
Photo courtesy of Peace of Heart Community
Local residents with autism help harvest carrots from the garden at Peace of Heart Community, a nonprofit organization located at 14A S. Roscoe Blvd. 
in Ponte Vedra Beach. The produce is sold to the public with all proceeds benefiting the nonprofit. Read the full inspirational story starting on page 18.
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The latest coming of 
‘Magnum P.I.’ 

takes the show to NBC

Jay Hernandez stars 
in the season premiere 

of “Magnum P.I.” 
Sunday 
on NBC.
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Covering Ponte Vedra, St. Augustine, and Greater St. Johns County

Photo courtesy of Rooftop Preserve/Marie Mantanona-Milton
Marie Mantanona-Milton’s Rooftop Preserve in Ponte Vedra Beach perfect for weddings and other gatherings. Read more on page 2.
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Send us your news
We welcome submissions of photos, stories, columns and letters to the 
editor. Let us know what’s happening. If you have hard copies of photos 
you want us to feature, feel free to bring them to our office — we’ll 
scan them and hand them right back. E-mail submissions to news@
pontevedrarecorder.com or bring them by our office at 1102 A1A N., 
Unit 108, Ponte Vedra Beach.

Plus, find the Recorder on Facebook at 
www.facebook.com/ThePVRecorder

Visit our new website at www.pontevedrarecorder.com

BRIEFS
Palm Valley Road study underway 

The North Florida TPO is assisting St. Johns 
County with a study of Palm Valley Road from the 
roundabout at Mickler Road to State Road A1A. 
The study will recommend ways to enhance traffic 
safety and reduce traffic backups. The purpose of 
this survey is to gather public input on current traf-
fic issues and conditions along Palm Valley Road.

Those who live or travel within the study area are 
asked to answer the questions on a survey that can 
be found at https://publicinput.com/palmvalley.

Casino night benefits local nonprofit
Epic-Cure, a nonprofit that seeks to eliminate 

food waste through food rescue and distribution, is 
planning a “Speakeasy — Casino Night,” 5-8 p.m. 
Sunday, Feb. 19, at Treasury on the Plaza, 24 Ca-
thedral Place, Suite 111, St. Augustine. There will 
be wine, beer and cocktails, hors d’oeuvres, a photo 
booth, 50-50 drawing, silent and live auctions, 
casino tables and more. Live music by Chillula.

Proceeds benefit Epic-Cure. In about three years, 
a 100% volunteer team has rescued and redistrib-
uted more than 13.5 million pounds of food, feeding 
the hungry and contributing to the community.

For more information about Epic-Cure, go to 
epic-cure.org.

Workshop topic: re-emerging after COVID
A free in-person workshop, “Re-Emerging Post 

COVID: Tips & Tools for Success” presented by 
Coach J. Dianne Tribble is set for 10 a.m. to noon 
Thursday, Feb. 23, at Christ Church, 400 San Juan 
Drive, Ponte Vedra Beach, in Room 106 of the 
Formation + Arts Building. Sign-in and networking 
begin at 9:45 a.m.  To register, send an email to pot-
tesen66@gmail.com. You will receive a confirma-
tion email upon reserving your seat.

Palm Valley Market every Tuesday
The Palm Valley Market is held from 10 a.m. 

to 2 p.m. every Tuesday inside the Palm Valley 
Community Center, 148 Canal Road. The market 
offers fresh produce, baked goods, local honey, tea, 
seasonal treats, soap, jewelry, plants and more.

Library speaker’s topic is economy, stock 
market

The Speaker Series sponsored by The Friends 
of the Library, Ponte Vedra Beach, will present 
Gail Dudack, chief equity strategist for the Dudack 
Research Group, a division of Wellington Shields & 
Co., at 2 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 25, in the FOL room at 
the library.

Her topic is the 2023 outlook for stocks and a 
discussion on the U.S. economy and stock market. 

The Dudack Research Group is an independent 
research firm that provides economic, quantitative 
and technical strategy and tools to mutual funds, 
hedge funds and private money managers. Dudack 
was a panelist on “Wall Street Week with Louis 
Rukeyser” for more than 20 years and on the PBS 
show “Wall Street Week with Fortune.”

She has received several awards honoring her 
career and contributed to many documentaries and 
books on the stock market and the industry.

The program is free and open to the public. 
Doors open at 1:30 p.m.

St. Augustine coastal storm meeting planned
The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers will hold 

a public meeting Wednesday, Feb. 22, to present, 
discuss and gather public comment regarding its 
plans for a St. Augustine back bay coastal storm 
risk management feasibility study.

To be conducted in partnership with the city, 
the meeting will focus on potential measures to 
manage projected sea level rise, coastal storm 
damages, flooding, inundation, erosion and wave 
attack, which threaten infrastructure and contribute 
to public safety hazards.

The meeting will be held 6-9 p.m. in the City 
Commission Meeting Room inside the Lightner 
Museum, 75 King St., St. Augustine. No reserva-
tion is necessary. The public is urged to attend. 

Public comment will also be collected via email 
at CESAJ-St.AugBackBayCSRM@usace.army.
mil.

— Compiled by Shaun Ryan
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DEATH NOTICES
Steven Paul Raby
Steven Paul Raby, 58, of Ponte Vedra 
Beach, Florida, died Feb. 11, 2023. 
Arrangements by Quinn-Shalz Family 
Funeral Home & Cremation Centre. 
904-249-1100 www.quinn-shalz.com.

Jules E. Bernard, III
Jules E. Bernard, III, 78, of Ponte Vedra 

Beach, Florida, died Feb. 12, 2023. 
Arrangements by Quinn-Shalz Family 
Funeral Home & Cremation Centre. 
www.quinn-shalz.com. 904-249-1100

Donald F. Blackburn
Donald F. Blackburn, 95, of Ponte 
Vedra Beach, Florida, died Feb. 4, 
2023. Ponte Vedra Valley Funeral 
Home, Cremation Center & Cemetery 

– 904-285-1130 – www.ponteve-
dravalley.com

Robert H. Broadbent
Robert H. Broadbent, 91, of Jack-
sonville, Florida, died Feb. 6, 2023. 
Arrangements by Quinn-Shalz 
Family Funeral Home & Cremation 
Centre. www.quinn-shalz.com. 
904-249-1100
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SOLD

Exceptional View in Sawgrass Country Club
Beautifully updated home in Sandpiper Cove in Sawgrass CC. Cul-de-sac lot, spectacular  

water to golf views. Built for year-round outdoor living with both a winter lanai with 
fireplace off the living room and a summer lanai off the family room with pool,  

spa and summer kitchen. 
3 Bedrooms, 4  Bathrooms, 1 Half Bathroom  $1,800,000

Oceanfront Home on Ponte Vedra Blvd. 
This oceanfront home on Ponte Vedra Blvd. with 110 ft. of 

ocean frontage sold for lot value only at $10,500,000.

Spacious living with pool/spa and lake-to-preserve views in Deercreek CC, making it ideal for 
easy commutes. Owner’s suite is located on 1st floor along with living room, dining room, 
kitchen, butler’s pantry, powder room, family room and office. Upstairs are 3 additional and 
spacious bedrooms, 2 full baths plus a flex space/theatre room. Sellers have many updates 
including fully renovated kitchen and bathrooms. Don’t miss this one!!

Amazing Vistas in Deercreek Country Club

 4 Bedrooms, 3 Bathrooms, 1 Half Bath  $930,000

Luxury Intracoastal Estate
Private 4+ acre waterfront estate, custom-built with privacy, and security. 10,956sq. ft. of 

expansive eastern views of the Intracoastal Waterway, 160 ft. of water frontage and designed 
for year-round outdoor living with a 25,000-gallon salt chlorinated pool, hot tub, dock,  

and boat lift. Come enjoy unrivaled privacy just minutes away from the  
world-renowned Mayo Clinic and Atlantic Ocean. 

 5 Bedrooms, 5 Bathrooms, 4 Half Baths, $6,950,000

SOLD

Elegantly appointed 1-story ranch home with water to preserve views. Sought-after Marsh 
Landing Country Club. Fully equipped with open floorplan, the flow of the home is comfortable 

and easy. Spacious screened porch off of formal living room provides nice space for casual  
entertaining and perfect spot to watch the wildlife in the backyard lagoon sanctuary.

5 Bedrooms, 4 Bathrooms  $1,500,000

SOLD

Marsh Landing Country Club

SOLD

CUSTOM BUILDING & REMODELING
SINCE 1962

RRRESSSIDENNNTIAL /// CCCOOOMMERRRCCCIALR SSS N // CCCO RRCCC

TOM TROUT, inc.
GENERAL CONTRACTOR

CBC026189

(((904))) 737-5412 • tomtroutinc.com
Contact us for a FREE consultation!

P
V
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45
85
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Get educated on the financial and legal
considerations necessary to make better

decisions for your future.  

Presented by 
Robert Franskousky, Certified Divorce Financial

Analyst® and other local specialists.
Securities and Advisory services offered through LPL Financial, a registered investment advisor. Member FINRA/SIPC. Second

Saturday, Private Wealth and LPL Financial are separate entities. Second Saturday, Private Wealth, and LPL Financial do not offer tax or
legal advice or services. 

F e b r u a r y  2 5 ,  2 0 2 3
Register at 

www.SecondSaturdayJax.org

 
Need Help Sooner or Questions?

 email:     info@SecondSaturdayJax.org 
 phone:    904-638-2091

Don't Go Through It Alone.

N E X T  C L A S S  

DIVORCEDIVORCE
HAPPENSHAPPENS

Registration underway for Betty Griffin Center 5K Race
Registration is under way for The Run 

for Peace 5K, benefitting the Betty Grif-
fin Center, which takes place at 8 a.m. 
April 8, at the St. Augustine Pier, located 
at 350 A1A Beach Blvd.

Runners and walkers can sign up at 
www.runforpeace5k.org through April 7. 
Registration is $30 for adults and $20 for 
students – and supporters can sign up to 
take part virtually for $25.

Volunteers are also needed to assist in 
a variety of pre-race and race day activi-
ties. To volunteer, go to https://signup.

com/go/quJwrTe .
“More than 600 runners and vol-

unteers took part in last year’s race, 
helping us raise more than $30,000 for 
our nonprofit agency,” said Betty Griffin 
Center CEO Kelly Franklin. “All of the 
proceeds help us provide services to 
survivors of domestic and sexual assault 
in our community, so we really appreci-
ate everyone’s support of this important 
fundraiser.”

The presenting sponsor for the 2023 
Run for Peace 5K is Women’s Care.

Additional sponsors include Brittany 
and Bill Horschel, KeHe Distributors, 
Jacksonville Jaguars Foundation, Doug-
las Elliman, The Kim Martin-Fisher-Jen-
nifer Martin Faulker Group, Mastercraft 
Builder Group, VyStar Credit Union, 
Beaches Dermatology, Gordon Dental, 
Burkhardt Sales and Service, Preddy 
Law Firm, St. Augustine Beach Police, 
Ansbacher Law, iVenture Solutions, 
Lazzara Orthodonics, The Bailey Group, 
Flagler Health +, Embassy Suites by 
Hilton, Pearmid Properties, EasySociA-

bility, Gordon Dental and Don’s Friends, 
The Locals Guide to St. Augustine, Mel-
low Mushroom, Atlantic Automotive and 
Wayne Scott Fusco Photography.

There are still several sponsorship 
opportunities available at a variety of 
levels for businesses and individuals. 
For details, go to bettygriffincenter.org/
sponsor-register-now-for-the-run-for-
peace-5k-on-saturday-april-8 or con-
tact Betty Griffin Center Development 
Director Kenlie Kubart at 904-808-8544, 
extension 207.
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Heart filled    
   with

 Pride.             
WATCHMAN™ device implanted. 

WATCHMAN. Just one of the minimally invasive, structural heart procedures we perform 
that can get you back to living your best life.

Having Afib can mean a high risk of stroke and a lifetime on blood thinners. Fortunately, the 
Flagler Health+ Center for Structural Heart Disease at Flagler Hospital performs the minimally 
invasive, one-time WATCHMAN procedure. The WATCHMAN device is implanted in the heart 
to keep blood clots from escaping, dramatically reducing the risk of stroke and eliminating the 
need for blood thinners—all so you don’t miss out on the special moments in life.

To learn more or find a provider, visit  
FlaglerHealth.org/heart today.

OBITUARIES
Donald F. Blackburn

Mr. Donald 
F. Blackburn 
passed away on 
Saturday, Febru-
ary 4, 2023, in 
Ponte Vedra 
Beach, FL. Born 
May 7, 1927, in 
Sioux Falls, SD, 
he was the son 

of Bernice and Herbert Blackburn. He 
attended high school in Sioux Falls and 
briefly attended college before joining 
the American Forces in WWII, where he 
served in Japan.

Upon returning from the war, he mar-

ried his high school sweetheart, LaVonne 
Bacon, in 1947; they were married for 75 
years. Don went to work for the Morrell 
Meat Packing Company for many years 
before transferring to Philadelphia, PA, 
with Morrell. He rose through the ranks 
then joined Gino’s restaurant chain. After 
serving in many capacities with Gino’s, 
Don started his own company, American 
Food Service, which supplied beef to 
Burger King. Don was the President and 
Chairman of the Board of AFS and rose 
to prominence nationally in the meat 
packing industry.

Don and LaVonne moved to Ponte 
Vedra Beach in 1995 and he continued 
with his hobbies of golf, gardening, bird-
ing, and fishing. But his major interest 

was helping other people. Don joined 
the Ponte Vedra Beach Rotary Club and 
instantly become a pillar of service for 
the club. He earned the Arch Klumph 
Society Award for major donors. Don and 
long-time friend Bruce Barber put togeth-
er plans and raised the funds necessary 
to build the Council On Aging Senior 
Center on Landrum Lane. Next, they put 
their efforts to building the Alzheimer’s 
Center next to the Concert Hall. Don was 
a benefactor at Mayo Clinic and longtime 
supporter of many local charities. He was 
especially proud of his support of Lend 
an Ear, a refurbished hearing aid service. 
He was also a United Way de Tocqueville 
Society member.

Don was preceded in death by his 

parents and two brothers. He is survived 
by his wife, LaVonne of Ponte Vedra 
Beach, FL; sister, Dorothy Judy of Sioux 
Falls, SD; daughter, Lynette Blackburn of 
Ponte Vedra Beach, FL; son, Brad Black-
burn of Philadelphia, PA; and multiple 
nieces, nephews, great nieces and great 
nephews.

Services have been completed under 
the direction and care of Ponte Vedra Val-
ley. Please sign the online guestbook at 
www.pontevedravalley.com.

Becky Su Jager
Becky Su 

Jager, 71, passed 
away February 
4, 2023. She 
fought hard but 
lost her battle 
to cancer. She 
was born in 
Jacksonville, 
Florida and was 

a schoolteacher for 35 years in Jack-
sonville. Becky retired to Jacksonville 

Beach where she was a schoolteacher at 
Seabreeze Elementary.  

Becky graduated from Terry Parker 
High School then went on to college 
at North Florida College in Madison, 
Florida before graduating from Florida 
State University. Becky always remained 
a super devoted FSU fan. Becky was a 
member of the Wolfson Children’s Hos-
pital Auxiliary, where she volunteered. 
Becky always had a way of putting 
smiles on children’s faces. Becky loved 
most of all spending time with her family, 

planning events, attending reunions, and 
continuing family traditions, especially 
with all her cousins and nephews. 

Becky was devoted to her now de-
ceased parents, Kenneth and Marion; and 
her oldest brother Rick (Paula). Becky is 
survived by her sister Jennifer (David); 
brothers, Kenneth (Cora) and Chuck (Su-
zanne), nieces and nephew, Lacey, Heidi, 
Dylan, and Madison.

A memorial service will be held at 
12:30 p.m. Saturday, February 25, 2023, 
at Quinn-Shalz Funeral Home, 3600 

Third Street South, Jacksonville Beach, 
Florida. 

In lieu of flowers you may donate in 
Becky’s name to Wolfsons Children’s 
Hospital or The Jacksonville Humane 
Society. Please visit her online tribute at 
www.quinn-shalz.com. 

Arrangements by
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Call 904-285-8831 and speak to an 
advertising representative. 

Tournament 
Guide

MARCH 3, 2022

INSIDER’S
PONTE VEDRA

Your Community Voice for 50 Years  

Recorder

RECAP: Justin Thomas Defeats Bryson DeChambeau for Players Title

TIGER 
ENTERS 
WORLD GOLF HALL 

OF FAME

LOOKING BACK
40 Years Ago Jerry Pate Pushed Deane Beman into Lake... and other milestones

We will publish the 
Annual 

Tournament Guide
March 2, 2023

Advertising Deadline: 
Feb. 17, 2023

The Pros return
to Ponte Vedra Beach in March 2023 

Are you ready?
• Sunset Cruises • EcoTours

• Customized private charters 
 for all occasions

St. Augustine, FL

Cruises Available 
for individual 

guests and private
 group charters.

St. Augustine, FL

 group charters.
63’ Custom Power Catamaran

Patio Furniture
Family Owned & Operated • Immediate Delivery • Wholesale Prices

www.palmcasual.com • The #1 manufacturer of patio furniture in Florida since 1979

650 Blanding
Orange Park
904-579-3455

11323 Beach
Jacksonville
904-641-8308

Mon-Sat 9-5 • Closed Sundays

Money Back Guarantee
If you can find a better value in patio furniture or for 
any other reason wish to return your furniture, you 

may do so within 30 days for a full refund.

Lifetime Service!

WickerAluminumCast up to40% offsugg. retail

Choose from

300Fabrics 1 week delivery

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Samaritan’s Purse thanks generous local residents
Editor:

I am writing to thank Ponte Vedra 
Beach-area residents for sharing the true 
meaning of Christmas with children in 
need this past holiday season.

Generosity throughout contributed to a 
successful shoebox gift collection season 
at drop-off locations for the Samari-
tan’s Purse project Operation Christ-
mas Child. Across the U.S., the project 
collected over 9.3 million shoebox gifts 
in 2022. Combined with those collected 
from partnering countries in 2022, the 
ministry is now sending nearly 10.6 mil-
lion shoebox gifts to children worldwide.

Through shoeboxes — packed with 
fun toys, school supplies and hygiene 
items — Ponte Vedra Beach-area 

volunteers brought joy to children in 
need around the world. Each gift-
filled shoebox is a tangible expression 
of God’s love, and it is often the first 
gift these children have ever received. 
Through the continued generosity of 
donors since 1993, Operation Christmas 
Child has collected and delivered more 
than 209 million gift-filled shoeboxes to 
children in more than 170 countries and 
territories. This year, Samaritan’s Purse 
delivered its milestone 200-millionth 
shoebox, which was packed on a coun-
trywide tour and then hand-delivered to 
a young girl in Ukraine.

Across Florida, shoebox packers 
often shop for deals on shoebox items 
throughout the year, and many serve at a 

deeper level by becoming a year-round 
volunteer. Information about ways area 
participants can get involved year-round 
can also be found at samaritanspurse.
org/occ or by calling 407-273-6112.

Although local drop off locations 
for gifts are closed until Nov. 13-20, 
2023, anyone can still be a part of this 
life-changing project by conveniently 

packing a shoebox gift online in just a 
few simple clicks at samaritanspurse.
org/buildonline.

These simple gifts, packed with love, 
send a message to children worldwide 
that they are loved and not forgotten.

Casey Goodwin
Samaritan's Purse
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Stacey Hendershot
Stacey Hendershot is the Bolles Lower School Ponte Vedra Beach Campus head of school. She is an enthusiastic supporter of the students and 
a participant in the school’s special activities. The local campus educates students in pre-K through grade five and has an enrollment of 243.

As told to Shaun Ryan

Tell me a little bit about Bolles Lower School Ponte 
Vedra Beach Campus.

The Bolles Lower School Ponte Vedra Beach Cam-
pus opened in 1999 and is a beautiful setting for young 
minds to grow. It offers exceptional education with a 
focus on the whole child for students from pre-K through 
grade five. The Ponte Vedra Beach Campus is a place 
where all students feel valued. Our teachers enthusias-
tically nurture and guide students to become the best 
possible versions of themselves. We offer strong aca-
demics, outdoor learning and vast opportunities in the 
arts. Students at Bolles are developed into leaders. They 
begin public speaking as early as pre-kindergarten, and 
our performing arts and visual arts programs encourage 
a growth mindset and creativity. Incredibly talented and 
caring teachers focus on experiential learning and also 
make the Ponte Vedra Beach Campus a great place to 
enroll children.

We offer students opportunities to shine on stage, in 
the classroom and on the field. Our Advantage program 
also allows students to sign up for after-school activi-
ties that include soccer, cheerleading, running club, 
chess, robotics, weaving, art, tennis, Chinese and even a 
unicorn club!  

Students at the Bolles Ponte Vedra Beach Campus 
participate in multiple service opportunities throughout 
the year, and character development is infused into our 
days. We encourage manners in the lunchroom and have 
transformed the cafeteria into a “Bulldog Bistro,” so 
students feel that eating in the lunchroom is special. We 

also host a “golden spoon” lunch each trimester to honor 
students who have displayed exceptional manners, and 
these students are treated to a special lunch!

Tell me about your role there. What are your respon-
sibilities?

I am the Bolles Lower School Ponte Vedra Beach 
Campus head of school. This role allows me to guide 
curriculum decisions, mentor teachers, partner with 
parents and the community and lead our students as 
they develop into the leaders of our future. I manage the 
budget, partner with a fantastic security team to ensure 
the safety of our students and work closely with the 
communications department to share the amazing things 
happening on our campus.

What is your background? What led you to this career?
I am a lifelong learner with over 25 years of experi-

ence in elementary education. I began my career in the 
classroom, and I had extraordinary leaders who encour-
aged me to pursue a career in administration. I have 
taught grades one, two, four and five as well as physical 
education to grades K-5. I also served as a literacy and 
math intervention coach before moving into administra-
tion.  

Do you have a philosophy of education or a specific 
approach that you employ?

I believe that it is our job as educators to develop 
confident, joyful, lifelong learners that will change the 
world. My approach is to build strong relationships with 
students, faculty, parents and the community. The diver-

sity of mind that comes together in our students, faculty 
and families makes us stronger, and I deeply value 
each perspective. Developing each child individually to 
become the best possible version of him/herself is a pas-
sion and one that every employee at Bolles shares.  

What do you like best about what you do?
I love spending time in the classroom. Watching the 

phenomenal teachers in action and getting to know our 
students’ strengths and areas for growth is such a joyful 
part of my day. Listening, learning alongside them and 
sometimes dancing with them makes my heart happy, 
and I feel incredibly lucky to be part of this dynamic 
team. 

Where are you from originally? What do you like best 
about living here on the First Coast?

I am originally from Michigan. I grew up on the Great 
Lakes and have always loved living near the water. Liv-
ing on the First Coast is a dream! The weather is perfect, 
and the community is wonderful. Everyone is incredibly 
welcoming. Being part of the Bolles community and 
seeing my own children, as well as the students on our 
campus, thrive has been one of the best things about 
moving to Jacksonville.

How do you like to spend your free time?
I love to go for walks with my family and my dog 

Baily. We enjoy going to the beach, rock climbing and 
ice skating. I also love to read and soak up the Florida 
sunshine. Most recently, I have taken an interest in box-
ing.

Contributed photo
Bolles Lower School Ponte Vedra Beach Campus Head of School Stacey Hendershot is seen with a group of happy students.
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NorthEastFloridaCoastHomes.com 

 

Congratulations to our January Leaders! 

Two locations to serve you! 
NOCATEE 

158 Marketside Avenue, Suite14 • (904) 834-7682 
PONTE VEDRA BEACH 

100 Corridor Road, Suite 101 • (904) 280-1115 

DEL WEBB PONTE VEDRA                            
Gorgeous, waterfront home with upgrades 
galore! 3 BR + Office / Flex Room, 2 BA,              

2,000 SF MLS 1212300 $675,000                                                               
Roger Harding (904) 591-1317  

PONTE VEDRA SHORES                                
Stunning BEACH HOME with VIEWS of the 

ATLANTIC Ocean. FULLY FURNISHED! 5 BR, 
4.5 BA, 3,318 SF MLS 1208043 $1,297,000                                               

Dan Gregory (904) 392-3868 

SILVERLEAF                                     
Paradise Living! Pool Home with Koi pond on 

1/3 acre, preserve lot. 3 car garage! 5 BR,                 
4 BA, 3,189 SF MLS 1210685 $1,175,000 
Kathy Slusser (904) 760-9763  

CAMACHEE ISLAND                           
St. Augustine intracoastal and Marsh front gem!  

Multi family estate on a 2.46 acre lot. 7 BR,                
6.5 BA, 5,552 SF MLS 1168469 $2,395,000                                                    

Matt & Naomi (904) 234-5014   

MOORE BRANCH ESTATES                         
Spectacular unobstructed Intracoastal Views!  
No HOA or CDD!  Completely updated! 3 BR, 

3 BA, 1,881 SF MLS 1193540 $1,395,000                                      
Matt & Naomi (904) 234-5014   

TWO CREEKS                                    
Upgraded San Pablo floor plan by Drees 

Homes!  Bonus / loft & a gourmet kitchen. 4 BR, 
3.5 BA, 3,044 SF MLS 1205096 $565,000                                                                
Tammie Bryant (352) 598-5527 

TURTLE SHORES                             
Soaring ceilings and windows in open great 

room to kitchen. Gated Beach Access. 4 BR,               
3.5 BA, 2,592 SF MLS 1202146 $850,000                                                                

Chris & Rick (904) 349-6163  

SEASCAPE CONDO                                   
Oceanfront Condo! 10th floor unit with panoramic 

views! Chef kitchen & luxury cabinetry. 2 BR,              
2 BA, 1,264 SF MLS 1206635 $895,000                  

Sarah Olson (904) 439-0216 

Lara Hoffman 
Ponte Vedra Beach 

Will Landay & Rachael Ridaught 
Ponte Vedra Beach 

ALIKI CONDOS                                      
180 degree views of the Atlantic Ocean & the 

Intracoastal Waterway! Best Value on the beach!                 
2 BR, 2 BA, 1,215 SF MLS 1209410 $489,000                                               

Shelby Warner (540) 238-9176 

First Coast Collective 
Nocatee 

COASTAL OAKS                              
Spectacular waterfront Lot! Fenced yard,                

updated outdoor screened lanai. 5 BR + Office, 
4 BA’s, 3,477 SF MLS 1199134 $1,100,000                                                                 

Kelly & Megan (904) 233-1991                                            

Michael Paull 
Nocatee 

TURTLE SHORES                             
Ocean Views & Ocean Breezes & Gated               

Beach Access. Brand new roof & paint!  4 BR,               
3 BA, 2,677 SF MLS 1187630 $850,000                                                                

Chris & Rick (904) 349-6163  

WOLF CREEK                                      
Top Floor, Care-free condo living in gated           
community. Upgrades galore! 2 BR, 2 BA,                 

1,126 SF MLS 1210181 $259,000                                                                
Susie Mullinax (904) 910-1121 

PALMS                                                 
Maintenance Free Townhome on a private   

preserve! 9 Foot ceilings & gourmet kitchen.       
2 BR, 2.5 BA, 1,263 SF MLS 1205450 $379,000                                                                

Jennifer Zeiller (904) 697-8152 

AVENUE FOUR                              
Spectacular ocean front views from the            
balcony of this 2rd floor, end unit!  4 BR,                     

4.5 BA’s, 3,275 SF MLS 1180951  $2,499,000                                                                
Kelly & Megan (904) 233-1991                                           

SAWMILL LAKES                                  
Charming, Updated POOL HOME! Quiet street 
overlooking protected preserve. 4 BR, 2.5 BA,                 

2,553 SF MLS 1211967 $825,000                                                                
Susie Mullinax (904) 910-1121 

ENCLAVE AT TOWN CENTER                               
Adorable home located in Nocatee Town               

Center. Quick move-in! All appliances Included.       
2 BR, 2 BA, 1,284 SF MLS 1210268 $475,000                                               

Dan Gregory (904) 392-3868 
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Over 10 Years of IRS Experience!
We are here for you and your loved ones!

www. jacobsonaccounting.com

2201 Sawgrass Village Dr.,  
Ponte Vedra Beach 32082

(904)285-1040
Make your appointment today!

•Tax Planning  
•Tax Consulting

•Tax Return Preparation

2368 Research Parkway
Colorado Springs, CO 80920
A Residence of Legend Senior Living®

LegendSeniorLiving.com

“To plant a garden is to believe in 
tomorrow.” — Audrey Hepburn

By Kathy Esfahani
As temperatures 

start to warm up, we 
are reminded that 
spring is almost here 
and energized to begin 
tending to our gardens 
and landscapes! 
February is an ideal 

time to plan your spring projects and 
prepare for planting. Keep these tasks in 
mind:

• The U.S. Department of Agriculture 
divides the country into planting zones 
(also known as growing zones). This 
classification provides guidance for what 
plants and trees are most suited in the 
various climates across the nation. Here 
in Northeast Florida, we are part of the 
9A zone. For the most success, select 
plants that are recommended for zone 9A 
when adding to your landscape.

• Begin your spring preparations with 
a full clean-up! Clear any mounds of 
plant debris that may be in your garden 
beds, including any annuals you failed to 
remove last fall.

• February is also suitable for 
transplanting any plants or trees you’ve 
been planning to relocate. Remember to 
check for sunlight amounts in different 
parts of your yard as you move plants.

• As long as temperatures remain above 
freezing, plan for pruning in the coming 
weeks or early March. Prune plants down 
to where you see new green growth. 

This trimming will help your plants 
produce maximum growth in the next 
few months.

• Fertilize flowers, plants and trees 
before higher temperatures are here 
to stay. Select fertilizers specifically 
designed for your plants, palms and/
or citrus trees. Be sure to follow the 
instructions on the package.

• Prepare your lawn for the coming 
season but wait a few more weeks 
before mowing. Use warm days to 
check your irrigation system for broken 
or misdirected sprinkler heads. Once 
temperatures will remain above 65 
degrees for 4-5 days, it is important to 
apply a pre-emergent weed killer to your 
lawn. Note: pre-emergent is not a “weed 
and feed” fertilizer; it is solely a weed 
treatment to help control weeds in your 
lawn throughout the coming season. For 
best results, it is important to time this 
application just as temperatures warm up!

• Weed landscape beds and add new 
mulch to refresh the appearance of beds 

and help the plants prepare for spring. 
Mulch discourages weeds, moderates the 
soil temperature and creates cohesion 
throughout your yard.

• Clean and update your gardening 
tools for spring projects. Purchase new 
items for planned projects and refresh 
any tools you already have. Now is also 
a good time to sharpen any tools with 
blades.

Happy planting!

Flower of the Week: Alyssum

Please email Kathy at kcg.pvr@gmail.com 
for any questions or gardening tips you 
would like to see in the future. For more 
information & ideas, visit Kathy’s Creative 
Gardens & Nursery, 196 N. Roscoe Blvd. 
The phone number is 904-655-7373.

The Recorder’s garden columnist Kathy Esfahani of Kathy’s Creative Gardens & Nursery 
shares her tips for growing gorgeous gardens in Northeast Florida.

KATHY’S GARDENING GUIDE

Kathy Esfahani

Getting ready for spring

Flower of the Week

Alyssum

New mulch is an instant refresh for your 
landscape!

Photos provided by Kathy’s Creative Gardens & Nursery
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280 PONTE VEDRA BOULEVARD  |  904.285.6927  |  RSALES@PVRESORTS.COM  |   PVCLUBREALTY.COM

PONTE VEDRA CLUB REALTY

24632 HARBOUR VIEW DR. | PONTE VEDRA BEACH, FL
$2,895,000 | LISTED BY SUZANNE STEPHENS

6 LAKE TERRACE | PONTE VEDRA BEACH, FL     
$2,699,000 | LISTED BY MICHAEL CURET

Preferred Membership Initiation fee pricing for the Ponte Vedra Inn & Club, The Lodge & Club, Epping Forest Yacht & Country Club and The River Club
is available exclusively through Ponte Vedra Club Realty.  Call us today to see how to take advantage of this offer.

5  BEDROOMS  |  5 BATHS  |  3 HALF BATHS  |  6,590 SQ. FT.

FEATURED PROPERTIES

4  BEDROOMS  |  4 BATHS  |  4,034 SQ. FT.

Proposed development around 
Inn & Club discussed by MSD

By Anthony Richards

St. Johns County Commissioner Krista 
Joseph spoke to the Ponte Vedra Municipal 
Service District via speaker phone during 
their Feb. 13 meeting.

Some of the things she said she has been 
working on included crosswalk safety 
issues, especially around the Ponte Vedra 
Public Library.

She also mentioned the idea of using 
multi-purpose lanes on Mickler Road, 
which would allow for golf carts to be con-
sidered instead of just additional car lanes.

One of the big talking points during the 
meeting’s public comments section had to 
do with the Ponte Vedra Inn & Club and 
The Lodge & Club’s proposed unit devel-
opment on their property.

The Ponte Vedra Inn & Club’s future 
land use designations are commercial, 
residential B and residential C, while The 
Lodge & Club’s designations are commer-
cial and residential D.

There are about 55 acres proposed for 
redevelopment within the Inn & Club’s 
property and 12.84 acres of redevelop-
ment proposed within the Lodge & Club’s 

property.
The public concerns centered around 

making sure that the redevelopment does 
not over exceed certain parameters such as 
building height and they were also inter-
ested in the further details surrounding the 
proposed plans.

MSD chairman Al Hollon informed 
those in attendance that the final plans of 
the project are still being ironed out at the 
moment.

He also pointed toward the possible 
future Jack Pope position through the 
MSD as something that can help improve 
building compliance if approved.

In other news, trustee Brad Wester 
informed his fellow trustees and the public 
that he has been hounding the county about 
the traffic calming study they conducted 
along San Juan Drive.

According to Wester, county traffic en-
gineer Clint Lynch will be sending him the 
complete results of the study in the coming 
days, but he let him know that all eight of 
the traffic counters they placed along the 
route came back as not requiring any traffic 
calming.

He will provide a written summary at 
the next meeting.

Trustee Kitty Switkes credited adjusted 
parking ordinance and the presence of 
Sheriff’s deputies for the reduced number 
of cars parking along Ponte Vedra Boule-
vard in recent weeks.

“It’s nice to drive down the boulevard 
and not have to stop every little bit down 
the road,” Switkes said.

The other trustees were quick to agree 
with Switkes.

“I think a lot of the off-duty officers have 
gotten their bearings and have become 
more community patrol,” Wester said.

The MSD approved a request from 
Switkes for $2,000 as she works to get 
the flower beds back to where they were 
before the freeze earlier this winter, and 
just in time for THE PLAYERS in a couple 
of weeks.

Wester once again brought up a possible 
sidewalk constructed on the westside of 
Ponte Vedra Boulevard, at the only section 
along the roadway that he said does not 
have a sidewalk.

It has been something Wester has been 

discussing with the county for a couple 
of years now and it had looked like in the 
past that the county was ready to back the 
project and the funding was seemingly 
sorted out.

However, there has been very little 
movement of late, as he has asked for a 
conceptual plan from the county with no 
luck.

He hopes that Joseph will help move 
things along again with the project from 
the county side of things.
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405 Solana Road, Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082 palmsatpontevedra.com

Assisted Living and Memory Care 

Schedule your tour today and have dinner on us!
Tours Daily! Call 904.686.3700

Culinary Director Adam Bashy and our amazing sous 
chef Dhurata Asslani have completely revamped the 
menu and meal presentation. They create their own 
menus based off dietary needs. Adam has a passion 
for serving our residents quality meals in a fine dining 
atmosphere.  Dhurata has 25 years’ experience in fine 
dining and has worked with amazing chefs during  
her 20 years as Sous Chef at Marriott. 

Meet the team behind  
our five-star dining!

PLAYERS makes parking improvements
By Shaun Ryan

Those attending THE PLAYERS Championship this year 
may notice that a lot of improvements have been made in 
the parking arrangements.

According to Steven Wood, director of tournament 
operations for the PGA TOUR, the goal is to make fans’ 
transit to THE PLAYERS a seamless experience.

“We have added more off-site parking locations for fans, 
with the most notable ones being in Nocatee where our new 
free shuttles will originate for Nocatee residents,” he said.

A free shuttle will run continuously from Pine Island 
Academy, Valley Ridge Academy and Palm Valley Acad-
emy on Friday, Saturday and Sunday of tournament week. 
Information is available at theplayers.com/parking.

In addition, there will be free golf cart and bicycle park-
ing.

THE PLAYERS staff has worked with St. Johns County 
to optimize traffic flow by rerouting traffic patterns in the 
surrounding area in addition to several infrastructure im-
provements on the property to help ease the flow of traffic. 

“It is our goal that these developments will greatly 
reduce the number of cars on the road during the tourna-
ment,” Wood said.

Some things will remain the same. The general lot is in 
the same location as before, and parking passes are still 
made available at theplayers.com/parking, where attendees 
can also find information on parking lot locations, shuttle 
times and rideshare options.

“We are always working to improve our fans’ experience 
at our tournament, so following the completion of THE 
PLAYERS 2022, our team immediately began working 

tirelessly to debrief and identify areas of Improvement,” 
said Wood. “Last year, Mother Nature gave PLAYERS 
week all she had, and we were fortunately able to safely 
stage the event to completion. This experience gave us the 
opportunity to reflect on our transportation plans, which has 
led to improvements that will be reflected in the numerous 
infrastructure adjustments that will significantly improve 
our fans’ experience getting to THE PLAYERS – rain or 
shine.”

Attendees should note that on-site parking is not included 
in the price of the ticket and must be purchased in advance. 
Parking passes are digital. Because space is limited, Wood 
strongly recommended purchasing passes early before they 
sell out.

In addition, he recommended arriving early to avoid 
heavy traffic and encouraged passholders to add their 
mobile passes to their mobile wallets for easy access on the 
day of the tournament.

GATE A

LOT
3 LOT

5

LOT
6

GATE B

TPC 
SAWGRASS

N

LOT
2

LOT 
4E

LOT
4W

THE PLAYERS
CLUB VALET 

BIKES AND
GOLF CARTS

Map courtesy of THE PGA TOUR.
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SPECIALIZING IN THE FIRST COAST AREA
2022 TOP PRODUCER FOR TRANSACTION VOLUME

THE SIGNATURE REAL ESTATE COMPANIES

TEAM LEADER FOR NORTHEAST FLORIDA
SPECIALIZING IN THE FIRST COAST AREA

DENA KLEINER
REALTOR®

SIGNATURE FIRST COAST REALTY, LLC • 90 FORT WADE RD, SUITE 100  • PONTE VEDRA, FL 32081

2022 TOP PRODUCER FOR TRANSACTION VOLUME
THE SIGNATURE REAL ESTATE COMPANIES

TEAM LEADER FOR NORTHEAST FLORIDA

CONTACT ME TODAY!

Looking For A First Coast Specialist?

908-872-6224
DENA@SIGNATUREFIRSTCOAST.com

MEET DENA KLEINER

JACKSONVILLE • PONTE VEDRA • NOCATEE • ST AUGUSTINE

FIRST COAST
R E A L T Y, L L C

FIRST COAST
R E A L T Y, L L C

www.SignatureFirstCoast.com

Ben G. Schachter, Licensed Real Estate Broker

Ocean Palms hosts fundraising fun
More than 20 teams lined up their 

boards and prepared to take home first 
prize as they tossed their way to success 
in the school’s first cornhole tournament 
on Jan. 29. Families, friends and staff 
from Ocean Palms Elementary joined in 
for some competitive afternoon fun, all 
the while contributing the school’s fund-
raising endeavors.

In fact, the event raised just under 
$1,000 to support the school’s Sunshine 
State reading program. With first place 
earning a popcorn or Popsicle party for 
their class, followed by second prize 
with 30 minutes of extra recess, and third 
prize, which gave the winner the op-
portunity to dress as the otter mascot for 
carline, it was a true toss off.

Contributed photos
The winners of Ocean Palms Elementary’s first fundraising cornhole tournament.

Families, friends and staff participated in OPE’s cornhole fundraising event to raise money for 
books.
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COASTAL CONTEMPORARY
The grand foyer welcomes you to a stunning 
& sophisticated dining room, revealing living 
room that exposes one of Ponte Vedra’s best kept 
treasures, the Pete Dye designed golf course & 
waterfront views. This home is simply gorgeous! 
With 4094sf of design this 4BR/4BA coastal con-
temporary is light, spacious, with an open floor 
plan that connects the large kitchen, & great 
room to a spacious living room, foyer & dining 
room. Offered for $2,349,000

3253 OLD BARN RD. WEST, PONTE VEDRA BEACH

UNDE
R CON

TRAC
T

(904) 395-3989
Sawgrass Village Shopping Center

155 Tourside Dr., Ste. 1500, Ponte Vedra Beach, FL

WWW.TRASCAANDCO.COM | WWW.PVTAPROOM.COMWWW.TRASCAANDCO.COM | WWW.PVTAPROOM.COM

PONTE VEDRA TAP ROOM – NOW OPEN  
Ponte Vedra’s Newest Hangout 

Check 
out our 

expanded  
tap list!

LIVE MUSIC Friday Nights – 6pm-8pm
great venue for your small or large social gathering

Connect With Us

20222022

of Ponte Vedraof Ponte Vedra

FAMOUS PONTE VEDRANS

Betty Williams, Nobel Peace Prize Winner

By Scott A. Grant, JD

On Aug. 10, 1976, Betty Williams 
turned a corner on a street in Belfast in 
Northern Ireland and watched in horror 
as a car careened out of control towards 

a helpless mother and her children. The 
driver of the car, Danny Lennon, a mem-
ber of the Irish Republican Army, was 
dead. He had been shot by British soldiers, 
members of the Kings Own Royal Border 
regiment. 

The car crashed into the McGuire 
family, killing all three children. Four 
years later, the mother, Anne McGuire, 
would take her own life. This was at a 
time in Northern Ireland known as “The 
Troubles.” Car bombings, riots and shoot-
ings would leave 3,600 people dead and 
over 30,000 injured. Violence ran rampant 
through the streets as members of the IRA 
fought to “free” Northern Ireland from 
British rule.

The wars in Northern Ireland lasted for 
nearly three decades. One event, where 

British soldiers shot 28 unarmed civil-
ians in the city of Derry is remembered in 
the U-2 song “Sunday, Bloody Sunday.” 
Eleven years earlier, John Lennon wrote 
a song of the same name about the same 
event. 

Betty Williams had had enough. 
Frustrated by the mindless violence, she 
flew into action. Within two days, she 
had acquired 6,000 signatures on a peace 
petition. One of the planks on the petition 
read simply: “We want to live and love 
and build a just and peaceful society.” 
Two weeks later she led 20,000 on a peace 
march through a park in Belfast.

Together with an aunt of the dead 
children, Mairead Corrigan, she founded a 
group called Women for Peace. The name 
would later be changed to Community of 
Peace People. Her grassroots movement 
captured worldwide media attention. In 
1977, just one year later, she and Cor-
rigan were honored with the Nobel Peace 
Prize. Corrigan donated her winnings to 
the movement. Betty Williams kept hers 

amidst some controversy. Corrigan and 
Williams never spoke again.

Betty Williams used the money and 
her celebrity to promote peace initiatives 
worldwide. In 1982, she met an American 
businessman named James Perkins at 
Disney World. At the time, Betty Williams 
was touring the country giving speeches 
where she urged those in attendance to 
“Yell for Peace!”

The pair were married on the 10th fair-
way of the Sawgrass Country Club under 
a “fern-trellis arch.” The ceremony was 
officiated by the Rev. Albert Wells of the 
First Presbyterian Church of Jacksonville. 
Betty and Jim lived in the Sawgrass devel-
opment until his death in 2004.  Betty then 
returned to Belfast. She died of pneumo-
nia in 2020.

Scott A. Grant is a local author and 
historian.  By day, he invests profes-
sionally. He believes in peace.  scottg@
standfastic.com
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We offer comprehensive, practical treatment plans.

904.273.9353
615 A1A North Suite 103

Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082
Office is located inside of the Watson Realty Building

HOURS: Mon-Thurs 8am-5pm CLAY CELANDER, DMD

NEW TO PONTE VEDRA AND LOOKING FOR A DENTIST? 
Our friendly staff will make you feel right at home. We have a no  
rush policy and will provide you with a practical treatment plan.  

We take pride in being one of the most affordable offices in the area 
for non-insured patients.  Call today to set up an appointment!

COMPOSITE FILLINGS & VENEERS • PORCELAIN CROWNS, BRIDGES & VENEERS
COMPLETE & PARTIAL DENTURES • ZOOM WHITENING • EXTRACTIONS

INVISALIGN • ORAL CANCER SCREENING • CLEANINGS • AND MORE
FAMILY - COSMETICS - IMPLANTS

Vedra
Ponte Premier

Dental

Dr. Kevin neal  |  Dr. Michael Winter
Dr. Andy Maples  |  Dr. Brian Maples

100 Professional Dr.  |  Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082
(904) 285-8407  |  www.pvpdental.com

Experience the good a simple smile can do.

What dental hygiene does for overall health
Brushing and flossing your teeth may 

save you extra sessions in the dentist’s 
chair each year, but the benefits of dental 
hygiene do not end with pearly whites. In 
fact, there’s a direct correlation between 
oral hygiene and overall health.

Oral health offers clues about overall 
health, advises the Mayo Clinic. When 
a dentist or hygienist checks a person’s 
mouth, he or she is getting a window into 
that person’s overall wellness — including 
if something is amiss. 

Dental hygiene matters because, with-
out proper brushing and flossing, bacteria 
in the mouth can grow unchecked. Over 
time, that bacteria can infiltrate and break 
down the soft tissues in the gums and 
teeth, eventually leading to decay and 

gum disease. Greenwood Dental Care in 
Illinois states that the bacteria from the 
mouth could travel into the bloodstream 
and elsewhere, causing a host of issues.

There’s a high correlation between an 
unhealthy mouth and systemic diseases. 
Dentists who notice problems in their 

patients’ mouths may be able to predict 
potential illnesses elsewhere in the body, 
advising those patients to seek consulta-
tions with other healthcare providers.

Here’s a deeper look at some of the cor-
relations between oral health and overall 
health, courtesy of the Mayo Clinic.

• Endocarditis: When bacteria or other 
germs from the mouth or another part of 
the body spread through the bloodstream, 
they can attach to certain areas of the 
heart. This causes an infection in the inner 
lining of the heart chambers or valves.

• Pregnancy and birth complications: 
Periodontitis has been linked to low birth 
weight and premature birth.

• Cardiovascular disease: While 
it’s not fully understood why, clogged 

arteries, stroke and heart disease may 
be linked to inflammation and infection 
caused by oral bacteria.

• Pneumonia: Bacteria in the mouth 
may be pulled into the lungs, where it 
can lead to respiratory illness, such as 
pneumonia.

It’s a two-way street with health and 
the mouth. Certain diseases can lead to is-
sues in the mouth. HIV/AIDS may cause 
mucosal lesions in the mouth; those with 
osteoporosis may have weakened peri-
odontal bone and tooth loss; and research 
has shown that diabetes puts gum health 
at risk.

Individuals should make oral health a 
priority, as it has a significant effect on 
their overall health and well-being.  

Anyone who bites into a big chunk of 
garlic bread knows that less-than-fresh 
breath is a likely outcome of such an in-
dulgence. But for some people, halitosis, 
otherwise known as bad breath, is some-
thing they regularly confront regardless of 
what they eat.

Functional dentist Dr. Steven Lin 
indicates around 50 million people suffer 
from chronic bad breath. Halitosis often is 
a highly preventable condition, provided 
an individual can discover the root of 
the issue, according to Johns Hopkins 
Medicine. It’s important to note that while 
halitosis may be an oral condition, it also 
may be indicative of other health prob-
lems. That’s why it is vital to determine 
what’s behind bad breath.

• Poor oral hygiene: Bacteria reside 
in the mouth on the teeth, tongue, and 
other tissues. Failing to floss and brush 
regularly may lead to increased bacteria 
growth, resulting in bad breath. Poor oral 

hygiene may lead to gum diseases, such 
as gingivitis and periodontitis, which also 
can exacerbate bad breath.

• Dry mouth: When dry mouth, or 
xerostomia, occurs, salivary glands can-
not make enough saliva to keep the mouth 
moist, states Harvard Health. Saliva helps 
flush away bacteria and food particles. 
Without saliva to wash them away, bac-
teria and debris can start to break down, 
leading to odor. Certain medications may 
cause dry mouth. Chewing sugar-free 
gum and using dry mouth aids can help 
moisten the mouth.

• Food: Certain foods are linked to bad 
breath. Notably, garlic, onions and some 
spices are absorbed into the bloodstream 
and have the potential to affect breath 
until they leave the system.

• Dirty dentures: False teeth, such as 
dentures and bridges, can collect bacteria, 
food and fungi if not properly cleaned. 
Improper cleaning can contribute to bad 
breath.

• Tobacco products: Tobacco can 
cause unpleasant mouth odors, says the 
Mayo Clinic. Smokers and oral tobacco 
users also are likely to have gum disease, 
which contributes to bad breath.

• Sleeping with mouth open: Like 
other causes of dry mouth, sleeping with 
one’s mouth open dries out the mouth 
and can lead to what’s often referred to as 
“morning breath.”

• Sinus illnesses or infections: Small 
stones covered in bacteria can form in 
the tonsils and produce odor. Infections, 
chronic inflammation of the nose, throat 

or sinuses can contribute to postnasal 
drip, which also causes bad breath.

Anyone with concerns about chronic 
bad breath should speak to his or her 
dentist about their condition. If the cause 
cannot be traced to oral hygiene, an 
individual may be referred to a general 
physician for a physical to rule out other 
issues.  

The hows and whys of bad breath 
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Our goal is to provide all of our 
clients with the highest quality 
of legal representation and the 
best defense under the law.

Board Certified Criminal Trial Law, Peer Reviewed Excellence

If you are facing charges, have been 
contacted by law enforcement or 

need legal advice please call:
(904) 396-3335

Board Certified Legal Services

1830 Atlantic Blvd., Jacksonville, FL 32207
mitch@jacksonvilledefense.com

www.JacksonvilleDefense.com
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The many roles played by different types of lawyers
The legal profession casts a wide net. 

Lawyers and attorneys wear a number 
of different hats, and knowing how to 
distinguish between the many types of 
legal professionals can help people find 
the right fit when they’re looking for 
legal representation or guidance.

• Defense lawyer: Thanks to Holly-
wood, the general public has a good idea 
of what defense lawyers do, even if most 
people will never need one. Defense 
lawyers defend people who have been 
accused of breaking the law. According 
to the Legal Information Institute, the 
Sixth Amendment guarantees the right 
to a defense lawyer. People accused 
of crimes who cannot afford to hire a 
private attorney can be assigned a public 
defender to represent them as the legal 

process plays out.
• Family lawyer: Family lawyers 

specialize in many different areas. Some 
family lawyers may specialize in divorce 
cases, while others may specialize in 
child adoptions. Lawyers who special-
ize in domestic violence cases also may 
qualify as family lawyers.

• Estate planning lawyer: Over 
time, just about anyone might require 
the services of a lawyer who specializes 
in estate planning. These professionals 
help people with their wills and can help 
ensure asset transfers go as smoothly as 
possible. Estate planning lawyers also 
can help people establish trusts.

• Personal injury lawyer: Com-
mercials for personal injury lawyers dot 
the television landscape, making these 

professionals among the most recogniz-
able legal professionals. Personal injury 
lawyers specialize in civil litigation 
while representing clients who may have 
been injured at work or in public or in 
another setting.

• Real estate lawyer: Homeowners 
utilize real estate lawyers when buying 
their homes. These lawyers can rep-
resent both buyers and sellers (though 
not both at the same time) as the parties 
negotiate the sale of a home, essentially 
serving as intermediaries between the 
two parties. Real estate lawyers are often 
present when closing documents are 
signed. Real estate lawyers also work on 
disputes between tenants and property 
owners.

Lawyers serve in various capacities 
and specialize in many different areas 
of the law. Knowing which professional 
to look to when in need can help people 
successfully navigate any legal issues 
that arise. 



Atlantic Logistics, a Florida based 
transportation and logistics company, 
will be a featured exhibitor with compa-
ny experts at CONEXPO-CON/AGG on 
March 14-18 at the Las Vegas Conven-
tion Center and Festival Grounds in Las 
Vegas, Nevada.

CONEXPO-CON/AGG is North 
America’s largest construction trade 
show. It is held every three years and 
represents international asphalt, aggre-
gates, concrete, earthmoving, lifting, 
mining, utilities, logistics companies and 
more.

Atlantic Logistics will have its infor-

mational display and team members at 
the show. In attendance will be Atlantic 
Logistics CEO Rob Hooper Jr., who is 
responsible for strategic direction and 
management of daily operations; Tali 
Hooper, the company’s logistics special-
ist and customer relations representative; 

Sean Gresham, senior logistics specialist 
responsible for specialized freight, over-
weight and over-height loads, refrigera-
tion loads, high-value over-dimensional 
freight and large projects; Johnnie 
Greene, vice president of sales and chief 
operations officer, responsible for sales 

and operations; and James Crichlow, 
marketing and communications director 
responsible for brand strategy, website 
content and design, advertising and pub-
lic relations. 

The group will host an informational 
and interactive display and participate 
with event attendees in sharing knowl-
edge about technologically advanced 
shipping, hauling and trucking brokerage 
services. 

Atlantic Logistics is headquartered at 
3003 Claire Lane, Suite 303 in Jackson-
ville. The company website is shipatlan-
tic.com.
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A look at major career 
changes in the area.

Navitas Credit Corp. CEO 
to retire 

United Community 
Banks Inc. and its wholly-
owned subsidiary, Navitas 
Credit Corp., an indus-
try leader in equipment 

financing, has announced that company 
founder Gary Shivers will retire as chief 
executive officer effective Feb. 28.

Shivers founded Navitas in 2008 and, 
over the last 15 years, grew the company to 
more than $1.3 billion in assets, with new 
originations reaching a billion dollars per 
year. During his tenure, the company ex-
panded into multiple equipment verticals, 
including office equipment, commercial 
furniture, HVAC, franchise financing and 
titled vehicles. The company has 196 em-
ployees and has established a strong sales 
and service presence with eight locations 
nationwide. In February 2018, Navitas was 
acquired by United Community Banks, one 
of the largest full-service financial institu-
tions in the Southeast.

Shivers will remain a consultant to 
the board of United Community Bank 
and plans to stay active in the equipment 
financing industry.

Baptist Health names 
Katie Ensign to post

Katie Ensign has been 
named vice president of 
community investment and 
impact at Baptist Health. 
Ensign will succeed Mela-
nie Patz, who served in this 

role for more than eight years before she 
was chosen as the new CEO of United Way 
of Northeast Florida.

Beginning March 1, Ensign will lead 
Baptist Health’s efforts to improve the 
health of the community, contribute to the 
well-being of all community members, and 
eliminate health disparities through part-
nerships, civic involvement, responsible 
action and charitable service. 

Ensign has dedicated her career to serv-
ing not-for-profit organizations. She most 
recently served as the vice president of 
placemaking and administration at the Jes-
sie Ball duPont Fund in Jacksonville. Prior 
to joining the Jessie Ball duPont Fund in 
2010, she served as president and CEO of 
Florida Philanthropic Network and before 
that, as vice president of programs for the 
Nonprofit Center of Northeast Florida. 

Builders association installs Chris Wood 
as president

The Northeast Florida Builders Associa-
tion (NEFBA) installed its 2023 execu-

tive officers and board 
members on Jan. 23. Chris 
Wood of Riverside Homes 
will serve as the 79th 
president of the associa-
tion for the coming year. 
Wood was presented with 
the gavel, representing the 

association’s highest office of leadership, 
by his father and longtime association 
member, Rick Wood. 

“The legacy of NEFBA is built on 79 
years of industry leadership,” Wood said. 
“This association has provided support and 
a collective voice for the home building 
industry in Northeast Florida. I am humbly 
honored to serve as president for the com-
ing year and look forward to working with 
our board and members to extend NEFBA’s 
contribution to the community.”

McLaughlin named to Morgan Stanley 
President’s Club

Morgan Stanley has announced that 
John McLaughlin, an executive director, 
financial advisor in its Wealth Manage-
ment office in Ponte Vedra Beach, has 
been named to the firm’s President’s Club, 
an elite group composed of the firm’s top 
financial advisors. The appointment recog-
nizes McLaughlin’s consistent creativity 
and excellence in providing a wide range 
of investment products and wealth manage-

ment services to his clients.
McLaughlin, who has been with Morgan 

Stanley Wealth Management since 2011, is 
a native of Columbia, South Carolina. He 
holds a bachelor’s degree from the Univer-
sity of South Carolina. He currently lives in 
Ponte Vedra Beach with his family. 

TPC Sawgrass welcomes 
new executive chef

TPC Sawgrass, home of 
THE PLAYERS Champi-
onship, has welcomed its 
new executive chef, Matt 
Voskuil. With nearly three 
decades of experience, 

Voskuil will be responsible for manag-
ing the culinary operations for the entire 
property. 

A native of Wisconsin, Voskuil joins 
TPC Sawgrass most recently from the 
Ocean House in Rhode Island where he 
served as the group executive chef since 
2019. His prior experience includes lead-
ing culinary teams at The Chanler at Cliff 
Walk, The Venetian Resort, Aria Las Vegas 
and Bellagio, as well as being a part of 
the opening team for Joël Robuchon at 
the Mansion in MGM Grand, the first and 
only three-Michelin Star restaurant in Las 
Vegas.

— Compiled by Shaun Ryan

Benchmarks of Success

Gary Shivers

Katie Ensign Chris Wood

Matt Voskuil

Rob Hooper Jr. Johnnie Greene Sean Gresham Tali Hooper James Crichlow

Atlantic Logistics to exhibit at trade show in Las Vegas
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904.858.9818 
OPEN 24 HOURS!

DUI  DEFENSE

KNOW BEFORE YOU BLOW.
ALL DUI CASES INCLUDING:

DUI Manslaughter, Boating Under the Influence

GENERAL CRIMINAL DEFENSE MATTERS INCLUDING:
Driving While License Suspended, Drug Charges - 

including Trafficking, Assaults/Batteries

LICENSED IN  FEDERAL AND STATE COURT

Hablamos Español!KNOWB4UBLOW!

www.KNOWBEFOREYOUBLOW.com

Call or text us at

Community Hospice Foundation 
names new board members

New members were recently elected 
to the Community Hospice Foundation 
Board of Directors.

The Community Hospice Foundation, 
which is governed by a separate board, 
generates philanthropic and community 
support for patient care services, fam-
ily needs and community programs. 
The foundation is also the main source 
of funding for Community PedsCare, a 
nationally recognized pediatric pallia-
tive and hospice program that provides 
life-changing services to more than 235 
patients and their families each day.

Community Hospice Foundation is ded-
icated to advancing philanthropy to enable 
Community Hospice & Palliative Care 
to fulfill its mission and vision. Funds 
raised through the foundation enhance the 
quality of life for patients and families 
and support unfunded and underfunded 
patient care, outreach programs and 
services for those facing advanced illness 
and grief. Its donors make it possible to 
continue to provide community programs 
and compassionate care to all who need it, 
regardless of their ability to pay. 

Members of the board of directors serve 
a three-year term and can be re-elected for 
two additional three-year terms.

The Community Hospice Foundation’s 
new Board Members include:

• Jennifer Cleek is a project manager 
at MMI Inc., a robotics company dedi-
cated to improving clinical outcomes for 
patients undergoing microsurgery. She 
and her husband Brian live in Ponte Vedra 
Beach with their three boys, Wyatt, Hud-
son and Theodore. She is president of the 
PTO at Ponte Vedra Rawlings Elementary 
School, volunteer basketball coach at the 
Ponte Vedra YMCA and assistant girls’ 
basketball coach at Bolles.

• Lou Caldropoli recently retired from 
Swisher International where he worked 
for more than 27 years. At Swisher, he 
held numerous positions, including his 
last role as chief operations officer. He is 
a member of the St. Johns County Police 
Athletic League Board and the Finance 

Council of the Diocese of St. Augustine. 
He and his wife, Lina, have four children 
and four grandchildren.

• Neill Lasher is a Realtor at Berkshire 
Hathaway Florida Network Realty and a 
lifelong resident of Jacksonville and Ponte 
Vedra Beach. She is a mother to Wyatt, 
and twins Lawton and Harbor. She is 
involved in the community as a member 
of the Development Council at Wolfson 
Children’s Hospital and Baptist Founda-
tion, as well as a committee member and 
former chair for the Wolfson Children’s 
Challenge and co-chair for Halloween 
Doors & More. 

• Pamela Steitz, who moved to Ponte 
Vedra Beach in 2000, is married to Bill 
with their three children Nicholas, Kevin 
and Alexa. She has worked in a multi-
tude of volunteer capacities, including 
Community Hospice in 2005 during the 
inaugural year of Halloween Doors & 
More, Women’s Leadership Council and 
Community PedsCare Respite Center 
Feasibility Study. She recently hosted an 
event where she raised more than $75,000 
for the Community Hospice music 
therapy program. 

• Bret Catto is the vice president and 
general sales manager for Tom Nehl 
Truck Co. and oversees the new and used 
truck sales and the leasing division. He 
lives in Jacksonville with his wife, Susie, 
and their sons, Thomas and Matthew.

• Nancy Latinberg, a Jacksonville na-
tive, has raised her four children with her 
husband Richard. She volunteers with 
several local nonprofits using her exper-
tise in public relations and event plan-
ning from her past career. She became 
active with Community Hospice during 
the inaugural Halloween Doors & More, 
joining the Community Advisory Board 
shortly thereafter. She developed the Teen 
Advisory Board, where members act as 
ambassadors to raise awareness and funds 
for the Community PedsCare program. 
She has also served as grant chair and 
president of the Women’s Leadership 
council.

Vested Metals to host first 
charity golf tournament

Vested Metals International, a spe-
cialty metals and steels supplier based 
in St. Augustine, will host its first char-
ity golf tournament in honor of their 
colleague and friend who passed away, 
John Mark Leach.

The tournament will take place at the 
newly-renovated St. Johns County Golf 
Club on March 13. With a love and 
deep connection to the game, Vested 
Metals hopes the tournament will ad-
vance their goal of raising and donating 
$1 million to local charities over the 
next 10 years.

“It is important to us that we foster a 
culture that is passionate about service 
and economic development beyond our 
walls,” said Viv Helwig, president and 
founder of Vested Metals. “Fundraising 
through a golf tournament is very fit-
ting for our company. If it weren’t for 
connections made through golf, Vested 
Metals International wouldn’t be here 
today.”

Helwig met Eric Lamm, an execu-
tive in the steel industry, through Steve 
Voguit. Voguit was both a former 
Flagler College professor of Helwig’s 
and a former high school teacher and 
golf coach of Lamm’s. Some 25 years 
after Lamm’s high school graduation, 
he reconnected by chance with Voguit 
at the Slammer & Squire Golf Course. 
Upon learning Lamm was looking to 

hire in Florida, Voguit introduced him 
to Helwig and the rest was history. 

Beneficiaries of this year’s event in-
clude: THE PLAYERS Championship 
Boys & Girls Club, Flagler College 
Cares: Emergency Relief Fund, St. 
John’s Housing Partnership, Fellow-
ship of Christian Athletes, Flagler 
Health Care Foundation, and Adaptive 
Dance Superstars.

The First Annual Vested Metals 
Charity Golf Tournament will take 
place March 13 at St. Johns Country 
Golf Club, 4900 Cypress Links Blvd., 
Elkton. The event will kick off at 1 
p.m. with a shotgun start. The 18-hole, 
four-person scramble features the 
chance to win a car with a “Hole-in-
One,” a Longest Drive contest, and 
complimentary on-course snacks and 
beverages.

At 6 p.m., there will be a post-event 
reception to announce the winners, 
present contest prizes, recognize the 
beneficiaries and honor the Leach 
Family.

Tickets can be purchased at vested-
metals.net/golf.

Email golf@vestedmetals.net for 
sponsorship information. Sponsorship 
opportunities range from a single ticket 
to packages for 2-4 players. Donations 
are also welcome for those who cannot 
attend.

Contributed photo
The inaugural Vested Metals Golf Tournament will be held March 13 at the newly re-
opened St. Johns Country Golf Club.
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By Anthony Richards

Peace of Heart Community is a lo-
cal nonprofit that is changing the way 
dealing with autism is viewed by giving 
families an alternative option.

That option includes helping grow 
vegetables and tend to animals on a 
farm, which has been going on for seven 
years strong.

However, Peace of Heart is also a 
residential group home and has a day 
program for those with autism.

The group home is in its fifth year, 
while the enrichment program is in its 
third year, which shows the continued 
growth the nonprofit has made since 

Howard and Amy Groshell came up 
with the revolutionary idea years ago.

According to Amy Groshell, the idea 
was inspired by their daughter who has 
autism and after she spent some time in 
another group home on the First Coast, 
they realized they wanted her closer to 
home.

That is when they decided to purchase 
the three and a half acres of land and 
create their nonprofit located at 14A S. 
Roscoe Blvd. in Ponte Vedra Beach.

“It was such a beautiful piece of land 
that had not been developed before,” 
Amy Groshell said.

Since the garden was established, the 
produce grown is sold to the community 
with all the proceeds used to help sup-
port the charity as a whole.

“During COVID we got so many calls 
from parents asking if they could come 
out with their children and tour the 
property,” Amy Groshell said. “It was 
so hard for them as parents to just sit at 
home watching their kids do nothing.”

Peace of Heart really focuses on those 
with autism that are in their 20s and 
have aged out of school.

Nothing is far from what those in-
volved with Peace of Heart Community 
are doing. As they plant, grow, weed 
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JDRF's mission is to improve lives today and tomorrow by
accelerating life-changing breakthroughs to cure, prevent and

treat type 1 diabetes (T1D) and its complications.
 

One Walk sponsorship opportunities are available! 
Contact Colleen Morris, CMorris@jdrf.org for more information!

AprilApril

22
One Walk JacksonvilleOne Walk Jacksonville
University of North Florida,University of North Florida,
J.B. Coxwell AmphitheaterJ.B. Coxwell Amphitheater

Those with 
autism find 

‘meaning’ at 
Peace of Heart 

Community

COMMUNITY continues on Page 19

Photos courtesy of Peace of Heart Community
Several vegetables are grown in the garden throughout the year.

 Peace of Heart Community started its 
enrichment program three years ago.



and water soil as part of the garden’s 
maintenance.

“They do everything our staff does,” 
Amy Groshell said. “Everyone talks 
about all the things those with autism 
can’t do, but we’re proving that there is 
so much more they can and are doing.”

According to Amy Groshell, 80% of 
those working in the garden are accom-
panied by a parent but there are some 
who have high-functioning forms of 
autism and take part on their own.

One of the main benefits she has seen 
through their methods is the physical fit-
ness that all those involved are getting.

“These kids never really get to be on 
a sports team, so coordination skills are 
really something that needs work,” Amy 
Groshell said. “Some kids come out 
and can’t lift a shovel at first, but in a 
couple of weeks they are doing all kinds 
of things. For you or I, we take those 
things for granted.”

The confidence gained by those in the 
program is also something that always 
puts a smile on her face.

The ability to see everything come 
full circle by growing the produce and 
then selling it to the public makes them 
feel a deeper part of their community.

“For the first time in their life they are 
doing something that others are ben-

efiting from,” Amy Groshell said. “It’s 
meaningful for them to be on the other 
side of things instead of always being 
the ones receiving the help.”

There are currently two with autism 
that are paid employees and part of the 
full-time staff at Peace of Heart, and it 
is a number she hopes to see increase in 
the future.

To help combat the hot summers in 
the garden in Florida the nonprofit’s lat-
est project is their enrichment pavilion, 
which will have a full kitchen and air 
conditioning once completed. Donations 
to help pay for the construction costs are 
needed.

Many of the volunteers Peace of 
Heart gets are high school students in 
search of community service hours for 
when they apply for scholarships and 
college.

Not only has there been interest from 
individuals, but local businesses have 
also reached out wanting to get involved 
and help the initiative in some way.

“The impact within the community 
has been even bigger than we expected 
when we first started,” Amy Groshell 
said.

Large groups of volunteers are wel-
come from 9 a.m. to noon on Saturdays.

Anyone wanting to volunteer or do-
nate can go to pohc.org and click on the 
“get involved” tab. Waiver forms can be 
filled out either online or on site.
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If you need a ride or other services  
specific to seniors who live at the BEACH

Beaches Council on Aging

Call Beaches Council on Aging!

Are you no longer able to drive?

(904) 246-1477
Our Dial A Ride program offers  

door to door transportation in our  
12 passenger vans with wheelchair lifts  

for doctor appointments,  
pharmacies, grocery shopping 

and more. 
BEACHES COUNCIL ON AGING, INC.  

EIN#59-2085222 NOT FOR PROFIT ORGANIZATION

to learn 
more!

HELP LOCAL  
CHILDREN 

THRIVE

Please Donate

By Supporting Daniel Today

Due to abuse, neglect or serious emotional 
issues, many local children don’t have the stable 
ground and nourishment necessary to grow into 
healthy, happy adults. Daniel’s experienced team 
can provide the support and tools they need to 
flourish, but we need your help.

YOUR DONATION CAN 
• supply counseling for abused children
• connect neglected children with foster families
• provide homeless teens with shelter and support
• strengthen and reunify high-risk families

Community
Continued from 18

Photo courtesy of Peace of Heart Community
Peace of Heart Community is a nonprofit in Ponte Vedra Beach that helps those with autism by 
having them help tend to a garden. 



Ponte Vedra Recorder · February 16, 202320   GIFT OF GIVING/NONPROFIT GUIDE

Love Me True Rescue’s 
mission evident in 

Ducky’s story
Local nonprofit asking 
for donations to help 

with medical costs

By Anthony Richards
There are many cats that owe their 

lives to all those involved with the Ponte 
Vedra Beach nonprofit Love Me True 
Rescue, Inc.

The latest of these stories is that of 
Ducky, a cat that was recently rescued 
and cared for after he was found among 
a group of ducks, which is also how his 
name came about.

When he was found, he had a terrible 
odor and pus was coming from one of his 
legs, which had a severe bone infection.

He was admitted ton animal hospital 
and placed in a hyperbaric chamber and 
given antibiotics to help fight the infec-
tion and in the hopes of making the 
recovery process as quick as possible so 
that Ducky no longer has to go through 

the pain he has been facing.
X-rays also found that he had several 

rocks in his stomach.
Dr. Hugh McClelland of Durbin Creek 

Animal Hospital and Dr. Louis Mack of 
Palm Valley Veterinary Center played 
vital roles in helping Ducky recover from 
all the adversity he was faced with.

Love Me True continues to post 
updates about Ducky on their Facebook 
page and all signs are that he has been 
responding well to the treatments.

However, it is still too early in the 
process for doctors to know if his leg will 
properly heal and be able to be saved or if 
he will eventually require an amputation.

Once his antibiotics course is com-
pleted more bloodwork and x-rays will be 
done to more about his status.

In the meantime, he continues to be 
taken care of by all sides, as the staff at 
Palm Valley Veterinary Center and his 
new foster family continue to watch over 

DUCKY’S  continues on Page 21

Photo courtesy of Love Me True Rescue, Inc.
Ducky prepares to enter a hyperbaric chamber after Love Me True Rescue, Inc. found him 
among a group of ducks starving and with a broken leg.
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Thank you to everyone who attended & supported the Furyk Foundation Concert presented by SRS Distribution and 
Constellation FURYK & FRIENDS presented by Circle K! All proceeds from the concert & tournament have helped us to generate 

more than $2.5 MILLION in charitable impact since 2021!
 

Your donations and proceeds have supported Family Links, Operation Shower, Blessings in a Backpack, Wolfson Children's Hospital, MaliVai Washington Youth Foundation, 
First Tee of North Florida, Beaches Habitat for Humanity, Jacksonville Humane Society, St. Johns Riverkeeper, Hope for the Holidays and many more!

 

JOIN US OCTOBER 2-8, 2023!

constellationfurykandfriends.com

him on a daily basis.
Love Me True continues to ask 

for donations from the com-
munity to help pay for Ducky’s 
ongoing medical costs.

Ducky’s story is just the latest 
in how nonprofits like Love Me 
True can make an impact by sav-
ing the lives of animals in need 
of assistance but without a home.

The mission of rescuing and 
rehabilitating cats from similar 
situations continues to be an 
ongoing issue and Love Me True 
plays a vital part in hopefully 
lessening the issue in the future.

Anyone interested in donat-
ing or getting involved with 
Love Me True and its mission 
can donate by going to loveme-
truerescue.com or going to their 
Facebook page and clicking on 
the “donate” button at the top of 
the page.

Donations and inquiries can 
also be emailed to lovemetrueres-
cue@gmail.com.

The Love Me True Rescue 
is located at 5150 Palm Valley 
Road, Suites 402 and 403 in 
Ponte Vedra Beach.

Ducky’s
Continued from 20

Photos courtesy of Love Me True Rescue, Inc.
Ducky watches through the window of a 
hyperbaric chamber. 

X-rays found Ducky had several rocks in his 
stomach.

The cookies have arrived

Photos courtesy of Girl Scouts of Gateway Council
The Girl Scouts of Gateway Council held its annual mega drop at various locations through-
out the First Coast, with St. Johns County’s being at Menendez High School Feb. 4.

The mega drop is when girl scouts pick up the cookies that they will begin selling.
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Throughout nearly 77 years of continuous excellence, we’ve 
learned many things. Importantly, that by working together, with 
an unwavering commitment to our mission, we’ll ensure an even 
brighter future for our community’s seniors.

An Even Brighter Future

A not-for-profit agency sponsored by the organized Jacksonville Jewish community.

Request River Garden 
RiverGarden.org  |  (904) 260.1818

27th Annual Golf Classic
April 19, 2023

Deerwood Country Club 

Save these Dates
Birdies for Charity is a fundraising program off ered by 
THE PLAYERS Championship. Before March 8, enter 
your donation and guess the number of birdies you 
think will be made at THE PLAYERS 2023. The closest 
guess will receive a chance to win $10,000, and River 
Garden will also receive a gift from the program. 

Questions? 
Call 904.886.7763 or 
email gmargol@rivergarden.org
birdiesforcharityplayerschampionship.com/donation

We proudly welcome back our title sponsor 

Soiree to help 
Catholic Charities 

feed families
Catholic Charities Jacksonville will host 

its Black & White Soiree from 6 to 9 p.m. 
Saturday, March 11, 2023. The event will 
be held at TIAA Bank Field’s Lower East 
Club, and all are welcome to attend. The 
evening will include a cocktail reception 
with heavy hors d’oeuvres and an evening 
of dancing to live music from The Bay 
Kings Band.

The Black & White Soiree will benefit 
Catholic Charities’ Feed A Family initia-
tive – a yearly push to sustain and expand 
the agency’s hunger programs, which help 

thousands of families in need. Tickets to the 
event are on sale now until Feb. 24. Those 
wanting to attend can purchase tickets on-
line at ccbjax.org/blackandwhitesoiree.

RSM donates $384K to INK! 
through Birdies Fore Love

RSM US LLP (“RSM”), the nation’s 
leading provider of audit, tax and consult-
ing services focused on the middle market, 
continues to support the Northeast Florida 
community with the charitable giving 
initiative Birdies Fore Love and the RSM 
Foundation.

The company’s 2022 milestone dona-
tion of $384,461 will benefit the St. Johns 
Education Foundation, Inc. which operates 
as Investing in Kids (INK!)

In 2021, RSM donated $351,721 to INK!, 
and in 2020, the donation was $303,003 
as part of Birdies Fore Love, a nationwide 
fundraising campaign related to The RSM 
Classic, a PGA TOUR event. 

“At RSM, we have selected INK! as our 
local beneficiary,” said Mike Vergo, office 
leader in Northeast Florida. “The company 
has a firm commitment to help educate 
young people as future business leaders. 
In addition to Birdies Fore Love, our local 
team volunteers with the nonprofit’s Tools 4 
Schools classroom supply initiative where 
we help teachers get the classroom re-
sources they need. We are enthusiastic INK! 
cheerleaders,” he said.

According to Donna Lueders, INK!’s 
executive director, the organization leads 

efforts to directly benefit educators and 
students in the St. Johns County School 
District with a mission to provide innova-
tive programs and classroom resources.

“We are very grateful to receive this 
record-breaking gift from RSM to promote 
the academic success of St. Johns County 
students through our programs and ser-
vices,” she said. 

RSM supports the 88 cities nationwide 
and in Canada, where its employees, part-
ners and principals live and work through 
ongoing volunteer activities and fundraising 
efforts. These efforts include Birdies Fore 
Love, a nationwide fundraising initiative 
related to The RSM Classic, a PGA TOUR 
tournament event for which RSM is the title 
sponsor.

During the past 12 years, RSM has 
donated $32 million to national and local 
charitable organizations that support youth 
in the areas of education, hunger, housing 
and health. Each charity benefits from the 
funds raised locally by employees, clients, 
family and friends. With a match from the 
RSM US Foundation, the firm will give 
$6.7 million directly to deserving charities 
designated by RSM offices in 2022 through 
Birdies Fore Love.

Contributed photo

Photo provided by Investing in Kids (INK!)
RSM local office leaders and INK! staff and board members from St. Johns County gather for a 
donation of $384,461 from RSM through Birdies Fore Love.
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Donate to Make a Difference 
 
Helping the most vulnerable in our community is as easy as 
giving to Catholic Charities Jacksonville where 92% of every 
donation goes directly to those we serve.  With your support, 
we can transform lives by providing:

Please donate or volunteer today! 
ccbjax.org  |  904.224.0083

Get Your Tickets Today at ccbjax.org/blackandwhitesoiree

• Hunger Relief 

• Emergency Financial   
 Assistance 

• Refugee Resettlement 

• Immigration Legal Services 

• Summer Camp for People 
 with Intellectual and    
	 Developmental	Differences	

GIVE THE GIFT OF 
TRANSFORMATION

Another way to help is by attending the 
Black & White Soiree on March 11, which 
supports our Feed A Family initiative.

and Support Homeless 

 
Youth in St. Johns CountyPROCEEDS TO BENEFIT

PORT IN
 T

HE
 S

TO
RM

Monday, March 6th   

Rain Date March 7th

At Fiesta Falls Miniature Golf

Cost: $50 pp or $200 per foursome
Flight 1 – 10am to 1pm

Flight 2 – 1pm to 4pm with awards ceremony
Register with your credit card online at bidpal.net/minigolf2023  

PROCEEDS
 BENEFIT

 

Port in the Storm provides shelter and resources  

for homeless youth in St. Johns County. 

Sontag Foundation celebrates progress in fighting brain cancer
Brain cancer researchers, area 

nonprofits receive grants
The Sontag Foundation hosted its 20th an-

niversary celebration dinner Feb. 7 at TPC 
Sawgrass as part of its annual scientific retreat, 
Feb. 6-9.

The event celebrated the Sontag family’s com-
mitment to donating an additional $100 million 
to advance the foundation’s mission: eradicating 
brain cancer and helping people navigate brain 
tumor diagnoses, overcome treatment obstacles 
and gain access to quality health care.

In 2014, the Sontags also established The 
Brain Tumor Network to provide free navigation 
services for those with a brain tumor.

At the Feb. 7 event, 10 brain cancer research-
ers were honored with $100,000 grants to sup-
port their research. Also, 15 Northeast Florida 
nonprofits were honored with a $10,000 grant 
apiece to support the services they provide, 
bringing the total over the years to $10 million.

The keynote speaker was Dr. Alfredo 
Quinones-Hinojosa, chair of the Department 
of Neurologic Surgery and dean of research at 
Mayo Clinic, Jacksonville. He spoke on bridg-
ing the disparity of health care delivery through 
his nonprofit, mission:brain. (See missionbrain.
org.)

To learn more about the foundation, go to 
sontagfoundation.org. To learn about The Brain 
Tumor Network, go to braintumornetwork.org. Sontag Foundation 20th anniversary celebration dinner attendees gather at TPC Sawgrass for a photo.

Rick Sontag, co-founder of the Sontag Foundation with his 
wife, the late Susan Sontag, congratulates Operation New Hope 
Executive Director Reggie Fullwood, whose organization received 
a $10,000 grant.

Contributed photos
Rick Sontag speaks to attendees of his foundation’s 20th 
anniversary celebration dinner on Feb. 7.
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Learn more @ CHSFL.org

Do
Good.
We believe in the potential of every child and
family. We believe children and families are
stronger than the odds stacked against them.
We know, together, we can create opportunities
that bring brighter futures.
 
Will you join us?

Since our founding in Jacksonville
in 1902, we've lived  to

I've lived in the Jacksonville area most of my
adult life. I know there are many worthy
organizations vying for donations this time of
year, but I can personally attest to the fact
that Children's Home Society of Florida is
among the best and worthy.

 
CHS Regional Board
Member and Ponte
Vedra resident

CHILDREN'S HOME SOCIETY OF FLORIDA, REGISTRATION #CH180, IS REGISTERED WITH THE STATE UNDER THE SOLICITATION OF CONTRIBUTIONS ACT.  A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION
AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE DIVISION OF CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLING TOLL-FREE (800-435-7352) WITHIN THE STATE OR BY VISITING
WWW.800HELPFLA.COM. REGISTRATION DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL OR RECOMMENDATION BY THE STATE.

David Leininger

Or join us at an upcoming event:

Caring Chefs
October 8, 2023 at the Glass
Factory in Jacksonville

An Evening of Taste
May 6, 2023 in Jacksonville



Beaches Fine Arts Series continues to 
celebrate its 50th anniversary season with 
the newly formed ESPRESSIVO! Piano 
Quartet giving its inaugural concert at 7:30 
p.m. Friday, Feb. 24, at St. Paul’s by-the-
Sea Episcopal Church, 465 11th Ave. N., 
Jacksonville Beach.

The concert is free. Doors open at 6:45 
p.m. and seating is first come, first served. 
A reception follows with an art exhibit by 
Elena Øhlander.

Three of the members of ESPRES-
SIVO! are familiar to local audiences. 
Jaime Laredo, violin, and Sharon Robinson, 
cello, have appeared in the Beaches Fine 
Arts Series three times in its history as the 
Kalichstein Laredo Robinson Trio.

When pianist Joseph Kalichstein died in 
March 2022 they decided to dedicate their 
season of music to his memory. Recently, 
they joined with Anna Polonsky on piano 
and Milena Pajaro-von de Stadt on viola to 
form the new quartet. 

Milena Pajaro-von de Stadt has appeared 
twice in the series as a member of the 
Dover Quartet.

The quartet will perform works by Mo-
zart and Brahms.

Meet the performers
Pianist Anna Polonsky is widely in de-

mand as a soloist and chamber musician.
She has toured extensively throughout 

the United States, Europe and Asia. Major 
projects include participating in the Euro-
pean Broadcasting Union’s recording of 
all Mozart’s keyboard sonatas, and a solo 
recital at Carnegie Hall’s Stern Auditorium 
inaugurating the Emerson Quartet’s Per-
spectives Series.

At the age of 7, she made her solo piano 
debut at the Special Central Music School 
in Moscow. She emigrated to the United 
States in 1990. She earned her master’s 
degree from the Juilliard School.

For over six decades, Jaime Laredo has 
excelled in the roles of soloist, conductor, 

recitalist, pedagogue and chamber musi-
cian. Since his orchestral debut at the age 
of 11 with the San Francisco Symphony, 
he has won the admiration and respect of 
audiences, critics and fellow musicians with 
passionate and polished performances.

Laredo has recorded nearly 100 discs, 
including a Grammy Award-winning disc of 
Brahms Piano Quartets with Emanuel Ax, 
Isaac Stern and Yo-Yo Ma. 

Laredo’s stewardship of the New York 
String Orchestra Seminar at Carnegie Hall 
and the International Violin Competition of 
Indianapolis are educational pillars of the 
musical community.

Milena Pajaro-van de Stadt has estab-
lished herself as one of the most sought-
after violists of her generation. She has 
performed as orchestra soloist, in recitals 
and chamber-music concerts throughout the 
United States, Latin America, Europe and 
Asia, including an acclaimed 2011 debut 
recital at London’s Wigmore Hall.

She was the founding violist of the Dover 
Quartet and played in the group from 2008 
to 2022. At that time, the Dover Quartet 
was the winner of multiple awards at the 
2013 Banff International String Quartet 

Competition and 2010 Fischoff Chamber 
Music Competition.

Cellist Sharon Robinson is recognized 
worldwide as a consummate artist and one 
of the most outstanding musicians of our 
time. 

She divides her time between teaching 
and performing. She serves as co-artistic di-
rector to several prestigious chamber series 
across the United States and established the 
Cleveland Chapter of Music for Food.

Highly sought after for her dynamic mas-
ter classes, she brings insight to her teach-
ing from the combination of her lifetime 
experiences as a member of the Houston 

Symphony Orchestra, Duke University’s 
Ciompi String Quartet and the Kalichstein‐
Laredo‐Robinson Trio, plus countless solo 
performances.

Elena Øhlander of Jacksonville is a visual 
artist and muralist. She earned her BFA in 
photography from The Art Institute of Jack-
sonville in 2014 and is pursuing her MFA in 
painting and drawing from the University 
of Florida. 

For information about Beaches Fine Arts 
concerts, go to beachesfinearts.org.

For information about ESPRESSIVO!, 
go to espressivoquartet.com.
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Beaches Fine Arts Series to 
feature newly formed quartet

Contributed photos
ESPRESSIVO! Piano Quartet will perform Feb. 24 at St. Paul’s by-the-Sea Episcopal Church as part of the Beaches Fine Arts Series. Members of the 
quartet are Sharon Robinson, Jaime Laredo, Anna Polonsky and Milena Pajaro-van de Stadt.



A vibrant, semi-permanent mural by 
nationally renowned public artist Ansley 
Randall, located at the intersection of 
San Marco Boulevard and Nira Street, 
Jacksonville, will be dedicated at noon 
Thursday, Feb. 16.

The project was initiated by District 5 
City Council Member LeAnna Cumber 
and made possible by the city’s public 
works crosswalk revitalization funding 
to complement asphalt crack repair and 
pavement coating work conducted by 
1st Choice Engineering Construction & 
Development.

Randall’s untitled design was in-
formed by the local community to 
reinforce the neighborhood’s identity 
and place while also brightening the 
pedestrian and driver experience.

She led the implementation over four 
days between the hours of 7 p.m. and 6 
a.m. in early January. The 47-by-48-foot 
artwork is projected to remain for three 
years subject to traffic volume. 

Randall, an artist based in Atlantic 
Beach, has been instrumental in cham-
pioning designs reflecting Jacksonville 
neighborhoods. In 2017, she founded Jax 
Is Rad, a platform that highlights Jack-
sonville artists, musicians and businesses 
that contribute to the cultural identity 
of the city. While accomplished here lo-
cally, Randall’s murals also enliven other 
major international metropolitan cities 
such as Miami, New York and Bristol in 
the United Kingdom.

“We are delighted to engage a broad 
audience of all ages through Ansley’s 

vibrant artistry and are grateful for our 
partnership with the City of Jackson-
ville, which supported infusing public 
art into improvements that enhance the 
safety and walkability of the San Marco 
intersection,” said Cultural Council Ex-

ecutive Director Diana Donovan.
The dedication will take place at noon 

in Conference Room 3B at Baptist MD 
Anderson Cancer Center, located at 
1301 Palm Ave. near the new public art. 
Parking is available on level 3 or 4 of 
Parking Garage P4, accessible off Gary 
Street or Palm Avenue. 

Randall began her career at Flagler 
College studying graphic design and fine 
art. Drawing inspiration from her imme-
diate environment, textiles and fashion, 
her murals are often characterized by 
bright colors and mid-century-inspired 
shapes culminating in retro pieces de-
signed to bring joy to those who experi-
ence them. Learn more at ansleyrandall.
com.

The Cultural Council of Greater Jack-
sonville aims to enrich life in Northeast 
Florida by investing in Arts and Culture. 
Founded 50 years ago, the Cultural 
Council operates as a private, not-for-
profit, 501(c)(3) organization staffed by 
professionals and governed by a vol-
unteer board of directors. It provides a 
range of services to ignite the creative 
economy and to address the ever-chang-
ing needs of the arts and cultural sector 
and broader community.

Learn more at culturalcouncil.org. 
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Film to explore the subject of fear

Mural in Jacksonville to be dedicated

A screening of Australian filmmaker 
Bill Bennett’s new movie, “Facing 
Fear,” will be held at 2 p.m. Saturday, 
Feb. 18, at Flagler College’s Ringhaver 
Student Center, 50 Sevilla St.

Bennett is the writer, producer and 
director. Joining him will be Michael 
Sandler, author, speaker, coach and 
co-creator of the School of Mystics, and 
AWE, the Automatic Writing Experi-
ence, who is also in the film.

Bennett and Sandler will remain after 
the premiere for a Q&A session with 
the audience.

Bennett has made 16 feature films 
and several documentaries. His work 
has been recognized with two Austra-
lian Film Institute Awards (Australia’s 

Oscars) for Best Film and Best Direc-
tor. He has won two Logies (Australia’s 
Emmy) for Most Outstanding Docu-
mentary in television.

Two of Bennett’s feature films were 
in official selection at the Cannes 
Film Festival and four of his feature 
films have been in official selection at 
Toronto. He has won numerous Best 
Picture awards internationally. 

Recently, he wrote, produced and 
directed a theatrical documentary on 
fear called “Facing Fear.” The film is 
currently in cinemas across the United 
States and is a follow-up to his highly 
acclaimed film on intuition called “PGS 
— Intuition is your Personal Guidance 
System,” which screened to sell-out 

crowds in 2018.
“Facing Fear” is the second in a 

series of five films proposed by Ben-
nett, followed by a film on Hope, then 
one on Love. The last film will explore 
death. 

While making “PGS — Intuition is 
your Personal Guidance System,” Ben-
nett realized that fear was the greatest 
inhibitor to intuition and began to ask 
himself what is fear and how does it 
work? And do we really need fear?

“I started out my journey choked with 
fear, now I’m no longer afraid,” Ben-
nett said.

Bennett sought out experts in fear 
management in a desire to understand 
how fear worked and how to best man-

age it. Through insightful interviews 
with Dr. Joe Dispenza, Michael Sandler, 
Dr. Bruce Lipton, Caroline Myss, Paul 
Selig, Lee Carroll (Kryon), James Van 
Praagh, Foster Gamble, Sister Jenna, 
Michael Tamura and Judith Richards, 
to name a few, Bennett explores facing 
fear through scientific and spiritual con-
nections.

Sandler is a mystical teacher and the 
host of the “Inspire Nation Show,” a 
transformational, self-help, spiritually 
focused YouTube channel and podcast.

Sandler is a former pro-athlete and 
near lifelong meditation practitioner 
in which two near-death experiences 
transformed his life.
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P.A.St.A. Art Gallery elects new board
The Professional Artists of St. Augus-

tine (P.A.St.A.) Fine Art Gallery have 
announced the results of the elections for 
a new board of directors. The art co-op, 
founded in 1982 on 214 Charlotte St. is 
starting the new year with an extensive goal 
of enhancing the gallery’s brand and mis-
sion for local and regional artists. 

Valarie Pothier-Forrester was elected the 
P.A.St.A. Art Gallery’s new president. She 
received a bachelors degree in art education 
and a master of arts degree from the Uni-
versity of Florida. She took course work at 
Penland and John C. Campbell.

She worked several years at the Florida 
Museum of Natural History and wrote 
curriculum for the Harn Museum of Art 
during her years as an art teacher for the 
School Board of Alachua County. Her love 
of painting outdoors has led her to become 
an avid plein air painter, participating in all 
of the St. Augustine Art Association plein 
air events over the years. She exhibits her 
St. Augustine plein air paintings, her vivid 
alcohol ink paintings and scarves at the 
gallery.

Ginny LeJeune, the new vice president, 
served as the P.A.St.A. secretary on the 
previous board. With a passion for art, she 
studied art and graphic design. She founded 
Creative Design and Upholstery, a furniture 
and soft surrounding design company in the 
1990s. Combining her love of art and inte-
riors, and influenced by the late Jeremiah 
Goodman, an artist known for his paintings 

of famous interiors in an impressionist 
style, she began to paint interior paintings 
and selling her artwork. She shows her 
unique impressionist style of interiors, and 
has added a series of tonal landscapes to 
her work featured at the gallery.

Tina Minahan, the new gallery treasurer, 
can be found working a variety of local 
wood and turning it into beautiful bowls, 
plates and vessels. Her passion had always 
been woodworking, but it became seri-
ous in 2006 when she began working on a 
lathe. Sourcing her wood from local tree 
trimmers, neighbors, friends and lumber 
salvagers, she finds the beauty in the indi-
vidual wood piece and highlights it in the 
end result of a perfectly turned-out wood 
work of art. She continues to expand her 
skill and knowledge of woodcraft through 
workshops and woodturning symposiums.

Sheryl Sherwood has been elected as 
the new secretary for the gallery. She has 
worked with visually impaired students 
at the Florida School for the Deaf and the  
Blind in St. Augustine. Combining her ex-

perience teaching and her love of scripture, 
she has turned to clay as a way to express 
her artistic ambitions. Every pot is built one 
coil at a time, a conscious and meditative 
method. She fires using Raku or pit firing 
methods. Each pot expresses a message 
of faith, hope and love in its organic form, 
including movement, texture and carvings 
for visual and tactical appeal. All of her 
work includes a print/Braille card with an 

inspirational scripture.
The new board’s agenda includes in-

creasing community outreach and aware-
ness through its growing roster of artists.

“We are in the planning stages of creat-
ing a destination art gallery for tourists and 
locals alike, with planned events, work-
shops and working artists in the gallery,” 
said Pothier-Forrester.

Learn more at pastagalleryart.com.

Bartram Trail to stage ‘Matilda’

The Bartram Trail High School The-
atre Department will present “Matilda the 
Musical” Feb. 23 through 26 in the school’s 
auditorium, 7399 Longleaf Pine Pkwy., St. 
Johns.

Inspired by Roald Dahl’s beloved book, 
“Matilda” is a captivating masterpiece that 
revels in childhood innocence, imagination 
and friendship.

Performance dates and times are: 7 p.m. 
Thursday, Feb. 23; Friday, Feb. 24; and Sat-
urday, Feb. 25. And 2 p.m. Sunday, Feb. 26.

Admission is $15 for adults and $10 for 

students with a valid school ID.
All advanced tickets will be held at will 

call under the name of the patron who 
purchased the tickets online. Doors will 
open for seating 30 minutes before each 
performance. Seating is general admission, 
so plan accordingly.

Tickets will be available at the box office 
beginning one hour before each perfor-
mance. The box office will accept cash or 
checks only.

For ticket information, go to bit.
ly/3b9Vi1f.

Contributed photo
P.A.St.A. Fine Art Gallery regularly features local artists.
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DONNA Foundation 
celebrates the 16th running 

of Marathon Weekend 
The 16th DONNA Marathon Weekend 

concluded Feb. 5 with more than 5,000 
runners participating in person at events 
across the First Coast. Athletes from all 
50 states and 10 countries laced up for 
multiple competitive race events, Feb. 
3-5. 

In celebration of The DONNA Foun-
dation’s 20th anniversary year, par-
ticipants choosing to raise funds gener-
ated about $250,000 so far this year in 
support of the critical programs of the 
DONNA Foundation.

In addition to traditional fundraising 
efforts, five-time DONNA Marathon 
women’s champion Meaghan Murray-
Neuberger participated in this year’s 
event as the day’s “Charity Chaser.” 
Starting as the last participant on mara-
thon on Sunday, Murray-Neuberger set 
out to pass as many athletes as possible, 
raising $1 each time. By sprinting past 
2,760 participants, she raised $2,760 in 
partnership with PUMA.

This year’s marathon Sunday, which 
took runners through a redesigned dou-
ble-loop course across the Jacksonville 

Beaches, saw all new overall champions 
for its 16th running.

DONNA Marathon Weekend’s Sunday 
races, including the half marathon and 
sold out marathon events, extended 
through several First Coast communi-
ties, including Atlantic Beach, Neptune 
Beach and Jacksonville Beach. The start 
and finish line of both signature race 
events on Sunday was sponsored by 
Gilead Oncology. 

“DONNA Marathon Weekend is truly 
one-of-a-kind,” said Amanda Napoli-
tano, executive director of The DONNA 
Foundation. “As we celebrated the mile-
stone of 20 years of survivorship, impact 
and love over fear through The DONNA 
Foundation, and 16 years of our iconic 
races, we were able to reflect on where 
we are and how far we’ve come. We 
have celebrated with so many runners, 
walkers, survivors and spectators this 
weekend, and we know that while there 
will be more miles ahead, the destination 
is the same –– the end of breast cancer.”

Contributed photos
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Late comeback falls just short for 
Sharks in district championship

By Jim Moyes
Trailing by as many as 13 points in the 

second half, the Ponte Vedra Sharks boys 
basketball team put on a furious rally late 
but fell just one point short in their 48-47 
district championship loss to Oakleaf 
Feb. 10. 

“Our team showed a lot of grit in 
the second half,” said assistant coach 
Antwoin Conerly following the exciting 
contest.

 Nobody showed more grit than four-
year Ponte Vedra starter Nathan Bun-
kosky, who seemingly single-handily 
carried the Sharks to the near victory over 
a red hot Oakleaf team who is now an 
amazing 23-1 on the season.  

Playing with a heart as big as the center 
jump circle, the Ponte Vedra point guard 
left everything he had out on the court in 
the game’s final exciting minutes. 

In the final quarter alone, Bunkosky 
had six points, three rebounds, three 
steals and an assist that nearly propelled 
the Sharks to victory. 

However, it was an assist that he didn’t 
get credit for that might have been the 
turning point in the ball game.  

With the Sharks trailing by a point 
with just over a minute left in the game, 
Bunkosky stole the ball and delivered a 
perfect pass to a teammate, but unfortu-
nately the pass was fumbled and Oakleaf 
would take over possession.

Still, the Sharks and Bunkosky were 

not done as he scored on one of his 
patented driving layups to cut the deficit 
to one.  

The Sharks fouled with nine seconds 
remaining and Bunkosky pulled down 
the rebound and headed down court 
and passed the ball to Israel Nuhu near 
midcourt.

Nuhu and an opposing Knights’ player 
crashed into one another but there was no 
call as the ball went out of bounds with 
two seconds left on the clock, and the 
Sharks had their inbound pass deflected 
and the Knights survived.

The Sharks outscored the visiting 
Knights in every quarter but one, the 
second quarter, but that one quarter surely 
contributed to the defeat.  

Trailing 14-8 after the first quarter, the 
Knights came out with their guns blazing 
and went on a 11-0 run, with nine of their 
points coming on three 3-pointers. 

When the two-teams headed to their 
locker rooms at halftime the Knights had 
outscored the Sharks 20-6 in the second 
quarter to lead 29-20 at the break.

The Sharks played more than five min-
utes without top scorer Nuhu on the floor 
in the third quarter who had picked up his 
third foul.

Nuhu returned with less than two 
seconds left in the quarter and scored on 
a set out of bounds play on a perfect pass 
from Bunkosky to close the gap, 42-34.  

Needing a spark, head coach Ben Wil-

son inserted sophomore David Sanchez-
Berrera into the lineup.  

Playing with a heavy heart after the 
recent passing of his father, Berrera came 
through with three free throws, a couple 
of offensive rebounds and some solid 
defense in the second half.

Bunkosky finished his heroics on the 
night with a game-high 18 points, eight 
rebounds, six assists and five steals. 

His five steals moved Bunkosky into 

a tie for first in career steals with former 
Sharks point guard Jackson Johnson, now 
the current head coach of Newman Prep 
in Boston.  

Although the Sharks did not become 
district champions, their season has 
not come to a close, as they will go on 
the road to face Wiregrass Ranch High 
School down in Wesley Chapel in the 
first round of the FHSAA Class 6A state 
tournament.

Photo courtesy of Ponte Vedra High boys basketball
The Ponte Vedra Sharks will go on the road to play Wiregrass Ranch High in the first round of 
the state tournament after finishing as district runner-up.

THE PLAYERS Profiles: Jordan Spieth, Will Zalatoris, Adam Scott
With less than three weeks to go until the strongest 

field in golf reconvenes at TPC Sawgrass, THE PLAY-
ERS Championship will profile three players each week 
to highlight the biggest storylines and set the stage for 
the 2023 championship. Jordan Spieth, Will Zalatoris 
and Adam Scott will be among those who arrive at THE 
PLAYERS coming off successful seasons in 2021-22. 

Jordan Spieth
A 13-time PGA TOUR winner, Jordan Spieth won the 

2022 RBC Heritage for his lone victory in 2021-22 and 
finished 13th in the final FedExCup standings before 
becoming the sixth player to earn a perfect 5-0-0 record 
in the Presidents Cup. In four starts during the 2022-23 
season, Spieth’s best finish is a T13 at the Sentry Tour-
nament of Champions. Set to make his ninth appearance 

at THE PLAYERS, the native Texan will look to find 
the form that led to a T4 in his debut at TPC Sawgrass in 
2014 – his only top-10 finish at the event.

Will Zalatoris
Returning from a back injury that forced him to 

withdraw from the final two FedExCup Playoffs events, 
Will Zalatoris is aiming to resume his rise on the PGA 
TOUR after collecting his maiden victory in the Playoffs 
opener at the 2022 FedEx St. Jude Championship. The 
26-year-old has also notched four runner-up finishes in 
some of the game’s biggest events, including the 2022 
PGA Championship and U.S. Open. In three starts this 
season, Zalatoris finished T11 at the Sentry Tournament 
Champions, which marked his first start since August. 
Zalatoris made his debut at THE PLAYERS in 2021 and 

has finished 21st and T26 in his first two starts, respec-
tively.

Adam Scott
The second-youngest winner of THE PLAYERS at 23 

years old, Adam Scott only needed 41 PGA TOUR starts 
before winning at TPC Sawgrass in 2004, which served 
as his second career TOUR title. Now a 42-year-old, 
Scott enjoyed a consistent season in 2021-22 that yield-
ed five top-10s and his first trip to the TOUR Champion-
ship since 2019. Scott opened the 2022-23 season by 
playing in both Hawaii events, with a T21 at the Sony 
Open in Hawaii being his best result. The native Aussie 
will make his 21st career appearance at THE PLAYERS 
in 2023, where he owns four top-10 finishes inclusive of 
his breakout victory nearly two decades ago.
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ACROSS
1. River in Tuscany
5. A way to represent
8. Rocker’s guitar
12. Civil Rights group
14. Brew
15. Scratch
16. W. Asian country
18. The Eye Network
19. Clarified butter
20. Part of the Cascade
 Range
21. Downwind
22. A way to steer
23. Loop
26. Not ingested
30. Swampy coniferous
 forest
31.  Musician
32. Signing
33. Containing iron
34. Part of a theorem 
 or proof
39. Veterans battleground  
 (slang)
42. Of enormous   
 proportions
44. Italian city
46. Come before
47. Balm
49. Undergarments
50. Male parent
51. Ropes
56. Ear part
57. Investment vehicle
58. Dictator
59. Cain and __
60. A type of code
61. Border river along India 
 and Nepal
62. It’s what’s for dinner
63. Consume
64. Christian __, designer

DOWN
1. Cuckoos
2. Skin issue

3. City in central Japan
4. Sorrels
5. Twinned diamond
6. Canadian province
7. Monetary units
8. Head honcho
9. Goddess of wisdom
10. Part of a play
11. Get rid of
13. Applicant
17. Bowling alleys 
 have many
24. Explosive
25. “The Say Hey Kid”
26. Ultrahigh frequency
27. No (Scottish)
28. Make a mistake
29. Credit card term
35. Keyboard key
36. Woman (French)

37. In the middle of
38. Score perfectly
40. Coat a metal with an 
 oxide coat
41. Deadly disease
42. A place to dock a 
 boat (abbr.)
43.  Belch
44.  Member of U.S. Navy
45.  “In __”: separate 
 from others
47. Examine extensively
48. Adjust
49. Tattle
52. Actor Pitt
53. Gulls
54. Within
55. Exceptionally talented 
performer

CROSSWORD

SUDOKU

Here’s How It Works:  
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 
3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each 
row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row, 
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will 
appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The 
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

JAXUSL taps 
Mauricio Ruiz for 

dual business and 
technical role

Veteran head coach brings 
experience to cultivate NE 

Florida’s new United Soccer 
League franchise 

JAXUSL, the United Soccer League 
(USL) franchise group bringing men’s 
and women’s professional soccer to 
Northeast Florida, has announced that 
Mauricio Ruiz, former veteran head 
coach of Jacksonville University’s men’s 
soccer program, has joined the profes-
sional soccer organization in a fundamen-
tal business development role and will 
also advise and support the organization’s 
continuing soccer operations efforts in a 
technical capacity.

Additionally, Ruiz will serve a vital 
role by cultivating relationships between 
JAXUSL and the First Coast’s numerous 
youth and adult soccer clubs. 

“We’re thrilled to have a person of 
Mauricio’s caliber and experience join 
JAXUSL,” said JAXUSL President and 
CEO Steve Livingstone. “Along with his 
extensive knowledge and experience in 
college soccer and player development, 
Mauricio is well-known throughout the 
First Coast business and sporting com-
munity and a highly-respected leader 
throughout Florida’s soccer community 
as a coach, mentor and passionate ambas-
sador for the game.”

“I’m humbled and excited to be a part 
of JAXUSL to bring pro soccer back to 
Northeast Florida,” Ruiz said. “The First 
Coast is an exceptional market for youth 
soccer, and we have a passionate soccer 
community. Uniting our soccer landscape 
will be a key step to helping us accom-
plish our long-term goals to educate, 
develop and showcase our area’s talent 
on a top stage.”

Ruiz has considerable experience in 
identifying and developing young soccer 
talent. Among the players he has previ-

ously recruited and developed during his 
college coaching tenures are current US-
MNT World Cup roster and MLS Toronto 
FC goalkeeper Sean Johnson and Hadji 
Barry, who broke the USL transfer record 
last year with his move from Colorado 
Switchbacks to Egyptian Premier League 
side Future FC.

Ruiz has also helped shaped the futures 
of several MLS Draft picks, including 
Deshorn Brown (currently playing for 
the USL Sacramento Republic), Kevan 
George (formerly with USL Charlotte 
Independence), Romario Williams, the 
number three pick overall in the MLS 
Draft (currently with USL New Mexico 
United) and Joe Amico (who played four 
seasons with USL Orange County SC).

Ruiz, who holds a U.S. Soccer Federa-
tion (USSF) “A” license in coaching, led 
Jacksonville University’s men’s soccer 
program from 2014 to 2022 and guided 
the program to the ASUN Conference 
Tournament title in 2021, which was 
the team’s first NCAA appearance since 
2008.

He joined the Dolphins after spend-
ing seven seasons at the University of 
Central Florida (UCF), where he assisted 
in developing the Knights into one of the 
top programs in the nation. In both roles, 
Ruiz helped his teams win on the pitch 
while developing his players’ individual 
talents and drove crucial funding for the 
development of his successful programs.

JAXUSL is the operating company 
formed to bring and develop men’s and 
women’s professional United Soccer 
League franchises to Northeast Florida. 
The company’s goal is to bring competi-
tive USL Championship action to the 
First Coast by 2025 and to work with 
local authorities in the development of 
a 15,000-capacity stadium and train-
ing facility to host the club in Northeast 
Florida.

For more information, go to jaxusl.
com. 

Thinking of Advertising
in The Recorder?

For more information call (904) 285-8831
to speak with a Sales Rep. today!
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Education

COMPUTER & IT TRAINING PRO-
GRAM!  Train ONLINE to get the 
skills to become a Computer & Help 
Desk Professional now! Grants and 
Scholarships available for certain 
programs for qualified applicants.  
Call CTI for details! 855-738-9684. 
(M-F 8am-6pm ET). Computer with 
internet is required.

Miscellaneous

FIFTY YEARS LIVING IN JAPAN 
WAS AN UNBELIEVABLE ADVEN-
TURE TO THIS ALABAMA FARM 
BOY. READ MY WEBSITE AUTO-
BIOGRAPHY AND MISSIONARY 
STORIES. INVITE EVERYONE TO 
READ THEM:  www.Christ-is-all.
us

Other

DONATE YOUR VEHICLE to fund 
the SEARCH FOR MISSING CHIL-
DREN.  FAST FREE PICKUP.  24 
hour response.  Running or not. 
Maximum Tax Deduction and No 
Emission Test Required! Call 24/7:  
866-471-2576

Wanted to Buy

WANT TO BUY - Basic, flat bed knit-
ting machine. Used or new. Must 
be in working condition. Local. Call 
(904) 343-6136

Health, Beauty & 
Fitness Aids

Attention: VIAGRA and CIALIS 
USERS! A cheaper alternative to 
high drug store prices! 50 Pill Spe-
cial-Only $99!  100% guaranteed. 
CALL NOW: 866-259-6816

Home 
Improvements

NEED NEW FLOORING?  Call Em-
pire Today® to schedule a FREE 
in-home estimate on Carpeting & 
Flooring. Call Today! 855-919-2509

BCI Walk In Tubs are now on 
SALE!  Be one of the first 50 callers 
and save $1,500! CALL 888-687-
0415 for a free in-home consultation.

Home 
Improvements

Don’t Pay For Covered Home Re-
pairs Again! American Residential 
Warranty covers ALL MAJOR SYS-
TEMS AND APPLIANCES. 30 DAY 
RISK FREE/ $100 OFF POPULAR 
PLANS. 877-351-2364

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as 
little as ONE DAY! Affordable prices 
- No payments for 18 months! Life-
time warranty & professional installs.  
Senior & Military Discounts available 
Call: 888-460-2264

UPDATE YOUR HOME with Beauti-
ful New Blinds & Shades. FREE in-
home estimates make it convenient 
to shop from home. Professional 
installation. Top quality - Made in 
the USA. Call for free consulta-
tion: 866-636-1910.  Ask about our 
specials!

***ESTATE SALES BY***
***FAYE & ASSOCIATES***
TPC/Sawgrass Estate Sale – 

Feb. 17 & 18 from 8am-3pm at 
6534 Burnham Cir. House is 

loaded. See estatesales.net for 
pictures & details.

Garage, Yard & 
Estate Sales

www.pontevedrarecorder.com

All Line Ads are 4 lines, 
20 to 25 Characters Per Line. 

*Additional Lines Can be Purchased
*All Rates Are NET

CLASSIFIED RATES 2023
Message to Advertisers:
All ads are non-refundable. Please check your ad copy 

of Wednesday by 3pm. Ads must comply with Federal, 
State or local laws. We are not responsible for ad 
content. Ads are subject to approval by the Publisher.

CLASSIFIED LINER DEADLINE
MONDAY  NOON

CLASSIFIED DISPLAY DEADLINE
FRIDAY 5PM

RECORDER FAX #CALL APRIL SNYDER
285-8831 ext. 1204

Private Party Line Rates
• $14.00 1 week • $23.00 2 weeks
• $31.00 3 weeks • $37.50 4 weeks

Add lines $2.15 each

(Couches, TV’s, Beds, Household Items, Etc.)

Commercial Line Rates
• $22.50 1 week • $39.00 2 weeks
• $55.50 3 weeks • $70.00 4 weeks

Add lines $2.15 each
(Animals, Cars, Renting or Selling a Home or 

to Advertise Your Business or Services)

Employment Spotlight/Real Estate
1x2 (2”x2”) $40.50/1 wk • $70.00/2 wks. • $100/3 wks. 
1x3 (2”x3”) $61.50/1 wk. • $112.00/2 wks. • $150.00/3 wks.
2x2 (4”x2”) $82.00/1 wk. • $153.00/2 wks. • $200.00/3 wks.
2x3 (4”x3”) $123.00/1 wk. •$225/2 wks. • $300/3 wks.

Business & Worship Directory
1.5 x 2 $55.00/month
1.5 x 4 $96.52/month

1.5 x 6 $149.52/month
Rate Guide for: The Recorder

Prepare for power 
outages today 
WITH A HOME STANDBY GENERATOR

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE
CALL NOW BEFORE THE NEXT POWER OUTAGE

(866) 643-0438

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS
Contact a Generac dealer for full terms and conditions 

FREE
7-Year Extended

Warranty*
A $695 Value!

Stay up to date on contests,
advertising specials, and real-time

news in Ponte Vedra.
Our fans get access to exclusive

content you can’t find anywhere else!
www.facebook.com/ThePVRecorder

Worship service held in an open-air building 
A simple place for reflection, surrounded by nature. 

Come as you are. All are welcome — even dogs.
SSuunnddaayyss  aatt  99::4455  aa..mm..

Call today and receive a 

FREE SHOWER PACKAGE
PLUS $1600 OFF

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any previous 
walk-in tub purchase. Offer available while supplies last. No cash value. Must present 

offer at time of purchase. CSLB 1082165  NSCB 0082999  0083445

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any previous 

1-855-417-13061-855-417-1306

Call today and receive a 

FREE SHOWER PACKAGE
1600 OFF

SPECIAL OFFER

REACH 20 MILLION HOMES 
NATIONWIDE WITH ONE BUY! 

To inquire about placing 
an ad in this section, 

call 579-2154

Health & Fitness
l VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 50 Generic Pills SPECIAL 
$99.00.  100% guaranteed. 24/7 CALL NOW! 888-445-
5928 Hablamos Español
l Dental insurance - Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company. Covers 350 procedures. Real insur-ance - not 
a discount plan. Get your free dental info kit! 1-855-
526-1060 www.dental50plus.com/ads #6258
l A� en� on oxygen therapy users! Inogen One G4 is 
capable of full 24/7 oxygen delivery. Only 2.8 pounds. 
Free info kit. Call 877-929-9587

Miscellaneous
l Prepare for power outages today with a GENERAC 
home standby generator $0 Down + Low Monthly 
Pmt Request a free Quote. Call before the next power 
outage: 1-855-948-6176
l Eliminate gu� er cleaning forever! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking gu� er protec-� on. Schedule 
free LeafFilter es� mate today. 20% off  En� re Purchase. 
10% Senior & Military Discounts. Call 1-833-610-1936
l BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as li� le as ONE DAY! 
Aff ordable prices - No payments for 18 months!  
Life� me warranty & professional installs. Senior & 
Military Discounts available.  Call: 855-761-1725
l Donate Your Car to Veterans Today! Help and Support 
our Veterans. Fast - FREE pick up. 100% tax deduc� ble. 
Call 1-800-245-0398
l HughesNet - Finally, super-fast internet no ma� er 
where you live. 25 Mbps just $59.99/mo! Un-limited 
Data is Here. Stream Video. Bundle TV & Internet. Free 
Installa� on.  Call 866-499-0141
l Become a published author. We want to read 
your book! Dorrance Publishing trusted since 1920. 
Consulta� on, produc� on, promo� on & distribu� on. 
Call for free author’s guide 1-877-729-4998 or visit 
dorranceinfo.com/ads
l DISH TV $64.99 For 190 Channels + $14.95 High Speed 
Internet.  Free Installa� on, Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some restric� ons apply.  Promo 
Expires 1/31/24. 1-866-479-1516
l The Generac PWRcell solar plus ba� ery storage 
system. Save money, reduce reliance on grid, prepare 

for outages & power your home. Full installa� on 
services. $0 down fi nancing op� on. Re-quest free no 
obliga� on quote. 1-877-539-0299
l Safe Step. North America’s #1 Walk-in tub. 
Comprehensive life� me warranty. Top-of-the-line 
installa� on and service. Now featuring our free shower 
package & $1600 off  - limited � me! Fi-nancing available. 
1-855-417-1306
l Switch and save up to $250/yr on  talk, text & data. 
No contract or hidden fees. Unlimited talk & text with 
fl exible data plans. Premium na� onwide coverage. 
100% U.S. based customer service. Limited � me get 
$50 off  any new account. Use code GIFT50. 1-855-903-
3048
l A� en� on Homeowners! If you have water damage  
and need cleanup services, call us! We’ll get in & work 
with your insurance agency to get your home repaired 
and your life back to normal ASAP! 855-767-7031
l MobileHelp, America’s premier mobile medical alert 
system. Whether you’re home or away. For safety & 
peace of mind. No long term contracts! Free brochure! 
1-888-489-3936
l Free high speed internet if qualifi ed. Govt. pgm for 
recipients of select pgms incl. Medicaid, SNAP, Housing 
Assistance, WIC, Veterans Pension, Survivor Benefi ts, 
Lifeline, Tribal. 15 GB internet. Android tablet free 
w/one-� me $20 copay. Free shipping. Call Maxsip 
Telecom! 1-833-758-3892
l Caring for an aging loved one? Wondering about 
op� ons like senior-living communi� es and in-home 
care? Caring.com’s Family Advisors help take the 
guesswork out of senior care for your family. Free, no-
obliga� on consult: 1-855-759-1407
l Infl a� on is at 40 year highs. Interest rates are way 
up. Credit Cards. Medical Bills. Car Loans. Do you have 
$10k or more in debt? Call Na� onal Debt Relief to fi nd 
out how to pay off  your debt for signifi cantly less than 
what you owe! Free quote: 1-877-592-3616
l Wesley Financial Group, LLC Timeshare Cancella� on 
ExpertsOver $50,000,000 in � meshare debt & fees 
cancelled in 2019. Get free info package & learn how to 
get rid of your � meshare! Free consulta� ons. Over 450 
posi� ve reviews. 833-308-1971

Thinking of
Advertising 

in the
Recorder?

For more
informa� on

call 
(904) 285-8831
to speak with

a Sales Rep. today!
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