
BACK TO SCHOOL 
FUEL WINNER ANNOUNCED

T-G Photo by Renee Brown
City Councilman William Christie made the official drawing 

Tuesday for the Times-Gazette’s $500 gas card give-a-way, 
sponsored by local market owner Gary King. Grand prize win-
ner was Ann Watts of Shelbyville. The five additional winners 
($100 each) will be announced next week. We thank everyone 
who participated.

TIMES-GAZETTESHELBYVILLE

Bell Buckle • Normandy • Shelbyville • Unionville • Wartrace • Flat Creek

$1.00 www.t-g.comThursday, September 25, 2025

COMMUNITY 

NEWS

on the inside
SPORTS  .....................pageS 10-11a

OPINION ..............................page 3a

pUBLIC NOTICeS ...............page 7a

PROPERTY TRANSFERS  .......page 7A

OBITUARIES ........................page 8a

‘Battle of Bedford’
The Cascade Lady Cham-

pions complete ‘Battle of Bed-
ford’ regular season sweep 
against Viqueens.

See Page 10A

The Fly Art Center
The Fly will be holding many 

art classes from Sept. 27 until the 
end of October. A class for all skill 
levels will be available.

See Page 8A

BC student numbers drop but school board members not panicking
Other models of learning, homeschooling, seem to be contributing

Some able-bodied adults on 
SNAP may get the fiscal axe
New federal law updates 
SNAP work requirements 

County financials good
Positive numbers and lots of grants

Criminal Justice-still a chosen career path for many
The young to recovered are finding work in the field

By Dawn Hankins

Bedford County School 
System is down 240 students 
compared to this time last 
year, due in part apparently to 
several kids enrolling in other 
models of education like ho-
meschooling.

Terise Rhodes, school sys-
tem attendance supervisor, 
gave a report during Thurs-
day’s school board meeting 
about the number of students 
fleeing the public school sys-
tem to study in private or ho-
meschool education groups. 

The meeting was held in 
Liberty’s gym on the heels 
of the ribbon cutting for the 
school’s new educational ad-
dition. Several public officials, 
students and parents attended 

the event.
School Board Chair Mi-

chael Cook said from what 
he’s learned from some recent 
meetings, Bedford County 
isn’t in as crucial state as some 
counties when it comes to loss 
of students fleeing toward ho-
meschooling. 

Rhodes said some systems 
are experiencing a 20% drop 
in student population due to 
homeschools.

Cook said Bedford’s low 
percentage is a testament to 
the BC teachers, administra-
tors and staff and the great job 
they do every day.

Rhodes said the number of 
applications for homeschool or 
private school has increased 
by several hundred since last 
year. She continues to receive 

By Dawn Hankins

From grants to state sever-
ance tax dollars, the County 
is moving along with funding 
for several projects, County 
financial management reports 
indicated Tuesday.

As many people have re-
quested, the state mineral sev-
erance tax is now bringing a 
few extra dollars into County 
coffers.

In Tennessee, mineral sev-
erance tax is levied by coun-
ties on minerals severed from 
the ground. The tax rates are 
as follows:

For tax periods beginning 
prior to July 1, 2025: 15 cents 
per ton.

For tax periods beginning 
on or after July 1, 2025, and 
prior to July 1, 2030: 20 cents 
per ton.

For tax periods beginning 
on or after July 1, 2030, and 
prior to July 1, 2035: 25 cents 
per ton.

For tax periods beginning 
on or after July 1, 2035: 30 
cents per ton. 

One hundred percent of the 
revenue from this tax must be 
deposited into the county road 
fund and used for county road 
purposes. 

Bedford County, like Knox 
County, is opting for a higher 
mineral severance tax at 20 
cents per ton. Mark Clanton, 
road superintendent, made 

By Dawn Hankins
dawn@richardsonmediagroup.net

Facebook posts and other 
press releases talk about the 
jobs of the future being cyber-
netics and AI. Still, it’s pretty 
certain that some local folks 
still have lots of interest in the 
field of criminal justice.

Criminal Justice-II stu-
dents at Community High 
School recently competed in 
a local C.T.E. competition-one 
focused on conducting traffic 
stops. 

Students competed in mock 
traffic stops where they were 
required to correctly commu-
nicate radio traffic while si-
multaneously processing and 
administering correct proto-
col and procedures. 

The CJO students also 
learned how to maintain of-
ficer safety with the finished 
product resulting in a warn-
ing, citation and/or arrest.

While some might think 
a person arrested 39 times 
couldn’t even go into criminal 
justice-think again! Amy Mer-
lo, one of the first MRT grad-
uates at the local jail, recently 
talked a bit more about her 
new life and career.

Merlo, known as an MRT 
charter member these days, 
said this week that she’s cur-
rently in Jackson State Com-
munity College-a new venture 
she began in Sept of 2024. 
She’s studying criminal justice 
and says she “loves” every-
thing that she’s learning. 

She works at West Tennes-
see Healthcare as a recovery 
navigator and at Scarlet Rope 
part-time as a PRN. 

Terise Rhodes, attendance supervisor for Bedford County Schools, addressed the school board 
last Thursday about a student population decrease and homeschool and private school numbers.

PRETTY FALL SKY, LOTS OF RAIN
T-G Photo by Dawn Hankins

Fall officially began this week with a lot of rain in the area. 
But in between the storms, life is beautiful in the evening skies. 
Another 1–2+ inches of rain is possible through Thursday, ac-
cording to weather forecasts.

A NIGHT FOR 
PATRIOTS TO CELEBRATE!

BC Schools Communications Photo
Liberty School held its ribbon cutting last Thursday evening 

for its new addition. Several parents and students attended to 
mark the historic occasion. See more photos and a comment 
from the principal on page 2.

NASHVILLE – Tennessee 
Department of Human Ser-
vices (TDHS) announced Mon-
day updates to Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP) work requirements for 
Able-Bodied Adults Without 
Dependents (ABAWDs) fol-
lowing the passage of HR 1 in 
July 2025.

Upon implementation, 
the work requirements 
for the SNAP Able-Bodied 
Adults Without Dependents 
(ABAWDs) will require cus-
tomers to follow certain work 
rules to maintain SNAP eligi-

bility.  The updated ABAWD 
work rules will apply if adults:

•Are between 18 and under 
65 years old

• Do not have a disability
• Do not live with children 

under 14
ABAWD customers may 

only receive SNAP benefits 
for three months in a three-
year period unless they: Work, 
volunteer, or participate in a 
job training program at least 
20 hours a week (80 hours a 
month).

ABAWD customers may 

applications during the year; 
she will turn in all her docu-
mentation to the state Dec. 15.

Cook said the trend is not 
so much due to state vouchers 
but due to choices by parents 
for homeschool settings. He 

said perhaps there is a time 
when homeschooling is the 
best option.

School Board member Da-
vid Brown said while it doesn’t 
seem time to panic, the num-
bers do indicate a possible 

trend. He suggested the board 
continue to discuss this topic 
at future meetings.

Superintendent Tammy 
Garrett said state-wide, since 

“As a recovery navigator, I 
walk alongside others on their 
journey toward healing, of-
fering guidance, support, and 
lived experience. In doing so, 
I’ve learned the value of self-
lessness – sacrificing time, 
comfort, and sometimes even 
emotional energy – not be-
cause I have to, but because 
I’ve gained something greater: 
purpose, connection, and the 
chance to help someone else 
find their way.”

Merlo adds, “Here is some-
thing that I also carry that 
many people shy away from. I 
am a survivor of sex traffick-
ing. At first, I began exchang-
ing sex to support my addic-
tion. It felt like a choice at the 
time, a means of survival. But 
over time, that choice was tak-
en from me. Others saw my 
vulnerability and used it for Amy Merlo

Submitted Photo
Community High School Criminal Justice II students recently 
competed in a local C.T.E. competition-one focused on conduct-
ing traffic stops. Ethan Rowlett earned second place and Austin 
Brown earned first place. From left, CJ instructor Chris Hobbs, 
students Rowlett and Brown and Community Principal Robert 
Ralston.

their own gain, exploiting my 
addiction to control me.”

She explains that what 
started as a way to feed her 
habit became a trap – one 
where she was being used by 

that report Tuesday during the 
financial management com-
mittee meeting.

County Finance Director 
Robert Daniel said during 
this meeting that even though 
there isn’t a lot of revenue to 
show this time of year, sales 
tax was up $37,000 in August 
over the prior year.

EMS reports indicate grant 
dollars are coming up for that 
department.

Interest from the Opioid 
settlement is now coming in 
and will be placed in a sepa-
rate account. The national opi-
oid settlement is the result of 
some major pharmacies being 
sued for over prescribing opi-
oids. Bedford County was an-
nounced as a recipient of set-
tlement funding about 2 years 

See STUDENTS, 2A

See CAREER, 2A

See FINANCIALS, 2A See SNAP, 5A
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It’s been a historical week in Bedford County 
County Time Capsule now buried; history awaits future generations

Shelbyville opens its doors for 6 weeks 
of Christmas fun at TWHNC grounds

By Dawn Hankins
dawn@richardsonmediagroup.net

“I wish I could be alive 
for the 2076 opening to see 
their facial expressions and 
questionable comments,” said 
Commissioner Sylvia Pinson, 
following Friday’s Time Cap-
sule burial ceremony.

Seventy-eight submissions 
were buried on July 31, 2026.

The Time Capsule ceremo-
ny-planned in conjunction 
with America’s 250th- had 
been rescheduled from July 3, 
due to inclement weather. But 
Pinson said it turned out even 
better with the new date.

“The rescheduled July 31 
date gave the committee time 
to add attractions, includ-
ing the American Mule and 
Bluegrass Festival mule wag-
on driven by Marty Gordon,” 
said Pinson. “The wagon car-
ried the Tennessee flag and 
transported Bedford County’s 
five mayors to the event. The 
committee also organized the 
Bedford County Time Cap-
sule Booklet and printed 100 
copies to distribute on a first-
come, first-served basis to cit-
izens attending the event.”

The Commissioner said all 
items included in the Time 
Capsule were of historic sig-

nificance for Bedford Coun-
ty. Some that stood out were: 
Shelbyville 2075: Legacy in 
Motion 50-year plan as pre-
sented by the Bridge Bedford 
Committee and the Musgrave 
cedar pencil box with Ameri-
can 250th logo pencils. 

Some other items includ-
ed: a First Community Bank 
Elongate Penny est. 1988, 
“African American Living in 
Bedford County from 1820-
2020” which was a book au-
thored by Fredia Flack Lusk 
and a photo of Bell Buckle 
citizens with the 250th “Quilt 
Square.”

Pinson said the Time Cap-

In loving memory 
of Patricia Farrar
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By Dawn Hankins
dawn@richardsonmediagroup.net

Right now, the Cooper 
Steel Arena at the Celebra-
tion grounds may be getting 
prepared for Tennessee’s pre-
miere walking horse show but 
come November, Santa is tak-
ing over.

Brian Crews of Bridge Bed-
ford made a presentation to 
Shelbyville City Council Tues-
day night about the planned 
Walking in a Winter Wonder-
land event, set to take off at 
Cooper Steel Arena on Nov. 21 
and run through Jan 2, 2027.

The City, it was announced 
during the study session, is 
putting forth $25,000 to sup-
port this event, which is open 
to the public. 

Keeping with the Bridge 
Bedford theme, the Christ-

mas event’s mission is to unite 
generations while breaking 
ground on a traditional holi-
day event right here.

Walking in a Winter Won-
derland has been in the plan-
ning stages since January, 
Crews advised. He said the 
event might be the worst kept 
secret, as many people are now 
excitingly talking about it.

While sure to be seasonal 
fun, he said regional tourism 
is also a high point. Among ev-
erything planned, that 50 foot 
by 180-foot ice skating rink in 
Cooper Steel Arena will like-
ly be a big drawing card here 
come Christmas.

“The Cooper Steel Arena 
will be converted into an NHL 
grade ice rink. There will be 
Christmas light installations 
. . . as you exit the Cooper 
Steel Arena, you’ll be able to 

walk through the Celebration 
grounds and just experience 
the joys of Christmas.”

There will be decorat-
ed barns on the Celebration 
grounds. From pixel tunnels 
to Santa visits, Crews said 
there’s going to be something 
for everyone. The Champions 
Arena is also going to be set up 
spectacularly with a concert 
stage.

“If you’ll recall when Bridge 
Bedford adopted the Legacy 
in Motion plan . . . the Lega-
cy in Motion Plan found that 
the Celebration grounds is our 
number one tourist attraction 
in Bedford County. There are 
so many events that go on out 
there throughout the season 
but there’s going to be some-
thing extra special this holi-
day season.”

sule committee thanks the 
city governments, nonprofit 
organizations, businesses, 
education departments, and 
individuals who prepared 
time capsule submissions for 
Bedford County’s American 
250 celebration.

The Time Capsule Commit-
tee included: Shanna Boyette, 
HR director; Carol Roberts, 

archives director; Keith Da-
vis and Sylvia Pinson, District 
7 County Commissioners of 
Bedford County; Dana Ro-
driguez of the Bedford Coun-
ty Chamber of Commerce; 
and outgoing Bedford County 
Mayor Chad Graham.

See page 10 for more infor-
mation about the Time Cap-
sule booklet.

See CHRISTMAS, 2A

Bedford County Government Photo
Marty Gordon and team escort all 5 local mayors to the Time Capsule ceremony held last 

Friday at the courthouse. The capsule will rest for 50 years until reopened by future generations.

Bedford County Government 
Press Release

(August 3, 2026) – On Thurs-
day, July 30, Bedford County 
Animal Control, accompanied 
by Bedford County Sheriff’s 
Office, served a warrant and re-
moved 30 horses from a farm on 

Sims Road west of Shelbyville. 
Tennessee Department of Agri-
culture found probable cause to 
believe that the horses were not 
being treated properly. The own-
ers were charged with 35 counts 
of animal cruelty.

The horses have been taken to 

HORSES REMOVED FROM FARM an equine rescue facility, where 
they are receiving veterinary at-
tention.

This is an active investigation, 
and no further statement will be 
made at this time.

-----
T-G Editor's Note: A Sheriff's 

Office/Jail arrest/intake report 

this week showed that Joseph 
Robert Stembridge and Jennifer 
Stembridge, both of Sims Road, 
were charged with cruelty to ani-
mals. The two were arrested and 
placed under a $50,000 bond. 
The animal cruelty charges filled 
nearly a page of the police re-
port.
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Local CASA makes 
preparations for annual fundraiser
Community encouraged to participate in this special day

First Community 
Bank honors retirees

Celebration entries 
highest in a decade

CHRISTMAS� From page 1A

By Dawn Hankins
dawn@richardsonmediagroup.net

This is the first of 
two features  about the 
CASA Works, Inc., pro-
gram which serves Bed-
ford County.

CASA Works of Bed-
ford County (Court 
Appointed Special Ad-
vocates) will have its 
annual fundraiser lunch 
and program “A Heart 
to Help” on Tuesday, 
Aug 18, at noon, at First 
Baptist Church in Shel-
byville. 

You’re invited! Bring a 
table full of folks to cel-
ebrate CASA’s great ac-
complishments!

RSVP by calling 931-
455-7426. CASA workers 

are trained advocates/ 
volunteers who work in 
juvenile court to repre-
sent the best interests 
of children who have 
been abused, neglected, 
or otherwise in need of 
court intervention. 

The Tennessee CASA 
Association supports 31 
CASA programs, serv-
ing 60 counties, helping 
over 4,700 children an-
nually. The program is 
funded by the state and 
local communities, and 
its goal is to reduce the 
time children spend in 
foster care and improve 
outcomes for abused and 
neglected children. 

Below are some typi-
cal case scenarios expe-
rienced by CASA work-

First Community Bank employees were able to celebrate last weekend with 
some wonderful retirees who helped make First Community Bank what it is to-
day! Some were missed but thanked none-the-less for their years of hard work 
and commitment to serving their friends and neighbors. First Community Bank 
employee Linda Nichols said, “What a great group. The bank’s strong foundation 
was formed by these retirees. Thank you all for your work with customers and 
other employees that made for lifetime friendships.

The 88th Annu-
al Tennessee Walking 
Horse National Cele-
bration has surpassed 
2,500 entries for this 
year’s show, signaling 
continued momentum 
for the industry's pre-
mier event.

The 2026 Celebration 
will begin Aug. 26, and 
conclude on Saturday, 
Sept. 5, with the crown-
ing of the 88th Ten-
nessee Walking Horse 
World Grand Champion.

Despite the show be-
ing held later on the 
calendar than usual, ex-
hibitors responded with 
strong support. The fi-
nal entry total reached 
2,587, the highest in 
more than 10 years. En-
tries closed July 28, with 
a late-entry deadline of 
Aug. 4. 

The 2,582 entries rep-
resent a 4% increase over 
last year.

"Seeing the highest 
number of entries since 
I became CEO 6 years 
ago is incredibly encour-
aging and speaks to the 
momentum we continue 
to build at The Celebra-
tion," said Celebration 
CEO Warren Wells. "It's 
also the largest entry to-
tal we've seen in many 
years, which is a testa-
ment to the confidence 
our owners, trainers, 
exhibitors and breeders 
have in this event and in 
the future of our indus-
try."

The show also 
reached the important 
benchmark of over 1,300 
unique horses entered, 
rebounding after falling 
just short of that mark in 
2025.

"While we're proud 
of these numbers, we're 

even more excited about 
what they represent — a 
growing enthusiasm for 
the Tennessee Walking 
Horse and a renewed 
commitment to making 
The Celebration the pre-
mier showcase for our 
breed," Wells said. "We 
can't wait to welcome 
everyone to Shelbyville 
for what promises to be 
an outstanding Celebra-
tion."

The strong entry to-
tals resulted in 11 class-
es being split, consistent 
with recent years. The 
Two-Year-Old Stallions 
class on Monday evening 
is the only class that will 
be divided into three 
sections. Ten addition-
al classes will feature A 
and B divisions, includ-
ing the Amateur Owned 
and Trained class, which 
debuts a World Grand 
Championship this year.

Another new feature 
for the 2026 Celebration 
is the scheduling of the 
World Grand Champi-
onship classes. Champi-
onship competition will 
begin during the second 
half of the Wednesday, 
Sept. 2, evening ses-
sion before culminat-
ing on Saturday night 
with the selection of the 
88th Tennessee Walk-
ing Horse World Grand 
Champion.

Qualifying for the 
World Grand Champi-
onship will once again 
take place on the first 
Saturday evening in A 
and B divisions. For the 
first time in modern Cel-
ebration history, the last 
two Tennessee Walk-
ing Horse World Grand 
Champions are both en-
tered to compete for the 
sport's highest honor.

REQUEST 
TO RE-
NAME WEST 
HOLLAND IN 
HONOR OF 
VETERANS

Tim Estes, a local vet-
eran and well-known for 
his work with Wreaths 
Across America, spoke 
before Shelbyville City 
Council at study session 
Tuesday about his desire 
to see the City re-name 
West Holland Street to 
Vietnam Veterans Way. 
He said sadly, Vietnam 
Veterans were not wel-
comed home with open 
arms like himself and 
other Desert Storm vet-
erans. He said he be-
lieves it is time that gen-
eration be recognized 
with such a local land-
mark. 

Crews mentioned 
Cooper Steel, his em-
ployer, has made gener-
ous donations and said 
there are many, many 
more businesses and 
families in the commu-
nity assisting as large 
sponsors. First Commu-
nity Bank plans to have 
its own area.

Crews, a member of 
the school board and a 
former City police offi-
cer, thanked the City of 
Shelbyville for its part 
in making this seasonal 
event possible.

Though asked by 
Councilman Bobby 
Turnbow if the County 
is contributing to this 
event, Crews simply 
stated that’s to be deter-
mined.

Crews said through 
research of Christmas 
markets, he’s found that 
several communities in 
the area are earning se-
rious revenue from such 
events. He said cities and 
towns are entertaining 
upwards of 300,000 and 
taking in millions in rev-
enue.

“That’s the founda-
tion we want to lay for 
Shelbyville and Bedford 
County, so that we can 
be a premiere holiday 
destination that peo-
ple want to come to and 
bring their families to 
and experience the mag-
ic of Christmas-right 
here-in our community.”

At First Community Bank, we are committed to being 
there. For the long rides. The quiet mornings.

The moments that make a legacy. That’s why we’re 
proud to be the official bank of the Tennessee Walking 

Horse National Celebration.

For decades, this tradition has brought our community 
together, both in step and in spirit. And just like every 

careful stride in the ring, we’re here with purpose, 
patience, and pride. Because walking with someone 

means more than just moving forward. It means 
standing beside them every step of the way.

FIRSTCOMMUNITYBANKeR.COMFIRSTCOMMUNITYBANKeR.COM

MEMBER FDIC

Business Spotlight

Attending the event were: Bob Graham, Ann Heflin, Patsy Lynch, Dwight King, 
Martha Jean Cartwright, Nancy Jensen, Barbara Pate, Wendell Agnew and Tom 
Clifford.

ers.
CASA was able to set 

up a meeting to collabo-
rate with school officials, 
teachers, attorney, doc-
tors, the child and fam-
ily, to return an abused 
and neglected child back 
into a public school after 
being taken out for ho-
meschool by her biolog-
ical parents 4 years ago.  
The homeschool pro-
gram was not certified 
nor did the parents work 
with the child. The child 
is currently in 10th grade 
and had a 4th grade ed-
ucation.  This child was 
diagnosed with a mental 
illness that hindered her 
ability to mainstream.  

Because the CASA 
volunteer stayed in com-
munication with the 
mental health team and 
the school as well as the 
Guardian At Litem.  They 
fought for the child’s ed-
ucational rights.  After 
18 months, this child fi-
nally started back in the 
school system with an 
aggressive Independent 
Education Plan and she 
seems to be blossoming.  

The child says she 
wants to go to college 
and become a child 
counselor

--------
CASA was appointed 

to a family of four chil-
dren.  The mother was 
a single mom, homeless, 
no employment and ad-
dicted to drugs.  The 
children were removed 
and placed in foster care.  
The mother worked very 
hard to meet the require-
ments that the team had 
determined in the Per-
manency Plan she need-
ed to complete in order 
for reunification to hap-
pen. 

The children had mul-
tiple fathers that were 
either in prison or un-
known.  Upon comple-
tion of her drug rehabili-
tation and completed the 
Permanency Plan (goals 
to accomplish), the chil-
dren were returned to 
her. The mother decided 
that she and the children 
needed to move away 
from past negative influ-
ences. She moved about 
60 miles across the state 
line. This caused DCS 
forbidden to check on the 

CASA  
Mission

To Provide a 
VOICE for abused 
and neglected 
children in Bed-
ford, Coffee, 
Franklin and War-
ren Counties.

The CASA pro-
gram belongs 
to a network of 
nearly 59 commu-
nity-based pro-
grams in Tennes-
see that recruit, 
train and support 
citizen-volunteers 
to advocate for 
the best interests 
of abused and ne-
glected children 
in courtrooms 
and communities.

children.  
Turn the page to new 

beginnings through 
CASA.

The judge specifical-
ly asked CASA to make 
these visits as often as 
possible to ensure that 
this family was mak-
ing progress. The vol-
unteer was able to go to 
the home at least twice 
a month during the 
3-month trial period, 
and found that they were 
thriving and the mother 
was doing very well.  

According to the vol-
unteers' reports, the 
family was reunified and 
CASA's recommenda-
tions gave the juvenile 
judge enough informa-
tion to close the case for 
the best interest of the 
children.
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Dear Editor:
It is unbelievable that to-

day's Democratic party is 
turning to socialism as a rem-
edy for all supposed wrongs 
of our American government. 

It is an obvious conclu-
sion that this segment of 
Democrats lives in a utopian 
world blindly historical stu-
pid and like Artic lemmings 
will gather in aimless herds 
of losers drowning in a sea 
of self-destruction under a 
failing socialist government 
that has never succeeded.  
They want this socialist type 
government for America that 
is egalitarian, no centralized 
government, no police force, 
no Supreme court and no re-
publican-type government of 
any type, and when in power 
elections would be a farce and 

they would dictate all policies 
without legislation.  Their 
type of government would 
provide all basic physical re-
quirements at no cost for all 
her citizens and everyone is 
cloned equal and totally de-
pendent on the government 
for survival, a controlled from 
cradle- to- death sort of re-
gime. 

Of course, the advocates 
of socialist government never 
tell their subjects that it is they 
who reap the benefits and not 
the dumb supporters who put 
them in power. 

In their dream world pri-
vate industry and capitalism 
is the Unpardonable Sin and 
anyone that believes working 
for a living and supporting a 
government that offers unlim-
ited opportunities for all her 
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Farm ponds are cur-
rently a hot topic. Lots of 
people want to talk about 
it. But Bedford County 
Planning Director Chris 
White explained to those 
in attendance at the 
County Planning Com-
mission meeting last 
week that the PC does 
not have jurisdiction 
over such matters. 

The ability to seques-
ter comments on this 
particular subject falls 
under the Right to Farm 
Act (RTFA), White ad-
vised those in atten-
dance.

That did not fare well 
with some residents off 
Highway 64 in Wartrace, 
judging from their com-
ments and tones of voice.

By law, The Right 
to Farm Act (RTFA) is 
designed to safeguard 
farmers and ranchers 
from nuisance lawsuits 
brought by individuals 
who move into rural ar-
eas where normal agri-
cultural operations al-
ready exist. These laws 
aim to prevent new res-
idents or entities from 

using legal actions to 
disrupt ongoing farm-
ing activities, such as 
complaints about noise, 
odor, or other typical 
farm operations. Unlike 
traditional farmland 
preservation policies, 
which focus on land con-
servation, the RTFA em-
phasizes protecting the 
viability of agricultural 
operations and support-
ing standard farming 
practices

White said during the 
planning meeting, as ex-
plained in previous con-
versations with County 
Attorney Ginger Bobo, 
the farm pond matters/
comments have to go 
before the BC Board of 
Zoning Appeals. If the 
BZA then interprets it 
differently, or overturns 
his decision, then he and 
planners then become 
involved.

“I know I’ve said it 
100 times but that is 
what happens,” said 
White. “That is how you 
do this.”

Public comments 
were then opened. 

Resident Beverly 
Saylor asked how the 
County can work on a 

comprehensive growth 
plan “when they don’t 
exercise proper control 
over zoning in Bedford 
County.” She also asked 
how there’s environmen-
tal control with “illegal 
quarries” happening in 
Bedford County.

Saylor said no one can 
deny that’s happening.

It’s actually happen-
ing in other small com-
munities. Coffee County 
Commission has been 
fighting farm ponds in 
Beech Grove for a few 
years. The state held a 
public hearing earlier 
this year and later ap-
proved the applicant per-
mits for what it deemed 
agricultural activity.

BC Planning Com-
mission Chair Jeff Swee-
ney told the commenter 
that again, farm ponds 
are agricultural and not 
in the PC’s jurisdiction. 
Those permits are issued 
by the state, he advised.

Resident Dewayne 
Carter said it was obvi-
ous that he wasn’t go-
ing to get to say what 
he wanted to say. But 
he ventured this, “You 
show your true colors 
when you get with the 

County attorneys and 
try to come up with a 
way to shirk your re-
sponsibilities and not let 
these people speak about 
what they need to speak 
about.”

Carter told the Plan-
ning Commission they 
are “wrong.” Carter said 
the first truck that came 
off the road from the 
Wartrace site was in vi-
olation.

“They cannot barter 
or sell the rock; they’re 
in violation of it and the 
Greenbelt! They’re run-
ning an industrial quar-
ry, on the Greenbelt. It’s 
against the law. Every-
thing they’re doing is 
against the law!”

He told the PC mem-
bers that those with the 
ponds cannot sue the 
County for any author-
itative action because 
they’re in “violation of 
the law.”

 He ended his speech 
with these words: “What 
you need to worry about 
is us suing you!”

Anna Brandon said 
she lives next to the site 
on Highway 64. She said 
it’s been going on for 2 
years and now she’s see-

ing home damage.
The residents now 

have their public hearing 
with the state. They will 
speak during this meet-
ing and the state will 
record the comments 
and give the residents an 
opinion at a later date.

TDEC Public Hear-
ing in Bedford Coun-
ty

A Tennessee De-
partment of Environ-
ment and Conservation 
(TDEC) public hearing is 
scheduled for August 25, 
2026 in Bedford County. 
(TN State Government.)
Event details

• Date: Tuesday, Au-
gust 25, 2026

• Time: 5:00 p.m. CDT 
– Information Session; 
6:00 p.m. CDT – Public 
Hearing  

• Location: Bedford 
County Business Com-
plex, 200 Dover Street, 
Suite 110, Shelbyville, 
TN 37160  

• Format: Video-tele-
conference; may be at-
tended in person, online, 
or by phone Permit ac-
tions under review

The Division of Min-
eral and Geologic Re-
sources will consider 
two National Pollutant 
Discharge Elimination 
System (NPDES) permit 
applications:

1. Permit TN0070755 
– Fairfield Pike Lake 
(Applicant: Matthew Al-
len)

2. Permit TN0070756 
– Highway 64 Lakes 
(Applicant: Hawkins and 
Price, LLC) 

Receiving streams: 
Hurricane Creek and 

Garrison Fork  
Purpose of the 

hearing
To gather public 

comments relevant to 
water quality issues for 
the proposed permits. 
Comments on unrelated 
matters (e.g., air quali-
ty, zoning, blasting, 
noise, dust, traffic) will 
not be considered 

Comment guide-
lines

• Oral comments: 
limited to 5 minutes per 
person; avoid repetition 
to ensure all partici-
pants have an opportu-
nity to speak 

• Written comments: 
accepted at the hearing 
and considered equally 
as verbal comments 

• Contact for per-
mit-related questions: 
Ashleigh Simons, (865) 
320-6143 or Ashleigh.
Simons@tn.gov 

How to partici-
pate

• Online: Use the 
provided video-telecon-
ference link in the pub-
lic notice.

• By phone: Audio 
call-in numbers will be 
provided in the notice.

• In person: Attend 
at the Bedford County 
Business Complex ad-
dress above 

• Tip: Review the 
draft permits in the 
TDEC Data Viewer be-
fore attending to pre-
pare relevant comments 

For the official no-
tice and meeting in-
structions, see the 
TDEC public notice 
for M2026-13 on the 
TN.gov TDEC page. 

Dewayne Carter was among several residents 
who accused Bedford County Planning Commission, 
during its monthly meeting, of shirking its responsibil-
ities by not letting residents speak on farm ponds in 
Bedford County.

The most recent 
change to Tennessee’s 
public comment rules 
came with Tennessee 
House Bill 22, passed 
in March 2026 and ef-
fective March 26, 2026. 
This law amends the 
Tennessee Open Meet-
ings Act to expand the 
scope of when public 
comment periods must 
be reserved.

Key changes un-
der the new law:

• Broader scope of 
public comment: Local 
governing bodies must 
now reserve a period 
for public comment on 
any matter germane to 
the jurisdiction of the 
governing body, re-
gardless of whether the 

matter is listed on the 
agenda.  

This means the pub-
lic can speak about is-
sues not on the agenda 
if they are relevant to 
the body’s authority.

• Reasonable restric-
tions allowed: Cities 
and towns may still 
impose reasonable lim-
its on the total time for 
comments, the number 
of speakers, or the time 
per speaker. They must 
also provide advance 
notice of how the pub-
lic can sign up to com-
ment.

• Fair representation 
requirement: Govern-
ing bodies must take 
all practicable steps to 
ensure opposing view-

points are fairly repre-
sented if any exist.

• Exemptions re-
main: The law still does 
not require public com-
ment periods in:

* Meetings with no 
actionable items on the 
agenda.

* Disciplinary hear-
ings for governing body 
members or persons 
whose profession/ac-
tivities fall within the 
governing body’s juris-
diction.

* Why it matters:
This change 

strengthens public par-
ticipation by allowing 
citizens to address is-
sues outside the formal 
agenda, as long as they 
are within the body’s 

authority. It aligns 
Tennessee’s rules more 
closely with other states 
that require comment 
on any jurisdictional 
matter, not just agenda 
items.

Practical effect:
If you attend a city 

council or school board 
meeting, you can now 
request to speak about 
a topic not on the agen-
da — for example, a 
local zoning issue or a 
public safety concern 
— as long as it’s with-
in the body’s authority. 
The city must reserve 
time for such com-
ments, though they can 
set limits on how many 
or how long you can 
speak.

New Tennessee law on public 
comments in government meetings

citizens to excel and prosper 
via hard work, education and 
government-supported pro-
tection from criminals and 
foreign enemies is the cancer 
of American society and must 
be eliminated at all costs.  
There is one glaring factor the 
wannabe socialists have ig-
nored or are not aware of; who 
pays the bill for a socialist 
government that provides all 
commodities including food, 
medical care protection and 
shelter for her citizens?  Since 
governments are not self-sup-
porting and capitalist type 
governments depend upon her 
citizens/and private owned 
industry via taxation to oper-
ate and provide the basic ne-
cessities for her citizens, then 
without this feature socialism 
is doomed before it starts and 
the utopian dream is dead.

To support the historical 
logic and truth that socialism 
is a dismal failure you don't 
have to be a learned historian, 
all that is required is to study 
basic factual history plain 
and simple.  A tenet that the 
so-called socialists leaning 
Democrats have failed to do 

either through plain stupidi-
ty or closing their eyes to the 
truth.  In the past hundred 
years not a single country 
implementing a socialist type 
government has seen social-
ism survive. The results have 
been total chaos and ruin-
ation. These countries include 
Soviet Russia, East Germany, 
Bulgaria, Hungry and oth-
ers with the most drastic and 
chaotic failure; Maoist China, 
under communist Mao Tse-
tung which resulted in an es-
timated 30 to 45 million Chi-
nese deaths (approximately 
6% of total population) in the 
'Great Chinese Famine’ due 
to starvation and overwork in 
Mao's socialist party's 'Great 
Leap Forward' from 1958 - 
1962.  These historical facts 
are meaningless to the present 
American socialist advocates; 
they contend that it wasn't the 
horse of socialism that failed, 
but the fault was with the 
jockey riding the horse. What 
a joke; I can imagine the "suc-
cess" of the socialist horse 
with US Senators Chuck 
Summers or Bernie Sanders 
in the saddle. 

The failure of socialism 
in these countries that tried it 
are foregone conclusions, but 
for some reason America's 
rising socialist wing of the 
ultra-left democrat party will 
not acknowledge or admit so-
cialism does not work.  Why 
they think it would succeed 
in America is not understood.  
As the German philosopher 
Hegel so aptly put it "we learn 
from history that we do not 
learn from history". 

The Democratic party 
would be well advised to re-
turn to the philosophy and 
tenets of the past sensible 
moderate democrats such as 
Presidents Roosevelt, Tru-
man and Kennedy and oth-
ers who put America front 
and foremost. And for sure 
turn from their appeasers 
and supporters such as the 
dismal do-nothings in con-
gress who support the more 
radical socialist Democrats. 
As example they insisted on 
supporting and lauding the 
virtues and sterling character 
of another of their darling so-
cialist candidate for the Maine 
Senate race, criminal Graham 

Platner who finally withdrew 
from the race. These type 
socialist’s candidate all have 
shady and criminal past re-
cords and with the liberal 
media support attempt to lie 
out of the accusations when 
confronted.  Hopefully the 
socialists will meet defeat in 
November elections and the 
democrat party will return 
to sensible and American fa-
vored leadership.

Woe unto the Democrat-
ic party if they continue to 
support these losers. and God 
help America if the sensible 
wing of the Democrats doesn't 
oust these hair-brained inept 
losers from their ranks.

Charles David Sliger
Shelbyville
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Lillian Marie 

(McBee) 
McCullough

Lillian Marie (Mc-
Bee) McCullough, age 
97, of Shelbyville went 
to be with her Heavenly 
Father Monday, July 27, 
2026 surrounded by her 
loving family. The fam-
ily will receive friends 
from 11 a.m. until 2 p.m. 
Thursday, July 30th 
at Edgemont Baptist 
Church. Funeral service 
will be held at 2 p.m. at 
the church with Broth-
er Jimmy West and 
Brother Bobby McGee 
officiating. Interment 
will follow at Willow 
Mount Cemetery. Me-
morials may be made 
to Edgemont Baptist 
Church, 150 Fairfield 
Pike, Shelbyville, TN 
37160. Lillian was born 
May 30, 1929 in Shel-
byville to the late Rob-
ert Bell and Lula Daniel 
(Jolly) McBee. In addi-
tion to her parents, Lil-
lian is also preceded in 
death by her husband of 
70 years, Charles L. Mc-
Cullough; sons, Danny 
(Dianne) McCullough, 
Jimmy McCullough, 
and Timothy Daryl Mc-
Cullough; sisters, Eliza-
beth Woods (Bill), Ruby 
Adams Orr, Nellie Mae 
McBee, Clara McBee 
Adams, Lorene Davis 
(James), Elma Ruth 
Gee (Jim), Sarah Mc-
Bee, and Juanita Mc-
Bee; and brother, Rob-
ert McBee, Jr (Laura.) 
Lillian was a charter 
member of Edgemont 
Baptist Church. She and 
her husband Charles 
attended Edgemont 
Baptist Church their 
entire life. Lillian was 
a hard-working wom-
an, working countless 
hours at the former sock 
factory in Shelbyville 
until they closed busi-
ness and then working 
up into her later years at 
Economy Pen and Pen-
cil Factory as a Machine 
Operator. Lillian always 

made time for her fami-
ly and friends and never 
passed up the opportu-
nity to make someone 
smile or laugh. She nev-
er met a stranger and if 
she did, they were never 
a stranger for long. Lil-
lians’ loving disposition 
welcomed everyone into 
her heart and family. To 
know her was truly to 
love her and everyone 
who ever met Lillian 
loved her dearly. 

Lillian leaves be-
hind to cherish her 
memory her daughter, 
Judy Garrett (Billy); 
grandchildren, Danny 
McCullough (Kristen), 
Jason Graham (Lidia), 
Scott Spray, Julie Gra-
ham, Joey McCullough 
(Mireyda), Emily 
Thomas (Jason), Eric 
McCullough (Zary), and 
Caroline McCullough; 
great grandchildren, Ai-
mee Campbell (Chris), 
Kip Prosser (Grace), Ki-
ley Graham, Palin Gra-
ham, Ian McCullough, 
Paulina McCullough, 
Arina McCullough, 
Henley Thomas, Wrex-
ie McCullough, Garrus 
McCullough, Victoria 
McCullough, and Is-
abella McCullough; 
great-great grandchil-
dren, Ali Campbell, 
Landry Prosser, Lil-
lian Grace Prosser, and 
Logan Prosser. Feld-
h au s - G ow e n - S m it h 
Chapel is honored to 
be serving the family of 
Lillian Marie (McBee) 
McCullough.

Fe l d h a u s - G o w e n 
Smith Chapel in Shel-
byville is in charge of 
arrangements.

Betty J. Marbury
It is with profound 

sadness that we an-
nounce the passing of 
Betty J. Marbury who 
passed away peacefully 
on July 30, 2026, at the 
age of 94.

Betty was born on 
November 13, 1931, 
in Lewisburg, Tn. She 
lived a life defined by 
love, kindness and de-
votion to her family and 
friends. She touched the 
lives of many through 
her compassion, gener-
osity and unwavering 
strength.

Betty was a lifelong 
member of the First 
Baptist Church, Shel-
byville. She found joy 
in walking every day, 
bowling and working 
jigsaw puzzles. Wheth-
er she was with family, 
enjoying favorite pas-
time or helping others, 
Betty made every mo-
ment meaningful.  Her 
warmth, laughter and 
caring spirit will be re-
membered by everyone 
fortunate enough to 
have known her.

Above all, Betty 
cherished family. She 
is lovingly survived by 
her daughter, Libby and 
her husband Don. She 
was preceded in death 

by her husband Rudy 
Marbury, mother, Lou-
ise Allen and stepfather, 
Raymond Allen and her 
brother, Loxie Doud.

Though our hearts 
are heavy with grief, 
we find comfort in the 
memories we shared 
and lasting impact Bet-
ty had on those around 
her. Her legacy of love, 
kindness and faith will 
continue to inspire gen-
erations to come.

A Graveside Service 
will be held 1:00 P.M. 
Tuesday, August 4th, 
at Willow Mount Cem-
etery. "Let everything 
that have breath praise 
the Lord.  Praise the 
Lord"

Psalm 150:6. Forev-
er loved, deeply missed 
and never forgotten.

Hillcrest Funeral 
Home is in charge of ar-
rangements.

Paul Eugene (Gene) 
Cunningham 

Paul Eugene (Gene) 
Cunningham, age 92, 
passed from this life on 
July 28, 2026, at Har-
ton Hospital in Tullaho-
ma, surrounded by his 
family and loved ones 
after a brief illness. Fu-
neral services will be 
held at Doak Funeral 
Home in Shelbyville 
on August 1, 2026, 
with the Reverend Jon 
Nelms officiating. Visi-
tation will begin 10:00 
a.m. until service time 
at 1:00 p.m. He will be 
laid to rest in the family 
plot at Maxwell Ceme-
tery in Rover.

Gene was born on 
October 18, 1933, in the 
Potleg Community of 
Bedford County, to Clar-
ence Eugene Cunning-
ham, and Annie Pauline 
Smith Cunningham. He 
was married to his late 
wife, Claudine Bullock 
Cunningham for 44 
years and they resid-
ed in Shelbyville. Gene 
faithfully served Shel-
byville as a firefighter 
for 36-1/2 years and 
retired as a Captain. 
On his “off” days, Gene 
worked at Carlton Mo-
tors and could be found 
detailing cars and also 
restoring cars to their 
original beauty through 
body repairs and paint 
jobs. Gene was immac-
ulate with every job 
and task and his yard 
was a testimony to his 
talents. Many are un-
aware of his gift of play-
ing the piano totally 
by ear—never reading 
music. He was part of 
another family through 
his love of Studebaker 
cars. Gene owned and 
restored a total of elev-
en plus cars and trucks 
during his lifetime. One 
truck now resides in an 
Indianapolis Museum 
still today. His shop 
has one left. Gene was 
a member of the Middle 
Tennessee Studebaker 
Drivers Club and re-
ceived the Man of the 
Year award in Novem-
ber 2025. Gene attend-
ed and supported St. 
Paul Fellowship Church 
at Rover and 1st United 
Methodist Church at 
Shelbyville.

Gene was preced-
ed in death by his be-
loved wife, Claudine; 
his parents, Clarence & 
Pauline; his brothers, 
Donald Cunningham, 
Herbert Cunningham, 
and James A. Cunning-
ham; sisters, Dorothy 
Cunningham, Alta 
Mae Cunningham, and 
Mary Lee Cunningham; 
granddaughter, Stepha-
nie Cunningham Dud-
ley.

Gene (known as the 
Studebaker Man in the 
Hoodlum Alley area), 
was a hardworking and 
loving man who was a 
friend to all who knew 

him. As a firefighter 
Gene was a great cook. 
He quietly went about 
his business and ser-
vice to others, not look-
ing for credit, glory, or 
fanfare but to just “get 
the job done.” Gene and 
his family hosted many 
annual gatherings at his 
Hoodlum Alley Shop for 
family events, Sunday 
School parties, and hol-
iday Studebaker events 
until he was 90.

Gene was a Korean 
War Veteran and his job 
was to drive the Army 
chaplain. He was the 
only person who could 
drive the 5-speed Jeep 
Willy up the steep hill. 
Gene was honored and 
awarded a Quilt of Valor 
for his military service 
at his 85th birthday cel-
ebration.

Gene is survived by 
his special companion 
of 21 years, Lynda Phil-
lips; his children Lisa 
(Mike) Gregory of Shel-
byville; Rhonda (Tim) 
Boyce of Unionville; 
Jeff Cunningham of 
Shelbyville. Grandchil-
dren: Michael (Amy) 
Gregory, Jenny (Jeffrey) 
Wiser, Cindy (Andrew) 
Stickler, Matt (Ashley) 
Gregory, Calli (Cody) 
Keele), Blair Boyce, 
Ashley (Nathan) Hale, 
Nathan Cunningham, 
Blake Cunningham, 
Kyle Cunningham and 
Jacob Cunningham. 
Great-grandchildren, 
Mattie, Maddox and 
Miccah Gregory, Hunter 
Elliott, Nicholas Wiser, 
Austin and Ethan Stick-
ler, Willow and Wyatt 
Gregory, Braylon West, 
Landon and Easton 
Cassady, Harper Hale, 
Peyton Dudley of Geor-
gia; Joshua, Hannah, 
and Landon Cunning-
ham, Kolston Cunning-
ham, Lilith and Ashton 
Cunningham, great 
great grandchildren, 
Scarlet Elliott, Sister, 
Georgia C. Wisdom of 
Lavergne; brothers, 
Calvin Cunningham, 
Kenneth Cunningham, 
Wayne Kinky (Donna) 
Cunningham, sister-in 
law, Bonnie Cunning-
ham, and brother-in-
law, Jerry Harber.

In lieu of flowers, 
memorials may be 
made to Maxwell Cem-
etery at Rover in care of 
Amy Martin, 3681 Hwy 
41A North, Unionville, 
TN 37180.

Doak Funeral Home 
is serving the family.

William Jason Hunt
William Jason Hunt, 

49, of Shelbyville, died 
July 30, 2026. A Me-
morial Service will be 
held 2:00 P.M. Monday, 
August 3rd, at Hillcrest 
Funeral Home with the 
Rev. Jimmy Gray offi-
ciating. Visitation will 
begin at 12:00 P.M.

He was born March 
28, 1977, in Nashville, 
Tn., to his parents, Dor-
othy Soper Hunt of hel-
byville and the late Wil-
liam Lawrence Hunt.

In addition to his 
mother he is survived 
by his sister, Wendy 
Marie Seibers (Dale) 
of Shelbyville; nieces 
and nephews, Shelby 

Hardin, Ethan Hardin, 
Chase Butcher, Logan 
Seibers (Monica) and 
Kelcie Williams (Zeb.) 
He was preceded in 
death by a sister, Tracy 
Hunt Thompson.

Hillcrest Funeral 
Home in Shelbyville is 
in charge of arrange-
ments.

Obituaries

Rita Faye Smithson Hobby
Rita Faye Smithson Hobby, age 60, of the 
Wheel community, passed away Sunday, 

August 2, 2026. Born in Bedford County, Rita 
was a daughter of the late Bennie Franklin 

Smithson and Juanita Yell Smithson. 
Lawrence Funeral Home in Chapel Hill 

is in charge of arrangements.

Death Notices

COMMUNITY CLINIC 
RECEIVES TYSON GRANT

Community Clinic of Shelbyville and Bedford 
County recently received a $15,000 Tyson Foods 
Community Grant to provide adults living in the Bed-
ford County community with assistance with utilities 
and dental care. From October 2025 to August 4, 
2026, CCsBc provided 26 dental services/68 den-
tal appointments; utility assistance; as well as food, 
gas assistance and hygiene items. CCsBc is thank-
ful for the continued local support of Tyson Foods 
Inc., since 2003. Will Hightower, complex manager, 
presents the check to Fredia Lusk, CcsBc executive 
director.

CHURCH NEWS
Pastor Abe Zimmerman of First United 

Methodist Church Shelbyville will preach 
"Mysterious God: Part 3" from 2 Peter 3:8-9. “We 
will look at some of the different ways that God is 
mysterious but still knowable. Sunday School for all 
ages begins at 9 am, followed by the worship service 
at 10 am. Nursery and Children's Church are available 
during worship. For those unable to attend in person, 
we offer a livestream on Facebook and YouTube and a 
broadcast on WLIJ 98.7 FM and AM 1580. 
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Sudoku

Fill in the blank squares so that each row, each column and each
3-by-3 block contain all of the digits 1 thru 9.

If you use logic you can solve the puzzle without guesswork.

Need a little help?  The hints page shows a logical order to solve the puzzle.
Use it to identify the next square you should solve.  Or use the answers page
if you really get stuck.

© 2013 KrazyDad.com

Sudoku #5
Easy Sudoku Puzzles by KrazyDad, Volume 1, Book 1

You are sensitive to the atm
osphere around you.

5 1 4 8
3 8 7 1

1 7 8 4
1 8 6

2 8 9 3
8 7 4

3 5 9 8
7 8 3 4
6 8 4 7

EASY

AnswersEasy Sudoku Puzzles by KrazyDad, Volume 1, Book 1

Sudoku #1
31498
18573

697231
65231
314

14298
938614

84739
21967

2576

4962

845

9874

578269

6357

752

6512

3458

Sudoku #2
39184
25783

4956
42698

689421
19346
4231
95734

13859

6572

4961

87132

5713

357

7825

59687

8261

7642

Sudoku #3
823

16579
35948627
2936

85174
9742

42179563
38617

634

479165

2384

1

14785

6239

36581

8

5942

715298

Sudoku #4
3281
176953

4672
25896
3462851
98132

8569
758631

3728

54697

824

95318

1437

79

7654

13247

294

69415

Sudoku #5
97326

46259
26953
493752
51647

632195
14762

92165
52319

5148

3871

1784

186

2893

874

3598

7834

6847

Sudoku #6
47951

86492
1382764

178
56728143

857
6859731
92567

34168

2368

7513

59

426359

9

391426

42

1843

7295

Sudoku #7
8951

427
52491783

87394
964831

43576
41623897

687
9216

73624

631589

6

1265

572

2198

5

391452

78453

Sudoku #8
39874

68473
4932

6397542
728

4819375
1536

76985
85439

5126

2591

17658

81

513496

26

92487

4321

6271

EASY

Fill in the blank squares so that each row, each column and each
3-by-3 block contain all of the digits 1 thru 9.

If you use logic you can solve the puzzle without guesswork.

Need a little help?  The hints page shows a logical order to solve the puzzle.
Use it to identify the next square you should solve.  Or use the answers page
if you really get stuck.

© 2023 KrazyDad.com

Sudoku #5
Intermediate Sudoku by KrazyDad, Volume 1, Book 1

You enjoy the com
pany of other people.

8 5
1 9

7 1 6
1 6 9

3 5 1 4
6 8 3
5 6 2

5 4
9 2

INTERMEDIATE

AnswersIntermediate Sudoku by KrazyDad, Volume 1, Book 1

Sudoku #1
67591
1394582
719236

9683752
2836149
5179436
942385

6271984
87563

2438

67

584

41

75

28

167

35

4921

Sudoku #2
2174695
96132

74325981
45732
9132586
23457
64138279

75961
8967234

83

5874

6

6981

74

8619

5

3248

15

Sudoku #3
169527
352784
27461985
816392
42819
712834
98754126

261738
319247

843

961

3

475

3756

596

3

549

685

Sudoku #4
193765
5741862
836417
9875623
42176

5437982
768349

5698721
194365

248

93

925

14

3895

61

251

34

278

Sudoku #5
2367194
8546723

495328
472583

92678
149257

481937
1236798

8734561

85

19

716

169

3514

683

562

54

92

Sudoku #6
13954627
946218
571864
873415

96357
182439

826375
724396
36571984

8

375

293

962

2481

657

491

158

2

Sudoku #7
59342

4691357
2874569
6938174

76295
5243916
3587421
9135478
84726

7168

28

31

52

1483

87

69

26

1935

Sudoku #8
591628

487163
367491

7456932
6579214
8293157
718369
925614

839725

347

295

852

18

38

46

524

378

461

INTERMEDIATE

Fill in the blank squares so that each row, each column and each
3-by-3 block contain all of the digits 1 thru 9.

If you use logic you can solve the puzzle without guesswork.

Need a little help?  The hints page shows a logical order to solve the puzzle.
Use it to identify the next square you should solve.  Or use the answers page
if you really get stuck.

© 2013 KrazyDad.com

Sudoku #5
Novice Sudoku Puzzles, Volume 1, Book 1

It m
ay be true that hum

an beings m
ake m

ore m
istakes than com

puters, but for
a real foul up, give us a com

puter anytim
e.

1 5 7
2 9 8 4 1

3 4 6
6 3

6 3 4 2
5 4

9 5 2
2 5 3 7 8

3 1 6

NOVICE

AnswersNovice Sudoku Puzzles, Volume 1, Book 1

Sudoku #1
514693
6325791

4325
185329

28
936157

7462
3981756

563218

782

84

89167

674

4759163

248

81539

24

974

Sudoku #2
42658

68739
389427
25149
4692875
79368
821764

78136
69387

9173

5241

156

8763

31

1452

395

5429

1452

Sudoku #3
473651
8951
627539
92145
1582736
79624

496583
8259

873641

982

32467

148

6378

49

3851

217

36174

529

Sudoku #4
6849

68432
1325687

638572
875139
429178
3692154

87916
4159

52713

7951

94

914

642

365

87

2543

76328

Sudoku #5
943628
6573

871295
4912785
81597

7283916
146873

6419
789254

157

29841

346

63

6342

54

952

25378

316

Sudoku #6
647812

7294
213987
48635

31286
62519

471623
3581
125374

953

83561

546

1792

5947

7438

895

24769

968

Sudoku #7
716359
358264
91352
6542
257361
8415

62593
428516
589167

428

971

6478

31897

948

76293

1748

397

324

Sudoku #8
259168
345829
87693

34761
14237

29534
16845

213567
854132

374

671

1452

5829

9658

7816

7329

498

679

NOVICE

Fill in the blank squares so that each row, each column and each 3-by-3 block contain all of the digits 1 thru 9.
If you use logic, you can solve the puzzle without guesswork.
Need a little help? The answers are below.

19) October birthstone
21) Late-October suffix
24) Songwriter Coward
25) Opt not to pick?
27) Barley products
28) Deep cut
29) Emcee’s task
30) Instruct and uplift
32) Killers at sea
34) Plant louse
35) Criticize in no uncertain 

terms
37) TV or radio station
40) Flight component
42) Unwanted outbreak
45) Bears witness to
47) Get rough, as a voice
50) Surfer’s destination
52) “His Master’s Voice” 

record label
54) Throwing game
56) Irish actor Milo
57) Adjust some seams
59) Dog command
61) Litter foot
62) Teapot tempest
63) Inferior dog
64) Antlered animal
65) Bananas have two
66) Aussie bounder

CLUES ACROSS
1) Classic TV alien
4) Lively French dance
9) “___ and the Man” 

(Prinze sitcom)
14) Kiwi’s erstwhile kin
15) With jaw on floor
16) Relaxed
17) FAA employee
18) Some tracks
20) T-bone source
22) Fabric features
23) Fabrics
26) Cole or Wood
31) Counting everything
33) University founder Stanford
34) Blood classification
36) “Finna” preceder
38) Prefix with “ linear”
39) Addition word
41) St. ___ (Caribbean island)
43) Peasant of yore
44)  S ta r t  o f  a  1991 

S c h w a r z e n e g g e r 
catchphrase

46) Cry after “Forward!”
48) Singer Orbison
49) Small keys
51) Latino lady
53) Kind of pencil that halts 

bleeding
55) Power-plant apparatus
58) Aitches in Athens
60) What to do when you 

have a full house
61) Indy 500 leaders
67) Sounds of understanding
68) Type of movie ticket
69) Certain water craft
70) Once surnamed
71) Does the job
72) A caddy may hold it
73) Observed

CLUES DOWN
1) Gather together
2) “Whole ___ Love” (Led 

Zeppelin)
3) Tongue-in-cheek
4) Sheriff who killed Billy 

the Kid
5) Ottoman ruler
6) Fond du ___, Wis.
7) Major tennis event
8) Southern nut
9) Bunch of grapes
10) Feminine pronoun
11) Common possessive
12) It’s waited for in the wings
13) Photo ___ (camera 

sessions)

There is a forest behind 
those trees of politicians

By Dawn Hankins
dawn@richardsonmediagroup.net

The forest is local gov-
ernment with mighty 
needs at hand to keep up 
with a changing world.

This has no doubt 
been a nasty election 
year, in some corners. 
Shame. But that’s how it 
often goes in the world of 
politics.

Locally, it seems some 
do not “see the forest for 
the trees.” 

This actual quotation 
is from a classic book and 
the exact wording is: "It 
cannot see the wood for 

the trees." It was written 
in Frederick Engels' fa-
mous treatise about so-
cialism. Engels was crit-
icizing metaphysics and 
how an intense focus on 
individual concepts can 
cause people to forget 
their connections to a 
larger whole.

Science fiction author 
Robert A. Heinlein (yes, 
thought he was appro-
priate here) once said, 
“You can sway a thou-
sand men by appealing 
to their prejudices quick-
er than you can convince 
one many by logic.”

More are concerned 

about PAC dollars and 
a candidate’s past DUI 
charges than “the wood” 
that’s really facing Bed-
ford Countians in the 
near future. 

Will the candidate 
you voted for mayor or 
sheriff be able to handle 
honorably and dubious-
ly the tasks that are be-
fore them over the next 
4 years? Are they the 
type of person that will 
walk out the courthouse 
in four years with hon-
or and or possibly seek 
re-election. Or will they 
be someone who has to 
slink off into the sunset 

issues that are affecting 
this County that have 
gone untouched in con-
versations across the 
board this election year.

Will this make a dif-
ference in who wins the 
election? Or are there 
gray skies that are going 
to clear up soon? Maybe. 
It’s up to the voters to ex-
amine the real potential 
of their candidates, not 
just because they’re cur-
rently popular on Face-
book or Instagram.

What’s some of those 
crucial issues possibly 
forthcoming? It might 
include any fiscal dam-
age the City vs County 
lawsuit will have on the 
local economy. Or per-
haps the infrastructure 
issues affecting local 
development projects. 
Or perhaps that the debt 
service fund accounts 
decreasing for both City 
and County-those may-
be not being where they 
should be due to pro-
longed capital projects. 

A big one could be that 
the County is only meet-
ing the state’s required 
per-pupil-spending re-
quirements.

Don’t get me started 
here on the senior tax 
freeze and how it could 
help residents over age 
65. Remember? That’s 
been delayed indefinitely 
here.

We have a lot of peo-
ple taking cruises in the 
next few months. What 
if you missed the boat 
for your trip? That might 
wind up costing you 
more in the long run?

Now think about that 
in terms of the election, 
which will have pret-
ty much passed on into 
history by the time most 
people read this newspa-
per.

Thank you to all who 
have turned out to vote 
in this election. I pray 
with all my heart that 
the “best” candidate on 
the ballot wins in their 
respective office.

with disdain from what 
they experienced?

What are the traits 
really a voter should be 
looking for? That would 
be integrity, emotional 
intelligence and account-
ability. But don’t just 
look at the candidates at 
face value. Dig deeper.

A leader is someone 
called to be a servant of 
the public. Not everyone 
can do so with grace.

Truth is, we could 
shake all the political 
trees and find something 
to be a harpy about.

I do not profess to 
know everything about 
the PAC contributions 
and certainly don’t de-
fend DUI but this I 
know, there are many 
more long-term, crucial, 

Divorce cases granted in 
Bedford County
Chancery Court July 2026
Jessica Leigh Baird vs William Jordan Baird
Bruce Van Boehm vs Sandra Gail Howard
Evan William Brown vs Autumn Marie Brown
Carter Lee Clay vs Vickie Lynn Clay
Gloria Karina Del Angel Otero vs Ranferi Dela 

Paz-Tavera
Mercedes Lynn Hamby vs James Joseph Ham-

by Jr
Betty Cooper Hanvy vs Franklin Cletis Hanvy
Heather Brooke Hicks vs Roger Lynn Hicks
Rylee Blake Jeans vs Haley Grace Cunningham
Kenneth Marvin Lynch vs Tracie La bet Merlo
Cassie Gabrielle Mongeon vs Daniel Paul Mon-

geon
Bobby Dwayne Osborne vs April Danille Os-

borne
Adam Drake Polk vs Cheyenne Marie Polk
Marvin Benjamin Ralston vs Sheree Ann 

Ralston
Miguel Eduardo Ramirez vs Gabriela Lares 

Cervantes
Richard Randall Rozell vs Amanda Gail Stew-

art Rozell
Maria E Valdiva vs Jose O Mendoza
David Aaron Wingo vs Mariel Ann Wingo
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NOTICE

KRISTAN GRACE SIMPSON
The State of Tennessee, Department of Children’s Services, 

has filed a Petition to Declare Children Dependent and Neglected 
as to Chase Isaiah Brandon. It appears that ordinary process of 
law cannot be served upon you because your whereabouts are 
unknown. You are hereby ORDERED to serve upon Stephen 
Marsh, Attorney for the Tennessee Department of Children Ser-
vices, 200 Athens Way, 2nd Floor, Suite A, Nashville, TN 37243, 
an answer to the Petition to Declare Children Dependent and Ne-
glected filed by the Tennessee Department of Children’s Services 
within five (5) days of the last day of Publication of this notice, 
and you must also appear in the juvenile court of Franklin County, 
Tennessee at Winchester, Tennessee on the 26th day of August, 
2026, at 8 a.m. for the hearing on the petition to Declare Children 
Dependent and Neglected by the State of Tennessee, Department 
of children’s services.  If you fail to do so, a default judgment will 
be taken against you pursuant for the relief demanded in the Peti-
tion. You may view and obtain a copy of the Petition and any other 
subsequently filed legal documents at the Juvenile Court Clerk’s 
Office, Winchester, Tennessee. (7164tc)

Bedford County property transfers
The following property 

sales were recently record-
ed in the Bedford County 
Register of Deeds office.
File date: July 27

Location: Cedar Glade 
Circle; Seller, Ole South 
Properties Inc; Buyer,  
Alcorn Properties LLC; 
Price, $705,000 (Deed).

Location: 2635 High-
way 130 E; Seller, Heath-
e r  W  S m i t h ;  B u y e r,  
Shira G Keller; Price, 
$382,000 (Deed).

Location: 307 St Charles 
Place; Seller, Fady Botros, 
Safaa Shenouda; Buyer,  
MD Home Inc; Price, 
$295,000 (Deed).

L ocat ion: 1572 Old 
Nashville Dirt Rd; Seller, 
Sarah Hooberry; Buyer,  
Brittany Paige Johns, 
Anthony D Johns; Price, 
$175,000 (Deed).

L o c at ion:  121  Mi l-
let St; Seller, Ole South 
Properties Inc; Buyer,  
Richard Kevin Kell; Price, 
$329,690 (Deed).

L o c a t i o n :  Tr o u p e 
R o a d ;  S e l l e r ,  Te r -
r y  B er r yh i l l ;  Buyer,  
Michael H Owen; Price, 
$160,000 (Deed).
File date: July 28

Location: 111 Treemont 
Dr; Sel ler,  J Michael 
C o c h r a n e ,  W i l l i a m 
C a l e b  S m i t h ,  C r y s -
tal L Wheeler; Buyer,  
William Caleb Smith, 
Crystal L Wheeler; Price, 
$0 (QD).

Location: 238 Repub-
lic St; Seller, Ole South 
Properties Inc; Buyer,  
Sabrina Heinrich; Price, 
$381,990 (Deed).

L oc at ion:  133 Mi l-
lett St; Seller, Ole South 
Properties Inc; Buyer,  
Michelle Dole, Tyler Dole; 
Price, $350,990 (Deed).

Location: 123 War-
ner Bridge Rd; Seller, 
Tony Thomas, Barba-
ra H Thomas; Buyer,  
Joshua David Bomar, Ash-
ley Renee Thomas; Price, 
$282,900 (Deed).

Seller, Stephen Rob-
ert Clark, Sandra Di-
a n e  C l a r k ;  B u y e r ,  

Stephen R Clark, Clark 
Revocable Trust, Stephen 
R Clark Revocable Trust, 
Sandra D Clark Revocable 
Trust; Price, $0 (QD).

S e l l e r ,  L i n d a  S u e 
S t r i c k l a n d ;  B u y e r ,  
Michael Wayne Strickland; 
Price, $0 (QD).

Seller, Chaz Floyd; Buyer,  
Todd Dennis Delp, Terri 
Sue Collins Delp; Price, 
$314,000 (Deed).

Seller, Bedford De-
velopment LLC; Buyer,  
Ole South Properties Inc; 
Price, $0 (QD).
File date: July 29

Location: 305 Shadow 
Dr; Seller, Anthony M John-
son, Amy Johnson; Buyer,  
J Opendoor Property LLC; 
Price, $269,300 (Deed).

Location: Pepper Hill Rd; 
Seller, Keith Raney; Buyer,  
H e n  K h a n  T h a n g , 
CCing Lun Huai; Price, 
$1,570,000 (Deed).

L ocat ion: 102 Cas-
cade Ln; Sel ler,  Jer-
ry Edwin Smith, Kel-
ly Schea Smith; Buyer,  
Robert Lytle, Loretta Lytle; 
Price, $370,000 (Deed).

Location: 176 Bill Rus-
sell Road; Seller, Ernest 
G Hobbs Jr Trustee, Ten-
nessee Homes LLC; Buyer,  
Tennessee Homes LLC, 176 
Bill Russell Road Family 
Revocable Trust; Price, $0 
(QD).

Location: 414 Haw-
thorne Hil l  Rd; Sel l-
er, Ernest G Hobbs Jr 
Trustee, Arnold Family 
Revocable Trust; Buyer,  
Tennessee Homes LLC, 
Arnold Family Revocable 
Trust; Price, $0 (QD).

L o c a t i o n :  P u n -
cheon Camp Rd; Sell-
er,  Weston R Burr is, 
Jenna L Burris; Buyer,  
Charles J Ledlow, Grace 
Ledlow; Price, $129,000 
(Deed).

Seller, Curtis E Mccord, 
Amanda T Mccord; Buyer,  
James E Farrar Jr; Price, 
$190,000 (Deed).
File date: July 30

Location: Big Spring Rd; 
Seller, Sherry E Sims, Mi-
chael Lloyd Sims; Buyer,  

JBR Trust, Jan Baskin 
Rowlette; Price, $0 (QD).

Location: Liberty Pike; 
Seller, Jan B Rowlette; Buyer,  
JBR Trust, Jan Baskin 
Rowlette; Price, $0 (QD).

Location: Amos Gammill 
Rd; Seller, David L Hasty, 
Sueanna D Hasty; Buyer,  
Hasty Income Only Trust, 
David L Hasty, Sueanna D 
Hasty; Price, $0 (QD).

Location: Amos Gammill 
Rd; Seller, David L Hasty, 
Sueanna D Hasty; Buyer,  
Hasty Income Only Trust, 
David L Hasty, Sueanna D 
Hasty; Price, $0 (QD).

Location: 717 Amos 
Ga m m i l l  Rd;  S el ler, 
David L Hasty, Suean-
n a  D  H a s t y ;  B u y e r,  
Hasty Income Only Trust, 
David L Hasty, Sueanna D 
Hasty; Price, $0 (QD).

Location: 133 Buck-
ingham Lane; Sel ler, 
David L Hasty, Suean-
n a  D  H a s t y ;  B u y e r,  
Hasty Income Only Trust, 
David L Hasty, Sueanna D 
Hasty; Price, $0 (QD).

Location: Hwy 82 S; 
Seller, David L Hasty, 
Sueanna D Hasty; Buyer,  
Hasty Income Only Trust, 
David L Hasty, Sueanna D 
Hasty; Price, $0 (QD).

Location: 111 Myers 
St; Seller, David L Hasty, 
Sueanna D Hasty; Buyer,  
Hasty Income Only Trust, 
David L Hasty, Sueanna D 
Hasty; Price, $0 (QD).

Location: 1010 Smith 
Chapel Rd; Seller, Da-
vid L Hasty, Sue Hasty, 
Sueanna D Hasty; Buyer,  
Hasty Income Only Trust, 
David L Hasty, Sueanna D 
Hasty; Price, $0 (QD).

Location: 129 Carlisle 
Ave; Seller, David L Hasty, 
Sueanna D Hasty; Buyer,  
Hasty Income Only Trust, 
David L Hasty, Sueanna D 
Hasty; Price, $0 (QD).

Location: 503 Randolph 
St; Seller, David L Hasty, 
Sueanna D Hasty; Buyer,  
Hasty Income Only Trust, 
David L Hasty, Sueanna D 
Hasty; Price, $0 (QD).

L o c at ion:  10 91  Mt 
Herman Rd; Seller, Da-
v id  L  Ha st y,  Sue a n-
n a  D  H a s t y ;  B u y e r,  
Hasty Income Only Trust, 
David L Hasty, Sueanna D 
Hasty; Price, $0 (QD).

Location: 206 Hilltop Dr; 
Seller, Wayland K House, 
Stacey R House; Buyer,  
Vanessa Van Liew; Price, 
$284,900 (Deed).

Location: West Hol-
la nd St;  S el ler,  C it y 
of Shelby ville; Buyer,  
Marsha Lynn Crowell; 
Price, $0 (QD).

L o c a t i o n :  E n o n 
Church Rd; Seller, Doug-
las Leon Yoes; Buyer,  
Douglas Leon Yoes Revoca-
ble Family Trust, Douglas 
Leon Yoes; Price, $0 (QD).

Classifieds

Call and place 
your Ad Today! 

(931) 684-1200
advertising@t-g.com

SERVICES

HONEY DO 
HANDYMAN

No job too big or small
Carpentry, Masonry, 

fire pits, chicken coops, 
decks, additions, repairs, 

landscaping. 
References available. 

Call Todd, 
931-212-0228. 

Let’s talk!

YOUR CL ASSIF IED 
COULD BE HERE. Call 
931-684-1200 Today.

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED
Best Buds Cleaning 

Solutions, LLC
Now hiring for state 

office cleaning
Part Time - 5 days a 

week, up to 2 hours a 
day

CALL: 615-330-0920

Allyson Sims Abbott; Price, 
$0 (QD).

Seller, United Methodist 
Church Inc, Mt Hermon 
United Methodist Church, 
Tennessee Western Ken-
tucky Conference; Buyer,  
Mount Hermon Cemetery 
Association; Price, $0 (QD).

S el ler,  Shelby v i l le 
Water  Boa rd;  Buyer,  
City of Shelbyville; Price, 
$0 (Deed).

L o c a t i o n :  G r e e n -
way From Duck River; 
Seller, Bedford Coun-
ty Tennessee, Bedford 
County Mayor; Buyer,  
City of Shelbyville; Price, 
$0 (Deed).
File date: July 31

Location: 929 Horse 
Mountain Rd; Seller, Ger-
aldine P Hampton, Thom-
as N Hampton; Buyer,  
Dwayne Columbia; Price, 
$200,000 (Deed).

L o c a t i o n :  H i g h -
way 231; Seller, Ben-
nie L Hoover; Buyer,  
Z i la s  P i ne d a;  P r ic e , 
$950,000 (Deed).

L o c a t i o n :  1 0 7 
Doak St; Seller, Jonie 
M c k e n l e y ;  B u y e r ,  
Steven F Mccord, Julie M 
Mccord; Price, $299,000 
(Deed).

Location: 2511 Unionville 
Deason Rd; Seller, Rafael A 
Bush, Latrice Bush; Buyer,  
Anthony Castellanos, 
Lourdes Acosta; Price, 
$379,000 (Deed).

L ocat ion: 127 Deer 
Point Rd; Seller, Carlea B 
Brooks, Carlea B Simons, 
William Brooks; Buyer,  
Joshua T Maxwell, Am-
ber K Maxwell; Price, 
$400,000 (Deed).

S e l l e r ,  S h e l i a 
D el k  Sh aver;  Buyer,  
Amy Clarke, CCameron 
Clarke; Price, $0 (QD).

Location: Spring St; 
Seller, James E Tate Jr, 
Nancy Diane Tate Binkley, 
Nancy June Tate; Buyer,  
City of Shelbyville; Price, 
$25,000 (QD).

L o c at ion:  102 Bel l 
Buckle Wartrace; Sell-
er, Kenneth Rich; Buyer,  
Javier Olvera Servin, Mir-
iam Arreola Vega; Price, 
$250,000 (Deed).
File date: August 3

Location: 200 East Black-
man Blvd; Seller, Kathleen 
Connolly Hennessy; Buyer,  
Sanam 1 LLC; Pr ice, 
$1,055,000 (Deed).

Location: Unionville 
Poplins Cross Rd; Sell-
er,  K i mb erly  Mi shel 
Belteton Fernandez; Buyer,  
Randy Sexton, Jerika 
Moore, Sure Moore, Andy 
Williams; Price, $325,000 
(Deed).

L o c a t i o n :  H a p -
py Val ley Rd; Sel ler, 
Jan B Rowlette; Buyer,  

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Estate of Diana W. Willis, Deceased

Notice is hereby given that on July 24, of 2026 Letter of Ad-
ministration in respect of the estate of Diana W. Willis, who died 
04/1/2026, were issued to the undersigned by the Bedford Coun-
ty Chancery Court of Bedford County, Tennessee. All persons, 
resident and Non-resident, having claims, matured or unmatured, 
against the estate are required to file the same with the Clerk of 
the above-named Court on or before the earlier of the dates pre-
scribed in (1) or (2) otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1) (A) Four (4) months from the date of the first publication (or 
posting, as the case may be) of this notice if the creditor received 
an actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty (60) days 
before the date that is four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication (or posting); or

    (B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor received an 
actual copy of the notice to creditors if the creditor received the 
copy of the notice less than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is 
four (4) months from the date of the first publication (or posting) as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s date of death.
This the 24thday of July, 2026.
/s/ Tonya Wells, Executrix
/s/ Megan K. Trott, Attorney
/s/ Curt M. Cobb, Clerk and Master/Deputy Clerk             (862tp)

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Estate of Gary Lee Adcock, Deceased

Notice is hereby given that on July 24, of 2026 Letter of Ad-
ministration in respect of the estate of Gary Lee Adcock, who died 
06/19/2026, were issued to the undersigned by the Bedford Coun-
ty Chancery Court of Bedford County, Tennessee. All persons, 
resident and Non-resident, having claims, matured or unmatured, 
against the estate are required to file the same with the Clerk of 
the above-named Court on or before the earlier of the dates pre-
scribed in (1) or (2) otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1) (A) Four (4) months from the date of the first publication (or 
posting, as the case may be) of this notice if the creditor received 
an actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty (60) days 
before the date that is four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication (or posting); or

    (B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor received an 
actual copy of the notice to creditors if the creditor received the 
copy of the notice less than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is 
four (4) months from the date of the first publication (or posting) as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s date of death.
This the 24th day of July, 2026.
/s/ Dustin Adcock, Administrator
/s/ W. Andrew Bobo, Bobo, Hunt & White, Attorney
/s/ Curt M. Cobb, Clerk and Master/Deputy Clerk             (862tp)

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Estate of Ronald T. Jackson, Deceased

Notice is hereby given that on July 24, of 2026 Letter of Admin-
istration in respect of the estate of Ronald T. Jackson, who died 
07/4/2026, were issued to the undersigned by the Bedford Coun-
ty Chancery Court of Bedford County, Tennessee. All persons, 
resident and Non-resident, having claims, matured or unmatured, 
against the estate are required to file the same with the Clerk of 
the above-named Court on or before the earlier of the dates pre-
scribed in (1) or (2) otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1) (A) Four (4) months from the date of the first publication (or 
posting, as the case may be) of this notice if the creditor received 
an actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty (60) days 
before the date that is four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication (or posting); or

    (B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor received an 
actual copy of the notice to creditors if the creditor received the 
copy of the notice less than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is 
four (4) months from the date of the first publication (or posting) as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s date of death.
This the 24 th day of July, 2026.
/s/ Kenneth Grant Jackson, Executor
/s/ John T. Bobo, Bobo, Hunt & White, Attorney
/s/ Curt M. Cobb, Clerk and Master/Deputy Clerk             (862tp)

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Estate of Sylvia C. Wilkins, Deceased

Notice is hereby given that on July 24, of 2026 Letter of Ad-
ministration in respect of the estate of Sylvia C. Wilkins, who died 
05/19/2026, were issued to the undersigned by the Bedford Coun-
ty Chancery Court of Bedford County, Tennessee. All persons, 
resident and Non-resident, having claims, matured or unmatured, 
against the estate are required to file the same with the Clerk of 
the above-named Court on or before the earlier of the dates pre-
scribed in (1) or (2) otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1) (A) Four (4) months from the date of the first publication (or 
posting, as the case may be) of this notice if the creditor received 
an actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty (60) days 
before the date that is four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication (or posting); or

    (B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor received an 
actual copy of the notice to creditors if the creditor received the 
copy of the notice less than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is 
four (4) months from the date of the first publication (or posting) as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s date of death.
This the 24th day of July, 2026.
/s/ Shannon Taylor, Executor
/s/ Megan K. Trott, Attorney
/s/ Curt M. Cobb, Clerk and Master/Deputy Clerk             (862tp)

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Estate of Nellie Mearse, Deceased

Notice is hereby given that on July 24, of 2026 Letter of Ad-
ministration in respect of the estate of Nellie Mearse, who died 
07/3/2026, were issued to the undersigned by the Bedford Coun-
ty Chancery Court of Bedford County, Tennessee. All persons, 
resident and Non-resident, having claims, matured or unmatured, 
against the estate are required to file the same with the Clerk of 
the above-named Court on or before the earlier of the dates pre-
scribed in (1) or (2) otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1) (A) Four (4) months from the date of the first publication (or 
posting, as the case may be) of this notice if the creditor received 
an actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty (60) days 
before the date that is four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication (or posting); or

    (B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor received an 
actual copy of the notice to creditors if the creditor received the 
copy of the notice less than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is 
four (4) months from the date of the first publication (or posting) as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s date of death.
This the 24 th day of July, 2026.
/s/ Betty Ann Rogers, Executrix
/s/ John T. Bobo, Bobo, Hunt & White, Attorney
/s/ Curt M. Cobb, Clerk and Master/Deputy Clerk             (862tp)

IN THE CHANCERY COURT OF BEDFORD COUNTY, 
TENNESSEE AT SHELBYVILLE 

GLORIA D. SCALES JOHNSON, 	 )
GEORGE E. SCALES, JR., and 	 )
CLARENCE W. SCALES, 		 )
Petitioners, 			   )
vs.				    )	 No. 35.826
The Heirs of Michael Scales, Sr., 	 )
and Michael Jerome Smith 	 )
Respondents. 			   )

ORDER FOR PUBLICATION IN LIEU OF PERSONAL SERVICE 
This cause came on to be heard upon the Motion for Publica-

tion and Affidavit for Publication and support thereof, the entire 
record from all of which the Court finds that publication should be 
issued in accordance with the Motion. 

IT IS, THEREFORE, ORDERED, that publication be made for 
them for four (4) consecutive weeks in the Shelbyville Times Ga-
zette, a newspaper of general circulation published in Shelbyville, 
Tennessee, notifying them to file a written plea or answer to the 
petition in this cause with the Court at the Judicial Center in Shel-
byville, Tennessee, and serve a copy thereof with Petitioners’ At-
torney, W. Andrew Bobo, of Shelbyville, Tennessee, on or before 
30 days from the last date of publication herein, and if you fail to do 
so, the Petitioners will apply to the Court for judgment by default 
against you for the relief demanded in the Petition and this cause 
will be set for hearing, ex-parte. 

ENTERED this 24 day of July 
APPROVED FOR ENTRY: 
BOBO, HUNT & WHITE 
/s/ W. Andrew Bobo, BPR #022443 
Attorney for Petitioners 
P. O. Box 169 
111 North Spring St., Suite 202 
Shelbyville, TN 37162 
(931) 684-4611 
RECEIVED FROM Chancellor Cox 
DATE 7-24-206
FILED & ENTERED IN MINUTE BOOK 298 PAGE 590 
/s/ Angela Hayes, Dep CLERK AND MASTER (864tc)

DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC 
LIBRARY SERVICES 

SHELBYVILLE - BEDFORD COUNTY 
PUBLIC LIBRARY 

SHELBYVILLE, TENNESSEE 
The Board of Trustees of the Shelbyville-Bedford 

County Public Library in Shelbyville, Tennessee,  a Lev-
el V library, is seeking an energetic, strategic thinker 
with an eye to the future, an  exceptional collaborator, 
and an innovator to serve as Director of Public Services 

The Director will also be responsible for: 
• Planning and directing the overall operations and 

management of the library 
• Implementation of the mission, vision and goals of 

the Library as set by the Board of  Trustees 
• Working with local funding bodies, the Library 

Foundation, Friends of the Library and  other commu-
nity groups. 

Qualifications: Preferred qualifications include a 
Master’s Degree in Library Science from an ALA  ac-
credited institution; three years of progressively respon-
sible library leadership; excellent  interpersonal and 
communication skills; experience in fiscal planning and 
management;  comprehensive knowledge of current 
library trends, technology and practice for public librar-
ies.  Applicant should have a bachelor’s degree from 
an accredited college or university, but someone  with 
equivalent experience will be considered. 

Compensation: Salary is negotiable and will be 
commensurate with experience and  qualifications, 
which includes health insurance, retirement, vacation, 
and sick leave. 

A more detailed job advertisement can be found at 
https://sbcplibrary.org 

Please submit cover letter, resume, and contact in-
formation for three professional references by electron-
ic submission to: Jennifer Templeton, Chair, Personnel 
Committee, Board of Trustees,  jtempleton@templeton-
ins.com 

Shelbyville-Bedford County Public Library is an 
Equal Opportunity Employer.
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Support Local Sports Coverage 
in the 2026 Bedford County 
High School Football Preview

S H E L B Y V I L L E , 
Tenn. –  As the calen-
dar flips over into Au-
gust, football season is 
right around the corner. 
The Shelbyville Central 
Golden Eagles, Cas-
cade Champions, and 
Community Vikings all 
kick off the 2026 cam-
paign on Friday, August 
21, and the Shelbyville 
Times-Gazette is work-
ing hard to produce an 
in-depth season pre-
view for each of the 
three teams for the sec-
ond-consecutive year.

All three programs 
deserve an unwavering 
commitment to provide 

in-depth and compre-
hensive coverage this 
upcoming season. De-
spite playing in one of 
the toughest regions in 
the state, the Golden Ea-
gles are looking like a se-
rious contender to qual-
ify for the playoffs once 
again. Cascade is en-
tering Year Three of the 
Carkuff era, and the pro-
gram has an established 
star at quarterback hop-
ing to lead the Champi-
ons to the postseason for 
the first time since 2023. 
Meanwhile, the Vikings 
are continuing to lay the 
groundwork for contin-
ued growth and success 
under second-year head 
coach Glenn Tidwell.

To cover all of that be-
fore the first ball is kicked 

off, we are requesting 
some assistance. The 
Times-Gazette is look-
ing for sponsors for the 
prestigious 2026 Bed-
ford County High School 
Football Preview spe-
cial, and the deadline is 
August 10th. If you or 
someone you know is 
interested in supporting 
quality, local sports cov-
erage, please contact our 
office at 931-684-1200, 
or reach out to our spon-
sorship representatives 
at noah@richardsonme-
diagroup.net, dawn@
richardsonmediagroup.
net, or renee@richards-
onmediagroup.net. 

MURFREESBORO, 
Tenn. – Highlight-
ed by road matchups 
against Southeastern 
Conference opponents 
Tennessee and Auburn, 
along with tournament 
appearances at the Jack-
sonville Classic and the 
Cherokee Invitational, 
the Middle Tennessee 
women’s basketball team 
announced its complete 
2026-27 non-conference 
schedule Tuesday morn-
ing.

“We intentionally built 
a non-conference sched-
ule that will challenge us 
from day one,” said Head 
Coach Matt Insell. “Play-
ing quality opponents 
early gives our team an 
opportunity to grow, 
learn about ourselves, 
and establish the stan-
dard we want to play to 
throughout the season. 
Every game is a chance 
to get better, and that’s 
exactly what we want 
from our non-confer-
ence schedule.”

Middle Tennessee 
opens the regular sea-
son at home against 

Saint Louis on Nov. 2 
before making the short 
trip west to face Mem-
phis on Nov. 6. The Blue 
Raiders will then head to 
Knoxville for a matchup 
against Tennessee on 
Nov. 12 before return-
ing to the Glass House to 
host Tennessee Tech on 
Nov. 16.

The Blue Raiders con-
tinue their challenging 
early-season slate with 
a trip to Auburn on Nov. 
20 before traveling to 
Jacksonville, Florida, for 
the Jacksonville Classic. 
Middle Tennessee will 
face two opponents to be 
announced on Nov. 23 
and Nov. 25.

Following the Thanks-
giving tournament, the 
Blue Raiders return 
home for three consec-
utive games, welcoming 
Lipscomb on Nov. 30, 
Southern Indiana on 
Dec. 3 and Wichita State 
on Dec. 6.

Following the three-
game homestand, Mid-
dle Tennessee travels to 
Nashville to take on Bel-
mont on Dec. 13 before 
returning to the Glass 
House to host former 

Conference USA rival 
Rice on Dec. 17.

The Blue Raiders will 
conclude non-confer-
ence play at the Cherokee 
Invitational in Cherokee, 
North Carolina, taking 
on Tulsa on Dec. 20 be-
fore facing South Florida 
on Dec. 21.

2026-27 Middle Ten-
nessee Women’s Bas-
ketball Non-Conference 
Schedule:

• Nov. 2 – Saint Louis
• Nov. 6 – at Memphis
• Nov. 12 – at Tennes-

see
• Nov. 16 – Tennessee 

Tech

• Nov. 20 – at Auburn
• Nov. 23 – TBA (Jack-

sonville Classic – Jack-
sonville, Fla.)

• Nov. 25 – TBA (Jack-
sonville Classic – Jack-
sonville, Fla.)

• Nov. 30 – Lipscomb
• Dec. 3 – Southern In-

diana (Education Day)

• Dec. 6 – Wichita 
State

• Dec. 13 – at Belmont
• Dec. 17 – Rice
• Dec. 20 – Tulsa 

(Cherokee Invitational – 
Cherokee, N.C.)

• Dec. 21 – South Flori-
da (Cherokee Invitation-
al – Cherokee, N.C.)

Blue Raiders WBB Announce 
2026-27 Non-Conference Slate

MT ATHLETICS

BY NOAH MADDOX
noah@richardsonmed-

iagroup.net

MURFREESBORO, 
Tenn. –  As part of the 
non-conference slate of 
competitions, Middle 
Tennessee men’s bas-
ketball will travel to the 
U.S. Virgin Islands to 
take part in the 2026 
Paradise Jam November 
20-23.

The tournament fea-
tures Temple, Indiana 
State, Stephen F. Austin, 
UT Martin, Southern Il-
linois, East Carolina and 
Utah Valley as potential 
opponents for the Blue 
Raiders. MTSU will play 
the first game of the tour-

nament against Temple 
on Nov. 20 at 11:30 a.m. 
CT, with the multi-team 
event taking on the form 
of a true tournament 
bracket. The meeting 
with the Owls is set to 
be the first time the two 
have met head-to-head 
in program history.

The 2026 edition of 
the tournament will 
mark the second overall 
appearance for Middle 
Tennessee, though the 
first for head coach Nick 
McDevitt. The last time 
the program competed, 
they took on Alabama, 
Toledo and College of 
Charleston in 2006.

For all Blue Raider 

fans interested in trav-
eling to St. Thomas to 
cheer on the team, Par-
adise Jam Fan Packag-
es are available now to 
purchase. The packages 
offer fans an incredible 
opportunity to immerse 
themselves in the excite-
ment of the tournament 
while supporting the 
Blue Raiders. For those 
not interested in fan 
packages, tournament 
and single day passes are 
also available for pur-
chase.

The remainder of 
non-conference match-
ups will be announced at 
a later date. 

MTSU Men’s Basketball to take 
part in 2026 Paradise Jam

MT ATHLETICS

Photo courtesy of MT Athletics.
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Support Local Sports Coverage 
in the 2026 Bedford County 
High School Football Preview

S H E L B Y V I L L E , 
Tenn. –  As the calen-
dar flips over into Au-
gust, football season is 
right around the corner. 
The Shelbyville Central 
Golden Eagles, Cas-
cade Champions, and 
Community Vikings all 
kick off the 2026 cam-
paign on Friday, August 
21, and the Shelbyville 
Times-Gazette is work-
ing hard to produce an 
in-depth season pre-
view for each of the 
three teams for the sec-
ond-consecutive year.

All three programs 
deserve an unwavering 
commitment to provide 

in-depth and compre-
hensive coverage this 
upcoming season. De-
spite playing in one of 
the toughest regions in 
the state, the Golden Ea-
gles are looking like a se-
rious contender to qual-
ify for the playoffs once 
again. Cascade is en-
tering Year Three of the 
Carkuff era, and the pro-
gram has an established 
star at quarterback hop-
ing to lead the Champi-
ons to the postseason for 
the first time since 2023. 
Meanwhile, the Vikings 
are continuing to lay the 
groundwork for contin-
ued growth and success 
under second-year head 
coach Glenn Tidwell.

To cover all of that be-
fore the first ball is kicked 

off, we are requesting 
some assistance. The 
Times-Gazette is look-
ing for sponsors for the 
prestigious 2026 Bed-
ford County High School 
Football Preview spe-
cial, and the deadline is 
August 10th. If you or 
someone you know is 
interested in supporting 
quality, local sports cov-
erage, please contact our 
office at 931-684-1200, 
or reach out to our spon-
sorship representatives 
at noah@richardsonme-
diagroup.net, dawn@
richardsonmediagroup.
net, or renee@richards-
onmediagroup.net. 

MURFREESBORO, 
Tenn. – Highlight-
ed by road matchups 
against Southeastern 
Conference opponents 
Tennessee and Auburn, 
along with tournament 
appearances at the Jack-
sonville Classic and the 
Cherokee Invitational, 
the Middle Tennessee 
women’s basketball team 
announced its complete 
2026-27 non-conference 
schedule Tuesday morn-
ing.

“We intentionally built 
a non-conference sched-
ule that will challenge us 
from day one,” said Head 
Coach Matt Insell. “Play-
ing quality opponents 
early gives our team an 
opportunity to grow, 
learn about ourselves, 
and establish the stan-
dard we want to play to 
throughout the season. 
Every game is a chance 
to get better, and that’s 
exactly what we want 
from our non-confer-
ence schedule.”

Middle Tennessee 
opens the regular sea-
son at home against 

Saint Louis on Nov. 2 
before making the short 
trip west to face Mem-
phis on Nov. 6. The Blue 
Raiders will then head to 
Knoxville for a matchup 
against Tennessee on 
Nov. 12 before return-
ing to the Glass House to 
host Tennessee Tech on 
Nov. 16.

The Blue Raiders con-
tinue their challenging 
early-season slate with 
a trip to Auburn on Nov. 
20 before traveling to 
Jacksonville, Florida, for 
the Jacksonville Classic. 
Middle Tennessee will 
face two opponents to be 
announced on Nov. 23 
and Nov. 25.

Following the Thanks-
giving tournament, the 
Blue Raiders return 
home for three consec-
utive games, welcoming 
Lipscomb on Nov. 30, 
Southern Indiana on 
Dec. 3 and Wichita State 
on Dec. 6.

Following the three-
game homestand, Mid-
dle Tennessee travels to 
Nashville to take on Bel-
mont on Dec. 13 before 
returning to the Glass 
House to host former 

Conference USA rival 
Rice on Dec. 17.

The Blue Raiders will 
conclude non-confer-
ence play at the Cherokee 
Invitational in Cherokee, 
North Carolina, taking 
on Tulsa on Dec. 20 be-
fore facing South Florida 
on Dec. 21.

2026-27 Middle Ten-
nessee Women’s Bas-
ketball Non-Conference 
Schedule:

• Nov. 2 – Saint Louis
• Nov. 6 – at Memphis
• Nov. 12 – at Tennes-

see
• Nov. 16 – Tennessee 

Tech

• Nov. 20 – at Auburn
• Nov. 23 – TBA (Jack-

sonville Classic – Jack-
sonville, Fla.)

• Nov. 25 – TBA (Jack-
sonville Classic – Jack-
sonville, Fla.)

• Nov. 30 – Lipscomb
• Dec. 3 – Southern In-

diana (Education Day)

• Dec. 6 – Wichita 
State

• Dec. 13 – at Belmont
• Dec. 17 – Rice
• Dec. 20 – Tulsa 

(Cherokee Invitational – 
Cherokee, N.C.)

• Dec. 21 – South Flori-
da (Cherokee Invitation-
al – Cherokee, N.C.)

Blue Raiders WBB Announce 
2026-27 Non-Conference Slate

MT ATHLETICS

BY NOAH MADDOX
noah@richardsonmed-

iagroup.net

MURFREESBORO, 
Tenn. –  As part of the 
non-conference slate of 
competitions, Middle 
Tennessee men’s bas-
ketball will travel to the 
U.S. Virgin Islands to 
take part in the 2026 
Paradise Jam November 
20-23.

The tournament fea-
tures Temple, Indiana 
State, Stephen F. Austin, 
UT Martin, Southern Il-
linois, East Carolina and 
Utah Valley as potential 
opponents for the Blue 
Raiders. MTSU will play 
the first game of the tour-

nament against Temple 
on Nov. 20 at 11:30 a.m. 
CT, with the multi-team 
event taking on the form 
of a true tournament 
bracket. The meeting 
with the Owls is set to 
be the first time the two 
have met head-to-head 
in program history.

The 2026 edition of 
the tournament will 
mark the second overall 
appearance for Middle 
Tennessee, though the 
first for head coach Nick 
McDevitt. The last time 
the program competed, 
they took on Alabama, 
Toledo and College of 
Charleston in 2006.

For all Blue Raider 

fans interested in trav-
eling to St. Thomas to 
cheer on the team, Par-
adise Jam Fan Packag-
es are available now to 
purchase. The packages 
offer fans an incredible 
opportunity to immerse 
themselves in the excite-
ment of the tournament 
while supporting the 
Blue Raiders. For those 
not interested in fan 
packages, tournament 
and single day passes are 
also available for pur-
chase.

The remainder of 
non-conference match-
ups will be announced at 
a later date. 

MTSU Men’s Basketball to take 
part in 2026 Paradise Jam

MT ATHLETICS

Photo courtesy of MT Athletics.
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MURFREESBORO, 
Tenn. – Middle Tennes-
see Athletics announced 
today the Class of 2026 
Blue Raider Hall of Fame 
inductees. The six-mem-
ber class will bring the 
total number of Blue 
Raider Hall of Fame 
members to 199.

The six individuals 
will be inducted into the 
Blue Raider Hall of Fame 
during a ceremony on 
Nov. 6, prior to the foot-
ball game against WKU 
on Nov. 7. More details 
about the event will be 
announced at a later date 
on GoBlueRaiders.com.

The Class of 2026 in-
cludes:

John Ampomah, track 
– Competed as a javelin 
thrower from 2014 to 
2016 and was the Na-
tional Runner-Up in the 
javelin at the 2015 NCAA 
Championships. Ampo-
mah, from Accra, Ghana, 
owns the career record 
throw for MTSU with a 
mark of 81.55m and was 
the CUSA champion in 
2015 and 2016. The first 
back-to-back event win-
ner at the Penn Relays 
in MTSU history, Ampo-
mah was the Outstand-
ing Field Performer/
Field Athlete of the Year 
in 2015.

Paige (Goeglein) Da-
vis, soccer – The 2012 
Sun Belt Conference 
Offensive Player of the 
Year, Davis played for 
the Blue Raiders from 
2009 to 2012, helping 
lead the program to a 
49-29-6 record. The Fort 
Wayne, Indiana, native 
ranks seventh in pro-
gram history in points, is 
tied for third in match-
es played, ranks fourth 
in game-winning goals, 
and is tied for 10th in 
goals scored. In 2012, 

Davis led the Blue Raid-
ers to a 14-5-1 record and 
a Sun Belt championship 
while scoring 32 points 
and setting a single-sea-
son school record with 
eight game-winning 
goals.

Izabela Kozon, volley-
ball – The former Sun 
Belt Conference Player 
of the Year and Honor-
able Mention All-Ameri-
can in 2010, helped lead 
the Blue Raiders to four 
NCAA Tournament ap-
pearances (2007, 2008, 
2009, 2010). Kozon fin-
ished her career ranked 
first in the 25-point ral-
ly scoring era in kills 
(1,330), kills per set 

(3.58), attacks (3,311), 
service aces (88), and 
double-doubles (33). A 
three-time all-confer-
ence selection, Kozon 
also earned Sun Belt 
Tournament MVP hon-
ors in 2010.

Clint Marks, football 
– A 36-game starter, 
Marks led the Blue Raid-
ers to their first-ever 
FBS bowl appearance in 
2006. The left-hander 
finished his career 
ranked second in school 
history in completion 
percentage (66.0), fourth 
in pass completions 
(668), fourth in passing 
yards (7,342), fourth in 
200-yard passing games 

(18), and seventh in 
touchdown passes (37). 
Marks guided MTSU to 
a share of the 2006 Sun 
Belt Conference cham-
pionship and became 
the first quarterback in 
school history to record 
back-to-back 2,000-yard 
passing seasons.

Ken Riley, men’s bas-
ketball – A two-time All-
OVC selection and team 
captain (1970-71), Riley 
is a member of MTSU’s 
1,000-point club and 
ranks 23rd in program 
history in scoring. He 
also ranks third in ca-
reer rebounds (924) and 
fourth in rebounding 
average (12.2 per game). 

Riley led the Blue Raid-
er freshman team in 
scoring and rebounding 
during the 1966-67 sea-
son with 398 points and 
353 rebounds. He also 
earned three letters in 
track.

Whit Turnbow, men’s 
golf – A former player, 
assistant coach and ad-
ministrator, Turnbow 
served as head men’s 
golf coach from 2007 
to 2015. He led the Blue 
Raiders to six NCAA Re-
gional appearances in 
eight seasons, one NCAA 
Championship appear-
ance (2008), a confer-
ence championship, and 
three conference Coach 

of the Year honors. His 
teams won 16 tourna-
ment titles and record-
ed 43 top-five finishes 
during his tenure. Turn-
bow coached 14 first-
team all-conference se-
lections, and his players 
earned National Player 
of the Week honors three 
times. His first team 
secured the program’s 
first-ever at-large berth 
to an NCAA Regional in 
2008 before advancing 
to the NCAA Division I 
Championship for the 
first time in school his-
tory. 

Photo courtesy of MT Athletics.

MTSU Announces Six-
Member 2026 Blue 
Raider Hall of Fame Class

MURFREESBORO, 
Tenn. – As part of 
BSN Sports’ continued 
partnership with MTSU 
Athletics, Blue Raider 
teams will launch pro-
gram-specific online 
stores throughout the 
year, giving fans the op-
portunity to purchase 
exclusive merchandise 
while directly support-
ing their favorite teams.

MTSU Football is the 
first program to unveil 
its season-long team 
store, highlighted by 
an exclusive “ALL IN” 
T-shirt featuring the 
program’s 2026 team 
motto. Available starting 
at just $24.99, the shirt 
gives Blue Raider fans 
an opportunity to show 
their support while em-
bracing the program’s 

2026 theme.
A portion of every pur-

chase made through the 
team store will directly 
benefit the football pro-
gram.

Throughout the sea-
son, fans will hear Head 
Coach Derek Mason em-
phasize the importance 
of being “ALL IN,” a 
mindset that reflects the 
commitment, account-
ability, and effort expect-
ed of the Blue Raiders on 
and off the field.

The “ALL IN” T-shirt 
has also been selected 
as the official White Out 
Game shirt for MTSU’s 
home opener against 
Murray State on Satur-
day, Sept. 5. Fans who 
purchase the shirt and 
wear it to the game will 
receive complimentary 
admission as part of the 
White Out celebration.

While the team store 

features a variety of 
MTSU Football apparel 
and merchandise op-
tions, only the official 
“ALL IN” White Out 
Game shirt qualifies 
fans for complimentary 
admission to the home 
opener against Murray 
State as part of the White 
Out promotion.

The online store will 
continue to feature new 
merchandise releases 
throughout the season 
tied to themed game 
days and special events. 
The next featured collec-
tion will honor MTSU’s 
Salute to Veterans and 
Armed Forces Game, 
providing additional 
opportunities for Blue 
Raider fans to show their 
support.

How to Receive Your 
White Out Game Tick-
et(s)

On Saturday, Sept. 5, 

wear your official “ALL 
IN” White Out Game 
shirt to Floyd Stadium 
and stop by the MT-
SU-branded tent near 
Gate 1 beginning two 

hours before kickoff.
When you arrive, sim-

ply show your “ALL IN” 
White Out Game shirt 
to a staff member at the 
tent to receive your re-

served-seat ticket. Then 
head into the stadium 
and cheer on the Blue 
Raiders! 

MT ATHLETICS

MTSU Football Launches Season-
Long Team Store Featuring 
Exclusive “ALL IN” White Out Shirt

MT ATHLETICS

Photo courtesy of MT Athletics.
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COOPER CHRISTIAN ACADEMY 
WELCOMES FAMILIES TO NEW FACILITY

Cooper Christian Academy held an open house earlier this week for its fami-
lies. School starts soon at the new facility off Madison Street.

RED SAND PROJECT 
MARKS ANOTHER MILESTONE

Bedford County Government Photo
On July 29, Bedford County Health Council held 

its 5th annual Red Sand project. The event this year 
was moved to The Fly Arts Center. The Red Sand 
Project raises awareness of human trafficking, which, 
according to the Tennessee Department of Health, is 
"the use of force, fraud or coercion to exploit some-
one for labor or sex." Dave Rogers, president of the 
health council, said the project was moved to The Fly 
this year in preparation for an expanded observance 
next year. If you know someone who needs help to 
escape trafficking, contact the Tennessee Human 
Trafficking Hotline at 855-558-6484 or the National 
Human Trafficking Hotline at 888-373-7888. You can 
also submit a tip online at www.ItHasToStop.com.

Thoughts about Bedford
Reprinted with 

permission
By Aaron White, 
Bridge Bedford

Sometimes we spend 
so much time looking 
for extraordinary plac-
es that we forget we’re 
standing in one.

Long before inter-
states stitched Ameri-
ca together, before GPS 
could tell us where to 
turn, a simple idea born 
in Shelbyville quietly be-
gan traveling.

In 1810, our commu-
nity introduced a town 
layout so practical, so in-
tentional, that it became 
known as the Shelbyville 
Plan.

What started here 

became a blueprint. 
Communities across the 
South, the Midwest, and 
Texas looked to Shel-
byville and said, “Let’s 
build ours like that.”

Think about that for a 
moment.

We often celebrate 
what arrives in Bedford 
County, but sometimes 
we forget to celebrate 
what left here.

An idea.
One that shaped 

downtowns, welcomed 
businesses, created 
gathering places, and in-
fluenced generations of 
communities that most 
of us will never visit.

That’s the beauty of 
legacy.

It isn’t always loud 

enough to make the his-
tory books. Sometimes 
it’s simply an idea so well 
designed that people 
hundreds of miles away 
decide it’s worth repeat-
ing.

Every time I stand on 
our square, I’m remind-
ed that Bedford Coun-
ty has never just been a 
place on a map.

It has been a place 
where ideas begin.

The next idea that 
shapes a community 
may already be sitting 
in someone’s notebook, 
workshop, classroom, or 
conversation right here 
in Bedford County. His-
tory has proven we’re 
capable of more than we 
sometimes believe.

SATURDAY
AUG. 8TH

2026
9-10:30 AM

first come first 
served while 
supples last

SCOTT'S CHAPEL 
UMC

940 MORTON 
STREET

SHELBYVILLE, TN
For More Information:

https://
scottchapelumc.org


