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Viqueens get recognized
After winning the school’s first 

state championship earlier this 
year, the Community Viqueens’ 
softball squad was honored at the  
Commission meeting.

See Page 10A
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‘Battle of Bedford’
The Cascade Lady Cham-

pions complete ‘Battle of Bed-
ford’ regular season sweep 
against Viqueens.

See Page 10A

The Fly Art Center
The Fly will be holding many 

art classes from Sept. 27 until the 
end of October. A class for all skill 
levels will be available.

See Page 8A

BC student numbers drop but school board members not panicking
Other models of learning, homeschooling, seem to be contributing

Some able-bodied adults on 
SNAP may get the fiscal axe
New federal law updates 
SNAP work requirements 

County financials good
Positive numbers and lots of grants

Criminal Justice-still a chosen career path for many
The young to recovered are finding work in the field

By Dawn Hankins

Bedford County School 
System is down 240 students 
compared to this time last 
year, due in part apparently to 
several kids enrolling in other 
models of education like ho-
meschooling.

Terise Rhodes, school sys-
tem attendance supervisor, 
gave a report during Thurs-
day’s school board meeting 
about the number of students 
fleeing the public school sys-
tem to study in private or ho-
meschool education groups. 

The meeting was held in 
Liberty’s gym on the heels 
of the ribbon cutting for the 
school’s new educational ad-
dition. Several public officials, 
students and parents attended 

the event.
School Board Chair Mi-

chael Cook said from what 
he’s learned from some recent 
meetings, Bedford County 
isn’t in as crucial state as some 
counties when it comes to loss 
of students fleeing toward ho-
meschooling. 

Rhodes said some systems 
are experiencing a 20% drop 
in student population due to 
homeschools.

Cook said Bedford’s low 
percentage is a testament to 
the BC teachers, administra-
tors and staff and the great job 
they do every day.

Rhodes said the number of 
applications for homeschool or 
private school has increased 
by several hundred since last 
year. She continues to receive 

By Dawn Hankins

From grants to state sever-
ance tax dollars, the County 
is moving along with funding 
for several projects, County 
financial management reports 
indicated Tuesday.

As many people have re-
quested, the state mineral sev-
erance tax is now bringing a 
few extra dollars into County 
coffers.

In Tennessee, mineral sev-
erance tax is levied by coun-
ties on minerals severed from 
the ground. The tax rates are 
as follows:

For tax periods beginning 
prior to July 1, 2025: 15 cents 
per ton.

For tax periods beginning 
on or after July 1, 2025, and 
prior to July 1, 2030: 20 cents 
per ton.

For tax periods beginning 
on or after July 1, 2030, and 
prior to July 1, 2035: 25 cents 
per ton.

For tax periods beginning 
on or after July 1, 2035: 30 
cents per ton. 

One hundred percent of the 
revenue from this tax must be 
deposited into the county road 
fund and used for county road 
purposes. 

Bedford County, like Knox 
County, is opting for a higher 
mineral severance tax at 20 
cents per ton. Mark Clanton, 
road superintendent, made 

By Dawn Hankins
dawn@richardsonmediagroup.net

Facebook posts and other 
press releases talk about the 
jobs of the future being cyber-
netics and AI. Still, it’s pretty 
certain that some local folks 
still have lots of interest in the 
field of criminal justice.

Criminal Justice-II stu-
dents at Community High 
School recently competed in 
a local C.T.E. competition-one 
focused on conducting traffic 
stops. 

Students competed in mock 
traffic stops where they were 
required to correctly commu-
nicate radio traffic while si-
multaneously processing and 
administering correct proto-
col and procedures. 

The CJO students also 
learned how to maintain of-
ficer safety with the finished 
product resulting in a warn-
ing, citation and/or arrest.

While some might think 
a person arrested 39 times 
couldn’t even go into criminal 
justice-think again! Amy Mer-
lo, one of the first MRT grad-
uates at the local jail, recently 
talked a bit more about her 
new life and career.

Merlo, known as an MRT 
charter member these days, 
said this week that she’s cur-
rently in Jackson State Com-
munity College-a new venture 
she began in Sept of 2024. 
She’s studying criminal justice 
and says she “loves” every-
thing that she’s learning. 

She works at West Tennes-
see Healthcare as a recovery 
navigator and at Scarlet Rope 
part-time as a PRN. 

Terise Rhodes, attendance supervisor for Bedford County Schools, addressed the school board 
last Thursday about a student population decrease and homeschool and private school numbers.

PRETTY FALL SKY, LOTS OF RAIN
T-G Photo by Dawn Hankins

Fall officially began this week with a lot of rain in the area. 
But in between the storms, life is beautiful in the evening skies. 
Another 1–2+ inches of rain is possible through Thursday, ac-
cording to weather forecasts.

A NIGHT FOR 
PATRIOTS TO CELEBRATE!

BC Schools Communications Photo
Liberty School held its ribbon cutting last Thursday evening 

for its new addition. Several parents and students attended to 
mark the historic occasion. See more photos and a comment 
from the principal on page 2.

NASHVILLE – Tennessee 
Department of Human Ser-
vices (TDHS) announced Mon-
day updates to Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP) work requirements for 
Able-Bodied Adults Without 
Dependents (ABAWDs) fol-
lowing the passage of HR 1 in 
July 2025.

Upon implementation, 
the work requirements 
for the SNAP Able-Bodied 
Adults Without Dependents 
(ABAWDs) will require cus-
tomers to follow certain work 
rules to maintain SNAP eligi-

bility.  The updated ABAWD 
work rules will apply if adults:

•Are between 18 and under 
65 years old

• Do not have a disability
• Do not live with children 

under 14
ABAWD customers may 

only receive SNAP benefits 
for three months in a three-
year period unless they: Work, 
volunteer, or participate in a 
job training program at least 
20 hours a week (80 hours a 
month).

ABAWD customers may 

applications during the year; 
she will turn in all her docu-
mentation to the state Dec. 15.

Cook said the trend is not 
so much due to state vouchers 
but due to choices by parents 
for homeschool settings. He 

said perhaps there is a time 
when homeschooling is the 
best option.

School Board member Da-
vid Brown said while it doesn’t 
seem time to panic, the num-
bers do indicate a possible 

trend. He suggested the board 
continue to discuss this topic 
at future meetings.

Superintendent Tammy 
Garrett said state-wide, since 

“As a recovery navigator, I 
walk alongside others on their 
journey toward healing, of-
fering guidance, support, and 
lived experience. In doing so, 
I’ve learned the value of self-
lessness – sacrificing time, 
comfort, and sometimes even 
emotional energy – not be-
cause I have to, but because 
I’ve gained something greater: 
purpose, connection, and the 
chance to help someone else 
find their way.”

Merlo adds, “Here is some-
thing that I also carry that 
many people shy away from. I 
am a survivor of sex traffick-
ing. At first, I began exchang-
ing sex to support my addic-
tion. It felt like a choice at the 
time, a means of survival. But 
over time, that choice was tak-
en from me. Others saw my 
vulnerability and used it for Amy Merlo

Submitted Photo
Community High School Criminal Justice II students recently 
competed in a local C.T.E. competition-one focused on conduct-
ing traffic stops. Ethan Rowlett earned second place and Austin 
Brown earned first place. From left, CJ instructor Chris Hobbs, 
students Rowlett and Brown and Community Principal Robert 
Ralston.

their own gain, exploiting my 
addiction to control me.”

She explains that what 
started as a way to feed her 
habit became a trap – one 
where she was being used by 

that report Tuesday during the 
financial management com-
mittee meeting.

County Finance Director 
Robert Daniel said during 
this meeting that even though 
there isn’t a lot of revenue to 
show this time of year, sales 
tax was up $37,000 in August 
over the prior year.

EMS reports indicate grant 
dollars are coming up for that 
department.

Interest from the Opioid 
settlement is now coming in 
and will be placed in a sepa-
rate account. The national opi-
oid settlement is the result of 
some major pharmacies being 
sued for over prescribing opi-
oids. Bedford County was an-
nounced as a recipient of set-
tlement funding about 2 years 

See STUDENTS, 2A

See CAREER, 2A

See FINANCIALS, 2A See SNAP, 5A
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Mayoral candidates answer pertinent questions 
about future government management

By Dawn Hankins
dawn@richardsonmediagroup.net

While all offices up for 
election on Aug. 6, are 

important, no doubt the 
buck stops at the mayor’s 
office. As one of the major 
components in the work-
ing government in the 

County, the T-G delves 
into the campaigns of 
those running for office.

Responding recently 
to the T-G’s request for 

comment to some ques-
tions were: candidates 
Chad Fletcher, Curt 
Cobb and Adam Vander-
kin. 

In loving memory 
of Patricia Farrar

513 Madison Street   •   931-684-2443
Serving Bedford, Moore, Marshall & Lincoln Counties Buy and Sell Real Estate

24 Hour Wrecker Service • 931-580-6355FARRAR RENTAL 931-684-5803

James Farrar Blue Jay Farrar Blue FarrarBrooke Anne Farrar

First Commerce 
appoints new 
Bedford County 
market president

First Commerce Bank 
welcomes Daryl O’Neal.

See Page 11A

NEW JUVENILE DETENTION 
CENTER COMES TO FRUITION

Photos by Tav Norman
While it is the hope that this center will never be filled, reality is that it will 

house youth charged with crimes in the near future. County Mayor Chad Graham 
said this week, “I am proud to say that we expect to receive our certificates of 
occupancy by the end of the month for both the juvenile and surplus facilities. 
This will complete all outstanding projects approved under my administration. I 
am grateful to all the folks that made this possible.”

As for the actual opening of the new facility, plans have already begun on the 
necessary steps to facilitate the transfer of juveniles to the new detention center. 

VISION AND PRIORITIES 
FOR THE COUNTY 
Chad J. Fletcher, 
Republican Candidate 
For Bedford County Mayor 

VISION AND PRIORITIES 
FOR THE COUNTY 
Adam Vanderkin, 
Independent Candidate 
For Bedford County Mayor

VISION AND PRIORITIES 
FOR THE COUNTY 
Curt Cobb, 
Independent Candidate 
For Bedford County Mayor

What are your top 
three priorities for the 
County, and how do you 
plan to achieve them? My 
three priorities are straight-
forward. My focus is smart 
growth, safe communities, 
and sensible spending. To 
make these three pieces 
of my vision for Bedford 
County a reality, I will pri-
oritize building a collab-
orative culture across our 
government, partnering 
with our Federal and State 
governments, and insist on 
transparent governance and 
ongoing communication 
with our citizens. My goal 
is to protect our County's 
integrity, natural resources, 
sense of community, and 
Constitutional rights while 
standing firm on conserva-
tive spending and values. 
We cannot move forward as 
a County by embracing the 
status quo and "business as 
usual,” but by working in 
unison towards future prog-
ress, as one. 

Additionally, we must 
transform our budgeting 
process. Moving forward, 
the process must be open 
and clear. The perception 
of backroom politics must 
be replaced with public dis-
course. When our budget 
reaches the Commission 
floor for consideration, it 

must be fully vetted and as 
conservative in regards to 
spending as possible. Fur-
thermore, every line of the 
budget must be reviewed, 
considered, and evaluated 
for need. Where funds can 
be saved, they must be. 
We must find the balance 
between providing a high 
level of service within our 
County while maintaining 
strict spending policy that 
allows us to live within our 
means. Afterall, the tax 
revenue that is generated 
by our County is a result of 
our citizens. Their work and 
sacrifice must be honored. 
That is not negotiable. 

How will you address 

What are your top three 
priorities for the County, 
and how do you plan to 
achieve them? Accountabil-
ity, efficiency and smart de-
velopmental industry.

I will personally hold 
county employees account-
able for the work that they 
do. I will also implement 
several measures in place in 
which to improve the effi-
ciency of the expenditure of 
taxpayer funds. I also plan 
to drive industry back to the 
area like we used to have, 
when many larger business-
es were in the area and pro-
vided hundreds of jobs to the 
public.

How will you address 
the growing concerns 
about affordable housing? 
Our current housing prices 
are primarily driven by the 
sheer number of people mov-
ing to the state of Tennessee 
and to Bedford County. One 
way which could be imple-
mented, that would slow the 
growth of our county and for 
the preservation of our land, 
would be when building a 
new home to set a mandato-
ry requirement of five acres 
of land. This would not ap-
ply for someone with 5 or 
more acres who would want 
to build a home for a family 
member on their land.

What is your strategy 

VISIONS AND PRI-
ORITIES

1. Strengthen Our Econ-
omy-See Economic Devel-
opment

2. Safer Communities 
and Schools-See Public 
Safety Education and Edu-
cation

3. Infrastructure-See In-
frastructure Investment       

Unfortunately, we have 
seen tremendous inflation 
since COVID, and the cost 
of housing has skyrocketed 
across the country. In Bed-
ford County, the Planning 
Commission is responsi-
ble for setting land-use and 
development policy for the 
unincorporated areas of the 
county. Because of that role, 
the Commission’s decisions 
directly influence how much 
land is available for devel-
opment and what types of 
housing can be built. 

The majority of the unin-
corporated areas do not have 
the infrastructure necessary 
to support multi-family 
housing, which is why, to my 
knowledge, none have been 
built in the last decade. To 
be responsible stewards of 
growth, the County should 
only allow new develop-
ments in areas where proper 
infrastructure already exists 
or can be upgraded by the 
developer at their expense.

When I say “we,” I mean 
the entire county, including 
all municipalities, should 
work together to create job 
opportunities, expand tour-
ism, and strengthen our lo-
cal economy. The goal is to 
raise the per-capita income 
and improve the overall 
quality of life for all Bedford 
Countians. I plan to be the 
conduit that brings everyone 
together to work collabora-
tively toward these shared 
goals.

I envision our county 
entering a period of steady, 
well-managed growth that 

strengthens our economy, 
enhances quality of life, and 
preserves the character that 
makes this community spe-
cial. This includes investing 
in modern infrastructure, 
supporting our schools and 
first responders, protect-
ing agriculture, expanding 
broadband access, growing 
job opportunities, encour-
aging tourism, and helping 
small businesses thrive.

I plan for my office to 
offer strong constituent-fo-
cused services, similar to 
the support my legislative 
office provided. Our county 
is home to many nonprofits 
and agencies dedicated to 
helping underserved resi-
dents, yet many people still 
struggle to find the right 
place to turn for assistance. 
My goal is to bridge that gap 
by connecting individuals 
with the resources available 
to them.

I will stay actively en-
gaged in addressing prob-
lems, resolving issues, and 
responding to community 
needs. Whether it involves 
navigating services, coordi-
nating with partner organi-
zations, or helping residents 
find solutions, my office will 
be a reliable point of support 
for everyone in our county.

for improving the quality 
of life for all residents? In 
an efficient and accountable 
approach, we can analyze 
our current resources to 
further improve roads, aid 
in the education of county 
residents, take care of our 
low-income senior citizens 
and veterans, while continu-
ing to build our industry in a 
smart way. This is in effort 
to bring us back to the age 
when we were producing 
something with many good 
companies in our county 
that were employing hun-
dreds of people.

Can you outline your vi-
sion for the County’s devel-
opment over the next de-
cade? I think we need to do 
a better job at holding people 
accountable for what they 
are supposed to do within 
our county. I am primarily 
talking about people who 
work for the county. I also 
feel that we can do a better 

See FLETCHER, 3A

See VANDERKIN, 6A See COBB, 5A
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Tabby Stem is sworn in as a new DAR member.

CHURCH ACTIVITIES
FUMC WORSHIP

Pastor Karen Barrineau will preach “Everlasting Love” from Matthew 
22:34-40; Psalms 52:8 this Sunday at First United Methodist Church 
Shelbyville. Sunday School for all ages begins at 9 am, followed by the 
worship service at 10 am. Nursery and Children's Church are available during 
worship. For those unable to attend in person, FUMC-S offers a livestream 
on Facebook and YouTube and a broadcast on WLIJ 98.7 FM and AM 1580. 

Bedford Briefs
County Meeting

Bedford County 
Committees meet 
Tuesday, July 21, at 5 

p.m., at the courthouse.
VFW Breakfast and 
News

The monthly VFW 

breakfast will be held 
Saturday, July 18, 
from 7 to 9:30 a.m. at 
the VFW building on 

 Visit Wellworth.Bank                      Member FDIC |  Equal Housing Lender 

Your business is worth real solutions. At Wellworth Bank, we 

support your vision and want to see you succeed. After all, 

we’re here for you. Crafting the right solution takes a lot of 

care and commitment, but it’s worth it, because wanting 

you to achieve your business dream is something 

we both have in common.

Your BuSINESS 
IS worth rEAL

SoLutIoNS.

First Presbyterian had 
a great VBS this week

Submitted Photos

Regent Maureen Garrett and Chaplain Aurelia 
Swann with new member Tabby Stem, following the 
ceremony to make Stem an official DAR member.

NEW DAR 
MEMBER SWORN IN

Concert at the Fly Arts Center

Depot Street. The VFW 
Post 5019 was recently 
presented a check from 
funds raised through 
Bedford County Fairest 
of the Fair Pageant.
Governor’s School 
Participant

Among the 32 
students statewide 
to participate in 
the Tennessee 
Governor’s School 
for the Agricultural 
Sciences from May 
31 through June 26, 
was Addison Stoffan 
from Shelbyville. The 
academic program is 
hosted by the University 
of Tennessee at Martin 
and offers rising high 
school juniors and 
seniors the opportunity 
to gain experience in a 
collegiate environment, 
familiarity with 
technology in their 
field and three hours 
of college credit in 
agriculture and natural 
resources courses. For 
more information about 
the Governor’s School 
for the Agricultural 
Sciences, visit www.
utm.edu/AgGovSchool.
Rosenwald 
Community Center 
Events

A farewell reception 
will be held at the 
Rosenwald Community 
Center on Tillman Street 
on July 20 at 10 a.m., in 
honor of County Mayor 
Chad Graham and Sheriff 
Austin Swing, who are 
retiring in August from 
their County positions.

The Rosenwald 
Community Center 
annual fish fry will be 
held Saturday, July 25, 
beginning at 10:30 a.m. 
Take in or out. Fish 
sandwich is $10. Plate 
meals, including sides 
and drink, are $15. 
Proceeds support the 
community center.
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CANDIDATE GREEN 
VYING FOR GOVERNOR

Submitted Photo
Jerri Green, a candidate for TN governor, visited Shelbyville recently, drawing 

a nice crowd out at the H.V. Griffin Park pavilion.
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FLETCHER� From page 1A

Paying cash for old-
er sports card col-
lections. Unopened 
spor ts card cases 
and boxes. Comic 
books and antique 
sports related items. 
Shelbyville 

931-492-4304

WANTED

the growing concerns 
about affordable housing? 
I will continue to urge our 
Planning and County Com-
missions to finish the work 
of developing our 20 Year 
Growth Plan. This has been 
in progress for some years 
and must be finished. Con-
tinuing to stall this work 
leaves the County without 
clear direction and guide-
lines. I will work with our 
County Commission to en-
courage thoughtful zoning 
policies and then demand 
that they be faithfully fol-
lowed. 

What is your strategy 
for improving the quality 
of life for all residents? 
Improving life across the 
County begins with lis-
tening to the needs of the 
people in our County. We 
must have a clear sense of 
the needs that exist. Addi-
tionally, I will ask the Com-
mission to establish a Citi-
zen Resources Taskforce. 
This will bring together 
our churches, government 
agencies, and non-profits 
to develop a comprehensive 
guide to resources already 
in existence so our neigh-
bors can be connected to 
services that can assist them 
without adding additional 
cost to the County budget. 

Can you outline your 
vision for the County's 
development over the next 
decade? In a word, deliber-
ate. The misnomer is that 
growth is beyond our con-
trol and out of our hands 
as a County; not true. Our 
County Commission has 
the power to establish rules 
and policy that determines 
when, where, what kind, 
and how much growth and 
development will occur 
across our County. While 
I believe that development 
will happen, I believe we 
have a responsibility to 
be calculating to allow 
businesses, industry, and 
growth that adds to our 
County without compro-
mising our values and way 
of life. 

How will you address 
the specific needs of the 
County's underserved 
populations? We must de-
velop a unified resource 
guide for families where 
they can turn for assistance. 
By leveraging services that 
already exist within the 
spectrum of our non-prof-
it and church partners, we 
can help families in a more 
comprehensive manner 
while maintaining a con-

servative fiscal stand. 
How would you foster a 

sense of community in our 
rapidly expanding Coun-
ty? For too long, too many 
of our County citizens have 
felt unheard. Community 
engagement must be a hall-
mark of the coming years. I 
will continue to hold town 
hall meetings on a quar-
terly basis across Bedford 
County to ensure that our 
government listens and re-
sponds to "we the people." 
Simply put, a sense of com-
munity can only flourish 
when everyone feels safe, 
heard, respected, and rep-
resented. 

How do you envision 
the future of public trans-
portation? While public 
transportation would be a 
benefit to many, our current 
priority must be to work to-
wards controlling spending. 
We must address the "have 
to's" such as public safety, 
education, and infrastruc-
ture before we can consider 
the “nice to's.' 

How do you plan to 
adapt County governance 
in the face of rapid tech-
nological advancements? 
As technology allows for 
more fiscally productive 
solutions to our work, they 
must be considered. If there 
are ways that will accom-
plish our goal of serving cit-
izens in a common-sense, 
dynamic manner that will 
save time, money, and still 
allow for a high-level of re-
sponsiveness, then it should 
be considered. 

What legacy do you 
hope to leave behind at 
the end of your term? Our 
County is my home. I grew 
up in a Bedford County 
where neighbors helped 
neighbors. I grew up in 
a Bedford County where 
our natural resources were 
abundant and evident. I 
grew up in a Bedford Coun-
ty where people could leave 
their doors unlocked be-
cause we felt safe. 

Simply put, I want to 
ensure that our children, 
grandchildren, and future 
generations can also grow 
up in a County that is safe, 
fiscally sound, protected 
from uncontrolled growth, 
and is abundant in opportu-
nity. We should be a bastion 
of freedom, conservative 
values, and protected Con-
stitutionally guaranteed 
rights. 

What is your plan to at-
tract new businesses and 
jobs? We must combine 

the efforts of our Cham-
ber, Tennessee Economic 
Development Council, and 
Tennessee Department of 
Economic and Communi-
ty Development to identify 
businesses and industries 
that are the right fit for Bed-
ford County; however, we 
must be thoughtful and de-
liberate in this process. We 
cannot sacrifice our natural 
resources and peace chas-
ing empty promises. We 
have already watched that 
movie and know the end-
ing, 

How will you work 
with local small business-
es to support growth? I 
will ask the Commission to 
establish a Small Business 
Task Force to work with 
business owners, County 
government, and the Cham-
ber to identify barriers that 
currently exist to sustain-
able local business. By un-
derstanding their needs in a 
more direct, complete man-
ner, we can work to develop 
structures that will benefit 
both current and future en-
trepreneurs. 

What measures will 
you implement to boost 
local tourism? We must 
create opportunities that 
encourage tourism through 
events such as local festi-
vals, living histories, and 
events. Additionally, I be-
lieve we should partner 
with the Bedford County 
Historical Society and Ten-
nessee Historical Commis-
sion to turn the Old Rock 
Jail into the Bedford Coun-
ty Museum. 

Can you discuss your 
strategy for reducing un-
employment rates? Sim-
ply put, more local jobs 
and better training leads to 
lower unemployment. We 
need continued evolution 
in BCS's CTE programs 
so students learn needed 
skills. 

How will you ensure 
that economic growth is 
sustainable and benefits 
all residents? We simply 
cannot allow industry into 
our County that will abuse 
our resources and threaten 
our peace. Careful research 
must be conducted so we 
know that promised jobs 
will translate into actual 
jobs and that the business 
will be lasting and benefi-
cial. Additionally, Bedford 
County should be a state-
wide leader in agricultur-
al production. Our farms 
should be supported to pro-
duce products that leads to 

added revenue for farmers 
and small businesses within 
our County. 

What incentives or 
programs will you devel-
op to retain young profes-
sionals? We must diminish 
the exodus of smart, talent-
ed young people from our 
County when they feel com-
pelled to leave Bedford to 
find jobs and opportunities 
in other locations. This can 
only be accomplished by 
working to provide the op-
portunities they seek within 
our own borders. We must 
prepare students for careers 
of their interests that match 
the local needs of our own 
business and industry so we 
can develop at home talent 
and grow our own economy 
from within. 

How do you plan to 
balance economic growth 
with the preservation of 
green space? We must have 
a clear, strong 20-year plan 
that regulates growth and 
development, protects our 
natural resources and pre-
serves our County's char-
acter. 

How do you plan to 
assist residents who are 
struggling with the cost 
of living? We must develop 
a unified resource guide to 
help residents in need. Ad-
ditionally, we must consider 
our tax practices. No se-
nior should EVER have to 
choose between paying tax-
es or for food and medicine. 

What kind of infra-
structure investments do 
you believe are critical 
to stimulate economic 
growth? Simply put, we 
must partner with State 
government and utili-
ty companies to improve 
roads, bridges, power, in-
ternet, and sewer. Addi-
tionally, we must prioritize 
services such as emergency 
response, safety, and edu-
cation. We need an EMS 
station on the Wheel and 
Flat Creek side of the Duck 
River to decrease response 
times and prepare for a 
catastrophic flood event 
that could close emergency 
access to that side of the 
County. 

Public Safety and Law 
Enforcement (one re-
sponse for all) Our County 
government cannot work in 
silos. While the varied De-
partments may have both 
authority and responsibility 
that is unique to them, there 
must be a level of consisten-
cy upon which our citizens 
can depend. To that end, I 
am a strong supporter of 
collaborative governance. 

I believe that public 
safety should have a clear 
presence in our educational 
system and in developing 
community policing initia-
tives that will allow com-
munities across the County 
to be part of the solution. 
Using the National Associa-
tion of School Resource Of-
ficer's TRIAD as a starting 
point, our emergency ser-
vices should be encouraged 
to serve/protect, act as com-
munity liaisons, identify 
trends before they become 
issues, and we must educate 
citizens to address issues 
such as opioids, impaired 
driving, and internet safety. 
Additionally, community 
forums must be held to lis-
ten to residents and address 
concerns. 

I believe that we should 
work towards making our 
emergency services fully 
staffed and fairly paid. Un-

derpaid and understaffed 
emergency services pose 
a continued peril to our 
County. Finally, we should 
provide our Sheriff's De-
partment with the tools they 
need to keep Bedford Coun-
ty safe and take those who 
pose a danger to our neigh-
bors off the streets. 

How will you address 
homelessness, and what 
long-term solutions are 
you advocating for? By 
developing partnerships 
between the government, 
non-profits, and church-
es, we can connect those 
in need with the resources 
they need in a more direct 
and timely manner. 

How do you plan to bal-
ance the interests of prop-
erty developers with those 
of existing residents? 
Once again, we must have 
a clear, strong 20-year plan 
that regulates growth and 
development, protects our 
natural resources, and pre-
serves our County's charac-
ter. Once we have clear reg-
ulations in place that have 
the authority of the County 
Commission behind them, 
then we can faithfully en-
force our own rules with 
clear integrity.

How will you work to 
improve the quality of 
education in our public 
schools? While we are tru-
ly blessed to have an excep-
tional Board of Education 
and system leadership, our 
school system must be ful-
ly funded, responsive to 
community expectations, 
in line with the needs of our 
businesses, and support-
ive of student needs. Every 
student should graduate 
from our schools with the 
skills needed to build a life, 
make a living, and invest 
their livelihood in Bedford 
County. 

Infrastructure and 
Public Services-Simply 
put, we must partner with 
stakeholders to improve 
roads, bridges, power, in-
ternet, and sewer. There 
must continue to be on-go-
ing, systemic, and system-
atic partnership between 
our County, utility com-
panies, State government, 
and other associated en-
tities to identify, plan for, 
invest in, and improve our 
infrastructure in a manner 
that is financially informed 
and needs responsive. On 
an ongoing basis, the needs 
of our County's citizens 
must be collected and ad-
dressed to gain a clear, 
comprehensive picture of 
where we are and what 
we need. Additionally, we 
should aggressively seek 
grant funding to help un-
derwrite the local cost to 
some of these needs. 

Finally, we must pri-
oritize services such as 
emergency response, safe-
ty, and education. We need 
an EMS station on the 
Wheel and Flat Creek side 
of the Duck River to de-
crease response times and 
prepare for a catastrophic 
flood event that could close 
emergency access to that 
side of the County. 

We must actively seek 
partnerships and grants to 
improve our County’s sus-
tainability. By diminishing 
our demand for services 
for trash exportation, for 
instance, we could poten-
tially save money for the 
County. Additionally, by 
developing environmental-
ly conscious regulations, 

we can help preserve our 
rivers and land. 

I firmly believe that the 
needs, concerns, and feed-
back from our constituents 
must be heard on an on-go-
ing basis. Our government 
must operate in an open, 
transparent manner. We 
must tear down the percep-
tion that behind-the-scenes 
agreements seemingly lead 
to the decisions that are 
made in our County. 

In addition to ongoing, 
in-person town halls, we 
must leverage social me-
dia as a tool to promote 
communication and re-
ceive feedback from our 
residents. Additionally, it 
will be my expectation that 
calls and email will be re-
turned to residents within a 
reasonable amount of time. 
Afterall, we are in the res-
ident service business 
and no one should reach a 
dead-end in getting infor-
mation from our County. 

Finally, I intend to cre-
ate a Young Resident Ad-
visory Committee. This 
group will be drawn from 
high school and college 
aged residents to provide 
feedback regarding our 
County. In order to address 
the concerns of our young-
er residents, we must create 
a mechanism to receive it. 
From this information, we 
can look for opportunities 
to align our services with 
our resident's needs. 

Transparency and 
Accountability in Office 
(answered as a whole) 
My fundamental belief is 
that the government has an 
absolute responsibility to 
serve our citizens. That is a 
non-negotiable. As a result, 
we must thoughtfully act to 
"shun the very appearance 
of evil (1 Thessalonians 
5:22). To accomplish this, 
we cannot promote con-
flicts of interest nor can 
we allow the perception of 
"back room deals" to wreck 
our credibility. Quite sim-
ply, neither corruption nor 
unethical behavior can be 
tolerated as our responsi-
bility is to serve Bedford 
County and its residents. 

Transparency must be 
the new norm in Bedford 
County. To do this, we 
must actively seek feed-
back from our constituents 
to gain a clear understand-
ing of our effectiveness 
in serving the County by 
leveraging social and lo-
cal media. We must have 
on-going discussions on 
the "state of the County" 
so our residents understand 
where we are, where we in-
tend to go, and what factors 
figure into our decisions. 

Finally, we must 
thoughtfully and compre-
hensively evaluate the ef-
fectiveness of our service 
to our citizens. Developing 
and administering needs 
and satisfaction surveys 
can be conducted for virtu-
ally no charge but provide 
actionable information. 
This must be done as a part 
of our ongoing commit-
ment to our County. 
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ASSEMBLY OF GOD
FIRST ASSEMBLY OF GOD
2510 Hwy. 231 N., 931-684-4809

HASKINS CHAPEL ASSEMBLY OF GOD
425 Haskins Chapel Rd., Lewisburg
931-388-7191

BAPTIST
BELVIEW BAPTIST
471 Troupe Rd., 931-684-3422

BETHANY BAPTIST
210 Richdale Lane, 931-684-8606

CALVARY BAPTIST
405 Lane Pkwy., 931-684-1870

CANNON BAPTIST
713 S. Cannon Blvd., 931-684-5442

EASTVIEW BAPTIST
404 S. Fairoak St., 931-684-9521

EDGEMONT BAPTIST
150 Fairfield Pike, 931-684-7676

EL BETHEL BAPTIST
1624 Hwy. 41A N., 931-684-0691

FAIR HAVEN BAPTIST
2726 Hwy. 231 N., 931-680-9803

FAITH BAPTIST
608 Neely Ave., 931-684-3764

FIRST BAPTIST
304 E. Depot St., 931-684-1634

FIRST BAPTIST
101 Webb Rd. E., Bell Buckle
931-389-9680

FRIENDSHIP BAPTIST
289 Hilltop Rd., 931-695-5119

GALILEE BAPTIST
917 Sevier St., 931-652-8543

GRACE BAPTIST CHURCH
1019 Madison St., Shelbyville
931-492-5037

HURRICANE CREEK BAPTIST
689 Elbethel Rd., 931-684-4754

GET THECoverage
YOU NEED!

• Auto • Home
• Life • Commercial

Templeton & Associates
Insurance

Kay, Zack & Jennifer
108 East Depot Street • 931-684-4380

Mullins Insurance

Things
Hap  en

Because...

p
Kathy Robertson
Mullins Insurance Agency
204 N. Main St
Shelbyville, Tn 37160

Phone: 931-684-7436 or 931-684-7489
Fax: 931-680-0322
Email: Mullins208@yahoo.com

Don Barnes
Realtor®

931-703-1022
DDBarnes@gmail.com

Cindy Barnes
Realtor®

931-703-3738
CindyCBarnes@gmail.com

ColdwellBankerSouthernRealty.com
  Each office is independently owned and operated.

This Devotional & 
Directory is made 
possible by these  
businesses who 

encourage all of us to  
attend worship services.

The Dinner The Dinner TableTable
201 Lane 201 Lane Pkwy, ShelbyvillePkwy, Shelbyville

931-684-5663931-684-5663
Open Monday-Saturday Open Monday-Saturday 6AM to 7PM, 6AM to 7PM, 

Sunday 10-2Sunday 10-2
Lunch buffet Lunch buffet every dayevery day

Pastors eat Pastors eat free on Sundayfree on Sunday

LUTHERAN
CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH
500 Elm Street, 931-684-0202

METHODIST
CANNON UNITED METHODIST
1001 S. Cannon Blvd., 931-684-4767

FIRST UNITED METHODIST
122 Public Square N., 931-684-2535
MULLINS CHAPEL AME
601 Ledbetter Rd., 931-685-4547

PLEASANT GROVE UNITED METHODIST
1597 Hwy. 130 W., 931-294-5477

SCOTT UNITED METHODIST
940 Morton St., 931-684-2297

ST. JOHNS AME
1512 Raby Ave., 931-684-9931

WHITESIDE UNITED METHODIST
2400 Midland Rd., 615-828-8292

WOODFORK CHAPEL AME
1011 Lipscomb St., 931-684-4817

NAZARENE
FIRST CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE
834 Union St., 931-684-3664

HILL TOP NAZARENE
1007 Smith Chapel Rd., 931-65-5234

HIMESVILLE CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE
1614 Hwy. 82 S., 931-694-6920

PENTECOSTAL
EMMANUEL PENTECOSTAL
1005 Belmont Ave., 931-685-6999

IGLESIA APOSTELIC PENTECOSTAL
2216 Hwy. 61 W., 931-680-1539

SHELBYVILLE UNITED PENTECOSTAL
1701 Green Lane, 931-685-9731

WHOSOEVER WILL PENTECOSTAL
219 E. Cedar St., 931-684-4384

PRESBYTERIAN
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN
600 N. Brittain St., 931-684-6541

GREEN HILL CUMBERLAND PRESBYTERIAN
1900 Unionville Deason Rd., Bell Buckle
931-294-2040

NORMANDY PRESBYTERIAN
108 Center St., Normandy, 931-857-9395

SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST
FIRST SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST
101 Church St., 931-685-9588

OTHER
ABUNDANT LIFE
600 Landers St., 931-703-0016

AGAPE WORSHIP CENTER
340 Maplewood Dr., 931-684-1243

BEREAN WAY CHRISITAN FELLOWSHIP
209 Thompson St., 931-703-7076

BLANKENSHIP COMMUNITY CHURCH
3602 Midland Rd., 931-437-2599

CHURCH AT ZION HILL
510 Thompson Rd., 931-581-4777

FELLOWSHIP FOR CHRIST
142 Richdale Lane, 931-684-0949

GATEWAY
1250 Madison St., 931-684-2794

HOUSE OF PRAYER
86 Union St., 931-703-5162

HOUSE OF PRAYER MINISTRY OF FAITH
907 W. Lane St., 931-639-1368

INTERNATIONAL HOUSE OF PRAYER
865 Union St., 931-607-8495

KING CHAPEL CHURCH AT UNION RIDGE
510 Union Ridge Rd., Wartrace, 931-389-6248

LIGHTHOUSE 
111 Church St., 931-684-4900

LIVING STONES COMMUNITY
304 Old Nashville Dirt Rd., 931-684-6883

LIVING WATER
3383 Hwy. 41A N. Unionville, 931-993-2477

MIRACLE TABERNACLE
507 Coble Circle, 931-224-5184

MOUNT VIEW
1331 Horse Mountain Rd., 931-685-0337

MULLIN CHAPEL
601 Ledbetter Rd., 931-685-4547

NUEVA VIDA
1304 Madison St., 931-580-0365

NEW LIFE 
111 Church St., 931-735-6720

PEOPLE’S CHURCH
1890 Madison St., 931-680-4880

THE SHELBYVILLE CHURCH
1014 W. Lane St., 931-492-4747

SHILOH OUTREACH CHURCH
2547 Hwy. 64 W., 931-684-0972

VICTORY CELEBRATION REVIVAL
1000 Colloredo Blvd., 931-680-0302

FIRST CHRISTIAN
309 Madison St., 931-684-7467

CHURCH OF CHRIST
BIRD STREET CHURCH OF CHRIST
428 Bird St., 931-684-3876

CHURCH OF CHRIST
115 High St., Bell Buckle
931-813-3079

EASTSIDE CHURCH OF CHRIST
1803 Madison St., 931-684-8521

FAIRFIELD CHURCH OF CHRIST
3521 Fairfield Pike, Wartrace
931-394-4090

FAIRLANE CHURCH OF CHRIST
101 Dow Dr., 931-684-1583

FLAT CREEK CHURCH OF CHRIST
1404 New Center Church Rd.
931-684-1360 

GREEN MEADOWS CHURCH OF CHRIST
355 Squire Hall Rd., 615-233-5420

RAUS CHURCH OF CHRIST
Smith Chapel Rd. Hwy. 13, 931-857-3362

SOUTHSIDE CHURCH OF CHRIST
108 Narrows Rd., 931-684-1805

WARTRACE CHURCH OF CHRIST
107 Bridgeview Ave., Wartrace
931-389-9496

CHURCH OF GOD
FIRST CHURCH OF GOD
278 Anthony Lane, 931-684-4646

NEW HALEY CHURCH OF GOD
2220 Patricia Dr., 931-685-1159

SHELBYVILLE CHURCH OF GOD
1014 W. Lane St., 931-492-4747

WHITTAKER CHURCH OF GOD
1200 Bethlehem Church Rd.,
423-618-9920

CHURCH OF GOD IN CHRIST
BRIGHT TEMPLE COGIC
516 Elm St., 931-684-7356

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST 
OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LDS
2508 Hwy. 231 N., 931-450-8848

EPISCOPAL
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE REDEEMER
203 Lane St., 931-684-5506

EVANGELICAL
EAST PARK EVANGELICAL
103 E. Pkwy., 256-278-8565

LONGVIEW BAPTIST
101 Cooper Rd., Unionville
931-294-2281

MIDLAND HEIGHTS BAPTIST
2706 Midland Rd., 931-680-0507

MOUNT ZION BAPTIST
101 Dow St., 931-684-1583

MT. ZION BAPTIST
506 Hill St., 931-684-5807

NEW BEGINNINGS BAPTIST
2027 Madison St., 931-703-9972

NEW BETHEL BAPTIST
1832 Hwy. 64 W., 615-684-5636

NORMANDY FIRST BAPTIST
100 Center St., Normandy,
931-857-3800

NORTH FORK BAPTIST
1641 Unionville Deason Rd., 
931-294-5610

ROVER BAPTIST
202 Baptist Church Rd., Eagleville
931-294-5840

SEVIER STREET FIRST BAPTIST
921 Sevier St., 931-684-7460

SHELBYVILLE FIRST BAPTIST
304 E. Depot St., 931-773-0145

SHELBYVILLE MILLS BAPTIST
900 Union St., 931-684-3625

SOUTHSIDE BAPTIST
900 S. Cannon Blvd., 931-684-6138

THOMPSON GROVE BAPTIST
2966 Sims Rd., 931-685-0025

TRINITY BAPTIST
1331 Horse Mountain Rd., 931-492-5480

TWIN OAKS BAPTIST
1710 Mount Herman Rd., Petersburg
931-993-8286

VICTORY INDEPENDENT BAPTIST
2200 N. Main St., 931-684-8114

CATHOLIC
ST. WILLIAM OF 
MONTEVERGINE CATHOLIC
500 S. Brittain St., 931-735-6004

ST. WILLIAMS CATHOLIC
719 N. Main St., 931-694-6154

CHRISTIAN
BETH SHAR SHALOM CHRISTIAN
207 April Lane, 931-680-9777AUGUST 8
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James “Jimmy” 
Clifton Price

James “Jimmy” Clif-
ton Price, age 74, of Shel-
byville, TN., passed this 
life, Friday, July 3, 2026, 
surrounded by his lov-
ing family. He was born 
May 1, 1952, in Spar-
ta, TN., to the late Jack 
and Lucille (Bowman) 
Price. In addition to his 
parents, James was also 
preceded in death by his 
wife, Wanda Mae Price; 
sister, Cynthia Glov-
er Price; and brother, 
Wayne Price.

Jimmy loved to tell 
tall tales and was known 
to be a jokester. He en-
joyed fishing and find-
ing Civil War Artifacts 
while using his metal 
detector.

He leaves behind his 
children, Donnie Lloyd 
Price, Jennifer Briggs, 
and Shelly Pressley; 
grandchildren, McKen-
zie Heflin, Ryan Heflin, 
Charity Briggs and Kim-

berlyn Pressley; great 
grandchildren, Rylee 
Heflin, Andrew Heflin, 
Ryderr Mallard, Tae-
lyn Hampton, Kayden 
Hampton, and Jaxon 
Hampton; and siblings, 
Margaret Bowman, Di-
ane Walchshauser, June 
Walls, Sheila Lovvorn, 
Gary Price, and Tommy 
“Dickey” Price.

The family asks that 
you remember Jimmy in 
your own special way.

F e l d h a u s - G o w -
en-Smith Chapel is hon-
ored to be serving the 
family of James “Jim-
my” Clifton Price.

Thomas F. Lynch
Thomas F. Lynch, age 

82, of Shelbyville, TN, 
passed away on July 10, 
2026, in Murfreesboro, 
TN. Born on January 29, 
1944, in Bedford County, 
TN, he was the son of the 
late Francis Armethia 
Lynch Newsom and his 
step father William F. 
Newsom. Thomas is 
preceded in death by 
his wife, Martha Under-
wood Lynch; a son and 
daughter in law, Thomas 
Jason (Carolyn) Lynch; 
his siblings, Carolyn 
Sharp, Kathy Prouty, 
Mary Leverette, John P. 
Lynch, Randy B. New-
som, Leslie Newsom, 
William Roy Newsom, 
Doyle Newsom; and his 
grandchildren, Totian-
na Marshall and Austin 
Tate Lynch.

Thomas was a believ-
er in Jesus Christ. In his 
mission in life, he was 
always ready to serve. 
He began his career as 
a welder/machinist and 
worked for over 25 years 
helping many businesses 
succeed. Later, he began 
helping build and grow 
Cornerstone Baptist 
Church where he was a 
proud and devoted mem-
ber. He always shined his 
light for Christ in every-
thing he did. Thomas’s 
love and devotion to his 
family will be remem-
bered for many years to 
come.

Thomas is survived 
by his children, Tammy 
R. Lynch of Shelbyville, 
TN., Judy Samatha (Da-

vid M) Evans of Rus-
sellville, AL., Bruce Na-
thanael (Jamie) Lynch 
of Rockvale, TN ;10 
grandchildren; 13 Great 
Grandchildren; 1 Great 
Great Grandchild; sis-
ters, Debbie Fay Newsom 
and Patsy Darlene New-
som; brothers, Claude 
Edwin Newsom and 
Timmy Carl Newsom 
also survive.

A visitation with the 
Lynch Family will be 
Wednesday, July 15, 
2026, from 4PM until 
8PM at Lawrence Funer-
al Home in Chapel Hill, 
TN. Another visitation 
will follow on Thursday, 
July 16, 2026 from 12PM 
until 1PM at Cornerstone 
Baptist Church, 2769 
Hwy 41A SE Shelbyville, 
TN 37160. A Funeral 
Service will follow at 
1PM from Cornerstone 
Baptist Church. Burial 
will follow in Cothran 
Cemetery in Bedford 
Co with Pastor Stephen 
Reeves, Douglas Evans, 
and Randy V. Crosslin 
officiating.

Services in care of 
Lawrence Funeral Home 
203 S. Horton Pkwy 
Chapel Hill, TN.

Carole June 
Keele Ferrell

Carole June Keele 
Ferrell, 82, of Shel-
byville, died July 9, 
2026, at TriStar Skyline 
Medical Center. She was 
born June 17, 1944, in 
Wartrace, TN. She re-
tired from Empire Pen-
cil Mill after 20 years; 
retired after 20 years at 
Fly's Manufacturing Co. 
and Walmart and was 
a member of Wartrace 
Baptist Church.

She was lovingly 
known as Junie by her 
family. She loved cross-
word puzzles, jigsaw 
puzzles and playing 
Rook, but more than 
anything, she loved 
her grandchildren and 
great-grandbabies.

She also enjoyed 
shopping at antique 
shops for the Bluebirds 
she collected.

She was preceded in 
death by her parents, 
James J. Keele and 
Pauline Griffy Keele, a 
daughter, Melissa Car-
ole Ferrell; step-grand-
son, Donald Crowder Jr.; 
brothers, Buster Keele, 
Leroy Keele, Gary Keele; 
sister and brother-in-
law, Louise and Tom Ap-
plegate; son-in-law, Don 
Crowder Sr.; sister-in-
law, Rosie Keele; neph-
ews, James Allen Keele 
and Joe Keele.

Carole is survived 
by her husband of 62 
years, Arthur Dwight 
Ferrell; her children, 
Teresa Renee and Jeff 
Gallagher of Shelbyville, 

Robert Dale and Sandra 
Ferrell of Lewisburg; 
sisters, Mary Holton 
(David) of Shelbyville, 
Sandy Grubbs (Kenley) 
of Wartrace, sisters-in-
law, Shannon Keele and 
Mickey Keele of War-
trace; 3 grandchildren, 
Bobby Ferrell (Nata-
sha), Phillip Ferrell, 
Stephanie Cates (Ryan); 
2 step-grandchil-
dren, David Crowder, 
Crystal Crowder; 5 
great-grandchildren, 
Tevan Richardson, Col-
lin Richardson, Ryker 
Cates, Maddie Cates, 
Lainey Kate Ferrell; 3 
step-great-grandchil-
dren, Mason Crowder, 
Ryan Elizabeth 
Crowder,  Kallie (Alex) 
Bryant and a host of 
nieces and nephews.

Funeral Services 
were held 2:00 P.M. 
Sunday, July 12th, at 
Hillcrest Funeral Home 
with the Rev. Jimmy 
Gray officiating. Burial 
followed at Hollywood 
Cemetery.

Hillcrest Funeral 
Home is in charge of ar-
rangements.

James Paul Giles Jr.
May 27, 1950-July 13, 2026

James Paul Giles, 76, a native of Bedford County, 
and resident of College Grove, died Monday, 
July 13, 2026. Lawrence Funeral Home in 
Chapel Hill is in charge of arrangements.

Death Notices

Obituaries
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A strong community 
grows when people come to-
gether around shared values 
and goals. As County may-
or, I will support local civic 
involvement, and strength-
en partnerships across our 
schools, churches, business-
es, nonprofits, and local 
governments. Protecting 
Bedford County’s neighbor 
helping neighbor spirit will 
remain a priority.  

We are a rural communi-
ty, and I do not expect major 
changes to our public trans-
portation system in the near 
future. Currently, our county 
is served by the South Cen-
tral Tennessee Development 
District’s SCATS program, 
which provides shuttle and 
bus services. You often see 
their vans and buses at our 
senior citizens center, and 
they offer low-cost transpor-
tation for residents who need 
reliable mobility. The coun-
ty mayor sit on the Develop-
ment Districts board. 

Over the past several 
years, I have focused on 
modernizing technology 
within county government, 
beginning with the auto-
mation of key processes in 
the Clerk & Master’s Of-
fice. These improvements 
have increased efficiency, 
reduced manual workload, 
and provided more reliable 
access to information for 
staff and the public.

Building on that success, 
I have developed a broad-
er plan called the Bedford 
Saves Initiative. This initia-
tive outlines a collaborative 
effort with the Finance De-
partment and the County 
Commission to implement 
updated procurement and 
purchasing software. The 
goal is to provide depart-
ment heads and elected offi-
cials with streamlined tools 
that simplify purchasing, 
improve compliance, and 
strengthen financial over-
sight.

In addition, I intend to 
expand the county’s use of 
data analytics, similar to the 
systems already used by our 
first responders. By applying 
data-driven decision-mak-
ing across departments.

Together, these efforts 
represent a forward-looking 
approach to county govern-
ment, one that uses technol-
ogy, collaboration, and data 
to deliver better service to 
our citizens while reducing 
costs and improving ac-

countability.
What kind of legacy do 

you hope to leave behind? 
I’m not concerned with 
building a legacy for my-
self. What matters is helping 
people and improving the 
quality of life for everyone 
in our community. If my 
work makes daily life a little 
better for our citizens, that’s 
enough.

My goal is to strengthen 
our economy by fostering 
effective collaboration be-
tween the county and the 
city, expanding employment 
opportunities, supporting 
sustained tourism growth, 
and establishing a coordi-
nated strategy for business 
retention, expansion, and 
recruitment. Bedford Coun-
ty is uniquely positioned 
for future advancement be-
cause of our location within 
a day’s drive of 78 percent 
of the nation’s population, 
our proven agritourism and 
tourism assets, our rich 
historical heritage, and our 
convenient access to the 
interstate. When all munic-
ipalities work together with 
the county, we can support 
small businesses, increase 
revenue, and enhance the 
quality of life for working 
families and all our citizens.

A modern economy re-
quires a modern skill set. I 
will expand re-skilling pro-
grams through community 
colleges, MTSU, TCAT, and 
employer-based training so 
workers can transition into 
high-demand fields like 
advanced manufacturing, 
healthcare, logistics, and in-
formation technology. These 
programs must be afford-
able, accessible, and aligned 
with real employer needs. 

S u s t a i n a b l e 
Growth-Economic needs 
to benefit everyone, not just 
a few. That means encour-
aging development that 
strengthens our county, sup-
ports small businesses, and 
protects the health, safety, 
and welfare of our citizens. 
I will promote responsible 
land use and infrastruc-
ture planning that ensures 
growth doesn’t come at the 
expense of future genera-
tions. Development should 
pay for itself and not be at 
the expense of taxpayers. 

Retaining Young Pro-
fessionals-Creating educa-
tional more and better pay-
ing job opportunities, invest 
in a better quality of life, and 

letting them have a seat at 
the table.

Balancing Growth with 
Green Space Preservation- 
The Bedford County Plan-
ning Commission is study-
ing this particular issue 
within their proposed land 
use plan. The goal should be 
to protect our communities' 
character as well as protect 
our infrastructure and envi-
ronment. 

Infrastructure Invest-
ments for Long-Term 
Prosperity- Strong infra-
structure is the backbone of a 
strong economy. I will take a 
regional planning focus and 
work with our municipali-
ties and utilities to improve 
roads, broadband access, 
water systems, wastewater, 
and public facilities. This 
approach will strengthen 
our position as we apply for 
programs, grants, and or 
state and federal assistance.  
Investments create jobs, at-
tract businesses, and ensure 
our community is prepared 
for future growth.

Police Reforms and 
Policing Police-The Sheriff 
has the constitutional au-
thority over the county’s law 
enforcement, not the county 
mayor. As county mayor I 
will work with the sheriff to 
make sure that law enforce-
ment is getting the proper 
training and tools they need. 

Mental Health- Working 
in the court system I have 
noticed a rise in the need for 
more mental health services. 
As mayor, I believe we 
should look at grant oppor-
tunities and lobby our state 
and federal government for 
more resources. The county 
needs to promote and assist 
those with a need to utilize 
our non-profits and state 
agencies in areas that pro-
vide mental health services.  
There are resources out 
there that a lot of our citizens 
are not aware of. 

Opioid Crisis-This is a 
very serious and complex 
issue that will require a lot 
of input from various state 
holders to play a critical 
role in finding solutions. 
Like any crisis, I believe we 
should get all the stakehold-
ers at the table to address the 

problem and look at other 
communities that have had 
success. Then create a plan 
and execute it.

Needs of First Respond-
ers-Every strong communi-
ty stands and supports their 
first responders. It is very 
important that first respond-
ers have the tools and re-
sources available to do their 
job and are properly funded. 
Technology, training, equip-
ment, and their well-being 
will be at the top of my list. 
When we invest in our first 
responders, we are invest-
ing in the health and safety 
of our families. Seconds do 
matter! 

Citizens Public Safe-
ty-We should always listen 
to the needs of our citizens 
when making public safe-
ty decisions. Whether it is 
constructive criticism and 
or long-term planning. The 
goal should always be to im-
prove services and response 
times.

Property Developers-I 
am a believer in protecting 
property owners' consti-
tutional rights, but I also 
believe our leaders have 
an obligation to protect the 
public's health, safety, and 
welfare when making de-
cisions regarding new de-
velopments. The county’s 
comprehensive land use plan 
and subdivision regulations 
is where we put guardrails 
in place to protect the pub-
lic. The county planning 
commission is currently in 
the process of updating and 
raising standards for land 
use and development for the 
unincorporated areas of the 
county. The municipalities 
where most of the growth 
occurs are governed by their 
planning commissions, not 
the county. 

Education and Local 
Schools- As County May-
or, I will work closely with 
our schools and the Bedford 
County School Board to 
strengthen education across 
our county.

I bring a strong legisla-
tive record supporting our 
public schools shaped by 
a lifetime connection to 
education. My mother is a 
retired teacher, and I come 

from a long line of educa-
tors. I will coordinate reg-
ularly with the Director of 
Schools and the board to un-
derstand classroom needs to 
support responsible budget-
ing and plan long term im-
provements to facilities safe-
ty and transportation. I will 
bring together county de-
partments, local employers, 
nonprofits, and civic groups 
to work towards expanding 
career pathways and after 
school opportunities for stu-
dents. By keeping commu-
nication open and treating 
education as a countywide 
priority I will work to ensure 
our schools have the support 
they need to help every child 
succeed. Every child de-
serves the best education we 
can provide, and that starts 
with making sure more ed-
ucation funding reaches the 
classroom. 

Infrastructure- A re-
gional approach is the only 
way the county, municipal-
ities, and the state can re-
alistically solve long-term 
infrastructure challenges we 
face. Yes, I will make infra-
structure projects a priority. 

As Mayor, I will bring 
the needs of our utility com-
panies directly to the com-
mission and work with them 
to upgrade and maintain our 
infrastructure. Strong part-
nerships and open commu-
nication are essential. When 
the county, the commission, 
and our utility providers 
work together, ratepayers 
benefit and the public is bet-
ter served.

Public transportation is 
available right here in Bed-
ford County. Through the 
South Central Tennessee 
Development District, the 
SCATS program provides 
dependable transportation 
for our citizens — especially 
seniors, workers, and fami-
lies who need a reliable ride. 
As mayor, I will work to 
make sure the public clearly 
understands that this service 
is available and ready to as-
sist our citizens.

As mayor, I will continue 
to solicit grants and state and 
federal funding to expand 
our access to affordable 
broadband. Bedford County 

has made tremendous prog-
ress, but there is still a lot of 
work to do. 

I will work to partner 
and assist our county road 
superintendent who has con-
stitutional authority over our 
roads. Roads will be a prior-
ity.

The county commission 
votes and sets the budget, 
not the mayor. I will advise 
the commissioners, and lay 
out what I believe the prior-
ities are, so they can make 
sound decisions on our in-
frastructure needs.

As mayor, I will enhance 
the county preparedness for 
natural disasters and emer-
gencies by being involved 
with our homeland security 
district meetings, training, 
and working with our Emer-
gency Management Agency 
as well as all of our public 
safety departments to pre-
pare and train as well as to 
have the resources ready and 
available.

I believe we can engage 
our youth in civic affairs by 
supporting the Youth Lead-
ership Bedford Program. 

I will address public con-
cerns by having an open-
door policy. I believe we 
should use technology and 
other tools to open govern-
ment and increase access to 
our county officials and de-
partments. 

Transparency and ac-
countability have guided 
my public service. I have 
served as a State Represen-
tative, and I have served as 
the Clerk & Master since 
2009, a position that plac-
es a great deal of emphasis 
on trust. I have chaired the 
Bedford County Commu-
nications District Board, 
E-911, for over a decade, 
and I have been involved in 
strengthening campaign-re-
form laws on the state level, 
and accountability policies 
on the local level. The Uni-
versity of Tennessee CTAS 
used my financial, opera-
tional, and internal-controls 
policy as a model to teach 
other county offices in the 
state. I will continue to serve 
the public, and I believe my 
character and reputation will 
speak for itself. 
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job at being more efficient in 
spending taxpayer dollars. 
With these two approaches 
to our current situation and I 
feel this will free up resourc-
es and funds or better roads 
and many other opportuni-
ties to further develop our 
county in an efficient man-
ner.

How would you foster 
a sense of community in 
our rapidly expanding 
County? I would like to see 
better communication and 
better visibility of County 
events. I feel a centralized 
location would be good for 
county meetings updated 
on the calendar as well as a 
calendar of month-to-month 
events in general, through-
out the county. I also feel we 
need a farmer’s market that 
is open most of the year on 
most weekends. Our current 
farmer’s market located in 
Shelbyville operates at such 
an odd time and day I feel 
most working people are not 
able to attend and also do not 
even know about it.

How do you envision 
the future of public trans-
portation? I feel the current 
public transportation situa-
tion should remain the same.

How do you plan to 
adapt County governance 
in the face of rapid techno-
logical advancements? As I 
have almost 20 years’ expe-
rience in Information Tech-
nology, I am an ideal person 
for directing the technology 
Advancements for county. I 
plan to use my many years 
of experience to efficiently 
develop and advance our 
Technological capabilities.

What legacy do you 
hope to leave behind at the 
end of your term? I desire 
our county to have the in-
dustry and job opportunities 
that we used to have. There 
used to be hundreds of jobs 
available in our county and 
many big companies were 
developing the area in a 
smart way with also the 
idea of preserving our land. 
We were a county that was 
producing something. I en-
vision our county being a 
place where people can go 
to work, live and to be en-
tertained without having to 
leave the county.

What is your plan to 
attract new businesses and 
jobs? I think while work-
ing in conjunction with the 
mayor of Shelbyville and 
other necessary parties, we 
can further communicate to 
expanding businesses that 
Bedford County is open for 
business. I know in recent 
history development of 231 
was really the priority for 
businesses, which was not 
always ideal. I think there 
are several places around the 
county that would be desir-
able locations for interested 
businesses. Communication 
will be drawn up and sent 
to expanding businesses, in-
forming them of our desire 
to aid them in their devel-
opment of their product and 
business. I also think the im-
provement of roads and the 
beautification of certain ar-
eas as well as further fortifi-
cation of our infrastructure, 
mainly water, power and 
sewer would be desirable to 
interest in businesses.

How will you work with 
local small businesses to 
support their growth? For 
some businesses, I think 
a more expanded farmer’s 
market would further aid 
local businesses and pro-
vide them the opportunity to 
share with the county their 
products and services.

What measures will 
you implement to boost 
local tourism? Further 
Beautification of our areas 
as well as development of 
our current infrastructure 
of water, power and sew-
er will definitely aid in this 
measure. I think further sup-

port of good businesses like 
Cooper steel and The Grind-
stone Cowboy is exactly 
what we need. These are 
just two examples of good 
companies who are giving 
back to the community and 
further developing opportu-
nities for entertainment and 
other general venues which 
is sorely needed in our com-
munity. Further work with 
the Sheriff’s Office and their 
needs will also help by driv-
ing down crime, which will 
in turn make a safer area and 
drive tourism.

Can you discuss your 
strategy for reducing un-
employment rates? I feel 
my comments on the devel-
opment of our area as previ-
ously mentioned with driv-
ing industry back to our area 
like we used to have, would 
satisfy our unemployment.

How will you encourage 
innovation and technolog-
ical advancements within 
local industries?

What is your approach 
to workforce development 
and re-skilling of work-
ers? I think further devel-
opment with the TCAT and 
as an example the wing that 
was added onto community 
high school as opportunities 
for young and old to learn 
new skills and become more 
educated is what is needed. 
If there are some advanced 
classes that are not offered 
within our Bedford Coun-
ty School System, I would 
certainly encourage it. I do 
know of many classes that 
are not offered. I also have 
many contacts at the De-
partment of Education in 
Nashville that I could use to 
further aid us in this.

How do you plan to 
assist residents who are 
struggling with the cost of 
living? I’m in full support of 
the senior citizen property 
tax freeze. I’m also in full 
support of assisting our vet-
erans who are struggling in 
this area.

What kind of infra-
structure investments do 
you believe are critical 
to stimulate economic 
growth? A solid reliable 
dependable infrastructure, 
mainly water, power, sewer 
and garbage.

What reforms, if any, 
would you like to imple-
ment within the local 
police force? I’m in full 
support of expanding the 
number of officers that are 
sorely needed for the Sher-
iff’s Office. This will allow 
for better response times 
and more localized officers 
to address crime, drugs and 
general assistance to our cit-
izens.

What is your stance on 
community policing and 
police accountability? 
Community involvement is 
a great way for there to be 
more eyes in an area as we 
cannot have police every-
where nor do we desire to. 
There are certainly a good 
number of officers that are 
needed to patrol an area and 
with their advanced training 
to address those most chal-
lenging situations.

In what ways will you 
prioritize mental health in 
relation to public safety? 
I’m in support of the current 
need for our area to develop 
a more centralized location 
for and resources provide 
for those who are struggling 
with this problem.

How will you support 
the needs of first respond-
ers? I strongly support our 
first responders and my 
support of the expansion 
the Sheriff’s Department as 
well a other first responders 
will be carried into my term. 
Support will be generated in 
an efficient manner of de-
livering them the funds and 
training that is needed, as 
well as efficiently analyzing 
the support that is currently 

being given to ensure ef-
fective response times and 
trained personnel are on site 
when needed.

How will you involve 
citizens in the conversation 
about public safety and 
crime prevention? I further 
encourage attendance to our 
County public safety meet-
ings as well as encourage 
ideas and communication 
from the public to our coun-
ty commissioners. I want to 
make sure that the people 
are being heard.

How will you address 
homelessness, and what 
long-term solutions are 
you advocating for? There 
is no easy fix for this. I know 
a lot about this as having 
lived for many years in a 
large populated area as well 
as working in a large city 
with a large population of 
homeless.

How do you plan to 
balance the interests of 
property developers with 
those of existing residents? 
I think accountability is a 
good start for this. No back-
room deals! No, no, no! I 
stand strongly on this. I also 
feel that mandatory 5 acres 
of land as discussed earlier, 
will aid in this.

How will you work 
to improve the quality 
of education in our pub-
lic schools? As I recently 
worked at the Department 
of Education in Nashville, 
I built many good relation-
ships in that department that 
I know I can call upon to 
further aid us in the devel-
opment of the quality of our 
education. This as well as 
other items that I have dis-
cussed earlier should help us 
in our endeavor.

What steps will you 
take to maintain and im-
prove critical utilities like 
water and electricity? This 
is something that I am pas-
sionate about. We should be 
improving our utilities such 
as water, power, sewer and 
trash quickly and efficient-
ly. As our water situation 
does not just encompass 
our county but involves sur-
rounding counties that use 
the Duck River. I feel it is 
a larger issue, but it is still 
solvable. I will work with 
the utility companies as well 
as with Congress and state 
to solve the problem at hand. 
My solution to this I believe 
will require their assistance. 
I have already spoken to 
people running for governor 
and for Congress informing 
them of my desire to im-
prove our water situation in 
previous encounters. Our 
power, sewer and trash I 
believe can be handled at a 
county level. I will continue 
to analyze the situation and 
bring in necessary resources 
as well as coordinate with 
the appropriate individuals 
to improve our infrastruc-
ture.

What investments will 
you make in digital in-
frastructure to support a 
modern economy? With 
my extensive background in 
Information Technology, I 
do very much have a desire 
to implement technological 
tools into our county at an 
administrative level and our 
general overall infrastruc-
ture.

How do you plan for 
success in the area of re-
pair and maintain the ag-
ing roadways? My desire is 
to implement a road damage 
reporting system with assis-
tance from our residents that 
can report potholes, cracks 
and other larger dangers 
to our roadways. This will 
serve as a central reporting 
and tracking system where 
we can prioritize and further 
address outstanding repairs 
to our road infrastructure. 
This will also give us a bet-
ter understanding of what 
needs to be repaired as well 

as triage of those repairs. 
How will you manage 

the County’s budget to 
handle necessary infra-
structure improvements? I 
will handle the budget in an 
efficient manner by imple-
menting cost savings where 
possible in the same way 
that I did when I saved the 
Department of Education 
IT budget in Nashville, hun-
dreds of thousands of dol-
lars by implementing cost 
saving measures while still 
delivering quality service. I 
will personally hold people 
accountable for the expen-
diture of taxpayer funds. 
We must eliminate waste or 
abuse and especially fraud 
wherever possible. I will 
also be personally reviewing 
any conflicts of interest that 
can and will save taxpayer 
dollars.

How will you ensure ef-
fective and efficient public 
service delivery across the 
County? A: By analyzing 
the current services being 
provided and improving 
where needed as well as 
holding leaders accountable.

What strategies will 
you use to enhance the 
County’s resilience to nat-
ural disasters and emer-
gencies? We can take proac-
tive steps to ensure that we 
have good communication 
between emergency Man-
agement and county leader-
ship. We can also ensure that 
we have emergency funds 
set aside we can ensure that 
we have a good relationship 
with the state Emergency 
Management team. We can 
also participate in tabletop 
exercises the plan for future 
emergencies.

What specific steps 
will you take to make the 
County more environmen-
tally friendly? We can par-
ticipate in county cleanup 
activities such as the cleanup 
of the Duck River which I 
have participated in twice. 
We can plant many trees 
on county property as well 
as encouraging planting of 
trees in our communities 
we can also review parks to 
ensure They have adequate 
resources and are being uti-
lized properly.

How will you engage 
the community in envi-
ronmental stewardship? 
One way we can do this is 
by encouraging the planting 
of trees on residents’ proper-
ties. We can also ensure that 
the trash services are up to 
code and that they are serv-
ing our citizens well.

How will you ensure 
that the voices of all city 
residents are represented 

in your administration? 
By listening to the people 
who contact or approach the 
mayor’s office. Also encour-
aging a listening ear by our 
county commissioners as 
well as other county employ-
ees. Encouraging public at-
tendance to county meetings 
where their voices can be 
heard on important issues.

How would you en-
hance transparency and 
openness in government 
proceedings? No more 
backroom deals! I am very 
passionate about this. No 
hidden agendas! No con-
flicts of interest! I don’t 
owe anyone any favors, and 
I certainly don’t intend on 
creating any situations as to 
where I would. I will ensure 
that our work at the county 
is being done with enhanced 
transparency and efficiency.

How do you plan to 
engage residents in pol-
icy-making and county 
planning processes? We 
have a number of citizens 
from the county on the plan-
ning board already, but I will 
also encourage public atten-
dance to planning meetings 
and other county meetings.

As stated before, I will 
also encourage county em-
ployees to listen to the pub-
lic.

What measures will 
you implement to make it 
easier for residents to ac-
cess government services? 
I mentioned earlier about 
creating a centralized loca-
tion for mental health ser-
vices. This I feel is a good 
start but I will also review 
other options to improve ac-
cess to government services.

How will you use social 
media and other technolo-
gies to reach out to constit-
uents? A desire to have a re-
newed focus to improve the 
county’s social media pres-
ence. Also as stated before, 
my desire is to improve the 
use of Information Technol-
ogy tools in the county.

How do you plan to 
address public concerns 
promptly and effectively? 
I plan to use Information 
Technology tools to aid with 
this. What specific approach 
will you take to handle cit-
izen feedback and com-
plaints? A: I am here for the 
people and if elected, I feel I 
got there because the people 
wanted me to be there. My 
desire is to represent them. I 
would also encourage coun-
ty commissioners and other 
leaders in the county to work 
and feel the same way.

How will you ensure 
that County meetings are 
productive and approach-

able for residents? We will 
continue to be open in our 
meetings to interested par-
ties as well as being trans-
parent in our dealings. No 
backroom deals. I will en-
sure that agendas are created 
and followed as well as fol-
low up items are addressed.

What will you do to 
hold yourself and your ad-
ministration accountable 
to the public? Duty and 
honor, that is just my char-
acter. That is something 
that I feel very strongly 
about. I feel that if elected, 
that I was elected because 
the people wanted me to be 
there and that it is my duty 
to represent them. I would 
work for them in all that I 
do planning for the future. 
It is my responsibility to do 
a great job and to take care 
of the county.

Which measures will 
you implement to ensure 
that your administration’s 
decisions are data-driven 
and evidence-based?  I am 
very much a data-driven 
person, which follows along 
nicely with my information 
technology career which 
is all data-driven and evi-
dence based.

How do you plan to 
make your policy deci-
sions and the reasons be-
hind them more accessible 
to residents? This informa-
tion will be provided in reg-
ular reports to the public.

What are your strate-
gies to audit and improve 
government efficiency 
throughout departments? 
I have a natural ability to 
improve efficiency with 
projects and overall work. 
I will also use years of ex-
perience, training tools 
and techniques which have 
been learned throughout a 
long career in information 
technology. With this expe-
rience, I plan to use this to 
improve efficiency through-
out the county.

How will you handle 
conflicts of interest within 
your administration? The 
plan to discover them and 
eliminate them wherever 
possible. No holds barred.

What systems will you 
put in place to monitor the 
performance and success 
of your initiatives? There 
are several information 
technology tools that can be 
used for this purpose.

What is your policy on 
transparency with regard 
to campaign financing 
and donations? I feel there 
should be complete trans-
parency on where campaign 
funds and donations have 
come from.
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NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Estate of Bonnie Mae Williams, Deceased

Notice is hereby given that on June 30, of 2026 Letter of Ad-
ministration in respect of the estate of Bonnie Mae Williams who 
died 02/12/2026, were issued to the undersigned by the Bedford 
County Chancery Court of Bedford County, Tennessee. All per-
sons, resident and Non-resident, having claims, matured or un-
matured, against the estate are required to file the same with the 
Clerk of the above-named Court on or before the earlier of the 
dates prescribed in (1) or (2) otherwise their claims will be forever 
barred:

(1) (A) Four (4) months from the date of the first publication (or 
posting, as the case may be) of this notice if the creditor received 
an actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty (60) days 
before the date that is four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication (or posting); or

    (B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor received an 
actual copy of the notice to creditors if the creditor received the 
copy of the notice less than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is 
four (4) months from the date of the first publication (or posting) as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s date of death.
This the 30th day of June, 2026.
/s/ Brenna Kay Stowell, Executrix
/s/ Trisha L Henegar, Attorney
/s/ Curt M. Cobb, Clerk and Master/Deputy Clerk             (792tp)

SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE’S NOTICE OF SALE OF REAL ESTATE
Notice is hereby given that for default in payment of the debt 

secured by the Deed of Trust from JAMES CHADWICK TUCKER, to 
Richard W. Gabriel, Trustee, dated January 31, 2024, and recorded 
in Trust Deed Book 1109, Page 413, Register’s Office of Bedford 
County, Tennessee, and Jeremy B. Bell appointed as Successor 
Trustee by instrument of record in Trust Deed Book  1194, page 753, 
Register’s Office of Bedford County, Tennessee, the undersigned, 
as Substitute Trustee, at the request of Donald Parker, the owner 
and holder of said debt and pursuant to the authority of the Deed of 
Trust has demanded that the below described property be advertised 
and sold in satisfaction of the debt, will sell at the front door of the 
Bedford County Courthouse located at 1 Public Square, Shelbyville, 
Tennessee, on July 31, 2026, at 10:00 a.m. local prevailing time to 
the highest bidder, for cash, the following property located in the 
Twenty-Third (23rd) Civil District of Bedford County, TN:

TRACT NO. 1: Lying and being in the Twenty-third (23rd) Civil 
District of Bedford County, Tennessee, being more particularly 
described as follows, to-wit: The following described tract is bound 
on the West by State Highway 130, on the South by Patricia J. 
Ellerth, on the North by Roy W. Turner and Kerry B. Canady, and on 
the East by Kerry B. Canady and Terry Preston. Beginning at a ½’ 
rebar set in the East margin of State Highway 130 (30 feet from the 
center), said point being the Northwest corner of Patricia J. Ellerth 
(Deed Book 320, Page 284) and the Southwest corner of this tract, 
said point being the Northwest corner of Tract 6, James C. Burns, 
Jr., Property (Plat Book A, Page 278); THENCE with said margin, 
North 44° 27’ 56” West, 274.08 feet to a 1” pipe found; thence with 
Roy W. Turner (Deed Book 220, Page 567) and Kerry B. Canady 
(Deed Book 320, Page 670), North 45° 25’ 52” East, 446.09 feet to 
a ½” rebar found; thence with Kerry B. Canady (Deed Book 320, 
Page 670), South 44° 34’ 53” East, 74.60 feet to a ½” rebar found; 
thence with Terry Preston (Deed Book 239, Page 783), South 44° 
13’ 07” East, 200.38 feet to a ½” rebar found; thence with Patricia 
J. Ellerth (Deed Book 320, Page 284), South 45° 32’ 46” West, 
445.38 feet to the beginning; containing 2.81 acres, more or less.  
The above description is taken from a survey plat dated February 
23, 2016 by Stanley Todd Reese, Tennessee Registered Land 
Surveyor, Certificate number 2648, Reese Land Surveying, 112 
East Commerce Street, Lewisburg, TN 37091.

TRACT NO. 2: Lying and being in the Twenty-third (23rd) Civil 
District of Bedford County, Tennessee, and being more particularly 
described as follows, to-wit:  Being all of that property noted as 
“Parcel B” consisting of 1.33 acres, as shown on the plat of Terry 
L. Preston Additions, Final Plat, dated January 4, 2019, of record 
at Plat Cabinet J, Envelope 81, Register’s Office, Bedford County, 
Tennessee.

Being the same property conveyed to James Chadwick Tucker, 
an unmarried man, by deed of record in Deed Book 387, page 722, 
Register’s Office of Bedford County, Tennessee.

THE PROPERTY ADDRESS:  1419 Hwy 130-E, Shelbyville, 
TN  37160

Parcel ID: Map 099; Parcel 017.00
This sale of the property will be without warranty of any kind and 

is further subject to subject to all unpaid taxes, parties in possession, 
any facts or claims which could be ascertained by an inspection of 
the above-described property and subject to the following documents/
instruments of record in the Bedford County Register of Deeds:

1. All easements, restrictions and other matters noted on deed 
of record in Deed Book 387, page 722, Register’s Office of Bedford 
County, Tennessee;

2. Right-of-way for State Highway 130.
along with any other applicable easements and restrictions, 

prior liens or mortgages, if any.   Said sale shall also be subject 
to any statutory rights of redemption of any governmental agency, 
state or federal, as well as any priority created by fixture filing; and 
subject to any matter that an accurate survey of the premises might 
disclose.  	

This is an attempt to collect a debt, and any information obtained 
will be used for that purpose.  This communication comes from a 
debt collector.  

If the highest bidder is unable to comply with the terms of the 
sale, I reserve the right to proceed to the next highest bidder able 
to comply or re-advertise, if I so choose.  The terms and conditions 
of the sale are subject to any other announcements which may be 
made at the date of sale.  The right is reserved to adjourn the day 
of the sale to another date certain, without further publication, upon 
announcement at the time set above.

Proceeds of the sale shall be applied as provided for by the terms 
of the Deed of Trust.  Said Deed of Trust is made a part hereof as 
if copied verbatim.  

Third party internet posting website is: www.foreclosuretennessee.
com

This notice will be published in the Shelbyville Times-Gazette 
three times on the following dates: July 9, 2026, July 16, 2026, 
and July 23, 2026.

Dated this 7th day of July, 2026.
JEREMY B. BELL, Substitute Trustee
For Donald Parker

NOTICE OF SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE’S SALE 
WHEREAS, default has occurred in the performance of the 

covenants, terms and conditions of a Deed of Trust dated June 
2, 2017, executed by KENDALL C HAMPTON and TORREZ 
HAMPTON conveying certain real property therein described to 
RANDALL CLEMONS, as Trustee, as same appears of record in 
the Register`s Office of Bedford County, Tennessee recorded June 
12, 2017, in Book TD881, Page 962; and 

WHEREAS, the beneficial interest of said Deed of Trust was 
last transferred and assigned to Citizens Bank, N.A.  who is now 
the owner of said debt; and

WHEREAS, the undersigned, Rubin Lublin TN, PLLC, having 
been appointed as Substitute Trustee by instrument to be filed 
for record in the Register’s Office of Bedford County, Tennessee.  

NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby given that the entire 
indebtedness has been declared due and payable, and that the 
undersigned, Rubin Lublin TN, PLLC, as Substitute Trustee or his 
duly appointed agent, by virtue of the power, duty and authority 
vested and imposed upon said Substitute Trustee will, on August 
6, 2026 at or about 10:00 AM at the front steps of the Bedford 
County Courthouse, Shelbyville, Tennessee, proceed to sell at 
public outcry to the highest and best bidder for cash or certified 
funds ONLY, the following described property situated in Bedford 
County, Tennessee, to wit:

LAND LOCATED IN BEDFORD COUNTY, TENNESSEE, 
BEGINNING AT A METAL PIN ON THE SOUTH MARGIN OF COOP 
ROAD 2498.5 FEET EAST OF THE CENTER LINE OF HIGHWAY 
231 BEING MEASURED ALONG THE SOUTH MARGIN OF COOP 
ROAD; THENCE SOUTH 49 DEG. 29 MIN. EAST 130.1 FEET TO 
A POINT ON THE SOUTH MARGIN OF SAID ROAD; THENCE 
SOUTH 42 DEG. 25 MIN. EAST 140.2 FEET TO A POINT ON THE 
SOUTH MARGIN OF SAID ROAD AND THE WEST MARGIN OF 
AN ENTRANCE DRIVEWAY; THENCE FOLLOWING THE WEST 
MARGIN OF THE SAID DRIVEWAY SOUTH 57 DEG. 49 MIN. 
WEST 81.7 FEET; SOUTH 69 DEG. 20 MIN. WEST 101.0 FEET; 
SOUTH 60 DEG. 15 MIN. WEST 53.5 FEET; SOUTH 52 DEG. 22 
MIN. WEST 41.5 FEET; SOUTH 41 DEG. 45 MIN. WEST 259.8 
FEET; SOUTH 88 DEG. 54 MIN. WEST 212.2 FEET TO A METAL 
PIN ON THE NORTH MARGIN OF THE SAID DRIVEWAY AND ON 
A TRACT LINE; THENCE NORTH 25 DEG. 56 MIN. EAST 386.0 
FEET TO A PAINTED ROCK; THENCE SOUTH 79 DEG. 30 MIN. 
EAST 131.7 FEET TO A METAL PIN; THENCE NORTH 35 DEG. 
08 MIN. EAST 237.07 FEET TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING, AND 
CONTAINING 3.00 ACRES MORE OR LESS.

BEING THE SAME PROPERTY CONVEYED TO KENDALL 
C. HAMPTON AND TORREZ HAMPTON, WIFE AND HUSBAND, 
BY WARRANTY DEED FROM LONNA M. MODERSOHN AND 
HUSBAND, GREGORY T. MODERSOHN OF RECORD IN BOOK 
D338, PAGE 258, IN THE REGISTER`S OFFICE OF BEDFORD 
COUNTY, TENNESSEE.

Parcel ID: 022-034.01
PROPERTY ADDRESS: The street address of the property is 

believed to be 629 COOP RD, BELL BUCKLE, TN 37020. In the 
event of any discrepancy between this street address and the legal 
description of the property, the legal description shall control.  

CURRENT OWNER(S): TORREZ & KENDALL HAMPTON AS 
TRUSTEE OF THE HAMPTON FAMILY LIVING TRUST, DATED 
MARCH 4, 2024 

OTHER  INTERESTED PARTIES: 
BANK OF AMERICA, N.A. , WILSON BANK & TRUST 
The sale of the above-described property shall be subject to 

all matters shown on any recorded plat; any unpaid taxes; any 
restrictive covenants, easements or set-back lines that may be 
applicable; any prior liens or encumbrances as well as any priority 
created by a fixture filing; and to any matter that an accurate survey 
of the premises might disclose. This property is being sold with the 
express reservation that it is subject to confirmation by the lender 
or Substitute Trustee. This sale may be rescinded at any time. This 
sale is subject to purchaser’s tendering to Rubin Lublin, LLC, anti-
money laundering information as required pursuant to the FinCEN 
Real Estate Report Rule. Failure to provide information, could result 
in rescission of the sale. The right is reserved to adjourn the day 
of the sale to another day, time, and place certain without further 
publication, upon announcement at the time and place for the sale 
set forth above. All right and equity of redemption, statutory or 
otherwise, homestead, and dower are expressly waived in said Deed 
of Trust, and the title is believed to be good, but the undersigned 
will sell and convey only as Substitute Trustee. The Property is sold 
as is, where is, without representations or warranties of any kind, 
including fitness for a particular use or purpose.

THIS LAW FIRM IS ATTEMPTING TO COLLECT A DEBT. ANY 
INFORMATION OBTAINED WILL BE USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.

Rubin Lublin TN, PLLC, Substitute Trustee
3145 Avalon Ridge Place, Suite 100
Peachtree Corners, GA 30071
rlselaw.com/property-listing
Tel: (877) 813-0992
Fax: (470) 508-9401
A copy of this notice is being published at www.BetterChoiceNotices.

com (793tc)

NOTICE OF SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE’S SALE 
WHEREAS, default has occurred in the performance of the 

covenants, terms and conditions of a Deed of Trust dated May 
26, 2017, executed by KENDRICKS L. GRISSOM and KAMILAH 
GRISSOM conveying certain real property therein described 
to J.D. KIOUS, as Trustee, as same appears of record in the 
Register`s Office of Bedford County, Tennessee recorded May 
30, 2017, in Book TD881, Page 245; and 

WHEREAS, the beneficial interest of said Deed of Trust was 
last transferred and assigned to PennyMac Loan Services, LLC  
who is now the owner of said debt; and

WHEREAS, the undersigned, Rubin Lublin TN, PLLC, having 
been appointed as Substitute Trustee by instrument to be filed 
for record in the Register’s Office of Bedford County, Tennessee.  

NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby given that the entire 
indebtedness has been declared due and payable, and that the 
undersigned, Rubin Lublin TN, PLLC, as Substitute Trustee or his 
duly appointed agent, by virtue of the power, duty and authority 
vested and imposed upon said Substitute Trustee will, on August 
3, 2026 at or about 11:00 AM at the main entrance to the Bedford 
County Courthouse, 1 Public Square, Shelbyville, TN 37160, 
proceed to sell at public outcry to the highest and best bidder for 
cash or certified funds ONLY, the following described property 
situated in Bedford County, Tennessee, to wit:

A CERTAIN TRACT OR PARCEL OF LAND LYING AND 
BEING IN THE 7TH CIVIL DISTRICT OF BEDFORD COUNTY, 
TENNESSEE, BEING BOUNDED AND DESCRIBED AS 
FOLLOWS: 

BEGINNING AT A STAKE LOCATED ON THE EAST 
MARGIN OF HOBSON AVENUE, THE SAME BEING 130 FEET 
SOUTH OF THE INTERSECTION OF HOBSON AVENUE WITH 
MARTHA STREET AND RUNNING THENCE WITH THE EAST 
BOUNDARY OF HOBSON AVENUE SOUTH 00 DEGREES 40 
MINUTES WEST 75 FEET; THENCE SOUTH 84 DEGREES 33 
MINUTES EAST 160 FEET TO A STAKE; THENCE NORTH 00 
DEGREES 40 MINUTES EAST 75 FEET TO A STAKE; THENCE 
NORTH 84 DEGREES 33 MINUTES WEST 160 FEET TO THE 
POINT OF BEGINNING, AND BEING THE SOUTHERNMOST 
10 FEET OF LOT 7, ALL OF LOT NOS. 8, 9 AND 10, AND THE 
SOUTHERNMOST 5 FEET OF LOT 11, IN BLOCK H OF THE J.E. 
THOMPSON SUBDIVISION TO THE CITY OF SHELBYVILLE, 
A PLAT OF WHICH IS OF RECORD IN DEED BOOK 38, PAGE 
15, REGISTER`S OFFICE, BEDFORD COUNTY, TENNESSEE. 
SUBJECT TO MATTERS AS SHOWN ON PLAT OF RECORD IN 
DEED BOOK 38, PAGE 15, REGISTER`S OFFICE OF BEDFORD 
COUNTY, TENNESSEE.

Parcel ID: 089G E 015.00
PROPERTY ADDRESS: The street address of the property is 

believed to be 304 HOBSON AVE, SHELBYVILLE, TN 37160. In 
the event of any discrepancy between this street address and the 
legal description of the property, the legal description shall control.  

CURRENT OWNER(S): KENDRICKS L. GRISSOM, KAMILAH 
GRISSOM

OTHER  INTERESTED PARTIES: 
SECRETARY OF HOUSING AND URBAN DEVLOPEMENT, 

HARPETH FINANCIAL SERVICES, LLC DBA ADVANCE 
FINANCIAL, 3D FINANCIAL 

The sale of the above-described property shall be subject to 
all matters shown on any recorded plat; any unpaid taxes; any 
restrictive covenants, easements or set-back lines that may be 
applicable; any prior liens or encumbrances as well as any priority 
created by a fixture filing; and to any matter that an accurate 
survey of the premises might disclose. This property is being sold 
with the express reservation that it is subject to confirmation by 
the lender or Substitute Trustee. This sale may be rescinded at 
any time. This sale is subject to purchaser’s tendering to Rubin 
Lublin, LLC, anti-money laundering information as required 
pursuant to the FinCEN Real Estate Report Rule. Failure to provide 
information, could result in rescission of the sale. The right is 
reserved to adjourn the day of the sale to another day, time, and 
place certain without further publication, upon announcement 
at the time and place for the sale set forth above. All right and 
equity of redemption, statutory or otherwise, homestead, and 
dower are expressly waived in said Deed of Trust, and the title 
is believed to be good, but the undersigned will sell and convey 
only as Substitute Trustee. The Property is sold as is, where 
is, without representations or warranties of any kind, including 
fitness for a particular use or purpose.

THIS LAW FIRM IS ATTEMPTING TO COLLECT A DEBT. 
ANY INFORMATION OBTAINED WILL BE USED FOR THAT 
PURPOSE.

Rubin Lublin TN, PLLC, Substitute Trustee
3145 Avalon Ridge Place, Suite 100
Peachtree Corners, GA 30071
rlselaw.com/property-listing
Tel: (877) 813-0992
Fax: (470) 508-9401
A copy of this notice is being published at www.

BetterChoiceNotices.com (793tc)

NOTICE
KRISTAN GRACE SIMPSON
The State of Tennessee, Department of Children’s Services, 

has filed a Petition to Declare Children Dependent and Neglected 
as to Chase Isaiah Brandon. It appears that ordinary process of 
law cannot be served upon you because your whereabouts are 
unknown. You are hereby ORDERED to serve upon Stephen 
Marsh, Attorney for the Tennessee Department of Children Ser-
vices, 200 Athens Way, 2nd Floor, Suite A, Nashville, TN 37243, 
an answer to the Petition to Declare Children Dependent and Ne-
glected filed by the Tennessee Department of Children’s Services 
within five (5) days of the last day of Publication of this notice, 
and you must also appear in the juvenile court of Franklin County, 
Tennessee at Winchester, Tennessee on the 26th day of August, 
2026, at 8 a.m. for the hearing on the petition to Declare Children 
Dependent and Neglected by the State of Tennessee, Department 
of children’s services.  If you fail to do so, a default judgment will 
be taken against you pursuant for the relief demanded in the Peti-
tion. You may view and obtain a copy of the Petition and any other 
subsequently filed legal documents at the Juvenile Court Clerk’s 
Office, Winchester, Tennessee. (7164tc)

AD VERITAS
The Summer of Wet Grass

I don’t want to com-
plain too much about rain 
in July.

Anyone who has lived 
in Tennessee very long 
knows that summer can 
turn hot and dry in a 
hurry. A good rain can be 
a blessing. It keeps the 
fields green, cools the air 
and gives everything a 
little relief from the kind 
of heat that makes you 
regret stepping outside.

But this summer has 
felt unusually wet.

Maybe the numbers 
will eventually prove my 
memory wrong. Maybe 
this is just one of those 
seasons that feels worse 
because the rain keeps 
coming at the least con-
venient times. Either 
way, it seems like every 
time the grass gets dry 
enough to mow, another 
shower rolls through and 
starts the whole process 
over again.

The yard doesn’t care 
that I have a schedule. It 
just keeps growing.

The National Weather 
Service has continued 

to show repeated rain 
chances across the region, 
with unsettled weather 
hanging around and tem-
peratures running several 
degrees below normal at 
times. I appreciate the 
cooler temperatures. A 
July afternoon in the 
mid-80s is a lot easier to 
tolerate than one in the 
upper 90s.

Still, there is a tradeoff.
The grass is winning.
Then there’s the pool.
This summer we got 

a 14-foot above-ground 
pool, which has been great 
for the kids. They love it. 
On the hot days, it has 
been one of the best pur-
chases we’ve made.

But I did not fully ap-
preciate how much work 
goes into keeping pool 
water clear.

Rain, as it turns out, 
does not help. At least not 
when it keeps coming. Ev-
ery heavy shower seems to 
dilute the chemicals, stir 
up debris and push the 
water level higher than it 
ought to be. Then you start 
testing, treating,  adding 
a little, running the filter 
and hoping the water 
doesn’t turn green while 
you’re trying to figure out 
what it wants from you.

A backyard pool is 
supposed to be relaxing. 
The water chemistry feels 
more like a science fair 
project. 

Daniel 
Richardson
Publisher/
Owner

daniel@RichardsonMediaGroup.net

Let us help you spread the news!
We welcome you to submit content for publication 

in The Times-Gazette and on our website www.t-g.com.
• Press Releases

• Letters to the Editor

• Guest Column/Op/

Ed

• Announcements

• Obituaries

Of course, these are 
small problems in the 
grand scheme of things. 
Wet grass and cloudy pool 
water are not real hard-
ships. Farmers, construc-
tion crews, utility workers 
and anyone who works 
outdoors have much big-
ger reasons to pay atten-
tion to the weather than 
I do.

And we all know the 
other side of the coin. If 
the rain stopped com-
pletely and the ground 
started cracking, we’d be 
praying for showers again 
soon enough.

That’s the funny thing 
about weather. We always 
want it, just not too much 
of it. We want rain, but 
not on the weekend. We 
want cooler temperatures, 
but not cloudy days. We 
want sunshine, but not 
drought. We want the 
grass green, but not tall.

In other words, we 
want Tennessee weather 
to cooperate with our 
plans.

It rarely does.
Maybe that’s part of 

what makes it such an 
easy topic of conversation. 
Weather affects everyone. 
It interrupts all of us 
equally. It changes ball-
games, vacations, work-
days, hayfields, gardens, 
lake plans and mowing 
schedules. It gives us 
something to talk about 
with strangers and some-
thing to grumble about 
with friends.

So yes, I’m thankful for 
the rain.

I’m thankful for the 
cooler days.

I’m thankful the yard 
is green and the kids have 
had plenty of chances to 
splash around in the pool.

But I would also be 
thankful for about three 
dry days in a row.

Just enough to mow 
the yard, balance the pool 
and feel like I’ve regained 
some small measure of 
control over the backyard.

Then, I suppose, it can 
rain again.

Looking for a 
Death Notice or Obituary —

Find it on our
website obituary page

www.t-g.com/
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Sudoku

Fill in the blank squares so that each row, each column and each
3-by-3 block contain all of the digits 1 thru 9.

If you use logic you can solve the puzzle without guesswork.

Need a little help?  The hints page shows a logical order to solve the puzzle.
Use it to identify the next square you should solve.  Or use the answers page
if you really get stuck.

© 2013 KrazyDad.com

Sudoku #2
Easy Sudoku Puzzles by KrazyDad, Volume 1, Book 1

B
lessed is he that expects nothing, for he shall never be disappointed.

-- P
oor R

ichard

6 5 7 2
4 9 6 1

8 7 1 3 2
5 7 1 3

3 5 7
7 8 2 5

5 9 6 8 7
8 2 6 1

7 6 4 2

EASY

AnswersEasy Sudoku Puzzles by KrazyDad, Volume 1, Book 1

Sudoku #1
31498
18573

697231
65231
314

14298
938614

84739
21967

2576

4962

845

9874

578269

6357

752

6512

3458

Sudoku #2
39184
25783

4956
42698

689421
19346
4231
95734

13859

6572

4961

87132

5713

357

7825

59687

8261

7642

Sudoku #3
823

16579
35948627
2936

85174
9742

42179563
38617

634

479165

2384

1

14785

6239

36581

8

5942

715298

Sudoku #4
3281
176953

4672
25896
3462851
98132

8569
758631

3728

54697

824

95318

1437

79

7654

13247

294

69415

Sudoku #5
97326

46259
26953
493752
51647

632195
14762

92165
52319

5148

3871

1784

186

2893

874

3598

7834

6847

Sudoku #6
47951

86492
1382764

178
56728143

857
6859731
92567

34168

2368

7513

59

426359

9

391426

42

1843

7295

Sudoku #7
8951

427
52491783

87394
964831

43576
41623897

687
9216

73624

631589

6

1265

572

2198

5

391452

78453

Sudoku #8
39874

68473
4932

6397542
728

4819375
1536

76985
85439

5126

2591

17658

81

513496

26

92487

4321

6271

EASY

Fill in the blank squares so that each row, each column and each
3-by-3 block contain all of the digits 1 thru 9.

If you use logic you can solve the puzzle without guesswork.

Need a little help?  The hints page shows a logical order to solve the puzzle.
Use it to identify the next square you should solve.  Or use the answers page
if you really get stuck.

© 2023 KrazyDad.com

Sudoku #2
Intermediate Sudoku by KrazyDad, Volume 1, Book 1

E
nlightened people seldom

 or never possess a sense of responsibility.
-- G

eorge O
rw

ell

8 3
5 8 7 4

6
6 9 8 1

7 4
8 6 1 9

5
3 2 4 8
1 5

INTERMEDIATE

AnswersIntermediate Sudoku by KrazyDad, Volume 1, Book 1

Sudoku #1
67591
1394582
719236

9683752
2836149
5179436
942385

6271984
87563

2438

67

584

41

75

28

167

35

4921

Sudoku #2
2174695
96132

74325981
45732
9132586
23457
64138279

75961
8967234

83

5874

6

6981

74

8619

5

3248

15

Sudoku #3
169527
352784
27461985
816392
42819
712834
98754126

261738
319247

843

961

3

475

3756

596

3

549

685

Sudoku #4
193765
5741862
836417
9875623
42176

5437982
768349

5698721
194365

248

93

925

14

3895

61

251

34

278

Sudoku #5
2367194
8546723

495328
472583

92678
149257

481937
1236798

8734561

85

19

716

169

3514

683

562

54

92

Sudoku #6
13954627
946218
571864
873415

96357
182439

826375
724396
36571984

8

375

293

962

2481

657

491

158

2

Sudoku #7
59342

4691357
2874569
6938174

76295
5243916
3587421
9135478
84726

7168

28

31

52

1483

87

69

26

1935

Sudoku #8
591628

487163
367491

7456932
6579214
8293157
718369
925614

839725

347

295

852

18

38

46

524

378

461

INTERMEDIATE

Fill in the blank squares so that each row, each column and each
3-by-3 block contain all of the digits 1 thru 9.

If you use logic you can solve the puzzle without guesswork.

Need a little help?  The hints page shows a logical order to solve the puzzle.
Use it to identify the next square you should solve.  Or use the answers page
if you really get stuck.

© 2013 KrazyDad.com

Sudoku #2
Novice Sudoku Puzzles, Volume 1, Book 1

A
re you the sam

e person you w
ere ten years ago? tw

enty?

9 1 7 3
5 2 4 1

1 5 6
8 7 6 3

3 1
1 4 5 2
3 9 5

5 4 2 9
1 4 5 2

NOVICE

AnswersNovice Sudoku Puzzles, Volume 1, Book 1

Sudoku #1
514693
6325791

4325
185329

28
936157

7462
3981756

563218

782

84

89167

674

4759163

248

81539

24

974

Sudoku #2
42658

68739
389427
25149
4692875
79368
821764

78136
69387

9173

5241

156

8763

31

1452

395

5429

1452

Sudoku #3
473651
8951
627539
92145
1582736
79624

496583
8259

873641

982

32467

148

6378

49

3851

217

36174

529

Sudoku #4
6849

68432
1325687

638572
875139
429178
3692154

87916
4159

52713

7951

94

914

642

365

87

2543

76328

Sudoku #5
943628
6573

871295
4912785
81597

7283916
146873

6419
789254

157

29841

346

63

6342

54

952

25378

316

Sudoku #6
647812

7294
213987
48635

31286
62519

471623
3581
125374

953

83561

546

1792

5947

7438

895

24769

968

Sudoku #7
716359
358264
91352
6542
257361
8415

62593
428516
589167

428

971

6478

31897

948

76293

1748

397

324

Sudoku #8
259168
345829
87693

34761
14237

29534
16845

213567
854132

374

671

1452

5829

9658

7816

7329

498

679

NOVICE

Fill in the blank squares so that each row, each column and each 3-by-3 block contain all of the digits 1 thru 9.
If you use logic, you can solve the puzzle without guesswork.
Need a little help? The answers are below.

Bedford County property transfers
The following property 

sales were recently record-
ed in the Bedford County 
Register of Deeds office.
File date: July 2

Location: 1177 Unionville 
Deason Rd; Seller, Mi-
chaels Homes LLC; Buyer,  
Brandi Leonard; Price, 
$714,900 (Deed).

L o c at ion:  1 4  R a i l -
road Square; Seller, Jon 
Gregory Heinike; Buyer,  
Heinike Family 2026 CP 
Trust, Jon Gregory Heini-
ke, Jeanette Linda Heini-
ke, Heinike Family Trust; 
Price, $0 (QD).

L oc at ion:  Red Hi l l 
Rd; Seller, Collin C Bills, 

Kristin L Bills; Buyer,  
Jerry Alan Neill, Linda 
Sue Neill; Price, $50,000 
(Deed).

Location: 102 Lee Ann Dr; 
Seller, Robert J Simmons, 
James C London; Buyer,  
Bobby Randall Taylor; 
Price, $159,000 (Deed).

Location: New Herman 
Rd; Seller, Regina F War-
ren, Tina R Oneal, Rosa 
Ann Burton Estate; Buyer,  
Regina F Warren, Tina R 
Oneal; Price, $0 (Deed).

Location: 280 King-
dom Rd; Seller, How-
a r d  D i t t r i c h ,  M a r y 
Therese Dittrich, Dittrich 
Family Tr ust;  Buyer,  

Barry T Fly, Stephanie 
J Fly; Price, $385,000 
(Deed).

S e l l e r ,  B a r r y  N 
Childers, Janie Childers, 
Jane Childers; Buyer,  
Wesley Jay Nichols, Iva Rae 
Nichols; Price, $85,000 
(Deed).

Location: Mullinwood 
Rd; Seller, William E 
Shofner Trustee, James M 
Dekle, Mack Dekle; Buyer,  
Midstate Finance Co Inc; 
Price, $332,000 (TRD).
File date: July 6

Location: 139 Bruce 
M e a d o w s  D r ;  S e l l -
e r ,  B r u c e  M e a d o w s 
Pa r t ne r s h ip;  Bu y e r,  

Henley Homes and Con-
struction LLC; Price, $0 
(QD).

Location: 139 Bruce 
Meadow s Dr;  Sel ler, 
Henley Homes and Con-
struction LLC; Buyer,  
Mark Page, Debbie Chris-
ten Page; Price, $704,999 
(Deed).

L oc at ion:  178 Tom 
Wa l k e r  R d ;  S e l l e r , 
A bby Fra zee;  Buyer,  
Scott A Yioung, Abby JM 
Frazee; Price, $0 (QD).

Location: 181 Bynum 
Rd; Seller, Carol Lynn 
Driver, Carol Lynn Driver 
Revocable Trust; Buyer,  
Wendy Pay ne; Pr ice, 
$450,000 (Deed).

Location: 300 Repub-

lic St; Seller, Ole South 
Properties Inc; Buyer,  
Aneta Mix, Lawrence D 
Backer; Price, $359,990 
(Deed).

Location: 1068 Frank 
M a r t i n  R d ;  S e l l e r , 
Charles Rediker, Kar-
l e e  R e d i k e r ;  B u y e r,  
Emily Elise Stott; Price, 
$374,900 (Deed).

Location: Charlie Rus-
sel l Rd; Sel ler, R ich-
ard Hamrick, Bianca 
E  D u r ac h k o;  Bu y e r,  
Scabone Family Trust, Fred 
Scavone; Price, $960,000 
(Deed).

Location: 103 Horse-
sho e  C t;  S e l ler,  Bi l -
l i e  C r o w e l l ;  B u y e r,  
Tommy Hodges 2012 GST 
Trust; Price, $290,000 
(Deed).

Location: 560 Himes-
ville Rd; Seller, Lisa Stub-

blefield, Lisa S Lindsey, 
Lisa S Christie; Buyer,  
Richard Hamrick, Bianca E 
Durachko; Price, $470,000 
(Deed).

Location: 205 Saddle 
Wood Dr; Seller, Kaylee 
Sue Orend, Mckenzie 
Taylor Orend, Marianne 
Orend Langford, Robert 
Karl Orend Estate; Buyer,  
Joshue Gulley, Stepha-
nie Elise Gulley; Price, 
$300,000 (Deed).

Location: 917 Smith SSt; 
Seller, Nicole R Buttrey, 
Kyle A Buttrey; Buyer,  
Autumn B Daniel, Blaize 
Corbett; Price, $220,000 
(Deed).

Location: 313 Shel-
by Cir; Seller, Vera Do-
ris Chapman, Vera Do-
ris Champion; Buyer,  
JW Properties; Price, 
$220,000 (Deed).

21) It may be picked up at 
the beach

22) Solemn promises
25) Soda selection
26) Shape of Obama’s office
27) Oatmeal glob
28) Hit like a ton of bricks
29) Section of a play
31) Boxer’s comeback?
32) Bill often passed
33) Sinuous coral reef 

dwellers
34) Chevy car of yore
35) Way off yonder
37) Hollow twanging sound
38) Longest division of 

geologic time
39) Traded
43) Learned teacher
44) Tum into
45) Get mileage out of
46) Type of heap or metal
47) Throaty cries for 

attention
48) Airport inconveniences
49) Egghead
50) “Peanuts” character
52) Psychiatric components
53) Like all newborns
54) Wise Hindu teacher
55) Silver-tongued
56) Witnesses

CLUES ACROSS
1) Campus military org.
5) City known for romance
10) Blood vessel obstruction
14) Geometry calculation
15) Decrease in intensity
16) Puerto___
17) Dispatched
18) Moscow monetary unit
19) Line on a list
20) Three things a chef 

might bake
23) West Point student
24) Ecstasy opposite
25) Ants, collectively
28) Fill a belly
30) Egg, to a biologist
31) Ruin
33) Gabor of old Hollywood
36) Three things a chef 

might roast
40) Snowy place that 

provides quite a view
41) Legendary actress 

Sophia
42) Pond organism
43) Basketball highlight
44) Tuition collector
46) Its business is beauty

49) Favored by God (Var.)
51) Three things a chef 

might fry
57) Russo of “Outbreak”
58) Fertilizer derived from 

sea birds
59) Wield the scepter
60) Sermon sign-off
61) Intense hatred
62) One of the Great Lakes
63) Attention-getter, in a 

theater
64) Have a feeling about
65) Designates, as a knight

CLUES DOWN
1) Sculptor’s tool
2) Twistable cookie
3) Pitched shelter
4) Ancient burial place
5) Travesty or spoof
6) Mistreatment
7) Morocco’s capital
8) “___ do you good!”
9) “So it would ___”
10) Wince
11) Collectible art print, briefly
12) Crossing medium
13) Famous rock opera

Classifieds
YARD SALES

YARD SALE
1265 Mt. Herman Road 

Saturday, In the red barn 
07/18/26, 8AM-4PM
Lots of fabric, com-

mercial singer sewing 
machine, hospital bed, 
massage chair, glass-
ware, furniture, trolling 
motor, tools and much, 

much more.

ESTATE SALE
113 Cloverdale Road, 

Shelbyville
July 23, 24, 25

10AM-4PM Daily
Entire household of 

treasures from around 
the world.

John Deere and more
Sale by Ole Grapevine

931-580-6134

YOUR CL ASSIF IED 
COULD BE HERE. Call 
931-684-1200 Today.

NOTICES

These vehicles will be 
sold at auction, July 28, 
2026  at 9 a.m. for unpaid 
tow and storage fees.

2001 BMW
WBAGH83451DP33334

2006 BMW
WBANF33526CS37266

2004 VOLVO
YV1CZ91H941073728

2008 BMW
WBANW13588CZ79677

2008 CHEVY
2G1WB58K689196995

1987 GMC
1GKEV18K6HF520137

2006 SUZUKI
JS1GR7GA462101447

1970 CHEVY
1363701547169 
Mike’s Towing

833 N. Jefferson St
Shelbyville, TN 37160

Ph: 931-684-1625

SERVICES

LAWN CARE 
SERVICES

931-773-6105
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Three Blue Raiders 
selected in 2026 MLB Draft

PHILADELPHIA – 
Three Blue Raiders were 
selected in the 2026 
MLB Draft, marking the 
program’s 78-80th se-
lections all-time. This is 
the most selections for 
Middle Tennessee since 
the 2018 MLB Draft, 
and sets a record for the 
20-round draft format.

Right-handed pitchers 
Drew Horn, David Horn 
Jr. and outfielder Owen 
Nowak were the Blue 
Raiders to hear their 
names called on Sunday. 
The selections etch their 
names into Middle Ten-
nessee baseball history 
among the 115 others to 
appear in professional 
baseball.

DREW HORN- Red-
shirt Junior RHP

Horn was selected in 
the 12th round, 354th 
overall by the St. Lou-
is Cardinals after two 
years with Middle Ten-
nessee.

Following a stellar 
2025, Horn was named 
to the All-CUSA second 
team after making eight 

starts to the tune of a 
1.75 ERA, with 57 strike-
outs in 46.1 innings. 

A product of Smyrna, 
Tennessee, Horn put 
himself in the record 
books after throwing 
the fifth no-hitter in 
program history against 
Oakland on March 9, 
2025. The right-hander 
struck out a career-high 
13 batters in the effort.

In 2026, Horn made 
ten appearances includ-
ing eight starts on the 
bump to accumulate 
35.2 innings.

OWEN NOWAK- 
Junior OF

The Blue Raiders ev-
eryday centerfielder and 
a member of the 2026 
All-CUSA second team, 
Owen Nowak was select-
ed by the Houston As-
tros in the 12th round at 
pick 361.

In 57 games played 
during his lone year 
at the Division I lev-
el, Nowak slashed 
.318/.435/.472 while 
turning in the only per-
fect, error-free season by 
an outfielder in CUSA.

Nowak is the first pri-
mary outfielder drafted 

from the Blue Raiders 
since Ronnie Jebavy 
was selected by the San 
Francisco Giants in the 
fifth round of the 2015 
draft.

DAVID HORN JR.- 
Senior RHP

The Tampa Bay Rays 
used the 563rd pick in 
the 19th round to select 
senior right-hander Da-
vid Horn Jr. to mark the 
third Blue Raider taken 
in the draft.

In his lone season 

at Middle Tennessee, 
Horn Jr. took charge of 
the weekend rotation, 
starting the first game 
of the final five series of 
the season. The right-
hander led the staff in 
innings pitched with 
72.0, strikeouts (82) and 

wins (four). 
Horn Jr. finished the 

season strong at home, 
picking up 7.0 innings of 
one-run ball against Lib-
erty to win CUSA Pitcher 
of the Week. 

DALLAS – Middle 
Tennessee’s 18-game 
Conference USA slate 
will feature nine home 
games and nine away 
contests, announced 
by the league office 
Wednesday. 

The Blue Raiders, un-
der first-year head coach 
Matt Insell, will tip off 
their CUSA campaign at 
home against Jax State 
on Jan. 2 and Kennesaw 
State on Jan. 4. MTSU 
will hit the road for the 
first time in league play 
on Jan. 8 with a trip to 
Sam Houston, following 
by a contest at New Mex-
ico State on Jan. 10.

Middle Tennessee re-
turns home the following 
week to host Liberty on 
Jan. 14 and Delaware on 
Jan. 16. The Blue Raid-
ers then travel to FIU 
on Jan. 21 and Missouri 
State on Jan. 23. A rival-
ry showdown with WKU 

on Jan. 30 will close out 
the month in Murfrees-
boro.

February begins with 
home games against 
New Mexico State on 
Feb. 4 and Sam Houston 
on Feb. 6. MTSU heads 
back on the road to face 
Delaware on Feb. 11 and 
Liberty on Feb. 13.

MTSU will welcome 
Missouri State and 
FIU to the Glass House 
on Feb. 18 and Feb. 
20 before closing out 
the month on the road 
against rival WKU on 
Feb. 27. 

The Blue Raiders will 
then conclude the regu-
lar season by traveling to 
Kennesaw State on Mar. 
4 and Jax State on Mar. 
6.

The 2027 CUSA Wom-
en’s Basketball Champi-
onship is scheduled for 
March 9-13 at Propst 
Arena in Huntsville, Al-
abama.

Full 2026-27 Confer-

ence Schedule:
Jan. 2, 2027 – Jax 

State
Jan. 4, 2027 – Ken-

nesaw State
Jan. 8, 2027 – at Sam 

Houston
Jan. 10, 2027 – at New 

Mexico State
Jan. 14, 2027 - Liberty
Jan. 16, 2027 - Dela-

ware
Jan. 21, 2027 – at FIU
Jan. 23, 2027 – at Mis-

souri State
Jan. 30, 2027 - WKU
Feb. 4, 2027 – New 

Mexico State
Feb. 6, 2027 – Sam 

Houston
Feb. 11, 2027 – at Del-

aware
Feb. 13, 2027 – at Lib-

erty
Feb. 18, 2027 – Mis-

souri State
Feb. 20, 2027 - FIU
Feb. 27, 2027 - at WKU
Mar. 4, 2027 – at Ken-

nesaw State
Mar. 6, 2027 – at Jax 

State 

CUSA announces 2026-27 Women’s 
Basketball league schedule

BY NOAH MADDOX
noah@t-g.com

Photo courtesy of MT Athletics.

MURFREESBORO, 
Tenn. –  Former Blue 
Raider catcher Tyler 
Minnick has inked a free 
agent deal with the Phil-
adelphia Phillies follow-
ing the 2026 MLB Draft.

Minnick’s signing 
follows a stellar senior 
season. The Smyrna, 
Georgia product tallied a 
league-high .916 OPS for 
a catcher, on his way to a 
2026 All-CUSA second 
team selection.

The catcher’s strong 
senior campaign was 
highlighted by a pro-
gram-record 43-game 
on-base streak, while 
tying the single game 
record for doubles in a 
game with three.

The two-year Blue 
Raider cleaned up in 
the awards department 
in his final collegiate 
season. Along with the 
All-CUSA second team 
selection, Minnick was 
named to the CUSA 
All-Academic Team, 
while earning the CUSA 
Spirit of Service Award 
and the CUSA Scholar 
Athlete of the Year for 
baseball.

Minnick’s signing 
comes after the 2026 
MLB Draft, where the 
Blue Raiders had a re-
cord three players select-
ed in the 20 round draft. 
It marks the first time 
since 2018 three Middle 
Tennessee players were 
selected.

Blue Raiders’ Catcher Tyler Minnick 
inks UDFA deal with Phillies

MT ATHLETICS

DALLAS – The Mid-
dle Tennessee men’s 
basketball program will 
compete in 18 league 
contests in the 2026-27 
season, as announced 
by the Conference USA 
office Thursday. Nine of 
the conference games 
will be played at home 
in the Murphy Center, 
while the other nine will 
be played on the road.

Contrary to the year 
prior, the Blue Raiders 
will begin conference 
play on the road, play-
ing Jacksonville State 
on New Year’s Eve be-
fore heading east to 
Kennesaw State on Jan-
uary 2. MTSU will re-
turn home for the league 
home opener against 
Sam Houston on Jan. 7 
before welcoming in New 
Mexico State on Jan. 9.

Heading back on the 
road, Middle Tennessee 
will travel to Liberty for 

the first time in two years 
on Jan. 14 followed by a 
trip to The First State to 
play Delaware on Jan. 
16. For the final home 
games of the month of 
January, the Blue Raid-
ers will host FIU on Jan. 
21, then Missouri State 
on Jan. 23.

The first rivalry game 
against WKU will see 
the team travel north to 
Bowling Green, kicking 
off a three-game road 
stand on Jan. 30. Head-
ing out west, MTSU will 
play New Mexico State 
on February 4 then ven-
ture to Sam Houston on 
Feb. 6.

With three home con-
tests to complete the 
slate, the second game 
against WKU will take 
place on Feb. 27. 

Full 2026-27 Confer-
ence Schedule

December 31, 2026: at 
Jacksonville State

January 2, 2027: at 
Kennesaw State

January 7, 2027: vs. 

Sam Houston
January 9, 2027: vs. 

New Mexico State
January 14, 2027: at 

Liberty
January 16, 2027: at 

Delaware
January 21, 2027: vs. 

FIU
January 23, 2027: vs. 

Missouri State
January 30, 2027: at 

WKU
February 4, 2027: at 

New Mexico State
February 6, 2027: at 

Sam Houston
February 11, 2027: vs. 

Delaware
February 13, 2027: vs. 

Liberty
February 18, 2027: at 

Missouri State
February 20, 2027: at 

FIU
February 27, 2027: vs. 

WKU
March 4, 2027: vs. 

Kennesaw State
March 6, 2027: vs. 

Jacksonville State 

MTSU Men’s Basketball 2026-27 
conference schedule released

MT ATHLETICSMT ATHLETICS
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S H E L B Y V I L L E , 
Tenn. – After winning 
the school’s first state 
championship earlier 
this year, the Commu-
nity Viqueens’ softball 
squad was honored with 
a custom plaque from 
the Bedford County 
Commission at Tues-
day’s monthly meeting.

“We’re very thankful 
for everybody,” Viqueens’ 
Head Coach Cam Farrell 
said, “Both me and the 
girls have had so many 
people come up to us and 
tell us congratulations, 
but this was pretty cool. 
We’re appreciative and 
thankful for a lot of stuff 
that they [the County 
Commission] do that 
people don’t realize that 
they do as far as approv-
ing things and making 
sure we have things and 
stuff like that. Not ev-
erybody always agrees 
with them, but you can 
tell that they are for the 
kids. That was awesome. 
I think the girls were re-
ally proud of themselves, 
and I think it’s kind of 
sinking in for everybody 
now. It was a great expe-
rience.”

The Viqueens finished 
the year with a 35-9 re-
cord overall, finishing as 
Runners-Up in the Dis-
trict 9-AA Tournament 
before winning the Re-
gion 5-AA Tournament 
at Summertown the fol-
lowing week. Communi-
ty continued its winning 
ways, finishing a perfect 
4-0 at the TSSAA Class 

2A State Tournament 
punctuated with a 10-1 
win over Marion County 
in the title game on May 
23rd at Shelbyville Cen-
tral High School.

“It’s starting to sink in 
about now,” Farrell said, 
“That’s a lot of time. A lot 
of time away from home, 
a lot of time where my 
wife has to deal with me 
coaching, and we went 
the distance. It’s amaz-
ing to me because it was 
the first one in school 

history, first one in this 
county in softball, so a 
lot of that is starting to 
sink in. You can take a lot 
of stuff away from us, but 
you can’t ever take this 
away from us. It’s a lot of 
hard work. The kids miss 
out on a lot. We played 
44 games, won 35 of 
them, played 60% of our 
games away from home, 
and we did all that while 
maintaining a 3.7 GPA 
as a team. That says a 
lot about those kids and 

how locked in they are.”
The Viqueens featured 

a high-powered lineup as 
well as possessing one of 
the best pitchers in the 
entire country in Annie 
Prince. Prince finished 
eighth in the country in 
wins with 28 on the sea-
son as well as 19th in the 
country with 334 strike-
outs. 

For Tennessee lead-
erboards, Mattie Max-
ey finished 14th with 12 
home runs while Prince 

was 15th in ERA at 1.29, 
third in strikeouts, and 
second in wins.

Community was led 
by nine seniors in 2026, 
and seven of them were 
able to attend. Two were 
unable due to illness.

“It means everything 
to see the [graduates] 
there,” said Farrell, 
“Usually once those se-
niors are gone, they are 
gone. They came back, 
and it was good to see 
them. Some of us went 

out to eat afterwards to 
talk and catch up, and it 
just kind of told me that 
in years to come this 
group will always share 
this and be able to chat 
about the good times, so 
that will be pretty cool.”

The Viqueens’ softball 
program looks forward 
to the 2027 season with 
tryouts to take place in 
August.

The 2026 Community Viqueens’ softball team was recognized at the monthly Bedford County Commission Meeting on Tuesday night with a custom plaque.
Submitted Photo by John Carney.

Viqueens Recognized at 
Monthly County Commission 
Meeting For Winning State Title

MURFREESBORO, 
Tenn. – Former Middle 
Tennessee quarterback 
Brent Stockstill was 
named to the Conference 
USA Hall of Fame Class 
of 2026, the league office 
announced on Wednes-
day. 

Stockstill becomes the 
fourth Blue Raider to be 
inducted into the CUSA 
Hall of Fame, which in-
ducted its first class in 
2019. He joins former 
Middle Tennessee foot-
ball standout and NFL 
All-Pro safety Kevin 
Byard, legendary MTSU 
Track and Field Coach 
Dean A. Hayes, and for-
mer head women’s bas-
ketball coach Rick Insell 
as MTSU members of 
the CUSA Hall of Fame. 

“Brent Stockstill rep-
resents everything you 
hope for in a student-ath-
lete,” said Director of 
Athletics Chris Massaro. 
“He was an outstanding 
leader, an exceptional 
quarterback and some-
one who elevated our 
football program both 
on and off the field. His 
accomplishments speak 
for themselves, but what 
has always stood out to 
me is the way he carried 
himself with humility, 
toughness and integrity. 
This recognition is in-
credibly well deserved, 
and we couldn’t be hap-
pier to see him take his 

rightful place in the 
Conference USA Hall of 
Fame.”

Stockstill, the start-
ing quarterback for the 
Blue Raiders from 2015 
to 2018, led MTSU to 
four straight winning 
seasons and four bowl 
games. In 2018, the Blue 
Raiders played for the 
CUSA championship af-
ter winning the East Di-
vision title.

The left-hander end-
ed his career as the 
MTSU record holder in 
passing yards (12,495), 
touchdown passes (106), 
300-yard passing games 
(19), 400-yard pass-
ing games (3), passing 
yards per game (277.7), 
completions (1055) and 
attempts (1610). He also 
ranked in the top 10 all-
time in CUSA history in 
touchdown passes, com-
pletions, attempts, pass-
ing yards, completion 
percentage, and 300-
yard passing games.

A permanent captain 
as a sophomore, ju-
nior and senior, Stock-
still played in 45 career 
games and had 44 starts. 
He was crowned the 
2015 CUSA Freshman of 
the Year while also earn-
ing Freshman All-Amer-
ican honors from Athlon 
Sports after throwing 
for 4,005 yards and 30 
touchdowns. His 4,005 
passing yards set a new 
CUSA freshman record 
and fell just 53 yards shy 

of breaking the NCAA 
freshman passing mark.

The Murfreesboro 
product capped his ca-
reer in 2018 by being 
named the CUSA Player 
of the Year after throw-
ing for 3,544 yards and 
29 touchdowns while 
completing 70.3 percent 
of his passes (third best 
in school history). Na-
tionally, he ranked third 
in completion percent-
age, ninth in comple-
tions per game, 13th in 
touchdown passes and 
15th in passing yards.

During his career, 

Stockstill led impressive 
road victories at Missou-
ri and Syracuse while 
also facing Alabama, 
Georgia, Kentucky, Van-
derbilt (four times), Illi-
nois and Minnesota. He 
finished his career with 
a 12-12 road record, with 
half of those losses com-
ing against Power Four 
opponents.

Stockstill was equally 
impressive in the class-
room by being named to 
the CUSA All-Academic 
team three times, earn-
ing CUSA Scholar-Ath-
lete of the Year honors, 

while also being named 
to the prestigious 22-
man AFCA Allstate Good 
Works Team in 2017.

“This is an incredible 
honor, and to be honest, 
it’s something I never 
saw coming,” Stockstill 
said. “I’m truly humbled 
and extremely thankful 
to be recognized by Con-
ference USA alongside so 
many great players and 
coaches. Middle Ten-
nessee means so much 
to me, and I’m grateful 
to all my teammates, 
coaches, support staff 
and my family who made 

this possible. This rec-
ognition isn’t just about 
me; it reflects what we 
accomplished together 
during my time as a Blue 
Raider. It means a great 
deal to me, and I’ll al-
ways be thankful for my 
years at MTSU.”

Stockstill and his wife, 
Jessica, along with their 
daughter, Skye, and 
sons, Swayze and Rocky, 
reside in Indianapolis, 
where he serves as an 
offensive quality control 
coach for the Colts. 

MT ATHLETICS

Photo courtesy of MT Athletics.

Brent Stockstill selected 
to CUSA Hall of Fame

BY NOAH MADDOX
noah@t-g.com
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First Commerce Bank announces 
Bedford County leadership transition

Q&A with Vanderbilt’s Newest Breast Surgeon, Angie Larsen, MD

By Dawn Hankins/
First Commerce Bank

Lewisburg, Tenn. — 
First Commerce Bank 
recently announced a 
leadership transition 
in its Bedford County 
market, recognizing the 
continued service of two 
longtime banking pro-
fessionals while welcom-
ing new leadership with 
Daryl O’Neal.

The bank recently an-
nounced its promotion of 
O’Neal, who has served 

as a senior vice presi-
dent, to Bedford County 
president. With “exten-
sive banking experience 
and deep roots in the lo-
cal community,” O’Neal 
is credited with bringing 
strong leadership and a 
forward-looking vision 
to the Shelbyville mar-
ket.

“We are thrilled to 
have Daryl lead our Bed-
ford County market,” 
said First Commerce 
Bank President and CEO 
Luke Buckley. “His ex-

perience, character, and 
commitment to our mis-
sion make him the ideal 
person to guide our Shel-
byville team forward 
and we’re grateful for 
Mike and Al’s continued 
support.”

After more than 40 
years in banking, outgo-
ing BC president, Mike 
Rittenberry, has chosen 
to step into a part-time 
role in the Shelbyville of-
fice, where he will serve 
as Bedford County exec-
utive. In this role, Rit-

tenberry will continue to 
provide his experience, 
leadership, and custom-
er support to the Shel-
byville community he 
has long served.

“I couldn’t be more 
confident in Daryl step-
ping into this role,” said 
Rittenberry. “He under-
stands this communi-
ty, values relationships, 
and leads with integrity. 
I’ve had the privilege of 
working alongside him, 
and I know Bedford 
County is in great hands 

Dr. Larsen is an expe-
rienced breast surgeon 
seeing patients in and 
around Lebanon, Ten-
nessee, at Vanderbilt-In-
gram Cancer Center at 
Wilson County. 

Breast cancer affects 1 
in 8 women during their 
lifetime, making breast 
health an important part 
of overall wellness. Pro-
viders say early detec-
tion remains one of the 
most important tools in 
improving breast can-
cer outcomes. It is im-
portant to stay proac-
tive about your breast 
health through regular 
screenings and aware-
ness of early warning 
signs. Below are answers 
to common questions 
about breast cancer risk, 

screening recommen-
dations and the impor-
tance of early detection.

What are some 
common signs or 
symptoms of breast 
cancer?

Dr. Larsen: People 
with breast cancer may 
not notice any symp-
toms at first, which is 
why regular screenings 
are so important. How-
ever, common signs can 
include a lump in the 
breast or underarm, 
changes in breast size 
or shape, skin dimpling, 
unusual nipple dis-
charge, or redness and 
swelling. Any unusu-
al change in the breast 
should be discussed with 
a health care provider.

When should 

women begin getting 
mammograms?

Dr. Larsen: Mam-
mograms are one of 
the best tools for find-
ing breast cancer early, 
sometimes before symp-
toms appear. Centers 
for Disease Control and 
Prevention data shows 
that around 10% of all 
new breast cancer cas-
es in the United States 
are diagnosed in women 
younger than 45. Many 
women should begin 
annual screening mam-
mograms around age 40, 
although recommenda-
tions can vary depending 
on personal and family 
history. It’s important to 
speak with your provid-
er about what screening 
schedule is best for you.

What should I do 
if I find a lump or no-
tice a change in my 
breast?

Dr. Larsen: Don't 
panic, but don't ignore 
it either. Most breast 
lumps and changes turn 
out to be benign, but it's 
important to seek care 
with a trusted provider 
and have changes evalu-
ated properly. The sooner 
we can determine what's 
causing the change, the 
sooner we can provide 
reassurance or begin 
treatment if necessary.

Who may be at a 
higher risk for breast 
cancer?

Dr. Larsen: Sever-
al factors can increase 
breast cancer risk, in-
cluding age, family his-

tory, inherited genetics 
and certain lifestyle 
factors. Having a close 
relative with breast or 
ovarian cancer may in-
crease risk. However, 
many people diagnosed 
with breast cancer do 
not have a family histo-
ry, which amplifies the 
importance of routine 
screening.

Why is early detec-
tion so important?

Dr. Larsen: Early 
detection gives patients 
more treatment options 
and can improve out-
comes. Regular screen-
ings and paying atten-
tion to changes in your 
body can make a major 
difference, ultimately in-
creasing the chances of 
recovery and survival.

Staying current on 
recommended screen-
ings, understanding your 
personal risk, and pay-
ing attention to changes 
in your body can make 
a meaningful difference. 
If you have questions 
about your breast health, 
talk with your health 
care provider about the 
screening and preven-
tion strategies that are 
right for you.

moving forward.”
Additionally, Al Bel-

lenfant, outgoing senior 
vice president, has elect-
ed to transition into a 
part-time position. He 
will remain an active 
presence in the Shel-
byville branch, continu-
ing to assist customers 
and support the team, 
according to First Com-
merce officials.

First Commerce re-
cently extended its sin-
cere appreciation to Rit-
tenberry and Bellenfant 
for their decades of lead-
ership, dedication, and 
service to the banking 
industry and to the Bed-
ford County community. 
Their ongoing involve-
ment, bank representa-
tives said, reflects their 
continued commitment 
to both the bank and its 
customers.

First Commerce Bank 
was the dream of a group 
of local people saw the 
need for a locally owned, 
locally managed com-
munity bank. With the 
help of over 1,000 share-
holders, that dream be-

came a reality on De-
cember 2, 2002. 

First Commerce 
Bank looks forward to 
continued growth and 
community engagement 
in Bedford County un-
der O’Neal’s leadership, 
while benefiting from 
the ongoing support and 
experience of both exec-
utives.

Along with its em-
ployees, First Commerce 
realizes that customers 
and community are its 
most important asset. 
And the goal, according 
to the bank, is to provide 
communities with com-
petitive banking prod-
ucts that meet customer 
needs. 

Thanks to “enormous 
customer support,” First 
Commerce Bank has en-
joyed excellent growth. 
To view First Commerce 
Bank’s financial infor-
mation, you may visit the 
FFIEC website. 

First Commerce Bank 
has offices in Lewisburg, 
Chapel Hill, Fayetteville, 
Shelbyville and Mur-
freesboro, Tennessee.

Business Spotlight

Mike Rittenberry, Al Bellenfant And Daryl O’Neal

New BC Market President Daryl O’Neal

SPECIAL ENTRIES AT BC FAIR
Just as she’s done for many years, Elaine Butner of Shelbyville was a partic-

ipant and winner, along with other residents, in the Bedford County Fair, going 
on this week, at the Ag Center. Looks like the judges enjoyed that chess pie!

Let us help you spread the news!
We welcome you to submit content for publication 

in The Times-Gazette and on our website www.t-g.com.
• Press Releases

• Letters to the Editor

• Guest Column/Op/Ed

• Announcements

• Obituaries
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Shelbyville has its own weather guy
Meteorologist Kirby is SWC speaker 
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Early Voting: July 17 – August 1

Election Date August 6th
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At First Community Bank, this ain’t our First rodeo. 
We’ve been helping folks find financial success 
since 1988, and we don’t plan on stopping anytime 
soon. Community is our middle name. Our friends 
and neighbors, they come first. Whatever road 
you’re taking to a good life, we know the way.  
This Bank is no one-trick pony. We’ve got decades 
of know-how up our sleeves, and we’ll give our all to 

get you where you want to go.
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The July Shelbyville 
Woman's Club meeting 
was held on Wednesday, 
July 8, at Bell Buckle 
Banquet Hall.  Speaker 
was Elijah Kirby, owner 
and founding meteorol-
ogist of Southern Ten-
nessee Weather, formal-
ly known as Shelbyville 
Weather. 

Born in Hopkinsville, 
Ky., but raised in Bed-
ford County, since he was 
5, Elijah has called the 
Shelbyville / Normandy 
area home for most of 
his life. His connection 
to Southern Middle Ten-
nessee runs deep, and 
that local perspective 
continues to shape the 
way he serves the com-
munity today.

Elijah’s love of weath-
er has a complicated 
past. What began as 
storm anxiety during 
childhood — something 
he knows many people 
across the South can re-
late to — gradually trans-
formed into fascination. 
He quickly discovered 
that understanding the 

weather helped ease his 
fears, leading him to 
spend countless hours 
watching The Weather 
Channel and studying 
every storm that passed 
through the region. That 
curiosity grew into a life-
long passion, and ulti-
mately, a calling.

While still in high 
school in 2018, Elijah 
launched Shelbyville 
Weather with a simple 
goal: provide clear, hy-
per-local forecasts and 
lifesaving storm updates 
for his hometown. What 

started as a small com-
munity-driven project 
quickly gained momen-
tum, especially during 
high-impact weather 
events where timely, un-
derstandable informa-
tion mattered most.

Over time, that effort 
evolved into Southern 
Tennessee Weather — 
now one of the region’s 
most trusted sources for 
weather information.

For more informa-
tion about Southern TN 
Weather, go to: https://
stnweather.com/team


