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Corbin Riley to 
compete at 
CrossFit Games

The 15-year-old qualified 
to compete July 24-26 in San 
Jose, California.

See Page 9A
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‘Battle of Bedford’
The Cascade Lady Cham-

pions complete ‘Battle of Bed-
ford’ regular season sweep 
against Viqueens.

See Page 10A

The Fly Art Center
The Fly will be holding many 

art classes from Sept. 27 until the 
end of October. A class for all skill 
levels will be available.

See Page 8A

BC student numbers drop but school board members not panicking
Other models of learning, homeschooling, seem to be contributing

Some able-bodied adults on 
SNAP may get the fiscal axe
New federal law updates 
SNAP work requirements 

County financials good
Positive numbers and lots of grants

Criminal Justice-still a chosen career path for many
The young to recovered are finding work in the field

By Dawn Hankins

Bedford County School 
System is down 240 students 
compared to this time last 
year, due in part apparently to 
several kids enrolling in other 
models of education like ho-
meschooling.

Terise Rhodes, school sys-
tem attendance supervisor, 
gave a report during Thurs-
day’s school board meeting 
about the number of students 
fleeing the public school sys-
tem to study in private or ho-
meschool education groups. 

The meeting was held in 
Liberty’s gym on the heels 
of the ribbon cutting for the 
school’s new educational ad-
dition. Several public officials, 
students and parents attended 

the event.
School Board Chair Mi-

chael Cook said from what 
he’s learned from some recent 
meetings, Bedford County 
isn’t in as crucial state as some 
counties when it comes to loss 
of students fleeing toward ho-
meschooling. 

Rhodes said some systems 
are experiencing a 20% drop 
in student population due to 
homeschools.

Cook said Bedford’s low 
percentage is a testament to 
the BC teachers, administra-
tors and staff and the great job 
they do every day.

Rhodes said the number of 
applications for homeschool or 
private school has increased 
by several hundred since last 
year. She continues to receive 

By Dawn Hankins

From grants to state sever-
ance tax dollars, the County 
is moving along with funding 
for several projects, County 
financial management reports 
indicated Tuesday.

As many people have re-
quested, the state mineral sev-
erance tax is now bringing a 
few extra dollars into County 
coffers.

In Tennessee, mineral sev-
erance tax is levied by coun-
ties on minerals severed from 
the ground. The tax rates are 
as follows:

For tax periods beginning 
prior to July 1, 2025: 15 cents 
per ton.

For tax periods beginning 
on or after July 1, 2025, and 
prior to July 1, 2030: 20 cents 
per ton.

For tax periods beginning 
on or after July 1, 2030, and 
prior to July 1, 2035: 25 cents 
per ton.

For tax periods beginning 
on or after July 1, 2035: 30 
cents per ton. 

One hundred percent of the 
revenue from this tax must be 
deposited into the county road 
fund and used for county road 
purposes. 

Bedford County, like Knox 
County, is opting for a higher 
mineral severance tax at 20 
cents per ton. Mark Clanton, 
road superintendent, made 

By Dawn Hankins
dawn@richardsonmediagroup.net

Facebook posts and other 
press releases talk about the 
jobs of the future being cyber-
netics and AI. Still, it’s pretty 
certain that some local folks 
still have lots of interest in the 
field of criminal justice.

Criminal Justice-II stu-
dents at Community High 
School recently competed in 
a local C.T.E. competition-one 
focused on conducting traffic 
stops. 

Students competed in mock 
traffic stops where they were 
required to correctly commu-
nicate radio traffic while si-
multaneously processing and 
administering correct proto-
col and procedures. 

The CJO students also 
learned how to maintain of-
ficer safety with the finished 
product resulting in a warn-
ing, citation and/or arrest.

While some might think 
a person arrested 39 times 
couldn’t even go into criminal 
justice-think again! Amy Mer-
lo, one of the first MRT grad-
uates at the local jail, recently 
talked a bit more about her 
new life and career.

Merlo, known as an MRT 
charter member these days, 
said this week that she’s cur-
rently in Jackson State Com-
munity College-a new venture 
she began in Sept of 2024. 
She’s studying criminal justice 
and says she “loves” every-
thing that she’s learning. 

She works at West Tennes-
see Healthcare as a recovery 
navigator and at Scarlet Rope 
part-time as a PRN. 

Terise Rhodes, attendance supervisor for Bedford County Schools, addressed the school board 
last Thursday about a student population decrease and homeschool and private school numbers.

PRETTY FALL SKY, LOTS OF RAIN
T-G Photo by Dawn Hankins

Fall officially began this week with a lot of rain in the area. 
But in between the storms, life is beautiful in the evening skies. 
Another 1–2+ inches of rain is possible through Thursday, ac-
cording to weather forecasts.

A NIGHT FOR 
PATRIOTS TO CELEBRATE!

BC Schools Communications Photo
Liberty School held its ribbon cutting last Thursday evening 

for its new addition. Several parents and students attended to 
mark the historic occasion. See more photos and a comment 
from the principal on page 2.

NASHVILLE – Tennessee 
Department of Human Ser-
vices (TDHS) announced Mon-
day updates to Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP) work requirements for 
Able-Bodied Adults Without 
Dependents (ABAWDs) fol-
lowing the passage of HR 1 in 
July 2025.

Upon implementation, 
the work requirements 
for the SNAP Able-Bodied 
Adults Without Dependents 
(ABAWDs) will require cus-
tomers to follow certain work 
rules to maintain SNAP eligi-

bility.  The updated ABAWD 
work rules will apply if adults:

•Are between 18 and under 
65 years old

• Do not have a disability
• Do not live with children 

under 14
ABAWD customers may 

only receive SNAP benefits 
for three months in a three-
year period unless they: Work, 
volunteer, or participate in a 
job training program at least 
20 hours a week (80 hours a 
month).

ABAWD customers may 

applications during the year; 
she will turn in all her docu-
mentation to the state Dec. 15.

Cook said the trend is not 
so much due to state vouchers 
but due to choices by parents 
for homeschool settings. He 

said perhaps there is a time 
when homeschooling is the 
best option.

School Board member Da-
vid Brown said while it doesn’t 
seem time to panic, the num-
bers do indicate a possible 

trend. He suggested the board 
continue to discuss this topic 
at future meetings.

Superintendent Tammy 
Garrett said state-wide, since 

“As a recovery navigator, I 
walk alongside others on their 
journey toward healing, of-
fering guidance, support, and 
lived experience. In doing so, 
I’ve learned the value of self-
lessness – sacrificing time, 
comfort, and sometimes even 
emotional energy – not be-
cause I have to, but because 
I’ve gained something greater: 
purpose, connection, and the 
chance to help someone else 
find their way.”

Merlo adds, “Here is some-
thing that I also carry that 
many people shy away from. I 
am a survivor of sex traffick-
ing. At first, I began exchang-
ing sex to support my addic-
tion. It felt like a choice at the 
time, a means of survival. But 
over time, that choice was tak-
en from me. Others saw my 
vulnerability and used it for Amy Merlo

Submitted Photo
Community High School Criminal Justice II students recently 
competed in a local C.T.E. competition-one focused on conduct-
ing traffic stops. Ethan Rowlett earned second place and Austin 
Brown earned first place. From left, CJ instructor Chris Hobbs, 
students Rowlett and Brown and Community Principal Robert 
Ralston.

their own gain, exploiting my 
addiction to control me.”

She explains that what 
started as a way to feed her 
habit became a trap – one 
where she was being used by 

that report Tuesday during the 
financial management com-
mittee meeting.

County Finance Director 
Robert Daniel said during 
this meeting that even though 
there isn’t a lot of revenue to 
show this time of year, sales 
tax was up $37,000 in August 
over the prior year.

EMS reports indicate grant 
dollars are coming up for that 
department.

Interest from the Opioid 
settlement is now coming in 
and will be placed in a sepa-
rate account. The national opi-
oid settlement is the result of 
some major pharmacies being 
sued for over prescribing opi-
oids. Bedford County was an-
nounced as a recipient of set-
tlement funding about 2 years 

See STUDENTS, 2A

See CAREER, 2A

See FINANCIALS, 2A See SNAP, 5A
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City Fire Chief makes presentation to school board

Historical Society celebrates 
Tennessee and America’s birthdays

By Dawn Hankins

Public safety is at the top of 
both City and County budget 
discussions this month. Capital 
improvements within the City 
are in the works to further en-
hance service to the communi-
ty, according to City Fire Chief 
Matt Doak.

At the recent Bedford Coun-

ty Board of 
E d u c a t i o n 
m e e t i n g , 
Fire Chief 
Doak gave a 
presentation 
on how the 
City would 
like to pur-
chase some 
adjoining land behind Cart-

Reported by Al Simmons,
Historical Society president

The Bedford County His-
torical Society held its sum-
mer quarter meeting on June 
15, 2026, in the fellowship hall 
of the First United Methodist 
Church on the square in Shel-
byville with over 80 members 

and visitors in attendance.  
Visitors included David and 

Janne Martin, Steve Smother-
man, Erlinda McEntyre, Colin 
and Nan Wakefield, Freddie 
Brown, Pam Constantine, and 
Alvis Turrentine.      

A potluck supper started 
the evening’s festivities at 6:30 
p.m., hosted by Larry and Sue 

In loving memory 
of Patricia Farrar

513 Madison Street   •   931-684-2443
Serving Bedford, Moore, Marshall & Lincoln Counties Buy and Sell Real Estate

24 Hour Wrecker Service • 931-580-6355FARRAR RENTAL 931-684-5803

James Farrar Blue Jay Farrar Blue FarrarBrooke Anne Farrar

BREAKING  NEWS OF THE WEEK
TEEN KILLED AT DUCK RIVER RACETRACK

A 17-year-old Santa Fe High School senior, Norman 
Bentlee Potts, died last Saturday, after his car flipped during 
a race at Duck River Racetrack in Wheel. By his side in the 
car was his 17-year-old cousin and best friend, who, accord-
ing to family, survived and is bruised but safely recovering 
at home.

A visitation for Bentlee will be held on Thursday, June 25, 
2026, from 4:00 to 8:00 p.m., at Oakes & Nichols Funeral 
Home. Online condolences may be extended at www.
oakesandnichols.com.

Bentlee was preparing to begin his senior year at Santa Fe 
High School, where he had participated in cross country for 
several years. He had a passion for sports, especially foot-
ball, and enjoyed following and participating in a variety of 
athletic activities.

Bentlee lived life with enthusiasm and a love for adven-
ture, according to his family. He was an avid NASCAR fan 
who enjoyed riding mini bikes, racing at Duck River Race-
way, and “working on anything with an engine.” 
CHARGES DROPPED AGAINST SCHS TEACHER

The sexual battery charges against Shelbyville Cen-
tral High School teacher Bryan Whittinghill are currently 
dropped. In January, school officials received information 
regarding allegations of the teacher. The allegations were re-
ported to local law enforcement, which conducted a full and 
active investigation. Then Superintendent of Schools Tam-
my Garrett stated that to the school system’s knowledge, this 
was not an on-campus or school-related incident.

The staff member was arrested and was placed on admin-
istrative leave pending the outcome of the investigation. 

Town and Country 
Garden Club

The T and C Garden 
Club met June 17 and 
discussed weed control.

See Page 2A

GENEROUS DONATION
Submitted Photo

A Smile 180 check presentation was recently made by Dr. Phil Wenk to the Community Dental 
Clinic. The Smile 180 Foundation supports CcsBc Dental for equipment and operations. The 
check totalled $44,758.00. From left, Dr. Phil Wenk, CEO Smile 180 Foundation; Terrie Quick, 
dental hygienist; Claire Mallernee, dental administrative assistant; Amanda Arnold, director of 
dental operations; Fredia Lusk, CcsBc executive director; Dr. Danny Foster, CcsBc dentist.

Summer quarter meeting hosts and hostesses for the recent 
Bedford County Historical Society meeting were, from left, John 
Cortner, Larry Morphis, Donny and Patsy Porter, Jimmy and 
Melissa Simmons, Claudia Curl, and Marc Majors. See more 
on page 2 on the Historical Society’s meeting, which included a 
presentation on the Battle of King’s Mountain.

Bedford County Schools 
Superintendent Tim Harwell, 
right, participated in his first 
monthly board meeting last 
Thursday night in an official 
capacity. To his left is board 
member Glenn Forsee.

Fire Chief Matt 
Doak

BEDFORD BRIEFS
STARS AND STRIPES AND 
SHELBYVILLE NIGHTS

Bedford County Government Offices 
are closed for holiday on Friday, July 3. A 
special event will be held July 3, from 4 
to 8 p.m., on the square. The time capsule 
and ceremony and live music are a part of 
the festivities. Bring a chair. Patriotic attire encouraged. James Rogers 
will perform at 5:30. The first Leavitt Concert featuring the Huffer 
Brothers will be held at 7 p.m. at the Fly Arts Center on South Main 
Street.

This Stars and Stripes Event is sponsored by BC Government, 
Chamber of Commerce and the City of Shelbyville.
WARTRACE FIREWORKS AND FREEDOM

The annual Fireworks and Freedom event will be held on Friday, 
July 3, 2026 in Wartrace at the Winnett Ayers Park. Volunteers 
appreciated.
CELEBRATE THE 4TH IN SHELBYVILLE

COMMUNITY CONCERT
Internationally acclaimed composer and pianist Eric Genuis, and 

world class accompanists, will present a community concert on piano 
at First United Methodist Church on the square on Friday, July 17. 
This is a free event.

wright Elementary, with the 
school board’s nod of approval.

It was discussed also during 
the meeting that the propos-
al may have to go before the 
County Commission. But Doak 
said he wanted to get his pro-
posal out to the board for con-
sideration, now.

The City is currently work-
ing on a capital project, which 
will include main police and 
fire departments in one loca-
tion/new building.

The fire chief advised that 
the City needs a fourth fire 
precinct on the northern end 
of town. As well, it is project-
ed that a small precinct for the 
Shelbyville Police Department 
would go in the same facility. 

Doak said with the grow-
ing community, there's a great 
need for an additional fire hall. 
For public safety of course but 
also to help greater improve 
the City's response times/ISO 
ratings with insurance compa-
nies. 

Doak assured board mem-
bers that the Fire and Police 
Departments would make 
Cartwright Elementary "good 
neighbors."

The school board did not 
vote on any decision Thurs-
day night. New superinten-
dent Tim Harwell sat at the 
board table for his first official 
monthly meeting. (Tammy 
Garrett retired this year at the 
end of her 5-year contract and 

the board appointed Harwell, 
then assistant superintendent, 
soon after Garrett’s official an-
nouncement of departure.)

Morphis, Jimmy and Melis-
sa Simmons, John Cortner, 
Donnie and Patsy Porter, John 
Jones, Claudia Curl, Marc Ma-
jors, and Hazel Foster.  

The Fellowship Hall décor 
featured amenities in celebra-
tion of America’s 250th Anni-
versary with patriotic table dé-
cor, highlighted by red, white, 
and blue tinsel centerpieces 
and flags with like-themed 
place settings and lighting.    

Following the meal, the 
Society held a short business 
meeting.  

Nicholas Higgs presented 
the colors and led the pledge 
of allegiance to the flag.  Then, 
he played “To the Color” on his 
bugle to complete the Society’s 
salute to America’s 250th An-
niversary.  

Recording secretary Chris-
ty Anderson gave the secre-
tarial report, followed by trea-
surer Hazel Foster’s financial 
report and Carolyn Smother-
man’s membership status at 

See HISTORICAL, 2A
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Liberty Family and Community 
Education Club (FCE) held its June 
15 meeting with Judy Smith calling 
the meeting to order by reading “Still 
Waters.”

Ann Spence gave the devotion, 
“Living Waters,” and reported the 
meeting.

The roll call question was: “What 
have you done lately that you en-
joyed?”

Minutes were read. The program 
was given by Whitney Danhof, coun-
ty extension agent. The theme was, 
“Nourishing your spirit.” The way to 
nourish your spirit is to notice what 
moves you in a positive way, accord-
ing to Danhof, and then, seek more 

of it.
The club voted for their Share Fair 

theme to be “Vintage Christmas.”
The July picnic will be held at Dor-

ris Turrentine’s home on July 13 at 6 
p.m. This will be the next meeting.

Bonnye Catron shared daylilies 
and Judy Smith shared her coleus.

Judy Smith adjourned the meet-
ing
Dates to remember:

• June 26-County Council at 10 
a.m.

• July 7-Share Fair
• July 13-18-Bedford County Fair; 

Entries July 12, 1 to 5 p.m.
• July 30-Leader training at ex-

tension office at 10 a.m.

Submitted by 
Rene' Francis

Town and Coun-
try Garden Club met 
Wednesday, June 17, at 
the Bedford County Ex-
tension Office.

Matthew Deist, exten-
sion agent, gave a pre-
sentation on Weed Con-
trol Considerations. The 
presentation gave many 
informative options for 
weed control from back-
yards, gardens and crop 
farming.

Hostesses were Car-
roll O’Briens, Charlene 
Judd and Naomi Luna.

This month’s winners:

Liberty FCE Meeting 
discusses summer events

Town and Country Garden 
Club learns about weed control

Commissioner Sylvia Pinson seeks re-election for District 7

HISTORICAL� From page 1A

Historical Society members (from left) Randy and Freida Head and Patti and Larry 
Watkins look over the Historical Society display of the ‘Symbols of Tennessee” 
presented in celebration of Tennessee’s 230th Anniversary.

Bedford County Historical Society program speaker 
Colin Wakefield, left, reviewed materials for the Ft. 
Bliss Historic Site Celebration on September 25-6 
with Society members Don Gallagher and John 
Teague. Wakefield presented a documentary on 
the Battle of King’s Mountain and the restoration of 
patriot Joseph Greer’s home at the fort.   

Sylvia Sanders Pinson has officially 
announced her independent candidacy 
for re-election to the Bedford County 
Board of Commissioners, District 7, on 
Aug. 6.

“For the past 4 years, I have had 
the privilege of serving as your Coun-
ty Commissioner,” said Pinson. “It has 
been an honor to serve and represent 
the citizens of District 7.”

She added, “I am committed to pre-
serving the core values that make Bed-
ford County a great place to live while 
embracing innovative ideas that pro-
mote economic growth, workforce and 
tourism development, and community 
prosperity. I believe true servant lead-
ership requires dedication, hard work, 
and active involvement in the commu-
nity.”

Pinson has served on many Coun-
ty boards and committees, remaining 
committed to her hometown and the 
people in her district.

During her last 4 years as Commis-
sioner, Pinson has assisted in develop-
ing and supporting the Bedford County 
Jail Moral Reconation Therapy (MRT) 
Program, which is designed to reduce 

recidivism and improve successful re-
entry for incarcerated individuals re-
turning to the community.

She has worked closely with jail 
administration to help develop sec-
ond-chance workforce pathways and 
technical training opportunities for 
incarcerated individuals, recognizing 
the importance of preparing future 
members of our workforce for success-
ful employment. 

Commissioner Pinson has served 
and assisted on numerous nonprofit 
boards, including the Community De-
velopment Center, Tennessee College 
of Applied Technology General Adviso-
ry Board, Bedford County Chamber of 
Commerce Tourism Committee, Bed-
ford County UTK-TSU Agriculture Ex-
tension, American Mule and Bluegrass 
Festival, Shelbyville Bedford County 
Community Clinic, and the Drug Res-
cue 2 years grant from the Bedford 
County Abatement Opioid Grant Fund.

Currently, she is serving as chair of 
the 2026 Bedford County Time Capsule 
Project, which is celebrating America’s 
250th Anniversary. The time capsule 
will be sealed on July 3, 2026, and be 

opened in 50 years as a tribute to the 
community’s history and future.

She’s helped organize and imple-
ment the Second Chance Reentry 
Summit in partnership with the Bed-
ford County Sheriff’s Office and the 
Center for Family Development. 

“The summit brought together 
community leaders, employers, ser-
vice providers, and criminal justice 
professionals to identify resources, 
workforce opportunities, and support 
systems that promote successful reen-
try and reduce recidivism. I strongly 
support our local law enforcement offi-
cers, emergency responders, and pub-
lic safety professionals who work every 
day to keep Bedford County safe.”

Pinson said her guiding principles 
are simple: be a community connector, 
lead with a servant’s heart, embrace a 
vision for the future, and work hard for 
every citizen of Bedford County.

“I am committed to paying attention 
to detail, listening to all citizens, and 
bringing practical solutions to Coun-
ty government. If re-elected, I will 
continue working diligently to build a 
stronger, safer, and more prosperous 

Bedford County for future generations.
I respectfully ask for your support 

and your vote on Aug. 6.”
• Early voting: July 17 – Aug. 1
• Absentee ballot request deadline: 

July 17
• Election Day: Aug. 6.

321 members.  
President Al Simmons 

thanked Patsy Trott, 
Carolyn Smotherman, 
and Christy Anderson 
for their contribution 
of articles published in 
the Summer Quarterly 
which focused on peo-
ple, places, and events 
of the Revolutionary 
War era.  He noted that 
Poplin Memorial Histo-
ry Award honorees were 
recognized at their high 
school’s Senior Awards 
Day programs in May 
and thanked members 
for their donations in 

support of this Society 
effort.  Award winners 
and a list of contributors 
are included in the Sum-
mer Quarterly.  

Simmons announced 
the next meeting of the 
Society Board of Direc-
tors will be on July 8, 
2026, at the Public Li-
brary at 1:00pm.

The Mt. Lebanon 
Methodist Church & 
Cemetery historical 
marker was erected in 
mid-May and then dedi-
cated as part of the cem-
etery’s Decoration Day 
Services on May 9.  A 

history of the church and 
cemetery and found-
ing families is given in 
the Summer Quarterly.  
Simmons reported that 
the Society has received 
a request for a marker at 
another County histor-
ical location and is pre-
paring its  preliminary 
design for Board approv-
al.    

After the business 
meeting, program chair-
man Don Gallagher gave 
an overview of events 
during the Battle of 
King’s Mountain and the 
American victory there 
as a turning point in the 
Revolutionary War.  He 
then introduced meeting 
speaker Colin Wakefield 
who continued the dis-
cussion of the battle and 
ensuing actions by pa-
triot Joseph Greer who 
delivered the message of 
victory to the Continen-
tal Congress.  As a re-
sult of his actions, Greer 
was awarded a land 
grant of 2,566 acres in 
Petersburg, TN.  About 
1804, Greer built a dog-
trot-style cabin there 
where he and his wife 
Mary Ann raised 11 chil-
dren.  He died in1833, 
and is buried on the 
property.  

In the following years, 
the property came into 
the W. W. Gill, Sr. family 
in 1943. The property re-

mains in the Gill family 
and today is owned by 
Gill descendants, War-
ren and Allan Gill and 
Gloria Gill Meadows.  
Warren and Allen are 
Historical Society mem-
bers. 

The MTSU Center for 
Historic Preservation 
was contacted in 2016, to 
confirm the House on the 
Gill’s property was in-
deed Joseph Greer’s orig-
inal log house. Wakefield 
and the Joseph Greer 
Chapter TNSSAR, along 
with the Tennessee Wars 
Commission, initiated 
a collaborative effort to 

restore the house.  The 
group obtained a Ten-
nessee Historic Commis-
sion grant for the Camp 
Blount Historic Site As-
sociation to restore the 
house and locate it on the 
Camp Blount Historic 
Site south of Fayetteville 
on the east side of U. S. 
Hwy 231 South.  The res-
toration was completed 
in 2025.  

Wakefield’s docu-
mentary provided many 
visuals of the recon-
struction, including the 
incorporation of the 
original Greer house 
materials  The Camp 

Blount Historic Site will 
celebrate “Volunteer 
Days” on September 
25-6, 2026, with Camp 
tours and various his-
toric demonstrations. 

In concluding the 
meeting, Simmons an-
nounced that the next 
meeting will be on Sept. 
21, and will feature a 
program on the Ten-
nessee Walking Horse 
National Celebration.  
Hosts and further de-
tails of the meeting will 
be announced in the lo-
cal papers and on the So-
ciety’s Face Book site in 
early September.

Sylvia Pinson

CHURCH ACTIVITIES
SHELBYVILLE FUMC WORSHIP

Pastor De Hennessey will preach "Like a Cup of Cold 
Water" from Matthew 10:40-42 on Sunday at First United 
Methodist Church in Shelbyville. Sunday School for 
all ages begins at 9 a.m., followed by the worship service 
at 10 a.m. Nursery and Children's Church are available 
during worship. For those unable to attend in person, 
FUMC Shelbyville offers a livestream on Facebook and 
YouTube and a broadcast on WLIJ 98.7 FM and AM 
1580.
FLAT CREEK COC VBS

Flat Creek Church of Christ will have Vacation 
Bible School, beginning Sunday, July 5 through July 
8th. VBS begins at 6 p.m., each night under the 
theme, “I AM, WHO I AM” from Psalm 3:14.

Large Arrangements- 
Blue to Becky Nichols, 
Red to Nancy Fayard

Medium Arrange-
ments- Blue to Charlene 
Nelson, Red to Nancy 

Reak
Plant Specimen- Blue 

to Rebecca Parker
What Have You- Blue 

to Pat Johnson, Red to 
Charlene Nelson.

Hostesses for June were, from left, Carroll 
O’Brien, Charlene Judd and Naomi Luna

Linda 
Anderton 
with 
“What 
Have 
You” 
specimen

Sara 
Wood 

with 
“What 
Have 
You” 

specimen
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Gearing up for an ‘epic’ July 4th week in TN Walking Horse industry

Paying cash for old-
er sports card col-
lections. Unopened 
spor ts card cases 
and boxes. Comic 
books and antique 
sports related items. 
Shelbyville 

931-492-4304

WANTED

AD VERITAS
Before Independence Was Declared

As we approach the 
250th anniversary of 
American independence, 
it is worth remembering 
that July 4, 1776, did not 
come out of nowhere.

The Declaration of In-
dependence was not the re-
sult of one argument, one 
tax, one battle or one fiery 
speech. It was the result of 
years of growing tension 
between the American 
colonies and Great Britain. 
Step by step, grievance by 
grievance, the relationship 
deteriorated until many 
colonists came to believe 
separation was the only 

path left.
It is easy, from our van-

tage point, to see indepen-
dence as inevitable. But it 
was not inevitable to those 
living through it.

For many years, most 
colonists still considered 
themselves loyal British 
subjects. They wanted 
the rights of Englishmen. 
They wanted fair treat-
ment. They wanted rep-
resentation in matters of 
taxation and law. Many 
did not begin by wanting 
revolution.

But the British govern-
ment kept tightening its 
grip.

After the French and 
Indian War, Britain was 
deeply in debt and looked 
to the colonies for revenue. 
The Stamp Act of 1765 
placed taxes on printed 
materials such as newspa-
pers, legal documents and 
pamphlets. That may not 

sound dramatic today, but 
to the colonists it struck 
at both their pocketbooks 
and their principles.

“No taxation without 
representation” became 
more than a slogan. It ex-
pressed a basic belief that 
free people should not be 
taxed by a government in 
which they had no voice.

Then came more taxes, 
more disputes and more 
resentment. The Town-
shend Acts placed duties 
on imported goods. Brit-
ish troops were stationed 
in colonial cities. Tensions 
rose.

In 1770, that tension 
erupted in Boston when 
British soldiers fired into a 
crowd, killing five colonists 
in what became known as 
the Boston Massacre. The 
event was quickly used by 
patriot leaders as evidence 
that liberty itself was under 
threat.

Tennessee Walking 
Horse National Celebra-
tion is about to deliver a 
full week of events and 
horse shows surround-
ing the Independence 
Day holiday. The events, 
Celebration officials 
note, will provide own-
ers, trainers, exhibitors, 
and fans with multiple 
opportunities to cel-
ebrate the Tennessee 
Walking Horse during 
the nation’s historic 
250th anniversary year.

For generations, the 
Fourth of July week has 
been one of the most an-
ticipated traditions in 

the Walking Horse in-
dustry. While the week 
has taken on different 
names and been hosted 
in various communities 
throughout the years, its 
purpose has remained 
the same: bringing to-
gether Tn Walking Horse 
enthusiasts to showcase 
and celebrate the Ten-
nessee Walking Horse.

“We are thrilled to 
see a full week of activ-
ities and horse shows 
come together for our 
industry,” said Celebra-
tion CEO Warren Wells. 
“This week represents 
everything that makes 

our industry special—
great horses, great com-
petition, fellowship, and 
communities working 
together to celebrate 
the Tennessee Walking 
Horse. We appreciate the 
cooperation and collabo-
ration of all the organi-
zations involved in mak-
ing this week possible.”

The week will feature 
opportunities for ex-
hibitors of all ages and 
divisions, beginning 
with the Prodigy Pre-
liminaries and Auxiliary 
Equitation Showcase at 
the Cooper Steel Arena, 
followed by a commu-

nity fellowship event on 
the historic Shelbyville 
square, and culminat-
ing with four nights of 
horse show competition 
between Shelbyville and 
Woodbury.

“The Fourth of July 
week shows have long 
been a cornerstone of 
our industry,” contin-
ued Wells. “We encour-
age trainers, owners, 
exhibitors, and fans to 
support each of these 
events. Strong local and 
regional horse shows 
are the foundation of 
our industry, and this 
week provides a unique 

opportunity to celebrate 
our horse while honor-
ing our country during 
this historic anniversary 
year.”

The complete sched-
ule for the week includes:

Monday, June 29 – 
Money Tree Classic hosts 
the Prodigy Preliminar-
ies and Auxiliary Equita-
tion Showcase at Cooper 
Steel Arena

Tuesday, June 30 – 
Stars & Stirrups Fellow-
ship Event on the Histor-
ic Shelbyville Square

Wednesday & 
Thursday, July 1-2 
– WHTA Fireworks & 

Freedom Horse Show at 
the Bedford County Ag-
ricultural Center

Friday, July 3 – 
Money Tree Classic at 
Cooper Steel Arena

Saturday, July 4 – 
Woodbury Lions Club 
Horse Show in Wood-
bury, Tennessee

The Celebration looks 
forward to welcoming 
participants and fans 
throughout the week as 
the Tennessee Walking 
Horse industry comes 
together to celebrate the 
horse, the people, and 
the traditions that make 
this week so special.

Daniel 
Richardson
Publisher/
Owner

daniel@RichardsonMediaGroup.net

MAYOR RECEIVES UNIQUE DONATION
Shelbyville Mayor Randy Carroll, left, recently accepted a unique donation 

from Adam Vanderkin. It was a two-page, 1946 letter, addressed to then Mayor 
Eustace Williams, regarding the apparent re-hire of the Chief of Police W.C. 
Benson. The letter was written by John J. Jewell, the attorney general who stated 
Benson was the best police chief he had ever worked with. Vanderkin said he 
found the letter at an antique store.

Bedford County Planning Commission voted 
unanimously Tuesday evening to recommend to BC 
Commission that a 1-year moratorium be placed on 
any large data center developments here, until more 
information can be gathered for the benefit of Bedford 
County and its citizens. The board suspended its 
rules, because the item was initially just for discussion 
on the meeting agenda, and then moved ahead with 
a unanimous vote to make its recommendation. 
Curt Cobb, standing, and Adam Vanderkin, seated, 
both candidates for County mayor, had some strong 
comments about why the moratorium is necessary. 
See more to come on this meeting soon at t-g.com.

ish troops, yet many still 
hoped reconciliation might 
be possible.

Congress even sent the 
Olive Branch Petition to 
King George III, seeking 
peace. The king rejected it 
and declared the colonies 
to be in rebellion.

That rejection mattered. 
It helped convince many 
who had been hesitant that 
there was no going back.

Then, in January 1776, 
Thomas Paine published 
Common Sense. It was 
written plainly, for ordi-
nary people, and it made 
the case that the colonies 
should separate from Brit-
ain completely. Paine ar-
gued that it made no sense 
for a vast continent to be 
ruled by a distant island. 
His pamphlet spread wide-
ly and helped shift public 
opinion toward indepen-
dence.

By the summer of 1776, 
the question could no lon-
ger be avoided.

On June 7, Richard 
Henry Lee of Virginia in-
troduced a resolution be-
fore the Continental Con-
gress declaring that “these 
united colonies are, and of 
right ought to be, free and 
independent States.”

That was the moment 
the issue was placed plain-
ly before Congress.

A committee was ap-
pointed to draft a formal 
explanation. Thomas Jef-
ferson, John Adams, Ben-
jamin Franklin, Roger 
Sherman and Robert Liv-
ingston were selected for 
that task. Jefferson wrote 
the first draft, and after 
debate and revision, Con-

gress approved the final 
Declaration of Indepen-
dence on July 4.

But the Declaration was 
more than an announce-
ment. It was the culmina-
tion of years of conflict, 
patience, frustration and 
courage.

The founders did not 
wake up one morning and 
casually decide to start a 
new country. They had 
petitioned. They had pro-
tested. They had debated. 
They had endured. And 
finally, they concluded that 
liberty required separation.

That is what makes the 
story so powerful.

The men and women of 
that generation faced the 
most powerful empire in 
the world without knowing 
how the story would end. 
The signers of the Decla-
ration risked being hanged 
as traitors. Soldiers risked 
death, disease and starva-
tion. Families risked losing 
homes, farms and loved 
ones.

Independence was not 
cheap.

As we move toward 
America’s 250th birthday, 
we should remember more 
than fireworks and flags. 
We should remember the 
long road that led to July 4.

The Declaration was not 
the beginning of the strug-
gle.

It was the moment 
Americans finally put into 
words what events had 
been teaching them for 
years: that liberty is pre-
cious, rights are worth de-
fending, and some lines, 
once crossed, cannot be 
uncrossed.

A few years later came 
the Tea Act and the Bos-
ton Tea Party. Colonists, 
objecting to British poli-
cy and monopoly power, 
dumped tea into Boston 
Harbor in 1773. Britain re-
sponded harshly with what 
the colonists called the In-
tolerable Acts. The port of 
Boston was closed. Massa-
chusetts’ self-government 
was restricted. British au-
thority was asserted more 
forcefully than ever.

At each step, the dispute 
grew larger.

What began as argu-
ments over taxes became 
arguments over rights. 
What began as protests be-
came organized resistance. 
What began as petitions 
became preparations.

In 1774, representatives 
from the colonies gathered 
at the First Continental 
Congress. They were not 
yet declaring indepen-
dence, but they were begin-
ning to act together. That 
was important. Separate 
colonies were becoming a 
united cause.

Then came April 1775.
British troops marched 

toward Lexington and 
Concord to seize colonial 
military supplies. Instead, 
they met armed resistance. 
Shots were fired. Men were 
killed. The war had begun.

Even then, indepen-
dence was not immediately 
declared. That is one of the 
remarkable things about 
the story. The colonies 
were already fighting Brit-

MORATORIUM PROPOSED FOR 
BEDFORD COUNTY ON DATA CENTERS
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ASSEMBLY OF GOD
FIRST ASSEMBLY OF GOD
2510 Hwy. 231 N., 931-684-4809

HASKINS CHAPEL ASSEMBLY OF GOD
425 Haskins Chapel Rd., Lewisburg
931-388-7191

BAPTIST
BELVIEW BAPTIST
471 Troupe Rd., 931-684-3422

BETHANY BAPTIST
210 Richdale Lane, 931-684-8606

CALVARY BAPTIST
405 Lane Pkwy., 931-684-1870

CANNON BAPTIST
713 S. Cannon Blvd., 931-684-5442

EASTVIEW BAPTIST
404 S. Fairoak St., 931-684-9521

EDGEMONT BAPTIST
150 Fairfield Pike, 931-684-7676

EL BETHEL BAPTIST
1624 Hwy. 41A N., 931-684-0691

FAIR HAVEN BAPTIST
2726 Hwy. 231 N., 931-680-9803

FAITH BAPTIST
608 Neely Ave., 931-684-3764

FIRST BAPTIST
304 E. Depot St., 931-684-1634

FIRST BAPTIST
101 Webb Rd. E., Bell Buckle
931-389-9680

FRIENDSHIP BAPTIST
289 Hilltop Rd., 931-695-5119

GALILEE BAPTIST
917 Sevier St., 931-652-8543

GRACE BAPTIST CHURCH
1019 Madison St., Shelbyville
931-492-5037

HURRICANE CREEK BAPTIST
689 Elbethel Rd., 931-684-4754

GET THECoverage
YOU NEED!

• Auto • Home
• Life • Commercial

Templeton & Associates
Insurance

Kay, Zack & Jennifer
108 East Depot Street • 931-684-4380

Mullins Insurance

Things
Hap  en

Because...

p
Kathy Robertson
Mullins Insurance Agency
204 N. Main St
Shelbyville, Tn 37160

Phone: 931-684-7436 or 931-684-7489
Fax: 931-680-0322
Email: Mullins208@yahoo.com

Don Barnes
Realtor®

931-703-1022
DDBarnes@gmail.com

Cindy Barnes
Realtor®

931-703-3738
CindyCBarnes@gmail.com

ColdwellBankerSouthernRealty.com
  Each office is independently owned and operated.

This Devotional & 
Directory is made 
possible by these  
businesses who 

encourage all of us to  
attend worship services.

The Dinner The Dinner TableTable
201 Lane 201 Lane Pkwy, ShelbyvillePkwy, Shelbyville

931-684-5663931-684-5663
Open Monday-Saturday Open Monday-Saturday 6AM to 7PM, 6AM to 7PM, 

Sunday 10-2Sunday 10-2
Lunch buffet Lunch buffet every dayevery day

Pastors eat Pastors eat free on Sundayfree on Sunday

LUTHERAN
CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH
500 Elm Street, 931-684-0202

METHODIST
CANNON UNITED METHODIST
1001 S. Cannon Blvd., 931-684-4767

FIRST UNITED METHODIST
122 Public Square N., 931-684-2535
MULLINS CHAPEL AME
601 Ledbetter Rd., 931-685-4547

PLEASANT GROVE UNITED METHODIST
1597 Hwy. 130 W., 931-294-5477

SCOTT UNITED METHODIST
940 Morton St., 931-684-2297

ST. JOHNS AME
1512 Raby Ave., 931-684-9931

WHITESIDE UNITED METHODIST
2400 Midland Rd., 615-828-8292

WOODFORK CHAPEL AME
1011 Lipscomb St., 931-684-4817

NAZARENE
FIRST CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE
834 Union St., 931-684-3664

HILL TOP NAZARENE
1007 Smith Chapel Rd., 931-65-5234

HIMESVILLE CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE
1614 Hwy. 82 S., 931-694-6920

PENTECOSTAL
EMMANUEL PENTECOSTAL
1005 Belmont Ave., 931-685-6999

IGLESIA APOSTELIC PENTECOSTAL
2216 Hwy. 61 W., 931-680-1539

SHELBYVILLE UNITED PENTECOSTAL
1701 Green Lane, 931-685-9731

WHOSOEVER WILL PENTECOSTAL
219 E. Cedar St., 931-684-4384

PRESBYTERIAN
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN
600 N. Brittain St., 931-684-6541

GREEN HILL CUMBERLAND PRESBYTERIAN
1900 Unionville Deason Rd., Bell Buckle
931-294-2040

NORMANDY PRESBYTERIAN
108 Center St., Normandy, 931-857-9395

SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST
FIRST SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST
101 Church St., 931-685-9588

OTHER
ABUNDANT LIFE
600 Landers St., 931-703-0016

AGAPE WORSHIP CENTER
340 Maplewood Dr., 931-684-1243

BEREAN WAY CHRISITAN FELLOWSHIP
209 Thompson St., 931-703-7076

BLANKENSHIP COMMUNITY CHURCH
3602 Midland Rd., 931-437-2599

CHURCH AT ZION HILL
510 Thompson Rd., 931-581-4777

FELLOWSHIP FOR CHRIST
142 Richdale Lane, 931-684-0949

GATEWAY
1250 Madison St., 931-684-2794

HOUSE OF PRAYER
86 Union St., 931-703-5162

HOUSE OF PRAYER MINISTRY OF FAITH
907 W. Lane St., 931-639-1368

INTERNATIONAL HOUSE OF PRAYER
865 Union St., 931-607-8495

KING CHAPEL CHURCH AT UNION RIDGE
510 Union Ridge Rd., Wartrace, 931-389-6248

LIGHTHOUSE 
111 Church St., 931-684-4900

LIVING STONES COMMUNITY
304 Old Nashville Dirt Rd., 931-684-6883

LIVING WATER
3383 Hwy. 41A N. Unionville, 931-993-2477

MIRACLE TABERNACLE
507 Coble Circle, 931-224-5184

MOUNT VIEW
1331 Horse Mountain Rd., 931-685-0337

MULLIN CHAPEL
601 Ledbetter Rd., 931-685-4547

NUEVA VIDA
1304 Madison St., 931-580-0365

NEW LIFE 
111 Church St., 931-735-6720

PEOPLE’S CHURCH
1890 Madison St., 931-680-4880

THE SHELBYVILLE CHURCH
1014 W. Lane St., 931-492-4747

SHILOH OUTREACH CHURCH
2547 Hwy. 64 W., 931-684-0972

VICTORY CELEBRATION REVIVAL
1000 Colloredo Blvd., 931-680-0302

FIRST CHRISTIAN
309 Madison St., 931-684-7467

CHURCH OF CHRIST
BIRD STREET CHURCH OF CHRIST
428 Bird St., 931-684-3876

CHURCH OF CHRIST
115 High St., Bell Buckle
931-813-3079

EASTSIDE CHURCH OF CHRIST
1803 Madison St., 931-684-8521

FAIRFIELD CHURCH OF CHRIST
3521 Fairfield Pike, Wartrace
931-394-4090

FAIRLANE CHURCH OF CHRIST
101 Dow Dr., 931-684-1583

FLAT CREEK CHURCH OF CHRIST
1404 New Center Church Rd.
931-684-1360 

GREEN MEADOWS CHURCH OF CHRIST
355 Squire Hall Rd., 615-233-5420

RAUS CHURCH OF CHRIST
Smith Chapel Rd. Hwy. 13, 931-857-3362

SOUTHSIDE CHURCH OF CHRIST
108 Narrows Rd., 931-684-1805

WARTRACE CHURCH OF CHRIST
107 Bridgeview Ave., Wartrace
931-389-9496

CHURCH OF GOD
FIRST CHURCH OF GOD
278 Anthony Lane, 931-684-4646

NEW HALEY CHURCH OF GOD
2220 Patricia Dr., 931-685-1159

SHELBYVILLE CHURCH OF GOD
1014 W. Lane St., 931-492-4747

WHITTAKER CHURCH OF GOD
1200 Bethlehem Church Rd.,
423-618-9920

CHURCH OF GOD IN CHRIST
BRIGHT TEMPLE COGIC
516 Elm St., 931-684-7356

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST 
OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LDS
2508 Hwy. 231 N., 931-450-8848

EPISCOPAL
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE REDEEMER
203 Lane St., 931-684-5506

EVANGELICAL
EAST PARK EVANGELICAL
103 E. Pkwy., 256-278-8565

LONGVIEW BAPTIST
101 Cooper Rd., Unionville
931-294-2281

MIDLAND HEIGHTS BAPTIST
2706 Midland Rd., 931-680-0507

MOUNT ZION BAPTIST
101 Dow St., 931-684-1583

MT. ZION BAPTIST
506 Hill St., 931-684-5807

NEW BEGINNINGS BAPTIST
2027 Madison St., 931-703-9972

NEW BETHEL BAPTIST
1832 Hwy. 64 W., 615-684-5636

NORMANDY FIRST BAPTIST
100 Center St., Normandy,
931-857-3800

NORTH FORK BAPTIST
1641 Unionville Deason Rd., 
931-294-5610

ROVER BAPTIST
202 Baptist Church Rd., Eagleville
931-294-5840

SEVIER STREET FIRST BAPTIST
921 Sevier St., 931-684-7460

SHELBYVILLE FIRST BAPTIST
304 E. Depot St., 931-773-0145

SHELBYVILLE MILLS BAPTIST
900 Union St., 931-684-3625

SOUTHSIDE BAPTIST
900 S. Cannon Blvd., 931-684-6138

THOMPSON GROVE BAPTIST
2966 Sims Rd., 931-685-0025

TRINITY BAPTIST
1331 Horse Mountain Rd., 931-492-5480

TWIN OAKS BAPTIST
1710 Mount Herman Rd., Petersburg
931-993-8286

VICTORY INDEPENDENT BAPTIST
2200 N. Main St., 931-684-8114

CATHOLIC
ST. WILLIAM OF 
MONTEVERGINE CATHOLIC
500 S. Brittain St., 931-735-6004

ST. WILLIAMS CATHOLIC
719 N. Main St., 931-694-6154

CHRISTIAN
BETH SHAR SHALOM CHRISTIAN
207 April Lane, 931-680-9777JULY 11
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Ralph 
Wildon Johnson
Ralph Wildon John-

son, age 93, of Shel-
byville, Tennessee, 
passed away peacefully 
with his family by his 
side on June 20, 2026, 
in Murfreesboro, Ten-
nessee.

Born on July 31, 1932, 
in Resaca, Georgia, 
Ralph lived a remark-
able life defined by ser-
vice, hard work, adven-
ture, faith, and devotion 
to family.

Ralph proudly served 
his country in the Unit-
ed States Navy during 
the Korean Conflict. 
In his early career, he 
contributed to the guid-
ance systems used in the 
NASA Apollo missions 
that carried astronauts 
to the moon. He later 
co-owned Johnson Con-
struction and Paving 
Company before retir-
ing from Nissan Motor 
Manufacturing.

He is survived by his 
beloved wife, Marilou 
Johnson; sons Steven 
Johnson and wife Mi-
randa Johnson; Edward 
Johnson and wife Lisa 
Johnson; granddaugh-
ter Kenley Johnson; and 
sister Ruby Faye Brin-
dle of Signal Mountain, 
Tennessee.

Ralph was preceded 
in death by his wife, Sue 
Helen Massie Johnson; 
sister Lorain Webb of 

Dalton, Georgia; broth-
er Colbert Johnson of 
Eden, North Carolina; 
and sister Rewanda Ar-
thur of Cohutta, Geor-
gia.

Visitation with the 
family will be held 5-7 
PM Tuesday June 24, 
2026 at Doak Funeral 
Home and Cremation 
Services with Masonic 
Rights at 6 PM.

Funeral services will 
be held 11 AM Wednes-
day June 24, 2026 in the 
Chapel of Doak Funeral 
Home and Cremation 
Services with Carl Hall 
and William Crews of-
ficiating. Burial will fol-
low in the Willow Mount 
Cemetery.

In Lieu of flowers 
memorial donations 
may be made to Ameri-
can Lung Association of 
Tennessee (One Vantage 
Way, Suite C- 250 Nash-
ville, TN 37228)

Doak Funeral Home 
and Cremation Services 
is serving the family.

Sheila Ann 
Marshall (Smith)
Sheila Ann Marshall 

(Smith), age 71, passed 
away on Tuesday, June 
2, 2026.  

Sheila was born on 
November 24, 1954, 
in Warren, Michigan, 
where she lived and 
worked for many years. 
Later, she moved to her 
family’s hometown of 
Shelbyville, TN., where 
she happily resided for 
the past several years. 

Sheila enjoyed spend-
ing time with her ex-
tensive family and her 
dog Peanut, as well as 
crafting and perusing 
the local stores with her 
cousin, Connie. She oc-
casionally would lend 
a hand at The Blockade 
Runner store. 

Sheila was preceded 
in death by her partner, 
Red Silcox; son Michael 
Marshall; brother Gary 
Smith; brother Darrell 
(Rebecca) Smith; moth-
er Betty, and father Eu-
gene Smith (Carol). 

She is survived by her 
daughter, Carrie Rippey 
(John) and son, Duane 

(Christina) Marshall, as 
well as grandchildren 
Jessica, Tiffany, Isabella 
and Trevor.

Her siblings Phil 
(Mae), Kevin (Lor-
rie), Cheryl, Mary and 
Heather (Steve) will 
hold fondly onto the 
beautiful memories of 
their eldest sister. Shei-
la was a proud Aunt to 
many nieces and neph-
ews (and grandnieces 
& nephews) including 
Jonathon, Josh, Dawn, 
Tina, Matthew, Maria, 
Nick and Amanda.

Sheila will be remem-
bered for her beautiful 
smile and love for her 
family.

A memorial will be 
held at a later date. 

Susan Haynes
Susan Haynes, age 74, 

of the Halls Mill commu-
nity of Bedford County, 
TN., passed away Satur-
day, June 20, 2026, sur-
rounded by her family. 

Susan was born July 2, 
1951, to Harold Craddock 
Coop and Lois Mariamm 
Loken Coop. In addi-
tion to her parents, she 
is preceded in death by 
her son, Travis Haynes; 
a granddaughter Karah 
Osborne; and brothers 
Roger and Johnny Coop. 
She was a member of the 
Church of Christ.

Susan was a caring 
individual. She spent 
most of her life serving 
in the medical field. She 
worked for Maury Re-
gional and Jackson Re-
gional. She later retired 
from Maury Regional but 
continued to serve by de-
livering meals to families 
and visiting. Susan never 
met a stranger wherever 
she went and was always 
greeting you with a smile. 
Most of all, her smile and 
huge loving heart will be 
what she is remembered 
by for many generations 
to come.

Susan is survived by 
her husband of 24 years, 
Chris Haynes, of the 

Halls Mill community 
of Bedford County, TN; 
children, Jessie Alexan-
der of Humboldt, TN., 
Julie (Vince) Osborne 
of Humboldt, TN., and 
Shannon (BJ) McCurry 
of Murfreesboro, TN; 4 
grandchildren, Sydney, 
Trent, Katie, and Gavin; 
sisters, Nancy Coop of 
MO and Donna (Glen) 
Roberts of Jackson, TN; 
her fur baby Australian 
Shepherds, Blue, Sam, 
and Bear.

Visitation with the 
Haynes Family will be 
Monday, June 22, 2026, 
at 4PM until 6PM. A Me-
morial service will take 
place at 6PM from Law-
rence Funeral Home.

Services in care of 
Lawrence Funeral Home 
203 S. Horton Pkwy 
Chapel Hill, TN. 37034. 
931-364-2233 www.law-
rencefuneral.net

Charlene 
Eugenia Warren
Charlene Eugenia 

Warren, age 63, passed 
this life Tuesday, June 16, 
2026. She was born April 
12, 1963, in Shelbyville 
to the late Charles and 
Maude (Sheffield) Warren 
Hall. 

Charlene is also pre-
ceded in death by sib-
lings, Morse Warren, 
Curtis Warren, and Toyna 
Chunn.

Charlene was a re-
markably hard worker 
who poured her energy 
into everything she did. 
Yet, she always found time 
to celebrate life. She loved 
hanging with her friends, 
sharing laughs, and cre-
ating unforgettable mem-
ories. Charlene truly lived 
her best life, embracing 
every single moment with 
gratitude and enthusiasm.

Her warmth, laughter, 
and beautiful spirit will 
be deeply missed by her 
family, her church com-
munity, and her many 
friends.

The family will receive 
friends from 3 – 4 p.m. 
Saturday June 27th at 
Feldhaus-Gowen-Smith 
Chapel, 850 Union Street, 
Shelbyville, TN. A cele-

bration of life service will 
be held at 4 p.m. in the 
chapel following visita-
tion.

Charlene leaves behind 
to cherish her memo-
ry daughter, Chaunette 
Haynes (Keith); daughter, 
Tabitha Smith; grandchil-
dren, Jadyn Harper, Lai-
la Haynes, Skye Haynes, 
Makayla Haynes, Nahla 
Haynes, Issac Smith, and 
Daysia Hayes; siblings, 
Carolyn Buckingham, 
Delbra Gatica (Jaime), 
Jesse Warren, Robert 
Warren, Terry Warren, 
and Lee Warren; aunt, 
Eurlene Sheffield, and a 
host of cousins.  

F e l d h a u s - G o w -
en-Smith Chapel is hon-
ored to be serving the 
family of Charlene Euge-
nia Warren.

Clemente “Clem” 
Torrejon

Clemente “Clem” 
Torrejon, age 96, of 
Shelbyville, went to be 
with his Heavenly Fa-
ther, Saturday, June 13, 
2026, with his daughter 
/ caregiver, Betty Torre-
jon by his side.  

He was born April 15, 
1930 in Acobamba Dis-
trict, Sihuas Province, 
Ancash, a department 
of Peru in South Amer-
ica.When Clemente was 
very young, he survived 
a catastrophe and he lost 
his immediate family in 
an earthquake.  He later 
migrated to the United 
States in the mid-40’s 
with support from the 
Peruvian Ambassa-
dor Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary, Pren-
tice Cooper (deceased).  
Prentice’s wife, Hort-
ense Cooper (deceased), 
and his mother Archie 
Cooper (deceased) treat-
ed Clemente like their 
family.  He remained 
very close to Coopers 
throughout his lifetime 
and their children too: 
William Cooper (de-
ceased), Jim Cooper and 
John Cooper.

Clem is survived by 
his 3 children, Charles 
& Sandy Torrejon, Tony 
Torrejon & Paula Pewitt 
and his daughter, Betty 
Blanche Torrejon. He 
has many wonderful 
memories of his grand-
children and he is sur-
vived by them: Alisha 
& Brad Blackwell (de-
ceased), Chris & Megan 
Torrejon, and Alex & 
Sylvie Torrejon.  Their 
5 grandchildren have 
shared many wonderful 
memories with Clem-
ente. He had one broth-
er, Alejandro Torrejon 
(deceased).

After Clem lost his 
family, his cousin, Ma-
ria Torrejon and her 
family became his 2nd 
family, they accepted 
him as a brother.  He is 
survived by many cous-
ins, Maria Torrejon & 
Eusebio Solis (both de-
ceased) and their chil-
dren: America Solis 
Torrejon, Consuelo So-
lis Torrejon, Alejandro 
Solis Torrejon, Isabel 
Solis Torrejon, Maruja 
Solis Torrejon, Oscar 
Solis Torrejon, Jose So-
lis Torrejon and anoth-
er sibling, Rosa Solis 
Torrejon (deceased) and 
husband Orestes Ramos 
Anicama; and their chil-
dren are also very close 
to Clemente and are sur-
vivors, they are: Jorge 
Ramos Solis, Frieda Ra-
mos Solis, Carlos Ramos 
Solis, and Danny Ramos 
Solis.

Clem is survived by 
his 2nd wife, Shirley 
(Faulk) Torrejon and 
her children: Stephen 
Garrison, Teresa & Mike 
Dixon and Michael Gar-
rison (deceased). Clem-
ente has shared many 
wonderful memories 
with Shirley’s family 
and he is survived by 
their 9 grandchildren.

Clem was the kind of 
man who never met a 
stranger. He had a way 
of making people feel 
welcome wherever he 
went, often with a grin, 
a joke, or a little teas-
ing. He loved to make 
people laugh, and those 

who knew him best un-
derstood that his teas-
ing was one of the pur-
est ways he showed his 
affection. If he picked at 
you, you could be sure 
he cared about you.

Clemente loved wild-
life & nature and saved 
for years to purchase our 
Bottle Hollow Farm in 
the 70’s. He raised cattle 
and allowed all wildlife 
to roam free without 
fear.  No hunting was al-
lowed on our farm.

A man of the Catholic 
faith, Clem held his be-
liefs close to his heart. 
His family history was 
deeply rooted in that 
faith. The Prentice Coo-
per family-built St. Wil-
liam's Catholic Church 
for the Torrejon family, 
who were the only Cath-
olics and Spanish Peru-
vians in Shelbyville at 
the time. That legacy of 
faith and devotion re-
mained an important 
part of his life.

He was a man who 
loved life fully and joy-
fully. He loved to dance 
and carried a charm and 
spark that drew people 
to him. He appreciated 
strong character and 
timeless style, which 
made his admiration 
for John Wayne and 
Sam Elliott no surprise. 
He had that same larg-
er-than-life presence, 
blended with humor, 
strength, and warmth.

Clem was also a Mas-
ter Builder & Master 
Mason, a title that re-
flected both his skill and 
dedication. He left his 
mark not only on the 
people who loved him, 
but also in the homes 
he built. His craftsman-
ship became part of his 
legacy - lasting remind-
ers of the hard work of 
his hands and the pride 
he took in doing things 
well.

More than anything, 
Clem will be remem-
bered for his spirit - his 
laughter, his dancing, 
his teasing, his faith, 
and his ability to make 
others feel like friends. 
He leaves behind a leg-
acy built, not only in 
wood and stone, but in 
love, family, faith, and 
the memories that will 
live on in all who knew 
him. 

The family will re-
ceive friends from 1 -2 
p.m. Friday, June 19th at 
Feldhaus-Gowen-Smith 
Chapel, 850 Union 
Street, Shelbyville, TN.  
Funeral service will 
family-built be held in 
the chapel at 2 p.m. with 
Pastor Kenny Collins 
officiating.  Committal 
Service will follow at 
Rosebank Cemetery in 
Flat Creek. 

F e l d h a u s - G o w -
en-Smith Chapel is 
honored to be serving 
the family of Clemente 
“Clem” Torrejon.

Alice Murray 
Freeman

Mrs. Alice Murray 
Freeman, age 86, of 
Rockvale, TN., passed 
away Friday June 19, 
2026, in Murfreesboro, 
TN. Alice was born No-
vember 5, 1939, to Wil-
liam Murray and Mary 
Ophelia Petty Roll. In 
addition to her parents, 
she is preceded in death 
by her husband, Billy 
Gene Freeman, and a 
son, Eddie Freeman, a 
daughter in law, Debbie 
Freeman, and brothers, 
Billy Roy Murray and 
Johnny Lee Murray. 

Alice was a kind, 
caring, and compas-
sionate friend to many. 
Alice was always will-
ing to help others how-
ever she was able to. In 
her early years of work, 
she began her career in 
Emma’s Florist on West 
End in Nashville where 
her passion in the floral 
industry grew. She later 
retired from Eagleville 
Florist and truly loved 
growing flowers. 

One of her greatest 
joys in life was the day 
she met her late hus-
band. You could always 
find the two of them 
together and spending 
time with their children. 

She was an accom-
plished artist as well 
as a pianist for her be-
loved Mt. Pleasant Bap-
tist Church where she 
has been a member for 
over 50 years. In the last 
several years, she en-
joyed playing games and 
cards often with Alice 
Faye Ralston and Linda 
Simpson. Her most spe-
cial moments came from 
spending time with her 
sons, Ron and Don. 
She enjoyed listening 

to them play music and 
putting a smile on her 
face. Her love and care 
will be missed for many 
generations to come.

Alice is survived by 
her sons, Ron and Don 
Freeman of Shelbyville, 
TN; a niece, Faye Lynn 
Coffey (Johnny Walker) 
of Tullahoma, TN; and 
a great nephew, Bryce 
(Lauren) Murray Cof-
fey of Chattanooga, TN; 
and a lifelong friend for 
over 50 years, Alice Faye 
Ralston.

Visitation with the 
Freeman Family will 
be Thursday, June 25, 
2026, at 2PM until 4PM. 
A Funeral Service will 
take place at 4PM from 
the Chapel of Lawrence 
Funeral Home with Rev. 
Bobby Maxwell offici-
ating. Burial will follow 
in Cothran Cemetery 
where she will be laid to 
rest beside her husband.

The family would like 
to extend their love and 
appreciation to each 
care giver that devoted 
their time and love to 
Mrs. Alice.

Services in care 
of Lawrence Funeral 
Home 203 S. Horton 
Pkwy Chapel Hill, TN. 
37034. 931-364-2233 
www.lawrencefuneral.
net

Obituaries

Vicky Lynn Bryant
Vicky Lynn Bryant, age 47, of Shelbyville, TN. 

January 26, 1979 -   June 19, 2026
Doak Funeral Home is serving the family.

www.doakfh.com

Death Notices

Let us help you spread the news!
We welcome you to submit content for publication 

in The Times-Gazette and on our website www.t-g.com.
• Press Releases

• Letters to the Editor

• Guest Column/Op/Ed

• Announcements

• Obituaries
411 Elm St. • Shelbyville, TN

(931) 684-1200
NEWSROOM:

dawn@
richardsonmediagroup.net
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Classifieds
FOR SALE

Frigidaire refrigerator
Approximately 3 years 
old and in great con-

dition. Silver front with 
black sides $300 

Call: 931-492-4154
2021 Winnebago 
Ultra Mini Camper

Full and bunk bed layout
Like new, lots of extras!

Text 931-639-4246

New Chaise Lounge 
with roll pillow

Blue/dark brown: $200
Pretty, wrought iron, 

sofa table: $50
Please call: 

615-397-0965
CASH ONLY

SERVICES

LAWN CARE 
SERVICES

931-536-2656

NOTICES

Notice to owner and/or 
lienholder of abandoned 
or unclaimed vehicles. 
Take note that the follow-
ing vehicle will be sold on 
July 10, 2026 at 10 AM at 
Newton Ford South , 2811 
Hwy 231 N Shelbyville TN 
37160 to satisfy repair, 
and storage charges if not 
claimed within 14 days of 
this notice.

2013 Ford F-350
Vin # 1FD8X3ET7DEB58973

Crossword 2) Fuss, to 
Shakespeare

3) Set fire to
4) “How stupid of 

me!”
5) Western and 

Spanish dishes
6) Caribbean resort 

island
7) “All___ are off!”
8) Bird that can’t take 

flight
9) Cigarette 

ingredient
10) State in detail
11) The elevator 

provided back ...
12) Make it so, 

legally
13) “On your__, get 

set ... “
18) “Watch out!”
22) Superhero 

creator Stan
23) Part of DVD
24) Having no 

drawbacks
25) The ones making 

you slow down are 
back ...

26) Big- ticket items
27) Crouch in fear
28) L’s meaning, 

sometimes
30) Extend, as a 

CLUES ACROSS
1) Guy hiding in 

children’s books
6) Helps in a criminal 

activity
11) Jeweler’s item
14) “Up the creek,” 

is one
15) Amend an atlas
16) Genetically coded 

stuff, for short
17) Fox and Lloyd went 

back
19) Dinghy driver
20) Arcing shots
21) Sound from a 

henhouse
23) Guts and other 

innards
27) Agents’ needs
29) Form in the mind
30) Did some house 

work?
31) Darlings
32) Informative, 

informally
33) Bride’s title
36) Gets something 

down
37) Musical qualities
38) Look good on

39) There’s no fool 
like this kind

40) Cut off, as 
relations

41) ‘70s dance hall
42) Lumberyard 

cutter
44) Cosmetic 

application
45) Ghostly entities
47) Alfa Romeo 

alternative
48) Make more 

exciting (with “up”)
49) Jazz combo, 

often
50) “By the time I 

count to three” 
follower

51) The parolee was 
back ...

58) As to
59) Phobias
60) Break in two
61) Driving-exam 

curve shape
62) Womb resident
63) Aden’s land

CLUES DOWN
1) One skilled at 

repartee

subscription
32) Spectacular stars
34) Xerox competitor
35) Bit of gravel
37) Class evaluation
38) Watches the kids
40) “The Jeffersons” 

was one
41) “The Wizard of 

Oz” character

43) “Asp” or “vamp” 
attachment

44) Hi’s wife, in 
comics

45) Mountain feature
46) Maine flora
47) Use a steam iron
49) Drive-__
52) Wedding 

announcement 
word

53) Tit-for-__
54) “Norma__” 

(1979 movie)
55) Scary cinematic 

street
56) Time immediately 

preceding
57) “Speed” of many 

bikes

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS 
BEDFORD COUNTY UTILITY DISTRICT 
214 BETHANY LANE 
SHELBYVILLE, TN 37160 

Separate sealed bids for the 2026 WATER 
TREATMENT PLANT FLOW MEASUREMENT  
PROJECT will be received by Bedford County Utili-
ty District located at 214 Bethany Lane, Shelbyville, 
Tennessee 37160 until 10:00 a.m. local time on 
Thursday, July 16, 2026, and then at said time and 
place publicly opened and read aloud.  

This project consists of installation of a moni-
toring manhole and approximately eighty (80) lin-
ear feet of twelve-inch diameter Class 350 DIP pipe 
and appurtenances for the Bedford County Utility  
District.  

The 2026 WATER TREATMENT PLANT FLOW 
MEASUREMENT PROJECT Bid Package, Bid  
Form, Agreement, and other bidding instruments 
may be examined at the Bedford County Utility Dis-
trict. Copies of the bidding documents may be ob-
tained at the office of BEDFORD COUNTY UTILITY 
DISTRICT for no charge.  

If the bid submitted herewith exceeds $25,000, 
the Bidder’s license number and license expiration  
date must be included on the outside of the enve-
lope. All Bidders shall comply with the Contractor’s  
Licensing Act of 1976 and as amended (TCA Title 
62).  

The Owner reserves the right to waive any infor-
mality in the bidding and to reject any or all bids. 

All bids must be made out on the Bid Form 
bound in the contract documents, and the Bid 
Form should not be detached from the contract 
documents. Bids will not be opened from Bidders 
who have not obtained the contract documents 
from the Owner. 

No Bidder may withdraw his bid within sixty (60) 
days after the actual date of the opening thereof. 

Kevin Mayhorn, General Manager, 
Bedford County Utility District

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS 
Bid No.: 026-01 

Separate sealed bids for the 2025 WATER SYS-
TEM IMPROVEMENTS; CONTRACT A:  UNIONVILLE 
DEASON TRANSMISSION LINE and CONTRACT B: 
UNIONVILLE DEASON  BOOSTER STATION will be 
received by Bedford County Utility District located 
at 214 Bethany  Lane, Shelbyville, Tennessee 37160 
until 10:00 A.M. local time on Wednesday, July 8, 
2026, and  then at said time and place publicly 
opened and read aloud.  

Contract A consists of the installation of approx-
imately 21,000 linear feet of twelve (12) inch  diam-
eter ductile iron pipe and appurtenances. Contract 
B consists of constructing an eighteen foot  by six-
teen foot brick building and associated pumping 
facilities in Bedford County, Tennessee.  

The 2025 WATER SYSTEM IMPROVEMENTS; 
CONTRACT A: UNIONVILLE DEASON  TRANSMIS-
SION LINE and CONTRACT B: UNIONVILLE DEA-
SON BOOSTER STATION Bid  Package, Bid Form, 
Agreement, and other bidding instruments may be 
examined at the Bedford County Utility District. 
Copies of the bidding documents may be obtained 
at the office of BEDFORD COUNTY UTILITY DIS-
TRICT at no charge.  

The U.S. Department of Commerce Econom-
ic Development Administration is providing par-
tial funding for this project (EDA Investment No. 
ED24ATL0G0392). 

The Owner reserves the right to waive any infor-
mality in the bidding and to reject any or all bids. 

All bids must be made out on the Bid Form 
bound in the contract documents, and the Bid Form  
should not be detached from the contract doc-
uments. Bids will not be opened by Bidders who 
have not obtained the contract documents from the 
Owner. 

No Bidder may withdraw his bid within sixty (60) 
days after the actual date of the opening thereof.

PUBLIC HEARING
The Shelbyville City Council will hold a Public 

Hearing on the following Annexation Resolutions 
and Second Reading Ordinances at the Council 
Chambers, Planning & Codes Building, 100 N. Can-
non Blvd, Shelbyville, Tennessee at their Special 
Called Meeting of June 30, 2026, at 5:00 PM. Any-
one wishing to view the Resolutions & Ordinances 
may do so during normal business hours at City 
Hall, 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

ORDINANCES:
An Ordinance (As Amended) of the City of Shel-

byville, Tennessee, Adopting the Certified Tax Rate as 
Calculated by the State Board of Equalization.

An Ordinance (As Amended) of the City of Shel-
byville, Tennessee, Adopting the Annual Budget and 
Tax Rate for the Fiscal Year Beginning July 1, 2026, 
and Ending June 30, 2027.

An Ordinance to Make Final Amendments to the 
Adopted Budget Ordinance (As Amended) of the City 
of Shelbyville, Tennessee Various Funds, For the Fis-
cal Year 2025-2026, the Period Ending June 30, 2026.

 Lisa Smith, City Recorder 

Bedford County property transfers
The following prop-

erty sales were recently 
recorded in the Bed-
ford County Register of 
Deeds office.
File date: June 16

Location: 219 Graham 
Way; Seller, Snahider 
Vega Castro,  Jeniree 
Anisabel Olivares; Buyer,  
Lynn Angus, Leonard 
Angus; Price, $334,900 
(Deed).

Location: 237 Cascade 
Hollow Rd; Seller, Trudy 
Daye Anderson; Buyer,  
Jonathan Tyler Ander-
son; Price, $0 (Deed).

L oc at ion:  Hw y 130 
W;  S e l l e r ,  S t e p h e n 
L  M u l l i n s ,  V i r g i n -
ia  C  Mu l l i n s;  Buyer,  
James R Murrell Irre-
vocable Trust, James 
R  M u r r e l l ;  P r i c e , 
$1,350,000 (Deed).

L o c a t i o n :  A d -
cock Rd; Sel ler,  Ver-
non E Cole Jr; Buyer,  
James Brennan Sanders; 
Price, $20,000 (Deed).

L o c at ion:  310  E dd 
Joyce Rd; Seller, Hunt-
er L Womack, Miran-
d a  Wo m a c k ;  B u y e r,  
Anthony Mills, Whitney 
Mills; Price, $865,500 
(Deed).

L o c a t i o n :  B e t h a -
ny Lane; Seller, West 
S t r e e t  C apit a l  Pa r t-
n e r s  L L C ;  B u y e r ,  
EPRT Tennessee Prop-
e r t i e s  L L C ;  P r i c e , 
$2,038,361.09 (Deed).
File date: June 17

Seller, RHB LLC; Buyer,  
Midway Homes LLC; 
Price, $0 (QD).

Location: 788 Halls 
Mill Rd; Seller, James 
Brennan Sanders; Buyer,  

Daniel  Jul ian R ivera 
Lara; Price, $439,900 
(Deed).

L o c a t i o n :  1 3 0 1 
W a l k e r  S t ;  S e l l e r , 
DCC Strategic Realty 
Partners LLC; Buyer,  
Samuel Mitchell Wright 
I I I;  P r ic e ,  $274 ,900 
(Deed).

S e l l e r ,  H a w k e r t y 
Properties LLC; Buyer,  
David Brent Vannatta, 
C y nt hia D Vannat ta; 
Price, $10,000 (Deed).
File date: June 18

L ocat ion: 102 Sun-
r i s e  C o u r t ;  S e l l e r , 
Chr ist ian A lexander, 
Alisa Medders; Buyer,  
I g n a c i o  Ve l a z q u e z , 
G a u d e n c i a  A n d r e s ; 
Price, $258,000 (Deed).

Location: Bell Buck-
le Wartrace Rd; Seller, 
Zsolt J Lagler; Buyer,  
Austin W Lee, Rosalie 
A Lee; Price, $90,000 
(Deed).

L ocat ion: 144 Tan-
n e r  C i r c l e ;  S e l l e r , 
Baltazer Reyes, Nemi-
a s  R a m o s ;  B u y e r ,  
Damon Francis; Price, 
$337,900 (Deed).

Seller, Connie Cortner, 
Perninia Lucille Single-
ton Esta Peacock; Buyer,  

Connie Cortner; Price, 
$0 (Deed).
File date: June 22

Location: 130 Lorien 
C i r c l e ;  S e l l e r,  H a r -
r iswood Investments 
L L C ,  To m  A r n o l d , 
Heather Arnold; Buyer,  
Alberto Edmundo Ma-
drid Jr, Virginia Gayle 
Madrid; Price, $289,900 
(Deed).

Location: 103 Ava Way; 
Seller, Brian S Asbell, 
Candy I Asbell; Buyer,  
Brian S Asbell, Candy I 
Asbell; Price, $10 (QD).

Location: 108 Cotton-
tail Lane; Seller, Perry 
Scott Comstock; Buyer,  
Mira nda G Womack; 
Price, $673,000 (Deed).

L o c at ion:  20 0 C o -
b l e  R d ;  S e l l e r,  L i n -
d a  E l i n  M i l ler,  Pau l 
D e n n i s  M i l l e r ,  D o -
lores Benal lo; Buyer,  
Dolores D Benallo Liv-
ing Trust, Paul D Miller, 
Linda E Miller; Price, $0 
(QD).

Location: Puncheon 
Camp Rd; Seller, Don-
na Powell Miller; Buyer,  
Mi l ler  Fa mi ly  Tr ust , 
Donna Powell Miller; 
Price, $0 (QD).

Location: 776 Farmer 
Rd; Seller, Dan Cliff Roy, 
Estella Ruth Roy, Jack-

ie Lynn Sanders; Buyer,  
Gary L Conn, Suzanne P 
Conn; Price, $579,000 
(Deed).

Seller, Kevin A Col-
l ier, Br yan D Coll ier, 
K a r y  G C ol l ier  I r re -
vocable Trust; Buyer,  
R o d n e y  B o w l i n g , 
Chanel Donegan; Price, 
$370,000 (Deed).

Location: 220 Temple 
Ford Lane; Seller, Jo-
seph Townsend; Buyer,  
Clifton A Beasley; Price, 

$85,000 (Deed).
Location: 234 Repub-

lic St; Seller, Ole South 
Properties Inc; Buyer,  
Kevin Martinez; Price, 
$334,990 (Deed).

L o c at ion:  261  Mi l l 
Rd; Seller, Jennie Lee, 
J e n n i e  R a y ;  B u y e r,  
Nathan M Ray; Price, $0 
(QD).

Seller, Donald White 
Construction LLC; Buyer,  
Haley G Bennett; Price, 
$285,000 (Deed).
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NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Estate of Annette F Green, Deceased

Notice is hereby given that on June 08, of 2026 Letter of Ad-
ministration in respect of the estate of Annette F Green, who died 
04/12/2026, were issued to the undersigned by the Bedford Coun-
ty Chancery Court of Bedford County, Tennessee. All persons, 
resident and Non-resident, having claims, matured or unmatured, 
against the estate are required to file the same with the Clerk of 
the above-named Court on or before the earlier of the dates pre-
scribed in (1) or (2) otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1) (A) Four (4) months from the date of the first publication (or 
posting, as the case may be) of this notice if the creditor received 
an actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty (60) days 
before the date that is four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication (or posting); or

    (B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor received an 
actual copy of the notice to creditors if the creditor received the 
copy of the notice less than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is 
four (4) months from the date of the first publication (or posting) as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s date of death.
This the 8th day of June, 2026.
/s/ Paula Green, Administratrix
/s/ Nick Simons &amp; Savana Mezquiriz, Attorney
/s/ Curt M. Cobb, Clerk and Master/Deputy Clerk             (6182tp)

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Estate of Charles Slaydon Murphree, Jr., Deceased

Notice is hereby given that on June 05, of 2026 Letter of Ad-
ministration in respect of the estate of Charles Slaydon Murphree, 
Jr., who died 05/12/2026, were issued to the undersigned by the 
Bedford County Chancery Court of Bedford County, Tennessee. 
All persons, resident and Non-resident, having claims, matured or 
unmatured, against the estate are required to file the same with 
the Clerk of the above-named Court on or before the earlier of the 
dates prescribed in (1) or (2) otherwise their claims will be forever 
barred:

(1) (A) Four (4) months from the date of the first publication (or 
posting, as the case may be) of this notice if the creditor received 
an actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty (60) days 
before the date that is four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication (or posting); or

    (B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor received an 
actual copy of the notice to creditors if the creditor received the 
copy of the notice less than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is 
four (4) months from the date of the first publication (or posting) as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s date of death.
This the 5th day of June, 2026.
/s/ Charles Steven Murphree, Sr., Executor
/s/ John T Bobo, Attorney
/s/ Curt M. Cobb, Clerk and Master/Deputy Clerk             (6182tp)

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Estate of Duane Keith Bergmann, Deceased

Notice is hereby given that on June 05, of 2026 Letter of Ad-
ministration in respect of the estate of Duane Keith Bergmann, 
who died 09/07/2025, were issued to the undersigned by the Bed-
ford County Chancery Court of Bedford County, Tennessee. All 
persons, resident and Non-resident, having claims, matured or 
unmatured, against the estate are required to file the same with 
the Clerk of the above-named Court on or before the earlier of the 
dates prescribed in (1) or (2) otherwise their claims will be forever 
barred:

(1) (A) Four (4) months from the date of the first publication (or 
posting, as the case may be) of this notice if the creditor received 
an actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty (60) days 
before the date that is four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication (or posting); or

    (B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor received an 
actual copy of the notice to creditors if the creditor received the 
copy of the notice less than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is 
four (4) months from the date of the first publication (or posting) as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s date of death.
This the 5th day of June, 2026.
/s/ Bradley Kent Bergmann, Executor
/s/ John T Bobo, Attorney
/s/ Curt M. Cobb, Clerk and Master/Deputy Clerk             (6182tp)

ORDER OF PUBLICATION            CASE NUMBER: 703
TO: UNKNOWN FATHERS
IN RE:
THE ADOPTION OF A MALE CHlLD: 
MASON COOPER-BENTLY, DOB: May 18, 2011,
and
THE ADOPTION OF A FEMALE CHILD: 
SCARLETT IVY-PAIGE MCBEE, DOB: June 28, 2020,
MICHAEL ROLAND YOUNG and
MICHELE LEE YOUNG,
	 PETITIONERS,
vs.				    CASE NO. 703
UNKNOWN FATHERS,
	 RESPONDENTS.
In this cause, it appearing from the Complaint which is sworn 

to, that THE RESIDENCES OF UNKNOWN FATHERS ARE UN-
KNOWN AND CANNOT BE ASCERTAINED UPON DILIGENT 
INQUIRY, UNKNOWN FATHERS are required to appear on or 
before August 9, 2026, before the undersigned Clerk and Master 
and make defense to the Complaint and serve a copy of their An-
swer to the Plaintiffs solicitor, Gary D. Beasley, Attorney at Law, 
201 East Main Street, Suite 250, Murfreesboro, TN 37130, or oth-
erwise, Judgment by Default may be entered against UNKNO\VN 
FATHERS for the relief demanded in the Complaint. It is further 
ORDERED that this notice be published for four (4) consecutive 
weeks in THE SHELBYVILLE TlMES-GAZETTE.

This 5th day of June 2026.
/s/ Curt M. Cobb, Clerk and Master
/s/ Gary D. Beasley, Attorney for the Petitioners (6184tp)

NOTICE OF SUCCESSOR TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred in the performance of the 

covenants, terms and conditions of a Note dated MARCH 27, 
2025, and the Deed of Trust of even date, securing said Note 
recorded APRIL 1, 2025 in Book TD1147, at Page 881-902, as 
Document #25002132, in the Register’s office for BEDFORD County, 
Tennessee, executed by TERRANCE LYONS AND SUSAN LYONS, 
HUSBAND AND WIFE, conveying the certain property described 
therein to MEGAN K. TROTT, Trustee, for the benefit of MORTGAGE 
ELECTRONIC REGISTRATION SYSTEMS, INC. (“MERS”), 
AS BENEFICIARY, AS NOMINEE FOR FIRST COMMUNITY 
MORTGAGE INC., its successors and assigns and to MARINOSCI 
LAW GROUP, P.C., having been appointed as Successor Trustee 
by instrument of record JUNE 1, 2026 in the Register’s office for 
BEDFORD County, Tennessee in Book TD1194, at Page 59-61, 
as Document #26003973.

WHEREAS, the owner and holder of the Note has declared 
the entire indebtedness due and payable and demanded that 
the hereinafter described real property be advertised and sold in 
satisfaction of indebtedness and costs of foreclosure in accordance 
with the terms and provisions of the Note and Deed of Trust.

NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby given that an agent of 
Marinosci Law Group, P.C., as Successor Trustee, pursuant to 
the power, duty and authority vested in and conferred upon said 
Successor Trustee, by the Deed of Trust, will on August 18, 2026 at 
11:00 AM at the main entrance of the Bedford County Courthouse, 
1 Public Square, Shelbyville, TN 37160 offer for sale to the highest 
bidder for cash, and free from all legal, equitable and statutory 
rights of redemption, exemptions of homestead, rights by virtue of 

marriage, and all other exemptions of every kind, all of which have 
been waived in the Deed of Trust, certain real property located in 
Bedford County, Tennessee, described as follows:

Land in Bedford County, Tennessee, being Lot No. 66, on the 
Plan of Final Plat, Wheatfield Subdivision, Phase 3, of record in Plat 
Book PLJ2, Page 455, in the Register`s Office for Bedford County, 
Tennessee, to which Plan reference is hereby made for a more 
complete description of the property.

Being the same property conveyed to Terrance Lyons and Susan 
Lyons, Husband and Wife, by deed from, Ole South Properties, Inc., 
a Tennessee corporation, dated March 27, 2025, of record in Book 
396, Page 358, Register’s Office of Bedford County, Tennessee.

This conveyance is made subject to Restrictions and Declaration 
of Covenants of record in Book D371, page 519 and as amended 
in Book D385, page 739, Restrictions of record in Book D344, page 
650, Book D356, page 746 and Book D358, page 631; Charter of 
record in Book CH14, page 610; Utility Easement of record in Book 
D189, page 587, Book D246, page 744 and Book D264; page 452; 
Tennessee Valley Authority Easement by way of judgment of record 
in Book D221, page 614; Subject to matters shown on the Plan of 
record in Plat Book PLJ1, page 23; and to any and all matters shown 
on said plat and survey of record in Plat Book PLJ2, page 455; all 
of said Register’s Office.

More Commonly Known As: 101 CHEVELLE CT, SHELBYVILLE, 
TN 37160-1518

Said sale shall be held subject to all matters shown on any 
applicable recorded plat; any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, 
easements, or setback lines that may be applicable; any statutory 
rights of redemption of any governmental agency, state or federal; 

any prior liens or encumbrances as well as any priority created by a 
fixture filing; to any matter that an accurate survey of the premises 
might disclose; and subject to, but not limited to, the following parties 
who may claim an interest in the above-referenced property: ALYSSA 
LYONS, ESTATE OF TERRANCE LYONS, TERRANCE LYONS, 
II, SUSAN LYONS, UNKNOWN HEIRS OF THE ESTATE OF 
TERRANCE LYONS, OCCUPANTS/TENANTS OF 101 CHEVELLE 
CT, SHELBYVILLE, TN 37160-1518.

To the best of the Successor Trustee’s knowledge, information, 
and belief, there are no other Federal or State tax lien claimants 
or other claimants upon the subject property which would require 
notice pursuant to the terms and provision of T.C.A. § 35-5-104 or 
T.C.A. § 67-1-1433 or 26 U.S.C. § 7425.

The sale held pursuant to this Notice may be rescinded at the 
Successor Trustee’s option at any time.  The Successor Trustee may 
postpone the above referenced sale from time to time as needed 
without further publication.  The Successor Trustee will announce 
the postponement on the date and at the time and location of the 
originally scheduled sale.

This is an attempt to collect a debt, and any information obtained 
will be utilized for that purpose.

Marinosci Law Group, P.C., Successor Trustee
555 Perkins Extended, Suite 445
Memphis, TN 38117
Office: (901) 203-0680
Fax: (901) 440-0561 
26-01777
Publication Dates: 06/25/2026, 07/02/2026
Online publication at: www.nwpostingservices.com (6252tc)

NOTICE
ALISSA WRIGHT
The State of Tennessee, Department of Children’s Services, 

has filed a Petition to Declare Child Dependent and Neglected as 
to Alona Wright.  It appears that ordinary process of law cannot be 
served upon you because your whereabouts are unknown.  You 
are hereby ORDERED to serve upon Elizabeth Spurbeck, Attor-
ney for the Tennessee Department of Children Services, 1106 
Madison Street, Shelbyville, TN 37160, an Answer to the Petition 
to Declare Child Dependent and Neglected filed by the Tennessee 
Department of Children’s Services, within thirty (30) days of the 
last day of publication of this notice, and pursuant to Rule 39(e)
(1) of the Tenn. R. Juv. P. you must also appear in the Juvenile 
Court of Bedford County, Tennessee at Shelbyville, Tennessee 
on the 24th day of August, 2026, at 9:00 a.m., for the Hearing 
on the Petition to Declare Child Dependent and Neglected by the 
State of Tennessee, Department of Children’s Services  If you fail 
to do so, a default judgment will be taken against you pursuant 
to Tenn. Code Ann. § 36-1-117(n) and Rule 55 of the Tenn. R. 
of Civ. P. for the relief demanded in the Petition.  You may view 
and obtain a copy of the Petition and any other subsequently filed 
legal documents at the Juvenile Court Clerk’s Office, Shelbyville, 
Tennessee. (6254tc)

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Estate of Steven Richard Hanson, Deceased

Notice is hereby given that on June 15, of 2026 Letter of Ad-
ministration in respect of the estate of Steven Richard Hanson, 
who died 06/01/2026, were issued to the undersigned by the Bed-
ford County Chancery Court of Bedford County, Tennessee. All 
persons, resident and Non-resident, having claims, matured or 
unmatured, against the estate are required to file the same with 
the Clerk of the above-named Court on or before the earlier of the 
dates prescribed in (1) or (2) otherwise their claims will be forever 
barred:

(1) (A) Four (4) months from the date of the first publication (or 
posting, as the case may be) of this notice if the creditor received 
an actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty (60) days 
before the date that is four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication (or posting); or

    (B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor received an 
actual copy of the notice to creditors if the creditor received the 
copy of the notice less than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is 
four (4) months from the date of the first publication (or posting) as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s date of death.
This the 15th day of June, 2026.
/s/ Lisa Stonemetz & Christina Hanson, Co-Administrators
/s/ Megan K. Trott., Attorney
/s/ Curt M. Cobb, Clerk and Master/Deputy Clerk (6252tp)

SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE’S NOTICE OF SALE
Sale at public auction will be on August 31, 2026 at 11:00AM 

local time, at the south door, Bedford County Courthouse, 1 Public 
Square, Shelbyville, Tennessee pursuant to Deed of Trust executed 
by John Young and Judy Young, to Kerry Webb, Trustee, as trustee 
for Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., as beneficiary, 
as nominee for Acopia, LLC, its successors and assigns on March 
20, 2015 at Book TD831, Page 853, Instrument No. 15001536; 
conducted by LLG Trustee TN LLC, having been appointed 
Substitute or Successor Trustee, all of record in the Bedford County 
Register’s Office. Default has occurred in the performance of the 
covenants, terms, and conditions of said Deed of Trust and the entire 
indebtedness has been declared due and payable. 

Party Entitled to Enforce the Debt:  Wells Fargo Bank, N.A., its 
successors and assigns.

The real estate located in Bedford County, Tennessee, and 
described in the said Deed of Trust will be sold to the highest call 
bidder.  The terms of the said Deed of Trust may be modified by other 
instruments appearing in the public record.  Additional identifying 
information regarding the collateral property is below and is believed 
to be accurate, but no representation or warrant is intended.

Street Address: 280 Philpot Road, Shelbyville, Tennessee 37160
Parcel Number: 41C A 010.00
Current Owner(s) of Property: John Young and Judy Young
This sale is subject to all matters shown on any applicable recorded 

Plat or Plan; any unpaid taxes and assessments; any restrictive 
covenants, easements or setback lines that may be applicable; 
rights of redemption, equity, statutory or otherwise, not otherwise 
waived in the Deed of Trust, including rights of redemption of any 
government agency, state or federal; and any and all prior deeds 
of trust, liens, dues, assessments, encumbrances, including those 
created by a fixture filing or any applicable homeowners’ association 

dues or assessments; any defects, adverse claims and other 
matters that may take priority over the Deed of Trust upon which 
this foreclosure sale is conducted or are not extinguished by this 
Foreclosure Sale; all claims or other matters, whether recorded or 
not, which may encumber the purchaser’s title and any matter that 
an accurate survey of the premises might disclose.

The following parties may claim an interest in the above-
referenced property to be affected by the foreclosure: any judgment 
creditor or lien holder with an interest subordinate to the said Deed of 
Trust or any party claiming by, though, or under any of the foregoing. 
Such parties known to the Substitute Trustee may include: None.

Terms of Sale will be public auction, for cash, free and clear of 
rights of homestead, redemption and dower to the extent disclaimed 
or inapplicable, and the rights of John Young and Judy Young, and 
those claiming through him/her/it/them.

Any right of equity of redemption, statutory and otherwise, and 
homestead are waived in accord with the terms of said Deed of 
Trust, and the title is believed to be good, but the undersigned will 
sell and convey only as Substitute Trustee.

The right is reserved to postpone or adjourn the sale to another 
time certain or to another specified date, time, and location certain, 
without further newspaper publication upon announcement by posting 
with the third-party internet posting company and announcing on 
the date, time, and location of each sale set forth above or any 
subsequent postpone or adjourned date, time, and location of sale; 
provided, however if the sale is postponed or adjourned for less 
than five (5) days after the original sale, announcement by internet 
posting is not required.

If you purchase a property at the foreclosure sale, the entire 
purchase price is due and payable at the conclusion of the auction 
in the form of a certified/bank check made payable to or endorsed 
to LOGS Legal Group LLP. No personal checks will be accepted. 

To this end, you must bring sufficient funds to outbid the lender and 
any other bidders. Insufficient funds will not be accepted. Amounts 
received in excess of the winning bid will be refunded to the successful 
purchaser at the time the foreclosure deed is delivered.

This property is being sold with the express reservation that the 
sale is subject to confirmation by the lender or trustee.  This sale 
may be rescinded only by the Substitute Trustee at any time. If the 
Substitute Trustee rescinds the sale, the purchaser shall only be 
entitled to a return of any money paid towards the purchase price 
and shall have no other recourse.  Once the purchaser tenders the 
purchase price, the Substitute Trustee may deem the sale final in 
which case the purchaser shall have no remedy.  The real property 
will be sold AS IS, WHERE IS, with no warranties or representations 
of any kind, express or implied, including without limitation, warranties 
regarding condition of the property or marketability of title.

THE PROPERTY IS SOLD WITHOUT ANY REPRESENTATIONS 
OR WARRANTIES, EXPRESSED OR IMPLIED, RELATING 
TO TITLE, MARKETABILITY OF TITLE, POSSESSION, QUIET 
ENJOYMENT OR THE LIKE AND FITNESS FOR A GENERAL OR 
PARTICULAR USE OR PURPOSE. The title is believed to be good, 
but the undersigned will sell and convey only as Substitute Trustee.

This Notice of Sale can be viewed online by Coast to Coast 
Posting at HTTPS://Coasttocoastposting.com 

LLG Trustee TN LLC
Substitute Trustee
8520 Cliff Cameron Dr., Suite 330
Charlotte, NC 28269
Phone (704) 333-8107
Fax (704) 333-8156
File No. 26-126941 (6252tc)

NOTICE OF SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE`S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred in the performance of the 

covenants, terms, and conditions of a Deed of Trust dated April 17, 
2015, executed by Kenneth W Arnold, an unmarried man, to David 
Marttalla as Trustee, for Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, 
Inc., as beneficiary, as nominee for FIRST NATIONAL BANK OF 
MCMINNVILLE, its successors and assigns, and appearing of 
record on April 20, 2015, in the Register’s Office of Bedford County, 
Tennessee, at Book TD833, Page 760, and Instrument Number 
15002147.

WHEREAS, the beneficial interest of said Deed of Trust was last 
transferred and assigned to Lakeview Loan Servicing, LLC, the party 
entitled to enforce said security interest; and having appointed Clear 
Recon LLC, the undersigned, as Substitute Trustee by instrument 
filed or being filed for record in the Register’s Office of Bedford 
County, Tennessee, with all of the rights, powers, and privileges of 
the original Trustee named in said Deed of Trust.  

NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby given that the entire 
indebtedness has been declared due and payable as provided in 
said Deed of Trust, and that the undersigned, Clear Recon LLC, 
as Substitute Trustee or his duly appointed agent, by virtue of the 
power, duty, and authority vested and imposed upon said Substitute 
Trustee will, on August 3, 2026, at 11:00 AM, local time, at the main 
entrance of the Bedford County Courthouse, 1 Public Square, located 
in Shelbyville, Tennessee, proceed to sell at public outcry to the 
highest and best bidder for cash or certified funds ONLY, paid at 
the conclusion of the sale, the following described property situated 
in Bedford County, to wit:

The land referred to herein below is situated in the County of 
Bedford, State of Tennessee, and is described as follows:

LYING AND BEING IN THE SEVENTH (7TH) CIVIL DISTRICT 
OF BEDFORD COUNTY, TENNESSEE, AND BEING MORE

PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS:

SAME BEING LOT 16 IN MYERS PLACE SUBDIVISION, 
REVISED PLAT, SAID PLAT BEING RECORDED IN DEED BOOK 
71, PAGE 125, REGISTER’S OFFICE OF BEDFORD COUNTY, 
TENNESSEE. SAID LOT NUMBER 16 FRONTS 85 FEET ON THE 
NORTHERLY SIDE OF BATES STREET AND EXTENDS BACK 
BETWEEN PARALLEL LINES 150 FEET TO A LINE IN THE REAR 
ON WHICH IT MEASURES 85 FEET.

BEING THE SAME PROPERTY CONVEYED TO KENNETH W. 
ARNOLD, AN UNMARRIED MAN, BY WARRANTY DEED FROM 
MICHAEL ZUCCARO AND WIFE, BRENDA ZUCCARO, DATED 
APRIL 17, 2015, OF RECORD IN DEED BOOK 325, PAGE 303, 
REGISTER’S OFFICE OF BEDFORD COUNTY, TENNESSEE.

Parcel ID: 07-089-J-089-G-L-013.00-000
Commonly known as 113 Bates St Shelbyville, TN 37160
The street address and parcel number(s) of the above described 

property are believed to be correct; however, such references are not 
a part of the legal description of the property sold herein, and, in the 
event of any discrepancy, the legal description herein shall control

This sale is subject to tenant(s)/occupant(s) rights in possession.
This sale is subject to all matters shown on any applicable 

recorded plat; any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, 
easements, or setback lines that may be applicable; any statutory 
rights of redemption of any governmental agency, state or federal; 
any prior liens or encumbrances as well as any priority created by 
a fixture filing; and to any matter that an accurate survey of the 
premises might disclose. In addition, the following parties may claim 
an interest in the above-referenced property: Kenneth W Arnold, 
Aqua Finance, Inc, BNYA LLC.

Notice of Sale Published On-line at HTTPS://BetterChoiceNotices.
com

If the United States or the State of Tennessee have any liens 
or claimed lien(s) on the Property, and are named herein as 
interested parties, timely notice has been given to the applicable 

governmental entity, and the sale will be subject to any applicable 
rights of redemption held by the entity as required by 26 U.S.C. § 
7425 and/or Tennessee Code § 67-1-1433.  

All right and equity of redemption, statutory and otherwise, 
homestead, and dower are expressly waived in said Deed of Trust, 
and the title is believed to be good; however, the undersigned will 
sell and convey only as Substitute Trustee. 

The transfer shall be AS IS, WHERE IS, AND WITH ALL 
FAULTS, and without warranties of any kind, express or implied, 
as to the condition of the Property and the improvements located 
thereon, including merchantability or fitness for particular purpose.  
Trustee shall make no covenant of seisin or warranty of title, express 
or implied, and will sell and convey the subject real property by 
Substitute Trustee’s Deed only. 

The right is reserved to adjourn the day of the sale to another 
day, time, and place certain without further publication, upon 
announcement at the time and place for the sale set forth above. 

This property is being sold with the express reservation that the 
sale is subject to confirmation by the lender or trustee. This sale 
may be rescinded by the Substitute Trustee at any time. 

THIS OFFICE IS ACTING AS A DEBT COLLECTOR AND 
IS ATTEMPTING TO COLLECT A DEBT.  ANY INFORMATION 
OBTAINED WILL BE USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.

Clear Recon LLC
Substitute Trustee
651 East 4th Street Suite 200 
Chattanooga, Tennessee 37403
Phone: (877) 319-8840
File No: 1154-742A
Newspaper: Shelbyville Times Gazette
Publication Dates: 6/25/2026, 7/2/2026
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Middle Tennessee Volleyball 
releases 2026 schedule

MURFREESBORO 
Tenn. – Middle Tennes-
see volleyball announced 
its 2026 fall schedule on 
Friday, featuring four 
non-conference tour-
naments to kick off the 
season, including one at 
home.

The Blue Raiders 
will open the season in 
Asheville, N.C. for the 
Bulldog Invitational be-
ginning on Friday, Aug. 
28, featuring matchups 
with Boise State and 
the host UNC Asheville. 
Middle Tennessee will 
then head to Nashville 
for the Belmont Invita-
tional the next weekend 
to face Samford, South 
Alabama and the host 
Belmont.

The Alumni Memorial 
Gym will see action for 
the first time for the Blue 
Raider Bash on Septem-
ber 11-12, where Middle 
Tennessee will host op-

ponents Georgia State, 
Murray State and North-
ern Colorado.

The Blue Raiders are 
back on the road the fol-
lowing weekend, head-
ing to Fairfield, Conn. To 
face Brown, CCSU and 
the host Fairfield to con-
clude non-conference 
play.

The Blue Raiders will 
be on the road again to 
open Conference USA 
play at Liberty, taking 
on the Flames on Sep-
tember 25 and 26, before 
returning for back-to-
back weekends of CUSA 
matches at home, includ-
ing Delaware (October 
2-3) and FIU (October 
9-10).

Middle Tennessee’s 
CUSA schedule contin-
ues with Western Ken-
tucky (away, October 
16-17), New Mexico State 
(home, October 23-24), 
Missouri State (away, 
October 30-31), and Sam 
Houston (home, Novem-
ber 5-6), before wrap-

ping up the regular sea-
son at Kennesaw State 
on November 13-14.

The 2026 campaign 
will conclude with the 
Conference USA Tour-

nament hosted by WKU 
from November 20-22. 

Keeping Up with 
the Blue Raiders    

Follow the Blue Raid-
ers on social media:   

Twitter/X @MT_Vol-
leyball (https://twitter.
com/MT_Volleyball)    

Instagram @mt_vol-
leyball (https://www.
instagram.com/mt_vol-

leyball/)    
and Facebook Middle 

Tennessee Blue Raider 
Volleyball (https://www.
facebook.com/BlueRaid-
erVolleyball).

MT ATHLETICS

MURFREESBORO, 
Tenn. – Mustapha Bok-
pin was recognized as 
both Conference USA 
Men’s Track Athlete and 
Newcomer of the Year, as 
announced by the league 
office on Friday, June 19.

Bokpin racked up an 
extensive list of acco-
lades across both the 
2026 indoor and out-
door track seasons. Most 
recently, the sophomore 
was named a First Team 
All-American in both the 
100m and 200m races at 
the 2026 NCAA Outdoor 
Track & Field Champi-
onships. Bokpin was the 
only male athlete from 
Conference USA to earn 
First-Team All-Amer-
ican honors, as well as 
the only male athlete 
from Conference USA to 
earn multiple All-Ameri-
can honors.

The Greater Accra na-
tive took home gold in 
both the 100m and 200m 

races at the Conference 
USA Outdoor Track & 
Field Championships, 
earning him Men’s Track 
Performer of the Meet 
and High Point Scorer 
of the Meet honors. Bok-
pin ran a personal best 
mark of 9.94 in the 100m 
at the CUSA Outdoor 
Championships, that 
time breaking the Mid-
dle Tennessee program 
record in the event.

During the indoor sea-
son, Bokpin placed first 
in the 200m and second 
in the 60m events at the 
Conference USA Indoor 
Track & Field Champi-
onships. Across both 
the indoor and outdoor 
seasons, the sprinter 
accumulated six CUSA 
Male Track Athlete of the 
Week honors. 

Bokpin is the first 
MTSU Track Athlete of 
the Year since 2021 and 
the first ever Blue Raider 
to win Newcomer of the 
Year.

Keeping up with 
the Blue Raiders  

Keep up with Blue 

Raider cross country 
and track and field on 
Facebook (Middle Ten-

nessee Blue Raider XC/
Track & Field), Twitter 
(@MT_TrackField), and 

Instagram (@mt_track-
field).

MT ATHLETICS

FIFA World Cup Review: Stars 
Stay Shining, USA Makes History

S H E L B Y V I L L E , 
Tenn. –  Lionel Messi 
scored two more goals 
to set the all-time World 
Cup goalscoring record, 
Kylian Mbappe scored 
twice more to keep pace, 
Christiano Ronaldo an-
nounced his arrival with 
a brace against Uzbeki-
stan, and the United 
States downed Australia 
to start off the tourna-
ment with a pair of wins 
for the first time since 
the inaugural competi-
tion in 1930.

A lot happened this 
past week, starting with 

Lionel Messi’s brace 
against Austria. Argen-
tina defeated the Austri-
ans, 2-0, in Dallas, and 
all five goals scored by 
the Argentines this tour-
nament have come from 
their captain. Argentina 
secured their place atop 
of Group J with the win, 
meaning we may not see 
the magic man take the 
pitch until the Round 
of 32. Messi also is now 
in sole possession atop 
the career World Cup 
goalscoring leaderboard 
with 18 goals, although 
a 27-year old Frenchman 
is hot on his heels.

Kylian Mbappe, who 
brought his own career 

World Cup goalscor-
ing tally up to 14 with a 
brace in a win over Iraq, 
is one goal behind Messi 
for the Golden Boot with 
four goals in two games. 
France look every bit 
the side that many ex-
pected to compete for a 
place in the Final before 
the tournament began, 
but now a real test in 
Norway awaits them on 
Matchday Three inside 
of Group I on Saturday 
night. Both teams en-
ter the match with six 
points, but due to goal 
difference, a draw would 
secure France’s place 
atop the group into the 
knockout round. 

The United States 
used a pair of first-half 
goals in Seattle to take 
down Australia, 2-0, on 
Friday without Chris-
tian Pulisic, and after 
Paraguay defeated Tur-
key later that evening, 
the Americans secured 
the top spot in Group D 
with one game to play. 
The Stars & Stripes sit 
on six points, and with 
the top tie-breaker being 
head-to-head results, 
Mauricio Pochettino’s 
side are mathematically 
unable to be jumped by 
either Australia or Par-
aguay. This should allow 
Pulisic to continue to 
rehab following his calf 

injury sustained in the 
first game against Para-
guay, as well as sitting a 
couple of players against 
the Turks that received 
yellow cards to not risk 
suspension in the knock-
out round that begins 
on Wednesday in Santa 
Clara at 7:00 p.m. CT for 
the United States. 

Finally, Christiano 
Ronaldo announced his 
arrival at this World 
Cup with a pair of first 
half goals in a 5-0 Por-
tugal win over Uzbeki-
stan. Ronaldo became 
only player in history to 
score at least one goal at 
six different World Cups, 
and the 41-year old be-

came the second-oldest 
goalscorer in the tour-
nament’s history. Portu-
gal bounced back after a 
1-1 draw with DR Congo 
to open the group stage, 
and now they take on 
Colombia in Miami with 
first place in Group K on 
the line at 6:30 p.m. CT 
on Saturday in Miami. 

The Round-of-32 be-
gins on Sunday at 2:00 
p.m. Then, three games 
every day take place be-
ginning on Monday and 
lasting through Friday 
before the Round-of-16 
begins next Saturday.

Photo courtesy of MT Athletics.

MTSU’s Bokpin honored with 
two Conference USA superlatives

BY NOAH MADDOX
noah@richardsonmedi-

agroup.net
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S H E L B Y V I L L E 
Tenn. – Corbin Riley’s 
first love has always 
been baseball. Ever since 
he was three years old, 
the Webb School stu-
dent-athlete has been 
drawn to the diamond 
more than anything. 
However, over the past 
couple of years, the 15-
year old has become one 
of the young Crossfit 
competitors in the entire 
country after he quali-
fied for July’s CrossFit 
Games in San Jose, Cal-
ifornia, held from July 
24-26. 

“This is a huge deal,” 
his coach Matt Hender-
son said, “There are peo-
ple who train their entire 
lives and don’t make it 
to the CrossFit Games. 
To be where Corbin is, 
to even make it from the 
open competition to the 
quarterfinals, he’s in the 
top 25%. Then, to move 
on to the semifinals, he’s 
in the top 10% or so from 
the quarterfinals, and in 
the end, he’s in the top 
1% of his age group that’s 
moving on to the Crossfit 
Games.”

There were 116 com-
petitors in the 2026 14-
15 year old age group 
semifinal that was held 
from May 7th through 
May 11th, all online. Typ-
ically the semifinals are 
held in Birmingham, Al-
abama, but this year the 
event organizers decided 
to hold them virtually 
with the all-encompass-
ing event set for the West 
Coast.

Riley started moder-

ately training nearly two 
years ago, but after he 
qualified for the quar-
terfinals in 2025, he and 
his camp decided to lock 
in and aggressively train 
heading into 2026. 

“I started with the 
CrossFit class in Au-
gust of 2024, and I just 
did that consistently 
throughout the year,” 
he said, “Then, I start-
ed working hard and 
consistently on the pro-
grams after that to qual-
ify for the Games.

His coach added on.
“I think one of the most 

impressive things about 
what Corbin has done is 
that he hasn’t been doing 
this for very long relative 
to some of his peers that 
he’s competing against,” 
Henderson explained, 
“For example, he’s been 
doing CrossFit for al-
most two years now, but 
it wasn’t competitive 
competitive CrossFit. He 
was kind of just coming 
in for class, but he wasn’t 
locked in to competing 
necessarily. The peo-
ple that he’s competing 
with now, they honestly 
have quite a few years on 
him. Just the amount of 
growth that Corbin has 
had since October is ex-
tremely impressive.” 

The CrossFit Open 
round took place be-
tween February 26th 
and March 16th, fol-
lowed by the quarter-
finals which were held 
from March 26-30th. 
After Riley’s run came 
to a close in the quarter-
finals in 2025, Hender-
son gives credit to a trip 
down to Florida for the 
stark improvement from 
the rising sophomore.

“We decided to go to 
the competition in Pen-
sacola last September, 
and usually that is a very 
big competition for ath-
letes that go,” Henderson 
explained, “It’s not quite 
like the Crossfit Games, 
but anybody who is any-
body is usually there, so 
it was a good reference 
point for where he would 
finish at even though we 
had not been training 
competitively yet. When 
he went there, there 
were a couple of guys 

that we knew had made 
some semifinals before, 
and Corbin eventually 
finished on the podium 
down there. That is when 
me and him and his fam-
ily got together and had 
the conversation about 
how I think we have 
something here. If we 
step this up a notch, we 
can really get Corbin 
a step further. He was 
competing with a lot of 
these athletes and wasn’t 
even training to the same 
level that they were yet.”

“Just to see the level of 
growth since then, and 
then him being able to 
juggle playing anoth-
er sport combined with 
the schoolwork has been 
really impressive,” he 
said, “A lot of kids he 
is competing with are 
only Crossfit athletes. 
For Corbin to make the 
growth that he’s been 
able to make just says a 
lot about how hard he’s 
worked.”

Riley isn’t just a Cross-
Fit athlete, in fact, he is 
also a member of The 
Webb School baseball 
team. Riley was a fresh-
man on the squad this 
past season that went all 
the way to the Division 
II Class A State semifi-
nals before falling to St. 
George’s, the eventual 
State Runners-Up. As a 
first-year player in high 
school, Riley appeared 
in 23 games, delivering 
four hits, four walks, 
and was hit by three 
pitches at the plate. On 
the mound, he pitched 
4.2 innings and giving 
up just one earned run 
while striking out five 
batters in five appear-
ances out of the bull-
pen. Riley is excited and 
hopeful to continue his 
baseball career at Webb 
for next season.

“My love has definite-
ly transferred over to 
CrossFit, but I definite-
ly still enjoy baseball,” 
he admitted, “It’s fun to 
switch it up sometimes.” 

If becoming the high-
est-ranked American in 
the 14-15 year-old age 
group as well as 11th-
ranked worldwide is just 
“switching it up”, then 
the rest of the CrossFit 
world needs to be on 
high alert moving for-
ward. 

“I’ve always just en-
joyed working out, and 
then after I started do-
ing the class, it just be-
came part of my weekly 
routine,” he explained, 
“It’s something I found 
interesting and enjoyed 
doing, and it’s good to 
try new things. It’s all 
kind of led me to this 
point. I always hoped I 

would, but I never really 
thought that I would get 
here.”  

After he qualified for 
the semifinals, Riley 
faced one more challenge 
on his road to San Jose: 
competing all alone in 
virtually an empty gym. 

 This year they decid-
ed to hold the semifi-
nal competition online, 
and we held them at our 
gym,” Henderson said, 
“We had to set up cam-
eras and tape off the 
area, and then we ba-
sically ran it like a nor-
mal semifinal event just 
with doing everything 
inside of our affiliate 
gym. Doing it online is 
a little different because 
we don’t know everyone 
else’s score. In a regular 
semifinal, you’re in an 
arena around multiple 
athletes, but with the on-
line semis, you have no 
idea where everyone is. 
You’re literally just going 
as hard as you can and as 
fast as you can, and hop-
ing that once the scores 
come out, you did what 
you needed to do.”

When the dust settled 
after the four-day com-
petition, Riley’s name 
sat 11th in the interna-
tional leaderboard, and 
he had the best score 
among fellow Americans 
with 111 points. 

As an aside, in Cross-
Fit competitions, the 
scoring is most akin to 
Golf with the goal be-
ing to end up with the 
lowest possible score. 
In the semifinals, Riley 
finished with 111 points 
across five different 
events. 

The five workouts were 
a combination of differ-
ent exercises that includ-
ed bodyweight move-
ments, conditioning 
workouts, and weight-
lifting.The first event 
was a timed workout fea-
turing five rounds of sev-
en reps of squat snatch-
es at 95lbs followed by 
three rope climbs to 15 
feet per round. With a 15 
minute maximum, Riley 
finished a respectable 
31st with a time of 10 
minutes and 15 seconds.

The second round of 
workouts were more 
challenging, and it saw 
less than 15 athletes ac-
tually fully complete it 
within the allotted time 
of 15 minutes. To start, 
there were three sets of 
20 lateral burpee box 
jump-overs and 10x50-
foot shuttle runs. Once 
completed, the athletes 
then moved onto the 
second part featuring 
three rounds of 100 dou-
ble-unders followed by a 
50-foot handstand walk. 
Riley finished in 36th 
with 293 total reps com-
pleted.

The third set of work-
outs was where the 
Webb sophomore began 
to make his climb up 
the leaderboard. It fea-
tured two timed rounds 
of a 1,000 meter row, 50 
thrusters, and 30 chest-
to-bar pull-ups with a 
25-minute cap. Riley 
secured 10th place with 
an impressive time of 15 
minutes and 32 seconds.

He secured a sec-
ond-consecutive top-
10 finish in the dead-
lift portion. The fourth 
round of workouts was 
one deadlift every min-
ute until failure or until 
the allotted 10 minutes 
were up while increasing 
the weight with each lift. 
The first lift began at 185 
lbs, the second increased 
to 205 lbs, and then 215 
lbs, 225 lbs, 245 lbs, 255 
lbs, 275 lbs, 285 lbs, 295 
lbs, and finally max-
ing out at 305 lbs. Riley 
finished in eighth place 
with 10 lifts before per-
forming extremely well 
on the tiebreaking lift to 
secure eighth position. 

Finally, the fifth set of 
workouts pushed each 
athlete to complete as 
many reps as possible 
within 10 minutes for a 
50-foot walking lunge 
with two 35 lb dumb-
bells, followed by strict 
hand-stand pushups that 
began at two reps and in-
creased by two every set, 
alternating exercises. Ri-
ley finished in 26th with 
61 reps, and reached 
the Top-20 threshold it 
took to qualify for the 

CrossFit Games with a 
comfortable 11th-place 
finish. 

“People work tireless-
ly for their whole lives 
and never make it to this 
point,” Riley said, “This 
is just a dream come 
true to be able to make 
it this far. Ever since I 
learned about CrossFit, 
it’s just something that 
I’ve dreamed of quali-
fying for. I’ve watched 
just about every Cross-
Fit Games that I’ve been 
able to because it was 
something I was looking 
forward to. Being able to 
qualify for it, it’s just su-
per exciting, and I can’t 
be happier with how I 
finished.”

How does a rising 
sophomore train and 
prepare for those work-
outs at such a high level? 
Riley says that during 
the school year, his days 
consist of school, prac-
tice, homework, work-
out, homework, and 
sleep.

“I train about 1.5-2.5 
hours a day every week,” 
he said, “Sometimes it’s 
early mornings, other 
times it’s late nights af-
ter school and [baseball] 
practice. I just try to fit 
it in whenever I can just 
to be ready for the next 
competition.”

Riley’s next com-
petition will be at the 
20th-annual CrossFit 
Games, and they will be 
held in San Jose, Cali-
fornia, from July 24-26, 
2026, live on YouTube. 

To help pay for the trip 
across the country, Riley 
and his family are hold-
ing a fundraiser to help 
pay for expenses to allow 
the sophomore to com-
pete amongst the best in 
the world. If you or some-
one you know would like 
to donate any amount to 
support the local kid’s 
trek across the United 
States, you can reach out 
to Corbin’s mother, Kacy 
Riley, at (931)-224-5241 
as well as Kacywest@
hotmail.com, and you 
can find more informa-
tion on their website, 
www.corbinsroadtocali.
com.

Corbin Riley (pictured) competes in the CrossFit Semifinals in May. With the top-20 athletes qualifying for the Games, Riley finished 
11th to book his spot in San Jose. Submitted Photo.

Shelbyville’s Corbin 
Riley Set to Compete at 
20th-Annual CrossFit 
Games in California 

BY NOAH MADDOX
noah@richardsonmedi-

agroup.net

Corbin Riley (right) with his coach, Matt Henderson (left). 
Henderson has been instrumental in helping Riley qualify for the 
CrossFit Games in California on July 24-26. Submitted Photo.
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OUR CONSTITUTION IS OF, 
BY, AND FOR THE PEOPLE

PAID POLITICAL ADVERTISEMENT

USA, USA, USA
THE FIRST AMENDMENT

Congress shall make 
no law respecting an 
establishment of religion, 
or prohibiting the free 
exercise thereof; or 
abridging the freedom of 
speech, or of the press; 
or the right of the people 
peaceably to assemble, 
and to petition the 
Government for a redress 
of grievances.

Its principles apply 
consistently regardless 
of party, religion, race, 
identity, or who holds 
power.

The Supreme Court’s 
duty is not to serve a 
political movement, a 
president, or a party.

Its duty is to uphold the 
Constitution equally for 
all Americans.


