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Members of the Florida National Guard lower the Spanish flag and raise the American flag to commemorate the 
200th anniversary of Florida becoming a U.S. territory in St. Augustine on July 10. For more, go to page 5
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Shrouded in uncertainty and a year late, the 

2020 Tokyo Olympics get going this week 

with as much anticipation as any in recent 

memory.
Kicking off Wednesday, July 21, two days 

before the Opening Ceremony on Friday, July 

23, NBC along with USA Network, CNBC, 

NBC Sports Network, Golf Channel, Peacock, 

Olympic Channel, Telemundo, Universo, the 

NBC Sports app and NBCOlympics.com will 

provide over 7,000 hours of coverage of 33 

sports. Among them are swimming, diving, 

basketball, gymnastics, track and field, beach 

volleyball and boxing, plus new sports karate, 

skateboarding, sport climbing and surfing and 

returnees baseball and softball.

More than 11,000 male and female athletes 

from 206 countries will be at these games, the 

status of which was in doubt as a result of the 

COVID-19 pandemic. At this writing, arenas 

and venues in the Japanese capital were set at 

50 percent capacity up to 10,000 spectators. 

But despite the anxiety and all the restrictions 

in place, Mike Tirico, NBC’s prime-time 

studio host for these games, thinks Tokyo will 

make a fine host city.

“This is one of the great cities in the world,” 

he says, “and I think tourists from around 

the world would’ve come to the games. And 

I think that’s just the unfortunate part of 

this timing for the host city. You know, you 

plan seven years out for the games and this 

would’ve been such a spectacular games. And 

as you know, there’s so much culture ...

“Having said that, I think they’ll put on 

a great games,” he continues. “The venues 

were, according to the IOC, more ready 

and prepared than any city that hosted the 

Summer Games, so we were really in for a 

great games. So from a preparation standpoint 

of the venues, the facilities for the athletes, 

I think that’s going to be still as good as 

possible.”
In the weeks prior to these games, Tirico 

has been crisscrossing the country, taking 

in qualifying events in various sports and 

making note of athletes to watch. And he’s

also looking at the big stories. In particular, 

Usain Bolt’s absence means there will be a new 

fastest man in the world. And he sees U.S. 

gymnast Simone Biles adding more medals to 

her collection and the American swim team

dominating as well.

And in soccer, the U.S. women’s team will 

look for a modicum of redemption for their 

deflating loss to Sweden in the quarterfinals 

in Rio de Janeiro in 2016 when they face that 

country early in competition.

“Coming off the success of the World 

Cup,” Tirico says, “I think the likes of Megan 

Rapinoe and everyone else has become 

extremely popular athletes in this country.

And they’re just one example of what I think 

is the overall strength of Team USA in Tokyo 

and that is the women’s teams. ... It really will 

be a lot of the focus of the coverage and of 

America’s best medal chances coming from 

many of those women.”

The same but different: 

Summer Olympics return 

post-pandemic

U.S. gymnast Simone Biles 

competes in the 2020 

Tokyo Olympics on NBC 

and other outlets.

BY GEORGE DICKIE

What’s Available NOW On

“Movie: Bill & Ted Face the 

Music”
This 2020 sequel to the “Bill & Ted” 

movies returns Alex Winter and 

Keanu Reeves to the titular roles of 

the loopy slacker pals, who set off into 

the future to steal a song from their 

middle-aged selves that will save life as 

they know it. Kristen Schaal, Samara 

Weaving and Holland Taylor are also 

in the impressive cast. (ORIGINAL)

“My Wife and Kids”
Damon Wayans is co-creator (with 

Don Reo) and star of this sitcom 

that originally aired on ABC from 

2001-05 as the patriarch of an 

upper middle class African American 

family who teaches life lessons to 

his three children with his own 

brand of humor. Tisha Campbell, 

Parker Posey, George O. Gore II and 

Jennifer Freeman also star.

“Movie: Moffie”
From South Africa comes this 2019 

romance drama about a young man 

who must conceal his homosexuality 

and a forbidden relationship while 

completing compulsory military 

training to defend the apartheid 

regime in that country in 1981. 

Oliver Hermanus (“Shirley Adams,” 

“Beauty”) directs a cast that includes 

Kai Brummer, Ryan Villiers and 

Matthew Vey.

“Movie: The Keeping Room”

Director Daniel Barber’s (“Harry 

Brown”) intense 2014 Western 

stars Brit Marling, Hailee Steinfeld 

and Muna Otaru as three Southern 

women who must fight to defend 

their home and themselves from 

two rogue Union soldiers in the 

waning days of the Civil War. 

Sam Worthington, Kyle Soller and 

Nicholas Pinnock are also in the cast.

4 x 3” ad
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Shrouded in uncertainty and a year late, the 

2020 Tokyo Olympics get going this week 

with as much anticipation as any in recent 

memory.
Kicking off Wednesday, July 21, two days 

before the Opening Ceremony on Friday, July 

23, NBC along with USA Network, CNBC, 

NBC Sports Network, Golf Channel, Peacock, 

Olympic Channel, Telemundo, Universo, the 

NBC Sports app and NBCOlympics.com will 

provide over 7,000 hours of coverage of 33 

sports. Among them are swimming, diving, 

basketball, gymnastics, track and field, beach 

volleyball and boxing, plus new sports karate, 

skateboarding, sport climbing and surfing and 

returnees baseball and softball.

More than 11,000 male and female athletes 

from 206 countries will be at these games, the 

status of which was in doubt as a result of the 

COVID-19 pandemic. At this writing, arenas 

and venues in the Japanese capital were set at 

50 percent capacity up to 10,000 spectators. 

But despite the anxiety and all the restrictions 

in place, Mike Tirico, NBC’s prime-time 

studio host for these games, thinks Tokyo will 

make a fine host city.

“This is one of the great cities in the world,” 

he says, “and I think tourists from around 

the world would’ve come to the games. And 

I think that’s just the unfortunate part of 

this timing for the host city. You know, you 

plan seven years out for the games and this 

would’ve been such a spectacular games. And 

as you know, there’s so much culture ...

“Having said that, I think they’ll put on 

a great games,” he continues. “The venues 

were, according to the IOC, more ready 

and prepared than any city that hosted the 

Summer Games, so we were really in for a 

great games. So from a preparation standpoint 

of the venues, the facilities for the athletes, 

I think that’s going to be still as good as 

possible.”
In the weeks prior to these games, Tirico 

has been crisscrossing the country, taking 

in qualifying events in various sports and 

making note of athletes to watch. And he’s

also looking at the big stories. In particular, 

Usain Bolt’s absence means there will be a new 

fastest man in the world. And he sees U.S. 

gymnast Simone Biles adding more medals to 

her collection and the American swim team

dominating as well.

And in soccer, the U.S. women’s team will 

look for a modicum of redemption for their 

deflating loss to Sweden in the quarterfinals 

in Rio de Janeiro in 2016 when they face that 

country early in competition.

“Coming off the success of the World 

Cup,” Tirico says, “I think the likes of Megan 

Rapinoe and everyone else has become 

extremely popular athletes in this country.

And they’re just one example of what I think 

is the overall strength of Team USA in Tokyo 

and that is the women’s teams. ... It really will 

be a lot of the focus of the coverage and of 

America’s best medal chances coming from 

many of those women.”

The same but different: 

Summer Olympics return 

post-pandemic

U.S. gymnast Simone Biles 

competes in the 2020 

Tokyo Olympics on NBC 

and other outlets.

BY GEORGE DICKIE

What’s Available NOW On

“Movie: Bill & Ted Face the 

Music”
This 2020 sequel to the “Bill & Ted” 

movies returns Alex Winter and 

Keanu Reeves to the titular roles of 

the loopy slacker pals, who set off into 

the future to steal a song from their 

middle-aged selves that will save life as 

they know it. Kristen Schaal, Samara 

Weaving and Holland Taylor are also 

in the impressive cast. (ORIGINAL)

“My Wife and Kids”
Damon Wayans is co-creator (with 

Don Reo) and star of this sitcom 

that originally aired on ABC from 

2001-05 as the patriarch of an 

upper middle class African American 

family who teaches life lessons to 

his three children with his own 

brand of humor. Tisha Campbell, 

Parker Posey, George O. Gore II and 

Jennifer Freeman also star.

“Movie: Moffie”
From South Africa comes this 2019 

romance drama about a young man 

who must conceal his homosexuality 

and a forbidden relationship while 

completing compulsory military 

training to defend the apartheid 

regime in that country in 1981. 

Oliver Hermanus (“Shirley Adams,” 

“Beauty”) directs a cast that includes 

Kai Brummer, Ryan Villiers and 

Matthew Vey.

“Movie: The Keeping Room”

Director Daniel Barber’s (“Harry 

Brown”) intense 2014 Western 

stars Brit Marling, Hailee Steinfeld 

and Muna Otaru as three Southern 

women who must fight to defend 

their home and themselves from 

two rogue Union soldiers in the 

waning days of the Civil War. 

Sam Worthington, Kyle Soller and 

Nicholas Pinnock are also in the cast.
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A new ‘GRAMMY Salute to 

Music Legends’ honors John 

Prine, Chicago and others
Each year, several music icons get a special 

tribute from the organization that presents 

the Grammy Awards – and, at least in that 

respect, this year is no different.

Airing again as a PBS “Great Performances” 

presentation Friday, Oct. 16 (check local 

listings), the “GRAMMY Salute to Music 

Legends” honors another diverse assortment 

of singular talents who have received 

the Recording Academy’s 2020 Lifetime 

Achievement Awards: Roberta Flack, Iggy 

Pop, the groups Chicago and Public Enemy, 

and – posthumously – Isaac Hayes, John 

Prine and Sister Rosetta Tharpe. Among 

others feted are composer Philip Glass and 

longtime Grammy-show producer Ken 

Ehrlich.
Jimmy Jam hosts the program, which 

features performances of the honorees’ music 

by Laurie Anderson, Philip Bailey, Brandi 

Carlile, Cynthia Erivo, Chris Isaak, Jason 

Isbell & Amanda Shires, Cyndi Lauper, 

Sam Moore, Leslie Odom Jr. and Yola. 

Presenters include John Legend, LL Cool J, 

Joe Mantegna (“Criminal Minds”), Henry 

Rollins, Rhiannon Giddens and music 

producer Don Was.

Jimmy Jam notes he has “some connection” 

to every artist celebrated on the show,

“because that’s the great thing about what 

music does. I have to say Chicago was my 

favorite group growing up. I was a sax player 

when I was younger, and I tried to play all 

their horn parts. I was a drummer, and I 

tried to play all their drum parts.

“The first concert my parents took me to 

when I was young was a Chicago concert,” 

adds Jimmy Jam. “When my partner 

Terry (Lewis) and I were inducted into the 

(Songwriters) Hall of Fame, we went in the 

same year as Robert Lamm of Chicago, so I 

got to meet my hero.”

The “Salute’s” writer, journalist and music-

show staple David Wild, laments that Prine 

being named such a “Legend” came in the 

same year the singer-songwriter died of 

coronavirus complications. “He wanted to 

perform” on the special, Wild reports. “He 

was scheduled to fly back, I think it was, 

from Dublin. Instead, we are going to honor 

him. One way or another, we are going to 

keep that music going.” (Carlile, Isbell and 

Shires perform Prine songs on the program.)

Staging familiar events such as the 

“GRAMMY Salute to Music Legends” during 

a pandemic can be challenging, but Wild 

maintains, “The writing is the last and easiest 

part. Working with people like Jimmy Jam ... 

like, when Prince passed. I had worked with 

Prince and knew him. Jimmy happened to be 

already in the room, and I said, ‘Jimmy, we

need you to go out there and say something 

about Prince before we say anything else.’ 

When you have the right talent to work with 

and the right sort of souls to work with, 

everything else is possible.”

The late John Prine is among 

those honored on “Great 

Performances: GRAMMY Salute 

to Music Legends” Friday on PBS

BY JAY BOBBIN

What’s Available NOW On

“If Loving You Is Wrong”

The fifth and final season of this 

Tyler Perry-created, OWN drama 

series finds the residents of Castillo 

Lane playing out their final scandals 

— but ultimately not everyone 

makes it out alive. Eltony Williams, 

Heather Hemmens, Aiden Turner, 

Amanda Clayton and Edwina Findley 

Dickerson are among cast returnees.

“Movie: Southbound”

This 2015 horror anthology movie 

tells five interlocking tales of terror 

and remorse surrounding a group 

of weary travelers, who are forced 

to confront their greatest fears and 

darkest secrets one night along a 

desolate stretch of desert highway. 

Chad Villella, Matt Bettinelli-Olpin, 

Kristina Pesic, Fabianne Therese and 

Nathalie Love head the cast.

“Movie: StarDog and 

TurboCat”
From across the pond comes this 2019 

family animated comedy about a loyal 

dog and a vigilante cat who embark on 

a space voyage to find their way home. 

The impressive voice cast includes 

Gemma Arterton, Luke Evans, Bill 

Nighy, Nick Frost and Rachael Louise 

Miller.

“Helstrom”
Daimon (Tom Austen) and Ana 

Helstrom (Sydney Lemmon) are the 

son and daughter of a mysterious 

and powerful serial killer, each with 

their own unique attitudes and skill 

levels. The siblings have a complicated 

dynamic but team up to track down 

the terrorizing worst of humanity. 

Daniel Cudmore and Elizabeth 

Marvel also star in this drama series. 

(ORIGINAL)

4 x 2” ad
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PUZZLE SOLUTIONS

Solutions correspond to last week’s puzzles.

June 4–August 27
Friday Nights 6–10 p.m.
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CAT OF THE WEEK
Hello, my name is 
Evie. I am a 2-year-
old female domestic 
short-hair cat. I am 
very friendly and 
good with other cats 
and children. I am 
also litter-box trained.  
When you meet me, 
you will notice I love 
head scratches and 
chin rubs. I recently 
had a beautiful litter of kittens, who have all found 
loving families.  Now it’s my turn. I am looking for-
ward to a new home and a family I can call my own. 
Come see me at the Pet Center! #58848
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ADOPT A PET

St. Johns County Pet Center
Cat adoptions are $30 for males and $40 for females. Dog adoptions are $45 for males and $60 for females. 
Adoption fees include microchipping, neutering/spaying, rabies vaccinations and shots. The Pet Center is 
located at 130 N. Stratton Road in St. Augustine, off U.S. 1 between County Road 210 and International Golf 
Parkway. Business hours are Tuesday through Friday 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. and Saturday 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. The 
center is closed to the public on Sunday. On Monday, the office is open by appointment only to claim a 
lost pet. For more information, please call the St. Johns County Pet Center at (904) 209-6190.

Any new pet being introduced to a new home will need time to adjust to its new environment. Please rein-
force house training and behavioral training, and be mindful of interacting with other pets.

Send us your news
We welcome submissions of photos, stories, columns and letters to 
the editor. Let us know what’s happening. Email submissions to 
pvrecorder@opcfla.com or bring them by our office at 1102 A1A N., 
Unit 108, Ponte Vedra Beach. Submissions may be published in the 
paper, on our website or on our social media platforms.  

Visit our website at www.pontevedrarecorder.com
Find the Recorder on Facebook at 
www.facebook.com/ThePVRecorder

DOG OF THE WEEK
Hi! My name is 
Teddy, like a teddy 
bear! I am a 1-year-
old male retriever 
hound mix.  I am 
house-trained 
and should be in 
a home with no 
other animals as 
I prefer to be the 
only object of my 
person’s attention. 

I am still young and will need some training on a 
leash and someone who is patient with me. I will 
return that patience with love. Come visit me at 
the Pet Center today! #58774

Celebrating 200 Years of Excellence – 
‘St. Johns County: Then, Now, and the 
Future Symposium’ set for July 17

The public is invited to the “St. Johns County: 
Then, Now, and the Future” symposium to learn 
more about the history of St. Johns County and 
its many cultures.

The symposium coincides with the county’s 
200th anniversary and will provide an in-depth 
look at the county’s past, present and future. 
Four influential speakers will discuss the histori-
cal, cultural, revolutionary and vast background 
of one of Florida’s first two counties.

Attendees will be invited to ask questions dur-
ing the program and will have the opportunity 
to win a copy of Dr. Thomas Graham’s book, 
“Mr. Flagler’s St. Augustine.” The symposium 
is hosted by the St. Johns County Public Library 
System in partnership with the St. Johns Cul-
tural Council and Flagler College. 

Panelists will include: Dr. Thomas Graham, 
professor emeritus at Flagler College; Gayle 
Phillips, executive director of the Lincolnville 
Museum and Cultural Center; Dr. Ann Brown-
ing Masters, author, poet and educator; and 
Christina Parrish Stone, executive director of the 
St. Johns Cultural Council.

The symposium will be held from 2 to 4 p.m. 
Saturday, July 17, at Lewis Auditorium at Fla-
gler College, 14 Granada St. 

For more information on all 200th Anniver-
sary events, go to www.sjc200.com.

St. Johns County Emergency Rental 
Assistance Program

The St. Johns County Emergency Rental As-
sistance Program provides aid to residents who 
are financially impacted by COVID-19 and at 
risk of housing instability. The program is feder-
ally funded and is designed to assist low-to-
moderate income households with rent-related 
expenses and utilities for up to 12 months or a 
maximum of $5,000. Eligible households must 
meet all of the following criteria:

■ Be a low-to-moderate income St. Johns 
County residential renter at or below 80% of 
area median income.

■ Be eligible for unemployment benefits or 
have experienced financial hardship directly or 
indirectly due to the coronavirus outbreak.

■ Can demonstrate a risk of experiencing 
homelessness or housing instability.

Go to stjohns-crr.unqork.io to apply for the 
program. For additional information, call (904) 
344-3188 or (800) 557-7441.

BRIEFS

BRIEFS continues on Page 4
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CUSTOM BUILDING & REMODELING
SINCE 1962

RRRESSSIDENNNTIAL /// CCCOOOMMERRRCCCIALR SSS N // CCCO RRCCC

TOM TROUT, inc.
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Vote for us!
Assisted Living 
Memory Care 
Retirement Community

www.pontevedrecorder.com/bestof2021

Starling at Nocatee encourages residents to live well in an unparalleled 
environment that features resort-style amenities and comfortable residences 
that will make you feel right at home. 

Ideally located across from Nocatee’s popular Splash Water Park, this prime 
location is convenient to Nocatee’s Town Center and outstanding amenities. 

Enjoy tranquil surroundings, picturesque lanscapes, and resort-style services. 
Offering Concierge Living, Assisted Living, and Memory Care, this dynamic 
community is the perfect place to pursue your passions and engage in a
vibrant lifestyle.

(904) 712-2340

www.StarlingLiving.com

999 Crosswater Pkwy.

Ponte Vedra, FL 32081

Assisted Living License #13109

Oceanfront Estate in Ponte Vedra Beach
Enter this gated ocean front estate and be blown away. Everything 
a buyer could wish for is here in Ponte Vedra Beach. Lightly lived-in 
with the ocean views from every room on the 1st and 2nd floors. All 
furnishings are available for purchase separately. 6 Bedrooms,  
6  Bathrooms, 1 Half Bathroom. $9,750,000

Stunning Riverfront Estate
Riverfront/SanMarco. Instantly makes you feel you’ve been swept 
away to a chateau in France. Exquisitely designed with extensive 
custom finishes, this 10,204-sq.-ft. home is a masterpiece in design 
and built for entertaining.
5 Bedroom, 6 Bathrooms, 5 Half Bathrooms $6,200,000

Ultimate Atlantic Beach Lifestyle
Live the ultimate beach lifestyle in this midcentury modern on double 
corner lot just one block from the ocean and only 6 blocks from Atlantic 
Beach Town Center. Large open great room and kitchen with barn door 
pantry looks onto private backyard with pool and outdoor kitchen. Spacious 
master, 3 additional bedrooms & bathrooms plus laundry upstairs.  
4 Bedrooms, 4 Bathrooms, 1 Half Bathroom. $3,600,000 

Ideally Located in Sea View Park
Live east of A1A in this updated move-in-ready home ideally located in old 
Ponte Vedra. Renovated interiors with wood floors, shiplap details, custom 
built-ins, and coastal accents. The kitchen features white cabinetry, open 
shelving, quartzite countertops, a farmhouse sink, and a gas stove. The 
fenced-in backyard features a screened-in porch, outdoor patio, and room 
for a pool. 3 Bedrooms, 2 Full Baths, 1 Half Bath. $890,000.

Pristine Craftsmanship on Ponte Vedra Blvd. 
Thoughtfully designed and showcasing exquisite craftsmanship 
throughout, this custom coastal home offers master suites on both 
floors, along with an office, loft area, ample storage & a flex space 
ideal for a 5th bedroom.   Sold Price is $2,035,000

SOLD

SOLD

The Ponte Vedra Recorder is holding 
its third annual Best of the Best of Ponte 
Vedra contest, covering ZIP codes 32082 
and 32081. 

Readers currently have the chance to 
vote for their favorite businesses, profes-
sional services, organizations and more in 
nearly 250 categories online. From best 
new business to best charity event, best 
real estate agent to best personal trainer 
and best seafood to best boutique, the 
categories run the gamut and are sure to 
include your favorite things. 

Votes can be made on the website at 
pontevedrarecorder.com/bestof2021.

Voting will take place until July 26, 
during which each person can vote once 
per day in as many categories as he or 
she wants. The nominees who receive 

the most votes will be named 2021 Best 
of the Best of Ponte Vedra. Nominations 
and voting are completely free and open 
to the public.

The Best Of platform on The Record-
er’s website will feature lists of nominees 
in an easy-to-use format. 

Winners will receive a free framed 
certificate and a Best of the Best of Ponte 
Vedra window cling. Each winner will 
also be listed in our Best of the Best of 
Ponte Vedra special section and on the 
winner’s website. 

Winners will be notified by Recorder 
staff after votes are counted. 

Nominees can participate in advertising 
packages that promote their entry by ex-
panding their listing to feature additional 
details on the business. 

For more information or to find out 
how to get your nominated business or 
product involved in promotions that will 
be going on throughout the contest  
cycle, email susan@opcfla.com or call 
(904) 686-3938.

Vote for your favorite business, 
service, person, restaurant or product 
now at www.pontevedrarecorder.com/
bestof2021.
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Not your average newspaper, not your average reader

PONTE VEDRA

20212021

of Ponte Vedraof Ponte Vedra

Voting open for Best of the Best of Ponte Vedra contest 
The Ponte Vedra Recorder is holding 
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vote for their favorite businesses, profes-
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and best seafood to best boutique, the 
categories run the gamut and are sure to 
include your favorite things. 

Votes can be made on the website at 
pontevedrarecorder.com/bestof2021.

Voting will take place until July 26, 
during which each person can vote once 
per day in as many categories as he or 
she wants. The nominees who receive 

the most votes will be named 2021 Best 
of the Best of Ponte Vedra. Nominations 
and voting are completely free and open 
to the public.

The Best Of platform on The Record-
er’s website will feature lists of nominees 
in an easy-to-use format. 

Winners will receive a free framed 
certificate and a Best of the Best of Ponte 
Vedra window cling. Each winner will 
also be listed in our Best of the Best of 
Ponte Vedra special section and on the 
winner’s website. 

Winners will be notified by Recorder 
staff after votes are counted. 

Nominees can participate in advertising 
packages that promote their entry by ex-
panding their listing to feature additional 
details on the business. 

For more information or to find out 
how to get your nominated business or 
product involved in promotions that will 
be going on throughout the contest  
cycle, email susan@opcfla.com or call 
(904) 686-3938.

Vote for your favorite business, 
service, person, restaurant or product 
now at www.pontevedrarecorder.com/
bestof2021.

Recorder
Not your average newspaper, not your average reader

PONTE VEDRA

20212021

of Ponte Vedraof Ponte Vedra

Voting open for Best of the Best of Ponte Vedra contest 
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The City of St. Augustine, in partnership with the St. 
Johns County Emergency Management, has installed a 
new WeatherSTEM station, funded by the Florida Divi-
sion of Emergency Management. This station, located 
at the St. Augustine Municipal Marina, will serve as 
real-time weather information source, beginning with the 
2021 hurricane season.

“WeatherSTEM stations pick up wind speed, wind 
direction, rain rate, temperature, humidity, UV radiation, 
solar radiation and lightning detection,” explained Ed 
Mansouri, the owner of WeatherSTEM. “These stations 
are capable of updating and broadcasting weather data 
and condition changes instantly.”

“From a public safety perspective, WeatherSTEM is an 
excellent resource that we can use to make data-informed 
decisions,” said Fire Chief Carlos Aviles. “It will help us 
evaluate when sustained winds and wind gusts, as well as 
ocean tides are picking up beyond a manageable level.”

“St. Johns County Emergency Management uses 
WeatherSTEM for several different purposes,” said 
Kelly Wilson, St. Johns County Emergency Manage-
ment deputy director. “On a daily basis, our numerous 
WeatherSTEM stations throughout the county help us 
maintain situational awareness on the current conditions. 
This location at the St. Augustine Municipal Marina will 
be part of a larger, countywide and statewide, network of 
WeatherSTEM stations.”

A list of all WeatherSTEM locations within St. Johns 
County is available online at stjohns.weatherstem.com. 
There is also a WeatherSTEM app available for both iOS 

and Android, where you can select the station from which 
you would like to receive notifications and localized 
forecasts.

For specific information about weather in St. Augus-
tine, follow CityStAug WeatherSTEM on Facebook and 
Twitter, and check out the online dashboard to see the 
live stream camera and select key metrics to monitor. 

“Having a WeatherSTEM location in the heart of 
downtown really gives us an advantage when it comes 
to hurricane preparedness and emergency management,” 
said Eric Mauldin, St. Augustine Municipal Marina Har-
bormaster. “The real-time weather data provided by this 
unit will give the city vital information to better inform 
residents, visitors and boaters of current hazards.”

For more information, contact the St. Augustine Fire 
Department at (904) 825-1098 or the St. Augustine Mu-
nicipal Marina Harbormaster’s Office at (904) 825-1026.

St. Augustine Municipal Marina gets new weather station

CONGRATULATIONS TO NEASE TEACHER 
AND PEACE CORPS VOLUNTEER 

On behalf of the 300-plus First Coast- re-
turned Peace Corps volunteers, we want to 
salute Cordes Lindow, teacher at Nease High 
School, for receiving C-SPAN’s Teacher Fel-
lowship Program.  

Cordes served as a teacher, in Hungary, 
with the Peace Corps, (1991-93), and later in 
Washington as a Peace Corps staff member. 
Her Peace Corps experience set her on a path 
to teach global citizenship.Her students at 
Nease High School, and their parents, are the 
beneficiaries. Peace Corps turns 60 this year. 

Returned volunteers, like Cordes, have 
been providing superb service to their com-
munities, in all walks of life.

We hope Congress, and Rep. John Ruther-
ford, will provide funds for the approximate 
20,000 qualified applicants for 4,000 posi-
tions in 2022.

David and Bernadette Miron, 
Returned Peace Corps volunteers, Colombia

WeatherSTEM offers real-time 
data, safety, reliable forecasts

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

By Shaun Ryan

Thursday, July 8, several people gathered on 
the front porch of THE PLAYERS Community 
Senior Center for a flag-raising ceremony mark-
ing the center’s re-opening after its long closure 
during the COVID-19 outbreak.

Deputies Mikayla Preston and Kyle Hayward 
of the St. Johns County Sheriff’s Office lowered 
the tattered U.S. flag on the pole in front of the 
center and raised the new one.

Alison Vitti, Senior Center program director, 
explained the significance of the ceremony.

“With COVID, and us being away from our 
friends for over a year, I just thought it was a nice 
symbolic thing to do,” she said. “This is a new 
beginning for the Senior Center, and this is a great 
place for them to come and just enjoy each other’s 
company. We’ve missed that for over a year.”

For now, the center is open on Thursdays only, 
though there is a plan to increase program offer-
ings over time. The reopening is part of a careful, 
phased approach implemented at the Council on 
Aging’s six senior centers in St. Johns County.

A grand re-opening open house was held June 
24, and about 100 people visited throughout the 
day.

“It was a great turnout,” said Vitti. “They’re 
happy to be back.”

The center offers area seniors a place to social-
ize and take part in various programs. Currently, 
it offers tai chi, arts and crafts, brown-bag bingo, 
Wii bowling, a book club, chair yoga and more.

For further information, go to www.coasjc.org 
or call (904) 209-3700. COA’s weekly e-news-
letter is available to anyone signing up at www.
coasjc.org/sign-up.

The center is located at 175 Landrum Lane in 
Ponte Vedra.

Flag-raising 
marks new 
chapter for 
senior center

Deputy Kyle Hayward raises the new U.S. flag at THE PLAYERS Community Se-
nior Center on July 8 while Deputy Mikayla Preston stands at attention. Alison 
Vitti, Senior Center program director, holds the old flag at left.

Photos by Shaun Ryan
Deputies Kyle Hayward (left)  and Mikayla Preston fold the old U.S. flag that had 
been hanging in front of THE PLAYERS Community Senior Center.

St. Johns County Utility issues water 
conservation request 

Summer temperatures and weather patterns 
are here and water demands have increased. 
St. Johns County Utility encourages custom-
ers to reduce water usage whenever possible 
and observe the following mandatory irriga-
tion schedules for St. Johns County properties:

■ Homes with odd-numbered or no ad-
dresses irrigate on Wednesdays and Satur-
days.

■ Homes with even-numbered addresses 
irrigate on Thursdays and Sundays.

■ Nonresidential properties irrigate on 
Tuesdays and Fridays.

For optimal water conservation, refrain 
from irrigating between 10 a.m. and 4 p.m. 

For more information on water conserva-
tion or irrigation regulations, call (904) 209-
2700.or go to www.sjcfl.us/utilities.

Briefs
Continued from 2
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By Anthony Richards

Two hundred years ago, St. Augustine 
was the site of Spain’s transfer of power 
of Florida to the United States with the 
signing of the Adams-Onis Treaty.

That was the case once again on July 
10, but this time it was a reenactment 
intended to commemorate the anniversary.

The significance of the events that took 
place years ago was deeply expressed to 
the crowd of spectators that stood rows 
deep at the Plaza De La Constitucion to 
watch the ceremonies take place.

“We’re here to remember a moment 
that dramatically shifted our history,” St. 
Augustine Mayor Tracy Upchurch said.

Dignitaries from Florida and Spain 
were on hand to take in the event, includ-
ing Spanish Ambassador to the United 
States, Santiago Cabanas who felt it was 
necessary for Spain to have representa-
tion at the historical commorancy.

“It’s a very emotional day for us, 
because we are celebrating not only the 
300 years of Spanish presence in Florida, 
but we’re also celebrating the friendship, 
partnership and the alliance between our 
two countries,” Cabanas said. “At that 
moment when we signed the Adams-
Onis Treaty, we were convinced, as we 
still are, that the United States and Spain 
are going to be friends forever.”  

The commemoration was broken up 
into two parts, the first was the initial 
proclamation and signing of the treaty, 
which took place at the Governor’s 
House Cultural Center and Museum in 
historic St. Augustine.

Jeff Jore of Nocatee portrayed United 
States Col. Robert Butler during the 
reenactment, which was a role he em-
braced after having spent 36 years in 
the army and teaching history at the Air 
Force Academy and currently being an 
adjunct professor of history at Flagler 
College.

“I really enjoy the reenactments 
because it’s all about bringing history to 
life,” Jore said. “That’s what we’re trying 
to do out here.”

Once the treaty was signed, the preces-
sion made the half of a mile march to 
the Florida National Guard’s training 
field on the banks of the Matanzas River 
to lower the Spanish flag and raise the 
American flag.

“We were touched by the dignified 
way in which it has been organized by 
the state of Florida and by the City of 
St. Augustine,” Cabanas said. “We have 
a shared legacy and are very proud. We 
have many reasons to celebrate not only 
the Spanish, but the Hispanic presence in 
the United States.”

As the participants marched down the 
city streets, many onlookers stopped 
along the sidewalks to wave and take 
pictures, including several children 

whose faces showed an amazement for 
what they were seeing.

“The whole idea is to get them (chil-
dren) stimulated and to wonder what this 
is all about,” Jore said.

According to Upchurch, using the 
National Guard’s training field as the site 
of the flag exchange was fitting in many 
ways.

 “Florida is one of two states where the 
national guard is not based in the state’s 
capital,” Upchurch said.  

Reenactors portrayed several groups 
that were prevalent in Florida when the 
treaty was made official in 1821. 

Those groups included Native Ameri-
can representation from the Seminole 
tribe and militia from Fort Mose, which 
the National Park Service considers 
the first legally established free African 
settlement in North America.

“We take our history in St. Augustine 
very seriously, and we are blessed with 
such a rich history,” Upchurch said.

200 and 
counting
Ceremonies commemorate 

Florida becoming U.S. territory

Orlando 
Ramirez as Col. 

Jose Copping-
er and Jeff Jore 

as Col. Robert 
Butler toast 

to signify the 
Adams-Onis 

treaty agree-
ment during 

the 200th 
anniversary 
celebration 

of Florida be-
coming a U.S. 

territory on 
July 10 in St. 

Augustine. 
Photos by 

Anthony Richards

Native Americans from the Seminole tribe were one of many groups portrayed by reenactors during the ceremonies.

Reenactors fire muskets following the signing of the Adams-Onis treaty.

Orlando Ramirez as Col. Jose Coppinger signals to the 
crowd after reading a proclamation from the balcony of 
the Governor’s House Cultural Center and Museum.
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Michael Wicks and his wife Marianne have lived in Ponte Vedra for about 15 years.
He is a certified financial planner with LPL Financial and has been active in the community. 

The couple have two children, who are enrolled at Landrum Middle School.

As told to Shaun Ryan

What brought you to Ponte Vedra?
We moved up from Orlando, my wife and I. At the time, 

we were expecting twins and decided that we wanted to 
raise them here at the beach.

My wife’s in pharmaceutical sales, and I’m a certified 
financial planner, so we had the flexibility to kind of 
choose where we wanted to live.

So, we chose Ponte Vedra and have really not looked 
back. It’s probably the best decision we’ve ever made.

What do you like most about this area?
I’m a beach guy. I was raised in Satellite Beach, Florida, 

which is down in Brevard County, so I’m a beach guy. I’m 
also an avid golfer. For me, living in Ponte Vedra Beach is 
as good as it gets.

I like the weather here. I like the fact that we get a 
change of season. I like the fact that we have a distinct 
period of time during the winter. The way I always describe 
our weather is that it gets so hot for so long that you forget 
what cold air feels like, but then we get so cool for so long 
that you forget what really oppressive heat feels like.

So, it’s kind of the best of both worlds.
There’s a reason why I meet so many people that live in 

Ponte Vedra that have chosen Ponte Vedra. It wasn’t thrust 
upon them. They did their homework, and they did their 
research and they decided that this is where they wanted to 
do it.

Tell me about your profession.
I’m in my 27th year as a certified financial planner. I do 

full-service planning and wealth management for about 
200 households. 

Michael Wicks

Photo provided by Michael Wicks

How do you maintain a good work/family balance?
I’ve always worked from home. In my old house — 

we’re in the process of building a new one — but in 
my old house, I had a detached garage where I built 
some really cool office space. And that will be part of 
what we do in the new house. So, I was ahead of the 
curve on that deal.

I don’t want to miss a minute of my kids. This really 
has given me an incredible opportunity to really be 
involved and to utilize my time really effectively.

So, not having to commute 45 minutes each way 
and all that kind of stuff, I can work really efficiently 
and get a lot of time with them. And we do a lot of 
traveling in the summer.

You hate to compare yourself with other people, 
but I think you’d be hard-pressed to find a dad who’s 
gotten more time with his kids than I’ve gotten with 
mine.

Tell me about your involvement in the community.
We’re members of Sawgrass Country Club, which is 

another of the best decisions I ever made. I think we’re 
at the 10-year mark as far as being at Sawgrass.

And then, I’ve just been really involved in the 
community in different ways.

My first real foray into community service work 
was I got involved with a group that was petitioning 
St. Johns County to build sidewalks. So, I was very 
involved with the construction of sidewalks that 
connected Plantation Oaks into the roundabout and 
took the sidewalks from the roundabout to the Palm 
Valley bridge and then took the sidewalks up Mickler 
Road. So, 2.1 miles of sidewalks. It took us several 
years to get the county to do that.

So, that was my first real foray into that.
I have a political science degree, so I’m one of 

these guys that really pays a lot of attention, not 
only at the national level but really at the local 
level, too. National’s all fun and well, but the local 
stuff is, you know, potholes and sidewalks, planting 
trees and stuff that I can actually see and feel and 
touch.

Then, I was on the board of the Blood Alliance, 
which was the big blood bank here in town before 
they merged with OneBlood out of Central Florida. 
I was on that board probably about five years.

When that board rolled into the bigger board, I 
joined the board of the Friends of the Ponte Vedra 
Concert Hall. I had been very involved in that group 
up until recently.

I rolled off of that board because I was asked by 
Commissioner Jeremiah Blocker to serve on the St. 
Johns County Tourist Development Council, and the 
Concert Hall is under the purview of the Cultural 
Arts Division. I just didn’t want there to be any sort 
of perceived conflict of interest.

I served on the strategic planning committee at 
Sawgrass Country Club. I did a four-year stint there.

What do you like to do in your spare time?
Like I said, I play golf. I also play a lot of tennis. 

I’m on the tennis team at Sawgrass, and we’re 
competing in July down in Orlando. 

And then I sit at swim meets on Saturday, and I 
take kids to cross-country meets and all the other 
typical stuff.

When I do get time that I can kind of focus on me 
it’s a tennis and golf thing, for sure.
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Jacksonville Business Journal 2020
#3 realtor in ne Fl

Five star “Best in client satisFaction” 2005-2021

First time available: Beautiful Sawgrass Salt Creek!
Former model home commands exceptional water and golf views!  

3brs plus office, or 4brs, owner’s spacious suite on the ground floor overlooking pool, gardens,  
greenhouse and lake, large Florida Room PLUS Family Room and formal living/dining rooms.  

Near magnificent TPC Sawgrass Club as well as shops & restaurants! $1,125,000. 

Honored to be nominated nine times in the 2021 Best Realtor category! Please vote daily at pvrecorder.com/bestof2021

904.382.5875
clare@clareberry.realtor

Clare Berry

Enjoy your golden years on Florida’s First Coast. Imagine spending your days 
exploring hobbies, laughing with friends, or dining on fresh seafood straight out 
of the Atlantic Ocean. With thoughtful amenities and 24/ 7 available care, you 
can finally live the worry-free lifestyle you deserve. 

TheCoveAtMarshLanding.com   •    1700 THE GREENS WAY
JACKSONVILLE BEACH, FL 32250   •    (904) 944-7184   

  AN SRI-MANAGED COMMUNITY

ASSISTED LIVING |  MEMORY CARE

THE 
GOOD LIFE,

GUARANTEED

The best way  
to spend a  

Thursday night  
in St. Augustine!

Celebrating 30 Years  
of Great Local Music!

Thursdays 7-9pm
June 3 thru Sept. 2

in the Plaza de la  
Constitución’s Gazebo

in historic  
downtown St. Augustine

Schedule available at 
www.CityStAug.com/concerts

www.Facebook.com/CityStAug
Bring a lawn chair. Alcohol prohibited. 

Concerts in the Plaza 
is a free cultural event 

presented by the  
City of St. Augustine

The Rotary Club of Ponte Vedra is hold-
ing a “Keeping Nocatee Looking Sharp” 
community service event Saturday, July 17. 

Participating members will meet at 8 a.m. 
at the Nocatee Welcome Center and will be 
assigned to designated portions of Cross-
water Parkway for litter pickup. Volunteers 
will return to the welcome center around 
9:30 a.m. to dispose of the litter (courtesy 
coffee, juice and donuts will be provided). 

Volunteers are encouraged to bring 
work gloves and a Rotary T-shirt. For 
those who don’t have a T-shirt, there will 
be a box of T-shirts with different sizes to 
distribute to club members. David Ray’s 
office will be providing safety vests, hel-
mets and trash bags.

FARMERS MARKET MEETS THE ISLANDS
The Nocatee Farmers Market: Island 

Experience will take place Saturday, July 
17, at Nocatee Station Field. 

Attendees can look forward to per-
formances by Prince Pele’s Polynesian 
Revue, including a variety of Polynesian 
dances, costumes, live music and more. 
Shows will be at 10:30 a.m., 11:30 a.m., 
and 12:30 p.m. 

Along with the interactive theme, the 
Farmers Market features more than 70 lo-
cal vendors, selling fresh produce, crafts, 
jewelry, herbs, unique foods and more. 
The bar will also be open for beer and 
wine purchases, however Paradise Park 
Playground will not be open for market 

attendees. The Nocatee Farmers Market 
is open to the public and the event is 
weather permitting.

Rotary Club of Ponte Vedra to hold trash pickup event
NOCATEE HAPPENINGS

The Community Foundation for North-
east Florida has announced that Joseph 
DePorre and Mason Romero are the 2020 
and 2021 recipients of the Craig Speziale 
Memorial Scholarship.

This scholarship recognizes a Ponte 
Vedra High graduating senior who demon-
strates academic excellence, school leader-
ship, community service and the “Spirit of 
Spez.”

The 2020 scholarship was not awarded 
last year due to the COVID-19 outbreak. 
However, the committee decided to award 
2020 and 2021 jointly this year.

DePorre graduated fourth in his class. 
As a scholar athlete, he served as varsity 
captain for the men’s basketball team, was 
a member of the National Honor Societies 
as well as a member of the math, science, 
English, Hispanic and history honor soci-
eties. He was active in the Hi-Q team and 
Ultimate Frisbee. He completed more than 
200 community service hours and is cur-
rently attending Notre Dame University. 

Romero is also a scholar athlete. He 
played football all four years and was the 
starting cornerback for the 2019 Ponte 
Vedra Shark District Championship team. 
He was a well-rounded student active 
in service to school and community. He 

founded the Sharks for Heroes club, which 
supports local military organizations. He 
was a member of National Honor Society, 
Math Honor and Science Honor. He plans 
to attend University of Florida in the fall.

For more information or to learn how 
to make donations, go to www.jaxcf.org/
give/craig-speziale-memorial-fund.

Craig Speziale Memorial Scholarships awarded

Contributed photos
Pictured (from left) are Ana Speziale, scholar-
ship recipient Joseph DePorre, Susan and 
Vince DePorre.

Pictured (from left) are Patricia Dawson Spe-
ziale, scholarship recipient Mason Romero 
and Ana Speziale.
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By Anthony Richards

It is an understatement to say that renowned Casa Ma-
rina maître d’ Sterling Joyce has kept busy over the years.

He has only had one vacation in the past 19 years, but 
that is all about to change following his retirement on 
July 7.

“I just love to entertain,” Joyce said.
Joyce is known for his style and welcoming attitude, 

which has made him a known commodity among the 
Jacksonville Beach community.

According to Joyce, it was his hospitality and the way 
he treated people that made him into the respected person 
he is today.

“They say men are not gentlemen anymore,” Joyce 
said. “Hospitality is an art and not just something to take 
for granted.”

He went out in style with a retirement party at Seachas-
ers Lounge in Jacksonville Beach on July 7. The event 
was attended by several people he interacted with over 
the years.

“I’ve met people from all over the world,” Joyce said. 
“No one will ever be able to take away the experiences 
I’ve had and seen.”

Joyce experienced some rough times after his mother 
and sisters died in a house fire in New Jersey when he 
was 12 years old.

He and his father moved to Jacksonville not long after 
experiencing their tragic loss, and his dad got a job work-
ing for the Stockton family, who he thanked for helping 
both him and his dad during that period.

“Old man Jimmy Stockton is like my second dad,” 
Joyce said. “The Stocktons were very instrumental in my 
raising and my life.”

The tragedy left a desire within Joyce to give back and 
help those he can by holding the annual Sterling’s Dance 
at the Pier event each summer to raise money and food 
for families in need with kids going back to school.

He has also been involved with initiatives to collect 
toys and books for children as part of the Beaches Emer-
gency Assistance Ministry.

“All my life, all I’ve ever wanted to do was give back,” 
Joyce said. “It stems back to when I was a kid. I praise 
the Lord for everything I’ve got.”

After 10 years serving in the Air Force, Joyce started 
working on and off at Max’s Grand Ballroom in Jackson-
ville Beach before eventually taking on a full-time role.

As he developed recognition for the work he was 
doing, it caught the eye of the Casa Marina, and he has 
become a mainstay at the hotel and restaurant for the past 
21-plus years.    

On top of his job with the Casa Marina, he has also 
built much of his reputation by planning weddings, which 
he estimated doing about 120 per year, including two or 
three in the same day at times.

“People are always going to be getting married any and 
everywhere,” Joyce said. “It (the job) doesn’t get old, but 
I do,” Joyce chuckled.

In retirement Joyce is planning to go on a cruise to the 
Mediterranean but also wants to remain involved and 
hopes to offer advice as a consultant to businesses look-
ing for answers in how to better brand themselves.

“A lot of people have a good product, but they just 
don’t know how to get that message across,” Joyce said. 
“Just look at me; branding is everything.”

Jacksonville Beach legend Sterling Joyce retires in style

Photos by Anthony Richards
Longtime Casa Marina maître d’ Sterling Joyce held a retirement party at Seachasers Lounge in Jacksonville Beach on July 7. 

Raina Bartlett (from left), Joyce and Nereida Barker

Decorated lifeguard chairs accompa-
nied by holiday lights and sounds, set 
against an ocean backdrop, provided the 
perfect solution to thousands of people 
affected by the 2020 pandemic. Jackson-
ville Beach Deck The Chairs organiz-
ers, sponsors and volunteers stepped up 
to produce one of the most successful 
events in its eight-year history. The 
Beaches holiday tradition attracted an 
estimated 90,000 visitors over 42 days. 

High marks were given for the new and 
innovative exhibits and the variety of 
weekly children’s programming safely 
produced under CDC recommended 
guidelines.   

“We knew there would be a desire 
to get out and see lights, especially for 
families with kids,” said Deck The Chairs 
founder Kurtis Loftus. “I think we all 
were amazed by how many showed up.” 
He continues, “The weather for most of 
the event was great, so on traditionally 
slow days, more people than normal were 
out in the afternoons before the lights 
came on and stayed later in the evenings.”  

This year, Deck The Chairs is intro-
ducing a new interactive light and music 
exhibit — SeaSongs Spectacle. This 
custom-fabricated exhibit will showcase 
12 lifeguard chairs crafted to represent 
two whimsical fish, featuring motion-
activated musical instruments. Sponsor 
and donor logos will be featured on each 
one of the chairs.    

SCHEDULE: NOV. 20-JAN. 1, 2022
Opening night (Nov. 20): Introducing 

SeaSongs Light and Music Spectacle 
Free and open: Lights nightly from 5 

p.m. to 1 a.m. 

Musical Light Show: Nightly at 6 p.m., 
7 p.m., 8 p.m. and 9 p.m. 

Returning: Beaches Go Green Octopus 
Garden; Moonlight Movies; Tuba Christ-
mas/Santa; Weekly Children’s Dance 
Programming

Jan. 1, 4:30 p.m.: Gator Bowl Pep Rally
The event is handicap accessible and pet-

friendly. Concessions will be available on 
weekends and scheduled holiday nights. 

Sponsorship opportunities are still 
available. To learn more, email info@
deckthechairs.org. For more information 
about Deck The Chairs or to volunteer, go 
to www.deckthechairs.org. 

Dates announced for 2021 Jax Beach Deck The Chairs
Expectations high after 
2020 record attendance  

Joyce shares a moment with Fred and Rosemary Foreman.
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Premier Veterinary  
Specialty & Emergency 
Services at the Beaches 
Experience and compassion you can trust.

Monday - Friday   |   7:30a.m. to 6:00 p.m.   |   904-853-6310   |   www.FCVets.com

We Are  
Located At
301 Jacksonville Drive,  
Jacksonville Beach, FL 32250

W. Thomas McNicholas, Jr., DVM
Diplomate, American College  
of Veterinary Surgeons

Megan L. Wilson, DVM, MS
Diplomate, American College  
of Veterinary Surgeons-SA

Daniel Linden, DVM, MS
Diplomate, American College  
of Veterinary Surgeons-SA
ACVS Fellow, Surgical Oncology

Emergency service available
24 hours a day, 7 days a week

including holidays
firstcoastveter.com

The St. Augustine Humane Society has 
launched its 11th annual Pin Up Paws pet 
calendar photo contest with this year’s 
theme, “Paws Across America,” featuring 
winning pets and their photos in a variety 
of scenes associated with iconic American 
landmarks.

The fundraiser supports the nonprofit’s 
accomplishments since launching the con-
test in 2010 and the organization’s mission 
of promoting healthy, lifelong pet owner-
ship while reducing the rate of relinquish-
ment to shelters.  

As support for the overall fundraiser, the 
nonprofit will hold a Pin Up Paws Primary 
special event from 5 to 9 p.m. Friday, July 
16, at Palm Valley Outdoors Bar & Grill, 
377 S. Roscoe Blvd., Ponte Vedra Beach.

The Primary is free and open to the pub-
lic along with calendar contestants who 
raise $200 or more by 5 p.m. Thursday, 
July 15. Qualifying contestants’ pets will 
be featured on collection jars at the event 
to further campaign and collect donations 
for the nonprofit. 

The pet owner contestant who raises 
the most money will win a prize from the 
Humane Society. All money raised will be 
applied to each contestant’s page for final 
calendar pet photo placements, giveaways 
and prizes.

For more information, go to www.face-
book.com/StAugustineHumaneSociety. To 
enter the contest or vote for your favorite 
contestant, go to www.PinUpPaws.com.

According to Sam Williams, St. Augus-
tine Humane Society’s board president and 
general manager at Palm Valley Outdoors 
Bar & Grill, he and his restaurant team 
look forward to welcoming guests who 
attend the family-friendly activities for a 
good cause.

“The St. Augustine Humane Society 
has a key mission to promote healthy 
and responsible lifelong pet ownership 
by serving the medical and rehabilita-
tive needs of companion animals in our 
community,” he said. “Our programs are 
designed to strengthen human-pet relation-
ships and reduce the need for pets to enter 
shelters with a goal to ensure all pets have 
access to quality veterinary care, prevent 
overpopulation and prevent animal suf-
fering. This is one of the many ways we 

St. Augustine Humane Society 
to host Pin Up Paws event July 16

CALENDAR continues on Page 10

‘Paws Across America’ 
event and calendar 
to feature local pets

All About
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raise much-needed funds to support the 
nonprofit.” 

For a chance to have a pet featured 
in the full color, high-quality calendar, 
photos are submitted with heartfelt and 
entertaining descriptions to let people 
know why they should vote for the pet to 
be featured in the calendar for donations 
starting at $1 for votes.

Online pet photos and write-up entries 
end at 8 p.m. Thursday, Aug. 5. The 
close of the contest is 8 p.m. Saturday, 
Aug. 7. 

Last year, more than $21,000 was 
raised by the effort for calendar votes 
and donations to the campaign.

For more information, call (904) 829-
2737 or email mmurphy@staughumane.
org. The public can visit the contest 
website at www.PinUpPaws.com.

The pet with the greatest number of 
votes at the end of the contest will be 
the first-place winner and will receive 
the cover spot on the 2022 Pin Up Paws 
Calendar.

Each of the 12 second-place winners 
will be featured on one of the months in 
the calendar.

All first- and second-place winners 
will receive a professional photography 
session along with gift certificates from 
Columbia Restaurant as part of the prize 
package.

The 12 pets with the next highest 
number of votes will be runners-up and 
will have the image they submitted to 
the contest and a brief description of 
their pet featured in a one-and-a-half-
inch space in the calendar. The top 80 
pet contestants will have their submitted 
photos included in a calendar collage. 

Styling and photography sessions will 
take place with award-winning photog-
rapher Addison Fitzgerald, who has do-

nated his talents to the Humane Society 
since the calendar’s inception.

Local fine artist and graphic designer 
Maribel Angel continues to donate her 
creative talents to designing the distinc-
tive calendar publication. And the Hu-
mane Society is receiving a promotional 
billboard to be donated by Clear Channel 
Outdoor for eight weeks along U.S. 1 in 
St. Johns County. 

The completed calendar will be 
revealed at a Pin Up Paws Party in St. 
Augustine to be held in October. The 
location will be announced along with 
pricing for dinner, live music, silent auc-

tion, wine pull, refreshments and more.
The calendars will be available for $10 

each starting in October with purchase 
available online, by phone or at the Hu-
mane Society and area retail locations.

All proceeds from submissions, votes, 
sponsorships and sales will benefit the 
programs and services of the St. Augus-
tine Humane Society. The campaign and 
calendar sales and events will benefit St. 
Augustine Humane Society’s veterinary 
clinic and surgery center, along with 
other services and programs.

The Humane Society is located at 1665 
Old Moultrie Road in St. Augustine.

Best Friends Animal Society, a leading 
animal welfare organization, has released 
its sixth annual pet lifesaving dataset, 
which gives a national overview of the 
number of dogs and cats that enter and 
exit shelters each year.

It also includes a state-by-state no-kill 
priority ranking in which Florida is fourth. 

Best Friends measures shelter lifesaving 
with a metric called “save rate.”

A 90% save rate is the nationally 
recognized benchmark to be considered 
“no-kill,” factoring that approximately 10 
percent of pets who enter shelters have 
medical or behavioral circumstances that 
warrant humane euthanasia rather than 
killing for other reasons, such as lack of 
space.

In 2020, 283,942 dogs and cats entered 
Florida shelters and 234,681 were saved, 
giving the state an aggregate save rate of 
82.65%. 

In the same year, an estimated 55.92% 
of state shelters measured above the 90% 
benchmark. Those that were below it 
needed to save an estimated 24,289 more 
healthy or treatable animals to make 
Florida “no-kill.” A state is considered to 
be “no-kill” when every brick-and-mortar 
shelter in the state has a save rate of 90% 
or higher.

“Florida has many animal sheltering 
agencies doing tremendous work within 
their local communities,” said Tiffany 
Deaton, strategist for the Best Friends 
Animal Society East Region. “They have 
implemented best practices to save the 
animals in their care and keep pets out of 
shelters and with their families when pos-
sible. If we can take what we have learned 
from these model agencies and share that 
knowledge and those resources with other 
communities and shelters in Florida, we 
can make the Sunshine State a safe place 
for animals in shelters.” 

By comparison, in 2019, 361,478 
animals entered state shelters and 282,021 
were saved for an aggregate save rate of 
78%. At the time, an estimated 53.29% 
of shelters were no-kill and those that 
were below it needed to save an estimated 
45,503 more animals.  

Florida saved 
6,000 more 
dogs and cats 
in 2020 than 
previous year

Calendar
Continued from 9

Photo provided by St. Augustine Humane Society
A pet grouping photo montage includes the top nine entries so far who have each made the 
$200 minimum to be featured at the Pin Up Paws Primary event.

LOCAL STATISTICS FOR 2020: 
ST. JOHNS COUNTY
Total cats and dogs saved: 3,179
Total entered: 4,101
No-kill gap: 675
Total shelters: 3
No-kill shelters: 2

SHELTERS continues on Page 16



FREE EXAM
New clients only

Must present coupon. Offers cannot be combined

$10 OFF 
BOARDING

2 NIGHTS OR MORE

Must present coupon. Offers cannot be combined

$10 OFF 
WELLNESS

MEMBERSHIP
New clients only

Must present coupon. Offers cannot be combined

Preventive Care

 Surgery 

Diagnostic Tests 

Emergency Procedures 

Dentistry

Microchipping 

Wellness Plans 

Grooming 

Boarding

Spaying/ Neutering

Throughout the months of June and July, we're making it
easier than ever to keep your pet protected with
prevention. Prevention 
can be flea, tick or
Heart-worm medicine
that can help prevent 
sickness and in your
pet and increase their
overall health! Get 
$5.00 OFF when you
purchase 6 months
of prevention and 
$10.00 OFF  when you
purchase 12 months 
of prevention! As you
start to enjoy these 
summer months 
outside with your pet, 
it's important to keep 
them safe with 
preventative care! 

www.forevervets.com

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK FIRST FREE OFFICE EXAM

Prevention is Key �

Protect your Pet and Save Money!
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1770 St. John’s Bluff Rd - 904-503-1400

Visit our showroom 
for the best 

selection, prices 
& customer service!

Mon-Fri 9-6pm | Sat. 9-4 pm | Sun 12-4 pm
www.CarpetMan.biz

•  CARPET
•  HARDWOOD
• LAMINATE
•  CERAMIC T ILE
•  LUXURY VINYL
•  PLANKING
•  AREA RUGS

We’re not just 
recarpeting Northeast 

Florida... We are building 
relationships you can 

count on

FREE 
ESTIMATES

Mon-Fri 9-6pm | Sat. 9-4 pm
Sun 12-4 pm

2368 Research Parkway
Colorado Springs, CO 80920
A Residence of Legend Senior Living®

LegendSeniorLiving.com

The North Florida Green Chamber of 
Commerce is recognizing August as Na-
tional Water Quality Month. 

To focus on an important natural re-
source, the Green Chamber is accepting 
nominations for the 2021 Green Chamber 
Water Quality & Resource Awards. Dead-
line is July 18. 

The awards will recognize examples of 
water quality improvement and conser-
vation that best demonstrate significant, 
lasting and measurable excellence in water 
quality improvement or in prevention of 

water quality degradation by Green Cham-
ber members and other businesses in North 
Florida in four categories.

CREATIVE LANDSCAPE AWARD 
Successful candidate uses engineering 

design principals of low impact devel-
opment to reduce or eliminate flow of 
stormwater and potential contaminants 
carried with it from the property to receiv-
ing waters or that uses natural systems to 
manage stormwater and contaminants. Liv-
ing shorelines, xeriscaping and concepts 

included in the minimal impact design 
manual are good examples as well as other 
efforts to use existing natural landscape or 
restoring landscape to provide water qual-
ity improvement and wildlife habitat. 

 
CONSERVATION AND WATER REUSE 
AWARD 

Successful candidate successfully dem-
onstrates sustainability through reduction 
of consumption and reuse of resources. Ex-
amples include water conservation through 
low flow facilities and water reuse from 

converting wastewater or stormwater into 
water that can be reused for other purposes. 
Types of reuses include urban reuse, agri-
cultural reuse (irrigation), environmental 
reuse, industrial reuse. Reuse may include 
irrigation of gardens and agricultural fields. 
Reused water may also be directed toward 
fulfilling certain needs in residences (e.g., 
toilet flushing), businesses and industry. 
Creative reductions in energy use and 
resource recycling are included. 

 

Green Chamber accepting nominations for Water Quality & Resource Awards

The Fletcher Middle School Beaches Go Green Club won the 
2021 USGBC’s Green Schools award for “Broad Engagement” on 
environmental education.  The BGG club students created sev-
eral educational videos, which can be found on the Beaches Go 
Green YouTube Channel, a giant single-use plastic art installa-
tion “WAVE” for the Beaches Go Green Octopus Garden at Deck 
the Chairs 2020, participated in several BGG community clean-
ups and hosted a lunchtime educational Earth Day display.  The 
club met weekly throughout the school year in person and via 
Zoom to complete the projects, along with assistance from 
teacher/sponsor Scott Fretz.
Photo provided by Beaches Go Green

FLETCHER MIDDLE SCHOOL 
BEACHES GO GREEN CLUB 
WINS GREEN SCHOOLS AWARD 

AWARDS continues on Page 13
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Primary Care Prime Location

Learn more or schedule your appointment today at  
FlaglerHealth.org/Nocatee or call 904.819.3233

Andrew Hogan, MD 
Primary Care: Family Medicine 

(birth through geriatrics)

Sherif El-Salawy, MD
Primary Care: Geriatrics, 

Internal Medicine

Total Care Right in Your Neighborhood.  
That’s the Power of +.

When it comes to caring for your entire family, trust our  
family – the Primary Care doctors of Flagler Health+ Village 

at Nocatee. Conveniently located, we offer telemedicine visits, 
same day or next day appointments and even onsite lab and 

imaging services. It’s complete care that treats the whole  
family from birth all the way through geriatrics.

The Girl Scouts of Gateway Council 
has announced its 2021 Gold Award re-
cipients, one of whom is a recent gradu-
ate of Nease High School.

The council has 12 total award recipi-
ents, and four Girl Scouts are from the St. 
Johns County or St. Augustine area. This 
marks the most recipients in any county 
in the council.

This is the highest honor a Girl Scout 
can achieve, and the award is given for 
intensive, Girl Scout-led community 
service projects to solve complicated 
challenges in their communities.

The girls from St. Johns County who 

have achieved the Gold Award are:
■ Sidney Weber, recent Nease High 

School graduate. Sidney created an 
online community and project to help 
women and girls facing mental illness 
and depression from physical disorders. 
Her project was called Happiness Within 
Struggle.

■ Charlotte Corbitt, grade 9, Creekside 
High School. Charlotte hand-made 345 
facemasks during the COVID-19 pan-
demic for pediatric patients. The masks 
were used and distributed through the 
Community Hospice and Palliative Care.

■ Dagny Noce, grade 12, Creekside 

High School. Dagny created a multi-
sensory de-escalation room at her school 
for students in stress and crisis.

■ Courtney Oko, grade 12, Creekside 
High School. Courtney created a program 
to help exceptional students learn job 
skills through a series of “taskboxes” she 
made and installed at three area St. Johns 
County schools’ exceptional classrooms. 

The Gold Award is a key that can 
open doors to scholarships, preferred 
admission tracks for college and career 
opportunities. For more information, go 
to www.girlscouts.org/en/our-program/
highest-awards/gold-award.html.

4 county Girl Scouts receive Gold Awards

An initiative that will improve student 
access to health care at two St. Johns 
County schools will be launched this 
week.

The Webster School and South Woods 
Elementary are community partnership 
schools, which benefit by a collaborative 
leadership between Children’s Home 
Society of Florida, Flagler Health+, the 
school district and St. Johns River State 

College. This collaboration offers sup-
port to students beyond education.

On Wednesday, July 14, a ceremonial 
ribbon will be cut to officially grant stu-
dents access to timely, accessible health 
and wellness services through a tele-
health kiosk at each school. The kiosks 
are being provided by Flagler Health+.

A call to a parent from a school nurse 
would typically require the child to be 

picked up from school and taken home, 
and then an appointment would have to 
be made with a physician – assuming the 
family has insurance and the logistical 
capabilities to attend the appointment.

Now, these needs can be addressed 
more urgently and free of charge with 
a visit to the Flagler Health+ Wellness 
Kiosk. It will save time and get the child 
feeling better, faster.

Flagler Health+, partnership to 
open telehealth kiosks at 2 schools STORMWATER MANAGEMENT AWARD 

Successful candidate demonstrates 
creative and beneficial stormwater man-
agement activities in their stormwater 
pollution prevention plans, either on be-
half of their own facility or their client’s, 
by keeping potential contaminants from 
stormwater exposure at covered industrial 
sites or optimizing erosion and sedimen-
tation controls at construction sites. 

 
WETLAND PROTECTIONS AWARD 

Candidate demonstrates successful ef-
forts in protecting and enhancing wet-
lands through project design that avoids 
impacts to wetlands, including secondary 
impacts, enhancing wetlands through 
exotic species removal and hydrologic 
restoration or other efforts that preserve 
and expand wetland functions. 

 
The Green Chamber is a regional 

networking organization for all sizes of 
businesses and community organizations 
including nonprofits that emphasize green 
and sustainable business practices. The 
award is being created in cooperation 
with St. Johns Riverkeepers, the Florida 
Green Building Coalition and the St. 
Johns River Water Management District. 

To submit a nomination, go to www.
northfloridagreenchamber.org/sustain-
ability.

Awards
Continued from 12
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By Anthony Richards

Connie Green has lived a unique and 
adventurous life that led the Neptune 
Beach resident to eventually owning and 
operating a cattle ranch in Colorado.

The Jacksonville native and her late 
husband Stanton Green were active people 
and although many have dreams of retir-
ing and taking it easy by focusing on a 
hobby or fishing every day, that was not in 
their nature.

“We did not retire; we just changed 
jobs,” Green said.

Connie met Stanton when they were in 
college, as he was at Tulane University 
and she attended H. Sophie Newcomb 
Memorial College, which was Tulane’s 
women’s college.

Stanton Green worked for years as chief 
of orthopedic surgery, primarily at St. Vin-
cent’s in Jacksonville, before he retired.

“I think he had the ability to see down 
the line,” Green said. “He saw what was 
coming in, that the insurance companies 
would start to dictate how many patients 
you would see. If he wanted to spend 40 
minutes with a patient, he would.”

However, orthopedic surgeon to rancher 
is not the first transition of jobs that one 
thinks of.

That was the same thought that first 
crossed Connie Green’s mind when her 
husband shared the idea with her.

“My first reaction was, ‘You’ve got to 
be kidding me,’” Green said.

But as she thought more about it, ortho-
pedic surgery and ranching did have more 
in common than she initially presumed, 
especially when it came to the commit-
ment required to do both jobs.

“Ranching is 24/7,” Green said. “He 
(Stanton) was quite familiar with that 24/7 
way of life as an orthopedic surgeon.” 

She began making trips out west to look 
at ranches that were on the market and 
assess if the land was right for grazing 
cattle.

“As a cattle rancher, you pay by the sale 

of your calves, so the more you have, the 
more you can possibly make,” Green said.

After looking at ranches in several 
states, she found one about half an hour 
from Cedaredge, Colorado, that was a 
25,000-acre grazing permit exclusive for 
their use along with a deed for 3,200 acres 
of private land.  

The Greens did not go into their ranch-
ing venture without first doing their 
homework and researching what all it 
would take.

Part of the research included going to 
watch Tom Waldrop, who was one of 
Stanton Green’s patients, at his work as 

the head of the livestock market in Lake 
City.

“I would go and sit with him as they 
(cattle) were being sold, and he would 
point out what features to look at,” Green 
said. “It was an education, because I was 
essentially a city girl.”

They had 300-plus cattle and six horses, 
which came in handy and were used to 
help move the cattle.

“Every time a calf is born, even in the 
middle of the night, we were there tagging 
them,” Green said.

As with farming, the ebbs and flows of 
the weather were always in the back of 
their mind.

“You live and die by your water rights,” 
Green said. “If you don’t have grass (due 
to lack of water), you can’t feed your 
cows. If there was no snow for snow melt 
or rainwater, it became a problem.” 

According to Green, the ranch’s live-
stock was fed 4,000 pounds of round-bale 
a day.

The Greens spent a decade on the ranch, 
including the last couple of years when 
Connie took over the primary role of run-
ning the ranch after Stanton had a heart 
attack and passed away.
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VOTE FOR US! BEST PRESCHOOL!

The Goddard School in Ponte Vedra Beach uses the most  
current, academically endorsed methods to ensure that 
children have fun while learning the skills they need for  
long-term success in school and in life. 

Our talented teachers also collaborate with parents to  
nurture children into respectful, confident and joyful  
learners. We offer 2, 3 & 5 day schedules with half day  
and full day programs available. 

(904) 373-6600
45 ExEcutivE Way, PontE vEdra BEach FL 32082

Connie Green looks back on time as a rancher

ABOVE: Connie 
Green of Neptune 
Beach holds the 
book she wrote 
years ago about 
her and her 
husband Stanton’s 
experience owning 
a cattle ranch in 
Colorado.
Photo by Anthony 
Richards

LEFT: Connie Green 
feeds some of the 
cattle they had.
Photo provided by 
Connie Green

Photo provided by Connie Green
Stanton and Connie Green traded in their city 
life to be ranchers.

RANCHER continues on Page 16
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The 2021 Winter Design Show: Flaunting the First 
Coast, featuring some familiar names from television and 
design, will be held Dec. 3-5.

The event is a new and reimagined version of the 
Women’s Board of Wolfson Children’s Hospital’s Art & 
Antiques Show, which raises funds for the hospital.

As it has for more than four decades, the show will 
herald the holiday season.

“The Winter Design Show will bring many of the prized 
elements from its previous decades as the Art & An-
tiques Show while broadening and evolving its concept,” 
said Robin Albaneze, president of The Women’s Board. 
“‘Flaunting the First Coast’ is an appropriate theme to 
showcase all of the talent right here in our community, in 
one space, for an event benefitting the hospital.”

The show will feature more than 45 exhibitors, includ-
ing local and nationally recognized designers, artists, 
antique dealers and decor retailers.

Returning to the event are the black-tie gala, The 
Children’s Fashion Show featuring Wolfson Children’s 
patients and lectures by renowned speakers.

Here’s a look at this year’s speakers:
■ Ty Pennington, Emmy Award-winning television host, 

designer, carpenter and author will focus his presentation 
on sustainable design and construction while featuring his 
St. Augustine home.

■ Dr. Jennifer Arnold, neo-
natologist and co-star of TLC’s 
“The Little Couple,” will offer the 
keynote session about overcoming 
obstacles with optimism.

■ Janie Molster, author of “House 
Dressing: Interiors for Colorful 
Living” and acclaimed Southern 
designer based in Richmond, Vir-
ginia, will reveal the secret behind 
her unique ability to craft dreamy 
interiors and share down-to-earth 
advice for creating your own beauti-
ful and personal spaces.

The designers, artists, antiques 
dealers and other exhibitors at the 
show will share their work amid a 
backdrop that celebrates Northeast 
Florida. Interior designer and event 
creative director Fitz Pullins is be-
hind the theme, “Flaunting the First 
Coast.” Attendees will be able to 
explore a path through the distinct 
and diverse personalities of the First 
Coast’s neighborhoods.

“From my home in Avondale, just outside the heart of 
Jacksonville’s downtown, to historic Springfield, from 
Fernandina past American Beach and following the coast 
of A1A, I’ve run into no shortage of inspiration behind 
‘Flaunting the First Coast,’” said Pullins. “Creating an 

experience through the art and design that celebrates my 
hometown and supports our community and its children 
alongside The Women’s Board is especially rewarding.”

The Women’s Board aims to raise $1 million from the 
show for an endowment supporting the new world-class 
Neonatal Intensive Care Center in the Wolfson Children’s 
Critical Care Tower.

The endowment will help provide for programs, equip-
ment and services for the center, which will open in Febru-
ary. All proceeds will be matched 150% by Baptist Health.

“The Women’s Board of Wolfson Children’s Hospital 
was the first organization to commit to an endowment for 
the new Wolfson Children’s Critical Care Tower, and for 
more than 40 years, this extraordinary event has helped to 
support and save the lives of many patients,” said Michael 
Aubin, president of Wolfson Children’s Hospital.

Winter Design Show to feature TV host, 
medical expert, renowned designer
Holiday event benefits 
Wolfson Children’s Hospital

Photos provided by the Women’s Board of Wolfson Children’s Hospital
Michael Aubin, president of Wolfson Children’s Hospital, 
speaks during the announcement for the Winter Design Show.

Robin Albaneze
Women’s Board president

Fitz Pullins
Interior designer and 
Winter Design Show 
creative director 

DESIGN SHOW continues on Page 16
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Blanche Sue Batey Coggin
Blanche Sue Batey Coggin, born 

December 29, 1929, 
returned to the 
loving arms of our 
Father on July 5, 
2021 in the presence 
of her family at her 
home in Jacksonville 
Beach, Florida. She 
was a Christian, a 
mother, a wife, a 
philanthropist, and a 

friend to many across the globe. 
She is survived by her daughters, Cindy 

Coggin (Kim), Christy Hayden and Tra-
cye Hawkins; her grandchildren, Natalie 
Hall, Hunter Hayden, Alex Hayden, 
Joshua Hawkins (Kristin), and Chandler 
Coggin; and her great-grandchildren, 
Dylan, Noelle and Harmony Hawkins. 
She is also survived by many nieces, 
nephews, cousins and countless friends, 
including Pat Richardson, Elaine Simone, 
Lois Aschenbach, Ramona Sturgill and 
Pearl Hicks, to name a few. She was close 
to them all.  

She was preceded in death by her loving 
husband of 70 years, Luther Coggin, her 
beloved daughter, Terrye Coggin Proctor, 
and her beautiful, blue-eyed grandson, 
Chase Hawkins. 

Blanche was grateful to be a loyal 
follower of Christ and a member of the 
Disciples of Christ Christian Church.  
She regularly attended the First Christian 
Church in Birmingham Alabama, where 
she met her husband, Luther Coggin. They 
married in October, 1949 and had four 
daughters before moving to Florida and 
becoming members of the First Christian 
Church of the Beaches here in Neptune 
Beach.  

Blanche and Luther Coggin settled 
down in Ponte Vedra Beach and Jackson-
ville Beach, Florida living more than half 
of their married lives on the beach and 
vacationing to the mountains in North 
Carolina where they could enjoy the best 
of both worlds. Blanche enjoyed swim-
ming, reading, playing tennis, and travel-
ing. She and her husband travelled the 
world, touching on every continent except 
Antarctica.  

Blanche loved any activity with her 
family and friends. She enjoyed countless 
days at the club with her tennis gals. She 

had a tremendous sense of humor, loving 
funny cards and jokes, and she delighted 
in solving puzzles and playing games, 
especially with her family.  

Blanche served on the Jacksonville, 
Florida Salvation Army Advisory Board 
for more than 20 years. She was also a 
founding board member of the University 
of North Florida’s US Group, promoting 
women and girls health here in Jack-
sonville. She served in several offices 
of Disciples of Christ Church, primarily 
working with young people. Blanche and 
Luther’s kindness and generosity will 
continue for generations through their 
gifts to hospitals, educational institutions 
and charities.  

Through prosperity and adversity, 
Blanche always relied upon her Christian 
faith, retained her sense of humor, and 
shared her love with all who were in her 
presence. She was loved by many and will 
be missed by all who loved her.  

There will be a Celebration of Life 
Service at First Christian Church of the 
Beaches, 2125 Ocean Front, Neptune 
Beach, Florida 32266 on Saturday, July 
17 at 2:00 pm. Memorial donations can be 
made to Community Hospice of Jackson-
ville Beach, Florida. Arrangements are 
under the direction of HARDAGE-GID-
DENS FUNERAL HOME, 1701 Beach 
Blvd., Jacksonville Beach, FL. 

Victor Martinelli
Victor Martinelli, 92, a resident of 

Brookdale South-
side Senior Living 
in Jacksonville, FL, 
passed away on 
June 20, 2021 after a 
brief illness.  Before 
moving to Brook-
dale in 2016, Vic, 
along with his wife, 
Natalie (who passed 
away in 2018) were 

longtime residents of Sawgrass in Ponte 
Vedra Beach, moving there when they 
retired in 1984.  

A New Jersey native, who worked for 
many years in New York City and also 
lived and worked in Southern California 
before settling in north Florida, Vic was 
born in Orange, NJ on November 18, 
1928, the only son of Martin and Mayme 
Nitoli Martinelli.  He graduated from 
Barringer High School in Newark, NJ and 
received his Bachelor of Science degree in 
Business Administration 

from Rutgers University in 1950, 
where he was a member of the Tau Kappa 
Epsilon fraternity.  A veteran of the armed 
forces, Vic married Natalie Manno on 
Christmas Day, 1950 while serving in the 
US Airforce.  

Vic enjoyed a long and successful busi-
ness career. He was a financial manage-
ment consultant and partner in the firm 
of Coopers & Lybrand, where he was an 
acknowledged expert in the application 
of standard cost accounting principles 
to industrial manufacturing business 
sectors. This was followed by a career in 
corporate finance and management that 
included Controller of Max Factor & Co., 
and CFO of Sav-a-Stop and Informatics 
Corporations until his retirement.  He was 
a member of the American Management 
Association and the National Associa-
tion of Accountants. He was published in 
professional and trade journals and was a 
frequent lecturer.  Vic was also active as a 
business consultant in north Florida after 
his retirement.   

Vic was an elected member and Chair-
man of the St. Augustine Airport Author-
ity, as well as an appointed member of the 
St. Johns County Water & Sewer Author-
ity.  An accomplished pilot, he was also 
past president of the St. Augustine Pilots 
Association and a member of the Quiet 
Birdmen.  He enjoyed playing golf for 
many years during his residence at Saw-
grass and was a lifelong electronics buff.  
Vic and Natalie travelled throughout the 
world in their retirement, spending time in 
Europe, China and Australia.  

Vic is survived by his two children, 
Martin Martinelli (Mary Knott), and Kim 
Shiley (Edward Shiley), four grandchil-
dren, Phillip and Gregory Martinelli, and 
Megan and Christopher Shiley, and four 
great-grandchildren. His only sister, Lu-
ena Dachino, passed away from complica-
tions due to Covid 19 in 2020. 

A funeral mass will be held at Our Lady 
Star of the Sea Roman Catholic Church in 
Ponte Vedra Beach at 1:00pm on Mon-
day, September 20, 2021 followed by the 
interment of his ashes and a memorial 
reception at Brookdale Southside Senior 
Living in Jacksonville. Arrangements are 
the direction of HARDAGE-GIDDENS 
FUNERAL HOME, 1701 Beach Blvd., 
Jacksonville Beach, FL. 

To leave condolences and remembranc-
es, please visit: https://www.dignityme-
morial.com/obituaries/jacksonville-beach-
fl/victor-martinelli-10244355    

OBITUARIES

Blanche Sue 
Batey Coggin 

Victor Martinelli

“This was a monumental year for cats 
and dogs in America’s shelters,” said 
Julie Castle, CEO of Best Friends Animal 
Society. “We saw communities, shelters 
and individuals step up for animals in ways 
we couldn’t have imagined, and now we 
are closer than ever before to achieving our 
goal of no-kill by 2025.” 

The organization has identified the top 
six states where it says pets need to be 

saved: Texas, California, North Carolina, 
Florida, Alabama and Louisiana, which 
make up 50% of the dogs and cats still 
being killed in the nation. Although they 
continue to represent the largest lifesav-
ing gaps, these states have seen significant 
progress in lifesaving over the past year.  

The COVID-19 pandemic impacted this 
year’s data, as many shelters or services 
had to partially close or reduce services. 
Communities and individuals filled that gap 
through volunteering, fostering and adopt-
ing. As a result, fewer pets entered shelters 
and more animals’ lives were saved. 

“This year’s progress has been excep-
tional, from what we have seen with com-
munity support and involvement and the 
lifesaving numbers as a result. It is crucial 
that we build on this momentum to keep 
pets out of shelters and in loving homes 
where they belong. This is how we will get 
to no-kill,” Castle said. 

Nationally, about 347,000 cats and dogs 
were killed in America’s shelters in 2020, 
down from 625,000 in 2019. This is the 
largest yearly reduction in dogs and cats 
killed in the nation’s shelters (44.5%) to 
date, putting the nation at an 83% save rate.

“Since we announced our no-kill goal the 
number of cats and dogs killed in shelters 
has decreased by 76%, down from about 
1.5 million in 2016,” said Castle. “This is 
incredible progress, but we must never lose 
sight that there are still over 950 cats and 
dogs killed every day just because they do 
not have a safe place to call home.”

For the past six years, Best Friends has 
spearheaded a one-of-a-kind extensive data 
collection process that involved coordinat-
ed outreach to every shelter in America fol-
lowed by additional research, data analysis, 
and technology development.

Shelters
Continued from 10

Although Stanton’s death was un-
expected, she knew that the two had 
too much invested in the ranch to not 
see it through before finding the right 
time to move back home.

“I would have followed Stanton 
anywhere, and I did,” Green said. “It 
was a fabulous adventure.” 

Green wrote a book about her ranch-
ing venture with Stanton, and when 
thinking of a title she harkened back to 
when she first heard of the idea.

The book is called “You’ve got to 
be kidding! From mending bones to 
mending fences; from social scene to 
saddleback.” 

The show, chaired by Kymberly 
Wolfson, Heather Creel and Kristina 
Powell, will take place at the Prime 
Osborn III Convention Center and 
continues to welcome exhibitors and 
sponsors. To get involved as a sponsor 
and exhibitor, contact (904) 202-2866.

For further information, go to wom-
ensboardwch.com.

General admission tickets are $15 
and include the entire three-day event. 
Individual lecture tickets start at an 
additional $30. To purchase tickets or 
learn more about the 2021 Winter De-
sign Show, go to womensboardwch.
com/2021-winter-design-show.

Design Show
Continued from 15

Rancher
Continued from 14

Photo provided by Connie Green
Connie Green continued operations of 
the ranch for two years after her hus-
band passed away of a heart attack.
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Parents and other 
family members 
who want to pass 
on assets during 
their lifetimes may 
be tempted to gift 
the assets. Al-
though setting up 
an irrevocable trust 
lacks the simplic-
ity of giving a gift, 
it may be a better 

way to preserve assets for the future. 
A trust is a legal entity under which 

one person — the “trustee” — holds 
legal title to property for the benefit of 
others — the “beneficiaries.” The trustee 
must follow the rules provided in the 
trust instrument. An “irrevocable” trust 
cannot be changed after it has been cre-
ated. In most cases, this type of trust is 
drafted so that the income is payable to 
you (the person establishing the trust, 
called the “grantor”) for life, and the 
principal cannot be applied to benefit 
you or your spouse. At your death the 
principal is paid to your heirs. This way, 
the funds in the trust are protected, and 
you can use the income for your living 
expenses. 

While gifting assets outright is much 
simpler process than setting up a trust, 
the following are some of the advantages 
of setting up a trust instead:

Income. Putting assets in a trust means 
you can receive income from the assets 
to continue to pay for living expenses. 
Depending on how the trust is set up, you 
can receive regular income payments or 
the trustee could have discretion to make 
payments. 

Control. With an irrevocable trust, 
you as the grantor can maintain some 
control over the assets. You get to choose 
the trustees and establish the rules of 
the trust. You can also retain the right to 
change beneficiaries with a power of ap-
pointment in your will.  

Asset protection from creditors. If you 
give money to a family member directly, 
that money could be lost to the recipient’s 
carelessness, creditors or divorce.  

Why an irrevocable 
trust may be 
superior to gifting

Dan Armstrong
Guest Columnist

ARMSTRONG continues on Page 21

By Shaun Ryan

A dream of entrepreneur Raghu 
Misra comes to fruition this week with 
a ribbon-cutting ceremony at the link, a 
co-working space, innovation incubator 
and membership-based venue in Nocatee 
Town Center.

The St. Johns County Chamber of 
Commerce Ponte Vedra Beach Division 
hosted the ceremony Wednesday, July 
14, for the newest addition to the local 
business community.

In conjunction with the ribbon-cutting, 
the link is throwing a multi-day Grand 
Opening celebration featuring speakers, 
performers, workshops, food and more.

From 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. Thursday, 
July 15, the Cultural Center of Ponte 
Vedra Beach is offering a full day of art 
and entertainment events at the link. The 
schedule includes music, poetry, visual 
arts, ballet, a fashion show and more. 
View the schedule at ccpvb.org/events/
upcoming-events.

From noon to 10 p.m. Friday, July 16, 
the link is conducting an entrepreneur-
ship and innovation showcase featuring 
link talks, a luncheon and a cocktail 
reception.

The link is like nothing else in this 
area.

“We want to be a place where people 
of all age groups come and get inspired,” 
said Misra.

The 22,500-square-foot facility at 425 
Town Plaza Ave. is a smart building with 

The link becomes a reality
Children attend a Cultural Center of Ponte Vedra Beach art camp at the link, an innovative facility located at the Nocatee Town Center.

Photos by Shaun Ryan
The link showcases the work of some of the area’s most accomplished artists. The giraffes 
are part of a menagerie of animals created by Ocean Sole from recycled flip-flops. The paint-
ing is by Susanne Schuenke.

Innovative facility in Nocatee 
offers co-working space, classes, 
entertainment and more

LINK continues on Page 23
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Local governments 
have choices of how 
to enforce compli-
ance with city/county 
ordinances and laws. 
Some choose to 
utilize a board, often 
made up of citizens.  
While this system 
has benefits, it is 
reliant upon citizen 
participation and 

can be liable to popular opinion and even 
personal grudges. A frequent alternative is 
a special magistrate. Atlantic, Neptune and 
Jacksonville beaches each utilize a special 
magistrate for code enforcement.

The proceedings are quasi-judicial, with 
some degree of formality, but significantly 
less than a court proceeding. A decision 
is rendered and is enforceable and can be 
appealed. Some participants choose to 
be represented by an attorney, as all are 
permitted to do.

Beaches resident and current Circuit 
Court Judge Jeb Branham was formerly a 
special magistrate. He has the following to 
say about the position: “In Florida, cities 

and counties have the option to appoint 
a special magistrate instead of using a 
full code enforcement board to conduct 
hearings to determine whether a person 
has violated a local ordinance and what 
the penalty will be if a violation is found. 
Code enforcement boards are composed 
of members of the community, while a 
special magistrate is usually a lawyer. A 
special magistrate functions very much 
like a judge in court. They will usually 
conduct code enforcement hearings 
similarly to how judges conduct trials. In 
my experience, having a special magistrate 
conduct code enforcement hearing works 
well for both the city or county and the 
residents.”

Jacksonville Beach has an active special 
magistrate docket. With respect to the 
purpose of the position, City Manager 
Mike Staffopoulos says: “Our goal at the 
city is compliance, and not fines or making 
money. If everyone follows our codes, we 
will have a community that all residents 
and business owners can be proud of!” 
At the central core, the role of the special 

Judge John: Role of 
the special magistrate

John Miller
Guest Columnist

JUDGE JOHN continues on Page 20
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Briley & Deal, LLCBriley & Deal, LLC
Attorneys at LawAttorneys at Law

Lawyers for the Beaches and Beyond – since 1996Lawyers for the Beaches and Beyond – since 1996

Blake DealBlake Deal
Concentrates his practice in the Concentrates his practice in the 

areas of  Residential and Commercial areas of  Residential and Commercial 
Real Estate Law and Property Tax LawReal Estate Law and Property Tax Law

Bdeal@jaxrelaw.comBdeal@jaxrelaw.com

Randy BrileyRandy Briley
Concentrates his practice in General Civil Concentrates his practice in General Civil 

Litigation, Family Law, Bankruptcy, Litigation, Family Law, Bankruptcy, 
Contracts and Construction LawContracts and Construction Law

Rbriley@jaxrelaw.comRbriley@jaxrelaw.com

PROPERTY TAX – HOMESTEAD PROPERTY TAX – HOMESTEAD 
AND PORTABILITY EXPERTSAND PORTABILITY EXPERTS

BUYING AND SELLING AT THE BEACHES? BUILDING A NEW HOME? YOUR CLOSING BUYING AND SELLING AT THE BEACHES? BUILDING A NEW HOME? YOUR CLOSING 
WILL RECEIVE DETAILED AND PROFESSIONAL ATTENTION AT BRILEY & DEALWILL RECEIVE DETAILED AND PROFESSIONAL ATTENTION AT BRILEY & DEAL

904-285-5299  904-285-5299  | |  WWW.JAXRELAW.COM WWW.JAXRELAW.COM
1525B The Greens Way, Jacksonville Beach1525B The Greens Way, Jacksonville Beach
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Janet E. Johnson, P.A. Criminal Defense Attorney

Janet Johnson is committed to aggressively defending people accused in all 

criminal matters in state and federal court. In practice since 1994, she is 

a member of  the Florida Bar, The Federal Bar, Colorado Bar, as well as the 

Florida Association of  Criminal Defense Lawyers. She has been on the faculty 

of  FACDL “Blood, Breath & Tears” annual DUI seminar. Ms. Johnson has 

been awarded the AV preeminent rating™ from Martindale-Hubble® and was 

named a fellow to the prestigious Litigation Counsel of  America™, as well as one 

of  the ten best criminal defense attorneys nationally for client satisfaction by 

the American Institute of  Criminal Law Attorneys. She also appears as a legal 

commentator on CNN and HLN.

 Areas of  criminal law that are handled by Janet Johnson:

• DUI Defense •  Federal Cases • Robbery/Burglary • Assault & Battery • Juvenile 

Cases • Domestic Violence • Sex Offenses • Child Abuse/Exploitation • Health 

Care Fraud • Drug Trafficking/Possession • Shop-Lifting • Probation Violations • 

White Collar Crime

Please call our office for a free initial consultation.

3219 Atlantic Blvd., Jacksonville, FL 32207 904.634.8991
janetejohnsonlaw.com

The hiring of  a lawyer is an important decision that should not be based solely upon 
advertisements. Before you decide, ask us to send you free written information about 

our qualifications and experience.

Jacksonville | Jacksonville Beach | Lake City 
www.marksgray.com

Janice Richardson
Attorney 
904.807.2123 jrichardson@marksgray.com

RELY ON OUR EXPERIENCE 
TO PROTECT YOUR ASSETS

BOARD CERTIFIED AND FELLOW OF THE 
AMERICAN ACADEMY OF MATRIMONIAL LAWYERS

904.296.7440
datzlaw.net

Let us make a difficult time 
easier. We can assist you with:

• Divorce, Dissolution of 
Marriage and Paternity

• Prenuptial Agreements

• Property Division, Alimony, 
& Children’s Issues

• High Net Worth Cases

• Complex Business Issues 

• Real Estate Issues
LAWRENCE DATZ 
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904.280.0058

822 AIA N. Ste#310 • Ponte Vedra Veach, FL 32082
www.DanArmstrong.com

PV3-LV37226

Do you have questions concerningDo you have questions concerning
Probate or Estate Planning?Probate or Estate Planning?

In-office or virtual consultationsIn-office or virtual consultations
Serving the Ponte Vedra area for 20 years!Serving the Ponte Vedra area for 20 years!

www.pickporter.com • 904-701-0591

Nicole Carlucci 
is an experienced and compassionate family law attorney who has practiced law and worked in legal 
education in Jacksonville for  more than 20 years. She understands that her clients are  experiencing 
challenging times and is dedicated to providing them with personalized attention and support. 

Ms. Carlucci handles cases involving a variety of issues such as dissolution of marriage, paternity, 
child custody, child support and relocation. 

Ms. Carlucci graduated cum laude from both Wake Forest University, where she earned  her 
Bachelor of Arts degree and Florida State University College of Law where she  earned her law degree. 

Ms. Carlucci began her career as an Assistant State Attorney before going into private 
practice.  Over the years she has litigated in the areas of family law, personal injury,
insurance defense and criminal defense. Immediately prior to joining the Law Offi ces 
of Jason K.S. Porter, P.A., Ms. Carlucci worked in legal education at Florida Coastal 
School of Law. Although she enjoyed working in academics,  Ms. Carlucci was happy 
to return to the practice of law.  

At The Law Offi ces of  Jason K.S. Porter, P.A., Ms. Carlucci leads the family law division 
and is spearheading the fi rm’s expansion to Jacksonville Beach.

Call today 

for your

complimentary 

consultation 

at the fi rm’s 

beaches offi ce. 

Keeping the funds in a trust protects the 
assets for the future. 

Taxes. If the trust is structured prop-
erly, it can have a tax advantage for your 
beneficiaries. Assets that have gone up in 
value will receive a “step-up” in basis on 
your death, which means your beneficia-
ries will pay less in capital gains taxes. 
Assets that are gifted do not receive a 
“step-up.” 

Medicaid. If you anticipate needing 
long-term care benefits in the future, then 

it is important to plan ahead. If you give 
away money or fund an irrevocable trust 
within the five years (the “look-back 
period”) before applying for Medicaid, 
you may face a period of ineligibility for 
Medicaid benefits. The actual period of 
ineligibility will depend on the amount 
gifted or transferred to the trust. Putting 
assets in a trust allows you to plan ahead 
while retaining some income and control 
over the assets. 

To set up an irrevocable trust, contact 
your attorney.

Dan W. Armstrong is an attorney based in 
Ponte Vedra Beach. He specializes in elder 
law, estate planning and corporate law.

Armstrong
Continued from 17

magistrate is to uphold community 
standards as adopted by local ordinances 
and thereby help maintain an attractive 
city and property values.

Judge John has now served in his 
position for such a period of time that 
he is the current longest sitting special 
magistrate at the Beaches. In my 
experience, the employees of the several 
beaches cities do their best to act fairly 
and in compliance with their city codes. 
Those of us who do serve as magistrates 
do so as a form of community service 
to give back to the beaches that we love 
so much. We strive to assure that every 

citizen has a fair opportunity to have their 
voice heard about the issues before the 
hearing.

Special magistrate hearings are open 
to the public (as long as decorum is 
observed) and are a great opportunity to 
observe local laws in action at the most 
basic level of our democracy.

John Miller is the special magistrate for the 
City of Neptune Beach. His law firm, Rock 
Solid Law & Title, provides expert guidance 
in all areas of estate planning, trust & wills, 
real estate, closings, title & escrow, and small 
business representation. (904) 241-1113.

Do you have any questions of law or 
customs that are of particular interest to 
those living the Sand Life on our beautiful 
island? Please submit them to Judge John 
for consideration for a future article. john@
rocksolidlaw.com

Judge John
Continued from 18
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Educational toy brand Safari Ltd. 
is planning to open its first interactive 
retail store, ToyTopia, in the Nocatee 
Town Center. The store will offer an 
immersive, modern shopping experi-
ence where children are encouraged to 
explore and interact with toys off the 
shelves.

The family-owned creator of Toys 
That Teach has been making educa-
tional figurines for nearly 40 years and 
recently relocated its headquarters to 
Jacksonville.

As parents, locals and third-gener-
ation business owners, the Pariente 
family plans to make ToyTopia a place 
where families can come together, play 
and take home quality toys.

When the Pariente family moved into 
the Nocatee community, they decided to 

create a much-needed local toy store in 
their new home.

“The goal is to become the ‘Cheers’ 
of toy stores for Nocatee,” said Christi-
na Pariente, president of Safari Ltd. and 
mother of three. “Seriously! Toy stores 
should be fun. We want to be the place 
families go to relax and let their kids’ 
imaginations run wild — you know, get 
all that energy out before bedtime!”

ToyTopia will carry the Safari Ltd. 
signature fan-favorite collections, which 
are carefully crafted and non-toxic. For 
years, the company’s animal, dinosaur 
and mythical creature toys have been 
loved and trusted by parents, educa-
tors and creators alike. ToyTopia will 
also feature other trusted brands and 

Local educational toy brand to open retail store in Nocatee

Maxwell D. Potter has joined Smith Hulsey & 
Busey as an associate attorney. He will assist cli-
ents in complex matters involving tax law, trusts 
and estates.

Potter received his law degree from Stetson 
University and obtained a master of laws in taxa-

tion from the University of Florida. Before joining 
Smith Hulsey, he clerked at a tax and estate plan-
ning law firm and completed an in-house counsel 
externship with the nation’s leading medical spa.

“Max is a crucial hire for our tax and estate 
planning practices,” said firm chairman Steve 

Busey. “He has a unique breadth of experience 
and knowledge of the tax code, which will be a 
major asset to our clients.”

Potter grew up in Ponte Vedra Beach and 
earned his undergraduate degree from Florida 
State University.

Smith Hulsey & Busey welcomes attorney Max Potter

Maxwell D.  Potter

ToyTopia by Safari Ltd. will open its doors in January 2022

TOY STORE continues on Page 23
Photo provided by Safari Ltd.

This rendering shows the future location of ToyTopia by Safari Ltd. in the Nocatee Town Center.
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Don’t Wait for this 
Red Flag!

TREE MASTERS, INC
285-4625

Dead trees and limbs need to 
be removed before a storm 

approaches.

Complete 
Professional 

Tree Care
30 YEARS EXPERIENCE
treemastersflorida.com

Cranes • Aerial Lift • Chippers 
Stumps • Debris Removal

technology to keep energy use at an opti-
mum level, artificial intelligence to ensure 
security, strategies to promote wellness 
and much more.

It is a hub for tech entrepreneurs to 
launch their businesses. But the link is 
much more than that. It offers a variety of 
recreational and educational activities for 
the entrepreneurs’ families and members 
from the community at large.

It is being called the first membership-
based organization and venue where 
people of all ages can go to “learn, play, 
think and do” under one roof.

Misra, the founder and CEO of Wired-
2Perform, unveiled his plan for the link 
in June 2020 during a groundbreaking 
ceremony. But it was an idea that went 
back to 2018 when he and wife Gurpreet 
were driving their son to taekwondo les-
sons half a mile from their home. During 
the hour-long class, the Misras waited in 
their car with little to do.

The experience inspired Raghu Misra 
to seek a way to reduce the two hours and 
make the remaining time more valuable. 
His solution was the link, where people 
could work while their families engaged 
in various activities on site, reducing the 
need for unnecessary commuting.

For the professional, the link offers a 
variety of office-space solutions, including 
desks, meeting rooms, virtual office space 
and a mail service.

For all members, there are activities, 

classes, entertainment and more with an 
array of amenities. 

In fact, kids’ camps have already begun. 
Four robotic camps are being offered 
this summer. And the Cultural Center is 
conducting seven arts camps. STEAM 

week is planned for August. And Misra’s 
nonprofit Sapna Foundation is offering 
additional courses.

There will be classes in martial arts, in-
cluding kickboxing and jiu jitsu, physics, 
fencing and dance.

The Flagler Health+ Immersive Studio 
is among the facility’s most popular 
amenities. The meeting room’s walls 
form a 360-degree environment that can 
put people inside videos from around the 
world and images from webcams. The 
studio is useful for virtual travel, demon-
strations or relaxation.

Memberships are available to anyone in 
the community and surprisingly afford-
able. To learn more, go to thelink.zone/
membership.

products curated by the Parientes, such as 
BiOBUDDi plant-based building blocks, 
Folkmanis plush puppets and other popu-
lar, eco-friendly brands for kids of all ages.

The local toy store hopes to become a 
neighborhood hangout by hosting interac-
tive sessions for kids, parent/child classes 
and more.

“We truly believe in the value of com-
bining creativity, learning and imaginative 
play, especially in a world increasingly 
filled with screens,” said Pariente.

The store is scheduled to open in Janu-
ary 2022, but its owners aren’t ruling out 
the possibility of an early opening in time 
for the holiday season.

ToyTopia will be an extension of Safari 
Ltd., which has been teaching kids about 
the natural world and encouraging its 
conservation through the joy of play. The 
company’s sculptors and artists meticu-
lously research every animal’s anatomy 
— including consulting with paleontolo-
gists and zoologists — prior to creating 
a lifelike model. Each product is then 
manufactured and delicately hand-painted, 

meaning no two Safari Ltd. figures are 
exactly alike.

“We look forward to being a neighbor-
hood hangout where children can unleash 
their imaginations and create memorable 
moments in an experimental space,” said 
Pariente. “Nocatee is a perfect community 
to launch our first retail store, and we can’t 
wait to welcome kids and their families to 
ToyTopia!”

ABOVE: Large spaces at the link will be 
used for classes in yoga and martial arts.

LEFT: A grizzly made entirely of recycled 
flipflops — the work of Ocean Sole — 
stands near the entrance to the link.

link
Continued from 17

Photo provided by Safari Ltd.
A selection of Safari Ltd. Figures is shown.

Toy Store
Continued from 22

The link is the newest addition to the Nocatee Town Center community.

Photos by Shaun Ryan
The Flagler Health+ Immersive Studio walls 
display a menu of destinations and experi-
ences that, once selected, can be projected all 
around occupants of the room.
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An opening reception for The 200th Anniversary pho-
tography exhibition titled “From River to Ocean” will take 
place from 6 to 8 p.m. Monday, July 19, at the St. Johns 
County Administration Building, 500 San Sebastian View.

Live music will be provided by the House Cats. Refresh-
ments will be served.

Local photographers submitted photography depicting 
five districts throughout St. Johns County, and photos were 
chosen by a panel to be part of this exhibit.A total of 24 
photographers were chosen, with 44 photographs on view 
in this display.

Admission is free to the opening reception and to view 
the artwork daily during regular hours, from 8 a.m. to 5 
p.m. weekdays. The 200th Anniversary photography exhibi-
tion will run through Jan. 3, 2022.

St. Johns County 200th Celebration continues 
with photography exhibition opening July 19

St. Johns County’s Month of Music 
continues to grow as the Sing Out Loud 
Festival adds more artists and venues to 
the festival lineup. 

Beginning Sept. 10 and running through 
Sept. 26, the fifth annual Sing Out Loud 
Festival features more than 100 free and 
ticketed performances at various venues 
throughout St. Johns County. This second 
round of artists joining the lineup includes: 

■ Scottish singer/guitarist with endear-
ing energy, KT Tunstall, performing at 
Ponte Vedra Concert Hall on Sunday, 
Sept. 19.  Tickets are on sale at ticketmas-
ter.com and at The St. Augustine Amphi-
theatre box office.  

■ The renowned Patty Griffin, known 
for her poignant and melodic folk-tinged 
tunes, joins as special guest to Yola on 
Sunday, Sept. 12, at The St. Augustine 
Amphitheatre. Tickets for this event are 
on sale now.  

As with previous years, a portion of 
proceeds from ticketed events will benefit 
local charities. Thus far, beneficiaries of 
the fifth annual Sing Out Loud Festival 
include Port in the Storm, S.A.F.E. Pet 
Rescue, St. Johns County Legal Aid, Jax 
Legal Aid and Wildflower Clinic.  

Joining the lineup with free performances 
are Mississippi Hill Country blues guitarist 
Cedric Burnside, New Orleans Big Sam’s 
Funky Nation, Grammy award-winning 
singer/songwriter John Paul White, non-
traditional cellist with a soulful voice Ben 
Sollee, Americana singer/songwriter and in-
strumentalist Dylan LeBlanc, country-blues 
duo The Cactus Blossoms and indie guitar 
band Surfer Blood. Also free this year wille 
be the Ancient City Poets Showcase fol-
lowed by a Poetry Open Mic. 

Annual music 
event releases 
2nd round 
of headliners

“Shands Pier Venus Belt” by John B. Merriam

Contributed photos
“Menorcan Monument” by Byron Capo“Pasture Morning” by Paul Coleman

FESTIVAL continues on Page 26
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The Cultural Center at Ponte Ve-
dra Beach presents summer art camps                                
in Jacksonville Beach and surrounding 
areas until Aug. 13. 

The Cultural Center has served the com-
munity as a gathering place to learn, expe-
rience and appreciate the arts and culture 
in its many forms. The nonprofit provides 
opportunities for adults, children and fami-
lies through classes, exhibits, programs, 
services, activities and memberships open 
to the local community, and beyond. 

The Cultural Center is featuring camps 
for kids in Jacksonville Beach, located at 
3972 3rd St. South, and surrounding area 
locations. The Cultural Center features 
local, regional, national and interna-
tional artists, events, art classes, lectures, 
workshops and children’s programming to 
include summer and winter camps, after-
school programs and adult programming.

Summer camps will be held on Mon-
days through Fridays with half- and full 
-day programs from 9 a.m. until 2 p.m. 
featuring activities for children from 4 to 

11 years of age. Most camps cost $225 
per person, and member cost is $199 per 
person. Themed classes are designed to 
ignite creativity and innovation in young 
minds through various innovative forms. 
For more information about camp sched-
ules, locations, space availability and reg-
istration, go to ccpvb.org/arts-programs/
summer-art-camps. 

Mural Week camp will be held from 
July 19 through July 23 as Northeast 
Florida is bursting with  mural art. Camp-
ers will learn about various forms of 
public art and create their own mini mu-
rals. Mural pieces will be exhibited at the 
Cultural Center at Ponte Vedra Beach for a 
pop-up exhibition on Friday, July 30, until 
Saturday, July 31. Campers will keep their 
artwork as mementos of their experience. 

Space Camp will run from July 26 until 
July 30 with information about astronaut 
training and techniques, space hardware, 
spaceflight missions, aerospace livelihoods 

Cultural Center at Ponte Vedra 
Beach presents summer art camps 

Apex Theatre Studio to perform 
‘Matilda Jr.’ at Ponte Vedra Concert Hall

  Apex Theatre Studio will present 
“Matilda Jr.” on July 23-24 at Ponte Vedra 
Concert Hall. 

Rebellion is nigh in “Matilda Jr.,” a glee-
fully witty ode to the anarchy of childhood 
and the power of imagination. This story 
of a girl who dreams of a better life and the 
children she inspires will have audiences 
rooting for the “revolting children,” who 
are out to teach the grown-ups a lesson. 

Matilda has astonishing wit, intelligence 
... and special powers. She’s unloved by her 
cruel parents, but impresses her school-
teacher, the highly loveable Miss Honey. 

Matilda’s school life isn’t completely 
smooth sailing, however. The school’s 
mean headmistress, Miss Trunchbull, hates 
children and loves thinking up new punish-
ments for those who don’t abide by her 
rules. But Matilda has courage and clever-
ness and could be the school pupils’ saving 
grace. Packed with high-energy dance 
numbers and catchy songs, “Matilda Jr.” is 
a joyous girl-power romp. 

Tickets for Apex Theatre Studio’s 
Matilda Jr. are on sale via Ticketmaster.
com. The Ponte Vedra Concert Hall box 
office remains closed at this time.  

CAMPS continues on Page 26

ACROSS
1. E-wallet content
6. Pen ____
9. *Rubik’s ____
13. Bryan Stevenson’s 
“Just ____”
14. *____-Wan Kenobi
15. Egyptian falcon-
headed deity
16. Top of a steeple
17. *”____-I-Am”
18. Vernacular
19. *”Walking” spring toy
21. *Purple dinosaur
23. Foot the bill

24. Smidgen
25. *KIDZ ____
28. Like a mattress?
30. Stay clear of
35. *Dumbo’s were 
huge
37. *Arnold Lobel’s 
“Frog and ____”
39. Emotional punish-
ment
40. At the summit of
41. Young hooter
43. Shakespeare’s 
hometown river
44. Increase rpms
(2 words)

46. *Pinocchio or Baron 
Munchausen, e.g.
47. Retired, shortened
48. Soft palate vibra-
tions
50. Bob of the boxing 
world
52. Bovine hangout
53. Give the cold 
shoulder
55. Unagi on sushi 
menu
57. *Place called 
Sesame
60. *Place for Pong and 
Pac-Man
63. Semolina source
64. It would
66. Mourning fabric
68. Arterial blood 
vessel
69. Atlantic catch
70. Partner of pains
71. Emeralds and rubies
72. *One of “Little 
Women”
73. Haul something 
heavy

DOWN
1. German river
2. Large edible mush-
room, pl.
3. Seed covering
4. Substitute for tender
5. *Shenzi, Banzai and 
Ed in “Lion King”
6. *One in a pocketful
7. Lawyers’ league
8. Horizontal bar dance
9. It’s knee high by the 
Fourth of July?
10. Strong desire
11. Channel marker

12. Eastern Standard 
Time
15. What bullies do
20. City in Japan
22. Past tense of eat
24. Popular salad 
dressing
25. *Winnie and Pad-
dington
26. Derived from oats
27. Utah city
29. Thanksgiving 
turkey, e.g.
31. Burn to a crisp
32. Václav of Czecho-
slovakia
33. Be theatrical
34. *One of the Darling 
children
36. Horse prod
38. Letter opener
42. More true
45. Bygone Spanish 
money
49. “He said, ___ said”
51. Place that attracts 
visitors, pl.
54. Ancient city in 
Africa
56. Cooler clime conifer
57. *”One, two, buckle 
my ____”
58. Four years in the 
White House, e.g.
59. *”____ of NIMH”
60. *____ Walker, 
American Girl
61. *”Matilda” and “The 
Gremlins” author
62. *”The Three Muske-
teers” sword
63. Tail action
65. *Huck’s friend
67. Sixth sense

SUDOKU

THEME: KIDS CLASSICS
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Local businesses and restaurants need your support more 
than ever. Whether you visit stores, get delivery or shop 
online, keep your spending local and keep your community 
healthy.

Newspapers are LOCAL.  We are dedicated to keeping you 
informed, safe and connected and care about the issues that 
are important to our neighbors, our schools and our businesses. 
 
When you support your local newspaper, 

you support your community.

SUPPORT LOCAL
SUPPORT YOUR NEWSPAPER

SUBSCRIBE TODAY

America’s Newspapers is a national association supporting 
journalism and healthy newspapers in our local communities.   
Find out more at www.newspapers.org or follow us on 
Twitter @newspapersorg or on Facebook @americasnewspapers.

(904) 285-8831 • joe@opcfla.com • www.pontevedrarecorder.com 

European-Inspired Villa in Ponte Vedra Beach 
Step inside 105 Palm Forest Place and  

experience a beautiful home with over 
5,787 square feet and 4 bedrooms and   

5 bathrooms across two floors with  
separate wings and two staircases.  

This  stunning home exudes a traditional  
European style, from its stone balcony 

and stucco exterior to its relaxed 
elegant  interiors and exquisite  
upgrades.  Sold for $2,170,550

JUST SOLD!

In addition to the live music perfor-
mances, The St. Augustine Record Fair, 
presented by ToneVendor Records will 
take place Sunday, Sept. 26 at The St. 
Augustine Amphitheatre. 

The festival will also feature a Music 
Industry Panel and Artist Workshop 
with industry professionals Steve Mark-
land, VP A&R at Downtown Music 
Publishing Group, and Luke Pierce, 
Artist Management at WORKS Enter-

tainment, and songwriters Andy Albert, 
Justin Wilson, and Mark Irwin. The Mu-
sic Industry Panel and Artist Workshop 
takes place at Ponte Vedra Concert Hall 
on Thursday, Sept. 23. 

Participating Sing Out Loud Festival 
venues include The St. Augustine Am-
phitheatre, Colonial Oak Music Park, 
The Lightner Museum, Sarbez, Nob-
by’s, Dog Rose Brewery, St. Augustine 
Distillery, Jenna Alexander x SunDay, 
and Prohibition Kitchen. 

For more information about the  
festival and the current lineup, go to 
www.singoutloudfestival.com.

Fresh off drumming with Aerosmith at 
the Grammy’s and performing at the pres-
tigious MusicCares — where Aerosmith 
was honored as the Person of the Year 
— John Douglas has been getting ready 
to continue his 2021 North American Art 
Tour and will make an appearance at Gal-
lery 725 in downtown Jacksonville.

Gallery 725 will present Douglas’ “High-
Performance” fine art tour in its’ limited 
engagement July 21 through July 30 with 
live appearances by Douglas from 6 to 9 
p.m. Saturday, July 24, and noon to 3 p.m. 
Sunday, July 25. All artwork will be on 
exhibition and available for acquisition. 

Not only is Douglas’ artwork of rock-
and-roll icons some of the most famous 
and highly collected among celebrities 
and art enthusiasts around the world, 
but Douglas has toured the globe with 
multi-platinum musicians including ZZ 
Top, Slash, Van Halen and Bon Jovi. He 
is just back from playing the Grammy’s 
and MusicCares with Aerosmith and, pre-
COVID, was on tour with Aerosmith in 
the band’s Las Vegas residency.  

Along the way, he has created one-of-a-

kind masterpieces of rock-and-roll icons 
including Joe Perry (Aerosmith), Stevie 
Nicks, Dave Grohl (Foo Fighters), Bono 
(U2) and The Rolling Stones. 

The exhibition as well as the John 
Douglas in-gallery appearances are com-
plimentary and open to the public, RSVPs 
are suggested through Eventbrite.

For more information, call (904) 345-
9320 or email gallery725@gmail.com. 

World-renowned drummer and 
artist John Douglas to appear 
live at Jacksonville art gallery

Festival
Continued from 24

and more. Preliminarily, an outer space-
themed bubble painting Kid’s Night Out 
will be held from 5 to 9 p.m. July 9. 

Culinary Camp runs from Aug. 2-6 
when campers learn to have fun with food 
preparation and learn about healthy eating, 
growing food and safely preparing meals. 
Young people will make their own snacks 
and lunches every day and learn about art-

fully plating their dishes.
STEAM Week camp from Aug. 9-13 

will feature campers learning through fun 
experiments in science, technology, engi-
neering, art and mathematics and displays 
to bring home after the class. 

Campers must bring their own set of 
handheld supplies due to COVID-19 
protocols and their own snacks, waters and 
lunches and will also receive a supply list 
pertinent to each camp class. For more in-
formation, call (904) 280-0614, ext. 1206, 
or go to www.ccpvb.org.

Camps
Continued from 25

Photo provided by John Douglas Art
Artist John Douglas with Aerosmith lead singer 
Steven Tyler and Douglas’ artwork. 
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Sports
www.PonteVedraRecorder.com

Send your sports news to 
pvrecorder@opcfla.com

By Anthony Richards

Nease High senior Grant Stevens made 
a concerted effort a couple of years ago to 
change not only his position on the field, 
but also his approach off the field.

He did so with the hope that it would 
give him a better shot at playing college 
football, and that came to fruition with his 
commitment to Coastal Carolina University 
on July 5.

Stevens made the switch to tight end 
last season after playing wide receiver his 
freshman and sophomore seasons.

As a tight end, he found himself a much 
more integral part of the Panthers’ offense 
during his junior year and finished with 502 

yards and five touchdowns on 40 catches, 
which is something he looks to build on as 
a senior. 

At 6 feet 4 inches and 225 pounds, 
Stevens has the mixture of size and speed 
that makes him a dangerous matchup for 

opposing defenses.
“When I look back on it, I just don’t 

think I was that good my freshman and 
sophomore years,” Stevens said. “I noticed 
my junior year that I started getting a lot of 
balls thrown my way and plays drawn up 
for me.”

As part of the position change, Stevens 
gained 35 pounds from his sophomore to 
his junior year, primarily due to changes in 
his dietary and workout routines.

“It basically took over my life,” Stevens 
chuckled. “I was working out multiple 
times a day and eating 4,000 to 5,000 
calories a day.” 

After his freshman year, Stevens met 
Nease assistant head coach Robert Garth 
and he has leaned on him for support ever 
since.

It was Garth who advised Stevens to 
consider the transition to tight end, and he 
has been there supporting Stevens along 

Move to TE results in Coastal Carolina commitment for Nease senior

Photo provided by Grant Stevens
Nease assistant coach Robert Garth (left) and head coach Collin Drafts were on hand as Grant 
Stevens announced his decision during a ceremony at the school’s football field on July 5.

The North Florida Junior Golf Founda-
tion (NFJGF), Northeast Florida’s premier 
junior golf tour, has announced the 2021 
recipients of its annual college scholarship 
awards.

A total $24,000 in scholarship funds 
have been awarded to five female junior 
golfers and foundation members who have 
upheld the values of the foundation and 
demonstrated a high level of academic 
achievement and a strong commitment to 
community involvement.

Each year, the foundation provides 
scholarships to deserving young men and 
women who display outstanding character 
and devotion to furthering their education. 
Since 2006, the foundation has presented 
more than $180,000 in scholarships and has 
raised nearly $300,000 for future founda-
tion and junior golf scholarships.

Applicants are evaluated based on the 
following criteria: academic performance, 
extracurricular activities, personal state-
ments, applicant interview, foundation 
activity, community involvement and 
financial need. 

“On behalf of the NFJG Foundation’s 
Board of Directors, we are honored to an-
nounce our 2021 scholarship recipients,” 
said Jim Houston, president of the board 
of directors and general manager of The 
Golf Club at South Hampton. “Each of the 
recipients not only embodies our founda-
tion’s core values of integrity, honesty and 

fairness but strives for excellence in all as-
pects of her life, on and off the golf course. 
We are honored to help further their pursuit 
of their dreams and contributions to society 
through these scholarship awards.” 

The 2021 scholarship recipients are as 
follows:

Bill Straub Sr. Scholarship — Kenzie 
Heba ($10,000)

Kenzie Heba of St. 
Augustine graduated 
from Bartram Trail 
High School with a 
3.83 GPA and will 
attend the University 
of West Florida – Pen-
sacola, where she will 
play on the women’s 
golf team and plans to 

study nursing. She joined the foundation 
in 2017 and competed in 45 events.

 
NFJGF Scholarship — Thanya Arasu 
($8,000)

Thanya Arasu of St. 
Johns graduated from 
Nease High School 
with a 3.52 GPA and 
will attend Ohio Uni-
versity, where she will 
play on the women’s 
golf team and plans to 
study biological sci-

ence with hopes of becoming a physician. 
She joined the foundation in 2018 and 
played in 52 events. 

Northern Chapter PGA Scholarship — 
Ashley Huffman ($2,000)

Ashley Huffman of 
Ponte Vedra Beach 
graduated from St. 
Johns Virtual School 
with a 3.94 GPA and 
will attend Jackson-
ville University, where 
she will play on the 
women’s golf team 
and plans to study 

marketing. She joined the foundation in 
2018 and competed in 37 events. 

Henry Tuten Gator Bowl Pro-Am Schol-
arship — Marissa Cardenas ($2,000)

Marissa Cardenas 
of St. Augustine 
graduated from Nease 
High School with a 
3.85 GPA and will 
attend Florida South-
ern College, where 
she will play on the 
women’s golf team 
and plans to study 

graphic design and marketing. She joined 
the foundation in 2015 and competed in 
84 events.  

Henry Tuten Gator Bowl Pro-Am Schol-
arship — Kylie Turner ($2,000)

Kylie Turner of 
Jacksonville Beach 
graduated from Provi-
dence High School 
with a 3.85 GPA and 
will attend Flagler 
College, where she 
will play on the wom-
en’s golf team and 
plans to study history 

and science. She joined the foundation in 
2014 and competed in 58 events. 

The North Florida Junior Golf Foun-
dation provides local junior golfers, 
ages 7-18, an opportunity to play in 
competitive tournaments that are afford-
able, professional and consistent with the 
USGA Rules of Golf and the Conditions 
of Competition.

The tournaments and events provide an 
opportunity for junior golfers to build a 
solid foundation, gain tournament experi-
ence and compete among their peers for 
the love of the game while developing the 
values of honesty, integrity and fairness.

For more information on the North 
Florida Junior Golf Foundation scholar-
ships and applicant requirements, go to 
nfjg.org/scholarships.

More information about the foundation 
can be found at www.nfjg.org.

North Florida Junior Golf Foundation announces scholarship recipients

Marissa Cardenas

Kenzie Heba

Thanya Arasu

Ashley Huffman

Kylie Turner

Grant Stevens adds 
big boost to Panthers’ 
offense after making 
switch from WR position 

STEVENS continues on Page 28
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the way, including during his daily workout sessions.
“He has really pushed to not only gain weight, but get faster,” 

Stevens said. “I pretty much credit all of my transition from the 
beginning to now to him for all he’s done for me.” 

Twenty-four schools offered Stevens a scholarship and after 
taking several trips to campuses, including two to Coastal Caro-
lina, it was his official visit to CCU in late June that secured his 
final decision.

He went to several other official visits after CCU, but nothing 
could top the feeling he left there with.

“I went there and right away I loved it,” Stevens said. “It just 
felt like family with the coaches and especially getting to hang 
out with the players.”

According to Stevens, he was able to talk a lot with current 
Chanticleer senior tight end Isaiah Likely about what it is like to 
play in the program.

Stevens said his mom has been very involved and someone he 
has shared discussions with throughout the process.

“When it actually came down to making a decision, the last 
three weeks to a month of narrowing down schools was very 
stressful,” Stevens said. “Once I committed, it was like a weight 
off my shoulders.”

Stevens will be given the opportunity to play early in his 
college career with the Chanticleers, which is something that 
intrigued him.

Coastal Carolina left their mark on the college football world 

last season by going 11-1 and being named co-champions of the 
Sun Belt Conference.

According to Stevens, watching that success played a factor in 
what he believes they are capable of as a program in the future.

“I don’t think they’re going to be good one year and then 
you’ll never see them again,” Stevens said. “My class will be the 
highest recruiting class that they’ve ever had, so they are only 
working on building on it.”

With Stevens, the Chanticleers’ 2022 recruiting class is cur-
rently ranked No. 1 in the Sun Belt Conference and No. 51 
nationally according to 247Sports.

After making bogey-double bogey on 
his second and third holes to lose most of 
the four-stroke lead he began the day with 
in the 41st U.S. Senior Open, Jim Furyk 
got back to what has made him one of the 
best players of his era and the 2003 U.S. 
Open champion: consistency.

The championship was played July 8-11 
at the Omaha (Nebraska) Country Club.

Furyk, 51, settled down and played 
2-under-par golf over the next 11 holes 
to restore his advantage and went on to 
capture the championship in his debut.

He completed a final round of 1-over-
par 71 for a total of 7-under 273, good for 
a three-stroke victory over two-time U.S. 
Open champion Retief Goosen and 2003 
Masters winner Mike Weir.

The victory made Furyk the eighth man 
to win both the U.S. Open and U.S. Senior 
Open titles, joining a list that includes Jack 
Nicklaus, Arnold Palmer, Hale Irwin and 
Lee Trevino.

“I’m not sure I ever felt comfortable out 
there,” said Furyk, whose middle rounds 
of 64-66 tied the championship scoring 
record. “This is a dangerous golf course 
– you’re not worried about making low 
scores; you’re worried about making ‘oth-
ers.’ I just tried to worry about my own 
game, and on No. 17 it was a relief to see 
where I stood and know that a 4 or 5 on 18 
would win the tournament.”

Furyk nearly holed a long putt from 75 
feet on the final hole before tapping in 
for par, giving him his third victory as an 
over-50 player and first senior major.

Furyk and Stephen Ames, who began 
the day in solo second place, both made 
double bogey out of treacherous lies in the 
left bunker on the par-3 third, which left 
Goosen just one stroke back.

But Furyk settled in with a pair of 
routine pars and his first birdie of the day 
on the par-5 sixth, while Goosen made 
a three-putt bogey on No. 5. After that, 
Furyk was never seriously threatened.

“I think I got a little greedy [out of the 
bunker] and tried to throw it across the 
green a little farther and maybe give my-
self a 10- or 15-footer for par,” said Furyk. 
“I was just a little mad at myself for turn-
ing a 4 into a 5, which you got a big lead 
going into Sunday, that’s what you’re try-
ing to avoid. So I was really just trying to 
collect myself, and I thought the tee shot 
at 4 and the iron shot at 4 were very key. I 
hit two very good shots and gave myself a 
good look at birdie.”

Weir and Rod Pampling both made bird-
ies on No. 18 to complete 3-under 67s, the 
best rounds of the day. 

Furyk rebounds 
after rocky start 
to capture U.S. 
Senior Open 
Championship

By Anthony Richards
The North Florida Bike Club will hold 

a Beach Bike Sunday ride beginning and 
finishing at Mickler’s Landing Beach-
front Park on July 18.

Riders will depart at 7 a.m. and the 
route will be along the beach for 14.5 
miles before turning around at Hanna 
Park and heading back to Mickler’s.

According to Jonathan Tomassetti, 
member of the NFBC’s board of direc-
tors, starting at 7 a.m. will not only help 
beat the summer heat, but it will also 
help in conjunction with ocean tides.

“Low tide will be about 9:30 a.m., so 
we will hit it just right,” Tomassetti said. 
“It should take about three hours to do 
the ride.”

The North Florida Bike Club holds 
several rides throughout the region, but 
Mickler’s has been part of the Beach 
Bike Sunday rotation since 2015.

Tomassetti has found that the hard-
packed sand is ideal for riding bicycles 
on.

“Here in North Florida, we are one 
of the only places in the world where 
you can ride a bicycle for long distances 
along the beach,” Tomassetti said.

He has been a club member since 
1996 and has seen it grow over the years 
to the point where they have more than 
1,000 members.

“We’ve gradually been getting better 
bike infrastructure around the area,” To-
massetti said. “There are more bike lanes 

and bike trails, which means it’s getting 
safer to ride.”

Although the worry of cars will not be 
on the mind of riders like it would on the 
road, Tomassetti was quick to point out 
that other beachgoers and people fishing 
are the two prominent things riders must 
be aware of.

With the Tour de France, the most 
famous bicycle race in the world, taking 
place, Tomassetti usually notices an 
increase in questions and interest about 
the NFBC by people in the public.

He also expects the races during the 
Olympics to generate some interest as 
well this year.

However, the Tour de France and the 
Olympics will only add to the already 
established growth of interest that the 
pandemic created.

“We’ve been seeing more numbers 

this year because during the pandemic 
people wanted to get out and find ways 
to move around where they could still be 
distanced from others,” Tomassetti said.

A bike with wider tires is recommend-
ed for the beach sand as opposed to the 
thinner tires used on pavement.

An array of bikes, including moun-
tain bikes, beach cruisers, fat-tire bikes 
and gravel bikes will do the job. Bike 
helmets are also required to ride.

For those interested in taking part or 
looking for more information can go to 
www.nfbc.us to learn more or sign up 
with the club.

According to Tomassetti, visitors to 
the club get three rides to try it out be-
fore any fees are asked of them.

“It gives them a chance to see if they 
like it before making a decision,” To-
massetti said. 

Mickler’s Landing 
set to host NFBC 
beach ride July 18

Photo provided by Jonathan Tomassetti/North Florida Bicycle Club
Cyclists get ready at a past Beach Bike Sunday ride in Ponte Vedra Beach.  

Photo provided by Grant Stevens
Grant Stevens committed to play football at Coastal Carolina on July 
5. He took an official visit to the school with his sister Grayle (left) 
and mom Angela (right) in late June.  

Stevens
Continued from 27
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VOTING NOW OPEN!VOTING NOW OPEN!

www.pontevedrarecorder.com/bestof2021www.pontevedrarecorder.com/bestof2021

We’ve launched our 3rd Annual BEST OF THE BEST of Ponte Vedra, 32082 & 32081. 
YOU, our valued readers now have the opportunity to vote 

for your favorite businesses in various categories online. 
You can vote online daily, so spread the word! 

Hurry! Voting ends July 26!
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By Anthony Richards

The best blind golfers in the world will 
take aim at TPC Sawgrass at the 2022 ISPS 
Handa Vision Cup.

The event is scheduled for Sept. 18-22, 
2022, and although it is a year away there 
already seems to be buzz in the air about 
playing at such a world-renowned course.

Vision Cup committee chairman Paul 
McCormack is excited a relationship with 
TPC Sawgrass has been developed and 
believes it is the most marquee venue the 
Vision Cup has been to.

“It’s the biggest event in blind golf 
worldwide,” McCormack said. “The fact 
that the United States was hosting it, I like 
to aim high.”

Not only did McCormack aim high, but 
he hit the bullseye on the target.

“It’s a bucket list course, and we are so 
privileged to be able to play it,” McCor-
mack said.

The past two Vision Cups have been 
canceled due to the COVID-19 pandemic, 
with the last one being played in 2019 at 
Portmarnock Links Golf Club in Dublin, 
Ireland. After some time off, the tourna-
ment has lined up a grand way to welcome 
itself back to the golf world.

According to McCormack, he reached 
out to Matt Borocz, head golf professional 
at TPC Sawgrass, and the two began hav-
ing a conversation.

“It came about quickly,” McCormack 
said. “It’s not just an opportunity to pro-
mote blind golf, but blind sports as a whole 
in America.”

McCormack is legally blind after los-
ing his sight because of the fumes he was 
around while assisting in the search and 
cleanup efforts following the 9/11 terror-
ist attacks as an investigator with the New 
York Police Department.

“Losing your sight can definitely halt 
your life,” McCormack said. “It can be a 
lonely place, but golfing is good for the 
mind and body.”

He had played a lot of golf prior to going 
blind, but he noticed he was having trouble 
seeing the ball and he was slowing down 

the guys he played with.
According to McCormack, he thought 

his days of playing golf were over until he 
found out about blind golf about six years 
ago.

Now he is not only the Vision Cup’s 
committee chairman, but he has also won 
the 2016 and 2017 U.S. Open Blind Golf 
Championships and the 2017 British Open 
Blind Golf Championship.

“You’ve got guys playing out there that 
can drive the ball 250 yards,” McCormack 
said.

The tournament format will be like the 
President’s Cup, which pits teams against 
each other with a combination of foursome 
and singles play.

McCormack also plans to hold his an-
nual Ground Zero 360 fundraising golf 
event in September 2022 leading up to the 
Vision Cup.

“It’s all about keeping the memory of 
those who died alive,” McCormack said.

Although the events are more than a year 
away, McCormack urged the importance of 
finding help within the community to make 
them both successful endeavors.

To find out more about how to get in-
volved send an email to paul.mccormack@
groundzero360.org.

Blind golf’s best to play TPC Sawgrass in 2022

Vision Cup teams at the opening ceremony at Portmarnock Links Golf Club in Dublin, Ireland 
in 2019.  

Photos provided by Paul McCormack
Paul McCormack sinks a putt on his way to 
winning the 2017 U.S. Open Blind Golf Cham-
pionship in Tucson, Arizona.
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Three ways to visit us online...

1102 A1A N., Unit 108
Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082

904.285.8831

CANADIAN PHARMACY. We can
BEAT your CO-PAY! Save up to
80%. Prescription Required. Call
Today 1-877-755-8412

***ESTATE SALES BY***
***FAYE & ASSOCIATES***

The Coves, TPC - 6515 Burnham
Circle - January 18th & 19th
9am-3pm. House and garage loaded
with like new furniture and something
for everyone. Check estatesales.net
for pictures & descriptions.

Garage, Yard &
Estate Sales

COMPUTER ISSUES? Free Diagnosis
by Geeks On Site! Virus Removal,Data
Recovery! 24/7 Emergency Serv-
ice,In-home repair On line

solutions$20OFF. 1-855-993-4172

Computers
& Equipment

MERCHANDISEMERCHANDISE

VIAGRA & CIALIS! 60 pills for
$99. 100 pills for $150. FREE
shipping. Money back guaran-
teed! 1-800-726-2194

DISH TV $59.99 For 190 Channels +
$14.95 High Speed Internet. Free
Installation, Smart HD DVR Included,
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions
apply 1-800-496-2603

Lung Cancer? And Age 60+? You
And Your Family May Be Entitled To
Significant Cash Award. No Risk. No
Money Out of Pocket. For Information
Call 855-488-8843

Medicare doesn't cover all of your
medical expenses. A Medicare Supple-
mental Plan can help cover costs that
Medicare does not. Get a free quote
today by calling now. "Hours: 24/7.
1-800-866-3027

Health Service/
Medical

Hughes Net Satellite Internet -
25mbps starting at $49.99/mo! Get
More Data FREE Off-Peak Data.
FAST download speeds. WiFi
built in! FREE Standard Installa-
tion for lease customers! Limited

Time, Call 1-855-485-4101

MALE ENLARGEMENT PUMP Get
Stronger & Harder Erections Immedi-
ately. Gain 1-3 Inches Permanently &
Safely. Guaranteed Results. FDA
L icensed.  F ree  Brochure .
1-800-354-3944 www.DrJoelKaplan

.com

Satellite Sales
& Service

Do you use a CPAP machine for sleep
apnea? Get your FDA approved CPAP
machine and supplies at little or no
cost!Free sleep supplement and sleep

guide included! Call 844-359-1121

Diagnosed with LUNG CANCER in
the past 2 years? Were you an
INDUSTRIAL or CONSTRUCTION
TRADESMAN? You and your family
may be entitled to a SIGNIFICANT
CASH AWARD. Call 877-638-5582

for your risk free consultation.

Have $10K In Debt? Credit Cards.
Medical Bills. Personal Loans. Be
Debt Free in 24-48 Months. Call
NATIONAL DEBT RELIEF! Know
Your Options. Get a FREE debt

relief quote: Call 1-866-465-4307

Earthlink High Speed
Internet. As Low

As $14.95/month (for the first 3
months.) Reliable High Speed Fiber
Optic Technology. Stream Videos,
Music and More! Call Earthlink

Today 1-877-929-1176

Water Damage. Dealing with water
damage requires immediate action.
Local professionals that respond
immediately. Nationwide and 24/7.
No mold calls. Call today!
1-800-730-6976

Struggling with
DRUGS or ALCOHOL?
Addicted to PILLS? Talk to someone
who cares. Call The Addiction Hope
& Help Line for a free assessment.
1-866-786-9980

Stay in your home longer with an
American Standard Walk-In Bathtub.
Receive up to $1500 off, including a
free toilet, and a lifetime warranty on
the tub and installation: Call us at
1-855-501-2042

Home
Improvements

FDA-Registered Hearing Aids.
100% Risk-Free! 45-Day Home
Trial. Comfort Fit. Crisp Clear
Sound. If you decide to keep it,
PAY ONLY $299 per aid. FREE
Shipping. Call Hearing Help Ex-
press 1- 877-442-6921

DISH TV $59.99 For 190 Channels
$14.95 High Speed Internet. Free
Installation, Smart HD DVR Included,
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions

apply. Call 1-855-895-7245

Behind on your MORTGAGE?
Denied a Loan Modification?
Bank threatening foreclosure?
CALL Homeowner Protection
Services now! New laws are in
effect that may help. Call Now
1-844-720-2118

Financial
Service

Medical-Grade HEARING AIDS
for LESS THAN $200! FDA-
Registered. Crisp, clear sound,
state of-the-art features & no
audiologist needed. Try it RISK

FREE for 45 Days!
CALL 1-855-504-5893

Lung Cancer? And Age 60+?You
and Your Family May Be Entitled to
Significant Cash Award. Call
1-855-635-9214 for Information. No
Risk. No Money Out of Pocket.

Get Your Medical Marijuana Card.
Call today to qualify. ST. Augustine
9 0 4 - 2 9 9 - 5 3 0 0 .  G a i n e s v i l l e
352-306-0220.Orlando 407-755-1022,
321-247-7667 Tampa 813-756-0091

FT. Myers 239-236-5311.

DENTAL INSURANCE. Call Physi-
cians Mutual Insurance Company for
details. NOT just a discount plan,
REAL coverage for 350 procedures.
855-404-2263 or http://www.dental
50plus.com/cpf Ad# 6118

DIREC TV CHOICE All-Included
Package. Over 185 Channels! ONLY
$45/month (for 24 mos.) Call Now
-Get NFL Sunday Ticket FREE! CALL
1-877-808-9508 Ask Us How To
Bundle & Save!

Health Service/
Medical

Health Service/
Medical

Health Service/
Medical

Satellite Sales
& Service

Health Service/
MedicalBUSINESSBUSINESS

SERVICESSERVICES
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DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK OR
BOAT TO HERITAGE FOR THE
BLIND. Free 3 Day Vacation, Tax
Deductible, Free Towing, All Paper-
work Taken Care Of. CALL
1-855-972-5518

DONATE YOUR CAR TO KIDS.
Your donation helps fund the
search for missing children.
Accepting Trucks, Motorcycles &
RV's too! Fast Free Pickup
-Running or Not -24 Hour Re-
sponse - Maximum Tax Donation
- Call (888) 515-3443

A-1 DONATE YOUR CAR FOR
BREAST CANCER! Help United
Breast Foundation education, pre-
vention, & support programs. FAST
FREE PICKUP - 24 HR RESPONSE

TAX DEDUCTION 1-855-758-6966

4G LTE Home Internet Now
Available! Get GotW3 with lightning
fast speeds plus take your service
with you when you travel! As low as
$109.99/mo! 1-888-708-1498

Stay in your home longer withan
American Standard Walk-In Bathtub.
Receive up to $1,500 off, including
afree toilet, and a lifetime warranty on
the tub and installation! Call us
at1-877-583-3563 or visit www.walki
ntubquote.com/cpf

DONATE YOUR CAR TO KIDS.
Your donation helps fund the search
for missing children.  Accepting
Trucks, Motorcycles & RV's too! Fast
Free Pickup -Running or Not -24
Hour Response - Maximum Tax
Donation - Call (888) 515-3443

The Generac PWR cell, a solar plus
battery storagesystem. SAVE money,
reduce your reliance on the grid,
prepare for power outagesand power
your home. Full installation services
available. $0 Down FinancingOption.
Request a FREE, no obligation,
quote today. Call 1-855-706-0484

GENERAC Standby Generators. The
weather is increasingly unpredictable.
Be prepared for power outages. FREE
7-year extended warranty ($695 value!)
Schedule your FREE in-home assess-
ment today. Call 1-855-708-4101.
Special financing for qualified cus-
tomers.

YOUR AD 
HERE

Miscellaneous

Need IRS Relief $10K - $125K+ Get
Fresh Start or Forgiveness Call
1-855-908-2440Monday through Fri-
day 7AM-5PM PST

HEARING AIDS!! Buy one/get one
FREE! High-quality rechargeable
Nano hearing aids priced 90% less
than competitors. Nearly invisible!
45-day money back guarantee!
855-501-9969

DISH Network. $64.99 for 190
Channels! Blazing Fast Internet,
$19.99/mo. (where available.) Switch
& Get a FREE $100 Visa Gift Card.
FREE Voice Remote. FREE HD DVR.
FREE Streaming on ALL Devices. Call
today! 1-855-895-7245

Never Pay For Covered Home Repairs
Again! Complete Care Home Warranty
COVERS ALL MAJOR SYSTEMS
AND APPLIANCES. 30 DAY RISK
FREE. $200.00 OFF + 2 FREE
Months! 1-833-304-2083 Hours Mon-
Thu, Sun : 9:30 am to 8:00 pm Fri :
9:30 am to 2:00 pm (all times
Eastern).

Tax Service
Eliminate gutter cleaning forever!
LeafFilter, the most advanceddebris
-blocking gutter protection. Schedule
a FREE LeafFilter estimate
today.15% off Entire Purchase. 10%
Senior & Military Discounts.
Call1-866-287-4769

Medical Supplies
CASH FOR CARS! We buy all cars!
Junk, high-end, totaled it doesn't
matter! Get free towing and same
day cash! NEWER MODELS too!
Call 1-833-238-0340

Autos For Sale

High-Speed Internet. We instantly
compare speed, pricing, availability to
find the best service for your needs.
Starting at $39.99/month! Quickly
compare offers from top providers. Call
1-855-956-3567

Guaranteed Life Insurance! (Ages 50
to 80). No medical exam. Affordable
premiums never increase. Benefits
never decrease. Policy will only be
cancelled for non-payment. 1-
833-946-2478 (t)

MERCHANDISEMERCHANDISE

¿Luchando con la deuda fiscal?
¡Resuelve su factura de impuestos
ahora! Detener las acciones de colec-
ción negativas. Negociar pagos men-
suales asequibles. Llame a United Tax
Fix 1-855-620-9258

The COVID crisis has cost us all
something. Many have lost jobs and
financial security. Have $10K In
Debt? Credit Cards. Medical Bills.
Car Loans. Call NATIONAL DEBT
RELIEF! We can help! Get a FREE
debt relief quote:
Call 1-877-316-7129

TRANSPORTATIONTRANSPORTATION
Cable Price Increase Again? Switch To
DIRECTV & Save + get a $100 visa
gift card! Get More Channels For Less
Money. Restrictions apply. Call Now!
1-855-773-0527

Life Alert. One press of a button sends
help FAST, 24/7! At home and on the
go. Mobile Pendant with GPS. FREE
First Aid Kit (with subscription.) CALL
877-354-1492 FREE Brochure.

Over $10K in debt? Be debt free in
24-48 months. Pay a fraction of what
you owe. A+ BBB rated. Call
National Debt Relief 1-855-959-7825

Become a Published Author. We want
to Read Your Book! Dorrance
Publishing-Trusted by Authors Since
1920. Book manuscript submissions
currently being reviewed. Call for Free
Author`s Guide 1-844-218-1247.
http://dorranceinfo.com/florida

VIAGRA & CIALIS! 60 pills for
$99. 100 pills for $150. FREE
shipping. Money back guaran-
teed! 1-855-457-9751

Up to $15,000.00 of GUARANTEED
Life Insurance! No medical exam or
health questions. Cash to help pay
funeral and other final expenses. Call
Physicians Life Insurance Company-
844-721-1875 or visit www.Life55plus
.info/flma

Never Pay For Covered Home Repairs
Again! Complete Care Home Warranty
COVERS ALL MAJOR SYSTEMS
AND APPLIANCES. 30 DAY RISK
FREE. $200.00 OFF + 2 FREE

Months! 1-833-304-2083
Hours Mon-Thu, Sun : 9:30 am to

8:00 pm Fri : 9:30 am to 2:00 pm

DISH Network. $59.99 for 190
Channels! Blazing Fast Internet,
$19.99/mo. (where available.) Switch
& Get a FREE $100 Visa Gift Card.
FREE Voice Remote. FREE HD DVR.
FREE Streaming on ALL Devices. Call
today! 1-855-895-7245

Health Service/
Medical

Home
Improvements

Satellite Sales
& Service

Up to $15,000.00 of GUARANTEED
Life Insurance! No medical exam or
health questions. Cash to help pay
funeral and other final expenses. Call
Physicians Life Insurance Company-
844-721-1875 or visit www.Life55plus
.info/flma

Wesley Financial Group, LLC. Time-
share Cancellation Experts.
Over$50,000,000 in timeshare debt
and fees cancelled in 2019. Get
freeinformational package and learn
how to get rid of your timeshare!
Freeconsultations. Over 450 positive
reviews. Call 844-405-1099

Financial
Service

CASH for WAR RELICS and
VINTAGE ELECTRONICS
WW1 AND WW2 US/German/Jap-
anese swords, daggers, arma-
ments.
Also buying outdated Audio
equipment (Amplifiers, Tuners,
Speakers, Vacuum Tubes.)
Call Chris at 904 315-5208 I PAY
FINDERS FEES!

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physi-
cians Mutual Insurance Compa-
ny. NOT just a discount plan,
REAL coverage for [350] proce-
dures. Call 1-833-424-6043 for
details. www.dental50plus.com/

COMPUTER ISSUES? GEEKS ON
SITE provides FREE diagnosis RE-
MOTELY 24/7 SERVICE DURING
COVID19. No home visit necessary.
$40 OFF with coupon 86407! Restric-
tions apply. 1-855-993-4172)

ATTENTION SENIORS
The average funeral cost is
$9000+
Don't leave your family to pay
your debts. State Approved, Final
Expense Life Insurance Plans Are
Now Available as Low as $25 a
month Hurry and Call Before
Enrollment Ends. 800-555-5555
M-F 9am-6pmEST

Need Help with Family Law? Can't
Afford a $5000 Retainer? https://www
.familycourtdirect.com/?network=1
Low Cost Legal Services - Pay As
You Go - As low as $750-$1500 - Get
L e g a l  H e l p  N o w !  C a l l
1-844-415-4092 Mon-Fri 7am to 4pm

Investments Computers
& Equipment

Health, Beauty & /
Fitness AidsBUSINESSBUSINESS

SERVICESSERVICES

Miscellaneous Miscellaneous
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Newspaper Carriers Needed
Dealer & Carrier Routes Available

The Ponte Vedra Recorder is currently hiring reliable and dedicated Independent 
Contractors to distribute newspapers throughout the Ponte Vedra Beach, Nocatee & 
Beaches areas one day a week (Thursdays).
To be considered:
•Must be committed to providing excellent customer service
•18 years of age or older
•Valid driver’s license
•Current automobile insurance
•Reliable transportation
•Attention to detail and customer service driven
•Willing to work Thursdays (early AM)
•Must be able to lift paper bundles of approx. 20+lbs
•Able to collect and record fees from dealers

If interested, please call 904-300-5374 or 
email Joe Wilhelm: joe@opcfla.com

Business Weekly 
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Sports
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January 11, 2018
Volume 47, No. 54

75 cents

PonteVedraRecorder.com

Serving Ponte Vedra and 
the Beaches since 1969 SAVE UP TO 50%

Specializing in servicing Audi, BMW,

Jaguar, Mercedes-Benz, Volks
wagen,

Volvo and other fine imports

998.9992 • WORLDIMPORTSUSA.COM
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BRYAN S. FAZIO, Cert
ified Financial Planner

®

Senior Financial Advisor
First Vice President - Inv

estments

818 US Highway A1A N,
Suite 102

Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 3
2082

Phone: (904) 361-704
7

e-mail: bryan.fazio@w
ellsfargo.com

Get your FREEOne-Hour
Retirement checkup.

Wells Fargo Advisors is a trade nam
e used byWells Fargo Clearing Ser

vices, LLC, Member SIPC, a registe
red broker-dealer and non-bank a

ffiliate of Wells Fargo & Company.
© 2009

Wells Fargo Clearing Services, LLC
. All rights reserved. CAR- 1017-023
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DIC Insured ➤ NO Bank Guarantee
➤MAY Lose Value

Here is an opportunity to re
ceive a 2nd opinion and seiz
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your future. Call (904) 361-
7047 today to schedule your

FREE review
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Looking  
& Feeling 

Good
Pages 13-28

BEACHWALK: 

NEWEST LUXURY 
COMMUNITY

ST. JOHNS COUNTY’S 

A one-of-a-kind 

community is coming 

to St. Johns County. 

Read page 4 to learn 

more about Beachwalk. 

Photo courtesy of 

Americrest Luxury Homes

PV2-LV45890

JANUARY 11, 2018
SPECIAL SECTION
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LOOKING&

in2018

SEND NO MONEY!
We’ll bill you later!

COVERING THE BEST CITY IN FLORIDA

Pleasingly 
Affordable
q One-Year Subscription $35
q 6-Month Subscription $20

For fastest service, call 904.285.8831
*At the end of your subscription, you will be automatically renewed at our renewal prices then in effect. A bill will be 
sent at the end of your subscription term. Cancel at anytime for a 100% refund on unmailed copies.

Name _______________________________________________

Address _____________________________________________

City _________________________  State ______  Zip __________

Email _________________________________________________

PONTE VEDPONTE VEDRARA

Not your average newspaper, not your average reader

Recorder
Your Community Voice for 50 YearsYour Community Voice for 50 Years   

Subscribe to the Recorder!
Call (904) 285-8831.REACH 20 MILLION HOMES 

NATIONWIDE WITH ONE BUY! 

To inquire about placing 
an ad in this section, 

call 579-2154

Education
Train online to do medical billing! Become a Medical Offi  ce 

Professional at CTI! Get trained & certifi ed to work in months! 
888-572-6790. (M-F 8-6 ET)

Health & Fitness
VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 50 Generic Pills SPECIAL $99.00 

FREE Shipping! 100% guaranteed. 24/7 CALL NOW! 888-445-
5928 Hablamos Español

Dental insurance - Physicians Mutual Insurance Company. 
Covers 350 procedures. Real insurance - not a discount plan. Get 
your free dental info kit! 1-888-623-3036 www.dental50plus.
com/58 #6258

Attention oxygen therapy users! Inogen One G4 is capable 
of full 24/7 oxygen delivery. Only 2.8 pounds. Free info kit. Call 
877-929-9587

ATTENTION DIABETICS! Save money on diabetic supplies! 
Convenient home shipping for monitors, test strips, insulin 
pumps, catheters & more! To learn more, call now! 877-810-0063

Miscellaneous
The Generac PWRcell solar plus battery storage system. 

Save money, reduce reliance on grid, prepare for outages & power 
your home. Full installation services. $0 down fi nancing option. 
Request free no obligation quote. 1-855-270-3785

GENERAC Standby Generators provide backup power during 
power outages, so your home & family stay safe & comfortable. 
Prepare now. Free 7-yr extended warranty $695 value! Request a 
free quote today! Call for terms & conditions. 1-844-334-8353

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-blocking gutter protection. Schedule free LeafFilter 
estimate today. 15% off  Entire Purchase. 10% Senior & Military 
Discounts. Call 1-855-995-2490

Directv Now. No Satellite. $40/mo 65 Channels. Stream 
news, live events, sports & on demand titles. No contract/com-
mitment. 1-866-825-6523

DISH TV $64.99 For 190 Channels + $14.95 High Speed 
Internet. Free Installation, Smart HD DVR Included, Free Voice 
Remote. Some restrictions apply. Promo Expires 7/21/21.1-833-
872-2545

New authors wanted! Page Publishing will help self-publish 
your book. Free author submission kit! Limited off er! 866-951-
7214

AT&T Internet. Starting at $40/month w/12-mo agmt. 1 
TB of data/mo. Ask how to bundle & SAVE! Geo & svc restrictions 
apply. 1-888-796-8850

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as little as ONE DAY! Aff ord-
able prices - No payments for 18 months!  Lifetime warranty & 
professional installs. Senior & Military Discounts available.  Call: 
855-761-1725

Attention Active Duty & Military Veterans! Begin a new 
career & earn a Degree at CTI! Online Computer & Medical training 
available for Veterans & Families! To learn more, call 888-449-
1713

HOME BREAK-INS take less than 60 SECONDS. Don’t wait! 
Protect your family, your home, your assets NOW for as little as 
70¢ a day! Call 866-409-0308

Never pay for covered home repairs again! Complete Care 
Home Warranty covers all major systems & appliances. 30-day 
risk free. $200.00 off  + 2 free months! 1-866-395-2490

Donate Your Car to Veterans Today! Help and Support our 
Veterans. Fast - FREE pick up. 100% tax deductible. Call 1-800-
245-0398

Update your home with beautiful new blinds & shades. 
Free in-home estimates make it convenient to shop from home. 
Professional installation. Top quality - Made in the USA. Free 
consultation: 877-212-7578. Ask about our specials!

Wanted To Buy
Wants to purchase minerals and other oil and gas interests. 

Send details to P.O. Box 13557 Denver, CO 80201

Prepare for unexpected 
power outages with a 
Generac home standby 
generator

FREE 7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!
844-334-8353

Off er valid February 15, 2021 - June 6, 2021

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase,
install and activate the generator with a participating dealer. 
Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

Promo Code: 285
FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!1

1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.
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BACKED BY A YEAR-ROUND
CLOG-FREE GUARANTEE
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agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in 
America.” CSLB# 1035795  DOPL #10783658-5501  License# 7656  License# 50145  License# 41354  License# 99338  License# 128344  License# 218294  WA UBI# 
603 233 977  License# 2102212986  License# 2106212946  License# 2705132153A  License# LEAFFNW822JZ  License# WV056912  License# WC-29998-H17  Nassau 
HIC License# H01067000  Registration# 176447  Registration# HIC.0649905  Registration# C127229  Registration# C127230 Registration# 366920918 Registration# 

 License# 52229-H  License# 2705169445 License# 262000022 
License# 262000403  License# 0086990  Registration# H-19114
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ABOUT
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Hip or knee pain?  
5 symptoms you shouldn’t ignore 

You like to stay active, but sometimes 

hip or knee pain gets in the way. How 

do you know when it’s time to see a 

doctor? 

The experts at Jacksonville 

Orthopaedic Institute (JOI) offer 

innovative new options to relieve 

your pain and get you back to doing 

the things you love.

Why live with hip or  
knee pain? 
Schedule an appointment today.

        904-JOI-2000 (564-2000)

        hipkneejax.com

If you have any of these 
symptoms, you could be 
making your hip or knee worse 
by waiting: 

  Unable to maintain an active 
lifestyle

  Pain that gets worse at night  
and interferes with sleep

  Catching, popping or locking

  Difficulty putting on shoes  
and socks

  Swelling
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Apply online: 
www.ftri.org/free

Don’t let hearing loss keep you from 
making important phone calls! 
If you’re a Florida resident with 

hearing loss, you are eligible for    
free equipment from FTRI.

Loud, 
Clear, 
and 

FREE!

888-335-3647

SP

Clarity XLC8 

Amplified 
Cordless Phone 
with Caller ID 

and Answering 
Machine 

No Landline? 
No Problem!

SA-40 
Amplifies 
up to 40 dB

XLCGo 
Amplifies up 
to 50 dB

• Make calls with and without a 
landline! 

• Pair up to 2 wireless devices with 
Bluetooth 

• 50 dB of amplification and 4 tone 
settings 

• Answering machine with SlowTalk 
feature 

• Designed for moderate to severe 
hearing loss 

• See more options: ftri.org/products

Available 
alone, or 
with the 

XLCGo cell 
phone 

amplifier!

Amplify mobile calls with  

CELL PHONE AMPLIFIERS!


