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Council defers hiring economic leader

During monthly study session 
Tuesday, Shelbyville City Council 
members clammed up once again 
about making a decision on hiring 
either an assistant city manager or 
economic development leader. It 
took City attorney Ginger Shofner to 
prompt some conversation. 

“I was hoping that you all could, 

tonight, come to a conclusion to 
what you want,” said Shofner.

After about 45 minutes, Council 
finally decided to simply defer any 
action until February.

City Mayor Randy Carroll suggest-
ed during the meeting that Council 
might hire an outside consultant. He 
said that way,  Council will be as-
sured if there is enough work to even 
hire a full-time City employee, with 
benefits. He reminded Council has 
hired a retail strategies consultant 
in this manner.

It was pointed out, also, that an 
outside consultant would be divid-
ing its time between other groups, 
not just the City. 

Bobby Turnbow said Lawrence-
burg has hired a 39-year-old, with a 
multi million dollar company, to lead 
its economic development. “There’s 
people out there . . . younger people 
are hungry.”

Turnbow praised City Manager 
Scott Collins for knowing a lot of 

Talks 
to resume 
in February

GOT THE GEAR - Shelbyville’s 50th annual Jaycees Christmas Parade went 
off without a hitch Saturday evening, despite a drizzle of rain. These two little 
princesses from Bedford County Fair Pageant had the right idea with their rain 
gear. From left, Bristol Hill, Fairest of Fair People’s Choice, age 0 to 5, and 

Photos by Dianne Ratley

ON WITH THE PARADE

LOST IN THE ‘50S’ - In celebration of the 50th anniversary of the Shelbyville 
Christmas parade, floats carried a nostalgic theme. Winner this year was the 
team from Mt. Lebanon Methodist Church with their diner float.

From assisting the low-income 
elderly to making improvements 
within local juvenile corrections, 
Bedford County Mayor Chad Gra-
ham said recently that he and the 
County Commission have been 
busy this fiscal year. This is the 
first installment of two.

Juvenile detention center
Because Bedford County has 

maintained a juvenile detention 
program for years, he believes it 
is necessary, both reasonably and 
fiscally, for the County to contin-
ue what he refers to as the juvenile 
corrections “business.”

“Because we have had a facility 
in the past, is why I feel like I land 
on the side that we should stay 
in the business. The Commission 
has agreed. We’re moving for-
ward.”

That is something that’s “been 
on the books” for a long, long time 
and talked about a lot of years, ac-
cording to Graham. His position, 
he said, is that the current juve-
nile corrections facility on Lane 
Parkway is “deplorable.”

He advised there are daily 

County Commissioner Linda Yock-
ey and Bedford County Mayor Chad 
Graham take  time out for a photo 
with the famous penguin at the recent 
Christmas Tree Lighting on the public 
square.

Mayor 
Chad 
Graham 
updates 
County 
progress

UPDATE ON SKELETAL RE-
MAINS FOUND AT SHOMA 
PARK

Shelbyville Police report 
that DNA tests are still being 
done on the skeletal remains 
found recently in the Shoma 
Park area. Police did identify 
the remains as human. Police 
said it could be a while before 
any results are released to the 
public.

See COUNCIL, 2A

The Shelbyville Times-Ga-
zette is pleased to announce 
the appointment of Noah Mad-
dox as its new Sports Editor. A 
native of Middle Tennessee, 
Maddox brings a deep connec-
tion to the community and a 
wealth of experience in sports 
journalism.

“I’m really excited to have 
Noah on the team,” publisher 
Daniel Richardson said. “The 
future is looking up for local 
sports coverage in Bedford 
County.” 

Born and raised in Shel-
byville, Maddox is a familiar 
face in the community. He 
boasts strong local roots, with 
family ties to the Arnolds, a 
prominent family in the area. 
A graduate of Cascade High 
School, Maddox was an ac-
tive participant in the school’s 
sports programs, playing var-
sity basketball and soccer. He 
was part of the historic team 
that won Cascade boys basket-
ball’s first region title in 2018.

Maddox pursued his higher 
education at Middle Tennes-
see State University, where he 
earned a Bachelor of Science 
degree in Sports Media and 
Journalism. His college years 
further solidified his passion 

for sports, particularly his fer-
vent support for the Tennessee 
Volunteers.

Maddox acknowledges the 
high standard set by his pre-
decessors and expresses his 
excitement to continue the leg-
acy. He brings his own unique 
flair to the role, being actively 
involved in radio broadcasts 
on The Zinger 100.9 and AM 
1400, especially for Cascade 
athletics. Maddox’s involve-
ment in broadcasting pro-
vides a fresh perspective to the 
Times-Gazette’s sports cover-
age.

Maddox assures readers 
that while his current focus 
includes comprehensive cov-
erage of Cascade sports, he 
is committed to delivering 
high-quality content for Shel-
byville Central and Commu-
nity athletics as well. He em-
phasizes the importance of 
community engagement and 
encourages feedback from 
readers, inviting them to reach 
out to him at noah@t-g.com.

As the sports landscape 
transitions from winter to 
spring seasons, Maddox is 
eager to introduce new ini-
tiatives, including a weekly 
column, extensive roundups 

and recaps for all six varsity 
programs in Bedford County, 
and more in-depth game cov-
erage. His appointment is a 
promising development for the 

Times-Gazette as it continues 
to build its reputation for ex-
ceptional sports journalism 
under his leadership.

Maddox to Lead T-G Sports Coverage

Noah Maddox is the new Sports Editor for the Shelbyville Times-Ga-
zette.
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Favorite Fruits

Call 1-833-334-5974 to order item 291X
or Visit HaleGroves.com/H4YH33

Order Item #291X Only $24.99* (reg. $37.99) plus $7.99 shipping & handling. 
Satisfaction completely guaranteed. � is gift ships in December at the peak of 

freshness. Order by Dec. 17, 2023 for GUARANTEED Christmas delivery.  
AZ, CA, TX & LA order by Dec. 14, 2023.

Fruit so fresh, it’s still on the
tree when you order!
Our best-loved citrus and orchard fruits.

•  2 Grove Navels Juicy, tangy-sweet, and seedless: the world’s #1 orange!
•   1 Ruby Red Grapefruit So sweet, they never need sugar.
•  2 Honey-Sweet Tangerines Heavenly sweet and easy to peel. Kids love them!
•  2 Petite Red Navels Gorgeous red � esh with berry undertones.
• 2 Petite Golden Navels Snack-sized versions of the beloved classic.
• 2 Pears Juicy, creamy, and perfectly ripe.
• 2 Orchard Fresh Apples Crispy and fragrant with the sweet taste of fall.

What a gift – our most popular high-quality citrus and orchard fruits in one 
delicious assortment! Handpicked to order so it’s always fresh and perfect.

Since 1947. 
Hale Groves, Vero Beach, 
FL 32966

IC:  H4YH33

Picked, packed & shipped
with care from the Grove

High in vitamins & antioxidants

SAVE 34%
Reg. Price $37.99

ONLY

$2499*

Special, limited-
time offer!

Call now and

SAVE 34%!
*Plus $7.99 handling per pack to the 48 contiguous states. 

Limited time o� er, good while supplies last. 
Not valid with any other o� er. Limit 5 boxes per customer.
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people in Tennessee govern-
ment. He said he felt he could 
be good mentor to a City em-
ployee working in economic 
development.

Henry Feldhaus said previ-
ous conversations have hint-
ed that hiring a private group 
could cost a fair amount of 
money to the City, just in sal-
ary, alone. He said the idea of 
an assistant city manager was 
suggested based on the idea 
that a City employee of such 
might come with a more man-
ageable salary range.

“If we can relieve him 
[Scott Collins] of all dog calls, 
chicken calls . . . day to things, 
then the assistant city manag-
er could handle some of those 
routine calls and deal with 
department heads,” advised 
Feldhaus. 

Feldhaus told Council that 
Collins is already certified in 
economic development. “He 
knows the City well and could 
run with that as part of his 
job description. That would 
be a whole lot cheaper than 
trying to go out and hire . . . 
bring them in at $187,000. To 
me, that’s a waste of money. 
He can get the job done for 
maximum of $100,000. My 
position is we don’t need an 
economic director.”

Shofner said a majority 
agreement by Council would 
place a clear motion on the 
Dec. 14 regular Council meet-
ing.

Councilperson Marilyn Ew-
ing said it was a waste to pay 
someone just under $100,000 
to relieve the city manag-
er of dog calls, etc. She also 
had some issues with small 
portions continuing to be 
pulled from the hotel-motel 
tax fund. (Brings in revenue 
about $25,000 a month.)

Retail strategies is already 
paid out of that fund and 
Council also discussed Tues-
day about hiring an intern 
for tourism out of motel tax 
funds. The city manager said 
even though hotel-motel tax 
dollars are being earmarked, 
there is still a healthy fund 
balance in that revenue line 
item.

Councilman Gary Haile 
said he’s ready to move along 
with the majority of Council 
on this issue. Bobby Turn-
bow said he will go along 
with a private consultant but 
he doesn’t think there will be 
enough work.

The city mayor said that’s 
why he believes that Council 
should maybe do a short-term 
contract, to start, with a pri-
vate consultant. “We can al-
ways go back and hire.”

Last month, Council dis-
cussed hiring an assistant city 
manager and discussions sur-
rounded current City Man-
ager Scott Collins potentially 
assuming more economic de-
velopment duties. The action 
failed during regular Coun-
cil meeting, due to lack of a 
second motion. Two Council 
members were absent.

“You’ve voted to hire one, 
but didn’t give enough clear 
direction,” further advised 
Shofner. She asked if there 
was a simple job description 
available. 

“If you don’t want it to be an 
employee . . . want someone 
with contract, our purchasing 
policy states how we go about 
that process.”

Shofner said Lori Saddler, 
City purchasing agent, has a 
process (RFQ, etc.) to follow, 
before it ever gets to Council 
for final vote. Shofner said she 
would also have to do a con-
tract with a non-employee, 
private entity.

Suggesting Council defer 
any action until February, 
Councilman William Chris-
tie said, “I had rather not do 
something than do something 
wrong.”

What Councilman Henry 
Feldhaus had to contribute 
was likely the most frank re-
marks of the evening. He told 
Council that after months of 
discussion, he’s frankly tired 
of talking about it. 

Feldhaus suggested Council 
pay the local economic part-
nership its $100,000, move 
on and ride on that group’s 
synergy.  “Why we want to 
reinvent the wheel, I don’t 
know,” said Feldhaus.

plumbing and periodic elec-
trical interruptions. “The 
building is in such poor 
disrepair and poor quality, 
at some point you’ve got to 
make a decision—are we 
going to get in, or out, of 
that business.”

He said that’s, of course, a 
Commission decision. The 
state hasn’t yet intervened.

“That was another per-
sonal feeling for me, if we 
could make a commitment 
for a $42 million adult 
criminal facility . . . . I had 
much rather see us invest in 
kids-those we might could 
turn around and keep them 
out of that system.”

Graham said he certain-
ly has had mixed feelings 
about whether Bedford 
County should continue 
with juvenile corrections. 
But he thinks mostly, yes. 
Mainly, because the county 
has already invested many 
years and tax dollars into 
juvenile detention pro-
grams.

But if this were a new 
program, he might have a 
different perspective, he 
said. Still, he said it is cur-
rently incumbent on this 
county to continue the ju-
venile detention process, 
for many reasons, but 
mostly because the County 
wouldn’t want to find itself 
having to “start over.” If it 
became a necessity to do so, 
then that could prove much 
more costly, Graham said.

Graham said a new, sep-
arate, juvenile facility is 
being planning for Bedford 
County. While it will be 
near the adult correctional 
facility off Eady Road, there 
must be a total disconnec-
tion between juveniles and 
adults.

“I’m not exciting about 
having to build a new facil-
ity. But the truth is, we’re 
over 50,000 people and 
we’re growing 1,000 people 

a year.”
Graham said sadly, na-

tional trends are showing 
that the practice, by some 
systems, of sending juve-
niles home, under the di-
rection of their parents, 
isn’t working. Many return 
to crime.

Helping low-in-
come elderly

Mayor Graham recently 
discussed how the County 
is trying to help its low-in-
come elderly.

Graham said the Coun-
ty has, for the first time, 
matched what the State of 
Tennessee gives in the way 
of relief for low-income el-
derly (discount on proper-
ty taxes.) This low-income 
program is administered 
through Bedford County 
Trustee Tonya Davis’ office.  

“We were able to get that 
into the budget for the first 
time,” the mayor said. “We 
committed $100,000 to 
that program . . . right at a 
penny, you might say, worth 
of value.”

He said the max the state 
contributes is currently 
about $171 for low-income 
elderly who qualify, ac-
cording to state guidelines. 
“That’s a lot of money for 
the low-income elderly,” 
Graham said. “It’s doubling 
the relief they’re getting. 
Tonya has to do that pro-
gram for the state anyway, 
so the County matching 
was a great plus.”

Education as a 
top priority

Graham, a former Bed-
ford County Board of Ed-
ucation member, said as 
many people know, he ran 
for office on an education 
platform. He believes he’s 
made education a top pri-
ority.

“Now in this budget 
year, we have the expan-

sion of Thomas and Liberty 
Schools.”

Graham said the County 
is on a path of growth with 
these additional school ex-
pansions. And if all goes 
well, and there’s not a tre-
mendous student popula-
tion increase in the near fu-
ture, there will soon be no 
students studying in porta-
ble classrooms.

He also mentioned the 
new Cartwright Elementa-
ry School off Fairfield Pike 
was a big plus in improve-
ments.

Graham said his role is 
not to run the education 
system as that is done by 

the school board. However, 
he said it is his job, along 
with County Commission, 
to assist with the bricks and 
mortar aspect of education.

The County is the one 
that funds the money for 
buildings and structures, 
Graham advised. He credits 
a lot of people, particularly 
the County Commission, 
for supporting most recent 
school expansions.

“We were able to do all 
these expansions, in the 
end, without a [property] 
tax increase. And that is 
huge, in the big scheme of 
things.”

Several members of the community turned out recently for the 
annual Christmas tree lighting on the courthouse lawn. Santa 
Claus, of course, was the man of the hour.

From Duracell, the #1 trusted battery 
brand, the M150 Portable Power Station 
enables you to work and have fun from 
anywhere – the kitchen table, the couch, 
the porch, airplanes, tailgates, co� ee 
shops or wherever else you’d like.

M150 Portable
Power Station

POWER UP FROM ANYWHERE

*Order by December 15th for Christmas delivery. Battery purchase does not include phone.

ONLY $199
Give the gift of 
portable power 
to friends and 

family this 
holiday season!*

When fully charged, the M150 provides:

Laptop Phone Tablet

1 Charge 6 Charges 3 Charges

Earbuds Smartwatch Drone

50 Charges 50 Charges 4 Charges

Attractive and clutter-free, the M150 Portable 
Power Station features a tiltable device holder 
with integrated storage compartment, dimma-
ble ring light, sleek charging dock, and 150 watts 
of portable power for phones, laptops, tablets 
and many other electronic devices to o� er the 
� exibility and portability needed wherever life 
takes you!

portablepower.info/o� er163
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Tullahoma-based company 
remains one of the nation’s few 
credit unions to offer a member 
return

TULLAHOMA, Tenn., Nov. 30, 
2023  –  Ascend Federal Credit 
Union, the largest credit union in 
Middle Tennessee, announced to-
day that it will return $5 million 
to members in the form of bonus 
dividend payments, loan interest 
refunds and reward payments 
for loyal debit card use. With the 
addition of this year’s return, As-
cend’s volunteer, unpaid board of 
directors has approved giving a 
total disbursement of more than 
$109 million to the credit union’s 
members since the member re-
turn program began in 2005.

“Our member return is anoth-
er example of the great bene-
fits Ascend provides,”  said  Matt 
Jernigan, Ascend president 
and CEO. “Each year, we like to 
thank our valued members by 
putting money back into their 

pockets during the holiday sea-
son. Looking forward, we antic-
ipate another year of continued 
financial strength and stability 
in 2024, and we are enthusiastic 
about what is ahead for our credit 
union and members.”

Jernigan said the member re-
turn is never guaranteed, but 
it is a goal of Ascend’s board to 
distribute it every year. Thanks 
to growing membership and use 
of the credit union, as well as 
prudent management, members 
have received a return every year 
for the last 19 years.

The credit union examines its 
financial performance each year 
to identify how the return will be 
calculated and what amount will 
be given. Generally, the more 
checking/debit or savings activ-
ity someone has with Ascend, 
the greater their bonus payment, 
and the more loans they have, the 
greater their loan interest refund.

The 2023 return will appear on 

members’ December statements.
About Ascend Federal Credit 

Union
With more than 242,000 

members and more than $4.1 
billion in assets, Ascend Federal 
Credit Union is the largest credit 
union in Middle Tennessee and 
one of the largest federally char-
tered credit unions in the Unit-
ed States. Based in Tullahoma, 
Tenn., the member-owned finan-
cial institution offers banking, 
loan, retirement and investment 
services from its 27 branches, 
more than 55,000 free ATMs 
worldwide, digital banking por-
tal, and mobile app. The credit 
union’s mission is to serve by 
offering financial literacy educa-
tion and giving back to its com-
munities in a variety of ways. As-
cend is federally insured by the 
National Credit Union Admin-
istration. For more information, 
visit ascend.org.  

State Rep. Pat Marsh,  R-Shel-
byville, today announced a $20,000 
to the Gilliland Historical Resource 
Center.

The funds are part of a larger $5 
million appropriation approved by 
members of the General Assembly 
for the Tennessee State Museum in 
the 2023-24 state budget.

“The Gilliland Historical Resource 
Center does great work,” Marsh said. 
“This investment will help tell the 
story of James Gilliland and his ex-

cellent craftsmanship. I thank the 
Tennessee State Museum for their 
work in granting these funds.”

The funds must be used for build-
ing and land improvements, includ-
ing structural changes and renova-
tions.

Out of 170 applications totaling 
$12.5 million in requests, 108 muse-
ums across 58 counties were granted 
a total of $5 million in full or partial 
awards from the State Museum, ac-
cording to Ashley Howell, the exec-

utive director of the Tennessee State 
Museum.

  The money was made available 
to 501(c)(3) nonprofits or museums 
affiliated with government entities 
through the Tennessee General As-
sembly’s 2023-24 Appropriations 
Act. Each request had a minimum of 
$5,000 in improvements and a max-
imum of $100,000. The projects cov-
ered by the grants have a completion 
deadline of June 30, 2024. 

Speaker Pro Tem Marsh announces $20K 
grant to Gilliland Historical Resource Center

In 2024, Tennessee should focus on strengthening foundational 
policies, building effective pathways between education and ca-
reers, and ensuring K-12 supports meet student needs, according 
to a report released today by the State Collaborative on Reforming 
Education (SCORE).

SCORE’s 14th annual report, Building A Brighter Future: 
2024 State Of Education In Tennessee, highlights successes 
and opportunities in K-12 and postsecondary education in the 
past year and identifies research-informed priorities to support 
Tennessee students.

During the report release today, David Mansouri, president and 
CEO of SCORE, said with SCORE approaching 15 years since its 
founding, this year’s priorities look to the next frontier for trans-
forming education in Tennessee. 

“We have to recognize the ways in which the education and work 
landscapes are evolving. And must make sure our priorities and 
recommendations evolve at the same pace,” Mansouri said. “Look-
ing to the future, Tennessee must expand its vision for education 
so that each student has the opportunity to succeed in school and 
be prepared for a career that enables economic independence.”

The 2024 State Of Education In Tennessee report outlines three 
priority areas for the year ahead: 

• Expand student opportunity by strengthening foundational 
policies. To expand student opportunity, the report recommends 
strengthening some of Tennessee’s long-standing foundation-
al policies. Three areas that deserve particular attention are 
longitudinal data, Tennessee Promise, and postsecondary out-
comes-based funding. These policies are nationally recognized 
and have contributed to Tennessee’s growth in the past decade. As 
a state committed to continuous student-centered improvement, 
Tennessee must evaluate where these efforts are not meeting their 
full potential and make necessary adjustments.

• Build effective pathways between education and careers. 
In today’s education landscape, students have a menu of over 1 
million unique degree and credential opportunities, but not all 
of those opportunities have the same return on investment. It 
is critical for students to have a complete picture of the earning 
potential of degrees and credentials. With an understanding of 
what skills are most valued by employers, the state can help drive 
data-driven partnerships between education and industry. Early 
postsecondary and career experiences are another valuable tool 
for preparing students for success in life. Tennessee has long 
prioritized experiences like dual enrollment, career-technical 
education and work-based learning. In 2024, it’s important that 
we establish mechanisms to evaluate the quality of these oppor-
tunities. The report highlights the need for data access so that 
we can monitor how students are moving through the education 
pipeline and incentivize opportunities that result in improved 
student outcomes.

• Ensure K-12 supports meet student needs. K-12 schools 
and districts have experienced several major policy and prac-
tice changes in the last three years. These changes include the 
adoption of a new and nationally recognized K-12 student-based 
funding formula, the introduction of several strategies to bolster 
the teacher pipeline, and the launch of important high-dosage 
tutoring and summer programs to support student learning. In 
the coming year, we need to identify ways to meet student needs 
in the context of these many recent and important changes. The 
report urges support for prospective, new and veteran educators at 
each stage of their careers, along with evaluating and building on 
initiatives such as Grow Your Own. Additionally, the state should 
adopt a plan for instructional coherence to maximize learning 
for the state’s lowest-performing students, and it should ensure 
facilities funding for public charter schools, which primarily serve 
students of color and economically disadvantaged students.

Senator Bill Frist, M.D., founder and chairman of SCORE, says 
meeting the goals outlined in the report will require a new stra-
tegic alignment, as well as a commitment from all Tennesseans. 

“The work to build a brighter future for Tennessee students 
will take all of us, and it will be a continuous journey,” Frist said. 
“We have no doubt that with our shared advocacy and clear focus, 
Tennessee will shape an education system that is aligned to the 
new realities of our state’s labor market and, most importantly, 
gives students the opportunities they need and deserve.” 

SCORE presented the report findings during an event at the 
Tennessee State Museum in Nashville that included a panel 
discussion of 2024 education priorities. Speakers included: the 
Honorable Alberto Gonzales, Dean and Doyle Rogers Professor 
of Law, Belmont University; Charlie Friedman, founder and 
executive director, Nashville Classical Charter School; Dr. Jean 
Luna-Vedder, director of schools, Clarksville-Montgomery County 
School System; Deniece Thomas, commissioner, Tennessee De-
partment of Labor and Workforce Development; and Dr. Michael 
Torrence, president, Motlow State Community College. 

Today’s event is one of three discussions SCORE is hosting 
with leaders statewide to generate dialogue around Tennessee’s 
education priorities for the upcoming year. SCORE will host West 
Tennessee leaders in Memphis on December 12 at the National 
Civil Rights Museum and East Tennessee leaders in Chattanooga 
on December 14 at the Construction Career Center.

 
The State Collaborative on Reforming Education (SCORE) be-

lieves all Tennessee students deserve success. SCORE supports 
a unified and coordinated approach to education — from kinder-
garten through postsecondary — focused on helping all students 
complete high school and postsecondary education, earning 
the diplomas and credentials needed for a rewarding career. An 
independent, nonprofit and nonpartisan advocacy and research 
institution, SCORE was founded in 2009 by Senator Bill Frist, 
M.D., former U.S. Senate Majority Leader. SCORE measures 
success by the academic growth and achievement of Tennessee’s 
students. Learn more at tnscore.org. 

Priorities reflect 
expanded vision 
for student success 
from kindergarten 
to workforce

SCORE 2024 
EDUCATION PRIORITIES

The Tennessee Department of 
Safety and Homeland Security’s 
(TDOSHS) Driver Services division 
is partnering with Donate Life Ten-
nessee, Tennessee Donor Services 
and Mid-South Transplant Foun-

dation for the Keeping Tummies 
and Hearts Full of Love Winter 
Food Drive. 

From Monday, Dec. 4  through 
Wednesday, Jan. 31, 2024, Ten-
nesseans can bring non-perishable 
food items to any Driver Services 
Center in Tennessee. Food items 
will be donated to local food banks 
and organizations to help those in 
need.

“I encourage Tennesseans to 

show their volunteer spirit and sup-
port our winter food drive,” said 
TDOSHS Commissioner Jeff Long. 
“Many of our fellow Tennesseans 
struggle with food insecurity. This 
holiday season, we can give the 
gift of kindness and help feed our 
neighbors.”

To locate the Driver Services 
Centers across Tennessee, vis-
it https://www.tn.gov/safety/driv-
er-services/locations.html.

Diver Services hosting statewide food drive
Non-Perishable Food 
Items Are Being 
Accepted from December 
4th to January 31st

Ascend Federal Credit Union Members 
Share $5 Million End-of-Year Payment

Gas prices across Tennessee 
moved  higher over last week, 
however, pump prices began de-
clining over the weekend, allow-
ing drivers to start the week only 
two cents more expensive than last 
week. The Tennessee Gas Price av-
erage is now $2.89 which is 14 cents 
less expensive than one month ago 
and 10 cents less than one year ago.  

“Last week we saw a slight in-
crease in crude oil pricing, but 
thankfully oil pricing cooled off 
by the weekend. We saw a simi-
lar trend in our pump prices here 
in Tennessee - from Monday to 
Thursday last week the state aver-
age jumped five cents to $2.92, but 
thankfully prices began dropping 
over the weekend and fell to $2.89, 
only two cents more expensive than 
last Monday,” said Megan Cooper, 
spokeswoman, AAA - The Auto 
Club Group. “If the oil market con-
tinues to see fluctuation in crude 
oil pricing there’s a possibility that 
we could also see additional fluc-
tuation in our local pump prices. 
The good news is that 90% of gas 
stations in Tennessee have prices 

below $3 per gallon and Tennessee 
has the 10th least expensive state 
gas price average in the country.” 

Quick Facts
90% of Tennessee gas stations 

have prices below $3.00 
The lowest 10% of pump prices 

are $2.62 for regular unleaded 
The highest 10% of pump prices 

are $3.32 for regular unleaded
Tennessee is the 10th least ex-

pensive market in the nation
National Gas Prices
Despite less than stellar domestic 

demand, the national average for a 
gallon of gas fell only a penny since 
last week. The primary culprit is 
the cost of oil, which is creeping 
closer to $80 a barrel. Since oil is 
the main ingredient in gasoline, 
higher oil costs tend to put upward 
pressure on pump prices.

According to new data from the 
Energy Information Administra-
tion (EIA), gas demand ​decreased 
from 8.48 to 8.21 million b/d last 
week. Meanwhile, total domestic 
gasoline stocks increased by 1.8 
million bbl to 218.2 million bbl. 
Lower gas demand has contributed 

to limiting pump price increases 
amid rising oil prices. 

Today’s national average of $3.24 
is 18 cents less than a month ago 
and 17 cents less than a year ago.

National Oil Market Dynamics
At the close of Wednesday’s 

formal trading session, WTI in-
creased by $1.45 to settle at $77.86. 
Oil prices increased due to market 
concerns that OPEC+ will maintain 
its production reduction agreement 
through 2024. A tight oil supply 
could elevate prices if demand 
moves higher than expected. Ad-
ditionally, the EIA reported that 
total domestic commercial crude 
inventories increased by 1.6 million 
bbl to 449.7 million bbl last week.

 Drivers can find current gas pric-
es along their route using the AAA 
TripTik Travel planner.

Tennessee Regional Prices 
Most expensive metro markets - 

Nashville ($2.96), Jackson ($2.94), 
Memphis ($2.92) 

Least expensive metro markets 
- Chattanooga ($2.76), Clarksville 
($2.82), Kingsport ($2.83) 

AAA: TN Gas Prices Rise Two Cents
Tennessee falls to the 10th least expensive market in the nation
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All is calm. 
All is bright.
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Our gourmet gifts are 

beautifully wrapped, 

delivered when you 

want it, & delicious—

making it easy to f ind 

the perfect gift for 

everyone on your list! 

CLICK. GIFT.
SHIP. DONE!

Billye Gwyn Baarda
Billye Gwyn Baarda, 78, of 

Shelbyville died December 2, 
2023.

A Memorial Service will be 
held 2:00 P.M. Saturday, Jan-
uary 13th at Miracle Taberna-
cle Church Rev. Joshua Moore 
officiating.

Per her request she will be 
cremated.

She was preceded in death 
by her parents, Billy Carrol 
Riner and Irma Gwyn Birch 
Riner and her husband, Isaac 
Francis Baarda.

She is survived by her son, 
Shayne R. Baarda; a step-
daughter, Maelene Ford, and 
two step grandchildren.

Dean Thomas

Dean Thomas, age 59, of 
Wartrace, passed away Sun-
day, December 3, 2023, at 
his home, under the loving 
care and comfort of his fam-
ily and Hospice Compassus. 
A Celebration of Life Ser-
vice will be 3 PM Thursday, 
December 7, 2023, at Feld-
haus Memorial Chapel. Dr. 
Dee Cantrell and Herbert 
Der ick son w i l l  of f ic iate. 
The family will receive visi-
tors 4-8 PM Wednesday, and 
again one hour prior to service 
Thursday, at the funeral home. 
He was born March 5, 1964, 
in Fayetteville, to the late 
Horace Claude and Sara Ann 
Jean Thomas. A graduate 
of Cascade High School, he 
was a farmer and industry 
employee. He was founding 
member of Cascade Junior 
Pro Football League, and he 
enjoyed fishing and spend-
ing time with his children 
and grandchildren. He loved 
watching football, his carport 
visits with family and friends, 
and visiting the Great Smokey 
Mountains. Most of all, he en-
joyed coaching and watching 
Drew and Jake play football, 
and Sarah Beth play soft-
ball and show horses. Dean 
held membership at First 
United Methodist Church. 
In addition to his parents, he 
was preceded in death by a 
brother, John Darron Thomas. 
Survivors include his wife 
of 38 years, Beth Edwards 
Thomas; children, Andrew 
“Drew” (A shley) Wil l iam 
Thomas, Jacob “Jake” (Am-
ber) Dean Thomas, and Sarah 
Elizabeth “Sarah Beth” Thom-
as; grandchildren, Kennedy, 
Payton, Jackson, and Reed 
Thomas; brother in law, Bill 
Edwards; nephews, Chuck 
Edwards, Joey (Brooke) Ed-
wards, and Caden Thom-
as; a niece, Chloe Thomas. 
Dean would be honored with 
memorials to: Cascade High 
School Football Touchdown 
Club Attn: Jake Tyre, 3035 
Fairf ield Pike, Bell Buck-
le, TN 37020, or Bedford 
C ount y A nima l  C ont rol , 
or Compassionate Canine 
Care Sanctuary, Attn: Kel-
ly Skelton-Weise, 565 Potts 
Road, Wartrace, TN 37183 
The family would to thank, 
C on a n C a r ter,  N.P. ,  t he 
doctors and nurses f rom 
Vanderbilt Harton Medi-
cal Center, and the nurses 
from Hospice Compassus 
Feldhaus Memorial Chapel is 
assisting the family with the 
arrangements.

Rebecca Ann Redd
Rebecca Ann Redd, 80, of 

Winchester, died November 
30, 2023. Funeral services 
were held 2:00 p.m. Sunday, 
December 3rd, at Hillcrest 
Funeral Home.  Burial fol-
lowed at Hillcrest Memorial 
Gardens.   

She was a longtime resi-
dent of Bedford County and 
a member of the Methodist 
Church. She was preceded in 
death by her parents, Clyde 
Avery Redd and Eva Odleen 
Overcast Redd.

Rebecca is survived by her 
children, Leilah Renee (David 
G.) Armstrong of Bell Buck-
le, Tim Fox of Petersburg; a 
sister, Sherry Odleen (Tony) 
Campain of Lady Lake, Fla.; 
grandchildren, Kristan Arm-
strong (John Falkum), Nathan 
Armstrong, Savannah (Chris-
topher) Campbell, Mark Fox, 
Luke Fox; great grandchil-
dren, Carolina Campbell, Tea-
gan Campbell, Caden Camp-
bell and Holden Falkum.

 

Richard Dale Brown
Richard Dale Brown 74 of 

Shelbyville died December 4, 
2023.  Per his request he will 
be cremated. No services are 
scheduled.

He was born November 21, 
1949, in Shelbyville; retired 
employee of Eaton Corpo-
ration after 30 years and a 
member of Edgemont Baptist 
Church.

He was preceded in death 
by his parents, Lonnie Lee 
Brown and Laura Emmaline 
Roe Brown and a brother, 
Kenneth Lee Brown. He is 
survived by his friend and 
caregiver, Lisa Marie Crim, 
of Tullahoma.

Wilburn Pugh
Wilburn Dean Pugh, age 83, 

of Shelbyville, passed from 
this life Monday, December 
4, 2023, at home surrounded 
by his loved ones.

A native of Chapel Hill, 
Dean was born January 1, 
1940, to the late Andra Cleve-
land Pugh and Flora Mae 
Batten Pugh. Along with his 
parents he was preceded in 
death by: son, James Da-
vid Pugh; grandson, Jordan 
Drake Caldwell; brother, Sam 
Pugh; sisters, Dorothy White, 
Bonnie Blackwell and Ruby 
Hartrick; and sisters-in-law, 
Annett VanDerVoort Pugh, 
and Sandra Haislip Pugh.

Dean worked with Eaton 
Corporation as a machinist 
and retired after 35 years of 
employment. While he was at 
Eaton, Dean received his auc-
tioneer and realtor license and 
began a second career in real 
estate. He worked with Loyd 
Payne Realty, Vance Clay and 
46 years with Craig & Wheel-
er Realty. He also worked at 
any capacity with Duck River 
Speedway, Thunder Hill and 
Winchester Raceway, any-
thing from working on the 
racetrack to waving flags, he 
enjoyed being involved in dirt 
track racing.

He was an active member 
of Victory Baptist Church and 
was always willing to help 
anyone in the community and 
he never met a stranger. In his 
free time, he enjoyed; mowing 
and gardening.

Survivors include: loving 
wife of 60 years, Connie Joan 
Adcock Pugh of Shelbyville; 
son, Randy Pugh; daughter 
Tasha Pugh Caldwell both of 
Shelbyville; grandson, Vin-
cent Caldwell; brothers, Joe 
Pugh and wife Joyce of the 
Wheel Community, and Rob-
ert Pugh of Cornersville; and 
bonus family, Jessica Phillips 
and her children, Emiree, 
Lakelyn, Braxson, Dallas and 
Phoenyx.

Funeral services will be held 
at 1:00 p.m. Friday, Decem-
ber 8, 2023, at Victory Bap-
tist Church with Pastor Loyd 
Warren and Randy Crosslin 
officiating. Burial will follow 
at Hopper Cemetery.

Visitat ion w i l l  be held 
4-7p.m. Thursday evening, 
December 7th at Doak-Howell 
Funeral Home and again on 
Friday, prior to funeral service 
beginning at 12 p.m. noon, at 
Victory Baptist Church.

Memorial donations may be 
made to Bible and Literature 
Missionary Foundation by 
mail: 2101 US-231 Shelbyville, 
TN 37160 or to Victory Baptist 
Church by mail: P.O. Box 1030 
Shelbyville, TN 37162.

Doak-Howell Funeral Home 
is serving the family.

Nancy Carson
Nancy Leona Smith Carson, 

age 88, of Shelbyville, passed 
from this life Friday, Decem-
ber 1, 2023, at The Heart 
Remembers with loved ones 
at her side after an extended 
illness.

Nancy was a native of Bed-
ford County, born on January 
7, 1935, to the late William B. 
Smith and Carrie Sons Smith 
and; along with her parents 
she was preceded in death by: 
beloved husband, Coach Bry-
an Edwards Carson; grand-
son, David Garner Pitner; and 
brother, William Gene Smith.

She was a graduate of Shel-
byville Central High School 
class of 1953, as queen and 
valedictorian of the class 
along with being a band ma-
jorette. She started her career 
in the banking industry short-
ly after high school and retired 
after many years, finishing 
with Dominion Corporation.

She was a charter member 
and lifelong member of Faith 
Baptist Church. She was a 
kind, gentle, and loving soul 
that was strong and steadfast 
in her faith. She was also a vol-
unteer Pink Lady that brought 
her much joy as she served 
others. Her strong desire to 
help others was even seen 
late in life as she tried to as-
sist many of the residents she 
lived among at The Heart Re-
members. She always sought 
to find the good in others.

She had a n i n fe c t iou s 
smile and quick wit. She was 
a devoted wife, mother, and 
grandmother with family be-
ing the most important thing 
to her. She had an outgoing 
spirit and enjoyed people, but 
equally enjoyed quiet time at 
home.

She is survived by: daugh-
ters, Lynn Carson Clanton 
and Korley Cannon and hus-
band Blake; grandson, Carson 
Clanton and wife Charley; sis-
ters, Peggy Joann Smith, and 
Barbara Lois Coop and hus-
band Ronnie; sister-in-law, 
Sandra Smith; nieces, Carrie 
Crocker and husband Jamie, 
Peggy Biagini and husband 
Jim, Mary Lollis and husband 
Bart, Susan Howell and hus-
band Mark, and Karen Had-
ley and husband Don; along 
with a host of great nieces and 
nephews.

Funeral services will be 
held 1:00 p.m. Thursday, De-
cember 7, 2023, in the chap-
el of Doak-Howell Funeral 
Home with Pastor Don Hadley 
officiating. Burial will follow 
at Roberts Cemetery.

Visitation with the family 
will be held prior to funer-
al service beginning 11 a.m. 
Thursday, at the funeral home.

Memorial donations may be 
made to Faith Baptist Church, 
Normandy United Methodist 
Church, or Shelbyville First 
United Methodist Church.

Doak-Howell Funeral Home 
is serving the family.

Jan Lamb, LPC-MHSP
Therapist, 

Lamb Counseling Services
931.492.6889 Voice or

Text 

 jan@lambcounseling.net
304 E. Depot St.

Shelbyville, TN 37160
lambcounseling.net

Helping women, adolescent girls, and children
 1st through 5th grades
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Don’t let the stairs
limit your mobility.

Contactless consultations, installations and delivery available!

Discover the safe and aff ordable way to 
regain access to all of your home and allow 
you to use your stairs safely.

1-833-988-0035

Call now to save
on a Rave 2 stair lift! 

The Rave 2 stair lift is the ideal 
solution for anyone:

Who struggles using the stairs

That is worried about risking
a fall on the stairs

Who wants to access all of
their home Call 731-261-8325 

to schedule your free quote!

SHELBYVILLE HISTORY: THE HOOVERS

Sometimes when we re-
ceive obituaries, we learn 
a lot about Shelbyville and 
Bedford County history. This 
week, was one of those weeks, 
when we received the obitu-
ary for Joseph (Joe) Frederick 
Hoover.

A lot of things have changed 
since the Hoover family had 
businesses here decades ago. 
Thankfully, there are still 
members of the family, like 
Lytle Hoover, who’re able to 
share much about the town’s 
history around the time of 
World War II. 

According to Lytle, who 
now lives in New Jersey, their 
father was an undertaker here 
in the 1930s, so they lived in 
the funeral home. Lytle recalls 
of their childhood here, “No 
one would come to have din-
ner with us, except the little 
boy next door. named Bobby 
Hancock. He constantly asked 
my mother if he could come. 
We finally invited him. My fa-
ther was a real jokester.”

So much so, he remem-
bers that “little Bobby” was 
so scared once by one of his 
father’s jokes that he once ran 
clean home—without his fa-
vorite blackberry pie.

A l l  k idd i ng  a s ide ,  t he 
Hoover family played a sig-
nificant role as Shelbyville 
business leaders in its early 
development in the 1930s and 
40s. It was tough times, but 
he recalls, some of the best 
of times.

His grandfather owned a 
furniture store on the south 
side of the town square. He 
started a funeral home up-
stairs, in the store. Later, the 
funeral home was at 411 At-
kinson St, next to the Gunter 
building Gunters(building.) 

Another memory of Lytle’s 
is war-related. The 91-year-
old first pauses to wipe his 
eyes. 

“We had a very large porch 
that had a swing and two 
gliders,” he recalls. “ . . .16 
miles away was paratrooper 
training grounds. Each Sun-
day morning, we found 10-15 
soldiers laying on the porch or 
on couches inside sleeping on 
them. Mom made breakfast 
for them with eggs, bacon, 
toast and pancakes. I remem-
ber how Mom said it was the 
least we could do, since some 
would not come back. As a 
kid, I thought she meant they 
would come back next week.”

He also has fond mem-
ories of his veteran brother 
Joseph who passed away last 
summer. (See adjacent obit.) 
Joseph “Freddy,” is referred 
to as having been a talented, 
life-long artist, U.S. Army Vet-
eran, Eagle Scout, scout lead-
er, and beloved family man. 
Joseph passed away on June 
28, 2023, so Lytle wanted to 
share locally his obit.

Born Jan. 14, 1930, in Shel-
byville, he was the son of 
Oscar Terry and Jo Frances 
(Harpole) Hoover. O. Terry 
and Jo Frances and their chil-
dren reportedly had quite a 
life here.

After World War II broke 
out, because their father was 
also a certified machinist, the 
family moved to multiple plac-

Former local business leaders

Joseph (Joe) Freder ick 
Hoover, a talented lifelong art-
ist, United States Army Veter-
an, Eagle Scout, Scout Leader, 
and beloved family man went 
to be with his Lord on June 
28, 2023. He was born Jan-
uary 14, 1930 in Shelbyville, 
Tennessee, the son of Oscar 
Terry and Jo Frances (Har-
pole) Hoover. 

His father was an under-
taker in the 1930s and they 
lived in the funeral home. Af-
ter World War II broke out, 
because his father was also a 
certified machinist, the family 
moved to multiple places, in-
cluding Oak Ridge, Tennessee. 
It was there, at Oak Ridge High 
School, Joe received his first 
formal Art education and dis-
covered his passion. After the 
war ended, they moved back to 
Shelbyville where he graduat-
ed from Central High School 
in 1949. Joe first attended 
Auburn University where he 
was a member of the Civil Air 
Patrol and Naval ROTC. He 
transferred to Wayne (State) 
University in Detroit, where 
he received his Bachelors and 
Masters of Fine Arts degrees. 
In the early 1950s, Joe met the 
love of his life, Alma Davis, at 
the “Madison Heights” Meth-
odist Church. He was drafted 
into the United States Army. 
They were married on Janu-
ary 29, 1954. While Joe was 
stationed in Periguez, France, 
Alma joined him, where their 
first son Dan was born. They 
returned to Michigan for 
where God later blessed them 
with two more children, Linda 
and David, and ultimately, one 
very wonderful loving grand-
son Ben. Joe was employed by 
General Motors “Design Staff” 
at the Warren Tech Center for 
31 years as an Automobile 
Sculptor. After he retired, he 
continued to be active in many 
artistic and community en-
deavors. Among these are es-
tablishing a Boy Scout Muse-
um, WWII history exhibits in 
Washington and Shelbyville, 
creating several works of art 
for Madison Heights Meth-
odist Church, designing Peach 
Festival Floats for Muir Fu-
neral Home. 

Joe was a devoted mem-
ber of the Washington Bap-
t i s t  Chu rch.  He enjoye d 
t ime w ith his family and 
w i l l  be missed by ma ny. 
He is surv ived by his son 
David of Rochester, grand-
son Ben (Rebecca) Hoover 
of Whitehall, great grand-
children Mayleen, Br yce, 
and Teli. He is also survived 
by his brother O. Lytle Hoover 
of Cherry Hill, NJ and many 
nieces and nephews. Joe was 
preceded in death by his chil-
dren, Dan and Linda and his 
beloved wife, Alma. 

A memorial visitation was 
held on July 14, 2023. Fol-
lowing the service, the Unit-
ed States Army honor guard 
played Taps and presented 
the flag to the family.  All the 
arrangements were held at 
White Chapel Cemetery (621 
West Long Lake Road, Troy, 
MI 48098.)  All arrangements 
are entrusted to the Muir Fu-
neral Home & Celebration of 
Life Center.

es, including Oak Ridge. 
“It was there, at Oak Ridge 

High School, where Joe re-
ceived his f irst formal art 
education . . . discovered his 
passion for art,” says Lytle.

Lytle points out specifically 
the painting his brother did of 
the Duck River Dam and also 
of the Hoover Funeral Home. 
They do not have photos of 
the funeral home, so this is 
why Freddy painted it-from 
memory, he says.

After the war ended, the 
Hoovers moved back to Shel-
byville in the 1940s. Lytle 
notes that their grandfather’s 
store, Hoover’s Market, was 
then located on the south side 
of the town square. 

Hoover Funeral Home, 
where the family lived, was at 
411 Atkinson Street (no lon-
ger.) “Grandfather . . . started 
the funeral home upstairs at 
the store.”

“My grandfather lived at 
710 N. Main St., which is now 
where Kentucky Fried Chick-
en (KFC) is located,” shares 
Lytle. “By the way, our phone 
number was 98J.  ‘J’ meant it 
was a party line. if there was 
an emergency and somebody 
was on [the line] you simply 
picked up the phone and asked 
for people to hang up. People 
would . . . generally you heard 
them pick up after a minute.”

Though he lives several 
miles away from Shelbyville 
now, Lytle notes that this 
town—a place where his fami-
ly played, made a living during 
hard times and shared with 
others--will always have a 
special place in his heart. 

Obituary for Joseph 
Frederick Hoover

JOSEPH “FREDDY” 

HOOVER

JOSEPH DURING MILITARY DAYS

THE HOOVER STORE
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Shelbyville residents 
have been waiting a long 
time for the opening of a 
local, Chick-fil-A. Well, the 
wait is over.

A new Chick-
fil-A®  restaurant began 
serving the Shelbyville 
community on Thursday. 
Katelyn Womack is local 
owner-operator.

Located at 756 North 
Main St., Chick-fil-A Shel-
byville  will be open for 
dine-in and carry-out from 
6:00 a.m.  to 9:00 p.m., 
and drive-thru from 6:00 
a.m. to 10:00 p.m.,  Mon-
day through Saturday. The 
store is closed on Sundays.

Guests of Chick-fil-A 
Shelbyville  can place an 
order for pickup, dine-in 
or delivery on the  Chick-
fil-A® App or online. When 
joining the  Chick-fil-A 
One®  tiered membership 
program, Chick-fil-A One 
members receive points 
on every qualifying pur-
chase, which can be used 
to redeem available re-
wards.  Visit  chick-fil-a.
com/delivery to view deliv-
ery options in your area.

Locally owned 
and operated

As full-time, hands-on 
leaders in their restaurants 
and communities, Chick-
fil-A local owner-operators 
reside in the communities 
in which they serve. In 

Shelbyville, Womack will 
be responsible for all day-
to-day activities of the busi-
ness, including employing 
approximately 120 full- and 
part-time team members, 
serving guests and cultivat-
ing relationships with local 
organizations and busi-
nesses.

Opening her own Chick-
fil-A restaurant is a dream 
come true, Womack says. 
Growing up in Memphis, 
Womack has fond child-
hood memories of eating 
Chick-fil-A®  Nuggets, 
playing on the playground 
and celebrating birthday 
parties at the nearby Chick-
fil-A Olive Branch. How-
ever, it was the tradition 
of Friday breakfasts with 
friends during high school 
that sparked her lasting 
love for Chick-fil-A, she 
shares.

Womack served as a team 
member in college, and says 
her passion for Chick-fil-A’s 
culture drove her to study 
business with the goal of 
one day becoming a local 
owner-operator.

In 2015, Womack as-
sumed the role of director 
of operations at the same 
Chick-fil-A where the Fri-
day morning tradition was 
established. Womack’s ded-
ication to service did not go 
unnoticed; when the Op-
erator of Chick-fil-A Olive 
Branch opened a second 

restaurant in 2019, Wom-
ack took on the role of op-
erating partner, overseeing 
both restaurants. 

Womack is embarking 
on this new journey with 
her high school sweetheart 
and now husband, Zach, 
and their daughter. With a 
“heart for service,” Wom-
ack is eager to engage with 
the Shelbyville community.

“As an operator, my vi-
sion for the restaurant is to 
make a positive impact on 
our team members, guests 
and the Shelbyville com-
munity through pursuing 
excellence in all that we do,” 

says Womack. “My hope is 
for Chick-fil-A Shelbyville 
to be a place where people 
make memories, just like 
my local Chick-fil-A grow-
ing up.”
 
Caring for the Shel-
byville community

In celebration of the 
opening, Chick-fil-A, Inc. 
has donated $25,000 to 
Feeding America to sup-
port local hunger relief 
efforts of  Second Harvest 
Food Bank of Middle Ten-
nessee,  a Feeding America 
partner food bank, in honor 
of the new restaurant.

In addition, Chick-fil-A 
Shelbyville  is recognizing 
100 local heroes making an 
impact in the Shelbyville 
area by providing them 
with free Chick-fil-A en-
trées for a year.

Team member 
investment

Chick-fil-A operators are 
committed to hiring, de-
veloping and retaining top 
talent and providing a pos-
itive work environment for 
people of all ages and back-
grounds. Team members 
have opportunities for flex-
ible work hours and lead-

ership growth, competitive 
pay and benefits, hands-on 
training and mentoring 
and the chance to apply 
for  scholarships to support 
their continuing education.

For the latest news and 
updates on Chick-fil-A 
Shelbyville,  visit the lo-
cal restaurant’s  Facebook 
page  and follow along 
on  Instagram. For more 
information about Chick-
fil-A and stories about the 
brand’s food, people and 
customers across the coun-
try, visit chick-fil-a.com.

Shelbyville’s Chick-fil-A opens!
Comes with 
about 120 jobs

DAWN HANKINS
I was at a local, holiday 

event recently. When San-
ta stepped onto the scene, 
someone said, “Now, that’s 
the Reason for the Season.”

I guess it is all in your 
personal perspective. For 
me, as a Christian, Je-
sus is the “Reason for the 
Season.” He’s actually the 
Bread of Life.

One of the most beauti-
ful aspects of the Christ-
mas Season, to me, is Holy 

Communion. The elements, 
body (bread) and blood 
(wine or juice), are a sym-
bolization for how Christ 
came to die on the cross for 
our sins.

It’s by His grace, we cel-
ebrate the second week of 
Advent. 

By this time in the Ad-
vent Season, we are gener-
ally in full preparation for 
Christ’s birth. The second 
candle is usually lit and we 
talk about the Baby Jesus 

with great anticipation.
Let’s go a step further and 

carry that great anticipa-
tion into the coming week, 
sharing the Good News 
with our neighbors. But 
also with people we don’t 
know. We tend to think, 
sometimes, that everyone 
knows about the Baby Je-
sus’ birth. Do they?

Share The Good News 
this Christmas with every-
one you meet.

Week 2: Advent

Favorite Fruits

Picked, packed & shipped
with care from the Grove

High in vitamins & antioxidants

What a gift – our most popular high-quality citrus and orchard fruits in one 
delicious assortment! Handpicked to order so it’s always fresh and perfect.

•  2 Grove Navels Juicy, tangy-sweet, and seedless: the world’s #1 orange!
•   1 Ruby Red Grapefruit So sweet, they never need sugar.
•  2 Honey-Sweet Tangerines Heavenly sweet and easy to peel. Kids love them!
•  2 Petite Red Navels Gorgeous red � esh with berry undertones.
• 2 Petite Golden Navels Snack-sized versions of the beloved classic.
• 2 Pears Juicy, creamy, and perfectly ripe.
• 2 Orchard Fresh Apples Crispy and fragrant with the sweet taste of fall.Call 1-833-334-5974 to order item 291X

or Visit HaleGroves.com/H4YH33
Order Item #291X Only $24.99* (reg. $37.99) plus $7.99 shipping & handling. 

Satisfaction completely guaranteed. � is gift ships in December at the peak of freshness. 
Order by Dec. 17, 2023 for GUARANTEED Christmas delivery.  

AZ, CA, TX & LA order by Dec. 14, 2023.

Since 1947. 
Hale Groves, Vero Beach, 
FL 32966

IC:  H4YH33

SAVE 34%
Reg. Price $37.99

ONLY

$2499*

Special, limited-
time offer!

Call now and

SAVE 34%!
*Plus $7.99 handling per pack to the 48 contiguous states. 

Limited time o� er, good while supplies last. Not valid with any other o� er. 
Limit 5 boxes per customer.
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TN among top 
10 in Christmas 
conceptions

Savings shown over aggregated single item base price. Photos
exemplary of product advertised. Limit 2. 8 free 6 oz. burgers
will be sent to each shipping address that includes 74222. 
Standard S&H added per address. While supplies last. Items
may be substituted due to inventory limitations. All products, 
prices, and sales are subject to Omaha Steaks, Inc. Terms of
Use: OmahaSteaks.com/terms-of-useOSI. Expires 12/31/23. 
23M4858  |  Omaha Steaks, Inc.

Order Now!
OmahaSteaks.com/Deluxe8459 | 1.844.461.2144

Ask for your 8 FREE burgers with off er 74222DLJ

Butcher’s Deluxe Package
4  Butcher’s Cut Top Sirloins (5 oz.)
4  Air-Chilled Boneless Chicken Breasts (4 oz.)
4  Boneless Pork Chops (5 oz.)
4  Individual Scalloped Potatoes (3.8 oz.)
4  Caramel Apple Tartlets (4 oz.)
1  Omaha Steaks Seasoning (3 oz.)
88  FREEFREE PureGround™ Filet Mignon Burgers (6 oz.)

74222DLJ     separately $221.94
SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY PRICE     

$9999

Omaha Steaks are hand-selected for unmatched 
quality, naturally aged for maximum tenderness, 

and flash-frozen to lock in that unforgettable flavor. 
All you have to do is thaw, cook, and Mmmmm.

Limited Time: Get 8 FREE Burgers

PERFECTION
 IS EFFORTLESS

– MAKES A –
GREAT GIFT

United States Senators 
Bill Hagerty (R-TN) and Tim 
Kaine (D-VA), members of 
the Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee, today spoke on 
the Senate floor imploring 
Mexican President Andrés 
Manuel López Obrador to 
halt harmful actions against 
American companies’ law-
fully owned assets in Mexi-
co, which violate agreements 
made between the two coun-
tries under the U.S.-Mex-
ico-Canada Agreement 
(USMCA) and jeopardize a 
key U.S. trade relationship.

 Specifically, President 
López Obrador has ha-
rassed, interfered with, and 

obstructed the lawful oper-
ations in Mexico of Vulcan 
Materials Company—a U.S.-
based construction-aggre-
gates company with a strong 
presence in both Tennessee 
and Virginia—which under-
mines U.S.-Mexico relations 
and undermines American 
companies’ trust regarding 
investment in Mexico.

“Through increasingly 
arbitrary and aggressive 
moves against companies 
based here in the United 
States and their lawfully 
owned assets in Mexico, 
the Mexican government 
has abused its permitting 
and regulatory powers in 

ways that violate the letter 
and the spirit of our trade 
agreements, not to mention 
the special relationship his-
torically enjoyed between 
our two countries…For al-
most two years now, Pres-
ident López Obrador has 
personally harassed, inter-
fered with, and obstructed 
Vulcan’s lawful operations 
in Mexico. Vulcan is a U.S.-
based construction-aggre-
gates company, with a strong 
Tennessee (and Virginia) 
presence…I’ve been a strong 
advocate for re-shoring in-
tegrated supply chains from 
Communist China to North 
America…[and] I again urge 

President López Obrador to 
reverse course before more 
damage is done,” Hagerty 
said.

“I support the State De-
partment’s efforts to assist 
and advocate for U.S. busi-
nesses in Mexico, including 
making clear to the Mexican 
government that their treat-
ment of Vulcan and other 
companies will undermine 
U.S. and international confi-
dence in that country. I urge 
the Mexican government to 
refrain from moving in this 
counterproductive direc-
tion,” Kaine said.

NASHVILLE, Tenn. – To-
day, Secretary of State Tre 
Hargett certified the names 
of nine Republicans and 
one Democratic presidential 
candidate for the March 5, 
2024, Super Tuesday Presi-
dential Preference Primary 
and County Primary Elec-
tion. On Super Tuesday, 15 
other states will join Tennes-
see in helping decide each 
party’s presidential nomi-
nee.

The following candidates 
will be on Tennessee’s March 
5, 2024, ballot:

Republican Primary Bal-
lot:

Ryan Binkley
Doug Burgum
Chris Christie
Ron DeSantis

Nikki Haley
Asa Hutchinson
Vivek Ramaswamy
David Stuckenberg
Donald J. Trump
Democratic Primary Bal-

lot: 
Joseph R. Biden
“I encourage these candi-

dates to visit Tennessee and 
hear the thoughts and con-
cerns of Tennessee voters, 
said Secretary Hargett. “I 
believe if these candidates 
will follow Tennessee’s lead 
our nation will be stronger 
for future generations.”

Today at noon was also the 
deadline for candidates to 
seek ballot access by filing a 
nominating petition signed 
by two thousand five hun-
dred (2,500) registered vot-

ers. One petition was filed by 
Democratic candidate Dean 
Phillips. County election 
commissions will review the 
signatures to determine if he 
has met the threshold to be 
added to the Mach 5, 2024 
ballot.

Presidential Primary can-
didates have until Tuesday, 
Dec. 12 at noon to withdraw 
their name from the March 
5, 2024, ballot.

Early voting for the March 
5, 2024, Super Tuesday Pres-
idential Preference Primary 
and County Primary Elec-
tion starts Wednesday, Feb. 
14, 2024, and runs Monday 
to Saturday until Tuesday, 
Feb. 27, 2024.

The Vols may have ended 
the football season ranked 
25th, but the rest of us have 
been hard at work making 
sure we’re in the top 10 in one 
important category. As the 
weather get’s a little cooler, we 
get a little closer. ‘Tis the sea-
son to be merry, and whether 
married or not, our Christmas 
cheer results in Tennessee be-
ing in the top 10 nationwide in 
Christmas conceptions. 

Of course, this is measured 
by actual births nine months 
after Christmas, so while 
there may be other states with 
more per capita Christmas 
conceptions, the conservative 
values in Tennessee help re-
sult in more of those babies 
reaching full-term. 

Beyond the twinkling lights 
and joyous celebrations of 
Christmas, US couples seem 
to be inspired to create their 
own gifts during the most 
magical time of the year.

Betway decided to analyze 
the year-round birth rates of 
every state in the US in order 
to reveal which states notice 
the biggest Baby Boom in 
September - 9 months after 
Christmas.

The research showed that 
Utah has the highest birth 
rate in September with 1.210 
births per thousand in com-
parison to the population.

South Dakota ranked sec-
ond for Holiday baby booms 
with both Texas and Alaska 
taking third and fourth re-
spectively.

Texas had the highest 
amount of births 9 months 
after Christmas, however in 
relation to the states popula-
tion it only ranked fourth on 
the list.

The states with the busiest 
Christmas lovers are as fol-
lows:

To find out more about other 
notable events that might cre-
ate an increase in birth rates 
in certain states please visit: 
https://usblog.betway.com/
nf l/super-bowl/the-super-
bowl-baby-boom-states-nfl/

Sources:
State population 2021, 

2022: https://www.census.
gov/data/tables/time-series/
demo/popest/2020s-state-to-
t a l . h t m l # p a r _ t e x t i m -
age_1574439295  

Number of births per state: 
https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/
nvss/vsrr/provisional-tables.
htm

Methodology
This campaign looked at the 

monthly birth rates for each 
state to reveal which notable 
events have spiked conception 
rates the most.

To reveal the number of 
births per thousand people 
per state we sourced official 
available data for January 
2021 until October 2022 and 
calculated the total number of 
births. From there, we divid-
ed the monthly figures by the 
total population of each state 
and multiplied it by 1,000.

Data is correct as of June 
2023.

State	 Xmas Births	 Pop.	 Births/M
Utah	  4042	 3,339,113	 1.210
South Dakota	 1028	 896,164	 1.147
Texas	  33894	 29,558,864	 1.146
Alaska	  837	 734,182	 1.140
North Dakota	 874	 777,934	 1.123
Louisiana	 5114	 4,627,098	 1.105
Arkansas	 3300	 3,028,122	 1.089
Mississippi	 3165	 2,949,586	 1.073
Nebraska	 2105	 1,963,554	 1.072
Tennessee	 7427	 6,968,351	 1.065

PER CAPITA CHRISTMAS CONCEPTIONS

Shelbyville Central High fresh-
man Chandler Cates repre-
sented Bedford County well 
and defeated contenders from 
all 50 states in a recent Nation-
al French Trivia contest.

French trivia 
contest winner

Submitted Photo

On Senate Floor, Hagerty and Kaine Implore 
Mexican President López Obrador to Reverse 
Harmful Actions Violating USMCA

Secretary of State Tre 
Hargett Certifies Presidential 
Candidates for 2024 Super 
Tuesday Ballot

Don’t let the stairs
limit your mobility.

Contactless consultations, installations and delivery available!

Discover the safe and affordable way to regain 
access to all of your home and allow you to

use your stairs safely.

The Rave 2 stair lift is the ideal solution for anyone:

Who struggles using the stairs

That is worried about falling on the stairs

Who wants to access all of their home

1-833-988-0035
Call now to save on a Rave 2 stair lift!
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Shelbyville

ADVERTISING SALES
Position: Advertising Sales Representative
Job Description:
The Shelbyville Times-Gazette is looking for a motivated and re-
sults-driven Advertising Sales Representative to join our team. As an 
Advertising Sales Representative, you will be responsible for generat-
ing advertising revenue by selling print and digital advertising solu-
tions to local businesses.
Key Responsibilities:

●	 Prospect and acquire new advertising clients through cold call-
ing and networking.

●	 Maintain and grow relationships with existing clients.
●	 Understand clients’ advertising needs and develop customized 

advertising solutions.
●	 Prepare and present advertising proposals and contracts.
●	 Collaborate with the creative team to create effective ad cam-

paigns.
●	 Meet or exceed monthly and quarterly sales targets.
●	 Keep up-to-date with industry trends and competitive offer-

ings.
Qualifications:

●	 Proven sales experience, preferably in advertising or media 
sales.

●	 Strong communication and negotiation skills.
●	 Goal-oriented and self-motivated with a passion for sales.
●	 Knowledge of the local business community in Shelbyville, TN.
●	 Proficiency in digital advertising and marketing concepts.
●	 Valid driver’s license and access to a reliable vehicle.

To apply: 
Email your resume and cover letter to daniel@t-g.com

WANTEDMISC.
TOP CA$H PAID FOR OLD GUI-
TARS! 1920-1980 Gibson, Martin, 
Fender, Gretsch, Epiphone, Guild, 
Mosrite, Rickenbacker, Prairie State, 
D’Angelico, Stromberg. And Gibson 
Mandolins / Banjos. 866-846-4260 
(TnScan)

CABLE/SATELLITE 
TV/WIRELESS

CHOOSE EARTHLINK FIBER IN-
TERNET FOR speeds up to 5 Gigs, 
no data caps, no throttling. Prices 
starting at $54.95. Plus, a $100 gift 
card when you make the switch.  Call 
1-855-481-3340 (TnScan)
FREE HIGH SPEED INTERNET FOR 
those that qualif y. Government 
program for recipients of select 
programs incl. Medicaid, SNAP, 
Housing Assistance, WIC, Veterans 
Pension, Survivor Benefits, Lifeline, 
Tribal. 15 GB internet service. Bo-
nus offer: Android tablet FREE with 
one-time $20 copay. Free shipping 
& handling. Call Maxsip Telecom 
today! 1-855-669-2321 (TnScan)
D I R E C T V  S P O R T S  P A C K  3 
MONTHS on Us! Watch pro and 
college sports LIVE. Plus over 40 
regional and specialty networks in-
cluded. NFL, College Football, MLB, 
NBA, NHL, Golf and more. Some 
restrictions apply. Call DIRECTV 
1-844-230-4803 (TnScan)

HEALTH / BEAUTY

VIAGRA AND CIALIS USERS!  A 
cheaper alternative to high drug-
store prices! 50 Pill Special - Only 
$99!  100% guaranteed.  CALL 
NOW: 866-974-1464 (TnScan)
DENTAL INSURANCE FROM PHY-
SICIANS MUTUAL Insurance Com-
pany. Coverage for 350 plus proce-
dures. Real dental insurance - NOT 
just a discount plan. Do not wait! Call 
now! Get your FREE Dental Informa-
tion Kit with all the details! 1-844-
278-8285 www.dental50plus.com/
tnpress #6258 (TnScan)
DIAGNOSED WITH LUNG CANCER? 
YOU may qualify for a substantial 
cash award - even with smoking 
history. NO obligation! We’ve recov-
ered millions. Let us help!! Call 24/7, 
855-750-2678 (TnScan)

ADVERTISE 
THROUGHOUT TN

YOUR LOW COST ADVERTISING 
SOLUTION! One call & your 25 
word ad will appear in 99 Tennessee 
newspapers for $275/wk or 27 West 
TN newspapers for $100/wk. Call 
this newspaper’s classified adver-
tising dept. or go to www.tnpress.
com/newspaper-networks (TnScan)

HELP WANTED / 
DRIVERS

NEED YOUR CDL? WE DO CDL Train-
ing, testing, Job placement. Company 
paid training available. Training at 119 
EL Morgan Dr. Jackson, TN or 6711 
Reese Road, Memphis, TN. Call 800-
423-8820 Or visit www.drive-train.
org (TnScan)

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

DURACELL. THE #1 TRUSTED BAT-
TERY brand now offering the M150 
Portable Power Station. When fully 
charged the M150 provides enough 
power to charge all your devices 
laptops, phones, tablets, earbuds 
and more for work and fun. Give the 
gift of portable power this holiday 
season. Only $199. Go to porta-
blepower.info/138 (TnScan)
PREPARE FOR POWER OUTAG-
ES TODAY with a GENERAC home 
standby generator $0 Money Down 
+ Low Monthly Payment Options Re-
quest a FREE Quote. Call now before 
the next power outage: 1-888-869-
5542 (TnScan)
REPLACE YOUR ROOF WITH THE 
best looking and longest lasting 
material steel from Erie Metal Roofs! 
Three styles and multiple colors 
available. Guaranteed to last a life-
time! Limited Time Offer up to 50% 
off installation + Additional 10% off 
install (for military, health workers 
& 1st responders.) Call Erie Metal 
Roofs: 1-855-281-6212 (TnScan)

HELP WANTED
RECRUITING HEADACHES? WE 
CAN HELP! Advertise your job open-
ing in this newspaper + 98 news-
papers across the state - One Call/
Email for All! Contact our classified 
dept. or email    bmoats@tnpress.
com (TnScan) 

ANTENNAS

ANTENNAS. SAVE BIG! FREE LO-
CAL channels on antennas or a 
3 year price guarantee on pay tv. 
Call or come by Beasley Antenna & 
Satellite, 3000 E. Wood St., Paris, 
731-642-4077.

AUCTIONS

GET THE WORD OUT ABOUT your 
next auction! Save Time & $$$. 
One Call for All. Your ad can appear 
in this newspaper + 98 other TN 
newspapers. For more info, contact 
this newspaper’s classified dept. or 
call Becky Moats 931-624-8916. 
(TnScan)

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physi-
cians Mutual Insurance Company. 
Coverage for 350 plus procedures. 
Real dental insurance - NOT just 
a discount plan. Do not wait! Call 
now! Get your FREE Dental Informa-
tion Kit with all the details! 1-855-
607-4583 www.dental50plus.com/
martin #6258
Give a GREAT GIFT this Season. 
Send 100% guaranteed, delivered-
to-the-door Omaha Steaks! This 
package comes with 8 FREE Pure-
Ground Filet Mignon Burgers!  Or-
der The Butcher’s Deluxe Package! 
ONLY $99.99.  Call 1-844-461-2144 
and mention code 74222DLJ or 
visit www.omahasteaks.com/De-
luxe8459
Prepare for power outages today 
with a GENER AC home standby 
generator $0 Money Down + Low 
Monthly Payment Options. Request 
a FREE Quote. Call now before the 
next power outage: 1-731-261-8325
Don’t let the stairs limit your mo-
bility! Discover the ideal solution 
for anyone who struggles on the 
stairs, is concerned about a fall or 
wants to regain access to their entire 
home. Call AmeriGlide today!  1-833-
988-0035
DIRECTV OVER INTERNET - Get 
your favorite live T V, sports and 
local channels. 99% signal reli-
ability! CHOICE Package, $84.99/
mo for 12 months. HBO Max and 
Premium Channels included for 3 
mos (w/CHOICE Package or higher.) 
No annual contract, no hidden fees! 
Some restrictions apply. Call IVS 
1-844-787-6638
Switch to DISH and get up to a $300 
gift card! Plus get the Multisport 
pack included for a limited time!  
Hurry, call for details: 1-844-539-
2528

Shelbyville

Open Position: Office Manager
Job Description:
The Shelbyville Times-Gazette is seeking 
an organized and detail-oriented Office 
Manager to oversee daily administrative 
operations. As the Office Manager, you 
will play a critical role in maintaining of-
fice efficiency, managing office supplies, 
and providing support to staff members.
Key Responsibilities:

●	 Manage office logistics, includ-
ing mail, phone calls, and office 
supplies.

●	 Handle scheduling, appoint-
ments, and meetings for the ed-
itorial and sales teams.

●	 Assist in budget management 
and financial recordkeeping.

●	 Coordinate with vendors and 
service providers.

●	 Help with human resources tasks 
such as onboarding and payroll.

●	 Maintain a clean and organized 

office environment.
●	 Support the publisher and edi-

tor with administrative tasks as 
needed.

Qualifications:
●	 High school diploma or equiva-

lent; associate or bachelor’s de-
gree is a plus.

●	 Previous office management or 
administrative experience pre-
ferred.

●	 Strong organizational and multi-
tasking skills.

●	 Proficiency in Microsoft Office 
and basic computer skills.

●	 Excellent communication and 
interpersonal skills.

●	 Ability to work independently 
and as part of a team.

To apply: 
Email your resume and cover letter to 
daniel@t-g.com

CALL NOW
855.955.5364

SPECIAL OFFER

Waiving All 
Installation 
Costs*

*Add’l terms apply. Offer subject 
to change and vary by dealer. 
Ends 12/31/23.

YOUR BATHROOM.  
YOUR WAY. 
IN AS LITTLE AS 

ONE DAY

OFFICE MANAGER

Puzzle Solutions
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Community Jr. High Homecoming Court
From left, Zaiden Crick, Ella Underwood, Adrien Rodriguez,  Taylor Harris, Maddox Thompson, Angeli Izaguirre, 2023 King Andrew 
Tocchio, 2023 Queen Hadley Martin, 2022 Queen Bailey Messick, Levi Clanton, Emiree Clark, Greyson Helton, Gemma Gambill, 
Miles Ashwander and Lily Isley

Submitted Photo

As we dive headfirst into 
the 2023/24 high school 
basketball regular sea-
son, there are high hopes 
and expectations for all 
six programs at the three 
schools in Bedford County. 
This season, we will have a 
weekly roundup to get ev-
eryone up to speed on how 
all six programs performed 
over the previous week.

Shelbyville’s Newest 
1,000 Point Scorer

Shelbyville Central’s 
Paige Blackburn eclipsed 
the 1,000-point mark for 
her career in a 47-46 win 
over Siegel on Friday night. 
She led all scorers with 25 
points, and her Golden Ea-
glettes needed every single 
one of them to come away 
with a win and to make 
the special night that much 
sweeter. She has been a 
consistent scoring option 
for Shelbyville Central 
since her freshman year, 
and she starts this season 
by joining a very presti-
gious club at Shelbyville 
Central all while leading 
the Eaglettes to a four-
game winning streak. She 
followed up her historic 
performance by scoring 16 
points to lead all scorers 
in a 52-27 Shelbyville Cen-
tral route of Centennial on 
Monday.

Shelbyville Central 
Girls: 2-2 (0-0)

Upcoming Games: 12/8 
vs Riverdale and 12/15 vs 
Centennial LIVE on WLIJ 
98.7.

Past week results: 52-27 
W @ Centennial on 12/4, 
47-46 W vs Siegel on 12/1, 
65-41 W vs Giles County on 
11/30, 41-25 L @ Tullahoma 

on 11/28.

Shelbyville Central 
Boys: 1-3 (0-0)

Upcoming Games: 12/8 
vs Riverdale and 12/15 vs 
Centennial LIVE on WLIJ 
98.7.

Past week results: 77-
67 L @ Centennial on 12/4 
(Kyler Trice and Taeshawn 
Shelton tied for a team-high 
16 points), 71-43 L vs Siegel 
on 12/1, 71-47 L vs Giles 
County on 11/30, 60-30 L 
@ Tullahoma on 11/28. 

Cascade Girls: 1-3 (0-0)
Upcoming Games: 12/8 

vs Fayetteville, 12/12 @ 
Huntland, and 12/15 vs 
Moore County, LIVE on 
The Zinger 100.9.

Past week results: 79-58 
L vs Brentwood on 12/5, 

43-33 L @ Moore County 
on 12/1, 52-26 W vs Santa 
Fe on 11/27.
Cascade Boys: 1-3 (0-0)

Upcoming Games: 12/8 
vs Fayetteville, 12/12 @ 
Huntland, and 12/15 vs 
Moore County, LIVE on 
The Zinger 100.9.

Past week results: 68-39 
L vs Brentwood on 12/5, 
53-44 W @ Moore County 
on 12/1 (Head Coach Chris 
Lawson moved to 3-0 in 
his tenure at Moore Coun-
ty), 67-48 L vs Santa Fe on 
11/27.

Community Girls: 3-3 
(0-0)

Upcoming Games: 12/8 
@ Macon County, 12/12 
@ Richland, and 12/14 
@ Murfreesboro Central 
Magnet.

Past week results: 49-38 
L @ Cornersville on 12/5, 
66-30 L @ Eagleville on 
12/1, 50-47 W vs Huntland 
on 11/28, 59-52 L vs Mur-
freesboro Central Magnet 
on 11/27.

Community Boys: 2-4 
(0-0)

Upcoming Games: 12/8 
@ Macon County, 12/12 
@ Richland, and 12/14 
@ Murfreesboro Central 
Magnet.

Past week results: 65-
31 W @ Cornersville on 
12/5, 53-42 L @ Eagleville 
12/1, 74-48 W vs Huntland, 
11/28, 68-60 L vs Mur-
freesboro Central Magnet 
11/27. 

Eaglettes official twitter account

1,000 POINTS - Shelbyville Central’s Paige Blackburn eclipsed the 1,000-point mark for her ca-
reer in a 47-46 win over Siegel on Friday night. She led all scorers with 25 points, and her Golden 
Eaglettes needed every single one of them to come away with a win and to make the special night 
that much sweeter.

Blackburn Hits Milestone in Bedford 
Basketball Blitz: Weekly High School 
Roundup

First off, if you are read-
ing this in print, I just want 
to thank you for taking time 
out of your day to spend it 
with us at the Times-Ga-
zette. I want to express a 
similar sentiment to those 
of you who are reading this 
issue online as well. Every 
single one of you enable 
us here at the Shelbyville 
Times-Gazette to continue 
to survive and thrive in this 
wonderful community. 

In the roughly two to 
three months since the 
Bedford County Post took 
over and ransacked the lon-
gest standing newspaper 
outlet in this prestigious 
and rapidly growing Mid-
dle Tennessee town, there 
have been wholesale staff 
and personnel changes here 
at the Times-Gazette. For 
now, I want to introduce 
you to the new sports editor 
(myself), Noah Maddox.

Some quick notes about 
myself: I am from here, 
born and raised in Mid-
dle Tennessee, and lived in 
Shelbyville for my entire 
young adult life. I have fam-
ily ties to the Arnolds (my 
mother) that go way back, 
so it’s safe to say I am one 
of the most, and pardon me 
as I make up a word here, 
Shelbyvillian Shelbyvil-
lians you can meet in this 
town. I went to Cascade for 
12 of the 13 years it took to 
graduate from there, and I 
played varsity basketball 
and soccer all through high 
school under Coach Mike 
Edmondson and Coach 
Zack Spears, respectively. 
I was even part of the team 
that brought Cascade boys 
basketball the program’s 
first region title in school 
history in 2018.

After graduating from 
Cascade in 2019, I enrolled 
about 45 minutes north 
up Highway 231 at Middle 
Tennessee State Universi-
ty in August of 2019 where 
I graduated in four years 
with a Bachelor of Science 
degree in Sports Media and 
Journalism this past May. 
Despite my alumni status, 
I am a Tennessee Volunteer 
fan through and through, 
have been ever since I can 
remember watching col-
lege sports, even holding 
my own season ticket in 
Neyland Stadium. Anyone 
that knows me well would 
say that I am probably the 
biggest UT fan that they 
know, and they wouldn’t 
be surprised if I bled or-
ange. I know a lot of you 
are also UT fans, so don’t 
be surprised if every now 
and then we have some Vols 
content show up on these 
pages in the future.

I have tons of experience 
covering athletics in this 
area, but most importantly 
I have the upmost respect 
for the man I am replac-
ing, Chris Siers. Siers was 
and continues to be the 
lead example on how to 
cover sports in this town 
and county, and I am very 
excited to be taking the 
reigns from him here at 
the Times-Gazette as he 
embarks on new endeav-

ors at the Bedford County 
Post. He is still very much 
involved in the community 
at the Post. He continues 
to provide excellent cov-
erage of the local athletic 
events going on, especially 
when it comes to Cascade 
Basketball. I am humbled 
to be stepping into his va-
cant shoes, and I will strive 
to live up to, and hopefully 
exceed, the high standards 
that he set and left for this 
position.

Unlike Siers, howev-
er, I am involved in radio 
broadcasts on The Zinger 
100.9 and AM 1400 with 
Cascade athletics, spe-
cifically football and es-
pecially basketball right 
now. I am humbled and 
grateful to be calling Cas-
cade basketball live on the 
air (as well as hosting the 
Cascade Coaches Show on 
Monday evenings at 5 P.M. 
on the same station), so 
while this means you will 
receive excellent coverage 
of the Champions both on 
and off the airwaves, cov-
erage of Shelbyville Central 
and Community athletics 
may start out a smidge be-
hind. Don’t worry, we will 
not neglect either of those 
schools, not by a long shot. 

Despite that small han-
gup, we are committed to 
bringing you the best sports 
coverage for Cascade, Com-
munity, and Shelbyville 
Central, so moving forward 
we will be spending a lot of 
quality time together. You 
can also expect a weekly 
column, right here every 
Wednesday, about vari-
ous sport topics written by 
none other than yours tru-
ly, so stay tuned for that as 
well. 

We look forward to get-
ting to know you, the read-
er, through all of this as 
well, and I am going to 
include my email address 
here: noah@t-g.com. If 
you ever have a question, a 
complaint, or pointers and 
suggestions for something 
we did or do while cover-
ing your school, please do 
not hesitate to reach out 
and let us know. We would 
love your feedback because 
it shows us that our readers 
care about what we write 
about and cover, and it sin-
cerely means a lot to all of 
us. Also stay tuned for a 
potential mailbag type of 
piece coming soon.

I am thoroughly excit-
ed about the upcoming 
months as winter sports 
eventually move into the 
spring season, and we have 
a lot planned to move for-
ward. In the meantime, the 
plan is for a weekly column, 
a weekly basketball round-
up/recap for all six varsity 
programs in Bedford Coun-
ty along with some game re-
caps sprinkled in there, and 
much more. We hope that 
you will stick with us as we 
continue to build back up 
the Shelbyville Times-Ga-
zette, and I cannot wait to 
see where this takes us! 

	

Maddox excited
to join T-G news team

Shelbyville Central went 
10-2 (6-0), after losing 
their opening game of the 
season in August to 6A Sie-
gel, but ten straight games 
to come into the Class 5A 
playoffs as the top seed in 
their bracket in their return 
to Shelbyville’s Station air-
waves on WLIJ 98.7 and 
AM 1580.

After beating Hillsboro 
41-7 at home in the first 
round of the playoffs, Cen-
tral fell 20-14 to Centennial 
(10-3,4-1), who lost 14-7 to 
state runners-up Page (13-
2, 5-0) in the quarterfinals. 

The Eagles went 1-10 just 
one season ago in 6A, so 
the turnaround for that en-
tire football program in one 
season definitely caught the 
attention of the entire town. 
Even though it was partial-
ly due to the reclassifica-
tion, nobody in Shelbyville 
cares how it happened. 

Most of the fan base 
would say that the team 
and program is finally back 
where they belong, and it is 
hard to argue against that. 
It was Shelbyville Central’s 
first 10-win season since 

2019 when the Eagles went 
11-2 but lost in the Class 5A 
State Quarterfinals, and 
there is a lot of excitement 
already building for 2024.

Cascade went 5-6 (2-2) 
and lost at East Robertson 
42-0 in the first round of 
the playoffs. East Robert-
son (13-2, 4-1) would go 
on to the 2A state cham-
pionship game where they 
would lose 13-7 to Decatur 
County Riverside. 

Cascade started the year 
off strong at 4-2, but then 
dropped four of the final 
five games to finish sub-
.500 for the first time since 
the COVID season in 2020. 

Injuries and limitations on 
offense were the Champs’ 
downfall in the end as 
they just couldn’t sustain 
enough drives to play com-
plimentary football with 
their defense. 

Despite losing quite a few 
seniors, including work-
horse running back Saw-
yer Lovvorn, the starting 
quarterback, and their 
top-2 receivers, there is a 
lot of young talent return-
ing. Brady Lewis will look 
to get the bulk of the quar-
terback reps for his sopho-
more campaign after some 
promising flashes in spot 
duty this season. You will 
be able to listen to what 
should be a much more dy-
namic Champions offensive 

attack live and on-demand 
both on The Zinger 100.9 
and AM 1400 and the radio 
app for the third season in a 
row in 2024. 

	 Community went 
1-9 (0-4) with their one 
win coming vs Red Bol-
ing Springs 46-44 in the 
second to last game of the 
season. Lost to Watertown 
(4-7, 2-2) 63-0 in a regional 
game in their last game of 
the season and missed the 
playoffs. 

 A disappointing sea-
son overall that included a 
68-0 drubbing in the Battle 
of Bedford at the hands of 
Cascade, but the team was 
super young, super thin, 
and currently in the middle 
of a long rebuild in Class 
1A.

Shelbyville Central, Cascade, and Community

FOOTBALL RECAP
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The historic Shofner Chapel off Thompson’s Creek just outside Shelbyville off Highway 
41A South, was the setting Sunday afternoon for a special Lessons and Carols program. 
For the first time, a crafts bazaar was conducted prior to the worship service. Billy Crow-

ell was organist and several with family ties to the historic church served as readers. 
While regular services are no longer held at Shofner, members  of the community still 
have special events there.

Photos by Dianne Ratley
CROWD FAVORITE - This balloon-designed float was certainly the crowd favorite at Saturday’s Christmas parade.

LOST IN THE 50S - This antique car seen in the Shelbyville Christmas parade was in the nostalgic theme.
THE, THE, GRINCH! - The Grinch had a little fun on this 
Christmas parade entry last weekend.

Photos by Linda Yockey and Dawn Hankins

Historic Shofner Chapel hosts Lessons and Carols


