
on the inside
SPORTS ........................pages 9-10A

PROPERTY TRANSFERS....page 6A

PUBLIC NOTICES ...............page 7A

OBITUARIES................................page 8A

CLASSIFIEDS.......................page 8A

Ring of Honor induction
The  Tennessee  T i tans 

announced that former running 
back Chris Johnson will be 
inducted into the Titans Ring of 
Honor.

See Page 10A
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‘Battle of Bedford’
The Cascade Lady Cham-

pions complete ‘Battle of Bed-
ford’ regular season sweep 
against Viqueens.

See Page 10A

The Fly Art Center
The Fly will be holding many 

art classes from Sept. 27 until the 
end of October. A class for all skill 
levels will be available.

See Page 8A

BC student numbers drop but school board members not panicking
Other models of learning, homeschooling, seem to be contributing

Some able-bodied adults on 
SNAP may get the fiscal axe
New federal law updates 
SNAP work requirements 

County financials good
Positive numbers and lots of grants

Criminal Justice-still a chosen career path for many
The young to recovered are finding work in the field

By Dawn Hankins

Bedford County School 
System is down 240 students 
compared to this time last 
year, due in part apparently to 
several kids enrolling in other 
models of education like ho-
meschooling.

Terise Rhodes, school sys-
tem attendance supervisor, 
gave a report during Thurs-
day’s school board meeting 
about the number of students 
fleeing the public school sys-
tem to study in private or ho-
meschool education groups. 

The meeting was held in 
Liberty’s gym on the heels 
of the ribbon cutting for the 
school’s new educational ad-
dition. Several public officials, 
students and parents attended 

the event.
School Board Chair Mi-

chael Cook said from what 
he’s learned from some recent 
meetings, Bedford County 
isn’t in as crucial state as some 
counties when it comes to loss 
of students fleeing toward ho-
meschooling. 

Rhodes said some systems 
are experiencing a 20% drop 
in student population due to 
homeschools.

Cook said Bedford’s low 
percentage is a testament to 
the BC teachers, administra-
tors and staff and the great job 
they do every day.

Rhodes said the number of 
applications for homeschool or 
private school has increased 
by several hundred since last 
year. She continues to receive 

By Dawn Hankins

From grants to state sever-
ance tax dollars, the County 
is moving along with funding 
for several projects, County 
financial management reports 
indicated Tuesday.

As many people have re-
quested, the state mineral sev-
erance tax is now bringing a 
few extra dollars into County 
coffers.

In Tennessee, mineral sev-
erance tax is levied by coun-
ties on minerals severed from 
the ground. The tax rates are 
as follows:

For tax periods beginning 
prior to July 1, 2025: 15 cents 
per ton.

For tax periods beginning 
on or after July 1, 2025, and 
prior to July 1, 2030: 20 cents 
per ton.

For tax periods beginning 
on or after July 1, 2030, and 
prior to July 1, 2035: 25 cents 
per ton.

For tax periods beginning 
on or after July 1, 2035: 30 
cents per ton. 

One hundred percent of the 
revenue from this tax must be 
deposited into the county road 
fund and used for county road 
purposes. 

Bedford County, like Knox 
County, is opting for a higher 
mineral severance tax at 20 
cents per ton. Mark Clanton, 
road superintendent, made 

By Dawn Hankins
dawn@richardsonmediagroup.net

Facebook posts and other 
press releases talk about the 
jobs of the future being cyber-
netics and AI. Still, it’s pretty 
certain that some local folks 
still have lots of interest in the 
field of criminal justice.

Criminal Justice-II stu-
dents at Community High 
School recently competed in 
a local C.T.E. competition-one 
focused on conducting traffic 
stops. 

Students competed in mock 
traffic stops where they were 
required to correctly commu-
nicate radio traffic while si-
multaneously processing and 
administering correct proto-
col and procedures. 

The CJO students also 
learned how to maintain of-
ficer safety with the finished 
product resulting in a warn-
ing, citation and/or arrest.

While some might think 
a person arrested 39 times 
couldn’t even go into criminal 
justice-think again! Amy Mer-
lo, one of the first MRT grad-
uates at the local jail, recently 
talked a bit more about her 
new life and career.

Merlo, known as an MRT 
charter member these days, 
said this week that she’s cur-
rently in Jackson State Com-
munity College-a new venture 
she began in Sept of 2024. 
She’s studying criminal justice 
and says she “loves” every-
thing that she’s learning. 

She works at West Tennes-
see Healthcare as a recovery 
navigator and at Scarlet Rope 
part-time as a PRN. 

Terise Rhodes, attendance supervisor for Bedford County Schools, addressed the school board 
last Thursday about a student population decrease and homeschool and private school numbers.

PRETTY FALL SKY, LOTS OF RAIN
T-G Photo by Dawn Hankins

Fall officially began this week with a lot of rain in the area. 
But in between the storms, life is beautiful in the evening skies. 
Another 1–2+ inches of rain is possible through Thursday, ac-
cording to weather forecasts.

A NIGHT FOR 
PATRIOTS TO CELEBRATE!

BC Schools Communications Photo
Liberty School held its ribbon cutting last Thursday evening 

for its new addition. Several parents and students attended to 
mark the historic occasion. See more photos and a comment 
from the principal on page 2.

NASHVILLE – Tennessee 
Department of Human Ser-
vices (TDHS) announced Mon-
day updates to Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP) work requirements for 
Able-Bodied Adults Without 
Dependents (ABAWDs) fol-
lowing the passage of HR 1 in 
July 2025.

Upon implementation, 
the work requirements 
for the SNAP Able-Bodied 
Adults Without Dependents 
(ABAWDs) will require cus-
tomers to follow certain work 
rules to maintain SNAP eligi-

bility.  The updated ABAWD 
work rules will apply if adults:

•Are between 18 and under 
65 years old

• Do not have a disability
• Do not live with children 

under 14
ABAWD customers may 

only receive SNAP benefits 
for three months in a three-
year period unless they: Work, 
volunteer, or participate in a 
job training program at least 
20 hours a week (80 hours a 
month).

ABAWD customers may 

applications during the year; 
she will turn in all her docu-
mentation to the state Dec. 15.

Cook said the trend is not 
so much due to state vouchers 
but due to choices by parents 
for homeschool settings. He 

said perhaps there is a time 
when homeschooling is the 
best option.

School Board member Da-
vid Brown said while it doesn’t 
seem time to panic, the num-
bers do indicate a possible 

trend. He suggested the board 
continue to discuss this topic 
at future meetings.

Superintendent Tammy 
Garrett said state-wide, since 

“As a recovery navigator, I 
walk alongside others on their 
journey toward healing, of-
fering guidance, support, and 
lived experience. In doing so, 
I’ve learned the value of self-
lessness – sacrificing time, 
comfort, and sometimes even 
emotional energy – not be-
cause I have to, but because 
I’ve gained something greater: 
purpose, connection, and the 
chance to help someone else 
find their way.”

Merlo adds, “Here is some-
thing that I also carry that 
many people shy away from. I 
am a survivor of sex traffick-
ing. At first, I began exchang-
ing sex to support my addic-
tion. It felt like a choice at the 
time, a means of survival. But 
over time, that choice was tak-
en from me. Others saw my 
vulnerability and used it for Amy Merlo

Submitted Photo
Community High School Criminal Justice II students recently 
competed in a local C.T.E. competition-one focused on conduct-
ing traffic stops. Ethan Rowlett earned second place and Austin 
Brown earned first place. From left, CJ instructor Chris Hobbs, 
students Rowlett and Brown and Community Principal Robert 
Ralston.

their own gain, exploiting my 
addiction to control me.”

She explains that what 
started as a way to feed her 
habit became a trap – one 
where she was being used by 

that report Tuesday during the 
financial management com-
mittee meeting.

County Finance Director 
Robert Daniel said during 
this meeting that even though 
there isn’t a lot of revenue to 
show this time of year, sales 
tax was up $37,000 in August 
over the prior year.

EMS reports indicate grant 
dollars are coming up for that 
department.

Interest from the Opioid 
settlement is now coming in 
and will be placed in a sepa-
rate account. The national opi-
oid settlement is the result of 
some major pharmacies being 
sued for over prescribing opi-
oids. Bedford County was an-
nounced as a recipient of set-
tlement funding about 2 years 

See STUDENTS, 2A

See CAREER, 2A

See FINANCIALS, 2A See SNAP, 5A
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County resolution for 1-year data center 
moratorium moves to full Commission

Fly Arts Center drama team 
performs in the Big Apple

Halls Mill Bridge dedicated 
in memory of Stanley Smotherman

By Dawn Hankins

County Planning Direc-
tor Chris White spoke to the 
Rules and Legislative Com-
mittee Tuesday about the pro-
posed resolution approved 
last month by the Planning 
Commission for a one-year 
moratorium on data center de-
velopments. 

“It’s a pretty complicated 
resolution, as you can see,” 
said White.

He said the resolution has 
since been under legal review 

by County attorneys. The res-
olution should be on the next 
Commission meeting agenda, 
as it was approved by Rules on 
Tuesday.

Then, the Planning Com-
mission/staff will begin work.

White explained that a 
moratorium is not permanent 
solution but is an instrument 
which can give the County 
time, before data center com-
panies request development, 
to examine local zoning regu-
lations and standards.

“It has to have an expiration 

date . . . be logical,” advised 
White, of moratoriums.

As a member of the state 
Watershed committee, White 
said utilities and water usage 
are high topics when discuss-
ing data centers.

Commissioner Greg Vick 
further clarified that the mor-
atorium on data centers is 
time set to allow the County 
opportunities to study rules 
and zoning regulations. He 
also advised that data centers 
cannot be completely banned, 

By Dawn Hankins

A bridge in the Halls Mill 
area, near the intersection of 
Halls Mill Road and Wheel 
Road, was dedicated on July 
19, in memory of former Bed-
ford County Highway Superin-
tendent Stanley Smotherman. 

The County Commission 
approved this memorial a few 
months ago.

Smotherman served as 
superintendent for 20 years, 
from 1999 until 2019, and was 

a highway department em-
ployee for a total of 40 years. 
Likely, Smotherman passed 
over that bridge many times 
during his career and lifetime.

Clarence Stanley Smoth-
erman, age 71, of Shelbyville, 
passed from this life on Feb-
ruary 6, 2025, following an 
extended illness. He was a life-
long resident of Bedford Coun-
ty, born on December 8, 1953, 
to the late Clarence and Louise 
Lamb Smotherman.

Stanley graduated from 

Shelbyville Central in 1972, 
and later Motlow College. He 
earned his teaching degree 
from Middle Tennessee State 
University in 1978. 

After graduation, he mar-
ried the love of his life, the for-
mer Darlene Cook; they raised 
two daughters. 

Smotherman passed this 
world as a Christian and de-
vout member of Calvary Bap-
tist Church, serving also as 
Sunday School teacher for 
over 40 years.

By Dawn Hankins
dawn@richardsonmediagroup.net

A theatrical team from the 
Fly Arts Center in Shelbyville 
recently left the drama enthu-
siasts of New York City want-
ing more, following their pro-
duction of “There Inherent.”

That was obvious based 
upon a famous Broadway crit-
ics review and a score of 5 
out of 5 stars for the new Kyle 
Thomas play presented as part 
of the Rogue Theatre Festival 
on July 7.

The Lord Cherry’s Review 
of the play, which was per-
formed in the famous Flea 
Theatre, commented that 

“There Inherent” is a beauti-
fully written, emotionally raw, 
intense and heartfelt play, ex-
ploring love, loss, family and 
moving on without completely 

In loving memory 
of Patricia Farrar

513 Madison Street   •   931-684-2443
Serving Bedford, Moore, Marshall & Lincoln Counties Buy and Sell Real Estate

24 Hour Wrecker Service • 931-580-6355FARRAR RENTAL 931-684-5803

James Farrar Blue Jay Farrar Blue FarrarBrooke Anne Farrar

Sculptor's work 
featured in New 
York City

Tracy H. Sugg's sculpture 
is on view at the Museum of 
the City of New York.

See Page 11A

Dedication Photo by Anita Epperson
Inset Family Photo

Rules and Legislative Committee members, from left, John Boutwell, Greg Vick, Anita Epperson 
and Biff Farrar.

As a very educated man told the 
T-G this week, the Bedford Coun-
ty mayoral race has quite possibly 
turned into a “complicated mess.” A 
mess, as in how legally the electoral 
process from this point forward has 
to work regarding candidate Chad 
Fletcher, who conceded this week, 
due to health issues. But the ballot 
is already set and cannot legally be 
changed. See page 3 for more.

Breaking News . . . .
Mayoral Candidate Chad Fletcher 
is out of mayor’s race, or is he? 

‘“There Inherent” is 
a new play that will 
have you laughing and 
crying. And leave you 
feeling a new sense of 
compassion, empathy 
and understanding.’ 

—The Lord Cherry’s Review, 
New York City

See DRAMA, 2A

See MORATORIUM, 5A
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“There Inherent” writer Kyle Thomas and director 
Jennifer Dawn Smith enjoy their time in New York 
City at the Flea Theatre, following their stage perfor-
mance on July 7. The theatre is known for such gifted 
actors as Sigourney Weaver and Bill Murray.

The play “There Inherent” was written by Shel-
byville’s own, Kyle Thomas and recently performed 
on stage and reviewed in New York City. Actors 
Jeanne Edwards and Michael Beckett have the great 
debate that makes this play so riveting. Local pro-
duction is Aug. 21-23 at the Fly Arts Center in Shel-
byville. This performance is not part of the seasonal 
package. Tickets need to be purchased for this pro-
duction at FlyArtsCenter.com.

AMONG GREAT 
PERFORMERS

LOCAL PLAY RANKED 
5 OUT OF 5 STARS

Town and 
Country Garden 
Club members get 
their ‘daily dose 
of inspiration’ at 
Starbucks

Town and Country Garden Club members met 
July 15th at Starbucks in Shelbyville. A brief busi-
ness meeting was held. Everyone enjoyed their cof-
fees and snacks from the menu, member René Fran-
cis reports.

Each garden club member brought a small ar-
rangement that was delivered to residents at Cel-
ebration Way. Everyone received a Blue Ribbon for 
participating.

ELECTION NOTICE
SHELBYVILLE MUNICIPAL, NORMANDY MUNICIPAL &

WARTRACE MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS NOVEMBER 3, 2026
Municipal Elections as stated above are hereby called for Bedford 

County, Tennessee for Tuesday, November 3, 2026, between the hours of 
9:00 am and 7:00 pm at the various precincts.

QUALIFYING DEADLINE   ---    August 20, 2026 at 12:00 NOON
WITHDRAWAL DEADLINE   ---    August 27, 2026 at 12:00 NOON

LAST DAY TO REGISTER TO VOTE   ---   October 5, 2026
FIRST DAY TO REQUEST AN ABSENTEE BALLOT  --  August 5, 2026

LAST DAY TO REQUEST AN ABSENTEE BALLOT  ---   October 24, 2026
EARLY VOTE     October 14TH through October 29th  

SHELBYVILLE BALLOT
Mayor
Councilperson Ward 2
Councilperson Ward 4
Councilperson Ward 6

NORMANDY BALLOT
Mayor
Alderman
Alderman (2 year unexpired term)

WARTRACE BALLOT
Mayor
Alderman (2 positions)

Petitions may be picked up at the Election Commission office located 
at 100 Public Square West, Basement, Shelbyville, TN 37160 between the 
hours of 8:00 am and 4:00 pm.

To qualify, candidates shall file their original petition in the county elec-
tion office where they reside. The nominating petition must be signed by at 
least twenty-five (25) voters who are registered in the candidates’ district/
city. Each voter who signs the petition must also supply his or her residen-
tial address.

Pursuant to TCA 2-7-133(i) and TCA 2-8-113(c) notice is hereby given that 
any person attempting to be elected by write-in ballots or receive a party’s 
nomination by write-in ballots shall complete a notice requesting such per-
son’s ballots be counted in each county of the district no later than noon, 
fifty (50) days before the election or primary election. Such person shall 
only have votes counted in counties where such notice was completed and 
timely filed. Write-in candidates in elections for the offices of Governor, 
United States Senate and United

States House of Representatives shall file their notice with the state co-
ordinator of elections.  The notice shall be on a form prescribed by the co-
ordinator of elections and shall not require signatures of any person other 
than the write-in candidate requesting ballots be counted. The coordinator 
of elections shall distribute such forms to the county election commissions.

The Election Commission does not discriminate on the basis of disabili-
ty.  If there are questions about needed accommodations in the voting pro-
cess call 931-684-0531.

For additional information:
Bedford County Election Commission, 

100 Public Square West, Basement, Shelbyville, TN 37160
     www.bedfordcountytn.gov

Office hours are Monday through Friday from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
BEDFORD COUNTY ELECTION COMMISSION

Danny Robbins, Chairman, Connie Crafton, Secretary, Wayne Tucker, 
Maleah Claxton, Bob York

Summer Leverette, Administrator of Elections
Office Hours 8:00 until 4:00 Monday - Friday

Hostess Barb Assel greets Linda Williams at Star-
bucks in Shelbyville.

Hostesses for the July Town and Country Garden 
Club meeting were: Barb Assel, Mary Pickhardt and 
René Francis.

Mary Pickhardt and Nancy Reak spent some qual-
ity time with Desiree Franks, coffee house leader of 
Starbucks in Shelbyville.

Summer beauty was displayed in more ways than 
one at the July meeting of Town and Country Garden 
Club.

Latte or Americana? Town and Country Garden 
Club members Muriel Robinson, Charlene Judd and 
Mary Howard enjoyed a cup of roasted goodness 
during the recent garden club meeting.

letting go.”
Cherry further wrote 

in his critique how the 
play, written by Kyle R. 
Thomas and directed by 
Jennifer Dawn Smith, 
paid great attention to 
detail-from the inclusion 
of the cast and crew’s 
photographs on set to 
the “precise timing of 
the actors.”

Sebastian Cherry is a 
theatre critic who focus-
es on live performance, 
blending professional 
analysis with personal 
perspective. His reviews 
often explore the artistic, 
emotional, and cultural 
impact of shows, and he 
covers a wide range of 
genres and formats.

As stated by Cherry, 
the premise is simple: as 
a massive storm begins, 
elderly couple, David 
(Michael Beckett) and 
Lynn (Jeanne Edwards) 
prepare to wait it out in 
their family home-de-
spite mandatory evac-
uation warnings. Their 
son and his wife, Ed-
ward (Alex Maynard) 
and Margaret (Erica Ra-
domsky) demand their 
folks pack up and leave 
ASAP.

What then emerges is 
wit, faith and respect.

“There Inherent” is a 
new play that will have 
you laughing and cry-
ing,” said Cherry. “And 
leave you feeling a new 
sense of compassion, 
empathy and under-
standing.”

It's a review and 
chance of a lifetime that 
long-time playwright 
like Kyle Thomas says 
he could only previously 
have dreamed about.

The Creative Team 
includes: Thomas and 
Smith and Nicole Ro-
driguez, stage manager; 
Brenden Taylor, sound 
design and original re-
cordings by Chase Perry-
man and Ava Perryman.

Locals understand 
that only a true Southern 
writer like Thomas could 
pull off such a flawless 
performance in New 
York City. To his advan-
tage, he’s had a few ex-
periences already at the 
Rogue Theatre.

The Shelbyville play-

wright’s passion for the-
atre began at a young age 
when he first discovered 
his father’s cast album 
of "The Phantom of the 
Opera." Thomas fed that 
passion as a performer 
in high school and com-
munity theatre produc-
tions. 

His love of history 
inspired his first screen-
play, "The First Debate," 
about the first televised 
presidential debate be-
tween John F. Kennedy 
and Richard Nixon. 

He wrote several 
more screenplays – be-
ing dubbed a “writer 

to watch” by The Black 
List – before returning 
his writing energy to 
his first love: the stage. 
He adapted his screen-
play "Portrait of a Young 
Man" into a monologue, 
which was selected for 
the 2022 Rogue Theatre 
Festival in New York 
City. After performing 
the monologue himself 

at The Players Theatre, it 
was also produced at The 
Walnut House in Mur-
freesboro. 

His play, "This House 
Is Not a Home," received 
its premiere in 2023, and 
was nominated for Best 
New Play by Broadway 
World Nashville. 

His next play, "Clocks 
Are Like Angels," was a 

featured finalist in the 
2023 Appalachian Play-
writing Festival, select-
ed for the 2024 Rogue 
Theatre Festival, and 
won the 2024 Best New 
Play Award presented by 
Playwrights First in New 
York City. It has been 
performed as well at the 
Fly Arts Center in Shel-

See DRAMA, 3A
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Dear Editor:
Last night [last week] 

I learned that my fellow 
mayoral candidate, Chad 
Fletcher, has made the dif-
ficult decision to withdraw 
from the race because of 
health concerns.

Campaigns remind 
us that beyond the signs, 
speeches, and debates are 
real people carrying bur-
dens the public often never 
see. Moments like this put 
politics into its proper per-
spective.

Chad has devoted much 
of his life to serving in ed-

ucation, working to make 
a difference in the lives of 
young people in Bedford 
and the surrounding coun-
ties. I appreciate the clean, 
respectful campaign he ran 
and the kindness, courage, 
and integrity he demon-
strated throughout the race.

My prayers are with 
Chad and his family, and I 
wish him a full and speedy 
recovery.

Please join me in keep-
ing Chad and his family in 
your thoughts and prayers.

Curt Cobb
Shelbyville

Shelbyville Times-Gazette
Subscription Rates

Print (In County) - 
Includes online

1 Year — $74.06
6 Months — $43.88
3 Months — $21.56

Print & Online - 
OTHER LOCATIONS

1 Year — $136.84
6 Months — $68.78
3 Months — $34.73 

Print & Online - ADJACENT County
(Coffee, Rutherford, Lincoln)

1 Year — $97.88
6 Months — $49.35
3 Months — $24.98 

Stranger things may not have happened . . . in past County elections

T-G Letter to 
Editor Policy

Letters to the editor are accepted and printed when 
they pertain to a topic of interest within the community or 
area (government, schools, infrastructure problems, etc.) 
The T-G is not a venue for letters that are personal attacks 
upon individuals, groups, or businesses. The Times-Ga-
zette Letter to the Editor policy includes the right to refuse 
to print or edit any letter received, if it does not meet those 
standards. Send to dawn@richardsonmediagroup.net.

DRAMA� From page 2A

Paying cash for old-
er sports card col-
lections. Unopened 
spor ts card cases 
and boxes. Comic 
books and antique 
sports related items. 
Shelbyville 

931-492-4304

WANTED

Bedford Briefs
County Finance 
Committee Meeting

The County Finance 
Committee meets at 4:15 
Tuesday, July 28, at the 
Dover Street business 
complex.
DREMC 
Membership Meeting

Duck River 
Electric Membership 
Corporation (DREMC) 
invites members to join 
a special celebration 
at its 2026 Annual 
Membership Meeting 
on Saturday, Aug. 
15, at Harris Middle 
School in Shelbyville. 
Member registration, 
c o m p l i m e n t a r y 
breakfast and other 

activities will begin 
at 8:30 a.m., offering 
attendees an opportunity 
to connect with friends, 
neighbors and the 
cooperative team while 
celebrating a major 
milestone in DREMC’s 
history. The meeting will 
commence at 9:30 a.m. 
This year’s meeting is 
especially significant as 
DREMC marks 90 years 
of serving this region. 
The annual gathering 
provides members with 
an opportunity to learn 
more about their electric 
cooperative, meet the 
employees and board 
directors who serve 
their communities, and 

hear updates about 
the organization’s 
accomplishments and 
plans.
CASA Plans 
Annual Fundraiser

CASA Works of 
Bedford County (Court 
Appointed Special 
Advocates) will have its 
annual fundraiser lunch 
and program “A Heart to 
Help” on Tuesday, Aug 18, 
at noon, at First Baptist 

byville.
"There Inherent," re-

ceived its world premiere 
at Gallery Players The-
atre in Brooklyn, NY., 
and was a finalist in the 
2025 Broadway Bound 
Theatre Festival.

Tickets are now on 
sale for the local perfor-
mance at The Fly Arts 
Center on August 21-23. 
Season ticket holders are 
reminded that this show 
is not part of the regular 
season ticket package. 
www.flyartscenter.com.

Still on cloud nine, 
Thomas told the T-G, 
“The overwhelming sen-
sation for me is gratitude, 
specifically for Jennifer. 
The way she orchestrat-
ed this play… it was done 
with such care and preci-
sion. Up front, she made 
it so easy for the actors. 
She gave them a detailed 
schedule that mapped 
out our entire rehearsal 
plan from the very first 
day. From that point 

on, though, she made it 
so hard for the actors. 
Tongue firmly planted in 
cheek, of course, but she 
really pushed them and 
challenged them. And to 
their credit — each and 
every one of them — they 
answered the bell ev-
ery single time. It was a 
very collaborative room, 
which I’m so proud of. I 
don’t think anyone was 
ever afraid to ask a ques-
tion or make a sugges-
tion.”

Thomas says that once 
they all made it to New 
York City, it was a really 
special trip for everyone. 
He said with confidence 
that it is something we 
will never forget. 

“And to be able to do 
it with our little group 
from this small town… 
who could have dreamed 
this up? For me person-
ally, to be able to share 
this adventure with Jen-
nifer, really means the 
world to me. She and I 

have known each oth-
er for so long. We did 
plays together in high 
school! We lost touch for 
a number of years, but 
we reconnected over the 
past couple years after I 
had moved back to Shel-
byville with my wife, 
Collette, and our chil-
dren.”

He added, “Our actors 
cared so much for one 
another. They were so 
patient with one anoth-
er and so supportive of 
each other. And once the 
lights were hot in New 
York City, they delivered 
their best performance 
yet. Their performance 
was definitely kissed by 
the magic of that city. 
This play received its 
premiere in Brooklyn 
in January of last year, 
with a New York cast. 
There were a handful 
of audience members 
who attended our show 
at Rogue who had been 
there when it premiered 

in Brooklyn. They all 
independently told me 
afterward that our cast 
was far superior. And 
I unequivocally agree. 
It really was a wonder-
ful night in the theatre. 
Once again, the word I 
come back to is grateful. 
This is not a musical, but 
they sang my words to 
me that night. I will be 
forever grateful to them 
for this.”

Thomas said he is still 
processing the news that 
critics gave them 5 out 
of 5 stars. “I am so hap-
py that we are getting a 
chance to present this 
play to audiences here 
locally. Especially with 
this incredible cast. They 
have earned every single 
kind word they have re-
ceived thus far, and I’m 
so excited for more peo-
ple to get the chance to 
see them in these roles. 
From New York to Shel-
byville. You can’t make 
this up.”

Director Smith notes, 
“I had no nerves until 
immediately before the 
show got started. None. 
Until I put my earrings 
in. And my hands would 
not stop shaking. I know 
that’s not related to any-
thing, but it was such a 
visceral thing.”

Smith said she was 
most impressed by 
something the Flea The-
atre’s sound engineer 
said. “He asked if we 
were from New York. He 
was shocked to learn we 
were not.”

Smith quotes him as 
saying, “I never would 
have known by the way 
you guys came in here 
and threw your set to-
gether, and were so pro-
fessional and so pre-
pared.” 

She says that the team 
had worked so hard for 
months, on every single 
detail, to make sure that 
when they got into that 
theatre, there would be 

no wasted time.
“When we walked in, 

we all got to work. It was 
100 percent a team effort. 
For me, I could talk about 
the performance. It was 
perfect, I could not have 
asked for better. But it 
was the team atmosphere 
that impressed me the 
most. We really became 
a family over the course 
of this journey. And that 
was obvious when we got 
to New York, and got into 
the theatre.”

Smith said she is just 
incredibly grateful for 
the opportunity and the 
experience. It’s not some-
thing she ever thought 
she would have the 
chance to do. 

“I was beyond thrilled 
with the feedback we re-
ceived immediately fol-
lowing the performance. 
Particularly on behalf 
of our actors, because 
I knew how hard they 
worked, and how much 
they cared about this op-
portunity and this show. 
For them, it was an in-
credible opportunity that 
doesn’t come around ev-
ery day.”

“The review meant so 
much to me, because of 
how well they performed. 
And that is a testament 
to how hard they worked, 
and how hard they 
worked for one another.”

By Dawn Hankins
dawn@richardsonmediagroup.net

As far as we know, 
this has never happened 
before. A mayoral candi-
date has taken seriously 
ill right before the Au-
gust General Election. 
If it ever did, it’s been 
a long, long, long time 
since.

First of all, let me say 
the entire community is 
praying for Republican 
Candidate for Mayor 
Chad Fletcher. He suf-

fered some ill health last 
Thursday during a fo-
rum in Shelbyville. (See 
a Letter to the Editor 
from fellow candidate 
Curt Cobb.)

Candidate Fletcher 
made a Facebook an-
nouncement a few days 
after his event that he 
was dropping out of the 
mayoral race, due to his 
recent health issues.

But not so fast, the 
Republican Party issued 
its own statement a few 
days later that said it 

was keeping Fletcher on 
the ballot and has the 
right to do so. It seems ill 
health does not consti-
tute that someone has to 
drop out of the race.

The Election Office 
informed me this week 
that the State is still 
working with CTAS (the 
guys who provide techni-
cal service to the County) 
to verify some important 
information. 

Once the ballot is set, 
per state statute, there 
can be no changes to it. 
Early voting has begun. 
Thankfully, early voting 
numbers are up! That’s a 
good sign.

Fletcher’s name will 
remain on the ballot, 
and we carry on with the 
election the same as be-
fore he came ill. The pro-
cess of the election does 
not change for Bedford 
County. 

Here’s what we know . 
. . Yes, since he remains 
on the ballot, candidate 
Fletcher can make that 
choice- if he wins- to stay 

in office or resign after-
wards.  No, the race does 
not default to the second 
person with the most 
votes, if Fletcher were to 
make a concession after 
the election. (This is not 
Miss America.)

There are a lot of 
timeline factors that are 
involved here. Likely the 
County Mayor position, 
in case of resignation, 
would be on the ballot 
in November 2026. Or, if 
the County Commission 
appoints someone, then 
there will be an unex-
pired term on the August 
2028 election.

We wish all the may-
oral candidates the best. 
But since we have Fletch-
er still on the ballot, un-
der these circumstances, 
we thought we’d try to 
offer some insight.

One of my wise, polit-
ically savvy, friends, did 
say this could become 
a complicated mess, in 
the end. It’s no fault of 
any one, it’s just how the 
state electoral process 

works. (His name is not 
important but what he 
knows, could change this 
mayor’s race with a qual-
ifying number of votes.)

The Tennessee elec-
tion code, well, it’s 
complicated. My friend 
explained it is also some-
what deviant on such 
matters at hand and 
hard to understand. 

However, if Mr. 
Fletcher is indeed elect-
ed mayor and immedi-
ately resigns, the whole 
thing is thrown back to 
the County Commission-
ers, he said, for solution. 
The Commission con-
venes a meeting to select 
a candidate to full-fill 
the mayoral position un-
til the next general elec-
tion. But if there is time 
before the election, a 
candidate can be placed 
on the ballot. But it looks 
like the Commission-
ers will be the people to 
select the next mayor 
should Fletcher win the 
general election. 

The meeting of the 

Commissioners for the 
mayor selection must be 
made public by a pub-
lished public notice in 
the newspaper 7 days 
prior to the special meet-
ing.  The voters can sub-
mit names of candidates 
but the Commissioners 
make the nomination, 
and then vote on the 
candidate. The elected 
person remains in office 
until the next general 
election.  

My friend was quite 
frank- “God forbid this 
scenario evolves in our 
county mayor’s race. I 
can imagine the intrigue 
and turmoil amongst the 
Commissioners in se-
lecting a county mayor.  
By their actions in the 
past, we wouldn't have a 
mayor until the next gen-
eral election in 2028. In 
the end, there may be no 
conflicting confusion.”  

Basically, just carry 
on as if nothing has hap-
pened, right? But you 
have to get out and vote 
to do that! 

Church in Shelbyville. 
RSVP by calling 931-
455-7426. CASA 
workers are trained 
advocates/ volunteers 
who work in juvenile 
court to represent 
the best interests of 
children who have been 
abused, neglected, or 
otherwise in need of 
court intervention. 
The Tennessee CASA 
Association supports 31 
CASA programs, serving 
60 counties, helping over 
4,700 children annually. 
The program is funded 
by the state and local 
communities, and its 
goal is to reduce the 
time children spend in 
foster care and improve 

outcomes for abused and 
neglected children. 
Mountain Market

The 67th annual 
Monteagle Mountain 
Market is July 25-26. 
Saturday is from 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m., while 
Sunday is from 9 a.m. 
to 4 p.m.Tents will be 
provided, in case of 
inclement weather.

 “I hope everyone 
comes out and enjoys 
themselves,” said Misty 
Anderson, executive 
director of Tennessee 
South Cumberland 
Chamber of Commerce. 
“This event is near and 
dear to the hearts of 
so many on the Upper 
Cumberland Plateau.” 

 

Way to go Bedford County!! 

County 2026 vs 2022 Change % 
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ASSEMBLY OF GOD
FIRST ASSEMBLY OF GOD
2510 Hwy. 231 N., 931-684-4809

HASKINS CHAPEL ASSEMBLY OF GOD
425 Haskins Chapel Rd., Lewisburg
931-388-7191

BAPTIST
BELVIEW BAPTIST
471 Troupe Rd., 931-684-3422

BETHANY BAPTIST
210 Richdale Lane, 931-684-8606

CALVARY BAPTIST
405 Lane Pkwy., 931-684-1870

CANNON BAPTIST
713 S. Cannon Blvd., 931-684-5442

EASTVIEW BAPTIST
404 S. Fairoak St., 931-684-9521

EDGEMONT BAPTIST
150 Fairfield Pike, 931-684-7676

EL BETHEL BAPTIST
1624 Hwy. 41A N., 931-684-0691

FAIR HAVEN BAPTIST
2726 Hwy. 231 N., 931-680-9803

FAITH BAPTIST
608 Neely Ave., 931-684-3764

FIRST BAPTIST
304 E. Depot St., 931-684-1634

FIRST BAPTIST
101 Webb Rd. E., Bell Buckle
931-389-9680

FRIENDSHIP BAPTIST
289 Hilltop Rd., 931-695-5119

GALILEE BAPTIST
917 Sevier St., 931-652-8543

GRACE BAPTIST CHURCH
1019 Madison St., Shelbyville
931-492-5037

HURRICANE CREEK BAPTIST
689 Elbethel Rd., 931-684-4754

GET THECoverage
YOU NEED!

• Auto • Home
• Life • Commercial

Templeton & Associates
Insurance

Kay, Zack & Jennifer
108 East Depot Street • 931-684-4380

Mullins Insurance

Things
Hap  en

Because...

p
Kathy Robertson
Mullins Insurance Agency
204 N. Main St
Shelbyville, Tn 37160

Phone: 931-684-7436 or 931-684-7489
Fax: 931-680-0322
Email: Mullins208@yahoo.com

Don Barnes
Realtor®

931-703-1022
DDBarnes@gmail.com

Cindy Barnes
Realtor®

931-703-3738
CindyCBarnes@gmail.com

ColdwellBankerSouthernRealty.com
  Each office is independently owned and operated.

This Devotional & 
Directory is made 
possible by these  
businesses who 

encourage all of us to  
attend worship services.

The Dinner The Dinner TableTable
201 Lane 201 Lane Pkwy, ShelbyvillePkwy, Shelbyville

931-684-5663931-684-5663
Open Monday-Saturday Open Monday-Saturday 6AM to 7PM, 6AM to 7PM, 

Sunday 10-2Sunday 10-2
Lunch buffet Lunch buffet every dayevery day

Pastors eat Pastors eat free on Sundayfree on Sunday

LUTHERAN
CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH
500 Elm Street, 931-684-0202

METHODIST
CANNON UNITED METHODIST
1001 S. Cannon Blvd., 931-684-4767

FIRST UNITED METHODIST
122 Public Square N., 931-684-2535
MULLINS CHAPEL AME
601 Ledbetter Rd., 931-685-4547

PLEASANT GROVE UNITED METHODIST
1597 Hwy. 130 W., 931-294-5477

SCOTT UNITED METHODIST
940 Morton St., 931-684-2297

ST. JOHNS AME
1512 Raby Ave., 931-684-9931

WHITESIDE UNITED METHODIST
2400 Midland Rd., 615-828-8292

WOODFORK CHAPEL AME
1011 Lipscomb St., 931-684-4817

NAZARENE
FIRST CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE
834 Union St., 931-684-3664

HILL TOP NAZARENE
1007 Smith Chapel Rd., 931-65-5234

HIMESVILLE CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE
1614 Hwy. 82 S., 931-694-6920

PENTECOSTAL
EMMANUEL PENTECOSTAL
1005 Belmont Ave., 931-685-6999

IGLESIA APOSTELIC PENTECOSTAL
2216 Hwy. 61 W., 931-680-1539

SHELBYVILLE UNITED PENTECOSTAL
1701 Green Lane, 931-685-9731

WHOSOEVER WILL PENTECOSTAL
219 E. Cedar St., 931-684-4384

PRESBYTERIAN
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN
600 N. Brittain St., 931-684-6541

GREEN HILL CUMBERLAND PRESBYTERIAN
1900 Unionville Deason Rd., Bell Buckle
931-294-2040

NORMANDY PRESBYTERIAN
108 Center St., Normandy, 931-857-9395

SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST
FIRST SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST
101 Church St., 931-685-9588

OTHER
ABUNDANT LIFE
600 Landers St., 931-703-0016

AGAPE WORSHIP CENTER
340 Maplewood Dr., 931-684-1243

BEREAN WAY CHRISITAN FELLOWSHIP
209 Thompson St., 931-703-7076

BLANKENSHIP COMMUNITY CHURCH
3602 Midland Rd., 931-437-2599

CHURCH AT ZION HILL
510 Thompson Rd., 931-581-4777

FELLOWSHIP FOR CHRIST
142 Richdale Lane, 931-684-0949

GATEWAY
1250 Madison St., 931-684-2794

HOUSE OF PRAYER
86 Union St., 931-703-5162

HOUSE OF PRAYER MINISTRY OF FAITH
907 W. Lane St., 931-639-1368

INTERNATIONAL HOUSE OF PRAYER
865 Union St., 931-607-8495

KING CHAPEL CHURCH AT UNION RIDGE
510 Union Ridge Rd., Wartrace, 931-389-6248

LIGHTHOUSE 
111 Church St., 931-684-4900

LIVING STONES COMMUNITY
304 Old Nashville Dirt Rd., 931-684-6883

LIVING WATER
3383 Hwy. 41A N. Unionville, 931-993-2477

MIRACLE TABERNACLE
507 Coble Circle, 931-224-5184

MOUNT VIEW
1331 Horse Mountain Rd., 931-685-0337

MULLIN CHAPEL
601 Ledbetter Rd., 931-685-4547

NUEVA VIDA
1304 Madison St., 931-580-0365

NEW LIFE 
111 Church St., 931-735-6720

PEOPLE’S CHURCH
1890 Madison St., 931-680-4880

THE SHELBYVILLE CHURCH
1014 W. Lane St., 931-492-4747

SHILOH OUTREACH CHURCH
2547 Hwy. 64 W., 931-684-0972

VICTORY CELEBRATION REVIVAL
1000 Colloredo Blvd., 931-680-0302

FIRST CHRISTIAN
309 Madison St., 931-684-7467

CHURCH OF CHRIST
BIRD STREET CHURCH OF CHRIST
428 Bird St., 931-684-3876

CHURCH OF CHRIST
115 High St., Bell Buckle
931-813-3079

EASTSIDE CHURCH OF CHRIST
1803 Madison St., 931-684-8521

FAIRFIELD CHURCH OF CHRIST
3521 Fairfield Pike, Wartrace
931-394-4090

FAIRLANE CHURCH OF CHRIST
101 Dow Dr., 931-684-1583

FLAT CREEK CHURCH OF CHRIST
1404 New Center Church Rd.
931-684-1360 

GREEN MEADOWS CHURCH OF CHRIST
355 Squire Hall Rd., 615-233-5420

RAUS CHURCH OF CHRIST
Smith Chapel Rd. Hwy. 13, 931-857-3362

SOUTHSIDE CHURCH OF CHRIST
108 Narrows Rd., 931-684-1805

WARTRACE CHURCH OF CHRIST
107 Bridgeview Ave., Wartrace
931-389-9496

CHURCH OF GOD
FIRST CHURCH OF GOD
278 Anthony Lane, 931-684-4646

NEW HALEY CHURCH OF GOD
2220 Patricia Dr., 931-685-1159

SHELBYVILLE CHURCH OF GOD
1014 W. Lane St., 931-492-4747

WHITTAKER CHURCH OF GOD
1200 Bethlehem Church Rd.,
423-618-9920

CHURCH OF GOD IN CHRIST
BRIGHT TEMPLE COGIC
516 Elm St., 931-684-7356

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST 
OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LDS
2508 Hwy. 231 N., 931-450-8848

EPISCOPAL
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE REDEEMER
203 Lane St., 931-684-5506

EVANGELICAL
EAST PARK EVANGELICAL
103 E. Pkwy., 256-278-8565

LONGVIEW BAPTIST
101 Cooper Rd., Unionville
931-294-2281

MIDLAND HEIGHTS BAPTIST
2706 Midland Rd., 931-680-0507

MOUNT ZION BAPTIST
101 Dow St., 931-684-1583

MT. ZION BAPTIST
506 Hill St., 931-684-5807

NEW BEGINNINGS BAPTIST
2027 Madison St., 931-703-9972

NEW BETHEL BAPTIST
1832 Hwy. 64 W., 615-684-5636

NORMANDY FIRST BAPTIST
100 Center St., Normandy,
931-857-3800

NORTH FORK BAPTIST
1641 Unionville Deason Rd., 
931-294-5610

ROVER BAPTIST
202 Baptist Church Rd., Eagleville
931-294-5840

SEVIER STREET FIRST BAPTIST
921 Sevier St., 931-684-7460

SHELBYVILLE FIRST BAPTIST
304 E. Depot St., 931-773-0145

SHELBYVILLE MILLS BAPTIST
900 Union St., 931-684-3625

SOUTHSIDE BAPTIST
900 S. Cannon Blvd., 931-684-6138

THOMPSON GROVE BAPTIST
2966 Sims Rd., 931-685-0025

TRINITY BAPTIST
1331 Horse Mountain Rd., 931-492-5480

TWIN OAKS BAPTIST
1710 Mount Herman Rd., Petersburg
931-993-8286

VICTORY INDEPENDENT BAPTIST
2200 N. Main St., 931-684-8114

CATHOLIC
ST. WILLIAM OF 
MONTEVERGINE CATHOLIC
500 S. Brittain St., 931-735-6004

ST. WILLIAMS CATHOLIC
719 N. Main St., 931-694-6154

CHRISTIAN
BETH SHAR SHALOM CHRISTIAN
207 April Lane, 931-680-9777AUGUST 8
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due to the 4th amend-
ment.

The Fourth Amend-
ment does not directly 
“protect free enterprise” 
in a broad economic 
sense, but it shapes the 
legal boundaries for how 
government can intrude 
into business operations. 

“Is a year long 
enough?” asked Commis-
sioner Anita Epperson.

White believes stan-
dards can be researched 
in a year. He said an-
other rational argument 
could get the moratorium 
extended for another 6 
months. But 18 months, 
by law, is the limit.

White said Planning 
Commission studies will 
include what other areas 
have already done and 
what others are discuss-
ing.

“We will see where it 
goes,” said White.

White said there are 
communities already at 
the mercy (water usage) 
from build outs from 
data centers. The local 
PC wants to be prepared 
when it comes to stan-
dards and in particular, 
water (Duck River) us-
age, according to White.

According to news re-
ports this week, property 
has been secured next 
to the Nashville Zoo in 
Nashville for a data cen-
ter. This comes amidst 
many signatures against 
the proposed develop-
ment.

Do these data cen-
ter companies hire local 
people to work, someone 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
The Division of Mineral and Geologic Resources proposes to issue National Pol-

lutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permits and will hold a public hearing 
pursuant to Rule 0400-40-05-.06 (8).
Date: August 25, 2026
Time: 5:00 p.m. CDT, Information Session
 6:00 p.m. CDT, Public Hearing
Location: 200 Dover Street, Suite 110
 Shelbyville, TN 37160

The public hearing will be presented via video-teleconference and may be attended 
online, by phone, or in-person at the address above. Information describing how to join 
online or by phone is provided below. At the hearing, the Division will receive public 
comments concerning the following permit actions:
NPDES Permit: TN0070755 
Applicant: Matthew Allen
Project Name: Fairfield Pike Lake
Facility Location: Fairfield Pike, Shelbyville, TN 37160
County: Bedford
NPDES Permit: TN0070756
Applicant: Hawkins and Price, LLC
Project Name: Highway 64 Lakes
Facility Location: Highway 64 E, Wartrace, TN 37183
County:  Bedford

The applications and draft permits are available in the Division of Mineral & Geolog-
ic Resources Data Viewer at www.tn.gov/environment/about-tdec/tdec-dataviewers.
html. The receiving streams for proposed discharges are Hurricane Creek and Garri-
son Fork. If you have questions related to the draft permits, contact the permit writer, 
Ashleigh Simons, at (865) 320-6143 or Ashleigh.Simons@tn.gov. 

The purpose of the hearing is to gather information from the public relevant to 
final decisions on the permit applications. Comments not related to water quality or 
to the information contained in the permit application will not be considered in the 
decision-making process. Issues such as air quality, zoning, blasting, noise, dust, and 
traffic are not related to water quality and are not regulated by the Division of Mineral 
and Geologic Resources or the NPDES program; therefore, consideration of these 
issues would not contribute relevant information for the proposed NPDES permits. 

The hearing officer may limit the length of verbal comments to five minutes and will 
require that all comments be relevant to NPDES water quality-related issues. Undue 
repetition in oral presentations should be avoided so that all interested parties will have 
an opportunity to present their concerns. Written comments related to the NPDES per-
mits will also be accepted at the hearing. Written comments will be afforded the same 
consideration as verbal comments.

Participants may join online using the website link below or call in by phone. Prior to 
opening the formal public hearing, an information session will be held at 5:00 p.m. The 
information session will allow participants to ask questions informally and receive input 
from TDEC staff. The formal hearing will begin at 6:00 p.m. Once the formal public 
hearing begins, the question-and-answer format will end, and all public comments will 
be collected for the hearing record without response from TDEC during the hearing.

Information regarding how to join the video-teleconference will be posted to the 
following website: https://www.tn.gov/environment/ppo-public-participation/ppo-
public-participation/ppo-dmgr.html

Individuals with disabilities who wish to participate in these proceedings or review 
the file should contact TDEC to discuss any auxiliary aids or services needed to facili-
tate such participation. Contact may be by writing, telephone, or other means. Contact 
the ADA Coordinator at (866) 253-5827 for further information. Such contact should be 
made no later than ten working days prior to the hearing to allow time to provide such 
aid or services. Hearing impaired callers may use the Tennessee Relay Service (1-
800-848-0298). If it is hard for you to read, speak, or understand English, TDEC may 
be able to provide translation or interpretation services free of charge by contacting 
Angela Cartledge at (865) 310-8632.

PUBLIC NOTICE
THE REGULAR MEETING

OF THE SHELBYVILLE POWER,
WATER, AND SEWER BOARD

WILL MEET

July 28, 2026, AT 5:00 PM
AT THE SHELBYVILLE POWER

SYSTEM OFFICE,
308 SOUTH MAIN STREET.

THE PUBLIC IS INVITED TO
ATTEND ANY AND ALL MEETINGS.

ANYONE DESIRING TO COMMENT TO
THE BOARD ON MATTERS GERMANE TO

THE ITEMS ON THE AGENDA SHALL
CONTACT JASON REESE BY NOON ON

THE DAY BEFORE THE MEETING.

SHELBYVILLE POWER, WATER & SEWER BOARDS
931-684-7171

Request for Proposals
Bid No. 27-4 Health Care Services for Jail
Bid No. 27-5 Used Mechanic Crane Truck
Bid No. 27-6 Shoulder Machine
Bid No. 27-7 Gasoline and Diesel

Bid packages are available on the Bedford Coun-
ty website, bedfordcountytn.gov, or at the Bedford 
County Department of Finance, 200 Dover Street, 
Suite 102, Shelbyville, TN. Sealed bids will be re-
ceived until 2:00 p.m., Thursday, August 13, 2026.

PUBLIC NOTICE
AHERA Compliance

In compliance with Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) and Asbestos Hazard Emergency Re-
sponse Act (AHERA) regulations the Bedford Coun-
ty Board of Education has identified and removed 
all friable asbestos throughout its facilities.  An 
Asbestos Management Plan has been developed 
and is on file in the office of each school for public 
perusal anytime, 8:30 a.m. – 2:30 p.m., Monday thru 
Friday.

Please be advised that, as of September 4, 
1990, all known friable asbestos has been removed 
throughout the Bedford County School System.  
Some nonfriable asbestos still exists in floor tiles, 
but with proper preventative maintenance, its exis-
tence should pose no threat or danger to the public.

Bedford County 
Government Photo

Rosenwald Commu-
nity Center on Tillman 
Street honored outgoing 
Bedford County Mayor 
Chad Graham (above) 
and Sheriff Austin Swing 
on Monday with a fare-
well coffee. The two 
elected officials will retire 
from their respective du-
ties, following the Gener-
al Election on Aug 6. A 
plaque of commemora-
tion was given to them 
for their dedication to 
the community at large. 
Mayor Graham and City 
Mayor Randy Carroll 
have an informal chat 
during the coffee.

BCEMS Photo
Following 33 years of service, Bedford County 

Paramedic Jamie Whorley, left, is retiring. He has 
served several surrounding communities, in addition 
to Bedford. The Bedford County Emergency Medi-
cal Service family celebrated this week with Whorley 
and his family. Mayor Chad Graham made the official 
presentation.

ROSENWALD 
CENTER 
HONORS 
TWO LONG-
TIME PUBLIC 
OFFICIALS

A DEDICATED 
PARAMEDIC STEPS DOWN 

As often reported in the T-G, child 
neglect, rape and abuse and weapons 
charges generally go hand in hand with 
most drug cases. Sadly, that was the 
case this last week in criminal court.

METH and Fentanyl- very bad news. 
While some charged in court are from 
other towns, sadly, the large majority 
of perps are from Shelbyville.

------
Sheriff Austin Swing, who is begin-

ning to prepare for his retirement, gave 
his final report to the Rules and Legis-
lative Committee on Tuesday. Who will 
fill his shoes?

Editor’s Note: The Times-Gazette 
truly thanks Sheriff Swing on all the 

assistance he has given to us as we 
strived to report and share activity 
from the Sheriff’s Department, and 
years ago, Shelbyville Police, with the 
general public.

Sheriff Swing’s June report stat-
ed there were 6 aggravated assaults 
and 273 investigations. There were 59 
auto accidents with no injuries and 18 
with injuries. Two drunk drivers were 
booked.

There was one burglary reported 
and one prowler was on the loose.

Total inmates currently in hold-
ing is 328. There were 298 processed 
through the local jail for the month of 
June.

God can get our attention in the most creative and 
profound ways.

The late Dr. Charles Stanley wrote in “How to Lis-
ten to God:” Lest we become dull and insensitive to 
His voice, God has his ways of gaining our undivid-
ed attention.”

There’s no better time for the incarcerated to lis-
ten to God. Use the time decreed by law as something 
positive.

There is help for the incarcerated. That is through 
Psalm 23:1-6. There’s no Biblical character more 
likely to have been called on the “carpet” than King 
David. But, the difference is he was a man after God’s 
own heart.

I memorized this verse as a child. It is still one of 
my favorites.

I was happy to learn that Leanna Crawford has 
made popular a song called, “Still Waters” which is 
based on Psalm 23. She emphasizes trust and peace 
within this song.

So write it on your heart and believe it.
23 The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not 

want.
2 He maketh me to lie down in green pas-

tures: he leadeth me beside the still waters.
3 He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the 

paths of righteousness for his name's sake.
4 Yea, though I walk through the valley of 

the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for 
thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they 
comfort me.

5 Thou preparest a table before me in the 

Around the 
Corrections Department 

Help is available for the incarcerated-Psalm 23

asked during the meet-
ing? White said unfor-
tunately those opportu-
nities are not as readily 
available, due to the na-
ture of the data center 
work. However, it was 
mentioned that tax reve-
nue can be a good thing, 
with data center develop-
ment.

“We just want to 
make sure that we have 
you guys, in a year or 
less . . . comprehensive 
standards that are well 
thought out . . . . So, 
if you’re in a situation 
where you’re being asked 
to make a legislative de-
cision on zoning, that you 
can rest assured that at 
least these things have 
been studied and miti-
gated in the standards.”

Commissioner Epper-
son made a motion that 
the resolution be sent to 
the full Commission. The 
motion was seconded 
by Commissioner John 
Boutwell.

The County Com-
mission, with several 
new Commissioners 
and a new Mayor-elect, 
will meet in full session 
7 p.m., Aug. 11, at the 
courthouse.

Public comments can 
be made. Contact the 
mayor’s office.

presence of mine enemies: thou anointest my 
head with oil; my cup runneth over.

6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow 
me all the days of my life: and I will dwell in 
the house of the Lord forever.

Writer Dawn Hankins has worked in church 
ministry and has a passion to journal the Word for 
the “lost and found.”

CHURCH NEWS
WORSHIP AT FUMC-SHELBYVILLE

Worship service at First United Methodist 
Church on the public square blends the richness 
of United Methodist tradition with a warm, 
welcoming spirit. You’ll experience the Chancel 
Choir, our pianist/pipe organist, and hymns from 
the United Methodist Hymnal. FUMC-S follows 
the liturgical calendar throughout the year and 
often worship through themed sermon series. Abe 
Zimmerman is pastor. Communion is celebrated 
on the first Sunday of each month, and everyone 
is welcome at Christ’s table. Nursery is available.
SCOTT'S CHAPEL UMC

Seasoned with a touch of salt food pantry 
is Saturday, Aug. 8 from 9 a.m.-10:30 a.m. at 
940 Morton Street in Shelbyville. For more 
information: scottchapelumc.org
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Sudoku

Fill in the blank squares so that each row, each column and each
3-by-3 block contain all of the digits 1 thru 9.

If you use logic you can solve the puzzle without guesswork.

Need a little help?  The hints page shows a logical order to solve the puzzle.
Use it to identify the next square you should solve.  Or use the answers page
if you really get stuck.

© 2013 KrazyDad.com

Sudoku #3
Easy Sudoku Puzzles by KrazyDad, Volume 1, Book 1

R
apoport's R

ule of the R
oller-Skate K

ey: C
ertain item

s w
hich are crucial to

a given activity w
ill show

 up w
ith uncom

m
on regularity until the day w

hen that
activity is planned, at w

hich point the item
 in question w

ill disappear from
the face of the earth.

-- D
an R

apoport

4 7 9 1 6 5
2 3 8 4

1
1 4 7 8 5

6 2 3 9
3 6 5 8 1

8
5 9 4 2
7 1 5 2 9 8

EASY

AnswersEasy Sudoku Puzzles by KrazyDad, Volume 1, Book 1

Sudoku #1
31498
18573

697231
65231
314

14298
938614

84739
21967

2576

4962

845

9874

578269

6357

752

6512

3458

Sudoku #2
39184
25783

4956
42698

689421
19346
4231
95734

13859

6572

4961

87132

5713

357

7825

59687

8261

7642

Sudoku #3
823

16579
35948627
2936

85174
9742

42179563
38617

634

479165

2384

1

14785

6239

36581

8

5942

715298

Sudoku #4
3281
176953

4672
25896
3462851
98132

8569
758631

3728

54697

824

95318

1437

79

7654

13247

294

69415

Sudoku #5
97326

46259
26953
493752
51647

632195
14762

92165
52319

5148

3871

1784

186

2893

874

3598

7834

6847

Sudoku #6
47951

86492
1382764

178
56728143

857
6859731
92567

34168

2368

7513

59

426359

9

391426

42

1843

7295

Sudoku #7
8951

427
52491783

87394
964831

43576
41623897

687
9216

73624

631589

6

1265

572

2198

5

391452

78453

Sudoku #8
39874

68473
4932

6397542
728

4819375
1536

76985
85439

5126

2591

17658

81

513496

26

92487

4321

6271

EASY

Fill in the blank squares so that each row, each column and each
3-by-3 block contain all of the digits 1 thru 9.

If you use logic you can solve the puzzle without guesswork.

Need a little help?  The hints page shows a logical order to solve the puzzle.
Use it to identify the next square you should solve.  Or use the answers page
if you really get stuck.

© 2023 KrazyDad.com

Sudoku #3
Intermediate Sudoku by KrazyDad, Volume 1, Book 1

H
onor's a good brooch to w

ear in a m
an's hat at all tim

es.
-- Jonson

8 4 3
9 6 1

3
4 7 5

3 7 5 6
5 9 6

3
5 4 9
6 8 5

INTERMEDIATE

AnswersIntermediate Sudoku by KrazyDad, Volume 1, Book 1

Sudoku #1
67591
1394582
719236

9683752
2836149
5179436
942385

6271984
87563

2438

67

584

41

75

28

167

35

4921

Sudoku #2
2174695
96132

74325981
45732
9132586
23457
64138279

75961
8967234

83

5874

6

6981

74

8619

5

3248

15

Sudoku #3
169527
352784
27461985
816392
42819
712834
98754126

261738
319247

843

961

3

475

3756

596

3

549

685

Sudoku #4
193765
5741862
836417
9875623
42176

5437982
768349

5698721
194365

248

93

925

14

3895

61

251

34

278

Sudoku #5
2367194
8546723

495328
472583

92678
149257

481937
1236798

8734561

85

19

716

169

3514

683

562

54

92

Sudoku #6
13954627
946218
571864
873415

96357
182439

826375
724396
36571984

8

375

293

962

2481

657

491

158

2

Sudoku #7
59342

4691357
2874569
6938174

76295
5243916
3587421
9135478
84726

7168

28

31

52

1483

87

69

26

1935

Sudoku #8
591628

487163
367491

7456932
6579214
8293157
718369
925614

839725

347

295

852

18

38

46

524

378

461

INTERMEDIATE

Fill in the blank squares so that each row, each column and each
3-by-3 block contain all of the digits 1 thru 9.

If you use logic you can solve the puzzle without guesswork.

Need a little help?  The hints page shows a logical order to solve the puzzle.
Use it to identify the next square you should solve.  Or use the answers page
if you really get stuck.

© 2013 KrazyDad.com

Sudoku #3
Novice Sudoku Puzzles, Volume 1, Book 1

Q
ue es m

as m
acho: `lightbulb' o `schoolbus'?

9 8 2
3 2 4 6 7

1 4 8
6 3 7 8
4 9

3 8 5 1
2 1 7
3 6 1 7 4
5 2 9

NOVICE

AnswersNovice Sudoku Puzzles, Volume 1, Book 1

Sudoku #1
514693
6325791

4325
185329

28
936157

7462
3981756

563218

782

84

89167

674

4759163

248

81539

24

974

Sudoku #2
42658

68739
389427
25149
4692875
79368
821764

78136
69387

9173

5241

156

8763

31

1452

395

5429

1452

Sudoku #3
473651
8951
627539
92145
1582736
79624

496583
8259

873641

982

32467

148

6378

49

3851

217

36174

529

Sudoku #4
6849

68432
1325687

638572
875139
429178
3692154

87916
4159

52713

7951

94

914

642

365

87

2543

76328

Sudoku #5
943628
6573

871295
4912785
81597

7283916
146873

6419
789254

157

29841

346

63

6342

54

952

25378

316

Sudoku #6
647812

7294
213987
48635

31286
62519

471623
3581
125374

953

83561

546

1792

5947

7438

895

24769

968

Sudoku #7
716359
358264
91352
6542
257361
8415

62593
428516
589167

428

971

6478

31897

948

76293

1748

397

324

Sudoku #8
259168
345829
87693

34761
14237

29534
16845

213567
854132

374

671

1452

5829

9658

7816

7329

498

679

NOVICE

Fill in the blank squares so that each row, each column and each 3-by-3 block contain all of the digits 1 thru 9.
If you use logic, you can solve the puzzle without guesswork.
Need a little help? The answers are below.

Bedford County property transfers
The following prop-

erty sales were recently 
recorded in the Bedford 
County Register of Deeds 
office.
File date: July 7

Location: 105 Einkorn 
Rd; Sel ler, Ole South 
Properties Inc; Buyer,  
Stanislaw Wloch, Renata 
Wloch, Stanislaw and Re-
nata Living Wloch Trush; 
Price, $355,990 (Deed).

Location: 224 High-
land Court; Seller, Music 
City Holdings LLC; Buyer,  
Rev ive a  Home LL C; 
Price, $130,000 (Deed).

Location: 832 Longview 
Rd; Seller, Krista Mor-
ton, Mark Nolen; Buyer,  
Roger Landron Ivey; 
Price, $597,500 (Deed).

Location: 425 Halls 
Mil l  Rd; Sel ler,  Tan-
n e r  W i l l i a m  W a r f , 
Lindsey Giles; Buyer,  
Jimmie W Davis Jr; Price, 
$330,000 (Deed).

S e l l e r ,  To r y  M a y 
Ho m e s  L L C ;  B u y e r,  
Leonard Charles Dano Jr, 
Cynthia Ann Dano; Price, 
$434,900 (Deed).

Location: 105 Laurel 
Park; Seller, Samuel G 
Godswill Ntrakwa; Buyer,  
S a m u e l  G  G o d s w i l l 
Ntrakwa, Bethel Adams; 
Price, $0 (QD).
File date: July 8

L o c a t i o n :  2 0 0 6 
Long v iew Rd; Sel ler, 
Christina Chaves, Luis 
Diego Chaves; Buyer,  
Kenneth Ronnow, Leigh 

Anne Ronnow; Price, 
$520,000 (Deed).

L oc at ion:  120 Mi l-
let St; Seller, Ole South 
Properties Inc; Buyer,  
Abby Grace Blackwell; 
Price, $305,990 (Deed).

Location: 500 Coop 
Bell Buckle; Seller, Mark 
Robert Rolfes, Domin-
que C Rol fes;  Buyer,  
J e r e m y  H a n s o n , 
Ta ra  Ha n son;  P r ic e , 
$1,800,000 (Deed).

L o c a t i o n :  1 0 8 0 
Frank Martin Rd; Sell-
er, Carol Green; Buyer,  
William Lee Peoples; 
Price, $0 (QD).

Location: 1076 Frank 
M a r t i n  R d ;  S e l l e r , 
C a r ol  Gr e en;  Buyer,  
Gary Peoples; Price, $0 

(QD).
Location: State Hwy 

82; Seller, Potts Prop-
e r t i e s  L L C ;  B u y e r ,  
Joseph Lee Potts; Price, 
$0 (QD).
File date: July 9

Location: Butler Ave; 
Sel ler, J C Ccompton 
Properties LLC; Buyer,  
Alexander Michael Ve-
laquez Salas, Anna Sel-
m a  C r om b e t ;  P r i c e , 
$239,900 (Deed).

Location: 133 Stone-
f i e l d  C i r c l e ;  S e l l e r, 
Way ne Neese; Buyer,  
Angel Jimenez Leon, Je-
sus Jimenez Leon, Edith 
L e on  Zu n iga;  P r ic e , 
$140,400 (Deed).

L o c a t i o n :  6 9 8 8 
H w y  6 4  E a s t ;  S e l l -
e r ,  R u s s e l l  S m o a k , 
Cheri D Smoak; Buyer,  

Smoak Tennessee Com-
munity Property Trust; 
Price, $0 (QD).

Location: 204 Juniper 
St; Seller, William Eu-
gene Buchanan, Helen 
Rochelle Adams; Buyer,  
William Eugene Buchan-
an, Helen Rochelle Ad-
ams; Price, $0 (QD).

Locat ion: 136 Con-
quest Ct; Seller, 136 Con-
quest Court Trust; Buyer,  
Trey Perryman, Amber 
Lanese Perryman; Price, 
$324,900 (Deed).

Sel ler,  C ayley  Per-
rett, Cayley Carter, Ev-
elyn H Perrett; Buyer,  
James Ccarter, Cayley 
Perrett Carter, Evelyn H 
Perrett; Price, $0 (QD).

Location: Highway 64; 
Seller, Ronnie Wheeler, 
Vickie Wheeler; Buyer,  
Hunter Lee Wheeler, 
Taylor Wheeler; Price, 
$167,010.43 (Deed).
File date: July 10

L o c a t i o n :  M o o d y 
S t ;  S e l l e r ,  D e b o -
r a h  B r o w n ;  B u y e r ,  
James E Farrar Jr; Price, 
$85,000 (Deed).

L o c a t i o n :  3 0 0 2 
Sims Rd; Seller, Leigh 
Ann Singleton; Buyer,  
Judy Mangrum; Price, 
$122,000 (Deed).

Location: Matt Dr; Sell-
er, Miriam Watkins, Al-
exander Watkins; Buyer,  
Yasser K Al Hasnawy; 
Price, $65,000 (Deed).

Location: 1421 Warner 
Bridge Rd; Seller, Lane 
Family Trust, Andrew 
Paul Lane Jr, Melanie 

L a ne Casson;  Buyer,  
Lane M Casson, Brittany 
Casson; Price, $44,100 
(Deed).

Seller, Josh W Shelton, 
Carrie M Shelton; Buyer,  
Mason Storm James, 
Ba i ley Ja mes;  Pr ice, 
$473,000 (Deed).

S e l l e r ,  B e d f o r d 
Build Habitat for Hu-
m a n i t y  I n c ;  B u y e r,  
Misty Ledbetter; Price, 
$200,000 (Deed).

S e l l e r,  L au r a  S h i -
g e m i t s u ;  B u y e r ,  
Cor y Phi l l ips;  Pr ice, 
$262,500 (Deed).
File date: July 13

Location: Three Forks 
Bridge; Seller, Alcorn 
Properties LLC; Buyer,  
Anthony Schafer, Peyton 
Schafer; Price, $15,000 
(Deed).

L ocat ion: 204 Cot-
tonw o o d  D r ;  S e l le r, 
Justin N Cutler; Buyer,  
C o r y  Ta y l o r ;  P r i c e , 
$254,900 (Deed).
File date: July 14

L o c at ion:  W h it a k-
er Rd; Seller, Stepha-
nie Rose Martin, Sam-
uel  P Mar t in;  Buyer,  
Miles Irby, Robert Blake 
Williams; Price, $499,900 
(Deed).

Location: Hw y 231; 
Seller, Sherry E Sims, Mi-
chael Lloyd Sims; Buyer,  
HHazel Bodner, James 
Christopher Catignani; 
Price, $900,000 (Deed).

Seller, Jones Construc-
tion Company; Buyer,  
JC Builders LLC; Price, 
$0 (QD).

accessories
26) Kiss sound
27) Cook’s cover-up
29) Clifflike, flat-topped 

elevation
30) Twenty-one-gun salute, 

e.g.
32) Air-traffic control device
33) Scottish quick bread
35) Rats
37) Wasn’t truthful
39) “Ods bodkins!”
41) Areas of human 

development
42) Danish currency
47) “Rocky II,” e.g.
49) Like a usable clarinet
52) Protector in the office
54) Conservatory 

assignment, maybe
55) Appreciate a 

performance
56) Result of honing
57) Press lips
58) Put on, as cargo
59) “Idylls of the King” 

character
60) Calls, in poker
61) Fraternity “T”
62) Preconditions

CLUES ACROSS
1) Purple flower
6) Bugs on a hill
10) Dreadful day for Caesar
14) Preserved or reserved
15) Bimonthly tide
16) Evening hour
17) Enjoyed dinner at home
18) Chihuahua bull
19) Again from the start
20) Angry fit on Everest?
23) Diamond, e.g.
24) Counterfeit token
25) “Be Prepared” org. for 

boys
28) Some farm critters
31) Promotes one’s music
34) Bedevilers
36) Ardor
38) Barely perceptible amount
40) Sailing vessels are fans 

of Lassie?
43) Search, as for talent
44) State with confidence
45) “Sweater Girl” Turner
46) Elephant’s quartet
48) “Phew!” inducer
50) Like a debtor’s ink
51) Hawk among gods
53) Born, in the society pages

55) Exclusive circle of insects?
61) Ceramic piece
63) Pakistan language
64) Eddy or Allman of music
65) A good way away
66) Breakfast choices
67) Van Halen on guitar
68) Delivery org.
69) Wine sediment
70) Things done by 25-Across

CLUES DOWN
1) Rich, dark soil
2) “And lead us not___ ... “
3) In ___ of (instead of)
4) Breezing through, as a 

test
5) Shaq played it
6) Prefix with “skid” or “thesis”
7) Gas light
8) Infield coverings
9) Pampered to a fault (var.)
10) Address every four years
11) Eat well
12) Compass point between 

N and S
13) Start on one’s wardrobe?
21) Astonish
22) Repeat word for word
25) Lobster eaters’ 

BREAKING . . . 
ANOTHER SIMS 
ROAD INCIDENT 
UNDER INVESTIGATION

Investigators with Bedford County Sheriff’s 
Department are working on a criminal 
investigation involving an incident that happened 
on Sims Road this week. This is an ongoing death 
investigation, however there does not appear 
to be any foul play. There is not a threat to the 
public, investigators said. Investigators had no 
further comment, as of press time Wednesday. 
Residents have commented this week about 
crime tape being around a residence and offered 
prayers to family.
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SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE’S NOTICE OF SALE OF REAL ESTATE
Notice is hereby given that for default in payment of the debt 

secured by the Deed of Trust from JAMES CHADWICK TUCKER, to 
Richard W. Gabriel, Trustee, dated January 31, 2024, and recorded 
in Trust Deed Book 1109, Page 413, Register’s Office of Bedford 
County, Tennessee, and Jeremy B. Bell appointed as Successor 
Trustee by instrument of record in Trust Deed Book  1194, page 753, 
Register’s Office of Bedford County, Tennessee, the undersigned, 
as Substitute Trustee, at the request of Donald Parker, the owner 
and holder of said debt and pursuant to the authority of the Deed of 
Trust has demanded that the below described property be advertised 
and sold in satisfaction of the debt, will sell at the front door of the 
Bedford County Courthouse located at 1 Public Square, Shelbyville, 
Tennessee, on July 31, 2026, at 10:00 a.m. local prevailing time to 
the highest bidder, for cash, the following property located in the 
Twenty-Third (23rd) Civil District of Bedford County, TN:

TRACT NO. 1: Lying and being in the Twenty-third (23rd) Civil 
District of Bedford County, Tennessee, being more particularly 
described as follows, to-wit: The following described tract is bound 
on the West by State Highway 130, on the South by Patricia J. 
Ellerth, on the North by Roy W. Turner and Kerry B. Canady, and on 
the East by Kerry B. Canady and Terry Preston. Beginning at a ½’ 
rebar set in the East margin of State Highway 130 (30 feet from the 
center), said point being the Northwest corner of Patricia J. Ellerth 
(Deed Book 320, Page 284) and the Southwest corner of this tract, 
said point being the Northwest corner of Tract 6, James C. Burns, 
Jr., Property (Plat Book A, Page 278); THENCE with said margin, 
North 44° 27’ 56” West, 274.08 feet to a 1” pipe found; thence with 
Roy W. Turner (Deed Book 220, Page 567) and Kerry B. Canady 
(Deed Book 320, Page 670), North 45° 25’ 52” East, 446.09 feet to a 
½” rebar found; thence with Kerry B. Canady (Deed Book 320, Page 
670), South 44° 34’ 53” East, 74.60 feet to a ½” rebar found; thence 
with Terry Preston (Deed Book 239, Page 783), South 44° 13’ 07” 
East, 200.38 feet to a ½” rebar found; thence with Patricia J. Ellerth 
(Deed Book 320, Page 284), South 45° 32’ 46” West, 445.38 feet 
to the beginning; containing 2.81 acres, more or less.  The above 
description is taken from a survey plat dated February 23, 2016 
by Stanley Todd Reese, Tennessee Registered Land Surveyor, 
Certificate number 2648, Reese Land Surveying, 112 East Commerce 
Street, Lewisburg, TN 37091.

TRACT NO. 2: Lying and being in the Twenty-third (23rd) Civil 
District of Bedford County, Tennessee, and being more particularly 
described as follows, to-wit:  Being all of that property noted as “Parcel 
B” consisting of 1.33 acres, as shown on the plat of Terry L. Preston 
Additions, Final Plat, dated January 4, 2019, of record at Plat Cabinet 
J, Envelope 81, Register’s Office, Bedford County, Tennessee.

Being the same property conveyed to James Chadwick Tucker, 
an unmarried man, by deed of record in Deed Book 387, page 722, 
Register’s Office of Bedford County, Tennessee.

THE PROPERTY ADDRESS:  1419 Hwy 130-E, Shelbyville, 
TN  37160

Parcel ID: Map 099; Parcel 017.00
This sale of the property will be without warranty of any kind and 

is further subject to subject to all unpaid taxes, parties in possession, 
any facts or claims which could be ascertained by an inspection of 
the above-described property and subject to the following documents/
instruments of record in the Bedford County Register of Deeds:

1. All easements, restrictions and other matters noted on deed 
of record in Deed Book 387, page 722, Register’s Office of Bedford 
County, Tennessee;

2. Right-of-way for State Highway 130.
along with any other applicable easements and restrictions, prior 

liens or mortgages, if any.   Said sale shall also be subject to any 

statutory rights of redemption of any governmental agency, state or 
federal, as well as any priority created by fixture filing; and subject to 
any matter that an accurate survey of the premises might disclose.  	

This is an attempt to collect a debt, and any information obtained 
will be used for that purpose.  This communication comes from a 
debt collector.  

If the highest bidder is unable to comply with the terms of the 
sale, I reserve the right to proceed to the next highest bidder able 
to comply or re-advertise, if I so choose.  The terms and conditions 
of the sale are subject to any other announcements which may be 
made at the date of sale.  The right is reserved to adjourn the day 
of the sale to another date certain, without further publication, upon 
announcement at the time set above.

Proceeds of the sale shall be applied as provided for by the terms 
of the Deed of Trust.  Said Deed of Trust is made a part hereof as 
if copied verbatim.  

Third party internet posting website is: www.foreclosuretennessee.
com

This notice will be published in the Shelbyville Times-Gazette 
three times on the following dates: July 9, 2026, July 16, 2026, and 
July 23, 2026.

Dated this 7th day of July, 2026.
JEREMY B. BELL, Substitute Trustee
For Donald Parker

NOTICE OF SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE’S SALE 
WHEREAS, default has occurred in the performance of the 

covenants, terms and conditions of a Deed of Trust dated June 2, 
2017, executed by KENDALL C HAMPTON and TORREZ HAMPTON 
conveying certain real property therein described to RANDALL 
CLEMONS, as Trustee, as same appears of record in the Register`s 
Office of Bedford County, Tennessee recorded June 12, 2017, in 
Book TD881, Page 962; and 

WHEREAS, the beneficial interest of said Deed of Trust was 
last transferred and assigned to Citizens Bank, N.A.  who is now the 
owner of said debt; and

WHEREAS, the undersigned, Rubin Lublin TN, PLLC, having been 
appointed as Substitute Trustee by instrument to be filed for record 
in the Register’s Office of Bedford County, Tennessee.  

NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby given that the entire 
indebtedness has been declared due and payable, and that the 
undersigned, Rubin Lublin TN, PLLC, as Substitute Trustee or his duly 
appointed agent, by virtue of the power, duty and authority vested and 
imposed upon said Substitute Trustee will, on August 6, 2026 at or 
about 10:00 AM at the front steps of the Bedford County Courthouse, 
Shelbyville, Tennessee, proceed to sell at public outcry to the highest 
and best bidder for cash or certified funds ONLY, the following 
described property situated in Bedford County, Tennessee, to wit:

LAND LOCATED IN BEDFORD COUNTY, TENNESSEE, 
BEGINNING AT A METAL PIN ON THE SOUTH MARGIN OF COOP 
ROAD 2498.5 FEET EAST OF THE CENTER LINE OF HIGHWAY 
231 BEING MEASURED ALONG THE SOUTH MARGIN OF COOP 
ROAD; THENCE SOUTH 49 DEG. 29 MIN. EAST 130.1 FEET TO 
A POINT ON THE SOUTH MARGIN OF SAID ROAD; THENCE 
SOUTH 42 DEG. 25 MIN. EAST 140.2 FEET TO A POINT ON THE 
SOUTH MARGIN OF SAID ROAD AND THE WEST MARGIN OF 
AN ENTRANCE DRIVEWAY; THENCE FOLLOWING THE WEST 
MARGIN OF THE SAID DRIVEWAY SOUTH 57 DEG. 49 MIN. 
WEST 81.7 FEET; SOUTH 69 DEG. 20 MIN. WEST 101.0 FEET; 
SOUTH 60 DEG. 15 MIN. WEST 53.5 FEET; SOUTH 52 DEG. 22 
MIN. WEST 41.5 FEET; SOUTH 41 DEG. 45 MIN. WEST 259.8 
FEET; SOUTH 88 DEG. 54 MIN. WEST 212.2 FEET TO A METAL 
PIN ON THE NORTH MARGIN OF THE SAID DRIVEWAY AND ON 
A TRACT LINE; THENCE NORTH 25 DEG. 56 MIN. EAST 386.0 
FEET TO A PAINTED ROCK; THENCE SOUTH 79 DEG. 30 MIN. 
EAST 131.7 FEET TO A METAL PIN; THENCE NORTH 35 DEG. 
08 MIN. EAST 237.07 FEET TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING, AND 
CONTAINING 3.00 ACRES MORE OR LESS.

BEING THE SAME PROPERTY CONVEYED TO KENDALL 
C. HAMPTON AND TORREZ HAMPTON, WIFE AND HUSBAND, 
BY WARRANTY DEED FROM LONNA M. MODERSOHN AND 
HUSBAND, GREGORY T. MODERSOHN OF RECORD IN BOOK 
D338, PAGE 258, IN THE REGISTER`S OFFICE OF BEDFORD 
COUNTY, TENNESSEE.

Parcel ID: 022-034.01
PROPERTY ADDRESS: The street address of the property is 

believed to be 629 COOP RD, BELL BUCKLE, TN 37020. In the 
event of any discrepancy between this street address and the legal 
description of the property, the legal description shall control.  

CURRENT OWNER(S): TORREZ & KENDALL HAMPTON AS 
TRUSTEE OF THE HAMPTON FAMILY LIVING TRUST, DATED 
MARCH 4, 2024 

OTHER  INTERESTED PARTIES: 
BANK OF AMERICA, N.A. , WILSON BANK & TRUST 
The sale of the above-described property shall be subject to 

all matters shown on any recorded plat; any unpaid taxes; any 
restrictive covenants, easements or set-back lines that may be 
applicable; any prior liens or encumbrances as well as any priority 
created by a fixture filing; and to any matter that an accurate survey 
of the premises might disclose. This property is being sold with the 
express reservation that it is subject to confirmation by the lender 
or Substitute Trustee. This sale may be rescinded at any time. This 
sale is subject to purchaser’s tendering to Rubin Lublin, LLC, anti-
money laundering information as required pursuant to the FinCEN 
Real Estate Report Rule. Failure to provide information, could result 
in rescission of the sale. The right is reserved to adjourn the day 
of the sale to another day, time, and place certain without further 
publication, upon announcement at the time and place for the sale set 
forth above. All right and equity of redemption, statutory or otherwise, 
homestead, and dower are expressly waived in said Deed of Trust, 
and the title is believed to be good, but the undersigned will sell and 
convey only as Substitute Trustee. The Property is sold as is, where 
is, without representations or warranties of any kind, including fitness 
for a particular use or purpose.

THIS LAW FIRM IS ATTEMPTING TO COLLECT A DEBT. ANY 
INFORMATION OBTAINED WILL BE USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.

Rubin Lublin TN, PLLC, Substitute Trustee
3145 Avalon Ridge Place, Suite 100
Peachtree Corners, GA 30071
rlselaw.com/property-listing
Tel: (877) 813-0992
Fax: (470) 508-9401
A copy of this notice is being published at www.BetterChoiceNotices.

com (793tc)

NOTICE OF SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE’S SALE 
WHEREAS, default has occurred in the performance of the 

covenants, terms and conditions of a Deed of Trust dated May 
26, 2017, executed by KENDRICKS L. GRISSOM and KAMILAH 
GRISSOM conveying certain real property therein described 
to J.D. KIOUS, as Trustee, as same appears of record in the 
Register`s Office of Bedford County, Tennessee recorded May 
30, 2017, in Book TD881, Page 245; and 

WHEREAS, the beneficial interest of said Deed of Trust was 
last transferred and assigned to PennyMac Loan Services, LLC  
who is now the owner of said debt; and

WHEREAS, the undersigned, Rubin Lublin TN, PLLC, having 
been appointed as Substitute Trustee by instrument to be filed 
for record in the Register’s Office of Bedford County, Tennessee.  

NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby given that the entire 
indebtedness has been declared due and payable, and that the 
undersigned, Rubin Lublin TN, PLLC, as Substitute Trustee or his 
duly appointed agent, by virtue of the power, duty and authority 
vested and imposed upon said Substitute Trustee will, on August 
3, 2026 at or about 11:00 AM at the main entrance to the Bedford 
County Courthouse, 1 Public Square, Shelbyville, TN 37160, 
proceed to sell at public outcry to the highest and best bidder for 
cash or certified funds ONLY, the following described property 
situated in Bedford County, Tennessee, to wit:

A CERTAIN TRACT OR PARCEL OF LAND LYING AND 
BEING IN THE 7TH CIVIL DISTRICT OF BEDFORD COUNTY, 
TENNESSEE, BEING BOUNDED AND DESCRIBED AS 
FOLLOWS: 

BEGINNING AT A STAKE LOCATED ON THE EAST 
MARGIN OF HOBSON AVENUE, THE SAME BEING 130 FEET 
SOUTH OF THE INTERSECTION OF HOBSON AVENUE WITH 
MARTHA STREET AND RUNNING THENCE WITH THE EAST 
BOUNDARY OF HOBSON AVENUE SOUTH 00 DEGREES 40 
MINUTES WEST 75 FEET; THENCE SOUTH 84 DEGREES 33 
MINUTES EAST 160 FEET TO A STAKE; THENCE NORTH 00 
DEGREES 40 MINUTES EAST 75 FEET TO A STAKE; THENCE 
NORTH 84 DEGREES 33 MINUTES WEST 160 FEET TO THE 
POINT OF BEGINNING, AND BEING THE SOUTHERNMOST 
10 FEET OF LOT 7, ALL OF LOT NOS. 8, 9 AND 10, AND THE 
SOUTHERNMOST 5 FEET OF LOT 11, IN BLOCK H OF THE J.E. 
THOMPSON SUBDIVISION TO THE CITY OF SHELBYVILLE, 
A PLAT OF WHICH IS OF RECORD IN DEED BOOK 38, PAGE 
15, REGISTER`S OFFICE, BEDFORD COUNTY, TENNESSEE. 
SUBJECT TO MATTERS AS SHOWN ON PLAT OF RECORD IN 
DEED BOOK 38, PAGE 15, REGISTER`S OFFICE OF BEDFORD 
COUNTY, TENNESSEE.

Parcel ID: 089G E 015.00
PROPERTY ADDRESS: The street address of the property is 

believed to be 304 HOBSON AVE, SHELBYVILLE, TN 37160. In 
the event of any discrepancy between this street address and the 
legal description of the property, the legal description shall control.  

CURRENT OWNER(S): KENDRICKS L. GRISSOM, KAMILAH 
GRISSOM

OTHER  INTERESTED PARTIES: 
SECRETARY OF HOUSING AND URBAN DEVLOPEMENT, 

HARPETH FINANCIAL SERVICES, LLC DBA ADVANCE 
FINANCIAL, 3D FINANCIAL 

The sale of the above-described property shall be subject to 
all matters shown on any recorded plat; any unpaid taxes; any 
restrictive covenants, easements or set-back lines that may be 
applicable; any prior liens or encumbrances as well as any priority 
created by a fixture filing; and to any matter that an accurate 
survey of the premises might disclose. This property is being sold 
with the express reservation that it is subject to confirmation by 
the lender or Substitute Trustee. This sale may be rescinded at 
any time. This sale is subject to purchaser’s tendering to Rubin 
Lublin, LLC, anti-money laundering information as required 
pursuant to the FinCEN Real Estate Report Rule. Failure to provide 
information, could result in rescission of the sale. The right is 
reserved to adjourn the day of the sale to another day, time, and 
place certain without further publication, upon announcement 
at the time and place for the sale set forth above. All right and 
equity of redemption, statutory or otherwise, homestead, and 
dower are expressly waived in said Deed of Trust, and the title 
is believed to be good, but the undersigned will sell and convey 
only as Substitute Trustee. The Property is sold as is, where 
is, without representations or warranties of any kind, including 
fitness for a particular use or purpose.

THIS LAW FIRM IS ATTEMPTING TO COLLECT A DEBT. 
ANY INFORMATION OBTAINED WILL BE USED FOR THAT 
PURPOSE.

Rubin Lublin TN, PLLC, Substitute Trustee
3145 Avalon Ridge Place, Suite 100
Peachtree Corners, GA 30071
rlselaw.com/property-listing
Tel: (877) 813-0992
Fax: (470) 508-9401
A copy of this notice is being published at www.

BetterChoiceNotices.com (793tc)

NOTICE
KRISTAN GRACE SIMPSON
The State of Tennessee, Department of Children’s Services, 

has filed a Petition to Declare Children Dependent and Neglected 
as to Chase Isaiah Brandon. It appears that ordinary process of 
law cannot be served upon you because your whereabouts are 
unknown. You are hereby ORDERED to serve upon Stephen 
Marsh, Attorney for the Tennessee Department of Children Ser-
vices, 200 Athens Way, 2nd Floor, Suite A, Nashville, TN 37243, 
an answer to the Petition to Declare Children Dependent and Ne-
glected filed by the Tennessee Department of Children’s Services 
within five (5) days of the last day of Publication of this notice, 
and you must also appear in the juvenile court of Franklin County, 
Tennessee at Winchester, Tennessee on the 26th day of August, 
2026, at 8 a.m. for the hearing on the petition to Declare Children 
Dependent and Neglected by the State of Tennessee, Department 
of children’s services.  If you fail to do so, a default judgment will 
be taken against you pursuant for the relief demanded in the Peti-
tion. You may view and obtain a copy of the Petition and any other 
subsequently filed legal documents at the Juvenile Court Clerk’s 
Office, Winchester, Tennessee. (7164tc)

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Estate of Dorothy Porterfield, Deceased

Notice is hereby given that on July 16, of 2026 Letter of Admin-
istration in respect of the estate of Dorothy Porterfield, who died 
06/14/2026, were issued to the undersigned by the Bedford Coun-
ty Chancery Court of Bedford County, Tennessee. All persons, 
resident and Non-resident, having claims, matured or unmatured, 
against the estate are required to file the same with the Clerk of 
the above-named Court on or before the earlier of the dates pre-
scribed in (1) or (2) otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1) (A) Four (4) months from the date of the first publication (or 
posting, as the case may be) of this notice if the creditor received 
an actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty (60) days 
before the date that is four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication (or posting); or

    (B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor received an 
actual copy of the notice to creditors if the creditor received the 
copy of the notice less than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is 
four (4) months from the date of the first publication (or posting) as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s date of death.
This the 16th day of July, 2026.
/s/ Bentley Porterfield, Executor
/s/ Jack G. Heffington, Attorney
/s/ Curt M. Cobb, Clerk and Master/Deputy Clerk             (7232tp)

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Estate of John Bumpus, Deceased

Notice is hereby given that on July 2, of 2026 Letter of Ad-
ministration in respect of the estate of John Bumpus, who died 
06/08/2026, were issued to the undersigned by the Bedford Coun-
ty Chancery Court of Bedford County, Tennessee. All persons, 
resident and Non-resident, having claims, matured or unmatured, 
against the estate are required to file the same with the Clerk of 
the above-named Court on or before the earlier of the dates pre-
scribed in (1) or (2) otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1) (A) Four (4) months from the date of the first publication (or 
posting, as the case may be) of this notice if the creditor received 
an actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty (60) days 
before the date that is four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication (or posting); or

    (B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor received an 
actual copy of the notice to creditors if the creditor received the 
copy of the notice less than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is 
four (4) months from the date of the first publication (or posting) as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s date of death.
This the 2nd day of July, 2026.
/s/ Rebecca L. Morgan, Executrix
/s/ Tamra L. Smith, Attorney
/s/ Curt M. Cobb, Clerk and Master/Deputy Clerk             (7232tp)

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Estate of Leslie Steve Leverette, Deceased

Notice is hereby given that on July 6, of 2026 Letter of Adminis-
tration in respect of the estate of Leslie Steve Leverette, who died 
02/13/2026, were issued to the undersigned by the Bedford Coun-
ty Chancery Court of Bedford County, Tennessee. All persons, 
resident and Non-resident, having claims, matured or unmatured, 
against the estate are required to file the same with the Clerk of 
the above-named Court on or before the earlier of the dates pre-
scribed in (1) or (2) otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1) (A) Four (4) months from the date of the first publication (or 
posting, as the case may be) of this notice if the creditor received 
an actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty (60) days 
before the date that is four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication (or posting); or

    (B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor received an 
actual copy of the notice to creditors if the creditor received the 
copy of the notice less than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is 
four (4) months from the date of the first publication (or posting) as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s date of death.
This the 6th day of July, 2026.
/s/ Sharon Renee Leverette, Administratrix
/s/ Jay B. Jackson, Attorney
/s/ Curt M. Cobb, Clerk and Master/Deputy Clerk             (7232tp)

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Estate of Margaret Britton Vaughn, Deceased

Notice is hereby given that on July 2, of 2026 Letter of Admin-
istration in respect of the estate of Margaret Britton Vaughn, who 
died 06/27/2026, were issued to the undersigned by the Bedford 
County Chancery Court of Bedford County, Tennessee. All per-
sons, resident and Non-resident, having claims, matured or un-
matured, against the estate are required to file the same with the 
Clerk of the above-named Court on or before the earlier of the 
dates prescribed in (1) or (2) otherwise their claims will be forever 
barred:

(1) (A) Four (4) months from the date of the first publication (or 
posting, as the case may be) of this notice if the creditor received 
an actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty (60) days 
before the date that is four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication (or posting); or

    (B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor received an 
actual copy of the notice to creditors if the creditor received the 
copy of the notice less than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is 
four (4) months from the date of the first publication (or posting) as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s date of death.
This the 2nd day of July, 2026.
/s/ Linda Howard, Executrix
/s/ Tamra L. Smith, Attorney
/s/ Curt M. Cobb, Clerk and Master/Deputy Clerk             (7232tp)

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Estate of Walter Randall Webb Jr., Deceased

Notice is hereby given that on July 16, of 2026 Letter of Ad-
ministration in respect of the estate of Walter Randall Webb Jr., 
who died 06/12/2026, were issued to the undersigned by the Bed-
ford County Chancery Court of Bedford County, Tennessee. All 
persons, resident and Non-resident, having claims, matured or 
unmatured, against the estate are required to file the same with 
the Clerk of the above-named Court on or before the earlier of the 
dates prescribed in (1) or (2) otherwise their claims will be forever 
barred:

(1) (A) Four (4) months from the date of the first publication (or 
posting, as the case may be) of this notice if the creditor received 
an actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty (60) days 
before the date that is four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication (or posting); or

    (B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor received an 
actual copy of the notice to creditors if the creditor received the 
copy of the notice less than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is 
four (4) months from the date of the first publication (or posting) as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s date of death.
This the 16th day of July, 2026.
/s/ Walter Ryan Webb & Kelly Nicole Owens, Co-Administrators
/s/ Megan K. Trott, Attorney
/s/ Curt M. Cobb, Clerk and Master/Deputy Clerk             (7232tp)
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Clyde Woods 
Clifford

Clyde Woods Clifford, 
age 88, of Shelbyville, 
passed peacefully at his 
residence under the ex-
cellent care of Hospice 
Compassus. He is pre-
ceded in death by his 
parents, Dora Clifford 
and Buford Clifford; 
siblings, William (Mil-
dred), Robert (Mary), 
Randolph (Mary), and 
Pauline (Robert).  Clyde 
is survived by his daugh-
ters, Majoria Steagall 
and Anjanette Clifford; 
daughter-in-law, Linda 
Roither; granddaughter, 
Jenifer Pickett (Bran-
don) and great grand-
children Paisley and 
Bodi. 

Clyde was a graduate 
of SCTTS and MTSU 
and was a member of the 

Army 82nd Airborne 
Division.

Graveside service will 
be held at 11 a.m., Satur-
day, July 18th at Willow 
Mount Cemetery. In 
Lieu of flowers the fami-
ly requests donations be 
made to a charity of your 
choice.

F e l d h a u s - G o w -
en-Smith Chapel is hon-
ored to be serving the 
family of Clyde Woods 
Clifford.

Shane Michael 
McAnally

Shane Michael 
McAnally 59 of Shel-
byville died July 17, 
2026.

"A Gathering of 
Friends" will be held 
Friday, July 24th, from 
3:00 P.M. to 6:00 P.M., 
at Hillcrest Funeral 
Home.

He was born October 
18, 1966 in Blue Island, 
Illinois, to his parents 
the late Percy Leroy 
McAnally and Wilma 
Louise Riddle McAnally.

Shane is survived by 
his daughters, Nicole 
Marie Cagle (Brian), 
Jennifer Lauren Claxton 
(Tyler), Rebecca Lynn 
Allen (Joseph) of Shel-
byville and Kassi Leann 
Boyce of Tullahoma; 
his sisters, Sharon Zad-
kovich, Marsha Fortt of 
Illinois, Cheryl Farris 
(Ricky) of Arizona; his 
brother, Greg McAnally 
(Jane) of Tullahoma and 
his eighteen beloved 
grandchildren.

Shane lived life on his 
own terms, worked hard, 
loved deeply, and found 
happiness in the simple 

things. He loved spend-
ing time outdoors, espe-
cially fishing, searching 
for hidden treasures at 
yard sales and working 
as a tree cutter, a profes-
sion he dedicated most 
of his life to. He never 
met a stranger, loved 
sharing stories, making 
people laugh and spend-
ing time with the people 
he cared about. If you 
knew Shane, you knew 
how much he enjoyed 
a good fishing trip and 
a cold one. His laugh-
ter, stories and one-of-
a-king personality will 
be deeply missed by all 
who had the privilege of 
knowing him.

Hillcrest Funeral 
Home is in charge of ar-
rangements.

Gwendolyn 
Beasley Arnold

Dr. Gwendolyn Bea-
sley Arnold went to be 
with her heavenly Fa-
ther Sunday evening, 
July 19, 2026, at the age 
of 97.

Gwendolyn Arnold 
was the daughter of the 
late Mai Williams Bea-
sley and Alton Beasley. 
Her husband was the 
late Claude Jarman Ar-
nold. She was also pre-
ceded in death by infant 
granddaughter Joanna 
Lauren Arnold. 

Survivors are Son, 
Jay Arnold (Corinne); 
Daughter Sherry Woods 
(Tony); Grandchildren: 
Wesley Arnold, Chris-
topher Arnold, Daphne 
Petre (Daniel), Antho-
ny Woods (Allison) and 
great grandchild Emma 
Petre.

Dr. Arnold retired 
from the Metro Nash-
ville School System as 
a media specialist and 
teacher of the gifted and 
talented. Known by her 
peers in education as 
“Dr. Gwen” she was her 
school’s Teacher of the 
Year in 1981.

A former resident 
of Shelbyville, TN, she 
graduated from Shel-
byville Central High 
School in 1947, as the 
class valedictorian. 
While in high school, she 
was active and served as 
an officer in many or-
ganizations. She served 
as a class officer her ju-
nior and senior years, a 
member of the student 
council, a staff member 
of the school yearbook, 
and senior superlative 
prettiest girl.

She received her B.S., 
M.Ed., and Ed.S. de-
grees from MTSU, Mur-
freesboro, TN. While at 
MTSU she was recog-
nized for her academ-
ic accomplishments by 
being one of the two ju-
niors selected into Phi 
Sigma Beta Scholarship 
Society in 1957. She was 
also among those hon-
ored at a special dinner 
given by the MTSU As-
sociation of University 
Professors as one of the 
top twelve academic 
graduates in the class 
of 1958. She received a 
Ph.D. degree from Van-
derbilt University, Nash-
ville, TN in 1981.

A member of First 
Baptist Church since 
1966, she taught in 
Church Training and 
assisted in the church 
library for many years. 
She was an active mem-
ber of First Baptist 
Round Table 2 Mission 
Group for many years.

As a career educator, 
Dr. Arnold had a passion 
for teaching children, 
promoting professional 
and personal growth of 
women educators and 
enhancing the quality 
of education. Active in 
professional organiza-
tions, she was a member 
of the Delta Kappa Gam-
ma Society Internation-

al. She served as chap-
ter president of Alpha 
Nu Chapter, Nashville, 
and Beta Epsilon Chap-
ter, Murfreesboro and 
chaired several state 
committees. While serv-
ing as the Xi State First 
Vice President and later 
as a state Area Director 
she traveled across the 
state and visited many 
chapters as their guest 
speaker.

She was honored by 
the four Nashville chap-
ters in receiving the Dis-
tinguished Service to 
Education Award. She 
was also honored by 
the Murfreesboro Beta 
Epsilon Chapter as the 
author of an article pub-
lished in the Delta Kap-
pa Gamma Society In-
ternational professional 
journal, “The Bulletin.” 
She and eleven other 
Delta Kappa Gamma 
members from across 
Tennessee were honored 
at a special ceremony, 
the Order of the Rose, at 
the 2010 state conven-
tion. This ceremony rec-
ognizes distinguished 
members who have 
made significant con-
tributions to education 
and their community.

She was a member 
of the Metro Nashville 
Retired Teachers Asso-
ciation. A member of the 
Murfreesboro Lioness 
Club, she served as pres-
ident and in numerous 
other offices.

As a member of the 
Murfreesboro Woman’s 
Club, she enjoyed pre-
senting book reviews at 
various times. During 
her years of retirement, 
she traveled extensively, 
enjoyed her bridge clubs, 
and attended the yearly 
Adventures in Learn-
ing Program where she 
also gave book reviews. 
She valued her longtime 
friendships with high 
school, college, and fel-
low educators. She led a 
full life, but her greatest 
joy was the time spent 
with her family and 
grandchildren.

The family will re-
ceive friends from 2 p.m. 
– 3 p.m. Sunday, July 
26th, at Feldhaus-Gow-
en-Smith Chapel, 850 
Union Street, Shel-
byville TN. A funeral 
service will be held at 3 
p.m. in the chapel with 
Brother Michael Park of-
ficiating. Interment will 
follow in Willow Mount 
Cemetery.

F e l d h a u s - G o w -
en-Smith Chapel is hon-
ored to be serving the 
family of Dr. Gwendolyn 
Beasley Arnold.

Ellery “Sam” 
Huston Wix

Ellery "Sam" Huston 
Wix, age 70, of Shel-
byville, TN., passed 
away peacefully in his 
home, surrounded by 
family, July 19, 2026. 
Sam was born on July 
24, 1955, in Michigan, 
to the Reverend Richard 
and Elizabeth Wix. 

He was known for 
his passion and love of 
music, and for playing 
the piano like Jerry Lee 
Lewis. He passed down 
his love of music and 
talents to his children, 
and his greatest joy was 
spending time with his 
family. He was an em-
ployee of Kroger for over 
30 years before his re-
tirement.

He is survived by his 
loving wife, Norma West 
Wix; his children, Jere-
my (Megan) Wix of Bell 
Buckle, TN, Gregory 
(Drea) Wix of Rocklin, 
CA, and Valerie (Ryan) 
Brown of Unionville, 
TN; his grandchildren, 
Brent (Andrea) Wix, Vic-
toria (Caleb) Anderson, 
Kendra Wix (James Rid-
ner), Richard Dudeck, 

Myrka (Nathan) Foote, 
Jazmyne Wix, Lilli Du-
deck, Bella Wix, and 
Eligh Wix; step-grand-
children, Dakota Brown, 
Destiny Brown, Nolan 
Wix, Delaney Cooper, 
Maddox Cooper (Ava 
Dorothy), Aleena Wix, 
Braxton Brown; and 9 
great-grandchildren. He 
is preceded in death by 
his parents, Reverend 
Richard Wix, and Eliz-
abeth "Betty" Durr Wix; 
his granddaughter, An-
drea Dudeck; his sister, 
Patricia Clark; and his 
brother, Roy Wix.

A memorial service 
will be held at the Shel-
byville United Pente-
costal Church, Thurs-
day, July 23, 2026, at 
5:00PM.

Leslie Warren
Leslie Warren, 74, of 

Bell Buckle, Tennessee, 
passed away on Satur-
day, July 18, 2026, at As-
cension Saint Thomas of 
Rutherford.

A Celebration of Life 
honoring Leslie will be 
held August 1 from 2-4 
p.m. at Victory Baptist 
Church.

Born on July 14, 1952, 
in Shelbyville, Ten-
nessee, Leslie was the 
son of the late Charles 
Warren and Alice Bone 
Warren. He worked at 
GTI for over 10 years as 
company President. Lat-
er, he took a job as the 
Head of Maintenance 
at First Baptist Church 
in Shelbyville. He faith-
fully served there until 
retiring after being em-
ployed for over 25 years. 
He was known by his 
coworkers for his dedi-
cation and willingness 
to help others.

Leslie had a love of 
music and could play 
piano as well as guitar. 
He was a Christian and 
attended Victory Baptist 
Church in Shelbyville. 
Summer was one of his 
favorite times of the 
year. He loved to be 
outdoors spending time 
with his family grilling 
out and swimming in 
the pool. He was very 
smart when it came to 
fixing things and build-
ing. He did much of the 
work on his home while 
it was being built. He 
also did most of his own 
car maintenance. He felt 
doing things yourself 

was invaluable knowl-
edge and instilled this 
in others by his exam-
ple. Though he is gone, 
the love he shared, the 
memories he created 
will continue to live on.

Leslie is survived 
by his loving wife of 24 
years, Natalie Warren; 
his children, Leslie El-
don (Kimberly) Warren 
of Shelbyville, Tennes-
see, Nicole (Hudson) 
Cole of Lynchburg, Ten-
nessee, Natasha Rig-
don of Shelbyville Ten-
nessee, B.J. (Kristin) 
Rigdon of Illinois and 
Jessie (Brallen) Rigdon 
of Murfreesboro, Ten-
nessee; his sister, Janet 
King of Shelbyville, Ten-
nessee; 5 grandchildren; 
and 10 great-grandchil-
dren; three nieces and 
two nephews.

In addition to his par-
ents, Leslie was preced-
ed in death by his son, 
Jeromy Warren, and his 
brothers, Charles Milton 
Warren, Danny Warren 
and Jerry Warren.

Doak Funeral Home 
is serving the family.

For online condolenc-
es, please visit www.do-
akfh.com

Ruth Ann Landers
Ruth Ann Landers, 

85, of Lynchburg, Tn., 
died July 20, 2026.

Funeral Services 
will be held 2:00 P.M. 
Thursday, July 23rd, at 
Hillcrest Funeral Home, 
with the Rev. Jimmy 
Gray officiating. Burial 
will follow at Hillcrest 
Memorial Gardens. Visi-
tation will begin at 11:00 
A.M.

She was born Decem-
ber 8, 1940, in Hazel 
Green, Alabama, to her 
parents, the late John-
ny and Ethel Mears 
Preston. In addition to 
her parents, she is also 
preceded in death by a 
daughter, Melissa Land-
ers; a grandson, Justin 
Groce; a brother, Ralph 
Preston; and sisters, 
Martha Lawson and 
Margaret Amos.

Ruth is survived 
by her children, Vicki 
Lynn Davenport (Clyde) 
of Tullahoma, Larry 
Alan Landers (Missy) 
of Shelbyville, Diana 
Robin Smith of Lynch-
burg; sister, Thelma 

Overcast of Shelbyville; 
brother, James Preston 
of Huntsville, Ala.; 8 
grandchildren, Chris-
tine Davenport, Carissa 
(Derek) Chapin, Corey 
Davenport, Matthew 
(Samantha) Groce, Jes-
sica (Jeremiah) Griffin, 
Zack (Meagan) Smith, 
Logan (Morgan) Land-
ers, Mason (Elizabeth) 
Landers; 9 great-grand-
children, Trent Walker, 
Anayah Grant, Brooklyn 
Groce, Caseon Casteel, 
Rhett Griffin, Beau Grif-
fin, Kylie Solis, Kenzie 
Solis, Avah Smith and a 
great-great-grandchild, 
Kieran Walker.

Hillcrest Funeral 
Home is serving the 
family.

Obituaries

Charlie Whitehurst
Mr. Charlie Whitehurst, age 75, of Arrington, TN,, 

passed away on Friday, July 17, 2026, at his residence.  
Lawrence Funeral Home and Cremation 

Services, 203 South Horton Pkwy, Chapel 
Hill, TN, is in charge of arrangements.  

 
William Jasper Burks, 71, of Shelbyville, TN. 

February 14, 1955 - July 18, 2026
Doak Funeral Home in Shelbyville 

is serving the family.

Larry Charles Perry, Age 91 of Shelbyville, TN
June 3, 1935 - July 16, 2026

Doak Funeral Home in Shelbyville 
is serving the family.

Death Notices

Classifieds
YARD SALES

ESTATE SALE
113 Cloverdale Road, 

Shelbyville
July 23, 24, 25

10AM-4PM Daily
Entire household of 

treasures from around 
the world.

John Deere and more
Sale by Ole Grapevine

931-580-6134

NOTICES

ABANDONED 
VEHICLE NOTICE
2012 Lexus IS 250-

JTHBF5C26C2102038
2015 Nissan Altima-

1N4AL3AP1FC440749
2013 Ford Escape-

1FMCU0GX4DUB61224
2019 Chevrolet Equinox-
2GNAXKEV0K6170084

2022 Kia Soul-
KNDJ23AU8N7178965

2012 Nissan Sentra-
3N1AB6AP7CL607682

Will be sold or disposed 
of if not claimed by reg-
istered owner within 10 
days of this notice for 
towing and storage by 
Green’s Towing And 
Recovery, 1713 Green 
Lane, Shelbyville, TN. 
(931)703-4588.

Todays’ date 7/23/2026
The following vehicles 

will be sold at
Daniel’s Auto Repair

120 Sunlite Rd.,
Shelbyville, TN 37160

Beginning 8/03/2026 at 
8:00 AM. If you have any 
interest in any of these 

Vehicles:
RE: 2017 DODG

VIN: 
2C4RDGCG6HR573838

RE: 2018 NISS
VIN: 

1N6AF0KY1N812723

FOR SALE

Frigidaire refrigerator
Approximately 3 years 

old and in great condition
Silver front with black 

sides
$250 - 

Call: 931-492-4154

SERVICES

LAWN CARE 
SERVICES

931-773-6105

Call and place your 
Classified Ad Today! 
(931) 684-1200

advertising@t-g.com
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Lasting Memories From an 
Incredible FIFA World Cup 2026

S H E L B Y V I L L E , 
Tenn. – Just like that, 
the world’s most im-
portant sporting event is 
over. Spain finally broke 
down Argentina in extra 
time to win 1-0 thanks 
to a Ferran Torres goal 
in the 106th minute on 
Sunday in New Jersey 
to win the FIFA World 
Cup for just the second 
time in its history. In the 
process, the Spaniards 
denied Lionel Messi and 
his countrymen from do-
ing something that still 
hasn’t been done since 
Brazil went back-to-back 
in 1958 and 1962.

In the end, the best 
team came out on top. 
On the first matchday, 
Spain seemed to throw 
a lot of people off their 
scent when they played 
to a scoreless draw 
against Cape Verde (rem-
iniscent of when they 
last won the World Cup 
in 2010 despite losing to 
Switzerland in the first 
game of the group stage). 
However, La Roja would 
concede just a single goal 
in the entire tournament 
– a Charles De Katalaere 
header in the first half of 
Spain’s 2-1 Quarterfinal 
win over Belgium – en 
route to finding their feet 
and eventually winning 
the whole thing. 

Thanks to their style 
of quick passes to dom-
inate possession com-
bined with a tenacious 
high press to win the 
ball back, Spain con-
ceded a record-low 2.30 
expected goals in eight 
games, breaking 2002 
Brazil’s record of 2.60 
XG that occurred in sev-
en games.

Spain are now the 
holders of the European 
Championship and the 
World Cup, and their 
youth teams have domi-
nated at the lower levels 
as well. La Roja is set up 
to succeed for the fore-
seeable future. Their 
style of play is not very 
appealing to the average 
neutral due to its slow 
tempo, but it’s extremely 
effective and produces 
results.

On the Argentina side, 
this was an incredi-
ble run inspired by the 
greatest footballer of all 
time in Lionel Messi. 
Messi finished second 
in the Golden Boot race 
behind Kylian Mbappe 
with eight goals, but 
Messi also tallied four 
assists and should have 
won the Golden Ball (the 
award for the player of 
the tournament was giv-
en to Rodri of Spain). 
Messi nearly found a way 
to an equalizer with Ar-
gentina down to 10 men 
in the 117th minute, but 
Giuliano Simeone put 
Messi’s tantalizing deliv-
ery over the bar from six 
yards out. 

Argentina did not cre-
ate much outside of the 
final few minutes, much 
like they’ve done for the 
majority of the tourna-
ment the last few weeks. 
Against England in the 
semifinal, they didn’t 
show much attacking 
threat until going down 

a goal early in the second 
half. Perhaps if they had 
conceded earlier in nor-
mal time, the Argentines 
would have found a goal. 

For Messi, this is like-
ly his final appearance 
on the world’s greatest 
stage. He turned 39 years 
old in mid-June, and he 
will be 43 years old when 
the next World Cup 
comes around in 2030. 
He seemed to know this 
was the end for him as 
well, and if that is the 
case, what a ride it has 
been. This was his third 
World Cup Final of his 
career, and he was able 
to lift the trophy for the 
first time in 2022 at 35 
years of age. Of course, 
on the ball, Messi still is 
one of the best players 
in the world at this time, 
but with the rate of phys-
ical decline surely set to 
speed up sooner rather 
than later, one would 
think it would be quite 
difficult for the greatest 
player of all time to keep 

playing at this level in 
his 40s.

No one knows when he 
will retire from playing, 
or even if he will retire 
from the national team 
before the next Copa 
America that takes place 
in 2028. If he does, he 
will end his career with 
Argentina with two Co-
pa’s and one World Cup, 
as well as two other sec-
ond-place finishes at the 
World Cup in 2014 and 
2026. This writer cer-
tainly hopes that Messi 
attempts to play in the 
2028 Copa America.

Meanwhile, in the 
third-place match the 
day before, England de-
feated France, 6-4, be-
hind a Bukayo Saka hat 
trick. Kylian Mbappe 
scored a brace to win the 
Golden Boot with nine 
goals, and he also fin-
ishes the tournament as 
the all-time World Cup 
career leading goalscor-
er with 22 goals, one 
ahead of Messi’s 21. The 

French superstar is only 
27 years old.

For the event as a 
whole, from when it be-
gan on June 11 to when 
it ended on July 19, the 
FIFA World Cup dis-
played football – or soc-
cer – in its truest form. 
From controversial deci-
sions that made no logi-
cal sense shown against 
Croatia against Portugal, 
to dramatic game-win-
ning heroics from 
Spain’s Mikel Merino 
against Portugal as well 
as every single Argenti-
na comeback sparked by 
Messi, this tournament 
had it all. 

The World Cup real-
ly did fly by. I hope you, 
dear reader, watched as 
many matches as possi-
ble. Some preliminary 
television rating num-
bers tell this writer that 
you probably did watch. 
On Fox and Telemun-
do combined, nearly 70 
million viewers watched 
the tournament at its 

peak, the highest-rated 
non-Super Bowl event 
since the 1994 Olympics. 
That’s also higher than 
every AFC or NFC con-
ference championship 
game in that span. 

 This tourna-
ment showcased not just 
the global sport of foot-
ball, it showcased the 
United States as well. 
The World Cup gave the 
world a glimpse into 
the corruption from our 
leadership with the Ba-
logun situation, but it 
also shined a new light 
on so many wonderful 
cities and people inside 
of this great country.

It really felt like a mo-
ment where we all came 
together as a nation to 
celebrate humanity, not 
just a global sport. Let’s 
keep each other in mind 
moving forward a little 
more. That was a lot of 
fun.

MURFREESBORO, 
Tenn. – Lauren Wams-
ley has signed another 
transfer to add to her 
2026-27 women’s golf 
roster in the form of 
Sara Burger. Burger will 
join the Blue Raiders as 
a redshirt senior, spend-
ing her previous years at 
Dalton State College.

“I am so excited to fur-
ther my golf career and 
continue my education 
at MTSU,” said Burger. 
“I’m so grateful for this 
opportunity and can’t 
wait for the season! Go 
Blue Raiders!”

In her redshirt junior 
season with the Road-
runners, she wrapped 
up the year ranked third 
in the nation for NAIA 
golfers with two wins 
and five top 3 finishes, 
earning a First Team 
All-America nod. With 

a 657-38-10 record, the 
Dalton, Ga., native av-
eraged 72.3 strokes in 
30 total rounds to lead 
her team to a runner-up 
finish at NAIA Women’s 
National Championship. 
She shot a season-best 
207 (-6) at The Invite at 
Innisbrook to win the 
tournament, including a 
collegiate low of 65 (-6) 
in the opening round.  
With 10 rounds at par 
or better, Burger was 
instrumental in helping 
Dalton State achieve the 
top national spot in the 
final rankings.

Her redshirt sopho-
more season saw her 
finish ranked 23rd in 
the nation with a 74.4 
scoring average and one 
stroke play win. She 
took home the individu-
al crown at The Invite at 
Innisbrook 2024 edition 
in her third tournament 
of the year, shooting 
three-over. She followed 

up that win with a 2-1 
record at the Gibson Bay 
Match Play event, win-
ning 3&2 and 1Up.

In 27 rounds as a red-
shirt freshman, Burger 
averaged 75.7, with one 
top-three finish in her 

10 stroke play events. 
She turned in a two-
over scorecard at the 
Carey Collegiate in just 

her third-ever collegiate 
event to finish third-low-
est.

All-American Sara Burger 
signs with Blue Raiders

BY NOAH MADDOX
noah@t-g.com

Spain lifts the FIFA World Cup for just the second time in the nation’s history (2010) on Sunday after defeating Argentina 1-0 AET.
Photo courtesy of @SEFutbol on Twitter.

MT ATHLETICS

Photo courtesy of MT Athletics.
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N A S H V I L L E , 
Tenn. – The Tennessee 
Titans today announced 
that former running 
back Chris Johnson will 
be inducted into the Ti-
tans Ring of Honor, with 
the ceremony set to take 
place during halftime of 
the team’s 2026 season 
opener at Nissan Stadi-
um on Sunday, Sept. 13.

Johnson, selected by 
the Titans in the first 
round (24th overall) of 
the 2008 NFL Draft, 
spent six seasons in Ten-
nessee (2008-2013) and 
stands as one of the most 
electrifying players in 
franchise history. John-
son’s 2009 campaign re-
mains among the great-
est in NFL history as he 
rushed for 2,006 yards, 
becoming the sixth play-
er to eclipse the 2,000-
yard mark and earning 
him the nickname CJ2K. 
He added 503 receiving 
yards, establishing the 
current NFL-record of 
2,509 yards from scrim-
mage.

During his time with 
the Titans, Johnson 
earned three Pro Bowl 
selections and was 
named NFL Offensive 
Player of the Year in 
2009. He finished his 
Titans career with 7,965 
rushing yards, rank-

ing fourth in franchise 
history, and reached 
the 1,000-yard rushing 
mark in six consecutive 
seasons — a testament to 
his consistency as one of 
the league’s premier of-
fensive weapons. He also 
scored 58 touchdowns 
for the Titans, ranking 

fourth in franchise an-
nals.

“Chris Johnson holds 
a special place in the 
hearts of our organiza-
tion and our fans,” said 
Titans controlling own-
er Amy Adams Strunk. 
“His stats speak for 
themselves, and he will 

forever remain a lead-
er in our record books, 
but the man behind the 
yardage deserves just as 
much celebration. We 
look forward to welcom-
ing him home on Sept. 13 
and officially inducting 
him into the Titans Ring 
of Honor.”

The Sept. 13 matchup 
against the New York 
Jets kicks off at noon CT. 
Johnson will be formally 
inducted in a special cer-
emony at halftime.

He will join 19 previ-
ous inductees in the Ti-
tans Ring of Honor. Ad-
ditionally, as previously 

announced, former radio 
analyst and assistant 
coach Dave McGinnis 
will be inducted posthu-
mously at a home game 
later in the season.

Photo from @jwyattsports on Twitter.

Tennessee Titans to Induct Chris 
Johnson Into Ring of Honor 
During 2026 Home Opener

MURFREESBORO, 
Tenn. – The Allstate 
AFCA Good Works Team 
was announced today, 
and Middle Tennessee’s 
Cam Lacy was named to 
the list.

Lacy, a redshirt junior 
with a 3.4 GPA, is com-
ing off a season with a ca-
reer-best 38 receptions 
for 549 yards and three 
touchdowns while lead-
ing the team in per catch 
average at 14.4 yards. He 
was also tabbed a sec-
ond team all-conference 
member by PFSN.

Established in 1992, 
the Allstate AFCA Good 
Works Team recognizes 

college football athletes 
for their unwavering 
commitment to commu-
nity service and their 
“good works” off the field. 
This year’s 162 nominees 
champion causes includ-
ing mental health aware-
ness, youth mentorship, 
hunger relief, domestic 
abuse prevention, and 
many more. In addition 
to being actively in-
volved with a charitable 
organization or service 
group, each player must 
also maintain strong ac-
ademic standing to be 
considered for a spot on 
the Allstate AFCA Good 
Works Team.

The final roster of 23 
award recipients an-
nounced later in Septem-

ber will bring together:
11 players from the 

NCAA FBS
11 players from the 

NCAA Football Cham-
pionship Subdivision 
(FCS), Divisions II, III 
and the National Asso-
ciation of Intercollegiate 
Athletics (NAIA)

1 honorary head coach
All members are se-

lected by a voting panel 
of former Allstate AFCA 
Good Works Team mem-
bers, current and former 
head coaches and jour-
nalists who look for ex-
ceptional leadership on 
and off the football field.

MT ATHLETICS

Photo courtesy of MT Athletics.

MTSU’s Lacy named to 
Allstate Good Works Team

TENNESSEE TITANS

MURFREESBORO, 
Tenn. – Blue Raider 
fans are invited to enjoy 
one final summer cele-
bration as Middle Ten-
nessee Athletics hosts 
the 6th Annual Blue 
Raider Family Fun Night 
on Wednesday, Aug. 5, 
from 5:30-7:30 p.m. at 
Strike & Spare in Stones 
River Town Centre.

The annual event pro-

vides Blue Raider fans of 
all ages an opportunity 
to spend an evening with 
Lightning, Blue Raider 
coaches, student-ath-
letes and fellow fans 
while enjoying fami-
ly-friendly attractions 
at a special discounted 
price.

For this night only, 
Blue Raider fans can 
purchase an exclusive 
$10 wristband that in-
cludes unlimited access 
to:

Roller Skating
Laser Tag
Bumper Cars
Lazer Frenzy
Time Freak
Rilix VR Coaster
The wristband also in-

cludes one game of bowl-
ing during the event.

In addition to having a 
fun-filled evening, fans 
will also be supporting 
Blue Raider Athletics. 
Fifty percent of the pro-
ceeds from every wrist-
band sold will be donat-

ed to the Blue Raider 
Athletic Association, di-
rectly benefiting Middle 
Tennessee student-ath-
letes across all sports.

Fans are encouraged 
to arrive early, as the 
first 150 attendees will 
receive a voucher for two 
free slices of pizza.

Throughout the eve-
ning, attendees will have 
opportunities to meet 
Blue Raider coaches and 
student-athletes, take 
photos with Lightning, 

and enjoy giveaways. 
The special $10 wrist-
band offer is available 
only to Blue Raider fans 
attending the event.

Bring the entire fam-
ily, invite your friends 
and neighbors, and join 
the Blue Raider com-
munity for an evening of 
fun, fellowship and Blue 
Raider spirit before the 
start of another exciting 
athletic year.

Event Information

6th Annual Blue Raid-
er Family Fun Night

Date: Wednesday, Aug. 
5

Time: 5:30-7:30 p.m.
Location: Strike & 

Spare – Stones River 
Town Centre

1720 Old Fort Parkway
Murfreesboro, TN 

37129 

MT ATHLETICS

Blue Raider Family Fun Night 
returns to Strike & Spare on Aug. 5
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Bedford County sculptor’s work featured in major New York City exhibition
Tracy H. Sugg’s sculpture of Revolutionary War heroine 
Margaret Corbin on view at Museum of the City of New York

Special to the 
Shelbyville Times-

Gazette

A sculpture created in 
Bedford County is help-
ing tell the story of the 
American Revolution in 
the heart of New York 
City.

Margaret Corbin, a 
work by Wartrace sculp-
tor Tracy H. Sugg, is 
now on exhibit at the 
Museum of the City of 
New York as part of The 
Occupied City: New 
York and the American 
Revolution. The major 
exhibition commemo-
rates the approaching 
250th anniversary of the 
American Revolution 
and examines the choic-
es, sacrifices and conse-
quences experienced by 
New Yorkers during the 
struggle for indepen-
dence.

Occupying the muse-
um’s entire third floor, 
the 7,000-square-foot 
exhibition follows New 
York’s role in the Revolu-
tion from the unrest that 
began in 1763 through 
the city’s emergence as 
the first capital of the 
United States in 1790. 
Historical objects, mul-
timedia presentations 
and immersive environ-
ments introduce visitors 
to the revolutionaries, 
Loyalists, women, Na-
tive Americans, and en-
slaved and free Black 
residents whose lives 
were transformed by the 
conflict.

Among the individu-
als represented is Mar-
garet Corbin, one of the 
war’s earliest recognized 
female combat veterans.

Sugg’s sculpture cap-
tures Corbin in a mo-
ment of action at a can-
non during the Battle 
of Fort Washington in 
1776. Corbin had ac-
companied her husband, 
John Corbin, who served 
with an artillery unit de-
fending the fort in what 
is now Upper Manhat-
tan. When he was killed 
during the fighting, she 
took his place with the 
cannon crew and contin-
ued firing until she was 
severely wounded.

Corbin survived but 
suffered lasting injuries, 
including the loss of the 
use of her left arm. She 
later received a military 
pension for her service 
and was eventually bur-
ied at the United States 

Military Academy at 
West Point.

Rather than present-
ing Corbin as a motion-
less historical figure, 
Sugg’s sculpture depicts 
the urgency and human 
cost of the moment. 
Margaret leans into the 
work of serving the can-
non while the body of her 
husband lies nearby. The 
movement of her cloth-
ing adds to the sense of 
turmoil and determina-
tion.

The subject reflects 
Sugg’s longstanding in-
terest in people whose 
courage, service and ide-
als have shaped history.

A classically trained 
figurative sculptor, Sugg 
is known for conducting 
extensive historical re-
search before beginning 
a monument. Her work 
pays careful attention 
to clothing, equipment, 
physical setting and oth-
er period details while 
also attempting to com-
municate the character 
and emotional experi-
ence of the person por-
trayed.

“My desire is that my 
sculpture reflects a touch 
of the Infinite,” Sugg 
writes in her artist’s 
statement. She describes 
her goal as creating en-
during tributes to hu-
manity’s highest ideals 
and aspirations through 
art.

Sugg began exper-
imenting with clay as 
a child growing up on 
a farm in New Mexico. 
An early encounter with 
bronze sculpture in a 
small gallery helped es-
tablish the direction of 
her life. Her background 
in both art and history 
has shaped a career cen-
tered largely on portrai-
ture and monuments, 
with an emphasis on 
historically significant 
subjects.

Sugg’s public works 
include a life-size mon-
ument to Revolution-
ary War hero Tadeusz 

Mike Rittenberry, Al Bellenfant And Daryl O’Neal

SCHOOL BOARD MEMBERS 
KEEP UP WITH POLICIES, LAW

TSBA Photo
Bedford County Board of Education members recently attended the Summer 

Law conference sponsored by TSBA (Tennessee School Board Association) in 
Gatlinburg. Tim Harwell attended his first, as superintendent. From left, Glenn 
Forsee, Dan Reed, Dr. Andrea Anderson, Shanna Boyette, Superintendent Har-
well, BCBE Chair Michael Cook, Brian Crews, Barton Williams. Not pictured are 
board members Lana Craig and David Brown.

Kościuszko in Kosciusko, 
Mississippi, and a bust 
of Kościuszko displayed 
in the Jefferson Library 
at the United States Mil-
itary Academy at West 
Point. Her other com-
missions include mon-
uments and sculptures 
created for churches, 
hospitals, universities, 
courthouses and private 
collections.

She also created a 
portrait bust of Nobel 
Prize-winning econo-
mist and Bedford Coun-
ty native Dr. James M. 
Buchanan for Middle 
Tennessee State Univer-
sity and was commis-
sioned by the Shelbyville 
Rotary Club to sculpt 
former Rotary Interna-
tional President James 
L. Bomar Jr.

Although her work 
has been installed in lo-
cations across the coun-
try, Sugg creates from 
her studio in Wartrace. 
Her presence in the Mu-
seum of the City of New 
York connects a Bedford 
County artist with one of 
the nation’s most signif-
icant commemorations 
of the American Revolu-
tion.

The Museum of the 
City of New York de-
veloped “The Occupied 
City” in partnership with 
the Gotham Center for 
New York City History. 
The exhibition presents 
the Revolution not only 
as a sequence of famous 
battles and political dec-
larations, but as a lived 
urban experience that 
forced ordinary people 
to make difficult deci-
sions.

New York was occu-
pied by British forces 
for 7 years and endured 
destructive fires, mil-
itary violence and se-
vere hardship before 
becoming the capital of 
the newly established 
nation. Through figures 
such as Margaret Corbin, 
the exhibition also high-
lights people whose con-
tributions were often 
overlooked in traditional 
accounts of the Revolu-
tion.

For Sugg, bringing 
such individuals back 
into public view is part of 
the purpose of historical 
sculpture. Her portray-
al of Corbin recognizes 
both the personal trage-
dy of losing her husband 
and the courage she 
demonstrated by con-
tinuing to serve the can-
non under enemy fire.

The sculpture is also 
a model for a proposed 
over-life-size monument 
to Corbin. Sugg con-
tinues to promote the 
larger project and hopes 
the heroine’s story will 
eventually receive great-
er recognition through a 
permanent public monu-
ment.

The Occupied City: 
New York and the Amer-
ican Revolution is an 
ongoing exhibition at 
the Museum of the City 
of New York, located at 
1220 Fifth Avenue at 
103rd Street in Manhat-
tan.

Additional photo-
graphs and information 
about Margaret Corbin 
may be found on Sugg’s 
website at tracyhsugg.
com.
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A garden club 
member’s dream-
A trip to Lynfield Gardens
Volunteer Garden Club has 
meeting amidst the blooms

-paid for by Bo Gill

Early Voting: July 17 – August 1

Election Date August 6th

Volunteer Garden Club recently took 
a field trip to Lynfield Gardens in Bell 
Buckle. Members toured the garden 
and picked fresh flowers to arrange.

Ann Spencer reports that vases were 
provided to members; they worked to-
gether to make their lovely bouquets.

Club business was shared prior to 
the garden tour.

Lunch was shared at nearby Bell 
Buckle Café.

Some fall programs will need to be 
rearranged. 

The meeting in October will have 
a design, featuring fresh and or dried 
material. June Gilmore will be the 
judge. Hostesses will be Aleitha Kim-
bro and Ann Spencer.

Tax FreeTax Free  Tax Free 
Clothing & Shoes + 50% Off JeansClothing & Shoes + 50% Off JeansClothing & Shoes + 50% Off Jeans

7/31 - 8/27/31 - 8/27/31 - 8/2

Fri 10-7
Sat 10-4
Sun 12-3

104 Public Square E, Shelbyville, TN 37160
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