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Judy Gambill Memorial
Scholarship Winners

Scholarships were recently 
awarded to two high school 
graduating seniors going into an 
agriculture-related career.

See Page 2A
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‘Battle of Bedford’
The Cascade Lady Cham-

pions complete ‘Battle of Bed-
ford’ regular season sweep 
against Viqueens.

See Page 10A

The Fly Art Center
The Fly will be holding many 

art classes from Sept. 27 until the 
end of October. A class for all skill 
levels will be available.

See Page 8A

BC student numbers drop but school board members not panicking
Other models of learning, homeschooling, seem to be contributing

Some able-bodied adults on 
SNAP may get the fiscal axe
New federal law updates 
SNAP work requirements 

County financials good
Positive numbers and lots of grants

Criminal Justice-still a chosen career path for many
The young to recovered are finding work in the field

By Dawn Hankins

Bedford County School 
System is down 240 students 
compared to this time last 
year, due in part apparently to 
several kids enrolling in other 
models of education like ho-
meschooling.

Terise Rhodes, school sys-
tem attendance supervisor, 
gave a report during Thurs-
day’s school board meeting 
about the number of students 
fleeing the public school sys-
tem to study in private or ho-
meschool education groups. 

The meeting was held in 
Liberty’s gym on the heels 
of the ribbon cutting for the 
school’s new educational ad-
dition. Several public officials, 
students and parents attended 

the event.
School Board Chair Mi-

chael Cook said from what 
he’s learned from some recent 
meetings, Bedford County 
isn’t in as crucial state as some 
counties when it comes to loss 
of students fleeing toward ho-
meschooling. 

Rhodes said some systems 
are experiencing a 20% drop 
in student population due to 
homeschools.

Cook said Bedford’s low 
percentage is a testament to 
the BC teachers, administra-
tors and staff and the great job 
they do every day.

Rhodes said the number of 
applications for homeschool or 
private school has increased 
by several hundred since last 
year. She continues to receive 

By Dawn Hankins

From grants to state sever-
ance tax dollars, the County 
is moving along with funding 
for several projects, County 
financial management reports 
indicated Tuesday.

As many people have re-
quested, the state mineral sev-
erance tax is now bringing a 
few extra dollars into County 
coffers.

In Tennessee, mineral sev-
erance tax is levied by coun-
ties on minerals severed from 
the ground. The tax rates are 
as follows:

For tax periods beginning 
prior to July 1, 2025: 15 cents 
per ton.

For tax periods beginning 
on or after July 1, 2025, and 
prior to July 1, 2030: 20 cents 
per ton.

For tax periods beginning 
on or after July 1, 2030, and 
prior to July 1, 2035: 25 cents 
per ton.

For tax periods beginning 
on or after July 1, 2035: 30 
cents per ton. 

One hundred percent of the 
revenue from this tax must be 
deposited into the county road 
fund and used for county road 
purposes. 

Bedford County, like Knox 
County, is opting for a higher 
mineral severance tax at 20 
cents per ton. Mark Clanton, 
road superintendent, made 

By Dawn Hankins
dawn@richardsonmediagroup.net

Facebook posts and other 
press releases talk about the 
jobs of the future being cyber-
netics and AI. Still, it’s pretty 
certain that some local folks 
still have lots of interest in the 
field of criminal justice.

Criminal Justice-II stu-
dents at Community High 
School recently competed in 
a local C.T.E. competition-one 
focused on conducting traffic 
stops. 

Students competed in mock 
traffic stops where they were 
required to correctly commu-
nicate radio traffic while si-
multaneously processing and 
administering correct proto-
col and procedures. 

The CJO students also 
learned how to maintain of-
ficer safety with the finished 
product resulting in a warn-
ing, citation and/or arrest.

While some might think 
a person arrested 39 times 
couldn’t even go into criminal 
justice-think again! Amy Mer-
lo, one of the first MRT grad-
uates at the local jail, recently 
talked a bit more about her 
new life and career.

Merlo, known as an MRT 
charter member these days, 
said this week that she’s cur-
rently in Jackson State Com-
munity College-a new venture 
she began in Sept of 2024. 
She’s studying criminal justice 
and says she “loves” every-
thing that she’s learning. 

She works at West Tennes-
see Healthcare as a recovery 
navigator and at Scarlet Rope 
part-time as a PRN. 

Terise Rhodes, attendance supervisor for Bedford County Schools, addressed the school board 
last Thursday about a student population decrease and homeschool and private school numbers.

PRETTY FALL SKY, LOTS OF RAIN
T-G Photo by Dawn Hankins

Fall officially began this week with a lot of rain in the area. 
But in between the storms, life is beautiful in the evening skies. 
Another 1–2+ inches of rain is possible through Thursday, ac-
cording to weather forecasts.

A NIGHT FOR 
PATRIOTS TO CELEBRATE!

BC Schools Communications Photo
Liberty School held its ribbon cutting last Thursday evening 

for its new addition. Several parents and students attended to 
mark the historic occasion. See more photos and a comment 
from the principal on page 2.

NASHVILLE – Tennessee 
Department of Human Ser-
vices (TDHS) announced Mon-
day updates to Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP) work requirements for 
Able-Bodied Adults Without 
Dependents (ABAWDs) fol-
lowing the passage of HR 1 in 
July 2025.

Upon implementation, 
the work requirements 
for the SNAP Able-Bodied 
Adults Without Dependents 
(ABAWDs) will require cus-
tomers to follow certain work 
rules to maintain SNAP eligi-

bility.  The updated ABAWD 
work rules will apply if adults:

•Are between 18 and under 
65 years old

• Do not have a disability
• Do not live with children 

under 14
ABAWD customers may 

only receive SNAP benefits 
for three months in a three-
year period unless they: Work, 
volunteer, or participate in a 
job training program at least 
20 hours a week (80 hours a 
month).

ABAWD customers may 

applications during the year; 
she will turn in all her docu-
mentation to the state Dec. 15.

Cook said the trend is not 
so much due to state vouchers 
but due to choices by parents 
for homeschool settings. He 

said perhaps there is a time 
when homeschooling is the 
best option.

School Board member Da-
vid Brown said while it doesn’t 
seem time to panic, the num-
bers do indicate a possible 

trend. He suggested the board 
continue to discuss this topic 
at future meetings.

Superintendent Tammy 
Garrett said state-wide, since 

“As a recovery navigator, I 
walk alongside others on their 
journey toward healing, of-
fering guidance, support, and 
lived experience. In doing so, 
I’ve learned the value of self-
lessness – sacrificing time, 
comfort, and sometimes even 
emotional energy – not be-
cause I have to, but because 
I’ve gained something greater: 
purpose, connection, and the 
chance to help someone else 
find their way.”

Merlo adds, “Here is some-
thing that I also carry that 
many people shy away from. I 
am a survivor of sex traffick-
ing. At first, I began exchang-
ing sex to support my addic-
tion. It felt like a choice at the 
time, a means of survival. But 
over time, that choice was tak-
en from me. Others saw my 
vulnerability and used it for Amy Merlo

Submitted Photo
Community High School Criminal Justice II students recently 
competed in a local C.T.E. competition-one focused on conduct-
ing traffic stops. Ethan Rowlett earned second place and Austin 
Brown earned first place. From left, CJ instructor Chris Hobbs, 
students Rowlett and Brown and Community Principal Robert 
Ralston.

their own gain, exploiting my 
addiction to control me.”

She explains that what 
started as a way to feed her 
habit became a trap – one 
where she was being used by 

that report Tuesday during the 
financial management com-
mittee meeting.

County Finance Director 
Robert Daniel said during 
this meeting that even though 
there isn’t a lot of revenue to 
show this time of year, sales 
tax was up $37,000 in August 
over the prior year.

EMS reports indicate grant 
dollars are coming up for that 
department.

Interest from the Opioid 
settlement is now coming in 
and will be placed in a sepa-
rate account. The national opi-
oid settlement is the result of 
some major pharmacies being 
sued for over prescribing opi-
oids. Bedford County was an-
nounced as a recipient of set-
tlement funding about 2 years 

See STUDENTS, 2A

See CAREER, 2A

See FINANCIALS, 2A See SNAP, 5A

Thursday, July 30, 2026

Election day is Aug. 6 
Who will be the 2 elected Commissioners in your neighborhood?

Shelbyville Mills Baptist 
Church announces expansion project
Mission: To better serve future generations

By Dawn Hankins
dawn@richardsonmediagroup.net

Thousands have turned out 
to early vote in Bedford Coun-
ty. These numbers show an 
increase in voter participation 
here, according to the state.

See the latest early voting 
numbers from the Tennessee 
Election Office on page 3 to-
day.

Have you made up your 
mind regarding the County 
Commission race for your dis-
trict? Early voting ends Satur-
day, Aug. 1, at noon. After that, 
you’ll have to wait and cast 

In loving memory 
of Patricia Farrar

513 Madison Street   •   931-684-2443
Serving Bedford, Moore, Marshall & Lincoln Counties Buy and Sell Real Estate

24 Hour Wrecker Service • 931-580-6355FARRAR RENTAL 931-684-5803

James Farrar Blue Jay Farrar Blue FarrarBrooke Anne Farrar

Gilliland 
named as finalist

Meredith Gilliland has 
been named the Middle 
Tennessee Principal of the 
Year Finalist.

See Page 3A

NEW 
SCHOOL YEAR, 
SUPERINTENDENT

T-G Photo by Noah Maddox
Bedford County Schools 

open for an abbreviated day 
on Aug. 3. Students will be out 
of school on Aug. 6, as that is 
Election Day. Bedford County 
Schools Superintendent Tim 
Harwell encouraged local 
teachers on Tuesday morning 
during the annual school start 
up- kick off- at Shelbyville 
Central High School. During 
his talk, Harwell, in his first year 
as superintendent, said at the 
foundation of his life is his faith. 
“I’m a Christian. [There was 
generous applause.] “Faith 
is my foundation; my Rock.” 
He said his AI is “authentic 
interaction.” Harwell advised, 
“Nothing will ever replace the 
human-to-human interaction. 
That is the AI, I want you to be 
a part of.”

Shelbyville Mills Baptist 
Church, 900 Union Street, 
has announced plans for a 
major expansion and renova-
tion project. Church officials 
note the plans are designed 
to better serve the growing 
church family and the Bedford 
County community for years 
to come.

For more than a centu-
ry, Shelbyville Mills Baptist 

Church has sought to pro-
claim the hope of the Gospel, 
strengthen families, and make 
disciples of Jesus Christ. From 
a small church on Shelbyville 
Mills Road to a large pres-
ence today on Union Street, 
the church’s mission remains 
the same-To glorify God by 
obediently making and equip-
ping disciples of Christ in the 
Bedford County area and 

throughout the world, by the 
power of the Holy Spirit.  

“As God continues to bless 
our congregation with growth, 
we believe this is the right time 
to prepare for the future by ex-
panding our ministry spaces 
while remaining committed 
to the mission that has always 
defined our church,” said As-
sociate Pastor Ryan Tilghman.

See more on page 11 today.

PRECINCT LOCATIONS 
ON ELECTION DAY
AUGUST 6, 2026

Election Day hours for voting 
are 9:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.

101 Wartrace Baptist Church 
105 Vine St N, Wartrace, TN

102 Bell Buckle 
Webb School - Gym

319 Webb Rd E, 
Bell Buckle, TN

203 Agriculture Center 
2119 Midland Rd, 

Shelbyville, TN

303 Community Elem. 
School -Gym

3480 Hwy 41 A N, 
Unionville, TN

403 Bedford -
WBTS Comm. Club

2020 Hwy 64 W, 
Shelbyville, TN

502 Flat Creek Comm. Cntr 
115 New Herman Rd, 

Shelbyville, TN

505 Normandy 
First Bapt. Ch. 

100 Center St, Normandy, TN

601 East Side School 
421 Elliott St, Shelbyville, TN

701 Deery Eakin 
School- Gym 

1100 Glen Oaks Rd, 
Shelbyville, TN

801 Thomas Magnet 
School - Gym

515 Tate Ave Shelbyville, TN

902 South Side School - Gym 
903 S Cannon Blvd, 

Shelbyville, TN

The Absentee Counting 
Board and the Provisional 
Counting Board will be lo-
cated in the Election Com-
mission Office, 100 Public 
Square West, Basement, 
Shelbyville, TN 37160.

DANIEL ROBBINS, CHAIRMAN
CONNIE CRAFTON, 

SECRETARY
WAYNE TUCKER, MEMBER

MALEAH CLAXTON, MEMBER
BOB YORK, MEMBER
SUMMER LEVERETTE, 

ADMINISTRATOR

Andrew McReynolds Eric Maddox Linda Bomar Yockey Brent Smith Brian Bruce Michael Gregory

your votes in the Thursday, 
Aug. 6, General Election. 

The Times-Gazette recent-
ly asked candidates running 
for County Commission to 
state why they believe they’re 
the “best candidate” for their 
respective districts. Some 
are seeking re-election while 
others are new and have their 
own mission on how to make 
Bedford better. We gave them 
an opportunity to share with 
readers a bit of their cam-
paigns.

Some incumbents are run-
ning unopposed in this elec-
tion. See page 12 today for the 
sample ballot.

Reminder: When you go to 
vote at your precinct (see list 
on this page) you will need to 
select 2 Commission candi-
dates from the ballot to repre-
sent your district.

But by all means, get out 
and vote!

Here’s a sampling from 
some candidates who re-
sponded to the T-G’s question.

---
Local farmer Andrew 

McReynolds is tossing his 
hat in the ring for a Dis-
trict 1 Commission seat. 

He believes in hard work 
and community preserva-
tion.

"As a Bedford County farm-
er, rancher, and small business 
owner, I look at our Coun-
ty’s future through the lens 
of hard work, accountability, 
and community preservation. 
I believe I will make a bet-
ter Commissioner because I 
bring a servant's heart and a 
business owner's discipline to 
local government. I am fully 
committed to protecting our 
water resources, solving in-
frastructure issues, and forg-
ing a reasonable path to bring 
clean, cost-effective, drinking 
water to our residents.” 

McReynolds said besides 
water preservation, he be-
lieves Bedford County will 
also prosper with a Commis-
sion that actively supports 
law enforcement and first re-
sponders. He’s committed to 
that end.

He adds, “I am a Christian. 
I believe our rights are en-
dowed by our Creator, and de-
serve protection.”

McReynolds said growth is 
coming to middle Tennessee 
but residents must manage 

that growth responsibly in or-
der to guard infrastructure, 
preserve agricultural roots, 
and defend property rights.

Candidate McReynolds 
said he’s a fiscally responsible 
“Constitutional Conservative” 
who will bring integrity, expe-
rience, and a business-mind-
ed perspective to the Bedford 
County Board of Commission-
ers. 

“I deeply appreciate your 
vote and look forward to serv-
ing my neighbors in District 
1.”

---
Republican Eric Mad-

dox, District 1 Commis-
sioner, is seeking re-elec-
tion. He believes he’s been 
a true representative of 
this County during his 
last term.

"Bedford County is home 
to my family and I, just like it 
is to other great folks who live 
here; and the people we choose 
to represent us in government 
is extremely important.”   

He adds, “When I first ran 
for Bedford County Commis-
sioner, I promised to repre-

See COMMISSIONERS, 5A
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WalletHub report shows Tennessee among worst states for healthcare

Submitted Photo
Scholarships were recently awarded to two high school graduating seniors go-

ing into an agriculture-related career. The winners were: Emma Black and Avery 
Villapania-both Cascade High School graduates. The winners were recognized 
initially at their respective awards day ceremonies. The scholarship winners, their 
families and family members of the late Judy Gambill, met Saturday, June 27, at 
New Century Buffet to fellowship and recognize the scholarship winners. This is 
an annual scholarship given in memory of Judy Gambill, who passed away Aug. 
14, 2023. She was long time president of the Bedford County Fair and a 4-H vol-
unteer. At the presentation, from left, Paula Roddy, daughter of Gambill, winners 
Avery Villapania and Emma Black, Mary-Alyson Tolar, daughter of Gambill, and 
Paul Gambill, Judy Gambill’s husband.

Caregiver Relief Photo
Caregiver Relief of Bedford County Board Members recently packed picnic 

bags for some of the families in the program. Snacks and water can be a real 
treat to those caring for family members with Alzheimer’s.

WFD Photos
Wartrace Fire Department held an excellent bar-

becue fundraiser Saturday. Proceeds support the 
fire department.

2026 JUDY GAMBILL MEMORIAL 
SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS ANNOUNCED

IT’S THE LITTLE THINGS

ANNUAL WFD EVENT

With the average 
American spending 
nearly $15,500 per year 
on healthcare, the per-
sonal-finance company 
WalletHub today re-
leased its report on the 
States With the Best 
& Worst Healthcare in 
2026, as well as expert 
commentary, to identi-
fy where Americans re-
ceive the highest-quality 
services at the best pric-
es.

WalletHub compared 
the 50 states and the 
District of Columbia 
across 44 key measures 
of healthcare cost, acces-

sibility and outcomes. 
The data set ranges from 
the average monthly 
insurance premium to 
physicians per capita to 
the share of the popula-
tion with health insur-
ance.
Best States for 
Healthcare

1. New Hampshire
2. Minnesota
3. Iowa
4. Rhode Island
5. Hawaii
6. Massachusetts
7. Maine
8. Wisconsin
9. Colorado
10. Nebraska

Worst States for 
Healthcare

42. Tennessee
43. Arkansas
44. New Mexico
45. Louisiana
46. Alabama
47. West Virginia
48. Texas
49. Georgia
50. Mississippi
51. Alaska

Best vs. Worst
• New Hampshire 

has the lowest average 
monthly health-insur-
ance premium, which is 
2.5 times lower than in 
West Virginia, the high-
est.

Tax FreeTax Free  Tax Free 
Clothing & Shoes + 50% Off JeansClothing & Shoes + 50% Off JeansClothing & Shoes + 50% Off Jeans

7/31 - 8/27/31 - 8/27/31 - 8/2

Fri 10-7
Sat 10-4
Sun 12-3

104 Public Square E, Shelbyville, TN 37160
(931) 684-9695

• California has the 
highest retention rate 
for medical residents, 
which is 4.9 times high-
er than in the District of 
Columbia, the lowest.

• New Hampshire has 
the lowest number of 
infant mortalities (per 

1,000 live births), which 
is 3.3 times lower than 
in Mississippi, the high-
est.

• Mississippi and 
Louisiana had the lowest 
share of at-risk adults 
without a routine doc-
tor visit in the past two 

years, which is 1.6 times 
lower than in New Mexi-
co, the highest.

To view the full report 
and your state or the Dis-
trict’s rank, please visit: 

ht t ps://wa l let hub.
com/edu/states-with-
best-healthcare/23457
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What traits constitute a great mayor?

Eakin Elementary 
Principal Meredith 
Gilliland named 
Tennessee Principal of 
the Year finalist

Paying cash for old-
er sports card col-
lections. Unopened 
spor ts card cases 
and boxes. Comic 
books and antique 
sports related items. 
Shelbyville 

931-492-4304

WANTED

411 Elm St. • Shelbyville, TN
(931) 684-1200
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We are in

OUR 
Community reporting 
first hand your local 

news.

Bedford Briefs
TIME CAPSULE 
EVENT

The rescheduled 
County Time Capsule 
event on the courthouse 
square is Friday, July 31, 
from 4:30 p.m., to 5:30 
p.m. 
TAX FREE 
WEEKEND IN TN

It’s tax-free weekend 
in Tennessee. Shop 
local, if you can. The 
tax-free weekend begins 
at 12:01 a.m. Friday, 
July 31, and continues 
through 11:59 p.m. 
Sunday, Aug. 2. During 
that time, shoppers can 
buy qualifying clothing, 
school supplies and 
computers without 
paying state or local 
sales tax. Tax-exempt 
items include school 
supplies (items $100 
or less) shirts, pants, 
dresses, shoes, socks 
and school uniforms. 
Some commonly 
purchased items that are 
not tax exempt include: 
jewelry, handbags, 
sports equipment, 
printer supplies and 

household items. Online 
purchases qualify as 
long as they meet the 
state's requirements 
and are made during 
the tax-free weekend. 
Purchases must be for 
personal use rather than 
business or trade. You 
can find a complete list 
of qualifying and non-
qualifying items online 
from the Tennessee 
Department of Revenue.
FLAT CREEK ICE 
CREAM SUPPER

Flat Creek 
Community Center 
(115 New Herman Rd) 
will host its annual ice 
cream supper fundraiser 
Saturday, Aug. 1, from 
4 to 7 p.m. Tickets are 
$12 per meal, which 
includes a hamburger 
and baked beans with 
chips and a drink as well 
as homemade ice cream 
or a dessert. Expected 
ice cream flavors are 
as followed: blueberry, 
peach, peppermint, 
strawberry, chocolate, 
vanilla, Oreo smash, and 
chocolate mint. There 

are many good options 
this year!

You are welcome to 
pick up a plate in a to-go 
box or to sit down and 
visit while having your 
meal. Weather willing, 
there will be an old-time 
jam starting around 
5 p.m., hosted by the 
Wood family outside for 
pickers and folks who 
would like to listen to 
live music while eating.

All proceeds go back 
into the community 
center to keep the 
lights on and a space 
available to Flat Creek 
for community potlucks, 
dances, concerts, and all 
sorts of events-rentals. 
DREMC 
MEMBERSHIP 
MEETING

Duck River 
Electric Membership 

Bridge Bedford Photo
This week, Bridge Bedford was honored to receive its first grant-a $15,000 AARP Community Challenge 

Grant. Bridge Bedford is a nonprofit working to strengthen quality of life in Shelbyville and Bedford County. 
That has thus far been greatly achieved through family-centered projects and educational opportunities, like 
the Connect 5K race.

DREAMS REALLY DO COME TRUE

By Dawn Hankins
dawn@richardsonmediagroup.net

Well, early polls are 
coming out all over Face-

book about who should 
be elected. I never put 
much faith into those. I 
guess I’m old school in 
that I like to wait until 
election night for the fi-
nal results.

Early polls can of-
ten be too presumptive. 
There just aren’t a lot of 
political reporters like 
Charlie Rose left to ex-
plain it anymore. It can 
be a complicated ma-
chine, literally.

Since we’re talking 
about the election, com-

ing up Aug. 6, I’m more 
curious as to what peo-
ple believe constitutes a 
great County Mayor.

As a journalist, I find 
that “ideal leader” to be  
someone who is hon-
est and forthright. And, 
someone who at least 
messages me back, when 
I have questions.

Thanks to outgoing 
Mayor Chad Graham 
who has always done 
that with the Times-Ga-
zette.

Believe it or not 

(truthfully some do not 
think so) a good mayor 
is someone who doesn’t 
play those political 
games. I’ve heard people 
say if you can’t play poli-
tics, you’ll never make it.

 The voters who elect 
the mayor certainly do 
deserve a hardworking 
man or woman with in-
tegrity-someone who 
can conduct a Commis-
sion meeting without a 
lot of tongue in cheek 
comments and unneces-
sary arguments. 

Corporation (DREMC) 
invites members to join 
a special celebration 
at its 2026 Annual 
Membership Meeting 
on Saturday, Aug. 
15, at Harris Middle 
School in Shelbyville. 
Member registration, 
c o m p l i m e n t a r y 
breakfast and other 
activities will begin 
at 8:30 a.m., offering 
attendees an opportunity 
to connect with friends, 
neighbors and the 
cooperative team while 
celebrating a major 
milestone in DREMC’s 
history. The meeting will 
commence at 9:30 a.m. 
This year’s meeting is 
especially significant as 
DREMC marks 90 years 
of serving this region. 
The annual gathering 
provides members with 
an opportunity to learn 
more about their electric 
cooperative, meet the 
employees and board 
directors who serve 
their communities, and 
hear updates about 
the organization’s 
accomplishments and 
plans.

CASA PLANS 
ANNUAL 
FUNDRAISER

CASA Works of 
Bedford County (Court 
Appointed Special 
Advocates) will have 
its annual fundraiser 
lunch and program 
“A Heart to Help” on 
Tuesday, Aug 18, at 
noon, at First Baptist 
Church in Shelbyville. 
RSVP by calling 931-
455-7426. CASA 
workers are trained 
advocates/ volunteers 
who work in juvenile 
court to represent 
the best interests of 
children who have been 
abused, neglected, or 
otherwise in need of 
court intervention. 
The Tennessee CASA 
Association supports 31 
CASA programs, serving 
60 counties, helping 
over 4,700 children 
annually. The program is 
funded by the state and 
local communities, and 
its goal is to reduce the 
time children spend in 
foster care and improve 
outcomes for abused and 
neglected children. 

 

Yes, those types reside 
in many towns across 
this state. 

Basically, a great may-
or is someone who’s a 
team player. If you don’t 
play well, get out of the 
tree house, now.

I personally prefer 
a Christian mayor but 
that’s my own favorite 
thing. Certainly, at least 
someone who obeys the 
law. That is a problem in 
some places.

The mayor needs to 
have a strong business 
sense but as well a few 
skills in just plain old 
math, history, Algebra 
and Trig might be even 
better. Here’s hoping.

A great mayor greets 
the public with confi-
dence. He or she is al-
ways seen at community 
events. (Yep, if you’re too 
busy, forget about it.)

Commentator Phil 
Harwick (blogger for 
WordPress) says a great 
mayor has good commu-
nication skills. I get that.

“Good communica-
tion skills, especially the 
ability to listen. If one of 
the more effective lead-
ership styles is the abili-
ty to envision the future, 

then convincing others 
to join in that vision is 
critical. That’s a difficult 
thing because the mes-
sage that is sent is never 
the message that is re-
ceived. 

If you don’t believe 
that, just ask any mayor 
if he or she has ever been 
misquoted or taken out 
of context. A good mayor 
must be able to sell his or 
her program. 

Unfortunately, some-
times mayors get too far 
ahead of their communi-
ties and attempt to sell a 
vision that the commu-
nity simply does not feel 
can be reached. A mayor 
must listen to his or her 
constituents and make 
them feel that they have 
been heard. People want 
their mayor to care about 
their problems and their 
vision as well.”

So, with all that said, 
please get out and vote. 
Thanks to all those 
who’ve already walked 
through early voting.

This is an important 
election year. As for this 
County, it truly will set 
the future-good, bad or 
indifferent. It’s up to you!

Tennessee Depart-
ment of Education re-
cently announced that 
Eakin Elementary Prin-
cipal Meredith Gilliland 
has been named the 
Middle Tennessee Prin-
cipal of the Year Finalist.

Gilliland is among a 
select group of school 
leaders from across Ten-
nessee recognized for 
their outstanding lead-
ership, dedication to stu-
dent success and com-
mitment to excellence in 
education. 

The finalists repre-
sent each of Tennessee's 
Centers of Regional 
Excellence (CORE) ar-
eas, with the Tennessee 
Principal of the Year and 
Grand Division winners 
to be announced this fall 

during the Tennessee 
Excellence in Education 
Banquet.

"Mrs. Gilliland is an 
exceptional leader who 
embodies what it means 
to put students first," said 
Bedford County Schools 
Superintendent Tim 
Harwell. "She leads with 
vision, heart and an un-
wavering commitment 
to helping every child 
succeed. We are incredi-
bly proud of this well-de-
served recognition and 
grateful for the positive 
impact she makes each 
day at Eakin Elementary 
and throughout Bedford 
County Schools." (Bed-
ford County Schools.)
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ASSEMBLY OF GOD
FIRST ASSEMBLY OF GOD
2510 Hwy. 231 N., 931-684-4809

HASKINS CHAPEL ASSEMBLY OF GOD
425 Haskins Chapel Rd., Lewisburg
931-388-7191

BAPTIST
BELVIEW BAPTIST
471 Troupe Rd., 931-684-3422

BETHANY BAPTIST
210 Richdale Lane, 931-684-8606

CALVARY BAPTIST
405 Lane Pkwy., 931-684-1870

CANNON BAPTIST
713 S. Cannon Blvd., 931-684-5442

EASTVIEW BAPTIST
404 S. Fairoak St., 931-684-9521

EDGEMONT BAPTIST
150 Fairfield Pike, 931-684-7676

EL BETHEL BAPTIST
1624 Hwy. 41A N., 931-684-0691

FAIR HAVEN BAPTIST
2726 Hwy. 231 N., 931-680-9803

FAITH BAPTIST
608 Neely Ave., 931-684-3764

FIRST BAPTIST
304 E. Depot St., 931-684-1634

FIRST BAPTIST
101 Webb Rd. E., Bell Buckle
931-389-9680

FRIENDSHIP BAPTIST
289 Hilltop Rd., 931-695-5119

GALILEE BAPTIST
917 Sevier St., 931-652-8543

GRACE BAPTIST CHURCH
1019 Madison St., Shelbyville
931-492-5037

HURRICANE CREEK BAPTIST
689 Elbethel Rd., 931-684-4754

GET THECoverage
YOU NEED!

• Auto • Home
• Life • Commercial

Templeton & Associates
Insurance

Kay, Zack & Jennifer
108 East Depot Street • 931-684-4380

Mullins Insurance

Things
Hap  en

Because...

p
Kathy Robertson
Mullins Insurance Agency
204 N. Main St
Shelbyville, Tn 37160

Phone: 931-684-7436 or 931-684-7489
Fax: 931-680-0322
Email: Mullins208@yahoo.com

Don Barnes
Realtor®

931-703-1022
DDBarnes@gmail.com

Cindy Barnes
Realtor®

931-703-3738
CindyCBarnes@gmail.com

ColdwellBankerSouthernRealty.com
  Each office is independently owned and operated.

This Devotional & 
Directory is made 
possible by these  
businesses who 

encourage all of us to  
attend worship services.

The Dinner The Dinner TableTable
201 Lane 201 Lane Pkwy, ShelbyvillePkwy, Shelbyville

931-684-5663931-684-5663
Open Monday-Saturday Open Monday-Saturday 6AM to 7PM, 6AM to 7PM, 

Sunday 10-2Sunday 10-2
Lunch buffet Lunch buffet every dayevery day

Pastors eat Pastors eat free on Sundayfree on Sunday

LUTHERAN
CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH
500 Elm Street, 931-684-0202

METHODIST
CANNON UNITED METHODIST
1001 S. Cannon Blvd., 931-684-4767

FIRST UNITED METHODIST
122 Public Square N., 931-684-2535
MULLINS CHAPEL AME
601 Ledbetter Rd., 931-685-4547

PLEASANT GROVE UNITED METHODIST
1597 Hwy. 130 W., 931-294-5477

SCOTT UNITED METHODIST
940 Morton St., 931-684-2297

ST. JOHNS AME
1512 Raby Ave., 931-684-9931

WHITESIDE UNITED METHODIST
2400 Midland Rd., 615-828-8292

WOODFORK CHAPEL AME
1011 Lipscomb St., 931-684-4817

NAZARENE
FIRST CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE
834 Union St., 931-684-3664

HILL TOP NAZARENE
1007 Smith Chapel Rd., 931-65-5234

HIMESVILLE CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE
1614 Hwy. 82 S., 931-694-6920

PENTECOSTAL
EMMANUEL PENTECOSTAL
1005 Belmont Ave., 931-685-6999

IGLESIA APOSTELIC PENTECOSTAL
2216 Hwy. 61 W., 931-680-1539

SHELBYVILLE UNITED PENTECOSTAL
1701 Green Lane, 931-685-9731

WHOSOEVER WILL PENTECOSTAL
219 E. Cedar St., 931-684-4384

PRESBYTERIAN
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN
600 N. Brittain St., 931-684-6541

GREEN HILL CUMBERLAND PRESBYTERIAN
1900 Unionville Deason Rd., Bell Buckle
931-294-2040

NORMANDY PRESBYTERIAN
108 Center St., Normandy, 931-857-9395

SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST
FIRST SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST
101 Church St., 931-685-9588

OTHER
ABUNDANT LIFE
600 Landers St., 931-703-0016

AGAPE WORSHIP CENTER
340 Maplewood Dr., 931-684-1243

BEREAN WAY CHRISITAN FELLOWSHIP
209 Thompson St., 931-703-7076

BLANKENSHIP COMMUNITY CHURCH
3602 Midland Rd., 931-437-2599

CHURCH AT ZION HILL
510 Thompson Rd., 931-581-4777

FELLOWSHIP FOR CHRIST
142 Richdale Lane, 931-684-0949

GATEWAY
1250 Madison St., 931-684-2794

HOUSE OF PRAYER
86 Union St., 931-703-5162

HOUSE OF PRAYER MINISTRY OF FAITH
907 W. Lane St., 931-639-1368

INTERNATIONAL HOUSE OF PRAYER
865 Union St., 931-607-8495

KING CHAPEL CHURCH AT UNION RIDGE
510 Union Ridge Rd., Wartrace, 931-389-6248

LIGHTHOUSE 
111 Church St., 931-684-4900

LIVING STONES COMMUNITY
304 Old Nashville Dirt Rd., 931-684-6883

LIVING WATER
3383 Hwy. 41A N. Unionville, 931-993-2477

MIRACLE TABERNACLE
507 Coble Circle, 931-224-5184

MOUNT VIEW
1331 Horse Mountain Rd., 931-685-0337

MULLIN CHAPEL
601 Ledbetter Rd., 931-685-4547

NUEVA VIDA
1304 Madison St., 931-580-0365

NEW LIFE 
111 Church St., 931-735-6720

PEOPLE’S CHURCH
1890 Madison St., 931-680-4880

THE SHELBYVILLE CHURCH
1014 W. Lane St., 931-492-4747

SHILOH OUTREACH CHURCH
2547 Hwy. 64 W., 931-684-0972

VICTORY CELEBRATION REVIVAL
1000 Colloredo Blvd., 931-680-0302

FIRST CHRISTIAN
309 Madison St., 931-684-7467

CHURCH OF CHRIST
BIRD STREET CHURCH OF CHRIST
428 Bird St., 931-684-3876

CHURCH OF CHRIST
115 High St., Bell Buckle
931-813-3079

EASTSIDE CHURCH OF CHRIST
1803 Madison St., 931-684-8521

FAIRFIELD CHURCH OF CHRIST
3521 Fairfield Pike, Wartrace
931-394-4090

FAIRLANE CHURCH OF CHRIST
101 Dow Dr., 931-684-1583

FLAT CREEK CHURCH OF CHRIST
1404 New Center Church Rd.
931-684-1360 

GREEN MEADOWS CHURCH OF CHRIST
355 Squire Hall Rd., 615-233-5420

RAUS CHURCH OF CHRIST
Smith Chapel Rd. Hwy. 13, 931-857-3362

SOUTHSIDE CHURCH OF CHRIST
108 Narrows Rd., 931-684-1805

WARTRACE CHURCH OF CHRIST
107 Bridgeview Ave., Wartrace
931-389-9496

CHURCH OF GOD
FIRST CHURCH OF GOD
278 Anthony Lane, 931-684-4646

NEW HALEY CHURCH OF GOD
2220 Patricia Dr., 931-685-1159

SHELBYVILLE CHURCH OF GOD
1014 W. Lane St., 931-492-4747

WHITTAKER CHURCH OF GOD
1200 Bethlehem Church Rd.,
423-618-9920

CHURCH OF GOD IN CHRIST
BRIGHT TEMPLE COGIC
516 Elm St., 931-684-7356

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST 
OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LDS
2508 Hwy. 231 N., 931-450-8848

EPISCOPAL
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE REDEEMER
203 Lane St., 931-684-5506

EVANGELICAL
EAST PARK EVANGELICAL
103 E. Pkwy., 256-278-8565

LONGVIEW BAPTIST
101 Cooper Rd., Unionville
931-294-2281

MIDLAND HEIGHTS BAPTIST
2706 Midland Rd., 931-680-0507

MOUNT ZION BAPTIST
101 Dow St., 931-684-1583

MT. ZION BAPTIST
506 Hill St., 931-684-5807

NEW BEGINNINGS BAPTIST
2027 Madison St., 931-703-9972

NEW BETHEL BAPTIST
1832 Hwy. 64 W., 615-684-5636

NORMANDY FIRST BAPTIST
100 Center St., Normandy,
931-857-3800

NORTH FORK BAPTIST
1641 Unionville Deason Rd., 
931-294-5610

ROVER BAPTIST
202 Baptist Church Rd., Eagleville
931-294-5840

SEVIER STREET FIRST BAPTIST
921 Sevier St., 931-684-7460

SHELBYVILLE FIRST BAPTIST
304 E. Depot St., 931-773-0145

SHELBYVILLE MILLS BAPTIST
900 Union St., 931-684-3625

SOUTHSIDE BAPTIST
900 S. Cannon Blvd., 931-684-6138

THOMPSON GROVE BAPTIST
2966 Sims Rd., 931-685-0025

TRINITY BAPTIST
1331 Horse Mountain Rd., 931-492-5480

TWIN OAKS BAPTIST
1710 Mount Herman Rd., Petersburg
931-993-8286

VICTORY INDEPENDENT BAPTIST
2200 N. Main St., 931-684-8114

CATHOLIC
ST. WILLIAM OF 
MONTEVERGINE CATHOLIC
500 S. Brittain St., 931-735-6004

ST. WILLIAMS CATHOLIC
719 N. Main St., 931-694-6154

CHRISTIAN
BETH SHAR SHALOM CHRISTIAN
207 April Lane, 931-680-9777AUGUST 8
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sent people—not special 
interests, and estab-
lishment politics. I have 
stood firm on that. My 
voting record also helps 
reflect that promise. 
With your help; I believe 
that I have firmly been 
a true representative of 
your collective voices 
regarding issues that we 
have faced as a County.” 

Here is a look at a 
portion of Maddox’s vot-
ing track record as Dis-
trict 1 representative the 
last 4 years.

• November 8, 
2022-Voted NO on the 
Longview PUD Devel-
opment because the 
residents in the affected 
area opposed the de-
velopment, and I stood 
with them.

• June 29, 2023-In-
troduced a motion to 
reduce the County prop-
erty tax rate by 15 cents, 
from $2.3252 to $2.1752. 
I strongly believe we 
need to look at responsi-
ble spending, not taxing 
more.

• May 14, 2024-Op-
posed bundling more 
than $10.4 million in 
capital projects into a 
single vote. I voted to 
separate the projects so 
each one could be con-
sidered on its own mer-
its, allowing for greater 
transparency and ac-
countability.

• January 23, 
2024-Sponsored and 
created the Bedford 
County Anti-Drug Coali-
tion (BCAC) to help fur-
ther unite law enforce-
ment, schools, treatment 
providers, community 
organizations, and citi-
zens in combating drug 
abuse.

• June 26, 2025-Pro-
posed removing the 
$100,000 budget allo-
cation for the Bedford 
County Partnership and 
redirecting those funds 
to other local nonprofits, 
including our Volunteer 
Fire Departments. Mo-

tion did not pass. Fund-
ing was later reduced to 
$20,000 in a subsequent 
budget (2026.)

• 2026-Sponsored 
and introduced the Se-
nior Citizens Property 
Tax Freeze Program, and 
proudly voted YES on 
June 9, 2026, to approve 
it. (The full Commission 
did not approve.)

Maddox said he was 
honored to have served 
as the only local Com-
missioner on a State 
Legislative Oversight 
committee, led by Char-
lie Curtiss, Tennessee 
County Commissioners 
Association (TCCA) ex-
ecutive director.

---
Over in District 5, 

Commissioner Linda 
Bomar Yockey, run-
ning as an indepen-
dent, believes she 
brings proven expe-
rience to the court-
house.

“My love for Bedford 
County and especial-
ly for the 5th District is 
the motivating factor for 
seeking re-election for 
one of the two County 
Commission seats. A 
commissioner who rep-
resents their district 
must know their district 
– its history, its needs 
and its people. Having 
been born and raised in 
the 5th District, I know 
my people.”

She added, “The 5th 
District is a very diverse 
district, encompassing 
almost one fourth of 
the County. It is a major 
rural/agricultural dis-
trict with several dense-
ly populated areas like 
the Country Club area. 
Many miles of the Duck 
River wind through the 
district, offering the 
“river life” to the local 
fisherman and local 
duck hunters. Also, the 
Duck River is a draw for 
many tourism experi-
ences.”

Yockey believes that 

a county commissioner 
must be able to commu-
nicate with all types of 
individuals about their 
own specific needs. She 
said she can and will 
continue to do this.

Yockey said she’s 
proud of the accom-
plishments made the 
last several years and 
in finishing  projects 
under the mayorship of 
the late Mayor Eugene 
Ray-completing the jail/
judicial center, the An-
nex building, the reno-
vation of the Courthouse 
and the County’s part 
of the square, acquiring 
the old Social Security 
building which has be-
come the Archives and 
Records Center, broad-
band expansion across 
the county, opening of 
the new TCAT building, 
changing the more rural 
roads to 30 mph, get-
ting BC students out of 
portables, and bringing 
MTSU Aviation to Bed-
ford County.

“As we move to the fu-
ture, 911 will be moving 
into a larger, more mod-
ern, facility. Juvenile 
detention students will 
move from the dilapidat-
ed building as you enter 
the square to a new facil-
ity.”

Yockey, a retired edu-
cator, advised that issues 
facing the new Commis-
sion will be the State Ap-
pellate Court opinion of 
the City vs County law-
suit; the increasing cost 
of solid waste disposal/ 
waste disposal sites; and 
the impact of growth 
for all departments, es-
pecially emergency ser-
vices and schools.

“I am running for 
the Commission seat to 
ensure Bedford County 
remains a place where 
families thrive, the 
economy grows, our 
schools are the best, and 
our County’s natural 
beauty and resources 
are preserved for gener-

ations.”
---

Running in Dis-
trict 5 as a Repub-
lican candidate is 
Brent Smith. His 
“Case of Steward-
ship” is as follows: 

“Bedford County is 
not just a collection of 
tax bases and zoning 
grids. It is our home and 
our heritage. I am run-
ning for Commissioner 
because the current tra-
jectory of our local gov-
ernment is indifferent to 
the interests of the fam-
ilies who have built this 
community over genera-
tions.”

He adds, “I believe 
I will do a better job 
than my opponents be-
cause my commitment 
is to the people of this 
County, not to the spe-
cial interests or the bu-
reaucratic machinery 
that dominates modern 
local politics, especially 
here in Bedford County. 
My day job is in health-
care which I have been 
in now for over 29 years 
and I manage my farm 
‘Walnut Farms’ daily; I 
know what it means to 
work the land, to solve 
practical problems with-
out reliance on outside 
experts, and to take re-
sponsibility for the lega-
cy I leave for my family.”

Smith said his oppo-
nents offer more of the 
same growth at the ex-
pense of County charac-
ter and more spending 
for questionable returns 
that has fractured Bed-
ford County. 

“I offer a return to 
fundamental priorities: 
protecting our local cul-
ture and resources, fos-
tering an environment 
where our families can 
thrive without unneces-
sary interference, and 
ensuring that our tax 
dollars actually serve the 
interests of the taxpay-
ers themselves.”

Smith said he doesn’t 

believe in the myth of 
the 'proposition' local 
government that simply 
exists to manage decline. 
He believes the role of a 
Commissioner is to be 
a “guardian of the com-
munity’s identity.” 

“The future of Bed-
ford County belongs to 
those who show up to 
defend it, and my focus 
is on building a durable, 
prosperous, and authen-
tically local future for us 
and our posterity.”

---
Also hoping for 

a win in District 
5, on the indepen-
dent ticket, is Brian 
Bruce. With a career 
in public service for 
30 years, Bruce is 
planning a future 
that includes serving 
on Bedford County 
Commission as an 
effective representa-
tive and leader.

“I believe I’m the best 
candidate for County 
Commissioner because 
I know this community, 
I care deeply about its 
future, and I’ve dedicat-
ed my life to serving the 
people of Bedford Coun-
ty.” As a lifelong resident 
of District 5, Bruce said 
he’s watched this com-
munity grow and change 
while never losing sight 
of the values that make 
it special. For more than 
30 years, he’s had the 
privilege of serving the 
County through his ca-
reer in public service. 

“That experience has 
taught me the impor-
tance of listening, treat-
ing people with respect, 
being accountable, and 
making thoughtful de-
cisions. As I prepare to 
retire from my career 
next year, I’m not ready 
to stop serving. I want 
to continue giving back 
by representing the peo-
ple of District 5 on the 
County Commission.”

Bruce said he believes 
he will bring, perhaps 

more than any other 
candidate, a lifetime of 
understanding this com-
munity, a proven com-
mitment to public ser-
vice, and a willingness 
to listen before making 
decisions. 

“My promise is sim-
ple: I’ll be accessible, 
I’ll work hard, and I’ll 
always put the people of 
District 5 first.”

---
Interested in Dis-

trict 2 candidates? 
Independent Com-
mission Candidate 
Michael Gregory be-
lieves the job of any 
elected representa-
tive is to listen and 
fully represent con-
stituents.

“When speaking to 
the folks in District 2, 
they are seeking to have 
their voice heard and 
have open, honest di-
alogue on the issues. I 
feel that overall, govern-
ment needs to do a bet-
ter job of active listening 
and being out among 
the people- working for 
them- something that 
has set me apart in this 
race.”

Gregory said he’s 
strived during his cam-
paign to meet with many 
folks at their homes, 
knocking on doors and 
putting in the work to 
earn the trust of the vot-
ers-many of whom have 
stated that he is the first 
person to ask for their 
vote and visit with them, 
not just this election cy-
cle, but ever. “This is 
only the beginning; if 
elected, I will continue to 
seek out the wise counsel 
of the voters on the is-
sues and am committed 
to doing a better job for 
District 2 in represent-
ing them and only them. 
I have no hidden agenda 
and am not beholden to 
any groups. I would ap-
preciate your vote as one 
of your two County Com-
missioners.”

Encouraging Creativity in the Age of AI
(Feature Impact) In 

an era when machines 
can generate ideas in 
seconds, hands-on 
learning and creativity 
may be more important 
for today’s children than 
ever. In fact, due to the 
rise of artificial intelli-
gence (AI), 73% of par-
ents believe creativity 
is an essential trait for 
their children to develop.

This finding comes 
from a survey commis-
sioned by Crayola and 
conducted by Talker 
Research of 2,000 U.S. 
parents of children ages 
8-12, along with children 
in that same age range. 
The survey also revealed 
the impact of technologi-
cal advances, such as AI, 
on how parents nurture 
their kids’ creativity and 
how kids and parents 
view AI differently.

While parents worry 
about what skills kids 
may lose due to AI usage, 
children themselves are 
more focused on what 
technology could unlock 
and seem to be far more 
optimistic about the im-
pact of AI. According to 
the study, 35% of parents 
said they worry AI will 
reduce their child’s abili-
ty to think creatively and 
30% fear it will compete 
with them, limiting their 
opportunities in the 
workforce. In contrast, 
only 22% of kids share 
their parents’ concerns 
about AI hurting their 
creative thinking abil-
ities and only 21% fear 
job competition.

Consider these addi-
tional trends identified 
in the survey.
Kids Crave Hands-
On Creativity

Despite growing up 
in a digital-first world, 
the children surveyed 
expressed a strong de-
sire to engage in hands-
on creative experiences. 
When they make some-
thing by hand, they’re 
more likely to preserve it 
(46%), display it at home 
(68%) or give it as a gift 
(48%), turning creativity 
into something tangible, 
lasting and meaningful.

The children surveyed 
also said they want 
adults to ask for their 
creative ideas and listen 
to them (52%), provide 
supplies for creating 
(51%), encourage prob-
lem-solving (47%) and 
give them more time to 
create (46%).
Feedback Provides 
Motivation

Creativity flourishes 
when adults praise young 

artists for their effort, 
ideas and decision-mak-
ing rather than judging 
how “good” the art looks, 
the survey found. While 
the least creatively mo-
tivating feedback par-
ents can provide is to tell 
kids their art looks good 
(22%), creating with 
parents or other family 
members (65%), having 
their art displayed (45%) 
and being recognized for 
the work involved (46%) 
were some of the most 
motivating actions.

“When we empha-
size effort, process and 
thinking over outcomes, 
kids feel safer taking cre-
ative risks,” said Cheri 
Sterman, senior director 
of education at Crayola. 
“Research – and kids 
themselves – are point-
ing us toward a more 
supportive way to nur-
ture creativity in the age 
of AI.”

Purposeful support 
from parents and teach-
ers also helps to mini-

mize speed bumps that 
may interfere with kids’ 
creative growth. This 
belief is deeply person-
al with 8 in 10 parents 
polled admitting they 
wish the adults in their 
lives had done more to 
nurture their creativity 
when they were children.
Creativity is 
Essential to Future 
Success

In a world increas-
ingly shaped by AI, par-
ents recognize creativity 
as one of the few skills 
machines can’t easily 
replicate with the major-
ity of respondents (85%) 
agreeing that creativity 
equates to success for 
children in the future. In 
fact, creative individuals 
were viewed as stronger 
problem-solvers (49%), 
better communicators 
(35%) and more likely to 
succeed in their careers 
(34%) than non-cre-
atives.

“As AI continues to 
insert itself into our 
lives, this study suggests 
that creativity won’t dis-
appear, but warns that 
nurturing it must be in-
tentional,” Sterman said. 
“For parents and educa-
tors, the challenge isn’t 
resisting technology, but 
ensuring imagination, 
experimentation and 
original thinking remain 
central to how children 
grow up alongside it.”

Find more ways to 
nurture creativity at 
Crayola.com/Creative-
Moments.
Everyday Moments 

nation and creative con-
fidence:

• Sketch during an 
outdoor walk.

• Draw a new book 
cover.

• Make up a new end-
ing to a story.

• Write new song lyr-
ics.

• Plan meal theme 
nights and experiment 
with new recipes as a 
family.

• Turn errands into 
small games.

• Ask “what if…?” to 
help children imagine.

SOURCE: Crayola

of Creativity
Adults can nurture 

creativity by weaving 
simple, creative mo-
ments into daily rou-
tines. That belief is at 
the heart of efforts like 
Crayola’s Create More 
Creative Moments initia-
tive, which has sparked 
conversations about why 
creativity matters and 
how it shapes children’s 
future success.

Consider these 
kid-tested creative expe-
riences to boost imagi-

BC GOVERNMENT PHOTO
Bedford County Chamber of Commerce held its 

quarterly luncheon and program on Tuesday at the 
Fly Cultural Arts building. The event was sponsored 
by United Communications. Guest speaker was out-
going Mayor Chad Graham, right. He reflected on the 
County’s progress during his tenure. One of the may-
or’s right-hand people, no doubt, has been County 
Attorney John T. Bobo, who attended the event.

COMMUNITY SERVICE, 
A BETTER BEDFORD
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Sudoku

Fill in the blank squares so that each row, each column and each
3-by-3 block contain all of the digits 1 thru 9.

If you use logic you can solve the puzzle without guesswork.

Need a little help?  The hints page shows a logical order to solve the puzzle.
Use it to identify the next square you should solve.  Or use the answers page
if you really get stuck.

© 2013 KrazyDad.com

Sudoku #4
Easy Sudoku Puzzles by KrazyDad, Volume 1, Book 1

In specifications, M
urphy's Law

 supersedes O
hm

's.

5 4 6 9 7
8 2 4

9 5 3 1 8
1 4 3 7

7 9
7 6 5 4

1 3 2 4 7
2 9 4

6 9 4 1 5

EASY

AnswersEasy Sudoku Puzzles by KrazyDad, Volume 1, Book 1

Sudoku #1
31498
18573

697231
65231
314

14298
938614

84739
21967

2576

4962

845

9874

578269

6357

752

6512

3458

Sudoku #2
39184
25783

4956
42698

689421
19346
4231
95734

13859

6572

4961

87132

5713

357

7825

59687

8261

7642

Sudoku #3
823

16579
35948627
2936

85174
9742

42179563
38617

634

479165

2384

1

14785

6239

36581

8

5942

715298

Sudoku #4
3281
176953

4672
25896
3462851
98132

8569
758631

3728

54697

824

95318

1437

79

7654

13247

294

69415

Sudoku #5
97326

46259
26953
493752
51647

632195
14762

92165
52319

5148

3871

1784

186

2893

874

3598

7834

6847

Sudoku #6
47951

86492
1382764

178
56728143

857
6859731
92567

34168

2368

7513

59

426359

9

391426

42

1843

7295

Sudoku #7
8951

427
52491783

87394
964831

43576
41623897

687
9216

73624

631589

6

1265

572

2198

5

391452

78453

Sudoku #8
39874

68473
4932

6397542
728

4819375
1536

76985
85439

5126

2591

17658

81

513496

26

92487

4321

6271

EASY

Fill in the blank squares so that each row, each column and each
3-by-3 block contain all of the digits 1 thru 9.

If you use logic you can solve the puzzle without guesswork.

Need a little help?  The hints page shows a logical order to solve the puzzle.
Use it to identify the next square you should solve.  Or use the answers page
if you really get stuck.

© 2023 KrazyDad.com

Sudoku #4
Intermediate Sudoku by KrazyDad, Volume 1, Book 1

"It is im
possible to repent of love. The sin of love does not exist."

-- M
uriel Spark

2 4 8
9 3

9 2 5
1 4

3 8 9 5
6 1

2 5 1
3 4
2 7 8

INTERMEDIATE

AnswersIntermediate Sudoku by KrazyDad, Volume 1, Book 1

Sudoku #1
67591
1394582
719236

9683752
2836149
5179436
942385

6271984
87563

2438

67

584

41

75

28

167

35

4921

Sudoku #2
2174695
96132

74325981
45732
9132586
23457
64138279

75961
8967234

83

5874

6

6981

74

8619

5

3248

15

Sudoku #3
169527
352784
27461985
816392
42819
712834
98754126

261738
319247

843

961

3

475

3756

596

3

549

685

Sudoku #4
193765
5741862
836417
9875623
42176

5437982
768349

5698721
194365

248

93

925

14

3895

61

251

34

278

Sudoku #5
2367194
8546723

495328
472583

92678
149257

481937
1236798

8734561

85

19

716

169

3514

683

562

54

92

Sudoku #6
13954627
946218
571864
873415

96357
182439

826375
724396
36571984

8

375

293

962

2481

657

491

158

2

Sudoku #7
59342

4691357
2874569
6938174

76295
5243916
3587421
9135478
84726

7168

28

31

52

1483

87

69

26

1935

Sudoku #8
591628

487163
367491

7456932
6579214
8293157
718369
925614

839725

347

295

852

18

38

46

524

378

461

INTERMEDIATE

Fill in the blank squares so that each row, each column and each
3-by-3 block contain all of the digits 1 thru 9.

If you use logic you can solve the puzzle without guesswork.

Need a little help?  The hints page shows a logical order to solve the puzzle.
Use it to identify the next square you should solve.  Or use the answers page
if you really get stuck.

© 2013 KrazyDad.com

Sudoku #4
Novice Sudoku Puzzles, Volume 1, Book 1

The little m
ind w

ho loves itself, w
ill w

rite and think w
ith the vulgar; but

the great m
ind w

ill be bravely eccentric, and scorn the beaten road, from
universal benevolence.

-- O
liver G

oldsm
ith

5 2 7 1 3
7 9 5 1

9 4
9 1 4

6 4 2
3 6 5

8 7
2 5 4 3
7 6 3 2 8

NOVICE

AnswersNovice Sudoku Puzzles, Volume 1, Book 1

Sudoku #1
514693
6325791

4325
185329

28
936157

7462
3981756

563218

782

84

89167

674

4759163

248

81539

24

974

Sudoku #2
42658

68739
389427
25149
4692875
79368
821764

78136
69387

9173

5241

156

8763

31

1452

395

5429

1452

Sudoku #3
473651
8951
627539
92145
1582736
79624

496583
8259

873641

982

32467

148

6378

49

3851

217

36174

529

Sudoku #4
6849

68432
1325687

638572
875139
429178
3692154

87916
4159

52713

7951

94

914

642

365

87

2543

76328

Sudoku #5
943628
6573

871295
4912785
81597

7283916
146873

6419
789254

157

29841

346

63

6342

54

952

25378

316

Sudoku #6
647812

7294
213987
48635

31286
62519

471623
3581
125374

953

83561

546

1792

5947

7438

895

24769

968

Sudoku #7
716359
358264
91352
6542
257361
8415

62593
428516
589167

428

971

6478

31897

948

76293

1748

397

324

Sudoku #8
259168
345829
87693

34761
14237

29534
16845

213567
854132

374

671

1452

5829

9658

7816

7329

498

679

NOVICE

Fill in the blank squares so that each row, each column and each 3-by-3 block contain all of the digits 1 thru 9.
If you use logic, you can solve the puzzle without guesswork.
Need a little help? The answers are below.

21) Not at all happy
22) Chinese fruit (var.)
25) Long, heroic tales
26) Toward the left, when 

floating
27) Ice cream shop orders
28) Harbingers
29) Breathing abnormality
30) Dagger’s go-with
31) Cheek reddener
32) Affirmative responses
34) Commotions
35) Dollars, in old slang
37) Easy to deceive
38) Word with “pride” or “duty”
43) Levitates
44) Gave the slip
45) Pastes
46) “All My Children” character
47) Char, as a steak
48) “___ the wild blue 

yonder”
49) Order to a chef, sometimes
50) Speak arrogantly
51) Worldly rather than 

spiritual
52) Peak in Sicily
53) Not now
54) Act the couch potato 

(with “out”)

CLUES ACROSS
1) Get the opinions of others
5) Act the mother hen
9) Briquets, post-barbecue
14) Tenor’s standout 

performance
15) South Seas land?
16) Reside
17) Cousin of Sven?
18) Close by
19) O’Gill in a Disney movie 

title
20) Light-haired one
23) Prepare a gift for 

presentation
24) Cartridge contents
25) Pago Pago denizen
28) “The Lord of the Rings” 

creatures
30) Blubber
33) Like pieces in need of 

assembly
34) Chinese nanny
35) Plumlike gin flavoring
36) Popular apple
39) Fine follower
40) Absolutely first-rate
41) What spin doctors spin
42) D and C, in D.C.
43) Sound from an angry cat

44) Conjures up
45) Ending to some Web 

addresses
46) Three monkeys’ subject
47) Bling component, sometimes
54) Show-stopping place?
55) Too dry for growth
56) Pledge of Allegiance, e.g.
57) “Peter, Peter, pumpkin ___”
58) Event ending “Chariots 

of Fire”
59) Number dialed before 1-1
60) Disgusting
61) Old “Heck!”
62) Interpret a barcode

CLUES DOWN
1) Insect’s sense organ
2) One type of college exam
3) Old Milan money
4) “Famous” sentences
5) ___ baddie (smoked 

haddock)
6) Deplete
7) Four-RBI hit
8) Particular Slav
9) Accessories
10) Ritzy
11) Elephant group
12) Dresden’s waterway
13) Covert

Building Brighter Futures: Helping young people succeed in a changing economy
(Feature Impact) 

During a time when 
the economy is chang-
ing rapidly and shifting 
the landscape of work 
into uncertain territo-
ry, academic success is 
no longer enough to put 
young people on a sta-
ble path to the future. 
Once, a high school di-
ploma was enough to 
land a well-paying job. 
Then a college degree 
became the gold stan-
dard. Now the road-
map has changed again, 
which means that smart 
students need to start 
taking steps in new di-
rections.

According to Junior 

Achievement, three key 
concepts to add to mod-
ern teenagers’ knowl-
edge arsenal include 

financial literacy, eco-
nomic mobility and en-
trepreneurship.
Why Financial 

Literacy Matters
When young people 

are equipped with the 
knowledge they need to 

earn, manage, save and 
invest money, it supports 
their journey through 
every life milestone 
ahead, from education 
and homeownership to 
retirement and more. 
Financial literacy gives 
people the confidence to 
make smart decisions 
while dodging costly 
mistakes like getting 
into high-interest debt.

A recent Junior 
Achievement survey in-
dicated that although 
42% of Americans 
struggle with money 
management, 23% feel 
their income could be 
sufficient if they under-
stood how to manage it 
more effectively. Giving 
students a strong foun-
dation in financial liter-
acy can set them up well 
to not only earn money 
but use it wisely to meet 
their future needs and 
accomplish their goals.
The Power of 
Economic Mobility

Economic mobility 
refers to the idea that 
each generation can ex-
pect to achieve better 
opportunities and more 
financial stability than 
the one before. Today’s 
youth are growing in-
creasingly skeptical of 
this possibility, and for 
good reason: they see 
that even many college 
graduates are underem-
ployed and struggling to 
find their feet.

There’s no denying 
the game has changed. 
However, upward eco-
nomic mobility is still 
within reach for stu-
dents who are willing 
to learn the new rules, 
especially if they have 
parents and educators 
supporting their jour-
neys. With or without a 
college degree, students 
who engage with their 
communities, believe in 
their own potential and 
focus on building trans-
ferable personal and en-

trepreneurial skills can 
find themselves well-po-
sitioned to navigate a 
changing world.
How to Grow 
Entrepreneurial 
Skills

Topics like financial 
literacy and business 
acumen can be taught 
in a variety of ways both 
in and out of the class-
room. Other key entre-
preneurial skills – like 
leadership, confidence, 
work ethic, creativity 
and critical thinking – 
are more like muscles 
that get stronger when 
they’re trained. While 
academics are still im-
portant, hands-on op-
portunities and expe-
riences are invaluable 
parts of the equation 
to prepare students for 
economic success.

Take programs like 
Future Bound by Junior 
Achievement, for exam-
ple, which is an immer-
sive annual event de-
signed to empower high 
school students with 
essential skills and op-
portunities to innovate. 
Participants put their 
intelligence, creativity 
and ambition to the test 
during four team com-
petitions where they 
can showcase and hone 
real-world business and 
economic skills. Win-
ners receive national 
honors, awards, schol-
arships and prizes from 
event sponsors, includ-
ing Pacific Life Founda-
tion and Staples, among 
others. Plus, all attend-
ees get the chance to 
network with industry 
leaders from around the 
country, participate in 
workshops and connect 
with other future-fo-
cused teens.

Whether you’re a stu-
dent, parent, educator 
or volunteer, explore 
more resources to help 
young people succeed at 
JA.org.
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NOTICE

KRISTAN GRACE SIMPSON
The State of Tennessee, Department of Children’s Services, 

has filed a Petition to Declare Children Dependent and Neglected 
as to Chase Isaiah Brandon. It appears that ordinary process of 
law cannot be served upon you because your whereabouts are 
unknown. You are hereby ORDERED to serve upon Stephen 
Marsh, Attorney for the Tennessee Department of Children Ser-
vices, 200 Athens Way, 2nd Floor, Suite A, Nashville, TN 37243, 
an answer to the Petition to Declare Children Dependent and Ne-
glected filed by the Tennessee Department of Children’s Services 
within five (5) days of the last day of Publication of this notice, 
and you must also appear in the juvenile court of Franklin County, 
Tennessee at Winchester, Tennessee on the 26th day of August, 
2026, at 8 a.m. for the hearing on the petition to Declare Children 
Dependent and Neglected by the State of Tennessee, Department 
of children’s services.  If you fail to do so, a default judgment will 
be taken against you pursuant for the relief demanded in the Peti-
tion. You may view and obtain a copy of the Petition and any other 
subsequently filed legal documents at the Juvenile Court Clerk’s 
Office, Winchester, Tennessee. (7164tc)

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Estate of Dorothy Porterfield, Deceased

Notice is hereby given that on July 16, of 2026 Letter of Admin-
istration in respect of the estate of Dorothy Porterfield, who died 
06/14/2026, were issued to the undersigned by the Bedford Coun-
ty Chancery Court of Bedford County, Tennessee. All persons, 
resident and Non-resident, having claims, matured or unmatured, 
against the estate are required to file the same with the Clerk of 
the above-named Court on or before the earlier of the dates pre-
scribed in (1) or (2) otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1) (A) Four (4) months from the date of the first publication (or 
posting, as the case may be) of this notice if the creditor received 
an actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty (60) days 
before the date that is four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication (or posting); or

    (B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor received an 
actual copy of the notice to creditors if the creditor received the 
copy of the notice less than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is 
four (4) months from the date of the first publication (or posting) as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s date of death.
This the 16th day of July, 2026.
/s/ Bentley Porterfield, Executor
/s/ Jack G. Heffington, Attorney
/s/ Curt M. Cobb, Clerk and Master/Deputy Clerk             (7232tp)

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Estate of John Bumpus, Deceased

Notice is hereby given that on July 2, of 2026 Letter of Ad-
ministration in respect of the estate of John Bumpus, who died 
06/08/2026, were issued to the undersigned by the Bedford Coun-
ty Chancery Court of Bedford County, Tennessee. All persons, 
resident and Non-resident, having claims, matured or unmatured, 
against the estate are required to file the same with the Clerk of 
the above-named Court on or before the earlier of the dates pre-
scribed in (1) or (2) otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1) (A) Four (4) months from the date of the first publication (or 
posting, as the case may be) of this notice if the creditor received 
an actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty (60) days 
before the date that is four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication (or posting); or

    (B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor received an 
actual copy of the notice to creditors if the creditor received the 
copy of the notice less than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is 
four (4) months from the date of the first publication (or posting) as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s date of death.
This the 2nd day of July, 2026.
/s/ Rebecca L. Morgan, Executrix
/s/ Tamra L. Smith, Attorney
/s/ Curt M. Cobb, Clerk and Master/Deputy Clerk             (7232tp)

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Estate of Leslie Steve Leverette, Deceased

Notice is hereby given that on July 6, of 2026 Letter of Adminis-
tration in respect of the estate of Leslie Steve Leverette, who died 
02/13/2026, were issued to the undersigned by the Bedford Coun-
ty Chancery Court of Bedford County, Tennessee. All persons, 
resident and Non-resident, having claims, matured or unmatured, 
against the estate are required to file the same with the Clerk of 
the above-named Court on or before the earlier of the dates pre-
scribed in (1) or (2) otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1) (A) Four (4) months from the date of the first publication (or 
posting, as the case may be) of this notice if the creditor received 
an actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty (60) days 
before the date that is four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication (or posting); or

    (B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor received an 
actual copy of the notice to creditors if the creditor received the 
copy of the notice less than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is 
four (4) months from the date of the first publication (or posting) as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s date of death.
This the 6th day of July, 2026.
/s/ Sharon Renee Leverette, Administratrix
/s/ Jay B. Jackson, Attorney
/s/ Curt M. Cobb, Clerk and Master/Deputy Clerk             (7232tp)

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Estate of Margaret Britton Vaughn, Deceased

Notice is hereby given that on July 2, of 2026 Letter of Admin-
istration in respect of the estate of Margaret Britton Vaughn, who 
died 06/27/2026, were issued to the undersigned by the Bedford 
County Chancery Court of Bedford County, Tennessee. All per-
sons, resident and Non-resident, having claims, matured or un-
matured, against the estate are required to file the same with the 
Clerk of the above-named Court on or before the earlier of the 
dates prescribed in (1) or (2) otherwise their claims will be forever 
barred:

(1) (A) Four (4) months from the date of the first publication (or 
posting, as the case may be) of this notice if the creditor received 
an actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty (60) days 
before the date that is four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication (or posting); or

    (B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor received an 
actual copy of the notice to creditors if the creditor received the 
copy of the notice less than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is 
four (4) months from the date of the first publication (or posting) as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s date of death.
This the 2nd day of July, 2026.
/s/ Linda Howard, Executrix
/s/ Tamra L. Smith, Attorney
/s/ Curt M. Cobb, Clerk and Master/Deputy Clerk             (7232tp)

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Estate of Walter Randall Webb Jr., Deceased

Notice is hereby given that on July 16, of 2026 Letter of Ad-
ministration in respect of the estate of Walter Randall Webb Jr., 
who died 06/12/2026, were issued to the undersigned by the Bed-
ford County Chancery Court of Bedford County, Tennessee. All 
persons, resident and Non-resident, having claims, matured or 
unmatured, against the estate are required to file the same with 
the Clerk of the above-named Court on or before the earlier of the 
dates prescribed in (1) or (2) otherwise their claims will be forever 
barred:

(1) (A) Four (4) months from the date of the first publication (or 
posting, as the case may be) of this notice if the creditor received 
an actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty (60) days 
before the date that is four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication (or posting); or

    (B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor received an 
actual copy of the notice to creditors if the creditor received the 
copy of the notice less than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is 
four (4) months from the date of the first publication (or posting) as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s date of death.
This the 16th day of July, 2026.
/s/ Walter Ryan Webb & Kelly Nicole Owens, Co-Administrators
/s/ Megan K. Trott, Attorney
/s/ Curt M. Cobb, Clerk and Master/Deputy Clerk             (7232tp)

Bedford County property transfers
The following prop-

erty sales were recently 
recorded in the Bedford 
County Register of Deeds 
office.
File date: July 14

Seller, Ruth Barnes 
Bul lock Estate,  John 
Harold Bullock, Jerry 
Way ne Bul lock ,  Wi l-
liam Kenneth Bullock, 
Janice Lynn Floyd, Lau-
r ie  L ee Crowel l ,  Joy 
Hay nes Hal l,  Jeremy 
Landon Haynes; Buyer,  
Meri Elizabeth Haynes; 
Price, $0 (Deed).

Seller, Ruth Barnes 
Bul lock Estate,  John 
Harold Bullock, Jerry 
Way ne Bul lock ,  Wi l-
liam Kenneth Bullock, 
Janice Lynn Floyd, Lau-
r ie  L ee Crowel l ,  Joy 
Hay nes Hal l,  Jeremy 
Landon Haynes; Buyer,  
John Harold Bullock; 
Price, $0 (Deed).

Location: Brookha-
ven Circle; Seller, Mar-
garet Bumann; Buyer,  
James E Farrar Sr; Price, 
$140,000 (Deed).

Location: Big Spring 
Rd; Seller, Michael L 
Chiappari, Kathleen G 
Chiappari, 1994 Chiap-
pari Family Trust; Buyer,  
Sherry E Sims; Price, 
$385,000 (Deed).

Location: 313 Cotton-
wood Drive; Seller, HP 
Realty Co LLC; Buyer,  
James Ethan Holliman; 
Price, $276,900 (Deed).
File date: July 15

L o c a t i o n :  1 3 3 0  B 
Madison St; Seller, Je-
romy L Blackwell, Can-
dy M Blackwell; Buyer,  
LS Enterprise; Pr ice, 
$175,000 (Deed).

Location: 103 Hilltop 
Dr; Seller, Brittany Leann 
King, Brittany Leann Wis-
er, Shawn King; Buyer,  
Brittany Leann King; 
Price, $0 (Deed).

S e l l e r ,  C h r i s t o -
pher  D Peg g,  A ma n-
da Jean Pegg; Buyer,  

Breen Ma r ie  Berger; 
Price, $48,575 (Deed).

Location: Old Hwy 64; 
Seller, DCC Strategic Re-
alty Partners LLC; Buyer,  
Andrew Curl, Delaney N 
Curl; Price, $ (Deed).

S el ler,  D oy le  A sh-
t o n  W o o d ;  B u y e r ,  
Doyle Ashton Wood, Lin-
da June Wood, TBTBS 
Family Trust; Price, $0 
(QD).

L o c a t i o n :  C e d a r 
Grove Rd; Seller, John 
Harold Bullock, Ruth 
Barnes Bullock Estate, 
Jerry Wayne Bullock, 
William Kenneth Bull-
ock, Janice Lynn Floyd, 
Laurie Lee Crowell, Joy 
Hay nes Hal l,  Jeremy 
Landon Haynes; Buyer,  
William Kenneth Bull-
ocks; Price, $0 (Deed).

Seller, Clarence E Lamb, 
Barbara A Lamb; Buyer,  
Clarence E Lamb Revo-
cable Trust, Barbara A 
Lamb Revocable Trust, 
Lamb Revocable Trust; 
Price, $0 (Deed).
File date: July 16

Location: 460 Hicko-
ry Hill Rd; Seller, Greg 
Curl, Joey Curl; Buyer,  
A llison Bates, Phillip 
Bates; Price, $490,000 
(Deed).

Seller, Victor G Gill, 
T r i n a  G i l l ;  B u y e r ,  
HDS P r op er t ie s  GP; 
Price, $150,000 (Deed).

Location: Whiteside 
Hill Rd; Seller, Susan 
M Grabov ich; Buyer,  
Seth Grabovich; Price, 
$450,000 (Deed).

Location: 104 Daugh-
ters Ct;  Sel ler,  Park-
er Blaine Gunn; Buyer,  
Kimmy Joe McLemore; 
Price, $309,000 (Deed).

L o c a t i o n :  C e n -
ter St;  Sel ler,  Bever-
l y  K  Mo r r i s ;  B u y e r,  
Morris Family Revocable 
Trust; Price, $0 (QD).

Seller, Jerry Adcock, 
Stella Adcock; Buyer,  
Peter Mckillip, Victoria 

Home Loan Mortgage 
C or p or at ion;  Buyer,  
David Alan Brown; Price, 
$173,000 (Deed).

L ocat ion: 103 Sun-
rise Court; Seller, Bue-
navent ura Vela zquez 
B a l t a z a r  S r,  F l l av i a 
Verdel Baltazar; Buyer,  
Maria Piedad Velasquez 
Verdel; Price, $90,000 
(Deed).

Seller, Nathan W An-
thony, James Harvey An-
thony Sr Estate; Buyer,  
Harvey James Antho-
ny Jr, Jason A Anthony; 
Price, $0 (QD).

Location: Blue Rib-
bon Park way; Sel ler, 
Pau la  L Sims,  Dav id 
Bradley Sims, Misty D 
Cannon, Terry Wayne 
K i n g  E s t at e ;  Bu y e r,  
Zackary Hitchcock; Price, 
$198,000 (Deed).
File date: July 23

S e l l e r ,  T e r -
r y  S m i t h ;  B u y e r ,  
Marie Smith; Price, $0 
(QD).

L o c a t i o n :  M a t t 
D r;  S e l ler,  Ya s s er  K 
A l  Ha sn aw y ;  Bu yer,  
Jason Campbell, Alisha 
Campbell; Price, $70,000 
(Deed).

Seller, James E Tate, 
Nancy June Tate; Buyer,  
CCit y of  Shelby v i l le; 
Price, $12,303 (Deed).
File date: July 24

S e l l e r ,  S t e p h e n 
G  A n t h o n y ;  B u y e r ,  
Stephen G Anthony, Jan 
Anthony; Price, $0 (QD).

L o c a t i o n :  1 9 2  S i -
los Way; Seller, Lorra 
Ann Williams; Buyer,  
Property Tax Debt LLC; 
Price, $21,433.33 (Deed).

L oc at ion:  100 Tom 
Walker Dr; Seller, Pa-
tr icia Corley, Patty U 
C or le y,  A s h le y  C or -
ley McDonald; Buyer,  
Patricia Corley; Price, $0 
(QD).

L oc at ion:  136 Tom 
Walker Dr; Seller, Patty 
U Corley, Ashley Cor-
ley  McDona l;  Buyer,  
Ashley Corley McDonald; 
Price, $0 (QD).

L o c at ion:  1 57  S t a-
ley Rd; Sel ler,  Patr i-
cia Hutchinson; Buyer,  
John Farley, Tonya Farley; 
Price, $80,000 (Deed).

Location: 637 Coop-
e r t o w n  R d ;  S e l l e r , 
Roger D Holland, San-
dra L Holland; Buyer,  
Sarah Michelle Bratch-
er; Price, $547,689.74 
(Deed).

Location: Hwy 231 N; 
Seller, Anthony Mary-
land Matusek Jr, Carolyn 
Simmons Matusek Estate, 
Carolyn S Matusek; Buyer,  
Anthony Maryland Ma-
tusek Jr, Anthony Chris-
topher Matusek, Michael 
Simmon Matusek, Car-
olyn Simmons Matusek 
Testa menta r y Tr ust; 
Price, $0 (Deed).
File date: July 27

Location: Cooper Road; 
Seller, Greg Heerdink, 
Trudy Warpool; Buyer,  
Alvin Carlton Brown III; 
Price, $800,000 (Deed).

L oc at ion:  116 Hid-
den Circle; Seller, JC 
Builders LLC; Buyer,  
Eulalia Bartolome Nico-
la s;  Pr ic e ,  $327,000 
(Deed).

Location: Hilltop Road; 
Seller, Matt Mckelvey, 
Melissa Mckelvey; Buyer,  
Drew Dowd, Taylor Dowd; 
Price, $200,000 (Deed).

L oc at ion:  128 Mi l-
let St; Seller, Ole South 
Properties Inc; Buyer,  
Jennifer Williford, Jeffrey 
D Sells; Price, $372,984 
(Deed).

L oc at ion:  126 Mi l-
let St; Seller, Ole South 
Properties Inc; Buyer,  
Lauren Emily Hinkle, 
Andrew Mason Hinkle; 
Price, $304,990 (Deed).

L o c a t i o n :  B u r n s 
Road; Seller, Andrew 
Z  S t i e r w a l t ;  B u y e r,  
Alcorn Properties LLC; 
Price, $120,000 (Deed).

Classifieds

Call and place 
your Ad Today! 

(931) 684-1200
advertising@t-g.com

NOTICES

BEDFORD COUNTY 
BOARD OF 

COMMISSIONERS
Monthly Commissioner 

Board Meeting
Tuesday, August 11, 
2026 @ 7:00 P.M.

Bedford County Historic 
Courthouse

1 Public Square, 2nd 
Floor Courtroom

Shelbyville, TN 37160
Meeting agenda can be 
found at www.bedford-
countytn.gov.
Public Comment Proce-
dure: State law provides 
for a period of public 
comment at local govern-
ment meetings to provide 
the public with an op-
portunity to comment on 
matters that are germane 
to items on the agenda.  
Any person interested to 
speak should:
1. Record name and ad-
dress on a sign-up sheet 
that will be provided, pri-
or to the meeting being 
called to order.
2. When called upon, ad-
dress comments to the 
Chairperson in a respect-
ful manner.
3. Limit remarks to three 
minutes for items(s) ger-
mane to the agenda.
Persons with a disabil-
ity who wish to request 
special accommodation 
to participate in the pub-
lic meeting should noti-
fy April Steadman one 
business day prior to the 
meeting by calling (931) 
684-7944 or email your 
request to april.stead-
man@bedfordcountytn.
gov  to discuss accom-
modations. Every rea-
sonable effort will be 
made to meet your need.

First Published 
ABANDONED 

VEHICLE NOTICE 
2001 Car Carrier- 

1M9TC30351M559776 
2015 Chevrolet Equinox-
2GNFLFEK5F6399963 
Will be sold or disposed 

of if not claimed by 
registered owner within 
10 days of this notice 
for towing and storage 
by Green’s Towing and 
Recovery.1713 Green 
Lane. Shelbyville, TN. 

(931)703-458 

YARD SALES

BIG YARD SALE
549 Thompson Road, 

Unionville
Wednesday, Thursday 

and Friday, 8AM-?
New Tools, Toys, Misc.

SERVICES

HONEY DO 
HANDYMAN

No job too big or small
Carpentry, Masonry, 

fire pits, chicken coops, 
decks, additions, repairs, 

landscaping. 
References available. 

Call Todd, 
931-212-0228. 

Let’s talk!

LAWN CARE 
SERVICES

931-773-6105

YOUR CL ASSIF IED 
COULD BE HERE. Call 
931-684-1200 Today.

Mckillip; Price, $0 (QD).
Location: 614 Moody St; 

Seller, Randall Mallard, 
Clarice Mallard; Buyer,  
Randall Mallard, Kathy 
Childress; Price, $0 (QD).

L oc at ion:  231  R iv-
erbend Country Club; 
Seller, Martin L Belk, 
Margee B Belk; Buyer,  
Fayne Holt Parsons IV, 
Sydney Shortridge Par-
sons; Price, $450,000 
(Deed).

Location: 700 Dow Dr; 
Seller, Donna Parsons, 
Brenda Hardison, Cathy 
Demonbreum; Buyer,  
Margee B Belk, Martin L 
Belk Sr; Price, $360,000 
(Deed).

L o c a t i o n :  H w y 
64; Sel ler,  K im Win-
n e t t e  B a r r ;  B u y e r ,  
John G Winnette; Price, 
$0 (QD).

Seller, Michelle Lac-
e y,  M i c h e l l e  L a c e y 
L iv ing Tr ust;  Buyer,  
Michelle Lacey, Jackie C 
Pettit, Lacey Living Trust, 
Jack Lacey Livingt Trust, 
Carolyn C Lacey Living 
Trust; Price, $ (Deed).
File date: July 17

L o c at ion:  11 5  C ol-
by Dr;  Sel ler,  Erlen-
dur E lend sson,  K a r-
en Erlendsson; Buyer,  
Nicole Klein, Konstan-
tin Samuel Klein; Price, 
$425,000 (Deed).

S e l l e r ,  J e f f r e y  R 
M i t c h e l l ;  B u y e r ,  
Jef frey Ray Mitchell, 
Mitchell Revocable Liv-
ing Trust; Price, $0 (QD).

Location: Bullock Rd; 
Seller, John Harold Bull-
ock, Ruth Barnes Bullock 
Estate, Jerry Wayne Bull-
ock, William Kenneth 
Bullock, Janice Lynn 
Floyd, Laurie Lee Crowell, 
Meri Elizabeth Haynes, 
Joy Haynes Hall; Buyer,  
Jeremy Landon Haynes; 
Price, $0 (Deed).

Location: 1125 Smith 
Chapel Rd; Seller, Lee-
sa Hammond; Buyer,  
Kaylie L Fagan, Dakota F 
Fagan; Price, $399,000 
(Deed).

L o c a t i o n :  B u l l o c k 
Rd; Seller, John Harold 
Bullock, Ruth Barnes 
Bullock Estate, Jerr y 
Wayne Bullock, William 
Kenneth Bullock, Jan-
ice Lynn Floyd, Laurie 
Lee Crowell, Meri Eliz-
abeth Haynes, Jeremy 
Landon Haynes; Buyer,  
Joy Haynes Hall; Price, 
$0 (Deed).
File date: July 20

Location: 204 Shel-
byville Mills Rd; Sell-
er, Kenneth R Griffin, 
Karen A Griffin; Buyer,  
Sion Enterprises LLC; 
Price, $162,500 (Deed).

Location: 204 Gray-
don S t ;  S e l ler,  C or y 
L  G a r r e t t ;  B u y e r ,  
Thomas G Sakich, Han-
na h B Sa k ich;  Pr ice, 
$290,000 (Deed).

Location: Unit 26 Field 
Stone; Seller, Anthony 
M Matusek Jr; Buyer,  
American Home Con-
structors Inc; Price, $0 
(QD).

L o c a t i o n :  Un i t  2 6 
F i e l d  S t o n e ;  S e l l e r, 
American Home Con-
str uctors Inc; Buyer,  
Lisa Stubblefield; Price, 
$420,000 (Deed).

L o c a t i o n :  2 19  B i g 
Springs Rd; Seller, Mar-
jory A George; Buyer,  
Heidie Tarter, Weston 
Tarter; Price, $279,900 
(Deed).
File date: July 21

L oc at ion:  31 4 C ot-
tonw o o d  D r ;  S e l le r, 
H a r r i s w o o d  I n v e s t-
m e n t s  L L C ;  B u y e r ,  
Mayleth G Rangel Viera, 
Maria L Viera De Rangel, 
Fernando Rangel Uribe, 
Cristian Rangel Viera; 
Price, $289,900 (Deed).
File date: July 22

Location: 202 Cano-
va Court; Seller, Federal 
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Robert 
Louis Sanford Jr.
Robert Louis Sanford 

Jr., 74, of Murfreesboro, 
TN., passed away peace-
fully on July 26, 2026, at 
Quality Center Rehabil-
itation following a brief 
illness.

Robert honorably 
served his country in 
the United States Army 
before dedicating his 
professional life to Holly 
Farms and Tyson Foods.  
He was a devoted and 
hardworking man who 
deeply valued his family, 
loyalty and the simple 
joys of life.

He was preceded in 
death by his beloved 
daughter, Misty Dawn 
Sanford Parker; his 
parents, Robert Louis 
Sanford Sr., and Jewell 
Sanford; his brothers, 
Mikel Sanford and W.C. 
Sanford and his sister, 
Ada Rasberry.

He is lovingly sur-
vived by his daughter, 
Tracy Sanford, his son, 
Russell Sanford; his 
grandsons, Andrew 
Jayden Thompson and 
Nolan Schmiede and his 
granddaughters, Riley 
Padgett, Jacey Parker, 
Skylar Sanford, Simon 
Sanford and Mabel San-
ford. He also has 4 pre-
cious great grandchil-
dren. He is also survived 
by his sisters, Vada Skel-

ton, Betty Byrd, Geeter 
Pyburn, Linda Adams, 
Jeanie Sanford and his 
brother, David Sanford.

Robert's life was fur-
ther enriched by the 
meaningful presence of 
Suzan Sanford, Donna 
Sanford and Terrie Dyer 
Stone, each of whom 
held a special place in 
his heart and remained 
an important part of his 
life's journey.

In accordance with 
his wishes, no formal 
service will be held.

His ashes will be 
scattered on a lake in 
Texas where he spent his 
childhood and created 
many of his most cher-
ished memories. He will 
be remembered with 
love and will be deeply 
missed by all who knew 
him.

Hillcrest Funeral 
Home is in charge of ar-
rangements.

Betty Ruth Nix
Betty Ruth Nix, age 

83, of Unionville, Ten-
nessee, passed away 
peacefully at her resi-
dence on Friday, July 
24, 2026, following an 
extended illness.

Betty was born on Oc-
tober 25, 1942, in Law-
renceburg, Tennessee, 
to the late Horace and 
Jessie Johnson. She was 
a devoted homemaker, 
a faithful member of 
Fellowship for Christ 
Church in Shelbyville, 
and was well known for 
her wonderful cooking 
and the love she shared 
with family and friends.

She is survived by her 
loving husband of 67 
years, William Pat Nix; 
her children, Cindy Nix, 
Angie (Bryant) Dunn, 
and Glenda Melton 
(Melvin Neeley); her 
grandchildren, Kristy 
(Wade) Campbell, Jr. 
(Nellie) Dunn, Kris (Ve-
ronica) Adcock, Renee 
(Justin) Sims, Dalton 
(Robyn) Melton, Ashley 
(Michael) Zimmerman, 
and Lindsay Melton; 18 
great-grandchildren; 
and 4 great-great-grand-
children.

In addition to her par-
ents, Betty was preceded 
in death by her brothers, 
Glen Johnson and Jack 

Johnson; her grandson, 
Patrick Adcock; and her 
great-grandchild, Evan-
gelene Dunn.

Funeral services will 
be held at 2:00 p.m. on 
Tuesday, July 28, 2026, 
at Fellowship for Christ 
Church, 142 Richdale 
Lane, Shelbyville, Ten-
nessee, with Brother 
Ray Armstrong officiat-
ing. Burial will follow at 
Pressgrove Cemetery.

The family will re-
ceive friends from 5:00 
until 8:00 p.m. on Mon-
day, July 27, 2026, at 
Doak Funeral Home and 
Cremation.

In lieu of flowers, me-
morial donations may 
be made to Fellowship 
for Christ Church or 
St. Jude Children's Re-
search Hospital.

Doak Funeral Home 
and Cremation is serv-
ing the family. www.do-
akfh.com

Obituaries

Wade Hargrove
Wade Hargrove, age 50, of Unionville, died Friday, 

July 24, 2026.  He was born in Shelbyville to 
the late Larry Thomas Hargrove, Sr., and Joan 
Elizabeth Leverette Hargrove, who survives. 

Lawrence Funeral Home and Cremation Services 
in Chapel Hill is in charge of arrangements.  

Charles Plunkett
Charles “Charlie” Plunkett, age 68, of Nunnelly, 

passed away on Saturday, July 25, 2026, in Nashville.  
Memorial donations may be made in memory 

of Charlie Plunkett to Lawrence Funeral 
Home, P.O. Box 8, Chapel Hill, TN 37034. 

Lawrence is in charge of arrangements.

Death Notices

AD VERITAS
Back to School

There’s something 
about this time of year 
that feels like a fresh start.

The calendar may still 
say summer, and the 
Tennessee heat certainly 
hasn’t gone anywhere, but 
you can feel the transition 
beginning. School buses 
are back on the roads. 
Parents are making one 
last trip for school sup-
plies. Teachers are putting 
the finishing touches on 
their classrooms. College 
students are packing up 
for another semester. And 
children, whether excited 
or reluctant, are preparing 
to begin another school 
year.

Our family homes-
chools, so our routine 
looks a little different than 
most. We don’t wait for the 
school bus each morning, 
and our classroom is often 
the kitchen table. But in 
many ways, our rhythm 
is the same. We begin in 
late summer, work hard 
through the school year, 
and look forward to fin-
ishing up in May just like 

everyone else.
No matter how your 

family chooses to educate 
your children—public 
school, private school, or 
homeschool—the begin-
ning of a new school year is 
a wonderful opportunity.

It’s an opportunity for 
a fresh start.

For students, I would 
encourage you to ap-
proach this year with 
curiosity. Ask questions. 
Read more than you have 
to. Don’t settle for simply 
memorizing enough to 
pass the next test. Learn 
because understanding 
the world is one of life’s 
greatest joys.

Your grades matter, 
but your character mat-
ters even more.

Learn to be depend-
able. Learn to be honest. 
Learn to work hard even 
when no one is watching. 
Those lessons will serve 
you long after you’ve 
forgotten the quadratic 
formula or the dates on 
your history test.

To the teachers reading 
this, thank you.

Whether you’re teach-
ing kindergarten, high 
school chemistry, Sunday 
school, or your own chil-
dren around the kitchen 
table, you are investing 
in the next generation. 
It’s a responsibility that 
often goes unnoticed, but 

Daniel 
Richardson
Publisher/
Owner

daniel@RichardsonMediaGroup.net

it matters more than you 
know. The influence of a 
good teacher can last a 
lifetime.

To the parents, remem-
ber that your role doesn’t 
end when your child walks 
through the school doors 
each morning.

In many ways, it’s just 
beginning.

The home has always 
been the center of a child’s 
education. Schools can 
teach reading, writing, 
math, science, and histo-
ry, but values are learned 
first at home. A child 
learns perseverance by 
watching Mom and Dad 
persevere. They learn 
honesty by seeing hon-
esty modeled. They learn 
kindness by experiencing 
it around the dinner table.

No school—no matter 
how excellent—can re-
place an engaged parent.

And to the grandpar-
ents, never underestimate 
your influence.

Some of my favor-
ite childhood memories 
involve sitting with my 
grandparents, listening 
to stories about days gone 
by. They taught lessons 
that never appeared in a 
textbook. Family history, 
wisdom gained through 
experience, and a steady 
presence are gifts that 
only grandparents can 
give.

One of the greatest 
things you can do for your 
grandchildren this school 

year is simply take an 
interest. Ask what they’re 
learning. Read a book with 
them. Attend a ballgame, 
a school play, or a piano 
recital. Those moments 
become memories they’ll 
carry long after gradu-
ation.

Education is about 
far more than preparing 
someone for a career.

It’s about preparing 
them for life.

The ability to think 
critically, communicate 
clearly, solve problems, 
and treat others with re-
spect will carry a person 
farther than any single 
class ever could.

As another school year 
begins, my prayer is that 
our children will grow 
not only in knowledge 
but also in wisdom. That 
they’ll become not only 
better students, but better 
people.

The first day of school 
is exciting because it re-
minds us that every year 
brings another chance to 
grow.

May this be a year filled 
with curiosity, persever-
ance, and plenty of op-
portunities to learn—not 
just from books, but from 
life itself.

To all the students, 
teachers, parents, and 
grandparents beginning 
a new school year:

Have a wonderful year.
And never stop learn-

ing.

(Feature Impact) Late 
summer still means sun-
shine, family vacations 
and social events every-
where you look – but the 
fun can slip away if you 
feel too tired and dis-
tracted to make the most 
of your experiences.

According to a sur-
vey conducted by Ato-
mik Research on behalf 
of Botanic Tonics, many 
adults ages 21 and old-
er struggle to feel fully 
present in summer ac-
tivities. Nearly half of 
respondents said hav-
ing enough energy and 
a clear mind would help 
them get more enjoy-
ment out of the summer 
moments that matter 
most.

With that in mind, 
here are five simple 
daily habits to support 
your energy and focus 
throughout the rest of 
the summer season.
Improve Your 
Sleep Quality

It might sound ob-
vious, but getting bet-
ter sleep should be a 
top priority for anyone 
trying to harness more 
physical and mental en-
ergy throughout the day. 
Keep your bedroom cool, 
dark and quiet; avoid 
consuming caffeine too 
close to bedtime; and 
wind down with a relax-
ing routine like reading 
or yoga.

Get Regular Exercise
Even though a work-

out consumes energy 
in the short term, it 
pays you back with div-
idends. Just 30 minutes 
of movement a day – in-
cluding favorite summer 
activities like swimming 
or playing games in 
the yard – can improve 
your mood. Physical 
movement also helps re-
duce stress, which was 
a reported obstacle for 
33% of survey respon-
dents who wished they 
could be more present 
with friends and fam-
ily during the summer 
months.
Stay Hydrated

When the weather is 
hot, it becomes more 
important to stay on top 
of your hydration. Even 
mild dehydration can 
negatively impact your 
energy and focus. When 
you’re out of the house, 
bring a reusable water 
bottle and set remind-
ers to drink regularly, 
especially during and 
after outdoor activities.
Limit Device Usage

When you’re feel-
ing sluggish, it can be 
tempting to collapse 
on the couch or in bed 
to scroll on your phone 
or watch TV. There’s 
nothing wrong with 
screen time in modera-
tion, but digital fatigue 
is real and it can drain 

5 ways to naturally support late summer energy and focus
your energy and disrupt 
your sleep. Plus, 49% 
of surveyed adults said 
so c ia l-me d ia- d r iven 
FOMO (“fear of miss-
ing out”) made it harder 
for them to enjoy their 
summer experiences in 
the moment.
Try Botanical 
Energy Offerings

When energy levels 
start to dip, it’s easy to 
reach for a cup of cof-
fee, a sugary energy 
drink or soda. Products 
made with thoughtful-
ly sourced botanical 
ingredients offer a dif-
ferent approach. For ex-
ample, Botanic Tonics’ 

“feel free” kava-centric 
supplements are de-
signed to deliver chilled 
energy: a unique combi-
nation of energy, focus 
and elevated mood.

For smooth, sus-
tained energy without 
caffeine jitters or sugar 
crashes, try KavaMaté, 
crafted with noble kava 
root and yerba maté. 
For those looking to el-
evate their mood and 
enhance focus, feel free 
Classic is thoughtfully 
crafted with noble kava 
root and natural whole 
leaf kratom – never 
synthetic ingredients, 
alcohol or concentrates.

Liberty Family and 
Community Education 
Clubs (FCE) held its annual 
picnic July 13 at the home 
of member Dorris Turren-
tine. 

Ann Spencer reports 
that members brought side 
dishes and the club provid-
ed the meat dish.

Judy Smith shared 
news from County Council 
meeting. 

Dues will be $10 per 
person and are due by 
Sept. 1. 

There were 10 campers 
at the Leadership Retreat 
in Pulaski.

Next year’s Share Fair 
theme is “decades.” Lib-

erty FCE’s table will show-
case the 2000 decade.

Coming up: 
• Leader training July 

30 at 10 a.m. 
• Taste and Tell Oct. 2.
To maintain Master 

Club status, two members 
must enter something in 
the Fair.

Dorris Turrentine con-
ducted the club demon-
stration-a cookie mix-in. 
She also shared pictures 
of a sunset and barn on her 
farm.

Judy Smith read the ad-
journment.

The next meeting is 
Aug. 17, at Pleasant Grove 
Methodist Church.

Liberty FCE enjoys 
summer picnic
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MTSU Athletics introduces new 
Premium Football GameDay 
Experiences for 2026 season

MURFREESBORO, 
Tenn. –  Middle Ten-
nessee State University 
Athletics is raising the 
bar for Blue Raider foot-
ball home games  with 
the introduction of new 
Premium GameDay Ex-
periences for the 2026 
season, giving fans more 
ways than ever to enjoy 
the excitement of Floyd 
Stadium!

Whether entertaining 
clients, celebrating with 
family and friends, or 
creating unforgettable 
memories, Blue Raid-
er fans now have access 
to a variety of premium 
experiences designed to 
bring them closer to the 
action and create a tru-
ly memorable game-day 
experience.

The new Premium 
GameDay Experiences 
include:

Raider Walk – Join 
the Blue Raiders as they 
make their way into 
Floyd Stadium before 
kickoff and experience 
the excitement from in-
side the team entrance. 
Limited to just 10 fans 
per game.

Team Run Out – Feel 
the adrenaline as you 
run onto the field along-
side the Blue Raiders 
during the team’s pre-
game entrance. Limited 
to 10 participants each 
game.

Kickoff Tee Kid – 
Young Blue Raider fans 
can live out a dream by 
taking the field and re-
trieving the kickoff tee 
during the game. Avail-
able for one child (age 12 
and under) per game.

Control Room/TV 
Truck Experience – Go 
behind the scenes for 
one quarter and discov-
er how live game broad-
casts and in-stadium 
entertainment come to-

gether. Available for one 
fan per game.

Photo on the Field – 
Capture unforgettable 
memories with photos 
on Horace Jones Field 
before or after the game.

Videoboard Messag-
es – Celebrate birth-
days, anniversaries, first 
games, or other mile-
stones with a personal-
ized message displayed 
on the stadium video-
board.

Gender Reveal Experi-
ence – Share one of life’s 
biggest announcements 
with thousands of Blue 
Raider fans as Lightning 
helps reveal your excit-
ing news.

Proposal Experience 
– Create a once-in-a-

lifetime engagement at 
Floyd Stadium with a 
customized proposal 
before the game, during 
the game, or on a non-
game day.

Birthday Party Expe-
rience – Young fans can 
celebrate with exclu-
sive early access to the 
Family Fun Zone, and a 
special appearance from 
Lightning.

Community Spotlight 
– Local organizations 
can showcase their tal-
ents with a pregame per-
formance in front of the 
Blue Raider fans.

Group Outings – 
Schools, businesses, 
youth organizations, 
churches, and commu-
nity groups can enjoy 

discounted tickets and 
customized game-day 
experiences.

The Premium 
GameDay Experiences 
complement an exciting 
2026 home schedule fea-
turing six games at Floyd 
Stadium, along with en-
hanced game-day enter-
tainment, themed pro-
motions and fan-focused 
activities throughout the 
season.

Premium experiences 
are ideal for:

Corporate hospitality 
and client entertainment

Employee apprecia-
tion events

Alumni reunions
Birthday celebrations
Family gatherings

Groups looking for an 
upgraded football expe-
rience

For questions, contact 
the Blue Raider Ticket 
Office at 615-898-5261.

Fans interested in 
Birthday Party Experi-
ences, Community Spot-
lights, or Group Outings 
can also contact Kayla 
Stiles at 615-904-8082 
or kayla.stiles@mtsu.
edu.

In addition to these 
new experiences, fans 
can also enjoy MTSU’s 
established premium 
seating options, includ-
ing the Jeff Hendrix 
Stadium Club, the SRM 
Concrete Club, Open-Air 
Boxes, and Sky Suites, 
all offering premium 

amenities and outstand-
ing views of Blue Raider 
football.

Many of the Premium 
GameDay Experiences 
have limited availability, 
so fans are encouraged 
to reserve their pre-
ferred experience early 
before the 2026 season 
kicks off.

For more informa-
tion about Premium 
GameDay Experiences, 
season tickets, or pre-
mium seating opportu-
nities, visit GoBlueRaid-
ers.com or contact the 
Blue Raider Ticket Office 
at (615) 898-5261.

MURFREESBORO, 
Tenn. – MTSU wom-
en’s soccer will host a 
full slate of promotional 
events throughout the 
2026 season tailored 
to elevate the gameday 
experience at Dean A. 
Hayes Soccer Stadium 
through fan engagement 
and community cele-
bration. 2026 marks a 
significant year in the 
program’s history as it 
celebrates 30 years of 
Blue Raider soccer with 
gameday themes and 
promotions centered 
around the milestone.

The regular-season 
matchday festivities kick 
off on Aug. 13 at 7 p.m. 
vs. Troy as the program 
celebrates “30 Years of 
Blue Raider Soccer”.

Preseason
Saturday, Aug. 1 vs. 

Blue & White Match | 
3:00 p.m.

Little Blue Raiders are 
invited onto the pitch for 
pre-match ceremonies! 

Please arrive early and 
check in at the market-
ing table to participate.

Thursday, Aug. 6 vs. 
Southern Miss | 7:00 
p.m. - Exhibition

Regular Season 
Thursday, Aug. 13 vs. 

Troy | 7:00 p.m. - Home 
Opener & Celebrating 
30 Years of Blue Raider 
Soccer

Giveaway: Official 
Matchday Poster & 30th 
Anniversary Soccer Key-
chain.

Thursday, Aug. 27 vs. 
Miami (OH) | 7:00 p.m. 
- Mental Health Aware-
ness Match

Giveaway: Blue Raider 
Soccer Stress Ball

Sunday, Aug. 30 vs. 
Lipscomb | 6:00 p.m. - 
She Owns the Pitch

Giveaway: Blue Raider 
Soccer Scarf.

Pre-match: popsicles 
for the first 100 kids 
(ages 12 and under).

Halftime: Women in 
Sports Trivia.

Thursday, Sept. 3 vs. 
Purdue | 7:00 p.m. - Blue 
Out 

Giveaway: Blue Raider 

Soccer T-Shirt.
Thursday, Sept. 10 vs. 

Evansville | 7:00 p.m. - 
International Night

Pre-match: parade 
of international flags 
during starting lineups.

Fan Contest: Wear 
your favorite interna-
tional soccer kit to com-
pete in our halftime Best 
Dressed Fan Contest!

Special recognition 
honoring MTSU Soc-
cer’s international stu-
dent-athletes.

Thursday, Oct. 1 vs. 
Liberty | 7:00 p.m. - 
CUSA Home Opener & 
Most Valuable Professor 
(MVP) Night

Highlights: Honor-
ing professors who have 
made a lasting posi-
tive impact on our stu-
dent-athletes, featuring 
a special halftime MVP 
ceremony.

Giveaway: Official 
Matchday Poster.

Sunday, Oct. 4 vs. Sam 
Houston | 1:00 p.m. - 
True Blue Family Day: 
Summer Camp Reunion 
& Kids Club Day

Giveaway: Cheer 
Sticks.

Community Drive: 
Bring a donation for the 
MTSU Student Food 
Pantry to be entered to 
win an exclusive MTSU 
Soccer Prize Pack!

Summer campers and 
Kids Club members are 
invited onto the pitch for 
pre-match ceremonies. 
Arrive early and check in 
at the marketing table!

All fans are invited 
onto the pitch post-
match for family photos.

Thursday, Oct. 22 vs. 
New Mexico State | 7:00 
p.m. - Theme: Kicking 
Cancer

Giveaway: Pink Soccer 
Socks.

Stop by the marketing 
table to fill out an “I Play 
For” sign to honor sur-
vivors, remember loved 
ones, and support those 
impacted by breast can-
cer. Keep an eye out for 
player-created signs dis-
played around the stadi-
um!

Sunday, Nov. 1 vs. 
WKU | 5:00 p.m. - Se-
nior Night & Alumni Re-
union Weekend

Giveaway: Official 
Matchday Poster (All 

Fans) & Soccer Draw-
string Bag (Kids 12 & 
Under).

Halftime: Special 30th 
Anniversary Alumni 
Recognition.

Post-Match: Senior 
Day Ceremony honoring 
our senior student-ath-
letes.

Stop by the marketing 
table to leave a note for 
the senior student-ath-
letes.

* Kickoff for Aug. 6 vs. 
Southern Miss has been 
changed from 1 p.m. to 7 
p.m.

Season-Long Fan Pro-
motions

Keep the energy go-
ing all season long! Fans 
can participate in these 
matchday activities at 
every home game:

Social Media Chal-
lenge: Post an Instagram 
Story during any home 
match and tag the official 
marketing and soccer 
accounts to claim a prize 
at the marketing table.

Fan-Pick Hype Track: 
Vote in our pre-match 
Instagram Story poll to 

select the team’s sec-
ond-half entrance song! 
The winning track will 
pump up the squad when 
they return to the pitch.

Lucky Number: Check 
your matchday roster 
card for a unique num-
ber. One lucky winning 
number will be an-
nounced at halftime for 
a special prize.

First Goal Guess: 
Head to the marketing 
table before kickoff to 
guess which Blue Raider 
will score first in the first 
half! One correct predic-
tion will win a prize!

Halftime Fan Mini-
Games: On-field inter-
active contests featur-
ing soccer croquet, the 
crossbar challenge, drib-
ble races, mini scrim-
mages, and more

Post-match Auto-
graphs: Stick around 
after the final whistle as 
the Blue Raider Wom-
en’s Soccer team will be 
signing autographs after 
each home match this 
season.

MTSU Women’s Soccer Reveals 
2026 Promotional Schedule

MT ATHLETICS

MT ATHLETICS

Photo courtesy of MT Athletics.
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CH AT TA NOOGA, 
Tenn. – Earlier this 
month, the Ace Bandits 
– a U-18 Junior Team 
Tennis squad composed 
of high school tennis 
players from the Middle 
Tennessee area, includ-
ing one from Shelbyville 
Central – secured its 
highest finish ever in the 
2026 JTT State Champi-
onships in Chattanooga. 

 “Last year we 
lost by one game to get 
into the semifinals,” 
said Shelbyville Central 
Tennis Head Coach Alli-
son Smith who has been 
involved in JTT since 
2012, “This year we won 
by one to get into the fi-
nals which was pretty 
cool.”

 The competition 
format is a little differ-
ent than you standard 
high school team match-
up. Typically teams car-
ry three girls and three 
boys, although they are 
allowed four apiece. The 
matches between teams 
consist of one Girl’s sin-
gle, one Boy’s single, 
one Girl’s doubles, one 
Boy’s doubles, and three 
mixed doubles. The 
mixed doubles play out 
as a 10-point tiebreaker. 

 However, the 
difference between a 
high school match and 
JTT is the way JTT de-
termines winners. The 
winner is chosen based 
on which team wins the 
most games, not match-
es. Even though you 
might lose the match, 
you can still win overall 
as a team. The compe-
tition takes the highest 
percentage of games won 
in each team matchup to 
determine a winner. The 
format just heightens the 
importance of each indi-
vidual game.

 In Chattanooga, 
the Bandits played five 
different squads over the 
course of the three days. 

“It’s a lot of tennis, 
but it’s a lot of fun,” 
said Smith, “You get to 
see teams from all over 
the state. I’ve been do-
ing this JTT thing since 
2012 and it’s really been 
a lot of fun. I’d love to get 
it back in Shelbyville.”

The seven players on 
Smith’s team came from 
six different schools: 
Jackson Huckaby, Lilly 
Smith, Gavin Wrather, 

Eva Ondurus, Andre 
Brunelle, Sarah Skelt-
on, and Charlie Hurst. 
The six schools are Shel-
byville Central, Friend-
ship Christian, Siegel, 
Central Magnet, PCA, 
and Oakland. 

Allison Smith, who 
led the Golden Eagles 
to a Region 3-AA Run-
ners-Up finish earlier 
this spring after a 16-0 
start to the season, is 
the Head Coach of the 
Bandits as well. After a 
strong showing in Chat-
tanooga that saw the 

Bandits finish second in 
the state among 25 en-
tries, the Bandits were 
invited as one of three 
wild card teams to a 12-
team, nine-state Section 
Invitational in Mobile, 
Alabama on Labor Day 
weekend. The prize for 
the winners of the event 
in Mobile? An invita-
tion to Orlando, Florida 
to compete in the USTA 
Junior Team Tennis Na-
tional Championships.

 “I’ve never made it this 
far in JTT,” Smith said, 
“In our area, of course 

you have the Murfrees-
boro schools with access 
to the indoor courts, we 
just need the kids here 
to get on the court, get 
involved with a sum-
mer league like this. I 
have kids from Shel-
byville playing in our fall 
league, and I’m hoping 
they catch the bug and 
join our summer league. 
You see all kinds of lev-
els of tennis because it’s 
strictly an age bracket, 
not a skill bracket.”

In Chattanooga, the 
Bandits defeated the 

CHFC Bulldogs, CHS 
Lions, CBRC Bears, and 
Last Mint Lineups be-
fore falling to the Cove-
nant Health Sharks. 

 “Getting to this 
point is really exciting to 
see these kids go to this 
level,” Smith said, “We’re 
hoping we get matched 
up with the team that 
beat us at state so we get 
another shot at them.”

All seven members of the Ace Bandits JTT squad following their second-place finish at the State Championships in Chattanooga. From left to right: 
Jackson Huckaby, Lilly Smith, Gavin Wrather, Eva Ondurus, Andre Brunelle, Sarah Skelton, and Charlie Hurst. 

Submitted Photo.

Local Junior Team Tennis 
Squad Finish Second at 
State, Invited to Sectionals

MURFREESBORO, 
Tenn. – Middle Tennes-
see football single-game 
tickets for the 2026 sea-
son are on sale now for 
all six home games.

With affordable pric-
ing, convenient parking 
located just steps from 
Floyd Stadium, and a 
full lineup of themed 
promotions throughout 
the season, there’s nev-
er been a better time to 
experience Blue Raider 
football.

The Blue Raiders will 
play six home games this 
fall inside Floyd Stadium 
during Head Coach Der-
ek Mason’s third season 
leading the program, 
beginning with the sea-
son-opening WHITE-
OUT Game and Faith 
& Family Night against 
Murray State on Sept. 5.

Two weeks later, on 
Sept. 19, Middle Ten-

nessee hosts Nevada for 
the 44th Annual Salute 
to Veterans and Armed 
Forces Game. The game 
will also serve as Scout 
Night and Family Week-
end.

Conference USA new-
comer Delaware makes 
its first-ever visit to 
Murfreesboro on Tues-
day, Oct. 13, as fans can 
enjoy $2 Tuesday, fea-
turing concession stand 
specials throughout the 
game. Kennesaw State 
visits Floyd Stadium on 
Wednesday, Oct. 28, for 
Halloween in Floyd and 
Winning Wednesday.

The home schedule 
concludes in November 
with two exciting match-
ups. Heated rival West-
ern Kentucky visits Mur-
freesboro on Nov. 7 for 
Homecoming and Youth 
Sports Day, before the 
Blue Raiders wrap up the 
regular season on Nov. 
28 against New Mexico 
State for Senior Day and 

Education Day.
Single-game tickets 

start at just $22 for End 
Zone Reserved seating 
and $28 for Sideline Re-
served seating. A limit-
ed number of Chairback 
Reserved seats are also 
available.

Group Tickets Also on 
Sale

Planning to attend a 
game with friends, fam-
ily, coworkers, church 
members, or another 
organization? Discount-
ed Blue Raider group 
tickets are a great way 
to experience game day 
together.

Reserved group tick-
ets for groups of 20 or 
more start at just $12 
per person. Groups can 
choose seating in the 
Family Fun Zone, which 
includes free access to 
bounce houses, balloon 
artists, and interactive 
games, or in the Blue 
Raider Beer Garden End 
Zone.

Additional group ben-
efits include discounted 
food vouchers, exclusive 
on-field fan experienc-
es—such as welcoming 
the team onto the field 
through the Blue Raider 

Hive-Five Tunnel—Party 
Tent packages, and tick-
ets near the on-field Blue 
Raider Beer Garden.

Every group pur-
chase also includes a 
scoreboard recognition 

during the game and one 
complimentary parking 
pass for the group leader.

To purchase group 
tickets, contact the 
MTSU Ticket Office at 
615-898-5261. 

MT ATHLETICS

Middle Tennessee Football Single-
Game Tickets On Sale Now

BY NOAH MADDOX
noah@t-g.com

Photo courtesy of MT Athletics.
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Election Date August 6th

The Shelbyville Mills 
project includes an ex-
panded sanctuary, an 
updated and more wel-
coming main entrance, 
enhanced accessibility, 
improvements to our 
children's ministry ar-
eas, and additional spac-
es that will allow us to 
better minister to people 
of all ages. Every aspect 
of the project has been 
carefully planned with 
one goal in mind: creat-
ing environments that 
support worship, disci-
pleship, fellowship, and 
outreach.

Shelbyville Mills 
Church Pastor is Jona-
than Sims. 

“While buildings 
alone do not change 
lives, church officials 
note, they provide op-
portunities for ministry. 
The church is viewing 
this project not simply 
as construction, but as 
an investment in future 
generations.” 

“We are trusting God 
to use these expanded 
facilities to provide more 
opportunities to share 
the Gospel, disciple be-
lievers, strengthen fam-
ilies, and welcome those 
who call Bedford County 

CHURCH NEWS
BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS AT FIRST PREZ 

First Presbyterian Church in Shelbyville will hold its annual 
Blessing of the Backpacks this Sunday, Aug. 2, during the 10:00 a.m. worship 
service. All students and teachers are invited to bring their backpacks/
bookbags/satchels and have them blessed. First Presbyterian is located at 
600 N. Brittain Street which is right behind the post office.
FUMC BACK TO SCHOOL WORSHIP THEME 

Shelbyville First United Methodist Church invites the community to its 
Back-to-School worship service this week that will include a blessing for 
students, parents, teachers, and school staff. Pastor Abe Zimmerman will 
preach "Mysterious God: Part 2" from 1 Kings 19:11-18. The church will 
look at some of the different ways that God is mysterious but still knowable. 
Sunday School for all ages begins at 9 a.m., followed by the worship service 
at 10 a.m. Nursery and Children's Church are available during worship. For 
those unable to attend in person, FUMC-S offers a livestream on Facebook 
and YouTube and a broadcast on WLIJ 98.7 FM and AM 1580. 

SHELBYVILLE MILLS BAPTIST CHURCH
SHELBYVILLE, TN

SHELBYVILLE MILLS BAPTIST CHURCH
SHELBYVILLE, TN

Shelbyville Mills Baptist Church expansion project

home,” church officials 
shared.

Shelbyville Mills 
Baptist is thankful for 
the faithfulness of its 
church family and for 
the support and encour-
agement received from 
the community. Church 
members recognize that 
Shelbyville Mills Bap-
tist Church is one small 
part of what makes Bed-
ford County a wonderful 
place to live, and they re-
main committed to serv-
ing our neighbors with 
the love of Christ.

As construction pro-
gresses, the community 
is invited to pray with 
the church- that God 

would continue to guide 
this project and use it to 
bring glory to Himself. 
More than anything, 
church officials note the 
desire is that this expan-
sion will help the congre-
gation faithfully serve 
the community and 
point people to the hope 
found in Jesus Christ for 
generations to come.

For more informa-
tion about the project 
or to learn more about 
Shelbyville Mills Baptist 
Church, please attend 
worship services or con-
tact the church office.

Lee Adcock is over-
seeing the construction 
project for the church.

Call it “old school,” but breakfast is 
vital for kids heading back to class. Try 
these quick and nutritious breakfast 
items in August from Feature Impact.

Busy families are looking for snacks 
that do more than simply satisfy hun-
ger; they want foods that deliver great 
taste along with meaningful nutrition. 
That’s one reason kiwifruit has become 
one of the fastest-growing fruits in the 
produce department with more shop-
pers discovering its sweet taste and 
impressive nutritional benefits.

With its vibrant golden flesh, 
smooth skin and juicy tropical-sweet 
flavor, kiwifruit makes it easy to enjoy 
a snack that’s as delicious as it is nour-
ishing. Whether packed into lunch-
boxes, sliced over breakfast or enjoyed 
straight from the fruit bowl, it’s a sim-
ple way to add more nutrition to every-
day routines.
Why Every Bite Matters 

Kiwifruit is one of the most nutri-
ent-dense fruits available, making it an 
ideal choice for busy families looking 
to maximize nutrition with minimal 
effort. When time is tight, choosing 
foods that deliver whole food nutrition 
becomes essential.

Naturally packed with vitamins and 
minerals, one fruit provides 100% of 
your daily vitamin C needs. Kiwi also 
provide potassium to support normal 
muscle and nerve function, vitamin 
E to help protect cells from everyday 
damage and folate to support healthy 
cell growth and development.

Sweet Flavor, 
Endless Possibilities

The versatility of sweet kiwifruit 
allows it to pair beautifully with ev-
erything from smoothies and yogurt 
bowls to salads, desserts and savory 
dishes.

For a fresh twist on breakfast, 
brunch or an afternoon snack, try this 
Kiwi and Whipped Feta Toast. Creamy 
whipped feta, ripe avocado and slices 
of sweet kiwi come together for a de-
licious balance of vitamins, minerals 
and vibrant flavor that’s as nourishing 
as it is satisfying.

Kiwi and Whipped 
Feta Toast
• 3/4 cup crumbled feta cheese
• 1/4 cup plain Greek yogurt
• 8 small rustic bread slices, 3/4-inch 

thick, toasted
• 2 kiwifruit, peeled and thinly sliced
• 1 firm, ripe, avocado, peeled, pitted 

and sliced
• extra-virgin olive oil
• fresh basil

1. In small food processor, process 
crumbled feta cheese and Greek yo-
gurt until smooth.

2. Spread equal amounts onto bread 
slices and top with alternating slices 
of kiwi and avocado.

3. Drizzle lightly with olive oil and 
sprinkle with basil before serving.
Variation: Omit avocado and use 

three kiwis. 

Jumpstart your first day of 
school with a frig fresh breakfast
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OFFICIAL BALLOT
STATE OF TENNESSEE

BEDFORD COUNTY
AUGUST 6, 2026

STATE REPUBLICAN PRIMARY

 GOVERNOR
 Vote For One (1)

 0 selected, incomplete

MARSHA BLACKBURN

MONTY FRITTS

JOHN ROSE

WRITE-IN

 UNITED STATES SENATE
 Vote For One (1)

 0 selected, incomplete

BILL HAGERTY

WRITE-IN

 UNITED STATES HOUSE OF
 REPRESENTATIVES

 DISTRICT 9
 Vote For One (1)

 0 selected, incomplete

CHARLOTTE BERGMANN

BRENT TAYLOR

JEREMY THOMPSON

TODD WARNER

WRITE-IN

 Page: 2

 TENNESSEE HOUSE OF
 REPRESENTATIVES

 DISTRICT 62
 Vote For One (1)

 0 selected, incomplete

PAT MARSH

WRITE-IN

 STATE EXECUTIVE
 COMMITTEEMAN

 DISTRICT 14
 Vote For One (1)

 0 selected, incomplete

AUSTIN MAXWELL

WRITE-IN

 STATE EXECUTIVE
 COMMITTEEWOMAN

 DISTRICT 14
 Vote For One (1)

 0 selected, incomplete

LYNNE (GENTRY) DAVIS

JOANNE THOMPSON SKIDMORE

WRITE-IN
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OFFICIAL BALLOT
STATE OF TENNESSEE

BEDFORD COUNTY
AUGUST 6, 2026

STATE DEMOCRATIC PRIMARY

 GOVERNOR
 Vote For One (1)

 0 selected, incomplete

CARNITA ATWATER

TIM CYR

JERRI GREEN

ADAM "DITCH" KURTZ

KEVIN LEE MCCANTS

WRITE-IN

 UNITED STATES SENATE
 Vote For One (1)

 0 selected, incomplete

MARQUITA BRADSHAW

MARIA BREWER

KEVIN LEE MCCANTS

CIVIL MILLER-WATKINS

DIANA ONYEJIAKA

WRITE-IN

 Page: 4

 UNITED STATES HOUSE OF
 REPRESENTATIVES

 DISTRICT 9
 Vote For One (1)

 0 selected, incomplete

M. LATROY A-WILLIAMS

LONDON LAMAR

JUSTIN J. PEARSON

JIM TORINO

WRITE-IN

 TENNESSEE HOUSE OF
 REPRESENTATIVES

 DISTRICT 62
 Vote For One (1)

 0 selected, incomplete

BRIEANNA L AKERS

WRITE-IN

 STATE EXECUTIVE
 COMMITTEEMAN

 DISTRICT 14
 Vote For One (1)

 0 selected, incomplete

MATT FERRY

WRITE-IN

 STATE EXECUTIVE
 COMMITTEEWOMAN

 DISTRICT 14
 Vote For One (1)

 0 selected, incomplete

CYNTHIA A. CREGIER

WRITE-IN
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OFFICIAL BALLOT
STATE AND COUNTY
GENERAL ELECTION

BEDFORD COUNTY, TENNESSEE
AUGUST 6, 2026

 COUNTY MAYOR
 Vote For One (1)

 0 selected, incomplete

CHAD FLETCHER
Republican Party Nominee

CURT COBB
Independent Candidate

JORDAN MALONE
Independent Candidate

MISTY PELLAR
Independent Candidate

TROY K. THOMPSON
Independent Candidate

ADAM VANDERKIN
Independent Candidate

WRITE-IN

 COUNTY COMMISSIONER
 DISTRICT 1

 Vote For Two (2)
 0 selected, incomplete

JARED FEATHERSTONE
Republican Party Nominee

ERIC MADDOX
Republican Party Nominee

ANDREW MCREYNOLDS
Independent Candidate

WRITE-IN

WRITE-IN

 COUNTY COMMISSIONER
 DISTRICT 2

 Vote For Two (2)
 0 selected, incomplete

BEN CHAPMAN
Independent Candidate

BOB DAVIS
Independent Candidate

MICHAEL GREGORY
Independent Candidate

ROY TURNER
Independent Candidate

WRITE-IN

WRITE-IN
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 COUNTY COMMISSIONER
 DISTRICT 3

 Vote For Two (2)
 0 selected, incomplete

PATRICK CORENO
Democratic Party Nominee

JEROMY L HENDERSON
Independent Candidate

ALEX MITCHELL
Independent Candidate

JOEL PIÑA
Independent Candidate

JASON P. SANDERS
Independent Candidate

WRITE-IN

WRITE-IN

 COUNTY COMMISSIONER
 DISTRICT 4

 Vote For Two (2)
 0 selected, incomplete

ANITA MURRAY EPPERSON
Independent Candidate

MATTHEW GRAGG
Independent Candidate

DIANE NEELEY
Independent Candidate

WRITE-IN

WRITE-IN

 COUNTY COMMISSIONER
 DISTRICT 5

 Vote For Two (2)
 0 selected, incomplete

BRENT E SMITH
Republican Party Nominee

BRIAN K. BRUCE
Independent Candidate

BO GILL
Independent Candidate

LINDA BOMAR YOCKEY
Independent Candidate

WRITE-IN

WRITE-IN
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 COUNTY COMMISSIONER
 DISTRICT 6

 Vote For Two (2)
 0 selected, incomplete

BILL ANDERSON
Independent Candidate

DAVID DEASON
Independent Candidate

JENNIFER TEMPLETON
Independent Candidate

ADAM THOMAS
Independent Candidate

WRITE-IN

WRITE-IN

 COUNTY COMMISSIONER
 DISTRICT 7

 Vote For Two (2)
 0 selected, incomplete

BRIAN BRENTON
Independent Candidate

KEITH DAVIS
Independent Candidate

SYLVIA PINSON
Independent Candidate

WRITE-IN

WRITE-IN

 COUNTY COMMISSIONER
 DISTRICT 8

 Vote For Two (2)
 0 selected, incomplete

JOHN BOUTWELL
Republican Party Nominee

JASON K. BOYETTE
Republican Party Nominee

WRITE-IN

WRITE-IN

 COUNTY COMMISSIONER
 DISTRICT 9

 Vote For Two (2)
 0 selected, incomplete

P.T. BIFF FARRAR
Independent Candidate

MARK THOMAS
Independent Candidate

WRITE-IN

WRITE-IN
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 ASSESSOR OF PROPERTY
 Unexpired Term
 Vote For One (1)

 0 selected, incomplete

EMILY REDD HODGES
Republican Party Nominee

CHARLES DABELGOTT
Independent Candidate

WRITE-IN

 COUNTY TRUSTEE
 Vote For One (1)

 0 selected, incomplete

TONYA DAVIS
Republican Party Nominee

SAMANTHA MALLARD
Independent Candidate

WRITE-IN

 SHERIFF
 Vote For One (1)

 0 selected, incomplete

NIKIA ELLIOTT
Republican Party Nominee

JOHN DALE SWEENEY
Independent Candidate

WRITE-IN

 CIRCUIT COURT CLERK
 Vote For One (1)

 0 selected, incomplete

MICHELLE MURRAY
Republican Party Nominee

WRITE-IN

 COUNTY CLERK
 Vote For One (1)

 0 selected, incomplete

DONNA THOMAS
Independent Candidate

WENDY WILLIAMS
Independent Candidate

WRITE-IN

 REGISTER OF DEEDS
 Vote For One (1)

 0 selected, incomplete

JOHNNY REED
Democratic Party Nominee

WRITE-IN
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 SCHOOL BOARD
 DISTRICT 2

 Vote For One (1)
 0 selected, incomplete

BRIAN CREWS
Independent Candidate

WRITE-IN

 SCHOOL BOARD
 DISTRICT 3

 Vote For One (1)
 0 selected, incomplete

DAN REED
Independent Candidate

WRITE-IN

 SCHOOL BOARD
 DISTRICT 4

 Vote For One (1)
 0 selected, incomplete

LANA R. CRAIG
Independent Candidate

WRITE-IN

 SCHOOL BOARD
 DISTRICT 7

 Vote For One (1)
 0 selected, incomplete

BARTON WILLIAMS
Independent Candidate

WRITE-IN
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TOWN OF BELL BUCKLE

 MAYOR
 BELL BUCKLE
 Vote For One (1)

 0 selected, incomplete

RONNIE W. LOKEY
Independent Candidate

WRITE-IN

 ALDERMAN
 BELL BUCKLE
 Vote For Two (2)

 0 selected, incomplete

BRIEANNA L. AKERS
Independent Candidate

JASON HATCHETT
Independent Candidate

ANNIE ROONEY
Independent Candidate

DAVID B. VANNATTA
Independent Candidate

WRITE-IN

WRITE-IN

PRECINCT LOCATIONS 
ON ELECTION DAY
AUGUST 6, 2026

Election Day hours for voting 
are 9:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.

101 Wartrace Baptist Church 
105 Vine St N, Wartrace, TN

102 Bell Buckle Webb School - Gym
319 Webb Rd E, Bell Buckle, TN

203 Agriculture Center 
2119 Midland Rd, Shelbyville, TN

303 Community Elem. School -Gym
3480 Hwy 41 A N, Unionville, TN

403 Bedford -WBTS Comm. Club
2020 Hwy 64 W, Shelbyville, TN

502 Flat Creek Comm. Cntr 
115 New Herman Rd, Shelbyville, TN

505 Normandy First Bapt. Ch. 
100 Center St, Normandy, TN

601 East Side School 
421 Elliott St, Shelbyville, TN

701 Deery Eakin School- Gym 
1100 Glen Oaks Rd, Shelbyville, TN

801 Thomas Magnet School - Gym
515 Tate Ave Shelbyville, TN

902 South Side School - Gym 
903 S Cannon Blvd Shelbyville, TN

The Absentee Counting Board and the 
Provisional Counting Board will be lo-
cated in the Election Commission Of-
fice, 100 Public Square West, Base-
ment, Shelbyville, TN 37160.

DANIEL ROBBINS, CHAIRMAN
CONNIE CRAFTON, SECRETARY

WAYNE TUCKER, MEMBER
MALEAH CLAXTON, MEMBER

BOB YORK, MEMBER
SUMMER LEVERETTE, ADMINISTRATOR

NOTICE 
OF 

ELECTION
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JUDICIAL RETENTION
QUESTIONS

 Supreme Court
 At Large

 Vote For One (1)
 0 selected, incomplete

Shall Kyle A. Hixson be retained in
office as a Judge of the Supreme
Court, At Large, or be replaced?

RETAIN

REPLACE

 Supreme Court
 At Large

 Vote For One (1)
 0 selected, incomplete

Shall Mary L. Wagner be retained in
office as a Judge of the Supreme
Court, At Large, or be replaced?

RETAIN

REPLACE

 Court of Appeals
 Eastern Division
 Vote For One (1)

 0 selected, incomplete

Shall William E. Phillips II be retained
in office as a Judge of the Court of
Appeals, Eastern Division, or be
replaced?

RETAIN

REPLACE

 Court of Appeals
 Western Division
 Vote For One (1)

 0 selected, incomplete

Shall Steve Maroney be retained in
office as a Judge of the Court of
Appeals, Western Division, or be
replaced?

RETAIN

REPLACE
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 Court of Appeals
 Western Division
 Vote For One (1)

 0 selected, incomplete

Shall Valerie L. Smith be retained in
office as a Judge of the Court of
Appeals, Western Division, or be
replaced?

RETAIN

REPLACE

 Court of Criminal Appeals
 Eastern Division
 Vote For One (1)

 0 selected, incomplete

Shall Stacy L. Street be retained in
office as a Judge of the Court of
Criminal Appeals, Eastern Division,
or be replaced?

RETAIN

REPLACE

 Court of Criminal Appeals
 Eastern Division
 Vote For One (1)

 0 selected, incomplete

Shall Steven W. Sword be retained
in office as a Judge of the Court of
Criminal Appeals, Eastern Division,
or be replaced?

RETAIN

REPLACE


