front row parking, seating
at tables for eight, additional cocktails
and champagne).

Whale of a Sale’s main event will be
held from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. Feb. 27. Ad-
mission is $2 and parking is $5.

COVID-19 precautions will be in
place, including but not limited to: at-
tendees will be required to wear a face
mask except while eating or drinking;
the shopping area will be more spread
out than in past years; hand sanitizer will

effects of cancer..

® Breast prosthetic fittings

© Post-mastectomy bras,
swimwear lingerie,
& garments

© Scarves, hats, & turbans

© Salon with wig
selection, fitting, free
headshaving, & parties

©® Educational and
inspirational books

© Lymphedema products

be provided.

All proceeds benefit the Junior League
of Jacksonville’s mission of empower-
ing women leaders to make a difference
in the community and tackle some of the
city’s toughest issues, such as the need
for affordable healthy foods and nutrition
education in local low-income communi-
ties.

For more information or to purchase
tickets, go to www.jljacksonville.org/
events/whale-of-a-sale/.

© Skincare products
developed for radiation
and chemotherapy

© Gifts for patients,
families, & caregivers

522 THIRD STREET NORTH | JACKSONVILLE BEACH, FLORIDA 32250
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Cross-country bike ride to benefit
Chemo Noir’s cancer research

By Holly Tishfield

Greg Taylor, a Jacksonville resident and longtime
fitness enthusiast, has always wanted to see the country.
But traveling by plane would mean he missed some of
the beautiful in-between parts from one destination to the
next and traveling by car would mean going too fast to
truly appreciate any of the sights.

His solution?

A cross-country bicycle ride with more than 11,500
miles.

Taylor’s six-month bike ride will span the country, cor-
ner to corner. He will begin here in Jacksonville on Feb.
20 when a launch party will be held at Jacksonville Beach
with more than 150 guests to see him off. From Jackson-
ville, he will travel west through Texas and California
until he reaches San Diego. From San Diego he will
travel to Seattle, and then head east to Maine, until finally
he makes the trip south to Jacksonville once again.

Although Taylor’s journey will be a solo one, he is
completing his bucket-list trip by attempting to raise
$100,000 for local cancer research nonprofit Chemo Noir,
founded by Katrin Casey.

Casey and Taylor became friends a few years ago while
Taylor worked a serving job, and from there Taylor said a
remarkable friendship was formed.

“She is not only an unbelievable person in the commu-
nity,” he said, “but she is a personal hero and a personal
friend.”

When Taylor reached out to Casey to share his plan of

completing the cycling trip in her foundation’s honor, she
was overwhelmed.

“I am completely flattered that he wants to do some-
thing at this caliber for our charity,” Casey said. “He is
such a passionate guy. If you meet him, you will know.”

The two spent the last year or so working out all of the
fine details for the trip, including specific route options,
which Casey said took about two months to figure out. He
has been training extensively for the cycling endeavor,
not only physically, but mentally, too. Taylor said that it
was important to train for the mental capacity of sitting
on a bike alone for prolonged periods of time.

“I have always wanted to be involved in something
grander and bigger than myself to give back,” said Taylor.
Taylor lost a family member to cancer at a young age,
so the Chemo Noir charity touches a special place in his

heart, as he knows it does for many other Jacksonville
residents.

There are many ways to support Taylor on his journey
across the country. By visiting usacancercycle.com, you
can keep up with a daily blog of his adventures or fol-
low his Instagram @usacancercycle for more updates.
Interested parties can contribute a donation in honor of a
loved one or donate to receive a shoutout from Taylor on
his travels. Every penny raised from Taylor’s ride will go
directly to the Chemo Noir cancer foundation.

“I find myself sometimes thinking about the 11,500
miles, and that is so impossible,” Taylor said. “But I abso-
lutely know that I can put in my best effort for everybody
involved.”

Project
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really proud to be able to do that.”

By the time Ben and his team of volunteers
dropped off the finished products, BEAM was
astonished at the craftsmanship and time spent on
making sure the carts were nearly brand new.

“Ben is an incredible young man, and for this
Eagle Scout to take on such an extensive project
is truly remarkable,” said Lori Richards, BEAM
executive director. “Our food carts are the literal
backbone of our emergency food service. Our
team distributed over 1.1 million pounds of food
from the BEAM Food Bank last year, and this
will ensure that we continue to serve the influx
of families seeking emergency assistance in our
beaches area. We are forever grateful to Ben and
his supporters.”

Eagle Scout is the highest rank attainable in
the Boy Scouts of America program. The title
of Eagle Scout is held for life, giving rise to the
phrase ‘Once an Eagle, always and Eagle.” Re-
quirements for attaining this rank include earning
a total of 21 merit badges, demonstrating Scout
spirit, service and leadership. Also included in
the requirements is development of an extensive
service project that benefits the community or an
organization other than Boy Scouting.

Ben went above and beyond to not only repair
the carts and collect nonperishable food items,
but he also hosted a virtual 5K race, raising funds
to purchase the supplies to refurbish the carts and
donating the excess — more than $1,000 — to
further support BEAM’s programs throughout
the pandemic.

) ¢

DONATE, FOLLOW & SUPPORT
CYCLING THE USA FOR CHARITY

CHE

@ NOLR

USA

CANCER CYCLE

GREG TAYLOR WILL BE CYCLING FROM JACKSONVILLE TO SAN DIEGO,
SAN DIEGO TO SEATTLE, SEATTLE TO MAINE, AND MAINE BACK TO
JACKSONVILLE TO FULFILL A DREAM AND RAISE MONEY FOR CHEMO NOIR.

DONATE/SUPPORT: USACANCERCYCLE.COM FOLLOW: @USACANCERCYCLE
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Salvation Army launches program for expectant mothers

The Salvation Army of Northeast Flor-
ida launched a new program Jan. 26 for
expectant mothers who find themselves in
a difficult position with nowhere to turn.

Thanks to a donation by David A. Baker
and William D. Reid, one of the Red
Shield Lodge rooms, located at the Towers
Center of Hope in downtown Jacksonville,
was converted into the Bundle of Hope
Room, a comfortable, safe haven for up to
two pregnant women at any one time.

This room is furnished with a pregnant
woman’s needs in mind, helping to make
her as comfortable as possible as she
awaits the birth of her child.

The women will work with case manag-
ers to find and obtain safe, permanent
housing. They will also receive additional
assistance to address any other vital needs
they require, such as fellowship, care for
substance abuse or counseling for mental
health.

This compassionate donation will
provide these new mothers with a
gracious opportunity to save money
without any expenses and receive careful
treatment and encouragement.

“We want to thank God for this bless-
ing, as well as David A. Baker and Wil-
liam D. Reid for their inspiring generos-
ity,” said Area Commander Major Keath
Biggers. “The Bundle of Hope Room will
be a source of love and encouragement
for years to come and we cannot wait to
serve new mothers in need.”

Reid, the donor who initiated this
project, was born in the Salvation Army
home for mothers in Kansas City. He
contacted Robert Devers, director of
development, in September asking if The
Salvation Army of Jacksonville had any
programs that helped young mothers or
those that would be giving birth soon.

After discussing the prospects of

creating space in the Red Shield Lodge,
the decision was made to launch a
program that would include a room

for pregnant women, along with case
management and special needs to help
young mothers.

When the Salvation Army approached
Reid with the proposal, he was happy to
Sponsor.

Reid died Nov. 21 before the room was
dedicated. However, his wife and daugh-
ter attended the ceremony in his honor.

When the Bundle of Hope project was
proposed to David Baker, he became a
matching sponsor. The Bakers are long-
time supporters of the Army and have
a passion for helping young women to
achieve their potential while caring for
the needs of their children.

In order to ensure that all pregnant
women in Northeast Florida experienc-
ing a housing crisis have fair and equal

access to the Bundle of Hope program,
referrals will be accepted through Co-
ordinated Entry, which is a centralized
intake process for shelters.

Anyone in need of shelter, including
pregnant women, may access Coordi-
nated Entry by calling (904) 358-2411 to
complete a phone screening and intake
or schedule an in-person screening and
intake at a location convenient to them.

Anyone in need may also go in person
to 611 E Adams St., Jacksonville,
between 7:30 a.m. and 3 p.m. weekdays
to complete an intake without an
appointment for Coordinated Entry.

Anyone who would like to submit a
prayer request or a request for one of The
Salvation Army pastors to call may go to
www.SalvationArmyFlorida.org/pray.

To help The Salvation Army continue
meeting needs in the community, go to
www.salvationarmynefl.org.

Virtual Wolfson
Children’s Challenge
raises funds for
lifesaving care

Hundreds of families and supporters nationwide participated
in the 12th annual Wolfson Children’s Challenge: Virtual
Edition, celebrating former patients of Wolfson Children’s
Hospital of Jacksonville and raising funds for lifesaving care.

Wolfson Children’s is the region’s only not-for-profit chil-
dren’s hospital, serving children of all ages. No child is ever
turned away due to inability to pay.

The first-ever virtual format allowed the event to expand
beyond Northeast Florida borders and encourage participants
in communities across the country to recruit their families and
friends to get active and raise funds.

Children and families of all ages, fitness levels and abilities
participated in the month-long challenge via the Wolfson55
mobile app. The innovative event experience allowed users
access to virtual challenges, features to monitor their physical
activity, tools to track individual and team fundraising prog-
ress and a virtual closing ceremony celebration.

While the races were not timed this year, fitness-minded
participants had the opportunity to log their miles and minutes
for the various activity challenges.

The event’s inclusive and accessible activity challenges in-
cluded a 20K individual walk/run and a 200K team walk/run.
Participants also had the unique opportunity to put their own
creative mark on fundraising with weekly social and compas-
sion challenges such as notes of encouragement, game nights,
animal-inspired workouts and more.

Almost 400 children and families from across 15 states par-
ticipated in this year’s challenge, logging 1,532.83 kilometers
of physical activity on the Wolfson55 app in January. To-
gether, participants and supporters raised more than $96,000
to help fund the purchase of life-saving trauma equipment and
technology for the most critical patients at Wolfson Children’s.

The Wolfson Children’s Challenge honors 55 children
each year, representing the wide range of services Wolfson
Children’s Hospital offers to children of North Florida, South
Georgia and beyond. Each of the honorees and their families
were recognized leading up to and throughout the event, as

i
Contributed photo
The MIBG therapy room will help Wolfson Children’s Hospital treat
pediatric patients who have a high-risk neuroblastoma.

well as during the virtual closing ceremony on Jan. 30.

“Each year, the Wolfson Children’s Challenge brings to-
gether hundreds of supporters to help turn miles into miracles
for our children who need it most,” said Michael D. Aubin,
president of Wolfson Children’s Hospital. “Despite being
virtual in order to keep everyone safe, this year’s challenge
was just as powerful, even though individuals and families
supported us from a distance. We are grateful for the generos-
ity of our region and everyone who participated, as it ensures
we can continue providing the best care for our children for
years to come.”

To date, the Wolfson Children’s Challenge has raised more
than $4 million for the Wolfson Children’s Challenge Endow-
ment, helping fund the purchase of life-saving equipment
and technology for patients who need it most. This year,
the endowment will focus on the development of an MIBG
therapy room on the oncology floor of Wolfson Children’s
Hospital. As the first of its kind in Florida, the new room will
give Wolfson Children’s the ability to offer the newest upfront
treatment for children with high-risk neuroblastoma, the most
common solid tumor of childhood cancer.

MIBG therapy is a form of radiation therapy that must be
administered to pediatric patients in a special room designed
to protect staff, patients and families in surrounding rooms
from radiation. During the treatment, patients must be kept
isolated in the specialized room for three to seven days to
prevent radiation exposure to other patients and staff. The
Wolfson Children’s Hospital room that is being converted for
this purpose already has a separate, adjoining living space to
accommodate parents and families. Voice and video commu-
nication equipment will be installed in the rooms, allowing
families and patients to remain connected.

Concerts fora
Cause announces
inaugural event
with Rodney Atkins

Country musician to perform
at Tringali Barn March 5
to raise funds for INK!

The inaugural Concerts for a Cause will
kick off March 5 at Tringali Barn with
“An Evening with Rodney Atkins,” a
Tennessee-born country musician with six
No. 1 hits and 13 million albums sold.

Presented by Heritage Farms and Ad-
ams Entertainment, part of the proceeds
will benefit Investing in Kids (INK!), a
nonprofit organization that leads efforts
to directly benefit educators and students
within the St. Johns County School
District.

This socially-distanced live music se-
ries at Tringali Barn at Heritage Farms in
St. Augustine will feature dinner, drinks
and a concert with designated pods for
groups of up to eight people.

“Concerts for a Cause is something
that I’ve been wanting to do for a while;
we’ve had immense success raising
money for local nonprofits through my
company’s annual Clays for a Cause
event,” said Chris Shee, owner of Tringali
Barn at Heritage Farms, of his company,
MasterCraft Builder Group. “I wanted to
continue to give back to the community
through Concerts for a Cause, a Southern
rock and country music series offering a
safe place to watch live music again.”

Tringali Barn is located at 7310 U.S.

1 South. Gates open at 6 p.m. and the
concert starts at 7 p.m. Tickets are on sale
now and are sold in pods ranging from
$100 to $1,250. They are available at
TringaliBarn.com
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Art, poetry submissions being accepted from St. John's County students
for Betty Griffin Center’s annual ‘A Day Without Violence’ calendar contest

By Holly Tishfield

For more than 30 years now, the Betty
Griffin Center has provided shelter for lo-
cal victims of domestic violence and their
children. The shelter specializes not only
in providing shelter, but also in profes-
sional counselling for victims of domestic
assault and sexual abuse, case manage-
ment and civil legal representation.

This nonprofit is heavily community-
involved, and one of their biggest annual
community involvement projects is cur-
rently accepting submissions yet again.

The 2022 “A Day Without Violence”
Art and Poetry Contest highlights 13 local
artists and 12 local poets in a competition
that promotes awareness of violence-free
homes and helps create peace in the com-
munity.

Submissions are open to all K-12
students in St. John’s County, including
home schools and private schools. The
Betty Griffin Center extends invitations to
all schools for students to submit poetry
and art pieces centered around the “A Day
Without Violence” theme.

Despite the thousands of submissions
that Betty Griffin Center receives every
year, no two pieces are ever exactly the
same.

“It is really unique to see the different
artwork that comes in from all the dif-
ferent age groups,” said Kenlie Kubert,
event coordinator at the Betty Griffin
Center.

Judges for the contest consist of other
local artists, some recommended by
the St. John’s Cultural Council. While
deciding winners, the judges look for a
“positive impression of peacefulness and
cooperation, artistic merit, originality,
diversity or images, and geographical
diversity within St. John’s County,” ac-
cording to its website.

Winners of the competition have their
work printed in the Betty Griffin Cen-
ter’s annual calendar, with the first-place
winner placed on the front cover, and
second- and third-place winners being
the months of January and February. The

other 110 months consist of runner-ups in
the competition. Each artwork printed in
the calendar is accompanied by a poetry
winner.

Around 3,000 of the calendars are
distributed around St. John’s County to
places such as schools, businesses and
police stations. The calendars are also
available for purchase on the Betty Griffin
Center website and in one of its two thrift
stores.

Not only do winners receive their work
printed in a calendar, but first, second
and third place also come with monetary
prizes as well as recognition during a St.
John’s County School Board meeting and
a display at a local art gallery.

Students can submit work now through
April 30 for the 2022 calendar contest.
They can drop off submissions at libraries
in St. John’s County or at the two Betty
Griffin Center thrift shops. For more
information on the competition, and the
important work of the Betty Griffin Cen-
ter, go to bettygriffincenter.org.

CHARITY TAP
JAKEQVER

Photo provided by Betty Griffin Center
The Betty Griffin Center is now accepting submissions for its annual “A Day Without Violence”
calendar contest, open to K-12th-grade students in St. Johns County schools.
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Ocean Palms Elementary School hosted a family-friendly
outdoor workout to raise money for the school.

Contributed photos
Fundraising workout event organizer Jennifer Werba with
PTO member Stacy Rendzio.

Workout raises $900 for Ocean Palms PTO

Ocean Palms Elementary School hosted its second an-
nual outdoor fundraising workout on Jan. 30. This family
affair offered healthy advice and heart-pumping fun.

Phil Squatrito of Training for Warriors in Ponte Vedra
led the workout.

The afternoon of jumping jacks, 60-yard dashes

and push-ups raised more than just one’s pulse, it also
brought in just under $900 to support Ocean Palms
Elementary School’s PTO.

Sponsors Bill and Jo Hynes of the Hynes Home Team
also attended the event and provided healthy snacks to
participants.

Grune Family Foundation donates $200K
to Boys & Girls Clubs of Northeast Florida

Boys & Girls Clubs of Northeast Florida recently
received a significant contribution from the Grune Fam-
ily Foundation to name the gymnasium at the organiza-
tion’s Citi Teen Center after the late George V. Grune, a
long-time Boys & Girls Club supporter, board member
and donor.

The Grune Family Foundation, consisting of Betty
Lu Grune, George’s widow, and their three sons
George, Jr. (Pittsburgh), Robert (Ponte Vedra Beach, )
and Steven (Darien, Connecticut) pledged $200,000 to
the Citi Teen Center to honor their father’s legacy and
memorialize the gymnasium at the Teen Center in his
honor.

Throughout his lifetime George Grune was deeply
committed to Boys & Girls Clubs, both on the local
and national level, supporting Boys & Girls Clubs of
Northeast Florida and Boys & Girls Clubs of America.
His devotion for Boys & Girls Clubs was developed
while growing up in White Plains, New York, where
he spent many hours enjoying the benefits of what the
clubs had to offer. During his many years of leadership
and service with Boys & Girls Clubs, Grune developed
a passion for serving teens and programs that enhanced
their leadership and character skills.

Grune served on the Boys & Girls Clubs of America
Board of Governors in the early 1990s, eventually
becoming their national chairman. After moving to
Ponte Vedra Beach in 2000, he served on the local
Boys & Girls Clubs of Northeast Florida Board. During
these years of service, Grune contributed greatly to teen

programming at the clubs both locally and nationally.
As the former chairman and CEO of Reader’s Digest,
he engaged the company to create educational schol-
arships for teens who were selected for the national
“Youth of the Year” program, the highest honor a Boys
& Girls Club member can receive.

“Boys & Girls Clubs of Northeast Florida is extreme-
ly appreciative of the generous investment provided
by the Grune Family Foundation to honor George V.
Grune’s legacy and his lifetime of service to youth at
Boys & Girls Clubs,* said Paul Martinez, president and
CEO. “This generous gift will create great futures for
youth in Northeast Florida by providing teens the op-
portunity to discover their possible career pursuits after
high school.”

Originally known as the Laurence F. Lee Boys &
Girls Club, the first Boys & Girls Club in Jacksonville,
the club was renovated and re-opened in April 2019 as
the Citi Teen Center. The Citi Teen Center focuses on
creating great futures for teens through workforce de-
velopment programs featuring a print and embroidery
shop, robotics lab, barbershop, salon, recording studio,
movie theater and gymnasium. Phase II of the Citi Teen
Center, which should open in fall of 2021, features
a culinary arts program complete with a commercial
kitchen and catering hall.

Today, the Citi Teen Center provides area teens, ages
13-18, with a safe place to go after school to complete
homework, have fun, reach their full potential and de-
termine their path after graduating from high school.

Model train enthusiasts
donate S16K to Nemours

A group of train enthusiasts from the Train Collec-
tors Association, Southern Division (TCA), and the
North Florida Village Collectors Club have donated
$16,000 to Nemours Children’s Specialty Care, Jack-
sonville.

The funds were raised after the groups’ 2020 con-
vention was canceled due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
The funds will help cover the costs of maintaining
the landmark model train that is a centerpiece of
the Nemours lobby. Funds will also benefit patients
via the ADAPT (Assisted Dogs and Pony Therapy)
program.

Each year, the TCA and the Department 56 collector
clubs each hold a national convention. The 2020 con-
vention was to be the first-ever event to be held jointly
between the two groups.

“The overlap between the collector groups is well
illustrated by the lobby display at Nemours, which is
maintained by a dedicated group of people that utilize
both trains and villages,” said Anita Sanford, president
of the North Florida Village Collectors Club.

“When the TCA’s 66th National Convention, ‘Make
Trax to Jax,” was canceled due to the COVID-19 pan-
demic, the Convention Committee and all of the vol-
unteers were very disappointed,” said Steve Johnson,
who served as the TCA convention chair. “Between
CSX, the Florida East Coast, the Norfolk Southern,
the Genesee & Wyoming and JaxPort, Jacksonville
is truly a ‘train town’ with a long history of railroad-
related developments.”

Both groups have a tradition of selecting a char-
ity to benefit from convention proceeds. More than
1,000 pieces of village houses, accessories and model
train parts had been donated to support convention
fundraisers. Through online auctions of the items, the
groups were able to continue to support Nemours as
their selected charity.

Volunteers from the Northeast Florida Model
Railroad Club, known as the Choo Choo Crew, visit
Nemours four times annually to maintain the trains
and tracks, and to change the village for each season,
providing some levity and contentment for children
who come to the clinic for specialty care for their
complex medical issues.

The model train at Nemours is the largest size
available and is known as G scale, for “garden,” since
many collectors use them outside in their flower beds.

“This generous donation from the North Village
Collectors and the Train Collectors Association al-
lows Nemours to provide a fun, unique and interac-
tive experience for our patients when they enter our
lobby,” said Dr. Gary Josephson, chief medical officer
of Nemours Children’s Specialty Care, Jacksonville.
“The train has served as a landmark in our lobby for
over 30 years and will continue to be a vital experi-
ence for years to come.”

New renovations at THE PLAYERS Lobby at
Nemours Children’s Specialty Care included a new
base for the train, and enhanced accessibility to view it.

“We are delighted that Nemours believes the train
and village display are a critical part of patient care,”
said Larry Shughart, a railway consultant and mem-
ber of TCA. “Many toy train and village hobbyists
strive to present displays that remind them of their
childhood, favorite stories of days gone by and min-
iature worlds without strife, disease or conflict. The
Nemours train is designed to appeal to children and is
a whimsical model that does not represent any particu-
lar time or place, but the villages surrounding the train
represent the imaginary places we all visit from time
to time to seck comfort and peace.”
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Photo by Susan Griffin
Flagler Health+ recently announced Flagler Hospital has achieved the Healthgrades 2021 America’s 100 Best Hospitals Award.

Flagler Hospital ranked among top 2%
of U.S. hospitals for clinical outcomes

Flagler Hospital has achieved the
Healthgrades 2021 America’s 100 Best
Hospitals Award. The distinction places
the hospital in the top 2% of nearly
4,500 hospitals assessed nationwide for
its consistent, year-over-year superior
clinical performance as measured by
Healthgrades, the leading resource that
connects consumers, physicians and
health systems.

“This distinction is particularly
meaningful in a time when providing
the highest level of care in the safest

possible environment requires even
greater levels of innovation, resil-
ience and commitment,” said Flagler
Health+ President and CEO Jason Bar-
rett. “Words cannot express the depth
of respect and pride I have for our
team members, especially those who
have been working on the front lines
throughout this pandemic for nearly a
year. We are honored to be recognized
by Healthgrades for our excellence in
clinical care.”

“Now more than ever, it is important

to celebrate the physicians, nurses and
extended care teams that are working
around the clock to keep our nation
safe,” said Brad Bowman, Healthgrades
chief medical officer. “For the select
hospitals that have been recognized
with a Healthgrades America’s 100 Best
Hospitals Award, we extend our heart-
felt appreciation and commend them for
their ongoing commitment to delivering
the highest quality healthcare.”

HEALTH continues on Page 23

Local attorney named
chapter president of
trial advocates board

Page 22
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New tax rules for
traditional IRAs and
401(k) contributions
cause for concern

There are many new tax
proposals being advanced
by the new administration;
some may be appropri-
ate while others may be
dangerous to our economic
stability both corporately
and individually, in my
opinion. One that par-
ticularly concerns me, as it
relates to individuals trying
to create a financially secure plan for retire-
ment, involves changing the tax treatment of
traditional IRA and 401(k) plan contributions.

Under the current rules, contributions to
these plans are deductible from one’s taxable
income, assuming certain income limitations
are met in the case of IRA contributions. So,
if one makes $70,000 a year and contributes
$5,000 of those earnings to the employer’s
401(k) plan, their taxable income is reduced by
the $5,000 contribution. Using the new admin-
istration’s logic, that is unfair because someone
earning $40,000 who contributed $5,000 would
receive a lower benefit because they are taxed
at a lower rate. It is proposed that a direct
credit against taxes due be substituted for the
deduction — you might say, so what, it works
out the same. That would be true until you con-
sider the next part of the proposal. To compen-
sate for the perceived advantage that higher tax
bracket taxpayers have over lower tax bracket
taxpayers, it is proposed that the credit one
would receive from making such contributions

Ric Schilling
Guest Columnist

SCHILLING continues on Page 23

Biden administration may spell changes to estate tax and stepped-up basis rule

Dan W. Armstrong
Guest Columnist

A new administration usually means that tax
code changes are coming. While it remains un-
clear exactly what tax changes President Biden’s
administration will usher in, two possibilities
are that he will propose lowering the estate tax
exemption and eliminating the stepped-up basis
on death. The first would affect only multi-mil-
lionaires, but the second could have an impact on
more modest estates and their heirs.

In 2017, Republicans in Congress and President
Trump doubled the federal estate tax exemption

and indexed it for inflation. In 2020, the exemp-
tion is $11.58 million for individuals and $23.16
million for couples. As long as your estate is
valued at under the exemption amount, it will not
pay any federal estate taxes, and vast majority of
estates do not owe any tax. President Biden has
expressed an interest in lowering the estate tax
exemption. It could be halved to $5 million or
even reduced to the previous exemption of $3.5
million for individuals.

Another possible tax change is how property is

valued when it is passed on at death. Cost basis
is the monetary value of an item for tax purposes.
When determining whether a capital gains tax is
owed on property, the basis is used to determine
whether an asset has increased or decreased in
value. For example, if you purchase a stock for
$10,000, that is the cost basis. If you later sell it
for $50,000, you will have to pay taxes on the
$40,000 increase in value.

ARMSTRONG continues on Page 24
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Ponte Vedra attorney to lead local trial advocates board

David M. Dunlap
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Ponte Vedra Beach civil trial lawyer David
M. Dunlap of Dunlap, Ravis & Miller was
sworn in by Judge Tyrie Boyer as the 2021
chapter president at the American Board of
Trial Advocates (ABOTA) annual meeting
and awards ceremony on Dec. 16.

Dunlap specializes in the area of personal

injury and wrongful death litigation and trials.

He has been a member of the Florida Bar for
more than 30 years. Dunlap, Ravis & Miller
maintains offices in the Riverside area and on
State Road A1A in Ponte Vedra Beach.
Dunlap has been a member of ABOTA

since 2009 and has held various leadership
positions with the organization. In 2016 he
received the Chapter Civility Award, which is
given to the member who has done the most
in the past year to elevate the standards of in-
tegrity, honor and courtesy in the Jacksonville
legal community. Dunlap was honored by the
Jacksonville Chapter again in 2018 with the
Chapter President’s Award.

ABOTA is a national association of experi-
enced trial lawyers and judges.

It consists of more than 7,600 lawyers
across the country, equally balanced between
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plaintiff and defense counsel, as well as
judges spread among the 96 chapters in all 50
States.

ABOTA is an invitation-only organization.
Members must have active experience as civil
trial lawyers, have tried at least 10 civil jury
trials to conclusion as lead counsel and must
possess additional litigation experience and
proficiency.

Members must also exhibit the virtues
of civility, integrity and professionalism by
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Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices
FNR plans Mega Open House Weekend

Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices Florida Network Realty
will conduct its Mega Open House Weekend on Feb. 20-21. The
event offers open house viewings — in person and virtually — of
the company’s listings of available homes.

“Our Mega Open House weekend offers a wonderful oppor-
tunity to view numerous homes and neighborhoods throughout
Northeast Florida,” said President and CEO Christy Budnick.
“Our knowledgeable Realtors are available to help everyone
learn more about the home-buying process and find their per-

fect home.”

Go to OpenHouseNEFlorida.com for a list of open houses.
Go to the company’s Facebook page, www.facebook.com/
FloridaNetworkRealty, to see all of the homes featured virtually

during the event.

For more information, go to FloridaNetworkRealty.com.
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Beacon Lake honored at Laurel Awards

Lakefront neighborhood
recognized with gold award

for best community website

The Northeast Florida Builders As-
sociation’s Sales and Marketing Council
recently honored BBX Capital Real
Estate with a gold Laurel Award for Best
Community Website for Beacon Lake.

“We are honored to receive this recog-
nition for Beacon Lake’s website,” said
Bruce J. Parker, managing director for
BBX Capital Real Estate, Beacon Lake’s
master developer. “Our website effec-
tively communicates the community’s
upscale, coastal lifestyle. We appreciate
the accolades from our industry peers
and we encourage everyone to visit our
community, learn more about living at
Beacon Lake and join the hundreds of
families that love living here.”

The recently redesigned website
presents a new look with video enhance-
ments and other improvements that pro-
vide a better user experience. It includes
a community portal for residents to keep
up-to-date on Beacon Lake events and
activities. The website attracts thousands
of potential new residents each month
and is the largest lead generator for the
community.

At Beacon Lake, Dream Finders
Homes and Toll Brothers are building
coastal-inspired single-family homes

featuring front porches and open floor
plans. Dream Finders also is building
luxury townhomes in Harborside at Bea-
con Lake. Seven model homes are cur-
rently open for tours. Homes are priced
starting from the mid $200,000s.

The heart of the Beacon Lake com-
munity is Lake House, the 8,200-square-
foot amenity and fitness center. It is
anchored by a 43-acre lake and located
within 358 acres of nature preserve.

\UR
Contributed photo
BBX Capital Real Estate received a gold Laurel Award for ‘Best Community Website’ for
Beacon Lake. Pictured from left are Bruce J. Parker, Jenn Kjellman, Danielle Simpson and
Aaron Lyman.

Beacon Lake is within the St. Johns
County Public School District and cur-
rently zoned for A-rated schools includ-
ing Ocean Palms Elementary School,
Alice B. Landrum Middle School and
Allen D. Nease High School for the
2020-2021 school year. The district
plans to open a new high school in the
2022-2023 school year.

For more information about Beacon
Lake, go to www.BeaconLake.com.

Health
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From 2017 through 2019, patients
treated in hospitals achieving the award
had, on average, a 26.1 percent lower
risk of dying than if they were treated
in hospitals that had not received the
award, as measured across 19 rated
conditions and procedures for which
mortality is the outcome.

During that same period, if all hospi-
tals performed similarly to those achiev-
ing the award, 172,298 lives could
potentially have been saved.

Flagler Hospital has been recognized
with five star designations and/or or
excellence awards in more than 20 areas
by Healthgrades in 2020-21. These
include disease-specific and surgery-
related categories.

During the 2021 study period, award
recipients are recognized for overall

clinical excellence and providing top
quality care across multiple specialty
lines and areas. These hospitals showed
superior performance in clinical
outcomes for patients in the Medicare
population across at least 21 of 32
most common inpatient conditions and
procedures — as measured by objective
performance data (risk-adjusted mortal-
ity and in-hospital complications).

Go to www.healthgrades.com/quality
for more information.

Schilling

Continued from 21

be limited to a certain percentage which
favors the lower bracket taxpayer over the
higher bracket taxpayer.

By example, the lower bracket taxpayer
might get a 10% credit for contributions
made while the higher tax bracket tax-
payer might get a 20% credit for such con-
tributions. Under the proposal, the cap on
tax credits might be 15% thus limiting the
higher tax bracket taxpayer to that amount
and causing a portion of their contribution
to, in effect, be taxable. The rub comes
when the funds are withdrawn, presum-
ably in retirement. While only a portion
of the contributions were tax favored
at the time they were made, there is no
indication that withdrawals will be taxed
differently than they are at present, i.e.,
all withdrawals will be fully taxed when
received. The net result is double taxation
on a portion of the contributions — limit-
ing the tax deduction/credit of contribu-
tions made but taxing all withdrawals.

I fear that this will cause many middle-
income people to reevaluate the extent of
their participation in retirement savings
plans with all the future consequences that
may result from such a decision. It could
also create a wave of future retirees more
dependent on government support when
Social Security and other government
resources are already strained.

I am not taking a political position here,
just expressing a concern for the future
economic health of the country and its
citizens. I realize that the new administra-
tion wants to increase Federal spending in
a number of ways and has to create a lot
more tax revenue to pay for it. However,
this proposal is not, in my view, a sensible
way to accomplish their goals as it will
come back to haunt us years from now
when this administration is long gone.

By the way, this form of taxing IRA’s
will not affect those who can no longer
contribute to IRA’s due to retirement or
are no longer a wage earner. This will not
affect retirees, but will most certainly af-
fect those who are working and earning a
good wage.

Frederic “Ric” Schilling is a Florida native,
born in Jacksonville, Fl. Ric is President and
founder of Senior Guardians of America, a
local North Florida firm specializing in tax
reduction, long term illness planning, asset
protection, probate avoidance and life
income planning. Ric is a National Speaker
and Advocate on Senior Issues and has been
featured by the Florida Times Union and
WJXT, TV-4 in Jacksonville as an authority
on Estate Planning and Retirement Issues.
Senior Guardians has an A+ rating with the
Better Business Bureau and is a member in
excellent standing with the National Ethics
Association. Ric Schilling is a Certified Fi-
nancial Fiduciary (CFF). You may contact Ric
at 904-371-3302 or 888-891-3381 Please
visit: www.seniorguardian.com
Investment Advisory Services offered
through Center Street Advisors, Inc. (CSA),
an SEC Registered Investment Advisor.
Frederic H. Schilling of Schilling and As-
sociates, LLC (d/b/a Senior Guardians of
America) is an Investment Advisor Repre-
sentative of CSA.
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The best time to

plan your estate is now.

o

L

John Crawford, Shareholder | Bradley Manning, Attorney
Estate Planning, Business Planning, Asset Protection

904-807-2183 | JCrawford@marksgray.com
904-285-8760 | BManning@marksgray.com

www.marksgray.com
Jacksonville | Jacksonville Beach

Janet E. Johnson, P.A.

(w] J

MarksGray |

-

Armstrong

Continued from 21

Under current law, when a property
owner dies, the cost basis of the
property is “stepped up.” This means
the current value of the property
becomes the basis. For example,
suppose you inherit a house that was
purchased years ago for $50,000 and
it is now worth $250,000. You will
receive a step up from the original cost
basis from $50,000 to $250,000. If you
sell the property right away, you will
not owe any capital gains taxes.

According to an article in the New
York Times, the current administration
may choose to eliminate the basis
step-up rule. In the past it was difficult
to determine the original cost basis
of some property, but in the digital
age that information is more easily
gathered. The change could result in
tax increases for some people inheriting

property that has risen significantly in
value.

Another question is whether
any of these changes will be made
retroactively. It is unlikely, but possible
that if Congress changes either of these
rules later in the year, they could be
made retroactive to the first of the year.

If you are concerned about these rules
changing, a trust may be a good way to
protect your estate. Property in a trust
passes outside of probate, and there are
specific types of trusts that are designed
to protect assets against estate taxes and
capital gains. Talk to your attorney to
determine if a trust is right for you.

Tax experts agree that while
changes to the tax code are likely, they
probably won’t happen right away. The
coronavirus pandemic and economic
downturn mean that Congress has other
priorities at the moment.
Dan W. Armstrong is an attorney based in

Ponte Vedra Beach. He specializes in elder
law, estate planning and corporate law.

Board

Continued from 22

following the ABOTA Code of Profes-
sionalism and Principles of Civility. Its
members are dedicated to the preservation
and promotion of the right to civil jury

as provided by the 7th Amendment to the
U.S. Constitution.

The Jacksonville Chapter, one of the
largest in the country, consists of 104
members. It presents educational and com-
munity programs, including the Teacher’s
Law School, the 7th Amendment Sym-
posium for Middle School Students, the
James Otis Lecture Series on Constitution
Day and the Gary Pajcic Professionalism-
Civility Matters Program for lawyers
throughout the state.

Criminal Defense Attorney

anet Johnson is committed to aggressively defending people accused in all
J criminal matters in state and federal court. In practice since 1994, she is
a member of the Florida Bar, The Federal Bar, Colorado Bar, as well as the
Florida Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers. She has been on the faculty
of FACDL “Blood, Breath & Tears” annual DUI seminar. Ms. Johnson has
been awarded the AV preeminent rating " from Martindale-Hubble® and was
named a fellow to the prestigious Litigation Counsel of America™, as well as one

of the ten best criminal defense attorneys nationally for client satisfaction by

the American Institute of Criminal Law Attorneys. She also appears as a legal

commentator on CNN and HLN.

Areas of criminal law that are handled by Janet Johnson:

* DUI Defense ¢ Federal Cases * Robbery/Burglary * Assault & Battery ¢ Juvenile
Cases * Domestic Violence * Sex Offenses * Child Abuse/Exploitation * Health

Care Fraud ¢ Drug Trafficking/Possession * Shop-Lifting ¢ Probation Violations *
White Collar Crime

Please call our office for a free initial consultation.

3219 Atlantic Blvd., Jacksonville, FL. 32207 904.634.8991

janetejohnsonlaw.com

The hiring of a lawyer is an important decision that should not be based solely upon
advertisements. Before you decide, ask us to send you free written information about

our qualifications and experience.
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BRILEY & DEAL, LLC

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

O

Blake Deal Randy Briley

Concentrates his practice in the Concentrates his practice in General Civil
areas of Residential and Commercial Litigation, Family Law, Bankruptcy,
Real Estate Law and Property Tax Law Contracts and Construction Law
Bdeal@jaxrelaw.com Rbriley@jaxrelaw.com

PROPERTY TAX — HOMESTEAD
AND PORTBILITY EXPERTS

BUYING AND SEALLING AT THE BEACHES? BUIING A NW HOME? YOUR CLOSING
WILL RECEIVE DETAILED AND PROFESSIONAL ATTENTION AT BRILEY & DEAL

1525B THE GREENS WAY, JACKSONVILLE BEACH
904-285-5299 | WWW.JAXRELAW.COM
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St. Anastasia Catholic Church
Concert Series contmues Feb 20

The St. Anastasia Catholic Church
concert series continues at 7 p.m. Satur-
day, Feb. 20, with “Music for Two Grand
Pianos, Four Hands” featuring Duo Beaux
Arts, the husband-and-wife team of Dr.
Catherine Lan and Steinway artist Tao Lin.

This is the second appearance of the
piano duo at the church. Music director
Peter Morin recalled two years ago when
another duo cancelled their scheduled
performance and other performers had to
be found to fill in.

“I scrambled to find a replacement and
stumbled upon these two amazing musi-
cians,” Morin said, adding, “They had im-
mediate standing ovations and played three
encores. They are sensational!”

Duo Beaux Arts was formed in 2008.
They have performed in France, Switzer-
land, Spain, Netherlands, Estonia, Finland,
China and the United States to both critical
and audience acclaim. Season highlights
include concerto appearances with South
Florida Symphony performing Mozart’s
Concerto for Two Pianos, recitals at the
prestigious Cosmos Club in Washington,
D.C., and debuts in Canada and Hungary.

The Duo specializes in music from the
Baroque era to the contemporary, including
tangos and ragtime. They are the founders
of Beaux Arts Chamber Music Series in

Contributed photo
Duo Beaux Arts, the husband-and-wife team
of Steinway artist Tao Lin and Dr. Catherine
Lan, will perform Feb. 20 at St. Anastasia
Catholic Church.

Naples, Florida, which invites pre-eminent
chamber groups to perform in an intimate
setting. Duo Beaux Arts has been featured
on Fox4 Morning Blend TV, Venice Maga-
zine, Parklander Magazine and Gulfshore
Life Magazine.

St. Anastasia Catholic Church is located
at 5205 A1A South. The concert which is
made possible in part due to the support
and generosity of Ms. Marty Geiser, is
open to the public. Admission and parking
are free. Social distancing and masks are
required.

For more information email staccmu-
sic@aol.com.

Billy Strings to perform 3 nights in
March at St. Augustme Amphitheatre

Grammy-nominated
singer, songwriter and
musician Billy Strings will
take the stage at the St.
Augustine Amphitheatre for
three nights, March 19-21,
for a special, limited capac-
ity, physically distanced
concert series.

After performing numer-
ous livestreams and drive-
in concerts throughout 2020, the newly
confirmed dates will be Strings’ first
in-person shows in over a year.

Tickets for the performances are on sale
now.

In order to protect those in attendance,
enhanced safety measures and protocols
will be in place, including contactless
digital ticketing, distanced seating, face
covering requirements and mobile order-
ing for concessions and merchandise.

Michigan-born and now Nashville-
based, Billy Strings arrived on the music
scene as one of the most compelling new
artists with the release of his 2017 debut
LP, “Turmoil & Tinfoil.”

Since his debut, Strings has been
awarded Guitar Player of the Year and
New Artist of the Year at the 2019
International Bluegrass Music Awards,
selected as one of Rolling Stone’s 2017

Billy Strings

“New Country Artists to Know”
and performed on “Jimmy Kim-
mel Live!” and PBS’ “Blue-
grass Underground.”

Often playing more than 200
shows per year, he has also be-
come known as an electric live
performer, keeping the impro-
visational tradition of bluegrass
alive while incorporating ele-
ments of several diverse genres.

WXPN’s World Café declares him “a
bona fide phenom ... with his virtuosic
guitar playing front and center, Strings
fuses bluegrass to psych rock, country
and jam music, without fussing over what
bluegrass should be.”

The event continues a breakthrough
series of years for Strings, who is nomi-
nated for Best Bluegrass Album at the
63rd Grammy Awards for his critically
acclaimed new record, “Home.”

Out now on Rounder Records, “Home”
was produced by Glenn Brown (Greensky
Bluegrass) and furthers Strings’ reputation
as “one of music’s most dynamic young
stars” (Rolling Stone).

Of the album, the Associated Press
proclaimed, “It is his creative musical
storytelling, paired with solid vocals on

STRINGS continues on Page 27
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Internet!
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ACROSS

1. Alamode

5. Westminster broad-
caster

8. Lamb’s momma
11. Depression drifter
12. Alternative to
truth

13. Like a Druid, e.g.
15. Verify

16. Flair

17. Avoid paying
taxes

18.*Same as power
in math

20. Surrender territory
21. Mini, midi or maxi
22.Longnosed fish
23.*Round #23 Down
26. Adverb derived
from zone

30. Miner's bounty
31. Curved like a foot
34. Mother Earth to
Ancient Greeks
35.Truck amounts
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Fili in the Blank squares in the grid, making swre that every
row. colwmn and J-bw.d box includos alfl dicifs 1 throwah 8.

37"
the free..!
38. Hitler's Third

39. Capri, eg.

40. Walked
42.Grande, eg.

43. Remove scales
45. Accustomed, two
words

47. Like arctic air

48. More capable
50.Tibetan priest

52. *Part of a whole
number

55. Grinding tooth
56. Stare amorously
57. Hoofbeat sound
59. Garlic mayo

60. Kick out

61. Gossamer

62. *Pi's second digit
63.High ___
64."Brave New World”
drug

DOWN

1. Half a particular
dance

2. Past tense of heave
3. Type of mountain
goat

4. Body six feet under
5. Harvest helper

6. Small goose

7. Abe’s coin

8. Exclamation of
surprise, archaic

9. Do like fly fisherman
10. Between north-
east and east

12. One who denies
13. Popular pie nut

the land of

14.*Sum divided by
count

19. Southern cuisine
pods

22. Apollo to ancient
Greeks

23. *Three-dimen-
sional object

24. Not poetry

25. Mends

26. *Whole number
between -1 and 1
27. Scottish land-
owner

28.In accordance
with law

29. Search engine
pioneer

32. Pigeon’s home
33.H in British HMS
36. *Kind of point
38. Set to zero

40. Cunning

41. Pleasing to the ear
44.Ticks and mites,
taxonomically speak-
ing

46. Short for Fred-
ericas

48. Lock horns

49. Popular craft
wood

50. Under a fig leaf?
51. Gel producing
plant

52.%0.3048 meters
53.Pastawith
and alio
54."Cheers"regular
55. Cultural Revolu-
tion leader

58. Money in Myan-
mar
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Lightner Museum
exhibitions to
explore American
Impressionism

This spring, the Lightner Museum celebrates the evocative,
timeless beauty of late 19th and early 20th century American art
with two exhibitions of American Impressionist paintings.

“American Impressionism: Treasures from the Daywood Col-
lection,” features paintings from the acclaimed collection of the
Huntington Museum of Art in West Virginia.

A companion exhibition, “St. Augustine in a New Light:
American Impressionism from the Collection of the Lightner
Museum,” is curated from the Lightner’s own collection.

The exhibitions will run from April 8§ to July 5.

“American Impressionism: Treasures from the Daywood Col-
lection” showcases work from a transitional time in American
art when painters abandoned the rigors of academic styles and
subjects.

Inspired by their European counterparts, they turned to
intimate scenes of the cultivated countryside and figure studies
of friends and neighbors that reflected the more modern influ-
ences of Impressionism and Post-Impressionism. Robert Henri,
George Inness, George Luks, Gari Melchers, John Sloan, John
Twachtman and J. Alden Weir are among the notable artists
featured in the exhibition.

The exhibition was organized by the Huntington Museum of Art
and is toured by International Arts & Artists, Washington, D.C.

Photo provided by Lightner Museum
Felix F. de Crano’s “King Street Looking East,” painted in oil on
canvas in 1906.

“St. Augustine in a New Light: American Impressionism
from the Collection of the Lightner Museum” harkens back
to the waning years of the 19th century, when St. Augustine
became a winter haven for Impressionist painters from artists’
colonies in the north.

Attracted by the warm climate and picturesque scenery, the
artists found a reliable source of income in the wealthy tour-
ists who wintered at Henry Flagler’s hotels. They applied the
shimmering light, warm colors and expressive brushwork of
Impressionism to scenes of St. Augustine’s quaint streets, bus-
tling harbors and magnificent coastline, presenting the Ancient
City and its environs in a bold new light.

o
Strings
Continued from 26 Albums Titles.
‘Home’ that should seal the deal, pleasing
fans of the genre and creating some new
ones ... the perfect blend of pure talent
and pluck.”

The Wall Street Journal declared, “Billy
Strings has clearly emerged as a premier
guitar flatpicker of this era.’

Moreover, Strings and the album

topped Billboard’s 2020 year-end chart
in both Bluegrass categories: Top Blue-
grass Albums Artists and Top Bluegrass

Tickets for Billy Strings are available
for purchase at the St. Augustine Amphi-
theatre Box Office and online at Ticket-
master.com. The St. Augustine Amphithe-
atre Box Office will be open 10 a.m. to 6
p.m. Fridays and 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Saturdays. Payment will be only accepted
via debit or credit card.

r
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Organ and
strings recital to
be held Feb. 21

The Florida Chamber Music Project has
rescheduled its organ and strings recital for
3 p.m. Sunday, Feb. 21, at Riverside Presby-
terian Church, which is located at 894 Park
St. in Jacksonville.

The Jacksonville Chapter of the Ameri-
can Guild of Organists will jointly present
the Florida Chamber Music Project string
quartet and organist Jean Spyksma. The re-
cital will feature works by Handel, Mozart,
Vivaldi, Albinoni and Bach. Reservations
for the free concert are required and can be
made at http://bit.ly/3tJCHNV.

The concert was originally canceled due
to COVID restrictions. All church safety
protocols will be in place for this perfor-
mance. Safe distancing guidelines will be
observed. All attendees must wear a mask.

The Florida Chamber Music Project
fosters and encourages the presentation of
classical chamber music.

Jean Spyksma moved to Florida five
years ago from Chicago, where she enjoyed
a long career as an organist and conductor
in the field of church music. She has been a
featured organ recitalist and harpsichordist
around Chicagoland, appearing regularly
with the Illinois Philharmonic Orchestra.

OPENING
THIS SUMMER

Reserve
Now!

MARSH LANDING COUNTRY CLUB . ,

Step inside 5070 Bentgrass Circle & experience o beautifully
decorated, coastal fraditional home with 4946 sq. ft of spacious

8 living bui by Gary McCumber. The foyer opens fo a charming , Th e SOI Ut ion TO YO ur RESO I Utl ons.
dining room, a large 2-story living room, all with hardwood floors _ l - l Fv

and o wall of windows & doors overlooking the pool & spa, This
8 5 Br & 5.5 Bo custom home offers an abundance of fist flor You've made your 2021 resolutions. FquiIIing them doesn't take an
&% living, from your downstairs master suite with a fireplace, sitting . . I . . I,
iron will or superhuman discipline - just time and opportunities.
Both are available at Windsor Pointe Vibrant Independent Living.

room and large master bath to the study with custom built in
bookcases & cherry wood paneling. The family room includes
voulted ceilings, walls of windows, a gos fireplace that opens to
the kitchen with white cabinets & solid surface counters. Just
minutes to the beach, golf & club. This home offers the best of
Ponte Vedra Beach living! Just sold for $1,050,000

DEDICATED TO EXCELLENT RESULTS

Eat Healthier | Exercise More | Learn Something New
Read More | Spend More Time With Family & Friends

TAKE A PRIVATE TOUR: 904-490-6300

> Janet Westhng,

A Residence of Legend Senior Living®

BERKSHIRE W’ d' 1 _ _
g Furor G, civs TR 11Asor Pointe  windsorpointejax.com
W (904) 813-1913 Cell ~ Homeservices
&) Jonot Westling@bhhshnrcom Florida Network Realty VIBRANT INDEPENDENT LIVING @) @)
www.JanetWestling.com @E B

©2020 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An indepentendly owned and operated franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the

Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are registered service marks of HomeServices of America, Inc.* Equal Housing Opportunity.

Welcome Center: 14333-26 Beach Blvd, Jacksonville
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Photo provided by Scott Bunkosky
The Ponte Vedra boys basketball team celebrates a 61-52 victory over St. Augustine in the
district championship on Friday, Feb. 12.

By Jim Moyes
Special to the Recorder

Ponte Vedra captured its first district cham-
pionship in five years by defeating St. Au-
gustine 61-52 last Friday night on the Sharks’
home court. The win advances the Sharks into
the FHSAA Class 5A regional playoffs where
they host Terry Parker at 7 p.m. Thursday,
Feb. 18.

The victory over the Yellow Jackets was
the second win during the week following an
earlier 74-51 win over Deltona in a district
semifinal. The one-two scoring punch of
junior Luke Pirris and senior guard Alex Mad-
son paved the way for the Sharks as the pair
combined for 91 points for their week’s work.

Pirris scored a career-high 35 points in the
Deltona contest and followed up with 16 in
Friday’s final. After tallying 17 points in Tues-
day’s win over Deltona, Madson poured in 23
tallies against St. Augustine.

“Madson’s 23-point performance where he
was 4 for 5 from the arc during this cham-
pionship game is one for the ages,” Sharks
coach Kevin Whirity said.

At one point midway through the third
quarter in Friday’s contest, the Sharks surged
to a 20-point lead at 42-21, and it appeared

MORE LOCAL BASKETBLL PLAYOFFS

Send your sports news to
pvrecorder@opcfla.com

they were headed to another easy victory.

However, the visiting Jackets went on a
10-0 run to cut the deficit in half drawing
some concern from Whirity.

“We learned a lot Friday (both good and
bad), and we’ll be grinding all week long up
to Thursday’s tough test against Terry Parker,”
he said.

A three-point play from Pirris stopped the
run and both teams pretty much played even
until the final buzzer. The closest St. Augus-
tine came to the Sharks was seven points at
53-46 with less than a minute remaining.
However, led by baskets and free throws from
Pirris and Madson, the Sharks held their lead.

So dominant were the Sharks in Tuesday’s
opening round rout of Deltona that Pirris
scored all 35 of his points in just three quar-
ters of action as Whirity emptied his bench for
much of the final quarter.

Pirris now becomes one of but three play-
ers in PVHS history to score 30 or more
points in a single contest. Former UNF
star Beau Beech holds the record with 45
markers in his senior season back in 2012,
while Jackson Johnson poured in 31 against
Fletcher, also in 2012.

SHARKS continues on Page 30

The top-seeded Nease boys basketball team fell to Oakleaf 57-46 in the district semifinals Feb. 10. ...
The Nease girls basketball team lost to Spruce Creek 67-63 in the regional quarterfinals Feb. 11. ...
The Ponte Vedra girls basketball team fell to St. Augustine 43-35 in the regional semifinals Feb. 16.

Bolles athletes commit to universities

Ponte Vedra resident Matthew Anderson
and Atlantic Beach resident Maxine Mon-
toya were among eight Bolles student-ath-
letes honored Nov. 11 for committing to a
particular college or university to continue
their athletic and academic careers.

Family, friends, classmates, coaches
and faculty gathered in Davis Gymnasium
on the San Jose Campus to celebrate this
achievement. Athletic Director Matt Mor-
ris welcomed everyone and several coach-

es introduced their respective athletes.
The following Bolles student-athletes

were honored: m Jackson Mayo, University of South

Florida
BASEBALL
m Matthew Anderson, University of CROSS COUNTRY & TRACK
Richmond m Maxine Montoya, Brown University
m Jackson Baumeister, Florida State
University SWIMMING

m Gunner Boree, Brown University

m Emily MacDonald, Columbia University

Bolles athletes commit to various universities in several sports.

m Ansen Meyer, Georgetown Univer-

sity

m Sasha Ramey, Louisiana State Uni-

versity

as they commit to colleges.

This was the first of three college com-
mitment ceremonies planned at Bolles this
school year to recognize student-athletes

Photos provided by The Bolles School
Baseball player and Ponte Vedra resident
Matthew Anderson has committed to the
University of Richmond.
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CLASSIFIED RATES 2021

All Line Ads are 4 lines,

20 to 25 Characters Per Line.
*Additional Lines Can be Purchased
*All Rates Are NET

Private Party Line Rates

«$14.00 1 week « $23.00 2 weeks
+ $31.00 3 weeks « $37.50 4 weeks
Add lines $2.15 each

(Couches, TV's, Beds, Household Items, Etc.)

Commercial Line Rates
+$22.50 1 week « $39.00 2 weeks
« $55.50 3 weeks « $70.00 4 weeks

Add lines 52.15 each

(Animals, Cars, Renting or Selling a Home or
to Advertise Your Business or Services)

Employment Spotlight/Real Estate

1x2 (2"x2") $40.50/1 wk » $70.00/2 wks. «
1x3 (2"x3") $61.50/1 wk. » $112.00/2 wks. «
2x2 (4"x2") $82.00/1 wk. « $153.00/2 wks. «
2x3 (4"x3") $123.00/1 wk. «$225/2 wks. «

CLASSIFIED 29

Message to Advertisers:

All ads are non-refundable. Please check your ad copy
the first week of publication. We will only apply credit
for the first run and credits are subject to approval by
the Publisher. If ad is cancelled prior to first insertion,
cancellation must be made by the classified deadline
of Wednesday by 3pm. Ads must comply with Federal,
State or local laws. We are not responsible for ad
content. Ads are subject to approval by the Publisher.

$100/3 wks.
$150.00/3 wks.
$200.00/3 wks.
$300/3 wks.

Business & Worship Directory
1.5 x 2 $55.00/month
1.5 x4 $96.52/month

1.5x6 $149.52/month
Rate Guide for: The Recorder

| | ] AFA|
o el S0 B2

www.pontevedrarecorder.com

FRIDAY 5PM 904-285-7232

Financial
Service

Over $10K in debt? Be debt free in
24-48 months. Pay a fraction of what
you owe. A+ BBB rated. Call
National Debt Relief 1-855-959-7825

The COVID crisis has cost us all
something. Many have lost jobs and
financial security. Have $10K In
Debt? Credit Cards. Medical Bills.
Car Loans. Call NATIONAL DEBT
RELIEF! We can help! Get a FREE
debt relief quote:

Call 1-877-316-7129

Wesley Financial Group, LLC. Time-
share  Cancellation  Experts.
Over$50,000,000 in timeshare debt
and fees cancelled in 2019. Get
freeinformational package and learn
how to get rid of your timeshare!
Freeconsultations. Over 450 positive
reviews. Call 844-405-1099

Health Service/
Medical

VIAGRA & CIALIS! 60 pills for
$99. 100 pills for $150. FREE
shipping. Money back guaran-
teed! 1-855-457-9751

Health Service/
Medical

Recently Diagnosed w/Lung Cancer
or Mesothelioma? Exposed to As-
bestos Pre-1980 atWork or Navy?
You May Be Entitled to a Significant
Cash Award! Smoking HistoryOkay!
Call 1-888-789-0415

Life Alert. One press of a button sends
help FAST, 24/7! At home and on the
go. Mobile Pendant with GPS. FREE
First Aid Kit (with subscription.) CALL
877-354-1492 FREE Brochure.

FL Licensed CNA/Caregiver w/15
years experience in Geriatric care.
Clean FBI background - very good
references. Looking for private duty
job. Call Nica: 904-370-9178

MERCHANDISE *

Medical Supplies

Stay in your home longer withan
American Standard Walk-In Bathtub.
Receive up to $1,500 off, including
afree toilet, and a lifetime warranty on
the tub and installation! Call us
at1-877-583-3563 or visit www.walki
ntubgquote.com/cpf

Health, Beauty & /
Fitness Aids

Thinking about installing anew
shower? American Standard
makes it easy. FREE design
consultation. Enjoyyour shower
again! Call 1-844-230-0741 today
to see how you can save $1,000
oninstallation, or visit www.news
howerdeal.com/flmedia

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physi-
cians Mutual Insurance Compa-
ny. NOT just a discount plan,
REAL coverage for [350] proce-
dures. Call 1-833-424-6043 for
details. www.dental50plus.com/

Medical Supplies

HEARING AIDS!! Buy one/get one
FREE! High-quality rechargeable
Nano hearing aids priced 90% less
than competitors. Nearly invisible!
45-day money back guarantee!
855-501-9969

Satellite Sales

& Service
DISH Network. $59.99 for 190
Channels! Blazing Fast Internet,

$19.99/mo. (where available.) Switch
& Get a FREE $100 Visa Gift Card.
FREE Voice Remote. FREE HD DVR.
FREE Streaming on ALL Devices. Call
today! 1-855-895-7245

Satellite Sales
& Service

Garage, Yard &
Estate Sales

High-Speed Internet. We instantly
compare speed, pricing, availability to
find the best service for your needs.
Starting at  $39.99/month! Quickly
compare offers from top providers. Call
1-855-956-3567

4G LTE Home Internet Now
Available! Get GotW3 with lightning
fast speeds plus take your service
with you when you travel! As low as
$109.99/mo! 1-888-708-1498

Earthlink High Speed Internet. As Low
As  $14.95/month (for the first 3
months.) Reliable High Speed Fiber
Optic  Technology. Stream Videos,
Music and More! Call Earthlink Today
1-877-929-1176

Computers
& Equipment

COMPUTER ISSUES? GEEKS ON
SITE provides FREE diagnosis RE-
MOTELY 24/7 SERVICE DURING
COVIDI9. No home visit necessary.
$40 OFF with coupon 86407! Restric-
tions apply. 1-855-993-4172)

YOUR AD
HERE

***ESTATE SALES BY***
***FAYE & ASSOCIATES***
Elegance of Nocatee
Feb. 18, 19, 20 - 9am-2pm
49 Woodview Ct., Nocatee
House loaded.

See details & pictures on
www.estatesales.net

***ESTATE SALES BY***
***FAYE & ASSOCIATES***
Marsh Landing
Feb. 25, 26, & 27 - 9am-2pm
125 Kingfisher Dr.

See details & pictures on
www.estatesales.net

TRANSPORTATION

Autos For Sale

CASH FOR CARS! We buy all cars!
Junk, high-end, totaled it doesn't
matter! Get free towing and same
day cash! NEWER MODELS too!
Call 1-833-238-0340

. =
Find ln the

DIRECTORY

To advettise in the Worship Directory
call April ot 904-285-8831

beBOLDT

Christ Episcopal Church

Sunday Worship
7:45, 9:00, 11:15 a.m., 5:00 p.m. Church,
9:00 Chapel, 9:00, 11:15 a.m. Contemporary
10:15 a.m. Christian Formation
Nursery available

Misa en Espaiiol
Domingos 12:45 p.m. Almuerzo 12 - 12:40 p.m.

904-285-6127

400 San Juan Drive, Ponte Vedra Beach
christepiscopalchurch.org

Autos For Sale

For Sale
o

2015

Lexus RX 350
In great shape.
All the bells and
whistles.
Mileage is 73,800.
Asking 21,300
Call John
904-424-0182

Miscellaneous

Up to $15,000.00 of GUARANTEED
Life Insurance! No medical exam or
health questions. Cash to help pay
funeral and other final expenses. Call
Physicians Life Insurance Company-
844-721-1875 or visit www.LifeS5plus
.info/flma

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever!
LeafFilter, the most advanceddebris
-blocking gutter protection. Schedule
a FREE LeafFilter estimate
today.15% off Entire Purchase. 10%
Senior & Military  Discounts.
Call1-866-287-4769
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Lord of Life
W Lutheran Church

Worship in an open-air pavilion
A simple place for reflection during these trying times.
Bring a mask. Everything’s in the program.
Touchless togetherness!
Sunday at 9:45 a.m.
276 N. Roscoe Blvd., Ponte Vedra Beach
(904) 285-5347 « www.LordofLifePVB.org

L

Hodges Campus
4420 Hodges Blvd.

Wednesdays
6:30pm

Sundays
9:00 and 10:30am

ChetsCreek

CHURCH

chetscreek.com

Nocatee Campus
Meeting at
Valley Ridge Academy
105 Greenleaf Dr.

Sundays
9:30 and 11:00am

T
X
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Need Help with Family Law? Can't
Afford a $5000 Retainer? https://www
familycourtdirect.com/?network=1

Low Cost Legal Services - Pay As
You Go - As low as $750-$1500 - Get
Legal Help Now! Call
1-844-415-4092 Mon-Fri 7am to 4pm

GENERAC Standby Generators. The
weather is increasingly unpredictable.
Be prepared for power outages. FREE
7-year extended warranty ($695 value!)
Schedule your FREE in-home assess-
ment today. Call 1-855-708-4101.
Special financing for qualified cus-
tomers.

We have Clinics
STATEWIDE.
Medical

Marijuana Clinics,
call today!

Call 1-833-420-0421
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Episcopal athletes take part in 5|gn|ng day ceremony

Episcopal’s Munnerlyn Campus held a
special signing day ceremony for students
and their parents and media on Feb. 3 in
the Semmes Gym.

Eleven sports are represented, and
students will attend more than 15 different
colleges and universities, including the
University of Florida, Yale, Davidson, the
University of Pennsylvania, Jacksonville
University and Sewanee.

BASEBALL
Clayton Hodges, Jacksonville University
Dillon Haines, Stetson University
Brogan Napier, University of Central
Florida
Layton Perry, Jacksonville University

FOOTBALL
Nick Elksnis, University of Florida
Tucker Tomberlin, Stetson University
Jack Bogan, Davidson College
CJ Tremble, University of Pennsylvania

LACROSSE

Mia Carter, Flagler College

Winnie Pajcic, Sewanee: The Univer-
sity of the South

GIRLS SOCCER
Abigail Jones, Ave Maria University

ROWING
Emilee Podvia, Rollins College

SOFTBALL
Kami Eppley, Stetson University

Maddie Latta, Yale University

SWIMMING
Julian Smith, University of Florida
Mary Kate Kelley, University of Florida
Scott Haney, Georgia Institute of Tech-
nology
Grant Himes, Swarthmore College

TENNIS
Justin Bobo, Rhodes College

Photo provided by Eplscopal School of Jacksonville
Episcopal’s Munnerlyn Campus held a special signing day ceremony for students and their
parents and media on Feb. 3.

CROSS COUNTRY/TRACK AND FIELD/
TRIATHLON

Sabrina Wingert (pole vault), University
of South Florida

VOLLEYBALL

Jordan Cooper, University of North
Florida

Cate Hale, Montreat College

WRESTLING
Joe Jackson, Roanoke College
Noah Meyer Roanoke College

Sharks

Continued from 28

“Pound for Pound, watch out,”
Whirity said. “No wonder the D-1
football offers are flowing in. Pirris has
the ability to score in such a variety of
ways, creating many matchup challeng-
es. And while Luke is an exceptional
athlete, his desire to win is second to
none.”

Ironically, it was the 2011-12 district
championship the Ponte Vedra team,
featuring future D-1 players Beech and
Johnson, that would have its season
come to an end in an overtime loss on
the road to Terry Parker. That con-
test remains as the only game played
between the two schools prior to this
Thursday night’s game.

Terry Parker will come into the
district championship game with a 15-7
record following its loss in the district
finals to Lee. The Braves are led by a
pair of seniors — 6-foot-2 Lakese Na-
tana and 6-foot-4 Chris Victor. Natana
brings a lofty 18 points a game average
into the the district final, while Victor
tallies about 12 points per outing. Vic-
tor will pose a problem for the Sharks
on the boards as he pulls down about
12 missed shots a game.

If the Sharks come out on top, they
would host the winner of Thursday
night’s Lee/St. Augustine matchup in
the regional semifinals Feb. 23.

PERITY

sjcchamber.com

ST. I(‘JHNH
HAMEER

COMUENLDE

S
C

904.285.2004

0%

more

Source: Real Value of

Joining a Local Chamber of

Commerce
Shapiro Group, 2012.

Consumersare
Eighty Percent more

likely to buy from

Chamber Members

PV2-Lv45045
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Miscellaneous

Guaranteed Life Insurance! (Ages 50
to 80). No medical exam. Affordable —
premiums never increase. Benefits
never decrease. Policy will only be
cancelled for non-payment. 1-
833-946-2478 (1)

Wesley Financial Group, LLC. Time-
share Cancellation Experts. Over
$50,000,000 in timeshare debt and fees
cancelled in 2019. Get free informa-
tional package and learn how to get rid
of your timeshare! Free consultations.
Over 450 positive reviews. Call
844-405-1099

GOLF COURSE AUCTIONS

Fabruary 11th—Cazwiaod Golf Club
Fabruary 18th—Lake Wales Country Club

Foor Marre Infarrmiation, Ssit s, Dullseyedicticns.com

roal ostate, inc. -

Laka Wales, Fl.

§BE-324-5020
FIR=£B+303638 - ALcticn £Al13205

The Generac PWR cell, a solar plus
battery storagesystem. SAVE money,

reduce your reliance on the grid,
prepare for power outagesand power
your home. Full installation services
available. $0 Down FinancingOption.
Request a FREE, no obligation, —
quote today. Call 1-855-706-0484

CLASSIFIEDS
YOUR SOURCE FOR A

QUICK SALE! | [-

1102 ATAN., Unit 108
Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082
904.285.8831

$SCASH PAID FOR OLD HARLEYS & MOTORCYCLES

FYAT.: CYCLESHIBACRE 103G AL COM

Motorcycles

WANTED

BEFORE 1380
ARY DONDITION! ELNNING CE XCT) —
vall: 845-389-3238 o

HELLO

my hame is

y)oouf Ad Here

Introduce yourself to thousands of new customers in our next
edition. It’s a great way to showcase your products and services
to consumers who care about keeping our community vibrant
and strong by supporting local businesses like yours.

Call 904.285.8831 today, and let us start
spreading the word about your business
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Cars/trucks wanted!!! 2002 and newer! Any condition. Running
or not. Competitive offer! Free towing! We're nationwide! Call
now: 1-888-416-2330.

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 50 Generic Pills SPECIAL $99.00 FREE
Shipping! 100% guaranteed. 24/7 CALL NOW! 888-445-5928
Hablamos Espanol

Wants to purchase minerals and other oil and gas interests. Send
details to P.0. Box 13557 Denver, Co. 80201

The Association of Community Publishers (ACP) is searching for
an Executive Director. If interested, visit afcp.org or ifpa.com and
click on the “Executive Director Search” link for more details.

Cash for cars: We buy any condition vehicle, 2002 and newer.
Nationwide free pick up! Call now: 1-800-864-5960.

Train online to do medical billing! Become a Medical Office
Professional at CTI! Get trained & certified to work in months!
888-572-6790. (M-F 8-6 ET)

Life Alert. One press of a button sends help fast 24/7! At home
and on the go. Mobile Pendant with GPS. Free first aid kit (with
subscription.) 877-537-8817 Free brochure.

Hearing aids! Bogo free! High-quality rechargeable Nano hearing
aids priced 90% less than competitors. Nearly invisible! 45-day
money back guarantee! 833-669-5806

The Generac PWRcell solar plus battery storage system. Save
money, reduce reliance on grid, prepare for outages & power
your home. Full installation services. $0 down financing option.
Request free no obligation quote. 1-855-270-3785

Thinking about installing a new shower? American Standard
makes it easy. Free design consult.1-888-674-3005 today to see
how to save $1,000 on installation or visit www.newshowerdeal.
com/display

To inquire about placing
an ad in this section,

call 579-2154

HughesNet Satellite Internet — Finally, no hard data limits! Call
Today for speeds up to 25mbps as low as $59.99/mo! $75 gift
card, terms apply. 1-844-863-4478

GENERAC Standby Generators. The weather is increasingly
unpredictable. Be prepared for power outages. Free 7-year
extended warranty (5695 value!) Schedule Free in-home assess-
ment. 1-844-334-8353 special financing if qualified.

AT&T Internet. Starting at $40/month w/12-mo agmt. 1 TB of
data/mo. Ask how to bundle & SAVE! Geo & svc restrictions
apply. 1-888-796-8850

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! LeafFilter, most advanced
debris-blocking protection. Schedule free estimate. 15% off
Purchase. 10% Senior & Military Discounts. Call 1-855-995-2490

Dental insurance- Physicians Mutual Insurance Company. Covers
350 procedures. Real insurance- not a discount plan. Get your
free dental info kit! 1-888-623-3036 www.dental50plus.com/58
#6258

Protect your home w/home security monitored by ADT. Starting
at $27.99/mo. Get free equipment bundle including keypad, mo-
tion sensor, wireless door & windows sensors. 833-719-1073

Directv Now. No Satellite. $40/mo 65 Channels. Stream news,
live events, sports & on demand titles. No contract/commitment.
1-866-825-6523

Attention oxygen therapy users! Inogen One G4 is capable of
full 24/7 oxygen delivery. Only 2.8 pounds. Free info kit. Call
877-929-9587

DISH TV $64.99 For 190 Channels + $14.95 High Speed Internet.
Free Installation, Smart HD DVR Included, Free Voice Remote.
Some restrictions apply. Promo Expires 7/21/21.1-833-872-2545

New authors wanted! Page Publishing will help self-publish your
book. Free author submission kit! Limited offer! 866-951-7214

REACH 20 MILLION HOMES

NATIONWIDE WITH ONE BUY!

%MWWLW 150 YEARS OF EXCELLENCE

FREE IN-HOME
DESIGN CONSULTATION
CALL TODAY

. Reachout! -+ .

TRTiMRa rlers SEATORRIC 3 wniing meee v alvimiing incsaay, 5

« REACH
~*  .FLORIDA
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GENERAC
|

Prepare for unexpected
power outages with a
Generac home standby
generator

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!
844-334-8353
7Year Extended Warranty*

F RE A $695 Value!

Offer valid December 15, 2020 - March 1, 2021

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase,
install and activate the generator with a participating dealer.
Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

Special Financing Available
Subject to Credit Approval

k2 DISCCVERY ELIBAIMATES CORMMON SEXUAL FROBLEMS!
All faturz| Malz Enhancemen: Product Increases
Staving Pawer, Pertarmance, & Pleasure,
Rick Frea bo Day Cuarartea & FREE SHIPPING
15% Discount with coupon performeg

Visit: TryProsdyhecom

CLASSIFIEDS

THE SOURCE
MOST RELIED
ON FOR
INFORMATION

ABOUT
FURNITURE
AND HOME

FURNISHINGS!

1102 A1A N., Unit 108
Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082
904.285.8831

EXTEND YOUR
REACH.

GROW YOUR

CLIENTELE.

)
. o

' ADVERTISING
WITH US
WILL GROW

X
£ YOUR SALES!

B

S

Recorder
9&‘85.8831
'\

Subscribe to the

Recorder!

Call (904) 285-8831.



32 Ponte Vedra Recorder - February 18, 2021

Part-Time
Paid Training

Medical/Dental/Vision/Life Insurance
Competitive Wages « Employee Bonus Incentives
Tuition Reimbursement « Career Advancement
Paid Vacation « 401 (k) with Company Match

All Hourly Positions )
All Shifts i P togy,

u careers@firstcoastenergy.com

ASSISTED LIVING
& MEMORY CARE

INDEPENDENT
LIFESTYLE

CALL TODAY TO GET
ONE MONTH FREE!

y 904.686.3700
= LIMITED TIME OFFER!

VOTED BEST MEMORY CARE
AND SENIOR LIVING!

405 SOLANA ROAD, PONTE VEDRA BEACH, FL. 32082 PALMSATPONTEVEDRA.COM




