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MADDOX REACHES OUT

Submitted Photo
FIRE AND ICE - A fire on Moulder Road occurred about 8 p.m., Monday and was determined to 
be a total loss for a local family.

Chris White recently took this beautiful evening photo of Bedford County Courthouse.

Staff Report

Monday’s 9 a.m. Bedford County Crimi-
nal Court docket was full of serious crimes, 
ranging from a vehicular homicide case re-
view to charges being heard against a local 
woman for introducing intoxicants/ drugs 
into the county jail. 

According to the criminal court docket, 
there were some child abuse cases to be 
reheard, that is, motions have been filed 
based on court decisions. Two child abuse 
cases were relating to incest and another 
for registry violation.

There was no 1 p.m. court scheduled on 
Monday.

Murder trial review

WINTER CRIME 
& TIME

Offenses 
run the 
gamut in 
criminal 
courtDuring Tuesday’s Bedford County Rules 

and Legislative Committee meeting, Com-
missioner Eric Maddox made a presen-
tation during which time he said a newly 
organized group plans to address issues 
concerning the drug problem overshadow-
ing Bedford County.

“This is something that has been kind 
of laying on my heart for a while,” Maddox 
told the committee at the courthouse. “It’s 
something I’ve spoken to several people 
about and I believe it is going to bring a 
solution to our County.”

He said this County, like others, is being 
impacted by illegal drug use. He said the 
drugs of today fit on the end of an eraser 
and are powerful.

“I’d like to help address the problem . . 
. help find solutions,” Maddox said. “Over 
the past several months, I’ve met with sev-
eral key experts within various parts of our 
County infrastructure in an effort to even-

tually put together a group of people who 
will be called a coalition.”

The commissioner said these experts 
are people who have already agreed to join 
the coalition. He said the first agency he 
reached out to was Bedford County Sher-
iff’s Department and Chief Deputy Nikia 
Elliott, who was present for the meeting.

He said he’s also talked with Commis-
sioner Troy Thompson. Maddox said school 
superintendent Tammy Garrett has also 
agreed to work with the group.

He said he’d also like to have churches 

‘Some folks might say we don’t 
have a [drug] problem. But I 
believe we do and so do many 
constituents.’ 
Eric Maddox, Bedford County 
Commissioner.

Commissioner Eric Maddox 
leads anti-drug coalition

The Tennessee Titans and Brian Cal-
lahan officially agreed to terms on a 
contract Wednesday to make him the 
franchise’s 20th head coach.

Callahan previously served as the 
Cincinnati Bengals offensive coordina-
tor for five seasons where he coached in 
two AFC Championship games and one 
super bowl.

Controlling owner Amy Adams Strunk 
released a statement on Wednesday:

“This is an exciting time for our fran-
chise, and we’re thrilled to have Brian as 
our head coach,” said Titans controlling 
owner Amy Adams Strunk. “We went 
through a thorough candidate search 
and Brian stood out as the best per-
son to lead our football team. I want to 
thank the other candidates who were 
part of this process and wish them well 
moving forward.

“Brian has a track record of success 
and a range of experience that has pre-
pared him for this opportunity. His 
football knowledge and his enthusiasm 

IT’S SCHOOL BOARD WEEK
This week is set aside to celebrate School Boards Week in Tennessee and Bedford County. Representing Bedford County Board of Education, 
seated, left to right, Glenn Forsee, Michael Cook, chair, Brian Crews, (back, left to right) Dan Reed, David Brown, Lana Craig, Shanna Boyette, 
Andrea Anderson and Barton Williams.

Titans 
Announce 
Brian Callahan 
as New Head 
Coach

The Tennessee Titans announced Brian 
Callahan will be the team’s newest Head 
Coach on Wednesday. Photo from NFL.
com.
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and pastors involved. There 
are many others, he men-
tioned.

Maddox told the audience 
about the mission state-
ment. “Through assessment, 
education, enforcement 
and rehabilitation, we’re 
committed to work cross 
functionally, utilizing all 
available resources in an in-
tentional effort to help fight 
illegal drug activity in Bed-
ford County.”

Maddox said he believes 
everyone knows that this is 
not just a law enforcement 
issue or an educational is-
sue. He said it’s an issue that 
belongs to the whole County.

“My job will simply be 
one of facilitation,” Maddox 
advised. “I’m not an ex-
pert in any of these areas. I 
just want to make that very 
clear. I simply want to be in 
the room to help bring the 
experts to the table in a col-
laborative effort to help the 
County.”

He said the first meeting 
will be in February. He asked 
for the Rules and Legislative 
Committee’s “blessing.”

Maddox advised, “Some 
folks might say we don’t 
have a [drug] problem. But 
I believe we do and so do 
many constituents.”

He said the target of this 
coalition is not to do any-
thing other than provide a 
solution. He said this group 
won’t be about finger point-
ing.

He mentioned data he’s 
already gathered and some 
solutions are already in 
place. “I believe we can pos-
sibly take all the solutions 
and bring all the stakehold-
ers to the table in an effort to 
identify those solutions and 
maybe create more.”

He said there will be trans-
parency and accountability 
built into this coalition.  He 

presented some DEA infor-
mation on the screen.

“My number one goal is to 
just help one person,” said 
the Commissioner, “I believe 
if we can help one person, 
that one person then has an 
influence on all the others 
around them.”

Maddox said that one per-
son potentially has input 
into their school system; 
their friends, family and 
possibly, employees. 

“I have a passion to help,” 
said Maddox. “I’ve person-
ally never been addicted to 
drugs. I don’t know what it’s 
like. But I’ve seen the effects 
of drugs, especially on chil-
dren. It’s hard.”

He told the Rules and 
Legislative Committee that 
he would keep them posted 
about the group’s progress. 
In attendance were Chair 
Biff Farrar, Greg Vick, Anita 
Epperson and John Bout-
well. Commissioner Bill An-
derson was absent.

Commissioner Greg Vick 
complimented Maddox on 
his presentation. He then 
asked his fellow Commis-
sioner had he spoken to Dis-
trict Attorney Robert Carter 
and asked Maddox if he has 
the DA’s full support.

Maddox said he’s not spo-
ken to the DA but he has 

spoken with 17th District 
Judicial Task Force Director 
Shane George. “He’s offered 
to actually come help.” 

Commissioner Vick then 
grilled Maddox on the pro-
fessional people he’s talked 
to about this group. 

Maddox answered that he 
has talked to a lot of those 
people mentioned.

Vick then said, “Then, 
they’re all on board? What 
do you want us to do from 
the County Commission?”

Maddox said he doesn’t 
require anything from the 
Commission. He said he just 
wants their “blessing” and 
any help during the process 
would be great.

Vick added, “That’s inter-
esting. We all want to help. 
And you’ve already put it 
all together. You’ve already 
done all this and just come 
to let us all know?”

Maddox invited him to the 
first meeting, then said, “I’m 
not sure what your objection 
is?”

“There’s no objection, just 
curious” answered Vick. “It’s 
already been done. You’ve 
just come to us. It’s com-
plete.”

Maddox said he appreci-
ated the acknowledgement 
and asked if there were any 
more questions.

Vick answered, “Well, 
I think you’ve kind of an-
swered everything.”

Committee Chair Biff 
Farrar took back the lead 
and said he believed Com-
missioner Maddox was just 
making everyone aware of 
the new group.

To that, Commissioner 
Vick stated he didn’t want 
to do anything to jeopardize 
any work being done by law 
enforcement.

Maddox said he was glad 
to address that point. He 
said he’s talked with the 
chief deputy about how the 
group would no way inter-
fere with investigations.

“My goal is just to bring 
everybody to the table,” 
said Maddox. “I’m gonna 
announce again, I’m not an 
expert at all.  I’m just a guy 
that cares. All I want to do 
is open the door . . . sit at the 
table and thank everyone for 
coming. And, say, how can I 
help you?”

Chair Farrar added, “Any 
type of initiative to help 
with the drug situation is a 
job well-done.”

Bedford County’s Rules and Legislative Committee heard a presentation from Commissioner Eric 
Maddox on Tuesday evening. Maddox said he’s working on organizing a coalition to address the 
county’s illegal drug problem.

A murder trial review in 
local court Monday was like-
ly the largest file started for 
state prosecutors for 2024 in 
Bedford County.

A review was planned Mon-
day for Raymond Antonio 
Smith, 47, listed as living at 
the time of his arrest on Faye 
Creek Road. According to po-
lice and TBI investigations, 
Smith was arrested in March 
of 2022 and charged in the 
murder of Sarah Angelina 
Johnson at her Sims Road 
home. 

Smith has been held with-
out bond at Bedford County 
Jail. “During the course of the 
investigation, agents and de-
tectives identified Raymond 
Smith as the individual re-
sponsible for Sarah Johnson’s 
death,” the TBI said in a state-
ment in 2022.

Johnson was found dead 
after her car was stolen from 
her home and wrecked a 
short distance away on Hens-
lee Road. She suffered severe 
head trauma, according to in-
vestigators.

Indicted and arraigned by 
the state, the following was 
the order for a jury trial in the 
Smith case: pretrial motions: 
2-22-24; jury selection: April 
11-12, 2024; jury trial: April 
15-19, 2024.

Scamming the elderly
The judge had also had 

before his court a person 
charged with financial ex-
ploitation of an elderly/vul-
nerable person. This is con-
sidered a felony in Tennessee.

Johnny Robert Bowen Jr. is 
charged with fraudulently us-
ing the elderly person’s credit 
card several times-each time 
a separate count and two of 
which are misdemeanors. A 
jury trial was to be set for the 
spring.

Bowen also received a felo-
ny charge back in November 
of 2022 for apparently devi-
ating from agreed upon home 
improvement plans/specs be-
tween $10,000 and $60,000. 
This act is chargeable as a 
felony C in the state of Ten-
nessee.

Vehicle crime review
While taking advantage of 

the elderly is a serious crime, 
the state really takes vehicu-
lar homicide seriously.

Ashton Wayne Koah of 
Wheel Road had his case 
set before the judge Monday 

for arraignment-second set-
ting-to retain counsel. Koah, 
19, is charged with two counts 
of vehicular homicide. 

Arrested and indicted in 
January of 2023, the state 
is also charging Koah with 
several counts of aggravated 
assault, a count for reckless 
endangerment and a felo-
ny for failing to exercise due 
care. He has a total of 7 felo-
ny charges against him and 2 
misdemeanors, according to 
Monday’s docket.

The court docket also re-
veals that Koah was driving 
75 mph in a 45-mph-zone 
at the time of the accident, 
which was reported as on 
Warner’s Bridge Road.

Koah was involved in the 
accident with Ezequiel Es-
trada of Shelbyville who was 
also charged with vehicular 
assault, DUI and failure to 
yield right of way. Two people 
in the Estrada car died at the 
scene of the accident.

Police reports note that 
Koah ran his truck off the 
road as a result of the acci-
dent and down an embank-
ment, landing upside down 
in a creek and striking a con-
crete culvert with the passen-
ger door. 

“Three other juvenile pas-
sengers were injured,” the re-
port stated.

Bedford County’s Technical 
Rescue Team was called to 
the scene and members used 
ropes to remove one of the in-
jured from Koah’s truck.

Koah’s bond was set at 
$40,000.

Vehicular homicide defined 
by law

A motorist who kills anoth-
er person while driving reck-
lessly will likely face vehicu-
lar homicide charges in the 
state of Tennessee.

According to Tennessee 
Driving Laws, based on Ten-
nessee Code Annotated, caus-
ing the death of another per-
son while behind the wheel 
can lead to serious criminal 
charges. 

Tennessee defines “vehic-
ular homicide” as recklessly 
causing the death of another 
by driving:

in a manner that creates a 
substantial risk of death or 
“serious bodily injury” to an-
other person

while intoxicated by drugs 
or alcohol in violation of Ten-

nessee DUI laws
in a street or drag race, or
in a posted construction 

zone (where a state worker is 
killed.)

These four categories are 
all considered vehicular ho-
micide but carry different 
penalties.

According to Tennessee 
law, a motorist acts reckless-
ly by knowingly doing some-
thing that poses a «substan-
tial and unjustifiable risk» to 
others. In other words, the 
person is aware of but disre-
gards the risk. 

The risk, in regard to nature 
and degree, must amount to 
a gross deviation from the 
standard of care that a rea-
sonable person would use un-
der like circumstances.

In Tennessee, vehicular 
homicide related to street 
racing, is also a class C felony 
and punishable by law. 

Vehicular homicide with 
DUI

For purposes of Tennes-
see’s vehicular homicide law, 
“intoxicated” means: the 
drugs or alcohol ingested im-
pairs the motorist’s ability to 
safely operate a motor vehicle 
or, the motorist has a  blood 
alcohol level of .08% or great-
er.

A driver can be convicted 
of vehicular homicide only if 
there’s proof that the driver 
was a legal cause of the death. 
That is, there needs to be a di-
rect link between the defen-
dant’s driving and the death.

The consequences of a ve-
hicular homicide conviction 
depend on the circumstanc-
es, including the category. 
However, the possible penal-
ties for each classification of 
offense are described below.

The potential sentence
A vehicular homicide con-

viction that’s based on driv-
ing in a manner that creates 
a substantial risk of death 
or serious injury is a class 
C  felony, which carries 3 to 
15 years in prison and up to 
$10,000 in fines.

In the end . . . .
As with any criminal court 

docket, cases can in some 
instances enter a plea, be 
moved, postponed or dis-
missed in the due process of 
law. The Times-Gazette will 
continue to follow these cases 
in future editions.
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A Platform for the Voice of the People
Duksan to open its first American plant, here

I saw on Facebook re-
cently someone asking 
questions about the new 
Duksan battery plant off 
Highway 231 North. The 
person was asking why no 
one is investigating the po-
tential health-related issues 
with this battery plant. 

In the area is a potential 
new juvenile detention cen-
ter, a hospital and residents 
living on Frank Martin 
Road behind the plant, the 
person asking the ques-
tions stated.

Are any state and local of-
ficials concerned?

I’ve been asked the same 
thing. Someone recently 
told me that perhaps the 
newspaper needs to inves-
tigate potential health haz-
ards of Duksan Electera. 
Perhaps?

I mean I have always 
been open to investigative 
journalism. But, why aren’t 
local officials doing investi-
gations if it is such a big is-
sue with local people?

Is anyone answering the 
people’s questions? As for 
that Facebook comment 
I saw recently, it has now 
been deleted.

We know for a fact that 
the people who are building 
this new plant live in a dif-
ferent country, right? This 
is Duksan’s first American 
plant. 

State officials live mostly 
in Nashville, right?

But what about the peo-
ple who live here, right off 
Frank Martin Road, who 
might potentially be facing 
health hazards. What do 
they do, just up and move? 
Is that reasonable to sug-
gest within any develop-
ment or construction area?

Food for thought for a 
county with such growing 
pains. Now, I think for the 
most part, that’s great. 

On the  table
A county commissioner 

told Shane Hooper, eco-
nomic development leader, 
during a recent meeting, 
that some of his constitu-
ents are concerned about 
the potential health haz-
ards with Duksan. They feel 
this plant was built without 
their prior knowledge and 
they’ve not had a chance to 
ask questions before con-

struction.
Could we not avoid such 

concerns of the people by 
being a little more open to 
the public? I know from 
talks of all the reasons, etc., 
from an economic develop-
ment strategy, for “Project 
Cardinal.” The question is: 
was this fair to the public? 
I’m simply asking.

Hooper told Commis-
sioner Drew Hooker that 
any such information on 
health and safety has to 
come from the state. He 
added that proper permits 
are on file by Duksan with 
the Tennessee Department 
of Environment and Con-
servation (TDEC.)

Hooker said he wanted it 
on record that he asked the 
questions for his constitu-
ents.

So, here we are. 
Here’s what we know for 

sure-the state construction 
permit is, as Hooper stated, 
on file for Duksan under 
file no. 02-0194, for anyone 
wanting a little “easy” read-
ing.

I’m joking. These reports 
are anything but easy for 
the general public to read. 
I think the people doing 
them realize that? 

The construction appli-
cation for Duksan was re-
ceived June 14, 2022 (up-
dated Aug. 19, 2022) The 
application was completed 
Aug. 19, 2022. The state 
construction application 
states that an air quali-
ty analysis was not per-
formed-at least not at the 
time the construction ap-
plication was filed.

Within the construction 
permit application Duksan 
Electera submitted for their 
“ lithium-ion electrolyte 
manufacturing operation,” 
the company will have on-
site: 12 moisture removal 
tanks, 36 storage tanks, 
nine mixers, eight process 
storage tanks, knockout 
drum, material unloading, 
ISO tank loading, canister 
loading, waste solvent tank, 
canister cleaning, various 
analysis equipment, var-
ious process filters, three 
boilers, and an emergency 
engine. 

Process Information in-
cluded: Duksan Electera 
will manufacture elec-
trolyte mixtures for lith-
ium-ion batteries at their 
(100-200) Frank Martin 

Road, Shelbyville, Bedford 
County, Tennessee facility. 

Federal Requirements: 
The application states that 
this facility is not subject 
to any standards under 40 
CFR Part 60 or 40 CFR Part 
63. Basically, one would 
have to dig deep to find 
where this emissions pro-
cedure fits into Duksan.

Insignificant activity 
emission estimation: Three 
1.969 MMBtu/hr. natural 
gas-fired boilers and a 385 
HP diesel-fired emergency 
engine.

Anticipated emissions 
from the facility’s process 
consists primarily of vol-
atile organic compounds 
[VOCs] the application stat-
ed.

Commissioner Drew 
Hooker also questioned 
Shane Hooper about the 
VOCs at the recent com-
mission meeting. Again, 
Hooper deferred to TDEC 
for answers.

According to the EPA, 
VOCs typically are industri-
al solvents, such as trichlo-
roethylene; fuel oxygenates, 
such as methyl tert-butyl 
ether (MTBE); or by-prod-
ucts produced by chlori-
nation in water treatment, 
such as chloroform. VOCs 
are often components of 
petroleum fuels, hydraulic 
fluids, paint thinners, and 
dry-cleaning agents. VOCs 
are common ground-water 
contaminants, according 
to the EPA. Volatile organ-
ic compounds (VOCs) are 
emitted as gasses from cer-
tain solids or liquids. VOCs 
include a variety of chem-
icals, some of which may 
have short- and long-term 
adverse health effects, the 
EPA states.

I suddenly have a chemi-
cal taste in my mouth? Im-
agery, gotta love it.

Emission estimations 
were based on a mass bal-
ance of material through 
each emission source giv-
en by the facility. There is 
a formula which likely a 
physicist, scientist or chem-
ical engineer would need to 
interpret-not me. Perhaps a 
good school lesson? Sorry.

But under rules analysis, 
most everything is checked 
“NA or not applicable.” This 
also applied to other vari-
ous state rules.

The application states 
that visible emissions from 

the facility are not to exceed 
20 % opacity per Method 9 
(Rule 1200-03- 05 -.01(1) 
) Visible emissions from 
fugitive not to exceed -- % 
opacity per Method 4 (Rule 
1200-03- 08 -.01(2) ) Vis-
ible emissions from roads 
and parking areas not to 
exceed 10 % opacity per 
Method 1 (Rule 1200-03- 
08 -.03 )

Fugitive emissions 
are  gasses and vapors ac-
cidentally released into the 
atmosphere. Most fugitive 
emissions come from in-
dustrial activities, like fac-
tory operations.

Storm water drainage 
permits are also on file with 
TDEC, as Hooper shared 
during the County Com-
mission meeting.

So TDEC apparently 
knows what is about to 
happen at Duksan Electera 
America, Inc., as far as per-
mits go.

As for contractors, the 
stormwater permit states 
that no contractor is autho-
rized to discharge: storm 
water associated with con-
struction activity from site 
located at: Frank Martin 
Rd, Bedford County to 
receiving waters named: 
Parch Corn Creek and Ben-
ford Creek.

Questions answered as 
follows on the stormwater 
application:

Likely presence of threat-
ened or endangered species 
in one mile radius: YES

Likely presence of threat-
ened or endangered species 
downstream: YES 

Additional pollution pre-
vention requirements apply 
for discharges into waters 
which TDEC identifies as: - 
Exceptional Tennessee Wa-
ters. The answer being, NO.

Duksan has plans to open 
its facility in late spring this 
year. A ground-breaking 
ceremony has been held 
already by state officials, 
including a visit from Gov. 
Bill Lee.

Next week, we will dis-
cuss what Duksan promis-
es to offer Bedford County 
in the way of employment 
and potential revenue. Is 
the plant worth it to the 
community for 100 jobs 
over the next several years?

Send letters to the editor 
on this topic and others by 
emailing tgnews@t-g.com.

A concerning  ‘volatile’ issue for some?
By DAWN HANKINS

dawn@t-g.com

Drip, drip, bam! Sun-
day afternoon as I’m writ-
ing this, I can hear ice and 
snow sliding off the roof. 
While everyone seems to be 
ready for Frosty to melt and 
get back to our regular rou-
tines, it is still pretty slick 
out there when the temps 
drop.

Yep, friend called. Just 
slid off into a snowbank. 
Everything’s cool.

OK. I’m back.
Schools are closed. Face-

book post, done! It’s been 
a busy week, despite the 
roads being impassable 
most of the week.

As I go about as much of 
a regular routine as possi-
ble, I can’t help but think 
about what I witnessed on 
what was the coldest day 
of 2024. We generally see 
someone asking for money 
outside the Walmart. On 
Tuesday, believe it or not, 
someone was there.

Yes, I give to those in 
need. I do what I can. I of-
fer them a blessing and tell 
them to be safe, my brother, 
or sister. Because they are 
my brothers and sisters in 
Christ.

On Tuesday, I wept.
The vision of the man 

walking toward my win-
dow was something out of 
a “Christmas Carol.” The 
man was gauntly in ap-
pearance; he had ragged 
clothes. His face was ashen. 
It looked like he had maybe 
a disability or had recently 
had a stroke, because his 
face was drawn.

I might say in the past 
I’ve had my doubts about 
the people panhandling. 
But it is not my place to 
judge them. 

This week, this man was 
real.

I’ve always said unless 
people are truly hungry, 
they won’t come out in such 
weather. This proved to be 

true in this case. He was 
alone.

It is amazing how many 
people were sleeping and 
forging for food in this win-
ter storm of 2024. We are 
blessed to have the Shel-
byville Community Soup 
Kitchen and others who 
make sure people have a 
warm meal.

I woke up Monday morn-
ing to see on Facebook that 
Robert Martin and volun-
teers at SCSK had a warm-
ing station set up. Then 
lunch was to be served.

I’m proud to know I’m 
from a county that has al-
ways tried to help others. 
But what are we really do-
ing for the homeless? Are 
our efforts merely band 
aids?

Did you know there is a 
local homeless task force 
now built into Bedford 
County Government?

I urge you to get involved. 
Whether you agree with the 
lifestyle of the “homeless,” 
they’re human beings.

Commissioner Drew 
Hooker gave a great talk 
during standing commit-
tee meeting Tuesday night. 
He talked about how this 
community pulled together 
to make sure everyone was 
safe, had water and was 
generally cared for in these 
abnormal temps.

Thanks!

The ‘drippings’ 
of a long week

WASHINGTON (AP) — 
A divided Supreme Court 
on Monday allowed Border 
Patrol agents to resume 
cutting for now  razor wire 
that Texas installed  along 
a stretch of the U.S.-Mexico 
border that is at the cen-
ter  of an escalating stand-
off  between the Biden ad-

ministration and the state 
over immigration enforce-
ment.

The 5-4 vote clears the 
way for Border Patrol 
agents to cut or clear out 
concertina wire that Tex-
as has put along the banks 
of the Rio Grande to deter 
migrants from entering 

the U.S. illegally. Some mi-
grants have been  injured 
by the sharp wire  and the 
Justice Department has ar-
gued the barrier impedes 
the U.S. government’s abil-
ity to patrol the border, in-
cluding coming to the aid of 
migrants in need of help.

None of the justices pro-

vided any explanation for 
their vote. The one-page 
order is a victory for the 
Biden administration while 
the lawsuit over the wire 
continues. 

sTORY BY MARK SHER-
MAN  AND  PAUL J. WE-
BER

Supreme Court ruling: Its Ok for Border 
Patrol Agents to cut razor wire from border
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The Tennessee Valley Au-
thority’s system remained re-
liable and resilient last week 
as bitter cold, single-digit 
temperatures drove power 
demand on the system to re-
cord-breaking levels  because 
more electricity was needed to 
heat homes and businesses.

TVA began preparing to 
meet this challenge in the af-
termath of Winter Storm El-
liott. Since then, TVA has in-
vested nearly $123 million and 
completed 3,400 winter read-
iness activities  to harden the 
system and enhance reliability 
and resiliency at coal, gas, and 
hydro-electric facilities. This 
year, TVA will invest $120 
million above regular funding 
levels to specifically focus on 
enhancing the reliability of its 
generation fleet.

“We started preparing for 
this winter immediately fol-
lowing Winter Storm Elliott,” 
said  Aaron Melda, TVA Se-
nior Vice President of Power 
Supply Operations.   “We were 
focused on getting it right for 
the 10 million customers who 
depend on the power we pro-
vide. Our focus was to make 
the critical investments need-
ed to meet growing electricity 
demand while maintaining 
low rates that will ensure our 
region’s energy security as we 
move to a clean energy future.”  

To meet the region’s grow-
ing power demand, TVA added 
approximately 1400 mega-
watts of fast start, new natural 
gas units its Paradise and Col-
bert plants. An additional 500 
megawatts are scheduled to 
come online when TVA com-
pletes additional generation 
at its Johnsonville plant. TVA 
announced plans in August 
to invest $15 billion over the 
next three years to meet the 
region’s growth.   

The transmission system 
remained stable and secure 
throughout the recent winter 
weather, TVA experienced no 

fuel-supply challenges, only 
3% of the fleet was unavailable 
during peaks and technicians 
were able to return units to 
service within hours on the 
same day.

TVA and local power com-
panies requested the pub-
lic conserve power ahead of 
Wednesday’s record peak and 
those efforts were helpful.

 “We are grateful to our em-
ployees, and our local pow-
er company partners, who 
worked around the clock. Be-
cause of their work as well as 
the conservation efforts of our 
local power companies and all 
the people across the region, 
we were able to successfully 
supply power to keep everyone 
warm and safe during these 
extreme winter conditions,” 
Melda said.

The  entire mid-state area had its share of icicles this week 
during the snow storm.

TVA System Breaks 
Records During Bitter Cold

•	 Highest recorded peak 
in TVA history:  Prelimi-
nary data shows 34,524 
megawatts at 8 a.m. CT 
Wednesday, Jan. 17.

•	 Second highest peak in 
TVA history and highest 
recorded peak on a week-
end day:  34,284 mega-
watts at 8 a.m. CT on 
Sunday, Jan. 21, per pre-
liminary data.

•	 Highest amount of pow-
er delivered in one 
week:  Preliminary data 
shows that  Jan. 15-21, 
TVA supplied 4,790GWh 
of power — the highest 
since the last record of 
4,633 GWh January 2010. 
 

STAFF REPORT

Despite it being a long snow 
week, Bedford County Sheriff’s 
Department still had enough 
cases to make a lengthy, week-
ly report. 

With today’s technology, 
it doesn’t take long for fraud 
to occur. That is mostly what 
happened this week.

Scammers were at some lo-
cation trying to make a living 
off other people in Bedford 
County. One local couple was 
saved by their bank from a po-
tential scam. 

Another local man was not 
so fortunate, losing several 
hundred dollars to an un-
known thief-one who emailed 
the man to say he was from a 
loan company (not anything 
local) and the Bedford County 
man had been approved for a 
loan.

There were just a few simple 
things though that they need-
ed him to do in order to get his 
money. The victim did as he 
was told in the email and pur-
chased two Walmart cards for 
transaction. 

The victim might have 
stopped the process, but un-
fortunately, he also gave the 
scammers his personal bank 
account information.

What happened next was 
all too sad but is happening 
way too often to innocent peo-
ple. The man reported to the 
sheriff’s department he felt as 
though the company was go-
ing to scam him. (Information 
from Bedford County Sheriff’s 
Office report, Jan.22.)

Sadly, it was too late to do 
anything. The fraud had al-
ready occurred. 

Again, ever advancing tech-
nology makes fraudulent ac-

tivity easy.
The man’s local bank in-

formed him that two trans-
actions had been made on his 
bank account-each for $490. 
When the defendant tried 
to call the scammer back to 
inquire about these transac-
tions, there was no answer 
at the number listed on the 
email. 

Other cases on the report 
included a theft of proper-
ty charge, domestic disputes 
(people have been slapping 
and pushing each other 
around all winter), failures to 
appear in court and probation 
violations (some expensive 
fines.) 

One man, Highway 82 
South, reported a burglary at 
his home but no offender was 
listed on the report. 

Editor’s note: Violations 
as listed below are those of a 
more serious nature, actions 
which could have been poten-
tially harmful to the public. 
Animal abuse/cruelty cases 
are listed as well.

However, because Bedford 
County Sheriff’s Department 
deputies are having to handle 
so many domestic disputes in 
this county, it is possible that 
those violations will be print-
ed separately in the paper in 
the near future. Sadly, domes-
tic abuse and aggravated as-
saults are on-going problems 
and sometimes, an endanger-
ment to officers.

Violations include:
*Roy Rober Flores Sanchez, 

Carney Street, no DL, viola-
tion of traffic control device

*Felipe Francisco-Pascual, 
Bates Street, no DL, violation 
of traffic control device

*Gregory Vincent Mirelez, 
Roberts Road, driving on re-
voked, financial responsibility, 
light law

*Justin Dwayne Pickle, Pea-
cock Lane, possession drug 
paraphernalia, simple posses-

sion, tampering with or fabri-
cating evidence

*Antwan Dewayne Pure-
Fide, Dixon Road, driving on 
suspended, DUI, light law, 
possession of schedule VI, 
reckless endangerment

*Jalil Lee Singleton, South 
Thompson Street, aggravated 
assault

*Santiago Omar Son-
tay-Quinonez, Greenwood Av-
enue, cruelty to animals

*Courtney Michelle Fears, 
Mount Herman Road, posses-
sion of schedule V

*Kenneth Shane Fox, 
Readyville, child restraint law, 
failure to exercise due care, fi-
nancial responsibility law, ve-
hicular assault

*Stephen Michael Leach, 
Virgil Crowell Road, harass-
ment

*Brittany Lynn Meadows, 
Madison Street, cruelty to ani-
mals, animals at large

*Christopher Ray Partin, 
Regent Drive, domestic as-
sault, aggravated

*Edwards Guy Price, Jr., 
Rochwood Drive, possession 
of drug paraphernalia, sched-
ule II and VI

*Geud Ramero Rodriguez, 
Chapel Hill, DUI, financial re-
sponsibility, light law, no driv-
er’s license, reckless driving 
and speeding

*Domingo Luis Sunun, C 
Lake Farm Road, DUI, failure 
to maintain a lane, no DL

*Jose Gabriel Vieyva-Melgo-
za, Carney Street, capias, fail-
ure to appear, possession of 
drug paraphernalia, Schedule 
II, simple possession, unlaw-
ful possession of a weapon

*Ashley Nicole West, Rock-
wood Avenue, possession of 
drug paraphernalia, Schedule 
II, Schedule VI

*David Wayne White, II, 
Madison Street, animals 
roaming at large, cruelty to 
animals

Fraud, by any means, can sting
Be safe, 
be aware

Local students named to MTSU’s fall 2023 dean’s list

By  Middle Tennes-
see State University 
For more information contact: 
Jimmy Hart (615-898-5131), 
jimmy.hart@mtsu.edu

MURFREESBORO, TN 
(01/24/2024), JAN 24, 2024 
— More than 6,220 Middle 
Tennessee State University 
students are included on the 
latest dean’s list for their ac-
ademic achievements for the 
fall 2023 semester.

Local students making the 
list included:

Cheyenne  Crosby  of  Shel-
byville,  TN, majoring in  Ele-
mentary Education

Kyler  Parker  of  Norman-
dy, TN, majoring in Journalism

Shelbie  Williams  of  Bell 
Buckle,  TN, majoring in  Ele-
mentary Education

Hannah  Campbell  of  Shel-
byville,  TN, majoring in  Ac-
counting

Leah  Noel  of  Shel-
byville, TN, majoring in Leisure 
and Sport Management

Joseph  Andrade  of  Shel-
byville, TN, majoring in Aero-
space

Elijah  Arnold  of  War-
trace,  TN, majoring in  Con-
crete Industry Management

Emma  Bentley  of  Shel-
byville, TN, majoring in English

Cierra  Bryant  of  Shel-
byville,  TN, majoring in  Ani-
mation

Kylie  Calvert  of  War-
trace,  TN, majoring in  Family 
& Consumer Studies

Micaiah  Capps  of  Rock-
vale, TN, majoring in Elemen-
tary Education

Kendrick  Clark  of  Rock-
vale, TN, majoring in Account-
ing

Kayla  Crosby  of  Rock-
vale, TN, majoring in Art

Sarah Cunningham of Shel-
byville,  TN, majoring in  Busi-
ness Administration

Ethan  Estes  of  Bell Buck-
le, TN, majoring in History

Vivian  Fernandez Cabre-
ra of Shelbyville, TN, majoring 
in Nursing

Olivia  Finchum  of  Shel-
byville, TN, majoring in Nutri-
tion & Food Science

Malana  Harris  of  Rock-
vale, TN, majoring in Theatre

Kara  Henderson  of  Rock-
vale, TN, majoring in Criminal 

Justice
Ruby  Jimenez  of  Norman-

dy, TN, majoring in Accounting
Jana  Ledbetter  of  Shel-

byville,  TN, majoring in  Agri-
business

Ezekiel  Lopez  of  Shel-
byville, TN, majoring in Aero-
space

Cole  McBee  of  Shel-
byville,  TN, majoring in  Exer-
cise Science

Manuel  Menjivar-Pe-
na of Beechgrove, TN, major-
ing in Information Systems

Stephanie  Meyers  of  Rock-
vale,  TN, majoring in  Social 
Work

Cason  Neill  of  Shel-
byville, TN, majoring in Philos-
ophy

Alex  Ochoa  of  Shel-
byville,  TN, majoring in  Con-
struction Management

Lida  Phengmany  of  Shel-
byville,  TN, majoring in  Mar-
keting

Kei Pulis of Bell Buckle, TN, 
majoring in Biology

Lydia Rowland of Bell Buck-
le, TN, majoring in Science

Tierra  Smother-
man of Unionville, TN, major-
ing in Chemistry

Laquita  Jones  of  Rock-
vale,  TN, majoring in  Interior 
Design

Abree Theriot of Bell Buck-
le, TN, majoring in Nursing

Michael  Tillman  of  Shel-
byville,  TN, majoring in  Busi-
ness Innovation & Entr

Breanna  Whitaker  of  Shel-
byville, TN, majoring in Math-
ematics

Katelyn Wilder of Bell Buck-
le, TN, majoring in Elementary 
Education

Julia  Anderson  of  Shel-
byville,  TN, majoring in  Aca-
demic Focus

Jamison  Norton  of  Shel-
byville,  TN, majoring in  Exer-
cise Science

Clay  Morton  of  Shel-
byville,  TN, majoring in  Fi-
nance

Kelsey  Cargile  of  Rock-
vale, TN, majoring in Psychol-
ogy

Madelyn  Taylor  of  Rock-
vale,  TN, majoring in  Interior 
Design

Addison  Brothers  of  Shel-
byville,  TN, majoring in  Mar-
keting

Joey  Buckingham  of  Shel-

byville, TN, majoring in Phys-
ics

Carly Hall of Unionville, TN, 
majoring in Academic Focus

Lorelynn  Rowlett  of  Union-
ville,  TN, majoring in  Mathe-
matics

Skye  Huffman  of  Shel-
byville,  TN, majoring in  An-
thropology

Connor Hubble of Norman-
dy, TN, majoring in Mechatron-
ics Engineering

Christian  Detienne  of  Shel-
byville, TN, majoring in Mecha-
tronics Engineering

Jenley  Boyce  of  Shel-
byville, TN, majoring in Biology

Jacey  Collier  of  Shel-
byville,  TN, majoring in  Busi-
ness Innovation & Entr

Olivia  Gabhart  of  Norman-
dy, TN, majoring in Accounting

Christopher  Brown  of  Bell 
Buckle,  TN, majoring in  Con-
struction Management

Hayden  Jones  of  Norman-
dy, TN, majoring in Academic 
Focus

Codah  Weed  of  Bell Buck-
le,  TN, majoring in  Computer 
Science

Garrett  Barnes  of  Rock-
vale, TN, majoring in Academ-
ic Focus

Hannah  Pender-
grast of Unionville, TN, major-
ing in Psychology

Matthew  Haynes  of  Shel-
byville, TN, majoring in Social 
Work

Dawson  Hasty  of  Shel-
byville,  TN, majoring in  Fi-
nance

Kolten  Daniel  of  Rock-
vale, TN, majoring in Concrete 
Industry Management

Brianna  Anderson  of  Shel-
byville, TN, majoring in Art

Joshua  Baltimore  of  Rock-
vale,  TN, majoring in  Audio 
Production

Katie  Beasley  of  Rock-
vale, TN, majoring in English

Harrison  Bell  of  Beech-
grove, TN, majoring in History

Alyxandria  Bohl-
man of Shelbyville, TN, major-
ing in Social Work

Zoie  Bondurant  of  Shel-
byville, TN, majoring in Physi-
cal Education

Dorothy  Brandon  of  Shel-
byville,  TN, majoring in  Envi-
ronmental Science

Nicholas  Bridges  of  Union-
ville, TN, majoring in Computer 

Science
Carmen  Calvert  of  Shel-

byville,  TN, majoring in  Ele-
mentary Education

Ethan  Calvert  of  War-
trace, TN, majoring in History

Wendy  Campos Cas-
tro  of  Shelbyville,  TN, major-
ing in Recording Industry

Mackenzie  Canon  of  Shel-
byville,  TN, majoring in  Exer-
cise Science

Shang  Chen  of  Shel-
byville, TN, majoring in Com-
puter Science

Emily  Christopher  of  Rock-
vale, TN, majoring in Art

Isabella  Cobb  of  Shel-
byville,  TN, majoring in  Mar-
keting

Kaytlin  Campbell  of  Rock-
vale,  TN, majoring in  Mathe-
matics

Madalyn  Crosslin  of  Shel-
byville,  TN, majoring in  Tour-
ism & Hospitality Mgmt

Keylee  Crutcher  of  Union-
ville, TN, majoring in Nursing

Kelsie  Davy  of  Rock-
vale,  TN, majoring in  Interior 
Design

Estevan  Delgadillo  of  Shel-
byville,  TN, majoring in  Infor-
mation Systems

Bradley  Dunn  of  Shel-
byville,  TN, majoring in  Inte-
grated Studies

Luke  Elrod  of  Union-
ville, TN, majoring in Agribusi-
ness

Eli  Feck  of  Wartrace,  TN, 
majoring in Political Science

Jonathan Fernandez Cabre-
ra of Shelbyville, TN, majoring 
in Aerospace

Karen  Gallegos Gar-
cia  of  Shelbyville,  TN, major-
ing in Nursing

James  Gilmore  of  Shel-
byville, TN, majoring in Video 
& Film Production

Hannah Gipson of Bell Buck-
le,  TN, majoring in  Speech/
Language Path & Audio

Maiya  Goodson  of  Rock-
vale, TN, majoring in Agribusi-
ness

Carli  Guess  of  Bell Buck-
le, TN, majoring in Community 
& Public Health

Ellaleigh  Hall  of  War-
trace, TN, majoring in Nursing

Scarlet  Hall  of  War-
trace,  TN, majoring in  Audio 
Production

Jackson Harris of Bell Buck-
le,  TN, majoring in  Concrete 

Industry Management
Madelyn  Harris  of  Shel-

byville, TN, majoring in Nurs-
ing

James  Hartung  of  Beech-
grove, TN, majoring in Video & 
Film Production

Rylee Hooker of Bell Buck-
le,  TN, majoring in  Global 
Studies & Human Geog

Emily  Houle  of  Beech-
grove, TN, majoring in Biology

Isabella  Insell  of  Shel-
byville,  TN, majoring in  Mar-
keting

Jayden  Jackson  of  War-
trace, TN, majoring in Integrat-
ed Studies

Catherine  Joyner  of  Shel-
byville,  TN, majoring in  Ele-
mentary Education

Samuel  Kropog  of  Rock-
vale, TN, majoring in Geosci-
ences

Mollie  Kuhlers  of  Rock-
vale, TN, majoring in Nursing

Madison  Layne  of  Shel-
byville,  TN, majoring in  Ac-
counting

Ruth  Rushing  of  Rock-
vale, TN, majoring in Psychol-
ogy

Rebeca  Mathad  of  Bell 
Buckle, TN, majoring in Nutri-
tion & Food Science

Samuel  Mathis  of  Beech-
grove, TN, majoring in Anima-
tion

Octavio  Mejia Gal-
legos  of  Shelbyville,  TN, ma-
joring in Professional Studies

Nathalie  Meyers  of  Rock-
vale,  TN, majoring in  Global 
Studies & Human Geog

Kennedy  Miller  of  Shel-
byville, TN, majoring in Indus-
trial & Org Psychology

Bryan  Mitchell  of  Union-
ville,  TN, majoring in  Leisure 
and Sport Management

Feryn  Moore  of  Rock-
vale, TN, majoring in Speech/
Language Path & Audio

Bart  Morton  of  Shel-
byville,  TN, majoring in  Exer-
cise Science

Steven  Nickerson  of  Bell 
Buckle, TN, majoring in Aero-
space

Brandon  Owen  of  Shel-
byville,  TN, majoring in  Inter-
active Media

Jonathan  Padilla  of  Union-
ville, TN, majoring in Computer 
Science

Manav  Patel  of  Shel-
byville,  TN, majoring in  Busi-

ness Innovation & Entr
Elizabeth  Phillips  of  Rock-

vale, TN, majoring in Art
Jake  Phillips  of  Shel-

byville,  TN, majoring in  Mar-
keting

Morgan  Phillips  of  Rock-
vale, TN, majoring in Biology

Connor  Prim  of  Bell Buck-
le, TN, majoring in Music

Madalyn Rae Follis of Rock-
vale,  TN, majoring in  Interac-
tive Media

Joshua  Rains  of  Shel-
byville,  TN, majoring in  For-
eign Languages*

Gustavo  Ramirez-Oli-
va of Shelbyville, TN, majoring 
in Environmental Science

Jeremy  Reed  of  Union-
ville,  TN, majoring in  Political 
Science

Kera Reynolds of Bell Buck-
le, TN, majoring in English

Kaitlyn  Rice  of  Rock-
vale, TN, majoring in Journal-
ism

Reanna  Richards  of  Bell 
Buckle,  TN, majoring in  Ele-
mentary Education

Larisa  Rincon Moli-
na of Shelbyville, TN, majoring 
in Video & Film Production

Isaac  Rippy  of  Shel-
byville, TN, majoring in Biology

Kaylee  Ruth  of  Shel-
byville, TN, majoring in Biology

Deep  Shah  of  Shel-
byville, TN, majoring in Com-
puter Science

Ellen  Simmons  of  Shel-
byville, TN, majoring in Horse 
Science

Elijah  Smith  of  Bell Buck-
le,  TN, majoring in  Concrete 
Industry Management

Halli  Smith  of  Union-
ville, TN, majoring in Marketing

Cole  Smotherman  of  Shel-
byville,  TN, majoring in  An-
thropology

Fritzi  Solis-La-
gunes of Shelbyville, TN, ma-
joring in Accounting

Leah  Solomon  of  Rock-
vale, TN, majoring in Family & 
Consumer Studies

Aaram  Soto  of  War-
trace,  TN, majoring in  Con-
crete Industry Management

Hayley  Stanley  of  Rock-
vale, TN, majoring in Data Sci-
ence

Summer  Stepp  of  Shel-
byville,  TN, majoring in  Art 
Education

Kyla  Stewart  of  Rock-
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County saving a million on new elementary

NOTICE
TONDALY KARISSA WALKER:

The State of Tennessee, Department 
of Children’s Services, has filed a peti-
tion against you seeking to terminate 
forever your parental rights to Mag-
num Leon Walker, DOB: 10/06/2021.  
It appears that ordinary process of law 
cannot be served upon you because 
your whereabouts are unknown.  You 
are hereby ORDERED to serve upon 
Elizabeth Spurbeck, Associate Coun-
sel, State of Tennessee, Department of 
Children’s Services, 1400 College Park 
Drive, Columbia, TN 38401, an An-
swer to the Petition for Termination 
of Parental Rights filed by the Tennes-
see Department of Children Services, 
within thirty (30) days of the last day 
of publication of this notice.  If you fail 
to do so, a default judgment will be 
taken against you pursuant to Rule 55 
of the Tenn. R. of Civ. P. for the relief 
demanded in the Petition.  You may 
view and obtain a copy of the Petition 
and any other subsequently filed legal 
documents at the Clerk and Master’s  
Office, Shelbyville, Tennessee.
ENTER this the 11th day of December, 
2023.
		
		  HONORABLE 
CHARLES RICH
				  
BEDFORD COUNTY JUVENILE 
COURT

Jeff Sweeney, owners’ 
representative for Bed-
ford County government 
construction projects, re-
ported to the county’s Fi-
nancial Management Com-
mittee on Tuesday night, 
Jan. 23, that the County 
has achieved more than $1 
million in savings on the 
new Cartwright Elementa-
ry School under construc-
tion on the north side of 
Shelbyville.

“I think we’ve really done 
a good job of being stew-
ards of the county’s mon-
ey,” said Sweeney earlier in 
the day.

The new elementary 
school was designed by 
Kline-Swinney Associates, 

the County’s architectural 
firm, and is being built by 
Bell Construction under 
a guaranteed maximum 
price arrangement.

For a large construction 
project of this type, the 
budget normally includes 
a contingency fund to cov-
er unexpected expenses. 
There are many such ex-
penses that can pop up 
during such a large project. 
The $39 million Cartwright 
Elementary project includ-
ed a contingency fund. Be-
cause of the savings that 
have been achieved, the 
county, the architect and 
the contractor have agreed 
to lower that contingency 
fund by $1,036,000, put-
ting that money back into 
the county’s coffers and 
benefiting the taxpayers.

Kline-Swinney had al-
ready agreed to release 
$80,000 of its design con-
tingency fund back to the 
county, over and above the 
$1,036,000.

Some of the savings 
which have been achieved 
were the result of

Repricing of products 
needed for the project;

Renegotiated the price 
of the steel needed for the 
project; and

Finding suitable soil on 
site which could be used 
to replace unsuitable soil, 
thus avoiding the purchase 
of stone as a filler.

“All of these savings 

come directly back to the 
taxpayer,” said Sweeney.

Bell Construction’s con-
tract with the county guar-
anteed a maximum price 
which could not be ex-
ceeded. The company was 
to share any savings with 
the county – but there’s 
better news on that front, 
as the county was able to 
negotiate Bell’s shared sav-
ings from $420,000 down 
to $270,000, resulting in 

$150,000 to the County.
“It’s been a whole team 

approach,” said Sweeney, 
praising Bell Construction 
and Kline-Swinney. “How 
can we save the county 
money?”

Sweeney estimated that 
the building’s exterior is 
about 90 percent complete 
and the interior is about 
50 percent complete. The 
interior of the building is 
now under a running heat-

ing and air conditioning 
system, and a first coat of 
asphalt has been laid at the 
site. Primary access to the 
new school will be from 
Calsonic Way so as not to 
overburden Fairfield Pike.

The school system is cur-
rently scheduled to get the 
keys to the facility on June 
10, a month earlier than 
first scheduled. The school 
will begin hosting students 
and classes this fall.

15 YEARS OF SERVICE - Bedford County Sheriff’s Office recently recognized three employees for their 
15 years of service. Those included: Detective Trey Green from the criminal investigations division; Cam 
Farrell, School Resource Officer Division; and Dispatcher Angela Wilkerson. Sheriff Austin Swing present-
ed each with their accommodation bar.

By DAWN HANKINS
dawn@t-g.com

Sweeney reports 
to county finance 
committee

This is the new Cartwright Elementary located off Fairfield Pike in Shelbyville. Opening is expected to be by next school year. A 
meeting was held at East Side School Tuesday to discuss zoning that will take place when the facility opens.

vale,  TN, majoring in  Market-
ing

Samuel  Stewart  of  Tullaho-
ma,  TN, majoring in  Informa-
tion Systems

Tyler  Stickel  of  Chapel 
Hill, TN, majoring in Computer 
Science

Nathan  Stiles  of  Rock-
vale,  TN, majoring in  Con-
struction Management

Elizabeth  Thomp-
son of Rockvale, TN, majoring 
in Marketing

Zander  Thurber  of  Union-
ville,  TN, majoring in  Media 
Management

Macy  Tramel  of  Shel-
byville,  TN, majoring in  Tex-
tiles Merchandising Design

Kylie  Tran  of  Shel-
byville, TN, majoring in Profes-
sional Studies

Elizabeth  Tucker  of  Shel-
byville,  TN, majoring in  Ele-
mentary Education

William  Vaughn  of  Shel-
byville,  TN, majoring in  Busi-
ness Innovation & Entr

Caleb  Voorhes-Fonte-
not  of  Shelbyville,  TN, major-
ing in Accounting

Alexis Waggoner of Chapel 
Hill, TN, majoring in Business 
Innovation & Entr

Hayden Walker of Bell Buck-
le,  TN, majoring in  Engineer-
ing Technology

Whitney  Ward  of  Shel-
byville, TN, majoring in Crim-
inal Justice Admin

Matthew  Water-
son of Beechgrove, TN, major-
ing in Biology

Cheyenne Williams of Shel-
byville,  TN, majoring in  Psy-
chology

Morgan  Williams  of  Shel-
byville, TN, majoring in Math-
ematics

Sydney  Williams  of  Rock-
vale, TN, majoring in Physical 
Education

Tonyara  Wilson  of  Bell 
Buckle, TN, majoring in Art

Lauren  Wooten  of  Shel-
byville,  TN, majoring in  Mar-
keting

Avery  Wriedt  of  Shel-
byville,  TN, majoring in  Infor-
mation Systems

Brylee  Armstrong  of  Rock-
vale, TN, majoring in Nursing

Jonathan  Castillo Rodri-
guez of Unionville, TN, major-
ing in Physics

Milly  Cope  of  Bell Buck-
le,  TN, majoring in  Foreign 
Languages*

Miya  Lemmon  of  Shel-
byville,  TN, majoring in  Ac-
counting

Emma  Littlepage  of  Rock-
vale,  TN, majoring in  Con-
struction Management

Merced  Mulgado Go-
mez of Shelbyville, TN, major-
ing in Forensic Science

Emily  Neagle  of  Rock-
vale, TN, majoring in Science

Cristopher  Ocasio Valen-
tin of Shelbyville, TN, majoring 
in Environmental Science

Michael  Olive  of  Bell Buck-
le,  TN, majoring in  Business 
Administration

Riley Peterson of Bell Buck-
le, TN, majoring in Animal Sci-
ence

Connor  Sandel  of  Rock-
vale, TN, majoring in Account-
ing

Arrianna  Shaw  of  Shel-
byville, TN, majoring in Nurs-
ing

Kyra  Webb  of  Shel-
byville, TN, majoring in Nurs-
ing

Lucy  Wilson  of  Bell Buck-
le, TN, majoring in English

Dominic Zeferin of Norman-
dy, TN, majoring in Computer 
Science

Nicolas  Zuasnava  of  Shel-
byville,  TN, majoring in  Con-
struction Management

Paulina  Fonseca  of  Rock-
vale, TN, majoring in Science

Marelle  Jenkins  of  Rock-
vale, TN, majoring in English

Andrea  Mc-
Cullough  of  Shelbyville,  TN, 
majoring in  Management and 
Leadership

Tzipporah  Mead-
ows of Wartrace, TN, majoring 
in English

Stephen  Parker  of  Shel-
byville, TN, majoring in Audio 
Production

Donavin  Pearson  of  Shel-
byville, TN, majoring in Aero-

space
Jessica  Rhodes  of  Shel-

byville,  TN, majoring in  Sci-
ence

Brent  Showalter  of  Shel-
byville,  TN, majoring in  Polit-
ical Science

Lili-Ann  Briest  of  Rock-
vale,  TN, majoring in  Market-
ing

Alejandro  Cabrera  of  Shel-
byville,  TN, majoring in  Busi-
ness Administration

Maria  Castillo  of  Shel-
byville,  TN, majoring in  For-
eign Languages*

Stephanie  Castillo-Marti-
nez of Shelbyville, TN, major-
ing in Science

Erin  Douglas  of  War-
trace, TN, majoring in Journal-
ism

Jaden  Flippin  of  Bell Buck-
le, TN, majoring in History

Matthew  Frye  of  Rock-
vale, TN, majoring in Integrat-
ed Studies

Noah  Garrison  of  Rock-
vale,  TN, majoring in  Aero-
space

Regan  Gomez  of  Peters-
burg,  TN, majoring in  Social 
Work

Wrigley  Hodges  of  Rock-
vale, TN, majoring in Record-
ing Industry

Bryson  Holt  of  Shel-
byville,  TN, majoring in  Con-
struction Management

Ben  Hooper  of  Union-
ville,  TN, majoring in  Political 
Science

Sarah  Insell  of  Shel-
byville,  TN, majoring in  Inte-
grated Studies

Andrew  Ivey  of  Rock-
vale,  TN, majoring in  Aero-
space

Justin  Kaysinger  of  Nor-
mandy, TN, majoring in Aero-
space

Landon  Lane  of  War-
trace,  TN, majoring in  Con-
crete Industry Management

Hannah  Litaker  of  Peters-
burg, TN, majoring in Journal-
ism

Esperanza Mendez of Shel-
byville,  TN, majoring in  Busi-
ness Administration

Chloe Metzgar of Bell Buck-

le, TN, majoring in Art
Ethan  Moore  of  Shel-

byville,  TN, majoring in  Psy-
chology

Eileen  O’Carroll  of  Shel-
byville,  TN, majoring in  For-
eign Languages*

Romeo  Portillo  of  Shel-
byville,  TN, majoring in  Infor-
mation Systems

Kelsey  Posey  of  Peters-
burg,  TN, majoring in  Con-
struction Management

Sarina  Richards  of  Bell 
Buckle,  TN, majoring in  Agri-
business

Jordan  Ring  of  Bell Buck-
le,  TN, majoring in  Photogra-
phy

Chris  Rodriguez-Marti-
nez of Shelbyville, TN, major-
ing in Information Systems

Leslie  Ryan  of  Bell Buck-
le,  TN, majoring in  Academic 
Focus

Annette  Solis La-
gunes of Shelbyville, TN, ma-
joring in Science

Chandler  Wiggins  of  Bell 
Buckle,  TN, majoring in  Con-
struction Management

Marquis  Wilson  of  Shel-
byville, TN, majoring in Art

Trent  Young  of  Rock-
vale, TN, majoring in Concrete 
Industry Management

To qualify for this distinction, 
an undergraduate student 
must maintain a current se-
mester grade-point average of 
3.5 or above and earn at least 
12 semester hours.

Attachment
 
Kirksey Old Main on the 

Middle Tennessee State Uni-
versity campus 

Last Updated January 24, 
2024 at 8:13 AM EST

Local students named to MTSU’s fall 
2023 dean’s list (cont.)
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ADVERTISING SALES
Position: Advertising Sales Representative
Job Description:
The Shelbyville Times-Gazette is looking for a motivated and re-
sults-driven Advertising Sales Representative to join our team. As an 
Advertising Sales Representative, you will be responsible for generat-
ing advertising revenue by selling print and digital advertising solu-
tions to local businesses.
Key Responsibilities:

●	 Prospect and acquire new advertising clients through cold call-
ing and networking.

●	 Maintain and grow relationships with existing clients.
●	 Understand clients’ advertising needs and develop customized 

advertising solutions.
●	 Prepare and present advertising proposals and contracts.
●	 Collaborate with the creative team to create effective ad cam-

paigns.
●	 Meet or exceed monthly and quarterly sales targets.
●	 Keep up-to-date with industry trends and competitive offer-

ings.
Qualifications:

●	 Proven sales experience, preferably in advertising or media 
sales.

●	 Strong communication and negotiation skills.
●	 Goal-oriented and self-motivated with a passion for sales.
●	 Knowledge of the local business community in Shelbyville, TN.
●	 Proficiency in digital advertising and marketing concepts.
●	 Valid driver’s license and access to a reliable vehicle.

To apply: 
Email your resume and cover letter to daniel@t-g.com

WANTEDMISC.
TOP CA$H PAID FOR OLD GUI-
TARS! 1920-1980 Gibson, Martin, 
Fender, Gretsch, Epiphone, Guild, 
Mosrite, Rickenbacker, Prairie State, 
D’Angelico, Stromberg. And Gibson 
Mandolins / Banjos. 866-846-4260 
(TnScan)

CABLE/SATELLITE 
TV/WIRELESS

CHOOSE EARTHLINK FIBER IN-
TERNET FOR speeds up to 5 Gigs, 
no data caps, no throttling. Prices 
starting at $54.95. Plus, a $100 gift 
card when you make the switch.  Call 
1-855-481-3340 (TnScan)

FREE HIGH SPEED INTERNET FOR 
those that qualif y. Government 
program for recipients of select 
programs incl. Medicaid, SNAP, 
Housing Assistance, WIC, Veterans 
Pension, Survivor Benefits, Lifeline, 
Tribal. 15 GB internet service. Bo-
nus offer: Android tablet FREE with 
one-time $20 copay. Free shipping 
& handling. Call Maxsip Telecom 
today! 1-855-669-2321 (TnScan)

D I R E C T V  S P O R T S  P A C K  3 
MONTHS on Us! Watch pro and 
college sports LIVE. Plus over 40 
regional and specialty networks in-
cluded. NFL, College Football, MLB, 
NBA, NHL, Golf and more. Some 
restrictions apply. Call DIRECTV 
1-844-230-4803 (TnScan)

HEALTH / BEAUTY

VIAGRA AND CIALIS USERS!  A 
cheaper alternative to high drug-
store prices! 50 Pill Special - Only 
$99!  100% guaranteed.  CALL 
NOW: 866-974-1464 (TnScan)

DENTAL INSURANCE FROM PHY-
SICIANS MUTUAL Insurance Com-
pany. Coverage for 350 plus proce-
dures. Real dental insurance - NOT 
just a discount plan. Do not wait! Call 
now! Get your FREE Dental Informa-
tion Kit with all the details! 1-844-
278-8285 www.dental50plus.com/
tnpress #6258 (TnScan)

DIAGNOSED WITH LUNG CANCER? 
YOU may qualify for a substantial 
cash award - even with smoking 
history. NO obligation! We’ve recov-
ered millions. Let us help!! Call 24/7, 
855-750-2678 (TnScan)

ADVERTISE 
THROUGHOUT TN

YOUR LOW COST ADVERTISING 
SOLUTION! One call & your 25 
word ad will appear in 99 Tennessee 
newspapers for $275/wk or 27 West 
TN newspapers for $100/wk. Call 
this newspaper’s classified adver-
tising dept. or go to www.tnpress.
com/newspaper-networks (TnScan)

HELP WANTED / 
DRIVERS

NEED YOUR CDL? WE DO CDL Train-
ing, testing, Job placement. Company 
paid training available. Training at 119 
EL Morgan Dr. Jackson, TN or 6711 
Reese Road, Memphis, TN. Call 800-
423-8820 Or visit www.drive-train.
org (TnScan)

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

DURACELL. THE #1 TRUSTED BAT-
TERY brand now offering the M150 
Portable Power Station. When fully 
charged the M150 provides enough 
power to charge all your devices 
laptops, phones, tablets, earbuds 
and more for work and fun. Give the 
gift of portable power this holiday 
season. Only $199. Go to porta-
blepower.info/138 (TnScan)

PREPARE FOR POWER OUTAG-
ES TODAY with a GENERAC home 
standby generator $0 Money Down 
+ Low Monthly Payment Options Re-
quest a FREE Quote. Call now before 
the next power outage: 1-888-869-
5542 (TnScan)

REPLACE YOUR ROOF WITH THE 
best looking and longest lasting 
material steel from Erie Metal Roofs! 
Three styles and multiple colors 
available. Guaranteed to last a life-
time! Limited Time Offer up to 50% 
off installation + Additional 10% off 
install (for military, health workers 
& 1st responders.) Call Erie Metal 
Roofs: 1-855-281-6212 (TnScan)

HELP WANTED
RECRUITING HEADACHES? WE 
CAN HELP! Advertise your job open-
ing in this newspaper + 98 news-
papers across the state - One Call/
Email for All! Contact our classified 
dept. or email    bmoats@tnpress.
com (TnScan) 

ANTENNAS

ANTENNAS. SAVE BIG! FREE LO-
CAL channels on antennas or a 
3 year price guarantee on pay tv. 
Call or come by Beasley Antenna & 
Satellite, 3000 E. Wood St., Paris, 
731-642-4077.

AUCTIONS

GET THE WORD OUT ABOUT your 
next auction! Save Time & $$$. 
One Call for All. Your ad can appear 
in this newspaper + 98 other TN 
newspapers. For more info, contact 
this newspaper’s classified dept. or 
call Becky Moats 931-624-8916. 
(TnScan)

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physi-
cians Mutual Insurance Company. 
Coverage for 350 plus procedures. 
Real dental insurance - NOT just 
a discount plan. Do not wait! Call 
now! Get your FREE Dental Informa-
tion Kit with all the details! 1-855-
607-4583 www.dental50plus.com/
martin #6258

Give a GREAT GIFT this Season. 
Send 100% guaranteed, delivered-
to-the-door Omaha Steaks! This 
package comes with 8 FREE Pure-
Ground Filet Mignon Burgers!  Or-
der The Butcher’s Deluxe Package! 
ONLY $99.99.  Call 1-844-461-2144 
and mention code 74222DLJ or 
visit www.omahasteaks.com/De-
luxe8459

Prepare for power outages today 
with a GENER AC home standby 
generator $0 Money Down + Low 
Monthly Payment Options. Request 
a FREE Quote. Call now before the 
next power outage: 1-731-261-8325

Don’t let the stairs limit your mo-
bility! Discover the ideal solution 
for anyone who struggles on the 
stairs, is concerned about a fall or 
wants to regain access to their entire 
home. Call AmeriGlide today!  1-833-
988-0035

DIRECTV OVER INTERNET - Get 
your favorite live T V, sports and 
local channels. 99% signal reli-
ability! CHOICE Package, $84.99/
mo for 12 months. HBO Max and 
Premium Channels included for 3 
mos (w/CHOICE Package or higher.) 
No annual contract, no hidden fees! 
Some restrictions apply. Call IVS 
1-844-787-6638

Switch to DISH and get up to a $300 
gift card! Plus get the Multisport 
pack included for a limited time!  
Hurry, call for details: 1-844-539-
2528

CALL NOW
855.955.5364

SPECIAL OFFER

Waiving All 
Installation 
Costs*

*Add’l terms apply. Offer subject 
to change and vary by dealer. 
Ends 12/31/23.

YOUR BATHROOM.  
YOUR WAY. 
IN AS LITTLE AS 

ONE DAY

Puzzle Solutions

BEFORE LeafFilter

AFTER LeafFilter

1-855-568-3973CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

TH

E NATION’S

    G
U

T T E R  G U A RD1 2

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

Promo Code: 285
FREE GUTTER ALIGNMENT  +  FREE GUTTER CLEANING*

CLOG-FREE GUTTERS 

FOREVER

**Wells Fargo Home Projects credit card is issued by Wells Fargo Bank, N.A., an Equal Housing Lender. Special terms for 24 mo. apply to qualifying purchases of $1,000 
or more with approved credit. Minimum monthly payments will not pay off  balance before end of promotional period. APR for new purchases is 28.99%. Eff ective - 
01/01/2023 - subject to change. Call 1-800-431-5921 for complete details.2The leading consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards 
in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” *For those who qualify. One coupon per household. No 
obligation estimate valid for 1 year. Off er valid at time of estimate only. See Representative for full warranty details. Manufactured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at 
LMTMercer Group in Ohio. AR #0366920922, CA #1035795, CT #HIC.0649905, FL #CBC056678, IA #C127230, ID #RCE-51604, LA #559544, MA #176447, MD #MHIC148329, 
MI # 2102212986, #262000022, #262000403, #2106212946, MN #IR731804, MT #226192, ND 47304, NE #50145-22, NJ #13VH09953900, NM #408693, NV #0086990, NY 
#H-19114, H-52229, OR #218294, PA #PA069383, RI #GC-41354, TN #7656, UT #10783658-5501, VA #2705169445, WA #LEAFFNW822JZ, WV #WV056912.

APR FOR 
24 MONTHS**

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

+ + 01015% %%
OFF OFF
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Melba Charlene McDaniel 
Melba Charlene Hill Mc-

Daniel, age 65, of Shelbyville, 
passed from this life January 
21, 2024, at Lynchburg Nurs-
ing Center after an extended 
illness.

Born July 13, 1958, in Man-
chester, TN Charlene was the 
daughter of the late Charles 
Hill and Doris Ransom Hill. 
Along with her parents she 
was preceded in death by her 
sister, Beverly Hill Brown.

She was mainly a home-
maker that had a very loving 
and forgiving heart. She al-
ways loved listening to music 
and enjoyed playing bingo.

She is survived by son, 
Derrick McDaniel, daughter, 
Christy Gordon, 8 grandchil-
dren and 6 great grandchil-
dren.

Graveside funeral services 
will be held 1:30 p.m. Satur-
day, January 27, 2024, at Ha-
zel Cemetery in Bell Buckle, 
TN with Parker Brown offici-
ating.

Visitation with the family 
will be held Saturday, prior to 
graveside service from 11:00 
a.m. until 1:00 p.m. at Do-
ak-Howell Funeral home.

The family would like to 
thank the staff of Lynchburg 
Nursing Center for all the love 
and care they gave Mrs. Char-
lene.

Memorial donations may be 
made to Doak-Howell Funeral 
Home to help assist the family 
with final expenses.

Doak-Howell Funeral Home 
is serving the family.

Clifton C. Jones, Jr.
Clifton C. Jones, Jr., 67, of 

Shelbyville, TN passed from 
this life on Sunday, January 
21, 2024, at his home sur-
rounded by loved ones.

Born on April 16, 1956, 
Clifton was the son of the late 
Clifton Jones, Sr. and Ray 
Jean Redd Jones. Along with 
his parents he was preced-
ed in death by: sister, Cliffa 
Forsthe; brother, Carry Ron-
ald Jones; and great grand-
son, Ezra Poole.

Clifton had worked as a 
material handler for Empire 
Pencil (32 years) and finished 
out his career with Shepenco 
(12 years) before retiring ear-
ly in 2019 due to health con-
cerns. He was an avid out-
doorsman that loved to fish 
and enjoyed traveling with 
his wife and family. He was 
known by family and friends 
to be a cutup and loved to 
play practical jokes.

He is survived by his loving 
wife of 44 years, Betty Sue 
Melton Jones; children, Chris 
Jernigan, Linda (Ricky) Kirk-
land and Melissa Jones all of 
Shelbyville; grandchildren, 
Brittany Hee, Lori Poole and 
Ashton Jones; great grand-
children, Jaxon & Evelyn 
Hee and Olivia Poole; sisters, 
Debbie Stewart of Shelbyville 
and Nina Jones of OK; broth-
ers, Billy (Muriel) Jones and 
Mark (Goldie) Jones; also 
several nieces and nephews.

A Celebration of Life ser-
vice will be held 6:00 p.m. 
Saturday, January 27, 2024, 
in the chapel of Doak-Howell 
Funeral Home with Pastor 
Jeff Rasnick officiating. Fol-
lowing services his remains 
will be cremated.

Visitation will be held Sat-
urday, prior to services be-
ginning at 4:00 p.m. at the 
funeral home.

Memorial donations may 
be made the funeral home to 
help assist the family with fi-
nal expenses.

Doak-Howell Funeral 
Home is serving the family.

Charles Joseph Cares
Charles Joseph Cares, 84, 

of Murfreesboro (formerly of 
Shelbyville) died January 15, 
2024.  He was born July 25, 
1939 in Peabody, Massachu-
setts.  He moved here in the 
late 1960s to work at Coey 
Tanning in Wartrace with 
his father. The leather indus-
try was in his genes which 
he passed to one of his sons 
and grandsons.  He loved his 
red wine and could be found 
with a glass every afternoon.

He was preceded in death 
by his parents, Charles 
Thomas and Marion Bar-
bara Cares.   He is survived 
by his wife, Madge Parker 
Cares of Murfreesboro; his 
children, Beth (Mark) Smith 
of Shelbyville, Chuck (Masa-
mi) Cares of Murfreesboro, 
James Cares, Jeff Cart-
wright, Chris

Cartwright and Marinda 
(Kevin) Grissom of Shel-
byville; his grandchildren, 
Ryan (Jessica) Smith, Court-
ney (Nick) Young, Chase 
(Lorrie) Cares, Will Cares, 
Daleigh Cares, Naomi Abe, 
Keita Abe, Zeke (Katy) Gris-
som and Zoey Grissom; his 
great grandchildren, Ryder 
and Boone Smith, Cam, Croy 
and Charlie Young, Parker 
and Brooks Grissom, Colten 
Cares.

Per his request he will be 
cremated and his ashes will 
be placed beside his parents.  
A small amount of ashes will 
be spread at Chimney Tops 
in the Smokies by his chil-
dren.  It was his wish to have 
no service.

Memorial contributions 
may be made to Alive Hos-
pice, 1629 Williams Dr., 
Murfreesboro, TN., 37129; 
the Alzheimer’s Association 
or the American Cancer So-
ciety. 

Carol Sue Caton
Carol Sue Rowland Caton, 

76, of Chapel Hill, passed 
away January 16, 2024. 
Per her request, there 
will be no public services. 
She was born November 
10, 1947, in Berkley, Cali-
fornia, to the late Ferol and 
Winifred Lucille Mosier 
Cox. She was retired from 
General Motors Corpora-
tion, and held membership 
at First Assembly of God. 
In addition to her par-
ents, she was preced-
ed in death by a sister, 
Linda Lou Dominquez. 
Survivors include her hus-
band, James B. Caton, son, 
Kirk Rowland; steps-son, 
James B. Caton, II; sisters in 
law, Lois Linder, of Spring-
field, Missouri, Kathy Ca-
ton, of St. Jo, Missouri, and 
Trina Reeder, of Stuarts-
ville, Missouri; brother in 
law, Raymond Dominquez; 
grandchildren, Naomi Tah-
massebi, of Shelbyville. 
Feldhaus Memorial Chapel 
is assisting the family with 
the arrangements.

Donald Glenn 
Underwood

Donald Glen Underwood,  
60, of Shelbyville, passed 
away January 13, 2024. 
Funeral services will be 
Thursday, January 25, 
2024, at Feldhaus Memori-
al Chapel. Burial will follow 
in Willow Mount Cemetery. 
The family will re-
ceive visitors 11 AM un-
til service time Thurs-
day at the funeral home. 
Complete obituary infor-
mation to be forthcoming 
at t-g.com

Feldhaus Memorial 
Chapel is assisting the fam-
ily with the arrangements.

Freida Henry Newell
Freida Henry Newell, 84, 

of Shelbyville, passed away 
Saturday, January 20, 2024, 
after an extended illness. 
A Celebration of Life Service 
was held 4 PM Wednesday, 
January 24, 2024, at First 
Chirstian Church. Pastor 
Dan Asche officiated. The 
family received visitors 
2 PM until service time 
Wednesday at the church. 
Freida was born August 
25, 1939, in Bedford Coun-
ty, to the late Dewey Lee 
and Jimmie Dean Henry, 
Sr. A 1957 graduate of Shel-
byville Central High School, 
she worked alongside her 
husband, Bobby Newell, in 
the ownership and opera-
tion of Bobby Newell State 
Farm Insurance Agency. 
She was a faithful member 
of First Christian Church. 
In addition to her parents, 
she was preceded in death 
by her sister and broth-
ers, Elizabeth Henry Hill, 
Dewey Lee Henry, Jr. and 
James Douglas Henry. 
Survivors include her hus-
band of 65 years, Robert 
Franklin “Bobby” Newell; 
a son, Eric Newell, and his 
wife, Robin, of Murfrees-
boro; grandchildren, Parker 
Newell, and his wife Shelby, 
and Maggie Newell; nieces, 
Connie Reed and Cindy Peek. 
Freida would be hon-
ored with memorials to 
First Christian Church, 
P.O Box 466, Shelbyville, 
TN 37162, 931-684-7467. 
Feldhaus Memorial Chapel 
is assisting the family with 
the arrangements.

Louise Dowdy Davies 
Kneller, 93, of Mt. Juliet, 
TN. (formerly of Bell Buck-
le) died January 16, 2024. 
Funeral Services were held 
2:00 P.M. Tuesday, January 
23rd, at Hillcrest Funeral 
Home Greg Taylor offici-
ating.   Burial will follow at 
Hillcrest Memorial Gar-
dens.   Visitation began at 
12:00 P.M.

She was born December 
18, 1930 in Sedalia, Mis-
souri.  Louise was preced-
ed in death by her parents, 
Leonard Ben Dowdy and 
Fern Lucille Hodges Swear-
inger; sons, Lynn David 
Hyatt, Donald Dowdy and 
a daughter,  Teresa Hyatt 
Richardson.    

She is survived by her 

children, Juanita Ann Storz 
of Mt. Juliet, Debbie Louise

Burns of Bon Aqua, Leon-
ard Dewey (Toni) Hyatt of 
Crossville; brothers, David 
Elvis (Sue) Dowdy of Iowa; 
11 grandchildren; several 
great grandchildren and 
great great grandchildren.

Henry “Jaby” Cooley
Henry “Jaby” Cooley, 89, 

of Shelbyville, passed away 
January 22, 2024, at his 
home, under the loving care 
and comfort of his family 
and Hospice Compassus. 
Funeral services will be 
12 noon Tuesday, Janu-
ary 30, 2024, at Feldhaus 
Memorial Chapel. Burial, 
with full military hon-
ors, will follow in Hill-
crest Memorial Gardens. 
The family will re-
ceive visitors 11 AM un-
til service time Tues-
day at the funeral home. 
Complete obituary in-
formation to be forth-
coming at t-g.com. 
Feldhaus Memorial Chapel 
is assisting the family with 
the arrangements.

Dorothy Lee Ad-
cock Bridges

Dorothy Lee Adcock Bridg-
es, 97, of Shelbyville died 
January 19, 2024.

Funeral Services will be 
held 1:00 p.m. Friday, Janu-
ary 26th, at Hillcrest Funeral 
Home Rev. Chris Harris offi-
ciating.  Burial will follow at 
Hillcrest Memorial Gardens.  
Visitation will begin at 11:00 
A.M.

She was born May 24, 
1926, in Bedford County and 
was a member of Singleton 
United Methodist Church.  
She was a loving MeMaw to 
all her grandchildren and 
great grandchildren.

She was preceded in death 
by her parents, James Lee 
Adcock and Addie Bell Bur-
row Adcock; her husband of 
56 years, Herschel M. Bridg-
es; a granddaughter, Erin 
Williams; sisters and

brothers, Baula May Ad-
cock, James Adcock, Mary 
Adcock, Neal Adcock, Thom-
as Adcock and Billy Adcock.

Dorothy is survived by 
her grandson, Jason (Lind-
say) Williams of Shelbyville; 
great grandchildren, Kaleigh 
Houk, Kason Williams and 
Kennedi Williams; and a 
sister, Bobby Gene Husky of 
Santa Fe, New Mexico.

Memorials may be made to 
Singleton United Methodist 
Church, 3584 Midland Fos-
terville Road, Bell Buckle, 
Tennessee 37020.

Kenneth Gene Smith
Kenneth Gene Smith,  62, of 

Unionville, TN, passed away 
January 14, 2024 in Shel-
byville, TN.   Kenny was born 
in Shelbyville, TN, and was 
the son of the late Willie Gene 
Smith and Laura Ruth Read 
Smith.   He was the owner/
operator of KGS Profreight-
ers and was a member of the 
Church of Christ.  In addition 
to his parents, he was preced-
ed in death by a sister, Melody 
Dawn Smith.

Kenny enjoyed gardening.  
He loved riding his Harley 
Davidson Motorcycle.  He had 
a passion for messing with 
projects and farming.  

Mr. Smith is survived by his 
son, Kenneth Justin Smith of 
Florida; sister, June (Jeff) El-
nicki of Tullahoma, TN; niec-
es and nephews, Alexandra 
(Billy) Randt, Nicholas Ode-
neal, Matthew Elnicki, Ra-
chelle Elnicki; great nephew, 
Garrison Randt.

Visitation with the fami-
ly will be on Friday, January 
19, 2024 from 10 AM until 
11 AM at Lawrence Funeral 
Home.   The funeral service 
will be conducted at 11 AM 
on Friday, January 19, 2024 
from the Chapel of Lawrence 
Funeral Home with Dr. Mar-
vin “Buddy” Koonce offici-
ating.   Interment will follow 
in Simpson Cemetery in the 
Rover Community of Bedford 
County, TN.

Justin Smith, Nicholas 
Odeneal, Matthew Elnicki, 
Mark Branham, Billy Randt, 
and Michael Puckett will 
serve as pallbearers.

For those who wish, memo-
rial donations may be made to 
St. Jude Children’s Research 
Hospital, 501 St. Jude Place, 
Memphis, TN 38105 or to 
the Wounded Warrior Proj-
ect,4899 Belfort Rd., Suite 
300, Jacksonville, FL  32256.

Lawrence Funeral Home 
and Cremation Services of 
Chapel Hill, TN is in charge of 
the arrangements.

Glenn C. Eychner
Glenn C. Eychner, 93, of 

Chapel Hill, passed away 
January 17, 2024, at his 
daughter’s home in Georgia. 
Funeral services will be 
1 PM Friday, January 26, 
2024, at Feldhaus Memori-
al Chapel.

Reverend Jimmy West 
will officiate. Burial, with 
full military honors, will 
follow in Willow Mount 
Cemetery. The family will 
receive visitors 11 AM 
until service time Fri-
day at the funeral home. 
He was born November 23, 
1930, in Rome, New York, 
to the late Burt and Lula 
Eychner. 

He married Marjorie 
Trudell in 1953, and they 
spent 65 years together be-
fore her passing in 2018. 
Teresa writes about her 
Dad: He was a “man’s 
man”. Hardworking and 
devoted husband and fa-
ther. He loved Harleys, 
Fords, traveling with his 
family, and my mom. 
Retiring from General Mo-
tors in 1991, after 25 years 
of service, he was a man of 
few words. He did not talk 
just to say something. 

He served in the United 
States Army in Korea and he 
held membership in VFW, 
American Legion, and Life-
time Harley Owners Group. 
In addition to his parents, 
he was preceded in death 
by his wife, Marjorie, four 
brothers, Clyde, Harley, 
Whaley, and Leon, and one 
sister, Donna.

Survivors include three 
children, Clayton (Darlene) 
Eychner, of Unionville, 
Teresa (Allen) Beiriger, 
of Newnan, Georgia, and 
Roger (Elaine) Eychner, 
of Chapel Hill; a brother, 
Gene (Butch) Eychner, of 
Marion, Michigan; grand-
children, Angela Cleve-
land, Lisa Apostol, and 
Jessica Boyt; seven great 
grandchildren, and one 
great great grandchild. 
Glenn would be honored 
with memorials to your 
local VFW, American 
Legion, Wounded War-
riors, or a veteran foun-
dation of your choice. 
Feldhaus Memorial Chapel 
is assisting the family with 
the arrangements.

Jacqueline B. Songer, 80, 
a longtime resident of Ea-
gleville, TN passed away 
January 19, 2024. She grad-
uated from Middle Tn Univ 
with a Bachelor of Science 
degree. She had a long ca-
reer in education as a home 
economic s/commercia l 
food and science teacher at 
Shelbyville Vo Tech High 
school and then Forrest 
High School in Chapel Hill. 
She was an active alumni 
member of Alpha Delta Pi. 
She was an avid reader and 
traveler, some of her last 
travels were to Washington 
DC, Nova Scotia and the 
Rose Bowl parade.

Jacqueline is survived 
by her daughter, Kimberly 
(Edwin) Barranco; sons, 
Patrick (Jennifer) Songer 
and Geoffrey Allen Songer; 
grandchildren, Alex, Imee, 
Matthew, Reese, Shelby 
and Kerrigan; four great 
grandchildren and lov-
ing twin sister, Patricia A. 
Trainor. She is preceded in 
death by her husband, Rog-

er Songer; parents, William 
Christopher Trainor and 
Eleanor Flora Gerwig and 
brother, Curt Trainor. 

A memorial gathering 
with family and friends 
will be held 2-4:00PM Sat-
urday, January 27, 2024 at 
Lawrence Funeral Home. 
In lieu of flowers, memo-
rials may be made to the 
Alpha Delta Pi Foundation. 
Arrangements in care of 
Lawrence Funeral Home 
and Cremation Services, 
203 S. Horton Pkwy. Chap-
el Hill, TN. 37034. 

Jacqueline B. Songer,

Louise Dowdy Davies Kneller

It’s different here without you,
I’ll never be the same,

I’ve inherited your virtues
I’m carrying on your name

But sometimes I still wonder
As I hang my head in shame,

Did I squander some of the time we had
In pursuit of glory and fame?

But the past is in the past, 
it doesn’t matter who’s to blame
You’ve gone on to greener fields,

with better colts to tame.
I’ll finish what we started
I’ll keep fanning the flame,

And I hope that you’ll be proud
Of how I carry on your name

Your Name
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Michael Eugene 
Forrester 

Michael Eugene Forrest-
er, age 69, of Shelbyville, 
passed away on Monday, 
January 22, 2022, at Van-
derbilt Hospital surround-
ed by his family.

Michael was born Janu-
ary 10, 1955, in Denver, Col-
orado to the late Frances 
Naomi Forrester and Bed-
ford Hamilton Forrester.

Michael was a graduate of 
SCHS class of 1973 and at-
tended TCAT. He worked as 
a machine operator at Eaton 
Corporation and Schneider 
Electric for the majority of 
his career. He enjoyed fish-
ing, camping, riding his 
Harley and taking his late 
companion Kathryn York 
out for dinner. He will al-
ways be remembered for 
his sweet personality and 
his joking nature.

He is survived by his 
children, Frances (Doug) 
Simpson and Shanna Fan-
ning; grandchildren, Chey-
enne and Dakota Simpson 
of Wartrace; sister, Sharon 
(Bob) Feehrer; nephew, Na-
than (Krista) Snyder; and 
niece, April (Bob) Chapman 
all of Pennsylvania.

Funeral services will be 
held 2:00 p.m. Sunday, 
January 28, 2024, at Do-
ak-Howell Funeral Home 
with Pastor Jimmy Gray of-
ficiating. Burial will follow 
at Willow Mount Cemetery.

Visitation with the family 
will be held prior to funeral 
service beginning at 12:00 
p.m. on Sunday, at the fu-
neral home.

The family would like to 
give a special Thank You to 
the loving and compassion-
ate caregivers at Celebra-
tion Way Assistant Living.

Memorial donations may 
be made to St. Jude Chil-
dren’s Research Hospital 
@ www.stjude.org or to the 
Bedford Cancer Foundation 
@ www.bedfordcancer-
foundation.org.

Doak-Howell Funeral 
Home is serving the family.

Howard Aus-
tin Pinkston

Howard Austin Pinkston, 
77, of Shelbyville, passed 
away on Sunday, January 
21, 2024, at his home sur-
rounded by family after an 
extended illness. He was 
the husband of Shelley E. 
Pinkston. They shared 43 
years of marriage together.

Born November 15, 1946, 
in Shelbyville, TN., Howard 
was the son of the late Aus-
tin Pea Pinkston and late 
Fannie Jane Pinkston.

He graduated from Pe-
tersburg High School in 
1966. He served his coun-
try in the U.S. Army (1966-
1968) in the 2nd Armored 
Calvary Regiment.

He worked in the Auto-
motive industry as a qual-
ity control inspector and 
retired from Century Mold.

Howard was a man of 
faith and attended Cannon 
United Methodist Church. 
He belonged to several or-
ganizations, Jail Ministry 
with CUMC, AM Vets, VFW 
5019, Unionville Lions Club 
and Halls Mill Triangle 
Community Club to name 
a few. He enjoyed sever-
al hobbies like racing and 
antique tractor shows. He 
will be remembered for his 
trustworthiness and com-
passion for others and the 
love he had for his family.

He was survived by: his 
loving wife of 43 years, 
Shelley E. Pinkston; chil-
dren, Chris (Lacey) Pink-
ston and Kristin (Brian) 
McBay; grandchildren, Ty-
ler, Cameron, Allyssa and 
Logan all of Shelbyville. He 
was also survived by four 
brothers, Gale, Glenn, Mi-
chael and Terry Pinkston of 
Shelbyville.

A Celebration of Life will 
be held at Cannon United 
Methodist Church, 1001 
South Cannon Blvd. Shel-
byville, TN 37160 on Feb-
ruary 11, 2024, at 1:00 p.m. 
with Brother Doug Dezotell 
officiating.

Donations may be made 
to Unionville Lions Club, 
c/o Ezralee Swing, PO 
Box 2265, Shelbyville, TN 
37162.

Doak-Howell Funeral 
Home is serving the family.

BY NOAH MADDOX
noah@t-g.com 

The Middle Tennessee Blue 
Raiders men’s and women’s 
basketball teams have had 
polar opposite starts to the 
new year, but the men’s ten-
nis program looks formidable 
yet again.

Women’s Basketball
We’ll start with Shel-

byville’s own, Rick Insell, 
and his Lady Raiders bas-
ketball program. His squad 
opened conference play with 
an overtime win at LA Tech, 
and they haven’t looked back 
since. Insell has the Lady 
Raiders sitting tied atop Con-
ference-USA with a perfect 
5-0 record.

At 15-4 overall, Middle 
Tennessee is jockeying with 
Florida International, also 
unbeaten at 4-0 in confer-
ence play, and Western Ken-
tucky, sitting in third at 4-1. 
WKU and FIU are scheduled 
to play each other Thursday, 
followed by FIU and MTSU 
on Saturday. 

There are 16 conference 
games in total this season, 
so there is still a long way to 
go before we get a prohibitive 
favorite; however, there is 
already a very clear 3-horse 
race for the regular season 
title: MTSU, FIU, and WKU. 
They are also the only three 
programs in the nine-team 
C-USA with an overall win-
ning record (15-4, 13-5, and 
13-7 respectively).

More recently, three mem-
bers of the women’s basket-
ball team reached a career 
milestone, including a new 
team record, all within three 
consecutive games.

First, Courtney Whitson 
became the program’s all-
time leader in three-pointers 
made with 260 (and count-
ing) on January 13, 2024, 
in their win at Sam Houston 
State in a dominant 87-55 
team showing.

Then, in the team’s very 
next game back home against 
UTEP on January 18, Savan-
nah Wheeler became only the 
second ever Lady Raider to 
score 2,000 points in her ca-
reer, and just the 10th player 
in C-USA history, after scor-
ing a team-high 18 points in 
the 81-70 win over the Lady 
Miners.

Finally, in MTSU’s dom-
inant 85-48 home win over 

New Mexico State on January 
20, Jalynn Gregory scored 
eight points and became the 
34th Lady Raider to score 
1,000 points in her career. 

Rick Insell has this team 
humming at the moment, 
highlighted by four players 
averaging in double figures 
at the time of this writing: 
Savannah Wheeler with 16.2 
PPG, Anastasia Boldyreva 
with 14.4 PPG, Ta’Mia Scott 
with 11.8 PPG, and Jalynn 
Gregory with 11.7 PPG. Those 
four are followed closely be-
hind by Courtney Whitson 
who averages 9.4 PPG as well, 
giving Insell a multitude of 
options to look at offensively 
on any one night.

Some dates to remember 
for the Lady Raiders as their 
season marches on: Saturday, 
February 3, they host WKU 
at 2 p.m. inside the Murphy 
Center in this season’s first 
edition of the 100 Miles of 
Hate rivalry; Saturday, Feb-
ruary 10, MTSU hosts FIU 
at 1 p.m. in the Glass House; 
Saturday, February 24, WKU 
hosts MTSU at 11 a.m. on ES-
PNU we get the second and 
final regular season edition 
of 100 Miles of Hate as the 
Lady Raiders make the trek 
up to Bowling Green in their 
fourth-to-last conference 
game of the season; and fi-
nally, on March 12-16, the 
Lady Raiders try to punch 
their ticket to the NCAA 
Tournament when they head 
down to Huntsville, AL, for 
the C-USA conference tour-
nament.  

Men’s Basketball
Meanwhile, on the Men’s 

side, Nick McDevitt’s squad 
sits at the bottom of C-USA. 
Having lost their first four 
conference games, the Blue 
Raiders are searching for 
answers after Josh Ogunde-
le picked up a knee injury in 
Saturday’s loss to New Mexi-
co State, joining guard Cam-
ryn Weston on the injury re-
port.

After losing Weston for the 
season with a knee injury all 
the way back on November 11, 
Middle Tennessee needed to 
eventually find someone (or 
someone plural) to replace 
his double-digit scoring and 
calming presence, but as we 
sit in the third week of Jan-
uary, it doesn’t feel like the 
Blue Raiders are anywhere 
near finding that replace-

ment.
MTSU is 300th overall in 

KenPom, and they have the 
346th ranked offense out of 
a grand-total of 362 teams. 
With by hands-down the 
worst KenPom rating in the 
entire conference, it is not 
hard to see why the Blue 
Raiders have dropped their 
first four conference match-
ups this season. 

A losing record for this 
season is perilously close to 
becoming a guarantee. After 
going 19-14 a year ago, the 
big-time falloff from a former 
Sun Belt power getting lost in 
the fray of Conference USA.

Men’s Tennis
Jimmy Borendame has 

begun building a C-USA 
men’s tennis dynasty in Mur-

freesboro. The Blue Raid-
ers are looking to win their 
FIFTH-consecutive con-
ference title, and they have 
started off 2024 on the right 
foot. 

MTSU is currently sitting 
at 3-1 and coming off of a 
dominant road win, 6-1, at 
Arkansas on Sunday after 
falling to Oklahoma State, 
4-2, in Stillwater on Friday.

Coming up, the Blue Raid-
ers head to Durham, North 
Carolina, to take part in the 
ITA Kickoff Weekend where 
they will take on the Cal 
Bears on Saturday morning. 
They will play again on Sun-
day against either Duke or 
N.C. State.

BY NOAH MADDOX
noah@t-g.com

Renowned crew chief and 
competition manager, Ryan 
Pemberton, passed away on 
Sunday at the age of 54. 

Pemberton, who had an 
illustrious career in NA-
SCAR, was most recently 
serving as the director of 
competition at JR Motor-
sports. During his tenure at 
JR Motorsports from 2012 
to 2022, Pemberton played 
a pivotal role in the team’s 
success. His leadership 
and unwavering passion 
for competition motivated 
those around him, making 
him an invaluable asset to 
the organization. 

Kelley Earnhardt Miller, 
CEO of JRM, expressed her 
condolences and acknowl-
edged Pemberton’s signif-
icant contributions to the 
team’s achievements. 

Pemberton’s career began 
in the Xfinity Series, where 
he served as a crew chief 
alongside Larry Pearson in 
1995. The duo secured two 
victories that season and 
finished sixth in the overall 
points standings. In 1997, 

Pemberton transitioned to 
the NASCAR Cup Series, 
where he amassed an im-
pressive record as a crew 
chief over a span of 16 years. 

Throughout his career, 
Pemberton worked with 
notable drivers such as Er-
nie Irvan, Mark Martin, 
Aric Almirola, David Reuti-
mann, Robert Pressley, and 
Derrike Cope. He celebrat-
ed two Cup victories, with 
Joe Nemechek in 2004 at 
Kansas and Brian Vickers 
in 2009 at Michigan, both 
winning from the pole po-
sition. 

The Pemberton family 
has deep roots in motor-
sports, with Ryan’s older 
brother, Robin Pemberton, 
serving as a veteran Cup Se-
ries crew chief and later as 
NASCAR Vice President of 
Competition. Randy Pem-
berton, a popular broad-
caster as a pit reporter and 
studio host, sadly passed 
away in 2022 at the age of 
62. Ryan’s brother, Roman 
Pemberton, has also made 
his mark in the industry 
as a spotter in various NA-
SCAR national circuits. 

BY NOAH MADDOX
noah@t-g.com

After last weekend’s Di-
visional round games, we 
now have only four teams 
left vying for a Super Bowl 
appearance with one week-
end to go.

On Saturday, Lamar 
Jackson continued his 
MVP campaign in leading 
the AFC’s top seeded Balti-
more Ravens to a 34-10 win 
over Houston Texans and 
CJ Stroud. In the nightcap, 
the Detroit Lions won their 
second consecutive home 
playoff game, 31-23, this 
time against Baker May-
field and the visiting Tampa 
Bay Buccaneers

On Sunday, the most an-
ticipated game of the post-
season took place in Or-
chard Park, New York, as 
the Buffalo Bills lost anoth-
er heartbreaker to the visit-
ing Kansas City Chiefs and 
Patrick Mahomes, this time 

on a missed field goal in a 
27-24 game. In the night-
cap, the NFC’s top seeded 
San Francisco 49ers sur-
vived a valiant effort from a 
youthful Green Bay Packers 
squad to win by a field goal, 
24-21.

These results set up what 
should be an exhilarat-
ing Sunday afternoon of 
football, pitting the best 
quarterback this sport has 
maybe ever seen in Patrick 
Mahomes against soon-
to-be two-time NFL MVP, 
Lamar Jackson, in the first 
game of the double-head-
er, followed by the Niners 
hosting Jared Goff and the 
Lions out in Santa Clara.

Outside of Ravens-Tex-
ans, just about every single 
snap felt on a knife’s edge, 
moments in a game ready 
to swing the outcome in the 
favor of one team or anoth-
er. 

Let’s start, and unfortu-
nately end, by talking about 

Chiefs-Bills.
The main point I want to 

get across with this game is 
that despite how amazing it 
was, how amazing the game 
plan, execution, and adjust-
ments made from Kansas 
City were more specifically, 
the lead topic the next cou-
ple days was all about who 
lost the game: Josh Allen 
and the Buffalo Bills.

All the talk felt to be fo-
cused on defending Josh 
Allen’s honor against Pat-
rick Mahomes. The reason 
Patrick Mahomes is con-
sidered to be the best QB in 
the NFL is a combination 
of his immense talent and 
the fact that in every single 
year of him being the start-
er his team has made the 
AFC Championship game. 
Think about that for a sec-
ond; Patrick Mahomes has 
played six seasons as the 
starting quarterback of the 
Kansas City Chiefs, and 
every single one of those 

years, including this one, 
the Chiefs ended it at worst 
one win away from the Su-
per Bowl. Simply incredi-
ble. 

Josh Allen is great, many 
would say second-best-QB-
in-the-NFL level great, but 
he is not Patrick Mahomes. 
Nobody is, except for Ma-
homes himself, and that is 
why Kansas City is headed 
to their sixth-consecutive 
AFC Championship game. 

So when you are watching 
Mahomes-Lamar on Sun-
day afternoon, followed by 
Detroit and San Francisco, 
keep in mind that it does 
not matter who you want 
to win. Make sure to enjoy 
the greatness being put on 
display from both teams, 
and both quarterbacks, but 
keep in mind that you don’t 
have to rush to form imme-
diate conclusions about the 
loser, either.

MTSU Sports Roundup

Savannah Wheeler (4) waves to the crowd at the Murphy Cen-
ter as she is honored for becoming only the second-ever Lady 
Raider to score over 2,000 points in her career. Photo by MT 
Athletics.

MTSU handled SEC foe Arkansas on the road Saturday as they 
improved to 3-1 on the season. Photo by MT Athletics.

for the game really stand 
out, and beyond that, we 
think his ability to lead will 
make him the ideal fit for 
our franchise.

“If you look at his history, 
Brian has been a part of a 
Super Bowl winning team 
(Denver, 2015) and anoth-
er team that advanced to 
the Super Bowl (Cincinna-
ti, 2021). He’s worked in a 
variety of dynamic offens-
es with top-flight quarter-
backs. At each step of his 
career, he’s shown the flex-
ibility and intelligence to 
make an impact.

“During his time with 
the Bengals, he was trusted 

with a number of responsi-
bilities—offensive design, 
quarterback development, 
a contributor to the free 
agency and draft process-
es—and showed the abil-
ity to be a resource in all 
of those areas. As we seek 
sustained success and pur-
sue a championship, Brian 
has seen firsthand what 
that looks like, and he is 
the right person to lead us 
there.

“To our fans, thank you 
for your support and for 
sticking with us. You de-
serve a championship team, 
and we’re going to get there. 
I can’t wait for you to get to 

know Brian and his family.”
	
	 Callahan was a hot 

target last offseason be-
fore he decided to return to 
Cincinnati, and he was an 
even hotter commodity this 
year. He was one of the two 
candidates who received a 
second interview with the 
Titans after Tennessee held 
preliminary interviews 
with ten candidates. He 
was one of three in-person 
interviews conducted by 
the team.

Callahan just complet-
ed his 14th season in the 
NFL, and in all he has 18 
years of coaching experi-

ence despite being only 39 
years old. He got his start 
in the NFL in 2010 with the 
Broncos, and in his time 
in Denver he worked with 
Peyton Manning when he 
was named NFL MVP and 
the Broncos won the Super 
Bowl.

He has worked with Pey-
ton Manning, Matthew 
Stafford, Derek Carr, and 
most recently, Joe Bur-
row. He has a proven track 
record of success, and he 
ultimately winds up in 
Nashville to become the 
new head coach of the Ten-
nessee Titans where he will 
look to work the same mag-

Veteran NASCAR 
Crew Chief Dies at 54

NFL’s Final Four is Set
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By DAWN HANKINS

John and Christine (Tina) 
Diller say they’ve fallen in 
love with their home on a 
hill, nestled deep in the val-
ley of west Bedford County. 
That says a lot, considering 
they’ve only lived here 5 
years.

Christine’s love in life, 
however, besides John, is 
her art and their animals. 
They’re learning what  it is 
like to have a farm in the 
south.

Not so bad, so far, they 
note.

Christine explains that 
her mother was an artist. 
“I have five sisters and a 
brother. I would say four of 
the sisters, at least, do art.”

She’s not kidding, one 
sister has a master’s degree 
in fine art and her daugh-
ter has been inducted into 
the master’s society for 
painters. The niece stud-
ied in Florence, Italy and 
was there several months 
studying and was eventual-
ly asked to be a teacher.

Christine says she was 
always painting as a young 
girl. “I remember when I 
was about 4 years old, my 
mother was painting all the 
walls in the dining room . . 
. decorating with scenes. I 
can remember picking up 
a paint brush and painting 
grass on it.”

She remembers her moth-
er painting swans on the 
bathroom wall. Christine 
recalls she was trying to 
paint waterlilies.

She occasionally picks 
up water colors. She hadn’t 
done much of that since ju-
nior high but someone gave 
her some watercolors not 
long ago.

John bought her some pa-
per. The rest is history.

Christine says she learned 
a lot from the late Bob Ross, 
who had a show on PBS for 
many years. Though Chris-
tine has never had any for-
mal art lessons, she really 
doesn’t have the desire. 

“I putter. I don’t want to 
be an artist.”

Her expertise, she says, 
is mainly oil painting and 
furniture decorating. Like 
Mom, she also does some 
wall painting.

She picks out a picture of 
one of her mares. “This is 
horse country.”

Other animals make up 
her subjects as well.

She says in regard to 
painting, even a child of 4 
can paint something. It’s 
most of all, fun and enter-
taining.

Christine explains that 
she’s a Massachusetts na-
tive and John was born in 
the potato state of Idaho. 
She actually grew up most-
ly, she says, in Kansas.

It seems like yesterday 
that John was nearing re-
tirement age. Christine 
learned her sister was mov-
ing to Florida. 

Christine or “Tina” as 
she’s affectionately called, 
stayed years ago in Wash-
ington State.  This is where 
she met husband, John. 

In their 70s, she thought 
they should move to the 

East Coast. She made sev-
eral trips back East, but she 
and John would eventually 
settle in middle Tennessee, 
which was their first choice 
over the Carolinas, Georgia 
and Virginia.

“I thought Tennessee was 
a very nice place,” Christine 
says.

Still, she wasn’t giving up 
all those things that she felt 
made a great life. “I had cri-
teria . . . . I have to be able 
to see my fields from the 
house. I have to be where 
it is not going to flood . . . 
have water on the property. 
I have to have a view.”

Five years after finding 
their Bedford County prop-
erty, John came down and 
spent 3 days looking it over. 

It still took the couple 8 
years before they perma-
nently moved from Wash-
ington to Bedford County.

John is a retired, general 
practice family doctor; he 
says thankfully, he missed 
all the pandemic excite-
ment, as a physician.

“I’m glad to be back on 
the farm,” says John, noting 
they’re at an ideal spot-17 
miles from Shelbyville and 
12 miles from Petersburg. 
The couple laugh and note 
they now have a small Bed-
ford County farm—about 78 
acres. In Washington, they 
owned much more proper-
ty. 

They said recently how 
thankful they are to be in 
good health and still enjoy-
ing a good life in their gold-
en years. John still enjoys 
raising cattle and dogs.

John also enjoys raising 
Pressa Canario, which are 
mastiff-type dogs. They 
hail originally from Spain 
on the Canary Islands, he 
reveals. The females, which 
is all they have on the farm, 
are large-160 pounds plus-
and take care of home quite 
well, they note.

Though having raised 
all kinds of dogs, Christine 
says the Presa Canario is 
the most loyal and affec-
tionate dog she’s ever had.

In addition to dogs, they 
garden on their Bedford 
County farm. Christine’s 
brother, who lives with 
them, enjoys tending the 
vegetable garden.

“He is always neat,” says 
Christine. “Ours is always 
messy. We end up with pro-
duce all the way to Decem-
ber. He’s done at the end of 
August.”

The couple realize how 
much Bedford County has 
grown in just a few years. 
“When I came out here, 13 
years ago, you could drive 
and not even see a car. 
When I came back two or 
three times, OK, now I saw 
four cars,” says Christine. 
“Normally, I wouldn’t see 
any. It’s bumper to bumper 
sometimes.”

Christine also enjoys 
being a part of the Wheel 
Family and Community Ed-
ucation Club. She’s made a 
lot of friends, she says, like 
Jerry Sue Boyce and Jane 
Perryman.

She initially didn’t believe 
she was a ladies club type 
person. The Wheel FCE 

Club took “Tina” and John 
into their fold. She’s still a 
member.

Christine sings John’s 
praises, noting he’s a gentile 
man who never uses pro-
fanity. Once, she says with 
a laugh, he went under an 
electric fence and it zapped 
his hat; he said a few words, 
then.

John enjoys working with 
bees. He has about 20 bee 
hives on the farm. Hence 
their friendship with Jane 
and Ed Perrryman, who 
also have bees.

The couple share that 
they had an adopted daugh-
ter, who passed away. “We 
have a daughter, who ad-
opted us. She has 5 children 
in Washington. We talk to 
them but don’t get to see 
them anymore.”

Christine says she does 
enjoy painting, as a hobby. 
And, of course, there’s plen-
ty of subjects to paint in 
Bedford County.

Some of her paintings are 
reminiscent of Monet, John 
believes. Still, Christine 
would never take her art 
work too serious.

“I don’t stress myself over 

art.”
She likes the Secret Gar-

den picture she painted. 
There is life in art, she ex-
presses as she shares pho-
tos of flower paintings.

John sings Christine’s 
praises as well, holding up 

some other of her favorite 
artwork.

The couple also sings 
praises of this county. 
When the quiet of a winter 
night, like last week’s snow-
fall, sets in on the valley or 
the dogs draw near for some 

love, they say they realize 
they’re home.

They hope to live out the 
rest of their lives here. “We 
love it down here,” shares 
Christine.

John smiles.

Meet the Dillers
Two of the county’s newest residents

Whitney Danhof, local 
extension agent, knows 
that winter weather calls 
for warm meals using items 
you have on hand. Soups 
are great for cold days and 
French Onion Soup uses 
ingredients found in most 
pantries. Here is the classic 
French Onion Soup recipe. 

To serve, pour into oven 
proof bowls, top with a slice 
of crusty toasted bread and 
Swiss cheese and broil un-
til the cheese is melted and 
browned.

French Onion Soup
1 1/2 pounds (about 4 me-

dium) yellow onions, thinly 
sliced

3 tablespoons butter
1 tablespoon vegetable oil
1 teaspoon salt
1/4 teaspoon sugar
3 tablespoons flour
2 quarts boiling beef 

broth
1/2 cup dry white wine
salt and pepper to taste

In a heavy-bottomed, 
4-quart covered saucepan, 
cook the onions slowly with 
the butter and oil for 15 

minutes. Uncover, raise the 
heat to moderate and stir 
in the salt and sugar. Cook 
for 30-40 minutes stirring 
frequently, until the onions 
have turned a deep, golden 
brown. Sprinkle in the flour 
and stir for 3 minutes over 
the heat. Off the heat, add 
the boiling liquid and wine 
and stirring well. Put back 
on the heat and simmer 
partially covered for 30-40 
minutes or more. Adjust 
the seasoning with salt and 
pepper.

Whitney Danhof
Extension Agent III

Family and Con-
sumer Sciences

UT Extension - Bed-
ford County

2105 Midland Road, 
Shelbyville, TN 37160
931-684-5971 Office  
wdanhof1@utk.edu | 

bedford.tennessee.edu
If you would like to share 

recipes during our Bed-
ford Living time on Face-
book Fridays, just email to: 
dawn@richardsonmedia-
group.net. Photos are great 
too.

Happy eating ya’ll! This recipe for French Onion Soup by extension agent Whitney 
Danhof is sure to warm up your weekend! Yep, it will be a great 
Soup Supper weekend.

Still cool enough for soup


