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THANKSGIVING

By DAWN HANKINS
dawn@t-g.com

Writing is a gift for C. Rick Vella
Something 
for which 
he is truly 
thankful

By DAWN HANKINS
dawn@t-g.com

Jesus said, “And the King shall 
answer and say unto them, Veri-
ly I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye 
have done it unto one of the least 
of these my brethren, ye have 
done it unto me.” (Matthew 25:40 
KJV.)

Members of Scott Chapel Unit-
ed Methodist Church at 940 Mor-
ton St., note through their food 
pantry, they believe they are in-
vesting in their community. But 
most importantly, they say they 
are investing in the kingdom of 
God.

Scott’s Seasoned With a Touch 
of Salt Food Pantry has turned 
into a real act of mission work, 
members note. Scott Chapel UMC 
pastor Virginia Yeargins said the 
church has been blessed to serve 
approximately 100 families. 

The pastor mentioned some 
members,working  behind the 
scenes, include: Barbara Draine, 
Stella Akins , Joann Frazier, Joe 
Bonner, Kimberly Harvey, John 
Singleton, Marilyn Ewing and 
Drew Harvey.

The next food pantry will be 
Dec. 16 (flyer in this issue.) This 
will be the last food pantry at the 
church until March.

Scott Chapel UMC spreads 
holiday cheer with food drive

Members of Scott United Methodist Church, from left, Pastor Virginia Yeargins, Myra Bonner, and Azyah 
Frazier.

Local author C. Rick Vella says he’s truly 
thankful this Thanksgiving and all year long.
This former Shelbyville resident says he 

recently released his second children’s book, 
“The notorious ROCKEATER of Rutledge 
Falls.” Vella had the opportunity to do a 
reading at Shelbyville-Bedford County Public 
Library on Saturday.

The second book is fictional and set in a place 
much like the real Rutledge Falls of Coffee 
County. The falls area, he notes, was his inspi-
ration for the rockeater.
But before discussing his book, this Tullaho-

ma resident talked with the T-G about other 
reasons he’s so thankful. He’s had numerous 
health issues, including a rare liver disorder. 
But with medicine, treatments and alternative 

C. Rick Vella visited Shelbyville-Bed-
ford County Public Library on Saturday 
for a reading   of his latest children’s 
book, “The notorious ROCKEATER of 
Rutledge Falls.” Getting her own copy 
of the book was Cascade Elementary 
student Avery Cottrell.
C. Rick Vella used the Rutledge Falls 
area of Coffee County as his inspira-
tion for his latest children’s book char-
acter. T-G Photos by Dawn Hankins

THE NOTORIOUS 
ROCKEATER

“I will praise God’s name in song and 
glorify him with thanksgiving.” Psalm 
69:30

Thanksgiving is a wonderful time to 
praise God in song and thank Him for 
His many blessings.  It is time for fami-
lies to share love to one another, despite 
short-comings.

From the homeless to the rich, God 
blesses each one within the will of his 
goodness.

Psalm 145:18-19: “The Lord is good to 
all, and his mercy is over all that he has 
made.”

Psalm 145:18-19  “The Lord is near 
to all who call on him, to all who call 
on him in truth. He fulfills the desire of 
those who fear him; he also hears their 
cry and saves them.”

No one should ever discount them-
selves on Thanksgiving, or any time 
of the year, if God is their refuge and 
strength.

Sometime the holidays can be a tough 
time emotionally for those having lost. 
We have all experienced loss in different 
ways.

There are wonderful counselors avail-
able in this area for those who may be 
feeling alone and afraid. Some that come 
to mind are Branches and Centerstone.

There is above all, The Heavenly Fa-
ther, who has blessed all of us in 2023 in 
some way. Put pen to paper, you will see.

So don’t be afraid, God is with us. 
Even in the trials of the world, today. 

So, this Thanksgiving, know you are 
not alone. You are loved by The One. 

“Little children, you are from God 
and have overcome them, for he who is 
in you is greater than he who is in the 
world.” — 1 John 4:4, ESV

Let us think beyond ourselves this 
Thanksgiving and remember those who 
need love. After all, Jesus commanded 
us to “love one another.” That means not 
just during the holidays, but each day of 
the year.

Have a very blessed Thanksgiving.

A time 
to share 
love
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The residents of Birch  
Street have spoken
Council stands behind constituents

Favorite Fruits

Call 1-833-334-5974 to order item 291X
or Visit HaleGroves.com/H4YH33

Order Item #291X Only $24.99* (reg. $37.99) plus $7.99 shipping & handling. 
Satisfaction completely guaranteed. � is gift ships in December at the peak of 

freshness. Order by Dec. 17, 2023 for GUARANTEED Christmas delivery.  
AZ, CA, TX & LA order by Dec. 14, 2023.

Fruit so fresh, it’s still on the
tree when you order!
Our best-loved citrus and orchard fruits.

•  2 Grove Navels Juicy, tangy-sweet, and seedless: the world’s #1 orange!
•   1 Ruby Red Grapefruit So sweet, they never need sugar.
•  2 Honey-Sweet Tangerines Heavenly sweet and easy to peel. Kids love them!
•  2 Petite Red Navels Gorgeous red � esh with berry undertones.
• 2 Petite Golden Navels Snack-sized versions of the beloved classic.
• 2 Pears Juicy, creamy, and perfectly ripe.
• 2 Orchard Fresh Apples Crispy and fragrant with the sweet taste of fall.

What a gift – our most popular high-quality citrus and orchard fruits in one 
delicious assortment! Handpicked to order so it’s always fresh and perfect.

Since 1947. 
Hale Groves, Vero Beach, 
FL 32966

IC:  H4YH33

Picked, packed & shipped
with care from the Grove

High in vitamins & antioxidants

SAVE 34%
Reg. Price $37.99

ONLY

$2499*

Special, limited-
time offer!

Call now and

SAVE 34%!
*Plus $7.99 handling per pack to the 48 contiguous states. 

Limited time o� er, good while supplies last. 
Not valid with any other o� er. Limit 5 boxes per customer.

Shelbyville City Hall will 
be closed on Thursday, Nov. 
23 and Friday, Nov. 24 in 
observance of Thanksgiv-
ing. Thursday’s trash will 
be picked up on Monday, 
Nov. 27, with Monday’s reg-
ular route.
Bedford County Govern-

ment will be closed until 

Monday, Nov. 27, in ob-
servance of the Thanksgiv-
ing holiday. The financial 
management committee 
meets 4:15 p.m., Tuesday, 
Nov. 28, in Room 110 of the 
business complex on Dover 
Street. The meeting is also 
streamed on YouTube.

Birch Street residents 
spoke up on Thursday 
during the rescheduled City 
Council meeting. Several 
gave what seemed to be log-
ical reasons why they felt a 
resolution for annexation 
for 1418 Birch Street should 
fail.

On the agenda for this 
rescheduled Council meet-
ing was a resolution, on 
first reading, adopting 
a Plan of Services for an 
area proposed for annex-
ation--36.83 (+/-) acre 
tract of land located at 1418 
Birch Street, on the north 
side of Wartrace Pike, and 
referenced on Bedford 
County Tax Map 090, Par-
cel 122.00. The proposal 
was to annex by owner con-
sent and to be Incorporated 
within the boundaries of 
the City of Shelbyville. 

The 1418 Birch St., prop-
erty is owned by Robert and 
Nicole Allison, according 
to the meeting agenda. A 
second part of the resolu-
tion was to annex the same 
property within the bound-
aries of the City. 

Council listened to the 
residents during the des-
ignated public comments 
portion of the City Council 
meeting. Each representa-
tive, which included resi-
dents like the Rev. Timothy 
Holton, who said his home 
had generational signifi-
cance, had 3 minutes to give 
their comments. 

Holton said his property, 
like most on Birch Street, 
was older and had once be-
longed to his grandparents. 
But he said greater issues 
with potential development 
surrounds the current in-
frastructure.

“We have some traffic is-
sues as well . . . really more 
than that road can already 

handle,” said Holton.
Other residents talked 

about the potential issues 
with development on the 
property, with several men-
tioning there is a lot of rock. 
So, the neighborhood has 
expressed alarm at the po-
tential for blasting in the 
area-that which can off-set 
current  home foundations.

Some cited previous 
flooding issues in the area, 
as a reason for concern. An-
other said traffic woes and 
sewer problems should be 
considered before approv-
ing such a resolution.

Council did not respond 
to any of the public com-
ments. But, judging by the 
immediate vote, without 
discussion, Council was at-
tentive to the homeowners’ 
concerns.

Councilman William 
Christie (4th Ward) made 
the motion for Council not 
to approve the resolution. 
Councilperson Marilyn Ew-
ing seconded. 

Ewing (second ward) also 
made the motion not to ap-
prove the second portion of 
the resolution. Councilman 
Gary Haile (third ward) 
seconded that motion. 

Councilpersons Bobby 
Turnbow (Ward 6) and 
Stephanie Isaacs (Ward 5) 
were absent from Thurs-
day’s meeting, but there 
was still a Council quorum, 
as four of six members were 
present.

Representing the prop-
erty owners, local realtor 
Harold Segroves told Coun-
cil it would seem they would 
want to annex the property, 
mainly to have control over 
what happens to the acre-
age.

Segroves said, like most, 
all the Allisons want to do is 
maximize their property at 
1418 Birch St. “If I were the 
City of Shelbyville, I would 
say yes,” said Segroves. 
“Otherwise, you’re going to 
leave up to the County the 
future of the property.”

County Commissioners 
Adam Thomas and Bill An-
derson spoke on behalf of 
the Birch Street residents. 
They spoke against poten-
tial annexation of the Birch 
Street property, noting 
Council should listen to the 
residents, not necessari-
ly those wanting to “make 
money.”

Landowner Beth Woo-
ten was one of the last to 
speak during the public 
comments. She said she 
had attended a previous 
City Planning Commission 
meeting on the potential 
annexation.

She said a slide show 
from the planning com-
mission showed her 4 acres 
at 1725 Wartrace Pike as a 
little triangle at the bottom 
of the map. She said how-
ever, she lives adjacent to 
1418 Birch Street property, 
which is currently wooded.

Wooten said she realiz-
es Thursday’s meeting was 
only to consider annex-
ation, not future develop-
ment. But with a sigh, she 
added, “We all know where 
this is going.”

In essence, the unani-
mous “no” votes by the four 
Council members caused 
the resolution to completely 
fail. So, it will not appear on 
Council agenda next month 
as a public hearing. 

SORRY WE ARECLOSED

Closings for 
Thanksgiving 
holiday

VELLA� From page 1

health methods/diet, he 
says he’s learning how to 
better care for his health 
and feels he’s growing 
stronger each day.
When he reads to chil-

dren’s groups, Vella likes 
to make the book exciting. 
For example, a great page 
is when the Rockeater says 
with a deep, gravelly voice 
(pun intended) “What are 
you? Please tell me your 
name.” (He has met a little 
boy by the name of Levi, 
who is determined to be 
brave.)
He says that his first book, 

“The Silly Situation that 

made Samuel Smile,” was 
based on some of his life 
experiences. “Do you strug-
gle with smiling? Well, here 
is a silly must read account 
for you! Samuel seldomly 
smiles. 
Vella notes that writing 

became his passion early 
on, so he chose to write 
stories for kids rather 
than adults. “Children are 
the perfect audience for 
creative stories, as their 
imaginations are bound-
less and it’s exciting to be 
able to see things from 
their perspective. Writing 
for children also gives me 

the chance to make them 
laugh or provide some-
thing they can relate to and 
that brings such joy to my 
heart.”
The “Silly Situation that 

Made Samuel Smile” is an 
alliteration book featuring 
the sensational letter “S” 
that tells the story of what 
made Samuel, a very seri-
ous sloth, turn his frown 
upside down. 
The “Notorious Rockeater 

of Rutledge Falls” is a tale 
of a young lad named Levi 
who learns the importance 
of bravery and how his 
actions may affect those 

around him. 
If these descriptions 

catch your attention, Vella 
encourages readers to give 
his books a read. The illus-
trations by Sara Andrews 
are as well captivating for 
young audiences.
Be sure to also give this 

author a follow on Insta-
gram and Facebook. Vella 
gives tips on getting kiddos 
to gain an appreciation for 
reading. He also provides 
tip on how to learn more 
about children’s literacy. 
Both of Vella’s books, also 

in Kindle format, can be 
found at Amazon.com.
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A positive city council meeting
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Seek the Truth

SEN. BLACKBURN

OPINION

The Senate Judiciary Committee 
Democrats’ assault on the Supreme 
Court continues to escalate. In their 
latest attempt to undermine the court, 
Judiciary Committee Chairman Sen-
ator Dick Durbin (D-Ill.) convened a 
hearing to move forward to subpoena 
friends of Justices Alito and Thomas. 
However, when I offered amendments 
to their subpoenas, Democrats backed 
down from their threats – for now. 
Despite their supposed reverence for 
our nation’s institutions, Democrats 
have continuously worked to delegit-
imize the Supreme Court. For years, 
they have been trying to pack the 
court with liberal justices who will do 
their bidding. Since they couldn’t ac-
complish that goal, Democrats, with 
the help of their media allies, are try-
ing to slander conservative justices as 
corrupt. This will not stand. 

While Democrats say otherwise on 
camera, many of them hold our na-
tion’s institutions in contempt. They 
care about one thing above all else: 
power. When Democrats realized they 
didn’t have the votes to expand the 
Supreme Court from 9 to 13 Justices, 
they chose another path of attack: def-
amation. This isn’t about ethics – it’s 
about Democrats trying to undermine 
the nation’s highest court. They are 
demonstrating once again that when 
they don’t get their way, they try to 
bend the rules. 

If Democrats cared about our insti-
tutions, such as the Supreme Court, 
they would have protected the justices 
who were threatened by far-left activ-
ists protesting at their homes. Where 
was Biden’s Department of Justice 
when leftists were using intimida-
tion tactics in order to coerce the Su-

preme Court to rule in 
a way that forwards the 
left-wing agenda? Even 
following an assassina-
tion attempt on Justice 
Brett Kavanaugh, Dem-
ocrats refused to take 
concrete action to pro-
tect our justices, such 
as passing my Protect-
ing Our Supreme Court 
Justices Act. 

In their attempts to 
smear Justices Clar-
ence Thomas and Sam-
uel Alito, Democrats 
planned to issue subpoenas for Re-
publican donors Harlan Crow and 
Robin Arkley, along with Leonard 
Leo, a conservative legal activist. 
Democrats particularly despise Leo 
because he is Co-Chairman of the 
conservative law group the Federalist 
Society. They allege that Thomas and 
Alito failed to disclose various trips 
they were invited on and gifts they 
were given. All of this despite the fact 
that the allegations against Thom-
as and Alito have been debunked. 
Instead, why don’t Senators Durbin 
and Sheldon Whitehouse (D-RI) in-
vestigate Justice Sonia Sotomayor? 
If they were interested in playing 
fair, they wouldn’t ignore the fact that 
the Justice’s taxpayer-funded staff 
allegedly pressured public institu-
tions where she has spoken to buy 
her books, which have raked in at 
least $3.7 million since she joined the 
bench. Moreover, Sotomayor refused 
to recuse herself in two copyright in-
fringement cases regarding her book 
publisher. Since Democrats won’t 
initiate an investigation into this, I 

will. I filed an amend-
ment issuing subpoenas 
to Sotomayor’s staff and 
her publisher in order to 
get to the bottom of this.

We shouldn’t  stop 
with Justice Sotomayor. 
In order to expose to the 
American people where 
Democrats stand on tru-
ly acting in the country’s 
best interest, I proposed 
an amendment to sub-
poena Jeffrey Epstein’s 
estate in order to obtain 
the f light logs for his 

private plane. We need to get to the 
bottom of the trafficking and sexual 
abuse allegations surrounding Ep-
stein and his partners. If Democrats 
are sincere in seeking full transpar-
ency, they will stand with me in this 
endeavor. 

The Supreme Court is its own inde-
pendent, co-equal branch of govern-
ment. Congress neither has the right 
nor the obligation to interfere with the 
Court’s procedures. The Court can de-
cide its own ethics standards, which 
it just recently did. The Framers in-
tended for the Court to stay above 
the fray of partisan politics; thus, it is 
essential we protect it from becoming 
yet another partisan institution wea-
ponized by the Left. I will continue to 
defend the integrity of Justices Alito 
and Thomas as well as the Supreme 
Court as a whole. And I will not allow 
Democrats, in an effort to appease 
their radical left-wing base, to weap-
onize the Judiciary Committee in or-
der to destroy one of our most sacred 
institutions.

In response to Democrats’ Attack on the 
Supreme Court, I’m recommending subpoenas

Submitted by Bedford County 
Government

In response to questions from 
members at the November 14 Board 
of Commissioners meeting, Bedford 
County Mayor Chad Graham has 
released documents related to the 
employment of Jeff Sweeney as the 
county’s owner representative for 
construction projects.

Sweeney receives an annual re-
tainer as well as a payment of 0.85 
percent of the cost of major projects. 
He serves as the county’s representa-
tive, making sure that the work done 
by the architects and contractors 
meets the county’s expectations.

“Having an owner representative 
involved, right from the very outset 
of a project, has saved us money,” 
said Graham. “Jeff Sweeney is a for-
mer county commissioner, with the 
interests of the county in mind, and 
the 0.85 percent fee is well below 
market value.”

Graham said his office believes in 
transparency and open government 
and would gladly have shared in-
formation about Sweeney’s employ-
ment with any commissioner who 
had asked his office for it prior to 
the meeting.

Some of the ways Sweeney has 
saved the county money include:

BEDFORD COUNTY JUSTICE 
COMPLEX

• When the county was considering 
postponing a portion of the project 
to save money, Sweeney noted that 
it would cost the county much more, 
$750,000, to add that space as a sep-
arate project in three years. Instead, 
it made the most financial sense to 
build the structure all at once.

• Sweeney forced the architect, 
contractor and subcontractors to 
warranty all of the HVAC system for 

an additional four years while the 
HVAC engineer redesigned the units 
at no cost to the county, saving the 
taxpayers $100,000.

• Sweeney constructed a service 
building for 30 percent less than 
the general contractor had planned 
to charge, saving the taxpayers 
$55,000;

• Sweeney mitigated drainage de-
sign and elevation, saving the tax-
payers $45,000.

• Sweeney renegotiated the archi-
tect’s fees downward, saved the tax-
payers $35,000 with a change to the 
planned flooring.

• Required the architect to design 
a collapsible filing system in order to 
save space for the project

NEW WING AT COMMUNITY 
HIGH SCHOOL

• Sweeney required the contractor 
and architect, rather than the tax-
payers, to pay for multiple mistakes 
which would have cost $70,000 to 
repair. He required a contractor to 
replace flooring twice, due to flawed 
installation, at the contractor’s ex-
pense.

• He required a reworking of the 
roof, which did not match the col-
or of the existing building, a cost of 
$60,000 which the taxpayers did not 
have to pay.

CASCADE HIGH SCHOOL
• During the final walkthrough, 

Sweeney identified multiple issues 
that needed to be addressed, such as 
warped doors, inadequate insulation 
in the auditorium, and roof flashing  
issues. The floor issue alone would 
have cost the taxpayers $800,000 
to repair.

• Sweeney rev iewed multiple 
change orders that were determined 
to be the contractor’s

responsibility, not the taxpayers’. 
These totaled more than $100,000.

• Sweeney had discrepancies in 
the school’s parking and drainage 
repaired at no expense to the tax-
payers.

CARTWRIGHT ELEMENTA-
RY SCHOOL

Sweeney worked with architects 
and engineers to reduce the footprint 
of the building by 10,000 square feet. 
He had geothermal heating and cool-
ing removed from the project due to 
long-term problems that have been 
seen with such projects in the past.

During the construction project, 
Sweeney has been on site weekly to 
make sure the school system, and 
the taxpayers, are getting what they 
are paying for, checking construction 
quality, and helping ensure the proj-
ect stays on track.

OTHER PROJECTS
• Sweeney ensured that the renova-

tion of the second and third floors of 
Bedford County Courthouse Annex 
was completed on time and within 
budget, allowing two fee offices to 
move out of rental space elsewhere.

• Sweeney relocated Bedford Coun-
ty Archives storage into the archives 
building on North Main Street near 
the courthouse.

“I think we’re extremely fortunate 
to have someone with Jeff Sweeney’s 
experience and knowhow, and his 
love of the county, in this position, 
and I believe he is worth every cent 
he’s been paid,” said Graham. “His 
work has resulted in a net benefit to 
the taxpayers.”

The mayor urged citizens with 
further questions to reach out to his 
office, 931-684-7944.

The T-G “Issues” column does not 
always have to be about negative 
points in government or the com-
munity. In fact, this week, I’m in the 
holiday spirit and I’m going to list 
some positives which came from 
Thursday’s Shelbyville City Council 
meeting.

We welcome anyone who has a 
pertinent issue which will have an 
impact on the local community to 
submit to the Times-Gazette.

Right off, I’d like to celebrate with 

City Council as the much needed 
three firemen have been hired, at 
a cost of $78,000 each (including 
benefits) at the Highway 231 North 
Station. This has been a long time 
coming. Sadly, state Safety grants 
have not worked out for the City in 
the past.

Shelbyville will also be getting a 
new property maintenance inspec-
tor to add to its codes department. 
Council is excited, because this per-
son will hopefully help them clean 
up some deteriorating areas of town.

Animal ordinances have been 
tightened up. More news coming 
on that.

Because this was a matter of public 
record, I do feel we should mention 
that for lack of motion, the proposal 
for an assistant city manager has 
failed. We are hoping that because 
some councilpersons were absent, 
this might be revisited. It would be 
nice for City Manager Scott Collins 
to spend a little more time on City 
economic development.

For the most part, it was a pro-
ductive Shelbyville City Council 
meeting. Just ask the people who 
live on Birch Street. (See story on 
today’s front page.) They are resting 
better, tonight, no doubt, due to their 
victory.

DANIEL RICHARDSON
daniel@t-g.com

Sometimes in this busi-
ness I am given access one 
way or another to informa-
tion that I can’t share. There 
are other things that I tech-
nically am allowed to share, 
but in the grand scheme 
of things it is better for all 
involved if I choose not to 
share. And that makes it 
hard to communicate some 
important things that many 
people should, you might 
say, “have a right to know.”

In this newspaper and in 
all newspapers, it is our re-
sponsibility to tell the truth, 
as well as it can be told, to 
those interested in hear-
ing (or reading) it.  There 
is a little effort due on the 
reader’s part in receiving 
the truth. At the very least, 
they must read the news, or 
have it read to them. Then 
they must process the infor-
mation to accurately fit it in 
with their existing knowl-
edge. They also, in my opin-
ion, have an obligation to 
themselves and to society 
to weigh the credibility of 
the story and of the source 
and consider what evidence 
is presented. 

In the same way, God and 
nature make truth available 
to be known. This encom-
passes several domains, 
most obviously in the na-
ture sciences. But just be-
cause the truth is available 
to be known does not mean 
that many, or even any, 
will put in the time and ef-
fort and contemplation to 
bring the truth to their own 
knowledge. 

This concept is as true 
in human interaction as it 
is in biology or chemistry, 
if more complicated and 
harder to grasp. A life of in-
teraction and relationships 
with other people is a puz-
zle. Some people seem to 
be more naturally able than 
others to put some of the 
pieces together, but no one 
understands it complete-
ly. But the truth of another 
person… who they are, what 
they value, what they give… 
is available to be known by 
those who are interested 
enough to take the time to 
discover it. 

Just like with the news 
stories within the pages of 
this newspaper, there are 
those who will put forth the 
effort to know the truth as 
well as it can be known to 
them. There are also those 
who will take the gossip in-
stead. It is easier, after all, 
and certainly more enter-
taining, to take the gossip. 
Then there are those who 
will take the hearsay, filter 
it through their own biases 
and snap judgements, and 
tell everyone in their circle 
their “improved” version of 

the truth. 
My challenge to the read-

er is to accept that there are 
many things you don’t know 
and can’t know. You have to 
make peace with that fact, 
or the hyper-awareness of 
your ignorance will eat you 
alive. And, while you must, 
at some level, come to peace 
with your ignorance, see 
it for the monster that it 
is, and beware of the dam-
age it can do if left totally 
unchecked. Close the gaps 
where you can, but only 
with truth. Be watchful for 
ignorance to attempt to fill 
its own gaps. See it for what 
it is. 

To close, I’d like to in-
clude the “Call of Wisdom” 
from Prov.1: 20-33 (NKJV).

Wisdom calls aloud out-
side; 

She raises her voice in the 
open square. 

She cries out in the chief 
concourses,

At the openings of the 
gates in the city

She speaks her words: 
“How long, you simple 

ones, will you love simplic-
ity? 

For scorners delight in 
their scorning,

And fools hate knowl-
edge. 

Turn at my rebuke; 
Surely I will pour out my 

spirit on you;
I will make my words 

known to you. 
Because I have called and 

you refused,
I have stretched out my 

hand and no one regarded,
Because  you disdained 

all my counsel,
And would have none of 

my rebuke,
I also will laugh at your 

calamity;
I will mock when your 

terror comes,
When your terror comes 

like a storm, 
And your destruction 

comes like a whirlwind,
When distress and an-

guish come upon you. 

“Then they will call on 
me, but I will not answer;

They will seek me dili-
gently, but they will not find 
me. 

Because they hated 
knowledge

And did not choose the 
fear of the Lord,

They would have non of 
my counsel And despised 
my every rebuke. 

Therefore they shall eat 
the fruit of their own way, 

And be filled to the full 
with their own fancies. 

For the turning away of 
the simple will slay them,

And the complacency of 
fools will destroy them;

But whoever listens to me 
will dwell safely,

And will be secure, with-
out fear of evil.”

Owner representative saves taxpayer funds
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Shelbyville Central High 
School (SCHS) Class of 
1962 celebrated its 60th 
reunion on Saturday, Sept. 
30, in the fellowship hall of 
the First United Methodist 
Church in Shelbyville.  The 
reunion was celebrated 
over a year late after being 
postponed due to the Covid 
pandemic.  Not to be out-
done, 70 classmates, spous-
es, and guests gathered to 
celebrate another milestone 
in the millennium since 
their graduation. 

Members of the reunion 
committee were Alben Sim-
mons – Chair – Planning 
and Promotions; Betsy Dar-
nell Bobo – Finances and 
Scheduling; Sharon Shelton 
McDonald and Mary Ruth 
Simmons (SCHS Class of 
’63 and Alben’s wife) – Re-
ception and Arrangements 
& Decor;  Johnny Cortner 
and Glen Williams – Setup 
and Closure; and Anne Gor-
don Sanders – Contacts and 
Notifications.  

Festivities began at 10 
a.m. at the entrance to the 
former Shelbyville Cen-
tral High School on Elm 
Street where classmates 
and guests gathered and 
were greeted by the reunion 
committee.  Simmons offi-
cially welcomed the class-
mates to their reunion and 
then gave the dedication 
for the historical marker for 
the school.  The marker was 
funded by donations from 
class members and provid-
ed by the Bedford County 
Historical Society.  

The Class of ’62 present-
ed the historical marker to 
Glenda King who repre-
sented the King Family, the 
present building owners of 
the Garland King Museum.  
The marker is a memorial 
to all of those who passed 
through the school’s hal-
lowed halls, especially the 
Class of ‘62, and further, 
to mark the school as an 
historical site in the histo-
ry and heritage of Bedford 
County.

After the dedication, the 
class toured the school 
while reminiscing with their 
classmates.  Later, the class 
re-convened at the church 
where they registered and 
updated contact informa-
tion, received ID tags and 
reunion programs, and re-
ceived swag bags of school-
themed novelties.  After an 
extended “meet-and-greet” 
of renewing friendships and 
sharing high school experi-
ences, Simmons called the 
gathering to order at noon 
and reviewed the reunion 
agenda.  He asked class-
mates to review the special 
displays of school memo-
rabilia and the “Forever In 
Our Hearts” memorial to 
those classmates who had 
passed away.  

A catered buffet luncheon 
was served amid continued 
reveling about old times at 
Central High.  After lunch, 
Simmons gave a Power-
point* program entitled, 
“Our School ~ SCHS / Our 
Class ~ 1962.”  The program 
included a review and his-

tory of Shelbyville Central 
High School facilities, and 
a “Memories” review about 
their high school teachers 
and school events involv-
ing members of the class.  
He recognized those class 
members who served in the 
military and thanked them 
for their service; these in-
cluded Pat Ray, Jim Boney, 
Jack Shearon, and Larry 
Pyrdom.  

Simmons expressed ap-
preciation to the 50 mem-
bers of the class who do-
nated funds to the SCHS 
historical marker.  Harry 
Craddock, Jim Boney. Da-
vid Segroves, and Ben Phil-
lips received copies of the 
Historical Society’s book, 
Postcard Memories of Bed-
ford County,” for making 
special donations to assure 
the marker met its funding 
goal.  He also recognized 
Frank and Betsy Bobo for 
helping throughout the re-
union planning as well as 
helping install the historical 
marker at the school. 

Simmons concluded the 
program by recognizing the 
reunion committee mem-
bers and expressing appre-
ciation for their diligence 
and patience in organizing 
and staging the gathering.  
He especially recognized his 
wife, Mary Ruth, for meal 
arrangements and the blue-
and-gold school color deco-
rations in the church. (See 
Pix 6)  Finally, he thanked 
all the class members for 
attending and keeping the 
Class of ‘62 spirit “alive and 

thriving.”
In closing, Simmons gave 

a final salute to the class 
with a poem entitled “A 
Trip Down Memory Lane,” 
which contrasted the at-
tributes of society in 1962 
with the norms and atti-
tudes in today’s culture.  
Festivities concluded at 4 
p.m. with final well wish-
es and fond farewells, and 
the expectation of meeting 
again in 2027 for reunion 
number 65. 

SCHS Class of 1962 
Holds 60th Reunion

SCHS CLASS OF 1962 - 60th Reunion Attendees at SCHS entrance with historical marker at left. Front Row:  Johnny Cortner, Jim 
Boney, Karen Thompson Foldy, Judy Ward Couser, Kenneth Housch, Flen Williams, Charlene Wood Smith, Linda Webb Knowles, 
Jerry Shelton Second Row:  Terry Shofner, Linda Smith Smith, Brenda Smith Russell, Bill Trollinger, Larry Hasty, Jeanette Hayes Hud-
son, Ann Henslee Rollins, Mary Chase Gore Third Row:  Karen Alcorn Thomas. Doris Rutledge Turrentine, Anne Gordon Sanders, 
Janice Curlee Robertson, Connie Gowen, Ann Norris Nease, Bette Saunders Christian, Sharon Shelton McDonald, Charles Jones 
Fourth Row:  Al Simmons, Judy Wheat Wood, Ann Sanders Baldwin, Joe Gray, Carey Gates Thomas Hinds, Carol McLean Crouse, 
Belita Nelson Reed, Harry Craddock, Jack Shearon Back Row:  David Segroves, Larry Prydom, Betsy Darnell Bobo, Carolyn May 
Beasley, Leonard Donegan, Joe Paul Moore 

SCHS Reunion, blue and gold table décor with attendee swag 
bags

The SCHS Class of 1962 historical marker at the entrance of the 
former high school building.

SCHS Class of ‘62 reunion committee with decorations at FUMC Fellowship Hall. From left, Alben 
Simmons, Mary Ruth Simmons, Betsy Darnell Bobo, Glen Williams, Sharon Shelton McDonald, 
Johnny Cortner, Anne Gordon Sanders

Call 731-261-8325 
to schedule your free quote!
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Bedford County School District is grateful that for the third year, the Christmas in July Horse Show 
chose as its recipient Bedford County Schools. Show managers Carol Missildine and Denny Rus-
sell (not pictured) donated $2,000 to support the Christmas programs at schools for economically 
disadvantaged children. From left, Missildine and Thomas Magnet school counselor (representing 
BCS), Maria Bobo.

JULY HORSE SHOW BENEFITS STUDENTS

Community High School Crim-
inal Justice-I students recently 
competed in an in-program 
finger printing application com-
petition. This career skill is 
primarily used by correctional 
officers who serve in a local 
jail or state and federal prison.  
Abagale Martinez placed first, 
Ethan Eynon placed second 
and Riley Wesbrooks placed 
third. From left, Principal Rob-
ert Ralston, Abagale Marti-
nez, Ethan Eynon, and Riley 
Wesbrooks. Instructor is Chris 
Hobbs.

Abagale Martinez and Ethan 
Eynon placed respectively first 
and second for their in-pro-
gram finger printing application 
skills in a recent competition.

LEARNING TO 
FINGER PRINT

Tennessee School Boards 
Association (TSBA) recent-
ly named five outstanding 
school board members 
to its 2023 All Tennessee 
School Board. One of those 
was Bedford County’s own, 
Michael Cook, who serves 
as local chair.

Members of the board 
were selected by a panel of 
judges. The following are 
the criteria for this award:

- Must have achieved 
Level IV in the TSBA board 
award program

- Quality of service with 
emphasis on the previous 
12 months

- Participation in board 
development activities with 
emphasis on the previous 
12 months

- Specific accomplish-
ments of the local board of 
education during the nomi-
nee’s term on the board

- Leadership activities at 
the local, regional or state 
level

Bedford County Superin-
tendent of Schools Tammy 
Garrett said of Cook, “He 
is a great manager and mo-
tivator of people. He has 
excellent business sense, 
tying together the needs of 
education with successful 
business strategies.”

Bedford County Schools 
is a district of 15, which is 
committed to the academ-
ic and personal success of 
each child and serves over 
9,000 students. For more 
information visit www.bed-
fordk12tn.com.

Garrett added, “On behalf 

of Bedford County Schools, 
I extend congratulations to 
Mr. Cook and all of these 
deserving award recipients. 
We are so proud to have 
individuals like Mr. Cook 
serving the students of our 
school system and dedicat-
ed foremost to their suc-
cess.”

In addition to serving as 
local school board chair, 
Cook also represents Dis-
trict 5.

Other TSBA recipients 
named at the recent con-
vention were: Ron Ashe, 
Hardin County; Rick Chad-
wick, Lenoir City; and Pau-

la Dyer, Lewis County. Rob-
ert Blair of Franklin Special 
was named the 2023 Ten-
nessee School Board Mem-
ber of the Year Hal He-
nard Distinguished Service 
Award Winner and will 
serve as Chairman of the All 
Tennessee School Board. 

A statewide, nonprofit 
organization, the TSBA is a 
federation of all the state’s 
school boards. TSBA’s 
mission is to assist school 
boards in effectively gov-
erning school districts. For 
more information about 
TSBA, visit www.tsba.net.

Michael Cook, chair of Bedford County Board of Education, was 
recently selected to be a member of the All Tennessee School 
Board.

Bedford makes All 
Tennessee School Board
Michael Cook 
is selected 
member
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Bedford County Sheriff’s reports
EDITORS NOTE: The 

following summaries of 
the Bedford County Sher-
iff’s Department reports 
are prepared and present-
ed by the editorial staff of 
the Shelbyville Times-Ga-
zette. These summaries are 
based on the detailed activ-
ity reports provided by the 
Sheriff’s Department and 
are intended for informa-
tional purposes only.

It is important to note 
that the Shelbyville 
Times-Gazette does not 
make any accusations re-
garding the individuals or 
events described in these 
reports. Our role is to dis-
seminate information as 
reported by the Bedford 
County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment, and our summaries 
should not be interpret-
ed as legal judgments or 
statements of guilt.

Furthermore, we em-
phasize the fundamental 
principle that all persons 
mentioned in these reports 
are presumed innocent 
until proven guilty in a 
court of law. The inclusion 
of an individual’s name or 
account of an incident in 
these summaries does not 
imply guilt, nor does it sig-
nify that an arrest or legal 
action has been taken or 
will be taken.

In some instances, the re-
ports may describe events 
where no arrests were 
made. These accounts are 
included to provide a com-
prehensive view of the ac-
tivities and incidents han-
dled by the Bedford County 
Sheriff’s Department.

We strive for accuracy 
in our reporting. Howev-
er, if any information is 
published and later shown 
to be inaccurate, we will 
gladly correct the mistake 
in print, upholding our 
commitment to integrity 
and transparency.

Our commitment at the 
Shelbyville Times-Gazette 
is to uphold journalistic 
integrity and ensure ac-
curate and responsible re-
porting. We appreciate our 
readers’ understanding 
and engagement with our 
coverage of local law en-
forcement activities.

Domestic Dispute 
Leads to Arrest on 
Outstanding Warrants

Date: November 15, 2023
Reporting Officer: Nicho-

las Basso
Summary: On November 

15, 2023, Officer Nicholas 
Basso responded to a do-
mestic violence call at 119 
Fox Run RD, Shelbyville, 
TN. Upon arrival, he spoke 
with Venetta Hugh, who 
claimed her boyfriend, 
Thomas Habel, had become 
aggressive when she ex-
pressed her desire to leave. 
Hugh alleged that Habel 
choked her for approxi-
mately one minute. Habel, 
however, denied any physi-
cal altercation, stating that 
he was fine with Hugh leav-
ing. Despite the conflicting 
accounts and lack of phys-
ical evidence, Habel was 
taken into custody due to 
two outstanding warrants 
for his arrest. Both parties 
were advised of their rights 
and options.

Speeding Leads to Mar-
ijuana Possession Cita-
tion

Date: November 15, 2023
Reporting Officer: Tylar 

Prosser
Summary: On the same 

day, Officer Tylar Prosser 
initiated a traffic stop on 
a black Nissan Altima for 
speeding. Upon approach-
ing the vehicle, Officer 
Prosser detected the odor 
of marijuana. The driver, 
Jaylen Jones, admitted to 
smoking marijuana but de-
nied having any in the vehi-
cle. However, a subsequent 
search revealed a small 
bag of marijuana in Jones’ 
pocket. Jones was issued a 
citation for simple posses-
sion of schedule VI and giv-
en a court date of Decem-
ber 13, 2023. He was also 
warned about speeding and 

a light law violation.

Domestic Dispute Re-
sults in No Arrests

Date: November 17, 2023
Reporting Officer: Mai-

son Bucka
Summary: On November 

17, 2023, Officer Maison 
Bucka was dispatched to 
2227 Highway 41A North 
due to a 911 open line, 
which turned out to be a 
domestic dispute. Pedro 
Campos and Alma Co-
bon were involved in the 
argument. Campos, who 
appeared heavily intoxi-
cated, claimed they were 
just arguing and nothing 
happened. Cobon initially 
agreed but later stated that 
Campos shoved her face. 
Due to the lack of physi-
cal marks and conflicting 
statements, no arrests were 
made. Both parties were in-
formed about the process to 
obtain an Order of Protec-
tion and how to get a copy 
of the report.

Domestic Dispute 
Leads to Police Inter-
vention, No Arrests 
Made

Date: November 17, 2023
Reporting Officer: Mai-

son Bucka
Summary: On November 

17, 2023, Officer Maison 
Bucka was dispatched to a 
residence at 2227 Highway 
41A North following a 911 
open line call. Upon arrival, 
it was determined that the 
call was related to a domes-
tic dispute between Pedro 
Osorio Campos and Alma 
Cobon. 

Mr. Campos, who ap-
peared heavily intoxicated, 
was reportedly abrasive 
and claimed that he and 
Ms. Cobon were merely ar-
guing. He mentioned plans 
to leave the residence and 
stay at a friend’s house 
nearby. Ms. Cobon con-
firmed the argument but 
also alleged that Mr. Cam-
pos had shoved her face 
before leaving the house. 
However, Officer Bucka did 
not observe any physical 
marks indicating an assault 
had occurred.

Due to the lack of physi-
cal evidence and the con-
flicting statements from 
both parties, no arrests 
were made. Both Mr. Cam-
pos and Ms. Cobon were 
informed about the process 
to obtain an Order of Pro-
tection and how to secure 
a copy of the police report. 
The incident occurred in 
Bedford County.

Domestic Assault In-
cident at New Herman 
Rd, No Arrest Made

Date: November 17, 2023
Reporting Officer: Clay-

ton Edgil
Summary: On November 

17, 2023, Officer Clayton 
Edgil was dispatched to 
1515 New Herman Rd. in 
response to a reported do-
mestic assault. Upon arriv-
al, Officer Edgil spoke with 
the victim, Victor Noblitt, 
who claimed that his on-
and-off girlfriend, Tiffany 
Landers, had struck him 
in the head with a glass jar. 
Noblitt had found Landers 
at his home upon his re-
turn, despite her having left 
a week prior. 

Emergency medical ser-
vices had already arrived 
on the scene and treated 
Noblitt’s head injury before 
Officer Edgil’s arrival. Offi-
cer Edgil then accompanied 
Noblitt to 194 Noblitt Rd. to 
make contact with Landers. 
Despite Noblitt’s assertion 
that Landers was still in-
side the locked house, they 
were unable to make con-
tact with her. 

Due to the lack of both 
sides of the story, no arrests 
or warrants were issued at 
the time. Officer Edgil ad-
vised Noblitt on how to ob-
tain an Order of Protection. 
The incident occurred in 
Bedford County.

 Vehicle Theft Reported 
at Jack Pickle Ln; Sus-
pects Identified

Date: November 17, 2023
Reporting Officer: Josh-

ua Cox
Summary: On November 

17, 2023, Officer Joshua Cox 
was dispatched to 278 Jack 
Pickle Ln following a report 
of a stolen vehicle. The vic-
tims, Mr. Doyce Mitchell 
and Ms. Jeanette Jenkins, 
reported that their 2000 
Mercury Grand Marquis 
was taken without their 
permission. The suspects, 
identified as Ms. Bonnie 
Dunn and Mr. Christian 
Pierman, had been guests 
at the residence. 

Mr. Mitchell had previ-
ously discussed selling the 
vehicle to the suspects and 
had allowed them to test 
drive it. However, when Mr. 
Mitchell returned from a 
trip to Lewisburg, he found 
that Ms. Dunn and Mr. 
Pierman had left with the 
vehicle. The theft was ini-
tially reported in Marshall 
County, but the victims 
were directed to file the re-
port in Bedford County. 

Officer Cox has since con-
tacted Marshall County to 
assist in locating the stolen 
vehicle. The suspects, Ms. 
Dunn and Mr. Pierman, are 
currently being sought for 
motor vehicle theft.

Man Arrested for DUI 
in Bedford County

Date: November 18, 2023
Reporting Officer: Josh-

ua Cox
Summary: On November 

18, 2023, Officer Joshua 
Cox was dispatched to 231 
North in the area of Air-
port Rd in Bedford County, 
Tennessee, where a vehicle 
was parked partially on the 
roadway. The driver, Mr. 
Alfonso Villalva, was found 
asleep in the driver’s seat 
with the vehicle in drive 
and his foot on the brake. 
Officer Evens, who was also 
on the scene, had placed 
the vehicle in park and re-
moved the keys. 

Upon waking, Mr. Villal-
va exhibited bloodshot eyes 
and was extremely grog-
gy. He admitted to having 
consumed multiple beers. 
Despite a language barrier, 
with Officer Evens translat-
ing, Mr. Villalva was sub-
jected to a series of sobriety 
tests. He showed lack of 
smooth pursuit in the hor-
izontal gaze nystagmus test 
and failed to follow instruc-
tions during the walk and 
turn, and the one leg stand 
tests. 

As a result of his actions 
and the failed sobriety tests, 
Mr. Villalva was arrested 
and charged with Driving 
Under the Influence (DUI). 
The evidence was placed in 
locker 23.

Damaged Firearm 
Found at Midland and 
Philpot Road Intersec-
tion

Date: November 18, 2023
Reporting Officer: Bran-

don Jarrell
Summary: On November 

18, 2023, Officer Brandon 
Jarrell was dispatched to 
the intersection of Midland 
Road and Philpot Road fol-
lowing a report of a firearm 
found lying in the road. 
Upon arrival, Officer Jarrell 
spoke with a local resident, 
Brandon Shelton, who had 
noticed the weapon when 
he came to a stop at the 
intersection. The firearm 
was found to have damage 
to its grip and frame. The 
damaged weapon has since 
been placed in evidence 
locker three for further in-
vestigation. The incident 
occurred within Bedford 
County, Tennessee.

 Infiniti G37 Stolen in 
Bedford County, Inves-
tigation Underway

Date: November 19, 2023
Reporting Officer: Chris-

topher Morton
Summary: On November 

19, 2023, Officer Christo-
pher Morton was contacted 
by Wagner Funez Berrios, 
who reported his 2012 In-
finiti G37 missing from his 
driveway. Berrios, who had 
been out of town for over a 

week, last saw his vehicle 
on November 10. Upon his 
return home around 5:00 
PM on the 19th, he noticed 
the car was missing. There 
is a discrepancy in the ve-
hicle’s color as Berrios de-
scribed it as white, but the 
registration details indicate 
it as black. The offender is 
currently unknown and the 
case is classified under Mo-
tor Vehicle Theft. The inci-
dent took place in Bedford 
County, Tennessee. The in-
vestigation is ongoing.

Unidentified Assailant 
Fires Gunshot into 
Residential Property in 
Bedford County

Date: November 19, 2023
Reporting Officer: 

Shaquille Thompson
Summary: On November 

19, 2023, Bedford Coun-
ty Deputies responded to 
a call regarding a gunshot 
fired at 525 Pinkston Road. 
Upon arrival, officers were 
met by the residents, Mel-
vin Corbin, Cathy Corbin, 
Dylon Coy, and Aubrie 
Oneal. The victims report-
ed that they were inside the 
residence having dinner 
when they heard a gunshot 
from outside the kitchen 
window, causing the glass 
to break. 

The residents did not ob-
serve any vehicles on the 
property or hear a vehicle 
drive down the road. Law 
enforcement confirmed 
the glass breakage on the 
kitchen window appeared 
to be from a single gunshot. 
A bullet was retrieved from 
the base of the window by 
the residents prior to law 
enforcement’s arrival and 
was subsequently placed 
in Evidence Locker #25. 
The offender remains un-
identified and at large. The 
incident is classified as an 
Aggravated Assault accord-
ing to the Uniform Crime 
Reporting (UCR) system.
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By Secretary of State 
Tre Hargett

The holidays are here, a 
time when many of us—how-
ever willingly or reluctant-
ly—open our wallets to buy 
presents, food, decorations, 
and the other trappings 
of the season. Particular-
ly during tough economic 
times like these when infla-
tion is high, people will be 
trying to stretch their money 
as far as possible by looking 
for the best deals they can 
find as they make their hol-
iday purchases.

The holidays are a time 
when many of us give money 
to charitable causes. Unfor-
tunately, it often seems like 
a lot less thought goes into 
donating money to chari-
ty than the other holiday 
spending decisions we make. 
Some people spend all day 
shopping for the best prices 
on toasters, sweaters, or the 
newest technological gadget 
only to make a donation to a 
perceived good cause with-
out any hesitation. 

If givers are already edu-
cated about the charity that 
is raising money, that is fine. 
After all, the holidays are a 
season of giving, and Ten-
nesseans who can afford to 
make donations to worthy 
charities should be encour-
aged to do so. However, 
there are charities that are 
unwise or inefficient in how 

they spend the donations 
that they receive. I am en-
couraging you to be an ed-
ucated consumer with your 
charitable dollars.

To help sort out the good 
charities from the not-so-
good, there are some guide-
lines that people should 
follow when they are mak-
ing decisions about when, 
where, and how much they 
donate.

The first rule is ask ques-
tions.

If someone approaches 
you on the street or calls 
you on the phone asking for 
money, don’t be afraid to ask 
for details about the charity, 
its mission and exactly how 
the dollars you donate will 
be spent. How much of the 
charity’s money goes to pro-
grams and services, and how 
much goes to administrative 
expenses or other costs? Is 
there a telephone number or 
website that you can contact 
for further information?         

If you receive vague an-
swers, or no answers at all, 
to those kinds of questions, 
then that should be a red flag 
that maybe you need to do 
more research before mak-
ing a donation.

Also, does the person 
asking you for money actu-
ally work for the charity or 
a professional fundraising 
organization? If it’s the lat-
ter, then some portion of the 
money you give will probably 

go to the fundraising organi-
zation instead of the cause 
you are hoping to support.

Do not be pressured into 
giving donations ‘on the 
spot.’ Reputable charities 
should not object if you want 
to learn more about their op-
erations before you make a 
financial commitment.

With a few exceptions, 
charities that ask for dona-
tions in Tennessee are re-
quired to register with my 
office’s Division of Business 
and Charitable Organiza-
tions. They are also required 
to file an annual financial 
statement form, which pro-
vides information about 
how they spend their money. 
Those can be viewed online 
at https://sos.tn.gov/chari-
ties.

Information about char-
ities may also be found by 
checking out their websites 
or asking friends and neigh-
bors who have dealt with 
these charities in the past.

Do not let yourself be pres-
sured into giving cash. If you 
decide to make a donation, 
it is better to do so with a 
check, made out in the orga-
nization’s name rather than 
to an individual. This makes 
it easier for you to deduct 
the donation from your tax 
returns and also creates a 
paper trail with the organi-
zation.

Additionally, be protective 
of your credit card numbers 
or other personal informa-
tion and only share with 
highly trusted sources.

If you suspect a charity 
of engaging in fraudulent 
or misleading fundraising 
activities, please call the 
Division of Business and 
Charitable Organizations at 
615-741-2555. The Division 
has the authority to inves-
tigate and impose civil pen-
alties against groups and 
individuals who violate the 
Tennessee Charitable Solici-
tations Act.

Donating money is a proud 
holiday tradition. You can 
give yourself the confidence 
that the money you donate 
is being well-spent and the 
best way to do that is by ed-
ucating yourself before you 
give.

Please submit events to 
dawn@richardsonmedia-
group.net

Angel Tree at Rec Cen-
ter
Shelbyville Recreation 
Center has its Angel Tree up 
for Christmas. Angels are 
ready for adoption. Gifts 
are due back to the Rec 
Center by Dec. 12.

SCSK hot meal
Shelbyville Community 
Soup Kitchen will serve a 
hot meal on Dec. 9 from 11 
a.m. to 1 p.m.

Winter Festival at HMS
Harris Middle’s Winter 
Festival will be Dec. 9 from 
10:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.

Bell Buckle Quilted 
Christmas
Dec. 1 and 2 from 11 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. A quilt walk, fea-
turing local historic homes 
and churches.

Shop small, local
Shop local this weekend 
with area merchants. Many 
have planned open houses.

Christmas Marketplace 
in Wartrace
Join the merchants of War-
trace this weekend for a 
great event.

Historical Society Win-
ter Meeting
The winter quarter meeting 
of the Bedford County His-
torical Society will be held 
in the First United Method-
ist Church Fellowship Hall 
Dec. 4.  The meeting will 
begin with a potluck supper 
at 6:30 p.m., followed by 
a short business meeting. 
Then, the program will be 
presented by the Down-
town Sound Swing Band 
featuring a musical tribute 
to the sounds of the 1930s 
and 1940s.  Also, the Soci-
ety will elect new officers 
and board members for the 
next two years. The public 
is invited to bring a dish 
and enjoy the program. For 
more details, contact Al 
Simmons at 931-680-6313.

Community 
Calendar Events

OP-ED
Make sure the Grinch Doesn’t 
Take Your Charitable Dollars

Tennessee Secretary 
of State Tre Hargett

Savings shown over aggregated single item base price. Photos
exemplary of product advertised. Limit 2. 8 free 6 oz. burgers
will be sent to each shipping address that includes 74222. 
Standard S&H added per address. While supplies last. Items
may be substituted due to inventory limitations. All products, 
prices, and sales are subject to Omaha Steaks, Inc. Terms of
Use: OmahaSteaks.com/terms-of-useOSI. Expires 12/31/23. 
23M4858  |  Omaha Steaks, Inc.

Order Now!
OmahaSteaks.com/Deluxe8459 | 1.844.461.2144

Ask for your 8 FREE burgers with off er 74222DLJ

Butcher’s Deluxe Package
4  Butcher’s Cut Top Sirloins (5 oz.)
4  Air-Chilled Boneless Chicken Breasts (4 oz.)
4  Boneless Pork Chops (5 oz.)
4  Individual Scalloped Potatoes (3.8 oz.)
4  Caramel Apple Tartlets (4 oz.)
1  Omaha Steaks Seasoning (3 oz.)
88  FREEFREE PureGround™ Filet Mignon Burgers (6 oz.)

74222DLJ     separately $221.94
SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY PRICE     

$9999

Omaha Steaks are hand-selected for unmatched 
quality, naturally aged for maximum tenderness, 

and flash-frozen to lock in that unforgettable flavor. 
All you have to do is thaw, cook, and Mmmmm.

Limited Time: Get 8 FREE Burgers

PERFECTION
 IS EFFORTLESS

– MAKES A –
GREAT GIFT

So you’ve planned your entrée 
for Thanksgiving-beef, turkey, 
ham or perhaps wildgame. What 
about your sides? Those delicate 
special dishes are just as import-
ant to your family as the large 
turkey platter of meats. And let’s 
not forget the sweets served off 
those special crystal platters.

In Bedford County, follow-
ing the Great Depression, many 
families, particularly those 
living on farms, cherished or-
anges for Christmas. They were 
considered a delicacy and cooks 
turned the Vitamin C enriched 
fruit into many wonderful holi-
day dishes. Santa often delivered 
oranges into farm hats placed on 
warm hearths. Caps for children 
included small pieces of candy 
and apples. It’s true. Just ask 
your Great-grandparents.

Enjoy the following orange 
recipes for your Thanksgiving 
table.

ORANGE SAUCE
1 C. sugar
¼ tsp. salt
2 T. cornstarch
1 C. orange juice
¼ C. lemon juice
1 T. butter
¾ C. boiling water
1 tsp. lemon rind
1 tsp. orange rind
     Boil sugar, salt, cornstarch, 

orange and lemon juices for 1 
minute. Add butter and rind. 
Add boiling water. Yields 2 cups. 
Use over ice cream, plain yellow 
cake and more.

ORANGE PECAN PIE
1 C. sugar

1 tsp. salt
1 T. flour
1 C. dark corn syrup
3 eggs, beaten until foamy
½ C. orange juice
1 T. grated orange peel
1 ½ C. broken pecan pieces
1 (9-inch) unbaked pie shell
Combine sugar, salt and flour. 

Add syrup, eggs, orange juice 
and orange peel. Stir in pecans 
and pour into pie shell. Bake at 
375 for 40 to 50 minutes or until 
filling is set and pastry is brown.

ORANGE NUT BREAD
1 medium orange
1 C. raisins
2 T. melted shortening
1 tsp. vanilla
1 egg, well beaten
2 C. flour
¼ tsp. salt
1 tsp. baking powder
½ tsp. soda
1 C. sugar
½ C. chopped nuts

Pour juice from oranges in 
an 8 ounce measuring cup. Add 
warm water to fill cup. Remove 
white membrane from peel; 
place peel, raisins, orange juice 
and water in blender and chop. 
Mix in shortening, vanilla and 
egg. Add flour (sifted with salt, 
baking powder, soda and sugar.) 
Mix well. Stir in nuts. Bake in 
waxed paper lined 5x9 inch loaf 
pan at 350 degrees for 1 hour. 
Makes 1 loaf.

ORANGE KISS ME CAKE 
(100-YEAR-OLD RECIPE)

1 large orange (pulp and rind) 
reserve juice for topping

1 C. raisins

½ C. walnuts

Sift together:
2 C. flour
1 tsp. soda
1 tsp. salt
1 C. sugar

Add:
½ C. shortening
¾ C. milk

Beat for 2 minutes with an 
electric mixer. Add:

2 unbeaten eggs
¼ C. milk

Beat for 2 more minutes. Fold 
orange-raisin mixture into bat-
ter. Pour into a well-greased and 
lightly floured pan. Bake at 350 
degrees for 40 to 50 minutes.

Topping
Pour 1/3 cup orange juice over 

warm cake. Combine:
1/3 C. sugar
¼ C. chopped walnuts
1 tsp. cinnamon

Sprinkle over cake.

‘Orange’ You Glad 
It’s Thanksgiving?

FOOD
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HELP WANTED

Position: Part-time Delivery Driver
Job Description:
The Shelbyville Times-Gazette is seeking a dependable and 
responsible Part-time Delivery Driver to distribute news-
papers to newsstands in the Shelbyville area. This position 
is crucial in ensuring timely and accurate delivery of our 
newspaper to our readers.
Key Responsibilities:

●	 Load newspapers onto a delivery vehicle.
●	 Drive to designated newsstands and drop-off 

points.
●	 Distribute newspapers according to delivery 

routes.
●	 Maintain accurate delivery records and report any 

issues.
●	 Ensure newspapers are delivered in a neat and or-

ganized manner.
●	 Follow safety protocols and traffic regulations.

Qualifications:
●	 Valid driver’s license and a clean driving record.
●	 Reliable and punctual.
●	 Ability to lift and carry newspaper bundles.
●	 Familiarity with the Shelbyville area streets and 

locations.
●	 Good time management and communication 

skills.
●	 Flexibility to work early mornings.

To apply: 
Email Daniel Richardson at daniel@t-g.com

Betty Ann Frye Cook, 86, 
of Wartrace, died on Nov. 
9, 2023, at Vanderbilt-Bed-
ford Hospital. Cook was 
born on April 3, 1937, in 
Tellico Plains. She retired 
from Empire Pencil Co. af-
ter more than four decades 
of service and formerly 
worked as a cafeteria work-
er at Harris Middle School. 
Known for her deep affec-
tion for her family, Cook 
was a beloved mother and 
grandmother.

She was preceded in 
death by her parents, John 
Cawhorn Frye and Marque-
rite Pearson Frye; her hus-
band, Cecil Elmore Cook; a 
son, Phillip Mark Cook; and 
two brothers, Jim and Bob 
Frye. 

Betty Cook is survived 
by a son, Terry Lee Cook 
and his wife Carolyn; her 
grandchildren, Brandy 
Raby and her husband Da-
vid, Heather Warren and 
her husband Dustin, and 
Jonathan Heath Cook; and 
her great-grandchildren, 
Dustin Isaiah Warren, Ja-
son Levi Warren, Haleigh 
Evans and Aubree Raby. 
She is also survived by a 
brother, John Daniel Frye 
with his wife Scottie, and 
a sister, Patsy Arp and her 
husband Beecher.

In accordance with her 
wishes, Cook will be cre-
mated. No services are 
scheduled at this time.

Michael Carl Baltimore, 
64, of Wartrace, died sud-
denly on Sunday, Nov. 12, 
2023. A Bedford County 
native, he was the son of the 
late Carl and Margie Sain 
Baltimore.

Baltimore worked for 
Smyrna Ready Mix for a 
decade before becoming 
disabled. He treasured his 
family and enjoyed spend-
ing time with his children 
and grandchildren.

In addition to his parents, 
Baltimore was predeceased 
by his brother, John Janis.

He is survived by his 
children, Chase Baltimore 
(Amber) of Shelbyville and 
Dominique Andre (Jon) of 
Spring Hill. His grandchil-
dren, Elizabeth, Kymberli, 
Bently, Keagon, Lucas, and 
Mayzie also survive him, 
along with his siblings; 
Bill Janis (Rosanne) of St. 
Petersburg, FL, Vickie Bal-
timore of Shelbyville, and 
Tina Burns (Paul) of Shel-
byville.

A Celebration of Life 
service was held at 1:30 
p.m. on Thursday, Nov. 
16, 2023, in the chapel of 
the Doak-Howell Funeral 
Home, where visitation was 
held starting from noon. 
The Doak-Howell Funeral 
Home handled the arrange-
ments.

Patricia Ann Smith 
Floyd, 74, of Wartrace, 
died Saturday, Nov. 11, 
2023, at home under the 
care of her family and 
Aveanna Hospice. Patricia 
was born Oct. 18, 1949, 
in Bedford County, to the 
late Guy Henry and Alle-
aner Jones Smith. Funer-
al services were held at 
11 a.m., Tuesday, Nov. 14, 
2023, at Feldhaus Memo-
rial Chapel, led by Mark 
Pierce. Burial followed at 
Willow Mount Cemetery. 
Visitors were received 
from 4 to 8 p.m. Monday 
at the funeral home.

Patricia, a retired em-
ployee of Albea (Ameri-
can Can) Corporation, en-
joyed spending time with 
her grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren. She 
was also a devoted mem-
ber of Horse Mountain 
Church of Christ.

She is survived by her 
husband of 56 years, 
Roger Floyd; daughters, 
Lori (Billy) West and Te-
resa Swagerty; a sister, 
Thelma Cook; broth-
er, Franklin (Mildred) 
Smith; and grandchildren 
Chris (Megan) Martin, 
Michael (Stephanie) Mar-
tin, Kourtni (Cody Glenn) 
Martin, Timo Murray, 
Tenley West, Tucker 
West. She also leaves be-
hind great-grandchildren 
Adaline Martin, Kaylee 
Martin, Caden Martin, R 
J Marshall, Laura Mar-
shall, Jesse Glenn, Walker 
Martin, Michael Murray 
and T J Murray.

Arrangements were 
handled by Feldhaus Me-
morial Chapel.

Charles Russell Kelley, 
90, of Unionville, died on 
Nov. 12, 2023. Kelley was 
under the caring watch of 
his family, Gentiva Hos-
pice, and the staff at Quali-
ty Center for Rehabilitation 
and Healing at the time of 
his passing.

A graveside service took 
place at 1 p.m. on Nov. 16, 
2023, at Hollywood Ceme-
tery in Wartrace, officiated 
by Vint Altman.

Kelley was born on June 
10, 1933, in Portland, to the 
late William Corburt Kelley 
and Martha Ann Groves 
Kelley. His professional ca-
reer was as a commercial 
and residential painter, and 
he served in the Tennessee 
National Guard, U.S. Army, 
and U.S. Marine Corps. He 
also spent 14 years as a mis-
sionary in the Philippines 
and Peru and was a mem-
ber of the Church of God.

Kelley is survived by 
his wife of 63 and a half 
years, Wanda Baker Kel-
ley of Unionville; daughter, 
Kathy Cash and her spouse 
Phillip; sons, Kevin Kelley 
of Shelbyville and Keith 
Kelley of Lawrenceburg; 
grandchildren, Kelley Cash, 
Julie Cash, Levi Kelley, and 
Heather Kelley; as well as 
great-grandchildren, Coral 
Cash, Graceland Kelley, Ad-
dison Sharp, and Brantley 
Sharp.

Feldhaus Memorial 
Chapel assisted the family 
with the arrangements.

Robert Clinton “Clint” 
Nease, 67, died on Nov. 10, 
2023, at Tristar Summit 
Medical Center in Shel-
byville. 

Born on Aug. 30, 1956, 
in Shelbyville to the late 
Hiram Lee Nease Jr. and 
Lois Esterleen Reed Nease, 
Clint was a 1974 graduate 
of Shelbyville Central High 
School. He spent his career 
as a master machinist, re-
tiring from Newell Rubber-
maid in 2016. He was a man 
of many talents, including 
drawing, sketching, playing 
guitar and drums, working 
on engines, woodworking, 
and leatherworking. Clint 
also loved hunting, fishing, 
and spending time with his 
family and friends.

In addition to his par-
ents, Clint was predeceased 
by his sister, RisÃ« Nease 
Chockley. He is survived by 
his daughter, Aubrey Nease 
Lemmons; grandson, Cade 
Whitson; sister, Jeanette 
Nease Sherrill; brother, Hi-
ram Lee Nease III and his 
wife, Ann; and nephews, 
Phillip Chockley and his 
wife, Melissa, and Micah 
Chockley, all of Shelbyville. 

Funeral services were 
held at 11 a.m. on Nov. 15, 
2023, at Doak Howell Fu-
neral Home, officiated by 
Pastor Jimmy Gray. Burial 
followed at Willow Mount 
Cemetery. A visitation was 
held from 4 to 7 p.m. on 
Nov. 14 at the funeral home. 
Doak Howell Funeral Home 
handled arrangements. 
Visit www.doakhowellfu-
neralhome.com for more 
information.

Joseph (Joe) Anthony 
Reed, a noted Philanthro-
pist, died Saturday, Nov. 
18, 2023, at his Knoxville 
home. He was 78. Born in 
Memphis on Dec. 25, 1944, 
Reed was the child of An-
thony Reed Sr. and Carol 
Reed. He graduated from 
the University of Tennessee 
with a bachelor’s in busi-
ness administration in 1966 
and successfully built his 
own marketing firm, “Reed 
Marketing Solutions.”

Reed is widely recog-
nized among the business 
community for his inno-
vative strategies and lead-
ership. His firm merged 
with Comet Marketing in 
2002, forming the leading 
marketing company in the 
Southeast. After retiring 
in 2010, Reed devoted his 
time to philanthropy. He 
launched the Anthony Reed 
Foundation in 2011, which 
has since contributed over 
$5 million to various social 
causes in Knox County. 

His noteworthy achieve-
ments include receiving 
the Lifetime Achievement 
Award from the Knoxville 
Chamber of Commerce in 
2007 and being inducted 
into the Marketing Hall of 
Fame in 2009.

Reed is survived by his 
wife of 52 years, Patricia 
Reed; their two children, 
Jennifer and Michael; and 
seven grandchildren. 

A memorial service will 
be held at 11 a.m., Friday, 
Nov. 24 at the First Bap-
tist Church in Knoxville. 
Reedâ€™s family has re-
quested that in lieu of flow-
ers, donations be made to 
the Anthony Reed Founda-
tion.

Master Chief (Ret) Wil-
liam Hampton Stewart, 81, 
of Shelbyville died Nov. 15, 
2023, at the Veterans Hos-
pital in Nashville. 

Funeral services were 
held at noon on Monday, 
Nov. 20, 2023, at Feldhaus 
Memorial Chapel, with a 
burial following at Holly-
wood Cemetery in War-
trace, accompanied by full 
military honors. His family 
received visitors from 10 
a.m. until the service began 
on Monday at the funeral 
home.

Stewart was born on Dec. 
21, 1941, in Madison, Indi-
ana, to the late Joseph and 
Beatrice Craig Stewart. He 
began his career in the U.S. 
Navy on Jan. 12, 1959, in 
Cincinnati, Ohio, and was 
discharged on Sept. 29, 
1988, after 30 years of ser-
vice. 

Stewart was a decorated 
service member who re-
ceived six Good Conduct 
Medals, the Navy Expedi-
tion Medal, the Navy Unit 
Commendation, Meritori-
ous Unit Commendation 
and Humanitarian Service 
Medal. He also earned 
the Armed Forces Expe-
ditionary Medal, Nation-
al Defense Medal, Navy 
Achievement Medal and 
Joint Services Medal. His 
last duty was with the Com-
mander Cruise Force, U.S. 
Atlantic Fleet.

Stewart was preceded in 
death by two wives, Carol 
Stewart and Beatrice Stew-
art. He is survived by two 
brothers, John Willman 
and his wife, Judi of Fort 
Myers, Florida, and Mike 
Willman and his wife Pam 
of Fort Wayne, Indiana, and 
a sister, Jenny Copeland.

Pallbearers at the service 
included Brian Cothran, 
Cody Willman, John Will-
man, James Meyers, Vinnie 
Willman, Rhyder Willman 
and Mike Willman.

Danny Dewayne Syler, 53, 
of Wartrace, passed away 
on Nov. 14, 2023. 

Syler was born on Dec. 16, 
1969 in Shelbyville. A pas-
sionate fisherman and col-
lector, Syler was also a Na-
scar enthusiast with deep 
love for his family. 

Syler’s funeral service 
was held at Hillcrest Funer-
al Home on Nov.18, with the 
Rev. Wilburn Carter offici-
ating. A visitation began at 
11:00 a.m followed by the 
service at 1:00 p.m., and 
burial followed at Hillcrest 
Memorial Gardens. 

He was predeceased by 
his parents, Joseph Frank-
lin “Jody” Syler and James 
Margaret Clark Syler; his 
son, Cannan Syler and his 
brothers, Robert “Ricky” 
Syler and Tony Van Syler Sr.  

Syler is survived by 
his children, Justin Syler 
(spouse Alyssa) and Conner 
Syler; his grandchildren, 
Sky Syler and Chy’lyn Dix-
on; his sisters, Joann Ew-
ing Helton (spouse Paul), 
Katie Eden and Tina Taylor 
(spouse Danny); his broth-
er, Jesse Syler (spouse Pa-
tricia Bates); close friend 
Sherri Brandon, and several 
nieces and nephews.

Thomas Dewayne 
“Wayne” Peoples, age 73, 
of Shelbyville, passed from 
this life November 13, 
2023, at Vanderbilt Univer-
sity Medical Center.

Born January 2, 1950, 
in Manchester, TN, Wayne 
was the son of Ostell Ben-
ton “OB” Peoples and Wi-
nona Harmon Peoples. 
Along with his parents he 
was preceded in death by: 
son, David Wayne Peoples; 
sisters, Wanda Hartley, and 
Diane Meador; brother, 
Carl Peoples; and grand-
parents, Benton & Minnie 
Peoples, and Jim & Anna 
Harmon; also, his loving 
pup, Easy.

Wayne worked with 
TDOT for many years and 
with White Associates. He 
enjoyed riding his Harley 
and spotted saddle horses. 
He was active in the spotted 
saddle horse community; 
having been a member of 
CCWHA, SSHBEA and NS-
SHA. He was of the Baptist 
Faith.

Survivors include: son, 
Todd Peoples and wife, 
Charity, of New Tazwell, 
TN; daughter-in-law, Tam-
my Peoples of Shelbyville; 
Grandchildren- Tate, Levi, 
Miriam, Emilee, Olivia, 
and Willow; brother, Clyde 
Peoples and wife, Lizzie, of 
Shelbyville; along with sev-
eral nieces and nephews.

Funeral services will be 
held at 1:00 p.m. Monday, 
November 20, 2023, in the 
chapel of Doak-Howell Fu-
neral Home with Pastor 
Loyd Warren officiating. 
Burial will follow at the 
Peoples Family Cemetery.

Visitation will be held 
Sunday afternoon from 
1:00 p.m. until 4:00 p.m. at 
the funeral home.

In lieu of flowers memo-
rial donations can be made 
to St. Jude Childrens Re-
search Hospital @ www.
stjude.org.

Thomas Dewayne 
Peoples

William Stewart Michael Baltimore Patricia Floyd Charles Kelley Shirley Marie Warren

Shirley Marie Warren 
passed away Friday, No-
vember 3, 2023, at Wood-
bury Health and Rehab fol-
lowing an extended illness.  
She was the daughter of the 
late Otha Edward Moore 
Sr. and Ina Lee Harris Rob-
erson and was preceded in 
death by her brother Ed-
ward Lee Moore.

She was survived by her 
sisters E. Carol (Charles) 
Young of Wartrace; Tr-
ish (Paul) Helton of Mur-
freesboro; Carmine Rogers 
and Sue (Terry) Pelham of 
Woodbury; special niece 
Donna (Billy “Joe”) Mingle; 
great niece and nephew, 
Cheyenne and Hagen Fann 
numerous nieces and neph-
ews also survive.

Shirley loved reading her 
Bible and collecting pocket 
books.

Memorial services will 
be 2 P.M. Saturday, Decem-
ber 2, 2023 in the Chapel of 
Woodbury Funeral Home 
with Bro. Bobby Nichols of-
ficiating. Visitation with the 
family will be from 12:00 
P.M. until time of service.

Woodbury Funeral 
Home, 615-563-2311 or 
to leave condolences and 
memories for her family, 
please visit  www.wood-
buryfuneralhome.net

Danny Syler

Joseph Anthony Reed

Robert “Clint” Nease Betty Ann Frye Cook

It’s different here without you,
I’ll never be the same,

I’ve inherited your virtues
I’m carrying on your name

But sometimes I still wonder
As I hang my head in shame,

Did I squander some of the time we had
In pursuit of glory and fame?

But the past is in the past, 
it doesn’t matter who’s to blame
You’ve gone on to greener fields,

with better colts to tame.

I’ll finish what we started
I’ll keep fanning the flame,

And I hope that you’ll be proud
Of how I carry on your name

Your Name
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ADVERTISING SALES

Position: Advertising Sales Representative

Job Description:
The Shelbyville Times-Gazette is looking for a motivated and re-
sults-driven Advertising Sales Representative to join our team. As an 
Advertising Sales Representative, you will be responsible for generat-
ing advertising revenue by selling print and digital advertising solu-
tions to local businesses.
Key Responsibilities:

●	 Prospect and acquire new advertising clients through cold call-
ing and networking.

●	 Maintain and grow relationships with existing clients.
●	 Understand clients’ advertising needs and develop customized 

advertising solutions.
●	 Prepare and present advertising proposals and contracts.
●	 Collaborate with the creative team to create effective ad cam-

paigns.
●	 Meet or exceed monthly and quarterly sales targets.
●	 Keep up-to-date with industry trends and competitive offer-

ings.
Qualifications:

●	 Proven sales experience, preferably in advertising or media 
sales.

●	 Strong communication and negotiation skills.
●	 Goal-oriented and self-motivated with a passion for sales.
●	 Knowledge of the local business community in Shelbyville, TN.
●	 Proficiency in digital advertising and marketing concepts.
●	 Valid driver’s license and access to a reliable vehicle.

To apply: 
Email your resume and cover letter to daniel@t-g.com

WANTEDMISC.
TOP CA$H PAID FOR OLD GUI-
TARS! 1920-1980 Gibson, Martin, 
Fender, Gretsch, Epiphone, Guild, 
Mosrite, Rickenbacker, Prairie State, 
D’Angelico, Stromberg. And Gibson 
Mandolins / Banjos. 866-846-4260 
(TnScan)

CABLE/SATELLITE 
TV/WIRELESS

CHOOSE EARTHLINK FIBER IN-
TERNET FOR speeds up to 5 Gigs, 
no data caps, no throttling. Prices 
starting at $54.95. Plus, a $100 gift 
card when you make the switch.  Call 
1-855-481-3340 (TnScan)

FREE HIGH SPEED INTERNET FOR 
those that qualif y. Government 
program for recipients of select 
programs incl. Medicaid, SNAP, 
Housing Assistance, WIC, Veterans 
Pension, Survivor Benefits, Lifeline, 
Tribal. 15 GB internet service. Bo-
nus offer: Android tablet FREE with 
one-time $20 copay. Free shipping 
& handling. Call Maxsip Telecom 
today! 1-855-669-2321 (TnScan)

D I R E C T V  S P O R T S  P A C K  3 
MONTHS on Us! Watch pro and 
college sports LIVE. Plus over 40 
regional and specialty networks in-
cluded. NFL, College Football, MLB, 
NBA, NHL, Golf and more. Some 
restrictions apply. Call DIRECTV 
1-844-230-4803 (TnScan)

HEALTH / BEAUTY

VIAGRA AND CIALIS USERS!  A 
cheaper alternative to high drug-
store prices! 50 Pill Special - Only 
$99!  100% guaranteed.  CALL 
NOW: 866-974-1464 (TnScan)

DENTAL INSURANCE FROM PHY-
SICIANS MUTUAL Insurance Com-
pany. Coverage for 350 plus proce-
dures. Real dental insurance - NOT 
just a discount plan. Do not wait! Call 
now! Get your FREE Dental Informa-
tion Kit with all the details! 1-844-
278-8285 www.dental50plus.com/
tnpress #6258 (TnScan)

DIAGNOSED WITH LUNG CANCER? 
YOU may qualify for a substantial 
cash award - even with smoking 
history. NO obligation! We’ve recov-
ered millions. Let us help!! Call 24/7, 
855-750-2678 (TnScan)

ADVERTISE 
THROUGHOUT TN

YOUR LOW COST ADVERTISING 
SOLUTION! One call & your 25 
word ad will appear in 99 Tennessee 
newspapers for $275/wk or 27 West 
TN newspapers for $100/wk. Call 
this newspaper’s classified adver-
tising dept. or go to www.tnpress.
com/newspaper-networks (TnScan)

HELP WANTED / 
DRIVERS

NEED YOUR CDL? WE DO CDL Train-
ing, testing, Job placement. Company 
paid training available. Training at 119 
EL Morgan Dr. Jackson, TN or 6711 
Reese Road, Memphis, TN. Call 800-
423-8820 Or visit www.drive-train.
org (TnScan)

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

DURACELL. THE #1 TRUSTED BAT-
TERY brand now offering the M150 
Portable Power Station. When fully 
charged the M150 provides enough 
power to charge all your devices 
laptops, phones, tablets, earbuds 
and more for work and fun. Give the 
gift of portable power this holiday 
season. Only $199. Go to porta-
blepower.info/138 (TnScan)

PREPARE FOR POWER OUTAG-
ES TODAY with a GENERAC home 
standby generator $0 Money Down 
+ Low Monthly Payment Options Re-
quest a FREE Quote. Call now before 
the next power outage: 1-888-869-
5542 (TnScan)

REPLACE YOUR ROOF WITH THE 
best looking and longest lasting 
material steel from Erie Metal Roofs! 
Three styles and multiple colors 
available. Guaranteed to last a life-
time! Limited Time Offer up to 50% 
off installation + Additional 10% off 
install (for military, health workers 
& 1st responders.) Call Erie Metal 
Roofs: 1-855-281-6212 (TnScan)

HELP WANTED
RECRUITING HEADACHES? WE 
CAN HELP! Advertise your job open-
ing in this newspaper + 98 news-
papers across the state - One Call/
Email for All! Contact our classified 
dept. or email    bmoats@tnpress.
com (TnScan) 

ANTENNAS

ANTENNAS. SAVE BIG! FREE LO-
CAL channels on antennas or a 
3 year price guarantee on pay tv. 
Call or come by Beasley Antenna & 
Satellite, 3000 E. Wood St., Paris, 
731-642-4077.

AUCTIONS

GET THE WORD OUT ABOUT your 
next auction! Save Time & $$$. 
One Call for All. Your ad can appear 
in this newspaper + 98 other TN 
newspapers. For more info, contact 
this newspaper’s classified dept. or 
call Becky Moats 931-624-8916. 
(TnScan)

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physi-
cians Mutual Insurance Company. 
Coverage for 350 plus procedures. 
Real dental insurance - NOT just 
a discount plan. Do not wait! Call 
now! Get your FREE Dental Informa-
tion Kit with all the details! 1-855-
607-4583 www.dental50plus.com/
martin #6258

Give a GREAT GIFT this Season. 
Send 100% guaranteed, delivered-
to-the-door Omaha Steaks! This 
package comes with 8 FREE Pure-
Ground Filet Mignon Burgers!  Or-
der The Butcher’s Deluxe Package! 
ONLY $99.99.  Call 1-844-461-2144 
and mention code 74222DLJ or 
visit www.omahasteaks.com/De-
luxe8459

Prepare for power outages today 
with a GENER AC home standby 
generator $0 Money Down + Low 
Monthly Payment Options. Request 
a FREE Quote. Call now before the 
next power outage: 1-731-261-8325

Don’t let the stairs limit your mo-
bility! Discover the ideal solution 
for anyone who struggles on the 
stairs, is concerned about a fall or 
wants to regain access to their entire 
home. Call AmeriGlide today!  1-833-
988-0035

DIRECTV OVER INTERNET - Get 
your favorite live T V, sports and 
local channels. 99% signal reli-
ability! CHOICE Package, $84.99/
mo for 12 months. HBO Max and 
Premium Channels included for 3 
mos (w/CHOICE Package or higher.) 
No annual contract, no hidden fees! 
Some restrictions apply. Call IVS 
1-844-787-6638

Switch to DISH and get up to a $300 
gift card! Plus get the Multisport 
pack included for a limited time!  
Hurry, call for details: 1-844-539-
2528

Shelbyville

Open Position: Office Manager
Job Description:
The Shelbyville Times-Gazette is seeking 
an organized and detail-oriented Office 
Manager to oversee daily administrative 
operations. As the Office Manager, you 
will play a critical role in maintaining of-
fice efficiency, managing office supplies, 
and providing support to staff members.
Key Responsibilities:

●	 Manage office logistics, includ-
ing mail, phone calls, and office 
supplies.

●	 Handle scheduling, appoint-
ments, and meetings for the ed-
itorial and sales teams.

●	 Assist in budget management 
and financial recordkeeping.

●	 Coordinate with vendors and 
service providers.

●	 Help with human resources tasks 
such as onboarding and payroll.

●	 Maintain a clean and organized 

office environment.
●	 Support the publisher and edi-

tor with administrative tasks as 
needed.

Qualifications:
●	 High school diploma or equiva-

lent; associate or bachelor’s de-
gree is a plus.

●	 Previous office management or 
administrative experience pre-
ferred.

●	 Strong organizational and multi-
tasking skills.

●	 Proficiency in Microsoft Office 
and basic computer skills.

●	 Excellent communication and 
interpersonal skills.

●	 Ability to work independently 
and as part of a team.

To apply: 
Email your resume and cover letter to 
daniel@t-g.comCALL NOW

855.955.5364

SPECIAL OFFER

Waiving All 
Installation 
Costs*

*Add’l terms apply. Offer subject 
to change and vary by dealer. 
Ends 12/31/23.

YOUR BATHROOM.  
YOUR WAY. 
IN AS LITTLE AS 

ONE DAY

 LEGAL NOTICE
The TDEC Division of Water Resources (DWR) 
proposes to issue a water quality National Pollutant 
Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit:

Applicant:Shelbyville Power, Water & Sewerage 
System
Shelbyville STP

Permit Number:TN0024180
Rating: Major
Permit Writer: Wade Murphy
County: Bedford
EFO Name: Columbia
Location: 525 West Jackson Street
City: Shelbyville, TN 37160
Activity Description: treatment of municipal sewage 
by activated sludge
Effluent Description: treated municipal wastewater 
from Outfall 001
Receiving Stream: Duck River at mile 221.25

####
For more information, or to review and/or copy 
documents from the permit file (there is a nominal 
charge for photocopies), contact Wade Murphy at 
(615) 532-0666 or the Columbia Environmental Field 
Office at (931) 380-3371. To comment on this permit 
issuance or proposed conditions submit written 
comments to TDEC-DWR, William R. Snodgrass 
- Tennessee Tower, 312 Rosa L. Parks Avenue, 11th 
Floor, Nashville, Tennessee  37243. Comments should 
be received within 30 days from the Legal Notice 
and should include the applicant name and NPDES 
Number.

Interested persons may request a public hearing on 
any application. The request must be filed within the 
comment period and must indicate the interest of the 
filing party and reasons for the request.  If there is 
significant interest, a hearing will be held pursuant to 
Rule 0400-40-5-.06(9)(a), and the Director will make 
determinations regarding permit issuance.
The proposed permit contains limitations on the 
amounts of pollutants to be discharged, in accordance 
with Federal and State standards and regulations. 
Permit conditions are tentative and subject to public 
comment.
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An extra special Halls 
Mill Christmas tree

By DAWN HANKINS

Daphne Motes said re-
cently that she rarely puts 
up more than one Christ-
mas tree at her house. But 
this year, she just had to 
put up an extra--one which 
is becoming very special to 
her family.

Daphne purchased her 
parents’ Halls Mill home 
not long ago. So having this 
particular tree—one which 
honors her late mom, Emo-
gene Paschal, just seemed 
befitting.

Her brother, Byron, and 
wife, Stacie, took one of his 
mother Emogene’s quilts—
one that was in pretty 
rough shape, she said. Sta-
cie began to cut the quilt 
into ornaments.

After a blanketed stitch, 
they now have a lasting 
memory of their mom for 
every Christmas. Daphne 
thanked her sister-in-law 
for this “great idea.”

A little about “Mama 
Emogene”

Emogene Crowell Paschal 
was 90, when she passed in 
2021. She was preceded in 
death by her husband, Del-
mous.

Emogene graduated 
Community High School in 
1948 and later went on to 
attend MTSU. While Del-
mous was serving in the 
military, they were able to 

travel to many cities includ-
ing, San Diego and Mem-
phis. 

They finally settled back 
in Bedford County, where 
she became a seamstress 
and worked at Model Sports 
Wear and Bedford Hosiery 
Mill for 15+ years. 

Emogene decided she 
wanted to stay at home 
and help raise her grand-
children, which included 
watching them play sports. 
She was a huge Community 
sports fan, family said. 

Daughter, Daphne add-
ed, it is just fitting there be 
such a Christmas tree-one 
sweetly embellished with 
memories of their mom and 
grandmother-be standing 
in their Halls Mill Home. 

“Mama Emogene” was 
one of the founders of Halls 
Mill Triangle Community 
Club. Given her knowledge 
of the Halls Mill communi-
ty and her insightful wis-
dom about life, she would 
also became affectionately 
known as “The Mayor of 
Halls Mill.” 

Emogene was a vital part 
of her community until her 
passing. She was always 
participating in the Halls 
Mill Sorghum Squeeze ev-
ery year. 

Emogene attended with 
her family for many years 
the Crowell’s Chapel Lu-
theran Church.

The family of the late Emo-
gene Crowell Paschal has 
taken one of their moth-
er’s quilts and made these 
Christmas ornaments. She 
passed away in 2021, so 
they want to have a lasting 
memory of her each holi-
day.

IN MEMORY 
OF EMOGENE 

PASCHAL

This very special Christmas tree will go in Daphne Motes’ home 
this year. The material is from one of her mother’s quilts.

DAWN HANKINS

One of my favorite Christ-
mas songs (no, it is not All I 
Want for Chrirstmas!) but 
O Christmas Tree. It can be 
sung by children and adults 
and adds such elegance to 
Christmas programs. It’s 
an oldie but goodie. 

O.K., so do you like to put 
up your Christmas tree ear-
ly? Or are you like me, and 
like to  savor the moments 
until right before Christ-
mas and through the New 
Year?

Whatever your choice, lo-
cal homeowners have some 
great styles of their own to 
cherish.We would love to 
have your submissions of 
your Christmas decorations 
at home. Email to  dawn@
richardsonmediagroup.net. 

Today’s feature is from 
the home of Sandy Watts. 
Sandy notes that she enjoys 
putting up her Christmas 
tree early, so it can be en-
joyed longer by her family. 

“I like the neutrals so 
it lasts for more than just 
Christmas .  . .on into the 
new year,” she recently said. 

Neutrals combined with 
greenery, she said, sets the 
tone at her Unionville home 
for the holiday season.

O Christmas Tree!
O Christmas Tree!

 PENCIL SHAVINGS

NEUTRALS WITH GREENERY

WOODLAND ACCENTS


