
Serving Ponte Vedra and 
the Beaches since 1969

904.998.9992 lotusofjacksonville.com

2024 Lotus Emira
NOW ORDERING

904.998.9992 lotusofjacksonville.com

2024 Lotus Eletre
NOW ORDERING

(904) 273-2691
615 A1A North, Suite #102

Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082
(on the corner of A1A and Corona Rd)
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Dr. Erika Hamer, DC, DIBCN, DIBE
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Care for Nearly 20 Years
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PONTE VEDRA
Your Community Voice for 50 Years  

Recorder EXTRA!entertainment

‘Echo’

Hometown 
hero

Alaqua Cox stars in “Echo”

THE

By Shaun Ryan

Recent events have laid bare a 
growing antisemitism across the na-
tion. Many of the boldest examples 
have occurred in places traditionally 
associated with scholarship and a 
respect for diverse cultures and opin-
ions: college campuses.

But expressions of hate have not 
been confined to institutions of high-
er learning. Neither do they target a 
single group of people.

Now, local community lead-
ers from diverse backgrounds are 
implementing an initiative launched 
in 2020 by UF Hillel to combat 
antisemitism and all forms of hate, a 

MaliVai Washington 
Foundation spreads 
holiday spirit through 
community

By Anthony Richards

The MaliVai Washington Foundation 
does its part in giving back to the commu-
nity in a variety of ways, and one of those 
traditions is its annual toy drive known as 
the Holiday Angels program. 

This year, gifts were donated, gathered 
and delivered to more than 300 children 
who are considered to be in low-income or 
at-risk situations.

According to Terri Florio, executive 
director at the MaliVai Washington Foun-
dation, the ability to give every child and 
families the sense of true holiday spirit by 
letting them know someone cares about 
them and that they are not alone is the ulti-
mate goal of the Holiday Angels program.

“We’ve been doing this since 2000,” 
Florio said. “It’s kind of morphed from the 
27 kids we had in our program in 2000, to 
now 23 years later and serving 200 kids 
and nearly 150 families.”

Every child that asked for a toy in the 
program gets at least a new toy, a new pair 
of sneakers and a new outfit, but some-
times donors will buy a couple of each 
thing listed.

“It’s a nice time of the year for the com-
munity to come together and do something 
nice for someone who might not have as 

much as they do,” Florio said. 
The foundation’s main office and center 

is located at 1055 West Sixth Street in 
Jacksonville.

“This is an incredibly challenged area 
with the highest violent crime and homi-

Initiative 
to battle 
bigotry

Providing the gifts of hope, kindness

Photo by Anthony Richards
The MaliVai Washington Foundation held its annual Holidays Angels program recently.

GIFTS continues on Page 9
INITIATIVE   continues on Page 3

Celebrating 55 Years
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BRIEFS
$1M project to add parking, ADA-accessible 
walkover to park

St. Johns County is moving forward with 
plans to provide a new ADA-accessible beach 
walkover and additional off-beach parking at 
Crescent Beach Park, 6930 A1A S., St. Augus-
tine. The walkover and expanded parking will 
use the space previously occupied by the South 
Beach Grill. St. Johns County purchased the res-
taurant’s former location at 45 Cubbedge Road, 
St. Augustine, for $2 million in June 2022.

The project budget is $995,000 from the Fis-
cal Year 2024 Budget, which includes $145,000 
for demolition and design and $850,000 for 
construction. Demolition of the site is ongoing, 
with the project expected to be completed by the 
end of 2024.

Palm Valley Market every Tuesday
The Palm Valley Market is held from 10 a.m. 

to 2 p.m. every Tuesday inside the Palm Val-
ley Community Center, 148 Canal Road. The 
market offers fresh produce, baked goods, local 
honey, tea, seasonal treats, soap, jewelry, plants 
and more.

Republican Party meeting set
A St. Johns County Republican Party District 

4 meeting will be held at 6:15 p.m. Jan. 18 at 
Palm Valley Community Center, 148 Canal 
Blvd., Ponte Vedra Beach.

Democratic Club to meet
The Ponte Vedra Democratic Club will hold 

its monthly meeting on Jan. 22 at the Ponte 
Vedra Library, 101 Library Road. Chat and 
chew at 5:30 p.m., meeting at 6 p.m. Featured 
speaker will be Donna Deegan, mayor of the 
City of Jacksonville. For more information, go 
to PVDemClub@gmail.com.

Author to speak at Jewish Historical Society 
event

On Jan. 29, The St. Augustine Jewish Histori-
cal Society will host Robert I. Blau, an Ameri-
can career foreign service officer and author of 
“The Oldest City’s Oldest Synagogue, a History 
of the St. Augustine, Florida, Jewish Commu-
nity.” 

The one-hour presentation will begin at 4 
p.m. and take place at the Main Library, 1960 N. 
Ponce De Leon Blvd., in St. Augustine. All are 
welcome to this event. There is no charge. For 
best directions call the Main Library at 904-827-
6940 or go to sjcpls.org. For further information 

about the St. Augustine Jewish Historical Soci-
ety, go to sajhs.com or call 804-914-4460.

Woman’s Club plans masquerade ball
The Ponte Vedra Woman’s Club will hold a 

Masquerade Ball on Feb. 17 at the Ponte Vedra 
Concert Hall. The event will benefit five local 
charities. It will be hosted by Toni Foxx of Easy 
102.9 morning show. Tickets will be available 
soon via Ticketmaster. Admission is $125 per 
person through Jan. 31, $150 per person from 
Feb. 1-16, and $175 at the box office on the day 
of the event. 

For further information, go to: 
pontevedrawomansclub.com/info.
php?pnum=86558a36b25e75.

— Compiled by Shaun Ryan

Hugh Osteen
COO/VP

hugh@osteenmediagroup.com

(904) 285-8831

Susan Griffin
Publisher

susan@pontevedrarecorder.com

(904) 686-3938

Shaun Ryan
Editor

shaun@pontevedrarecorder.com

(904) 285-8831, ext. 1202

Anthony Richards
Reporter

anthony@pontevedrarecorder.com

(904) 285-8831, ext. 1207

Don Coble
Contributor 

don@claytodayonline.com

Amber Anderson
Page/Graphic Designer

amber@pontevedrarecorder.com

April Snyder
Sales Assistant

april@pontevedrarecorder.com 

(904) 285-8831, ext. 1204

Kristin Flanagan
Account Executive

kristin@pontevedrarecorder.com

(904) 285-8831, ext. 1206

Adele McGraw 
Account Executive

adele@pontevedrarecorder.com

(904) 285-8831, ext. 1208 

Joe Wilhelm
Circulation Manager 

joe@osteenmediagroup.com

(904) 300-5374

PUZZLE SOLUTIONSINSIDE
One of Us
Page 6

Business Weekly
Pages 23-26

In the Arts 
Pages 27-28

Sports 
Page 29

Send us your news
We welcome submissions of photos, stories, columns and letters to  
the editor. Let us know what’s happening. If you have hard copies of 
photos you want us to feature, feel free to bring them to our office —  
we’ll scan them and hand them right back. E-mail submissions to  
news@pontevedrarecorder.com or bring them by our office at  
1102 A1A N., Unit 108, Ponte Vedra Beach.

Plus, find the Recorder on Facebook at 
www.facebook.com/ThePVRecorder

Visit our new website at 
www.pontevedrarecorder.com

Subscription Rates, Bulk Mail: 
One year, $40; six months, $20. Rates 
not applicable in Canada or overseas. 
To subscribe, call (904) 285-8831.

ZOOLIGHTS
LANTERN EXPERIENCE

Presented by In partnership with

Select nights
November 19–February 18

SAFETY CLASSES

See more events and
classes at
app.thelink.zone

FULL CPR AED &
FIRST AID CLASS

BABYSITTING &
CHILD SAFETY
COURSE

Saturday, January 27
9 am - 1 pm

Saturday, February 10
10 am - 2 pm 

Enhance your life-saving
skills with this
comprehensive on-site CPR
AED & First Aid training.

Students will learn how to
supervise children and
infants, perform basic child
care-skills, Identify child
safety hazards and more.

at the link
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FROM COTTAGES TO CASTLES

beacheshomes.com

beacheshomes.com

Over $51 Million in Sales in 2023
Cheers to a joyful New Year ahead!

elizabeth hudgins
904.553.2032

sarah alexander
904.334.3104

CUSTOM BUILDING & REMODELING
SINCE 1962

RRRESSSIDENNNTIAL /// CCCOOOMMERRRCCCIALR SSS N // CCCO RRCCC

TOM TROUT, inc.
GENERAL CONTRACTOR

CBC026189

(((904))) 737-5412 • tomtroutinc.com
Contact us for a FREE consultation!

P
V
2-
LV

45
85

7

106 Stockton Street, Jacksonville
Monday through Saturday 10:00AM - 5:00PM | Sunday 10:00AM - 4:00PM

Reclaimed Wood • Vintage Doors • Architectural Salvage  
One-of-a-Kind Antique Furniture • And Much More

Let’s Create Something  
Extraordinary

Whether you’re looking to add a distinctive 
centerpiece to your home, furnish your office, or 

elevate your commercial space with custom wood 
accents, the Eco Relics Wood Shop is ready to 

bring your vision to life.

Visit ecorelics.com for more creations  
from our custom wood shop. 

good-will effort called Spread Cream 
Cheese Not Hate®.

Each January, Jewish and non-Jewish 
student volunteers invite others at the 
University of Florida to sign a pledge 
to combat hate and to keep the com-
munity safe and welcoming. In return, 
they receive a free bagel and cream 
cheese. The bagel is a way to help 
break the ice, to start a conversation, to 
ultimately build a coalition of people 
working together toward this common 

goal.
The goal is to promote tolerance and 

understanding among people from dif-
ferent backgrounds.

Last year, Tammy Shumer and Karen 
Freedman, then-co-presidents of Beth 
El The Beaches Synagogue, learned 
of an initiative by The B’nai Tzedek 
Next Gen Grant Making Committee of 
the Jewish Federation & Foundation of 
Northeast Florida to support program-
ming that would combat antisemitism, 
bias and hate. They saw an opportunity 
to partner with the surrounding com-
munity to implement the Spread Cream 
Cheese Not Hate® initiative.

Christ Church, Palms Presbyterian, 
JaxTHRIVE and students from UNF 
have joined the effort, and more than 
50 volunteers have been trained to en-
courage dialogue and education about 
the issue.

The churches are planning pledge 
events this month (with a goal of 1,000 
pledges), and the initiative will com-
mence with a kick-off dinner featuring 
guest speakers as well as teen leaders 
from Ponte Vedra High School, Lan-
drum Middle School, Episcopal High 
School and Bolles High School. There 
will be follow-up educational programs 
in February.

“We feel these actions will demon-
strate the strength of our community 
in standing against antisemitism and 
all forms of hate and have the potential 
to make a meaningful impact,” Freed-
man wrote in an article for Jewish Life 
Magazine.

Members of the community not affili-
ated with the participating churches can 
still take the pledge online at https://
form.jotform.com/233165102944148. 
Signers can claim their free bagel and 
cream cheese between 10:30 a.m. and 
1 p.m. Jan. 28 at Trasca & Co., 155 
Tourside Drive, No. 1500, Ponte Vedra 
Beach.

Initiative 
Continued from 1



Ponte Vedra Recorder · January 4, 20244   COMMUNITY NEWS

Patio Furniture
Family Owned & Operated • Immediate Delivery • Wholesale Prices

www.palmcasual.com • The #1 manufacturer of patio furniture in Florida since 1979

650 Blanding
Orange Park
904-579-3455

11323 Beach
Jacksonville
904-641-8308

Mon-Sat 9-5 • Closed Sundays

Money Back Guarantee
If you can find a better value in patio furniture or for 
any other reason wish to return your furniture, you 

may do so within 30 days for a full refund.

Lifetime Service!

WickerAluminumCast up to40% offsugg. retail

Choose from

300Fabrics 1 week delivery

Interfaith donation helps to meet 
community housing needs

Latter-day Saint Charities, the humani-
tarian arm of The Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter-day Saints, recently donated 
funds to The LJD Jewish Family & Com-
munity Services (JFCS) to provide local 
struggling individuals and families, includ-
ing seniors, with housing assistance.

The one-time payment is estimated to 
provide assistance to more than 80 house-
holds over the next year in the Jackson-
ville area. The goal is to allow households 
to remain in their current housing accom-
modations, wherever possible.

“Emergency financial assistance is the 
heart of JFCS wraparound care, keeping 
families safe, together and in their homes,” 

said JFCS Chief Executive Officer Colleen 
Rodriguez. “For families struggling with 
poverty, whether generational or situ-
ational, housing stability is a top barrier to 
family safety and wellbeing.”

Flexible funding from Latter-day Saint 
Charities will allow The JFCS to directly 
address the range of needs of families 
in crisis and help them achieve housing 
stability. This funding will allow JFCS to 
meet people where they are and provide 
the support that makes sense for each 
individual family. Whether it’s rent, utili-
ties, a car repair, prescription assistance or 
a GED program, it’s a win for the entire 
family. With support tailored to each fam-

ily, JFCS can help families build the skills 
and resources to achieve and maintain true 
housing stability. 

Latter-day Saint Charities is committed 
to supporting local nonprofit organizations 
with interfaith efforts to achieve the great-
est good. JFCS met the criteria for support 
due to their long-standing impact in this 
area and the impressive programs in place 
to help those in need in many ways.

“JFCS stood out to us as an organiza-
tion in alignment with our charitable 
goals,” said Stephen Heywood, president 
of the Florida Jacksonville East Stake of 
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints. “I am so pleased we were able to 

facilitate this support.”
As a separate initiative, the two or-

ganizations have also collaborated to 
provide food assistance to the JFCS’ 
registered program participants. In 2022 
the Max Block Food Pantry served more 
than 174,699 meals to more than 19,000 
clients.

“We could not be more grateful to 
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints for their partnership and incredible 
generosity,” said Rodriguez. “Through 
this most recent impactful gift we are able 
to continue our work, preventing home-
lessness for the most vulnerable in the 
community.”

Pictured from left are Susie Menaged, director of development, The Jewish Family & 
Community Services; Stephen Heywood, president, The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints Florida Jacksonville East Stake; Colleen Rodriguez, CEO, The Jewish Family & Community 
Services; and Marilyn Darius, financial assistance/food pantry supervisor, Max Block Food 
Bank, JFCS. The donation was received at the JFCS main office.

Contributed photos
Tour of the Frisch Family Holocaust Memorial Gallery, inside the JFCS Facility.
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#2 Top Small Residential 
Real Estate Team  NE Florida 
2023, 2022, 2021

M A R S H  L A N D I N G  R E A LT Y  |  2 5 6 5 5  M a r s h  L a n d i n g  P a r k w a y  |  P o n t e  Ve d r a  B e a c h ,  F l o r i d a  3 2 0 8 2

marshlandingbeachesrealty.com 

Ponte Vedra Beach |  Jacksonville & the Beaches  |  Intracoastal & Oceanfront Properties

RENTAL - 201 25TH AVE. S. #N32 - $3,000/mo. - Jacksonville Beach

Contact us for any of your real estate needs and for a complimentary estimate of your home’s value!

C I C I  A N D E R S O N  &  J E N N A  F I S H E RC I C I  A N D E R S O N  &  J E N N A  F I S H E R  

CICI ANDERSON, PA | 904.537.0457
Founding Realtor, Broker
cicisellsjax@gmail.com

JENNA FISHER, PA | 904.881.4201
Broker

jennasellsjax@gmail.comCici Anderson & Jenna Fisher

RECENTLY SOLD

2572 Tartus Dr. - $1,035,000
712 Great Egret Way - $2,150,000
3237 Fiddlers Hammock - 1,020,000 
13810 Sutton Park #232 - $210,000
102 Laguna Villas #H14 - $490,000
304 Rum Runner - $520,000
14402 Marina San Pablo #203 - $925,000
91 San Juan Dr. #G3 - $1,270,000
24543 Deer Trace - $1,299,000
40 Jefferson Ave. - $1,320,000
24632 Harbour View Dr. - $2,600,000
14402 Marina San Pablo #801- $2,425,000
120 Indian Cove Lane - $1,325,000
112 Indian Cove Lane - $1,299,000
14402 Marina San Pablo #206- $1,250,000
81 Milenia Drive - $650,000
55 S. Nine Drive - $700,000
7625 Founders Way - $1,999,000
2 Turnberry Pointe Way - $2,400,000
33 Loggerhead Lane - $585,000
5330 Bookdocks Rd. - $295,000

9909 FILAMENT BLVD.
$524,999 - eTown

Great Amenities  - Close to Shopping

104 LAGUNA VILLAS BLVD. #F24 
$495,000 - Jacksonville Beach

Steps to the Beach

105 25TH AVE. S. #L34
$510,000 - Jacksonville Beach

113 INDIAN COVE LN.
$1,399,000 - Marsh Landing

Waterfront - Dock on Tidal Creek

24761 HARBOUR VIEW DR.
Builder/Lot Package - $10,465,000

$5,500,000 - Marsh Landing Lot
60’ Boat Slip

47 HILLER LANE
$509,999 - Nocatee

112 HARBOURMASTER CT.
$3,549,999 - Marsh Landing

60’ Boat Slip

UNDER CONTRACT

UNDER CONTRACT

3855 PAINTED BUNTING WAY 
$1,149,000 - Pablo Bay

UNDER CONTRACT

8230 MERGANSER DR.
$1,749,999 - Marsh Landing

Waterfront - Dock on Tidal Creek

PENDING

TISH FROCKT, PA
904.710.3862

Realtor
Sales & Marketing 

tishsellsjax@gmail.com

PAT COPEMAN
904.866.6723

patcopeman
@gmail.com

MELODY JOY SNELEN, PA
Realtor

904.803.7367
melodyjoyrealestate

@gmail.com

NIKKI STEVENS
904.710.3758

nikki@nikkistevensgroup.com
NikkiStevensGroup.com

DAVID J. DARCH
904.962.4884

pontevedraproperties
@yahoo.com

KRYSTAL HOOD
601.416.3402

KrystalHoodRealtor
@gmail.com

BUY or SELL with us & receive a complimentary Initiation fee for Social Membership to Marsh Landing CC.  
Some restrictions apply.

SOLDSOLD
125 CARRIAGE LAMP WAY

$2,500,000 - Marsh Landing
SOLD IN 1 DAY
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Berta Odom

Berta Odom is the current chair for the St. Johns County Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors. She is also a Realtor with RE/
MAX 100 Realty.

As told to Shaun Ryan

Tell me about your background. Where are you from 
originally and how did you get into real estate?

I was born and raised in St. Augustine, so am ex-
tremely proud of my community and what it is all about. 
I worked for State Farm Insurance for over 30 years, 
and when I retired, I decided to come back “home.”

After a few years I realized that there had to be a way 
for me to get “reacquainted” with my community. Real 
estate had always been an interest of mine, so I decided 
to pursue another career in real estate. Now after 20 
years in the business I still enjoy it today.

I have been fortunate to serve as the president of the 
Board of Realtors for two years, 2020 and 2021, as well 
as many other designations regarding real estate.

Do you specialize in a specific geographic region or 
type of property?

I primarily do residential in all of St. Johns County 
and surrounding counties. I feel that I know residential 
and should stay in my lane of what I know best. There 
are too many other good Realtors that specialize in com-
mercial, etc. that I can refer business out to.

What do you like best about your career?
So much! The wonderful and different people that I 

get to help, and some have become very good friends to 
this day. The flexibility is also a plus. After being in the 
business for 20 years I have a lot of repeat business or 
referrals from them.

                                                                               
You are the new chair for the St. Johns County 
Chamber of Commerce. Do you have anything 
specific you plan to focus on in the coming year? Are 
there some significant issues that the Chamber will 
take up during that time?

Yes, continuing to work on attainable housing for St. 
Johns County. We commissioned a study and a “white” 
paper; people can find the results on our website. Please 
encourage residents and businesses to join our coalition, 
explaining that by joining the coalition they are just stat-
ing that they agree that having attainable housing in St. 
Johns County is important for our economic growth.

One of the ways to plan for attainable housing in the 
long run is to use the Comprehensive Plan and Future 
Land Use Map, which is fully updated every 25 years. 
The Chamber is looking forward to working with the 
county consultant and providing recommendations from 
the Chamber’s Comp Plan Committee as the new plan 
needs to be updated by 2025.

We will continue our goal to become an autism-certi-
fied tourist destination. And we will end the fiscal year 
celebrating our 120 years!

I understand that post-COVID there have been some 
new, mostly small businesses opening up. Describe 
some of the reasons these new business owners — 
or even not-so-new ones, for that matter — should 
consider becoming members of the Chamber.

If you own or operate a business in St. Johns County 
and want to grow it, you should be a member of the 
Chamber. Joining the Chamber strengthens business 
credibility as you become a member of the second-larg-
est, broad-business organization in the region with more 
than 1,000 members. Joining the Chamber improves 

your business visibility through connections and net-
working with other business owners and exposure in the 
community through board service.

I hear often members saying: “The quality and the 
number of connections I have made through the Cham-
ber is not achievable on my own.” They go further say-
ing: “It would have taken me at least a couple of years to 
expand my network and only took me a few months with 
the Chamber.”

We accelerate the connections businesses are able 
to make and provide a platform for business owners to 
meet decision makers. In addition to that we advocate 
for businesses and drive prosperity with our economic 
development and public policy influence to ensure this 
community is conducive for businesses to expand and 

relocate to.   

What do you like best about living here on the First 
Coast?

What is not to like! First Coast offers beaches, na-
tional parks, history and let’s not forget the beautiful 
weather!

How do you like to spend your free time?
Being a Realtor and a Chamber member, there is 

always something to do. When my twin grandsons are in 
town, we hit the beach and enjoy our beautiful commu-
nity. Six months out of the year I volunteer for Turtle Pa-
trol; I do my part to help save the sea turtles. Volunteer-
ing is something that I enjoy and is the most fulfilling.

Contributed photo
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The globe is their campus.
 The Bolles Global Learning and Engagement Program provides cultural exchanges

 throughout the year. Plus, the School offers extensive travel opportunities around the world. 
While here, all grade levels receive advanced learning in science, fine and performing arts, 

languages and athletics—all with a focus on global citizenship.

Bolles.org  |  Pre-K through Grade 12, Day & Boarding School

Learn more  
about Bolles 

GL&E program
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153 Fort Wade Rd., Ste 100, Ponte Vedra

Schedule Your Appointment Today!
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VETERANS 
SPECIALS
FREE

• COMPREHENSIVE EXAM
• COMPLETE SET OF X-RAYS
• PROFESSIONAL CLEANING
• 10% DISCOUNT ON ALL
 PROSTHETICS AND IMPLANTS

*Restrictions apply. Call for details.

PREVENTIVE SERVICES
• Free Comprehensive Exam
• Free X-rays
• Free adult cleaning (2)

PROSTHETIC SERVICES: 20% OFF
• Complete Dentures
• Full Arch Implant Dentures
 (Fixed Hybrid Denture)
• Overdenture (Removable 

Snap-in Denture)
• Partial Dentures

• Crowns
• Veneers
• Bridges
• Implant Crown and Abutment
• Occlusal Night Guards

SURGICAL SERVICES
• Simple tooth extraction: $150
• Surgical tooth extraction $250
• Implant placement: 20% OFF
• Bone grafting: 25% OFF
• Tissue grafting: 25% OFF

*Sedation services, sleep apnea 
appliances,Botox and fillers not included. 

Restrictions apply.  Call for details.

No Insurance? We’ve got you covered! $500 A YEAR

CARLOS BLACKMON, 
DDS, MS

PROSTHODONTIST

YOUR SMILE SAYS IT ALL
PROVIDING TRUSTED SPECIALIZED CARE TO PATIENTS

Contributed photo

Santa Paws visits K9s
Santa Paws has been busy delivering the good law enforcement K9s on the First Coast their favorite dog toys, 

thanks to the community’s help. For the past seven years, 12-year-old Emma Johnson, “Santa Paws,” has spent 
her Christmas Eve dressed up with her parents delivering dog toys to the First Coast four-legged crime fighters 
who protect and serve their communities. This year is no exception as the Johnson family dressed up as “National 
Lampoon’s Christmas Vacation” characters and arrived in a Cousin Eddie-style RV to make the deliveries. New 
this year: The community’s elves who shopped Santa Paws’ Amazon link helped provided even more toys. 

Yacht Club 
marks 150 years

2024 marks the 150th anniversary for the St. Au-
gustine Yacht Club.

Founded in 1874, its membership now exceeds 
250. A SAYC Sailing Center focused on the youth 
living in and around St. Augustine is currently under 
construction as the sailing program grows.

On Feb. 13, the club will host a Grand Masquerade 
Ball, mimicking those elegant affairs held in the late 
1800s. A black tie and masked event such as this has 
not been seen in St. Augustine for some time now. 

Dinner will be catered by Purple Olive with cock-
tail hour entertainment by classical guitarist Chuck 
Rogers, with his wife Laura accompanying him on 
the flute. Later in the evening, attendees will dance 
the night away to live band music by Contact Buzz.

The ball will be held 6-10 p.m. at River House. 
Tickets are $150. Both members and the public are 
invited.

During the late 1800s and early 1900s, the club 
was referred to as the Winter Newport because so 
many prominent northern families came here for 
“the season,” January through May. The club became 
renowned for its parties. The most famous was the 
“Grand Bal Masque,” held each February at a hotel. 
It “eclipsed anything of the season,” according to 
one scribe. Two hundred attendees, many of them 
masked, would dance to an orchestra until 2 a.m.

For information or tickets, go to staugustiney-
achtclub.com/event/xkjUpSXibM.
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Full Service Pest & Termite Control

Wood Destroying Organism Inspections

Next Day Appointments

Same Day Reports

(904)338-9847
Info@termitedepot.com

Serving all of North Florida & The Beaches

termiteDEPOT.com

cide rates in the city,” Florio said. “A lot of 
our kids witness or are around a lot of that 
stuff, so to bring some holiday joy is really 
important to us.”

It has been a busy time of year for the 
MaliVai Washington Foundation, which 
began around Thanksgiving, when they 
sorted food items for families instead of 
toys.

Other events the nonprofit was a part 
of during December were the ability for 
children in the program to shop with a 
Jacksonville Jaguars player, where the 
children had the opportunity to shop not 
just for themselves but also for their family 
members.

“We also had children drink smoothies 
with Josh Allen here on Monday (Dec. 18), 
but this is truly the culmination of our holi-
day season. Every day you look at it and 
wonder how it’s all going to get done, but 
at the end of the day the kids are happy, 
and the families are happy.”

The support from the community is key 
to helping make sure the programs are a 
success, and the volunteers that helped 

both gather and deliver gifts mean the 
world to Florio and the foundation’s staff.

Another sign of that support is that the 
Furyk & Friends Foundation gave some 
of the food collected during its “Hope for 
the Holidays” food drive to the MaliVai 
Washington Foundation to disperse to its 
families in need.

“We’re blessed that we are able to 
provide a helping hand to those families 
that have a need or request help over the 
holidays,” Florio said. “We’re still kind of 
a well-kept secret, in that we’re not as big 
as some of the other organizations in town, 
which means for us it’s a way to expose 
more people to all the things that we do 
through their involvement.”

The Holiday Angels program is one of 
the many MaliVai Washington Foundation 
events held throughout the year, and some 
volunteers are regulars that have been 
helping offer support for years.

“There are a lot of different ways for us 
to involve the community and for them 
to donate or give back with their time,” 
Florio said.

Homework assistance, life skills classes 
and fitness activities, such as tennis, are 
just some of the services the foundation 
offers throughout the year.

Gifts
Continued from 1

Photo by Anthony Richards
Volunteers help organize gifts.
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Come and join us for our 2nd Annual Christmas Party at the link.December 16 5:00 PM - 8:00 PM» We’ll have a snow machine - Come play in the SNOW! 
» Write your letter for Santa and drop it into our special mailbox, which is bound for the North Pole!» Picture with Santa & Games for Kids» Theatre Performance by Sapna Academy Students

» Dance Performance by Level Up Dance - Competition Team» Wear your favorite Christmas Ugly Sweater - best sweater wins a prize!» Cookies, Hot Cocoa & Grinch Punch

Unique Space in the Heart of Nocatee425 Town Plaza AvenuePonte Vedra, FL 32081

HURRY! Scan the QR Code  to register before space fills up! For more information, call us at (904) 299-3671 or visit app.thelink.zone

I’ll combine your home & auto. You save.It’s called service.
Jonathan A Gibbs, AgentBus: 904-834-7312Ponte Vedra, FL 32081

Contact Me

Photo courtesy of NOC Rucks
NOC Rucks is a free club open to anyone in the Nocatee community looking to be active and social at the same time. It is regarded as the largest 
ruck club in the world and meets every Wednesday night and Sunday morning at the park in front of the link. Read more on page 11.
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“The new year stands before us, like a chapter in 
a book, waiting to be written.” — Melody Beattie

By Kathy Esfahani
Happy 2024! With the arrival of 

the new year, we make many fresh 
starts in our lives. Be sure to include 
flowers in your plans! Many blooms 
symbolize luck or new beginnings and 
are, therefore, perfect for centerpieces, 
decorations or just new additions to 
your home.

• Orchids represent luck, wealth, 
abundance, luxury and beauty. They are available in a 
variety of colors and make a thoughtful gift. An orchid 
prefers a bright environment, but not direct sunlight, and 
requires little maintenance other than proper watering.

• Daffodils are traditional symbols of new beginnings or 
rebirth. Although many associate these blooms with spring, 
they are also a popular gift for the new year — just be sure 
to give more than one as some believe a single daffodil 
bloom symbolizes bad luck!

• Lotus flowers submerge into the water and mud 
around them at the end of each day but blossom again the 
following morning as a beautiful bloom above the water. 

Their waxy petals do not hold the mud, producing a clean, 
bright bloom each day. For these reasons, a lotus flower 
is a symbol of rebirth and purity, but they also represent 
wealth, peace, grace and devotion.

• Calla lilies symbolize youth, purity and new 
beginnings. Their name comes from the Greek word for 
beauty, and the blooms have silky, elegant petals. The 
white calla lily is most recognizable and often used in 
wedding bouquets. However, these flowers are available in 
a variety of colors including yellow (meaning friendship), 

black (meaning mystery) and purple (meaning royalty).
• Alstroemeria represents fortune, prosperity and wealth. 

It is also known as the Peruvian lily and features a trumpet-
shaped bloom. These flowers are wonderful additions to 
arrangements as they can last up to two weeks when cut.

• Hyacinth flowers are signs of new beginnings and 
change, but they are also used in Christian churches to 
symbolize joy and love. A hyacinth plant has long leaves 
and one to three spikes full of purple/blue flowers. They 
have a pleasant scent but contain oxalic acid that can cause 
skin irritation (be sure to wear gloves if working with the 
blooms).

• Peonies represent prosperity, innocence, dignity and 
compassion. Red blooms in particular are symbols of good 
luck and are, therefore, often seen in gifts or decorations 
around New Year’s. Peonies produce large blooms in a 
variety of colors.

Happy new year!

Flower of the Week: Orchid

Please email Kathy at kcg.pvr@gmail.com for any 
questions or gardening tips you would like to see in the 
future. For more information and ideas, visit Kathy’s 
Creative Gardens & Nursery, 196 N. Roscoe Blvd. The 
phone number is 904-655-7373.

The Recorder’s garden columnist, Kathy Esfahani of Kathy’s Creative Gardens & Nursery, shares her tips for growing 
gorgeous gardens in Northeast Florida.

KATHY’S GARDENING GUIDE

Kathy Esfahani

Celebrate the new year with flowers
Flower of the Week

Orchid

Photo provided by Kathy’s Creative Gardens & Nursery
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200 PONTE VEDRA BOULEVARD  |  904.285.6927  |  RSALES@PVRESORTS.COM  |   PVCLUBREALTY.COM

PONTE VEDRA CLUB REALTY

217 HIDDEN DUNE CT.  | PONTE VEDRA BEACH, FL     
$589,000 | LISTED BY MICHAEL CURET

1655 THE GREENS WAY #2213 | JACKSONVILLE BEACH, FL
$295,000 | LISTED BY BRIAN MASSEY

Preferred Membership Initiation fee pricing for the Ponte Vedra Inn & Club, The Lodge & Club, Epping Forest Yacht & Country Club and The River Club
is available exclusively through Ponte Vedra Club Realty. Call us today to see how to take advantage of this offer.

VACANT LOT  | .25 ACRES  |  PRIVATE BEACH ACCESS

FEATURED PROPERTIES

2  BEDROOMS  |  2 BATHS  |  1,156 SQ. FT.

SPECTACULAR VIEWS AMAZING AMENITIES

Jimmy Jam BBQ Slam returns Saturday, Jan. 6
The Jimmy Jam BBQ Slam is returning to the St. 

Johns County Fairgrounds on Saturday, Jan. 6, for 
a day filled with smoke, music and a new addition, 
a throwdown of the best chowder around. It is pre-
sented in partnership with title sponsor MasterCraft 
Builder Group.

The Jimmy Jam BBQ Slam is named for James 
Wray, affectionately called Jimmy Jam by his many 
friends. He managed the Betty Griffin thrift store in 
St. Augustine, which helps fund the Betty Griffin 
Center. The center provides a safe and secure shelter 
for victims and survivors of domestic or sexual as-
sault.

Wray had a deep passion for helping others and 
continued doing so up until his death from cancer. 
His love for barbecue and cars helped inspire the 
event. Every dollar raised by the Jimmy Jam BBQ 
Slam continues his philanthropic work, helping 
members of the community who find themselves in 
need. 

While the BBQ takes center stage, there are plenty 
of fun activities for the whole family. Everyone will 
flip over the car show, featuring classic cars, trucks 
and motorcycles. Trophies will be presented to the 
finest rides. A cornhole tournament kicks off at noon. 
Competitors can register beginning at 11 a.m. for 
$25 per person. The kid's zone will provide hours of 
entertainment for the littlest guests while more than 
50 local vendors offer an array of goods, from datil 
sauce and candy to art, candles and jewelry. 

Live music provides the soundtrack for a day 
of barbecue, cars and fun. Beginning at 11 a.m., 

performers include Orlando Mendez, David Loose, 
Rambler Kane, Skin & Bonz, Kirk Whalen and 
Stephen Quinn.

A selection of drinks, cold beer and various food 
trucks will be on-site to quench your thirst and stave 
off hunger until the BBQ is ready.

The St. Johns County Fairgrounds are located at 
5840 State Road 207 East, Elkton. Gates open at 10 
a.m., and parking is free. Admission is $10 per adult; 
children 10 and under are admitted free.

For event details and to purchase tickets, go to 
jimmyjambbqslam.com.

Photos courtesy of Jimmy Jam BBQ Slam
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• Professionally installed    
   wall-to-wall carpet

• Large assortment  
   of unique, in-stock  
   area rugs

• Sisal, Seagrass, Jute

• Custom sized carpets    
   and rug pads

Jacksonville Boat Show set for Jan. 26-28
The North Florida Marine Association 

has announced its 76th Jacksonville Boat 
Show, to be held Jan. 26-28 at the Prime 
Osborn Convention Center in Jacksonville. 
The North Florida event has been bring-
ing together the boating community since 
1947.

This year’s show, sponsored by VyS-
tar Credit Union, will offer three days of 
water-related fun, family-friendly activi-
ties and educational seminars — as well 

as good deals on hundreds of boats and 
thousands of accessories.

Boat show attendees will be among the 
first to see and board brand-new models 
of all types of watercraft, including fish-
ing boats, cruisers, ski boats, pontoons, 
inflatables, personal watercraft and more. 

Show sponsors include VyStar Credit 

Union, Continental Battery Systems and 
AgPro. Tickets are available now at boat-
jax.com.

Prime F. Osborn III Convention Center 
is located at 1000 Water St., Jacksonville. 
Boat Show hours are 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. Jan. 
26; 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Jan. 27; and 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. Jan. 28. Admission is $15 for 

adults; $5 for children 12 and under; and 
$12 for seniors, military and first respond-
ers with ID. Food is available for purchase 
from the vendors and is not included with 
admission.

Parking for the general public is $10 per 
automobile per day.

For more information, go to boatjax.com

Contributed photos
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20% OFF WINDOWS* &
23% OFF PATIO DOORS*
$0 Down | 0 Payments | 0% Interest for 12 Months*

Custom Replacement Window & Door Sale!

With energy efficient solutions 
for every climate, our windows 

and doors take advantage of 
the newest technologies to 

help lower energy costs and 
keep your family comfortable.

O�icial Partner of the 
Jacksonville Jaguars

Request A Complimentary In-home Design Consultation & Quote!  |  855-830-2420  |  RBAFLA.com

Replacement Windows  |  French Doors  |  Gliding Doors  |  Entry Doors  |  Installation Included!

Jacksonville Humane Society gets grant from THE PLAYERS
The Jacksonville Humane Society (JHS) has received 

a $45,000 grant from THE PLAYERS Championship. 
This significant contribution will be used to purchase 
a dedicated vehicle for JHS, enhancing its capacity to 
deliver humane education outreach programs to the local 
community.

The grant from THE PLAYERS will specifically fund 
the acquisition of a mobile outreach vehicle, enabling 
the Jacksonville Humane Society to expand its reach and 
impact in the community. The focus of this outreach ef-
fort is to bring the joy of reading and the companionship 
of animals to children in local schools and afterschool 
nonprofit programs via Pawsitive Reading, the program 
currently offered at the JHS campus.

“We are immensely grateful to THE PLAYERS for 
their generous grant, which will enable us to take our hu-
mane education initiatives to the next level,” said Denise 
Deisler, CEO at the Jacksonville Humane Society. “This 
program will bring the joy of reading and the therapeutic 
benefits of interacting with animals to children who may 
not otherwise have the option to come to JHS and partici-
pate in Pawsitive Reading. Now, we can take Pawsitive 
Reading on the road!”

“We hope that with this donation we can help foster 
a lifelong love of learning for our younger fans, and we 
can’t think of a better way to do this than with the help-
ing paws of our furry friends at Jacksonville Humane 
Society,” said Emily Bellock, senior director community 
outreach, THE PLAYERS Championship.

The vehicle’s first stop was to deliver new books to 
youth at the MaliVai Washington Youth Fund Center 
along with a visit from a Dudley, a mixed-breed dog 
who was adopted from JHS. Children took turns reading 

their new books to Dudley, who delighted in hearing the 
stories. The books were made possible by a grant from 
The Jim Moran Foundation, which also helps fund educa-
tional outreach at the Jacksonville Humane Society. 

To learn more about humane education programs of-
fered by the Jacksonville Humane Society for children 
of all ages, go to jaxhumane.org/education. For more on 
THE PLAYERS, go to THEPLAYERS.com.

THE PLAYERS Championship recently provided a $45,000 
grant to the Jacksonville Humane Society.

Contributed photos
Kids read to Dudley, a mixed-breed dog, as part of the 
Pawsitive Reading program.
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Ground broken for $32.5M road project in St. Johns County
St. Johns County held a groundbreak-

ing ceremony on Dec. 21 to celebrate the 
start of the $32.5 million County Road 
2209 Road Improvement Project. This 
project will add an additional four miles 
of four-lane road from SilverLeaf Park-
way to State Road 16 with a sidewalk on 
one side and 12-foot-wide multi-purpose 
path on the other.

“This project is more than just a road 
project and a sidewalk; it’s about building 
a better St. Johns County for the people 
of our community,” District 2 County 

Commissioner and St. Johns Board of 
County Commissioners Chair Sarah 
Arnold said. 

District 7 state Sen. Travis Hutson 
participated in the ceremony.

“It’s been about a decade of this being 
a priority, and we finally delivered on 
it, so the state is partnering up with the 
county, and this is going to relieve the 
congestion that you see on 95,” Hutson 
said. “So, we are happy to be a partner 
and it is going to help a lot for the resi-
dents.”

A ceremonial dirt toss included Arnold, 
Hutson, District 3 County Commissioner 
Roy Alaimo, District 5 County Commis-
sioner Henry Dean, County Administra-
tor Joy Andrews, Public Works Director 
Greg Caldwell and project manager 
Valerie Pacetti. 

This project will cost $32.5 million 
and is funded by Florida Department of 
Transportation grants and Capital Im-
provement Project funds from the county. 
This is one of 35 transportation projects 
totaling $183 million that is available on 

the county’s Capital Improvement Project 
Public Access Dashboard.

Currently, the county is extending the 
existing box culvert across Mill Creek to 
accommodate the road widening project.

England-Thims and Miller Inc. led 
the civil design work and J.B. Coxwell 
Contracting, Inc. will be the contractor 
for the project.

Construction is set to break ground this 
month and will be completed in January 
2026 weather permitting.

Pictured from left are County Administrator Joy Andrews, project manager Valerie Pacetti, 
County Commissioner Roy Alaimo, County Commissioner Sarah Arnold, state Sen. Travis 
Hutson, Public Works Director Greg Caldwell and County Commissioner Henry Dean.

Contributed photos
Commissioner Sarah Arnold, right, listens as state Sen. Travis Hutson speaks to the attendees.
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405 Solana Road, Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082 palmsatpontevedra.com

Assisted Living and Memory Care 

Call Today! 904.686.3700

Be a  
Healthier You!

Nutrition
•Fresh! Never frozen!
•Healthy menu selections!
•We grow our own herbs!

Exercise
•On-Site Physical Therapy
•Daily Exercise Classes
•Fitness Center
•Water Therapy, Aqua Fit Classes

Emotional Wellness
•Caring, Attentive Staff
•One-on-One Activities
•Monthly Support Meetings
•Personalized Care Plans

Grants available 
to nonprofits

$192M water 
reclamation facility OK’d

The Community Foundation for 
Northeast Florida, the largest funder 
of nonprofits in the region, has 
grant opportunities for nonprofits 
open now.

Small Organization Grants  
The Community Foundation of-

fers a special opportunity for small 
organizations to apply for grant 
funding, and offers one-to-one ap-
pointments with grantmaking staff, 
virtually, in person or by phone to 
help those who need assistance. 
Grants are for small organizations 
with budgets of $150,000 or less, 
and funding can support strengthen-
ing organizations and program de-
velopment. Grants are available up 
to $2,500, and the deadline to apply 
is Jan. 25. Learn more at jaxcf.org/
grants/small-organization-grants.

Women’s Giving Alliance 
Nonprofit agencies and their cli-

ents in Northeast Florida continue 
to be disproportionately negatively 

impacted by recent and persistent 
economic conditions. In response, 
the Women’s Giving Alliance is 
offering one-time grants of up to 
$50,000 to eligible nonprofits to 
provide funding focused on client 
basic needs support. To apply, non-
profits must have current 501(c)3 
status and programs that exclu-
sively serve women or girls. Grants 
are available up to $50,000, and the 
deadline to apply is Jan. 15. Learn 
more at wganefl.org. 

Beaches Community Fund 
Grant opportunities are now 

available for nonprofit organi-
zations serving residents from 
Mayport to Guana. Priority will be 
given to grantees offering supports 
for K-12 students, early learn-
ing opportunities for low-income 
students and support for the basic 
needs of Beaches residents. The 
deadline to apply is Jan. 12. Learn 
more at jaxcf.org/grants/beaches-
community-fund.

During its Dec. 19 regular meeting, the St. 
Johns County Board of County Commission-
ers approved phase 2 of the State Road 207 
Water Reclamation Facility Project. This in-
cluded awarding the design-build agreement 
with Jacobs Project Management Co. for the 
new S.R. 207 Water Reclamation Facility 
and Associated Improvements for a total not-
to-exceed amount of $191.82 million includ-
ing a contingency of $6.23 million.

“This project regionalizes availability of 
reclaimed water, promotes water conser-
vation and strengthens the utility depart-
ment’s position to protect our future water 
resource,” said St. Johns County Utility 
Director Neal Shinkre. “The strength of our 
financial position allows us to deliver these 
infrastructure projects with no rate impacts 
to our customers.”

This project will provide a state-of-the-art 
advanced wastewater facility that collects 
and cleanses water to be reused for lawn irri-
gation. Recycled water is part of the county’s 
plan to be more sustainable, diversify its 
water sources and protect the environment. 
Currently, the county recycles 56% of all 
wastewater treatment flows for beneficial 

purposes to replace the use of traditional 
freshwater supplies.

Senate Bill 64 requires a statewide 
elimination of non-beneficial surface water 
discharges of effluent and this project will 
move the county forward in meeting this 
goal before the implementation deadline 
in 2032. The project includes a 13-mile 
pipeline network maximizing delivery of 
reclaimed water for residential irrigation and 
over the next 20 years, helps reduce more 
than a million pounds of nutrients discharged 
to the Matanzas River.

On Sept. 6, 2022, the board had autho-
rized the county administrator to execute a 
design-build agreement with Jacobs Project 
Management Co. to complete phase 1 of the 
agreement for a not-to-exceed amount of $30 
million and to negotiate a guarantee maxi-
mum price (GMP) amendment for presenta-
tion to the board for completion of Scope 2.

The project is funded primarily through 
utility bond proceeds. This will not affect 
customer rates. 

Currently, the project is in Phase 1 with 
62% completion and the entire project is 
scheduled to be completed in May 2026. 
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Help sought for 
kids in need

HUGS St. Johns’ all-volunteer team is looking for help from 
the community.

A donation that will go directly to the emergency clothing or 
school-based pantries programs for 2024 would be welcome. 
Volunteers are also needed — even if just for one day a month.

HUGS is an all-volunteer, 501(c)3 nonprofit that provides 
clothing, shoes, toiletries and food to thousands of St. Johns 
County children and youth in pre-K through grade 12 who are 
in need and are referred by their school counselors or partner 
nonprofit agencies.

Check out our links below:
• Donations: stjohnshugs.org/give or mail to HUGS St. 

Johns, 101 Marketside Ave., No. 404-254, Ponte Vedra, FL 
32081

• Emergency Clothing Program Volunteers: signupgenius.
com/go/70A0B44ACA829A0F85-clothing2

For further information, email info@stjohnshugs.org or call 
904-580-4847.

Clays for a Cause raises 
$358K for local nonprofits
The 11th Annual Clays for a Cause event, 

presented by St. Johns County home-
builder MasterCraft Builder Group, was 
held Dec. 7 at Saltwaters 
Shooting Club in St. Au-
gustine. The event brought 
together members of the lo-
cal construction community 
as well as the general public for a day of 
clay shooting and raising money for area 
nonprofits.

The largest to date, the 11th Annual Clays for a 
Cause raised $358,300 for multiple Northeast Florida 
charities including Seamark Ranch, St. Augustine 
Youth Services, Alpha-Omega Miracle Home, 
Rethreaded, HorsePlay Therapy Center, Investing 
in Kids, Jimmy Jam, Port In The Storm, Top Shots, 
Builders Care and Kids Safe Zone — bringing the 
11-year total to just under $1.5 million.

“The most important thing to note here is that all 
of your money, every single dollar, is going directly 
to these charities, since MasterCraft pays for every 
penny it takes to put on the event,” said MasterCraft 
Builder Group CEO and founder Chris Shee as he 
addressed attendees during the checks presentation. 
“Also, all of the money stays here locally where we 
can truly see the good that it does. I truly could not do 
this without all of you or without my amazing team.”

Since its conception, Clays for a Cause has raised 

just under $1.5 million for 37 charities 
throughout Northeast Florida.

For example, the Homeless Coalition 
of St. Johns County, which 
was given $25,000 from the 
fundraiser, will be using the 
funds to build a new office 
space, which will free up 

two of their existing homes for more 
families.

A new recipient of Clays for a Cause, Vil-
lages of Hope, which was also given $25,000, will 
use the funds to continue building their tiny homes 
community in Jacksonville that offers a safe place 
for women to heal and restore as they pursue a new 
life that is free from substance abuse, trafficking and 
sexual exploitation.

“Clays for a Cause is the golden standard of a 
fundraising event,” explained Lauren Peterson, 
director of donor relations for St. Augustine Youth 
Services (SAYS). “Chris’ pure-hearted generosity and 
joy in giving is infectious. This event invites people 
to dig into the community where we live and invest 
in making it better. SAYS is so grateful to be one of 
the beneficiaries, and we love watching the event 
grow year-after-year. Chris and this event have been a 
direct influencer on our ability to expand to meet the 
growing mental health needs of our growing com-
munity.”
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Walkers Ridge in Sawgrass Country Club
Step inside 52 South Nine Drive and experience a unique 

custom designed home that is perfect for entertaining 
family and friends. The cozy entrance to the foyer  

welcomes you to an open concept dining room, and light 
filled living room, and sunroom, that reveals one of  
Sawgrass Country Clubs waterfront views with a  

Northeastern exposure. This completely updated home with 
the master on the first floor is simply gorgeous! With 2294 

square feet of design this 3-bedroom 2 1/2 bath coastal 
traditional is light, and spacious, with a unique floor plan 

that connects the new Chefs kitchen, and  
breakfast room, to the dining room, office and spacious  

2 story living room, with a wood burning fireplace.  
Minutes to the beach and golf course. Enjoy country club 

living that is simply the best! Offered for $997,000.

Syndrome in bats is subject of lecture
The University 

of Florida Whit-
ney Laboratory for 
Marine Bioscience 
has announced the 
return of the Eve-
nings at Whitney 
Lecture Series. The 
first lecture of the 
series, hosted by the 

Whitney Laboratory, will be Thursday, 
Jan. 11, at 6 p.m. with the program titled 
“Battle for the Bats: Development of 
Treatments for White Nose Syndrome.” 
Christine Salomon PhD, associate profes-
sor, Center for Drug Design, University 
of Minnesota, will be the speaker.

This free lecture will be presented in 
person at the UF Whitney Laboratory 
Lohman Auditorium, 9505 Ocean Shore 
Blvd., St. Augustine. Those interested 
also have the option of registering to 
watch via Zoom live the night of the 
lecture.

Register to watch online at ufl.zoom.
us/webinar/register/WN_8CWA-Q2YTb-
mqxpVxNoKPSQ.

White nose syndrome is a disease of 
hibernating bats that is rapidly spread-
ing across North America and causing 
devastating losses of bat populations. It 
is caused by a fungal pathogen called 
Pseudogymnoascus destructans, which is 
readily spread between bats and persists 
in hibernation environments.

The Salomon Lab’s work is focused on 
identifying microbes associated with bats 
and on surfaces in caves and mines that 
can inhibit the growth of the pathogen. 
They are studying the chemistry of the 
active microbes and working to translate 
promising laboratory results into complex 
field conditions. Their ultimate goal is to 
develop a safe, effective, live biological 
control product to treat hibernacula sur-
faces to slow the spread and development 

of disease.
In this talk, Salomon will present some 

of their latest findings and discuss the 
challenges of working with fungi and 
bats.

Salomon earned her bachelor degree 
in marine biology from Long Island 
University and PhD in oceanography 
from Scripps Institution of Oceanography 
at UCSD. After a postdoctoral fellow-
ship in microbiology at the University of 
Minnesota, she started her independent 
research program.

The Salomon Lab is focused on the 
discovery and application of chemical 
compounds produced in nature, espe-
cially from unique bacteria and fungi 

isolated from subterranean cave and mine 
environments. These compounds are be-
ing tested and developed for applications 

as biopesticides, biological controls for 
animal and plant diseases, and for infec-
tious disease in humans.

Christine Salomon

Contributed photos
A bat with white nose syndrome is shown.
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Hugghins retires from TPC Network
After a tenure spanning more than 

three decades, John Hugghins has 
retired from his position as senior vice 
president of TPC Network Opera-
tions, effective Dec. 31. In a seamless 
transition, Victor “Vic” Aliprando Jr., 
currently serving as vice president of 
business development, will ascend to 
the position of senior vice president. 

“John’s journey within the TPC 
Network has been nothing short of 
inspiring,” said Jim Triola, TPC 
Network chief operating officer. “His 
unwavering determination and com-
mitment have shaped the course of the 
TPC Network. As we bid farewell to 
John, we are confident that Vic is the 
right person to carry us forward. We 
extend our warmest wishes to John on 
his well-deserved retirement.”

Since commencing his journey as 
an assistant golf professional at TPC 
Sawgrass in 1984, Hugghins has 
been a driving force in the develop-
ment and growth of the organization, 
providing a unique blend of practical 
and operational expertise. He went on 
to serve in key roles such as general 
manager at MetroWest Golf Club and 
Arnold Palmer’s Bay Hill Club and 
Lodge before returning to the TPC 
Network. His leadership has extended 

across various TPC properties, includ-
ing TPC Eagle Trace, TPC Southwind, 
TPC Sugarloaf and TPC Sawgrass 
before assuming the role of senior vice 
president, TPC Operations at the PGA 
TOUR in 2004.

In taking the reins from Hugghins, 
Aliprando brings a wealth of experi-

ence and a track record of success in 
golf course management.

He began his career within the TPC 
Network in 2002 at TPC Sugarloaf 
in Duluth, Georgia, where he served 
as head professional before earning 
promotions to director of golf and 
general manager. In 2012, Aliprando 

transferred to TPC Sawgrass in Ponte 
Vedra Beach as the club manager. He 
was promoted from TPC Sawgrass 
in 2013 to senior director of business 
development and then vice president 
of business development for the TPC 
Network.

A graduate of Mississippi State 
University, Aliprando holds a bach-
elor’s degree in business administra-
tion with a major in marketing and has 
completed the PGA Golf Management 
Program. 

His professional journey began 
as the head professional at Spencer 
T. Olin Community Golf Course in 
Alton, Illinois. Additionally, he was 
general manager at Silverthorn Coun-
try Club in Brooksville, Florida, The 
Carolina Club and Woodlake Resort & 
Golf Club in Pinehurst, North Caro-
lina.

“It's a true honor for me to follow in 
John’s footsteps and assume the posi-
tion of senior vice president,” said Ali-
prando. “I am committed to building 
upon the strong foundation John has 
so brilliantly laid, and together with 
the exceptional TPC Network team, 
look forward to charting new heights."

To learn more about TPC Network, 
go to tpc.com. 

John Hugghins Victor Aliprando Jr.
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Experience the good a simple smile can do.

Program delivers toys to children for the holidays
During the Dec. 19 meeting of the St. 

Johns County Board of County Com-
missioners, the Service Delivery Team 
reported that the Family Integrity Pro-
gram brought toys and joy to dozens of 
children this holiday season.

On Dec. 3, the Family Integrity Pro-
gram, in partnership with the St. Johns 
County Foster and Adoptive Parents As-
sociation, held its annual Christmas Party 
at the Tringali Barn. In total, 39 children 
and 54 adults attended the festivities. 
In addition to this event, 160 children 
received gifts, thanks to community sup-
port.

“Family Integrity Program Leadership 
is very thankful for the generosity of our 
community partners who donated time, 
Christmas gifts, food and beverages to 
ensure that our most vulnerable children 

could experience the holidays in a fun 
and memorable way this year,” St. Johns 
County Health and Human Services 
Director Shawna Novak said.

The Family Integrity Program thanked 
the following party and gift spon-
sors: Chris Shee and the Tringali Barn, 
Sonny’s BBQ, Briskey’s BBQ, Jimmy 
Jam BBQ, Carmelo’s, Lowes, Home 
Depot, St. Johns Illuminations, Coldwell 
Banker Vanguard, Fostering Connections 
and Fostering Hope, Anastasia Baptist, 
Geneva Presbyterian, River of Life, 
Cross Creek Churches, St. Johns County 
Administration Building Employees, St. 
Johns County Clerk’s Office, The Playful 
Family, United Way, Ancient City Sirens 
and Matanzas Bay Buccaneers and Usina 
Construction.Contributed photo

Santa Claus prepares to give out Christmas gifts.

Thrift shop reopens 
Anastasia Island location

After being closed for nine days, the Betty 
Griffin Center Thrift Shoppe has reopened 
in St. Augustine with a new store layout and 
new flooring. Longtime customers looking for 
bargains at the St. Augustine location at 1961 
A1A South are now enjoying a new shopping 
experience.

“The customer reactions have been great,” 
said store manager Jesus Roman. “So many of 
our regular customers have expressed to me 
and the staff how good the floors look and the 
huge difference it’s made in the appearance of 
the store.”

In conjunction with the installation of epoxy 
flooring by R/C Glamorous Epoxy Coatings, 
Roman said, the flow of the store aisles were 
also reconfigured to create “a more inviting 
and spacious appearance.”

Proceeds from purchases made at both loca-
tions support the nonprofit agency in providing 
services to survivors of domestic violence and 
their minor children, as well as sexual assault 
survivors.

Momswhothink.com, a popular blog post 

since 2000, recently named Betty Griffin Cen-
ter’s St. Augustine location among the eighth-
best thrift stores in St. Augustine.

Betty Griffin Center also operates a second 
thrift store at Julington Square Shopping Cen-
ter located at 445 State Road 13, in Fruit Cove. 

Both locations have weekly sales, including:
Monday: Senior Citizen Discount Day. 

Guests age 65 and older receive 15% off 
purchases

Wednesday: Wacky Wednesday. Ten pieces 
of adult clothing for $10 and children’s cloth-
ing is 50% off (excluding boutique items)

Thursday: Military, first responders and 
teachers receive 15% off 

Both shops are open 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. Mon-
day through Saturday and are closed on Sun-
days. Donations are accepted at both Anastasia 
Square and Julington Square locations from 10 
a.m. to 3 p.m. Monday through Saturday. Betty 
Griffin Center also offers home or office pick-
up for large donations. Those who have large 
furniture or estate donations can call 904-495-
8216 to schedule a pick-up time and date.

Ronald McDonald House 
Charities elects new  

board members
Ronald McDonald House 

Charities of Jacksonville’s Board of 
Directors has recently elected three 
new members: Megan Denk, THE 
PLAYERS Center for Child Health; 
Jessica Jones, Jacksonville Jaguars; 
and Tara Spruill, Nemours Childrens 
Health, Jacksonville. 

Denk is the executive direc-
tor of THE PLAYERS Center for 
Child Health at Wolfson Children’s 
Hospital. She brings the commit-
ment to provide strategic direction 
and enhance the health, wellness and 
quality of life of families throughout 
Northeast Florida by extending the 
reach of Ronald McDonald House 
Charities of Jacksonville’s partner in 
health, Wolfson Children’s Hospital. 

Jones was recently promoted to 
senior vice president of human re-
sources for the Jacksonville Jaguars. 

She leverages years of experience 
in leadership development, HR 
operations, employee relations and 
paralegal services. 

Spruill is the vice president, chief 
nursing officer at Nemours Chil-
dren’s Health, a certified pediatric 
nurse and certified nurse executive, 
Sprull brings years of experience for 
caring for critically ill children along 
with a passion for pediatric health. 

Joey Leik, chief executive officer 
of Ronald McDonald House Chari-
ties of Jacksonville, welcomed the 
leadership additions stating, “Ronald 
McDonald House Charities of 
Jacksonville is fortunate to have this 
level of executive leadership lending 
their time to our board of directors. 
Their dedication and strategic vision 
will serve us well into the years to 
come.” 
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The Monique Burr Foundation for 
Children (MBF) has announced that its 
2023 Dream Finders Homes Champions 
for Child Safety Pro Am Golf Tourna-
ment, presented by AT&T, Impact Land-
scaping and Irrigation and MJC Land 
Development, raised $457,000 to support 
MBF Prevention Education Programs to 
protect children. 

“Another successful and memorable 
event that will enable us to fuel our 
life-saving work,” said Tanya Ramos-
Puig, MBF chief executive officer. “We 
are incredibly grateful to our countless 
golfers, sponsors, donors and volunteers, 
many of whom have been supporting us 
year after year. They made the golf tour-
nament a tremendous success and helped 
MBF raise much-needed funds to support 
our efforts to protect children and remove 
obstacles to accessing prevention educa-
tion — both locally and globally.”

Co-chaired by Jim Furyk and Mark 
McCumber and hosted by MG Orender, 
the annual tournament, benefitting MBF, 
offered corporate teams and individu-
als the opportunity to golf with profes-
sional golfers at The Palencia Club in St. 
Augustine. Since the tournament began, it 
has raised more than $5 million for MBF.

During the 2023 Pro-Am Pairings 
Party, presented by Lennar Homes, Lynn 
Layton was honored with the Champion 
for Child Safety Award from MBF in 
recognition of her work and dedication to 
child advocacy and community outreach 
while at the helm of MBF from 2008 
to 2022. MBF thanked Layton for the 
tremendous impact her efforts and con-
tinued dedication have made on countless 
children throughout the country. 

In addition, Goya Cares was recog-
nized and honored with the Champion for 
Child Safety Award at the 2023 Pro-Am 
Awards Ceremony. MBF and Goya Cares 
joined forces to serve more than 30,000 
students in New York, New Jersey and 
Illinois with child safety curriculum to 
prevent child abuse, bullying, trafficking 
and digital dangers that can lead to other 
forms of child victimization.

The partnership has removed obstacles 
and barriers to accessing prevention 
education in some of the most high-risk 
and underserved communities across the 
nation. Rafael Toro, national director of 
public relations at Goya Foods, accepted 
the award on behalf of Goya Cares.

MBF prevention education programs 
are making a difference in the lives of 

youth, protecting them from bullying, 
digital dangers, various forms of abuse, 
exploitation and human trafficking. MBF 
Programs are a series of comprehensive, 
evidence-based, trauma-informed pro-
grams that educate and empower youth 
(grades pre-K to 12) with knowledge 
and strategies to prevent, recognize and 
respond appropriately to bullying, cyber-
bullying, online dangers, child abuse and 
exploitation/trafficking. MBF Programs 
equip students with education, tools and 
resources to recognize unsafe situations 
and make informed decisions to ensure 
their safety.

To learn more about MBF’s compre-
hensive, evidence-based prevention pro-
grams, go to mbfpreventioneducation.org.

MBF expressed gratitude for its 2023 
Dream Finders Homes Champions for 
Child Safety Pro Am Golf Tournament 
Pro-Am event sponsors, including title 
sponsor Dream Finders Homes, and 
presenting sponsors AT&T, Impact Land-
scaping and Irrigation, and MJC Land 
Development.

Other sponsors include: Ahead, Ander-
sonOrd, ARC Document Solutions, Auld 
& White Constructors, Barraco and Asso-
ciates, Basham and Lucas Design Group, 

Black Rifle Coffee Company, Blue 
Stream Fiber, Bo Jahna, Callaway Golf, 
Carlton Construction, Clockwork Mar-
keting, Club Car, Cross Lake Partners, 
Dennis Rosa, Donna J. Feldman and Mo 
Krausman, Doumar Insurance, Drum-
mond Press, England-Thims & Miller 
Inc. (ETM), EW Consultants, Fields 
Auto Group, The Fiorentino Group, FMS 
Bonds, GHG Insurance, Governmental 
Management Services, GreenPointe 
Holdings, H & J Contracting, Hampton 
Golf, Hill Ward Henderson, Homes By 
WestBay, Invision Construction, Jacobsen 
Textron, James Hardie Building Products, 
Jax Utilities Management, JUM Group 
LLC, Kearney Companies, KPMG, Lee 
Mar Building & Construction, Lennar 
Homes, Lucido and Associates, Mahoney 
Law Group, MasterCraft Builder Group, 
The Palencia Club, Pepsi, PGA Tour, 
Richmond American Homes, State Farm/
Denny Doyle, Superior Construction, 
Taylor Morrison, Tidelands/Higginbo-
tham Automobiles, Tito's Vodka, The 
Isaacs Family, Vallencourt Construction, 
Volato, Vulcan Materials, Wells Brothers 
Construction, William Kappaz, Wrathell, 
Hunt and Associates, and Yellow Dawg 
Striping. 

Tournament raises $457K toward child safety
The 2023 Champions for Child Safety Pro Am Golf Tournament raised $457,000 to support MBF 
Prevention Education Programs.

Pictured from left are Ed Burr, Lynn Layton and MG Orender.

Contributed photos
Pictured from left are MG Orender, Mark McCumber, Ed Burr and Tanya Ramos-Puig.

Pictured from left are Tanya Ramos-Puig, Rafael Toro and Ed Burr.
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Tools available for family business transitions
GUEST COLUMN

Written by/for Wells Fargo 
Advisors

Transitioning your family business to 
your heirs may sound simple enough, 
but in fact, doing it successfully can 
prove difficult. To help improve your 
transition’s chances for success, consider 
family business governance. 

This is a system of correlated tools 
and actions to support the next gen-
eration with controlling, owning and 
operating the business. It also puts in 
place a framework that contains business 
protocols, describes how future owner-

ship changes occur and establishes a 
precedent for making business decisions. 

Frequently used tools 
There are several tools that can be 

employed as part of a family business 
governance system, including: 

A buy-sell agreement is a legally 
binding contract that stipulates how 
an owner’s share of a business may be 
reassigned if triggering events occur, the 
price that will be paid and the payment 
structure. 

A family employment policy docu-
ment can be kept within the family for 

private use or incorporated into the busi-
ness’s human resource documentation. It 
sets expectations for heirs, spouses and 
extended family members about such 
issues as how they can obtain employ-
ment in the business, the requirements 
to attain key positions, the compensa-
tion standards to be used and incentive 
language for family members. 

A distribution or dividend policy is 
key in setting expectations with family 
members regarding what distributions 
they should expect to receive from the 
business. Business owners must balance 
the need for cash to maintain or grow 

the business with the desire to receive 
distributions. 

A professional board of directors is a 
governing body that helps oversee the 
business and makes major decisions. A 
board generally comprises three, five 
or seven professionals from various 
industries that have the subject matter 
expertise to assist the company strategi-
cally. 

A family board or council is a group 
within the family — or may include the 
entire family — that comes together to 
make decisions about the business on 

TRANSITIONS  continues on Page 25



Written by Edward Jones
                          	
You may spend decades contributing 

to various retirement accounts. But for 
some accounts, such as a traditional 
IRA and 401(k), you must start with-
drawing funds at a certain point. What 
should you know about this require-

ment?
To begin with, the rules govern-

ing these withdrawals — technically 
called required minimum distributions, 
or RMDs — have changed recently. 
For many years, individuals had to 
begin taking their RMDs (which are 
based on the account balance and the 

IRS’ life expectancy factor) when they 
turned 70½. The original SECURE 
Act of 2019 raised this age to 72, and 
SECURE 2.0, passed in 2022, raised 
it again, to 73. (If you turned 73 in 
2023, and you were 72 in 2022 when 
the RMD limit was still 72, you should 
have taken your first RMD for 2022 by 
April 1 of this year. You will then need 
to take your 2023 RMD by Dec. 31. 
And going forward, you’ll also need to 
take your RMDs by the end of every 
year.) 

Not all retirement accounts are 
subject to RMDs. They aren’t required 
for a Roth IRA, and, starting in 2024, 
won’t be required for a Roth 401(k) or 
403(b) plan. But if your account does 
call for RMDs, you do need to take 
them, because if you don’t, you could 
face tax penalties. Previously, this pen-
alty was 50% of the amount you were 
supposed to have taken, but SECURE 
2.0 reduced it to 25%.

When you take your RMDs, you 
need to be aware of a key issue: taxes. 
RMDs are taxed as ordinary income, 
and, as such, they could potentially 
bump you into a higher tax bracket and 
possibly even increase your Medicare 
premiums, which are determined by 
your modified adjusted gross income. 
Are there any ways you could possibly 
reduce an RMD-related tax hike?

You might have some options. Here 
are two to consider:

• Convert tax-deferred accounts to 
Roth IRA. You could convert some, 
or maybe all, of your tax-deferred 
retirement accounts to a Roth IRA. By 
doing so, you could lower your RMDs 
in the future — while adding funds to 
an account you’re never required to 
touch. So, if you don’t really need all 
the money to live on, you could include 
the remainder of the Roth IRA in your 
estate plans, providing an initially 
tax-free inheritance to your loved ones. 
However, converting a tax-deferred ac-
count to a Roth IRA will generate taxes 
in the year of conversion, so you’d 
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A funny thing happened on the way to the recession

By Scott A. Grant

Two and a half months ago, I was 
talking to a friend of mine about Wall 
Street adages. He is also in the invest-
ment management business and his son 
and my son both run cross country for 

Ponte Vedra High School. There are an 
insane number of investment adages, 
and many are complete and opposite 
wisdoms. The one that caught our 
combined imagination was “Wall Street 
climbs a wall of worry.”  

At the time, the market was setting a 
near term low, and things looked bleak 
for a stock market that had just previ-
ously begun to show a slight glimmer 
of hope. It was memorable, because we 
both blurted out the adage at the same 
time. For a brief moment, we bonded on 
that thought, both thrilled by our shared 
latent optimism. 

At the time, the prevailing wisdom 
was that the United States would be 
going into a recession either next quar-
ter or the quarter after or the quarter 
after that. “Recessions don’t usually 
announce themselves in advance,” I 
declared. He nodded in agreement. 
“They usually come out of nowhere 
and blindside you on a random Tues-
day afternoon.” We both laughed and 

went back to our volunteer jobs at our 
home Cross Country meet. The Ponte 
Vedra meet is named in honor of Craig 
Speziale. Craig was the first principal at 
Ponte Vedra and beloved. He died sud-
denly, and I wanted to take this chance 
to remember him.

Anyway, back to the recession, the 
one that has been coming for years 
now. The one that may never come. 
The idea that there was a recession out 
there on the horizon, that we could see 
it coming, but had not really reacted to 
it, never made sense to me. The stock 
market is a forward-looking indicator. 
In other words, it is predictive and not 
reactive.  If a recession were coming, 
the stock market and stock prices should 
be signaling that in advance. And it just 
wasn’t. Stocks were signaling inflation 
concerns and institutional uncertainty.

Ever since that random conversation 
with another investment adviser at run-
ning meet, the market has steadily been 
getting stronger, like a snowball rolling 

down a mountain into this December’s 
“Santa Claus Rally.” That rally came 
out of nowhere and left many scratch-
ing their heads and asking each other, 
“What happened to the recession?”

“Santa Claus Rally” is another Wall 
Street saying. It refers to a December 
rally where the market goes up dramati-
cally around the holidays. It does not 
happen every year, no matter how often 
we ask. But in years when the economy 
is good, we often see robust returns in 
December. The fact that we got one this 
year suggests there are more positive 
returns to come.

I do not know what the market is 
going to do in 2024; no one does. But, 
if I had to bet, and my choices were 
between a much-advertised recession 
and a surprise market rally, I would bet 
on the rally.

Scott A. Grant is a local author and 
investor. He is a frequent contributor 
to the Recorder.

What should you know about RMDs?

Mike Wynn

RMDs  continues on Page 25
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Focus on Life. 

Trust Us to Handle the Rest.

904.280.3700

ullmannwealthpartners.com

1540 The Greens Way

Jacksonville Beach, FL 32250

The best part of working towards your financial future is 

enjoying the life that will get you there. By having clearly 

defined goals, a written plan, and our comprehensive 

expertise, you can focus on enjoying life and rest assured that 

your success is our top priority.

Since 2002, we’ve helped affluent individuals and families 

define and reach their goals through a careful process marked 

by listening, planning, guidance and discipline.

the family’s behalf.
A company mission statement can be valuable to your 

employees and your family as it addresses the business’s 
purpose and vision and can help guide future company lead-
ers.

Your estate plan can address ownership, control, distribu-
tions and several other factors. 

The business’s governing documents should be reviewed 
at the same time the family business governance system 
and tools are put in place. Revisions to these documents or 
corporate resolutions stored in the corporate minutes may be 
needed to align these documents with the company’s gover-
nance system. 

Helping ensure a successful transition 
Transitioning the family business to the next generation 

is much more than transitioning shares. A well-thought-out 
and documented plan that addresses ownership, control and 
operations helps build a strong governance system for your 
business. This system, combined with communication with 
the next generation, can be key to helping ensure your transi-
tion’s success.

Wells Fargo Advisors is not engaged in rendering legal 
or tax advice. If legal or tax assistance is required, the 
services of a competent professional should be sought.

This article was written by/for Wells Fargo Advisors 
and provided courtesy of Jamie Seim, CFP, Senior Vice 
President – Investment Officer in Ponte Vedra Beach at 
904-273-7917.

Investment and Insurance Products are:
• Not Insured by the FDIC or Any Federal Government 
Agency
• Not a Deposit or Other Obligation of, or Guaranteed by, 
the Bank or Any Bank Affiliate
• Subject to Investment Risks, Including Possible Loss of 
the Principal Amount Invested

Wells Fargo Advisors is a trade name used by Wells 
Fargo Clearing Services, LLC, Member SIPC, a registered 
broker-dealer and non-bank affiliate of Wells Fargo & 
Company. CAR-0723-00235
©2023 Wells Fargo Clearing Services, LLC. 

Transitions
Continued from 23

Pictured from left to right: Jamie Seim, Matthew Guevara, Evonne 
Heykens and Stephen Foody.

need the money available to pay 
this tax bill. 

• Donate RMDs to charity. In 
what’s known as a qualified chari-
table distribution, you can move up 
to $100,000 of your RMDs directly 
from a traditional IRA to a quali-
fied charity, avoiding the taxes that 
might otherwise result if you took 
the RMDs yourself. After 2023, the 
$100,000 limit will be indexed to 
inflation.

Of course, before you start either 
a Roth IRA conversion or a quali-
fied charitable distribution, you will 
need to consult with your tax advis-
er, as both these moves have issues 
you must consider and may not be 
appropriate for your situation.

But it’s always a good idea to 
know as much as you can about the 
various aspects of RMDs — they 
could play a big part in your retire-
ment income strategy.  

This article was written by Ed-
ward Jones for use by Mike Wynn 
AAMS™, Financial Advisor, Ponte 
Vedra Beach, FL.
Edward Jones, Member SIPC

RMDs
Continued from 24
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A look at major career 
developments in the area

Husk named to prestigious 
list

Melanie Husk, senior 
vice president and chief 
consumer officer of Baptist 
Health, was recognized by 
Becker’s Hospital Review on 
its 60-strong list of hospital 
and health system chief 
marketing officers to know. 
The prestigious list honors 

“bold, strategic thinkers” who drive marketing, 
communication and brand development within their 
respective organizations. 

Husk joined Baptist Health in 2006 and has more 
than 40 years of experience in marketing leadership 
roles. As chief consumer officer, she leads marketing, 
communications, digital strategy, advertising, social 
responsibility and community-based initiatives for the 
thriving health system that provides top-quality care 
and services to 750,000 people annually in Northeast 
Florida and Southeast Georgia. 

Baptist Health is committed to improving patient 
experiences and making it easier for people to connect 
with the health system about their health and wellness 
needs. The organization builds on this commitment 
through digital initiatives such as the My Baptist Chart 
online patient portal and HealthPlace On Demand, 
which makes online doctor’s visits accessible to 
patients 24/7, as well as by investing in community 
impact projects such as Blue Zones Jacksonville and 
the Emerald Trail, a 30-mile walking and bicycling 
path linking 14 neighborhoods with downtown 
Jacksonville.

Root named director of 
marketing

Katie Root has joined the 
bestbet executive team as the 
new director of marketing. In 
this role, Root will spearhead 
strategic marketing and 
business development efforts 
across the company’s three 
locations in Jacksonville, 
Orange Park and St. Augustine.

She brings more than 15 years of experience in 
entertainment marketing, including leadership roles 
with The Atlanta Hawks and State Farm Arena, as well 
as The St. Augustine Amphitheatre and Ponte Vedra 
Concert Hall. Her extensive experience positions her 
as a seasoned professional in entertainment marketing, 
supported by her deep insights into consumer behavior 
and market trends. Her track record reflects her ability 
to contribute effectively to this dynamic industry.

She can be reached at KatieR@bestbetjax.com.

Ford joins real estate firm
Mark Ford has joined 

Berkshire Hathaway 
HomeServices Florida 
Network Realty at its Ponte 
Vedra/Nocatee office. Ford 
brings a wealth of experience 
shaped by his military and 
law enforcement background, 
reflecting his unwavering 
dedication to discipline and 
ethical practices.

His journey includes valuable insights gained as the 
owner of a veteran-owned small business, highlighting 
his expertise in sales and business.

Ford can be reached at 904-789-0235 and 
mark.ford@floridanetworkrealty.com or mford.

floridanetworkrealty.com. 
The Ponte Vedra/Nocatee office, located at 333 

Village Main St., Suite 670, Ponte Vedra Beach, is 
managed by Holly Hayes, who can be reached at 904-
802-0432, Holly.Hayes@FloridaNetworkRealty.com 
and floridanetworkrealtycareers.com. 

Sanchez joins real estate 
firm

Paola Sanchez has 
joined Berkshire Hathaway 
HomeServices Florida Network 
Realty in its Ponte Vedra/
Nocatee office, bringing with 
her a wealth of experience 
from her diverse background.

Formerly a sales assistant 
at Ja-Ru, Inc., Sanchez 
seamlessly transitions into her 

new role.
Having previously made significant contributions 

to the PR and communications sector in Miami, 
Sanchez is well-versed in effective communication and 
relationship-building – skills that are essential in the 
world of real estate.

A graduate of Florida International University, 
Sanchez holds a degree in International Business, 
demonstrating her dedication to education and a global 
perspective. She is also bilingual and fluent in Spanish.  

Sanchez can be reached at 786-334-8829 and Paola.
Sanchez@floridanetworkrealty.com or PSanchez.
floridanetworkrealty.com. 

The Ponte Vedra/Nocatee office, located at 333 
Village Main St., Suite 670, Ponte Vedra Beach, is 
managed by Holly Hayes, who can be reached at 904-
802-0432, Holly.Hayes@FloridaNetworkRealty.com 
and floridanetworkrealtycareers.com. 

— Compiled by Shaun Ryan

Benchmarks of Success

Melanie Husk

Mark Ford

Paola Sanchez

Katie Root

Clubhouse being constructed at Stillwater
Stillwater Golf and Country Club, the 

hallmark of Lennar’s 549-home active-
adult gated community in St. Johns, has 
begun construction on a state-of-the-
art clubhouse as part of the final phase 
of amenity development. The roughly 
15,000-square-foot clubhouse will include 
an onsite restaurant with a bar, golf pro 
shop, fitness center and lounge. The devel-
oper expects to complete construction by 
the fall of 2024. 

“Stillwater’s incredible new clubhouse 

will become the central hub for our resi-
dents,” said Melanie Raub, division presi-
dent for Lennar in North Florida. “With 
bundled golf club memberships, beautifully 
designed homes, and now, a clubhouse that 
will serve as the heart of our vibrant com-
munity, Stillwater is more than just a place 
to live. It’s the epitome of an extraordinary, 
active lifestyle.”

Additional Stillwater amenities include 
the 18-hole golf course by renowned archi-
tect Bobby Weed, a resort-style swimming 

pool, pickleball and tennis courts. The com-
munity also caters to residents with regular 
featured events and activities that promote 
an active, social lifestyle.

Stillwater’s unique 18-hole golf course 
features flexible loops of three, six and nine 
holes returning to the clubhouse, allowing 
members to play as their time permits. In 
addition, the 16-acre practice facility is a 
rain-or-shine, year-round destination. The 
lighted driving range has covered hitting 
bays equipped with Toptracer Range. Play-

ers of all skill levels can receive instant 
feedback on their swing and distance data.

Stillwater home prices start from the mid 
$300,000s, with six model homes to tour 
and 13 distinct floor plans to choose from. 
Homes range in size from approximately 
1,500 to 2,300 square feet of living space 
and include a two-car garage, along with 
two to four bedrooms and two to three-and-
a-half bathrooms, depending on lot size.

To learn more, go to Lennar.com.
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2024 THEATRE SCHEDULE

Oklahoma
FEB. 22 – MARCH 31 

Escape to  
Margaritaville
APRIL 4 – MAY 12

Boeing  
Boeing 

MAY 23 – JUNE 16  

Joseph and the  
Amazing Technicolor 

Dreamcoat 
JUNE 20 – AUGUST 11  

Gypsy  
AUGUST 22 - SEPT. 29  

The Wedding Singer  
OCT. 3 - NOV. 10

A Christmas Story  
NOV. 21 - DEC. 24

GET YOUR ALHAMBRA SEASON TICKETS NOW!

MILLION
D LLAR

elvis
presley

johnny
cash
jerry lee
lewis
carl
perkins

  
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QUARTET

 THE MUSICAL INSPIRED BY THE

Electrifying True StoryElectrifying True Story

JANUARY 11 - FEBRUARY 18
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Gamble Rogers Folk Festival announces headliners

For three days, enjoy folk, Americana 
and bluegrass music from dozens of 
bands featured on four stages at the 28th 
Annual Gamble Rogers Folk Festival, 
set for April 12-14 at the St. Johns 
County Fairgrounds.

The festival honors Gamble Rogers 
and his musical storytelling that forever 
changed folk music. Headlining the fes-
tival is AJ Lee & Blue Summit and the 
John Jorgenson Quintet, with supporting 

acts including Verlon Thompson, Jerron 
“Blind Boy” Paxton, Remedy Tree, The 
Krickets, Red and Christopher Henry 
& Their All Star Band, Wyatt Ellis and 
more.

AJ Lee & Blue Summit is a bluegrass 
band from the Bay Area that draws 
influences from country, soul, swing, 
rock and jam music. Led by singer-
songwriter and mandolinist, AJ Lee, the 
band includes Sullivan Tuttle and Scott 

Gates on steel-stringed acoustic guitars, 
Jan Purat on fiddle and Chad Bowen on 
upright bass.

John Jorgenson Quintet is a dynamic, 
authentic gypsy jazz band led by music 
virtuoso John Jorgenson, known for his 
fast guitar licks. In addition to acoustic 
and electric guitars, Jorgenson plays the 
mandolin, saxophone, clarinet, bouzouki 
and pedal steel and performs as a vocal-
ist. His quintet has been hailed the “U.S. 

ambassadors of gypsy jazz,” and is 
comprised of Casey Driscoll on the jazz 
violin; Rory Hoffman on guitar, piano 
and the accordion; Simon Planting on 
bass; and Rick Reed on percussion.

One of the highlights of the Gamble 
Rogers Folk Festival is the YoungFolk 
Stage, where a new generation of musi-

FESTIVAL continues on Page 28

Cold case resolution is 
writers’ topic

The Northeast Florida Sisters In Crime 
guest speaker for this month, Jason 
Futch, has made a big difference in the 
realm of cold cases.

Futch has been intrigued since child-
hood with true crime. His first exposure 
to realities of the unknown came when he 
was a criminal justice student at Florida 
Gateway College. When he heard about 
an unidentified torso found in 1994, he 
was able to uncover details never released 
to the public. His postings on Websleuths, 
coupled with a poster from the Na-
tional Center for Missing and Exploited 
Children, enabled the victim’s family to 
finally find closure. The victim was iden-
tified and his killer arrested in 2017.

At the writers’ meeting at 10 a.m. Sat-
urday, Jan. 6, learn why and how Futch 
established first a podcast called “True 
Cold Case Files,” then a Facebook page 
for Suwannee Valley Unsolved and then a 
database for local unsolved homicide and 
missing persons cases in the Suwannee 
Valley.

SVU is now a nonprofit charity which 
has contributed to cold case resolution 
through an interactive map, road signs 
and relationships with law enforcement 
and forensics personnel.

Bring your coffee and bring a friend to 

the meeting at Ponte Vedra Beach Branch 
Library. The group welcomes misters 
and sisters to learn more about writing, 
promoting and enjoying crime fiction.

For further information, email florida-
sistersincrime@gmail.com.

AJ Lee & Blue Summit John Jorgenson Jerron “Blind Boy” Paxton Red & Chris Henry

Contributed photos
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cians have an opportunity to perform 
on a nationally recognized professional 
stage. These up-and-coming performers 
are aged 19 and younger and epitomize 
how the festival is keeping the folk mu-
sic tradition alive for future generations.

Mandolin prodigy Wyatt Ellis returns 

this year with his band as a highlight 
performance of the YoungFolk Stage. 

Three-day tickets are $100. Friday 
night ticket is $35. Saturday day ticket is 
$65. Sunday day ticket is $35. Primi-
tive camping and RV sites are available, 
and kids 16 and under are admitted free. 
There will be food trucks, local artisans, 
craft vendors, activities for kids, work-
shops and more. Pets are also welcome 
on a leash. Bring blankets, hammocks 

and chairs to relax and revel in the 
tradition of folk music. Tickets can be 
purchased at eventbrite.com/o/gamble-
rogers-folk-festival-51483367423.

The Gamble Rogers Folk Festival 
and Concert Series is a 501(c)3 not-for-
profit charitable organization dedicated 
to commemorating the life and music 
of Gamble Rogers, the folk legend who 
shaped American folk music with his 
poetic storytelling and passion for folk 

tradition.
The annual festival and concert series 

aims to keep the folk music tradition 
alive for future generations by encour-
aging and supporting young musi-
cians. They also host monthly music 
workshops for students from local area 
schools.

Learn more at gamblerogersfest.org 
and follow along on social media @
gamblerogersfest.

Festival 
Continued from 27

Remedy Tree The Krickets Wyatt EllisVerlon Thompson

Saint Augustine Film Festival is Jan. 11-14
Big names in film will be in St. Augus-

tine for the 14th annual Saint Augustine 
Film Festival, taking place Jan. 11-14 in 
St. Augustine venues.

Films will screen in Lewis Auditorium 
and Gamache-Koger Theatre, both at Fla-
gler College, and in the Alcazar Room, 
part of City Hall at Lightner Museum. 
Passes are on sale now at staugfilmfest.
com

Special guests on Jan. 12 include Rod 
Lurie, Mark Ciardi and Mike and Eileen 
Flynt, from the film “The Senior,” a 
stirring sports drama starring Michael 
Chiklis as Mike Flynt and Mary Stuart 
Masterson as Eileen Flynt.

Pamela Poitier will attend on Jan. 13 
for the film “Sidney,” a 2022 American 
documentary directed by Reginald Hudlin 
and produced by Oprah Winfrey. The film 
is a portrait of the life and legacy of actor 
Sidney Poitier in his final appearance.

Melora Hardin, known for her roles 
in “The Office” and “Monk,” will be in 
St. Augustine on Jan. 13 for a screening 
of “Golden Vanity.” After an unhinged 
stage crash at a 1967 awards show, faded 

movie star Mabel Montgomery-May-
flower flees and barricades herself in her 
mansion to tape-record her life story. In a 
solo tour de force, Melora Hardin (NBC's 
“The Office”) powerfully and painfully 

embodies the end product of Hollywood's 
use-them-up and spit-them-out machin-
ery. 

Denny Tedesco (son of musician 
Tommy Tedesco) and Leland Sklar 
(member of James Taylor's backing band) 
will attend the 2024 Saint Augustine Film 
Festival on Jan. 13 for “Immediate Fam-
ily.” This documentary tells the story of 
four musicians who find lasting success 
but stay out of the limelight while per-
forming with iconic singers Phil Collins, 
James Taylor, Carole King and others.

Special guest 
Wendie Malick will 
be in St. Augustine 
on Jan. 14 for “7000 
Miles,” a film that 
follows Jo, a pas-
sionate pilot who 
is inspired by her 
grandmother's myste-
rious legacy and must 

decide what is more important, protecting 
the innocence of those you love or famed 
success.

Malick starred as Judith Tupper Stone 

in the HBO sitcom “Dream On” and as 
Nina Van Horn in the NBC sitcom “Just 
Shoot Me!” for which she was nominated 
for two Primetime Emmys and a Golden 
Globe Award. She also starred as Victo-
ria Chase in the TV Land comedy series 
“Hot in Cleveland.” She is also known 
for her recurring role as Gayle Buchan-
non on “Baywatch” as well as Ronee 
Lawrence on the final season of “Frasier.”

The 2024 Saint Augustine Film Fes-
tival will include 32 films, three awards 
to actors, and six parties — at iconic and 
fun St. Augustine locations, including a 
cruise during Nights of Lights.

Passes and tickets are available at 
staugfilmfest.com 

The Saint Augustine Film Festival is an 
outreach program of the Fort Lauderdale 
International Film Festival. The event is 
supported in part by the St. Johns County 
Tourist Development Council, the St. 
Johns Cultural Council and the Florida 
Division of Arts and Culture.

Founding sponsors are Arnold and Bar-
bara Grevior, along with Allen and Cathie 
Altman and Shirley and Kenneth Walker.

Contributed photos

The movie poster for “7000 Miles”

The audience of a previous Saint Augustine Film Festival is seated in Lewis Auditorium.

Contributed photos

Wendie Malik



81-year-old’s goal to stay fit 
leads to powerlifting prowess 

By Anthony Richards

Eighty-one is a lot in most instances, 
especially when it comes to one’s age or 
the number of gold medals won, and for 
David Parsons, he checks both of those 
boxes. 

Parsons recently won his 81st gold 
medal in powerlifting and did so at the 
Florida Senior Games, which is a compe-
tition for people older than 50 years old, 
on Dec. 11.

However, what makes the achievement 
even more unique is that he did not start 
weight training until he was about 30 
years old.

“My dad introduced me to Olympic 
lifting and taught me basic lifts as a kid, 
but I learned them out of curiosity and 
never really committed to doing much 
with it for years.” 

Then, years later he decided to put his 
focus into finding a way to get exer-
cise and get fit, and he remembered the 
techniques his dad had taught him, and he 
started working out in his basement while 
living in Massachusetts.

“One day I was looking in a strength 
and weightlifting magazine that they 
were having AAU meets, and that my 
marks weren’t that far off from those 
at the state meets and went on to finish 
fourth place in my first meet,” Parsons 
said.

Ever since his first competition, he has 
gone on to earn a medal every time out, 
but he also noticed that he could not get 
higher than a bronze medal.

“I was one of the few that were not 
taking steroids and looking to take it to 
the professional level,” Parsons said. “I 
just did it for exercise purposes, so why 
would I want to do something that would 
harm that. Health was always my top 
priority.”

As his sons got older they began 
powerlifting and eventually body build-
ing and the family even competed in the 
same events at times.

For years now, people have been taken 
back when they find out he is a power-
lifter, but the fact that they do not believe 
him when he first tells them is something 
he has come to take pride in, because he 
knows he came about it by natural hard 
work and dedication.

As he has gotten older and competed 
in categories where only those not taking 

steroids can compete, the gold medals 
have begun to rack up each year, with 
multiple golds coming in some years.

“I compete in what they consider a cat-
egory for lifetime drug-free participants,” 
Parsons said.

One of his formulas for success is that 
strategy he employs during a competition 
and with his approach to powerlifting.

“Every time I strive to achieve a per-
sonal best year after year, but only by five 
pounds or so,” Parsons said. “I do this 
either with more weight or more reps.”

That strategy of consistency has helped 
him win a world championship and has 
allowed him to win a gold medal in 

every Florida Senior Games he has ever 
entered.

“It’s like the story of the tortoise and 
the hare,” Parsons said. “It’s all about 
consistency and building over time. I 
only lift enough to win.”

However, he also acknowledges the 
fact that his whole experience is a unique 
one.

“Most Olympic lifters reach their peak 
strength at 35 years old, but mine was 65, 
so it’s kind of weird,” Parsons chuckled. 
“It just shows that if you stick with it for 
a long period of time, you can do some-
thing that some would have never even 
dreamed possible.”
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Send your sports news to 
news@pontevedrarecorder.com 

For LIVE Sports and updates,
follow our Twitter, @PVR_sports

Persistence results in 81 gold medals

All smiles for pair of Ponte 
Vedra football signees

Contributed photo
Ponte Vedra football players Jake Guarnera and Maddux Babin signed to play in col-
lege during a signing ceremony at Mr. Chubby’s Wings on Dec. 22. Guarnera will play 
at Michigan, while Babin will play at Western Michigan.

Photo by Anthony Richards
David Parsons, 81, won his 81st gold medal 
in powerlifting at the Florida Senior Games 
on Dec. 11.
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Photography

People... Pets... Portraits
Christopher Stone Photography
PoochiePooAndYou.com

Schedule a Portrait Session for just 
$150 and get 10 Digital Downloads 

(a $500 value) for FREE! 
Call or Text Now 904-400-2547

Home 
Improvement

Don’t Pay For Covered Home Re-
pairs Again! Our home warranty 
covers ALL MAJOR SYSTEMS AND 
APPLIANCES. We stand by our 
service and if we can’t fix it, we’ll re-
place it!  Pick the plan that fits your 
budget!  Call: 1-888-521-2793

NEED NEW WINDOWS?  Drafty 
rooms? Chipped or damaged 
frames? Need outside noise reduc-
tion? New, energy efficient windows 
may be the answer! Call for a con-
sultation & FREE quote today. 
1-888-993-3693. You will be asked 
for the zip code of the property when 
connecting.

WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP & 
RESTORATION:  A small amount of 
water can lead to major damage and 
mold growth in your home. Our trust-
ed professionals do complete re-
pairs to protect your family and your 
home’s value! Call 24/7:  1-866-782-
4060 Have zip code of service loca-
tion ready when you call!

Home 
Improvement

PROTECT YOUR HOME from pests 
safely and affordably. Roaches, Bed 
Bugs, Rodent, Termite, Spiders and 
other pests. Locally owned and af-
fordable. Call for a quote or inspec-
tion today 1-877-644-9799  Have zip 
code of property ready when calling!

AGING ROOF? NEW HOMEOWN-
ER? STORM DAMAGE? You need 
a local expert provider that proudly 
stands behind their work.  Fast, free 
estimate. Financing available.  Call 
1-888-967-1158. Have zip code of 
property ready when calling!

PROTECT YOUR HOME from pests 
safely and affordably. Pest, rodent, 
termite and mosquito control.  Call 
for a quote or inspection today 888-
498-0446

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as 
little as ONE DAY! Affordable prices 
- No payments for 18 months!  Life-
time warranty & professional installs. 
Senior & Military Discounts avail-
able.  Call: 888-460-2264

UPDATE YOUR HOME with Beauti-
ful New Blinds & Shades. FREE in-
home estimates make it convenient 
to shop from home. Professional 
installation. Top quality - Made in 
the USA. Call for free consulta-
tion: 866-636-1910.  Ask about our 
specials!

Medical

ATTENTION OXYGEN THERAPY 
USERS! Discover Oxygen Therapy 
That Moves with You with Inogen 
Portable Oxygen Concentrators. 
FREE information kit. Call 844-958-
2473.

LOW COST HEALTH INSURANCE. 
Government subsidies available for 
families earning $111,000 or less a 
year.  See if you qualify.  Call for 
your free quote! 1-888-966-2298

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 50 
Generic Pills SPECIAL $99.00.  
100% guaranteed. 24/7 CALL NOW! 
888-445-5928 Hablamos Español

Other

DONATE YOUR VEHICLE to fund 
the SEARCH FOR MISSING CHIL-
DREN.  FAST FREE PICKUP.  24 
hour response.  Running or not. 
Maximum Tax Deduction and No 
Emission Test Required! Call 24/7:  
866-471-2576

Miscellaneous

Prepare for power outages today 
with a Generac Home Standby 
Generator. Act now to receive a 
FREE 7-Year warranty with qualify-
ing purchase* Call 1-855-948-6176 
today to schedule a free quote. It’s 
not just a generator. It’s a power 
move.

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! 
LeafFilter, the most advanced 
debris-blocking gutter protection. 
Schedule free LeafFilter estimate 
today. 20% off Entire Purchase. 10% 
Senior & Military Discounts. Call 
1-833-610-1936

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as 
little as ONE DAY! Affordable prices 
- No payments for 18 months!  Life-
time warranty & professional installs. 
Senior & Military Discounts avail-
able.  Call: 855-761-1725

Donate Your Car to Veterans To-
day! Help and Support our Veterans. 
Fast - FREE pick up. 100% tax de-
ductible. Call 1-800-245-0398

HughesNet - Finally, super-fast 
internet no matter where you live. 
25 Mbps just $59.99/mo! Unlimited 
Data is Here. Stream Video. Bundle 
TV & Internet. Free Installation.  Call 
866-499-0141

Become a published author. We 
want to read your book! Dorrance 
Publishing trusted since 1920. Con-
sultation, production, promotion & 
distribution. Call for free author’s 
guide 1-877-729-4998 or visit dor-
ranceinfo.com/ads

DISH TV $64.99 For 190 Chan-
nels + $14.95 High Speed Internet.  
Free Installation, Smart HD DVR 
Included, Free Voice Remote. Some 
restrictions apply.  Promo Expires 
1/31/24. 1-866-479-1516

www.pontevedrarecorder.com

All Line Ads are 4 lines, 
20 to 25 Characters Per Line. 

*Additional Lines Can be Purchased
*All Rates Are NET

CLASSIFIED RATES 2024
Message to Advertisers:
All ads are non-refundable. Please check your ad copy 

of Wednesday by 3pm. Ads must comply with Federal, 
State or local laws. We are not responsible for ad 
content. Ads are subject to approval by the Publisher.

CLASSIFIED LINER DEADLINE
MONDAY  NOON

CLASSIFIED DISPLAY DEADLINE
FRIDAY 5PM

RECORDER FAX #CALL APRIL SNYDER
285-8831 ext. 1204

Private Party Line Rates
• $14.00 1 week • $23.00 2 weeks
• $31.00 3 weeks • $37.50 4 weeks

Add lines $2.15 each

(Couches, TV’s, Beds, Household Items, Etc.)

Commercial Line Rates
• $22.50 1 week • $39.00 2 weeks
• $55.50 3 weeks • $70.00 4 weeks

Add lines $2.15 each
(Animals, Cars, Renting or Selling a Home or 

to Advertise Your Business or Services)

Employment Spotlight/Real Estate
1x2 (2”x2”) $40.50/1 wk • $70.00/2 wks. • $100/3 wks. 
1x3 (2”x3”) $61.50/1 wk. • $112.00/2 wks. • $150.00/3 wks.
2x2 (4”x2”) $82.00/1 wk. • $153.00/2 wks. • $200.00/3 wks.
2x3 (4”x3”) $123.00/1 wk. •$225/2 wks. • $300/3 wks.

Business & Worship Directory
1.5 x 2 $55.00/month
1.5 x 4 $96.52/month

1.5 x 6 $149.52/month
Rate Guide for: The Recorder

FREE           
from the  
State of 
Florida            

Want to make 
your phone 

louder?

www.ftri.org

800-222-3448

- Amplifies up to  
45 decibels 

- AC and battery 
operated

RF23

•Florida Resident 
•Over the age of 3 
•Have a Hearing Loss 
or Speech Disorder

Easy to Qualify:

Apply Online:

800-222-3448
Apply by Phone:

Our  
NEW              
In-line 
Amplifier 
does that!

www.ftri.org/products/serene-ua-50

- Keep your favorite 
corded phone

- Simple solution for 
Assisted Living 
Facility phones

A relaxed and welcoming place to  
start your Sundays with God’s word.
Come hear our new Pastor Jim Young!

Sundays at 9:45 a.m.

276 N. Roscoe Blvd., Ponte Vedra Beach
904.285.5347 | LordOfLifePVB.org

Lord of Life 
Lutheran Church

Call today and receive a 

FREE SHOWER PACKAGE
PLUS $1600 OFF

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any previous 
walk-in tub purchase. Offer available while supplies last. No cash value. Must present 

offer at time of purchase. CSLB 1082165  NSCB 0082999  0083445

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any previous 

1-855-417-13061-855-417-1306

Call today and receive a 

FREE SHOWER PACKAGE
1600 OFF

SPECIAL OFFER

Call 866-643-0438 to 
schedule your free quote!

Bob’s BASEBALL Tours  
  See MLB games in Cincinnati, Detroit, Cleveland,            
Pittsburgh, Toronto, Boston & New York Yankees   

       Visit Baseball, Hockey, Basketball & Pro Football            
Rock & Roll Halls of Fame. Guided Tour of Manhattan 
                              August 2-12, 2024  
     $3500./person based on double hotel occupancy.  Quality motor coach, hotels & game tickets 
 

Also offering Arizona/Grand Canyon Spring Training 
Tour & New York/New England Foliage Tour in 24! 

Call or Text for a free brochure: 507-217-1326 
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ACROSS
  1.  Bleated
  6.  Snakelike fish
  9.  Database management 
 system
 13.  Russian-American violinist
 14.  Wendy’s founder Thomas
 15.  Ancient Italian-Greek colony
 16.  Negatives
 17.  Rescued
 18.  Self-immolation by fire ritual
 19.  Assigns tasks to
 21.  Island nation native
 22.  Trade
 23.  Detergent brand
 24.  Famed NY Giant
 25.  Before
 28.  Split pulses
 29.  Extremely angry; highly
 incensed
 31.  Body part
 33.  American state
 36.  David __, US playwright
 38.  Move one’s head slightly 
 39.  Secret rendezvous
 41.  Improved
 44.  A place to exercise
 45.  18-year astronomical period
 46.  Automobile
 48.  You can take it
 49.  A radio band
 51.  Jaws of an animal
 52.  Short-billed rails
 54.  Chinese province
 56.  Shameless and undisguised
 60.  Horizontal passage into 
 a mine
 61.  Adult males
 62.  Fail to entertain
 63.  Dried-up
 64.  City in north-central Utah
 65.  Southern U.S.
 66.  German river
 67.  Oxygen
 68.  Make law

DOWN
  1.  Curved segment
  2.  Wings

  3.  From pentane (Chemistry)
  4. Gradually gets into
  5.  Commercial document 
 (abbr.)
  6.  Overhang
  7.  Christmas and New Year’s
 have them
  8.  Type of bulb
  9.  Lacking a plan
 10.  Tattle
 11.  Rockers like it “heavy”
 12.  One who’s been canonized
 14.  Indicate time and place
 17.  Nobel Prize winner 
 in physics
 20.  The voice of Olaf
 21.  Fragmented rock
 23.  They __
 25.  Master of Philosophy
 26.  Backside
 27.  Landmark house in L.A.
 29.  An act of undue intimacy 

 30.  From which a later word 
 is derived
 32.  Equal to 10 meters 
 34.  Neither
 35.  Computer language
 37.  Sacred book of Judaism
 40.  A woolen cap of Scottish 
 origin
 42.  A way to dedicate
 43.  Challenges
 47.  British Air Aces
 49.  Large, influential bank
 50.  Portended
 52.  Cavalry-sword
 53.  Vaccine developer
 55.  Napoleonic Wars general
 56.  Italian Seaport
 57.  Hip joint
 58.  __ Clapton, musician
 59.  Insect repellent
 61.  Decorative scarf
 65.  Delaware

C RO S S WO R D

S U D O K U

Here’s How It Works:  
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 
3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each 
row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row, 
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will 
appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The 
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

Miscellaneous

Safe Step. North America’s #1 
Walk-in tub. Comprehensive lifetime 
warranty. Top-of-the-line installation 
and service. Now featuring our free 
shower package & $1600 off - limit-
ed time! Financing available. 1-855-
417-1306

Diagnosed with lung cancer & 
65+? You may qualify for a sub-
stantial cash award. No obligation! 
We’ve recovered millions. Let us 
help! Call 24/7 1-877-707-5707

Free high speed internet if quali-
fied. Govt. pgm for recipients of 
select pgms incl. Medicaid, SNAP, 
Housing Assistance, WIC, Veterans 
Pension, Survivor Benefits, Life-
line, Tribal. 15 GB internet. Android 
tablet free w/one-time $20 copay. 
Free shipping. Call Maxsip Telecom! 
1-833-758-3892

Wesley Financial Group, LLC 
Timeshare Cancellation Experts 
Over $50,000,000 in timeshare debt 
& fees cancelled in 2019. Get free 
info package & learn how to get rid 
of your timeshare! Free consulta-
tions. Over 450 positive reviews. 
833-308-1971

Miscellaneous

DIRECTV Stream - Carries the most 
local MLB Games! Choice Package 
$89.99/mo for 12 mos Stream on 20 
devices at once. HBO Max included 
for 3 mos (w/Choice Package or 
higher.) No contract or hidden fees! 
Some restrictions apply. Call IVS 
1-866-859-0405

MobileHelp, America’s premier 
mobile medical alert system. 
Whether you’re home or away. For 
safety & peace of mind. No long term 
contracts! Free brochure! 1-888-
489-3936

Replace your roof w/the best looking 
& longest lasting material steel from 
Erie Metal Roofs! 3 styles & mul-
tiple colors available. Guaranteed to 
last a lifetime! Limited Time Offer up 
to 50% off install + Additional 10% off 
install (military, health & 1st respond-
ers.) 1-833-370-1234

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can install 
a new, custom bath or shower in 
as little as one day. Limited time, 
we’re waiving all installation costs! 
(Additional terms apply. Subject to 
change and vary by dealer. Offer 
ends 12/31/23 Call 1-844-501-3208

Miscellaneous

INJURED IN AN ACCIDENT? Don’t 
Accept the insurance company’s 
first offer. Many injured parties are 
entitled to major cash settlements. 
Get a free evaluation to see what 
your case is really worth. 100% 
Free Evaluation. Call Now: 1-833-
888-2038. Be ready with your zip 
code to connect with the closest 
provider.

REACH 20 MILLION HOMES 
NATIONWIDE WITH ONE BUY! 

To inquire about placing 
an ad in this section, 

call 579-2154

Health & Fitness
VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 50 Generic Pills SPECIAL 

$99.00.  100% guaranteed. 24/7 CALL NOW! 888-445-5928 
Hablamos Español

Dental Insurance - Physicians Mutual Insurance Company. 
Covers 350 procedures. Real insur-ance - not a discount plan. 
Get your free dental info kit! 1-855-526-1060 www.dental50p-
lus.com/ads #6258

Attention oxygen therapy users! Inogen One G4 is capable 
of full 24/7 oxygen delivery. Only 2.8 pounds. Free info kit. Call 
877-929-9587

Home Services
Aging Roof? New Homeowner? Got Storm Damage? You 

need a local expert provider that proudly stands behind their 
work. Fast, free estimate. Financing available. Call 1-888-878-
9091

Water damage cleanup & restoration: A small amount 
of water can lead to major damage and mold growth in your 
home. Our trusted professionals do complete repairs to protect 
your family and your home’s value! Call 24/7: 1-888-872-2809

Miscellaneous
Prepare for power outages today with a Generac Home 

Standby Generator. Act now to receive a FREE 7-Year warranty 
with qualifying purchase* Call 1-855-948-6176 today to sched-
ule a free quote. It’s not just a generator. It’s a power move.

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking gutter protec-tion. Schedule free 
LeafFilter estimate today. 20% off Entire Purchase. 10% Senior 
& Military Discounts. Call 1-833-610-1936

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as little as ONE DAY! Afford-
able prices - No payments for 18 months!  Lifetime warranty & 
professional installs. Senior & Military Discounts available.  Call: 
855-761-1725

Donate Your Car to Veterans Today! Help and Support 
our Veterans. Fast - FREE pick up. 100% tax deductible. Call 
1-800-245-0398

HughesNet - Finally, super-fast internet no matter where 
you live. 25 Mbps just $59.99/mo! Un-limited Data is Here. 
Stream Video. Bundle TV & Internet. Free Installation.  Call 
866-499-0141

Become a published author. We want to read your book! 
Dorrance Publishing trusted since 1920. Consultation, produc-
tion, promotion & distribution. Call for free author’s guide 

1-877-729-4998 or visit dorranceinfo.com/ads
DISH TV $64.99 For 190 Channels + $14.95 High Speed 

Internet.  Free Installation, Smart HD DVR Included, Free Voice 
Remote. Some restrictions apply.  Promo Expires 1/31/24. 
1-866-479-1516

Safe Step. North America’s #1 Walk-in tub. Comprehensive 
lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-line installation and service. Now 
featuring our free shower package & $1600 off - limited time! 
Fi-nancing available. 1-855-417-1306

MobileHelp, America’s premier mobile medical alert 
system. Whether you’re home or away. For safety & peace of 
mind. No long term contracts! Free brochure! 1-888-489-3936

Free high speed internet if qualified. Govt. pgm for recipi-
ents of select pgms incl. Medicaid, SNAP, Housing Assistance, 
WIC, Veterans Pension, Survivor Benefits, Lifeline, Tribal. 15 GB 
internet. Android tablet free w/one-time $20 copay. Free ship-
ping. Call Maxsip Telecom! 1-833-758-3892

Wesley Financial Group, LLC Timeshare Cancellation 
ExpertsOver $50,000,000 in timeshare debt & fees cancelled 
in 2019. Get free info package & learn how to get rid of your 
timeshare! Free consultations. Over 450 positive reviews. 
833-308-1971

DIRECTV Stream - Carries the most local MLB Games! 
Choice Package $89.99/mo for 12 mos Stream on 20 devices 
at once. HBO Max included for 3 mos (w/Choice Package or 
higher.) No contract or hidden fees! Some restrictions apply. 
Call IVS 1-866-859-0405

Diagnosed with lung cancer & 65+? You may qualify for 
a substantial cash award. No obligation! We’ve recovered mil-
lions. Let us help! Call 24/7 1-877-707-5707

Replace your roof w/the best looking & longest lasting 
material steel from Erie Metal Roofs! 3 styles & multiple colors 
available. Guaranteed to last a lifetime! Limited Time Offer up 
to 50% off install + Additional 10% off install (military, health & 
1st responders.) 1-833-370-1234

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can install a new, custom bath or 
shower in as little as one day. Limited time, we’re waiving all 
installation costs! (Additional terms apply. Subject to change 
and vary by dealer. Offer ends 12/31/23 Call 1-844-501-3208

INJURED IN AN ACCIDENT? Don’t Accept the insurance 
company’s first offer. Many injured parties are entitled to major 
cash settlements. Get a free evaluation to see what your case 
is re-ally worth. 100% Free Evaluation. Call Now: 1-833-888-
2038. Be ready with your zip code to connect with the closest 
provider.

Thinking of Advertising
in the Recorder?

For more informa�on call (904) 285-8831
to speak with a Sales Rep. today!

Let’s get social!
“LIKE” US ON

Stay up to date on contests, 
advertising specials, and real-time 

news in Ponte Vedra. 
Our fans get access to exclusive 

content you can’t find anywhere else!
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(904) 642-5111 (904) 642-5111 
4700 Southside Blvd, Jacksonville, FL 32216 | www.randymarioncadillacofjacksonville.com

WE HAVE THE MOST AVAILABLE INVENTORY 
FROM AMELIA ISLAND TO ST AUGUSTINE AND 

PONTE VEDRA TO ORANGE PARK

40 AVAILABLE 
2023-2024 XT4, XT5 AND XT6S

19 AVAILABLE 
2023-2024 ESCALADES AND ESV’S

14 AVAILABLE 
2024 LYRIQS

22 AVAILABLE 
2023-2024 CT4S AND CT5S

COME INTO THE STORE AND WE WILL MAKE A DEAL!


