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Welcome to Sand Castles

Janet Westling
Contributing Editor

By Janet Westling

Happy new year and welcome to the
ninth anniversary of our Before and After
Issue of Sand Castles!

Our Before and After issue is one of
my favorite issues of Sand Castles. I love
the start of the new year where we set
goals that range from organizing your
home, getting fit and healthy to creating
new designs for your home and embark-
ing on renovations. We cover all these
topics and I think this issue lives up to
our goal to deliver interesting stories
from our beaches and beyond!

This new year celebrated the inaugura-
tion of our Governor, Ron DeSantis, on
Jan. 3 and included a private luncheon
honoring the Mammas for DeSantis at the
Governor’s Mansion.

We start our new year off with travel
tales from Berkshire Hathaway Home-
Services Broker Holly Hayes and her
husband, Robert, who traveled across the
pond and share their story and adventures
in Greece.

Our renovation issue features a major
renovation on a home renovated by Tom

Trout. He transformed a Cypress Bridge
home, taking it apart and rebuilding a
spectacular new design that creates more
living space, opens up views of the water,
bringing the outdoors in!

Architect and interior designer Julia
Sanford of Starr Sanford Design offers
readers a look inside how Florida ver-
nacular is changing — and Ponte Vedra
Beach is center stage.

Florida House on Capitol Hill in Wash-
ington, D.C., is a nonprofit and America’s
only state embassy in Washington, D.C.,
and it celebrates 50 years and is a cham-
pion of education and the arts.

Every issue of Sand Castles features
our Market Watch. David Johnson with
Ameris Bank, answers the question:
How’s the market, and what is happening
with the rates? And what can we expect
in 20237

Seven of our local Realtors contribute
stories from Old Ponte Vedra Beach to
Sawgrass and Marsh landing. Touring
these stunning homes through the Real-
tors’ eyes, words and photos spotlights
the wonderful properties on the market
today on Florida’s First Coast!

The Jacksonville Jewish Federation
foundation shares a recent major donation
to the community to address antisemitism
and bias in the community.

Brian Sexton of the Jaguars gives his
analysis on the team titled: Ahead of
Schedule. It is a fascinating look at the
journey this team continues to take.

Chef Shane Cheshire and Taste Cater-
ing returns with a plan of healthy eating
we all can adopt this year and features
an island favorite, Fresh Island Mackerel
Tacos.

Our local School board member Kelly
Barrera shares her insights on the Pro-
grams of Choice, which are available for
students to participate in.

Our home is our castle and at the
beaches it is our castle in the sand. From
palm trees to sand dunes, golf courses
to resort living, Ponte Vedra Beach and
the beaches communities offer the most
desirable real estate in Northeast Florida!

Janet Westling, Realtor, CIPS,GRI, Luxury
Collection Specialist, Berkshire Hathaway
HSFNR, Sand Castles creator and
contributing editor. www.janetwestling.com

o
Interested in interest rates?

By David Johnson

For those of us watching mortgage
interest rates, 2022 couldn’t end soon
enough.

Last year, saw a steady progression
of rising interest rates in response to
the pandemic economy. The Federal
Reserve raised the Federal Funds rate
seven times. The funds rate is what
banks charge one another to borrow
money overnight. Banks lend each other
money to maintain reserves. This rate
affects consumers because banks have
to charge a margin over and above the
Federal Funds rate.

Mortgage interest rates on home
equity lines of credit (HELOC),
refinances and purchases increase with
the funds rate. We saw the dramatic
increase in residential mortgage interest
rates last year because the Federal
Reserve began aggressively raising the
funds rate.

Before going any further, I need
to stress individual interest rates for
residential mortgages vary depending
on several factors. Among them are
the property type, whether a stick- or
block-built single-family residence or
high-rise condominium, for instance.
Additional factors are the proposed

residency of the property, either
primary, second home or investment.
Credit score, loan amount, loan to value
are also factors. This article does not
address a particular mortgage situation.
Instead, it relays the recent Federal
Funds rate history and speculates on
the 2023 interest rate activity. I can be
contacted about your particular interest
rate situation by using the phone
number or email in the accompanying
display ad.

The current 4.5% Federal Funds rate
resulted from several rate increases
by the Federal Board of Governors in
2022. It’s hard to believe as recently
as March of last year the funds rate
was 0%. Two previous years of
extraordinarily low rates orchestrated
by the Fed’s reaction to the pandemic
came to a screeching halt less than 12
months ago.

The question everyone is asking
is whether Jerome Powell and the
Federal Reserve will continue raising
the rate this year, and how much? It’s
impossible to predict interest rates,
but I will do my best to explain how
the Fed affects them, and that effect on
the Ponte Vedra Beach and St. John’s
County housing market.

There was a 16% decrease in St.

John’s County home sales between
2021 and 2022. Northeast Florida
Association of Realtors (NEFAR)
reports 7,424 residential sales between
Jan. 1 and Dec. 31, 2022. In the same
2021 period, 8,750 sold, a 1,326 year-
over-year decline*. I will update this
data in a future Sand Castles Market
Report for 2023. The reduction in local
sales is evidence of the negative impact
of rising mortgage interest rates.

The Federal Reserve is mandated
by Congress to keep prices stable and
maximize employment. Their reasoning

behind raising rates last year was to
reduce the inflation created by the
accelerated printing of money and 0%
Federal Funds rate during the pandemic.

Economic analysts argue the 2.5%
Federal Funds rate from 2018 is
“normal.” With the prediction of the
current 4.5% increasing to 5% early
this year we can expect to see the Fed
begin the correction down to a normal
rate later this year either in the third or
fourth quarter.

RATES continues on Page 35
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Programs of Choice a highlight of
St. Johns County public school experience

By Kelly Barrera,
District 4 School Board Representative

Last month, the St. Johns County
School District hosted more than 1,000
students, parents and business partners at
our High School Showcase held at World
Golf Village. The event was an oppor-
tunity for students and parents to learn
more about one of the truly outstanding
aspects of our highly rated public school
district: the opportunity to participate in
one of our many Programs of Choice.

From aerospace and biotechnology to
JROTC and arts academies, the St. Johns
County School District offers more than
two dozen special programs of choice
that provide our students with rigorous
academic and engaging cultural enrich-
ment opportunities. Together, these pro-
grams provide a well-rounded academic
experience that enables students to pursue
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their individual interests at a deeper level.

Academics

The St. Johns County School District
has long been recognized for its aca-
demically rigorous curriculum. St. Johns
County was the second school district in
the nation, in fact, to adopt the Cam-
bridge Advanced International Certificate
of Education (AICE) — a program that
emphasizes the value of broad and bal-
anced study for academically advanced
students. As we celebrate the 25th an-
niversary of this program at St. Augustine
High School, we are also offering AICE
at our newly opened Beachside High
School.

We also offer the International Bac-
calaureate diploma program, which pro-
vides highly motivated students with an
internationally recognized college-level
curriculum during their last two years
of high school. This program graduated
its first class from Nease High School
in 1998 and is also available at Pedro
Menendez High School.

Career Academies

The St. Johns County School District
boasts nearly 30 different career acad-
emies, including such diverse offerings as
aviation/aerospace, aquaculture, culi-
nary arts, communications, engineering,
environmental sciences, law/homeland
security, logistics/supply chain manage-
ment, information technology, business,
marketing, design, future teachers, bio-
tech, health care, veterinary, biomedical,
biotech and architectural/building.

Designed to align with the workforce
needs of our region, these career acade-

You know the best lots went first, and this is one of them, with a mostly
one-story home custom-designed to take in golf & water vistas! 3BRs +
office (could be 4th BR), open plan, high ceilings, hidden garden with
a cocktail pool, plus the first class amenities of this Ponte Vedra Beach
community with membership. Fabulous home. $1,550,000.

mies help students explore and engage in
industry or career fields of interest prior
to high school graduation. Each academy
has an advisory board comprised of busi-
ness and community partners who assist
in overseeing industry-specific curricu-
lum, trends, hands-on projects, competi-
tions, case studies, student internships,
professional education opportunities for
instructors, guest speakers and support.

Career academy students have an op-
portunity not only to earn high school
credit, but also industry certification and
college credit while still in high school.
What’s more, each career academy
provides students with a direct route to
enter the workforce and post-secondary
education.

Our early college program, mean-
while, provides a pathway for students to
complete an associate’s degree. We also
have the early career program, offering
students certain workforce industry certi-
fications in areas such as HVAC, weld-
ing, automotive service technology and
medical assisting, concurrent with their
high school diploma.

Arts

For students who are interested in the
arts, the St. Johns County Center for the
Arts offers a preprofessional program
of study in the performing and visual
arts. These programs are offered in both
middle and high school at RJ Murray
Middle School and St. Augustine High
School.

JROTC

In St. Johns County, we are so very
fortunate to have Navy, Air Force and
Army ROTC programs. These are highly
regarded JROTC units: Our Navy JROTC
unit at Allen D. Nease High School, in
fact, was named the 2022 Most Outstand-
ing Unit in the Nation.

The enrollment application process
for these Programs of Choice begins
each January. If your child is interested
in participating in one of these stellar
opportunities, watch for school notices
about Academy Night, when each school
showcases the programs offered at their
school.

AMERIS BANK

MORTGAGE SERVICES

LOOKING FOR
A NEW HOME?

Together we can turn your homebuying

dreams into a reality.

Loan programs include:

- Construction-to-Permanent Loans

- Jumbo Loans
- Renovation Loans
- FHA and VA Loans

Proudly serving Ponte Vedra Beach

David Johnson

Mortgage Banker, NMLS# 1446956
C: 386.288.7117
david.johnson@amerisbank.com
amerisbank.com/davidjohnson

Member
FDIC faees

All loans subject to credit approval.
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The before and after of a home remodeling project

At Tom Trout Inc., performing home remodeling Compare these projects, before and after remodeling:
projects is especially rewarding when working with
great clients with vision, taste and the ability to make
timely decisions. This is the case with this family’s
home project, which we are currently wrapping up.

We were hired to perform the project, and the
design was a collaborative effort between architect
Dennis Williams and the Trout in-house design team.
The scope of work included additions and extensive
remodeling to replace and expand the kitchen, add a
family room with beverage station, add a porch with
summer kitchen, update bathrooms, flooring, stairs,
fireplace, etc.

Kitchen and Great Room — The old skinny shot-
gun kitchen was separated from the great room by a
solid wall, which was removed. The kitchen was also
expanded beyond the original footprint of the home,
which required extensive structural reengineering.
The great room fireplace wall was also completely
updated.

. . Great Room Before Great Room After

Family Room and Beverage Station — The original
family room was demolished, replaced and expanded
to include a new beverage station with bar seating.

Covered Porch and Summer Kitchen — A new
covered porch with summer kitchen and bar seating
was added beyond the family room, overlooking the
pool area and lake.

Stairs — The stairs were upgraded to include new
iron railings, wood stair treads and accent lighting.

Photos provided by Tom Trout Inc.

Kitchen Before Kitchen After

AT

Family Room After Stairs Before Stairs After




Ponte Vedra Recorder - January 26, 2023 SAND CASTLES 15

CICITANDERSON & JENNA EISHER

OVER $67 MILLION IN CLOSINGS.

boretum
<«—=5@Pens
EAST ARLINGTON .

va Atlantic Beach

THE BEACHES

JTHSIDE SANDALWOOD Neptune Beach
STATES
GOLDEN
LA o
z
Jacksonville
6 BEACH HAVEN Beact"e
SANS PAREIL
DY HILL o ,/@
00® o°
CICI ANDERSON JENNA FISHER o\' k 1
Founding Realtor, PA Realtor, PA ®\. @@’\" o« ® —®
904.537.0457 904.881.4201 A/ (7] ;@% v
cicisellsjax@gmail.com jennasellsjax@gmail.com BT i (24) (2234 -\@ach 34
2021 & 2022 o g2 0
S " DT D
L] L]
Residential Real ®
Estate Team
CREEK
Northeast Florida
JACKSONVILLE BUSINESS JOURNAL 9
BOOK OF LISTS
—0
MARSH LANDING COUNTRY CLUB o 00
Rea -~ 0 ®
@ Davig Park
1. 2710 Townsend | Jacksonville 10.  Laguna Villas | Jacksonville Beach 19. 816 Hawks Nest Ct. | Ponte Vedra Beach 34. 58 Jackson Ave.| Ponte Vedra Beach
2. 767 Providence Island Ct. | Jacksonville 108 Laguna Villas, D25 20. 5355 Chandler Bend Rd. | Jacksonville 35. 44 Solana Rd. | Ponte Vedra Beach
3. 2877 Cassia Ln. | Jacksonville 108 Laguna Villas, D13 21. 200 Deer Colony Ln. | Ponte Vedra Beach 36. 915 Ponte Vedra Blvd. | Ponte Vedra Beach
4. 12776 Josslyn Ln. | Jacksonville 108 Laguna Villas, D32 22. 107 Club Forest Ln. | Ponte Vedra Beach 37. 114 Hollyhock Ln. | Ponte Vedra Beach
5. 3818 Brampton Island Ct. N. | Jacksonville 108 Laguna Villas, D33 23. 108 Palm Forest PI. | Ponte Vedra Beach 38. 88 Paradise Valley Dr. | Ponte Vedra Beach
6. Marina San Pablo | Jacksonville 202 Laguna Villas, B23 24. 240 Deer Haven Dr. | Ponte Vedra Beach 39. 70 Vestavia Ct. | Ponte Vedra Beach
14402 Marina San Pablo P1., #704 200 Laguna Villas, (33 25. 112 Harbourmaster Ct. | Ponte Vedra Beach 40. 139 Sawyer Bridge Trl. | Ponte Vedra Beach
14402 Marina San Pablo PI., #406 11. 201 25th Ave. S., N24 | Jacksonville Beach 26. 177 Clearlake Dr. | Ponte Vedra Beach 41, 130S. Serenata Dr., #221 | Ponte Vedra Beach
14402 Marina San Pablo P1., #202 12. 101 25th Ave.S., J34 | Jacksonville Beach 27. 136 Clearlake Dr. | Ponte Vedra Beach 42, 4Evansville 1. | Palm Coast
14415 Marina San Pablo PI. 13. 1655The Greens Way, 2911 | Ponte Vedra Beach ~ 28. 400 Sandiron Cir., #436 | Ponte Vedra Beach 43. 9840 Intellect Trail | Jacksonville
Boat Slip #33 14. 233 Royal Tern Rd. N. | Ponte Veedra Beach 29. 112 Bent Pine Ct. | Ponte Vedra Beach 44. 2199 Astor St., #204 | Orange Park
Boat Slip #38 15. 317 Royal Tern Rd. S. | Ponte Vedra Beach 30.  2Turnberry Pointe Way | Ponte Vedra Beach 45. 7405 Carriage Side Ct. | Jacksonville
7. 1126 st St. N., #304 | Jacksonville Beach 16. 713 Great Egret Way | Ponte Vedra Beach 31. 169 Linkside Cir. | Ponte Vedra Beach 46. 1208 Althaea PI. | St Johns
8. 4122 Seabreeze Dr. | Jacksonville 17. 701 Great Egret Way | Ponte Vedra Beach 32. 141 Linkside Cir. | Ponte Vedra Beach
9. 122175t St. S. | Jacksonville Beach 18. 804 Hawks Nest Ct. | Ponte Vedra Beach 33. 42 Lagoon Course Ave. | Ponte Vedra Beach

Buy or Sell with us and receive a complimentary Social Membership to Marsh Landing Country Club. some restrictions apply.

llltls AII A bout You’, mlccrealty. com f The Cici Anderson Team The Cici Anderson Team

=




16 SAND CASTLES

Ponte Vedra Recorder - January 26, 2023

Ahead of schedule

Photo provided by Brian Sexton

Brian Sexton
By Brian Sexton

The Jaguars weren’t supposed to win
the AFC South and host a playoff game
this season, which was good news for
the folks at TIAA Bank Field at the end
of October when their 2-6 record made
them a candidate for a top five pick in
April’s NFL Draft.

But on a partly sunny Sunday in early
November the story began to change.
Trevor Lawrence brought the Jaguars
back from down 17 points to beat the
Las Vegas Raiders in front of a stadium
focused on the future, yet again.

Suddenly a team that couldn’t win a
close game in October had found a way
to get it, and it started a fire. They were
down seven points to the Ravens late in
the fourth quarter and with two minutes
to play, the second-year quarterback
led a dramatic charge down the field
resulting in a touchdown and the game-
winning, two-point conversion with

seconds left on the clock.

Two weeks later, they trailed the Ten-
nessee Titans 14-7 midway through the
first quarter, but by halftime Lawrence
staked his team to a 20-14 advantage
and never let the Titans catch their
breath in a 36-22 win in Nashville, the
club’s first since 2013.

You know how the Dallas game
ended, with safety Rayshawn Jenkins
interception return for a touchdown in
overtime, but can you forget the way
the quarterback put the team on his
shoulders down 21-7 in the first half
and how he marched them to a game-
tying field goal to force overtime with a
“you have to see it to believe it” type of
throw to Zay Jones?

Lawrence was widely believed to
be a generational talent at the game’s
most critical position after a champion-
ship career at Clemson, and thanks to a
disastrous connection to the worst head
coach in recent NFL history, we found
ourselves simply holding out hope
that he would be pretty good midway
through his first season with Doug
Pederson.

Then, it all changed. Credit Pederson
with a “Coach of the Year” season in
which he corrected the mistakes of that
lost season and coaxed Lawrence to
return to his confident ways.

As Lawrence was finding his footing
so too were the trio of free agent receiv-
ers brought to Jacksonville last spring.
Christian Kirk, Zay Jones and tight end
Evan Engram all posted career best
seasons and all three contributed to the
development of the quarterback and the
offense. Who will forget Engram’s 162-
yard, two-touchdown day in Nashville
as he befuddled the Titans or Jones’
three touchdowns against the Cowboys
or Kirk’s crucial touchdown catch in
the season finale against Tennessee?

Running back Travis Etienne, who
missed all of 2021, posted 1,108 yards

Tree'Removal Experts

1‘ - 4

Aerial Lift Trimming

o Workers Compensation
e Bonded

e Fully Equipped

¢ 30 Years Experience

TREE
MASTERS

FREE CONSULTATIONS AND ESTIMATES‘

and five touchdowns on the strength
of five 100-yard games and a 5.2-yard
per-carry average. He became a multi-
purpose threat every time he was on
the field, and we wondered if he would
make it all the way back in 2022 — if
at all — after the broken foot.

The offensive line allowed only 26
sacks, and that’s playing with a backup
left tackle in Walker Little after Cam
Robinson went down, backup left guard
in Tyler Shatley after Ben Bartch was
injured, rookie Luke Fortner at center,
a free agent in Brandon Schereff who
had struggled to stay on the field in
Washington at right guard and a previ-
ously underwhelming right tackle in
Juwaan Taylor. Taylor is now in line for
a rich contract extension and a unit long
criticized as thin in numbers and talent
is the strength of the team.

The offense gets most of the atten-
tion, and with hopes riding on Law-
rence’s development this season it was
always going to be that way. But what
about a defense, which posted a league
low nine takeaways in 2021, tripling
that to 27 in 2022? That number is tied
for the third most in the NFL this sea-

Photo by Susan Griffin

Photo by James Gilbert/Jacksonville Jaguars
Trevor Lawrence walks off the field after losing in the divisional round to the Kansas City
Chiefs. The future looks bright with the young quarterback at the helm for the Jaguars.

son and, most importantly, 11 of those
came against the Titans, Cowboys, Jets,
Texans and Titans, and three of those
were returned for touchdowns, power-
ing the five-game winning streak that
turned the season around.

Pederson was telling people as he
prepared his team for the wild card
game against the Chargers that this still
isn’t a one-year fix. There are holes to
fill in the secondary, they need a dis-
ruptive defensive tackle and a change
of pace running back to mix in with
Etienne.

I admire Doug and the job he did
this season. He was so calm and steady
during the five-game losing streak and
equally calm and steady during the
five-game winning streak. He was the
perfect coach to connect with the locker
room as a former player and to inspire
them as a Super-Bowl-winning coach.

But it is fixed. He’ll get to tinker with
it and make it stronger and better. But
if you were there when the Jaguars beat
the Titans on the final weekend of the
season, you know. Duuuval is back and
believing in its team, and that wasn’t
necessarily supposed to happen in 2022.
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River Oaks Cottage offers escape

If you are looking for the perfect local
getaway, River Oaks Cottage situated on
the St. Johns River in St. Augustine is
only 50 minutes from Ponte Vedra Beach.
It is a quick and peaceful drive along the
rural farms of St. Johns County until ar-
riving at this quiet stretch along the river.
For the anglers in your group, this area of
the river is known as “The Fishing Capi-
tol of the World.” Downtown St. Augus-
tine is an easy 25-minute drive away.

This adorable cottage is set under
sweeping live oak trees with several
outdoor spaces designed to capture the
expansive river views. There are many

places to sit and relax on the large deck,
including the wooden swing. The two
lower fishing decks attached to the main
deck allow for all day and night fishing. A
walkway to the covered dock is illuminat-
ed at night and the dock is softly lit under
strings of Edison lights. The pavered side

patio is perfect for stargazing and a firepit.

Bring your boat, as the you can drop your
boat into the river at the Riverdale boat
ramp two miles away and tie up to our
bottom dock. Fishing from the dock or
bottom deck area is so much fun!
Picturesque windows afford expansive
views from all living spaces with the vast

river showcasing incredible sunsets and
the water illuminating the colors of the
sky. The home is a one-level cottage with
two spacious bedrooms, two updated
bathrooms, two large living spaces, an
office and a fully equipped kitchen. All
walls and ceilings have recently been
painted a coastal white and many walls
are accented by shiplap. The home is
fully equipped with all the comforts of
home and is decorated with charming
coastal accents. The master bedroom has
a king-size bed with the most incred-
ible Dream Cloud mattress. There is an
updated ensuite master bathroom with a

large shower. In the master bedroom is
a 35-inch LED TV. A large closet with
California closet system is adjacent to the
master bathroom. The secondary bedroom
has twin bunk beds and a full-size bed,
two large closets and a TV. The second
bathroom was recently updated with a
large tub and rainhead-style showerhead.
There is a Pottery Barn foldable, full-
sized, wooden crib that can be used in
either bedroom. The family room has a
pullout sofa and a large 75-inch LED TV.
This home away from home is await-
ing your next “staycation.” Call today for
rental information 904-237-6083.

+ Conveniently Located 50
Minutes from Ponte Vedra
Beach and 25 Minutes from
Historic St. Augustine

« 2 Bedroom, 2 Bathroom
Cottage Sleeps 6

+ Coastal Finishes and Fully
Equipped Kitchen

+ Dock, Multiple Waterfront
Decks, Patio with Firepit

Thea #ome

s
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Call today for rental

+ Quiet Riverfront Community

=

information 904.237.6083.
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No need to travel to St

. Croix

— try this recipe at home!

By Chef Shane Cheshire
Taste Catering: Barn Yard Farms

My wife and I recently decided to
escape the grueling Florida weather, so
we took out on a Caribbean excursion.
St. Croix, to be exact. Ah, what better
way to flee the harshness of these Florida
winters! I'm a Florida native, and when it
drops below 60 degrees, I become as cold
as a brass toilet seat in the Yukon.

We departed the airport on an old yel-
low aircraft; I laughed and nicknamed it
Old Yeller. As we flew over the blue wa-
ters of the Atlantic, I began to dream of
all the mouthwatering Caribbean treats |
would consume upon arrival in St. Croix.
The following week would not disap-

point! Point Udall had much to offer us
as we meandered the bustling little port.
Warm bright yellow sun, a salty breeze
from crystal clear seas and the smell
of delicious Caribbean fare permeated
around the bayside docks. From break-
fast grub to five-star dinners to late-night
appetizers with cocktails. The cuisine of
St. Croix wooed me in ways I cannot put
into words!

When my career began some time
ago at A1A Ale Works in St. Augustine,
I became fascinated by Caribbean food
and its culture. All the different textures,
flavors and colors — wow, I thought
to myself, these folks really know and
love their cuisine. After years of study
and endless encounters with great chefs

FRESH ISLAND MACKEREL TACOS

Key lime datil pepper pan-seared island mackerel, rum-pickled red cabbage,

mango relish, sweet rainbow radish, sofrito, micro purple basil and fresh roti bread.

(Serves 4)

Ingredients:

» 8 oz fresh Island mackerel (substitute your favorite white fish)

* 2 Tbsp olive oil divided

e 1 tsp DeaKen Datil (keylime-datil pepper seasoning) *

* 1/4 head medium red cabbage
* 1/4 cup water

e 1/4 cup balsamic vinegar

* 1/4 cup red wine vinegar

e 1 small rainbow sweet radish
* 1 medium mango

e 1/2 cup of sugar + 2 Tbsp sugar

e 1 large pinch micro white scallions*

e 1/4 cup spiced rum
e 1/4 cup passion fruit juice
e 1/4 cup softito divided

* 4 cach roti bread (We like to make our own but you can find roti at your local

Island or Indian market.)

e 1 large pinch + some for garnish micro basil*

e Salt and pepper to your liking

Preparation:
1) Get your mise en place together.

2) Pat dry the fish fillet, rub the top side with key lime datil pepper and set aside.
3) Prepare mango relish, small dice mango and micro white scallion, add 1 Tbsp
sofrito, 2 Tbsp sugar, 1/4 cup rum and 1/4 cup passion fruit juice. Toss to combine

and set aside.

4) Prepare the red cabbage, put oil in a nonstick pan over medium heat, thin slice

the cabbage, add to pan, turn heat to high and sautee the cabbage for two minutes.
Deglaze with 1/4 cup rum, add 1/4 cup water, 1/4 cup juice, 1/2 cup sugar and

vinegar, bring to a boil until all the liquid is gone, remove from heat and set aside to

cool.
5) Slice radish, set aside.

worldwide, the Caribbean fare has yet

to elude my pallet or my heart. What se-
duces me the most is the passion and love
Caribbean inhabitants have for preparing
their exquisite dishes. I will always be in-
spired to recreate the majestic indigenous
dishes of the Caribbean, and I hope you
will join me in this adventure.

After dining around the beautiful island
of St. Croix, we decided to take a break
from the tourist life and spent the day
fishing with some newly found friends
on the magnificent Caribbean Sea. We
returned to the docks with most of the fun
and exciting day behind us. The captain's
mate filleted our catch as we played with
the massive school of tarpon that fol-
lowed us into port. At last, we said our

farewells and were off to our humble
seaside VRBO abode.

My wife and I had a dinner reservation
that evening but felt too tired from all the
action earlier in the day. She suggested I
prepare something with the day's catch,
and I concurred. What’s better than fresh
island mackerel tacos on roti bread, rum-
filled cocktails and an astounding sunset
to finish off an already perfect day!

Now, I know some of you think: Oh
no, not another taco recipe. Still, with this
fantastic Caribbean spin on it, [ promise
it will not disappoint! Bon Appetite!
And, as always from Taste Catering and
BarnYard Farms, I wish you well and
God bless!

Fresh island mackerel tacos — ready to eat!

Photo provided by Chef Shane Cheshire

6) Pan sear fish, heat oil in pan over medium heat, add fish and sear until a nice crust has formed, flip the fish and reduce heat, cook all the way through. While the fish
is cooking heat the roti bread in a nonstick pan to your liking. Remove fish and divide into equal portions.
7) Assemble, place roti on a plate, spoon on sofrito, place fish over sofrito, top with pickled cabbage, mango relish, radish and micro basil. Serve with your favorite
Caribbean cocktail and enjoy this little piece of the islands!

* Available at www.barnyradfarms.com
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JUST LISTED BEACH OASIS ON GUANA LAKE

2865 Ponte Vedra Blvd. 425 N. Ocean Grand Drive, 106 1268 Ponte Vedra Blvd.

Ponte Vedra Beach Ponte Vedra Beach Ponte Vedra Beach
Price: $1,975,000 Price: $875,000 Price: $1,150,000
MLS ID: 1209250 MLS ID: 1207108 MLS ID: 1204244
Lisa Barton Team Lisa Barton Team Lisa Barton Team

(904) 465-9139 (904) 465-9139 (904) 465-9139
LisaSellsPonteVedra.com LisaSellsPonteVedra.com LisaSellsPonteVedra.com

NEPTUNE BEACH PONTE VEDRA JUST SOLD

......

552 Seagate Ave. | 73 Curved Bay Trail 407 S. Mill View Way

Neptune Beach Ponte Vedra Ponte Vedra Beach
Price: $899,000 Price: $499,900 Price: $885,000
MLS ID: 1197334 MLS ID: 1202075 MLS ID: 1193947
Michele Daly Michele Daly Joni Zwick
(904) 994-2395 (904) 994-2395 (904) 910-7607
micheledaly.kw.com micheledaly.kw.com SellingPonteVedra.com

Visit Our Luxury Office in Ponte Vedra Beach

VEAR TO DATE 2022 PV OFFICE 13000 Sawgrass Village Circle,

Closed Units- 523 Bldg 1,5te 3
Closed Sales Volume- $436,659,894.60 Ponte Vedra Beach, FL

(904) 247-0059

*Source: Keller Williams Multi-Trend Report & MLS
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Photos by Holly Hayes
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White-washed buildings with blue roofs as seen in Santorini.

Visit to Greece an adventure

P > D R L R e

The caldera view in Santorini. An unusual sight in the Mykonos Little Venice area.

By Holly Hayes

Opa! The Greek word that encompasses any special
event or celebration! On a recent trip in late September
2022 to Santorini, Mykonos and Athens, Greece, my
husband, Robert, and I heard the word daily, wafting
from seaside restaurants, from beautiful sun-washed
white balconies and blue roofs with magnificent views,
shouts from local restaurants and taverns from revel-
ers enjoying a well-deserved vacation or celebrating a
wedding or other personal event.

The trip to Greece left the author and her husband, Robert,
with cherished memories.

It was a sound that lifted our spirits and under our
breath each time, we said back “Opa!” much like we
use the term “Cheers!” in the United States.

We began our first ever trip to Greece in the beauti-
ful town of Santorini. It was our favorite of the three
we visited and just its history alone is amazing.

The island is actually a remnant of a volcanic cal-
dera which is essentially a crater formed after a volca-
nic eruption. Our hotel, the Volcano View Hotel, was
a quaint, beautiful series of rooms seemingly built into
the side of a mountain overlooking the Aegean and the
center of the caldera.

Nearly all of the buildings along this semicircular
coast are painted white, so the views and the sunsets
are absolutely stunning to behold. We spent time shop-
ping and dining and visiting several beautiful churches
in the main city of Fira. Our favorite restaurant was
family-owned for more than 50 years.

The island is easy to get around with local buses, but
we walked much of the time. We hiked from Fira to
the most picturesque (but VERY busy!) town of Oia,
and the views on that seven-mile hike were equally
amazing. We had one of the best pizzas at a little local
restaurant in Oia (Skiza Pizza) and a very cold beer,
which was refreshing after the long hike.

Several small churches along the way allowed us to
stop and enjoy the views, as well as grab some shade
when needed. There are some famous landmarks
worth visiting and several tour companies that provide
all-day and half-day tours to make sure you see it all.
We were blessed with amazing weather and I highly
recommend a visit to the island if you can!

Opa!

After three full days in Santorini, we traveled by
high-speed ferry to Mykonos. The approximately two-
hour trip was comfortable. I was a tad disappointed
thinking that I would be able to sit outside on an open
and sunny deck and enjoy the views of the sea, but
when they say high-speed, they mean it and no one is
allowed to be on the deck during travel.

We checked into our stunning hotel the Mykonian

Sunset in Mykonos.

Kyma hotel. This was the nicest hotel we stayed in
with amazing concierge service, the most amazing
breakfast buffet each day, a spa and fabulous pool and
bar area. It was located about a mile from the capital
town and port of Chora.

Mykonos has long been known for its parties,
beaches and nightlife. The port city is sometimes
called Little Venice as it is similar in the confusing
layout of tiny pedestrian-only streets, crowded with
high-end boutiques, restaurants, bars, tourist shop-
ping and more. It is easy to get lost and turned around
in this area, but it was fun making new discoveries at
each turn.

The views along the water were stunning, and we
enjoyed a fabulous Italian meal twice at a wonderful
little spot called Pasta Fresca Barkia. There is much to
see and some fabulous landmarks to take in, such as
the Wind Mills and the Church of the Panagia Para-
portiani (one of the most photographed churches in
Greece and oldest structure on the island). We are told
the beaches are stunning, but being from Florida, we

GREECE continues on Page 37
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\S’e/ﬁnﬂ Ponte Vedra Beach - 32082 Florida's Best 7<epf Secret

Step inside 213 Sea Island Drive and come home to a
spacious and completely updated Sawgrass CC pool home
east of ATA with beach access. This spectacular. home sits on
alarge lot on a quiet street in gated community. This home
is convenient to the beach, golf course & Sawgrass Village for
shopping & dining. Sold for $2,100,000.

2375 Ponte Vedra Blvd - This oceanfront beauty could grace
the cover of Coastal Living magazine! Perfectly located
along the shores of the Atlantic Ocean this 4BR/3.5BA coastal
contemporary features two sweeping oceanfront porches,
private beach walkover and a 21'x 21'rooftop deck with
panoramic water and preserve views. Sold for $3,600,000

405 Ponte Vedra Blvd. - 100 ft'lot is situated on sought-after
oceanfront of Ponte Vedra Blvd. just 2 blocks south of the
Ponte Vedra Inn & Club and 2 blocks from The Lodge & Club.
Offering 4 BR’s, and 4 BA's, this charming seaside home is
perfectly laid out in over 2800sf & offers the best of Ponte
Vedra Beach living. Sold for $6,500,000

3253 0ld Barn Rd West ~ a home designed for entertaining.
Grand foyer, stunning dining room, living room that exposes
the Pete Dye designed golf course & waterfront views. 4094
sf, this 4BR/4BA coastal contemporary has an open floor plan,
large kitchen & great room, spacious living room, foyer & din-
ing room. Water to golf views of the 3rd hole of the Sawgrass
South Course. Offered for $2,349,000

' /3

A

188 Sea HammockVWay - Stunning oceanfront condo located

in the gated seaside community of Sea Hammock in Ponte
Vedra Beach. This 2 bedroom, 2 bath condo is completely
updated and furnished with designer finishes and details.
Sold for $1,404,000.

A superior location, The Colony at Ponte Vedra is 2 blocks to
the public beach and this 1,000 sq. ft. first-floor unit is in the
building closest to the beach. Unit 104 features an open floor
plan with 2 BR/2BA that is a great investment or home. The
living room opens to the kitchen and is flanked by built-in
shelving and French doors. Offered for $340,000.

] o 2
826 Ponte Vedra Blvd. -
deeded beach access on the Boulevard! Designed to capture
the ocean breezes with French doors in every room that open
to the ocean in the front & Guana preserve & Sawgrass Golf
course in the back. 4260sf, the kitchen, living areas & master
suite upstairs all open to verandas. Sold for $2,935,000.

962 Ponte Vedra Blvd. - Exquisite estate home located on a
waterfront lot that measures greater than a half-acre. This
6 bedroom, 5 full and one-half bath home offers stunning
sunset and nature views as well as private, deeded beach
access across the street. Sold for $2,400,000.

719 Spinnakers Reach - Spectacular 1st floor condo has the
only elevator in Spinnakers 1 from the garage to the first
floor! Completely renovated with stunning details & designer
finishes. Oceanfront views from every room. 2523sf, 3 BR, 3BA
with the upstairs master & ocean views! Spectacular Okitchen
overlooking the Atlantic Ocean. Sold for $2,500,000.

2021 President’s Circle

Janet Westling,
REALTOR?®, GRI, CIPS

904.813.1913 Cell
www.janetwestling.com

Janet.Westling@bhhsnfr.com

I Redesign
& Stoge My Flori HomeServices
L’Shngsl

BERKSHIRE
HATHAWAY

da Network Realty

EOLH. HIUEIMD
LENDER

©2022 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently operated subsidiary of HomeServices of America, Inc., a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate, and a franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are registered service marks of
Columbia Insurance Company, a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate. Equal Housing Opportunity. Information not verified or guaranteed. If your home is currently listed with a Broker, this is not intended as a solicitation.
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By Sue Molm

Washington, D.C., is known for many
things — the seat of power for the United
States, amazing museums and monu-
ments, and embassies representing nearly
every country in the world. But did you
know that Florida is the only state in
America to have an embassy in our na-
tion’s capital?

Florida House on Capitol Hill is proud
to connect, celebrate and champion
Florida to the world. As a 501¢3, non-
partisan, nonprofit organization, Florida
House is a beautiful Victorian town-
house on Capitol Hill, located just one
block from the U.S. Capitol and across
the street from the Supreme Court and Li-
brary of Congress. Governed by trustees
from across the state, Florida House is
owned by the people of Florida, not the
state, and does not accept any state tax
dollars. The organization operates every
year with the contributions of Floridians
and Floridians-at-heart.

When former Senator and Governor
Lawton Chiles and his wife, Rhea, were
visiting Washington, D.C., with their

Wl ol B S i

House.

A U.S. flag, a state flag and seals for each level of government are seen on the side of Florida

Artwork by Florida’s Highwaymen is featured at Florida House.

-lorida House is the only state embassy in Washington, D.C.

children in the late 1960s and were lost
on Embassy Row, the legend goes one of
the children said, “Let’s go to Florida’s
embassy and get directions.” Mrs. Chiles
said only foreign countries have embas-
sies, but an idea was born.

In the early 1970s, Mrs. Chiles saw
a townhouse that had been neglected,
almost needing demolition. Most of the
windows were boarded up and the second
floor had fallen. The house was built in
1891 by an architect of the Library of
Congress, Edwin Manning. There was a
“For Sale” sign in the window.

Mrs. Chiles’ said she could just see
Florida’s flag flying outside that house.
With $5,000 of her own money and
$120,000 raised from friends in Florida,
she purchased the property, then raised
the money to renovate the historic build-
ing.

In October 1973, Florida House opened
and has been in service to Floridians ever
since.

Every day at Florida House is differ-
ent ... a Chamber of Commerce from a
Florida city may bring members to D.C.
to meet with congressional representa-

Florida House is seen from across the street.

tives; a university alumni group may
gather; or there could be a cocktail party,
dinner, press conference, a student group,
educational seminar or even a wedding.

Florida House is a champion of educa-
tion and the arts. Each spring, summer
and fall, interns from Florida universi-
ties and colleges arrive at Florida House.
Not only do they give tours and work on
special projects, but host visiting school
groups, discussing the two branches of
government easily seen from the embassy
windows — the judiciary and the legisla-
tive branches.

No visit to Florida House is complete
without seeing the stunning artwork by
Florida’s Highwaymen, Beanie Backus,
Jackie Brice, Romero Britto and Jackson
Walker. Special exhibitions are hosted
each year.

The building itself features beautiful
stained-glass original to the house. And
the mirror on the main level was a gift
from Evalyn Walsh McLean to former
owners of the house, Sen. Rice Reynolds
and his fifth wife and her daughter, Eva-
lyn Washington McLean. Mrs. McLean
is best known as the last private owner of

the Hope Diamond.

Tours are conducted for visitors from
Florida, other states, and around the
world, offering respite from the heat or
cold with a glass of cold Florida orange
juice and a chance to relax before resum-
ing their exploration of our nation’s capi-
tal. Our signature green awning with the
words “Florida House on Capitol Hill” on
the side has people pause to come inside
and learn more. Florida House loves to
celebrate with these visitors and you will
see many pictures and events chronicled
on the embassy’s Facebook and Insta-
gram pages.

As a Floridian, you are a part of the
history of Florida House and as of today,
part of the future. Florida’s embassy
plans to be here for future generations of
Floridians, serving as the bridge between
Washington and Florida. On behalf of
the staff and trustees, including those in
the Jacksonville Chapter, you are invited
to join the 50th anniversary celebration
in October 2023. Plan a visit to Florida
House soon, as together, Floridians will
connect, celebrate and champion Florida
to the world.

FLORIDA - HOUSE

THIS HOUSE BELONGS TO AND IS:FOR THE USE OF
THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF FLORIDA. THROUGH

~THEIR GONTRIBUTIONS THE BUILDING WAS PURCHASED!

AND RENOVATED TO CREATE

FIRST STATE HOUSE

IN-THE NATION'S

FLORIDA HOUSE, THE
CAPITAL.

IT 45 DEDICATED TO ALL FLORIDIANS IN THE HOPE
THAT ' HERE ' THEY WILL ALWAYS FIND COMFORT AND

KINDNESS.

1973

IN GOD WE TRUST

A bronze sign stands outside Florida House.
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OCEANFRONT PROPERTY BRIGHT & OPEN IN PONTE VEDRA OCEANFRONT PARADISE : N .
Situated on the most sought-after part of BY THE SEA Move-in ready and steps from the beach 3253 OLD BARN RD. W
Ponte Vedra Boulevard, this rare opportunity Renovated for today’s lifestyle, this 2BR 2BA or your private community pool. With 4094sf of design this 4BR/4BA coastal
was.snatched up before |t. hit the active market. 1593 SF condo is just a stone’s throw from the Large bedroom to'make your stay contemporary is spacious, with a grand foyer
With 1 1.0 feet of expansive oceanfront views beach with all the little touches that make a comfortable whether it’s for the weekend and dining room and an open floor plan that
plus views of the famed Ponte Vedra Club house a home. This one is a must see! 11 Sea or full time. .Gr.eat investment with 30-day connects the large kitchen & great room to a
OceanSGf)C:ffCo:{;eéOO 000 Winds Ln. E, Ponte Vedra Beach. minimum lease term. spacious living room with views of the Pete Dye
olator >1B,oR0R0%. i Offered for $725,000. Offered for $825,000. designed golf course & waterfront
@ Call Elizabeth Hudgins g views. Offered for $2,349,000
: 204-553-2032 Call Cheryl Dolan X Call Devon Witt Call Janet Westling
or Sarah Alexander \J\ A
M 904-334-3104 305-509-1396 > (904)607-1281 904-813-1913

120 OLD PONTE VEDRA DR. '

112 OCEAN’S EDGE DR.
A private beach access with oceanfront pool,
club house and gym complement this mag-

nificent 4/3.5 pool home across the street to

Ocean’s Edge is a gated community with less than

50 homes, walking distance to Mickler’s Beach! QUALITY WITH A VIEW
3BR/2BA and an office are on the 1st floor with a
the beach. Beautifully decorated with many

693 PONTE VEDRA BOULEVARD

& Absolutely gorgeous end unit condo located
a short walk from The Lodge & Club. An ocean-
BEACH_CLUB INCLUDED ) front sunroom showcases sliding doors with
fully bonus room & full bath upstairs. An abundance of Water to Golf View on the 18" hole looking spectacular ocean views! Fully renovated in
upgrades. Well maintained, a true Ponte Vec'jra natural light streams through this home which is over the Beautiful Plantation Club House. 2019, this beauty features four bedrooms, three
resort home. Located on quiet cul d.e §ac with situated in a friendly neighborhood with A+ 4 Bedroom, 4 Bath, 3932 Sq Ft custom home full bathroooms and stunning open floor plan
only 13 other homes. This is a must , rated schools, Sawgrass shopping with 3 bay garage. MLS 1197152 with plenty of natural light
see. Offered for $1,750,000. center and more! Sold for $800,000. Offered for $1,400,000. throughout. Sold for $2,500,000.
Call Wally Sears Call Cyndi King Call Deb Pettry Call Julie Wiggins
904-610-9771 904-687-8000 (904) 716-4953 571-435-7421

< ™ A = P T N
= SR Sy = e - f B
TROPICAL PARADISE
EXQUISITE HOME IN ARTISAN LAKES 179 ROYAL PALM DR., PVB IN?/IA??SH LANDI:I’NSG WALK TO SAWGRASS VILLAGE
Designer touches everywhere: gourmet kitchen, Beautiful Pool home located Sbectacular SBRI4BA 4 768 SF home Private lot Live the beach life in this 3 BR 2 BA 1667 SF patio
quartz countertops, built-in KltghenAld in a secluded neighborhood wrthh ool and marsh:to'— olf views E.n'o coffee home located in L'Atrium. New flooring, interior
refrigerator, double ovens, Bosch dishwasher, inthe h £ Pal llev with p 9 WS, EIoY paint, and epoxy floor in 2 car garage, this home
Ik-i d wet bar. 4BR, 4 BA with in the heart of Palm Valley wit on 2nd floor balcony. Soaring ceilings
walk-in pantry, and wet bar. 4BR, 4 BA with 4086 ; ; . o A - is a short bike ride to the beach or easy walk to
feet. Backyard is maiestic with a Saltwat mature trees and landscaping. great spaces including exquisite primary suite
$q. feet. backyard Is majestic with a >altwater Closed for $915,000 & large chef’s kitchen overlooking great room shopping, dining, and community pool
Heated Pool, built-in BBQ Hestan grill, spacious osed for 3915,000. 9 e e o and tennis courts. 2453 Lorraine Ct. S.,
screen enclosure and pergola. ) . 9 . . P . Ponte Vedra Beach.
< Offered at $1,195,000. Call Rosemary Kristoff oversized en-suite on 2nd Floor. I "k
S el trored f Offered for $545,000.
"\ = Call Diane Farmer (904) 333-4841 . Qrfered for o1,975.000.
A or Lew Walters Call Tina Webster Call Cheryl Dolan
~ 904-445-8295 (904) 806-3047 904-982-7330 305-509-1396

©2022 BHH AFFILIATES, LLC. AN INDEPENDENTLY OPERATED SUBSIDIARY OF HOMESERVICES OF AMERICA, INC., A BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY AFFILIATE, AND A FRANCHISEE OF BHH AFFILIATES, LLC. BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOMESERVICES AND THE BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOMESERVICES SYMBOL ARE
REGISTERED SERVICE MARKS OF COLUMBIA INSURANCE COMPANY, A BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY AFFILIATE. EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY. INFORMATION NOT VERIFIED OR GUARANTEED. IF YOUR HOME IS CURRENTLY LISTED WITH A BROKER, THIS IS NOT INTENDED AS A SOLICITATION
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The Lisa Barton Team s proud to be of service to the wonderful
residents of Ponte Vedra Beach and greater Jacksonville as well
n as those relocating to our beautiful area.

Over the last five years, we’ve been ranked in the 3
top 10 real estate teams in Northeast Florida, according to the
Jacksonville Business Journal. © OCEAN CAY

@L%WT

PONTE VEDRA BEACH

(904) 465-9139
13000 Sawgrass Village Circle, Building 1, Suite 3
Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082

PALENCIA

RIVERBROOK

TWIN CREEKS NORTH VALENCIA VISTA COVE WiNDSOR PARKE
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By Wally Sears

When you need beach access this is it.

Oftentimes, when you live on the west side of Ponte
Vedra Boulevard/State Road A1A, you require beach
access.

Beach access can be “down the road” or a big public
parking lot like Mickler’s or a drive to Jax Beach
or South Ponte Vedra. So, when the beach access is
directly across the street and your community is gated,
private and comes with a pool and club house with an
oceanfront gym, now you have something special.

120 Old Ponte Vedra Drive, located in the small
“pocket” neighborhood of Marshside, is such a home.
Marshside has only 13 homes. Quite well-kept homes
line the small cul-de-sac. The private beach access is
directly across the street. You can walk to the beach or

120 Old Ponte Vedra Drive is located in the small “pocket” neighborhood of Marshside.

Beach access and so much more

'
\
!
.

drive across the street with all your beach gear to park.
You can enjoy the pool beachside or walk back to the
house and enjoy your own pool.

So, you really have the best of both worlds. The
community also has two hard tennis courts that really
complete the picture of a great little resort-style enclave.

The home built in 1999 is very well maintained with
four bedrooms, three-and-a-half baths, 3,168 square
feet of space. The updated kitchen opens up to a large
family and dining room. Hardwood floors give the home
a warm rich feel. The private living room is the perfect
place to escape behind glass French doors to read or
watch a movie.

A great place to enjoy your morning coffee is on the
screened porch looking out to the pool in the back yard.
Upstairs, you will find the owners’ suite with a nice

Contributed photos

The kitchen of 120 Old Ponte Vedra Drive.

office/studio connected to it, as well as an owners’ bath
complete with steam shower and garden tub.

The other three bedrooms and baths are down the hall.
This charming home really gives the owner a unique
beach lifestyle with resort amenities.
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CALL (904) 690-2400

‘ WWW.RIGHTWAYPEST.COM

@RIGHTWAYPEST ﬁ @RIGHTWAYLAWNPEST
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Contributed photos

The interior of 804 Marina San Pablo.

An aerial view of the condominium property.

Living life where natural wonders never cease to amaze

By Cici Anderson

Your waterfront paradise where your
playground awaits ... Marina San Pablo
and Aphora at Marina San Pablo.

This is maintenance-free living whether
you select a two-story coach home
or a high-rise condominium. With a
highly desired location along the banks
of Northern Florida’s lush Intracoastal
landscape; a natural wonder is waiting to
be discovered.

Marina San Pablo is more than an
elegant high-rise condominium with 56
residences and 25 coach homes. This is
the lock-and-leave lifestyle that everyone
dreams of — from the gated entrance, the

exquisitely landscaped grounds and the
private marina to the luxurious open floor
plans with designer finishes.

And the views cannot be surpassed
with panoramic views of the marina and
Intracoastal Waterway.

At every turn, Marina San Pablo is a
destination, where natural wonders never
cease to amaze. There’s even a community
fishing pier where the fish are jumping
as the dolphins and manatees pass by.
The Yacht Club houses the fitness center,
a beautiful gathering room, a catering
kitchen with sitting area, bar and TV.
And outside is the sparkling pool, hot
tub, grilling area, marina and walking
promenade.

When it comes to
your REALTOR’,
Reputation Matters

AS AGENTS SPECIALIZING IN WATERFRONT PROPERTIES AND GOLF COURSE
COMMUNITIES, WE ARE PROUD TO BE TRUSTED BY OUR CLIENTS TO
DELIVER THE UTMOST IN SERVICE AND EXPERTISE.

Top 1.49” S8OOM
OF REALTORS IN CAREER SALES
NATIONWIDE

. h" i,/I /
A S \
Michelle Floyd

904.343.5067
MFLOYD@ONESOTHEBYSREALTY.COM

ONE | Sotheby’s

INTERNATIONAL REALTY

GROUP

Ranked #5

TOP SMALL REAL ESTATE TEAM
BY JACKSONVILLE BUSINESS JOURNAL

Jack Floyd

904.343.5196
JFLOYD@ONESOTHEBYSREALTY.COM

Optional 50-foot boat slips are right in
your backyard for all your water sports:
boating, jet skiing, kayaking or paddle
boarding — this is the easy lifestyle you $1,175,000.
have been dreaming about and searching There is also a second-floor
for. condominium with marina views: No. 203,

Marina San Pablo is located off of San a 2,420 square foot, three bedroom, three-
Pablo Road just south of J. Turner Butler and-a-half bath with office for $999,000;
Boulevard. It is only a short drive to the and a recently renovated eighth floor, three
many beautiful beaches in Ponte Vedra bedroom, three-and-a-half bath with office
Beach and Jacksonville Beach, close to and panoramic ICW views for $1,195,000.
St. John’s Town Center and the world- All of these residences also include
renowned TPC at Sawgrass Stadium a social membership to Marsh Landing
Course, and next door to the prestigious Country Club if so desired. (It is a
Mayo Clinic and Hospital. short drive away.) These properties are

What’s being offered: An incredible represented by MLCC Realty and listed by
two-story coach home with tranquil Cici Anderson & Jenna Fisher.

marina views and a boat slip right in your
back yard. This 2,363 square foot, three-
bedroom two-and-a-half bath is offered for

ONE ‘ Sotheby’s

INTERNATIONAL REALTY

Featured Listings

EXCLUSIVELY LISTED BY THE FLOYD GROUP

111 Annapolis Lane,

Ponte Vedra Beach, FL

5BEDS | 4/1 BATHS
OFFERED AT $3,300,000

101 Bristol Place, Ponte
Vedra Beach, FL.

5BEDS | 7/1 BATHS
OFFERED AT $3,450,000

Citadel Island

5 ACRE PRIVATE ISLAND
MINUTES TO OCEAN

OFFERED AT $1,000,000
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Gov. Ron DeSantis inaugurated

On Jan. 3, Gov. Ron DeSantis took the
oath of office on the Capitol steps in Tal-
lahassee before a receptive audience of
friends, family and supporters.

DeSantis cruised to re-election with al-
most 20 points, winning his second term
while raising $217 million in campaign
contributions.

Mammas for DeSantis, launched by

campaign, organized more than 1.1 mil-
lion women in support of Gov. DeSantis’
parental rights agenda.

A luncheon was held for the Mammas
for DeSantis on Jan. 3 after the inaugura-
tion at the Governor’s Mansion where
the governor toasted First Lady Casey
DeSantis and the women who attended

the celebration.
Contributed photos

First Lady Casey DeSantis during the

i

Former Florida Gov. Jeb Bush

Lt. Gov. Jeannette Nunez's mother and sister.

John Browing and Sheila Holloway at the Mansion reception.

Sue Molm, Janet Westling and Martha Gleason

===

Gov. DeSantis toasting Casey DeSantis at the reception at the
Govenors mansion.
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FLORIDA LIVNG ATIT'S FINEST!

HIGHLY DESIRABLE home in Ponte Vedra By
The Sea. This 4BR 2.5BA home is situated on a
quiet cul-de-sac with a short walk or ride to the
beach. Private walkover to Ponte Vedra Blvd.,

next to the Lodge & Club and The Cabana Beach

Club. Great location and St. Johns
Schools! Offered for $1,099,000.

Call Derek Prince
(904) 563-5050

SIENA AT TOWN CENTER
NOCATEE

Mediterranean inspired 3 bedrooms and 2 baths.
Open kitchen, dining and family room
overlooking courtyard.
Multi-purpose room, laundry/mud room.
2,079 SF. MLS#1206295.

Offered for $645,000.

Julie Little Brewer
(904) 545-6911

b\

BRAND NEW OCEANFRONT |

IN JAX BEACH. Brand new oceanfront
construction in South Jax Beach, the upscale
residences of Ocean 10 will be ready this Spring!
5 Luxury townhomes, elegantly designed with
coastal modern finishes and premium structural
elements. Starting at $2,950,000.

Call Katie Hughes Johnson
(904) 237-6083
& Mike McAfee
(904) 626-2888

TO BE BUILT by Barnett Custom Homes in Old
Ponte Vedra and East of A1A with completion
Summer 2023. A short bike ride or walk to the

white sand beaches of the Atlantic Ocean and the

5 Star Ponte Vedra Inn & Club. 3,247 SF, 4 Beds,

4.5 Baths. Offered at $2,195,000.

Call Katie Hughes
Johnson
(904) 237-6083

282 FOREST SPRING bR.

Look no further, this 2 bedroom, 2 bathroom
home is perfect for enjoyment & entertaining!
Located in Riverwood by Del Webb, this home
features many quality upgrades (over $55,000 to
be exact!) Come live your best life!

533 RUTILE DRIVE
Amazing estate with endless possibilities.
Perfect for a large family, multi-generational
living, aging parents, Au pair and/or home
healthcare suite or even a home office.
Located in the heart of Old Ponte Vedra Beach

and just one block from the ocean!
Offered for $4,197,000.

Call Jennifer White
(904) 446-0495

INTRACOASTAL WATERFRONT

EXQUISITE estate home situated on almost 3/4
acres on desirable Roscoe Blvd. Custom built in
2016 with concrete block 1st level, impact glass
windows & doors, aluminum roof. Over 5,000 sf,

Offered for $485.000. 5 bedrooms, 5.5 bath“’oé’l‘s’ Officed& }afgzt;"nus 13th green. Updated 15 seer
room. egafrf“ 00,000 AC. SBR/4BA. 4,312 SF. MLS
. . emeré‘mllilfi’( t,ereHa‘ $ h 200 #1191003. Offered for $1,495,000
Call Jennifer White a ng'::solrltg es Julie Little Brewer
(904) 446-0495 (904) 237-6083 (904) 545-6911

GLEN KERNAN GOLF & CC
Beautiful home on a .54 acre lot. Kitchen with
prep island. Renovated 1st fl owner’s suite &
bath. Game room / balcony & adjacent multi-
purpose room. Drop zone, storage & hallway
workstation. New paver patio overlooking the

886 PONTE VEDRA BLVD.
Welcome home to easterly ocean breezes &
pefection! This custom-built home features

5 bedrooms, 4 full baths, a 5-car garage, indoor/
outdoor living spaces, designer finishes with

warm & inviting porches will take your breath
away! Radiates warmth, charm and class!

- 4.1»[ 4
PALENCIA POOL HOME

PRIVACY ABOUNDS on this quiet cul-de-sac
home with preserve views. Incredible outdoor
oasis with newer pool installed in 2017. Palencia’s
world-class amenities are all within walking dis-
tance including Har-Tru tennis courts, pickleball,

27 LITTLE BAY HARBOR
What a view! 27 Little Bay Harbor has a rare
combination of water, golf and privacy! These 3
bedroom, 3 bath, one story end units don’t come
online often, especially with this view. Condo is
updated with wood-look tile floors in main areas
and new designer carpet in bedrooms.

Call Jennifer White Call Kelley Cressman Call Jennifer White Call Ij((a’f‘i:sl-(l)l'l‘ghes
(904) 446-0495 (904) 553-8405 (904) 446-0495 (904) 237-6083

MARSH VIEW 1 ACRE LOT
READY TO BUILD, 1+ acre of land in Marsh
Point, a 27 lot gated neighborhood in desirable

St. Augustine and conveniently located off USI in

between Jacksonville and St. Augustine. Nestled
under a canopy of oak trees along 100 ft of marsh
views - perfect for your dream

Each office independently owned and operated.
RE/MAX, LLC is an Equal Opportunity Employer and supports the Fair Housing Act and equal opportunity housing.
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Contributed photos

The home at 191 N. Roscoe Blvd. is elegant and romantic in the evening.

The oversized four-car garage was designed to accommodate full size SUVs and large trucks.

Custom-designed home is the picture of elegance

By Katie Hughes Johnson

The exquisite estate home at 191 N. Roscoe Blvd.
along the Intracoastal Waterway is situated on almost 3/4
acres in prestigious Ponte Vedra Beach.

The custom-designed home was built in 2016 and fin-
ished with elegant coastal selections. Enter the property
through the iron gates and onto the inviting front porch
that is designed for relaxation with a large hanging swing
and gas lanterns.

At more than 5,000 square feet, with five bedrooms,
five-and-a-half bathrooms, an office and large bonus
room, the home is designed for entertaining guests while
comfortably accommodating family.

Step inside to reclaimed heart pine floors and be greet-
ed by elegant lighting and barrel foyer ceiling draped

. pui Patlo Furmture

Immedlate Delivery » Wholesale Prices

Fam|Iy Owned & Operated

in silk wallpaper. The adjacent dining room boasts
hand-painted Gracie wallpaper and the calming office
features grass cloth paper walls. The custom-designed
kitchen and bathrooms all feature marble countertops.
Most walls in the home are appointed with woodwork,
including shiplap, board and batten, and cypress ceilings
in several locations.

The oversized four-car garage was designed to accom-
modate full size SUVs and large trucks.

The property was developed with substantial infra-
structure in mind and features an active French drain
system, a deep well for irrigation and whole home gen-
erator and is tied into the city sewer.

Solid construction details include cell-poured concrete
block on the first level, 2-by-6 framing on the second

The custom-designed kitchen features marble countertops.

. chker ’
A'um"",m
Cast up 19

40% off
K s"!l!l- retau

floor, commercial grade footers, impact glass windows/
doors/sliders and garage doors. It has an aluminum roof.

In addition, the home was built almost 40 inches above
grade.

The custom backyard was recently completed by the
Pratt Guys with an infinity pool and spa, Inlaid Turf
grass, Zoysia grass backyard, new landscaped plant-
ers, a marine-grade concrete seawall and dock with a
13,000-pound boat lift and a platform lift.

The cabana with summer kitchen is equipped with
a Twin Eagles grill, True Keg, fridge, ice maker, gas
lanterns and commercial-grade speakers. This backyard
Oasis is magazine worthy and is sure to impress.

The property is being offered by Katie Hughes John-
son at RE/MAX Specialists PV for $6,900,000.

The home’s exquisite back yard.

650 Blanding 11323 Beach
Orange Park Jacksonville

904-579-3455 904-641-8308

.......................................................

Mon-Sat 9-5 « Closed Sundays

JETTTITTIIN, .. E:: ;1E
Llfetlme :
Serwcel .3

Money Back Guarantee
If you can find a better value in patio furniture or for
any other reason wish to return your furniture, you
may do so within 30 days for a full refund.
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Private oasis in a country club setting

Contributed photos

By Janet Westling

Step inside 3253 Old Barn Road West
and experience a unique custom-designed
home that is perfect for entertaining
family and friends.

The grand foyer welcomes you to a
stunning and sophisticated dining room,
revealing a living room that exposes
one of Ponte Vedra’s best kept treasures,
the Pete Dye-designed golf course and
waterfront views.

This home is simply gorgeous! With
4,094 square feet of design, this four-
bedroom, four-bath coastal contemporary
is light and spacious, with an open floor
plan that connects the large kitchen and
great room to a spacious living room,
foyer and dining room.

Spectacular water-to-golf views of the
third hole of the Sawgrass South Course
await you from your private oasis in a
country club setting.

This exceptional Arthur Rutenberg-
designed home has warm wood floors,
high ceilings, stunning views and light-
filled rooms. The fabulous chef’s kitchen
has stainless steel appliances, granite
counters and a large prep island and a
spacious breakfast room overlooking the
screened-in patio and lanai.

The first-floor owner’s suite features a
beautifully designed spa bathroom with

Road West, as seen from the front.

custom cabinetry and a soaking tub. The
grand great room with floor-to-ceiling
picture windows includes state-of-the-
art cabinetry and walls of French doors
that overlook the lake, golf course and
covered lanai.

There is an entrance to the lanai from
the master suite that overlooks terraced
private lawn with sweeping vistas. A
special feature is a private nanny suite
with separate entrance and privacy.

The peaceful backyard setting connects
one of the largest lots in Sawgrass with
the most spectacular sunsets, sounds of
the ocean and soothing ocean breezes.
Sawgrass Country Club and Beach Club,
an internationally recognized resort
community, continually strives to update
and improve the Sawgrass experience.
The 27-hole golf course was the first
home of the TPC. In 2010, the tennis

“Professional Quality
at the Best Price”

Call Today For A Free Reroof or Repair Estimate!

904-223-6068

oInsurance Claims sRoof Maintenance «Chimney Cap Replacement
*Roofing oPainting oLeak Detection Specialist
sRoof Repairs +Chimney Repairs +FREE Reroof/Repair estimate

74 6th Street South, Suite 104 « Jacksonville Beach

904.223.6068

KandDRoofing.com

CCC1325852 | CBC1258249

SUPER SERVICE

CHECK OUT OUR
REVIEWS
ON GOOGLE!

The home is situated near the water.

complex was completely renovated

to accommodate the Women'’s Tennis
Invitational. The new golf clubhouse
was built in 2021. With fine dining in the
golf club, beach club and outdoor dining
by the sea, Sawgrass offers its members
and guests a wonderful variety of superb
dining.

The unique neighborhood of Old Barn
Island is a short distance to the beach
club by bicycle, golf cart or a leisurely
walk. The land was developed in the late
1980s by Arvida Corp. Old Barn Island
homes were privately built with custom
designs that offer a rare opportunity to
purchase distinctive designs that will
never date a community. No two homes
are alike! The neighborhood of Old Barn
Island is experiencing a transformation as
the new owners are renovating kitchens
and bathrooms and landscaping to reflect

The home has water-to-golf views.

current trends in design.

Sawgrass Country Club, a private
member owned club, is uniquely situated
in an oceanfront gated community in the
heart of Ponte Vedra Beach. Walk to the
beach, watch waves roll in across the
shore and enjoy the beauty and mystique
of the charming seaside neighborhood of
Old Barn Island in Sawgrass.

Ponte Vedra beach, a community on
the Atlantic Ocean, is convenient to
Jacksonville, Florida, close to the Mayo
Clinic hospital and the University of
North Florida. Just minutes to the beach,
golf, tennis and fitness center, experience
Old Barn Island and enjoy vacation living
year-round.

Represented by Berkshire Hathaway
HomeServices, listed by Janet Westling
and offered for $2,349,000.

W” \M)\/” Q}owﬂ"}w\?ﬁ {jﬂ‘éwﬂ g%d

Interior Lighting ® Exterior Lighting ® Ceiling Fans
LED Bulbs ® Lamps ® Mirrors ® Framed Art ® Lamp Repairs

)

FI Rsr'!'col.,\sr
LIGHTING
—_—AND FANS —m—

(904) 379-8828 | www.firstcoastlighting.com

10130 Phillips Hwy, Jacksonville, FL. 32256
Visit ur showroom Mon - Fri10AM-6PM, Sat 10AM-5PM, Closed Sunday

OVER 80 BRANDS AND THOUSANDS OF STYLES TO CHOOSE FROM!
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The arrow indicates the location of the home, showing its
proximity to the beach.

Contributed photos
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The elegant family room offers a gas fireplace for chilly
winter evenings.

The house at 249 Gull Circle.

Home offers great sunset views

By Marsha Keller

Now is your chance to live the beach life in this Tides
Edge home, just steps from the beach.

The neighborhood of Tides Edge is ideally located
between the Atlantic Ocean and the Tolomato River, just
north of St. Augustine. The home is nestled on a large
corner lot with three covered porches, one on each floor,
where you can enjoy the ocean breezes while watching
boats cruise down the river.

The owners custom-built this home with the views in
mind. They wanted to wake to the beautiful sunrise, so
the windows were ideally placed to see the sun break the
horizon. This is the perfect place for a primary residence
or vacation home.

Upstairs, you'll find the private owner's retreat, which

™Y Lisa C.

HomeServices

904-993-7766

Client Testimonial

We had the best experience working
with Sharon and would highly
recommend her! After working with
Sharon over a period of abouta month,
both in person and remotely, she
provided great insight and advice

into the Jacksonville communities.

She spent the time to understand out
wants and needs and directed us to

a neighborhood we previously knew
nothing about and ultimately ended
up purchasing a home there. Sharon
goes above and beyond from a service
perspective for her “out of town”
clients. She was so helpful setting up
zoom calls, video property tours and
video walk throughs - she made the
whole process a pleasure!

BERKSHIRE
HATHAWAY

Florida Network

Sharon Dennis
Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices
Florida Network Realty
Sharon.dennis@floridanetworkrealty.com
www.sharondennisrealtor.com

provides a large sitting area, west-facing balcony and

an elegant bathroom with a jetted tub. The fabulous
walk-in closet has a convenient laundry location with
custom built-in drawers and shelving for lots of storage.
The owners have cherished many evenings watching the
amazing sunsets from the privacy of the owner's retreat
deck.

The second floor features a beautiful kitchen with
granite counters and a large pantry. The SubZero re-
frigerator and five-burner gas cooktop are ideal for the
home chef. You can enjoy your coffee at the breakfast
bar and have lovely dinners in the stylish dining room.
The elegant family room offers a gas fireplace for chilly
winter evenings.

This home is perfect for entertaining guests who will
love dining on the second-floor balcony while watching

Realty

12289 Arbor Dr.

Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082

the sunset behind the gnarled oaks. The beautiful tropical
foliage complements the home while providing privacy.

The unique floor plan offers two oversized guest
bedrooms with a Jack-n-Jill bath on the first floor. The
ground-floor screened lanai is perfect for relaxing after a
day at the beach or catching up on the latest novel.

This home’s superior construction includes a concrete
block first floor, a metal roof, hurricane-rated Anderson
doors and windows. There's plenty of room for a work-
shop, storage and all your beach toys in the spacious
garage. Residents of Tides Edge enjoy private access to
miles of sandy beach. This is the beach home you have
been waiting for.

Listed by: The Lisa Barton Team, Keller Williams
Realty Atlantic Partners

Listing Price: $899,000

120 Dornoch Ct.
Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082

1415 1st St N #602,
Jacksonville Beach, FL 32250
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The home at 89 Dewees Ave., Atlantic Beach, has a unique design that preserves its integrity.

Contributed photos

The features have a Modern vibe.

Atlantic Beach home has ingenious design

By Jennifer Sexton

Far from being “cookie-cutter,” this William Morgan
home is one of his most modest — yet most ingenious
—designs.

Located 200 steps from the ocean in Atlantic Beach,
the home at 89 Dewees Ave. was built in 1961 and
owned by the original residents until 2020. When the
new owner purchased this home in 2020, it underwent an
extensive renovation. It was important to keep the integ-
rity of the home but modernize it to be more functional
and updated.

Now, it’s a three-bedroom, three-and-a-half bath home
boasting 2,100 square feet and overlooking an outdoor
oasis with a heated pool and spa. The home is two-

story stacked concrete masonry. There are wood beams,
tongue-and-groove ceilings, the original wood-burning
fireplace and clerestory windows set into the structural
depth of the beams to let in massive amounts of sunlight.

The front part of the home has a one-bedroom apart-
ment ideal for an in-law, or friends when they come to
visit. It can be closed off or added to the main house.

All of the features keep the mid-century Modern vibe
in mind, boasting a two-story great room, a downstairs
suite, along with an upstairs suite and loft. Features
include a two-story great room, terrazzo floors, soaring
ceilings, Sub-Zero and Wolf appliances with a beautiful
kitchen and elegant white baths.

This unique property is worth the look. It is the perfect

We Build On Your Lot

You've found the perfect location. Let's bring your unique vision to life with
a new custom home that perfectly suits your lifestyle and your lot.

AR

HOMES

© 2022 All rights reserved. Marcus Allen Home:

MOBrien@ARHomes.com

CONTACT MICHAEL O'BRIEN TO GET STARTED

- (M) 407-340-3395 - (0) 904-880-5500 . 1

nc., LICHCGC04756], is an independently owned and operated franchise. '"@M'
b

e ] as =
A view of the pool in the backyard.

second home, dual living or primary residence. You will
fall in love with the serenity, and the waves of Atlantic
Beach are beckoning your name.

%A ¥ 47 QUADRILLE WAY
PONTE VEDRA BEACH, FL 32082
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This home on Le Master Drive is in Old Ponte Vedra Beach.

Life is great on

By Tina Webster

Living in Ponte Vedra Beach is truly
fantastic, but living in “Old Ponte Vedra
Beach” close to pristine beaches and the
fantastic oceanfront clubs is something
that dreams are made of.

As you drive down the wonderful street
of Le Master Drive you feel the ocean
calling. Once you pull into the circular
drive with plenty of parking for guests
and see this exquisite beach house, you
know you are at home. Walk through the
front door and, wow, those lagoon views
are a showstopper in the back yard. Not
to mention the gorgeous pool overlook-

ing the amazing views. Don’t forget your
canoe or kayak, because there is a newly
refurbished dock also in this back yard.
This home has been completely reno-
vated and is an entertainer’s delight with
high ceilings and an open floor plan with
the main spaces all taking advantage of
views of the gorgeous backyard. Enjoy
your morning coffee on your covered
patio as you watch the sunrise over the
lagoon. The large, open kitchen layout
includes a lovely dining area. The open
family room also takes advantage of the
views. The magnificent owner’s suite
and three additional bedrooms make this

Contributed photos

The home is completely renovated.

home the perfect family home or ideal for
empty nesters.

If you ever want to leave this wonder-
ful setting, grab your bike and ride to the
beach or to one of the surrounding clubs

to play tennis or a round of golf. Ponte
Vedra Beach is also home to THE PLAY-
ERS Championship, which is only a few
miles away. Enjoy the many great dining
spots and shopping that Ponte Vedra has
to offer. For all you boaters out there, the
Intercoastal Waterway is just minutes
away and the St. Johns River close by in
Jacksonville.

If you are looking for a renovated
home in Old Ponte Vedra with a pool and
magnificent views, please call me today.

Represented by Berkshire Hathaway,
listed by Tina Webster for $3,785,000.

Together Strong Community Fund: Join us to combat bias against all

By Zahni Thuzar,
Marketing Manager

In response to the recent upsurge in
hate speech, the Jewish Federation &
Foundation of Northeast Florida is hon-
ored to announce that David Miller, on
behalf of the Miller families, has estab-
lished the Together Strong Community
Fund with $1 million to address antisemi-
tism and to help bring the community
together.

The new fund will ignite a commu-
nity-wide endeavor to use education,
conversation and interaction to combat
the root causes of bias. The contribution
will also provide a matching challenge
to the community so others may join as
stakeholders in this effort. The Together
Strong Community Fund is in addition
to the Miller families’ recent $1 million
gift to the Jewish Community Alliance’s
(JCA) upcoming capital campaign, which
will allow the JCA to enhance their work
and reach.

“My family is fiercely devoted to the
greater Jacksonville community, and we
see this as an opportunity to show each

other and the world
that Jacksonville

is better than the
rogue comments
of a misguided
few,” said Miller,
Brightway Insur-
ance co-founder.
“The time is now
to forge alliances
and promote edu-
cation so everyone in our community can
reach their personal potential in a just and
equitable society that we are proud to call
our home.”

The fund will also augment short-term
local security initiatives that are already
underway in the Jewish community. This
generous gift will also support the ongo-
ing work of local organizations, as well
as new projects and programs of impact
— specifically, completing the funding
needed for the Community Security Ini-
tiative (CSI), supporting the creation of
the Jewish Community Relations Council
(JCRC), and contributing to the work of
OnelJax.

The collaboration will engage the

David Miller

TOGETHER STRONG COMMUNITY FUND

M

broader community of business leaders,
local nonprofits and government of-
ficials to support this community-wide
initiative. Miller feels strongly that these
collaborations will cultivate a culture of
inclusiveness.

The Together Strong Community
Fund will be under the management of
the Jewish Foundation and is the largest
charitable gift in the Jewish Federation &
Foundation’s history.

“We are exceptionally grateful to
David and the Miller families for this
powerful commitment to the protection of
the Jewish community, and we are deeply

MILLER
FAMILIES

moved by their desire to bring their mes-
sage of hope and opportunity to the wider
community so that we may all benefit
from greater tolerance and understand-
ing,” said Mariam Feist, CEO, Jewish
Federation & Foundation of Northeast
Florida.

If you would like more information
on how to participate in the $1 mil-
lion match, contact Feist at mariamf@
jewishjacksonville.org, or 904-224-1410,
or Kellie Smith, foundation director, at
kelliek@jewishjacksonville.org, or 904-
512-3796.
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Rates

Continued from 12

When this begins happening there
will be a positive impact on the local
housing market for two reasons. The
first because sellers who have been
sitting on the sidelines to sell will list
their properties, and secondly because
buyers will feel confident they are
getting a better rate than 2022 and early
2023.

More buyers will be able to qualify
because lower interest rates result in
lower monthly principal and interest
mortgages payments. As sellers finally
sell their current homes, it will create a
new set of buyers looking to buy their
next home.

Second-home and investment-
property interest rates, which are
normally higher than primary-residence
rates, will become more appealing
to people looking to have a Florida
dream second home in addition to
their primary residence. Investors will
be able to capitalize on their more
affordable investment carrying costs.
Declining interest rates will have a
positive impact, and it can’t happen
soon enough for the local housing
market industry — which, by the way,
is such an important U.S. industry to
our economy that the Federal Reserve
are involved to begin with.

One indication of declining rates is
the Consumer Price Index (CPI) falling
into negative territory last December
for the first time in 2022. This was
an encouraging development because
inflation is closely related to CPI.
Conventional wisdom is if inflation
shows signs of decreasing, the Fed will
begin lowering the funds rate. The next
CPI data released is Feb. 14. Before
this, the Federal Board of Governors
will meet Jan. 31-Feb. 1. I do not expect
the Fed to increase the funds rate more
than 0.25% or 0.5% in February based
on their apparent successful taming of
CPI in December.

Also, worth noting when one
considers how much more the Fed will
raise rates is the increased political
scrutiny of the Federal Reserve by both
Democrats and Republicans.

Neither party wants to see its
constituents’ households suffer any
more than absolutely necessary to
control inflation. If it appears the Fed
is overreaching you can expect to see
heated responses from the House,
Senate and President Biden.

The following quote from UBS sheds
light on the political tightrope Jerome
Powell walks:

“The Federal Reserve is also under
scrutiny from both sides of the aisle.
Senator Warren released a statement
critical of the Fed's rate hikes on
December 19, saying, ‘Fed Chair

Powell’s extreme interest rate hikes risk
pushing our economy into a recession
that costs millions of Americans their
jobs. The Fed needs to remember it
has a dual mandate: fight inflation
and protect jobs." Republican Senator
Toomey and Democratic Senator
Warren joined forces to introduce
legislation this month that would
subject the regional Federal Reserve
banks to more oversight**.”

Chairman Powell and the Board of
Governors will find it increasingly
challenging to pursue hawkish interest
rate increases if job growth continues
to decline due to the U.S. economy
contracting.

Economists at UBS predict a total
of 0.5% increase to the Federal Funds
rate by mid-2023, and for reductions to
begin as early as third quarter of 2023
as the labor market continues to decline
with rising unemployment ***.

In conclusion, if the labor market
weakens, and CPI date continues to
decline, we will see mortgage interest
rates begin improving later this year.

The Fed probably has another 0.5%
increase to go before reaching 5%. It
might happen in two 0.25% increases or
one 0.5% increase. Then we can expect
to see a steady decline back to the
normal 2.5% from 2018. Creating the
potential for refinances as people were
forced to take a higher rate in 2022 and
2023 rush to the relief of lower rates

and resulting mortgage payments.

In my opinion, as this happens the
real estate market in Ponte Vedra Beach
and greater St. Johns County will heat
up again as pent up demand for people
to sell their homes is released, and
buyers are encouraged by improving
interest rates.

Our county is a very desirable
destination for retirees and remote
employees looking for the enviable
Ponte Vedra public school system and
beautiful beaches and weather.

The housing market will improve
after residential mortgage interest rates
stabilize in conjunction with the Federal
Funds rate. Until then as real estate
professionals, we continue encouraging
clients that it’s not a bad time to buy
because of the ability to negotiate with
sellers, stabilized sales prices compared
to the previous two years, and increased
inventory. For those who want to wait
until the market improves because of
lower rates I believe they won’t have
to wait much longer. Either way, this is
still an amazing place to own a home.

David Johnson is a Mortgage Banker
with Ameris Bank, NMLS #1446956.

*NEFAR Multiple Listing Services

**UBS Global Research and
Evidence Lab, 29 December 2022

***UBS Global Research and
Evidence Lab 29, December 2022
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Jennifer Sexton
cell 904.463.3326

&

Wes Mock

cell 904-327-7030
wes.mock@compass.com

\ “Y"Q
S23"%, Your dream
F ’ ~ home is our
B < mission.

jennifer.sexton@compass.com

393 4th Street Atlantic Beach
5 Bed / 6 Bath / 4876 sq ft / $4,250,000

Compass is a licensed real estate broker and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only. Information is compiled
m from sources deemed reliable but is subject to errors, omissions, changes in price. condition. sale, or withdrawal without notice. This is not intended to solicit property already listed. Photos
may be virtually staged or digitally enhanced and may not reflect actual property conditions.

Brand new pool home
in the heart of Atlantic Beach.

The open floor plan provides ample space for
entertaining, great flow to the covered lanai,
outdoor kitchen & living area overlooking the pool
and private backyard. First floor primary bedroom
features vaulted ceilings, huge his/her closets, and a spa
like bathroom for a truly palatial feel. Four additional
bedrooms (all en-suite), loft area, laundry, and a large
bonus room complement the space.

COMPASS

49 S Roscoe Blvd Ponte Vedra Beach
5 Bed / 5.5 Bath / 5741 sq ft / $6,995,000

Live waterfront in Ponte Vedra Beach
on the Intracoastal Waterway.

This new construction pool home on
Roscoe Boulevard features a five bedroom
and five-and-a-half-bathroom open floorplan
with almost 6,000sqft conditioned and
almost 8,000 sqft under roof to enjoy this home
inside and out. Home is currently under
construction with an expected completion
in the summer of 2023.

Call today for more details!
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Atlantic Beach design

Starr Sanford

By Christi Bowler Elflein

Borrowed from the past, steeped in
tradition, but clearly from the present, the
Florida vernacular is evolving, and Ponte
Vedra is center stage. The new homes
along our coastline depict a coastal
modern vernacular with a decidedly old
Florida style.

Local architect Julia Starr Sanford with
Starr Sanford Design (SSD) is leading
this evolution with nearly a dozen homes
designed by SSD along the Boulevard.
SSD is an architecture and interiors firm
excelling in coastal vernaculars and
versed in a range of aesthetic traditions.
The practice encompasses custom home
design, historic renovation and restora-
tion, boutique commercial design and
full interior design, including the furni-
ture and home accessories line, Sublime
Original.

The homes that SSD designs sit at the
intersection of sustainability and beauty,
engaging all the senses while achiev-
ing environmental excellence through
permanence and material choice. SSD
emphasizes fine craftsmanship to pro-
mote sustainability, as building well leads
ultimately to building less, diminishing

ONE ‘ Sotheby’s

INTERNATIONAL REALTY

Photos provided by Starr Sanford Design

Jax Beach design

Design is defining a new Florida vernacular

environmental impact.

Five signature elements define SSD’s
new Florida vernacular. The first of
these is the color white. Sun bleached
variations of white reflect the sun’s light,
naturally cooling the home and providing
a backdrop to enjoy the afternoon’s shad-
ows cast by a home’s western trees.

The second element is held in the
massing of the home, terracing the homes
into the dunes to capture the earth’s
steady thermal temperatures and limiting
each portion of the building to one room
wide. This is accomplished by carving
courtyards and gardens into the core. The
courtyards in turn facilitate cross breezes
through the home allowing the fragrances
of the gardens and the healing benefits of
the salty ocean air to travel through the
living spaces. And the courtyard gardens
provide outside spaces protected from
harsh winds, capturing solar gains and
providing comfortable outdoor seating.

Orientation is another key element. A
home’s eastern exposure is best open for
the breezes and views but needs protec-
tion from the sun and wind with the use
of overhangs. Courtyards are designed to
be open to the south and east to capture

Your Local Expert

Merrill provides Luxury Service with the top Ponte Vedra Beach luxury
real estate brokerage. She’s there with you every step of the way.

Let’s connect.

MERRILL ENGELHARDT
BROKER ASSOCIATE

908.346.4255
MENGELHARDT@ONESOTHEBYSREALTY.COM
MERRILLENGELHARDT.ONESOTHEBYSREALTY.COM

© 2023 ONE Sotheby's International Realty. All rights reserved. ONE Sotheby's International Realty fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act
and the Equal Opportunity Act. Each franchise is independently owned and operated

the sun’s light. And western exposures
are equipped with Bahama shutters to

protect the home from the harsh after-
noon sun.

Solid masonry is the fourth element.
Building with concrete is lasting and ap-
propriate for an oceanfront environment.
It is used for its energy savings and its
permanence.

The final element is the preferred natu-
ral wood materials of cypress and cedar.
Pecky cypress ceilings bring an element
of the outside in. And cedar roofs with
overhangs protect the homes from rain
and heat. These natural woods smell good
and weather naturally. Cedar shingles,
unlike asphalt shingles, are not made
from petroleum-based products and can
last 30 to 50 years with proper drainage

and air flow. Additionally, it insulates up
to twice as effectively as other roofing
materials.

Each custom home is designed with
its own personality and characteristics.
These common sustainable and sensual
elements create the new Florida ver-
nacular. Engaging all of the senses, SSD
creates spaces for a life well-lived.

SSD currently has 32 projects on the
boards in various stages of design and
construction along the Eastern Seaboard
from Ponte Vedra to Windsor, Florida,
from Sea Island, Georgia to Charleston
and Kiawah, South Carolina. Several
homes are also being designed in the
Bahamas. SSD is expanding its interiors
division, with a second location and inte-
riors gallery soon to be announced.

Ponte Vedra W design

Sea Island design
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Owner of the Nikolas Restaurant in Santorini.

Greece

Continued from 20

wanted to experience other areas, and
we made other choices rather than to
party on the beach.

We took a half-day tour to the nearby
island of Delos, a UNESCO World
Heritage Site. Besides the rich history
and amazing ruins of architectural bril-
liance, it is said to be the birthplace of
Apollo and Artemis. In the third to fifth
centuries B.C., it was a hugely success-
ful and active trade port in the Aegean.
Being a bit of an archaeology geek, this
was an amazing side trip for me, and
my husband, Robert, enjoyed it as well!

Opal!

Our last leg of the trip was Athens,
the capital of Greece. We traveled by air
from Mykonos to Athens. In Athens,
we checked into our hotel at the Electra
Palace.

Athens is one of the most scenic plac-
es in the world — at the center lies the
Acropolis, the great ancient city, which
in the evening is a beacon lighting up
the night for all and just a stunning
sight to see. With countless museums,
universities, shopping, restaurants,
neighborhoods ... where old meets new.

We did a half-day tour taking in all of
the Acropolis and a visit to the Acropo-
lis museum — a DO NOT MISS item
if you ever go. The architecture of the
museum is amazing, built over an ar-
chaeological site with transparent floors
so that you can see the site below!

It was amazing, and the artifacts held
there are priceless. We spent much of
our time walking the tourist area near
our hotel, called Plaka. This arca was
originally settled by the people who
were building the Acropolis and all of
its many structures and has a rich his-
tory. It is filled with cafes, boutiques,
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bakeries and shopping.

We loved daily lunches and dinners in
this area. We did also visit the Panthe-
naic Stadium — which opened in 556
B.C. and held the first-ever Olympic
games in 1896 — and also climbed
Lycabettus Hill, one of the highest spots
in the city. A bit of an arduous climb
but with an amazing story linked to the
goddess Athena, and what made it so
special was not the story or the church
at the top but the breathtaking panoram-
ic view of the Acropolis and the entire
city! Opa!

What can I say about the food in
every city we ventured to except “Opal!”
and that everything we had was amaz-
ing! From the honey-topped Greek
yogurt with fruit each morning, the
baklava and many pastries to the Mous-

A nighttime view of the Acropolis.
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Views of the caldera in Santorini on the way to Oia.

saka, Gyros, Tirokafteri (which is a feta
cheese dip), Greek pizza, falafel — and
the list goes on. The food in every place
was a highlight, and we literally ate our
way through the towns. It’s a good thing
we walked a lot!
Perhaps we will return to Greece

again one day and visit other islands

Photos by Holly Hayes

and areas, but we definitely brought
back great memories, a few good shop-
ping finds, some new recipes and our
love and appreciation of the adventure
of learning about another amazing part
of our world.

Opal!

BROKER OWNER
(904) 669-3081
Wendler22@yahoo.com
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““Time to pick your colors and dock slip!

% THE ST. JOHNS
8 REALTY GROU

“We’re The Difference”

CALL NOW...They’re Going Fast!

St. Augustine’s Newest Luxury Condominiums

FREE 40 FT. BOAT SLIP WITH EACH UNIT!
65" AND WIDER SLIPS AVAILABLE

ePrivate Two Car Garage
oPrivate Elevator
Private Waterview Roof Deck
«Townhouse Style Condominiums

Walk, Bike or Boat to All. A Waterfront Lifestyle Opportunity!

------

23 Comares Ave. * St. Augustine, FL 32080

cortezonthewater.com
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DENTAL SPECIALISTS

‘® JACKSONVILLE

Learn how dental implants can
Transform Your Life

Tom R. | After B Kristen R. | After Bob K. | After I

Actual Hybridge Patient Actual Hybridge Patient Actual Hybridge Patient

HYBRIDGE

The Simple Way To A Lasting Smile.”

When it comes to
dental implants,
experience makes
the difference.

11512 Lake Mead Avenue , Suite 532
Jacksonville, FL 32256 | 904-683-4781

www.jacksonvilledentalspecialists.com



