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Youth Baseball Camp
Shelbyville Central 

Golden Eagles hosted their 
annual youth baseball camp 
Tuesday and Wednesday.

See Page 8A

Commissioner Greg Vick, left, and Mayor Chad Graham, 
who have only a couple months to go in office, listen quietly 
Tuesday night during discussions about the senior tax freeze.
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‘Battle of Bedford’
The Cascade Lady Cham-

pions complete ‘Battle of Bed-
ford’ regular season sweep 
against Viqueens.

See Page 10A

The Fly Art Center
The Fly will be holding many 

art classes from Sept. 27 until the 
end of October. A class for all skill 
levels will be available.

See Page 8A

BC student numbers drop but school board members not panicking
Other models of learning, homeschooling, seem to be contributing

Some able-bodied adults on 
SNAP may get the fiscal axe
New federal law updates 
SNAP work requirements 

County financials good
Positive numbers and lots of grants

Criminal Justice-still a chosen career path for many
The young to recovered are finding work in the field

By Dawn Hankins

Bedford County School 
System is down 240 students 
compared to this time last 
year, due in part apparently to 
several kids enrolling in other 
models of education like ho-
meschooling.

Terise Rhodes, school sys-
tem attendance supervisor, 
gave a report during Thurs-
day’s school board meeting 
about the number of students 
fleeing the public school sys-
tem to study in private or ho-
meschool education groups. 

The meeting was held in 
Liberty’s gym on the heels 
of the ribbon cutting for the 
school’s new educational ad-
dition. Several public officials, 
students and parents attended 

the event.
School Board Chair Mi-

chael Cook said from what 
he’s learned from some recent 
meetings, Bedford County 
isn’t in as crucial state as some 
counties when it comes to loss 
of students fleeing toward ho-
meschooling. 

Rhodes said some systems 
are experiencing a 20% drop 
in student population due to 
homeschools.

Cook said Bedford’s low 
percentage is a testament to 
the BC teachers, administra-
tors and staff and the great job 
they do every day.

Rhodes said the number of 
applications for homeschool or 
private school has increased 
by several hundred since last 
year. She continues to receive 

By Dawn Hankins

From grants to state sever-
ance tax dollars, the County 
is moving along with funding 
for several projects, County 
financial management reports 
indicated Tuesday.

As many people have re-
quested, the state mineral sev-
erance tax is now bringing a 
few extra dollars into County 
coffers.

In Tennessee, mineral sev-
erance tax is levied by coun-
ties on minerals severed from 
the ground. The tax rates are 
as follows:

For tax periods beginning 
prior to July 1, 2025: 15 cents 
per ton.

For tax periods beginning 
on or after July 1, 2025, and 
prior to July 1, 2030: 20 cents 
per ton.

For tax periods beginning 
on or after July 1, 2030, and 
prior to July 1, 2035: 25 cents 
per ton.

For tax periods beginning 
on or after July 1, 2035: 30 
cents per ton. 

One hundred percent of the 
revenue from this tax must be 
deposited into the county road 
fund and used for county road 
purposes. 

Bedford County, like Knox 
County, is opting for a higher 
mineral severance tax at 20 
cents per ton. Mark Clanton, 
road superintendent, made 

By Dawn Hankins
dawn@richardsonmediagroup.net

Facebook posts and other 
press releases talk about the 
jobs of the future being cyber-
netics and AI. Still, it’s pretty 
certain that some local folks 
still have lots of interest in the 
field of criminal justice.

Criminal Justice-II stu-
dents at Community High 
School recently competed in 
a local C.T.E. competition-one 
focused on conducting traffic 
stops. 

Students competed in mock 
traffic stops where they were 
required to correctly commu-
nicate radio traffic while si-
multaneously processing and 
administering correct proto-
col and procedures. 

The CJO students also 
learned how to maintain of-
ficer safety with the finished 
product resulting in a warn-
ing, citation and/or arrest.

While some might think 
a person arrested 39 times 
couldn’t even go into criminal 
justice-think again! Amy Mer-
lo, one of the first MRT grad-
uates at the local jail, recently 
talked a bit more about her 
new life and career.

Merlo, known as an MRT 
charter member these days, 
said this week that she’s cur-
rently in Jackson State Com-
munity College-a new venture 
she began in Sept of 2024. 
She’s studying criminal justice 
and says she “loves” every-
thing that she’s learning. 

She works at West Tennes-
see Healthcare as a recovery 
navigator and at Scarlet Rope 
part-time as a PRN. 

Terise Rhodes, attendance supervisor for Bedford County Schools, addressed the school board 
last Thursday about a student population decrease and homeschool and private school numbers.

PRETTY FALL SKY, LOTS OF RAIN
T-G Photo by Dawn Hankins

Fall officially began this week with a lot of rain in the area. 
But in between the storms, life is beautiful in the evening skies. 
Another 1–2+ inches of rain is possible through Thursday, ac-
cording to weather forecasts.

A NIGHT FOR 
PATRIOTS TO CELEBRATE!

BC Schools Communications Photo
Liberty School held its ribbon cutting last Thursday evening 

for its new addition. Several parents and students attended to 
mark the historic occasion. See more photos and a comment 
from the principal on page 2.

NASHVILLE – Tennessee 
Department of Human Ser-
vices (TDHS) announced Mon-
day updates to Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP) work requirements for 
Able-Bodied Adults Without 
Dependents (ABAWDs) fol-
lowing the passage of HR 1 in 
July 2025.

Upon implementation, 
the work requirements 
for the SNAP Able-Bodied 
Adults Without Dependents 
(ABAWDs) will require cus-
tomers to follow certain work 
rules to maintain SNAP eligi-

bility.  The updated ABAWD 
work rules will apply if adults:

•Are between 18 and under 
65 years old

• Do not have a disability
• Do not live with children 

under 14
ABAWD customers may 

only receive SNAP benefits 
for three months in a three-
year period unless they: Work, 
volunteer, or participate in a 
job training program at least 
20 hours a week (80 hours a 
month).

ABAWD customers may 

applications during the year; 
she will turn in all her docu-
mentation to the state Dec. 15.

Cook said the trend is not 
so much due to state vouchers 
but due to choices by parents 
for homeschool settings. He 

said perhaps there is a time 
when homeschooling is the 
best option.

School Board member Da-
vid Brown said while it doesn’t 
seem time to panic, the num-
bers do indicate a possible 

trend. He suggested the board 
continue to discuss this topic 
at future meetings.

Superintendent Tammy 
Garrett said state-wide, since 

“As a recovery navigator, I 
walk alongside others on their 
journey toward healing, of-
fering guidance, support, and 
lived experience. In doing so, 
I’ve learned the value of self-
lessness – sacrificing time, 
comfort, and sometimes even 
emotional energy – not be-
cause I have to, but because 
I’ve gained something greater: 
purpose, connection, and the 
chance to help someone else 
find their way.”

Merlo adds, “Here is some-
thing that I also carry that 
many people shy away from. I 
am a survivor of sex traffick-
ing. At first, I began exchang-
ing sex to support my addic-
tion. It felt like a choice at the 
time, a means of survival. But 
over time, that choice was tak-
en from me. Others saw my 
vulnerability and used it for Amy Merlo

Submitted Photo
Community High School Criminal Justice II students recently 
competed in a local C.T.E. competition-one focused on conduct-
ing traffic stops. Ethan Rowlett earned second place and Austin 
Brown earned first place. From left, CJ instructor Chris Hobbs, 
students Rowlett and Brown and Community Principal Robert 
Ralston.

their own gain, exploiting my 
addiction to control me.”

She explains that what 
started as a way to feed her 
habit became a trap – one 
where she was being used by 

that report Tuesday during the 
financial management com-
mittee meeting.

County Finance Director 
Robert Daniel said during 
this meeting that even though 
there isn’t a lot of revenue to 
show this time of year, sales 
tax was up $37,000 in August 
over the prior year.

EMS reports indicate grant 
dollars are coming up for that 
department.

Interest from the Opioid 
settlement is now coming in 
and will be placed in a sepa-
rate account. The national opi-
oid settlement is the result of 
some major pharmacies being 
sued for over prescribing opi-
oids. Bedford County was an-
nounced as a recipient of set-
tlement funding about 2 years 

See STUDENTS, 2A

See CAREER, 2A

See FINANCIALS, 2A See SNAP, 5A
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New City soccer complex: More than a mere footprint

Commission 
thaws senior tax 
freeze, by one vote

By Dawn Hankins
dawn@richardsonmediagroup.net

Shelbyville Parks and Rec-
reation Director Trevor Freit-
as said it’s exciting to see the 
long-anticipated soccer field 
coming to fruition at H.V. Grif-
fin Park. He spoke with such 
admiration at the ground-
breaking ceremony held by the 
City on Friday.

“I'm excited about getting 
the project underway,” said 
Freitas. “It's been a long pro-
cess but the end result will be 
an asset for our community.”

This new soccer field proj-
ect is estimated to cost $5 
million and is being partially 
funded through a 50/50 Local 
Parks and Recreation Fund 
(state LPRF grant.) The City’s 
financial obligation has no 
doubt been lessened through 

LPRF in Tennessee which 
provides grants to local gov-
ernments for projects related 
to parks, natural areas, and 
recreational facilities. (LPRF 
is administered by the Ten-
nessee Department of Envi-
ronment and Conservation's 
Office of Outdoor Recreation.) 

To finish the soccer com-
plex, City Parks and Recre-
ation will bring forward $1.7 
million and the City of Shel-
byville will secure the project 
with its $770,000.

Freitas added, “The soccer 
complex will help with many 
aspects of Shelbyville Parks 
and Recreation. These are the 
first soccer fields to be con-
structed here. Until now we 
have held soccer on the out-
fields of our baseball/softball 
fields. That leads into the fact 
that the completion of this 

project will help more than 
just soccer in that now we'll be 
able to offer fall ball and con-
tinue to host baseball/softball 
tournaments into the fall.”

He reports that grad-
ing should begin within the 
month, and the goal is to fin-
ish the field area sometime 
this fall. 

“The building that will go 
on site may take a little lon-
ger,” advised Freitas. “All in, 
I'm hoping for everything to 
take 6-8 months.”

Shelbyville's own Charlie 
Rose has been a long support-
er of the new soccer complex 
and recently began Soccer 
Skills Academy.

Rose told the T-G this week, 
“I've been a Bedford County 
resident since 2002, a busi-
ness owner since 2004, and 
a soccer coach since 2008. 

Eighteen years coaching hun-
dreds of players across rec-
reational, school, and travel 
soccer — and a father of three 
daughters who have all played 
or are playing the game. This 
community has given my fam-
ily so much, and investing 
back into its youth through 
soccer has always felt like the 
right thing to do.”

Most people who know this 
long-time soccer coach will 
admit he’s committed to the 
youth and this community for 
the long haul. 

“This complex is going to 
change lives and I can't wait 
to see what it becomes,” said 
Rose.

What many people don't 
know is that this journey 
started long before 2024-
when the City purchased the 
land in 2014. Rose said he was 
already researching tourna-
ment revenue data and build-
ing a financial case for what 
a soccer complex could mean 
for Shelbyville. 

“I started the H.V. Griffin 
Soccer Field Expansion Face-
book page in 2018, to help 
build community awareness 
and keep the conversation 
alive. For years, we worked 
with the Parks and Recreation 
leadership to carry the case to 

In loving memory 
of Patricia Farrar

513 Madison Street   •   931-684-2443
Serving Bedford, Moore, Marshall & Lincoln Counties Buy and Sell Real Estate

24 Hour Wrecker Service • 931-580-6355FARRAR RENTAL 931-684-5803

James Farrar Blue Jay Farrar Blue FarrarBrooke Anne Farrar

Flag Day is June 14
M s .  M e n z a ' s  D a y 

Care received an early 
introduction to the history 
and meaning of the 
American Flag.

See Page 12A

Youth soccer league kids participated in the new soccer field groundbreaking on Friday at H.V. Griffin Park. See more photos on page 2. (T-G Photo by Marilyn Ewing)

BITTERSWEET CLOSING OF LOCAL BUSINESS
T-G Photo by Marilyn Ewing

Billy Lowery has been in the jewelry business for over 50 years; he has owned his own store, 
Lowery Jewelers, for 27 of those years. His wife, Sharon, retired from teaching in 2009, and has 
worked with him each day since at the store. Lowery Jewelers is closing its doors at 768 North 
Main. See more photos of a recent store celebration on page 12.

‘Soccer is woven into the fabric of this community in 
a way that is hard to explain unless you live here.’

—Charlie Rose, youth soccer coach

Recent exciting new beginnings and bittersweet endings in Shelbyville

By Dawn Hankins
dawn@richardsonmediagroup.net

The senior property tax 
freeze was defeated by one 
vote Tuesday night during 
the County Commission ses-
sion. The vote was 9 to 8, 
with one Commissioner ab-
staining. But the rules state 
it takes 10 votes to pass.

Voting against the senior 
property tax freeze were: 
Greg Vick, Sylvia Pinson, 

Janice Brothers, Scott John-
son, John Boutwell, Jason 
Boyette, Tony Smith and 
Linda Yockey. Most of these 
are on the County Finance 
Committee, which, by re-
quest, sent the proposal on 
to full Commission with a 
pretty steep fiscal note at-
tached.

At the outset of the meet-
ing, some residents spoke 

See SOCCER, 2A

See COMMISSION, 3A
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The city of Shelbyville 
partners with Wold Ar-
chitects & Engineers to 
expand recreation op-
portunities and support 
long-term community 
growth.

The City of Shel-
byville, in partnership 
with Wold Architects 
and Engineers (Wold), 
today announced the 
start of construction on 
Phase 1 of a $5M project 
to bring a multi-purpose 
soccer field complex to 
the region. On Friday 
afternoon, residents 
and project stakeholders 
joined local leaders for 
a groundbreaking cer-
emony on the 36-acre 
development to mark 
the major investment in 
the community’s recre-
ational infrastructure, 
designed to support lo-
cal athletics and future 
growth. 

“This project rep-
resents an exciting in-
vestment in Shelbyville’s 
future,” said Trevor Fre-
itas, parks and recre-
ation department direc-
tor for the City. “There’s 
already tremendous 
excitement from local 
families, athletes and 
residents about what 
this complex will bring 
to the community. Be-
yond expanding recre-
ation opportunities, it 
will create a place where 
people can gather, com-
pete and build lasting 
memories.”

The City selected 
Wold to provide grant 
administration, plan-
ning, design and con-
struction administrative 
services for the project. 
The new complex ex-
pands HV Griffin Park 
with six regulation soc-
cer fields, laser grad-
ing, irrigation and a 
650-space parking lot. 
Its final design will in-
clude sports lighting, 
perimeter fencing, and 
an equipment storage 
facility. A concessions 
and restroom building 
with covered picnic area 
will provide additional 
amenities to enhance the 
experience for athletes, 
families and visitors. 

Shelbyville Mayor 
Randy Carroll com-
mented, “This project 
is a meaningful invest-
ment in the future of our 
youth and the continued 
growth of our commu-
nity. The excitement 
surrounding today’s 
groundbreaking speaks 
volumes about what this 
complex will mean for 
Shelbyville as a recre-
ational asset, a place that 
brings people together 
and a source of commu-
nity pride.” 

“We are proud to 
partner with the City of 
Shelbyville on a proj-
ect that’s generated en-
thusiastic anticipation 
from the community,” 
said Jim Gilliam, gov-
ernment practice leader 

Business Spotlight
with Wold Architects & 
Engineers. “From the 
beginning, the vision 
was to create more than 
just athletic fields. It has 
been to design a destina-
tion that supports con-
nection, local pride and 
long-term growth for 
Shelbyville families and 
visitors.”

Designed for long-
term flexibility and com-
munity use, the complex 
reflects a coordinated 
approach to athletic fa-
cilities, infrastructure 
and growth planning. 
Other project partners 
include CDP Architec-
ture and Studio Topog-
raphy. The complex will 
ultimately be capable 
of supporting current 
recreational needs and 
future expansion. Con-
struction is expected to 
continue through 2027. 
About Wold 
Architects & 
Engineers 

Wold Architects & 
Engineers is a nationally 
recognized planning, ar-
chitecture and engineer-
ing firm specializing in 
community-centered fa-
cilities, including health-
care, education and 
public-sector projects. 
With seven offices across 
Tennessee, Colorado, Il-
linois, Indiana and Min-
nesota, Wold partners 
with communities na-
tionwide to design spac-
es that support learning, 
healing and civic life. 
Wold ranks 25th nation-
ally in Building Design 
+ Construction’s 2025 
Giants 400 Report for 
Top 100 Architecture 
Engineering Firms. To 
learn more, please visit 
woldae.com.

the Council — and they 
worked hard at it — but 
we kept running into 
funding failures, envi-
ronmental hurdles and 
dead ends.”

Rose said the soccer 
group decided to get 
more proactive by go-
ing directly to Council. 
That’s when things be-
gan to shift, according 
to this soccer coach. 

In early 2024, he had 
his first opportunity to 
address Council direct-
ly; he brought data rath-
er than just passion. He 
shared information of 
how Shelbyville ranked 
30th in city population 
in Tennessee and was 
the only city in the top 
50 without a dedicated 
soccer complex. 

He told Council how 
Bedford County, the 
32nd most populous 
and one of the fast-
est-growing counties in 
the state at then 18.75% 
growth, was the only 
county with over 50,000 
residents without one. 

Rose knew from 
experience that TS-

SA-sanctioned (Tennes-
see State Soccer Asso-
ciation) tournaments 
alone can generate mil-
lions in team fees annu-
ally across Tennessee. 
He said he knows that 
$2.1 million has been 
generated within 60 
miles of Shelbyville. 

Comparable com-
plexes in nearby com-
munities were averaging 
$55,600 per tourna-
ment — translating to 
roughly $440,000 in 
local hotel, restaurant, 
and retail spending per 
weekend event.

“The state's dol-
lar-for-dollar match-
ing grant was a 
once-in-a-generat ion 
opportunity, and we 
knew it. I believe the 
research helped make 
the case, but to be clear, 
many people gave tes-
timony and stepped up 
and made their voices 
heard.”

Rose vows it was a 
community effort to get 
Council moving on this 
complex. And like any 
good coach, he gives 

credit where credit is 
due.

“This was a commu-
nity effort, and the cred-
it belongs to everyone 
who showed up, spoke 
up, and refused to let it 
die. The Council voted 
in late 2024, to com-
mit the City's matching 
funds, and I am incred-
ibly grateful to them for 
having the vision and 
courage to say ‘yes.’”

Rose said as for his 
Soccer Skills Academy, 
the timing feels right. 
For the first time in a de-
cade, he’s not coaching 
at Harris Middle School, 
and rather than step 
away from the game, he 
decided to expand his 
reach. 

“SSA brings technical 
training to girls across 
all nine Bedford County 
middle and high schools, 
something I could nev-
er do from one team's 
sideline. Better facili-
ties and better training 
go hand in hand, and 

the groundbreaking and 
SSA launching in the 
same summer feels like 
exactly the right mo-
ment for soccer in this 
community.”

He added, “Soccer is 
woven into the fabric of 
this community in a way 
that is hard to explain 
unless you live here. 
There is not a day of the 
week that you can drive 
through Shelbyville 
without seeing a pickup 
game in someone's yard 
or a kid dribbling in the 
driveway. That passion 
has always been here; 
we just needed a home 
for it. This complex was 
long overdue for our 
youth, and I expect it to 
be a wonderful opportu-
nity for our active adults 
as well.”  

T-G Photo by Noah Maddox
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THE PUBLIC ISSUES
Stink, stank, stunk

COMMISSION� From page 1A

Paying cash for old-
er sports card col-
lections. Unopened 
sports card cases 
and boxes. Comic 
books and antique 
sports related items. 
Shelbyville 

931-492-4304

WANTED

People were asking 
why so many fish were 
dead in the Duck earlier 
this week. Is it a matter 
of simple biology/lack of 
oxygen? Dumping? Run-
off? 

No matter, it doesn't 
make people feel at ease 
when the Duck is their 
water source. 

TWRA officials and 
TDOT were at the War-
ner's Bridge site Mon-
day. Some residents re-

port seeing a lot of white 
foam in the river. There 
are also sections of the 
river that have an occa-
sional odor.

-----
County Planning re-

ceived a report that ap-
parently a dollar store 
on 231 North has a failed 
septic system, with sep-
tic effluent ponding on 
the ground. An environ-
mentalist, Planners re-
port, sent them a notice 

and asked them to file 
for a septic repair per-
mit. So far, nothing has 
been resolved, according 
to Planners. The envi-
ronmentalist then sent 
them a notice of viola-
tion. Planners reached 
out to TDEC and let 
them know that the ad-
jacent site is frequented 
by children, and they got 
right on it. A summons 
was filed last week. This 
is now a court issue. 

411 Elm St. • Shelbyville, TN
(931) 684-1200

NEWSROOM:
dawn@richardsonmediagroup.net

We are in

OUR 
Community reporting 
first hand your local 

news.

‘There are about 250 veterans in Bedford 
County that have 100% disability and 
a lot of them are not going to be able to 
afford an increase in property taxes and 
[that] might force some of them out of 
their homes in the near future.’

—Veteran Dave Rogers, who made public comments

in support of the tax 
freeze, including a cou-
ple of veterans. One of 
those was Dave Rogers. 
(See Rogers’ quote at 
top of this article.)

Voting to pass the 
senior property tax 
freeze were: Drew 
Hooker, Eric Maddox, 
Troy Thompson, Adam 
Thomas, Anita Epper-
son, Biff Farrar, Keith 
Davis and Bill Ander-
son.

Commissioner Mark 
Thomas abstained 
from the vote.

Commissioner Bout-
well said he was more 
concerned about the 
low per pupil spend-
ing in this County and 
state-wide. He said 
during this election 
year, a new “vote-get-
ting program” could 
cost the County mil-
lions over 10 years. 

He told the T-G, “Last 
night was a hard one. I 
was torn on the deci-
sion. We do not know 
how the City-County 
lawsuit will be decid-
ed. A loss for the Coun-
ty is $2 million a year 
in revenue. I can’t see 
adding significant ex-
pense to the County at 
this time. The Finance 
committee estimated 
the cost of the senior 
tax freeze over 10 years 
will cost $2.4 million. 
These two items would 
add $22.4 million in 
revenue loss/expense 
over the next 10 years. 
How the County will 
grapple with this, I 
don’t know. However, 
if the past is any guide, 
the budget will be bal-
anced on the backs of 
our children. And just 
as tax increases hurt 
struggling seniors, the 
same is true for young 
families. I had to vote 
no.”

Commissioner Da-
vis said he had asked 
the Finance Committee 
recently how the senior 
tax freeze would im-
pact schools. He said he 
never got a straight an-
swer. He went through 
TISA dynamics and 
pointed out those funds 
can be withheld under 
the state process. 

Davis stated for the 
record, “I want to say 
that I’m absolutely for 
seniors . . . my moth-

er probably the only 
one who qualifies for 
both of these (tax relief 
and freeze programs.) 
My mother said she 
‘doesn’t want to be a 
hindrance upon some-
one else to take care of 
me.’”

One point Davis 
made was why only 
28% of state counties 
have bought into this 
program. 

Commissioner Mad-
dox, who originally 
proposed the senior tax 
freeze, said the school 
budget would not be 
impacted. He said call-
ing out education is-
sues was an “unneces-
sary roadblock” though 
he appreciates Com-
missioner statements.

Maddox called upon 
Commissioner Neeley 
to clarify any questions 
about funding, partic-
ularly from the school 
budget side. Neeley 
served several years as 
a member of Bedford 
County Board of Edu-
cation.

Neeley stated how 
she’s been in support 
of education for many 
years and yes, there 
are funding deficits. 
But she advised those 
funding issues are ev-
erywhere and popula-
tion growth has creat-
ed more problems.

Neeley said there are 
a lot of empty nester 
taxpayers who believe 
they’ve paid their dues 
to education. She said 
many of these taxpay-
ers continue to do so.

She said a “huge” tax 
increase a few years 
ago went to County 
employee salaries. She 
said that was a lot more 
than seniors are earn-
ing, after many years 
of public service.

She admitted that 
she is very passionate 
about helping those 
qualifying seniors over 
age 65. “We are talking 
about $115,000,” said 
Neeley. “If we want to 
fuss about funding ed-
ucation, we all sat here, 
some did . . . for a $10.4 
million bundle deal for 
stuff, that some of us, 
who sat on Courthouse 
and Property never 
even had the oppor-
tunity to look at and 
talk about. And when 

Commissioner Eric Maddox, who began the Sr Tax 
Program proposal, said he left disappointed but not 
defeated.

Public comments - Briana Akers and veteran Dave Rogers, Commissioner Diane 
Neeley stating the money’s there!

Commissioners John Boutwell and Keith Davis bringing up education needs. Da-
vis voted for the Sr Tax Freeze approval in the end and Boutwell voted against.

Commissioner Drew Hooker calling out commissioner Scott Johnson on making a “cleverly worded” set of 
statements regarding budget deficit. Finance Director Robert Daniel caught in middle.

we questioned it were 
told, ‘Well, we’ve had it 
in here and we always 
wanted to do it and we 
need to do it now.’”

Neeley said it’s ridic-
ulous to keep quibbling 
over $115,000-for some 
of the Commission to 
act like it’s $150 mil-
lion. She said several 
thousand dollars were 
set aside in the budget 
a few years ago for sal-
aries.

“There’s 3 years of it, 
right there.” 

She challenged those 
Commissioners who 
may not know those 
seniors to learn a little 
more about them, be-
cause they may learn 
that many worked pen-
cil mills and chicken 
factories and had no 
access to pensions.

“They’re not doing 
upkeep on their homes. 
They don’t have the 
money. While I ap-
preciate education . . . 
don’t see any other way 
around this tonight 
but for us to please, for 
God’s sake, help oth-
er individuals in his 
County who are not as 
blessed and fortunate 
as we are.”

There was applause 
from the public in at-
tendance.

Commissioner John-
son said it’s more of 
a “timing issue.” He 
thanked his fellow vet-
erans for their com-
ments, and asked Fi-
nance Director Robert 
Daniel if this tax freeze 
program is included in 
next year’s budget. 

Daniel said no, be-
cause it hasn’t been ap-
proved. 

Commissioner John-
son then asked Dan-
iel if he thought this 
program could cause 
a property tax in-
crease. Daniel said yes, 
since there will not be 
enough money in the 
County fund balance to 
cover.

C o m m i s s i o n e r 
Hooker said, “If you 
don’t want to take it 
from other places, it 
needs a tax increase?” 

“Well, that’s our 
problem; our priorities 
are out of whack. We 
need to take it from 
other places. We’re 
throwing money at all 

these different orga-
nizations . . . projects. 
There’s money in this 
budget. There always 
is.  But the problem is 
that our priorities can 
be out of whack. 

Directing his com-
ments toward John-
son, he added, “That 
was very creative. But 
I think it was very mis-
leading.”

Hooker confirmed 
with Daniel that if the 
money is taken from 
other areas in the bud-
get, there would be no 
need for a property tax 
increase.

“Yes, that’s correct,” 
answered the finance 
director.

Johnson interjected 
that it was just a ques-
tion and didn’t feel it 
was misleading.

So how do those who 
started these talks of 
the senior tax freeze 
feel?

Commissioner Mad-
dox told the T-G after 
the meeting, “Tonight’s 
vote was extremely dis-
appointing but I’m not 
going to get defeated. 
My hope and prayer is 
that the work done will 
eventually help get this 

ever, Commissioners 
should get their prior-
ities in line and need 
to listen to the people 
they represent.

Read more online at 
t-g.com.

passed.”
Maddox said most 

of the people he’s talk-
ed with in the Coun-
ty were in favor of the 
senior property tax 
freeze. He said, how-
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ASSEMBLY OF GOD
FIRST ASSEMBLY OF GOD
2510 Hwy. 231 N., 931-684-4809

HASKINS CHAPEL ASSEMBLY OF GOD
425 Haskins Chapel Rd., Lewisburg
931-388-7191

BAPTIST
BELVIEW BAPTIST
471 Troupe Rd., 931-684-3422

BETHANY BAPTIST
210 Richdale Lane, 931-684-8606

CALVARY BAPTIST
405 Lane Pkwy., 931-684-1870

CANNON BAPTIST
713 S. Cannon Blvd., 931-684-5442

EASTVIEW BAPTIST
404 S. Fairoak St., 931-684-9521

EDGEMONT BAPTIST
150 Fairfield Pike, 931-684-7676

EL BETHEL BAPTIST
1624 Hwy. 41A N., 931-684-0691

FAIR HAVEN BAPTIST
2726 Hwy. 231 N., 931-680-9803

FAITH BAPTIST
608 Neely Ave., 931-684-3764

FIRST BAPTIST
304 E. Depot St., 931-684-1634

FIRST BAPTIST
101 Webb Rd. E., Bell Buckle
931-389-9680

FRIENDSHIP BAPTIST
289 Hilltop Rd., 931-695-5119

GALILEE BAPTIST
917 Sevier St., 931-652-8543

GRACE BAPTIST CHURCH
1019 Madison St., Shelbyville
931-492-5037

HURRICANE CREEK BAPTIST
689 Elbethel Rd., 931-684-4754

GET THECoverage
YOU NEED!

• Auto • Home
• Life • Commercial

Templeton & Associates
Insurance

Kay, Zack & Jennifer
108 East Depot Street • 931-684-4380

Mullins Insurance

Things
Hap  en

Because...

p
Kathy Robertson
Mullins Insurance Agency
204 N. Main St
Shelbyville, Tn 37160

Phone: 931-684-7436 or 931-684-7489
Fax: 931-680-0322
Email: Mullins208@yahoo.com

Don Barnes
Realtor®

931-703-1022
DDBarnes@gmail.com

Cindy Barnes
Realtor®

931-703-3738
CindyCBarnes@gmail.com

ColdwellBankerSouthernRealty.com
  Each office is independently owned and operated.

This Devotional & 
Directory is made 
possible by these  
businesses who 

encourage all of us to  
attend worship services.

The Dinner The Dinner TableTable
201 Lane 201 Lane Pkwy, ShelbyvillePkwy, Shelbyville

931-684-5663931-684-5663
Open Monday-Saturday Open Monday-Saturday 6AM to 7PM, 6AM to 7PM, 

Sunday 10-2Sunday 10-2
Lunch buffet Lunch buffet every dayevery day

Pastors eat Pastors eat free on Sundayfree on Sunday

LUTHERAN
CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH
500 Elm Street, 931-684-0202

METHODIST
CANNON UNITED METHODIST
1001 S. Cannon Blvd., 931-684-4767

FIRST UNITED METHODIST
122 Public Square N., 931-684-2535
MULLINS CHAPEL AME
601 Ledbetter Rd., 931-685-4547

PLEASANT GROVE UNITED METHODIST
1597 Hwy. 130 W., 931-294-5477

SCOTT UNITED METHODIST
940 Morton St., 931-684-2297

ST. JOHNS AME
1512 Raby Ave., 931-684-9931

WHITESIDE UNITED METHODIST
2400 Midland Rd., 615-828-8292

WOODFORK CHAPEL AME
1011 Lipscomb St., 931-684-4817

NAZARENE
FIRST CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE
834 Union St., 931-684-3664

HILL TOP NAZARENE
1007 Smith Chapel Rd., 931-65-5234

HIMESVILLE CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE
1614 Hwy. 82 S., 931-694-6920

PENTECOSTAL
EMMANUEL PENTECOSTAL
1005 Belmont Ave., 931-685-6999

IGLESIA APOSTELIC PENTECOSTAL
2216 Hwy. 61 W., 931-680-1539

SHELBYVILLE UNITED PENTECOSTAL
1701 Green Lane, 931-685-9731

WHOSOEVER WILL PENTECOSTAL
219 E. Cedar St., 931-684-4384

PRESBYTERIAN
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN
600 N. Brittain St., 931-684-6541

GREEN HILL CUMBERLAND PRESBYTERIAN
1900 Unionville Deason Rd., Bell Buckle
931-294-2040

NORMANDY PRESBYTERIAN
108 Center St., Normandy, 931-857-9395

SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST
FIRST SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST
101 Church St., 931-685-9588

OTHER
ABUNDANT LIFE
600 Landers St., 931-703-0016

AGAPE WORSHIP CENTER
340 Maplewood Dr., 931-684-1243

BEREAN WAY CHRISITAN FELLOWSHIP
209 Thompson St., 931-703-7076

BLANKENSHIP COMMUNITY CHURCH
3602 Midland Rd., 931-437-2599

CHURCH AT ZION HILL
510 Thompson Rd., 931-581-4777

FELLOWSHIP FOR CHRIST
142 Richdale Lane, 931-684-0949

GATEWAY
1250 Madison St., 931-684-2794

HOUSE OF PRAYER
86 Union St., 931-703-5162

HOUSE OF PRAYER MINISTRY OF FAITH
907 W. Lane St., 931-639-1368

INTERNATIONAL HOUSE OF PRAYER
865 Union St., 931-607-8495

KING CHAPEL CHURCH AT UNION RIDGE
510 Union Ridge Rd., Wartrace, 931-389-6248

LIGHTHOUSE 
111 Church St., 931-684-4900

LIVING STONES COMMUNITY
304 Old Nashville Dirt Rd., 931-684-6883

LIVING WATER
3383 Hwy. 41A N. Unionville, 931-993-2477

MIRACLE TABERNACLE
507 Coble Circle, 931-224-5184

MOUNT VIEW
1331 Horse Mountain Rd., 931-685-0337

MULLIN CHAPEL
601 Ledbetter Rd., 931-685-4547

NUEVA VIDA
1304 Madison St., 931-580-0365

NEW LIFE 
111 Church St., 931-735-6720

PEOPLE’S CHURCH
1890 Madison St., 931-680-4880

THE SHELBYVILLE CHURCH
1014 W. Lane St., 931-492-4747

SHILOH OUTREACH CHURCH
2547 Hwy. 64 W., 931-684-0972

VICTORY CELEBRATION REVIVAL
1000 Colloredo Blvd., 931-680-0302

FIRST CHRISTIAN
309 Madison St., 931-684-7467

CHURCH OF CHRIST
BIRD STREET CHURCH OF CHRIST
428 Bird St., 931-684-3876

CHURCH OF CHRIST
115 High St., Bell Buckle
931-813-3079

EASTSIDE CHURCH OF CHRIST
1803 Madison St., 931-684-8521

FAIRFIELD CHURCH OF CHRIST
3521 Fairfield Pike, Wartrace
931-394-4090

FAIRLANE CHURCH OF CHRIST
101 Dow Dr., 931-684-1583

FLAT CREEK CHURCH OF CHRIST
1404 New Center Church Rd.
931-684-1360 

GREEN MEADOWS CHURCH OF CHRIST
355 Squire Hall Rd., 615-233-5420

RAUS CHURCH OF CHRIST
Smith Chapel Rd. Hwy. 13, 931-857-3362

SOUTHSIDE CHURCH OF CHRIST
108 Narrows Rd., 931-684-1805

WARTRACE CHURCH OF CHRIST
107 Bridgeview Ave., Wartrace
931-389-9496

CHURCH OF GOD
FIRST CHURCH OF GOD
278 Anthony Lane, 931-684-4646

NEW HALEY CHURCH OF GOD
2220 Patricia Dr., 931-685-1159

SHELBYVILLE CHURCH OF GOD
1014 W. Lane St., 931-492-4747

WHITTAKER CHURCH OF GOD
1200 Bethlehem Church Rd.,
423-618-9920

CHURCH OF GOD IN CHRIST
BRIGHT TEMPLE COGIC
516 Elm St., 931-684-7356

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST 
OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LDS
2508 Hwy. 231 N., 931-450-8848

EPISCOPAL
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE REDEEMER
203 Lane St., 931-684-5506

EVANGELICAL
EAST PARK EVANGELICAL
103 E. Pkwy., 256-278-8565

LONGVIEW BAPTIST
101 Cooper Rd., Unionville
931-294-2281

MIDLAND HEIGHTS BAPTIST
2706 Midland Rd., 931-680-0507

MOUNT ZION BAPTIST
101 Dow St., 931-684-1583

MT. ZION BAPTIST
506 Hill St., 931-684-5807

NEW BEGINNINGS BAPTIST
2027 Madison St., 931-703-9972

NEW BETHEL BAPTIST
1832 Hwy. 64 W., 615-684-5636

NORMANDY FIRST BAPTIST
100 Center St., Normandy,
931-857-3800

NORTH FORK BAPTIST
1641 Unionville Deason Rd., 
931-294-5610

ROVER BAPTIST
202 Baptist Church Rd., Eagleville
931-294-5840

SEVIER STREET FIRST BAPTIST
921 Sevier St., 931-684-7460

SHELBYVILLE FIRST BAPTIST
304 E. Depot St., 931-773-0145

SHELBYVILLE MILLS BAPTIST
900 Union St., 931-684-3625

SOUTHSIDE BAPTIST
900 S. Cannon Blvd., 931-684-6138

THOMPSON GROVE BAPTIST
2966 Sims Rd., 931-685-0025

TRINITY BAPTIST
1331 Horse Mountain Rd., 931-492-5480

TWIN OAKS BAPTIST
1710 Mount Herman Rd., Petersburg
931-993-8286

VICTORY INDEPENDENT BAPTIST
2200 N. Main St., 931-684-8114

CATHOLIC
ST. WILLIAM OF 
MONTEVERGINE CATHOLIC
500 S. Brittain St., 931-735-6004

ST. WILLIAMS CATHOLIC
719 N. Main St., 931-694-6154

CHRISTIAN
BETH SHAR SHALOM CHRISTIAN
207 April Lane, 931-680-9777
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Allen Edward 
Perry, Jr.

Allen Edward Per-
ry, Jr., age 82, of Shel-
byville, TN passed away 
June 4, 2026. He was 
born June 15, 1943, in 
Tullahoma, TN to Allen 
Perry, Sr and Opie Hold-
er Perry. 

Allen will be remem-
bered as a kind, caring 
provider. His family 
meant everything to 
him. He always made 
sure everyone and every 
animal was well taken 
care of and fed. If you 
couldn't find him, he 
was either in the kitch-
en cooking for his wife, 
Mary Cathryn, or in the 
garage working on his 
cars. He was a mem-
ber of Mt. Olivet United 
Methodist Church. He 
retired from DREMC 
where he worked as a 
lineman. He loved mus-
cle cars and fixing them 
up, but loved his fam-
ily even more. He was 
a long-time member of 
the Civitan Club and 
helped at any event that 
his sister-in-law, Sweet 
Eve, was involved in. He 
was a long-time member 
of the Southern Wheels 
in Motion car club. He 
loved attending car 
shows, cruise-ins, and 
rod runs. He was always 
at any event that his 
grandkids were involved 

in. 
He is survived by his 

wife, Mary Cathryn; 2 
sons Mark (Tish) Per-
ry of Tullahoma, Brian 
(Bobbi) Perry of Shel-
byville, and a daughter 
Amanda (Mark) Scott of 
Ooltewah; 6 grandchil-
dren, Nicole, William, 
Audrey, Claire, Anna-
belle, and Owen; and 1 
great grandson, Haiden; 
sister Linda Chapman, 
of Tullahoma, as well as 
many extended family 
members, church family 
members and friends. 

A memorial service 
will be held at Mt Oliv-
et United Methodist 
Church on Sunday, June 
7, at 3 p.m. with visi-
tation before from 1-3. 
In lieu of flowers please 
make donations to Help-
ing Hands, mail to Skills 
Development Services, 
PO Box 802, Shelbyville, 
TN 37162, or Mt Olivet 
UMC, 297 Mt Olivet Rd, 
Wartrace, TN 37183.

Luke Alan Ballard
Luke Alan Ballard 

was born April 22, 
2026, and departed this 
life on June 2, 2026, at 
one month and eleven 
days. He was a precious 
baby boy, with the cutest 
dimples, that brought 
immeasurable love and 
joy to his family. He 
was a gift from God and 
his family will be eter-
nally grateful for every 
day they had with Baby 
Luke.

He is survived by 
his parents, Jonathan 
and Rebecca Ballard of 
the home in Lewisburg 
TN; and the brother to 
Rosemary and Baker 
Ballard, of the home; 
maternal grandparents, 
Alan Peterson of Min-
erva, Ohio; Dee and 
Brad Beasley of Mur-
freesboro, TN; paternal 
grandparents, Thomas 
and Leanne Ballard of 
Pryor, Oklahoma; ma-
ternal great-grandpar-
ents Mary and Peter 
Hicks of Lebanon, TN; 
Shelby Beasley of Her-
mitage, TN, Judy Dages 
of Louisville, KY; pater-
nal great-grandparents, 
Tom and Sue Ballard of 
Gore, Oklahoma; aunts 
and uncles, Lisa and 
Jeff Dungey of Blairs-
ville, GA; Amy and Aar-
on Nieves of Blairsville, 
GA; Paige and Nawrass 
Aldabbagh of Frank-
lin, TN; Connor Bea-
sley of Murfreesboro, 

TN; Brayden Beasley 
of Murfreesboro, TN; 
Brooklynn and Wesley 
Cunningham of Mur-
freesboro, TN; Parker 
Ballard of Locust Grove, 
Oklahoma; cousins, 
Bradley Dungey, Justin 
Hildreth, Myles Nieves, 
Madison and Jalen In-
gram; Lincoln and Vi-
olet Aldabbagh, McKoy 
Ballard; as well as nu-
merous extended family 
members.

Luke Alan was pre-
ceded in death by his 
maternal great-grand-
parents Claude Dages; 
Ron Beasley; Hugh and 
Charity Peterson; pater-
nal great-grandparents 
Barbara Ballard and 
Marvin Breeden.

The Celebration of 
Life service will be on 
Sunday, June 7, 2026 
at 2 PM at Grove Hill 
Church, Nashville Hwy, 
Chapel Hill, TN.  There 
will be no visitation pri-
or to the service.

Lawrence Funeral 
Home & Cremation Ser-
vices, Chapel Hill, TN is 
in charge of the arrange-
ments, (931) 364-2233.

Mary Gay 
Rittenberry Boyce

Mary Gay Rittenber-
ry Boyce, 75, of Shel-
byville, died June 3, 
2026.  Funeral Services 
were held 2:00 P.M. 
Saturday, June 6th, at 
Hillcrest Funeral Home 
with the Rev. Loyd War-
ren officiating. Burial 
followed at Hillcrest Me-
morial Gardens.

She was a native of 
Shelbyville, a faithful 
member of Victory Bap-
tist Church for over 50 
years. She loved her hus-
band, children, grand-
children and animals, 
especially her

dogs and cats. She 
was a fine Christian 
Lady who never com-
plained and always had 
a smile for everyone. 
She was an avid reader 
and crafter who loved to 
crochet.

Mary was the daugh-
ter of the late Clyde and 
Mary McCormick Rit-
tenberry. In addition 
to her parents, she was 
also preceded in death 
by a brother, Wayne Rit-
tenberry.

She is survived by 

her husband of 41 years, 
Anthony Glen Boyce; 
her children, Angie 
and Jeremy Bivvins of 
Shelbyville, Carrie and 
Mack Rippy Jr. of Pe-
tersburg, William Dan-
iel and Brittany Boyce of 
Fall Branch, Tn., Robert 
Clyde and Stacy Boyce 
of Shelbyville; sister, 
Annette and Brent Pow-
ell; brother, Thomas 
Rittenberry of Shel-
byville; nine grandchil-
dren, Ashleigh Bivvins, 
Austyn Bivvins, Isaac 
Rippy, Kayde Rippy, Ali 
Rippy, Jayden Rippy, 
Emmi Boyce,

Gage Boyce and 
Harper Patton.

Hillcrest Funeral 
Home is in charge of ar-
rangements.

Elizabeth Jarrell 
Moore Rodgers
A descendant of early 

Bedford County fami-
lies, Elizabeth Rodgers 
was born in Shelbyville, 
Tennessee on October 2, 
1930, and passed away 
peacefully on May 31, 
2026. She was the daugh-
ter of the late Elizabeth 
Jarrell Litsey and Donald 
Wells Moore. 

She was preceded in 
death by her beloved son, 
William Bryant Woosley, 
III, and is survived by her 
beloved son, Edward Jar-
rell Woosley, who cared 
for her so thoughtfully. 
She was married to her 
second husband, John 
Alden Rodgers, who 
preceded her in death, 
and is survived by her 
step-daughter, Lisa Thur-
mond and granddaugh-
ter, Lacey Thurmond of 
San Antonio, Texas.

Mrs. Rodgers at-
tended public school in 
Shelbyville and was a 
graduate of Virginia In-
termont College in Bris-
tol, VA. She received her 
B.A. degree from George 
Peabody College and her 
M.S. degree from Van-
derbilt University Medi-
cal School with a degree 
in Audiology and Speech 
Pathology in 1953, the 
first graduating class 
of this program. Upon 
graduation, she was em-
ployed by the Junior 
League Speech School in 
Augusta, Georgia. After 
returning to her home in 
Shelbyville, she married 
her first husband, the late 
William Bryant Woosley, 
Jr., and started the first 
speech program in the 
public schools system 
there.

Her interest in histor-
ic preservation led to her 
appointment to serve on 
the Tennessee Historical 
Commission. She was 
also one of 50 selected 
by the U. S. Department 
of the Interior to at-
tend a program entitled, 
“Historic Preservation 
for Decision Makers” in 
Washington. Among oth-
er programs, she attend-
ed a three-week summer 
study sponsored jointly 
by the British and Amer-
ican National Trusts in 
England.

Upon moving to Nash-
ville in 1978, she was em-
ployed as Preservationist 
at the Metro Historical 
Commission where she 
wrote nominations to the 
National Register of His-
toric Places and was the 
author of “A Brief History 
of Nashville”, a brochure 
produced for distribution 
by the Nashville Cham-
ber of Commerce.

She also served as Co-

ordinator for the Nash-
ville Bicentennial Cele-
bration. She was listed 
in Marquis Who’s Who 
in American Women, 
Who’s Who in the South 
and Southwest, 1980 and 
1981. She later became 
the Executive Director 
for the E.A.R. (Education 
and Auditory Research) 
Foundation at Baptist 
Hospital which brought 
medical specialists for 
weeklong instruction in 
auditory matters.

She also arranged the 
first balloon race, the 
E.A.R. Balloon Classic, 
which was held at Mary-
land Farms. Next, she 
served as Development 
Director for The Her-
mitage, home of Andrew 
Jackson, in which she 
helped conclude a $5 mil-
lion capital campaign.

A lover of horses, she 
along with her late hus-
band, John Alden Rod-
gers, were members of 
the Hillsboro Hounds 
and enjoyed riding in 
the beautiful Corners-
ville countryside. As a 
lover of literature, she 
was a member of the 
first Thursday afternoon 
Book Club in Shelbyville 
and served on the Library 
Board there. She was also 
founder of the Monday 
Book Club in Nashville. 
She was a member of 
the Wednesday Weeders 
Garden Club, the Centen-
nial Club, Cheekwood, 
the Symphony Guild and 
other civic and charitable 
organizations.

She deeply loved her 
family, her friends, her 
church and prayed for 
them and for our coun-
try daily. Special thanks 
are given to devoted as-
sistants, Liz Burchfield, 
Barry Pigg, Jim and Nan 
Smith, Jessie Mallory 
and Jin Jeong. She was a 
member of Stephens Val-
ley Church. 

A graveside service, 
officiated by Rev. Jim 
Bachmann, will be held 
at Willow Mount Cem-
etery in Shelbyville on 
Wednesday, June 3, 2026 
at 10 AM. Memorial gifts 
may be given to a charity 
of your choice.

F e l d h a u s - G o w e n 
Smith Chapel in Shel-
byville is in charge of ar-
rangements.

Obituaries

Shona Lee Whiley Norman
Shona Lee Whiley Norman, age 62, of Shelbyville

October 1, 1963 - June 8, 2026
Doak Funeral Home is serving the family.

Charles "Charlie" C. Jacobs
Charles "Charlie" C. Jacobs, age 81, of Bell Buckle

November 13, 1944 - June 5, 2026
Doak Funeral Home is serving the family.

Death Notices

PUBLIC NOTICE
The City of Shelbyville will be accepting sealed bids 

for the following:
ROOFING PROJECT AT SHELBYVILLE 

MUNICIPAL AIRPORT TERMINAL BUILDING

CUSTOM ARCH FOR 
RIVERVIEW DISTRICT ENTRANCE

Details may be found on our website at www.
shelbyvilletn.org. A copy of the Invitation to Bid packet 
may also be picked up at City Hall during normal business 
hours.  Sealed bids must be received at Shelbyville City 
Hall, Purchasing Office, 201 N. Spring St., Shelbyville, 
TN by 2:00 p.m. CST on Thursday, June 25, 2026.  
Any submittals received after the scheduled closing 
time for receipt of bids will be returned unopened.  Bid 
Committee will meet promptly after the time and date 
listed above to open bids.

PUBLIC NOTICE
The Town of Wartrace, Tennessee, hereby provides certain financial 

information for the Fiscal Year 2026 Budget in accordance with the re-
quirements of Tennessee Code Annotated, Title 6, Chapter 56, Section 
206. There will be a public hearing concerning the budget at City Hall on 
June 22, 2026 at 5:30 PM. All citizens were welcome to participate. The 
budget and all supporting data are a public record and are available for 
public inspection by anyone at the office of the Chief Financial Officer.

  FY 2025 FY 2026 FY 2027 FY 2025 FY 2026 FY 2027
  Unaudited Estimated Proposed Unaudited Estimated Proposed
Revenues:
 Local Taxes $322,791 $326,257 $345,500 - - -
 State of Tennessee 167,793 104,761 102,427 23,099 23,001 23,100
 Federal Government - - - - - -
 Other Sources 66,699 81,851 85,430 - 718 1,500
 Total Revenues $557,283 $512,869 $533,357 $23,099 $23,719 $24,600
Expenditures:
 Salaries $155,570 $150,462 $151,712 - - -
 Other Cost 415,772 245,606 285,263 10,855 9,866 13,500
 Total Expenditures $571,342 $396,068 $436,975 $10,855 $9,866 $13,500
Beginning Fund Balance: $375,441 $361,382 $478,183 $50,682 $62,926 $76,779
Ending Fund Balance: $361,382 $478,183 $574,565 $62,926 $76,779 $87,879
Number of FTE Employees 2 2 2 - - -

GENERAL FUND STATE STREET AID FUND

Nice crowd attends Shofner Chapel First Sunday June Decoration 
2026 event held in conjunction with America’s 250th 

Shofner’s Lutheran 
Chapel on Thompson’s 
Creek (41A South) in 
Bedford County is a 
historic site recog-
nized as the first TN 
Lutheran church. The 
chapel was founded 
in 1808, by Martin 
Shofner, a Revolu-
tionary War veteran 
who received a land 
grant from Continen-
tal Congress for his 
service as a cavalry-
man in a North Car-
olina regiment under 

General Nathanael 
Green. The current 
building was erected 
in the mid-1800s. The 
building and adjacent 
cemetery were added 
to the U.S. National 
Register of Histor-
ic Places on July 10, 
1998. On June 9, 2014, 

a storm damaged the 
roof. Shofner Lutheran 
Chapel is still today a 
preservation of ear-
ly German-American 
settlement, Lutheran 
missionary work and 
embodies preservation 
of historic architec-
ture. Bedford Coun-

ty Archives Director 
Carol Roberts shared 
some of the Shofner 
history on Sunday.

The One Big Beauti-
ful Bill Act (OBBBA) of 
2025, created the Trump 
account, a “starter” IRA 
for children under age 
18, available starting 
July 5, 2026. If helping a 
child save for retirement 
is one of your goals, this 
report can help you un-
derstand when and how 
to take advantage of 
Trump accounts.

An overview 
A Trump account 

(also known as a 530A 
account) is a type of re-
tirement account that 
can be established for 
any child with a Social 
Security number prior 
to January 1 of the year 
they turn 18 (“Pre-18”.) A 
child can generally have 
only one Trump account 
at any given time. The 
election to open an ac-
count can be made by a 
legal guardian, parent, 
adult sibling or grand-
parent (in that order of 

priority.)
These accounts are set 

up as custodial accounts: 
The child owns the as-
sets, but the adult acts 
on the child’s behalf un-
til the assets can transfer 
to the child.

A Trump account is 
essentially a traditional 
IRA with special rules 
before the child reaches 
age 18. Those rules relate 
to who can contribute, 
how much can be con-
tributed, what invest-
ments are allowed and 
when distributions can 
be made.

Thank you to Charlie 
Williams from Edward 
D. Jones for sharing this 
information with T-G 
readers.

“It isn’t something 
that we deal with direct-
ly,” advised Williams, 
“but feel strongly that 
it represents a great op-
portunity to help build 
a more secure future for 
children.”

Info on the Trump IRA 
starter account for children 
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Classifieds
YARD SALES

MULTI-FAMILY 
GARAGE SALE
233 Highland Cir

June 13th, 7AM-2PM

FOR SALE

Frigidaire refrigerator
Approximately 3 years 
old and in great con-

dition. Silver front with 
black sides $300 

Call: 931-492-4154
2021 Winnebago 
Ultra Mini Camper

Full and bunk bed layout
Like new, lots of extras!

Text 931-639-4246

Bedford County property transfers
The following prop-

erty sales were recently 
recorded in the Bedford 
County Register of Deeds 
office.
File date: June 2

L o c at i o n:  10 8  6 t h 
Av e ;  S e l l e r,  C a r l  W 
Richardson Sr; Buyer,  
A le x  Fa r s ia n;  P r ic e , 
$105,000 (Deed).

S el ler,  Ry a n R ic h-
arson,  Ha lc yon Con-
str uct ion and Devel-
opment  L L C;  Buyer,  
K at hy Minter Ba ker; 
Price, $510,000 (Deed).

L o c a t i o n :  P i c k -
le Rd; Seller, Timothy 
D Richardson; Buyer,  
Leon Richardson, James 
Leon Richardson; Price, 
$0 (QD).

L oc at ion:  212 Cay-
enne Dr; Seller, Ryan 
T  S c h m i t t ;  B u y e r ,  
Stefanie Pruitt, Roger 
Pruitt; Price, $340,000 
(Deed).

Location: 310 Spring St; 
Seller, DCC Strategic Re-
alty Partners LLC; Buyer,  
Cassadi D Baker; Price, 
$308,000 (Deed).

L o c a t i o n :  N a s h -
v i l le Dir t  Rd; Sel ler, 
Charles M Wil l iams, 
Vicki Williams; Buyer,  
G r e g  T  C u r l ;  P r i c e , 
$125,000 (Deed).

Location: 141 Dogwood 
Ct; Seller, Joseph A Mes-
sina, Lisa Messina; Buyer,  
Angela Murphy, Richard 
Murphy; Price, $235,000 
(Deed).

L o c a t i o n :  H o m e r 
Br y a n  L a n e ;  S e l l e r, 
Charles M Wil l iams, 
Vicki Williams; Buyer,  
G r e g  T  C u r l ;  P r i c e , 
$50,000 (Deed).

Location: 2820 High-
way 82 E; Seller, Benito 
Luciano Moreno; Buyer,  
MW Real Estate Group 
LLC; Price, $579,000 

(Deed).
L o c a t i o n :  H w y 

6 4 ;  S e l l e r ,  P e t e r 
A lan Bar ret t;  Buyer,  
Taggart Transcontinental 
Rail ULC; Price, $0 (QD).
File date: June 3

Location: 201 Orchard 
Lane; Seller, Michael 
Barr y Collins; Buyer,  
Kenneth Paul Kauffman, 
Connie Kauffman; Price, 
$270,000 (Deed).

Location: Old High-
way 64 E; Seller, DCC 
Strategic Realty Part-
n e r s  L L C ;  B u y e r ,  
S t ac e y  Z i nd le ,  Joh n 
Zindle; Price, $218,405 
(Deed).

Location: Old High-
way 64 E; Seller, DCC 
Strategic Realty Part-
n e r s  L L C ;  B u y e r ,  
Nathan R Zindle; Price, 
$199,9900 (Deed).

Location: 1721 Hw y 
64 W; Seller, Michael 
J  F r a n c e  S r ,  D o r -
l a  M F r a nc e;  Buyer,  
France Living Trust, Mi-
chael J France Sr, Dorla 
M France; Price, $0 (QD).

Location: 337 Shel-
byville Mills Rd; Sell-
er, Michael J Sr France, 
Dorla M France; Buyer,  
Investors at Heart LLC, 
Michael J France Sr, 
Dorla M France; Price, 
$0 (QD).

Location: 335 Virgil 
Crowell Rd; Seller, Gail 
L ou i se  Z a ne;  Buyer,  
G eorge C ur t is  Z a ne; 
Price, $0 (QD).
File date: June 4

Location: 110 Virginia 
Court; Seller, John Smith, 
Ju l i e  S m i t h ;  B u y e r,  
Barbie A Farrow, Don-
a ld R Far row; Pr ice, 
$325,000 (Deed).

L o c at ion:  227  Id le 
Dr; Seller, DFH Cres-
c e n t  L L C ;  B u y e r ,  
Timothy Jackson, Kiki 

Brackin Mills; Buyer,  
Brendon Wooding, Ca-
tarina Wooding; Price, 
$239,900 (Deed).

Location: 129 Patri-
ot Circle;  Sel ler,  Mi-

guel Saucedo, Josefa 
Valdez Villegas; Buyer,  
William Jake Vincent, 
Hannah Haynes; Price, 
$399,999 (Deed).

S el ler,  Da r y l  O ne -

a l ,  A m a n d a  O n e -
a l ,  M ic h ae l  Hut s on , 
Dawn Hutson; Buyer,  
Larry Gambill, Donna 
Gambill; Price, $285,000 
(Deed).

Jackson, Mary Lee Toney 
Price, $349,990 (Deed).
File date: June 5

S el ler,  Dav id  K en-
non Threet, Ann Ellen 
Brown Threet; Buyer,  
David Jason Threet, Sally 
D Threet; Price, $0 (QD).

Seller, Evenecer Ce-
d i l lo,  Emi ly  C ed i l lo, 
Emily K Demaio; Buyer,  
A d ien n a  L  Pe ab o dy ; 
Price, $334,000 (Deed).

Location: 607 Apple 
Blossom Trail; Seller, Lisa 
Curl, Jill Cook; Buyer,  
Tori Breitenbach; Price, 
$499,000 (Deed).

Location: Greer Rd; Sell-
er, Roger Richards; Buyer,  
Roger D Richards Re-
vocable Trust; Price, $0 
(QD).

Location: Greer Rd; Sell-
er, Roger Richards; Buyer,  
Roger D Richards Re-
vocable Trust; Price, $0 
(QD).

Location: 141 Greer 
R d ;  S e l l e r ,  R o g -
e r  R i c h a r d s;  B u y e r,  
Roger D Richards Re-
vocable Trust; Price, $0 
(QD).

Location: 141 Church 
Cross Rd; Seller, Rog-
e r  R i c h a r d s;  B u y e r,  
Roger D Richards Re-
vocable Trust; Price, $0 
(QD).

S e l l e r ,  K y l i e  R e -
n e a  G u i n n ;  B u y e r ,  
Parker Blaine Guinn; 
Price, $0 (QD).

S el ler,  Ma r y  E s ter 
Ray, May Esther Ray, 
M a r y  E  R ay ;  Bu y e r,  
Jonathan Bradly Swan-
der;  Pr ice,  $215 ,000 
(Deed).

Location: Bell Buck-
le Wartrace Rd; Sel l-
er, Lloyd Davis; Buyer,  
L loyd Dav i s ,  Reg i na 
Darlean Davis; Price, $0 
(QD).
File date: June 8

L o c at ion:  F i sh i ng-
ford Pike; Seller, Lisa 
L  H o b b s ,  L a u r a   K 
Yoes Gordon, Gordon 
Laura K Yoes; Buyer,  
William A Gordon, Laura 
K Yoes Gordon, Gordon 
Laura K Yoes, Henry C 
Gordon; Price, $0 (QD).

Location: Thompson 
Lane; Sel ler, Christ i-
na Diane Ladd; Buyer,  
Joe Henry Ladd III; Price, 
$0 (QD).

Location: Gregory Mille 
Road; Sel ler,  Leeann 
Genevieve Cagle; Buyer,  
Leeann Genevieve Cagle; 
Price, $0 (QD).

Location: Gregory Mille 
Road; Sel ler,  Leeann 
Genevieve Cagle; Buyer,  
Dorothy Swartzentrover; 
Price, $0 (QD).

L o c at ion:  11 4  C ol-
l i e r  Av e nu e ;  S e l l e r, 

Crossword 9) Gloater’s shout
10) Legendary reference 

book?
11) Trash
12) Closer’s stat
13) Walter Scott or Walter 

Raleigh
18) Curvaceous one of 26
19) Disciple of Jesus
24) Go back to the default 

settings
25) Santa checks it
26) Up to the present
28) __ pro quo
30) Conscious of
31) Really relax, in slang 

(with “out”)
34) Furthest from the 

freshest
35) “When you wish upon 

__ ... “
37) Clothing store section
38) Musician Clapton
39) Making copies in the 

office
40) Heavy measure
41) Outdoor sound 

blasters, briefly
45) Certain church official
47) Lacking pigmentation
48) Wild West drinking 

hole
49) Potpourri offerings

CLUES ACROSS
1) Framing 2x4
5) Middle ear bone
10) Birthday topics
14) Jason’s ship
15) Makeup option
16) Hatcher of TV
17) Almost have in-laws
20) Official government 

pardons
21) Golfer’s aspiration
22) Old TV “Squad”
23) “Just a __” (“Wait!”)
24) In an optimistic way
27) It’s south of Turkey
29) Housing projects?
32) Gaming cube
33) Dream Team team
36) Farthest toward the 

sunset
38) Instruction to an 

actor, sometimes
41) Animal that preys on 

others
42) Highest non-face card
43) Draft contents
44) Like interstate 

highways
46) Mouth off at

50) One who makes a 
point

52) Work unit
55) Fond du __, 

Wisconsin
56) __ in xylophone
57) Like good obedience 

school candidates
60) Avoid the public
63) Frank with a famous 

diary
64) Slender watercraft
65) Rope entanglement
66) Pricey opera house 

seating section
67) Way the wind blows
68) Male heirs

CLUES DOWN
1) Italian deli item
2) Low number on the 

Richter scale
3) Lake George is there
4) Bird of peace
5) Ready to spit nails
6) Observe
7) Like baby monkeys
8) They are uttered with 

shudders

51) One spelling for an 
Indian princess

53) Irritated
54) Large African antelope

57) Any old Russian ruler
58) Jeweler Lalique or 

Hollywood’s Russo
59) Inquires

60) Cowpoke’s sweetheart
61) Yoko of the music 

world
62) Mo. of colorful foliage

Bedford County, Tennessee
Proposed Budget

For the Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 2027

New Chaise Lounge 
with roll pillow

Blue/dark brown: $200
Pretty, wrought iron, 

sofa table: $50
Please call: 

615-397-0965
CASH ONLY

SERVICES

LAWN CARE 
SERVICES

931-536-2656

YOUR CL ASSIF IED 
COULD BE HERE. Call 
931-684-1200 Today.
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FORECLOSURE SALE NOTICE
WHEREAS, New Doors Development Group, LLC executed 

Deed of Trust dated October 30, 2024 in favor of Jacob Alsup, 
Trustee, to secure a Promissory Note payable to the order of 
KEM Investments, LLC, D/B/A Real-Flex in the original amount 
of $795,000.00 which Promissory Note is more fully described 
in Book TD1135, page 223, in the Register’s Office of Bedford 
County, Tennessee, to which reference is hereby made (the 
“Deed of Trust”), and to secure payment of other indebtedness 
then existing or to arise thereafter; and 

WHEREAS, R. Houston Akin of Davidson County has been 
appointed Trustee by KEM Investments, LLC, D/B/A Real-Flex, 
the owner and holder of the Indebtedness by instrument of 
record at Book TD1192, page 180, Register’s Office for Bedford 
County, Tennessee, with authority to act under the powers given 
the Trustee under the Deed of Trust and be applicable law; and

WHEREAS, defaults under the Indebtedness secured by the 
Deed of Trust have occurred; and 

WHEREAS, the owner and holder of said Indebtedness 
has demanded that the real property be advertised and sold in 
satisfaction of said Indebtedness and the cost of said foreclosure, 
in accordance with the terms, conditions and provisions of the 
loan documents and the Deed of Trust

NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby given that the Substitute 
Trustee, pursuant to the power, duty and authority vested in 
and imposed upon the Trustee in said Deed of Trust and under 
applicable law, will on Monday, June 22, 2026, at 12:00 p.m. 
o’clock, prevailing time, at the entrance to the Bedford County 
Courthouse, Shelbyville, Tennessee offer for sale to the highest 
and best bidder for cash and free from all rights and equity of 
redemption, statutory right of redemption or otherwise, homestead, 
dower, elective share and all other rights of exemption of every 
kind as waived in said Deed of Trust, certain property described 
as follows, to-wit:

Being all of Tract No. 6 of the Amos C. Smith Testamentary 
Family Trust survey plat which is of record at Plat Cabinet H1, 
Envelope 14, Register’s Office of Bedford County, Tennessee, to 
which reference is hereby made for a more detailed description 
of said tract. 

Being the same property conveyed to New Doors Development 
Group, LLC, a Tennessee limited liability company by Warranty 
Deed from Srinidhi, LLC, a Tennessee limited liability company, 
dated October 30, 2024 and recorded in Book D393 page 384— 
Register’s Office for Bedford County, Tennessee. 

The address of the property is, upon best information and 
knowledge, believed to be 0 Amos Smith Rd., Shelbyville, TN, but 
such address is not part of the legal description of the property. 
In the event of any discrepancy, the legal description herein 
shall control.

This property is sold AS IS, WHERE IS AND WITH ALL 
FAULTS, and without any representations or warranties of any 
kind whatsoever, whether express or implied. Without limiting the 
foregoing, THE PROPERTY IS TO BE SOLD WITHOUT ANY 
IMPLIED WARRANTIES OF MECHANTABILITY, CONDITION 
OR FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR USE OR PURPOSE.

Other interested parties:
None
The right is reserved to (i) delay the sale to another time certain 

or adjourn the day of the sale to another day and time, without 
further publication and in accordance with law, upon announcement 
of said delay or adjournment on the day and time and place of 
the sale set forth above; (ii) sell the Property at the time fixed by 
the last postponement or to give new notice of sale; (iii) sell the 
Property in such lots, parcels, segments, or separate estates as 
the Substitute Trustee may choose; (iv) sell part of the Property 
and delay, adjourn, cancel, or postpone the sale of the remaining 
part of the Property; (v) sell the Property in whole and then to sell 
the Property in parts and to consummate the sale in whichever 
manner produces the highest sale price; (vi) to sell to the next 
highest bidder in the event any higher bidder does not comply 
with the terms of the sale.

The Substitute Trustee will make no covenant of seisin, 
marketability of title or warranty of title, express or implied, and 
will sell and convey the subject real estate by Trustee’s Deed as 
Substitute Trustee only and not otherwise.

This sale is subject to all matters shown on any applicable 
recorded Plat or Plan; any unpaid taxes and assessments (plus 
penalties, interest and costs) which exists as a lien against the 
said Property; any restrictive covenants, easements or setback 
lines that may be applicable; any rights of redemption, equity, 
statutory or otherwise, not otherwise waived in the Deed of Trust, 
including rights of redemption of any governmental agency, state 
of federal; and any and all prior deeds of trusts, liens, dues, 
assessments, encumbrances, defects, adverse claims and other 
matters that may take priority over the Deed of Trust upon which 
this foreclosure sale is conducted or are not extinguished by this 
Foreclosure Sale. This sale is also subject to any matter that an 
inspection and accurate survey of the property might disclose.

THIS IS AN ATTEMPT TO COLLECT A DEBT, AND ANY 
INFORMATION OBTAINED WILL BE USED FOR THIS PURPOSE.

This Notice of Sale can be viewed online at www.foreclosurestn.
com.

Dated this 18th day of May, 2026.
R. Houston Akin, Trustee
611 Woodland Street
Nashville, TN 37206
(615) 879-7714
Insertion Dates: May 28, June 4, and 11, 2026.

NOTICE OF SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE`S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred in the performance of the 

covenants, terms, and conditions of a Deed of Trust dated February 
10, 2025, executed by Charles Leeper, a single person, to Yale Riley 
as Trustee, for Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., as 
beneficiary, as nominee for Rocket Mortgage, LLC, its successors 
and assigns, and appearing of record on February 14, 2025, in the 
Register’s Office of Bedford County, Tennessee, at Book TD1143, 
Page 613, and Instrument Number 25001037.

WHEREAS, the beneficial interest of said Deed of Trust was last 
transferred and assigned to Rocket Mortgage, LLC f/k/a Quicken 
Loans, LLC, the party entitled to enforce said security interest; and 
having appointed Clear Recon LLC, the undersigned, as Substitute 
Trustee by instrument filed or being filed for record in the Register’s 
Office of Bedford County, Tennessee, with all of the rights, powers, 
and privileges of the original Trustee named in said Deed of Trust.  

NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby given that the entire 
indebtedness has been declared due and payable as provided in 
said Deed of Trust, and that the undersigned, Clear Recon LLC, 
as Substitute Trustee or his duly appointed agent, by virtue of the 
power, duty, and authority vested and imposed upon said Substitute 
Trustee will, on July 6, 2026, at 11:00 AM, local time, at the main 
entrance of the Bedford County Courthouse, 1 Public Square, located 
in Shelbyville, Tennessee, proceed to sell at public outcry to the 
highest and best bidder for cash or certified funds ONLY, paid at the 
conclusion of the sale, the following described property situated in 
Bedford County, to wit:

The land referred to herein below is situated in the County of 
Bedford, State of Tennessee, and is described as follows:

EXHIBIT A - LEGAL DESCRIPTION
Tax Id Number(s): 030 05300 000
Land situated in the County of Bedford in the State of TN
GENERALLY DESCRIBED AS A PARCEL OF REAL ESTATE 

SITUATED ON THE GROUND IN THE 5TH CIVIL DISTRICT OF 
BEDFORD COUNTY TENNESSEE SAID PARCEL IS GENERALLY, 
BOUND BY THE WALDRON PROPERTY ON THE WEST, BY 
THE BOWLING PROPERTY ON THE NORTH AND EAST, AND 
THE NORTH MARGIN OF UNIONVILLE-DEASON ROAD ON 
THE SOUTH, SAID PARCEL BEING MORE PARTICULARLY 
DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS:

MAP 30, PARCEL 53.00 RECORDED IN THE REGISTERS 
OFFICE OF BEDFORD COUNTY, TENNESSEE (R.O.B.C.,TN.) IN 
DEED BOOK 303, PAGE 929, AND IN PLAT CABINET A, PAGE 
155 AS LOT 5 COMMENCING AT AN IRON PIPE FOUND, THENCE 
N 85° 45’ 10” E FOR A DISTANCE OF 730.00’ TO THE POINT OF 
BEGINNING; SAID POINT BEING AN IRON REBAR FOUND IN THE 
NORTH MARGIN OF UNIONVILLE DEASON ROAD, SAID REBAR 
HAVING COORDINATES OF NORTH 462970.56, EAST 1824636.60, 
AND BEING THE SOUTHWEST CORNER OF HEREN DESCRIBED 
PROPERTY; THENCE LEAVING SAID MARGIN, N 4° 14’ 50”W, FOR 
A DISTANCE OF 340.00’ TO AN IRON REBAR FOUND, BEING THE 
NORTHWEST CORNER OF HEREIN DESCRIBED PROPERTY; 
THENCE N 85° 45’ 10” E FOR A DISTANCE OF 130.00’ TO AN IRON 
REBAR FOUND WITH CAP STAMPED CAFFEY IN THE NORTH 
MARGIN OF SAID ROAD  BEING THE NORTHEAST CORNER OF 
HEREIN DESCRIBED PROPERTY; THENCE S4°14’ 50” E, FOR A 
DISTANCE OF 340.00’ TO AN IRON REBAR FOUND WITH CAP 
STAMPED CAFFEY IN THE NORTH MARGIN OF SAID ROAD, 
BEING THE SOUTHEAST CORNER OF HEREIN DESCRIBED 
PROPERTY; THENCE ALONG SAID MARGIN, S 85°45’ 10” W, 
FOR A DISTANCE OF 130.00’ TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING AND 
CONTAINING 1.01 ACRES, THIS ACCORDING TO A SURVEY BY 
SEC, INC. COMPLETED SEPTEMBER 17, 2021.

NOTE The Company is prohibited from insuring the area or 
quantity of the land. The Company does not represent that any 
acreage or footage calculations are correct. References to quantity 
are for identification purposes only.

Commonly known as: 2477 Unionville Deason Rd, Bell Buckle, 
TN 37020-4556

THE PROPERTY ADDRESS AND TAX PARCEL IDENTIFICATION 
NUMBER LISTED ARE PROVIDED SOLELY FOR INFORMATIONAL 
PURPOSES

Being the same property conveyed to Charles Leeper, unmarried, 
by deed dated March 14, 2022 of record in Deed Book 372, Page392 
Instrument/Case No. 22002405, in the County Clerk’s Office.

Parcel ID: 030-053.00-000
Commonly known as 2477 Unionville Deason Rd Bell Buckle, 

TN 37020
The street address and parcel number(s) of the above described 

property are believed to be correct; however, such references are not 
a part of the legal description of the property sold herein, and, in the 
event of any discrepancy, the legal description herein shall control

This sale is subject to tenant(s)/occupant(s) rights in possession.
This sale is subject to all matters shown on any applicable recorded 

plat; any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or 
setback lines that may be applicable; any statutory rights of redemption 
of any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior liens or 
encumbrances as well as any priority created by a fixture filing; and 
to any matter that an accurate survey of the premises might disclose. 
In addition, the following parties may claim an interest in the above-
referenced property: Charles Leeper.

Notice of Sale Published On-line at HTTPS://BetterChoiceNotices.
com

If the United States or the State of Tennessee have any liens or 
claimed lien(s) on the Property, and are named herein as interested 
parties, timely notice has been given to the applicable governmental 
entity, and the sale will be subject to any applicable rights of redemption 
held by the entity as required by 26 U.S.C. § 7425 and/or Tennessee 
Code § 67-1-1433.  

All right and equity of redemption, statutory and otherwise, 
homestead, and dower are expressly waived in said Deed of Trust, 
and the title is believed to be good; however, the undersigned will 
sell and convey only as Substitute Trustee. 

The transfer shall be AS IS, WHERE IS, AND WITH ALL FAULTS, 
and without warranties of any kind, express or implied, as to the 
condition of the Property and the improvements located thereon, 
including merchantability or fitness for particular purpose.  Trustee 
shall make no covenant of seisin or warranty of title, express or 
implied, and will sell and convey the subject real property by Substitute 
Trustee’s Deed only. 

The right is reserved to adjourn the day of the sale to another day, 
time, and place certain without further publication, upon announcement 
at the time and place for the sale set forth above. 

This property is being sold with the express reservation that the 
sale is subject to confirmation by the lender or trustee. This sale may 
be rescinded by the Substitute Trustee at any time. 

THIS OFFICE IS ACTING AS A DEBT COLLECTOR AND 
IS ATTEMPTING TO COLLECT A DEBT.  ANY INFORMATION 
OBTAINED WILL BE USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.

Clear Recon LLC
Substitute Trustee
651 East 4th Street Suite 200 
Chattanooga, Tennessee 37403
Phone: (877) 319-8840
File No: 1422-319A
Newspaper: Shelbyville Times Gazette
Publication Dates: 6/4/2026, 6/11/2026

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Estate of Donald Roy Moore, Deceased

Notice is hereby given that on May 18, of 2026 Letter of Admin-
istration in respect of the estate of Donald Ray Moore, who died 
04/25/2026, were issued to the undersigned by the Bedford Coun-
ty Chancery Court of Bedford County, Tennessee. All persons, 
resident and Non-resident, having claims, matured or unmatured, 
against the estate are required to file the same with the Clerk of 
the above-named Court on or before the earlier of the dates pre-
scribed in (1) or (2) otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1) (A) Four (4) months from the date of the first publication (or 
posting, as the case may be) of this notice if the creditor received 
an actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty (60) days 
before the date that is four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication (or posting); or

    (B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor received an 
actual copy of the notice to creditors if the creditor received the 
copy of the notice less than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is 
four (4) months from the date of the first publication (or posting) as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s date of death.
This the 21st day of May, 2026.
/s/ James Kevin Moore, Executor
/s/ Megan K. Trott, Rambo & Trott, Attorney
/s/ Curt M. Cobb, Clerk and Master/Deputy Clerk             (642tp)

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Estate of Arthur Cecil Sudberry, Deceased

Notice is hereby given that on March 30, of 2026 Letter of Ad-
ministration in respect of the estate of Arthur Cecil Sudberry, who 
died 02/03/2026, were issued to the undersigned by the Bedford 
County Chancery Court of Bedford County, Tennessee. All per-
sons, resident and Non-resident, having claims, matured or un-
matured, against the estate are required to file the same with the 
Clerk of the above-named Court on or before the earlier of the 
dates prescribed in (1) or (2) otherwise their claims will be forever 
barred:

(1) (A) Four (4) months from the date of the first publication (or 
posting, as the case may be) of this notice if the creditor received 
an actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty (60) days 
before the date that is four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication (or posting); or

    (B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor received an 
actual copy of the notice to creditors if the creditor received the 
copy of the notice less than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is 
four (4) months from the date of the first publication (or posting) as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s date of death.
This the 30th day of March, 2026.
/s/ Christy Sudberry Gliori, Administratrix
/s/ Trisha L Henegar, Attorney
/s/ Curt M. Cobb, Clerk and Master/Deputy Clerk             (6112tp)

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Estate of Findley Mahaffey, Deceased

Notice is hereby given that on June 05, of 2026 Letter of Ad-
ministration in respect of the estate of Findley Mahaffey, who died 
05/23/2026, were issued to the undersigned by the Bedford Coun-
ty Chancery Court of Bedford County, Tennessee. All persons, 
resident and Non-resident, having claims, matured or unmatured, 
against the estate are required to file the same with the Clerk of 
the above-named Court on or before the earlier of the dates pre-
scribed in (1) or (2) otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1) (A) Four (4) months from the date of the first publication (or 
posting, as the case may be) of this notice if the creditor received 
an actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty (60) days 
before the date that is four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication (or posting); or

    (B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor received an 
actual copy of the notice to creditors if the creditor received the 
copy of the notice less than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is 
four (4) months from the date of the first publication (or posting) as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s date of death.
This the 5th day of June, 2026.
/s/ Brent Walker, Executor
/s/ Thomas L. Reed, Jr., Attorney
/s/ Curt M. Cobb, Clerk and Master/Deputy Clerk             (6112tp)

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Estate of Michael Thomas Walls, Sr., Deceased

Notice is hereby given that on May 28, of 2026 Letter of Ad-
ministration in respect of the estate of Michael Thomas Walls, 
Sr., who died 03/27/2026, were issued to the undersigned by the 
Bedford County Chancery Court of Bedford County, Tennessee. 
All persons, resident and Non-resident, having claims, matured or 
unmatured, against the estate are required to file the same with 
the Clerk of the above-named Court on or before the earlier of the 
dates prescribed in (1) or (2) otherwise their claims will be forever 
barred:

(1) (A) Four (4) months from the date of the first publication (or 
posting, as the case may be) of this notice if the creditor received 
an actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty (60) days 
before the date that is four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication (or posting); or

    (B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor received an 
actual copy of the notice to creditors if the creditor received the 
copy of the notice less than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is 
four (4) months from the date of the first publication (or posting) as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s date of death.
This the 28th day of May, 2026.
/s/ Michael T. Walls, Administrator
/s/ W. Andrew Bobo, Bobo, Hunt & White, Attorney
/s/ Curt M. Cobb, Clerk and Master/Deputy Clerk             (6112tp)

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Estate of Peggy Youngblood, Deceased

Notice is hereby given that on May 29, of 2026 Letter of Admin-
istration in respect of the estate of Peggy Youngblood, who died 
03/30/2026, were issued to the undersigned by the Bedford Coun-
ty Chancery Court of Bedford County, Tennessee. All persons, 
resident and Non-resident, having claims, matured or unmatured, 
against the estate are required to file the same with the Clerk of 
the above-named Court on or before the earlier of the dates pre-
scribed in (1) or (2) otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1) (A) Four (4) months from the date of the first publication (or 
posting, as the case may be) of this notice if the creditor received 
an actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty (60) days 
before the date that is four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication (or posting); or

    (B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor received an 
actual copy of the notice to creditors if the creditor received the 
copy of the notice less than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is 
four (4) months from the date of the first publication (or posting) as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s date of death.
This the 29th day of May, 2026.
/s/ Randy Yarborough, Executor
/s/ Nicholas E.R. Simons & Savana Mezquiriz, Attorney
/s/ Curt M. Cobb, Clerk and Master/Deputy Clerk             (6112tp)

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Estate of Reathia Boyce, Deceased

Notice is hereby given that on June 02, of 2026 Letter of Ad-
ministration in respect of the estate of Reathia Boyce, who died 
05/14/2026, were issued to the undersigned by the Bedford Coun-
ty Chancery Court of Bedford County, Tennessee. All persons, 
resident and Non-resident, having claims, matured or unmatured, 
against the estate are required to file the same with the Clerk of 
the above-named Court on or before the earlier of the dates pre-
scribed in (1) or (2) otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1) (A) Four (4) months from the date of the first publication (or 
posting, as the case may be) of this notice if the creditor received 
an actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty (60) days 
before the date that is four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication (or posting); or

    (B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor received an 
actual copy of the notice to creditors if the creditor received the 
copy of the notice less than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is 
four (4) months from the date of the first publication (or posting) as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s date of death.
This the 2nd day of June, 2026.
/s/ Daniel Souviron, Executor
/s/ William D. Cartwright, Attorney
/s/ Curt M. Cobb, Clerk and Master/Deputy Clerk             (6112tp)

NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred in the performance of the 

covenants, terms, and conditions of a Deed of Trust Note dated 
May 5, 2023, and the Deed of Trust of even date securing the 
same, recorded May 5, 2023, in Book No. TD1084, at Page 933, 
in Office of the Register of Deeds for Bedford County, Tennessee, 
executed by Harrel Loyd Cude, III, conveying certain property therein 
described to Access Title and Escrow, Inc. as Trustee for Mortgage 
Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., as beneficiary, as nominee 
for Fairway Independent Mortgage Corporation, its successors and 
assigns; and the undersigned, Foundation Legal Group, LLP fka 
Wilson & Associates, P.L.L.C., having been appointed Successor 
Trustee by Lakeview Loan Servicing, LLC.

NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby given that the entire 
indebtedness has been declared due and payable; and that an agent 
of Foundation Legal Group, LLP fka Wilson & Associates, P.L.L.C., 
as Successor Trustee, by virtue of the power, duty, and authority 
vested in and imposed upon said Successor Trustee, by Lakeview 
Loan Servicing, LLC, will, on July 21, 2026 on or about 11:00 AM, 
at the Bedford County Courthouse 1 Public Square, Shelbyville, TN 
37160, offer for sale certain property hereinafter described to the 
highest bidder FOR certified funds paid at the conclusion of the sale, 
or credit bid from a bank or other lending entity pre-approved by 
the successor trustee. The sale is free from all redemptions, which 
are expressly waived in the Deed of Trust, said property being real 
estate situated in Bedford County, Tennessee, and being more 
particularly described as follows:

A certain tract or parcel of land lying and being in the 7th Civil 
District of Bedford County, Tennessee, being bounded and described 
as follows; Being all of Lot No. 140 of the McKeesport Subdivision, 
Phase 2, Section 1, as shown on plat of record in Plat Cabinet E, 
Envelope 325, Register’s Office of Bedford County, Tennessee, 
to which plat reference is hereby made for a more complete and 
accurate description. Subject to Matters as shown on plat of record 
in Plat Cabinet E, Envelope 325, Plat Cabinet B, Envelope 235, 
Plat Cabinet B, Envelope 263, Plat Cabinet B, Envelope 264, 
Plat Cabinet E, Envelope 212, Plat Cabinet B, Envelope 280, 
Plat Cabinet E, Envelope 22, Plat Cabinet E, Envelope 211, Plat 
Cabinet E, Envelope 276, Book 931, page 580, and Plat Cabinet 
E, Envelope 295-296; to Easements of record in Book 206, page 
942, Book 277, page 862, Book 278, page 224, Book 278, page 
227, and Book 335, page 71; and Restrictive Covenants of record 
in Book 293, page 104, Book 314, page 880, Book 279, page 681, 
Book 290, page 593, Book 337, page

971, Book 347, page 13, Book 337, page 981, Book 349, page 
278, and Book 353, page 11, Register’s Office of Bedford County, 
Tennessee.

ALSO KNOWN AS: 412 Tines Drive, Shelbyville, TN 37160
This sale is subject to all matters shown on any applicable 

recorded plat; any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, 
easements, or setback lines that may be applicable; any statutory 
rights of redemption of any governmental agency, state or federal; 
any prior liens or encumbrances as well as any priority created by 
a fixture filing; and to any matter that an accurate survey of the 
premises might disclose. In addition, the following parties may claim 
an interest in the above-referenced property:

HARREL LOYD CUDE, III
UNION STATION HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION 

DEPARTMENT OF LABOR & WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT
The sale held pursuant to this Notice may be rescinded at the 

Successor Trustee’s option at any time. The right is reserved to 
adjourn the day of the sale to another day, time, and place certain 
without further publication, upon announcement at the time and 
place for the sale set forth above. In the event of inclement weather, 
the trustee hereby announces that the sale will be postponed and 
that notices of said postponement for inclement weather will be 
mailed to interested parties of record. As of July 1, 2025, notices 
pursuant to Tennessee Code Annotated §35-5-101 et seq. are 
posted online at www.internetpostings.com by a third-party internet 
posting company. FLG No. 365132

DATED June 4, 2026
Foundation Legal Group, LLP fka WILSON & ASSOCIATES, 

P.L.L.C., Successor Trustee (6112tc)
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Golden Eagles Host Annual 
Youth Baseball Camp

S H E L B Y V I L L E 
Tenn. – Following a 
historic 2026 season, 
the Shelbyville Central 
Golden Eagles hosted 
their annual youth base-
ball camp on Tuesday 
and Wednesday. 120 
kids with ages ranging 
from five to 13 years old 
participated in the two-
day event. 

“These kids just love 
being out here and play-
ing,” Golden Eagles’ 
Head Coach Chase Jones 
said, “It’s good for our 
guys to see the enjoy-
ment in the kids, but also 
they’re the ones that are 
giving the instruction. 
They’re having to take 
the things that we teach 
them and turn around 
to teach the little ones, 
so it helps our guys as 
well. It’s just a fun week 
of camp.”

Last year, Jones said 
they had 100 kids par-

ticipate. This year, fol-
lowing a historic 31-11 
season that finished with 
the program’s first-ever 
state tournament berth, 
the Golden Eagles were 
able to add an additional 
20 participants for this 
year’s edition.

“It’s definitely excit-
ing,” said Jones, “Base-
ball is doing well in 
Bedford County. We 
have 120 kids here, a lot 
of these kids are Shel-
byville kids, some of 
them are Cascade, some 
others are Community. 
The hope is that with the 
excitement and work a 
lot of adults put into the 
Little League program 
and other things, that it 
will be beneficial to all 
Bedford County schools. 
You look around here, 
there are some kids at 
each age group that I 
look at and think that if 
they keep working they 
could be a good player.”

Jones has his play-
ers run the individual 
stations, teaching the 
younger children every-

thing from baserunning 
to fielding to hitting, as 
well as character lessons. 

 “These kids just love 
being out here and play-
ing. It’s good for our guys 

to see the enjoyment in 
the kids, but also they’re 
the ones that are giving 
the instruction. They’re 
having to take the things 
that we teach them and 

turn around to teach the 
little ones, so it helps our 
guys as well. It’s just a fun 
week of camp. It means 
a lot for our kids to run 
the stations. It kind of 

goes into the 12 for 12 
philosophy of passing it 
forward and handing it 
down to the next group. 
It’s awesome.”

BY NOAH MADDOX
noah@richardsonmedi-

agroup.net

Shelbyville Central Hosts 11th 
Annual Youth Tennis Camp

S H E L B Y V I L L E , 
Tenn. – Following an 
incredible 16-1 season 
that saw the Golden 
Eagles win the District 
6-AA Championship as 
a team, Shelbyville Cen-
tral hosted its 11th-an-
nual Youth Tennis Camp 
in partnership with the 
Shelbyville Recreation 
Center earlier this week.

The camp is typically 
for ages 5-12, but Shel-
byville Central Head 
Coach, Allison Smith, 
said that this year the 
youngest is two-and-a-
half years old. Smith also 
noted that they had 26 
campers this year learn-
ing the joy and benefits 
of the sport of tennis, up 
from 2025’s 22.

“Each year, we have re-
peat campers, and they 
bring friends,” Smith 

said, “It’s good for kids 
to have the opportunity 
to learn a sport that they 
can play for a lifetime. 
It’s good for our kids, the 
high schoolers, to be able 
to contribute in a way as 
well. Even though this is 
kind of a team when you 
get to Middle School and 
High School, it is still 
singles, and it’s on you 
to go out and perform. 
Teaching them about 
being able to learn how 
to play it – because it’s a 
mental game – there are 
so many life lessons in 
tennis that you can take 
away from it.”

Assisting in teaching 
the children are most 
members from the Shel-
byville Central tennis 
program, including Dis-
trict 6-AA Runner-Up, 
Lilly Smith, as well as 
members of the Golden 
Eagles team that fin-
ished 2026 as the Region 
3-AA Runners-Up.

“Our kids are great,” 

Smith said, “They pour 
into the campers. You 
can see sometimes 
that some haven’t been 
around younger kids, 
and it teaches them 

how to care for them or 
how to teach them to do 
something. Also, for the 
campers, they might not 
have an older sibling, 
and they’re taking away 

something positive when 
they come here. We try 
to have a lot of fun when 
we’re teaching them. 
Nobody should ever feel 
like they can’t accom-

plish something, even if 
it’s small.”

The camp lasted three 
days – Monday through 
Wednesday – and went 
from 8-10 each morning.

Shelbyville Central hosted its annual Youth Baseball Camp this week with 120 kids aged 5-13 in attendance.
Submitted Photo.

BY NOAH MADDOX
noah@richardsonmedi-

agroup.net

Shelbyville Central hosted its 11th annual Youth Tennis Camp at the Shelbyville Recreation Center with 26 campers in attendance. 
Submitted Photo

Justin Levine joins 
Blue Raider 
Basketball staff

MURFREESBORO 
Tenn. – Middle Tennes-
see men’s basketball has 
added Justin Levine to 
its staff for the upcoming 
2026-27 season, head 
coach Nick McDevitt an-
nounced Tuesday morn-
ing. Levine will join the 
program as an assistant 
coach after spending the 
last five years at UNC 
Asheville.

“I am super excit-
ed and grateful to join 
Coach McDevitt and his 
staff at this incredible 

institution,” said Levine. 
“I can’t wait to get to 
work with our players 
and pursue our goal of 
competing for champi-
onships.”

In 2025-26, he helped 
guide the Bulldogs to 
their seventh-consecu-
tive season with at least 
eight conference wins 
and a fourth-straight 
trip to the Big South 
semifinals, making UNC 
Asheville one of just 22 
programs nationally to 
accomplish that feat. 
During Levine’s time in 
Asheville, the Bulldogs 
captured a Big South 
regular season and tour-

nament championship, 
earned an NCAA Tour-
nament berth, and pro-
duced multiple 20-win 
seasons.

“I am really happy 
with the addition of Jus-
tin Levine to our basket-
ball staff and the Middle 
Tennessee community,” 
said McDevitt. “He has 
a great reputation for be-
ing a relentless recruiter, 
a hard worker and he 
has a skill for developing 
deep relationships.”

Prior to UNC-Ashe-
ville, Levine served as 
an assistant coach at 
Columbia and as a vid-
eo coordinator at VCU. 

Focusing primarily on 
offense, he played a large 
role in maintaining the 
offensive playbook for 
the Rams and created 
drills and workouts for 
positional groups with 
the Lions.

Levine worked with 
the Cornell men’s bas-
ketball program from 
2013-15 while pursuing 
his undergraduate de-
gree in business admin-
istration from Ithaca 
College. He then gradu-
ated with a Master of Ed-
ucation from the Center 
for Sport Leadership at 
VCU in 2017. 

MT ATHLETICS

Photo courtesy of MT ATHLETICS.
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S H E L B Y V I L L E 
Tenn. – The World Cup 
is one of the greatest 
sporting events that this 
world has to offer. A col-
lection of nations from 
around our great globe 
all gather together in 
one generalized location 
to celebrate not just the 
beautiful game of soc-
cer, but the differences 
and similarities that hu-
manity shares with one 
another. This is a time 
legends are made and re-
membered forever. 

During a moment in 
history where there is 
rampant division with-
in the United States, the 
23rd edition of the World 
Cup could either be com-
ing at the right time, or 
one of the worst. On one 
hand, there have been a 
number of issues with 
our own government 
wrongfully denying en-
try to legitimate refer-
ees, players, and fans in 
the leadup to the tourna-
ment. Most recently, on 
Monday, border police 
in Miami denied entry to 
the 2025 African Referee 
of the Year, Omar Artan, 
despite Artan allegedly 
possessing a travel visa. 

In another example, 
Iran, who is scheduled 
to play its group stage 
matches in the United 
States, has been told that 
it must fly in and out of 
the country on gamedays 
from Mexico. That is an 
extraordinary compet-
itive disadvantage, but 
unsurprisingly, FIFA has 
deferred to the Ameri-
can government instead 
of stepping in to do the 
right thing.

FIFA, the world gov-
erning body for the sport 
of soccer – or football as 
it’s called almost every-
where else in the world 
– has the power and 
authority to pressure a 
host nation into cooper-
ating with its expressed 

ideology of “fair play”. 
In extreme examples, 
FIFA has shown that 
they have the power to 
strip a nation from host-
ing an event altogether. 
In 2023, FIFA revoked 
Indonesia’s host status 
for the U-20 World Cup 
after the country ex-
pressed opposition to 
Israel’s participation in 
the tournament. Wheth-
er the reader agrees with 
Indonesia or not is a sep-
arate issue, but what did 
happen as a result is that 
FIFA moved the tourna-
ment to Argentina in-
stead, much to the dis-
may of the Indonesian 
people.

To make one thing 
clear, no one is advocat-
ing for the right to host 
being stripped away 
from the United States 
(Mexico and Canada are 
also hosting, but 60 of 
the 44 total matches are 
being held in the United 
States, including every 
match in the knockout 
stages from the quar-
terfinals onwards). 
Rather, what most are 
advocating for is either 
the American govern-
ment act like a good-na-
tured host, or for FIFA 
to step in and pressure 
our government to do 
so. Instead, the leaders 
of the United States are 
attempting to make it as 
difficult as possible for 
a select group of unsus-
pecting visiting coun-
tries and fans. Unfor-
tunately, as we’ve seen 
throughout history, pol-
itics are never separate 
from sports.

On the other hand, the 
build-up to this tourna-
ment has brought out 
the best in each citizen, 
especially in cities and 
towns that are hosting 
various teams. In Law-
rence, Kansas, home of 
the University of Kansas, 
the locals have welcomed 
Algeria with open arms, 
with some even going as 
far as committing to root 
for the Algerians in the 

tournament (Algeria is 
in a separate group from 
the United States). 

As for the actual soc-
cer, the 2026 edition 
is following up a 2022 
World Cup that was one 
of the best and most 
exhilarating in recent 
memory, culminating in 
a legendary World Cup 
Final. This year’s tour-
nament has a high bar 
to clear, but with more 
teams – 48 instead of 
the standard 32 – there 
is now an extra knockout 
round teams must work 
through. It all begins 
on Thursday night with 
Mexico hosting South 
Africa at 2:00 p.m. fol-
lowed by the Czech Re-
public taking on South 
Korea at 9:00 p.m.. Both 
games are in Group A. 
All games can be seen on 
Fox, Fox Sports, or Pea-
cock if you prefer span-
ish commentary.

The United States 
open the tournament 

with a matchup against 
Paraguay at 8:00 p.m. in 
Los Angeles to kick-start 
Group D on Friday, fol-
lowing Canada’s match 
against Bosnia and Her-
zegovina at 2:00 p.m. 
earlier in the day in To-
ronto to open Group B.

The betting favorites 
are France, Spain, Bra-
zil, Portugal, and Argen-
tina, not in that order, 
but there are other na-
tions with the capabil-
ities of making a deep 
run. Morocco, who fin-
ished in fourth place af-
ter making the country’s 
first-ever World Cup 
semifinal in 2022, has 
returned while four-time 
champion Italy missed 
out on its second-con-
secutive World Cup af-
ter failing to qualify last 
year.

What group stage 
games should you be on 
the lookout for over the 
next week? Obviously, 
the aforementioned host 

countries tournament 
openers, but past that, 
Brazil vs Morocco in 
New Jersey on Saturday 
at 5:00 p.m. in Group C 
is one of the best games 
of the entire first week. 
Brazil has won the World 
Cup more than any oth-
er nation – five times – 
while Morocco is coming 
off of their aforemen-
tioned highest-ever fin-
ish in Qatar 2022 as well 
as having won the Africa 
Cup of Nations in Janu-
ary earlier this year.

While most would 
advocate for catching 
every single match of 
the tournament, that 
isn’t feasible for every-
one. However, on Tues-
day, France, who have 
reached back-to-back 
World Cup Finals, opens 
its tournament against 
Senegal in Group I at 
2:00 p.m. in New Jer-
sey. Senegal is a strong 
side themselves, coming 
off a second-place finish 

in the Africa Cup of Na-
tions against Morocco in 
January. 

At 8:00 p.m. on Tues-
day night, reigning 
World Champions Ar-
gentina and Lionel Messi 
open their 2026 tour-
nament with a matchup 
against Algeria in Kan-
sas City. On Wednesday, 
England opens with Cro-
atia – who finished third 
in 2022 and second in 
2018 – at 3:00 p.m. in 
Arlington, Texas.

Next Thursday is when 
the second set of group 
stage matches begin, so 
you get exactly one full 
week of exhilarating 
World Cup openers. Try 
to watch every game if 
you can, but make sure 
you are seated for the 
games mentioned above. 
They should be wonder-
ful openers to what has 
the potential to be a spe-
cial World Cup.

Lionel Messi (10, center) holds up the World Cup trophy after winning it for the first time in 2022. Argentina is looking to defend its 
title in the United States for the 2026 edition with the tournament kicking off on Thursday afternoon. 

Photo courtesy of Getty Images - Jabin Botsford

Rejoice, For the Biggest 
World Cup is Finally Here

BY NOAH MADDOX
noah@richardsonmedi-

agroup.net

Middle Tennessee 
Soccer releases 
2026 schedule

MURFREESBORO 
Tenn. – Middle Ten-
nessee Soccer and head 
coach Aston Rhoden 
have announced the pro-
gram’s 2026 schedule, 
featuring 17 regular-sea-
son matches with nine 
home contests at Dean 
A. Hayes Track & Soccer 
Stadium and an exciting 
Conference USA slate.

The Blue Raiders will 
open the fall with a pair 
of exhibition matches, 
hosting Southern Miss 
on August 6 after the 
annual Blue vs. White 
scrimmage on Aug. 1.

Middle Tennessee be-
gins regular-season play 
Aug. 13 at Dean Hayes 
Stadium against Troy 
before embarking on a 
three-match road swing 
against Southern Indi-
ana (Aug. 16), UT Mar-
tin (Aug. 20) and West 
Georgia (Aug. 23).

The Blue Raiders re-
turn home to close out 
August with matches 

against Miami (Ohio) on 
Aug. 27 and Lipscomb on 
Aug. 30.

September features 
two home contests, be-
ginning with Purdue on 
Sept. 3 and Evansville 
on Sept. 10. Road match-
es at Alabama A&M 
(Sept. 6), Tennessee Tech 
(Sept. 13) and Jackson 
State (Sept. 20) round 
out non-conference play 
before Conference USA 
action begins.

Middle Tennessee 
opens league play on the 
road at Jax State on Sept. 
27 before welcoming 
Liberty to Murfreesboro 
on October 1 and Sam 
Houston on Oct. 4.

The Blue Raiders con-
tinue conference compe-

tition with road trips to 
Missouri State (Oct. 11), 
Delaware (Oct. 18) and 
Kennesaw State (Oct. 
25), while hosting New 
Mexico State on Oct. 22.

The regular season 
concludes at home as 
Middle Tennessee hosts 
WKU on November 1 at 
Dean A. Hayes Stadium.

The Conference USA 
Championship is sched-
uled for Nov. 8-13 at Del-
aware, where the Blue 
Raiders will look to se-
cure a conference title.

All home matches will 
be played at Dean A. 
Hayes Track & Soccer 
Stadium. Promotional 
information will be an-
nounced closer to the 
start of the season. 

MT ATHLETICS

MTSU Men’s 
Basketball to go head-
to-head with Auburn 
in Rocket City Classic

H U N T S V I L L E 
Tenn. – Middle Tennes-
see men’s basketball will 
take part in the Rock-
et City Classic this De-
cember, the second an-
nounced non-conference 
game for the 2026-27 
season. The Blue Raiders 
are set to face off against 
Auburn at the Propst 
Arena in Huntsville, Ala. 
on December 15.

The appearance will 
mark a preview for the 
Conference USA Cham-
pionships for Middle 
Tennessee, which take 
place in the same arena. 
2026 marks the fourth 
edition of the Rocket 
City Classic presented 
by Akima, featuring two 
sellouts in the first three 
years since being re-
launched.

“It’s an honor for our 
team to play in this year’s 
Rocket City Classic,” said 
head coach Nick McDe-
vitt. “We know that our 
season comes down to 

winning three games 
here in March and play-
ing an outstanding Au-
burn team gives us great 
preparation for chasing 
the Conference USA ti-
tle.”

This will be the first 
time that the teams 
have faced off against 
each other under Coach 
McDevitt, though they 
have met before. Auburn 
leads the all-time series 
against the Blue Raid-
ers 4-1, taking the last 
matchup in Birming-
ham, Ala. in the 2017-18 
season.

The Tigers were select-
ed to the NIT field a year 
ago during head coach 
Steve Pearl’s first season 
at the helm, winning the 
tournament and finish-
ing with a 22-16 record. 
They ranked 37th in the 
NET rankings and were 
receiving votes in the fi-
nal AP Top 25 poll of the 
2025-26 season.

The remaining compe-
titions in the non-con-
ference schedule, as well 
as times for the match 
ups, will be announced 
at a later date.

MT ATHLETICS

Photo courtesy of MT ATHLETICS.
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CHURCH ACTIVITIES
SHELBYVILLE FUMC WORSHIP

Shelbyville First United Methodist Church will host 
its annual Hymn Sing this Sunday. “The music itself 
will be our sermon as we call out and sing some of our 
favorite hymns throughout the service,” said Pastor 
Abe Zimmerman.

Sunday School for all ages begins at 9 am., followed 
by the worship service at 10 a.m. Nursery and 
Children's Church are available during worship. 
For those unable to attend in person, FUMC-S 
offers a livestream on Facebook and YouTube and 
a broadcast on WLIJ 98.7 FM and AM 1580.
ERIC GENUIS 
RETURNS FOR CONCERT

Pianist and composer Eric Genuis will return 
for a free concert on Friday, July 17, at First United 
Methodist Church on the square. He will be accompanied by his 
ensemble.

THE ARTS

BEDFORD BRIEFS
COUNTY MEETINGS

Bedford County Financial Management Committee 
will hold a Budget Work/Study Session on Tuesday, June 
23, immediately following the regular Finance Committee 
Meeting at 4:15 p.m., in the Bedford County Business 
Complex located at 200 Dover Street, Suite 110.

A Special Called Meeting of the Bedford County Financial Management 
Committee will be held on Tuesday, June 30, at 6:30 p.m., at the Bedford County 
Historic Courthouse, 2nd Floor Courtroom.

A Special Called Meeting of the Bedford County Board of Commissioners will 
be held on Tuesday, June 30, at 7:00 p.m. in the 2nd floor courtroom of the Historic 
Courthouse. This meeting is for year-end budget amendments, 2026-27 budgets and 
related items.
HISTORICAL SOCIETY PROGRAM

Bedford County Historical Society will meet at the First United Methodist Church 
Fellowship Hall at 6:30 p.m. June 15, for its summer quarter meeting.  A pot luck 
supper will kick off the festivities, followed by a short business meeting. Lincoln 
Countian Colin Wakefield will present the program, “Joseph Greer, The Messenger 
of King’s Mountain.”

An active history buff, Wakefield served as state president of the TN Society of 
the War of 1812, and currently serves as district deputy president general of the Ohio 
Valley Central District for the group. Contact Al Simmons at 680-6313 for further 
information.
FLAG RETIREMENT CEREMONY

Scouting America, Elk River District, will hold a flag retirement service project, 
on Monday, June 15, at 5 p.m., at Camp Arrowhead. Uniform: Class A. Bring flags 
to retire. Adults willing to supervise are appreciated. Younger Scouts will be taught 
to fold and prepare flags. The flags should not be toxic to burn. Retirement is in 
accordance with the U.S. Flag Code.

TOBACCO, BEEF AND MORE FIELD DAY SCHEDULED FOR JUNE 25
Tobacco and beef producers as well as home gardening enthusiasts are invited to 

an educational event at the University of Tennessee Highland Rim AgResearch and 
Education Center, Springfield. The center will host its annual Tobacco, Beef and 
More Field Day on Thursday, June 25. The event features a trade show as well as 
opportunities for tobacco farmers, beef and forage producers and home gardeners to 
learn about the latest research-based production recommendations. Attendees will be 
able to choose from three tours during the event, each with a certain theme. The trade 
show is open all morning for anyone interested in learning about general production 
and livestock agriculture. A complimentary lunch will follow the conclusion of the 
tours at approximately noon.

This event is free and open to the public. Registration begins at 8 a.m. CDT at 
the assembly area at 3406 Oakland Road in Springfield, Tennessee. The tours run 
concurrently with the first tours departing at 9:30 a.m.

The City of Shelbyville, Tennessee, hereby provides certain financial information for the Fiscal Year 2027 
budget in accordance with the requirements of Tennessee Code Annotated Title 6, Chapter 56, Section 

206. There will be a public hearing concerning the budget in Council Chambers at the Planning, Building 
and Codes Building located at 100 N. Cannon Blvd., on Tuesday, June 30th, 2026, at 5:00 p.m.

Bedford County 
Sheriff ’s Office staff 
recently participat-
ed in a local autism 
awareness training 
that was open to the 
press. The training 
was led by Copeland’s 
Way.

The aim was to as-
sist law enforcement in 
better understanding 
and interacting with 
people on the autism 
spectrum.

About 1 in 5 young 

adults with autism will 
interact with a police 
officer before age 21. 
Too often in these in-
teractions, police mis-
read autistic behaviors 
as evasive or unco-
operative, leading to 
improper use of force, 
physical and emotion-
al trauma, and tragic 
death, according to 
Copeland’s Way. 

The recent training 
– in the middle of Au-
tism Awareness month 

– was designed to give 
Bedford County staff 
practical tools to rec-
ognize those situations 
earlier, communicate 
more effectively and 
help keep residents, 
families and officers 
safe.

Copeland’s Way is a 
501c3 nonprofit orga-
nization founded by a 
dedicated husband and 
wife team, both born, 
raised and educated in 
Springfield, MA. 

Local law enforcement participates 
in autism awareness training
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Healthy everyday recipes for Real Life: 
Nutritious, energy-boosting, egg-inspired breakfasts that save time
Feature Impact 

When planning meals, 
particularly breakfasts, 
there are a few critical 
factors many families 
consider: taste, simplic-
ity and nutrition. Eating 
healthier doesn’t have 
to be complicated or out 
of reach. With the right 
inspiration, healthy food 
can be delicious, nutri-
tious and convenient.

By choosing ingredi-
ents like eggs, which are 
easy to use and versatile, 
you can make healthy liv-
ing fit into your life at the 
breakfast table as part 
of a balanced diet. For 
example, these egg-in-
spired recipes are part 
of the American Heart 
Association’s Healthy for 
Good Eat Smart initia-
tive, nationally support-
ed by Eggland’s Best.

In addition to the so-
cial and emotional ben-
efits of dining together, 
shared family meals can 
help promote healthi-
er choices at the table. 
Backed by expert nutri-
tion guidance, recipes 
such as Turkey Bacon 
and Spinach Quiche with 
Sweet Potato Crust are 
wholesome, flavorful 
and fast, perfect for busy 
weekdays or anytime you 
need a nutritious boost. 
The sweet potato crust 
offers a better-for-you 
twist on ready-made or 
traditional crusts made 

with butter, and it can 
be served with slices of 
honeydew or berries for 
an added touch of sweet-
ness.

For a protein-rich 
dish any day of the week, 
Broccoli and Cheese 
Egg White Scramble on 
Whole-Wheat English 
Muffins can help you 
solve the morning rush. 
Or for a true timesaver, 
these Egg “Muffin” Cups 
with Turkey Sausage 
and Mushrooms can be 
made over the weekend 
and frozen or refrigerat-
ed for quick, go-to meals 
throughout the week.

Remember, healthy 
eating isn’t just about 
one food – it’s about a 
combination of whole-
some ingredients to make 
well-rounded meals. For 
example, eggs can be in-
cluded as part of a heart-
healthy diet that empha-
sizes vegetables, fruits, 
beans, nuts and seeds, 
whole grains, lean protein 
and fish, according to the 
American Heart Associ-
ation. Eating eggs along-
side foods high in satu-
rated fat – like bacon – is 
different than eggs eaten 
with steamed veggies, 
whole grains or a side of 
fruit.

To find more healthy 
eating tips and recipes 
that help you eat smart, 
move more and live 
healthier, visit Heart.org.

Turkey Bacon 
and Spinach 
Quiche with 
Sweet Potato 
Crust

Recipe courtesy of the 
American Heart Association 
with support from Eggland’s 
Best

Servings: 5
• Nonstick cooking spray
• 1 medium sweet potato, 

peeled
• 1 teaspoon canola or corn 

oil
• 1 medium yellow onion, 

diced
• 6 slices uncured, nitrate-

free turkey bacon, thinly 
sliced

• 10 ounces frozen chopped 
spinach, thawed

• 3/4 teaspoon dried 
dillweed, crumbled

• 1/4 teaspoon salt
• 1/4 teaspoon freshly 

ground pepper
• 4 large egg whites
• 2 large eggs
• 1/4 cup fat-free milk
• 1 1/2 tablespoons fat-free 

feta cheese

1. Preheat oven to 400 F. 
Lightly spray 9-inch pie 
pan with nonstick cooking 
spray.

2. In medium bowl, using box 
grater, grate sweet potato. 
Measure out 2 cups. 
Gently press sweet potato 
on bottom and up sides of 
pan, forming crust. Sweet 
potato will be loose but 
will hold together once 
cooked.

3. Bake 20 minutes, or until 
crust is cooked. Remove 
from oven. Let stand 
to cool. Reduce oven 
temperature to 350 F.

4. In medium skillet, heat oil 
over medium-high heat, 
swirling to coat bottom. 
Cook onion 6 minutes, or 
until almost translucent, 
stirring frequently. Add 
turkey bacon. Cook 3-4 
minutes, or until onion 
and bacon begin to brown, 
stirring frequently. Add 
spinach, dillweed, salt and 
pepper. Cook 1-2 minutes, 
or until water from spinach 
is released. Remove from 
heat. Transfer mixture into 
sweet potato crust.

5. In medium bowl, whisk 
egg whites, eggs and 
milk. Pour over mixture 
in crust. Sprinkle feta over 
top.

6. Bake 35-40 minutes, or 
until knife inserted into 
center comes out clean. 
Transfer to cooling rack. 
Let cool 10 minutes before 
cutting into wedges.

Egg “Muffin” 
Cups with 
Turkey 
Sausage and 
Mushrooms

Recipe courtesy of the 
American Heart Association 
with support from Eggland’s 
Best

Servings: 6
• 1/2 tablespoon canola or 

corn oil
• 1 yellow onion, finely 

chopped
• 1 package (8 ounces) 

sliced white mushrooms
• 1 package (6.4 ounces) 

frozen, cooked, nitrate-
free turkey sausage links, 
thawed

• 7 large eggs
• 1/4 cup fat-free milk
• 1/4 teaspoon pepper
• 1 cup shredded fat-free 

cheddar cheese
1. Preheat oven to 350 F. 

Lightly spray 12-cup 
muffin pan with nonstick 
cooking spray.

2. In medium nonstick pan, 
heat oil over medium-
high heat. Cook onions 
and mushrooms 10 
minutes, or until soft, 
stirring occasionally.

3. Warm turkey sausage 
according to package 
directions. Chop turkey 
into bite-size pieces. Stir 
into onion mixture until 
well blended. Spoon into 
muffin cups.

4. In small bowl, whisk eggs, 
milk and pepper. Pour 
egg mixture into muffin 
cups. Top with cheddar 
cheese.

5. Bake 25 minutes, or until 
eggs are set. Remove 
from oven. Let cool 
slightly. To easily remove 
muffins from pan, run 
knife around edges of 
each muffin.

Bridge Bedford seeks community 
vision and initiatives in Shelbyville
Wednesday morning coffee productive with local input

By Dawn Hankins

Shelbyville 2075: 
Legacy in Motion Re-
veal was held Wednes-
day morning over coffee 
at Grindstone Cowboy. 
This event was spon-
sored by Bridge Bedford.

Legacy in Motion is 
a 50-year community 
blueprint for Shelbyville, 
aiming to guide growth, 
quality of life, and con-
nection. 

Over the past year, 
community surveys, 
stakeholder discussions, 
research, and plan-
ning efforts have helped 
shape a long-term vision 
for Shelbyville and Bed-
ford County, according 
to Bridge Bedford repre-
sentatives.

Wednesday morning 
was planned to share key 
findings, priorities, and 
opportunities identified 
through that process, as 
well as next steps for im-
plementation.

Representatives from 
Cooper Steel, City and 
County leadership, me-
dia, Chamber repre-
sentatives, educators, 
business leaders, and 
community partners 
were among those in at-
tendance.

One big announce-

T-G Photos by Marilyn Ewing

ment made was that 
“Walking in a Winter 
Wonderland” will be held 
Nov. 21-Jan. 2 at Cooper 
Steel Arena. This will be 
a walk through Christ-
mas light adventure.

Bridge Bedford is a 
nonprofit public chari-
ty based in Shelbyville, 
Bedford County, Ten-
nessee, dedicated to 
strengthening quality of 
life, beautifying public 
spaces, and expanding 
educational opportuni-
ties for residents. It was 
founded to bridge the 
gap between community 
needs and the resources 
required to meet them, 
fostering a connected, 
family-centered commu-
nity.

Bridge Bedford’s mis-
sion is to connect people, 
places, and possibilities 
through family-centered 
projects, community 
beautification, and edu-
cational programs. Their 
vision is a Bedford Coun-
ty where:

• Families feel con-
nected and supported.

• Students take pride 
in their community and 
feel empowered to lead.

• Public spaces inspire 
creativity and belonging.

• Both heritage and 
innovation are honored 
Key Initiatives in-
clude:

• Connected Com-
munity 5K: An annual 
event that raises funds 
for teacher grants and 

educational opportuni-
ties in Bedford County 
Schools. The 2025 race 
drew over 1,100 partic-
ipants, with proceeds 
supporting student pro-
grams.

• Placemaking 
Projects: Transforming 
underutilized or neglect-
ed public spaces into vi-
brant community hubs. 
For example, a $50,000 
T-Mobile Hometown 
Grant funded the revi-
talization of an outdoor 
area connected to The 
Center for Family De-
velopment, now used for 
events like Winter Won-
derland and art exhibits .

• Legacy in Motion: 
A 50-year community 
blueprint for Shelbyville, 
aiming to guide growth, 
quality of life, and con-
nection 

• Community Im-
pact

Bridge Bedford works 
to align industry invest-
ment with education, 
“placemaking,” and fam-
ily-centered initiatives, 
ensuring that local busi-
nesses and residents can 
invest in the future to-
gether. 

In short, Bridge Bed-
ford is turning shared 
vision into tangible, last-
ing, improvements for 
residents.

See more in future 
editions of the T-G and 
at t-g.com.
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Diane Neeley announces candidacy for 
reelection to Bedford County Commission

Diane Neeley has announced her 
candidacy for reelection to the Bedford 
County Commission, representing 
District 4.

Neeley has dedicated nearly 24 years 
to public service, first as a Bedford 
County School Board member and, for 
the past 4 years, as a County Commis-
sioner. Throughout her service, she has 
remained committed to representing 
her district with transparency, integri-
ty, and accessibility.

Her dedication is demonstrated 
through her consistent attendance at 
Commission, committee, and finance 
meetings, as well as wastewater, senior 
tax freeze, and other special-called ses-
sions. Neeley currently serves on the 
Courthouse and Property Committee.

Neeley believes her strength as a 
County public servant is that she in-
vests significant time studying and 
researching issues before making de-
cisions.

If reelected, the Commissioner 
pledges to continue listening to her 

constituents and voting according to 
the wishes of the majority. She believes 
the role of commissioner is not one of 
leadership, but of representation and 
serving as the voice of the people of 
District 4.

“I will continue striving to find 
practical ways to manage growth, im-
prove infrastructure, and responsibly 
oversee county resources through ap-
propriate checks and balances while 
focusing on needs versus wants,” Nee-
ley said. “I will continue seeking op-
portunities to ensure the citizens of 
our county receive the services they 
need and deserve.”

She believes her experience in the 
private sector, combined with years on 
the school board and the past 4 years as 
a commissioner, has given her a strong 
understanding of the County budget 
and the responsibility that comes with 
managing taxpayer dollars.

“If reelected, I will remain accessi-
ble to my constituents. Every conver-
sation provides insight into how deci-

sions affect people's lives and helps me 
understand issues from different per-
spectives.”

“I am committed to the people of 
District 4 and Bedford County and will 
work tirelessly to provide the best ser-
vices possible. I will not make a deci-
sion without thoroughly studying the 
issue and understanding its potential 
impact. During this period of contin-
ued growth and economic challenges, 
I believe my experience will be a valu-
able asset as we move forward togeth-
er.”

She adds, “I want to continue build-
ing trust with my constituents through 
transparency, accountability, and open 
communication. It has been an hon-
or and privilege to serve the people of 
District 4 as their commissioner, and 
I would be grateful for the opportuni-
ty to continue serving our community. 
I respectfully ask for your vote in the 
August 6 General Election.”

A Bedford County native, Neeley 
has lived in the Wheel community for 

PUBLIC NOTICE
FOR ELDERLY VOTERS OR VOTERS WITH DISABILITIES

Any elderly voter or a voter with a disability whose polling place is inac-
cessible may vote early, by absentee ballot or at the election commission 
office on Election Day.

If the voter chooses to vote at the Election Commission Office on Elec-
tion Day, they must complete an affidavit at the Election Commission Of-
fice not later than July 27, 2026, stating that their designated voting loca-
tion does not comply with the provisions of Public Law 98-435 of the 98th 
Congress.

As an alternative to voting at the election commission office on Election 
Day, the voter may vote by absentee ballot or during the early voting peri-
od (July 17, 2026, through August 1, 2026).

To vote an absentee ballot by-mail, the voter must make the request in 
writing and include their name (as registered), date of birth, social securi-
ty number, residence address (911 address), mailing address (if different 
from residence address), the election(s) they wish to vote in, the reason 
they are requesting to vote an absentee ballot and their signature. The 
written request must be received not later than July 27, 2026. Requests 
must be mailed, hand delivered, or emailed to the Bedford County Election 
Commission, 100 Public Sq West, Basement, Shelbyville, TN 37160. If you 
are voting during the Early Voting period, remember to bring acceptable 
photo identification with you. Forms of acceptable identification include a 
federal or Tennessee state government issued photo identification.

BEDFORD COUNTY ELECTION COMMISSION
100 Public Square West, Basement

Shelbyville, TN 37160
Ph 931-684-0531

Office Hours 8:00 until 4:00 Monday - Friday

Thank you, Billy and Sharon!
T-G Photos by Marilyn Ewing

From Mother’s Day gifts to earrings for the wedding, Lowery Jewelers has al-
ways been Shelbyville's mainstay. The staff has always been praised. T-G thanks 
owners Billy and Sharon Lowery for being such good advertisers. We wish them 
the very best in their retirement. A big going out of business sale was held last 
Friday. Lots of memories have been made at 768 North Main.

Celebrating Flag Day, June 14 
Ms. Menza’s Day Care kids learn patriotism

As Flag Day ap-
proaches on Sunday, 
June 14, children at Ms. 
Menza’s Day Care re-
ceived an early introduc-
tion to the history and 
meaning of the Ameri-
can flag, thanks to a vis-
it from Carole Woods, a 
Life Member of the VFW 
Auxiliary in Tullahoma.   

Seated together on the 
floor, the children lis-
tened as Woods shared 
The American Flag, An 
American Symbol by 
Alison and Stephen El-
dridge, opening the door 
to a lesson in patriotism 

designed especially for 
young learners.

Before the story be-
gan, each child was giv-
en a small flag and invit-
ed to identify its parts.  
With Woods’ guidance, 
they pointed out the 
stripes and talked about 
simple but important 
words such as “America”, 
“stripes”, and “symbol”, 
building understanding 
before turning the pages 
of the book.

After the reading, 
the lesson came to life 
through art.  Each child 
received a paper flag with 

Diane Neeley

more than 40 years. She and her hus-
band, Kim, raised their family there 
and are active members of Mt. Leb-
anon Methodist Church. Neeley says 
they are grateful to live on their fam-
ily farm alongside their children and 
grandchildren. 

“I remain deeply committed to the 
community we call home.”

recognizing their con-
tinued patriotic support, 
and a Patriotic Youth 
Award Certificate was 

presented to Ms. Men-
za’s Amazing Class rec-
ognizing their patriotic 
actions and deeds.
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a blank space where the 
stars would normally ap-
pear.  Dipping a left hand 

into blue finger paint, the 
children pressed their 
handprints into the cor-
ner of the page, creating 
a personal version of 
the American flag.  The 
simple project gave each 
child a keepsake to take 
home – and a story to 
share with family about 
what the flag represents.

At the conclusion, a 
Certificate of Appreci-
ation was presented to 
Ms. Menza’s Day Care 
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