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TURNING THE PAGE

Local newspaper back in print

After a sudden and unexpected
three-month hiatus, The Shel-
byville Times-Gazette, a staple
in the local journalism scene, is
making a triumphant return un-
der new leadership and with a
renewed commitment to serving
the Shelbyville community.

In an unforeseen turn of events
in July, Holler Media, LLC ceased
all operations of The Shelbyuville
Times-Gazette, leaving subscrib-
ers without their daily news, ad-

vertisers without their platforms,
and employees without their
jobs. The abrupt closure result-
ed in widespread frustration and
disappointment throughout the
community.

The bank holding the note for
Holler Media took immediate
action, urging the owners to find
a solution to reopen the publi-
cations affected by the closure.
This encouragement led to the
formation of a new team dedicat-

ed to revitalizing the Shelbyuville
Times-Gazette and its sister pub-
lications.

As of September 28th, Apex
Bank established Apex Media,
LLC and officially acquired the
assets of Holler Media, LLC,
marking the beginning of a new
chapter for the newspapers in-
volved. The team is currently in
the process of establishing a new
office in Shelbyville and is active-
ly building a roster of passionate

journalists committed to uphold-
ing the newspaper’s legacy of in-
tegrity and excellence.

The reopening of The Shel-
byville Times-Gazette represents
not just the revival of a newspa-
per, but the restoration of a com-
munity asset. The new manage-
ment is fully aware of the void left
by the publication’s temporary
absence and is working diligently
to rebuild trust with the commu-
nity, subscribers, and advertisers.

With a fresh start and a clear
vision for the future, The Shel-
byville Times-Gazette is poised
to once again be a vital part of
Shelbyville’s daily life, providing
reliable news, insightful stories,
and a platform for community
voices.

Stay tuned as we continue to
cover the developments of this
exciting new chapter for The Shel-
byville Times-Gazette and the
Shelbyville community.

CARVING IT UP - Professional pumpkin carver, Lundy Cupp, recently visited Scarecrow Fest in Bell Buckle. A sculptor and carver, the Nashville resident encour-

ages others to carve and use their imaginations.
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Sgt. Burris Promoted to Lieutenant
at Bedford County Sheriff’s Department

In a proud moment for the Bedford County Sheriff’s Department,
veteran law enforcement officer Benji Burris has been promoted
from Sergeant to Lieutenant, taking charge of the Judicial Services
Division.

Lt. Burris has devoted 21 years to the field of law enforcement,
demonstrating commitment and exceptional service.

Having served 18 years at the Sheriff’s Office, Lt. Burris has
honed his skills and proven his mettle in various capacities. For
a remarkable ten years, he upheld the responsibilities and chal-
lenges that came with the rank of Sergeant, with the last two years
focusing on leading the Judicial Services Division.

The Bedford County Sheriff’s Department and the community
have greatly benefited from Lt. Burris’s expertise and leadership,
as he has played a crucial role in maintaining law and order, en-
suring justice, and fostering a sense of safety and security among
the residents.

As Lt. Burris steps into his new role, he carries with him a legacy
of greatness and a commitment to excellence. The Bedford Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Department looks forward to witnessing the continued
impact of his leadership, and the community remains grateful for
his dedication to service.

=

Webb School Arts & Crafts Fair: A Tradition
of Success and Community

The charming town of Bell
Buckle once again buzzed with
creativity and community spirit
during the annual Webb School
Arts and Crafts Fair held last
weekend. Despite some minor
cell phone reception issues, visi-
tors and vendors alike have flood-

ed social media with praise and
cherished memories.

With approximately 700 ven-
dors participating, the fair has
upheld its reputation as a must-at-
tend fall tradition. Join us on page
10A for a full recount of the event,

Talking
with
City
Mayor
Randy
Carroll

Nov. marks year 1

By DAWN HANKINS
dawn@t-g.com

City of Shelbyville Mayor Randy
Carroll learned by example as a child
growing up here how to serve his com-
munity.

“My parents would have been proud
. .. little ole Randy Carroll becomes
mayor.”

That’s why he placed his name on
the City ballot for mayor last year.

“It wasn’t for the salary,” he recently
told the T-G. (That’s about $18,000 a
year.)

Carroll is retired from Duck River
Electric. He sold his home on the lake

‘We may do it again.
We will just have to see
howthings go.’

Mayor Randy Carroll

on City property tax rate

and bought property in the city

Though part-time mayor, he works
full-time at City Hall.

“That’s OK. We've had a lot to do.”

MTSU Aviation

“We had issues like the MTSU [avi-
ation] campus moving to Shelbyville.
That took us about 6 months to work
through,” Carroll explained Thursday.

The City now has a legal contract
with the estimated $67 million proj-
ect.

“We had to make sure how it was
going to affect the public, especially
County people, as well as City,” said
Carroll.

The City is under a 40-year contract
or lease agreement with Middle Ten-
nessee State University in Murfrees-
boro for the Shelbyville Municipal
Airport area property. The City stands
to gain significant financial dollars,
according to Carroll.

Duksan Electera

Duksan Electera America, Inc., lo-
cated in the City/County industrial
park, will soon manufacture battery
electrolytes and additives. A spring

See MAYOR, 2A
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Hankins joins team
at The Shelbyville
Times-Gazette

As we embark on a new
chapter at The Shelbyuville
Times-Gazette, our com-
mitment to bringing the
community exceptional
journalism and a true sense
of connection stands stron-
ger than ever. With several
positions still open and a
growing team, we are excit-
ed to announce the first ad-
dition to our writing team,
Dawn Hankins.

Dawn brings a wealth
of experience, dedication,
and local insight to our
newsroom. A seasoned
print journalist and a na-
tive of Shelbyville, she has
a profound connection to
this community and to the
legacy of The Shelbyuville
Times-Gazette.

Her journey in journal-
ism, backed by a formal
education from Middle
Tennessee State Universi-
ty and years of hands-on
experience, uniquely posi-
tions her to help us carry
the torch of reliable and
impactful community re-
porting. Dawn’s previous
tenure at the Times-Ga-
zette under the mentorship
of the late Franklin Yates
has ingrained in her a deep
understanding of the re-
sponsibility and honor that
comes with serving this
community through jour-
nalism.

With her diverse back-
ground spanning ministry
work, administration, ad-
vertising, and public ser-
vice—not to mention her ac-
colades from the Tennessee
Press Association—Dawn is
a multifaceted talent who
is ready to help propel The
Shelbyville Times-Gazette
forward.

We join Dawn in her ex-
citement and honor to be
part of the Richardson Me-
dia Group, Apex Media, and
The Shelbyville Times-Ga-
zette, and we look forward
to seeing the positive im-
pact she will undoubtedly
have on our newspaper and
community. Together, we
are writing a new story for
Shelbyville, Bedford Coun-
ty, and beyond—a story of
resilience, innovation, and
unwavering dedication to
the community we serve.

Hankins is recognized
as a creative media expert
who works hard to recog-

. Dn Hakins -

rent trends and marketing
strategies. She was formal-
ly trained and received her
degree in journalism from
Middle Tennessee State
University in Murfrees-
boro.

Hankins said she has
joined the writing team
with Apex Media, LLC and
Richardson Media Group
because she has a real heart
for The Shelbyville-Times
Gazette. And, this is her
hometown, having gradu-
ated from Community High
School.

“I am so pleased and
honored to be working
with Apex Media, LLC and
Richardson Media Group.
I know the team has the
greatest desire to continue
the newspaper legacy here
in Shelbyville, Bedford
County and across the state.
But also, the Richardsons
have a lot of great potential
to move the paper forward
in a positive manner.”

Hankins first worked as
a cub reporter for 12 years
under mentor and former
publisher/owner, the late
Franklin Yates. “I learned
so much from Mr. Yates,
during our working time
together at the T-G. He
taught me that serving the
community was an honor.
He also taught us how to
remain humble in such a gi-
ant task.”

Hankins also has a back-
ground in ministry work,
administration, advertising
and public service. She won
several Tennessee Press
Association awards after
returning to the Times-Ga-
zette as reporter, then edi-
tor, from 2018-2022.

In her spare time, she is
an aspiring historical fic-
tion/Christian author and
has plans to take courses in
bilingual studies.

OFFICE MANAGER

Open Position: Office Manager

Job Description:

The Shelbyville Times-Gazette is seeking an orga-
nized and detail-oriented Office Manager to oversee
daily administrative operations. As the Office Man-
ager, you will play a critical role in maintaining office
efficiency, managing office supplies, and providing

support to staff members.
Key Responsibilities:

Manage office logistics, including mail,
phone calls, and office supplies.

Handle scheduling, appointments, and meet-
ings for the editorial and sales teams.

Assist in budget management and financial

recordkeeping.

Coordinate with vendors and service provid-

ers.

Help with human resources tasks such as on-
boarding and payroll.
Maintain a clean and organized office envi-

ronment.

Support the publisher and editor with ad-
ministrative tasks as needed.

Qualifications:

High school diploma or equivalent; associate
or bachelor’s degree is a plus.

Previous office management or administra-
tive experience preferred.

Strong organizational

skills.

and multitasking

Proficiency in Microsoft Office and basic

computer skills.

Excellent communication and interpersonal

skills.

Ability to work independently and as part of

a team.
To apply:

Email your resume and cover letter to daniel@t-g.

com
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Richardson signs on for
regeneration of Times-Gazette

The Shelbyville Times-Gazette is
proud to announce a new chapter
in its storied history with the intro-
duction of Daniel Richardson as its
visionary leader, ushering in a new
era of commitment, passion, and ex-
cellence in community journalism.

From a tender age, Daniel has
been steeped in the world of news-
paper publishing, inheriting a legacy
and a love for storytelling from his
late father, Dennis Richardson, the
founder of Magic Valley Publishing.
This early immersion in the field has
fostered a deep-seated passion and
understanding of the power and re-
sponsibility that comes with com-
munity journalism.

Following his service in the Ma-
rine Corps reserves, which includ-
ed a deployment to Iraq, Daniel re-
turned to his roots with a fortified
sense of duty to serve and uplift
communities through the power of
the press. His journey through var-
ious roles in the newspaper industry
has equipped him with a wealth of
experience and insight, from edit-
ing the Hickman County Gazette
in Kentucky to leading the Carroll
County News Leader in Huntington,
Tennessee as its publisher.

As the Chief Operations Officer
for Magic Valley Publishing, Daniel
played a pivotal role in expanding
the company’s reach and impact,
overseeing the operations of 17 titles
and ensuring that each publication
held steadfast to the principles of in-
tegrity, transparency, and commu-
nity service.

With a place on the board of di-
rectors for both the Tennessee
Press Association and the National
Newspaper Association, Daniel is a
staunch advocate for the vital role of
local journalism in our society. His
dedication to community service ex-

i

FAMILY - Richardson is shown here with his wife, Lena, and four children - Emma-

lyn, 11; Elizabeth, 9; Ella, 5; and Benjamin, 21 mos. The family is expecting a fifth

child in March.

tends beyond the newsroom, as evi-
denced by his active membership in
the Rotary Club of Camden, where
he resides with his wife, Lena, and
their four children.

Now, at the helm of the Shelbyuville
Times-Gazette, Daniel is eager to
forge meaningful connections with
the Shelbyville community, to share
in your stories, and to solidify the
newspaper’s role as a trusted beacon
of reliable information.

The Shelbyville Times-Gazette
stands poised to navigate the excit-

ing journey ahead, with Daniel Rich-
ardson leading the way, ensuring
that the newspaper not only lives up
to its storied legacy but also evolves
to meet the needs and expectations
of today’s readers.

Join us in welcoming Daniel and
in celebrating a new chapter of ex-
cellence and dedication at the Shel-
byville Times-Gazette. Together,
we are writing a story of resilience,
innovation, and unwavering com-
mitment to the community we are
proud to serve.

MAYOR

from 1A

opening is anticipated.

TCAT Campus

Tennessee College of Applied Tech-
nology-Shelbyville (TCAT) is another
new City-involved project. The project
is estimated to cost around $47 million.

The mayor added that as a result of
such progress, residents in areas like
Candlewood Estates, those near Fair
Haven Church and Northpoint off
Highway 231 North are now looking at
City sewer line availability.

“Hopefully we can annex those into
the City.”

New retail

Carroll revealed that the new own-
ers/operators of Shelbyville’s first Chik-
fil-A, which is currently under con-
struction off North Main Street, called
him one evening, expressing an interest
in planting a local restaurant.

Not only are the chain’s famous
chicken biscuits coming soon to Shel-
byville, the City has also earned a new
family of residents as the owners have
moved here.

“The walls are going up,” said Carroll.
“We [the City] did make a $300,000 in-
vestment to the developer. We did not
take that from taxpayer funds. We took
that from Hotel-Motel funds. That’s
economic development.”

Tourism efforts

Carroll said the City has funded a lot
of tourism. “If it is going to be a certain
number of days . . . bring in a certain
number of people, we have guidelines
on how many dollars we can give.”

“Were trying to bring tourists in.
That fills up the hotels and motels.”

A second McDonald’s restaurant
is planned at North Main Street and
Hickory Drive.

“There will be some traffic situations
at Chik-fil-A and McDonald’s, Carroll
said. “There’s no left turn.”

Traffic issues

Carroll said he explains quite fre-
quently to residents that Tennessee
Department of Transportation (TDOT)
makes those traffic decisions off High-
way 231-North, since it is a state high-
way.

“They are going right in and right
out. Then you’ll have to go on Hickory
Drive to do a left out from that facility.”

Carroll said City officials and TDOT
representatives have discussed at
length traffic regulations there.

Why is everything being located on
Highway 231 North?

“I think people who own property
out 231 North are seeing the availabil-
ity with MTSU, north business park . .
. seeing the value of that property up,
so they’re more actively trying to sell
their property. That’s why it’s develop-
ing faster.”

The mayor said the City is trying to
secure land off Highway 41A South and
Highway 64 East for potential develop-

ment.

Homes going up!

Carroll advised that the construction
of about 300 homes at Jennings Lane
off Highway 41A North is anticipated.

He said homes are going up as fast in
several other areas of the City.

The future

Carroll said Shelbyville Fire Depart-
ment has about 50 employees and Shel-
byville Police Department has current-
ly about 60.

The departments are also potential-
ly going to expand into new spaces.
“We looking at maybe a substation or
maybe a new location for the police de-
partment out where we're building the
new two-story Cartwright Elementary
School at Fairfield Pike.”

There is a substation for the fire de-
partment at the Shelbyville Municipal
Airport off Highway 231. However, Car-
roll said that station is still short three
firemen.

“All of those things are very import-
ant when you're developing.”

City taxes

Carroll said there was an opportunity
with the sales tax up-about $600,000-
to reduce the property tax burden.

Council reduced City property taxes
this fiscal year by 11 cents from $1.59 to
$1.48 per $100 assessed value. This tax
rate is effective through June.

“We may do it again,” Carroll advised.
“We will just have to see how things go.”

City-County issue

Right now, we’ve got an issue with the
County about sales tax,” Carroll said.

It’s a sales tax issue which goes all
way back when the City and County
school systems were combined, form-
ing what is now Bedford County School
System.

There was debt service on the city
schools, he recalled. There was a 1 per-
cent increase on sales tax at that time.

“They made an agreement to reduce
that debt service or pay that debt ser-
vice off. The City agreed to give them
[County] a portion of that sales tax.”

Mayor Carroll said there was no ter-
mination date set in it. So, it has been
going on about 50 plus years now.

“The City needs that sales tax back.”

Carroll stated how the City continues
to legally “do its part” to support the lo-
cal school system.

The mayor added that same sales tax
revenue issue has grown from approxi-
mately $10,000 annually to $2 million
dollars last year.

“That’s how much the City has lost,
by giving it to the County,” said Carroll.

He said he’s worked with Bedford
County Mayor Chad Graham and the
County Commission and City Council
on this issue.

The mayor said the City is not asking
for any retroactive sales tax money it
lost to the County.

Shelbyville Mayor
Randy Carrol

An equitable agreement is in the
works, Carroll said.

He said that 75 percent of that 1 per-
cent, if you get into all the mathematics,
goes to the County.

“All of the money state-wide man-
dated goes to the county anyway,” the
mayor advised. “It is suppose to be split
down the middle-- that 2.75%. Part of
it goes to education, automatically, then
the rest of it is divided equally between
the County and the City.”

Carroll said it’s not that way. That
extra 1% is still being received by the
County.

City growth

Carroll looks at each day he serves
the community, along with the city ad-
ministration and Council, as “a privi-
lege.”

“I really take the job seriously about
the growth, the poorer citizens . . .
people who've lived here forever that’s
paid property taxes. We want to protect
them from the development . . . when
they can’t get out on the highway be-
cause they’ve got all these houses built
next to them. All of these things are so
important.”

Being a part of new and exciting
events is something Carroll has always
enjoyed. He’s been a member of several
nonprofits for years.

Mayor Carroll recently took his first
hot air balloon ride during a festival at
Nearest Green Distillery off Highway
231-North.

“I thought my head was on fire,” he
said with a laugh. “I was in Naval avi-
ation, but I've never been in a hot air
balloon.”

Now in his 70s, this life-long Shel-
byville resident says he has no plans of
slowing down. And if this year is any in-
dication, neither is his hometown.
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Welcome to Ad Veritas - Toward the Truth City defunds

DANIEL RICHARDSON put pen to paper. the existence of heaven
My gravitation has al- and hell.

Welcome, dear read- ways been towards news
ers, to “Ad Veritas,” a writing,

gate each day.

The inception of “Ad readers.
Veritas” is deeply per- “Ad Veritas,” Latin for live in.
sonal. My late father, “Toward the Truth,” is

In today’s world, the
maintaining media landscape is mud-
weekly journey in pur- an objective lens on the dled with attempts to
suit of truth and under- events unfolding around bend and twist truths
standing. My name is wus. Personal opinions to fit convenient narra-
Daniel Richardson, and were territories I seldom tives, even challenging
I am delighted to open tread into, both in writ- biological realities. Here,
the pages of this column ingand in reading. How- in this space, we will not
to share, reflect, and ever, as I embarked on shy away from these dif-
explore the myriad of this journey of personal ficult discussions. We
facets that make up our column writing, I dis- will strive to shed light
lives, our community, covered an unparalleled on the truths, backed
and the world we navi- connection it fostered by evidence and reason,
with you, our esteemed fostering a better under-
standing of the world we

The beauty of a news-
Dennis Richardson, was more than just a column paper is in its freedom,
a stalwart figure in jour- title; it is a reflection offeringyou the choiceto engagement, and
nalism, and he left be- of a lifelong motto and engage with the content
hind a legacy of words the core principle that that resonates with you.
and wisdom through his guides my life and work. Unlike the intrusive na-
column “My View,” a sta- Inthese weekly writings, ture of digital ads or the
ple in every issue of his while I may share snip- monotony of TV com-
newspapers. Following pets of my personal jour- mercials, the newspaper
his passing in 2021, I ney, the overarching aim empowers you to choose,

RICHARDSON

felt a compelling need to is to engage in a dialogue to seek, and to indulgein  diaGroup.net.

continue this tradition of about truth, about the the stories and sections
direct communication, absolutes that define our that matter to you.
although I must admit, it existence, the concepts As we embark on

took me a while to finally of right and wrong, and this journey together,

Vo
™
\~/

through the columns of
“Ad Veritas,” I extend
my heartfelt gratitude
for your readership, your

willingness to explore
the depths of truth with
me. Your thoughts, your
critiques, and your sto-
ries are always welcome.
Feel free to reach out at
Daniel@RichardsonMe-

Together, let’s explore,
understand, and get
closer to the truth.

Antisemitism Pervades America’s

College Campuses

Sen. Marsha Blackburn can Studies Program facul- should not be unexpected.

After the horrific atroc- ty claimed that comparing For decades, the radical left
ities committed by Hamas Hamas to ISIS is “Islam- has maintained an iron grip
in southern Israel on Octo- ophobic” and dismissed re- on academia. Institutions
ber 7, we witnessed a wave ports of Hamas beheading of higher education have
of antisemitism on college babies as “baseless.” A pro- taught students the Marxist
campuses by anti-Israel fessor at Stanford was sus- idea that the world is divid-
groups praising Hamas’ pended after forcing Jewish ed between “oppressors”
students to sit in a corner, and the “oppressed.” The

Remember: Hamas in- calling them “colonizers,” Jewish peoples’3,700-year-
vaded Israel, murdered at and referring to Hamas as old connection to Israel is
least 1,400 people, and took “freedom fighters.” Mean- denied while students slan-
at least 212 hostages. Still, while, a history professor der Israel as a “settler colo-
student groups at colleges at Cornell University called nial enterprise” that is com-

mass murder of Jews.

across the country came the Hamas attacks “exhila- mitting “ethnic cleansing”

out in support of the kill- rating” and “energizing.”

Palestine called the worst statements endorsing Black hilation.

massacre of Jews since the Lives Matter after George In a continuous cycle,
Holocaust a “historic win.” Floyd’s death in 2020 and radical students go on to
Thirty-one Harvard orga- criticizing the overturning enter our nation’s most
nizations blamed Israel for of Roe v. Wade were slow prestigious institutions and
the Hamas attacks. Stu- to condemn the Hamas at- corrupt them — even Con-
dents at the University of tacks. It took multiple state- gress itself. IlThan Omar,
Wisconsin-Madison chant- mentsfromHarvardandthe Rashida Tlaib, Alexandria
ed “Glory to the Martyrs” University of Pennsylvania Ocasio-Cortez, and other
while the La Fuerza Student to finally condemn Hamas’ left-wing lawmakers joined
Association at California acts of terrorism, only after Black Lives Matter Grass-
State University advertised receiving pressure from do- roots and Black Lives Mat-
their pro-Palestine protest nors. Universities were nev- ter Chicago in condemning
with a picture of a paraglid- er serious when they talked Israel for defending itself
er — a blatant endorsement about “Diversity, Equity, and repeatedly called for
of the massacre at the Su- and Inclusion” and issued a ceasefire. In one of their
platitudes about protecting most blatant examples of

The reason many of these their students from “hate dishonesty and antisemi-
students are virulently an- speech” and “microaggres- tism, the Squad and much
ti-Israel — and in many cas- sions.” When it comes to Zi- of the media immediately
es antisemitic — is due to onist Jews, who encompass blamed Israel for allegedly
years of indoctrination by approximately 9o percent bombing a Gaza hospital
their colleges and universi- of the Jewish communi- when the culprit turned out
ties. Since the attack on Is- ty, these universities allow to be Palestinian Islamic Ji-
had. Incredibly, Tlaib stood

pernova music festival.

rael, university faculty have hate to run amok.

of the Palestinians. These
ings. The national chapter = Many of the same elite poisonous ideas give Israel
of the notoriously pro-ter- universities and groups haters justification to call
ror Students for Justice in who immediately sent out for the Jewish state’s anni-

come out in support of the ~ While these instances of by her debunked statement come.
slaughter. ~ Northwestern antisemitism are shock- and refused to apologize.
University’s Asian Ameri- ing and abominable, they = We cannot allow an-

Let us help you spread the news!

We welcome you to submit content for publi-
cation in The Times-Gazette and on our web-
site www.t-g.com.

Scan the QR code to the right or visit the URL
to submit your content.

Press Releases
Letters to Editor

Announcements

)
)
® Guest Column/ Op/Ed
)
® Obituaries

TimMES-GAZETTE

https://richardsonmediagroup.-

formstack.com/forms/con-
tent_submission_form

SEN. BLACKBURN

tisemitism to fester under
the guise of progressivism
on our college campuses. It
must be eradicated. Israel’s
war against Hamas is not
just a battle for the Jewish
state; it is a fight between
those who stand for the val-
ues and principles of West-
ern Civilization and those
who want to destroy the
West. Universities should
be pressured to defund an-
tisemitic groups, and orga-
nizations that endorse ter-
rorism should be ostracized
from mainstream society.
It’s time our institutions re-
inforce our younger genera-
tions with the right values.
If they do, students will rec-
ognize Israel for what it is: a
beacon of light in a region of
darkness. Teaching the next
generation the truth about
Israel will ensure America
will continue to be Israel
and the Jewish peoples’
strongest ally for years to

economic board
Partnership writes City off

By DAWN HANKINS

Shelbyville City Coun-
cil discussed during a re-
cent business meeting its
path forward with Shel-
byville-Bedford County
Economic Partnership. The
result was Council bowing
out from any future finan-
cial commitments to the
partnership.

From his office recently,
Shelbyville Mayor Ran-
dy Carroll said bills have
come across his desk from
the economic board this
year for hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars. He said
sadly, those projects did not
mostly have Council input
or approval.

“There was a lot of things
going on that we just didn’t
think was right,” said Car-
roll.

One issue, Carroll said,
involves a decision by
Shane Hooper, Bedford
County Economic Partner-
ship president, to cut a new
road to the new Duksan
Electera America plant (at
Frank Martin Road) in the
231-North industrial park.
The battery chemical plant
is set to open next year.

Carroll said the City was
concerned that some public
issues were not studied be-
fore the road was designed.
That road belongs to Duk-
san, Carroll advised. “How
are you going to get to TCAT
[new Tennessee College of
Applied Technology-Shel-
byville?] TCAT was sitting
to the right; they moved it
out on the highway.”

A new road had to be
developed behind the new
TCAT. That meant, he said,
a 100-foot right-of-way
which would come out on
231-North, likely right in,
right out, only.

The City is not pleased
with the way these local
economic projects have
been developed--those
without Council input. As
a result, Shelbyville City
Council, Carroll said, is
moving ahead with its own
plans for tourism and eco-
nomic development. He is
still on the fence, he ad-
vised, about the City hiring
its own economic develop-
ment person.

A recent City business
meeting was held to dis-
cuss this idea with Council.
Council moved that a job
description needs to be de-
veloped for a potential eco-
nomic person.

The mayor, and other
members of Council, be-
lieve City Manager Scott
Collins is equally qualified
for the job. Council will
discuss this topic further
during its Oct. 30 study
session.

A life-long resident of
Shelbyville, Carroll said
he’s proud of the progress
for Shelbyville and Bedford
County. Having invested
over $300,000 in economic
development, Carroll said
without that funding from
the City of Shelbyville,
the economic partnership
would have surely suffered.
That is something he does
not want to see happen in
the future.

“We [City] want to con-
tinue to work together and
continue the growth of
Shelbyville,” said Carroll.

But the entire prem-
ise of the partnership has
changed, he admitted, that
is, since the City went into a
joint economic venture just
a few short years ago.

“What caused the blow
up is we decided not to give
them the $100,000, be-
cause of these things hap-
pening,” said Carroll.

At its inception about 3
years ago, the economic
partnership became a driv-
ing force behind economic
activity, with County and
City agreeing to each con-
tribute $100,000 each, for
3 years, to build a nest egg
for the then newly formed
economic group.

Shane Hooper, as a result,
was hired as president and
now serves as chief execu-
tive officer of the local eco-
nomic group. Carroll said
the salaries within the eco-
nomic advisory group staff
have grown quite large. He
is worried the economic
board has become more of
what he calls a “millionaire
club.”

Carroll said Council rea-
soned, by defunding the
group, to put the economic
group on “notice.” That is,
that the City stands firm
that it has the right to be
involved in economic de-
cisions, particularly those
that involve City property.

Since the City’s decision
to defund, Carroll advised
that he and Councilman
William Christie have since
been removed from the eco-
nomic advisory board. The
mayor said talks since have
been held between City and
County. “I said . . . let’s try
to put it all back together.”

Carroll said hes dis-
cussed the issue with eco-
nomic partnership board
members. The mayor asked
that he and Christie be re-
instated on the advisory
board.

“The partnership didn’t
want to meet with us,” said
Carroll. “They didn’t want
todoit.”

Carroll said the list goes
on and on about unsettled
economic issues which have
not included City Council.
One of the latest decisions,
Carroll said, is the new “$11
million dollar hotel” which
is the Hampton Inn on
North Main Street.

“They [economic adviso-
ry board] have not checked
with us about water and
sewer availability . . . if that
property was in the plan-
ning and codes develop-
ment--where you could put
hotel and roadways, etc.
right there.”

Carroll said he is very im-
pressed and thankful for
what entrepreneur Keith
Weaver is doing for Shel-
byville and Bedford Coun-
ty. He said he understands
a distillery will be coming
soon on the remaining,
landlocked, 27 acres in
the north business park.
Weaver has apparently pur-
chased the property for a
future distillery.

“So, we will have the dis-
tillery and the chemical
plant sitting side-by-side,”
said Mayor Carroll.
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Emily Kay Madden
1942 - 2023

Emily Kay Madden, 8o,
of Shelbyville, passed away
on Sunday, October 15,
2023, at Alive Hospice in
Murfreesboro following an
extended illness. A Gather-
ing of Family and Friends
was held on Friday, Octo-
ber 20, 2023, from 4-6 p.m.
at Doak-Howell Funeral
Home. Kay’s remains were
cremated and her ashes will
be buried at a later date.

Born on October 30,
1942, in Shelbyville to par-
ents Estil Love Foster and
Avis Royal Hummel Fos-
ter, Kay retired after 35
years as a Manager/Line
worker at American Can
(Albea). She was a member
of First United Methodist
Church of Shelbyville and
the Bedford County His-
torical Society. Known for
her infectious laughter and
welcoming nature, Kay was
loved by all who knew her,
including both people and
animals.

Kay is survived by her
son, Michael Madden,
granddaughter Madi-
son Madden (fiancé Andy
Huffer) of Shelbyville, sis-
ter-in-law Henrietta Bar-
nard, and special friends
Sandra Daniel, Cynthia
Ashley, and Peggy Helton.
She was preceded in death
by her son Bobby Madden.

In lieu of flowers, memo-
rials may be made to New
Destiny Dog Rescue, 202
East Highland St, Shel-
byville. Online condolenc-
es can be made at www.
doakhowellfuneralhome.
com. Doak-Howell Funeral
Home is serving the family.

Bobbye G. Hodges
1937 - 2023

Bobbye Glendon Hodg-
es, a beloved member of
the Shelbyville communi-
ty, passed away on October
16, 2023, at the age of 86. A
native of Bedford County,
Bobbye was known for her
dedication to her work and
her community. She served
as a retired Secretary for
Duck River Electric, Shel-
byville Power, and Sword of
the Lord of Murfreesboro.

Bobbye was a devoted
member of Victory Baptist
Church for nearly six de-
cades, where she led the
Deaf Ministry. Her fluency
in sign language allowed
her to connect with and
serve a community often
overlooked.

Beyond her profession-
al and church life, Bobbye
was a passionate dog en-
thusiast, often showcasing
her dogs at various shows.
She also had a deep love for
horses and was a regular
attendee at the Tennessee
Walking Horse Shows.

Bobbye was preceded in
death by her parents, Coy
and Alene Tillett Womble;
her husband, Charles
Hodges; and a brother,
Donald Gannon. She is
survived by her sister, Ge-
neva (Thomas) Smith of
Shelbyville; her caregivers,
Loyd and Emily Warren of
Wartrace; and several niec-
es and nephews.

A funeral service was
held in her honor at 3 p.m.
on Saturday, October 21,
at Victory Baptist Church
with Rev. Loyd Warren of-
ficiating. Burial followed at
Rosebank Cemetery.

Hulon Leavern Hall
1935 - 2023

Hulon Leavern Hall, 87,
of Tullahoma, passed away
on October 23, 2023, at
Vanderbilt University Med-
ical Center, surrounded
by his loving family. Born
on December 3, 1935, in
Franklin County, Hulon
was a retired Sergeant for
the Winchester Police De-
partment, former President
of the Fraternal Order of
Police, and a veteran of the
Tennessee National Guard.
He was a devoted member
of the Experience Commu-
nity Church of Tullahoma,
where he found joy in sing-
ing praises to the Lord.

Hulon was a loving hus-
band, father, and grandfa-
ther. He is survived by his
wife, Mary Alice Floyd Hall;
his son, Brian (Kelly) Hall;
stepsons, Michael (Becky)
Simpson, Mark Simpson,
Myles (Tearsa) Simpson;
nine grandchildren, elev-
en great-grandchildren,
and his first wife, Charlotte
Hall. He was preceded in
death by his parents, Alvie
and Lola Hall.

Funeral services were
held at 2 p.m. on Saturday,
October 28, at Hillerest
Funeral Home. Burial fol-
lowed at Hillcrest Memori-
al Gardens. Visitation be-
gan at 12 p.m.

Daniel Allen “DuKake”
AKkins, Jr.
1983 - 2023

Mr. Daniel Allen Akins
Jr., affectionately known
as “DuKake,” peacefully
passed away on September
30, 2023. His life was cele-
brated with a public view-
ing on October 7, 2023,
at Nelson & Sons Chapel
Murfreesboro, followed by
a family visitation and fu-
neral service on October
8, 2023, at Silver Springs
M.B. Church in Smyrna.
His final resting place is
Johnson Road Cemetery in
Christiana.

Daniel was born on March
6, 1983, and was a beloved
son, brother, and cousin.
He was the heartbeat of
his family, a source of joy
and occasional headaches,
and was loved by many. He
was known for his ability
to make new friends easi-
ly, including Mrs. Barbara
Bass, Gentrice Jones, Kyion
“KJ” Tucker, and his special
friend “Beano”, their family
pet.

He was preceded in death
by his grandparents, Rich-
ard and Henrietta Davis,
Robert and Aline Akins,
Uncles Clifton (Kathy)
Akins, Anthony Akins, Mi-
chael Akins, Aunts Mary
Cason and Marsha Naomi
Wilson. He leaves behind
his loving parents, Daniel
and Bernice Akins, broth-
ers Ashton K. Bass, Allen
B. Daniels, and a host of
uncles, aunts, and devoted
cousins.

Daniel’s life was a testa-
ment to the power of love,
family, and friendship. His
memory will continue to
inspire and comfort those
who knew and loved him.

Robert Washington
Eley, Jr.
1943 - 2023

Robert Washington Eley,
Jr., 80, of Shelbyville,
passed away on October 10,
2023, at Vandy-Harton of
Tullahoma. Born on June
6, 1943, in Shelbyville, to
the late Robert Washington
Eley and Roberta Tinnie
McNeece Eley, Robert was
a beloved figure in his com-
munity and family. He was
preceded in death by his
son, Lester Eley.

Robert served the U.S.
Army for 32 years as a re-
tention officer before retir-
ing. He was a man of many
interests, including read-
ing, talking, and traveling,
but his greatest joy was the
time spent with his family.

He is survived by his
loving wife of 41 years, Pat
Eley, and their children,
Robert Eley, III (Michelle),
Benjamin Eley (Marie),
Beverly Eley (Angela),
and Misty Scott. He was a
proud grandfather to Bran-
don & Justin Scott, Kayla
Foreman (Sam), Michael
Eley, Grant Kyle & Devon
Eley, Allyson Bivvins, and
great-grandson, Weston
Foreman.

In accordance with his
wishes, the family chose
cremation and no public
services were held. Do-
ak-Howell Funeral Home
served the family.

Jerry Aaron Haskins
1953 - 2023

Jerry Aaron Haskins, 70,
of Bell Buckle, passed away
peacefully on Sunday, Octo-
ber 22, 2023, at Vanderbilt
University Medical Center,
surrounded by his loving
children. Born on January
21, 1953, in Bedford Coun-
ty, Mr. Haskins was a pillar
of the Bell Buckle commu-
nity, serving as Mayor and
Alderman, and co-own-
er and wrecker driver at
Haskins Auto Salvage.

He was a devoted hus-
band to his late wife, Wanda
Raye Haskins, with whom
he shared 28 years of mar-
riage marked by fierce and
unmatched love. A dedicat-
ed father and grandfather,
Jerry was known for his
love of sports, coaching his
children and spending his
retirement years doting on
his beloved donkeys.

Jerry is preceded in death
by his parents, Aaron and
Duane Haskins, and his
wife, Wanda. He is survived
by his children, Justin (Er-
ica) Haskins, Janna (Na-
than) Casey, and Amanda
Mcglumphy; and his grand-
children, Jack, Kylie, Liam,
Abel, Sierra, and Gavin.

Funeral services were
held at 11 a.m. on Friday,
October 27, 2023, in the
chapel of Doak and Howell
Funeral home with Broth-
er Jason Arnold officiating.
Visitation was held from
5-8 p.m. on Thursday, Oc-
tober 26, 2023, and from 10
a.m. until service time on
Friday, October 27, 2023.

In lieu of flowers, memo-
rial donations may be made
to the Bedford County Can-
cer Foundation.

Travis Lynwood Stacy
1997 - 2023

Travis Lynwood Stacy,
a 26-year-old resident of
Bell Buckle, passed away
on October 7, 2023, at Van-
derbilt-Bedford Hospital.
Born on July 15, 1997, in
Murfreesboro, Travis was
the beloved son of Ronnie
and Markeita “Sissy” Payne
Stacy. He was preceded in
death by his grandparents,
Larry Payne and Bruce &
Margaret Stacy, and great
grandparents, Paul & Mary
Payne.

A proud graduate of Cas-
cade High School class of
2016, Travis furthered his
education by earning an as-
sociate’s degree from TCAT.
He served his country hon-
orably in the U.S. Navy,
concluding his military
service in January of this
year. Following his service,
he joined the team at Weg-
mann Automotive US Inc.

Travis was an enthusi-
astic outdoorsman, with
a passion for hunting and
bass fishing. He also found
great joy in riding his mo-
torcycle. He is survived by
his twin brother, William
Roland Stacy of Bell Buck-
le, and grandparents, Barry
& Mary Ann Hendrixson.

Funeral services were
held at 12 p.m. on Thurs-
day, October 12, 2023, in
the Chapel of Doak-How-
ell Funeral Home with Jeff
Collett officiating. Burial
followed at Hazel Cemetery
in Bell Buckle. Visitation
was held from 5-8 p.m. on
Wednesday, October 11,
and again prior to funeral
services on Thursday, Octo-
ber 12, beginning at 11 a.m.
at the funeral home.

In lieu of flowers, memo-
rial donations may be made
to VSO (Voluntary Services
Overseas) at www.vsointer-
national.org. Doak-Howell
Funeral Home served the
family.

Sara Jane Marable
1962 - 2023

Sara Jane Marable, a
beloved mother, grand-
mother, sister, and aunt,
passed away on October 1,
2023, at the age of 61. Born
on January 8, 1962, to the
late Ben and Sallie Marable,
Sara was a lifelong resident
of Murfreesboro.

Sara attended River-
dale High School and
was known for her love of
cooking, watching TV, and
spending time on the patio.
Above all, she cherished
moments spent with her
grandkids.

A service to celebrate
Sara’s life was held on Oc-
tober 14, 2023, at Nelson &
Sons Chapel Murfreesboro,
located at 448 East Burton
Street. Family visitation
began at 10 a.m., followed
by the funeral service at 11
a.m. Sara was laid to rest
at Lovvorn Cemetery, 987
River Barfield Road, Mur-
freesboro.

Sara is survived by her
loving child, LaDerius
Marable; grandchild, An-
dreas Marable (Miyah);
sisters, Lois Marable and
Shirley Marable; brothers,
Tony Marable and Terry
Marable; nephew, Ronald
Batts (Jayvon); and a host
of aunts and uncles. She
will be deeply missed by all
who knew her.

Teddy Ray Reed, Sr.
1937 - 2023
Teddy Ray Reed, Sr., 86,
of Birmingham, Alabama,

formerly of Shelbyville,
passed away on October 12,
2023, at Grandview Medi-
cal Center in Birmingham,
following an extended ill-
ness. Funeral services were
held at 12 p.m. on Thurs-
day, October 19, 2023, in
the chapel of Doak-Howell
Funeral Home, with burial
following at Willow Mount
Cemetery.

Visitation was held at
11 a.m. on the same day at
the funeral home. Born on
April 1, 1937, in Bedford
County to the late Doak
& Louise McAnally Reed,
Teddy was a devoted family
man who married his high
school sweetheart, Joan
Wells, on August 14, 1955.

A graduate of Shelbyville
Central High School, class
of 1956, Teddy furthered
his education at Motlow
State Community College
before serving his coun-
try in the National Guard.
He had a successful pro-
fessional career at Tyson
Foods and Cosby Hodges,
before retiring from Doane
Products. Teddy was a man
of many passions, including
cooking, fishing, and cheer-
ing on his UT Vols.

Teddy was preceded in
death by his parents, his
beloved wife, Joan Wells
Reed; son, Terry Michael
Reed; daughter, Karen
Reed Tate; and brother,
Ronnie Reed. He is sur-
vived by his son, Teddy Ray
Reed, II and wife Dawn of
Spring Hill; grandchildren,
Elizabeth Patricia Reed,
Madison Ruth Reed and
Lance Reed Tate; brother,
Phillip Reed of Maryville;
and sister, Judy Reed Yo-
shikawa of CA.

Memorial donations may
be made to the American
Heart Association at www.
heart.org. Doak-Howell
Funeral Home served the
family.

Vincent Roderick
“Burt” Johnson
1962 - 2023

It is with heavy hearts
that we announce the pass-
ing of Mr. Vincent Roderick
“Burt” Johnson, who left us
on October 19, 2023. Born
on September 14, 1962,
Burt was a beloved figure
in his community and will
be deeply missed by all who
knew him.

Public viewing for Burt
was held on Friday, October
27, from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. at
Nelson & Sons Chapel Mur-
freesboro, located at 448
East Burton Street, Mur-
freesboro.

The following day, Sat-
urday, October 28, family
visitation began at 11 a.m.,
followed by the funeral
service at 12 noon, also at
Nelson & Sons Chapel Mur-
freesboro.

Burt was laid to rest at
Johnson Road Cemetery in
Christiana.

We extend our deepest
condolences to Burt’s fam-
ily and friends during this
difficult time. His memory
will live on in the hearts of
those who loved him.

Bernard “Bernie”
Wayne Romoser
1957 - 2023

Bernard “Bernie” Wayne
Romoser, a beloved figure
known for his warm heart
and kind spirit, passed away
at the age of 66 on Saturday,
October 14, 2023, in War-
trace. Born on February 4,
1957, in Terre Haute, IN,
Bernie’s life was marked by
his unwavering dedication
to his family and friends.
The family chose cremation
and a memorial service will
be held in Indiana at a later
date. Doak-Howell Funeral
Home is serving the fam-
ily. For more information,
please visit www.doakhow-
ellfuneralhome.com.

Cynthia Darlene Arney
1955 - 2023

Cynthia Darlene McBride
Arney, a beloved mother,
grandmother, and sister,
passed away at the age of 68
on her birthday, October 16,
2023. Born in Eufaula, Ala-
bama, to the late Lelsie and
Alice Thompson McBride,
Cynthia was a dedicated
bartender by trade.

Cynthia’s funeral services
were held at 2 p.m. on Fri-
day, October 20, 2023, at
Feldhaus Memorial Chap-
el, with burial following in
Willow Mount Cemetery.
The family received visi-
tors from 11 a.m. until the
service time at the funeral
home.

Cynthia was preceded
in death by her husband,
Carl Arney, in 2017, and
an infant child, Chris-
topher Richards. She is
survived by her children,
James Richards of Tulla-
homa, and Bobbie Jones
and her husband Justin
of Cowan. She also leaves
behind her grandchildren,
Ashlee Cross and her hus-
band Jake of Estill Springs,
Quentin, Ariel, Zachery,
Zoe, Justin, Jr., and Payton;
great-grandchildren, Evan
and Greyson; and sisters,
Cathy Couser and Sandra
McBride.

Feldhaus Memorial
Chapel assisted the family
with the arrangements.

“In the quiet of
the sunset,
In the whispers
of the breeze,
Remember me
with fondness,
And find your
heart at ease.

Though I've jour-
neyed on from
this world,

In your memo-
ries, I'll stay.
Embraced by
love and cher-
ished moments,
That will nev-
er fade away.

So, lift your hearts
and dry your tears,
Celebrate the love
we’ve known.
For in the garden
of your heart,
T've found a for-
ever home.”
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Coy Tucker
1937 - 2023

Mr. Coy Tucker, a beloved
resident of Shelbyville,
passed away at the age of
86 on Monday, October
23, 2023, at the Waters of
Shelbyville following a pro-
longed illness. He leaves
behind a legacy of love, hu-
mor, and dedication to his
family and community.

Coy is survived by his
children: Belinda Tucker
Palmer of Bowling Green,
KY, Trena Tucker Cook of
Shelbyville,and Brad (Beth-
any) Tucker of Shelbyville.
He was a proud grandfa-
ther to Rachael and Clayton
Palmer, Kendall (Makay-
la) Cook, Elijah Derryber-
ry, Melissa Woods (Wil-
son) Kearcy, Blake (Tori)
Woods, Maleah Woods, and
Tyler Tucker. He also had
the joy of knowing seven
great-grandchildren.

Coy was preceded in
death by his wife, Betty
Tucker, his parents, Char-
lie Clay and Annie Lunette
Tucker, and his siblings:
Euless Tucker, Jane Alene
Tucker Hale, and Hubert
Tucker.

A graduate of Shelbyville
Central High School in
1955, Coy served in the
U.S. Army as a drone crew-
man and audio-visual pro-
jectionist, stationed at Ft.
Rucker, Alabama. After his
military service, he dedicat-
ed over 30 years to Josten’s,
where he was a regular
member of the company’s
softball team and an avid

bowler until the age of 80.
In his retirement, Coy en-
joyed woodworking, prac-
tical jokes, puzzle-solving,
and traveling with his be-
loved wife, Betty.

Coy was a humble, quiet
man who could charm any-
one with his quick wit and
humor. His family would
like to acknowledge Terri
Heriegal, Melissa Jolley, Te-
resa Raby, Linda Gay, and
Gabriella Trejo for their
loving care of Coy in his fi-
nal years.

A funeral service was
held at 1 p.m. on Satur-
day, October 28, 2023, in
the chapel of Doak Howell
Funeral Home, officiated
by Reverend Ron Dewitt.
A private family graveside
followed at Clark Cemetery.
Visitation was held prior to
the funeral service, begin-
ning at 11 a.m. at the funer-
al home.

In lieu of flowers, memo-
rial donations may be made
to the Caregiver Relief Pro-
gram of Bedford County.

Christopher James Jones-McClean
1997 - 2023

Christopher James
Jones-McClean, a vibrant
young man of 26, passed
away on October 12, 2023.
Born on July 15, 1997, in
Murfreesboro, he was the
beloved son of Kimberly
Jones Thompson and Ehn-
rico McClean.

A funeral service was
held in his honor at 12 p.m.,
October 19, 2023, at Feld-
haus Memorial Chapel. The
eulogy was delivered by
Bishop Jimmy Tyson, fol-
lowed by a burial at Willow
Mount Cemetery. The fami-
ly received visitors from 11
a.m. until the service time
at the funeral home.

Christopher leaves be-
hind his mother, Kimberly
Jones Thompson, and her
husband Antinio; his father,
Ehnrico McClean; grand-
parents, Peggy and Robert
McClean, Pam and Bruce
Martin, James and Fran-

cine Jones, and Barbara J.
Thompson; great grandpar-
ents, Abraham and Cladie
Boykin. He also leaves his
siblings, Jakori Boykin,
Siaani McClean, Br’Yanna
McClean, Myles Thomp-
son, Brandon Thompson,
and Kobe Thompson, and
aunts, Nelvia Hunt, Shirley
Thompson and Vivian Bar-
clay.

Feldhaus Memorial
Chapel assisted the family
with the arrangements.
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Pat Marsh and Shane
Reeves: school board guests

State officials discuss 3rd grade retention

By DAWN HANKINS

State Rep. Pat Marsh and
State Sen. Shane Reeves
were guests at last Thurs-
day’s regular Bedford
County Board of Education
meeting, where they an-
nounced to some of their
constituents that the infa-
mous third grade retention
law has been studied and
somewhat revised.

Last spring, the House
passed a bill on 82-15 vote.
Among the changes, the
bill would take another
benchmark test into ac-
count when considering
retention, streamline the
retention appeals process,
and track summer school,
tutoring, and retention
data to allow the state to
measure the policy’s suc-
cess.

Speaker Pro Tem Marsh
said this demonstrates that
when legislators, educators
and parents work togeth-
er for a common purpose,
things work well.

During a visit from
Marsh and Reeves last
year, the school board was
informed that 3rd graders
were going to have to meet
or exceed certain state ex-
pectations on TN Ready
tests in reading or possi-
bly be held back. Parents

hit social media and used
any other venues to express
their concerns.

Educators were also
alarmed of the repercus-
sions of such a law, based
on comments during last
year’s board meeting. Some
educators then estimated
hundreds of local students
could have been potential-
ly held back, due to the 3rd
grade retention law in its
infancy.

Summer schools were
held this year. Marsh said
reports show that students
have done well in proficien-
cy this year.

Legislators have since
leaned off a bit of the reten-
tion law, due to some of the
parental and educational
backlash. More Bench-
mark tests will factor into
the equation. Students who
score proficiency on TCAP
and are in the 50 percentile
for the additional Bench-
mark test will get to move
on to 4th grade, as long as
summer school and or tu-
toring is in place for that
student.

Parents of children pos-
sibly facing retention in
3rd grade were allowed
to appeal. One local par-
ent said she appealed and
the state accepted for her
child to move on to fourth

grade--due to her child’s
overall grades being in the
higher percentile, despite
her reading difficulties last
school year.

The parent told the
Times-Gazette, off the re-
cord, “I feel the Tennessee
retention law unfairly pi-
geonholes academics into
one multiple choice test
that can be affected by var-
ious factors in a student’s
life and omits previous aca-
demic progress and Bench-
mark scores, except as a
last resort.”

During his recent vis-
it with the school board,
Marsh also announced he
will be running for re-elec-
tion in 2024 in an effort
to hold on to his long-held
state seat as representative.
Marsh and Reeves repre-
sent Bedford County.

Marsh’s background
in this City go way back.
In 1973, Marsh moved
to Shelbyville and joined
Goggin Truck Line — a
small company with six
tractors and twelve trail-
ers. He worked his way
up and eventually bought
the company. Goggin ex-
panded to 500 tractors and
1,000 trailers while em-
ploying over 1,000 people.
He sold the company and
started a trucking com-

pany, Big G Express, with
his brother Jack in 1995.
Pat was elected in October
of 2009 in a special elec-
tion to represent the 62nd
District. In 2021, he was
selected by his fellow state
House members to serve
in the role of Speaker Pro
Tempore for the 112th Gen-
eral. He also serves on the
Health, State Government,
Transportation, and Calen-
dar and Rules Committees.

He and his wife, Mary,
reside in Shelbyville and
they have 2 married sons
and several grandchildren.

During their visit, Reeves
and Marsh also discussed
the State of the State, pro-
viding fiscal year figures
which the Tennessee State
Legislature has used to its
advantage by producing
growth in the state, partic-
ularly in the areas of educa-
tion.

Marsh discussed the
new Tennessee College of
Applied Technology-Shel-
byville facility which has
broken ground. In addi-
tion, he said the state is
pumping billions of dollars
into TCAT facilities across
the state.

“We plan to improve 16 . .
. replace 7,” said Marsh.

Area Events

Shelbyville’s Hallow-
een Havoc

Saturday, Oct. 28, 1 to 3
p.m., and 7to 9 p.m.

Event by Monster Truck
Wars

Cooper Steel Arena, 720
Celebration Drive

For tickets, go to event.at-
tendstar.com

Fall Festival

Tuesday, Oct. 31 5:30 to
7:30 p.m.

First Baptist Church Shel-
byville

304 E. Depot Street

Free event. Inflatables,
games

Trunk or Treats
Sunday, Oct. 29

2 p.m. Halls Mill Market
871 Halls Mill Road

ADVERTISING SALES

Position: Advertising Sales Representa-

tive

Newton Nissan
Sunday, Oct. 29

3to5p.m.
2801 Highway 231-North

Boys & Girls Club
Tuesday, Oct. 31
1055 Madison Street
6:30 to 8:30 p.m.

Boo & Brew Street Fes-
tival
Saturday, Oct. 28

4to 8 p.m.

Chili dog contest, car show
Sponsored by Historic Up-
town Shelbyville

Design & Style Studio

Chamber of Commerce
Event

Annual Holiday Mixer
Blue Ribbon Circle

5to 7:30 p.m.

Tuesday, Nov . 21

SPORTS EDITOR

Position: Sports Editor

Job Description:

Job Description:

The Shelbyville Times-Gazette is looking for a
motivated and results-driven Advertising Sales
Representative to join our team. As an Advertis-
ing Sales Representative, you will be responsi-
ble for generating advertising revenue by selling
print and digital advertising solutions to local
businesses.

Key Responsibilities:

e Prospect and acquire new advertising
clients through cold calling and network-
ing.

Maintain and grow relationships with
existing clients.
Understand clients’ advertising needs
and develop customized advertising
solutions.
Prepare and present advertising propos-
als and contracts.
Collaborate with the creative team to cre-
ate effective ad campaigns.
Meet or exceed monthly and quarterly
sales targets.
Keep up-to-date with industry trends
and competitive offerings.
Qualifications:
Proven sales experience, preferably in
advertising or media sales.
Strong communication and negotiation
skills.
Goal-oriented and self-motivated with a
passion for sales.
Knowledge of the local business commu-
nity in Shelbyville, TN.
Proficiency in digital advertising and
marketing concepts.
Valid driver’s license and access to a reli-
able vehicle.
To apply:
Email your resume and cover letter to daniel@t-g.
com
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