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Redesign
saves trees
on Mickler

By Shaun Ryan

More than a dozen mature trees
along the north side of Mickler Road
have been spared following changes
to the design of a road improvement
project in Ponte Vedra Beach.

St. Johns County officials made the
changes at the request of residents
living in the vicinity of the project.
County Engineer Duane Kent and
representatives of the Public Works
Department met with the residents
at the site on Thursday, Nov. 9, to
explain the changes.

Residents expressed their gratitude.

“We’re just extremely happy with
the outcome,” said Nicole Crosby,
who lives on nearby Neck Road. “I
was nervous going into this today,
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Porsche Speedster
earns ‘best in class’
auto show honor

By Anthony Richards

Car enthusiasts are a hearty bunch, and
that was proven with rows of cars and
hundreds of people coming out to experi-
ence the 2023 Ponte Vedra Auto Show
despite a cool and misty day on the First
Coast.

One of the many who endured the ele-
ments was Henry Wilkinson of Atlantic
Beach, and it paid off as his 1958 Porsche
Speedster was named the show’s “best in
class” winner.

According to Wilkinson, the car has
quite the story to go along with its sleek
and retro styling.

“This is an old race car that was built
by Miles Collier of the Collier Collection
and was raced for years, including being
an SCCA National car and it was recently
restored and brought back to its original
color,” Wilkinson said. “We couldn’t be
happier with it, and it is just wonderful

Photo by Anthony Richards

Henry Wilkinson of Atlantic Beach and his 1958 Porsche Speedster were named the 2023 Ponte

Vedra Auto Show’s “best in class” winner.

and everything you would expect.”
Wilkinson’s appreciation for the car and
its history is even more special and hits
home with him having a racing back-
ground as well, as he began road racing in
1980 and he raced more than 12 years.
He won his first SCCA National race for

Sports Renault in 1984 and set the course
record at the final Buckhorn Mountain hill
climb that was ever run. He is a member
of the Road Racing Drivers Club.
Wilkinson is not new to car shows and

AUTO SHOW continues on Page 8
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PLAYERS offers golf equipment donation
program

THE PLAYERS Championship has intro-
duced a new grant program open to Northeast
Florida nonprofit organizations. Through this
program, THE PLAYERS seeks to expand
access and equity to golf programs in under-
resourced communities.

The program awards new equipment and
resources to local golf programs based on
merit and need.

“As a former instructor, I know firsthand
how important it is to have proper equipment
to successfully compete in this sport,” said
Lee Smith, executive director of THE PLAY-
ERS Championship. “To have the opportuni-
ty to provide this resource is very exciting —
not only for our population here in Northeast
Florida, but for the sport of golf.”

To be eligible for the grant, applicants must
meet the following criteria:

* Have 501(c)3 tax exempt status.

* Serve within the five counties in North-
cast Florida.

« Fall within THE PLAYERS’ charitable
pillars (individuals and families are not eli-
gible to apply for the program).

The championship is accepting applications
for the equipment grant program; to access
the complete guidelines and application, go
to https://www.theplayers.com/equipment

Foundation plans Thanksgiving drive,
sorting and delivery

The MaliVai Washington Youth Foundation
is hosting its annual Thanksgiving drive and
sorting events, supported by community part-
ners. The foundation is dedicated to empow-
ering youth in primarily the 32209 ZIP code,
where many residents live near or under the
poverty line and are in Health Zone 1. The
Thanksgiving drive supports families in need
for the Thanksgiving holiday with dinners for
more than 100 families.

The sorting event will be 9:30 a.m. to 4
p.m. Nov. 21 at MaliVai Washington Youth
Foundation Youth Center, 1096 W. 6th St.,
Jacksonville. Deliveries will be made 7:30 to
10:30 a.m. Nov. 22.

Firm collects toys for annual program
Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices Florida

Network Realty is collecting donations for
Toys for Tots, a program run by the U.S.
Marine Corps Reserve.

The company’s Ponte Vedra Beach/Nocat-
ee branch office is collecting new, unwrapped
toys until Dec. 11. The real estate firm is
asking for unwrapped toys for children of all
ages, newborn to teens. Gifts will be distrib-
uted to children whose families cannot afford
to provide holiday gifts.

Community residents are welcome to bring

BRIEFS continues on Page 3
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Briefs

Continued from 2

donations to the company’s office in the
Sawgrass Village Shopping Center, 333
Village Main St., Suite 670, Ponte Vedra
Beach. Donations may be purchased
online from the company’s Amazon
Wish List (Berkshire Hathaway HSFNR
Toys for Tots) and shipped directly to
the office.

“We are proud to support Toys for
Tots, and we appreciate our amaz-
ing community members who give so
generously to this wonderful cause,”
said Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices
Florida Network Realty President Ann
King. “Our team is thrilled to help Toys
for Tots deliver some extra joy this holi-
day season.”

Program offers bereaved Hope for the
Holidays

Community Hospice & Palliative
Care is offering Hope for the Holidays, a
workshop will help attendees learn ways
to cope with grief during the holiday
season, determine what is right for them
and their families and refocus energy on
positive activities that honor and remem-
ber their loved ones.

Attendees will leave with a renewed
sense of hope for the upcoming season.

The program will be offered from 11
a.m. to noon Saturday, Nov. 18, at Anne

and Donald McGraw Center for Caring
of Community Hospice, 4715 Worrall
Way Jacksonville.

Hope for the Holidays is open to the
public. There is no charge to attend, but
attendees should RSVP by calling 904-
407-7001/toll free 800-274-6614 Ext.
7001.

Holiday Craft Fair planned

The Ponte Vedra High School March-
ing Band is planning a Holiday Craft
Fair, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Dec. 9 at 1110
A1A North, Mickler Landing Circle. Lo-
cal crafters, baked goods and raffles are
planned for “The Most Wonderful Event
of the Season.” For information, email
debbie@balloonprinting.com.

Explore the beach at GTM Research
Reserve

Join volunteers at the Guana Tolomato
Matanzas National Estuarine Research
Reserve (GTM) for a beach exploration
9-11 a.m. Saturday, Nov. 18. Collect sea-
shells, search for shark teeth and learn
about coastal wildlife. Meet at GTM
Research Reserve Visitor Center, 505
Guana River Road, Ponte Vedra Beach.

Wear comfortable closed-toe shoes.
Hat, insect repellent, water and sun-
screen are recommended. The event is
free but online registration is required.
To register, go to gtmnerr.org/visit/
events.

Palm Valley Market every Tuesday

The Palm Valley Market is held from
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. every Tuesday inside
the Palm Valley Community Center, 148
Canal Road. The market offers fresh
produce, baked goods, local honey, tea,
seasonal treats, soap, jewelry, plants and
more.

Extras sought for local movie

An independent film being made in
Jacksonville, Green Cove Springs and
Middleburg is in need of extras to ap-
pear in some scenes. The unpaid extras
in “Rights of a Father” will appear in a
courtroom audience and as protestors.

“Rights of a Father” tells the story of a

couple faced with an unplanned preg-
nancy and whether the father has rights
concerning the unborn baby.

Extras will be needed from 8 a.m.
to 4 p.m. on the following days and
at these places: Nov. 19 at the historic
courthouse, 915 Walnut St., Green Cove
Springs; Dec. 2 and 9 at the current
courthouse, 825 N. Orange Ave., Green
Cove Springs.

Interested people should contact direc-
tor Junior Ashwood at 757-870-9226 or
by email at ashwoodjj@gmail.com for
an interview.

— Compiled by Shaun Ryan

CUSTOM BUILDING & REMODELING
SINCE 1962
RESIDENTIAL / COMMERCIAL

TOM TROUT, inc.

GENERAL CONTRACTOR

CBC026189

PV2-LV45857

904) 737-5412 ¢ tomtroutine.com
Contact us for a FRELE consultation!

Welcome to your contemporary oceanfront haven, a three-story
masterpiece of design where privacy meets impeccable craftsman-
ship by the renowned local architect, Frank Shumer. This stunning
property serves as a breathtaking backdrop for art enthusiasts and
accommodates up to eight guests, making it perfect for family
vacations or group getaways. Whether you're seeking a peaceful
getaway or an artist’s retreat, this beachside oasis offers the ideal
setting for relaxing and entertaining.

2 Bedrooms, 3 Bathrooms, $4,500,000

BERKSHIRE
HATHAWAY

HOMESERVICES

REALTY

Private 4+ acre waterfront estate, custom-built with the utmost
quality and security. 10,956 ft.2 of expansive eastern views of

the Intracoastal Waterway, 160 feet of water frontage, designed

for year-round outdoor living complete with a 25,000-gallon salt
chlorinated pool, hot tub, dock and boatlift. Come enjoy unrivaled
privacy just minutes away from the world-renowned Mayo Clinic
and Atlantic Ocean.

5 Bedrooms, 5 Bathrooms, 4 Half Baths, $6,950,000

T A[
FLORIDA NETWORK _i/

Home located on large 0.72 acre corner lot on west side of PV Blvd.
Built in 2008 by Finley Knight with a total of 7914sgft. Main house
has 4 bedrooms 3 baths and 2 half baths plus elevator and guest
house with gym on 1st floor and 1 bd/1 bath guest suite on

2nd floor. Large pool + spa and putting green in back yard.

Sold for $9,500,000.

4 Bedrooms, 3 Bathrooms, 2 Half Baths
Plus Guest House with Gym and 1 Bedroom/1 Bath

s VY.
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© 2023 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently operated subsidiary of HomeServices of America, Inc., a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate, and a franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are registered service

marks of HomeServices of America, Inc.® Equal Housing Opportunity. Information not verified or guaranteed. If your home is currently listed with a Broker, this is not intended as a solicitation
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OBITUARIES

Robert Oliver Wilhelm

Robert Oliver "Bob”/"Pop Pop" Wil-
helm, 74, passed away on June 25, 2023,
surrounded by his friends and family. It
was a privilege to know him, to love him,
and most of all to be loved by him.

Pop Pop was born on March 9, 1949
in Geneva, New York, and after short
periods in New York, Connecticut, and
Ohio, spent his childhood in Portola Val-
ley, California. He moved to Ponte Vedra
Beach in 1965 to the very neighborhood
where he would spend nearly sixty years.
He attended The Bolles School in Jack-
sonville, and upon graduation returned to
California to attend Stanford University,
where he played baseball. He graduated
from Stanford in 1971, and despite be-
ing drafted by the California Angels, he

came home to attend law school at the
University of Florida. After obtaining his
law degree in 1974, he practiced as a trial
attorney across Florida for thirty years.

Pop Pop was a man of extraordinary
talents, and was an accomplished athlete
even after his college baseball career.
Tennis was his passion; he won the Ponte
Vedra Inn & Club tennis club champion-
ship, and continued to play doubles at
PVIC for the next fifty years and up to
his final days. He was an exceptional
self-taught musician who played and
composed on the guitar, dobro, mandolin
and ukulele, and performed in venues
across Jacksonville, Ponte Vedra and St.
Augustine for over fifty years.

Beyond his talents, Pop Pop was a man
of exceptional integrity, principle and
honor. He was brilliant and quirky, gen-

erous and kind. He was a true gentleman.
He is survived by Darlene, his loving
wife of 31 years; daughters Ann Clay
and Natalie; and sons Mark, Oliver, and
Evan. He was preceded in death by his
parents, Oliver and Janet; brother Mark;
and sisters, Lynn and Christina.

Join us for a celebration of Bob’s life
on Monday, November 20, 2023 at 5:30
pm at the Ponte Vedra Inn & Club tennis
courts.

Please visit his Tribute online at www.
quinn-shalz.com.

Arrangements by

&y

@uinn @ Shalz

Family Funeral Home & Cremation Centre
3600 Third Street South, Jacksonville Beach, FL 32250
Phone: 904.249.1100 Fax: 904.241.7554

DEATH NOTICES

Abhay Krishna Agrawal

Abhay Krishna Agrawal, 82, of St. Augustine,
Florida, died Nov. 8, 2023. Arrangements by
Quinn-Shalz Family Funeral Home & Cremation
Centre. 904-249-1100 www.quinn-shalz.com.

Rebecca A. Aydelette

Rebecca A. Aydelette, 83, of Jacksonville Beach,
Florida, died Nov. 8, 2023. Arrangements by
Quinn-Shalz Family Funeral Home & Cremation
Centre. www.quinn-shalz.com. 904-249-1100

Floyd J. Baker

Floyd J. Baker, 79, of Jacksonville Beach, Florida,
died Nov. 2, 2023. Arrangements by Quinn-
Shalz Family Funeral Home & Cremation Cen-
tre. 904-249-1100 www.quinn-shalz.com.

Stephen E. Chase, Jr.

Stephen E. Chase, Jr, 57, of Jacksonville Beach,
Florida, died Nov. 7, 2023. Arrangements by
Quinn-Shalz Family Funeral Home & Cremation
Centre. 904-249-1100 www.quinn-shalz.com.

a9

Jean A. Graeser

Jean A. Graeser, 91, of Jacksonville, Florida, died
Nov. 4, 2023. Arrangements by Quinn-Shalz
Family Funeral Home & Cremation Centre. 904-
249-1100 www.quinn-shalz.com.

George William Humann, Jr.

George William Humann, Jr, 81, of Ponte Vedra
Beach, Florida, died Nov. 13, 2023. Arrange-
ments by Quinn-Shalz Family Funeral Home

& Cremation Centre. www.quinn-shalz.com.
904-249-1100

< v
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Miguel Angel Jimenez

Miguel Angel Jimenez, 63, of Jacksonville,
Florida, died Nov. 9, 2023. Arrangements by
Quinn-Shalz Family Funeral Home & Cremation
Centre. www.quinn-shalz.com. 904-249-1100

Victor R. Torres-Burgos

Victor R. Torres-Burgos, 86, of Jamestown,
North Carolina, died Nov. 7, 2023. Arrange-
ments by Quinn-Shalz Family Funeral Home
& Cremation Centre. www.quinn-shalz.com.
904-249-1100

YOUR SMILE SAYS IT ALL
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Bulldogs clean up the beach

Bolles third graders from the Lower School Ponte Vedra Beach Campus headed to Mickler’s Landing on Oct. 25 to clean up the
beach with the help of their teachers and family members. Lower school science teacher Carolyn Houston also joined the group to
teach them about marine life as they explored their environment along the shoreline.

Contributed photos

N . @
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Last year, the city of Jacksonville celebrated its 200th anniversary, though the history of the area goes back much further. Kate A.
Hallock is chief of staff and communications director for the Jacksonville Historical Society, which helps preserve the past for the

future.

As told to Shaun Ryan

Please tell me about your
background, your education and how
you found your way into your current
position.

I grew up in the Midwest and
received a bachelor's degree in
journalism from the University of
Missouri—Columbia (Go, MIZZOU!).
After spending 35 years in marketing,

I returned to journalism here in
Jacksonville as managing editor for a
neighborhood newspaper. In 2019, I did
some freelance marketing work for the
Jacksonville Historical Society and was
offered a position starting in 2020 as
marketing and communications director.

Have you always had an interest in
history, especially local history?

I’ve always loved to read historical
fiction, especially James Michener’s
books, but it wasn’t until my husband
and I moved to Jacksonville that I took
a deeper interest in local history. That
interest grew as I met more and more
multi-generational Jaxsons covering a
variety of stories.

For those who don’t know much
about Jacksonville history, especially
among the many new residents
moving here from elsewhere,

can you share a few of the really

cool things that might spark their
interest?

Did you know that Jacksonville’s
single most significant catastrophe, to
date, was the Great Fire of 19017 We
have a really cool book in our bookstore
about the fire by Wayne Wood, the
historical society’s historian-at-large.
And Jacksonville’s music history
is incredible, which is why we are
establishing the Music Museum at the
Jacksonville History Center. Stay tuned,
folks!

Tell me about the Jacksonville
Historical Society. Does it offer any
special events, activities or exhibits
that readers would like to learn
about?

Oh, this is easy! Coming up is our
largest fundraiser, the 21st Annual
Gingerbread Extravaganza. The exhibit
runs Dec. 8-27 at Old St. Andrew’s
Church (next to the ballpark) at 317
A. Philip Randolph Blvd. Visitors will
enjoy dozens of gingerbread creations
by builders of all ages, and more than a
dozen themed holiday trees decorated
by the Junior League of Jacksonville,
plus a fun gift shop! Visit jaxhistory.
org for details. In the spring we

L

Kate Hpglloc_;

N}

commemorate the Great Fire with a 5K
run downtown on the Saturday closest
to the date of the fire, May 3, 1901. This
year the run occurs on May 4 and begins
at Old St. Andrew’s Church, one of

four historic properties that we manage.
We also offer monthly programs and
lectures on a variety of historical
subjects.

As chief of staff at the Jacksonville
Historical Society, what are some of
your responsibilities?

In addition to our chief executive
officer, Dr. Alan Bliss, and myself,
we have seven employees who keep
the wheels turning at the historical
society. I enjoy working with our office

administrator, an events coordinator,

a digital productions coordinator,

three staff in the archives department
and the Merrill House Museum tour
coordinator, who knows more history
about the Merrill Shipyards and Merrill
family than anyone I know. We also
have a terrific group of volunteers as
well as a rotation of UNF interns.

Are you a longtime resident of
Jacksonville? What do you like best
about living on The First Coast?
Although my husband, Bill, and I
moved here in November 2011 (12
years this month!) and have lived on
a 52-foot motor vessel ever since, my
Jacksonville story began in 1957. When

I was a year old, my family moved
here when my father became the pastor
of a primarily Black congregation in
Northwest Jacksonville. We were here
for 18 months until the KKK drove us
out because they didn’t appreciate a
white man shepherding a Black flock.
Despite that rocky start 66 years ago, it
was easy to return. I love Jacksonville’s
diversity!

How do you like to spend your free
time?

What free time? Actually, I get my
10,000 steps each morning walking
through Ortega, and I love leading a
deep-water acrobics class at the Winston
Family Y!
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4.5 BA, 5,052 SF MLS 1248528 $3,299,000 1BR, 1 BA, 880 SF MLS 1247995 $874,900 3 BR, 2 BA, MLS 1246461 $774,500 Office, 2 BA, 1,577 SF MLS 1251659 $545,000
Susie Mullinax (904) 910-1121 Michael Paull (904) 705-1004 Cheryl Glllesple (904) 338-8697 Jennifer Zeiller (904) 697-8152

OUTLOOK AT TWENTY MILE ; PlER POlNT ; RESERVE AT GREENBRIAR CROSSWATER VILLAGE
Spacious David Weekley POOL HOME! Lake Second floor corner unit - One block from Beautifully appointed upgrades! Water views!  Meticulous, single story home! Quality finishes
views in front & back of home. 4 BR, 4 Full & the ocean! 2 garage parking spaces. 3 BR, 3 car tandem garage. 4 BR + Study & Loft, throughout. Extended screened lanai! 4 BR,

2 Half BA, 3,795 SF MLS 1252083 $1,325,000 2 BA, 1,854 SF MLS 1250998 $665,000 3 BA, 2,480 SF MLS 1249238 $595,000 2 BA, 2,108 SF MLS 1255943 $710,000
Matt & Naomi (904) 234-5014 Michael Paull (904) 705-1004 Tammie Bryant (352) 598-5527 Jennifer Zeiller (904) 697-8152

- - 4 R o 4 Zo 2 . - e ) 4 X 5
COASTAL OAKS BELLA NINA AT TAMAYA DEL WEBB PONTE VEDRA SETTLERS LANDING NOCATEE
This home features a formal dining room, office  Updated with paint & new carpet. Located on CDD BOND IS PAID OFF! Designer home in  Waterfront to Preserve lot! Beautiful Upgrades!
and upstairs bonus room. All on a preserve lot! corner lot in a gated community. 4 BR, 3 BA, Active Adult Community. 2 BR + 2 Flex Zoned for K-8 Pine Island Academy School.
5BR, 4 BA, 3,543 SF MLS 1256546 $1,050,000 2,233 SF MLS 1252967 $725,000 Spaces, 2 BA, 1,565 SF MLS 1247311 $537,400 4 BR, 3 BA, 2,396 SF MLS 1256809 $719,900

Matt & Naomi (904) 234-5014 Kelly & Megan (904) 233-1991 Brian Sacks (904) 901-6205 Kathy Slusser (904) 760-9763

WILLOWCOVE TURTLE SHORES ~ VILANOE BEAH ~  KINGSTON DUNES _

MOVE IN READY! Screened lanai, overlooking Private oasis on a pond with views of the OCEANFRONT! Ocean views throughout the OCEANFRONT! Stunning ocean views from
lake, located on a cul-de-sac. 4 BR + Office, I/CW Marsh. Surrounded by mature trees. home. 5 Decks! Ground level apartment. 4 BR, every level, 3 story, furnished home. 4 BR,
3 BA, 3,115 SF MLS 1255446 $3,650 / Month 3 BR, 2 BA, 1,958 SF MLS 1249276 $670,000 4.5 BA, 2,531 SF MLS 1250414 $1,448,000 4.5 BA, 2,974 SF MLS 1251400 $1,800,000
Terry Brand (904) 318-9635 Chris & Rick (904) 349-6163 . Chris & Rick (904) 349-6163 Kathy:Slusser (904) 760-9763
Jwo locations
Juwa ta senve you!
NOCATEE PONTE VEDRA BEACH

158 Marketside Avenue, Suite14 « (904) 834-7682 ; 100 Corridor Road, Suite 101 « (904) 280-1115
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Auto Show

Continued from 1

it was not his first time claiming the top
prize at the Ponte Vedra Auto Show.

“I’ve shown at Amelia (Concours
d’Elegance) like 20 times, and I won this
show about 10 or 12 years ago with a 289
Cobra,” Wilkinson said.

His years of doing car shows have also
taught him that no day is ever the same,
which is what makes it so interesting.

“I’ve learned a long time ago that with
car shows, that there’s no way to know
or anticipate so I always go in with very
low expectations,” Wilkinson said. “If it
goes well, it goes well, and if it doesn’t, it
doesn’t.”

However, it proved to be his day, as
his Porsche stood out in the eyes of the

judges.

“The quality of that car helped the
judges decide that it was the best car,”
Ponte Vedra Auto Show director Justin
Felker said. “We didn’t go on anything
else, not value or sentimental value, but
we just simply said, 'That's the best.””

Although Wilkinson got his start in the
car world as a race driver, he credits Bill
Warner for getting him involved with
showing cars and the collector side of
things when he started the Ameila Island
Concours d’Elegance in 1996.

“Now that racing is over, it’s nice to be
able to do this and stay in the car world,”
Wilkinson said. “Everybody definitely
knows everybody.”

According to Wilkinson, he continues
to be amazed at the car culture that exists
and continues to develop in the Northeast
Florida area.

“It’s big and days like today show that,”
Wilkinson said.

While some cars are strictly for shows,
that is not the case for Wilkinson and his
Porsche, as he intends to drive it around

and enjoys cruising it up and down State
Road A1A down to St. Augustine and back
on sunny weekend afternoons.

Photos by Anthony Richards and Susan Griffin
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MSD process questioned by PVZAB member

By Anthony Richards

Megan McKinley was the lone attendee
during the Ponte Vedra Municipal Service
District meeting on Nov. 13 and spoke
during the public comment portion of the
meeting.

According to McKinley, who also serves
as a member of the Ponte Vedra Zoning
and Adjustment Board, she and several
residents are disappointed in the process
that was taken during the previous MSD
meeting in October, which ended in an
unofficial vote being taken where the ma-
jority of trustees voted in favor of the PUD
application.

“It was a vote that was not properly
noticed and therefore not in accordance
with state law,” McKinley said. “I was
very disappointed in the members of the
MSD who took this action, disregarding
the intense interest of the members of the
community who did attend the meeting.
Their (residents) disappointment has been
voiced to me since that time and you can
see that they are not at the meeting tonight,
because they said, 'Why bother? They don't
listen to us."

MSD chairman Al Hollon informed
McKinley that he had sent a letter to the
Commissioners advising them of what the
board had done in four meetings discuss-
ing the issue as part of the agenda. He did

not send them a resolution because the vote
taken was unofficial.

“I want to be factually accurate, and |
decided on my own that four meetings was
enough for this board to consider that mat-
ter and I didn’t want to put them through a
fifth meeting, and that’s why I didn’t call
a special meeting,” Hollon said. “It was
within the parameters of the law.”

Hollon understands that it was a passion-
ate issue for a lot of people on both sides
and that he believes the MSD did its due
diligence in dissecting all the information
available to them.

“There are often issues like that where
the public is going to have opposing
viewpoints and there’s no way that you can
reconcile some of those positions,” Hollon
said. “I did what I thought was right.”

McKinley is the second resident with ties
to the PVZAB to speak her mind about the
process of the PUD application and how it
was handled.

Jane Rollinson now a former member
of the PVZAB, spoke concerning the PUD
application and resigned following the
Commission’s announcement due to the
lack of consideration she believed it gave
to the board’s recommendation during its
decision process.

In this case, it was McKinley who voiced
her displeasure with the MSD and the way

they went about unofficially supporting it.
“Whether you were for or against it, the
process is what is flawed,” McKinley said.

Vedra Boulevard, which had previously
been turned off for sea turtle nesting sea-
son, which has ended.

In other news from the MSD meeting,
trustee Charles Callaghan informed the
MSD that he has been in communication
with Beaches Energy to turn back on 12
streetlights in the 400 to 500 block of Ponte

The Recorder, Your Source for Community News!
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The MSD also approved up to $1,500 a
piece to add two streetlights at darker sec-
tions of the roadway, with one at Le Master
Drive and Poinciana Way and the other at
33 Corona Road.

To subscribe or advertise, call

O (904) 285-8831
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« Pain in the pelvic area
» Nausea and vomiting

» Fever

» Constipation

« Feeling full and bloated

Get back in the game

Playing football with an injury usually makes it worse. It's the same when
you ignore a hernia, but the signs are easy to miss. Here are some hernia
symptoms that often go unrecognized:

« Heartburn

« Weakness and muscle fatigue

in the upper leg or groin

« Pain when lifting or coughing

If left untreated, your hernia could grow, get more painful, or even become
dangerous at some point. And a hernia won't go away on its own. The
good news is today’s minimally invasive hernia treatment options, including
robotic-assisted surgery, can offer you fast recovery.

Tackle your hernia like a pro!

For more information or to
request an appointment:

 BAPTIST
HEALTH

Visit baptisthernia.com,
call 904.202.2019
or scan the QR code.

B

© Baptist Health 2023




10 COMMUNITY NEWS

Ponte Vedra Recorder - November 16, 2023

Now OPEN'

The Recorder presents the first ever Best of the
Beaches, featuring your favorite businesses in
Jacksonville Beach, Neptune Beach, Atlantic Beach
and Ponte Vedra Beach! Thisincludes businessesin
Zip codes 32250, 32266, 32233, and 32082.

Readers now have the chance to vote for their
favorite businesses in various categories online,
such as auto & transporation, home & finance, food &
drink and more! Online voting ends December 4th.

Give your favorite business the recognition they
deserve, and vote for them as the Best of the Best in
their category!

NOMINATIONS ARE CLOSED!
VOTING STARTS: November 13th
VOTING ENDS: December 4th

WINNERS ANNOUNCED/
WINNER'’S CIRCE PUBLISHES:
December 28th

T E

RECORD

pontevedrarecorder.com/
bestofbeaches2023

The finalists in action: Darlene Deo, Laura Player, Sherri Feldman and Eileen Grebe.

Pickleball event raises money
for Alzheimer’s Association

By Alicia Booth Sprecher

For anyone who plays a racquet sport
like tennis, pickleball is a natural draw.

For tennis player Darlene Deo, a
pickleball tournament was the natural
way to raise money to fight a disease that
profoundly affects her family.

Deo’s father, George, was diagnosed
with Alzheimer’s in 2017 and since then,
she’s made a commitment to care for him
and others who are fighting the devastat-
ing disease.

Deo, her best friend Eileen Grebe and
teammate Kristen Lancaster cooked up
a way to combine Deo’s A1 Sawgrass
Country Club tennis team, their fascina-
tion with pickleball and a desire to do
something for the Alzheimer’s Associa-
tion.

The result was “Forgettaboutit!”, a
month-long pickleball tournament in
November which raised $3,710.

“We’re Italian from the Northeast, that
just seemed like the most appropriate

name,” Deo said with a chuckle.

Despite the name, the experience was a
memorable one.

“It made me very emotional, because
honestly, I love everyone on our team
and it was the best feeling to be able to
know that we were able to give back,”
Deo said.

Twenty-four players took part, which
included Deo’s team and some close
friends.

The tournament mostly took place
on Eileen and Mike Grebe’s driveway-
turned-pickleball court and ended with a
nail-biter of a final round and elaborate
party at the Grebes’ beachfront home.

Deo and partner Laura Player won the
tournament but agree the best part of the
experience was being able to raise money
and awareness for the Alzheimer’s As-
sociation.

Plans are already in the works to
expand the tournament next year and in-
volve even more tennis/pickleball players
from the region.

Sawgrass Country Club’s A1 tennis team and others at the finals party, including Darlene Deo’s
father, George Deo
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GUEST COLUMN
Naval Academy senior shares experience, inspires others

ticipated in many incredible military
trainings, including spending a month on
a destroyer and a month with a helicop-
ter training squadron out of Norfolk,
Virginia. My experiences have taught

and interests. has reinforced my desire to help others
The campus, also known as the yard, be their best. As a member of the Brigade

is filled with eager individuals who are of Midshipmen I will continue learning

driven to excellence and hold themselves from, and leading, those around me and

to a higher standard. They push me to be then, this spring, I will take those skills

me a great deal about myself, others and my best, whether it is physical training, into my career as a naval officer. I am
service to this incredible nation. It has competing in team activities or learning committed to serve at least five years as
been inspiring to spend the last four years ~ military traditions. a naval officer, and I am enthusiastic to
around people that share my priorities My experience at the Naval Academy serve my country in this way.

By LizThompson

My name is Liz Thompson. I was
raised in Nocatee and attended Nease
High School. My junior year, I applied
and was accepted into the U.S. Naval
Academy. I am now a 1/C (senior) Mid-
shipman just months away from gradu-
ating as an officer in the United States
Navy.

My time at USNA began on July 1,
2020: Induction Day. I-Day marks the
beginning of Plebe Summer, a rigorous
seven-week program that turns civilians
into Midshipmen. I had a unique Plebe
Summer experience due to COVID-19,
which brought on its own challenges.
Since my Plebe Summer, I have been
able to lead as an instructor, also known
as detailer, for the class of 2027, molding
them into plebes that were ready to take
on academic and military challenges.

In my time at the United States Naval
Academy, I have also been able to lead
the Navy Spirit Cheer team as the captain
of the All-Girl squad and contribute as a
photographer for the Lucky Bag year-
book.

At the Academy, | am an English major
and I will graduate with a Bachelor of
Science in May. On graduation day, I will
also be commissioned as an officer in the
United States Navy. In mid-November,
every 1/C Midshipman (senior) is given
their future career, known as “Service
Assignment Day.” Throughout all four
years, Midshipmen are striving to per-
form well physically and academically,
as well as taking on leadership billets,
forming relationships with mentors and
maintaining a tight connection with their
company (small group of classmates
structured for accountability and mentor-
ship) in order to have the best chance at
receiving their desired service selection.

I hope to be selected as a Naval Flight
Officer (NFO) where I will support and
assist with navigation, weapon systems
and flight operations in various Naval
aircraft.

Over the last four years, I have par-

TRUNK SHow 3 DAys ONLY
IN HoONOR OF PINK RIBBON JAX

Featuring Jewelry by

IPPOLITA

WILLIAM H=NRY

The Fall 2023 Trunk Collections will be on hand
for purchase along with the New Fall Introductions.

Thursday and Friday, November 16th and 17th
Show Hours 10 AM - 6 PM
Saturday, November 18th
Show Hours 10 AM - 5 PM

THE SHoPPES OF PONTE VEDRA

10% of show proceeds will be donated to Breast
Cancer Research and related services at Baptist
Medical Centers and Mayo Clinic in Jacksonville.

AUNDERWMD'S

Serving Excellence Since 1928
Member American Gem Society

I'he Shoppes of Ponte Vedra (904) 280-1202
Jacksonville, Florida
www.underwoodjewelers.com
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Soloist Madeline Rey, 16, performs the Chinese Dance with other young dancers.

Christ Church Nutcracker Ballet is Dec. 9

By Shaun Ryan

Christmastime on the First Coast just

ST. AUGUSTINE
FLORIDA

Be there when the
lights come on!

LiGHT-UP! NIGHT
SAT. NOV. 18

Downtown St. Augustine
Plaza de la Constitucion

e e

4:00 PM - Showtime USA

W infront of Lightner Museum ;
& 5:30 PM - The All Star Orchestra g
I from the Plaza’s Gazebo

6:30 PM - LIGHT-UP! Ceremony

B

8" Avoid traffic congestion ¢ parking challenges! 4

Free! Niguts oF LicHTs
Park & Ripe SHutTLE
1:00rm-11:00pPm

Parking Locations:
SJC Health Dept. « Broudy’s lot
« 301 San Marco Ave.

Info at www.CityStAug/LightUpNight

The Nights of Lights and the park and ride shuttle are produced by the
City of St. Augustine with funding assistance from the
St. Johns County Tourist Development Council.

Par-N\-Ride
.

STAUGUSTINE

' ST. JoHNs COUNTY, FLORIDA i
$ |TD‘!R"~‘T DEVELOPMENT COUNCL,

wouldn’t be the same without the Christ
Church Nutcracker Ballet presented by
Miss Felicia’s Dance ministry. Fortunate-
ly, the ever-popular event returns Dec. 9
for the troupe’s 28th annual performance.

About 150 dancers ranging in age
between 3 (the show’s cherubs) and 85
(instructor Felicia Rhoden herself) will
take the stage at UNF’s Lazzara Perfor-
mance Hall to bring back the wonder of
Tchaikovsky’s timeless classic.

Like other presentations of The Nut-
cracker, this performance has its own
personality. After much pleading by the
young dancers, Miss Felicia — who has
been dancing strictly classical ballet since

WALKERS RIDGE IN SAWGRASS COUNTRY CLUB

Step inside 52 South Nine Drive and experience a unique |
custom designed home that is perfect for entertaining
family and friends. The cozy entrance to the foyer
welcomes you to an open concept dining room, and light
filled living room, and sunroom, that reveals one of
Sawgrass Country Clubs waterfront views with a
Northeastern exposure. This completely updated home with *

the master on the first floor is simply gorgeous! With 2294
square feet of design this 3-bedroom 2 1/2 bath coastal &
traditional is light, and spacious, with a unique floor plan
that connects the new Chefs kitchen, and
breakfast room, to the dining room, office and spacious

to the beach and golf course. Enjoy country club living
that is simply the best! Offered for $1,100,000.

l Janet Westling,
REALTOR®
904.813.1913 Cell

www.janetwestling.com

2 story living room, with a wood burning fireplace. Minutes | |

“As a recent 2022 Chairmans
Circle Gold Award recipient,
representing the top 2%,
| am committed to providing
cutting edge marketing
strategies, savvy negotiations
and uncompromising integrity
as the hallmark of my service.”
- Janet Westling

she was 4 — relented and allowed them
to include a bit of hip-hop in the perfor-
mance — so long as it remained dignified
and classy.
That said, small variations won’t
change the essence of The Nutcracker.
It’s still the story of a girl who goes on
an enchanting journey, meeting a number
of whimsical characters amid an eclectic
assortment of dances.
Rehearsals began in mid-August,
everyone focused on recreating the high-
quality experience audiences have come
to expect.
“We’re working,” said Miss Felicia.
“Working, working, working to try to

o
o
Yeseav)
FLORIDA HOME NETWORK

Photo by Shaun Ryan

make it a good, fun evening for every-
body.”

She started the series 28 years ago
after moving to Ponte Vedra Beach from
Atlanta. At first, she had only 17 young
dancers and, she said, “it grew and grew
and grew and grew and grew.” The first
productions were held at the church, but
the cast outgrew that and it was moved to
larger and larger venues, finally landing
at the Lazzara theater, which opened in
2001.

Still, Miss Felicia tries to limit the
size of the cast because it is important to
her to know each and every child in the
show. They do not have to be members
of Christ Church, and in fact come from
all around the area. Generally, they range
in age from 3 to 18, though some dancers
return from college to participate.

One of the most important aspects of
the Christ Church Nutcracker Ballet is
that all of the proceeds go toward good
causes associated with children.

It supports an orphanage in Bolivia. It
supports Dreams Come True. It supports
pediatric hospice. And it supports St.
Jude’s Children’s Hospital.

“It’s just a wonderful thing to be able
to write those checks after each Nut-
cracker and send them out to help these
children and help their families,” Miss
Felicia said.

Tickets for the Christ Church Nutcrack-
er can be purchased at missfeliciasdance.
com or christchurchdancers.ticketspice.
com/the-nutcracker-winter-2023. The
Dec. 9 show begins at 6 p.m. Doors open
at 5 p.m. The UNF Lazzara Theatre is
located at 1 UNF Drive, Jacksonville.
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Ayla’s Acres, Underwood Jewelers team
up for trunk show, adoption event

Contributed photos

Christy Bromberg, Clayton Bromberg, Loretta Swit and John
Rutkowski during the cocktail party to open the trunk show
Nov. 2.

Wlss Telicwas Jance

presento. the

By Anthony Richards

Ayla’s Acres No-kill Animal Rescue and Under-
wood Jewelers held its annual Lagos trunk show rais-
ing money for the nonprofit organization on Nov. 2-4.

It consisted of a three-day event that included a
cocktail party to kick things off Nov. 2 featuring ani-
mal activist Loretta Swit, who is known for her acting
work as Major Margaret “Hot Lips” Houlihan on the
hit T.V. series "M*A*S*H" and wrapped up with an
animal adoption event on Nov. 4.

The event has been going on for about a decade
now and it is a partnership with Underwood Jewelers
that Ayla’s Acres executive director Fran Charlson is
grateful for.

“We are looking to introduce our animals to the
community and let them know what our process is, be-
cause it’s a little different from other rescues,” Charl-
son said. “It’s more like a meet and greet because we
don’t have same-day adoptions.”

The process includes filling out an application and
having references that go with it along with a veteri-
nary and home check.

According to Charlson, the in-depth process taken is
done so that each animal receives the best home pos-
sible and to make sure those interested in adoption are
doing it for the right reasons.

AYLA'S continues on Page 16

N
StAC

28th HAnnualb ... NP

Chriat Church i
TNutcracker Ballet

Saturday,
Decembetr th,

2023 at 6pm

UNF Lazzara
Performance Hall

Tickets on Sale NOW!

SCAN ME
missfeliciasdance.com

af

ZOURNAMEY—

A pet adoption event was held in the Underwood Jewelers
Ponte Vedra Beach location parking lot in partnership with
Ayla’s Acres on Nov. 4.

$30K GUARANTEE

$300 NLH | November 25 - 12PM

LIVE
GAMES!

g ST. AUGUSTINE

bestbet St. Augustine | 904.646.0001 | 800 Marketplace Dr., St. Augustine, FL | 1-95 exit 311
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The Recorder’s garden columnist Kathy Esfahani of Kathy's Creative Gardens & Nursery
shares her tips for growing gorgeous gardens in Northeast Florida.

KATHY’S GARDENING GUIDE

Celebrate Thanksglvmg with flowers

“Flowers are like friends; they bring
color to your world”— Unknown

By Kathy Esfahani

As you prepare
your home for
Thanksgiving
celebrations,
remember to include
flowers as part
of your decor! Use flowers in table
centerpieces and arrangements. Be sure
to highlight tables, shelves and mantles
in all areas where family and friends
may gather, such as the entryway,
kitchen, living room and dining room.
Arrange flowers in vases, hollowed-
out pumpkins, baskets or cornucopias.
Surround the flowers with candles,
pumpkins, fruits, fall-colored leaves,

Kathy Esfahani

berry branches and other seasonal decor.

Flowers suitable for Thanksgiving
arrangements come in bold colors such
as yellows, oranges, reds and purples.

Thanksgiving centerpiece

Consider these popular choices for your
Thanksgiving decorations:

* Sunflowers feature bright, golden
petals that stand out in an arrangement.
They symbolize joy and gratitude.
These cheerful blooms will leave a
lasting impression on your guests!

* Daisies are available in a wide range
of colors and have a pleasant scent to
add floral notes to your Thanksgiving
aromas. Their dainty blooms add a
softness to your arrangement and an
intimate feeling for your gathering.

* Asters come in a variety of styles,

Don’t miss this dazzling, must-see performance,
only in Jacoby Symphony Hall!

Holiday Pops
DEC 7/8/9/10

For more information and tickets call
904.354.5547 or visit Jaxsymphony.org

First Coast
Nutcracker
DEC 15/16/17

Tchaikovsky & Barber

Joyce Yang Piano
Dec 1/2
Part of the David M. Hicks Piano Series

Also coming up...

Home Alone In Concert
NOV 17/18
Symphonic Night at the Movies Series

Big Band Feature: East to West
NOV 19
Chase Jazz Series

Rhapsody in Blue & Rachmaninoff
JAN 5/6

Handel’s Messiah
DEC 16/17

JACKSONVILLE
-/ SYMPHONY

COURTNEY LEWIS, MUSIC DIRECTOR

and their blooms show off slim petals in
many colors. They are considered to be
a symbol of love and patience.

* Roses come in a wide range of
colors, including purples, oranges and
yellows, perfect for the Thanksgiving
season. Their timeless elegance has a
general appeal and symbolizes romance.

 Carnations add a soft touch to your
holiday decor and will last a long time
after cutting. They feature blooms in
yellow, red, purple and white suitable
for adding to any arrangement. These
flowers represent the true meaning of
the season.

* Mums are a traditional fall favorite!
These plants feature bountiful blooms
in yellows, oranges, reds and whites.
Larger plants can stand alone or be a
centerpiece for seasonal decor while
smaller mums are perfect to include in a
bouquet.

* Calla lilies feature a trumpet-
shaped flower that stands out in an
arrangement. They are available in
a variety of colors including a deep

Photos provided by Kathy’s Creative Gardens & Nursery

Flower of the Week

Sunflower

purple tone that provides a contrast to
traditional yellows and oranges.

Happy decorating, and have a
wonderful and blessed Thanksgiving
holiday!

Flower of the Week: Sunflower

Please email Kathy at keg.pvr@gmail.
com for any questions or gardening

tips you would like to see in the future.
For more information and ideas, visit
Kathy’s Creative Gardens & Nursery, 196
N. Roscoe Blvd. The phone number is 904-
655-7373.

(FLORIDA EYE
SSERRERCRINARIRL 811 S

Excellence-in Eye Care

#1CATARACT & GLAUCOMA PRACTICE

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS IN NOCATEE

SCHEDULE AN
APPOINTMENT

(904) 564-2020

FloridaEyeSpecialists.com

190 Marketside Avenue, Unit B
Ponte Vedra, FL 32081

DONALD A.
BARNHORST, JR., M.D.

KENZO J. KOIKE, M.D.

20 Doctors Specializing in:
Cataracts » Glaucoma « Dry Eye
LASIK - Cornea - Retina - Oculoplastics



Ponte Vedra Recorder - November 16, 2023

COMMUNITY NEWS 15

!

® first tee

Photos by Anthony Richards

Professional golfer Billy Horschel and Feeding Northeast Florida CEO Susan King answer questions as part of a national First Tee Innovators Forum at the PGA Tour’s Global Home in Ponte Vedra

Beach on Nov. 9.

Horschel shares philanthropic
experience at First Tee

By Anthony Richards

Professional golfer Billy Horschel
was the guest speaker at a First Tee In-
novators Forum held at the PGA Tour’s
Global Home in Ponte Vedra Beach on
Nov. 9.

He spoke to 28 teens from across the
country, who spent four days coming up
with an idea for a community service
project that they would then return to
their hometowns and work on imple-
menting their projects with help from
the First Tee and its partners.

Horschel shared he and his wife
Brittany’s commitment to helping local
nonprofits, such as Feeding Northeast
Florida and it led to them starting their
own Horschel Family Foundation
within the past year.

The teens in attendance asked ques-
tions and picked Horschel’s brain about
what it took to start the foundation,
including their driving forces behind
wanting to get and stay involved in the
local community.

L !

Horschel talks with First Tee participants from across the country.

“It’s about seeing the lives you have
impacted over the years,” Horschel
said.

He shared with the teens how he and

his wife first got involved with Feed-
ing Northeast Florida years ago be-
cause they looked at their children and
thought how fortunate they are to have

forum

all that they need to eat, but they could
not imagine the thought of some chil-
dren not being as blessed and wanted to
do what they could to help fix that.

“It’s about finding something that
touches you and really means some-
thing to you,” Horschel said. “For
us that was providing food to those
families in need, but for you it could be
something else. When you’re passion-
ate about it, you’re going to want to see
it through no matter what.”

However, Horschel stressed that al-
though being a professional golfer may
allow him the ability to help even more
because of the platform that he has,
anyone with a cause in their heart can
make a difference.

“Some of the smallest steps lead to
the biggest gains,” Horschel said.

While he was in the middle of an-
swering questions he looked out the
window and saw Feeding Northeast
Florida CEO Susan King and called

HORSCHEL continues on Page 16
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Ayla’s

Continued from 13

“Some people will do all that process ahead of
time before they meet, and then we can do it the
same day, but we still need all of that done,” Charl-
son said.

The animals they have as part of their organiza-
tion have already been through a lot of change in
their lives and the goal is to find them an environ-
ment that can be steady and consistent for years to
come.

“It’s a lot like buyer’s remorse, where you find
something in the store and then the next day, you’re
like, “Why did I buy that?’”” Charlson said. “The
same things can take place when getting an animal,
and in the contract they sign we do tell them that if
they have to return an animal, to make sure to bring
it back to us. We only have about a 2% recidivism
rate because of how we do our process.”

The best way to reach out if interested in the
adoption process is by going to aylasacres.org.
There are dog and car applications for both adop-
tion and to be a foster home, which is something
they are always looking for people to volunteer for
as well.

One of the things Charlson takes the most pride
in is that they are a no-kill rescue, which means that
they can get full at their facilities if they reach the
proper number that they can care for.

However, more foster homes for animals means
the rescue can house more animals itself, which is
why she is always looking for anyone interested in
fostering animals.

Contributed photos
Members of Phi Alpha Omega spending time with Sweetie
during the adoption event.

“Right now, we’re full so if we don’t have fosters
I can’t take anymore animals in,” Charlson said.
“We have about 50 fosters in this area right now, but
there’s always room for more.”

Horschel

Continued from 15

her in, so she stopped by and joined the session in
impromptu fashion.

She was asked by one teen what the key is to
handle the fear of failure that can creep in?

According to King, the challenge is something
you just have to embrace, and it is actually not as
hard as it seems if the ultimate goal is fueled by
passion.

“If you’re driven by passion, then failure or suc-
cess is not a thing,” King said. “All that matters is
the mission at hand and why you are doing it. Just
like anything else, you will learn from your past
experiences.”

Both Horschel and King reiterated throughout that
perseverance is probably the most important thing to
have when starting or operating a nonprofit.

“It’s going to get tough along the way, but we all
have it in us to push through,” Horschel said.

The 28 teens attending the forum were selected
based on academic achievement, community ser-
vice, chapter involvement, leadership, essay re-
sponses and letters of recommendation.

The purpose of the event was to encourage par-
ticipants to become innovators in their respective
communities, culminating with each teen presenting
the plans for their project.

“Our participants have produced creative and im-
pactful community service projects since this event
launched, addressing issues like food insecurity and
environmental sustainability,” First Tee CEO Greg
McLaughlin said.
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GUEST COLUMN

Steps to manage your tax
burden before year’s end

Submitted by Christopher
Thompson

Taxes are a critical expense category
in retirement and the clock is ticking on
making timely, tax-saving moves before
year’s end. If you’re retired, now is a
good time to take a closer look at your
investment portfolio and determine if any
changes are appropriate.

Keep in mind that some changes may
need to be implemented by Dec. 31, 2023
to avoid negative tax implications —
which is all the more reason to get started
today.

Here are five steps to consider:

Actively manage retirement plan
distributions

All distributions from workplace retire-
ment plans made with pre-tax contribu-
tions are subject to tax at your ordinary
income tax rate. For IRAs funded with
after-tax contributions or annuities, the

portion of the distribution attributable to
earnings growth inside those accounts

is subject to tax. You want to balance
distributions from pre-tax and after-tax
accounts to avoid moving into a higher
tax bracket (if possible), which would in-
crease your tax liability. Utilizing tax-free
Roth IRA distributions to fulfill your cash
flow needs is one way to help manage
your tax burden.

Be aware of RMD rules

If you turn 73 in 2023, you have to
begin taking required minimum distribu-
tions (RMDs) from traditional IRAs or
workplace retirement plans with the first
RMD due by April 1, 2024. Beginning in
the 2024 tax year, RMDs must be taken
by Dec. 31. That means if you wait and
take your first RMD in 2024 before April
1, you will have two RMDs in 2024. To
check when RMDs start for you (based
on your birth year), visit IRS.gov.

Make tax-smart charitable gifts

If, like most people, you don’t itemize
tax deductions and claim a standard de-
duction on your tax return, you can make
charitable contributions and generate tax
savings using other strategies. If you are
age 70" or older, you can arrange quali-
fied charitable distributions (QCD) from
your IRA, which go directly from the
IRA custodian to the qualified charitable
organization. This approach is beneficial
if you must take RMDs and don’t need
the money for your own needs because
you can avoid claiming the RMD as tax-
able income by directing the QCD to a
qualified charitable organization. Indi-
viduals can direct up to $100,000 in gifts
to qualified charities from their IRAs
annually (that number will be indexed
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to inflation beginning in 2024). Another
option is to gift appreciated assets, such
as stock, to a charitable organization. By
gifting the asset, you avoid realizing the
capital gain that would result from selling
it. Your tax burden can be reduced while
supporting a favored cause.

Consider tax harvesting

If you do not yet collect Social Security
(you have until age 70 to begin) and are
not yet age 73 (to begin RMDs), it might
be time to tap some investment gains in
your portfolio. Realizing gains by selling
appreciated assets (in taxable accounts)
will add to your tax burden this year, but
can help lower your tax liability in future
years when other sources of income kick
in. You can also look for opportunities to
sell positions at a loss and offset some of
your capital gains.

Manage your Medicare premiums
Along with managing your tax bur-
den, strategically maneuvering income
streams can help you stay below thresh-
olds that could result in higher premiums
for Medicare Part B. Single people with
income over $97,000 and married couples
with incomes exceeding $194,000 (2023
levels) might have to pay higher Medi-
care Part B premiums in 2025 as a result.
If you can keep income below those lev-
els, you may maintain the most favorable
Part B premium. Even if your income is
higher, there are multiple premium tiers
based on income level, so any steps you
can take to limit your income in a given
year may help reduce your premium.

If you are seeking to implement these
or other significant tax-saving strategies,
be sure to check with your financial and
tax advisers for confirmation that the

measures you are implementing are ap-
propriate.

Christopher Thompson, CFP ®, CRPC®,
CMFA ° is a Financial Advisor and Manag-
ing Director with Ameriprise Financial
Services, LLC. inJacksonville FL. He
specializes in fee-based financial planning
and asset management strategies and has
been in practice for 30 years. To contact
him, www.ameripriseadvisors.com/chris.
thompson, Chris.thompson@ampf.com,
904-380-2290, 4601 Touchton Road E,
Suite 3120, Jacksonville FL 32246.
Certified Financial Planner Board of Stan-
dards Inc. owns the certification marks
CFP®, CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER™

and CFP certification mark (with plaque
design) in the U.S.

The Certified Military Financial Advisors
program is not affiliated or endorsed

by the U.S. Department of Defense, or

any other federal or state government
program. For the most current rules,
regulations and laws regarding benefits
offered through the federal government
or Department of Defense, please consult
with their websites or contact the appro-
priate offices directly.

Ameriprise Financial, Inc. and its affiliates
do not offer tax or legal advice. Consumers
should consult with their tax advisor or at-
torney regarding their specific situation.
Investment products are not insured by
the FDIC, NCUA or any federal agency, are
not deposits or obligations of, or guaran-
teed by any financial institution, and in-
volve investment risks including possible
loss of principal and fluctuation in value.
Investment advisory products and ser-
vices are made available through Ameri-
prise Financial Services, LL(, a registered
investment adviser.

Securities offered by Ameriprise Financial
Services, LLC. Member FINRA and SIPC.

© 2023 Ameriprise Financial, Inc. All rights
reserved
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Regent and Pam Ducas are the owners of Memory Lane.
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Memory Lane is located on Baymeadows Way in Jacksonville.
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Customers relax in Memory Lane’s preview room to watch
video they recorded many years prior

Memory Lane helps preserve special moments for the future

By Shaun Ryan

As the holidays near, our attention turns
to buying gifts for friends and family. But
it’s often a struggle to think of something
they will like.

Memory Lane, 8431 Baymeadows Way,
Jacksonville, has the perfect solution: pre-
cious memories once thought lost because
they are preserved in old media suddenly
made accessible again.

Imagine sitting with family over the
holidays and watching highlights of days
gone by, hearing voices of loved ones
we hold dear in our memories, smiling at

video of our younger selves.

Once, we recorded these memories on
film, slides, videotape or audiotape with
the idea they would never be lost. But
technology changes and many of us have
realized too late that, years later, we have
no way to share these precious moments.
Our projectors and slide carousels, our Be-
tamax machines and tape decks have fallen
into disrepair or been lost in a move.

And that’s where Memory Lane comes
to the rescue. This, the only brick-and-mor-
tar digitizing business in Northeast Florida,
can copy VHS tapes, VHS-C’s, 8mm
tape, mini DV’s, DVDs, Hi8, Beta format

(=]

MarksGray

LAWYERS FOR ENTERPRISE®

Your Estate Matters.

Who handles it matters too.

Janice Richardson
Attorney

John Crawford
Attorney

Jacksonville | Jacksonville Beach | St. Augustine
www.marksgray.com | 204.398.0900

video and U-matic three-quarter-inch tape
onto USB flash drives and DVDs. It can
also save sound recordings, such as those
recorded on vinyl records, cassettes and
reel-to-reel tapes, onto CDs.

It can also digitize 8mm, Super 8 and
16mm film, as well as photos and slides.
And it can even color-correct those slide
images that have turned orange over time.

The only thing Memory Lane does not
do is restore damaged photos or work with
negatives.

Memory Lane owners Regent and Pa-
mela Ducas bought Easy Edit Video nearly
a year ago and rebranded it in March. They

have all the equipment needed to transfer
these memories into modern forms.

They also maintain a comfortable pre-
view room, where people are welcome to
watch their old tapes before deciding what
they want to have digitized.

This service helps customers to ensure
that their memories will continue to be
available and be shared with future genera-
tions.

Memory Lane is open from 10 a.m. to
6 p.m. weekdays and by appointment on
Saturdays. The phone number is 904-
730-9999. For further information, go to
memorylanejacksonville.com.

Leave a lasting
legacy this
Holiday Season.

Give a gift they'll cherish forever.

Call today. 904.730.9999

Open Monday - Friday, 10am to 6pm.

(Saturday by appointment.)
Memorylanejacksonville.com

memonry —

lahe-

8431 Baymeadows Way, Jacksonville, FL 32256

Digitize your memories
for generations.
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Cypress Village makes
transition to retirement easy

Cypress Village is a continuing care
retirement community with a one-time
paid entry fee offering a full continuum
of care. As a life care community, Cy-
press Village makes any transition from
independent living to assisted living,
memory care and long-term care simple
as a resident’s health needs change.

The retirement community offers in-
dependent living apartments and houses,
assisted living, memory care and skilled
nursing as well as inpatient and outpa-
tient rehabilitation, all on the campus.
Cypress Village also offers houses for

sale on the real estate market, which is
unique to this community, as well.

The community is located west of
the Intracoastal Waterway in a natural
setting of 120 acres, surrounded by
lakes and nature and walking trails. The
address is 4600 Middleton Park Circle
East, Jacksonville.

With a location near activities in the
community, Cypress Village has been
attractive to active retirees for more than
30 years.

It’s adjacent to Mayo Clinic Jackson-
ville and Windsor Parke Golf Course.

It’s just minutes from the Atlantic
Ocean, Ponte Vedra Beach and Jackson-
ville Beach. Jacksonville International
Airport is just 45 minutes away.

Downtown Jacksonville — just 30
minutes away — is home to the Jackson-
ville Symphony, the Florida Theatre and
the Jacksonville Jaguars.

Shopping at nearby St. Johns Town
Center is always popular. And Cypress
Village is only about 30 minutes to his-
toric St. Augustine, the oldest city in the
United States and rich in cultural, dining
and tour opportunities.

PONTE VEDRA VALLEY

A Family Owned and Operated Funeral Home
with On-Site Cremation Center & Cemetery”

Brent and Jacqueline Headrick, Owners

Cemetery

Funeral Home

Beautiful Cemetery Grounds
Headstones, Benches, Columbaria, Mausoleums
Preplanning & Prearrangement Transfers Available

4750 Palm Valley Road, Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082
(904) 285-1130

www.pontevedravalley.com

Amenities at Cypress Village include:

* Indoor, junior Olympic-size heated
pool with Jacuzzi feature

* Business center and computer lab
with wireless internet access

* Full-service salon and nail spa

» Fitness center

* Instructor-led fitness classes

* More than 30 resident-led activities,
groups and clubs

* Full-service shuttle and private car
transportation to doctor’s appointments
and shopping

» Walking, biking and jogging trails

* A croquet court

* A nine-hole putting green

» A bocce court

* 24-hour security and emergency call
system

* On-site wellness clinic and dental
office

There is a fully stocked library, a pri-
vate art studio and a billiards area.

The community also offers several
dining options, from elegant dining to
more casual choices. Here’s a look:

* 4600 East: Waterside fine dining,
reserved dinner seating

» Middletons: Buffet dining for break-
fast, lunch or dinner

* Private Dining Room: Lakeside din-
ing room to cater to elegantly appointed
private functions

* Loon’s Nest Bar & Grille: Casual
dining, fully stocked bar and indoor and
outdoor patio seating

* Sandpiper Café: Convenient, home-
made take-out menu. Deli and conve-
nient-store options

» Banquet program: Host a dinner
party for friends, a birthday or anniver-
sary event

Cypress Village also has its own work
shop, where residents will find hand
tools or power tools as needed. These
are available for use in members’ homes
and are suitable for most projects, from
small repairs to major furniture making.

The community also has its own app,
which allows residents ease of access
to information and assistance through-
out the day. It gives access to program
calendars, fitness schedules, outings and
more.

Cypress Village has won awards and
recognition from a number of sources.

It has earned The Joint Commission’s
Gold Seal of Approval for Skilled Nurs-
ing Accreditation. U.S. News and World
Report named Cypress Village the “Best
Nursing Home & Short-Term Rehabili-
tation” for three years in a row. Memo-
ryCare.com named Cypress Village to its

CYPRESS VILLAGE continues on Page 21
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top 14 communities in Jacksonville.

Apartments range in size from
a 503-square-foot studio to a
1,863-square-foot, three bedroom/three
bath option. Fees reflect the sizes.

Floor plans vary for home sites. There
are patio homes with two bedrooms, two
baths and a one-car garage. There are
garden homes with two to three bed-
rooms, two baths and a garage for one to

two cars. There are also fairway homes,
with two to three bedrooms, den, two
to two-and-a-half baths and a two-car
garage.

Both homes and apartments are ap-
pointed with newly renovated designer
décor: tile floors in kitchen and baths,
luxury vinyl wood floors, GE appliance
package, quartz stone counters, faux
wood blinds, ceiling fans, designer light-
ing and more.

For further information on Cypress
Village, go to cypressvillageretirement.
com.

Cypress Village

Explore. Discover. Celebrate.
Life at Cypress Village!

Independent Living

Assisted Living

Alzheimer’s & Dementia Care
Skilled Nursing
On-Site Rehab

904-807-6190
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Who will handle your financial and personal affairs? Who will make

arrangements for your funeral, burial or cremation? Will they know

what to do and will they be financially prepared? Death isn’t easy to

think about in terms of ourselves or the ones closest to us, but it is an

inextricable part of life. It’s what makes our lives and what we do in
them important and valuable.
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Wi L".
e,

We are here to help you and your family understand, think about and plan
for this inevitable juncture in life. At Quinn Shalz Family Funeral Home
we have options for everyone. Preplanning gives you and your family a
peace of mind knowing that there is a plan in place. When you take this
thoughtful step the pressure and potential emotional overspending will be
lifted from the shoulders of those who will be left behind.

Some other advantages of preplanning are:

o Guaranteed pricing - frozen at today’s cost to protect your family
from inflation.

Making decisions together, rather than doing it alone at the most
difficult time.

Protecting assets from long-term care or illness.

Single cash payments or affordable monthly payments.

Everyone qualifies for burial insurance or cremation insurance
regardless of age or health status.

Why wait? You have nothing to lose and so much to gain. Give us a call
for a complimentary consultation and planning guide. It’s one of the
greatest gifts you can give to your family.

904-249-1100
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32224 cypressvillageretirement.com
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River Garden praised for programs, services

By Shaun Ryan

Northeast Florida is rich in facili-
ties, organizations and programs
that serve the aging population, so
much so that it can be daunting to
determine which are the best. That’s
why official recognition and awards
are so helpful in identifying them.

Here, River Garden Senior Ser-
vices rises to the top.

This not-for-profit, mission-driv-
en community agency was launched
in 1946 and offers an array of elder
care programs and services on its
40-acre campus in the Mandarin
area.

It is one of only two agencies in
the Sunshine State to have been
awarded the Governor’s Gold Seal
Award for Excellence in Long-Term
Care every year since the award’s
creation in 2002.

This award, established by the
Florida State Legislature, rec-
ognizes premier quality nursing
homes that have exceptionally high
standards and display excellence in
the quality of care delivered to their
residents.

SARA
BETH
FRAZIER

Looking for peace of mind
when it comes to your
assets and loved ones?
Estate planning is the
answer. Don't leave the
fate of your assets and
loved ones to chance.
Invest in estate planning
today and enjoy the peace
of mind that comes with
knowing your affairs are in
order. Let me help you
create an effective estate
plan that aligns with your

It’s an exclusive club. Of the
more-than-700 nursing homes in the
state, only 10 are recognized with
this award.

Before receiving the award, the
facility must undergo a rigorous
examination to ensure strict regula-
tory compliance and the provision
of enhanced programming and ser-
vices. In addition, representatives of
the Governor’s Panel on Excellence
in Long-Term Care make a site visit
to the facility.

To qualify, River Garden had to
demonstrate:

* A high-quality care ranking
among all regional nursing homes

* Financial soundness and stabil-
ity

* An excellent record with the
state’s Long-Term Care Ombuds-
man Program

* Evidence of community in-
volvement

* A stable workforce

* “Best practices” in elder care

On the occasion of the latest
award presentation on March 26,
Chief Executive Officer Mauri
Mizrahi said, “Our staff dedicates

RIVER GARDEN continues on Page 23
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wishes. Contact us now to h

get started.

ZISSER FAMILY LAW

www.zisserfamilylaw.com
904.353.3222

Contributed photo

The Governor’s Gold Seal Award for Excellence in Long-Term Care was presented in March by Kimberly R.
Smoak, deputy secretary of health quality assurance at the Agency for Health Care Administration, to Dr.
Lawrence Goldberg, River Garden Hebrew Home board president.

What sets Ponte Vedra Gardens apart from other communities?

Life, With Meaning!

Ponte Vedra Gardens '
goes beyond merely making
our residents safe and
comfortable. It starts by
learning everything there is to

know about those entrusted in
our care - their passions, 8
achievements, careers, family,
hobbies and interests.
This allows our staff members
to develop an individualized
plan of care designed around
their specific life story,
creating moments of delight,
wonder and meaning for the
residents in their care
each and every day.

Thank You
{or voting us

GARD ENS REST

PONTE VEDRA

ALZHEIMER’S SPECIAL CARE CENTER MEWJ@ Care!

(904) 834-7578
pontevedragardens.com
5125 Palm Valley Rd., Ponte Vedra Beach
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themselves every day to being the best,
and they deserve a round of applause for
this success.”

But this is not the only recognition
River Garden has received.

On Tuesday, Nov. 14, U.S. News &
World Report released its Best Nursing
Homes results. River Garden received an
overall rating of 4/5.

In addition, River Garden has consis-
tently been rated a 5-star community by
the Agency for Health Care Administra-
tion and by the Centers for Medicare &
Medicaid Services for high-quality nurs-
ing home services, promoting health and
improving the quality of life.

Beyond that, River Garden has earned
the Joint Commission’s Gold Seal of Ap-
proval for Nursing Care Center Accredi-
tation and Post-Acute Care Certification.

The River Garden campus includes:

* River Garden Hebrew Home, a 180-
bed skilled nursing and rehabilitation
facility

» The Coves at River Garden, an 80-
unit independent living community

 River Garden Home Health Care,
a Florida-licensed, Medicare-certified
home health agency

* River Garden Rehab, which provides
short-stay rehabilitation and outpatient
physical, occupational and speech thera-

pies

* River Garden Adult Day Care

* The Albert Z. Fleet Geriatric Training
Center

* The River Garden Foundation

On Saturday, Nov. 18, the foundation
will conduct its annual gala, which is a
major fundraising event for River Garden
Hebrew Home.

The theme, “Pura Vida,” translates
to “Pure Life” or “real living,” and it
reflects joy and well-being. It was se-
lected as indicative of the quality of life
provided daily to River Garden residents.

The first of these annual galas was held
in October 1993 and was so popular that
it was sold out even before the invita-
tions could be mailed! More than 500
guests attended.

The River Garden Board of Trustees
established this elegant community event
to promote the foundation’s mission and
provide philanthropic support for River
Garden Hebrew Home. It has since been
recognized as a premier event in Jack-
sonville.

This year’s community partner hon-
oree is Baptist Health.

For further information on this event,
call 904-886-8430 or email foundation@
rivergarden.org. For more information
on River Garden, go to rivergarden.
org or watch the video at youtube.com/
watch?v=yy52aweow5M.

River Garden is located at 11401 Old
Saint Augustine Road, Jacksonville.

PAVE THE WAY TO A BRIGHTER FUTURE
Lov Local Kids in Crisis

Imagine leaving a legacy that not only
provides for your loved ones, but also

helps local children with traumatic

pasts find paths to better tomorrows.

As Florida’s oldest child-service

agency, Daniel is a proven nonprofit
that’s spent nearly 140 years helpin
kids who need it most. i

y

By including Daniel in your /
estate planning you'can help:

¢ supply counseling for
abused children

connect neglected children
with foster families

provide homeless teens
with shelter and support

strengthen and reunify
high-risk families

daniel

Improving the oAds for kids

N s

LeavitsMore Today

danielkids.org + 904.296.1055, ext. 1033

Support Our Mission
RiverGarden.org/Donate | 904.886.8432

Honor thy
father & mother

Exceptional Care
Honoring and caring for the elderly is a
commandment for all. We serve with dignity
and compassion to provide exceptional care
for all seniors — and we don’t do it alone.

Our Commitment
We'll be here for you and your families today,
tomorrow and for generations to come.

Support Our Mission
Please join us by making a gift today
so that all those in our care continue
to live life to the fullest.

a—

=
RIVER(GARDEN

SENIOR SERVICES

RiverGarden.org/Donate

A not-for-profit agency sponsored by the organized Jacksonville Jewish community.
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HEALTH PLANS

Medicare Advantage plans for a

viptant fefe ™

CarePlus offers a variety of Medicare Advantage plans
designed with you in mind, and we want to help you
choose your plan with confidence.

Our plans include benefits like:

— 9

CareFree Platinum (HMO) CareOne Platinum (HMO) CareNeeds Platinum (HMO D-SNP)
For those with Medicare and Medicaid
2\ “‘. $1,440 back a year @\ $10 specialist copay $250 each month to spend
((® )| onyour Part B premium! on covered groceries, rent,
$120 addﬁd rknonthly to your Social utilities, and other purchases
Security check. i i
! $2,000 yearly dental X:?;Sft%a;fdplus Spending
$0 dental copay for allowance for covered
@ covered services like services like dentures, root $1,000 yearly dental
fillings, extractions, deep canals, crowns, fillings, allowance for covered
cleanings, and more extractions, deep cleanings, services like dentures, root
Quantity limits apply. and more canals, crowns, fillings,
Quantity limits apply. extractions, deep cleanings,
and more J

Plus, more! With the variety of plans CarePlus has to offer, you can find the best plan for your coverage needs.
Call a licensed CarePlus sales agent today for personalized help exploring your options.

CarePlus

HEALTH PLANS

Jacksonville area. CarePlus is an HMO SNP plan with a Medicare contract and a contract with the Florida Medicaid Program. Enrollment in CarePlus depends on contract renewal.
CareNeeds Platinum (HMO D-SNP): This plan is available to anyone receiving both Medicare and Medicaid: Qualified Medicare Beneficiaries (QMB/QMB+), Specified Low-Income
Medicare Beneficiaries (SLMB/SLMB+), Qualifying Individuals (Ql), Qualified Disabled and Working Individuals (QDWI) and other Full Benefit Dual Eligibles (FBDE). Sponsored by
CarePlus Health Plans, Inc. and the State of Florida, Agency for Health Care Administration. No amounts on the CarePlus Spending Account card can be combined or used to purchase
Medicare-covered prescriptions or services, nor can it be converted to cash. The Part B giveback benefit pays part or all of your Part B premium and the amount may change based
on the amount you pay for Part B. Referrals and/or authorization may be required for certain specialists. Important: At CarePlus, it is important you are treated fairly. CarePlus Health
Plans, Inc. complies with applicable Federal civil rights laws and does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, ancestry, ethnicity, sex, sexual orientation, gender,
gender identity, disability, age, marital status, religion, or language in their programs and activities, including in admission or access to, or treatment or employment in, their programs
and activities. The following department has been designated to handle inquiries regarding CarePlus’ non-discrimination policies: Member Services, PO Box 277810, Miramar, FL
33027, 1-800-794-5907 (TTY: 711). Auxiliary aids and services, free of charge, are available to you. 1-800-794-5907 (TTY: 711). CarePlus provides free auxiliary aids and services,
such as qualified sign language interpreters, video remote interpretation, and written information in other formats to people with disabilities when such auxiliary aids and services are
necessary to ensure an equal opportunity to participate. This information is available for free in other languages. Please call our Member Services number at 1-800-794-5907. Hours
of operation: October 1 —March 31, 7 days a week, 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. April 1 — September 30, Monday — Friday, 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. You may leave a voicemail after hours, Saturdays,
Sundays, and holidays and we will return your call within one business day. Espafiol (Spanish): Esta informacién esta disponible de forma gratuita en otros idiomas. Favor de llamar
a Servicios para Afiliados al nimero que aparece anteriormente. Kreyol Ayisyen (French Creole): Enfomasyon sa a disponib gratis nan 10t lang. Tanpri rele nimewo Sévis pou Manm
nou yo ki nan lis anwo an. H1019_MKBNDMFNPRvarofplans2024_M

855-280-4538 (TTY: 711)
ExploreCarePlus.com
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OPE students welcomed Ollie back to Ocean Palms after his cross-country journey!

Ocean Palms Otter Run raises $90K

This year, Ocean Palms Elementary School embarked
on its annual Otter Run with school mascot, Ollie, at the
helm. Starting on Sept. 25, he set off on an imaginary
journey across the country, fueled by none other than the
students at Ocean Palms. Moving one mile per minute
classes participated in P.E., he traveled to New York,
Alaska, California, Arizona and more. All the while,

o

OPE students ran laps at the school’s annual Otter Run to bring Ollie home and to raise money to support the school.

this otter community raised money for the school —
$90,000, in fact.

During the final leg of the journey, students partici-
pated in the Otter Run, donning class-themed costumes
and running the final laps to bring Ollie home! Ollie
arrived safely home, and the students celebrated hitting
their fundraising goals with crazy hair and hat day, by

« AN

Contributed photos

duct taping administration to the wall at lunch, and with
a sumo wrestling face off among teachers and staff!

Phil Squatrito from Training for Warriors led the
school at the pep rally before the run and also oversaw
the run with health and fitness inspiration. Additionally,
Fishman Pediatric Dentistry sponsored this high-energy
event.

DAR honors
Vietnam
veterans

By Viky Divertie

The Ponte Vedra Chapter of the Daughters of the
American Revolution (DAR) hosted a luncheon Nov. 7
to honor Vietnam veterans who are in some way affili-
ated with their chapter. The keynote speaker was Tony
D’Aleo, president of Chapter 1046 of the Vietnam
Veterans of America who served in the U.S.M.C. from
1966 to 1970.

The honorees were given a certificate and a lapel pin
with the engraving, “A Grateful Nation Thanks and Hon-
ors You” embossed on the back side.

At the luncheon a separate “Missing Man” table was
set in remembrance of the 58,281 men and women who
lost their lives in Vietnam. Pictured are the 15 honorees
including Sidney Anderson, Donald Campbell, Arthur
Corsano, Alva Hollon Jr., William Maroney, Evn Myette,
James Peterson, Paul Simick, Lloyd Stowers, Richard
VanBrederode, Jerry Wouters, James Wylie, Terrence

Contributed photo

McManus, Patricia Bradford for Gregory Bradford,
Mary Glover for Jack Layman and Tony D’Aleo.

DAR is a nonpolitical, genealogical women’s service
organization whose purpose is to promote historic pres-
ervation, education and patriotism. For more informa-
tion, go to DAR.com or contact regent.darpontevedra@
gmail.com.
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Trees

Continued from 1

because I was worried we were still go-
ing to lose a lot of trees. It sounds like
the number of trees they’ve saved is just
astounding.”

The project will create dual left-turn
lanes from Mickler Road onto State
Road A1A, a left-turn lane from Ponte
Vedra Boulevard onto southbound A1A
and an additional through-lane on north-
bound ATA.

The dual turn lanes will require a seg-
ment of Mickler Road be widened.

However, the original design called
for that widening to be extended west-
ward, tapering to the road’s current
width at the intersection with Neck
Road, 1,500 feet from the A1A Intersec-
tion.

That widening would have accom-
modated a new left-turn lane into the
Portofino condominium complex and
12-foot drainage swales near the Mediti-
erra community, west of Portofino. The
total project would have necessitated
removal of about 36 trees and possible
catastrophic stress to others, including
some majestic live oaks.

At a Sept. 26 meeting with county
officials, residents insisted there was no
need for the Portofino turn lane as there
are only 20 units there.

County officials agreed to re-examine

Photo by Shaun Ryan
St. Johns County Engineer Duane Kent speaks to residents about changes to a project along Mickler Road.

The design modifications also address
a pedestrian crosswalk at the intersec-
tion of Mickler Road and A1A. At the
Sept. 26 meeting, residents said cars
often failed to stop at the crosswalk.

The crosswalk, which runs from the
northwest curb to a pedestrian “island,”
will be relocated slightly to the north
to improve its visibility to southbound

traffic turning left onto Mickler Road.
Currently, motorists encounter the cross-
walk only after committing to the turn.

To learn more about the project, go to
datahub-sjcpwd.opendata.arcgis.com/
datasets/SJICPWD::capital-improve-
ment-projects/explore. Zoom the map to
the project area and click on it.

the design and meet again with residents
in about 30 days. In the meantime, the
contractor would address other portions
of the project.

The proposed turn lane into Portofino
and the drainage swales were elimi-
nated, and the taper no longer nears
Meditierra, ending instead just past the
Portofino entrance.
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Making customers’ dream designs become reality

By Anthony Richards

River Stonework & Design can help
create a path where a person’s creative
ideas are realized,

Phillip Raposo started the company
providing professional stonework and
pavers for their clients in 2007. The busi-
ness is located at 8570 Philips Highway
in Jacksonville.

“We wanted to promote an outdoor liv-
ing lifestyle by enjoying the contact with
nature, neighbors and family,” Raposo
said.

According to Raposo, from the very
beginning the mission of the business
was to promote the wellbeing of our
customers.

“We are committed to valuing our
employees, listening to our clients, and
operating under the ideals or moral integ-
rity, quality and accountability,” Raposo
said. “This commitment leads our paving
contractors to provide the highest quality
service and promote unforgettable mo-
ments for our clients.”

And he believes that nothing creates
wellbeing much better than being outside
and enjoying the fresh air, especially in a
place like Florida.

That belief is still as strong today as it
ever has been, and it remains the primary
reason why he enjoys doing what he does

1. 6.6 .6 6 ¢

‘ ‘ The gentlemen that came out to install were

very professional. They took the time to listen
toand answered all my questions. | was so impressed
with their proficiency and getting right on the job
as soon as they arrived. | will most definitely refer &
family and friends if needing windows replaced. ”

- CHRISTINAV.

4.6/5 STARS
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Photos courtesy of River Stonework & Design

Phillip Raposo started River Stonework & Design in 2007.

for a living.

He felt like the best way to get people
to enjoy and spend time outside is to help
them accomplish a much more comfort-
able environment in which to spend their
outdoor time in.

Raposo immigrated from Brazil and
learned to speak English and is now liv-
ing the “American dream” and thriving as
a business owner in his new home of the
United States.

“Our journey wasn’t easy, but it fueled

=1

LIMITED TIME OFFER
Mention this ad and

receive 50% OFF
installation!

Offer ends 12/31/2023. Not valid with any other
offers. Must mention this ad when booking services.

our passion for excellence,” Raposo
said. “We handpick team members who
share our drive. No outsourcing here, we
have our own skilled crew, trusted and
proven.”

This is something that has spread to the
nearly 40 employees and subcontractors
that take part in certain projects.

“We take care of everything from the
design and construction, down to the
flowerpots,” Raposo said. “No detail is
overlooked, which gives our paving con-

KOEHLER HOME IMPROVEMENT

tractors a leading edge over the competi-
tion.”

According to Raposo, the array of
design options they offer is not the only
thing that sets the company apart, as they
also strive for there to be quality and ac-
countability associated with each project.

“Accountability is a key to success in
the construction business,” Raposo said.
“Every customer should feel special,
understood, valued, and above all, they
should feel like they're your only cus-
tomer. It's more likely that your customer
will be a repeat one if you treat each and
every one this way.”

Their commitment to making sure
their customers have the best experience
possible also includes offering a five-year
warranty, budget-friendly options and
helping a customer discover what the best
project is for their needs and budget.

“We strive to help you to achieve the
outdoors of your dreams,” Raposo said.
“We provide all assistance to regular
loans and private payment plans domesti-
cally. We strongly believe it is possible to
do business based on trust and goodwill.”

River Stonework & Design has a vari-
ety of outdoor living specialties, includ-
ing patios, outdoor kitchens, pool decks,
pergolas, gazebos, screen enclosures,
driveways, walkways, seating walls,
benches and retaining walls.

KOEHLER HOME
IMPROVEMENT
— Windows, Doors, Siding, & More —

Koehler Home Improvement
provides a variety of exterior home
improvement services.

Let us guide you to the best options
for your home while giving you
. an honest price in a no-pressure

environment.

Locally Owned and Operated

904-580-3777  koehlerhomesinc.com

NORTHEAST FLORIDA’S PREMIER PROVIDER OF WINDOWS AND DOORS




28 FALL HOME IMPROVEMENT

Ponte Vedra Recorder - November 16, 2023

Jacksonville company offers multiple services to upgrade homes

When it’s time to replace windows or
doors or transform the exterior of a home
with new siding or paint, it’s best to seek
out experienced professionals to get the
job done right.

Koehler Home Improvement, a service-
driven residential company in Jackson-
ville, offers solutions to homeowners
throughout the area. It’s locally owned
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Contact William Shi:

(850) 974-3369

DirtyDucksPW@gmail.com
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and operated, so it prizes its reputation,
which is built on referrals from satisfied,
repeat customers. The company focuses
on building long-term relationships with
its clients and says that no job is too big
or too small.

Koehler offers energy-efficient solu-
tions, products that will enhance the look
of a home and functionality that will

* Professionally installed
wall-to-wall carpet

* Large assortment of
in-stock area rugs
including Dash & Albert,
Karastan, Nourison

» Sisal, Seagrass, Jute

* Custom sized carpets
and rug pads

1421 3rd St. South
Jacksonville Beach

247-0438

www.carpetconceptsjacksonville.com
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+
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Cast up 19 '

. . 40% off
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make any space more livable. It offers
free, on-premise estimates for any of its
services.

Koehler is known for the quality of
its expert window and door replacement
services, whether at a home or busi-
ness. In fact, it is one of the highest rated
window and door installation companies
in Jacksonville.

The company can address single-hung,
double-hung, sliding, casement, awning,
picture or even custom windows. It can
also install sliding doors, French doors,
bifold doors, multi-slide doors and fiber-
glass entry doors.

The company also offers a variety
of siding options in different materials
which are more durable, and sometimes
less expensive, than wooden siding. The
siding materials Koehler uses are also
energy efficient. For those looking to sell
their home, new siding will help increase
its value.

When hiring someone to install new
siding, wise homeowners want contrac-
tors with years of experience who have
the right tools for the job. And, unlike
some DIY jobs, siding installation is defi-
nitely not one that a homeowner should
attempt alone.

Koehler Home Improvement uses
JamesHardie siding.

A good paint job will enhance a home’s
curb appeal and help preserve its exterior
from damage due to the elements.

Koehler provides exterior painting

BEFORE

Patio Furniture

Immediate Delivery * Wholesale Prices

g 3

KOEHLER HOME
IMPROVEMENT
—— Windows, Doors, Siding, & More —

services that include pressure washing,
caulking, sealing, patching and paint-
ing or trimming. It uses two of the best
brands: Benjamin Moore and Sherwin
Williams.

Another service the company offers is
the application of Roof Maxx, an envi-
ronmentally friendly, natural oil treatment
for asphalt roofs that can extend their
lifespan by five years per coating.

This revolutionary new technology
soaks old, brittle shingles with micro-
beads in a plant-based, food-grade,
nontoxic oil. It restores the shingles’ flex-
ibility to better protect the home.

Koehler Home Improvement’s array of
services addresses the many aesthetic and
functional issues that homeowners will
want to stay abreast of.

The company is located at 6005 Pow-
ers Ave., No. 105, Jacksonville. The
phone number is 904-580-3777 and email
is sales@koehlerhomesinc.com.

For further information, go to koehler-
homesinc.com.

i Lifetime "

Photos provided by Koehler Home Improvement

11323 Beach
Jacksonville
904-641-8308

650 Blanding
Orange Park
904-579-3455

.......................................................

Mon-Sat 9-5 « Closed Sundays

B

sel'lﬁce_l

Money Back Guarantee
If you can find a better value in patio furniture or for
any other reason wish to return your furniture, you
may do so within 30 days for a full refund.
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Service watches over
neighbors’homes

Hibiscus Home Management has
earned accreditation from the National
Home Watch Association for the third
year. The association was formed in
2009 in order to establish and maintain
the highest industry standards for Home
Watch and absentee homeowner services
throughout the United States and Canada
(nationalhomewatchassociation.org).

Home Watch is a visual inspection of a
home or property, looking for obvious is-
sues, which means that it is a service that
“keeps an eye on things” at your vacation
or primary home while you are not in
residence. All principals of the associa-
tion’s accredited member companies are

background-checked, insured and bonded.

Originally from Pittsburgh, Shon Flem-
ing has been a resident of St. Augustine
for 18 years. He has a background in
engineering and construction and has a
master’s degree. Fleming currently man-
ages a team of engineers in the field of
utility construction.

Born and raised in St. Augustine, Ka-
rissa Fleming spent 13 years as an ocean
lifeguard for St. Johns County, with an
additional two years as a professional
EMT/firefighter. She holds a bachelor’s
degree in business, with an emphasis on

S

marketing, now specializing in HVAC/R
products for contractors.

During the initial phases of the CO-
VID-19 pandemic, The Flemings worked
from home, with more time to enjoy
walking around their community. They
couldn’t help but notice how many unoc-
cupied homes they came across. It was
brought to their attention that one such
“snowbird” neighbor later discovered
their hot water tank had leaked for three
months, which unfortunately resulted in a
house full of mold.

With experience in building construc-
tion, the Flemings saw an opportunity to
prevent something like this from happen-
ing to other neighbors. This marked the
birth of Hibiscus Home Management.
Karissa Fleming, with a long history of
focusing on accident prevention, quickly
coined their slogan, “Trust us to keep
watch.”

Hibiscus Home Management serves
Ponte Vedra Beach, St. Augustine, St. Au-
gustine Beach, South Ponte Vedra Beach
and Vilano Beach. You can reach them at
904-792-9322 or at info@hibiscushome-
management.com. Learn more from their
website, at hibiscushomemanagement.
com.

Storewide
Remodeling

Improving storage in
common areas

Increasing storage capabilities at home
is a popular goal among many homeown-
ers and renters. Despite how much space
a person may have at home, there's often a
desire to have more or maximize the areas
that are there.

People often turn to external storage
facilities to house their belongings when
space is at a premium at home. Others
may focus their organization energy on
closets, garages and basements to free
up room. But common areas around the
home also can provide additional sources
of storage.

Living room/family room

Living rooms and family rooms are
areas of the home where people spend
many hours. These tend to be multifunc-
tional spaces where people entertain,
lounge and even enjoy movies or gaming.
Possibilities in these living spaces that
can create extra storage include furniture
that serves double-duty. For example, a
storage ottoman adds decorative appeal
but also can be filled with board games or
books. Cabinet-style TV stands may not
be as streamlined as mounted versions,
but they're ideal places to stash games,
remote controls and other accessories.

Entryway

An entryway or mudroom can quickly
succumb to clutter. When organizing
such a space, think about the needs of
the household. A storage bench will be
a place where everyone can sit to put on
shoes, and then stow footwear underneath
when not in use. A wall-mounted rack
can hold the current season's jackets or
sweaters, as well as purses or backpacks
for easy access. A shelf with some hooks
can store keys or hold a basket to store the
daily mail.

Hallway and doset

Closet organization systems can be
the unsung heroes in closets utilized by
multiple members of the family. These
customizeable components can be sized
accordingly for the space, and then
configured as needed with a balance of
shelves and hanging racks. An out-of-
the way nook or long hallway can be
enhanced with a bookshelf to hold photo
albums or that library that only contin-
ues to grow as new reading material is
acquired.

Homeowners can make common areas
more functional with the addition of stor-
age.

Dining Room | Living Room | Bedroom | Lamps

Pillows | Art | Accessories | Bedding

SELECT SHOWROOM ITEMS

OVER 50% OFF

HUGO’S

INTERIORS

(Sm /927 3139 Phillips Hwy North | Jacksonville | 904.396.2233 | www.hugosinteriors.com @ (©) @
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Baptist Health CEO named to Florida Trend’s ‘Florida 500’ list

Michael A. Mayo, president and CEO
of Baptist Health, was named to Florida
Trend magazine’s “Florida 500 list of
the state’s 500 most influential business
leaders across 60 sectors.

When compiling the list, the publica-
tion sought out leaders whose impact
goes beyond their businesses and into
their respective communities. Those
who “others in their communities or
industry sectors turn to for leadership
or who set a standard for best practices
in their sector,” according to Florida
Trend.

Mayo was among 27 leaders included
in the “Life Sciences” category.

Selections are organized using broad
economic categories from the U.S. De-
partment of Commerce, with the number
of honorees in each category being
roughly proportional to that category’s
share of the state’s gross domestic
product.

“It’s an honor to be included in the
‘Florida 500’ list of leaders,” said Mayo.
“Particularly as it champions com-
munity impact because the community
is at the heart of everything we do at
Baptist Health, including training the
next generation of health care leaders to
advocate for the needs of the communi-
ties in which they live and work.”

Mayo has been the president and CEO
of Baptist Health since June 2021 and
has more than 32 years of health care
executive experience. As CEO, he leads
more than 14,000 team members and

Contributed photo

Michael A. Mayo is president and CEO of Baptist Health.

more than 2,000 medical staff in the de-
livery of high-quality, coordinated care
and services focused on improving the
health and well-being of the people of
Northeast Florida and Southern Georgia.

Committed to the education and train-
ing of future health care leaders, Mayo
has served as an adjunct professor at
the University of North Florida, Brooks
College of Health since 2017.

He earned his Doctor of Health Ad-
ministration from the Medical Univer-
sity of South Carolina, his Master of
Science in health care administration
from Texas Woman’s University and his
Bachelor of Science in human resource
management from the University of
Alabama.

He is board-certified in health care
management and a fellow with the
American College of Healthcare Execu-
tives. He was elected to the Board of
Governors of the ACHE Class of 2022.
Mayo has served as the ACHE Regent
for Florida — Northern and Western,
on the Healthcare Executive Editorial
Board and on the Regents Advisory
Council.

He currently serves as a state delegate
of Regional Policy Board 4 (Southeast-
ern U.S.) with the American Hospital
Association and is due to begin a three-
year term as a member of the organiza-
tion’s Board of Trustees in January of
2024. He also serves on the Florida
Hospital Association Board of Trustees,
representing Region 2.

Mayo also holds several community
leadership positions, including Uni-
versity of North Florida Foundation
Board, Dean’s Council of UNF, adjunct
professor, Master of Health Administra-
tion program at UNF Brooks College
of Health, Board of Directors with
Jacksonville Chamber of Commerce
and Board of Directors at Community
Hospice & Palliative Care.

CycleBar to

CycleBar, a premium indoor cycling
franchise, is officially opening on Nov.
24 at 205 Bartram Market Drive, which
is located off of Race Track Road, behind
Durbin Park.

CycleBar St. Johns will celebrate its
opening with free rides for local commu-
nity residents, offering a great opportu-
nity to become familiar with its studio,
class formats, retail boutique and benefits
for its community members.

CycleBar St. Johns says it provides the
ultimate indoor cycling experience. With
concierge-level service and premium
amenities, CycleBar creates an immer-
sive, multi-sensory experience where
riders feel welcomed, empowered and
energized after every class.

open franchise in St. Johns County

World-class instructors coach, motivate
and enlighten riders, helping them find
community and achieve their fitness goals
in state-of-the-art CycleTheaters, accom-
panied by adrenaline-pumping CycleBeat
playlists. The overall experience helps to
improve riders’ performance, reach their
goals and change lives one ride at a time.

Bringing CycleBar to St. Johns is Su-
sanne Krivanek, whose passion is helping
others to achieve their goals in work and
life. She said she is thrilled to bring this
brand to St. Johns.

“As a busy professional and parent, |
realize how difficult it can be to find time
for fitness, mental wellness and com-
munity engagement,” she said. “With
CycleBar, you can accomplish all these

priorities to maximize your time and
health.”

Krivanek relocated to St. Johns in
2021, fulfilling a lifelong dream of living
in Florida and incorporating more of her
passions into her life while helping others
do the same. She spent most of her life in
the Philadelphia area and brings a wealth
of expertise in leadership and organiza-
tional development, as well as a love of
cycling.

Talie Zaifert, CycleBar St. Johns’ gen-
eral manager, is the passionate host of the
CycleBar experience.

“As someone who lives in Saint Johns,
I’m excited to promote the dynamic
world of indoor cycling to our vibrant
and growing community,” she said. “Not

only is this a great workout, it’s also
incredibly fun! I also love that CycleBar
St. Johns has both a community and
social focus at its core. Our members will
have the ability to connect with others,
broaden their network and give back

to the community through CycleGives
events.”

CycleBar St. Johns offers pay-per-
class, month-to-month memberships and
premium activewear merchandise. Riders
will enjoy complimentary shoes, filtered
water, towels and lockers for each class.
For more information about the studio
and to sign up for classes, go to CycleBar
St. Johns, follow @CycleBarStJohns on
Instagram and/or Facebook, or call 904-
494-8301.



Ponte Vedra Recorder - November 16, 2023

BUSINESS WEEKLY 31

GUEST COLUMN

Invest more confidently in volatile markets

Written by/for Wells Fargo
Advisors

When financial markets fluctuate,
perhaps in reaction to world events,
inflation or a change in interest rates,
even the calmest investors can start to
question their financial strategies.

But volatile markets can present
opportunities to review and reaffirm
investment strategies, says Tracie Mc-
Million, head of global asset allocation
strategy for Wells Fargo Investment
Institute.

“Financial markets are frequently
volatile — that’s their nature,” she says.
“Even so, during periods of uncertainty,
investors may start to question their
investment decisions. Having a plan in
place can provide the guard rails to help
steer through and beyond the volatility.”

In addition to reaffirming and fo-
cusing on your plan, here are some
strategies you can use to help weather
economically turbulent times.

Match your investments to your time
horizon

The simplest way to feel more com-
fortable about your investments is to
align them with your financial calendar,

no matter what happens in the financial
world this month or year.

For example, do you need some of
your money fairly soon or want it close
at hand in case of an emergency? If so,
McMillion says you should consider
investments such as cash holdings and
short-term bonds that shouldn’t lose
much, if any, value over the short term.

On the other hand, if you won’t need
some of your investment money until
you retire multiple years in the future,
equities or longer-term bonds are worth
a closer look. Those investments carry
more risks but also offer potentially
better returns.

Know what to expect from your
investments

Some investors lose confidence be-
cause they don’t fully understand how
their investments work. In that case,
McMillion says, some knowledge of
typical asset behavior is a good thing.

Consider reading up on different
types of investments and asking ques-
tions of your financial adviser. Once
you know how your investments are
more likely to perform in certain finan-
cial markets, you can help ensure that
your investment strategy is in line with
your tolerance for risk.

Tune out the noise

By “noise,” McMillion means the
constant barrage of financial reports and
other news events from the 24/7 news
media. “Investors usually don’t need
to react to the everyday financial news,
no matter how topsy-turvy things may
seem,” she says. Keep your long-term
goal in mind.

Regularly revisit your plan

There’s no such thing as a completely
set-it-and-forget-it investment strategy,
McMillion says. It’s always smart to
check in regularly with your investment
adviser.

“Your life circumstances may change,

or your financial goals could shift,” she
says. “You’ll feel much more confident
that your investments are doing their
job if you review them regularly with
your adviser.”

Wells Fargo Investment Institute, Inc.

is a registered investment adviser and
wholly owned subsidiary of Wells Fargo
Bank, N.A., a bank affiliate of Wells Fargo
& Company.

This article was written by/for Wells
Fargo Advisors and provided courtesy of
Jamie Seim, CFP, Senior Vice President -
Investment Officer in Ponte Vedra Beach
at 904-273-7917.

Investment and Insurance Products are:

+ Not Insured by the FDIC or Any Federal
Government Agency

+ Not a Deposit or Other Obligation of,

or Guaranteed by, the Bank or Any Bank
Affiliate

« Subject to Investment Risks, Including
Possible Loss of the Principal Amount
Invested

Wells Fargo Advisors is a trade name used
by Wells Fargo Clearing Services, LLC,
Member SIPC, a registered broker-dealer
and non-bank affiliate of Wells Fargo &
Company. CAR-0922-04356

©2023 Wells Fargo Clearing Services, LLC.

Company offers unusual means to see Nights of Lights

The holiday season is here, and in St.
Augustine, the annual Nights of Lights
celebration will soon illuminate the
historic city.

From Saturday, Nov. 18, to Sunday,
Jan. 28, visitors can experience the
sparkling lights like never before with
Seaside Adventures family-friendly
adventure vehicles.

Started in 2020 by husband-and-
wife team Tommy and Crystal Horton,
Seaside Adventures rents Slingshot and
MOKE vehicles as a unique way to

explore downtown St. Augustine and St.
Augustine Beach. The business won the
Tripadvisor Travelers’ Choice Award in
2022.

This month, its latest “fun utility
vehicle” will hit the streets — the Arci-
moto Electric Vehicle, a three-wheeled,
open-air and no-doors driving experi-
ence. This safe and zippy “FUV” is a
groundbreaking and environmentally
friendly transportation option that com-
bines the benefits of a motorcycle and a
compact car.

CERTIFIED

This holiday season, Seaside Adven-
tures invites the public to celebrate with
a special Nights of Lights Photography
Tour. From the comfort of their Christ-
mas Cars, visitors experience the glow
of downtown St. Augustine while pho-
tographers moving alongside capturing
the groups at iconic landmarks.

The Christmas Car, a MOKE all-
electric recreational convertible, allows
four riders. Reservations can be made
at seasideadventures.com/nights-of-
lightscd7696e9.

For those wanting to explore the town
on foot, Seaside Adventures invites
them to their shop for free cocoa, coffee
and cookies during the entire season of
Nights of Lights.

Seaside Adventures also offers rent-
als of two- and four-seater Slingshots,

a three-wheeled, open-air autocycle
perfect for taking in the sites; additional
MOKE vehicles; the SandSurfer Electric
Skateboard, a fat-tire skateboard perfect
for the beach that is easy and fun to ride;
and trusty ol’ bicycles.

Personalized financial advice

to help achieve your goals

Chris Thompson, CFP®, CRPC®

Associate Manager

Managing Director

Certified Financial Planner™

Chartered Retirement Planning Counselor™

904.380.2290

4601 Touchton Road, Ste 3120
Jacksonville, FL 32246
chris.thompson@ampf.com
ameripriseadvisors.com/chris.thompson

St. Johns County resident since 1993 R 3
Ameriprise @,

Financial

[Not FDIC or NCUA Insured | No Financial

| May Lose Value |

Certified Financial Planner Board of Standards Inc. owns the certification marks CFP®,

CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER™ and CFP (with plaque design) in the U.S. Ameriprise Financial
Services, LLC. Member FINRA and SIPC.© 2022 Ameriprise Financial, Inc. Al rights reserved.
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Benchmarks of

A look at major career
changes in the area

Wolfson Children’s
welcomes pediatric heart
specialists

Pediatric
electrophysiologist Judy
Ashouri M.D., pediatric
cardiac intensivist
Kaushal Dosani M.D. and
pediatric cardiologist and
cardiac imaging specialist
Umakumaran Ponniah M.D.
have joined the C. Herman
and Mary Virginia Terry
Heart Institute at Wolfson
Children’s Hospital. The
addition of the three new
pediatric cardiac specialists
continues the expansion of
Wolfson Children’s heart
services across Northeast
Florida and the region.

Ashouri received her
medical degree from the
University of Florida
College of Medicine in
Gainesville. Dosani received
his medical degree from Dr.
D. Y. Patil Medical College
and Research Center in
Mumbai, India. Ponniah
received his medical degree
from Karnataka Medical
College in Hubballi, India,
and a master’s degree in pediatrics from the Institute
of Child Health at Dr. M.G.R. Medical University,
Chennai, India.

Ponniah has undergone advanced cardiac imaging
training and serves as the director of non-invasive
imaging at Wolfson Children’s Hospital.

Judy Ashouri

Kaushal Dosani

Umakumaran Ponniah

Livingston named resort’s
director of sales and
marketing

Sawgrass Marriott Golf
Resort & Spa has promoted
Meredith Livingston
to director of sales and
marketing for the resort.

She will lead a team in
strategizing and executing
all group and leisure sales efforts and marketing
initiatives.

Livingston has been with the Sawgrass Marriott
Golf Resort & Spa since March 2019, formerly
serving as director of revenue management.

She played a critical role in helping to lead the

resort through the pandemic, with the turnaround
culminating in the most financially successful year in
the resort’s history in 2022.

Livingston brings more than 26 years of hotel
experience to the role. Her journey with Marriott
began in 2007 at the Sheraton Nassau Beach Resort in
The Bahamas.

Livingston holds a Bachelor of Science degree in
hotel and restaurant management from the University
of Houston, Conrad N. Hilton College of Hotel and
Restaurant Management.

Meredith Livingston

Sawgrass Marriott Golf
Resort & Spa hires senior
marketing manager

Sawgrass Marriott Golf
Resort & Spa has named
Sarah Lawrence its new
senior marketing manager,
responsible for developing
and executing marketing
plans for the resort, which
has 514 rooms and more than
90,000 square feet of venue space.

Lawrence brings nearly 20 years of marketing
experience in various industries to the role, including
extensive experience with golf organizations including
The PGA Tour Club and PGA Tour Superstore. She
also recently served as the marketing manager for
Franklin Street in Jacksonville.

Lawrence holds a Bachelor of Arts degree in sports
management from Flagler College in St. Augustine.

Sarah Lawrence

Shelton appointed to
Citizens Property Insurance
board

On Oct. 4, Gov. Ron
DeSantis announced the
appointment of Jamie Shelton
to the Citizens Property
Insurance Corporation Board
of Governors.

Shelton is the president
of bestbet Holdings Inc.
He is the former chair and a current member of
the Jacksonville University Board of Trustees, a
board member of the Jacksonville Chamber of
Commerce, and the finance chair and board member
of the Jacksonville Civic Council. Shelton earned
his bachelor’s degree in accounting from Lipscomb
University and his master’s degree in business
administration from the University of Memphis.

Jamie Shelton

Ronald McDonald House
Charities names Weinstein
to post

Megan Weinstein has been
appointed chief development
officer for Ronald McDonald
House Charities of

i Jacksonville. She will lead its
Q strategic fundraising, impact

ZEE and delivery of mission.
Megan Weinstein Weinstein previously
served as chief development officer at Boys & Girls
Clubs of Northeast Florida.

Prior to that, she spent 20 years with national
nonprofit organizations, including American Heart
Association and The Leukemia & Lymphoma Society,
overseeing major gifts, community and corporate
partnerships and communications.

Natkin named to Ability Housing post

Ability Housing, a nonprofit developer of affordable
multifamily housing, has appointed Maureen Natkin
its development and engagement director. She brings
more than 13 years of nonprofit leadership experience
to the position.

Natkin is responsible for driving the organization’s
fund development and communications strategy
and activities. Her priorities include identifying
appropriate revenue strategies and securing resources
through private donations, philanthropic grants and

Uuccess

other charitable revenue sources to sustain and grow
the organization’s capacity for service. She also
guides outreach to internal and external stakeholders.

Natkin previously served as the COO and
Philanthropic Director of the World Affairs Council of
Jacksonville.

Zuino recognized by
Becker’s Hospital Review

Matthew A. Zuino,
executive vice president
and chief operating officer
of Baptist Health, was
recognized by Becker’s
Hospital Review on its list of
“Hospital and health system
COOs to know” for 2023.

The publication honored
a total 75 individuals for their highly strategic
approaches to leading the “ideation, development and
implementation of initiatives that enhance operational
efficiency at their organizations.”

Zuino has more than 25 years of leadership
experience within the health care industry. He joined
Baptist Health in July 2017 as president of physician
integration, where he was responsible for the
recruitment, integration and retention of an employed
provider group consisting of more than 420 physicians
and 200 nurse practitioners and physician assistants.
He assumed his current position in January 2020.

Matthew A. Zuino

Vince Penza welcomed to
real estate firm

Realtor Vince Penza has
joined Berkshire Hathaway
HomeServices Florida
Network Realty.

Penza holds a bachelor’s
degree from the University
of Toledo and was a four-
year starter on the football
team. As a college athlete, he
learned the importance of hard work, dedication and
communication. Additionally, he coached football at
Washington State University while taking additional
education towards a master’s degree in special
education.

For more information, Penza can be reached at 330-
501-0114, Vince.Penza@FloridaNetworkRealty.com
and VPenza.FloridaNetworkRealty.com.

The Ponte Vedra/Nocatee office, located at 333
Village Main St., Suite 670, Ponte Vedra Beach, is
managed by Holly Hayes, who can be reached at 904-
802-0432, Holly.Hayes@FloridaNetworkRealty.com
and floridanetworkrealtycareers.com.

Vince Penza

— Compiled by Shaun Ryan

Let’s get social!
“LIKE” US ON
facebook

Stay up to date on contests, advertising

specials, and real-time news in Ponte Vedra.
Our fans get access to exclusive content
you can’t find anywhere else!
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Folk musician Jordan Tice to perform Nov. 18

For more than 25 years, the Gamble Rog-
ers Folk Festival has celebrated the indelible
mark its namesake left on folk music. Now
in its second year, the “Live From The Wa-
terworks” Concert Series celebrates Rogers'
legacy by showcasing musicians that echo
his hallmark talents — fingerstyle guitar
artistry and storytelling.

The Gamble Rogers Folk Festival and the
St. Johns Cultural Council co-present this
monthly series of Saturday concerts through
June 22 with support from the St. Johns
County Tourist Development Council. The
next performance is 7-9 p.m. Saturday, Nov.
18, at The Waterworks, 184 San Marco Ave.
in St. Augustine, and features singer and
guitarist Jordan Tice.

“This concert series is a wonderful tribute
to Gamble,” said Jim Carrick, Gamble Rog-
ers Folk Festival president. “Our goal is to
feature a blend of experienced and up-and-
coming artists. You’ll see some performers
who are familiar to longtime fans, who per-
haps even collaborated with Gamble, while
others will become new favorites.”

Jordan Tice is a singer, songwriter and
guitarist who combines witty, well-crafted

songs with skillful fingerstyle and flat-pick
guitar playing. Folk music fans may recog-
nize Tice as a member of the instrumental
bluegrass supergroup Hawktail or for his
guest performances with musicians like
comedic great Steve Martin. His music is
playful, introspective and philosophical

Tice will be joined by special guest
Patrick McGonigle, fiddler with The Lonely
Heartstring Band, one of the Northeast's
most popular new progressive bluegrass
bands.

Opening the show is Noan Partly, a
self-taught indie-folk musician with deft
picking skills who blends Americana with
jazz, grunge and psychedelic influences to
create a dreamy and vulnerable sound. Her
storytelling encourages the listener to look
inward and revel in the unknown.

Tickets for the Nov. 18 concert may be
purchased at gamblerogersfest.org.

“These performers help build the momen-
tum up to the festival,” said Carrick. “’Live
From The Waterworks’ helps provide the
necessary funding for us to support local
musicians. We focus on helping mold folk
musicians from youth by offering student

Photo by Jacqueline Justice

clinics and featuring young performers on a
special stage at the festival.”

“Live From The Waterworks” supports
the Gamble Rogers Folk Festival, a three-
day event held every spring at the St. Johns
County Fairgrounds. Beginning Friday,

April 12, and continuing through Sunday,
April 14, the festival commemorates the life
and music of Gamble Rogers while keeping
the folk music tradition alive for future
generations by encouraging and supporting
young musicians.

Florida Chamber Music Project presents Mozart Nov. 19

Florida Chamber Music Project will
present a string quartet and a quintet in
its Nov. 19 performance at the Beaches
Museum Chapel at the Beaches Museum
at 505 Beach Blvd., Jacksonville Beach.

Samuel Barber’s String Quartet, Opus
11 and Mozart’s String Quintet in G Mi-
nor will make up the program.

“Our audience may recognize the
Barber pieces from the movies ‘Platoon’

“REMIER
DENTAL

FAMILY - COSMETICS -
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and ‘Elephant Man,”” said Artistic Direc-
tor Susan Pardue. “Like all Mozart string
quintets, the String Quintet in G minor

is a viola quintet which means that it is
scored for a string quartet and extra viola.
We will be joined by our colleague and
Jacksonville native Romona Merritt on
this piece.”

Prorated season tickets for the five

remaining concerts are still available and

cost $135. There is also a three-concert
flex ticket purchase for $81. Season tick-
ets, advance tickets and flex passes can be
purchased at flchambermusic.org. Single
tickets are $30. All tickets are available
for purchase through Eventbrite. Single
tickets are also available for purchase at
the door, as are student tickets at a cost of
$10.

Beaches Museum Chapel is wheelchair-

accessible and has free parking along
Pablo Avenue near 4th Street North of
Beach Boulevard. All concerts begin at 3
p.m.

The Florida Chamber Music Project
was founded 11 years ago by violist Su-
san Pardue. Members include violinists
Patrice Evans and Ann Hertler and cellist
Laurie Casseday. All are members of the
Jacksonville Symphony.
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Comedy show to
feature Mayberry
character
Impersonators

Dads 4 Life will present a night of
comedy Saturday, Nov. 18, at Park-
wood Church in Jacksonville featuring
Rik Roberts as Barney Fife and Allan
Newsome as Floyd the Barber from
Mayberry.

Roberts is from Nashville. He has
impersonated Barney Fife from “The
Andy Griffith TV Show” for more than
25 years. His comedy can be seen and
heard on SiriusXM, Pure Flix, Dry-
Bar Comedy and The Mike Huckabee
Show on TBN. Most recently, he was
featured in the movie “Mayberry Man’
(now streaming on Amazon Prime and
available to view at MayberryMan.
com.

Newsome performs across the coun-
try impersonating Floyd the Barber
from “The Andy Griffith TV Show.”
Most recently, he was cast in a lead
role in the movie “Mayberry Man.”
The Huntsville, Alabama, resident has
interacted with fans of the TV show

bl
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since 1992, running websites like
MayberryBarber.com.

Tickets for the show are $20 if
purchased online and $25 at the door.
The church is located at 7900 Lone
Star Road.

Doors open at 6 p.m., and the show
runs from 7 to 9 p.m.

You can also purchase access to the
private livestream for $10.

Tickets are available online at
dads4life.com.

Dads 4 Life was formed in 2004 by
Keith Jowers and has grown to more
than 25,000 followers worldwide
through their social media outreach.
Within its 19-year history, Dads 4
Life has “encouraged, enhanced and
enriched dads in building what they
believe is their greatest asset on earth
... their children.”

Dads 4 Life offers several outreach
programs. Learn more at dads4life.
com.

PURCHASE A GIFT CERTIFICATE
WITH A BONUS FOR YOUR ART-LOVING

awnll

First Coast Cultural Cente:

FREINDS AND FAMILY!

Third Space Improv Adventure Project

Art grants go

to loca

St. Johns Cultural Council has an-
nounced the recipients of the Fall 2023
State of the Arts Grants. The grants,
presented annually, are available through
funds raised by the sale of “State of the
Arts” specialty license plates and have
provided more than $150,000 of support to
arts organizations and individual artists in
St. Johns County.

The most recent grantees are:

* Third Space Improv Adventure Project:
The grant will provide funds for an ac-
cessible stage to support ongoing improv
classes, student showcases and perfor-
mances.

* Lenny Foster: The funds will pay for
supplies, printing and marketing for a
photography exhibition featuring images of
unhoused people in St. Augustine captured
by renowned local artist Lenny Foster.
Foster plans to raise awareness about the
individual humanity of his subjects and to
raise funds for those in need.

* Morgan Kelly: Morgan Kelly pres-
ents an original puppet show for young
audiences which explores and observes
the ecosystem of local creeks and streams,

Theat yowwelf with
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SEASON
TICKETS

Million Dollar
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2024 ALHAMBRA THEATRE SCHEDULE

Joseph and the
Amazing Technicolor
Dreamcoat
JUNE 20 - AUGUST 11

Cypsy

AUGUST 22 - SEPT. 29

The Wedding Singer

OCT.3-NOV.10

A Christmas Story

NOV. 21 - DEC. 24

ENJOY INSPIRED EXPERIENCES AT THE ALHAMBRA!

904-641-1212 | alhambrajax.com

12000 Beach Boulevard

| artists

Contributed photos

Lenny Foster

through the eyes of a young child, with
costs supported by this grant. The show
will be presented at local library branches
in collaboration with the St. Johns County
Public Library System and tag! Children’s
Museum of St. Augustine.

* Sebastian Middle School: The grant
funds will be used to purchase materials for
“The Sew Must Go On,”

* where art students learn about sewing
while creating 3D sculptures of food.

* Picolata Crossing Elementary School:
Material costs and instructor fees for third-
through fifth-graders will be funded with
the grant for students to participate in a
fully staged theatrical production as part of
an afterschool program.

* The Dance Company: The grant funds
will provide registered therapist fees for
dance and movement therapy classes at
locations for individuals with intellectual
disabilities.

The 2023 State of the Arts grant recipi-
ents will be honored at the annual Holiday
Open House at The Waterworks, 184 San
Marco Ave. in St. Augustine, 4:30 to 6 p.m.
Dec. 7. The event is free and open to the
public.

For more information on the grants, go to
stjohnsculture.com/grants-awards/state-of-
the-arts-grant.

To support the arts in St. Johns County
by purchasing a “State of the Arts” license
plate, go to dos.myflorida.com/cultural/
info-and-opportunities/florida-arts-license-
plate.
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SUTTON, GRALL FIND 'PERFECT
FIT" FOR VOLLEYBALL FI.ITI.IRES

By Anthony Richards since they started playing volleyball
competitively.

“I was just looking back and telling
her the other day that when we started
she was so bad, because she was just
like this walking tree,” Grall chuckled.
“But you also saw all the potential
she had and knew that she was going
places. As a teammate I got to see her
progress to that D-1 level.”

For Sutton, the opportunity to play
at an SEC school is a dream come true
and she has known that Tennessee was
the place for her.

“I committed last year, so knowing
that its finally here now is pretty crazy
to think about,” Sutton said. “Every-
one told me that I was going to fall in
love with the school immediately, and
I wasn’t sure if that would happen, but
I literally walked on campus and after
talking with coaches and players, I just
knew that was where I wanted to be.”

Sutton will graduate Ponte Vedra
High early and be a spring enrollee at
Tennessee, which will allow her to get
a head start and get adjusted to college

The Ponte Vedra High School vol-
leyball program has produced its share
of college talent over the years and now
two more names can be added to the
list, as middle blocker Chelsea Sutton
signed to the University of Tennessee
and outside hitter Ava Grall committed
to Gettysburg College in Pennsylvania.

For both players, they found them-
selves looking back at their playing
careers to this point and reminiscing
about all the memories and relation-
ships they have developed along the
way.

“I think about where I started and all
that I’ve been through leading up to this
point with all the friends I’ve made and
all the coaches I’ve had,” Grall said.
“All that support and time that they’ve
put in for me has really helped me get
to where I’m at.”

What made it even more fitting that
both Sutton and Grall were sharing their
signing day together was the fact that
they have pretty much been teammates
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Photo by Anthony Richards

Chelsea Sutton and Ava Grall signed to play college volleyball during a ceremony on Nov. 8.
Sutton will be going to the University of Tennessee and Grall to Gettysburg College.

life and the volleyball program.

It was a similar feeling for Grall
during the recruiting process, who just
felt at home in her conversations with
coaches and the minute she stepped on
campus for the first time.

“Gettysburg was the first college |
ever called and the first one I visited, so
it always had a special place for me,”
Grall said. “Then I met the coaches, and

VOLLEYBALL continues on Page 37

Five Sharks sign to play college lacrosse

Photo by Anthony Richards
Jack Pelot, Tanner Parlette and Egan Funke signed to play college lacrosse during a ceremony
Nov. 8.

By Anthony Richards

Each year the Ponte Vedra High la-
crosse programs hold a signing ceremo-
ny on the night of signing day and this
year they had five students sign athletic
scholarships, three boys and two girls
during the early signing day period on
Nov. 8.

Those from the boys program includ-
ed Jack Pelot (University of Pennsyl-
vania,) Tanner Parlette (Stoney Brook
University) and Egan Funke (Oberlin
College), while the girls program was
represented by Lily Mosser (University
of South Florida) and Lily Toole (An-
derson University).

The signing ceremony was held at
Mr. Chubby’s Wings in Ponte Vedra
Beach, as family members and team-
mates flooded a corner of the restaurant
to watch their friends and loved ones
make their college intentions official.

For some, such as Funke, the road

has been filled with adversity along the
way, as he battled through injuries dur-
ing his high school career but never lost
sight of his dream of playing college
lacrosse.

“I’ve always had the aspirations to
play in college ever since I was a young
kid, because my dad played in college
and my brothers have always been on
the lacrosse route to playing in col-
lege, so I was kind of born into it, but
definitely not forced at all,” Funke said.
“I love lacrosse and it’s been my go-to
sport for some time now.”

He credited head coach Chris Polan-
ski for helping keep him focused on
what was at stake even when things
were in flux as he recovered from get-
ting injured in the middle of the recruit-
ing cycle.

“I’ve had Coach Po as a coach since
I was barely able to stand up and he’s

LACROSSE continues on Page 37
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SHARKS FACE UNDEFEATED BUCHHOLZ IN SECOND ROUND

By Anthony Richards

The Ponte Vedra Sharks football team
has a goal of practicing on Thanksgiving
Day, because it means that they are still
playing meaningful games at that time
of year, and they are one win away from
achieving it.

However, that one win will have to
come against arguably the toughest op-
ponent they faced all season, when they
travel to take on Gainesville Buchholz on
Nov. 17 at 7:30 p.m., and it is not even
that much of an argument.

The Bobcats enter the contest unde-
feated with a record of 11-0 and are the
top seed in Region 1-4S and are fresh off
a 59-0 victory over Mosley in the first
round.

In fact, the Bobcats have been so domi-
nant this season that the closest margin
they have come to being defeated is 14
points and their offense has not been held
to less than 30 points in any game.

Although that may seem like a daunt-
ing task, it is one that the Sharks’ defense
is surely up to embracing and if any
defense is ready for it, the Sharks would
be the one, as they have only allowed
30 points in one game and that was last

week’s opening round contest against
Creekside.

The Sharks are only giving up 15
points per game and have three shutouts
during the season, so something will have
to give in this strength versus strength
matchup.

The game will feature some of the
best running backs in the state as among
the primary weapons offensively for the
Bobcats is a pair of thunder and lightning
running backs in Quinton Cutler and
Myles Graham.

Cutler is a quick and explosive back
that has game-breaking ability any time
he gets the balls in his hands and the
Bobcats will look to get him the ball both
rushing and through the air, while Gra-
ham, who also plays middle linebacker,
presents more of a physical presence and
can be hard to bring down.

However, the Sharks have junior
running back Brian Case, who averages
102.5 yards per game and has accounted
for a whopping 21 touchdowns on the
season.

Defensively, stopping the run is the
No. 1 priority for the Sharks, and it is
something they struggled to do against

Photo by Anthony Richards

Ponte Vedra’s Brian Case (No. 27) had a huge game in the opening round against Creekside and
will look to continue that production in round two.

the Knights a week ago, as they were able
to gash the Sharks for some big gains,
especially in the second half.

If the Sharks can make the Bobcats
work for yards on the ground and grab an
early lead, that could be the recipe for a
successful night.

All season the Sharks have been able to
disrupt offenses with a relentless amount

of pressure, which could frustrate Bob-
cats’ quarterback Trace Johnson, who is
talented but still just a sophomore.

Trailing is not something the Bobcats
have done much of this season and it will
be key for the Sharks to put them in those
uncomfortable situations if they wish to
pull off the upset and keep their postsea-
son run going.
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The Ponte Vedra girls swim team won their third straight state title Nov. 11 in Ocala

Sharks, Panthers complete defense of swim state titles

By Anthony Richards

It was a successful state championship
defense for both the Ponte Vedra girls and
Nease boys swimming teams at the state
meet in Ocala on Nov. 11.

For the Sharks, it was the third straight
state title the program has won and the
second consecutive for the Panthers.

The Sharks controlled the girls team
competition and finished 100 points ahead
of second place, thanks to six gold medals
along the way.

Their gold medal count included win-
ning all three relay events, in which they
were the only school across the entire state
to do so at this year’s state tournament.

Kate Pelot, Annabelle MacAdams, Syd-

ney Player and Sophie Fox won the 200
medley relay, and then the 200 freestyle
relay was won with a team of Fox, Penny
Zarczynski, Pelot and Valentina Fraga,
which also set a new school record.

However, that was not the only school
to fall during the state competition, as five
school records were supplanted on the
day, including in the 400 freestyle relay
and the team of Fraga, Lily Doyle, Ainsley
MacAdams and Zarcynski.

History was also made by the Sharks
with three individual winners, which was
the most they had ever had at the state
tournament.

Those individual winners were Doyle in
the 500 freestyle, Pelot in the 100 back-
stroke and Annabelle MacAdams in the

Photos courtesy of Kate Stollenwerck Zarczynski

The Nease boys swim team repeated as state champions.

100 breaststroke. Doyle and Annabelle
MacAdams each set a school record in the
process.

Zarczynski finished runner-up in the 100
butterfly and broke the school record with
her fourth-place finish in the 200 freestyle.

The Nease boys squad, led by coach
Gus Calado held off Lawton Chiles High
School to win by a margin of more than 60
points en route to their repeat victory.

The Panthers’ 400 freestyle relay team
made up of Luke Zardavets, Jack Main-
ville, Walker Lanoue and Brandon Gear
took home gold with an automatic All-
American time and a new school record.

Other top finishes that racked up the
points for the Panthers included the 200
freestyle relay squad of Mainville, Gear,

Lanoue and Declan Costello coming
home in second and earning a new school
record.

Mainville also finished runner-up in
the 50 freestyle and 100 freestyle, while
Zardavets showcased his versatility with a
runner-up finishes in both the 200 individ-
ual medley and 100 breaststroke, setting
new school marks in each.

Aaron Sorlie continued to prove himself
as a diver with a third place in the diving
competition.

For the Nease girls, they did not come
home without some gold as well, with
Charlotte Driesse repeating as state cham-
pion in the 200 individual medley. She
also placed second in the 200 freestyle and
broke school records in both events.
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Volleyball

Continued from 35

I knew it was a perfect fit.”

Sutton has heard that the biggest dif-
ference between the college atmosphere
compared to high school is that it is
very business-like, and she cannot wait
to experience that herself.

“We basically just signed contracts
today and there’s an expectation from
them that you will work hard and give
them your very best,” Sutton said. “I’m
ready to kick it up to that next level.”

They each recognized how important
being part of the Ponte Vedra High girls
volleyball program meant to them and
how it helped prepare them for the next
level.

According to Grall, she feels ready
for anything that the college level has
in store.

“I’ve heard a lot of people say that
the ‘real work starts now,” and it’s re-
ally exciting to see what that will be

like,” Grall said.

Photo by Anthony Richards

L acrosse

Continued from 35

been the most helpful, because you’re
able to talk to him about more than just
lacrosse,” Funke said. “I was really un-
certain about where I was going to end
up, but he helped me level my head and
realize that I could bounce back.”

Mosser is preparing to walk into a
unique situation at the college level,
as she will be a member of the inaugu-
ral season for the South Florida girls
lacrosse program next year.

However, it is a challenge she is
excited about to be on the ground floor
and helping a program get its start.

“That’s one of the main reasons why
I signed there, because I knew I wanted
to be a part of something really spe-
cial,” Mosser said. “I want to be a part
of building that legacy.”

Each player has been playing lacrosse
for a while now and had an idea that

Photo by Anthony Richards
Lily Mosser and Lily Toole are all smiles after signing their college letters of intent to play
lacrosse.
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(904)370-1300

HondaOfTheAvenues.com

OF THE AVEMUES

this day would be coming, but now
that the day had finally arrived, it was a
little surreal for each of them.

Pelot plays goalie, which is a position
he has called his own for years now
and he will continue to be tasked with
protecting the net at the college level.

“I remember about eight or nine years
ago when the coach said come out if
you want to play goalie, so I gave it a
shot,” Pelot said. “I made the first save
and I knew it was the spot for me. |
honestly believe that it is 60% mental,
and the name of the game is keeping
that steady mindset.”

Parlette has given playing in college
a lot of thought since he first verbally
committed to Stoney Brook, and he is
ready for what awaits.

“I know it’s a big change for sure and
everyone is going to be bigger, faster
and stronger, so I just have to keep
training and get ready for a year from
now when it’s my turn to go against
those big boys.”
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Private Party Line Rates

+$14.00 1 week « $23.00 2 weeks
+$31.00 3 weeks « $37.50 4 weeks

Add lines $2.15 each

(Couches, TV's, Beds, Household Items, Etc.)

MONDAY NOON

LOUD,
CLEAR,

FREE!

Easy to Qualify:

«Florida Resident
*Over the age of 3

*Have a Hearing Loss
or Speech Disorder

Apply Online:
www.ftri.org/free
Or Call:

888-497-1410

Florida

Commercial Line Rates
+$22.50 1 week « $39.00 2 weeks

+$55.50 3 weeks « $70.00 4 weeks
Add lines $2.15 each
(Animals, Cars, Renting or Selling a Home or
to Advertise Your Business or Services)

CALL APRIL SNYDER

904~ 00

Telecommunications

Relay, Inc.

BATH
REMODEL

YOUR BATHROOM.
YOUR WAY.
INAS LITTLE AS

ONE

DAY

CALL NOW
866.753.9521

SPECIAL
OFFER

Waiving All
Installation
Costs

#Add terms apply. Offer subject
to change and vary by dealer:
Ends 12/31/23.

CLASSIFIED RATES 2023

All Line Ads are 4 lines,

20 to 25 Characters Per Line.
*Additional Lines Can be Purchased
*All Rates Are NET

Employment Spotlight/Real Estate
1x2 (2"x2") $40.50/1 wk « $70.00/2 wks. « $100/3 wks.
1x3 (2'x3") $61.50/1 wk. » $112.00/2 wks. » $150.00/3 wks.
2x2 (4"x2") $82.00/1 wk. » $153.00/2 wks. » $200.00/3 wks.
2x3 (4'x3") $123.00/1 wk. +$225/2 wks.  $300/3 wks.

Message to Advertisers:

All ads are non-refundable. Please check your ad copy
the first week of publication. We will only apply credit
for the first run and credits are subject to approval by
the Publisher. If ad is cancelled prior to first insertion,
cancellation must be made by the classified deadline
of Wednesday by 3pm. Ads must comply with Federal,
State or local laws. We are not responsible for ad
content. Ads are subject to approval by the Publisher.

Business & Worship Directory

1.5x 2 $55.00/month
1.5 x4 $96.52/month
1.5 x 6 $149.52/month

Rate Guide for: The Recorder

XLCGo
Amplifies
up to

50 dBs

€3 Bluetooth®

Amplify cell phone
calls, at home &
on the go!

clarity.

muse
Cance

rown
. e

ak
- - Clarity XLC8

- Cordless 50 dB
Amplified Phone
- with Slow Talk,
Caller ID, and
. Answering
Machine

888-497-1410
www.ftri.org

PROTECT

MATTERS MOST

Whether you are home or away, protect what

matters most from unexpected power outages

with a Generac Home Standby Generator.

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS
REQUEST A FREE QUOTE

(866) 643-0438

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the generator

‘with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

e AVIERICAN,
= el & &

www.pontevedrarecorder.com

FRIDAY 5PM 904-285-7232

Photography

Christmas Mini
Photo Session $125
PoochiePooAndYou.com
Text or Call Now 904-400-2547
Christopher Stone

Medical

MEDICARE PLANS HAVE
CHANGED!!! Make sure your plan
will meet your needs in 2024. Our
licensed agents can review the
changes, address your needs and
make sure you aren't overpaying!
For a free quote, Call now! 1-877-
642-6260

ATTENTION OXYGEN THERAPY
USERS! Discover Oxygen Therapy
That Moves with You with Inogen
Portable Oxygen Concentrators.
FREE information kit. Call 844-958-
2473.

LOW COST HEALTH INSURANCE.
Government subsidies available for
families earning $111,000 or less a
year. See if you qualify. Call for
your free quote! 1-888-966-2298

Other

DONATE YOUR VEHICLE to fund
the SEARCH FOR MISSING CHIL-
DREN. FAST FREE PICKUP. 24
hour response. Running or not.
Maximum Tax Deduction and No
Emission Test Required! Call 24/7:
866-471-2576

|
FREE 4
7-Year Extended

Warranty*
A $735 Value!

To advertise in the Worship Directory
call April ot 904-285-8831

. Lord of Life
7% Lutheran Church | A/

A relaxed and welcoming place to H
start your Sundays with God’s word.
Come hear our new Pastor Jim Young! i

Sundays at 9:45 a.m.

276 N. Roscoe Blvd., Ponte Vedra Beach .l
904.285.5347 | LordOfLifePVB.org

[
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Home
Improvement

UPDATE YOUR HOME with Beauti-
ful New Blinds & Shades. FREE in-
home estimates make it convenient
to shop from home. Professional
installation. Top quality - Made in
the USA. Call for free consulta-
tion: 866-636-1910. Ask about our
specials!

WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP &
RESTORATION: A small amount
of water can lead to major dam-
age and mold growth in your home.
Our trusted professionals do com-
plete repairs to protect your family
and your home's value! Call 24/7:
1-866-782-4060

PROTECT YOUR HOME from pests
safely and affordably. Roaches, Bed
Bugs, Rodent, Termite, Spiders and
other pests. Locally owned and af-
fordable. Call for a quote or inspec-
tion today 1-877-644-9799

AGING ROOF? NEW HOMEOWN-
ER? STORM DAMAGE? You need
a local expert provider that proudly
stands behind their work. Fast, free
estimate. Financing available. Call
1-888-967-1158

PROTECT YOUR HOME from pests
safely and affordably. Pest, rodent,
termite and mosquito control. Call
for a quote or inspection today 888-
498-0446

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as
little as ONE DAY! Affordable prices
- No payments for 18 months!
Lifetime warranty & professional
installs. Senior & Military Discounts
available. Call: 888-460-2264

NEED NEW WINDOWS? Drafty
rooms? Chipped or damaged
frames? Need outside noise reduc-
tion? New, energy efficient win-
dows may be the answer! Call for
a consultation & FREE quote today.
1-888-993-3693

4 )

RECORD
THINKING OF
ADVERTISING

IN THE
REGORDER?

For more
information
call
(904) 285-8831
to speak with
a Sales Rep. today!

Legals
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Complete Mailing Address of Known Office
of Publication: 3513 US Highway 17, Flem-
ing Island, FL 32002 , Contact Person: Joe
Wilhelm, Telephone: 904-264-3200, Com-
plete Mailing Address of Headquarters or
General Business Office of Publisher (Not
printer): Osteen Media Group, 3513 US
Hwy 17, Fleming Island, FL 32003 Full
Names and Complete Mailing Addresses
of Publisher, Editor, and Managing Ed-
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Miscellaneous

Miscellaneous

Miscellaneous

Eliminate gutter cleaning for-
ever! LeafFilter, the most advanced
debris-blocking gutter protection.
Schedule free LeafFilter estimate
today. 20% off Entire Purchase. 10%
Senior & Military Discounts. Call
1-833-610-1936

HughesNet - Finally, super-fast
internet no matter where you live.
25 Mbps just $59.99/mo! Unlimited
Data is Here. Stream Video. Bundle
TV & Internet. Free Installation. Call
866-499-0141

DISH TV $64.99 For 190 Chan-
nels + $14.95 High Speed Internet.
Free Installation, Smart HD DVR
Included, Free Voice Remote. Some
restrictions apply. Promo Expires
1/31/24. 1-866-479-1516

Wesley Financial Group, LLC
Timeshare Cancellation Experts
Over $50,000,000 in timeshare debt
& fees cancelled in 2019. Get free
info package & learn how to get rid
of your timeshare! Free consulta-
tions. Over 450 positive reviews.
833-308-1971

Become a published author. We
want to read your book! Dorrance
Publishing trusted since 1920. Con-
sultation, production, promotion &
distribution. Call for free author’s
guide 1-877-729-4998 or visit dor-
ranceinfo.com/ads

MobileHelp, America's premier
mobile medical alert system.
Whether you're home or away. For
safety & peace of mind. No long term
contracts! Free brochure! 1-888-
489-3936

Donate Your Car to Veterans To-
day! Help and Support our Veter-
ans. Fast - FREE pick up. 100% tax
deductible. Call 1-800-245-0398

DIRECTV Stream - Carries the
most local MLB Games! Choice
Package $89.99/mo for 12 mos
Stream on 20 devices at once. HBO
Max included for 3 mos (w/Choice
Package or higher.) No contract or
hidden fees! Some restrictions ap-
ply. Call IVS 1-866-859-0405

Are you a pet owner? Do you want
to get up to 100% back on vet bills?
Physicians Mutual Insurance Com-
pany has pet coverage that can
help! Call 1-844-774-0206 to get a
free quote or visit insurebarkmeow.
com/ads

CROSSWORD

4 5 6 7 8

11

Diagnosed with lung cancer &

Bob’s BASEBALL Tours

See MLB games in Cincinnati, Detroit, Cleveland,

Pittsburgh, Toronto, Boston & New York Yankees

Visit Baseball, Hockey, Basketball & Pro Football
Rock & Roll Halls of Fame. Guided Tour of Manhattan

August 2-12, 2024

$3500./person based on double hotel occupancy. Quality motor coach, hotels & game tickets

Also offering Arizona/Grand Canyon Spring Training
Tour & New York/New England Foliage Tour in 24!

Call or Text for a free brochure: 507-217-1326

65+? You may qualify for a sub-
stantial cash award. No obligation!
We've recovered millions. Let us
help! Call 24/7 1-877-707-5707

Replace your roof w/the best
looking & longest lasting mate-
rial steel from Erie Metal Roofs!
3 styles & multiple colors available.
Guaranteed to last a lifetime! Lim-
ited Time Offer up to 50% off install
+ Additional 10% off install (military,
health & 1st responders.) 1-833-
370-1234

-

national fadvertisingnetworkis

IS O 7S
Health & Fitness

*\/IAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 50 Generic Pills SPECIAL
$99.00. 100% guaranteed. 24/7 CALL NOW! 888-445-5928
Hablamos Espafiol

*Dental Insurance- Physicians Mutual Insurance
Company. Covers 350 procedures. Real insur-ance- not a
discount plan. Get your free dental info kit! 1-855-526-1060
www.dental50plus.com/ads #6258

*Attention oxygen therapy users! Inogen One G4 is
capable of full 24/7 oxygen delivery. Only 2.8 pounds. Free
info kit. Call 877-929-9587
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Home Services

*Aging Roof? New Homeowner? Got Storm Damage?
You need a local expert provider that proudly stands behind
their work. Fast, free estimate. Financing available. Call
1-888-878-9091

*\Water damage cleanup & restoration: A small amount
of water can lead to major damage and mold growth in
your home. Our trusted professionals do complete repairs
to protect your family and your home’s value! Call 24/7:
1-888-872-2809

Miscellaneous

*Prepare for power outages today with a GENERAC
home standby generator S0 Down + Low Monthly Pmt
Request a free Quote. Call before the next power outage:
1-855-948-6176

*Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! LeafFilter, the most
advanced debris-blocking gutter protec-tion. Schedule free
LeafFilter estimate today. 20% off Entire Purchase. 10%
Senior & Military Discounts. Call 1-833-610-1936

*BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as little as ONE DAY!
Affordable prices- No payments for 18 months! Lifetime
warranty & professional installs. Senior & Military Discounts
available. Call: 855-761-1725

*Donate Your Car to Veterans Today! Help and Support
our Veterans. Fast- FREE pick up. 100% tax deductible. Call
1-800-245-0398

*HughesNet- Finally, super-fast internet no matter
where you live. 25 Mbps just $59.99/mo! Un-limited Data is
Here. Stream Video. Bundle TV & Internet. Free Installation.
Call 866-499-0141

*Become a published author. We want to read your
book! Dorrance Publishing trusted since 1920. Consultation,
production, promotion & distribution. Call for free author’s
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To inquire about placing
an ad in this section,

call 579-2154

DISH TV $64.99 For 190 Channels + $14.95 High
Speed Internet. Free Installation, Smart HD DVR Included,
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions apply. Promo Expires
1/31/24. 1-866-479-1516

Safe Step. North America’s #1 Walk-in tub. Compre-
hensive lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-line installation and
service. Now featuring our free shower package & $1600 off
- limited time! Fi-nancing available. 1-855-417-1306

*MobileHelp, America’s premier mobile medical alert
system. Whether you're home or away. For safety & peace
of mind. No long term contracts! Free brochure! 1-888-
489-3936

Free high speed internet if qualified. Govt. pgm for
recipients of select pgms incl. Medicaid, SNAP, Housing As-
sistance, WIC, Veterans Pension, Survivor Benefits, Lifeline,
Tribal. 15 GB internet. Android tablet free w/one-time $20
copay. Free shipping. Call Maxsip Telecom! 1-833-758-3892

*Wesley Financial Group, LLC Timeshare Cancellation
ExpertsOver $50,000,000 in timeshare debt & fees cancelled
in 2019. Get free info package & learn how to get rid of your
timeshare! Free consultations. Over 450 positive reviews.
833-308-1971

*DIRECTV Stream- Carries the most local MLB Games!
Choice Package $89.99/mo for 12 mos Stream on 20 devices
at once. HBO Max included for 3 mos (w/Choice Package or
higher.) No contract or hidden fees! Some restrictions apply.
Call IVS 1-866-859-0405

*Are you a pet owner? Do you want to get up to 100%
back on vet bills? Physicians Mutual Insur-ance Company
has pet coverage that can help! Call 1-844-774-0206 to get a
free quote or visit insurebarkmeow.com/ads

*Diagnosed with lung cancer & 65+? You may qualify
for a substantial cash award. No obligation! We've recovered
millions. Let us help! Call 24/7 1-877-707-5707

*Replace your roof w/the best looking & longest lasting
material steel from Erie Metal Roofs! 3 styles & multiple
colors available. Guaranteed to last a lifetime! Limited Time
Offer up to 50% off install + Additional 10% off install (mili-
tary, health & 1st responders.) 1-833-370-1234

¢Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can install a new, custom bath
or shower in as little as one day. Limited time, we’re waiving
all installation costs! (Additional terms apply. Subject to
change and vary by dealer. Offer ends 12/31/23 Call 1-844-
501-3208

ACROSS
1.
4.
10.

11.
12.
14.
15.
16.
18.
22.

23.
24,
26.
27.
28.
30.
31.
34.
36.
37.

39.
40.
41
42.
48.
50.
51.

52.
53.
54.
55.
56.
58.

59.

Beats per minute

Hindu deity

Polynesian garland

of flowers

Not chained to

Metric ton

Tall, rounded vase
Musical composition

St. Francis of __

Discover the location of
Compact group

of mountains

Mend

Not current

Atomic #64

Young hawk

Or__

Pouches

Southern Thailand isthmus
Mends with yarn
Downwinds

One of two equal parts of
a divisible whole

Italian archaeological site
Cold appetizer

. Yes

Peninsula

Of that

A way to divide
Relating to the physical
senses

One who makes money
__Spumante (Italian wine)
Inconvenience (abbr.)
South Dakota

Snow sport

The products of human
creativity

Change mind

2. Former name of Iran 31. Leaves of an Arabian shrub
3. Made smaller 32. Groove in organ or tissue
4. Type of meter 33. Not of this world
> Revolt 35. Cooking device
6. Killed with rocks
7. Gregory __, US dancer 38. Forget
8. Nullifies 41. Operational flight
9. Home to the Flyers 43. Actress Danes
12. Female parent 44, Poke holes in
13. Pre-1917 Russian emperor 45. A way to discolor
17. Outsourcing (abbr.) 46. Shouts of welcome
19. Regal or farewell
20. Line
21. Hermann __, author 47. Pharrell's group
of “Siddhartha” 49. Red fluorescent dye
25. Clearing up 56. Jr's dad
29. No seats available 57. Electronics firm

Level: Beginner

guide 1-877-729-4998 or visit dorranceinfo.com/ads

REACH 20 MILLION HOMES

NATIONWIDE WITH ONE BUY!

60. Born of

DOWN
1. Similar to the color of a
clear unclouded sky

Here's How It Works:
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine
3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each
row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row,
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will
appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!
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2023 XT4 SPORT
#PF210847
$3500 SAVINGS PLUS 3.9%

2023 XT4a SPORT

#PF219692

$3500 SAVINGS PLUS 3.9%

2023 XT4 PREMIUM LUXURY

#PF200615

$3500 SAVINGS PLUS 3.9%

PRE-OWNED INVENTORY -READY TO DRIVEOFF THE LOT!

VIEW MORE PRE-OWNED INVENTORY AT RANDYMARIONCADILLACOFJACKSONVILLE.COM

2021 CADILLAC XT5
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SALE PRICE $32,488
31,743 MILES | STOCK# MZ114223

2019 RAM 1500

SALE PRICE $30,988
50,004 MILES | STOCK# KN543587

2015 BMW M4

SALE PRICE $41,788
44,128 MILES | STOCK# FF708794

SALE PRICE $35,880
21,195 MILES | STOCK# M1194514

2022 CADILLAC ESCALADE ESV

O -
SALE PRICE $84,988

41,134 MILES | STOCK# NR356222

2023 GENESIS G90

SALE PRICE $85,880
10,416 MILES | STOCK# PU012972

\

(904) 642-5111

4700 Southside Blvd, Jacksonville, FL 32216 | www.randymarioncadillacofjacksonville.com

2021)EEP GRAND CHEROKEE

SALE PRICE $43,488
12,503 MILES | STOCK# MC869705

2019 AUDI Q5

SALE PRICE $25,480
50,700 MILES | STOCK# K2074136

2023 GMC SIERRA 1500

SALE PRICE $66,988
4,784 MILES | STOCK# PG139721

2022 CHEVROLET CAMARO

SALE PRICE $47,480
4,247 MILES | STOCK# N0102871




