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Humble Baron singer Alexis 
Harris ‘captivates’ 
A winner of 
‘The Quest’ 

Human remains found 
at Shoma Park

T-G Photo

Bedford 
readies for 
‘Holly Jolly’ 
weekend

On November 25, 2023, at 
approximately 3:58 PM Shel-
byville Police responded to the 
area of Blue Ribbon Parkway 
and Shoma Drive in reference 

to human skeletal remains be-
ing found. The remains were 
found by a citizen who had 
been walking in the area and 
notified police. Upon the offi-
cer’s arrival, they confirmed 
the skeletal remains as being 
human due to the remains be-
ing fully clothed and intact. 

The remains have been sent to 
the medical examiner’s office 
for further examination and 
identification. The Tennessee 
Bureau of Investigation is as-
sisting with the investigation 
and it is ongoing.

The annual Shelbyville-Bedford County Christmas parade will make its way through Shelbyville, beginning at 4 p.m., 
Saturday, Dec. 2. Traditional parade routes follow. Watch for Santa!!

Bell Buckle Quilted Christmas
Friday, Dec. 1 and Saturday, Dec. 2, 
from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Bell Buckle will 
hosts its annual quilt walk, featuring 
local historic homes and churches. 

Wartrace Christmas tree lighting
The Town of Wartrace will hold its 
annual tree lighting ceremony at 4 p.m. 
Friday, Dec. 1. Santa will be available 
for pictures inside Town Hall from 4 to 
5:45 p.m. Refreshments and Christmas 
shopping available. Christmas carols 
will precede the tree lighting.

Santa to visit Flat Creek
Those planning to attend on Saturday, 
Dec. 2, at 6 p.m. the Flat Creek Commu-
nity Center potluck meal, should please 
bring a covered dish. The event will be 
followed by a Christmas sing-a-long 
and a special visit from Santa Claus and 
Miss Claus. Cameras are welcome.

Shelbyville Christmas Parade
The local Christmas parade begins at 
4 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 2. Traditional 
parade routes apply.

Normandy Marketplace
A very Normandy Christmas Market-
place will be held 2 to 6 p.m. Saturday, 
Dec. 2, at Front Street in Normandy. 
Lots of vendors and Christmas activi-
ties.

Shofner Chapel Christmas
The first Christmas bazaar will be 
held at the historic Shofner Chapel, 
2884 Highway 41A South, Shelbyville, 
Sunday, Dec. 3, beginning at noon. 
The traditional Lessons and Carols will 
be conducted at 2 p.m. Sunday in the 
church chapel.

Coming Soon

Community Christmas Craft Fair
A Christmas craft fair will be held 
Saturday, Dec. 9, at the Unionville Fire 
Department, 3372 Highway 41A North, 
Unionville. Vendors will be on hand as 
well as food trucks. Door prizes will be 
awarded throughout the day.

CHRISTMAS PARADE SATURDAY!

SANTA’S ON HIS WAY

Like many musical artists, Alex-
is Harris of Shelbyville, a recent 
winner of the Humble Baron’s 
“The Quest” contest, credits her 
musical roots back to her church 
upbringing. 

“Blessed with parents who are 
both accomplished singers, I be-
gan my own vocal journey around 
the age of 4 or 5, finding my voice 
in the choir,” Harris told the T-G 
this week.

She was a student at East-
side Elementary, progressing 
through to middle school, and 
ultimately earning her diplo-
ma from Shelbyville Central 
High School. She continues 
to call Shelbyville her home. 
Her dreams in music 
“In the realm of music, my aspi-
rations extend beyond personal 
gratification. I aspire to grace the 
stage, delivering performances 
that not only entertain but also 
leave a lasting impact. My ul-
timate goal is to showcase my 
unique talent, inspiring others 
to relentlessly pursue their pas-
sions.”

Of course, winning the recent 
“The Quest” contest holds pro-
found significance for this Shel-

MAYOR READS AT LIBRARY
Shelbyville City Mayor Randy Carroll was a 
recent guest reader at Shelbyville-Bedford 
County  Public Library.  He chose a Thanks-
giving book for his selection.

ALEXIS HARRIS

This is the Humble Baron which con-
tains what has been documented as 
the Word’s Largest Bar. The venue is 
located at Nearest Green Distillery off 
Highway 231 North.

By DAWN HANKINS
dawn@t-g.com

byville resident. She says it has 
brought her childhood dreams to 
life. 

But she certainly gave back to 
the folks seated at the World’s 
Longest Bar with her vocal pre-
sentations earlier this month. 
Harris is said to have “captivat-
ed the audience” with her ren-
dition of “Tennessee Whiskey.” 
“Throughout my youth, I wanted 
to win a singing competition, and 
through prayer and unwavering 
determination, I achieved that 
goal! Representing my home-
town, Shelbyville, fills me with 
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County jail demolition 
in progress
Space could be used for activities, parking
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pride, allowing me to showcase the high level of talent in 
our close-knit community.”

She deeply thanks Humble Baron and its team, especial-
ly owners Keith and Fawn Weaver, for crafting opportuni-
ties which she says has transformed her dreams, and that 
of others, into reality. 

“Their unwavering support has been instru-
mental in my journey and I am truly thankful for 
their role in making this achievement possible.” 
The Humble Baron team in return notes it has successfully 
discovered Tennessee›s next musical sensations through 
their new talent search competition, “The Quest,”  hosted 
by renowned American R&B singer, Kenny Lattimore.

The grand finale unfolded at Humble Baron on Satur-
day, Nov. 4, with eight finalists competing in front of a live 
audience. Only two would walk away winners. The other 
winner, in addition to Harris, was Juliana Eden of Mur-
freesboro.

Harris and Eden have each won a monthly residency at 
Humble Baron, a bar which opened last spring off High-
way 231 North in Shelbyville at Nearest Green Distillery.

Calling the two winners “immensely talented,” the Hum-
ble Baron team notes that both area musicians have left an 
indelible mark with their soul-stirring performances.

Both artists will have the opportunity to regularly grace 
the state-of-the-art stage at Humble Baron – which was 
designed by the former technical director and engineer for 
Prince’s iconic Paisley Park. 

Humble Baron is committed to nurturing and empower-
ing local talent and “The Quest” represents a pivotal step 
in its journey to be a beacon for local artists. Such events, 
Humble Baron representatives note, reflects the team’s 
unwavering commitment to celebrating emerging talent. 

Featuring a 518-foot long showpiece bar that wraps 
around an indoor stage, Humble Baron allows guests to 
enjoy elevated fare and creative cocktails while watching 
live music in a state-of-the-art entertainment venue.

Hours are Fridays from 11 a.m. to 11 p.m.; Saturdays 
from 11 a.m. to 11 p.m.; Sundays from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Work has begun on dem-
olition  of the 1987 county 
jail on Lane Parkway in 
Shelbyville. Complete Dem-
olition Services has the con-
tract for the project.

Jail inmates were moved 
to the Bedford County Ju-
dicial Complex in January 
2020, and the jail has re-
mained empty since that 
time. 

There are no specific 
plans for the site once dem-
olition  is complete, other 
than as open space, but 
removal of the jail will im-
prove the view for visitors 
approaching the court-
house and the public square 
from the north. 

Bedford County Gov-
ernment reports there are 
ongoing discussions of 
how the cleared site could 

support downtown activi-
ties or parking. This  dem-
olition  project includes the 
1987 jail and the house-like 
building that held offices 
next door.

The historic rock jail on 
the property, which dates 
back to the 1800s, will not 
be  demolished  and will re-
main as a landmark and 
historic site.

The building at the corner 
of Lane Parkway and North 
Main Street which once 
housed the sheriff’s office is 
still in use as a juvenile de-
tention facility.

The county jail of the 1980s is soon coming down in front of town square on Lane Parkway.

Discussions hint that the cleared site might support downtown activities or parking space.

From Duracell, the #1 trusted battery 
brand, the M150 Portable Power Station 
enables you to work and have fun from 
anywhere – the kitchen table, the couch, 
the porch, airplanes, tailgates, co� ee 
shops or wherever else you’d like.

M150 Portable
Power Station

POWER UP FROM ANYWHERE

*Order by December 15th for Christmas delivery. Battery purchase does not include phone.

ONLY $199
Give the gift of 
portable power 
to friends and 

family this 
holiday season!*

When fully charged, the M150 provides:

Laptop Phone Tablet

1 Charge 6 Charges 3 Charges

Earbuds Smartwatch Drone

50 Charges 50 Charges 4 Charges

Attractive and clutter-free, the M150 Portable 
Power Station features a tiltable device holder 
with integrated storage compartment, dimma-
ble ring light, sleek charging dock, and 150 watts 
of portable power for phones, laptops, tablets 
and many other electronic devices to o� er the 
� exibility and portability needed wherever life 
takes you!

portablepower.info/o� er163

Call 731-261-8325 to schedule your free quote!



Shelbyville Times-Gazette

� Thursday, November 30, 2023  3AOpinion
THE ISSUE

AD VERITAS

TIMES-GAZETTESHELBYVILLE

Let us help you spread the news!
We welcome you to submit content for publi-

cation in The Times-Gazette and on our web-
site www.t-g.com. 

Scan the QR code to the right or visit the URL 
to submit your content. 

Press Releases
Letters to Editor
Guest Column/ Op/Ed
Announcements
Obituaries

https://richardsonmediagroup.-
formstack.com/forms/con-
tent_submission_form

O MO O

USPS  492-6 60
Apex Media, LLC

=

^
m of w b Jt f k k f kd
k bt pm m̂ bo

r qJ qm ^
m êÉ ëë =^ ï~ êÇ ë

O MO O

O M OO p
In county Mail       Other Mai l

           6 months $58.50

3 months $32.20
6 months $65.80

1 year $13.50

NEWSROOM
news@t-g.com

ADVERTISING DEPT. 
advertising@t-g.com

CIRCULATION
circulation@t-g.com

CONTACT US

Scan to Submit 
Content

Bedford Co. policy prohibits 
corporal punishment

USPS  PE 492660

DAWN HANKINS
dawn@t-g.com

Spare the Rod and 
Spoil the Child

Older alums of Bedford County 
(1990s and earlier) will likely re-
call that corporal punishment was 
administered by school personnel 
as a common form of school dis-
cipline. Wooden handled paddles 
were hung on walls, many with 
the whimsical name imprinted: 
“board of education.”

Those attending class here 
over 20 years ago can attest that 
it wasn’t unusual to hear a butt 
smack taking place in the school 
hallway. Most of the time, it was 
for misbehavior in the classroom.

Fast forward to 2023, corporal 
punishment is no longer allowed 
as a disciplinary measure in any 
school in Bedford County. 

The local policy states: Corpo-
ral punishment shall not be used 
as a disciplinary measure in any 
school. The Superintendent of 
Schools shall be responsible for 
developing and implementing 
in-service training programs for 
teachers and staff in the use of 
alternative, positive measures of 
discipline. Policy 6.300.

Director of Schools Tammy 
Garrett recently responded to 
some questions from the T-G in 
response to how Bedford County 
schools handle disciplinary action 
in 2023.

What are some of the alternative 
methods to discipline in Bedford 
County, since there is no corporal 
punishment? Say for disrupting 
classrooms or even skipping class.

To maintain a safe learning en-
vironment where orderly leaning 
is possible, we implement a vari-
ety of consequences such as in-
school suspension, out of school 
suspension, lunch detention, par-
ent meetings, parent phone calls, 
community service, loss of priv-
ilege, before or after school de-
tention, expulsion, remandment 
to alternative school, restorative 
counseling and restorative circles. 
For a full listing of possible of-
fenses as well as the resulting dis-
ciplinary options, please see the 
Code of Conduct, Bedford County 
Board of Education Policy 6.300.

As a seasoned educator, do 
you feel that this current poli-
cy against corporal punishment 
helps students? Perhaps in what 
ways (mentally and or socially?) 
I support the current policy. I 
have not worked in a system that 
implemented corporal punish-
ment in over 20 years; thus, this 
is what I know. Further, our cur-
rent policy supports our educators 
in modeling respectful, non-vi-
olent relationships while teach-
ing consistent school rules and 
consequences for breaking those 
rules. This reinforces our goal of 
developing successful, responsi-
ble, productive and contributing 
citizens.

The full Code of Conduct pol-
icy (6.300) for Bedford County 
Schools can be found on the school 
system website at www.BedfordK-
12tn.com.

Policy compared to nation
According to various news re-

ports, there are still some schools, 
particularly in the South, which 
still allow corporal punishment 
as a means of student discipline. 
One of those states is Mississippi, 
which has school systems which 
have come under fire numerous 
times over the years for its corpo-
ral punishment policy.

According to the Hechinger Re-
port, corporal punishment has 
been on the decline in the United 
States for the last several decades, 
in part because of growing evi-
dence that it harms students’ well-
being and academic performance 
while also failing to improve their 
behavior long-term. 

The Hechinger Report is a non-
profit newsroom dedicated to re-
searching the inequality and also 
the innovations in public educa-
tion. The report shows on corpo-
ral punishment that 31 states ban 
the practice and the most recent 
federal data shows that in the 
remaining states, 90 percent of 
schools have over the last 6 years, 
chosen not to use corporal pun-
ishment as a means of student 
discipline.

By a narrow margin a few years 
ago, a Texas school board nar-
rowly approved to reimplement 
corporal punishment—something 

that had not been administered in 
the school system since the 1990s.

Last spring, Texas lawmakers 
voted against a bill that would 
prohibit public school employees 
from using corporal punishment 
on students. House Bill 772  re-
ceived a 58-86 vote in the lower 
chamber. 

In essence, the proposed ban 
on corporal punishment in Texas 
schools failed again. Rep.  Alma 
Allen, a Houston Democrat and 
former public school educator, has 
carried a bill to eliminate the con-
troversial practice in each bien-
nial session for the past 18 years. 
The bill passed 5-2 out of the Se-
lect Committee on Youth Health 
and Safety.

On the House Floor last April, 
Rep.  Steve Toth, R-The Wood-
lands, and Rep.  Matt Schaefer, 
R-Tyler, said schools should be able 
to continue using corporal pun-
ishment, which includes inflicting 
physical pain on a student’s lower 
body to discipline them.

The Texas school system rein-
stating corporal punishment said 
it is time to get a hold on school 
discipline, once again. 

Those opposed to corporal pun-
ishment note it is mentally unac-
ceptable to subject students to this 
type of physical discipline, due to 
possible long-term and short-term 
side effects. Some Texas pediatri-
cians have spoken out again the 
practice.

Back in Bedford County
As for Bedford County, there 

is no public research available to 
demonstrate the effects of past 
use of corporal punishment. Some 
alums say they remember well 
placing their hands on the wall as 
principals gave them several licks 
on their rear.

Many parents and grandparents 
now, they say they do have mixed 
feelings about corporal punish-
ment being back in the schools, 
mainly due to the greater amount 
of abuse now being reported in 
some states, as a result.

What do you think about corpo-
ral punishment in schools? Email 
dawn@richardsonmediagroup.
net.

The old school paddle is retired here

Mark Twain’s Tom Sawyer was no stranger to corporal 
punishment. This classic Norman Rockwell painting ac-
companied a special edition of Twain’s The Adventures 
of Tom Sawyer. While Twain made a comical specimin of 
Sawyer’s unpleasant circumstance, the situation regard-
ing corporal punishment in schools today is no laughing 
matter. 

DAWN HANKINS

One thing I always enjoyed 
about working in church minis-
try, and being responsible for the 
church publications, was prepar-
ing the Christmas Advent bulle-
tins. Granted, after you produce 
about 1,000, you did kind of get 
your fill.

Still, it was fun to watch each 
week’s theme unfold. Cokesbury 
and Christianbook always had 
some of the most beautiful bulle-
tins from which to choose.

This Sunday, Christians cele-
brate the first Sunday of Advent. 
The 2023 Christian Christmas 
season runs through Dec. 24.

Advent is designed as a time of 
reflection, prayer and prepared-
ness of heart-- before we ultimate-
ly celebrate The Christ Child’s 
birth. While some do not believe 
Jesus was born in the winter, it 
is a time of great joy that many 
Christians hold sacred.

Some churches celebrate with 
ceremonies of greenery while oth-

ers light a candle for each 
week of Advent. Others 
have special readings like 
Lessons and Carols, which 
is being held this Sunday 
at 2 p.m. at Shofner Lu-
theran Chapel Church.

Wherever you attend 
church the first Sunday 
of Advent, remember that 
God loved everyone of us. 
I love this quote by the late 
Billy Graham. “The very 
purpose of Christ’s coming 
into the world was that he might 
offer up his life as a sacrifice for 
the sins of men. He came to die. 
This is the heart of Christmas.” 

So, each moment of service 
should be shared with those we 
love, even if they do not attend 
church. Discuss something spe-
cial about church services you en-
joyed, when able.

Dietrich Bonhoeffer said in 
“God is in the Manger,” that Jesus 
stands at the door knocking (Rev-
elation 3:20.) Remember, he wrote 
a lot of his Christian inspiration 

from prison.
Bonhoeffer said, 

“In total reality, he 
comes in the form of 
the beggar, of the dis-
solute human child 
in ragged clothes, 
asking for help. He 
confronts you in 
every person that 
you meet. As long 
as there are people, 
Christ will walk the 
earth as your neigh-

bor, as the one through whom God 
calls you, speaks to you, makes 
demands on you. That is the great 
seriousness and great blessedness 
of the Advent message. Christ is 
standing at the door; he lives in 
the form of a human being among 
us.” 

Let us greet one another with 
L.O.V.E. (Living Out the Victory 
of Emmanuel) this first Sunday of 
Advent.

  

DANIEL RICHARDSON

Growing up, my father often used the phrase, “This 
hurts me more than it hurts you,” as he administered 
discipline. As a child, this statement seemed more puz-
zling than the punishment itself. But now, as a father, I 
understand the truth behind those words. Discipline, in 
any form, is a complex and emotionally charged aspect of 
parenting.

In today’s society, where the debate over corporal pun-
ishment in schools and homes is increasingly polarized, 
it’s crucial to reflect on the biblical adage, “Spare the rod 
and spoil the child.” This proverb, often misinterpreted, 
doesn’t advocate for physical punishment but rather em-
phasizes the importance of guidance and correction in a 
child’s upbringing.

As parents and educators, our primary role is to prepare 
our children for the challenges of adulthood. This prepa-
ration often includes making difficult decisions about 
discipline. In my case, spanking is a rare and measured 
response, ceasing entirely by the age of five and never 
administered in anger. The goal is always correction, not 
retribution.

Reflecting on my own school days, I recall an incident 
in my junior year of high school that left a lasting impres-
sion. My American History teacher, who also coached 
football, threatened to paddle me if I continued to arrive 
late. Skeptical, I dismissed the warning until the day he 
made good on his promise. That experience, while uncom-
fortable, instilled in me a sense of punctuality and respect 
for authority that has served me well in life.

The debate on corporal punishment in schools is com-
plex. While I do not advocate for its widespread use, I be-
lieve there’s value in understanding its potential impact 
when applied judiciously and fairly. The key lies in balance 
and understanding the individual needs of each child.

I can’t imagine the challenges education administrators 
and teachers are placed in when trying to find the appro-
priate approach to discipline. 

In our quest to raise well-rounded, responsible adults, 
we must navigate the fine line between discipline and un-
derstanding. While the methods may vary, the underly-
ing principle remains constant: Discipline, when admin-
istered with love and care, is not about punishment but 
about teaching life lessons.

First Sunday of Advent thoughts
PENCIL SHAVINGS

DAWN HANKINS
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According to an an-
nouncement from Ten-
nessee Secretary of State 
Tre Hargett on Tuesday, 
Tennessee has set a new 
record for new business 
filings in the third quar-
ter of 2023. This marks 
the highest number for a 
third quarter in the 25-
year history of data col-
lection, as reported in the 
new Quarterly Business 
and Economic Indicators 
report issued by the Sec-
retary of State’s office.

Secretary Hargett high-
l ighted the cont inual 
growth in business filings 
throughout each quarter 
of 2023, attributing it to 
Tennessee’s robust econ-
omy, characterized by low 
taxes, reasonable regu-
lation, and responsible 
fiscal management. The 
third quarter alone saw 
19,304 new entities filing 
in the state, contributing 

to a total of 77,596 new 
businesses over the past 
year, representing a 2.9% 
growth rate.

This surge in business 
filings is a positive indi-
cator for the state’s econ-
omy, often leading to job 
creation, increased per-
sonal income, and growth 
in state revenue. Notably, 
state employment rose by 
8,700 jobs, and the unem-
ployment rate remained 
low at 3.2%, below the na-
tional average of 3.8%.

Davidson and Shelby 
counties led the state in 
the number of filings, fol-
lowed by Knox and Ham-
ilton counties. These four 
counties accounted for 
44.1% of all new filings 
statewide. Knox County, 
in particular, showed a re-
markable year-over-year 
growth of 54.2% for the 
third quarter.

Don Bruce, the direc-

tor of the Boyd Center for 
Business and Economic 
Research, commented on 
the record-setting num-
ber of new business filings, 
noting that it reflects the 
state’s healthy economy 
and its status as an excel-
lent place for business and 
residence. He anticipates 
continued strong growth 
in employment and in-
come for Tennessee.

The Quarterly Business 
and Economic Indicators 
report, a snapshot of the 
state’s economy, is pub-
lished through a partner-
ship with the University 
of Tennessee Knoxville’s 
Boyd Center for Business 
and Economic Research 
and the Secretary of State’s 
office. The full Q3 2023 
report, along with past re-
ports, can be reviewed at 
sos.tn.gov.

Tennessee Sets New Record 
for Business Filings in Third 
Quarter of 2023

Today, Tennessee Governor 
Bill Lee presented the Educa-
tion Freedom Scholarship Act 
of 2024, his administration’s 
legislative proposal to estab-
lish statewide universal school 
choice, alongside members of 
the General Assembly, Ten-
nessee families and education 
stakeholders. This legislation 
aims to provide every Tennes-
see parent with the opportuni-
ty to choose the right education 
for their child, while prioritiz-
ing families with the greatest 
need.

“A high-quality education 
has the power to change the 
trajectory of a child’s life, and 
there’s no question that now is 
the time to make school choice 
a reality for every Tennessee 
family,” said Gov. Bill Lee. 
“Tennessee’s Education Free-
dom Scholarships will empow-
er parents with the freedom to 
choose the right education for 
their child, while also giving 
them a say in how their taxpay-
er dollars are invested. In the 
coming months, I look forward 
to working with Tennessee 
families and members of the 
General Assembly to accom-
plish this historic legislative 
initiative and establish Ten-
nessee as a leader in providing 
choice for families while also 
striving toward the best public 
school system in the country.”

“Working to expand the 
educational choices parents 
and students have available to 
them is always a worthy goal,” 
said Lt. Gov. Randy McNally. 
“I am grateful Governor Lee 
has brought forth this proposal 
and I look forward to working 
with him, Speaker Sexton and 
all members of the General As-
sembly in pursuit of that goal.”

“We all agree that every child 
should have an opportunity for 
a quality education that meets 
their needs, and I strongly 
believe the ultimate decision 
should be made by parents, 
not government bureaucrats,” 
said House Speaker Camer-

on Sexton. “This scholarship 
opportunity is funded outside 
the current K-12 funding mod-
el, TISA, which means dollars 
do not follow students. We 
all know a quality education 
changes one’s life and reduc-
es poverty and crime within 
communities. In the future in 
Tennessee, students and par-
ents will be in control of their 
education success, without the 
government limiting their op-
portunities.”

“Across the state, parents 
should be empowered to make 
the best education decisions 
for their children by having in-
put over where their taxpayer 
dollars are spent,” said Senate 
Majority Leader Jack John-
son. “Students should not be 
boxed in to attending a school 
that doesn’t fit their needs. I 
am grateful to Governor Lee 
for proposing the Education 
Freedom Scholarship Act to 
give Tennessee parents the 
ability to make a fundamen-
tal choice: where their child 
goes to school. I look forward 
to working with my colleagues 
in the General Assembly and 
Governor Lee and his team to 
pass this legislation.”

“Tennessee is serious about 
student achievement,” said 
House Majority Leader Wil-
liam Lamberth. “This is a bold 
idea that will empower fam-
ilies and change lives. This 
initiative, combined with our 
historic investments in public 
education, will launch a new 
era of student success in Ten-
nessee.”

The Education Freedom 
Scholarship Act will empow-
er Tennessee parents with the 
freedom to choose the right 
school for their child and give 
families a choice where their 
taxpayer dollars are spent.

Tennessee residents enti-
tled to attend K-12 at a pub-
lic school, including homes-
choolers enrolled in umbrella 
or church-related schools, will 
be eligible for the program. The 

bill is structured to prioritize 
eligibility for the most at-risk 
students before ramping up to 
universal eligibility.

2024-25 school year: A to-
tal of 20,000 scholarships will 
be awarded on a rolling first-
come, first-served basis.

10,000 scholarships avail-
able for Tennessee students 
who are at or below 300% of 
the federal poverty level, have 
a disability, or are eligible for 
the existing ESA pilot program.

10,000 additional scholar-
ships available to a universal 
pool of students entitled to at-
tend a public school.

2025-26 school year and be-
yond: Universal eligibility for 
all students entitled to attend 
a public school. If applications 
exceed available scholarships 
due to funding, lower income, 
public-school and returning 
scholarship students will re-
ceive priority.

Since taking office in 2019, 
Governor Lee has been pas-
sionate about expanding choic-
es for parents regarding their 
child’s education, while also 
making historic investments 
in Tennessee’s public schools, 
with an emphasis on funding 
students, not systems.

In 2022, the Lee adminis-
tration worked in partnership 
with the General Assembly to 
pass the Tennessee Investment 
in Student Achievement (TISA) 
Act, transitioning Tennessee’s 
K-12 public schools to a stu-
dent-based funding approach 
and investing an estimated $9 
billion into education funding 
for the state, which included an 
additional recurring state in-
vestment of $1 billion annually.

In 2023, Gov. Lee signed 
Teacher Paycheck Protection 
Act, a landmark bill giving 
teachers the largest pay raise 
in state history. As a result, 
Tennessee is currently on track 
to become a top ten state for 
starting teacher pay by 2026.

Gov. Lee, Legislative Leadership Call 
for Statewide School Choice, Unveil 
Education Freedom Scholarship Act
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             7-year Extended Warranty* – A $735 Value!FREE
*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the generator 
with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

$0 MONEY DOWN 
+ LOW MONTHLY 
PAYMENT OPTIONS
Contact a Generac dealer for full 
terms and conditions

CALL NOW BEFORE THE NEXT POWER OUTAGE

(731) 261-8325

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE

Whether you are home or away, protect what matters most from 
unexpected power outages with a Generac Home Standby Generator.

Don’t let the stairs
limit your mobility.

Contactless consultations, installations and delivery available!

Discover the safe and aff ordable way to 
regain access to all of your home and allow 
you to use your stairs safely.

1-833-988-0035

Call now to save
on a Rave 2 stair lift! 

The Rave 2 stair lift is the ideal 
solution for anyone:

Who struggles using the stairs

That is worried about risking
a fall on the stairs

Who wants to access all of
their home

According to an announce-
ment this week from AAA - The 
Auto Club Group, Tennessee 
residents enjoyed more afford-
able Thanksgiving travel as 
gas prices dropped six cents 
across the state. This decline 
in gas prices coincided with an 
estimated 1.2 million Tennes-
seans hitting the road for the 
Thanksgiving holiday week-
end. The current Tennessee gas 
price average stands at $2.87 
per gallon, representing a 26-
cent reduction from the price 
one month ago and a 24-cent 

decrease compared to one year 
ago.

Megan Cooper, spokeswom-
an for AAA - The Auto Club 
Group, explained, “Recent 
drops in crude oil prices along-
side the seasonal downturn in 
gasoline demand are helping 
to keep downward pressure on 
pump prices. Unless there is an 
unexpected spike in crude oil 
prices or other major changes 
in the oil market, gas prices 
should remain low through the 
end of the year.”

Tennessee residents who 

embarked on road trips over 
the Thanksgiving weekend 
were met with the most bud-
get-friendly gas prices in three 
years. On average, motorists 
paid $2.89 per gallon at the 
pump during this holiday sea-
son, significantly lower than 
the $3.15 per gallon recorded 
the previous year. In 2020, 
drivers enjoyed an even more 
substantial discount, with gas 
prices at $1.89 per gallon on 
Thanksgiving Day.

Gas Prices in Tennessee Drop Six 
Cents, helping holiday travel

The 2023– 2024 Leadership 
Bedford adult and youth class-
es kicked off their year with 
the annual retreat held at The 
Webb School in Bell Buckle on 
Sept. 9. 

The retreat teaches leader-
ship, team building and prob-
lem-solving skills through 
several challenging low-ropes 
courses led by the school’s fa-
cilitators of the W.I.L.D. pro-
gram (Wilderness Instruction 
and Leadership Development.)

Since the retreat, members 
of Leadership Bedford have 
participated in three class days 
that focused on Bedford Coun-
ty’s history, government lead-
ership, local tourism, medical 
and social services, and small 
businesses and industries.

“We have a great group this 
year,” says Joe Marchesoni, 
Leadership Board president. 
“They’re energetic, enthusias-
tic and eager to work together 
and learn about the Bedford 
County community.”

Leadership Bedford’s next 
class day is planned for Dec. 6 
and will include opportunities 
to learn about public safety, 
local law enforcement and mil-
itary services offered in our 
community.

The 2023-2024 Leadership 
Bedford adult class partici-
pants include Andrea Brown, 
Angelia Nelson-James, Ashlyn 
Chapman, Dawn Loyd, Destiny 
Freebury, Emma Simons, Keri 
Wendling, Janet King Clark-
son, Elizabeth Gaefe, Hampton 
Hickman, Kari Bell, Katelyn 
Womack, Kent Smith, Letisia 
Diaz, Mallory Anderson, Ra-
chel Grijalva, Tiffany Beavers 
and Travis Emore.

Officers for the adult class 
are Rachel Grijalva, president; 
Ashlyn Chapman, vice presi-
dent; Dawn Loyd, treasurer; 
Kari Bell, secretary; and Emma 
Simons and Elizabeth Gaefe, 
historians.

The 2023 – 2024 Youth 
Leadership Bedford class 
members include the following: 
Ashley Cope, Abby Harris, Ad-
disonPope, Sawyer Lovvorn, 
Claire Perry, Amy Whitley, Sta-
cia Bowen, and Emma Gilmore 
from Cascade High School; Ad-
dison Cothran, Thomas Bowl-
ing, Emma Ralston, Ashlyn 
Yoes, Reily Anica Rodriguez, 
Gunnar McGowan and Sarah 
Woolbright from Community 
High School; Gracie Herrod, 
Kylie Boyette, NaVaeh Buchan-
an, Helena Duke, Caitlyn

Burdick, Victor Smith Rogel, 
Jackson Benson and Addison 
Rueff from Shelbyville Cen-

tral High School; and Jacie 
Bateman and Charlotte Carkuff 
from The Webb School.

Officers for the youth class 
are Jaycie Bateman, president; 
Addison Pope, vice president; 
Caitlyn Burdick, treasurer; 
Charlotte Carkuff, secretary; 
and Gracie Herrod, historian.

“With ‘Ready for change. 

Ready to lead.’ as our theme 
and mantra for the 2023-2024 
Leadership Bedford year, we 
are expecting great things as 
participants continue to lis-
ten, learn and participate in the 
various tours, presentations 
and activities that the program 
offers,” says Marchesoni.

Leadership Bedford kicks off with 43 participants
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Shelbyville Police Reports
Please note that the fol-

lowing summaries are based 
on reports provided by the 
Shelbyville Police Depart-
ment. These summaries are 
intended for informational 
purposes only and do not 
reflect accusations or con-
clusions by The Shelbyville 
Times-Gazette.

We firmly uphold the prin-
ciple that all individuals 
mentioned in these reports 
are presumed innocent until 
proven guilty in a court of 
law. The information pre-
sented is a condensed rep-
resentation of the original 
reports and may not contain 
all details or contexts.

We strive for accuracy and 
transparency in our report-
ing. However, if you notice 
any errors or inaccuracies in 
these summaries, we encour-
age you to bring them to our 
attention. We are committed 
to correcting any mistakes 
and ensuring that our re-
porting meets the highest 
standards of journalistic in-
tegrity.

Thank you for reading The 
Shelbyville Times-Gazette. 
We value your trust and are 
dedicated to providing you 
with reliable and responsible 
news coverage.

Employment Autho-
rization Card Reported 
Lost 

Date: 11/13/2023
Reporting Officer: James 

Sharp
Summary: 
Fabiola Abigail Zarate 

Medellin reported a lost 
Employment Authorization 
Card to the police depart-
ment on November 13, 2023. 
According to Medellin, she 
had visited the American 
Job Center in October 2022, 
where she presented her Em-
ployment Authorization Card 
along with other necessary 
documents. Upon returning 
home, she secured her docu-
ments but later realized that 
her card was missing. Medel-
lin returned to the American 
Job Center to inquire about 
her card, but they confirmed 
they did not have it. Officer 
James Sharp advised Medel-
lin of her rights and provided 
her with a report status form 
for her records.

Unlicensed Driver 
Arrested for Traffic Vio-
lations

Date: November 13, 2023
Reporting Officer: Ramon 

Castillo
Summary: On November 

13, 2023, Officer Ramon Cas-
tillo observed a blue Ford with 
a broken headlight driving 
outbound on South Cannon 
Blvd. The vehicle, registered 
in Tennessee with the num-
ber 559BHVT, was pulled 
over due to the light law vio-
lation. The driver, identified 
as Mr. Moises Mendez, ad-
mitted to Officer Castillo that 
he was currently unlicensed 
in the state of Tennessee. A 
subsequent check revealed 
that Mr. Mendez’s license had 
been revoked due to unpaid 
fines in Rutherford county. 
Consequently, Mr. Mendez 
was arrested for driving with 
a revoked license and for the 
light law violation. His vehi-
cle was left at the scene as per 
his request. Mr. Mendez was 
then transported to the Bed-
ford County jail and booked. 
His court date has been set 
for December 12, 2023, at 
9:00 AM. The entire inci-
dent was recorded by Officer 
Castillo’s Body Worn Camera 
(BWC), unit 114-19.

Man Arrested for Pub-
lic Intoxication on Madi-
son Street

Date: November 13, 2023
Reporting Officer: David 

Merlo
Summary: On November 

13, 2023, Officer David Merlo 
was dispatched to Madison 
Street following reports of a 
potentially intoxicated man 
in the roadway. Upon arrival, 
Officer Merlo found Adolfo 
Sebastian lying in the grass 
next to the road. Sebastian 
exhibited signs of severe in-
toxication, including a strong 
odor of alcohol and an inabil-
ity to stand without swaying 
and being unsteady. Due to 
his level of intoxication and 
the potential danger to him-
self, Sebastian was taken into 
custody for public intoxica-

tion. He was transported to 
corrections without incident. 
The entire incident was re-
corded on the officer’s body-
worn camera. Sebastian, a 
white male, was arrested by 
Officer Merlo, badge number 
465.

Man Arrested for Driving 
on Revoked License and Out-
standing Warrants

Date: November 13, 2023
Reporting Officer: Lane 

Jernigan
Summary: On November 

13, 2023, at approximately 
23:15, Officer Guinn and Of-
ficer Lane Jernigan pulled 
over a vehicle due to an ex-
pired tag. The driver, initially 
identified as Jeovan Hernan-
dez, admitted to not having 
a license. After his arrest for 
driving without a license, 
registration violation, and 
financial responsibility, a 
search at the jail revealed his 
true identity as Felipe Jeovan 
Hernandez Silva, as per his 
Mexico ID found in his wal-
let. Dispatch confirmed that 
Silva’s driver’s license was re-
voked and he had outstand-
ing warrants in Marshall 
County. Consequently, Silva 
was charged with driving 
on a revoked license instead 
of driving without a license. 
He is scheduled to appear in 
General Sessions Court on 
December 12, 2023, and his 
bond is set at $1,500. Silva’s 
sister, Maria Hernandez, 
took possession of the vehicle 
and its contents.

Man Arrested for Out-
standing Warrant on 
Southeast Side

Date: November 14, 2023
Reporting Officer: James 

Sharp
Summary: On Novem-

ber 14, 2023, Officer James 
Sharp encountered Colton 
Douglas on the sidewalk of 
the Adult Learning Center on 
the Southeast Side. Douglas 
was charging his phone at the 
time. Officer Sharp engaged 
in a consensual encounter 
with Douglas, during which 
a computer check revealed 
an active warrant for Doug-
las’s arrest. The warrant was 
issued due to Douglas’s fail-
ure to appear for a scheduled 
court date. Douglas was tak-
en into custody without inci-
dent and transported to the 
Bedford County Jail. The en-
tire encounter was recorded 
on Officer Sharp’s Body Worn 
Camera (B.W.C.) system. No 
further information is avail-
able at this time.

Storage Facility Bur-
glary at Riverview Street

Date: November 14, 2023
Reporting Officer: Jerry 

Lawrence
Summary: On Novem-

ber 14, 2023, Officer Jerry 
Lawrence was dispatched to 
Riverview Storage located at 
405 Riverview Street follow-
ing a report of burglary. The 
complainant, Ms. Kelly Peer-
cy, reported that her storage 
locker (#12) had been broken 
into. Ms. Peercy stated that 
she had visited the locker 
the previous day at 6:30 PM 
and everything was in order. 
However, upon her return at 
4:30 PM on November 14, 
she discovered that her lock 
had been cut and numerous 
valuable items were missing. 
Officer Lawrence advised 
Ms. Peercy of her rights and 
recorded the interaction on 
his body camera, connected 
to unit #113-21. The offend-
er remains unknown at this 
time and the investigation is 
ongoing.

Woman Involved in 
Car Accident Found 
Driving on Suspended 
License

Date: November 14, 2023
Reporting Officer: Chris 

Vest
Summary: On November 

14, 2023, Officer Chris Vest 
responded to a two-vehicle 
accident on South Cannon 
Blvd. The driver of a silver 
Nissan Versa, identified as 
Ashley Nicole Cantrell, was 
involved in the accident and 
was being treated for inju-
ries by Bedford County EMS. 
Upon checking her driver’s 
license, it was discovered 
that Cantrell’s license had 
been suspended due to lack 
of insurance proof from a 
traffic citation in May 2023. 
Cantrell, who confirmed she 

currently does not have in-
surance, was transported to 
Vanderbilt Hospital for fur-
ther treatment. Despite her 
hospitalization, Cantrell was 
issued a criminal summons 
and was informed of the book 
and release procedure, which 
she must complete within 10 
days. The incident was re-
corded on Officer Vest’s Body 
Worn Camera (BWC). No ad-
ditional information is avail-
able at this time.

Domestic Dispute Over 
Missing Money Leads to 
Threat Allegations

Date: November 14, 2023
Reporting Officer: Lane 

Jernigan
Summary: On Novem-

ber 14, 2023, officers were 
dispatched to respond to a 
reported domestic dispute. 
Shanna Hazel claimed that 
her brother-in-law, Shane 
Mcanally, had threatened 
to shoot her following a dis-
agreement over alcohol. The 
incident reportedly took 
place after Hazel had taken 
her sister, Christy Mcanally, 
Shane’s wife, to DUI court.

Upon investigation, offi-
cers visited the residence 
at 224 Edgemont Dr. where 
the alleged threat occurred. 
They spoke with Christy’s 
son, Chance Payton, who 
was present during the inci-
dent. Payton stated that the 
dispute arose when a money 
jar was accidentally knocked 
over and broke, leading to 
some money going missing. 
He denied any threats were 
made by Shane towards Ha-
zel.

Both parties were in-
formed of their rights re-
garding domestic violence. 
No arrests were made at the 
time of the report. The case 
is considered completed, but 
further investigations may 
follow if necessary.

Unlicensed Driver In-
volved in Two-Vehicle 
Collision on Madison 
Street

Date: November 15, 2023
Reporting Officer: Joseph 

Cleek
Summary: On Novem-

ber 15, 2023, Officer Joseph 
Cleek responded to a two-ve-
hicle accident at the inter-
section of Madison Street 
and Deery Street. The driv-
er, Ruben Matias-Sebastian, 
was found to be operating a 
motor vehicle without a val-
id driver’s license at the time 
of the accident. Matias-Se-
bastian, a white male, was 
issued a summons and was 
explained the booking proce-
dure, which he agreed to. The 
case is now considered com-
pleted. No further informa-
tion is available at this time.

Second Burglary Inci-
dent Reported at South 
Side Storage Unit

Date: November 14, 2023
Reporting Officer: Joseph 

Cleek
Summary: On Novem-

ber 15, 2023, Officer Joseph 
Cleek received a report from 
Matthew Colburn regarding 
a second burglary incident at 
his storage unit on the South 
Side. Colburn had previously 
reported a burglary on No-
vember 14, 2023, but believes 
this to be a separate incident. 
Upon checking his storage 
unit, Colburn discovered a 
Dual brand stereo, valued at 
$100, missing. Colburn also 
mentioned a potential sus-
pect, a “redheaded guy” who 
has been seen in the vicinity 
of the storage units. The sus-
pect remains unidentified 
and the investigation is on-
going.

Domestic Assault Inci-
dent on Northeast Side

Date: November 15, 2023
Reporting Officer: Joseph 

Cleek
Summary: On Novem-

ber 15, 2023, Officer Joseph 
Cleek responded to a do-
mestic assault report at 401 
Shoma. Upon arrival, he en-
countered Vincent Woods, 
who had visible scratches 
on his face and was holding 
strands of his hair. Woods 
claimed that his girlfriend, 
Ashley McCandless, had ver-
bally abused him and pulled 
his hair. Woods admitted to 
pushing McCandless in an 
attempt to remove her from 
his room. McCandless, who 
also had scratches on her 

face, confirmed that Woods 
had pushed her, causing the 
scratches. She admitted to 
being in Woods’ room and 
provoking him. McCandless 
stated her intention to leave 
the residence and move to her 
mother’s house in Columbia. 
Both parties were informed 
of their rights. McCandless 
planned to shower and col-
lect her belongings before 
leaving. The case is currently 
classified as a simple assault.

Verbal Domestic Dis-
pute Leads to Interven-
tion and Assistance

Date: November 15, 2023
Reporting Officer: Russ 

Grubbs
Summary: On Novem-

ber 15, 2023, Officer Russ 
Grubbs responded to a do-
mestic dispute at 317 Cliffside 
Ave. Upon arrival, Officer 
Grubbs made contact with 
Bobby Vandygriff, who was 
found sitting on the front 
porch. Vandygriff informed 
the officer that his girlfriend, 
Brandon Butler, had left the 
premises before the police 
arrived. The argument re-
portedly started due to the 
emotional distress Butler was 
experiencing on the anniver-
sary of her father’s death. 

Officer Grubbs later made 
contact with Butler, who was 
stopped by Sgt. Taylor in the 
parking lot of the Dinner Ta-
ble. Butler expressed that 
Vandygriff was verbally abu-
sive towards her and that she 
was in need of a safe place to 
stay. Sgt. Taylor subsequently 
transported Butler to the Ha-
ven of Hope, a local shelter, to 
ensure her safety. No arrests 
were made in relation to the 
incident.

Man Threatens Neigh-
bor with Gun on North-
east Side

Date: November 15, 2023
Reporting Officer: Bryan 

Lashwood
Summary: On Novem-

ber 15, 2023, Officer Bryan 
Lashwood was dispatched to 
300 Barksdale Lane, Lot 34, 
following a report of threats 
made with a gun. The incident 
involved Christopher Gross 
and David Stacey. According 
to Stacey, he and Kristin Sta-
cey were approached by two 
black males in a red 2008 
Ford Mustang. The passen-
ger was identified as Chris-
topher Gross, who allegedly 
had a 0.22 caliber handgun. 
Although Gross did not point 
the gun at Stacey, he report-
edly threatened him, saying 
“keep my name out of your 
mouth or I will handle you.” 
Stacey was not scared but be-
lieved Gross was attempting 
to intimidate him. Stacey was 
issued a status report form 
and informed of his rights. 
The incident was recorded on 
a department-issued body-
worn camera. Christopher 
Gross, the offender, is a black 
male. No arrests have been 
made at this time.

Domestic Dispute 
Over Room Change 
Leads to Food Fight

Date: November 15, 2023
Reporting Officer: Gary 

Goodwin
Summary: Officer Gary 

Goodwin responded to a 
domestic disturbance at 116 
Blue Ribbon Pkwy on the 
Northeast side. Upon ar-
rival, he made contact with 
Louis Burnett who report-
ed an argument with his 
daughter, Rebecca Burnett. 
The dispute was over Rebec-
ca moving her belongings 
from one room to another in 
anticipation of other family 
members moving in. During 
the argument, Rebecca al-
legedly threw tater tots at 
Louis. 

Rebecca confirmed the 
argument started over her 
moving items into another 
room and added that Lou-
is had forbidden her from 
having anyone over to help 
her move. When questioned 
about the food-throwing in-
cident, Rebecca admitted to 
spitting out a chicken sand-
wich on the ground after 
Louis claimed she hadn’t 
bought it. Officer Goodwin 
advised both parties of their 
rights and recommended 
they avoid each other for the 
rest of the night. No arrests 
were made at the scene.

Repeat Trespasser Ar-
rested at Local Bowling 

Alley
Date: November 15, 2023
Reporting Officer: Carter 

McAnally
Summary: On November 

15, 2023, officers were dis-
patched to Lightning Lanes 
bowling alley at 105 Davis 
Ln, following a report of an 
unwanted person identified 
as Eddie Ray. Officer Carter 
McAnally and his colleague, 
Officer Presley, confirmed 
that Mr. Ray had previous-
ly been trespassed from the 
premises on September 11, 
2023. Upon arrival, the offi-
cers found Mr. Ray walking 
through the bowling alley. 

When confronted, Mr. Ray 
agreed to leave the premises. 
However, due to his previous 
trespassing notice, the offi-
cers placed him under arrest 
for criminal trespassing. Mr. 
Ray was then handcuffed 
and transported to BCSO 
without further incident. 
The entire process was re-
corded on the Body Worn 
Camera (BWC) of the offi-
cers. No additional informa-
tion is available at this time.

High-Speed Chase 
Leads to Arrest of Unli-
censed Driver

Date: November 16, 2023
Reporting Officer: Carter 

McAnally
Summary: On Novem-

ber 16, 2023, Officer Carter 
McAnally observed a ma-
roon Dodge Journey speed-
ing eastbound on Madison 
St. The vehicle was clocked 
at 53 mph in a 40 mph zone. 
Upon initiating a traffic stop, 
the driver, identified as Mi-
guel Ramos Lares, presented 
a Guatemalan identification 
card. A subsequent comput-
er check confirmed that Mr. 
Lares did not possess a val-
id driver’s license and had 
a history of driving without 
one. 

Given the circumstances, 
Officer McAnally arrested 
Mr. Lares, charging him 
with driving without a li-
cense and speeding. The 
vehicle was towed by David-
son’s towing while other offi-
cers remained on the scene. 
Mr. Lares was transported 
to BCSO and booked on the 
charges. He received a crim-
inal summons from Com-
missioner Halsey for both 
charges. The entire incident 
was recorded on the officer’s 
body-worn camera.

Attempted Theft and 
Vandalism at Green 
Lane Parking Lot

Date: November 16, 2023
Reporting Officer: Joseph 

Cleek
Summary: On Novem-

ber 16, 2023, Officer Joseph 
Cleek responded to a report 
of vandalism at the parking 
lot of building 5, located at 
1601 Green Lane. The com-
plainant, identified as John 
Smotherman, reported that 
the rear driver side window 
of his Kia had been broken. 
Additionally, the plastic 
shroud around the ignition 
switch was missing, suggest-
ing a possible theft attempt. 
However, Smotherman con-
firmed that nothing was 
missing from the vehicle. 
The exact time of the inci-
dent remains unknown. The 
offender remains unidenti-
fied and at large. The inves-
tigation is ongoing.

Stop for Speeding 
Leads to Arrest of Sus-
pected Car Thief

Date: November 16, 2023
Reporting Officer: Michael 

Taylor
Summary: On November 

16, 2023, Officer Michael 
Taylor observed a red Nis-
san Versa traveling at an 
excessive speed on West 
Lane Street. The vehicle was 
clocked at 50 mph in a 30 
mph zone. Upon stopping the 
vehicle, the driver, identified 
as Sebastian Castro, was 
found to be without a valid 
driver’s license and the vehi-
cle was uninsured. A further 
check revealed that Castro 
was a suspect in a car theft 
reported the previous month. 
Castro was subsequently ar-
rested and transported to 
corrections. The vehicle, due 
to its lack of insurance, was 
removed from the scene by a 
scheduled wrecker.

Intoxicated Domestic 

Dispute Resolved Peace-
fully on Providence 
Drive

Date: November 16, 2023
Reporting Officer: Michael 

Taylor
Summary: On November 

16, 2023, Officer Michael Tay-
lor responded to a domestic 
dispute at 77 Providence Dr. 
The involved parties, Patrick 
Caldwell and Angila Thery, 
had been drinking through-
out the day and were intoxi-
cated. Their verbal argument 
escalated to a point where 
Thery felt the need to leave 
the residence, calling her 
niece for assistance. Upon 
her niece’s arrival, Caldwell 
attempted to prevent Thery 
from leaving. Officer Taylor, 
along with Lt. Wilkerson, 
managed to deescalate the 
situation, allowing Thery to 
leave the residence safely for 
the night. Both parties were 
informed of their rights and 
provided with report status 
forms. The entire incident 
was recorded on active body 
cameras. No arrests were 
made at the scene.

Third Instance of 
Vandalism to Vehicle 
Reported on Southeast 
Side

Date: November 16, 2023
Reporting Officer: Bryan 

Lashwood
Summary: On November 

16, 2023, Officer Bryan Lash-
wood was dispatched to 300 
Neely Avenue, Apartment 
4-B, following a report of 
vandalism to a vehicle. Upon 
arrival, Officer Lashwood 
made contact with the vehi-
cle owner, Alexis Jane Altice, 
and her 2021 Toyota Camry. 
Altice reported that her ve-
hicle had been keyed some-
time between 8:30 PM on 
November 15 and 5:30 AM 
on November 16. This marks 
the third time Altice’s vehicle 
has been vandalized in this 
manner. Altice was unable to 
provide any leads on poten-
tial suspects. Officer Lash-
wood issued Altice a status 
report form and assured her 
that a report would be filed. 
Extra patrols have been initi-
ated in the area as a result of 
the repeated vandalism. The 
incident was recorded using 
a department-issued body-
worn camera.

Found Property Re-
ported on West Side

Date: November 16, 2023
Reporting Officer: C. Agui-

lar Hernandez
Summary: On November 

16, 2023, Officers Diaz and 
Aguilar Hernandez were 
dispatched to a 911 call re-
garding found property. 
The call was made by Carlos 
William Seibers, a resident 
who discovered a child’s blue 
four-wheeler on his property. 
Mr. Seibers and his wife had 
heard noises near their porch 
earlier in the day but did not 
investigate at the time. Upon 
finding the toy vehicle, Mr. 
Seibers expressed his wish to 
remove it from his property 
and volunteered to deliver 
it to the police station. The 
toy four-wheeler is currently 
stored at the police depart-
ment. The owner of the prop-
erty remains unknown.

Unwanted Person 
Causes Disturbance at 
Canterbrook Village

Date: November 16, 2023
Reporting Officer: C. Agui-

lar Hernandez
Summary: On the evening 

of November 16, officers Diaz 
and Aguilar Hernandez re-
sponded to a call regarding 
an unwanted person at Can-
terbrook Village, formerly 
known as Bedford Manor. 
The complainant, Mr. Ron-
ald Wade Travis, reported 
that Abigayle Shipley had 
entered his home uninvited 
and caused a disturbance. 
Shipley, who had been pre-
viously evicted from the res-
idence due to ongoing issues, 
allegedly entered Travis’s 
bathroom without permis-
sion. When confronted, she 
began to gather her belong-
ings while arguing with Tra-
vis. After Travis threatened 
to call the police, Shipley left 
the premises. The incident 
was classified as a verbal do-
mestic dispute. No arrests 
were made at the time of the 
report.
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Champs’ Offense 
Sputters in 
Blowout Loss 
to Santa Fe

Savings shown over aggregated single item base price. Photos
exemplary of product advertised. Limit 2. 8 free 6 oz. burgers
will be sent to each shipping address that includes 74222. 
Standard S&H added per address. While supplies last. Items
may be substituted due to inventory limitations. All products, 
prices, and sales are subject to Omaha Steaks, Inc. Terms of
Use: OmahaSteaks.com/terms-of-useOSI. Expires 12/31/23. 
23M4858  |  Omaha Steaks, Inc.

Order Now!
OmahaSteaks.com/Deluxe8459 | 1.844.461.2144

Ask for your 8 FREE burgers with off er 74222DLJ

Butcher’s Deluxe Package
4  Butcher’s Cut Top Sirloins (5 oz.)
4  Air-Chilled Boneless Chicken Breasts (4 oz.)
4  Boneless Pork Chops (5 oz.)
4  Individual Scalloped Potatoes (3.8 oz.)
4  Caramel Apple Tartlets (4 oz.)
1  Omaha Steaks Seasoning (3 oz.)
88  FREEFREE PureGround™ Filet Mignon Burgers (6 oz.)

74222DLJ     separately $221.94
SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY PRICE     

$9999

Omaha Steaks are hand-selected for unmatched 
quality, naturally aged for maximum tenderness, 

and flash-frozen to lock in that unforgettable flavor. 
All you have to do is thaw, cook, and Mmmmm.

Limited Time: Get 8 FREE Burgers

PERFECTION
 IS EFFORTLESS

– MAKES A –
GREAT GIFT

Noah Maddox
Sports Writer

The Cascade Champions are off to an 0-2 start to the 
season after dropping their home opener 67-48 to the vis-
iting Santa Fe Wildcats. 

Budding Santa Fe (2-0, 0-0) star Auden Slaughter led all 
scorers with 31 points in a dazzling display of multi-level 
scoring that Cascade (0-2, 0-0) simply had no answers for. 
Unfortunately for the Champions, their biggest downfall 
was the lack of consistent offensive execution against the 
high-intensity pressure defense of Santa Fe.

The Wildcats jumped on Cascade almost immediately 
as they raced out to an early seven-point lead. As the first 
quarter wound down, however, the Champs seemed to 
wake up on the offensive end, even getting a buzzer-beat-
ing corner three from senior forward Nick Harris to take a 
15-14 lead into the second quarter.

Unfortunately for Cascade, that promising four-minute 
stretch turned out to be the only real positive offensive mo-
mentum in the entire game. Senior leader Isaac McElroy 
almost immediately picked up two fouls in rapid succes-
sion to open the second quarter, and almost immediately 
after the wheels started to fall off. Cascade only scored five 
points in the entire eight minute period as Slaughter con-
tinued to cook the Champs defense, leading Santa Fe to a 
29-20 lead going into halftime.

Cascade had handed the Wildcats most of their points 
in that frame with lazy turnovers that Santa Fe capitalized 
on, but even going into the break down nine at home with 
their best player seated on the bench with foul trouble, it 
felt like Cascade had a chance.

However, Santa Fe came out firing on all cylinders de-
fensively much like how they started the game, and quick-
ly blew this game wide open. As the lead swelled to 21 in 
the third, Cascade kept looking around for answers offen-
sively, but they only found more lackadaisical passes and 
turnovers. 

As the third quarter wound to a close, Slaughter at one 
point had outscored the Champions 25 to 24, which says 
just about all one needs to know about how lackluster Cas-
cade’s offensive performance was on Monday night. Santa 
Fe would take a commanding 48-27 lead into the fourth 
quarter while in the middle of an extended 34-12 run over 
the second and third quarters combined. 

The fourth quarter was just a formality, as Santa Fe eas-
ily closed out an impressive road victory winning by 19, 
67-48.

McElroy led all Cascade scorers with 24 points, but he 
was the only Champion that ended the night in double 
digits. Stone and McGee added six points apiece, but the 
numerous turnovers throughout most of the game meant 
that Cascade was doomed to climbing an insurmountable 
hill the entire night. 

	 The good news for Cascade, despite starting the 
season 0-2 in regular season play, is that it is only Novem-
ber. Teams take time to gel and grow together, especially 
with one as young in game experience as this group coach 
Chris Lawson has, and so it would be reasonable to expect 
the Champs to start to turn it around and find an offensive 
identity as the calendar flips over into December and Jan-
uary in time for district play. 

	 Santa Fe will head to Zion Christian for the sec-
ond night of a back-to-back on Tuesday night while Cas-
cade won’t play again until Friday night at Moore County, 
which will broadcast live on The Zinger 100.9 starting at 
5:45 P.M.

 

	

Noah Maddox
Sports Writer

The Cascade Lady Cham-
pions blew out the Santa Fe 
Lady Wildcats in a 52-26 
victory on Monday night 
in Cascade’s regular season 
home opener.  

Under the leadership of 
second-year head coach 
Janie Demonbreum, the 
Lady Champs (1-1, 0-0) 
never trailed, jumping out 
to a 10-0 lead at the end of 
the first quarter. 

Sophie Ray and Kaegen 
Young led the way for Coach 
Demonbreum’s home side, 
scoring 21 and 22 points re-
spectively. Ray did most of 
her damage in the first half 
while Young took over more 
in the second half. 

Ray had 17 of her 21 to-
tal points on the night in a 
one-sided first half that saw 
Cascade take a 30-12 lead 
into the locker room. Young 
added three triples in the 
first 16 minutes of play as 
well, as she ended the first 
half in double digits with 11.

The second half was just 
more of the same, as Kae-
gen Young scored 11 more 
points to keep Santa Fe at 
arm’s length with no hope 
of a comeback. Santa Fe 
was only outscored by one 
point in the third quarter 
as they trailed 39-20 going 
into the final frame, but the 
Lady Champs kept their 
focus and ended up clear-
ing the benches with about 
two minutes to go in what 
would end up being a deci-
sive 52-26 home win. 

Other than the prolific 
scoring from Young and 
Ray, the story of this game 
was the Lady Champs elite 

defense. Santa Fe (1-1, 0-0) 
did not score for the first 
eight plus minutes of the 
game, and their first points 
came at the free throw line 
early in the second quarter. 
Coach Demonbreum came 
out in a true 3-2 zone for 
the first time this season 
in hopes of shutting down 
the Lady Wildcats’ two best 
perimeter shooters, and it 
worked to perfection. 

Freshman Kendall 
Massey and Junior Chaslyn 
Stewart were held to five 
and seven points, respec-
tively, as Santa Fe seeming-
ly had no answers on how to 
attack the zone defense. 

This was a very impres-
sive win for Cascade con-
sidering that Santa Fe was 
coming off a one-point win 
at Eagleville over a week 
ago while the Lady Champs 
were coming off a dou-
ble-digit loss last Tuesday 
night to those same Lady 
Eagles. 

	 As Cascade clos-
es out the end of their first 
month of the season, there 
are a lot of positives to build 
on as the Lady Champs dive 
headfirst into their non-dis-
trict schedule, and Coach 
Demonbreum’s bunch will 
only continue to grow more 
confident as they improve.

	 Santa Fe will have 
to rebound quickly as they 
stay on the road to take on 
Zion Christian Tuesday 
night on the second night 
of a back-to-back while the 
Cascade Lady Champions 
head to Moore County on 
Friday night to take on the 
Lady Raiders in an old ri-
valry at 6:00 P.M. live on 
The Zinger 100.9.

Isaac McElroy shoots a fadeaway jupshot against Santa 
Fe. 

Lady Champions’ Dynamic Duo 
Dominate Santa Fe to Win Home Opener

Sophie Ray fights for a loose ball against Santa Fe. 

Kaegan Young puts up a 3-pointer. 

The Court’s Call: A High 
School Basketball Ode

In the heart of winter’s chill, 
the gym’s alight,

Echoing with cheers on a 
Friday night.

Young athletes, in jerseys, 
take the floor,

Dreaming of victories, the 
crowds implore.

Bouncing rhythms, the 
ball’s steady beat,

Sneakers squeaking in 
rhythmic heat.

Each pass, a promise; each 
shot, a dream,

In this game of swift, soar-
ing esteem.

Under the bright lights, they 
leap and they run,

Chasing a triumph, under 
the winter sun.

In these halls of youth, 
legends awake,

With every swish, every 
bold risk they take.

Here, heroes are born in the 
thrill of the game,

In the clang of the rim, the 
roar of acclaim.

In each dribble, a story, in 
each rebound, a fight,

In the final buzzer’s call, in 
the thrill of the night.

High school courts, where 
futures are spun,

Where friendships are 
forged, where dreams are 

won.
Here, in the dance of offense 

and defense,
Is the essence of youth, 

vivid and intense.

So let the ball fly, let the 
game sing its song,

In the heart of each player, 
where they truly belong.

For in high school basket-
ball’s fierce, fleeting flight,

Lies the spirit of youth, 
burning ever so bright.
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Maurice “Moe” Eugene 
Garrison 67 of Unionville 
died November 25, 2023.  
Per his request he will be 
cremated.   No services are 
scheduled at this time. 

He was the son of the 
late Lawrence Samuel and 
Gladys Regenia Peck Garri-
son.   He is survived by his 
wife, Diana Febold Gar-
rison; his children, Corey 
Garrison, Wesley Garrison 
and Candyce Garrison; 
brothers and sisters, Bry-
an Garrison, Joe Garrison, 
Barbara Thurman, Susan 
Emrick, Darlene Lewis, 
Sheila Dillon and eight 
grandchildren. He was pre-
ceded in death by a brother, 
Darrell Garrison.

Ruby Mai Farrar
Ruby Mai Farrar was 

born on May 11, 1925 to 
Myrtle and Carroll Blanton 
in Bedford County, Tennes-
see and died on November 
21, 2023 in Nashville, living 
to 98 years of age. 

She was raised in the Rov-
er community in Tennessee 
with her older siblings, Joe 
Edd, Franklin, and Mayme. 
She was a 1943 graduate of 
Community High School in 
Unionville, Tennessee.

After high school, she at-
tended Nashville Business 
College.  She worked at the 
Tennessee School for the 
Blind, and lived there with 
her aunt and uncle, Marye 
and Richard Blanton. There 
she met her future hus-
band, William Parks Farrar, 
whose parents also worked 
and lived at the school.

She joined McKendree 
United Methodist Church in 
Nashville, just prior to her 
wedding there on March 17, 
1945 to William Parks Far-
rar.  They were married for 
51 years until Parks’ death 
in 1996.

They raised their three 
children, Mary Carol, Su-
san, and Bill in the Crieve 
Hall neighborhood of Nash-
ville.  Ruby Mai lived in that 
house from 1955 until 2021 
(66 years.)

She retired as a secretary 
from the US Soil Conserva-
tion Service, Nashville of-
fice, in 1990.

In her retirement, she en-
joyed many travels around 
the US with her dear friend, 
Marie Craighead, and oth-
er seniors from the Mid-
dle Tennessee Conference 
of the United Method-
ist Church.   She was very 
proud to have visited all of 
the United States, except 
for Hawaii, Oregon, and 
Washington.

She was very active at 
McKendree, serving in the 
United Methodist Women, 
the Jubilate Senior Choir, 
and as a church office vol-
unteer.

She also enjoyed her hob-
bies of knitting and being 
an avid reader.

However, her greatest joy 
was being with her fami-
ly.   She loved and enjoyed 
her 6 grandchildren:   Gary 
Mitchell, Carolee Meredith, 
Justin and Brian Elliott, 
and Jake and Stacy Farrar; 
and her 9 great-grandchil-
dren:  Farrah and Matthew 
Meredith, Connor and 
Owen Mitchell, Parks and 
Marin Ruby Elliott, Charles 
Kades, and Shapard and 
Collins Farrar. 

Her sweet smile will be 
greatly missed by her fami-
ly and friends, including her 
son-in-law, Floyd Elliott, 
Jr.; her nieces, Ruby Tuck-
er and Norma June Mill-
er; and her nephew, Ricky 
Blanton.

Family members will re-
ceive friends in Friday, De-
cember 1, 2023 from 11:00 
am until 12:00 noon at Law-
rence Funeral Home.   Fu-
neral services will follow at 
12:00 noon from the chapel 
of Lawrence Funeral Home 
with Dr. David Chappell 
and Dr. Stephen Handy of-
ficiating.  Burial will follow 
in Simpson Cemetery, near 
her homeplace in the Rov-
er Community of Bedford 
County.

Ricky Blanton, Gary 
Mitchell, Justin Elliott, 
Brian Elliott, Jake Farrar 
and Matthew Meredith will 
serve as pallbearers.

The family wishes to 
thank the caring staff of 
American House Senior 
Living of Brentwood, and 
Heart ‘n Soul Hospice staff. 

In lieu of flowers, the 
family requests that do-
nations be made to McK-
endree United Methodist 
Church, 523 Church Street, 
Nashville, TN  37219

Anthony LaDon Curtis

Anthony LaDon Curtis, 
age 77, of Decherd, passed 
away Saturday, November 
25, 2023.

Funeral services were 
1 p.m. Monday, Novem-
ber 27, 2023, at Feldhaus 
Memorial Chapel. Brother 
Jonathan Curry officiat-
ed, with burial following in 
New Bethel Cemetery.

He was born, Septem-
ber 4, 1946, in Nashville, 
Tennessee, to the late 
Aubey and Thelma Snoddy 
Curtis. He was a pipefit-
ter by trade and a a proud 
member of Lodal 572. He 
helped build Browns Ferry 
Nuclear Plant, Tims Ford 
Dam, Normandy Dam, and 
Watts Bar. He retired af-
ter 20 years with AEDC. In 
his spare time, he loved to 
fish and hunt. He attended 
Paynes Baptist Church.

In addition to his parents, 
she was preceded in death 
by a sister, Krista Heflin.

Survivors include a 
daughter, Angie Isbell, and 
her husband Roger, of Shel-
byville and a son, Jeff Cur-
tis, and his wife, Shannon, 
of Cartersville, Georgia; 
grandchildren, Blake Cur-
tis, Galen Bailey, Dustin 
Curtis, and his wife, Katie, 
Sarah Tanner, and her hus-
band, Brandon, and Maggie 
Booth; the mother of his 
children, Lynda Whitaker.

Feldhaus Memorial 
Chapel is assisting the fam-
ily with the arrangements.

Mary Esther Brandon 
Floyd entered her eternal 
rest on Wednesday, No-
vember 22, 2023 surround-
ed by her loving family. 
Mary made a brave fight 
against ovarian cancer for 
the past three years. She 
was 77 years young.

Funeral service were 
held 1:00 p.m. Monday, 
November 27, 2023, at Do-
ak-Howell Funeral Home 
with Pastor Mike Hannah 
officiating. Burial followed 
at Hollywood Cemetery in 
Wartrace.

Mary was born on July 
17, 1946, in Scottsboro, 
Alabama to Ernest How-
ard, Brandon and Dorothy 
Irene (Cornelison) Derry-
berry. After spending a very 
small part of her childhood 
in Alabama, Mary’s father 
passed away when she was 
2, and Mary moved with her 
mom and stepdad to De-
cherd, Tennessee where she 
graduated from Franklin 
County high school in 1963. 
Mary played the clarinet in 
the marching band.

Mary married her first 
husband, John Wilson Ow-
ens in 1964 and they moved 
to Shelbyville, Tennessee 
and raised three daughters 
together who they adored. 
While both went on to re-
marry, Mary married her 
soulmate, Donald Wayne 
Floyd in 1989, and she 
moved to Wartrace Ten-
nessee, and they had one 
daughter they raised to-
gether and adored. Mary 
also gained two stepsons 
from her second marriage, 
who she loved and adored.

Mary grew to have 16 
grandchildren and 9 great 
grandchildren with one on 
the way that she loved more 
than life itself.

Mary worked at Empire 
pencil company for 20 
years and retired in 2000. 
The biggest part of her life 
was being a homemaker. 
She would often babysit for 
other family members and 
friends while they worked 
and was so loved and 
adored by them, she be-
came known as Aunt Mary 
and Mamie until later her 
first grandchild, dubbed her 
as Nanny, and she became 
Nanny by all the hearts of 
children, she touched. Mary 
touched the lives of every-
one she knew, and she nev-
er met a stranger. Mary had 
a servants heart, and she 
had a heart of gold and was 
the most selfless human be-
ing her children have ever 
known. Always caring for 
everyone else first and al-
ways putting herself last. 
Mary was a generous and 
kind soul who loved to give 
with no strings attached 
and always did for others 
out of the goodness of her 
heart. This is why she is so 
loved by all who were bless-
ed to know her and why she 
was so special, a one of a 
kind lady.

Not only did she love chil-
dren and people, but she 
loved all creatures great and 
small. She lived on a farm 
with lots of cows, horses, 

goats, chickens, roosters, 
guineas, llamas, parakeets, 
peacocks, cats, and dogs. 
She was a modern day Elly 
May Clampett.

Mary was a faithful Chris-
tian and grew up in the 
Baptist Faith and in time 
became a member of the 
Mount Pleasant Baptist 
Church, in Manchester, 
Tennessee. To some of us 
especially, her daughters 
she was our best friend, 
everyone knew her to be 
beautiful, loving hospitable, 
and fun. To others she was 
spunky, smart, strong, ap-
proachable, and high spirit-
ed. She had a memory like a 
steel trap. She had a fantas-
tic sense of humor and the 
quick wit of her brothers 
and dad. Nothing was more 
important to Mary than her 
family, they were her entire 
world. Mary was a loving 
wife and an amazing moth-
er and grandmother and 
great grandmother. She 
loved to spend time on her 
farm with her animals loved 
shopping with her girls and 
girlfriends and love telling 
the funniest stories and 
jokes. Always laughing and 
making the very best out 
of everything she loved lis-
tening to music and going 
to musical shows in Bran-
son and Pigeon Forge. Elvis 
Presley was her hero, but 
she was ours. Heaven will 
be made more joyful and 
beautiful by her presence 
there. We will deeply miss 
our Mary B Floyd.

She was proceeded in 
death by her father; Er-
nest Howard Brandon and 
mother; Dorothy Irene Der-
ryberry, brothers; Ernest 
Howard Brandon Jr., Larry 
Nunley, and Danny Nunley, 
and step-father; Leon Nun-
ley.

She survived her hus-
band, Donald Wayne Floyd, 
daughters; Cynthia Jane 
Owens McGee, Tammy Su-
zanne Owens King, (Chris), 
Lori Michelle Owens 
Mitchell (Robert), Jenni-
fer Ladona Floyd Finchum, 
Terry Floyd, Jeff (Elizabeth) 
Floyd, 16 grandchildren 9 
great grandchildren with 
one on the way; brother, 
James Nunley, and a mul-
titude of nieces, nephews 
and cousins. She also dearly 
loved her friends, especial-
ly her longtime childhood 
friends, Dottie Darnell, and 
Jennie Riddle.

In lieu of flowers, the fam-
ily request that memorial 
donation be made to ORCA 
@ www.orcahope.org. 

Doak-Howell Funeral 
Home is serving the family.

Mary Esther Brandon Floyd

Donald Armstrong
Donald Kenneth Arm-

strong, 88, of Bremo Bluff, 
VA. died November 21, 
2023.   Graveside Services 
will be held 1:30 p.m. Fri-
day, December 1, at Holly-
wood Cemetery, Wartrace, 
TN. Jeff Collet will officiate.

Visitation will be Friday, 
December 1, from 11:00 
A.M. to 1:00 P.M. at Hill-
crest Funeral Home.

He was born October 5, 
1935 in Wartrace, TN.; re-
tired farmer-cattleman; 
retired employee of Coo-
per Communities Inc. and 
a Veteran of the U.S. Air 
Force.

He enjoyed college foot-
ball especially Alabama 
Crimson Tide and fishing 
and farming.

He was preceded in death 
by his parents, Leo Arm-
strong and Thelma Mae 
Bush Staley; two brothers, 
Ralph Armstrong and Mau-
rice Armstrong. 

Donald is survived by his 
wife, Lynn Draper Arm-
strong; his children, Donna 
Armstrong Clanton, Lisa 
Armstrong (Greg Grove) 
of Shelbyville, David G. 
(Leilah) Armstrong of Bell 
Buckle, Donald Scott (Re-
bekah) Armstrong of Derby, 
Kansas; five grandchildren, 
Ryan Webb, Kristan Fal-
kum, Kelby Sanders, Kelly 
Owens, Nathan Armstrong; 
four great grandchildren, 
Landon Webb, Eli Webb, 
Joseph  Owens, Holden Fal-
kum.

Christine Moore Walker

Christine Moore Walker 
103 of Shelbyville died No-
vember 22, 2023.   Private 
Family Graveside Services 
were held 2:00 p.m. Sun-
day, November 26, at Beech 
Grove Cemetery with Mark 
Pierce officiating. She was 
retired cafeteria worker 
at Eakin School Cafeteria 
and a member of Horse 
Mountain Church of Christ.   
Christine was a loving moth-
er, grandmother and friend. 
She was preceded in death 
by her parents, Michael 
Shofner Moore and Mary 
Kate Mankin Moore; her 
husband, Edwin B. Walker; 
and a daughter, Mary Ruth 
Shelton. Christine is sur-
vived by her son, Eddie M. 
Walker; grandchildren, Re-
nee (Garrett) Gordon, Don-
na (Scott)  Shortridge, Lee-
ann (Sean) Reid, Michael 
(April) Walker, Eddie (Jes-
sie) Walker Jr.; great grand-
children, Walker (Phoebe) 
Gordon, Alexa (Andrew) 
Key, Sydney (Holt) Par-
sons,   Caleb Reid, Ryan 
Reid, Gavyn Reid; step-
great grandchildren, Bent-
ley Mooneyham, Aubrey 
Mooneyham, Caine War-
ren, Andon Warren;  great 
great grandchildren,  Lucy 
Key and Ava Key.
Maurice “Moe” Eugene 

Garrison
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See directv.com/stream/ for details. Cancellation: Modify or cancel at any time online or by calling 1-800-531-5000. ©2023 DIRECTV. DIRECTV and all other DIRECTV marks are trademarks of DIRECTV, LLC. All other marks are the property of their respective owners.

for 24 months  
+ taxes and fees

$8499*

MO.

CHOICE™  PACKAGE

Via Satellite  requires 24-mo. agmt., AutoPay, and Paperless Bill. Advanced Receiver 
Service Fee $15/mo. and Regional Sports Fee up to $13.99/mo. are extra and apply.

•  Your favorite live TV, shows and news –  local channels included
 Local channels may not be available in all areas. Device may need to be in billing region in order to view local channels. 

•  Catch your favorite live games with DIRECTV – leader in sports
 Claim based on o�ering of Nat’l and Regional Sports Networks. RSNs avail. with CHOICE package or higher.  Availability of RSNs varies 
 by ZIP code and package. 

Contact your local DIRECTV dealer!

844-787-6638

The holiday season, a 
time traditionally filled with 
joy and celebration, can be 
particularly challenging for 
those experiencing their first 
holiday after the loss of a 
loved one. The absence of a 
familiar face and the silence 
where once there was laugh-
ter can turn festivities into 
a time of profound sadness. 
However, there are ways to 
ease this burden and find 
a measure of peace during 
these times.

1. Embrace the Memo-
ries

Instead of avoiding the 
memories, embrace them. 
Set up a special place in 
your home with photos 
of your loved one and en-
courage family members to 
share their favorite stories 
and memories. This can be 
a healing experience, trans-
forming grief into a celebra-
tion of the life that you cher-
ished. Lighting a candle or 
playing their favorite music 
can also be a gentle remind-
er of their presence in your 
heart.

2. Create New Traditions
While it’s important to 

honor past traditions, creat-
ing new ones can offer a path 
forward. This might include 
volunteering at a local char-
ity in your loved one’s name, 
making their favorite dish for 
a community meal, or start-
ing a new holiday activity 
that brings joy in a new way. 
These new traditions can be-
come a meaningful tribute 
to your loved one, signifying 
the continuation of life and 
the enduring nature of love.

3. Allow Yourself to 
Grieve

It’s okay not to be okay. 
The holiday season can am-
plify feelings of loss, and it’s 
essential to acknowledge 
and express these emotions. 
Whether it’s through writ-
ing, talking with a trusted 
friend, or seeking support 
from a grief counselor, find-
ing an outlet for your grief is 
crucial. Remember, grieving 
is not a sign of weakness but 
a natural part of the healing 
process.

Finally, it’s important to 
remember that everyone’s 
journey through grief is 
unique. Be gentle with your-
self and allow the process to 
unfold in its own time. The 
holidays will inevitably be 
different, but in acknowledg-
ing your loss and embracing 
the love that remains, you 
can find a new kind of peace 
and joy.

As we navigate this holiday 
season, let’s hold close the 
memories of those we’ve lost 
and find comfort in the love 
and support of those around 
us. In doing so, we honor not 
only those who are no longer 
with us but also the resil-
ience of the human spirit.

Three Ways 
to Ease the 
Burden of 
Loss During 
the Holiday 
Season
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Shelbyville

ADVERTISING SALES

Position: Advertising Sales Representative

Job Description:
The Shelbyville Times-Gazette is looking for a motivated and re-
sults-driven Advertising Sales Representative to join our team. As an 
Advertising Sales Representative, you will be responsible for generat-
ing advertising revenue by selling print and digital advertising solu-
tions to local businesses.
Key Responsibilities:

●	 Prospect and acquire new advertising clients through cold call-
ing and networking.

●	 Maintain and grow relationships with existing clients.
●	 Understand clients’ advertising needs and develop customized 

advertising solutions.
●	 Prepare and present advertising proposals and contracts.
●	 Collaborate with the creative team to create effective ad cam-

paigns.
●	 Meet or exceed monthly and quarterly sales targets.
●	 Keep up-to-date with industry trends and competitive offer-

ings.
Qualifications:

●	 Proven sales experience, preferably in advertising or media 
sales.

●	 Strong communication and negotiation skills.
●	 Goal-oriented and self-motivated with a passion for sales.
●	 Knowledge of the local business community in Shelbyville, TN.
●	 Proficiency in digital advertising and marketing concepts.
●	 Valid driver’s license and access to a reliable vehicle.

To apply: 
Email your resume and cover letter to daniel@t-g.com

WANTEDMISC.
TOP CA$H PAID FOR OLD GUI-
TARS! 1920-1980 Gibson, Martin, 
Fender, Gretsch, Epiphone, Guild, 
Mosrite, Rickenbacker, Prairie State, 
D’Angelico, Stromberg. And Gibson 
Mandolins / Banjos. 866-846-4260 
(TnScan)

CABLE/SATELLITE 
TV/WIRELESS

CHOOSE EARTHLINK FIBER IN-
TERNET FOR speeds up to 5 Gigs, 
no data caps, no throttling. Prices 
starting at $54.95. Plus, a $100 gift 
card when you make the switch.  Call 
1-855-481-3340 (TnScan)

FREE HIGH SPEED INTERNET FOR 
those that qualif y. Government 
program for recipients of select 
programs incl. Medicaid, SNAP, 
Housing Assistance, WIC, Veterans 
Pension, Survivor Benefits, Lifeline, 
Tribal. 15 GB internet service. Bo-
nus offer: Android tablet FREE with 
one-time $20 copay. Free shipping 
& handling. Call Maxsip Telecom 
today! 1-855-669-2321 (TnScan)

D I R E C T V  S P O R T S  P A C K  3 
MONTHS on Us! Watch pro and 
college sports LIVE. Plus over 40 
regional and specialty networks in-
cluded. NFL, College Football, MLB, 
NBA, NHL, Golf and more. Some 
restrictions apply. Call DIRECTV 
1-844-230-4803 (TnScan)

HEALTH / BEAUTY

VIAGRA AND CIALIS USERS!  A 
cheaper alternative to high drug-
store prices! 50 Pill Special - Only 
$99!  100% guaranteed.  CALL 
NOW: 866-974-1464 (TnScan)

DENTAL INSURANCE FROM PHY-
SICIANS MUTUAL Insurance Com-
pany. Coverage for 350 plus proce-
dures. Real dental insurance - NOT 
just a discount plan. Do not wait! Call 
now! Get your FREE Dental Informa-
tion Kit with all the details! 1-844-
278-8285 www.dental50plus.com/
tnpress #6258 (TnScan)

DIAGNOSED WITH LUNG CANCER? 
YOU may qualify for a substantial 
cash award - even with smoking 
history. NO obligation! We’ve recov-
ered millions. Let us help!! Call 24/7, 
855-750-2678 (TnScan)

ADVERTISE 
THROUGHOUT TN

YOUR LOW COST ADVERTISING 
SOLUTION! One call & your 25 
word ad will appear in 99 Tennessee 
newspapers for $275/wk or 27 West 
TN newspapers for $100/wk. Call 
this newspaper’s classified adver-
tising dept. or go to www.tnpress.
com/newspaper-networks (TnScan)

HELP WANTED / 
DRIVERS

NEED YOUR CDL? WE DO CDL Train-
ing, testing, Job placement. Company 
paid training available. Training at 119 
EL Morgan Dr. Jackson, TN or 6711 
Reese Road, Memphis, TN. Call 800-
423-8820 Or visit www.drive-train.
org (TnScan)

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

DURACELL. THE #1 TRUSTED BAT-
TERY brand now offering the M150 
Portable Power Station. When fully 
charged the M150 provides enough 
power to charge all your devices 
laptops, phones, tablets, earbuds 
and more for work and fun. Give the 
gift of portable power this holiday 
season. Only $199. Go to porta-
blepower.info/138 (TnScan)

PREPARE FOR POWER OUTAG-
ES TODAY with a GENERAC home 
standby generator $0 Money Down 
+ Low Monthly Payment Options Re-
quest a FREE Quote. Call now before 
the next power outage: 1-888-869-
5542 (TnScan)

REPLACE YOUR ROOF WITH THE 
best looking and longest lasting 
material steel from Erie Metal Roofs! 
Three styles and multiple colors 
available. Guaranteed to last a life-
time! Limited Time Offer up to 50% 
off installation + Additional 10% off 
install (for military, health workers 
& 1st responders.) Call Erie Metal 
Roofs: 1-855-281-6212 (TnScan)

HELP WANTED
RECRUITING HEADACHES? WE 
CAN HELP! Advertise your job open-
ing in this newspaper + 98 news-
papers across the state - One Call/
Email for All! Contact our classified 
dept. or email    bmoats@tnpress.
com (TnScan) 

ANTENNAS

ANTENNAS. SAVE BIG! FREE LO-
CAL channels on antennas or a 
3 year price guarantee on pay tv. 
Call or come by Beasley Antenna & 
Satellite, 3000 E. Wood St., Paris, 
731-642-4077.

AUCTIONS

GET THE WORD OUT ABOUT your 
next auction! Save Time & $$$. 
One Call for All. Your ad can appear 
in this newspaper + 98 other TN 
newspapers. For more info, contact 
this newspaper’s classified dept. or 
call Becky Moats 931-624-8916. 
(TnScan)

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physi-
cians Mutual Insurance Company. 
Coverage for 350 plus procedures. 
Real dental insurance - NOT just 
a discount plan. Do not wait! Call 
now! Get your FREE Dental Informa-
tion Kit with all the details! 1-855-
607-4583 www.dental50plus.com/
martin #6258

Give a GREAT GIFT this Season. 
Send 100% guaranteed, delivered-
to-the-door Omaha Steaks! This 
package comes with 8 FREE Pure-
Ground Filet Mignon Burgers!  Or-
der The Butcher’s Deluxe Package! 
ONLY $99.99.  Call 1-844-461-2144 
and mention code 74222DLJ or 
visit www.omahasteaks.com/De-
luxe8459

Prepare for power outages today 
with a GENER AC home standby 
generator $0 Money Down + Low 
Monthly Payment Options. Request 
a FREE Quote. Call now before the 
next power outage: 1-731-261-8325

Don’t let the stairs limit your mo-
bility! Discover the ideal solution 
for anyone who struggles on the 
stairs, is concerned about a fall or 
wants to regain access to their entire 
home. Call AmeriGlide today!  1-833-
988-0035

DIRECTV OVER INTERNET - Get 
your favorite live T V, sports and 
local channels. 99% signal reli-
ability! CHOICE Package, $84.99/
mo for 12 months. HBO Max and 
Premium Channels included for 3 
mos (w/CHOICE Package or higher.) 
No annual contract, no hidden fees! 
Some restrictions apply. Call IVS 
1-844-787-6638

Switch to DISH and get up to a $300 
gift card! Plus get the Multisport 
pack included for a limited time!  
Hurry, call for details: 1-844-539-
2528

Shelbyville

Open Position: Office Manager
Job Description:
The Shelbyville Times-Gazette is seeking 
an organized and detail-oriented Office 
Manager to oversee daily administrative 
operations. As the Office Manager, you 
will play a critical role in maintaining of-
fice efficiency, managing office supplies, 
and providing support to staff members.
Key Responsibilities:

●	 Manage office logistics, includ-
ing mail, phone calls, and office 
supplies.

●	 Handle scheduling, appoint-
ments, and meetings for the ed-
itorial and sales teams.

●	 Assist in budget management 
and financial recordkeeping.

●	 Coordinate with vendors and 
service providers.

●	 Help with human resources tasks 
such as onboarding and payroll.

●	 Maintain a clean and organized 

office environment.
●	 Support the publisher and edi-

tor with administrative tasks as 
needed.

Qualifications:
●	 High school diploma or equiva-

lent; associate or bachelor’s de-
gree is a plus.

●	 Previous office management or 
administrative experience pre-
ferred.

●	 Strong organizational and multi-
tasking skills.

●	 Proficiency in Microsoft Office 
and basic computer skills.

●	 Excellent communication and 
interpersonal skills.

●	 Ability to work independently 
and as part of a team.

To apply: 
Email your resume and cover letter to 
daniel@t-g.comCALL NOW

855.955.5364

SPECIAL OFFER

Waiving All 
Installation 
Costs*

*Add’l terms apply. Offer subject 
to change and vary by dealer. 
Ends 12/31/23.

YOUR BATHROOM.  
YOUR WAY. 
IN AS LITTLE AS 

ONE DAY

 LEGAL NOTICE
The TDEC Division of Water Resources (DWR) 
proposes to issue a water quality National Pollutant 
Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit:

Applicant:Shelbyville Power, Water & Sewerage 
System
Shelbyville STP

Permit Number:TN0024180
Rating: Major
Permit Writer: Wade Murphy
County: Bedford
EFO Name: Columbia
Location: 525 West Jackson Street
City: Shelbyville, TN 37160
Activity Description: treatment of municipal sewage 
by activated sludge
Effluent Description: treated municipal wastewater 
from Outfall 001
Receiving Stream: Duck River at mile 221.25

####
For more information, or to review and/or copy 
documents from the permit file (there is a nominal 
charge for photocopies), contact Wade Murphy at 
(615) 532-0666 or the Columbia Environmental Field 
Office at (931) 380-3371. To comment on this permit 
issuance or proposed conditions submit written 
comments to TDEC-DWR, William R. Snodgrass 
- Tennessee Tower, 312 Rosa L. Parks Avenue, 11th 
Floor, Nashville, Tennessee  37243. Comments should 
be received within 30 days from the Legal Notice 
and should include the applicant name and NPDES 
Number.

Interested persons may request a public hearing on 
any application. The request must be filed within the 
comment period and must indicate the interest of the 
filing party and reasons for the request.  If there is 
significant interest, a hearing will be held pursuant to 
Rule 0400-40-5-.06(9)(a), and the Director will make 
determinations regarding permit issuance.
The proposed permit contains limitations on the 
amounts of pollutants to be discharged, in accordance 
with Federal and State standards and regulations. 
Permit conditions are tentative and subject to public 
comment.
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The executives for the 
Tennessee Region of the 
American Red Cross note 
without its volunteers-like 
Joyce Jones of Unionville- 
the nonprofit’s “life-saving 
mission” would likely not be 
possible.

Joyce celebrated in No-
vember her first anniversa-
ry with the American Red 
Cross as a disaster activities 
team member. The team she 
covers includes Bedford, 
Cannon, Coffee, Dekalb, 
Lincoln, Marshall, Moore, 
and Warren counties.   This 
group, she says, is part of the 
Heart of Tennessee Chapter 
of the American Red Cross 
in Murfreesboro, TN.

“I love the Red Cross and 
its credibility. Even in the 
Middle East now, they en-
trust the hostages on both 
sides to the Red Cross/Cre-
sent. I get so excited talking 
about the services we pro-
vide.:

Joyce credits Gene Wil-
liams of Shelbyville, a 20-
year member of the RC, as 
her mentor.

“When a team member 
accepts a dispatch, our com-
mitment, as DAT members, 
is to respond to a disaster 
within 2 hours and provide 
help to clients who have 
been displaced,” says Joyce. 
“Most times, it is still an 
active event with first re-
sponders still on site.”

Joyce and team respond 
to single and multiple fam-
ily house fires, storms and 
tornadoes, flooding, wild-
fires, and any disaster where 
people are displaced. “We 
also provide canteen ser-
vice to our first responders. 
God bless them, when they 

are involved in extended 
events.”

She said one of the best 
free community services is 
the providing of smoke de-
tectors and their installa-
tion. “This is near and dear 
to my heart because the lack 
of smoke detectors or non-
working ones has caused 
such unnecessary loss of 
life. “We conduct “Sound the 
Alarm” events and canvas 
areas going door-to-door 
educating and installing on 
the spot. But, we also install 
any time there is a request.” 

On the national front
In 2023, the intensifying 

climate crisis took a devas-
tating toll on people in the 
United States who turned to 
the American Red Cross for 
help coping with a record 
number of billion-dollar di-
sasters.

So far this year, an all-
time high of 25 billion-dollar 
disasters ravaged communi-
ties across the country. In 
addition, families sweltered 
in the nation’s hottest sum-
mer on record, and back-to-
back disasters led to a series 
of blood drive cancellations, 
which placed a further 
strained the national Red 
Cross blood supply. 

“The climate crisis is 
causing more humanitarian 
needs for families not only 
across Tennessee, but also 
across the country,” Joel 
Sullivan, regional executive 
officer for the Tennessee Re-
gion of the Red Cross said. 
“We ask supporters this 
holiday season to remember 
those who need support in 
the face of emergencies — 
and join us to provide care 
and comfort by making a 

financial donation or by giv-
ing blood or platelets.”  

Help during the holidays 
by visiting  redcross.org  to 
make a financial donation 
or an appointment to give 
blood or platelets.  

“Our lifesaving mission 
would not be possible with-
out volunteers and donors,” 
Sullivan added. “This hol-
iday season, join us to turn 
your compassion into ac-
tion.” To find out more vis-
it  redcross.org/volunteer  to 
get involved and help those 
in need. 

Increasing support/the 
climate

With the growing frequen-
cy and intensity of disasters, 
the Red Cross is working to 
adapt its services a nd grow 
its disaster response capac-
ity across the country. As 
part of this national work 
in 2023, the Red Cross dis-
tributed $108 million in fi-
nancial assistance directly 
to people after disasters of 
all sizes. 

Disaster volunteers ready 
to help

RC volunteers work 
around the clock to provide 
compassionate care to those 
affected by disaster, includ-

ing those that hit closer to 
home.  

Following an unusually 
active spring storm cycle, 
a dangerous storm system 
ripped across the nation 
over the first weekend in 
April, producing as many as 
100 tornadoes, killing more 
than 30 and injuring hun-
dreds.

In the Tennessee Region, 
the primary areas of impact 
include Cannon, DeSoto, 
Hardin, McNairy, Shelby, 
Tipton, and Wayne coun-
ties. Red Cross damage as-
sessments found more than 
235 homes majorly dam-
aged or destroyed.  Four 
shelters were opened in the 
Tennessee Region to serve 
displaced individuals and 
provide safe places to sleep, 
get warm meals, and find 
other resources. 

In the weeks following 
the tornadoes, Red Cross 
volunteers remained on 
the ground, serving meals 
to individuals still in their 
homes, distributing relief 
supplies and continuing 
damage assessment to en-
sure all needs were met.

Some of those needs in-
clude:

BLOOD DONATIONS: As 
the nation’s largest blood 
supplier, the Red Cross is 
grateful for the millions 
of donors who rolled up a 
sleeve throughout the year 
for patients in need. To fur-
ther improve people’s health 
outcomes, the Red Cross has 
been working with commu-
nity partners to introduce 
blood donation to a new and 
more diverse generation of 
blood donors — which is 
critical to ensuring that a re-
liable blood supply is avail-
able to the 1 in 7 hospital pa-
tients who need a lifesaving 
blood transfusion.

LIFESAVING TRAIN-
ING:  This year, the Red 
Cross expanded its train-
ing to empower people to 
act during current-day cri-
ses — which is vital con-
sidering that  nearly half 
of U.S. adults  report being 
unprepared to respond to 
a medical emergency. This 
included launching the new 
“Until Help Arrives” online 
training course last spring 
for opioid overdoses, severe 
bleeding, cardiac arrest and 
choking emergencies, and 
partnering with profession-
al sports leagues through 
the Smart Heart Sports Coa-
lition to help prevent trage-
dies among student athletes 
by offering CPR training and 
increasing access to AEDs.

MILITARY FAMI-
LIES:  Red Cross workers 
helped service members on 
U.S. military installations 
and deployment sites world-
wide — including in Europe, 
the Middle East, and South-
east Asia. As part of our 
support this year, Red Cross 
volunteers delivered emer-

gency communications mes-
sages connecting more than 
87,000 service members 
with their loved ones during 
times of family need, while 
also engaging members in 
morale and wellness activi-
ties during deployments.

INTERNATIONAL:  As 
part of the world’s largest 
humanitarian network, the 
American Red Cross sup-
ported international re-
sponse efforts to disasters 
such as this year’s massive 
earthquakes in Türkiye 
and Syria, the drought and 
hunger crisis in Africa, and 
flooding in Pakistan and 
Bangladesh. This has in-
cluded providing millions in 
cash assistance, food, shel-
ter, basic supplies, medical 
care and mental health ser-
vices. As devastating con-
flicts persist in other areas 
of the world, the global Red 
Cross Movement continues 
to provide aid for people 
suffering, including those 
in Ukraine and in Israel and 
Gaza, as part of its neutral, 
humanitarian mission. 

The American Red Cross 
Tennessee Region serves all 
95 counties in Tennessee, 
Crittenden County in Arkan-
sas and Desoto and Tunica 
counties in Mississippi. The 
Tennessee Region – part of 
a nationwide network of lo-
cally supported chapters - is 
comprised of the following 
eight Red Cross chapters: 
East Tennessee, Heart of 
Tennessee, Mid-South, Mid-
West Tennessee, Nashville 
Area, Southeast Tennessee, 
Northeast Tennessee, and 
Tennessee River.

Joyce Jones marks first 
year with Red Cross 
Please give this 
holiday season

Don’t let the stairs
limit your mobility.

Contactless consultations, installations and delivery available!

Discover the safe and affordable way to regain 
access to all of your home and allow you to

use your stairs safely.

The Rave 2 stair lift is the ideal solution for anyone:

Who struggles using the stairs

That is worried about falling on the stairs

Who wants to access all of their home

1-833-988-0035
Call now to save on a Rave 2 stair lift!


