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Cascade Lady Champions 
are on a mission

As one of the most consis-
tent programs in Middle Ten-
nessee, Lady Champs look to 
continue success.

See Page 8A
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‘Battle of Bedford’
The Cascade Lady Cham-

pions complete ‘Battle of Bed-
ford’ regular season sweep 
against Viqueens.

See Page 10A

The Fly Art Center
The Fly will be holding many 

art classes from Sept. 27 until the 
end of October. A class for all skill 
levels will be available.

See Page 8A

BC student numbers drop but school board members not panicking
Other models of learning, homeschooling, seem to be contributing

Some able-bodied adults on 
SNAP may get the fiscal axe
New federal law updates 
SNAP work requirements 

County financials good
Positive numbers and lots of grants

Criminal Justice-still a chosen career path for many
The young to recovered are finding work in the field

By Dawn Hankins

Bedford County School 
System is down 240 students 
compared to this time last 
year, due in part apparently to 
several kids enrolling in other 
models of education like ho-
meschooling.

Terise Rhodes, school sys-
tem attendance supervisor, 
gave a report during Thurs-
day’s school board meeting 
about the number of students 
fleeing the public school sys-
tem to study in private or ho-
meschool education groups. 

The meeting was held in 
Liberty’s gym on the heels 
of the ribbon cutting for the 
school’s new educational ad-
dition. Several public officials, 
students and parents attended 

the event.
School Board Chair Mi-

chael Cook said from what 
he’s learned from some recent 
meetings, Bedford County 
isn’t in as crucial state as some 
counties when it comes to loss 
of students fleeing toward ho-
meschooling. 

Rhodes said some systems 
are experiencing a 20% drop 
in student population due to 
homeschools.

Cook said Bedford’s low 
percentage is a testament to 
the BC teachers, administra-
tors and staff and the great job 
they do every day.

Rhodes said the number of 
applications for homeschool or 
private school has increased 
by several hundred since last 
year. She continues to receive 

By Dawn Hankins

From grants to state sever-
ance tax dollars, the County 
is moving along with funding 
for several projects, County 
financial management reports 
indicated Tuesday.

As many people have re-
quested, the state mineral sev-
erance tax is now bringing a 
few extra dollars into County 
coffers.

In Tennessee, mineral sev-
erance tax is levied by coun-
ties on minerals severed from 
the ground. The tax rates are 
as follows:

For tax periods beginning 
prior to July 1, 2025: 15 cents 
per ton.

For tax periods beginning 
on or after July 1, 2025, and 
prior to July 1, 2030: 20 cents 
per ton.

For tax periods beginning 
on or after July 1, 2030, and 
prior to July 1, 2035: 25 cents 
per ton.

For tax periods beginning 
on or after July 1, 2035: 30 
cents per ton. 

One hundred percent of the 
revenue from this tax must be 
deposited into the county road 
fund and used for county road 
purposes. 

Bedford County, like Knox 
County, is opting for a higher 
mineral severance tax at 20 
cents per ton. Mark Clanton, 
road superintendent, made 

By Dawn Hankins
dawn@richardsonmediagroup.net

Facebook posts and other 
press releases talk about the 
jobs of the future being cyber-
netics and AI. Still, it’s pretty 
certain that some local folks 
still have lots of interest in the 
field of criminal justice.

Criminal Justice-II stu-
dents at Community High 
School recently competed in 
a local C.T.E. competition-one 
focused on conducting traffic 
stops. 

Students competed in mock 
traffic stops where they were 
required to correctly commu-
nicate radio traffic while si-
multaneously processing and 
administering correct proto-
col and procedures. 

The CJO students also 
learned how to maintain of-
ficer safety with the finished 
product resulting in a warn-
ing, citation and/or arrest.

While some might think 
a person arrested 39 times 
couldn’t even go into criminal 
justice-think again! Amy Mer-
lo, one of the first MRT grad-
uates at the local jail, recently 
talked a bit more about her 
new life and career.

Merlo, known as an MRT 
charter member these days, 
said this week that she’s cur-
rently in Jackson State Com-
munity College-a new venture 
she began in Sept of 2024. 
She’s studying criminal justice 
and says she “loves” every-
thing that she’s learning. 

She works at West Tennes-
see Healthcare as a recovery 
navigator and at Scarlet Rope 
part-time as a PRN. 

Terise Rhodes, attendance supervisor for Bedford County Schools, addressed the school board 
last Thursday about a student population decrease and homeschool and private school numbers.

PRETTY FALL SKY, LOTS OF RAIN
T-G Photo by Dawn Hankins

Fall officially began this week with a lot of rain in the area. 
But in between the storms, life is beautiful in the evening skies. 
Another 1–2+ inches of rain is possible through Thursday, ac-
cording to weather forecasts.

A NIGHT FOR 
PATRIOTS TO CELEBRATE!

BC Schools Communications Photo
Liberty School held its ribbon cutting last Thursday evening 

for its new addition. Several parents and students attended to 
mark the historic occasion. See more photos and a comment 
from the principal on page 2.

NASHVILLE – Tennessee 
Department of Human Ser-
vices (TDHS) announced Mon-
day updates to Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP) work requirements for 
Able-Bodied Adults Without 
Dependents (ABAWDs) fol-
lowing the passage of HR 1 in 
July 2025.

Upon implementation, 
the work requirements 
for the SNAP Able-Bodied 
Adults Without Dependents 
(ABAWDs) will require cus-
tomers to follow certain work 
rules to maintain SNAP eligi-

bility.  The updated ABAWD 
work rules will apply if adults:

•Are between 18 and under 
65 years old

• Do not have a disability
• Do not live with children 

under 14
ABAWD customers may 

only receive SNAP benefits 
for three months in a three-
year period unless they: Work, 
volunteer, or participate in a 
job training program at least 
20 hours a week (80 hours a 
month).

ABAWD customers may 

applications during the year; 
she will turn in all her docu-
mentation to the state Dec. 15.

Cook said the trend is not 
so much due to state vouchers 
but due to choices by parents 
for homeschool settings. He 

said perhaps there is a time 
when homeschooling is the 
best option.

School Board member Da-
vid Brown said while it doesn’t 
seem time to panic, the num-
bers do indicate a possible 

trend. He suggested the board 
continue to discuss this topic 
at future meetings.

Superintendent Tammy 
Garrett said state-wide, since 

“As a recovery navigator, I 
walk alongside others on their 
journey toward healing, of-
fering guidance, support, and 
lived experience. In doing so, 
I’ve learned the value of self-
lessness – sacrificing time, 
comfort, and sometimes even 
emotional energy – not be-
cause I have to, but because 
I’ve gained something greater: 
purpose, connection, and the 
chance to help someone else 
find their way.”

Merlo adds, “Here is some-
thing that I also carry that 
many people shy away from. I 
am a survivor of sex traffick-
ing. At first, I began exchang-
ing sex to support my addic-
tion. It felt like a choice at the 
time, a means of survival. But 
over time, that choice was tak-
en from me. Others saw my 
vulnerability and used it for Amy Merlo

Submitted Photo
Community High School Criminal Justice II students recently 
competed in a local C.T.E. competition-one focused on conduct-
ing traffic stops. Ethan Rowlett earned second place and Austin 
Brown earned first place. From left, CJ instructor Chris Hobbs, 
students Rowlett and Brown and Community Principal Robert 
Ralston.

their own gain, exploiting my 
addiction to control me.”

She explains that what 
started as a way to feed her 
habit became a trap – one 
where she was being used by 

that report Tuesday during the 
financial management com-
mittee meeting.

County Finance Director 
Robert Daniel said during 
this meeting that even though 
there isn’t a lot of revenue to 
show this time of year, sales 
tax was up $37,000 in August 
over the prior year.

EMS reports indicate grant 
dollars are coming up for that 
department.

Interest from the Opioid 
settlement is now coming in 
and will be placed in a sepa-
rate account. The national opi-
oid settlement is the result of 
some major pharmacies being 
sued for over prescribing opi-
oids. Bedford County was an-
nounced as a recipient of set-
tlement funding about 2 years 

See STUDENTS, 2A

See CAREER, 2A

See FINANCIALS, 2A See SNAP, 5A
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Thank you to all that entered the T-G Back-to-School Fuel 
Contest. We thank Gary King and his stores for sponsoring this 
contest. Winners of the gas cards (and likely very happy cus-
tomers) are as follows: Ann Watt-$500; Brandy Bowers-$100; 
Brandy Kurtz-$100; James Cobble-$100; Rita Ginther-$100; 
Janice Gregory-$100. Congratulations and thanks for enter-
ing!

GAS CARD 
WINNERS ANNOUNCED

Over 4,000 County voters click Curt Cobb for mayor
Thursday election turnout low; candidates happy with wins

Call it a cliché: 
There is a new sheriff in town
Nikia Elliott wins office in general election

By Dawn Hankins
dawn@richardsonmediagroup.net

During the recent general 
election, a total of 9,422 reg-
istered voters (out of 31,268) 
made their choice for govern-
ment leadership in the state 
primary and county general 
election. That’s a local turnout 
just over 30%. 

The ideal turnout percent-
age in an election is 70%, ac-
cording to most pew polls. 
Still, Bedford County May-
or-Elect Curt Cobb was so 
thankful for those who did 
turn out and vote, because 
voters put him over the top in 
the numbers.

“To the voters of Bedford 
County, thank you. I am tru-
ly humbled by your trust and 
support. Whether you voted 
for me or another candidate, I 
will be your mayor too. I will 
listen, work hard, and serve 
every citizen of Bedford Coun-
ty.”

He added, “Loren and I are 
incredibly grateful to everyone 
who supported, encouraged, 
and prayed for us along the 
way.”

According to the Election 

Commission, Cobb, an inde-
pendent on the August ballot, 
received a total of 4,024 votes 
(44.10% of total votes cast 
Thursday.)

“The campaign is over. Now 
the work begins. Thank you 
for this honor. I am ready to 
serve, and I believe Bedford 
County’s best days are still 
ahead.”

Troy K. Thompson, now an 
outgoing County Commission-
er, opted to run for mayor and 
lost to Cobb with just 23.61 % 
of votes cast. 

See the full list of County 
Commissioners to take office 
in September on page 2 today. 
And a post-election column on 
page 3.

Republican mayoral can-
didate Chad Fletcher won the 
spring primary and was going 
strong for his party. But the 
school system employee took 
seriously ill during a forum 
prior to the election. Fletch-
er withdrew his candidacy, 
due to his health, but by state 
law had to remain on the bal-
lot. Had he been declared the 
winner of the general election 
on Thursday, and then with-
drew his name afterwards, the 

County Commission would 
have had the task of selecting 
its candidate for mayor. 

Fletcher still received 1,040 
votes on election day. He 
placed second, overall, in the 
general election with a total of 
2,231 votes (24.45%.) This is 
including his early and absen-
tee voting numbers.

Cobb ran for County may-
or on a platform consisting 
of three principles, which he 
shared in a recent story with 
T-G readers:  1. Strengthen the 
local economy 2.  Safer com-
munities and schools 3. Infra-
structure.   

Whether it was one or all 
three of those principles or 
perhaps his experience at the 
state level and or his years 
of serving the community as 
clerk and master. Or perhaps 
it was because his family has 
served this community in var-
ious areas for decades; his dad 
was a local judge and his mom 
is a retired educator.

Whatever the reason, local 
voters chose independent can-
didate Cobb to be their gov-
ernment leader for the next 4 

By Dawn Hankins
dawn@richardsonmediagroup.net

He’s been deputy chief, 
now he’s putting on the badge 
of sheriff. Nikia Elliott won 
last Thursday’s general elec-
tion for sheriff with 65.52% 
of the votes, according to the 
County Election Office.

A total of 9,223 votes were 
cast for sheriff, including 12 

write-ins. However, because 
those write-in candidates did 
not fill out official certificate 
of write-in, they are not re-
viewed by the Election Office.

A total of 6,043 votes 
(counting absentee and early 
voting) were cast just for El-
liott. 

The new sheriff will serve 
Bedford County the next 4 
years. Long-time sheriff Aus-

In loving memory 
of Patricia Farrar

513 Madison Street   •   931-684-2443
Serving Bedford, Moore, Marshall & Lincoln Counties Buy and Sell Real Estate

24 Hour Wrecker Service • 931-580-6355FARRAR RENTAL 931-684-5803

James Farrar Blue Jay Farrar Blue FarrarBrooke Anne Farrar

ICAC Task Force 
investigation

A thorough investigation 
has resulted in multiple 
arrests and the identification 
of two victims.

See Page 5A

Photo by Jay Graham
Mayor-elect Curt Cobb (left) is congratulated by outgo-

ing County Mayor Chad Graham, following Cobb’s win in the 
General Election on Thursday. Cobb will officially move over 
to the county executive office from clerk and master Sept. 1. 
Announcement is forthcoming from the Chancellor (Chancery 
Court) on Cobb’s vacated position.

A hot issue right now, data center moratoriums, part of Curt 
Cobb’s candidacy platform, seemed to build a strong bond with-
in the community and likely helped him get elected as county 
mayor on Thursday. The County Commission passed a reso-
lution on Tuesday night for a 1-year moratorium on local data 
centers.

Bedford County Sheriff-elect Nikia Elliott, left, takes time to 
share with an old friend, James “Wilkie” Wilkerson, on election 
night.

tin Swing is retiring.
Elliott’s opponent and fel-

low Bedford County Sheriff’s 
office employee, John Dale 
Sweeney, received 34.35% of 
total votes cast for sheriff. 

So, what does the local 
sheriff do?

The position of sheriff does 
not have a traditional corpo-
rate "job description" because 
they are constitutional, elect-
ed officials. Instead of a tra-
ditional job description, their 
role, power, and mandatory 
tasks are established by the 
Tennessee Constitution and 
state statutes, guided by re-
sources like County Tennes-
see Advisory Services (CTAS.)  
(Bedford County Govern-
ment.)

Below are just a few re-
quirements of the County 
sheriff, based on state law.

Minimum Qualifications 
(Reference Number: CTAS-
1226)

After July 1, 1981, any per-
son employed as a full-time 
deputy sheriff shall:

1. Be at least 18 years of 
age;

2. Be a citizen of the United 
States;

3. Be a high school gradu-
ate or possess its equivalency 
which shall include a gener-
al educational development 
(GED(R)) certificate;

4. Not have been convict-
ed of or pleaded guilty to or 
entered a plea of nolo conten-
dere to any felony charge or 

See ELECTION, 3A

See SHERIFF, 2A
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theft, dishonesty, gam-
bling, liquor, controlled 
substances or controlled 
substance analogues; 5. 
Not have been released 
or discharged under any 
other than honorable dis-
charge from any of the 
armed forces of the Unit-
ed States;

6. Have their finger-
prints on file with the 
Tennessee Bureau of In-
vestigation;

7. Have passed a phys-
ical examination by a li-
censed physician;

8. Have a good moral 
character as determined 
by a thorough investi-
gation conducted by the 
employing agency; and

9. Have been certified 
by a Tennessee licensed 
health care provider 
qualified in the psychiat-
ric or psychological field 
as being free from any 
impairment, as set forth 
in the current edition of 
the Diagnostic and Sta-
tistical Manual of Mental 
Disorders (DSM) of the 
American Psychiatric 
Association at the time 
of the examination, that 
would, in the profession-
al judgment of the ex-
aminer, affect the appli-
cant's ability to perform 
an essential function of 
the job, with or without 
a reasonable accommo-
dation.

It is the duty of the 
sheriff to ferret out, de-
tect, and prevent crime; 
to secure evidence of 
crimes; and to apprehend 
and arrest criminals. 
Pursuant to statute, the 
sheriff must furnish the 
necessary deputies to 
carry out these duties. 
T.C.A. §§ 8-8-213, 38-3-
102, and 38-3-108.

Each county is re-
quired by law to have a 
child protective team. 

T.C.A. § 37-1-607(a)(1). 
Pursuant to the same 
statute, each team must 
have a properly trained 
law enforcement officer 
with countywide juris-
diction (i.e., a deputy 
sheriff) from the county 
where the child resides 
or where the alleged of-
fense occurred. In addi-
tion, each team must be 
composed of one person 
from the Department of 
Children’s Services, one 
representative from the 
office of the district at-
torney general, and one 
juvenile court officer or 
investigator from a court 
of competent jurisdic-
tion. The team may also 
include a representative 
from

one of the mental 
health disciplines. T.C.A. 
§ 37-1-607(a)(2).

The teams conduct 
child protective investi-
gations of reported child 
sexual abuse and also 
support and provide ap-
propriate services to sex-
ually abused children. 
The team determines the 
level of risk for the child 
and the services, includ-
ing medical evaluations, 
psychological evalua-
tions and short-term psy-
chological treatment, and 
casework and coordina-
tion. The Department 
of Children’s Services 
is responsible for coor-
dinating the services of 
these teams. T.C.A. § 37-
1-607(a)(1).

Through legislation, 
the General Assembly 
has encouraged each 
sheriff to establish a 
child sex crime investi-
gation unit within the 
sheriff’s office for the 
purpose of investigat-
ing crimes involving the 
sexual abuse of children. 
T.C.A. § 37-1-603(b)(4)

(A)(v). To further this ob-
jective, as part of the an-
nual in-service training 
requirement the sheriff 
and every deputy sheriff 
must receive training in 
the investigation of cas-
es involving child sexu-
al abuse, including law 
enforcement response to 
and treatment of victims 
of such crimes. 

The sheriff is obligat-
ed to execute and return, 
according to law, the pro-
cess and orders of the 
courts of record, and of 
all officers of competent 
authority, with due dil-
igence, when delivered 
to the sheriff. The sher-
iff must attend upon all 
of the courts held in the 
county, cause the court-
room to be kept in or-
der and obey the lawful 
orders and directions 
of the court. The sheriff 
also may be ordered to 
levy execution upon a de-
fendant's property, first 
upon goods or chattels, if 
there are any, and land in 
order to satisfy judgment, 
and upon a surety's prop-
erty in the proper case. 
Many of the sheriff's du-
ties regarding service of 
process and other mat-
ters are detailed in T.C.A. 
§ 8-8-201. The sheriff is 
charged with the custody 
and security of the court-
house unless the county 
legislative body assigns 
this duty to someone else. 
T.C.A. § 5-7-108.

Law enforcement du-
ties, jail administration, 
and workhouse adminis-
tration are explained in 
detail under the Public 
Safety topic.

The sheriff must in-
teract with the county 
mayor and/or a finance/
budget director as well 
as the county legislative 
body regarding the sher-

Community
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SHERIFF� From page 1A

MEET YOUR COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

PICK UP THOSE ELECTION SIGNS!
T-G Photo by Dawn Hankins

State primary and general election signs have been spread over Tennessee, 
and this County, for the better part of a year. It is the responsibility of candi-
dates-those no longer running for office in November-to pick those up. See our 
publisher’s editorial today on page 3.
iff's budget and budget 
amendments. The exact 
procedures vary from 
county to county depend-
ing upon whether the 
county operates under a 
charter or optional gen-
eral law regarding bud-
geting or has a private act 
dealing with this subject. 
However, all sheriffs must 
submit budget requests 
in a timely manner in the 
first half of each calendar 
year for inclusion in the 
county's annual budget. 
Most counties have bud-
get committees that may 
recommend appropria-
tions for the sheriff's bud-
get that differ from the 
budget submitted by the 
sheriff. The county leg-
islative body determines 
the amount of the sher-
iff's budget, subject to 
certain restrictions, such 
as not reducing the sher-
iff's budget for personnel 
without the consent of 
the sheriff and following 
the requirements of any 
court order regarding a 
salary suit for deputies 

or assistants or any oth-
er lawsuit that may have 
been filed to require the 
county legislative body to 
fund an adequate jail or 
otherwise meet its stat-
utory or constitutional 
duties. In many coun-
ties, depending upon 
the applicable law, the 
county mayor has the 
authority to approve line 
item amendments to the 
sheriff's budget within 
major categories unre-
lated to personnel costs, 
whereas major category 
amendments require the 
approval of the county 
legislative body.

Since the sheriff waits 
upon the courts and 
serves process directed 
to the sheriff, the sheriff 
must interact with judg-
es and chancellors hold-
ing court in the county 
as well as with the clerks 
serving these courts.

Clerks of court rou-
tinely add sheriff's fees 
to the bills of costs that 
are prepared in each case 
and collect these fees 

along with the fees of the 
clerks of court and other 
costs. Also, the sheriff or 
deputy must go before an 
official deemed a "mag-
istrate" by state law to 
obtain arrest warrants, 
search warrants, and or-
ders to a jailer to incar-
cerate a prisoner (mitti-
mus).

The sheriff interacts 
with the office of the dis-
trict attorney general in 
the vast majority of coun-
ties wherein the sheriff 
has law enforcement du-
ties. It is the district at-
torney's office that pros-
ecutes criminal cases in 
the courts with criminal 
jurisdiction that are held 
in the county. Therefore, 
a good working relation-
ship with the district at-
torney's office is vital to 
successful law enforce-
ment in the county. The 
district attorney's office 
also has investigators 
who can be very valuable 
in helping the sheriff car-
ry out the sheriff's law 
enforcement duties.
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‘Leaving Bedford Better’
County Commissioners, Mayor, take a bow on final night of business

Paying cash for old-
er sports card col-
lections. Unopened 
spor ts card cases 
and boxes. Comic 
books and antique 
sports related items. 
Shelbyville 

931-492-4304

WANTED

By Dawn Hankins
dawn@richardsonmediagroup.net

Thank you to those who voted in the recent County election.
The community believed it was time for change and stood courageously.
I pray for those, for whatever reason, were unable to cast a vote.
The task is done. The rite of passage in former tenures is in the winds of 

history.
To match the mark of democracy takes courage, patience and fortitude.
You, the American voter, are greatly honored and appreciated, today.

We vote not because we're liberal or conservative, 
but because we are American citizens, and that is 
our responsibility.

GEORGE W. BUSH

By Dawn Hankins

During his last regu-
lar County Commission 
meeting Tuesday night, 
Mayor Chad Graham 
announced that a one-
year moratorium is now 
in place regarding data 
centers in Bedford Coun-
ty.

But the night was filled 
with sentiments more 
than anything, especial-
ly from outgoing County 
Commissioners. Greg 
Vick had a well-written 
speech he delivered to 
their fellow commission-
ers; he praised the work 
that has been done, es-
pecially in the 8 years by 
the County.

He said the Coun-
ty has been distressed 
over the years but is now 
considered a prospering 
county.  He told May-
or Graham that he has 
his “upmost respect and 
deep appreciation.”

Long-time Com-
missioners like Janice 
Brothers, Linda Yockey 
and Tony Smith were 
greatly honored for their 
public service. Graham 
talked about how long 
the Brothers have served 
the County, notable Jan-
ice’s late husband, Roger.

Graham said ironi-
cally, he never thought 
his Cascade high school 
teacher, Yockey, would 
one day be serving with 
him at the Courthouse.

Graham said outgoing 
Commissioner Bill An-
derson hugged him prior 
to the meeting.

Other Commissioners 
like Scott Johnson and 
Drew Hooker noted how 
much of a privilege it’s 
been to serve the com-
munity the last 4 years.

It was announced also 
by Graham that outgo-
ing Commissioner Adam 
Thomas is about to at-
tend medic school on be-

New Property Assessor
Emily Hodges

Trustee
Tonya Davis

Register of Deeds
Johnny Reed

Lokey re-elected
Bell Buckle Mayor

years.
Cobb, 54, previously 

served as a Democratic 
member of the Tennes-
see House of Repre-
sentatives for the 62nd 
district, which encom-
passes Bedford Coun-
ty and parts of Lincoln 
County and Rutherford 
County. Cobb began his 
service in the 103rd Ten-
nessee General Assem-
bly.

The now mayor-elect 
was a member of the 
House Commerce Com-
mittee, the House Health 
and Human Resourc-
es Committee, and the 
Joint Business Tax Com-
mittee. He also served as 
chair of the House Small 
Business Subcommit-
tee. In addition, he was 
a member of the Shel-
byville Zoning Commis-
sion. 

He formerly operated 
Cobb Realty and Auc-
tion, LLC, until it merged 
into Rowland & Cobb 

ELECTION� From page 1A

Photo by John Carney, Bedford County Government
Ending their time Tuesday night, with Bedford County Board of Commission, from left, Adam Thomas, 

Bill Anderson, Scott Johnson, Linda Yockey, Mayor Chad Graham, Troy Thompson, Janice Brothers, Tony 
Smith, Greg Vick and Drew Hooker.
half of the County.

Perhaps retired USAF 
Veteran and outgoing 
Commissioner Johnson 

said it best: “It takes 
a lot of courage to run 
for [public] office these 
days.”

Mayor Graham said 
while he and the Com-
missioners might not 
always have agreed, 

they were serving for the 
right reasons and in the 
end, truly “leaving Bed-
ford Better.”

Realtors. He has worked 
as both a real estate bro-
ker and auctioneer. 

Cobb graduated from 
Shelbyville Central High 
School. He obtained his 
associate of applied sci-
ence degree in electronic 
engineering technology 
from ITT Technical In-
stitute.

In 2009, Cobb re-
signed from his House 
seat, in his fourth term, 
to serve as Bedford 
County Clerk and Master 
(court clerk.)

His father, Ty Cobb, 
was judge over the Cir-
cuit Court here for many 
years. Cobb remembers 
walking the halls of the 
courthouse as a kid.

He said during his 
campaign this year, “It’s 
hard to believe it has 
been almost 23 years 
since my dad, Ty Cobb, 
passed away. I was bless-
ed beyond measure to 
have a dad I could also 
call my best friend. Even 
while battling cancer, he 
always had a smile on his 

AD VERITAS Daniel Richardson, Publisher/Owner

It’s Time to Get Those Signs Down
Well, for better or worse, 

the election is behind us.
First, congratulations to 

those who won. Running for 
public office—especially at 
the local level—is not easy. 
It takes a tremendous amount 
of time, energy and, often, 
money. Winning means the 
campaign is over and the much 
more difficult work of actually 
serving begins.

And to those who came 
up short, there is no shame in 
putting your name on a ballot 
and giving the voters a choice. 
Losing an election after months 
of work and anticipation has to 
be disappointing. Hopefully, 
after a little rest, many of 

those candidates will continue 
finding ways to serve their 
communities.

Now, winners and losers 
alike have one last campaign 
duty to perform.

It’s time to pick up the signs.
For months, our roadsides 

have been covered with them. 
Big signs. Little signs. Red 
ones. Blue ones. Homemade 
ones. Professionally printed 
ones. Signs tied to fences, 
driven into yards and clustered 
around seemingly every major 
intersection in the county.

That’s part of election 
season.

But election season is over.
Tennessee law places the 

responsibility on candidates 
to remove campaign signs that 
have been placed on highway 
rights-of-way or other publicly 
owned property within a rea-
sonable amount of time after 
an election, with three weeks 
being the outside limit.

Personally, I don’t think 
it should take anywhere near 
three weeks.

I’ve heard candidates say 
the morning after an election 
that they intended to have every 
sign picked up that day. That 
is certainly a noble goal, but 
I don’t think it is particularly 
realistic in a countywide race.

A serious campaign may 
have hundreds—or perhaps 

that is his business, subject, of 
course, to whatever local rules 
apply. If you want to leave it be-
side the Christmas decorations 
that are still hanging from the 
gutters in August, have at it.

But public property is pub-
lic property.

The temporary privilege 
of filling our roadsides with 
campaign advertising comes 
with an equally reasonable 
expectation that the advertising 
goes away once the campaign 
is finished.

It is partly a matter of ap-
pearance. After several months 
of campaigning, it is nice to 
see the community return to 
normal. The election has been 
decided. The advertisements 
have served their purpose. 
Now let’s get the roadsides 
cleaned up.

But I also think it says 
something about a candidate.

Putting up signs is easy 
when you want something 
from the voters. Taking them 
down after the voters have 
made their decision—especial-
ly when that decision did not go 
your way—is part of finishing 
what you started.

That may be an admittedly 
small measure of responsibili-
ty, but sometimes small things 
tell us something about larger 
habits.

I would not expect lo-
cal governments to spend 
much time or taxpayer money 
chasing down every leftover 
political sign. There are more 
important things for city and 
county employees to do.

And I certainly would not 
recommend that citizens start 
some wild campaign-sign 
vigilantism, pulling up signs 

wherever they find them. 
You may not know whether 
a particular sign is actually on 
public or private property, and 
there is no reason to create a 
confrontation over a piece of 
corrugated plastic.

Leave the cleanup to the 
campaigns and the appropriate 
authorities.

But candidates and their 
supporters should take respon-
sibility for what they put out.

If you helped put up signs, 
help take them down.

If someone allowed you to 
place one on private property, 
go retrieve it unless the prop-
erty owner wants to keep it.

Drive the routes you drove 
during the campaign and look 
for the ones you missed.

Three weeks may be the 
legal outside limit for signs on 
public property, but hopefully 
we won’t need anywhere near 
that long.

The voters have spoken. 
The winners have been con-
gratulated. The candidates 
who came up short can hold 
their heads high for having 
participated in the process.

Now there is just one thing 
left to do.

Everybody grab a pickup 
truck.

It’s time to get those signs 
down.

thousands—of signs scattered 
across a county. The candidate 
probably did not personally put 
every one of them out, and he 
or she probably has no idea 
where every last one ended up.

I don’t expect them all to 
disappear overnight.

But give it a week and make 
a good-faith effort.

Candidates had volunteers 
and supporters willing to 
spend evenings and weekends 
putting those signs out. Now 
is the time to send a few text 
messages, load up the truck 
and drive those same roads 
in reverse.

Think of it as the final 
campaign event.

Private property is another 
matter. If someone wants to 
keep a campaign sign in his 
yard long after the election, 

face. I still meet people 
who share stories of his 
kindness, humor, and 
the difference he made 
in their lives. Those con-
versations remind me 
that life is about people, 
relationships, and ser-
vice to others, and that 
a life lived in service 
leaves a lasting impact. I 
miss him every day and 
remain grateful for the 
example he set, which 
continues to inspire my 
own commitment to 
public service.”
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ASSEMBLY OF GOD
FIRST ASSEMBLY OF GOD
2510 Hwy. 231 N., 931-684-4809

HASKINS CHAPEL ASSEMBLY OF GOD
425 Haskins Chapel Rd., Lewisburg
931-388-7191

BAPTIST
BELVIEW BAPTIST
471 Troupe Rd., 931-684-3422

BETHANY BAPTIST
210 Richdale Lane, 931-684-8606

CALVARY BAPTIST
405 Lane Pkwy., 931-684-1870

CANNON BAPTIST
713 S. Cannon Blvd., 931-684-5442

EASTVIEW BAPTIST
404 S. Fairoak St., 931-684-9521

EDGEMONT BAPTIST
150 Fairfield Pike, 931-684-7676

EL BETHEL BAPTIST
1624 Hwy. 41A N., 931-684-0691

FAIR HAVEN BAPTIST
2726 Hwy. 231 N., 931-680-9803

FAITH BAPTIST
608 Neely Ave., 931-684-3764

FIRST BAPTIST
304 E. Depot St., 931-684-1634

FIRST BAPTIST
101 Webb Rd. E., Bell Buckle
931-389-9680

FRIENDSHIP BAPTIST
289 Hilltop Rd., 931-695-5119

GALILEE BAPTIST
917 Sevier St., 931-652-8543

GRACE BAPTIST CHURCH
1019 Madison St., Shelbyville
931-492-5037

HURRICANE CREEK BAPTIST
689 Elbethel Rd., 931-684-4754

GET THECoverage
YOU NEED!

• Auto • Home
• Life • Commercial

Templeton & Associates
Insurance

Kay, Zack & Jennifer
108 East Depot Street • 931-684-4380

Mullins Insurance

Things
Hap  en

Because...

p
Kathy Robertson
Mullins Insurance Agency
204 N. Main St
Shelbyville, Tn 37160

Phone: 931-684-7436 or 931-684-7489
Fax: 931-680-0322
Email: Mullins208@yahoo.com

Don Barnes
Realtor®

931-703-1022
DDBarnes@gmail.com

Cindy Barnes
Realtor®

931-703-3738
CindyCBarnes@gmail.com

ColdwellBankerSouthernRealty.com
  Each office is independently owned and operated.

This Devotional & 
Directory is made 
possible by these  
businesses who 

encourage all of us to  
attend worship services.

The Dinner The Dinner TableTable
201 Lane 201 Lane Pkwy, ShelbyvillePkwy, Shelbyville

931-684-5663931-684-5663
Open Monday-Saturday Open Monday-Saturday 6AM to 7PM, 6AM to 7PM, 

Sunday 10-2Sunday 10-2
Lunch buffet Lunch buffet every dayevery day

Pastors eat Pastors eat free on Sundayfree on Sunday

LUTHERAN
CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH
500 Elm Street, 931-684-0202

METHODIST
CANNON UNITED METHODIST
1001 S. Cannon Blvd., 931-684-4767

FIRST UNITED METHODIST
122 Public Square N., 931-684-2535
MULLINS CHAPEL AME
601 Ledbetter Rd., 931-685-4547

PLEASANT GROVE UNITED METHODIST
1597 Hwy. 130 W., 931-294-5477

SCOTT UNITED METHODIST
940 Morton St., 931-684-2297

ST. JOHNS AME
1512 Raby Ave., 931-684-9931

WHITESIDE UNITED METHODIST
2400 Midland Rd., 615-828-8292

WOODFORK CHAPEL AME
1011 Lipscomb St., 931-684-4817

NAZARENE
FIRST CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE
834 Union St., 931-684-3664

HILL TOP NAZARENE
1007 Smith Chapel Rd., 931-65-5234

HIMESVILLE CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE
1614 Hwy. 82 S., 931-694-6920

PENTECOSTAL
EMMANUEL PENTECOSTAL
1005 Belmont Ave., 931-685-6999

IGLESIA APOSTELIC PENTECOSTAL
2216 Hwy. 61 W., 931-680-1539

SHELBYVILLE UNITED PENTECOSTAL
1701 Green Lane, 931-685-9731

WHOSOEVER WILL PENTECOSTAL
219 E. Cedar St., 931-684-4384

PRESBYTERIAN
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN
600 N. Brittain St., 931-684-6541

GREEN HILL CUMBERLAND PRESBYTERIAN
1900 Unionville Deason Rd., Bell Buckle
931-294-2040

NORMANDY PRESBYTERIAN
108 Center St., Normandy, 931-857-9395

SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST
FIRST SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST
101 Church St., 931-685-9588

OTHER
ABUNDANT LIFE
600 Landers St., 931-703-0016

AGAPE WORSHIP CENTER
340 Maplewood Dr., 931-684-1243

BEREAN WAY CHRISITAN FELLOWSHIP
209 Thompson St., 931-703-7076

BLANKENSHIP COMMUNITY CHURCH
3602 Midland Rd., 931-437-2599

CHURCH AT ZION HILL
510 Thompson Rd., 931-581-4777

FELLOWSHIP FOR CHRIST
142 Richdale Lane, 931-684-0949

GATEWAY
1250 Madison St., 931-684-2794

HOUSE OF PRAYER
86 Union St., 931-703-5162

HOUSE OF PRAYER MINISTRY OF FAITH
907 W. Lane St., 931-639-1368

INTERNATIONAL HOUSE OF PRAYER
865 Union St., 931-607-8495

KING CHAPEL CHURCH AT UNION RIDGE
510 Union Ridge Rd., Wartrace, 931-389-6248

LIGHTHOUSE 
111 Church St., 931-684-4900

LIVING STONES COMMUNITY
304 Old Nashville Dirt Rd., 931-684-6883

LIVING WATER
3383 Hwy. 41A N. Unionville, 931-993-2477

MIRACLE TABERNACLE
507 Coble Circle, 931-224-5184

MOUNT VIEW
1331 Horse Mountain Rd., 931-685-0337

MULLIN CHAPEL
601 Ledbetter Rd., 931-685-4547

NUEVA VIDA
1304 Madison St., 931-580-0365

NEW LIFE 
111 Church St., 931-735-6720

PEOPLE’S CHURCH
1890 Madison St., 931-680-4880

THE SHELBYVILLE CHURCH
1014 W. Lane St., 931-492-4747

SHILOH OUTREACH CHURCH
2547 Hwy. 64 W., 931-684-0972

VICTORY CELEBRATION REVIVAL
1000 Colloredo Blvd., 931-680-0302

FIRST CHRISTIAN
309 Madison St., 931-684-7467

CHURCH OF CHRIST
BIRD STREET CHURCH OF CHRIST
428 Bird St., 931-684-3876

CHURCH OF CHRIST
115 High St., Bell Buckle
931-813-3079

EASTSIDE CHURCH OF CHRIST
1803 Madison St., 931-684-8521

FAIRFIELD CHURCH OF CHRIST
3521 Fairfield Pike, Wartrace
931-394-4090

FAIRLANE CHURCH OF CHRIST
101 Dow Dr., 931-684-1583

FLAT CREEK CHURCH OF CHRIST
1404 New Center Church Rd.
931-684-1360 

GREEN MEADOWS CHURCH OF CHRIST
355 Squire Hall Rd., 615-233-5420

RAUS CHURCH OF CHRIST
Smith Chapel Rd. Hwy. 13, 931-857-3362

SOUTHSIDE CHURCH OF CHRIST
108 Narrows Rd., 931-684-1805

WARTRACE CHURCH OF CHRIST
107 Bridgeview Ave., Wartrace
931-389-9496

CHURCH OF GOD
FIRST CHURCH OF GOD
278 Anthony Lane, 931-684-4646

NEW HALEY CHURCH OF GOD
2220 Patricia Dr., 931-685-1159

SHELBYVILLE CHURCH OF GOD
1014 W. Lane St., 931-492-4747

WHITTAKER CHURCH OF GOD
1200 Bethlehem Church Rd.,
423-618-9920

CHURCH OF GOD IN CHRIST
BRIGHT TEMPLE COGIC
516 Elm St., 931-684-7356

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST 
OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LDS
2508 Hwy. 231 N., 931-450-8848

EPISCOPAL
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE REDEEMER
203 Lane St., 931-684-5506

EVANGELICAL
EAST PARK EVANGELICAL
103 E. Pkwy., 256-278-8565

If you would like to 
update/change 

information, please 
email: 

renee@richardsonmediagroup.net

LONGVIEW BAPTIST
101 Cooper Rd., Unionville
931-294-2281

MIDLAND HEIGHTS BAPTIST
2706 Midland Rd., 931-680-0507

MOUNT ZION BAPTIST
101 Dow St., 931-684-1583

MT. ZION BAPTIST
506 Hill St., 931-684-5807

NEW BEGINNINGS BAPTIST
2027 Madison St., 931-703-9972

NEW BETHEL BAPTIST
1832 Hwy. 64 W., 615-684-5636

NORMANDY FIRST BAPTIST
100 Center St., Normandy,
931-857-3800

NORTH FORK BAPTIST
1641 Unionville Deason Rd., 
931-294-5610

ROVER BAPTIST
202 Baptist Church Rd., Eagleville
931-294-5840

SEVIER STREET FIRST BAPTIST
921 Sevier St., 931-684-7460

SHELBYVILLE FIRST BAPTIST
304 E. Depot St., 931-773-0145

SHELBYVILLE MILLS BAPTIST
900 Union St., 931-684-3625

SOUTHSIDE BAPTIST
900 S. Cannon Blvd., 931-684-6138

THOMPSON GROVE BAPTIST
2966 Sims Rd., 931-685-0025

TRINITY BAPTIST
1331 Horse Mountain Rd., 931-492-5480

TWIN OAKS BAPTIST
1710 Mount Herman Rd., Petersburg
931-993-8286

VICTORY INDEPENDENT BAPTIST
2200 N. Main St., 931-684-8114

CATHOLIC
ST. WILLIAM OF 
MONTEVERGINE CATHOLIC
500 S. Brittain St., 931-735-6004

ST. WILLIAMS CATHOLIC
719 N. Main St., 931-694-6154

CHRISTIAN
BETH SHAR SHALOM CHRISTIAN
207 April Lane, 931-680-9777
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BCS Communications Photo
The barn with the Community High School Ag Department is up and running! Students recently participat-

ed in a goat show. A 16-foot trailer is available, thanks to the Co-op!

AGRICULTURAL CAREER DREAMS HAPPENING

Dorothy Cast 
Allison

Dorothy Cast Alli-
son, a beloved moth-
er, grandmother, and 
friend, passed away 
peacefully on August 6, 
2026, at the age of 88. 
Born on October 25, 
1937, in Lawton, Okla-
homa, Dorothy was a 
vibrant spirit whose 
warmth and kindness 
touched the lives of ev-
eryone she met.

Dorothy was preced-
ed in death by her cher-
ished husband of 60 
years, Vernon Allison; 
sister Glenda Hurst; 
and her beloved grand-
daughter, Krista Foster. 
She leaves behind a lov-
ing family, including her 
son, Mark Allison; her 
daughter, Susan Alli-
son; as well as her trea-
sured grandchildren, 
and her treasured great 
grandchildren, who will 
forever hold her memo-
ry in their hearts.

A proud native of 
Lawton, Oklahoma, 
Dorothy found her sec-
ond home in Arizona, a 
place she loved dearly. 
She dedicated several 
years of her profession-
al life to Honeywell, 
where she was known 
for her exceptional 
work ethic and unwav-
ering dedication. 

After retiring, Dor-
othy along with her be-

loved husband moved 
to Shelbyville, Tn., to 
be closer to their son 
and daughter-in-law’s 
family. She also was a 
member of the Eastside 
Church of Christ.

Dorothy's legacy is 
one of love, resilience, 
joy and community. She 
will be remembered for 
her generous spirit, in-
fectious laughter, love, 
and the countless mem-
ories she created with 
her family and friends.

A memorial service 
to celebrate her life will 
be held at a later date. 
In lieu of flowers, the 
family requests that 
donations be made to 
American Cancer So-
ciety that goes towards 
helping cancer patients 
in Dorothy's honor.

Dorothy Cast Allison 
will be deeply missed, 
but her spirit will live 
on in the hearts of all 
who knew her.

Obituaries

Angelique Thompson Long
January 31, 1970 to August 5, 2026

Doak Funeral Home is serving the family.

Emma Matilda Mann-Holston
February 26, 1938 - August 2, 2016

Doak Funeral Home is serving the family.

Death Notices

NOTICE
Pursuant to Tennessee Code Annotated (T.C.A.) §6-56-203, The Town of Norman-

dy, Tennessee publishes its annual budget ordinance setting forth its financial plan for 
the ensuing fiscal year, specifically including, as set forth in subsection (1) of the pre-
viously- cited code, the proposed expenditures for each department, board, office or 
other agency of the municipality, and in addition, the expenditures for corresponding 
items for the last preceding fiscal year, projected expenditures for the current fiscal year, 
and reasons for recommended departures from current appropriation pattern, if any be, 
specifically, as follows: 

ORDINANCE No. 2026-3 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF NORMANDY, 

TENNESSEE ADOPTING THE ANNUAL BUDGET AND TAX RATE FOR THE FIS-
CAL YEAR BEGINNING JULY 1, 2026, AND ENDING JUNE 30, 2027 

WHEREAS, Tenn. Code Ann. § 9-1-116 requires that all funds of the State of Ten-
nessee and all its political subdivisions shall first be appropriated before being expended 
and that only funds that are available shall be appropriated; and 

WHEREAS, the Municipal Budget Law of 1982 requires that the governing body of 
each municipality adopt and operate under an annual budget ordinance presenting a 
financial plan with at least the information required by the state statute, that no munic-
ipality may expend any moneys regardless of the source except in accordance with 
a budget ordinance and that the governing body shall not make any appropriation in 
excess of estimated available funds; and 

WHEREAS, the Governing Body has published the annual operating budget and 
budgetary comparisons of the proposed budget with the prior year (actual) and the cur-
rent year (estimated) in a newspaper of general circulation not less than ten (10) days 
prior to the meeting where the Board will consider final passage of the budget. 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDERED BY THE GOVERNING BODY OF THE CITY 
OF NORMANDY, TENNESSEE AS FOLLOWS: 

SECTION 1: That the governing body projects anticipated revenues from all sourc-
es and appropriates planned expenditures for each department, board, office or other 
agency of the municipality, herein presented together with the actual annual receipts and 
expenditures of the last preceding fiscal year and the estimated annual expenditures for 
the current fiscal year, and from those revenues and unexpended and unencumbered 
funds as follows for the fiscal year 2027, and including the projected ending balances for 
the budget year, the actual ending balances for the most recent ended fiscal year and 
the estimated ending balances for the current fiscal year. 
GENERAL FUND  Actual Actual Budget
 FY 2025 FY 2026 FY 2027
Revenues  $25,131.51 $25,488.69 $25,488.69
Local Taxes and State Taxes 
Licenses and Permits $1,794.00 $2,268.00 $2,268.00
Intergovernmental (Ad valorem)
Charges for Services USPS Rental  $4,600.00 $4,600.00 $4,600.00
Property Taxes  $9,335.00 $9,335.00 $9,335.00
Fines and Forfeitures 
Other (Interest or Reserves CD interest) $3,425.86 $3,084.41 $3,084.41
Other Financing Sources 
Issuance of Debt/Debt Proceeds 
Sale of Capital Assets 
Transfer In- from other funds 
Transfer In- from other funds (PILOT) 
  Total Revenues and Other Financing Sources $44,286.37 $44,775.69 $44,775.69 
Appropriations 
Expenditures 
Department of Administration  $25,480.00 $27,504.00 $,27,504.00
Police Department 
Fire Department 
Office of Building Inspector 
Parks Department (Bushhogging & Maintenance) $4,300.00 $4,900.00 $4,900.00

Debt Service - Principal and Interest 
Other Financing Uses 
Transfers Out to other funds (Garage pick up mowing)  $13,200.00 $13,200.00 $13,200.00
Total Appropriations  $42,980.00 $45,604.00 $45,604.00
Change in Fund Balance (Revenues - Appropriations) 
Beginning Fund Balance July 1 
Ending Fund Balance June 30 
Ending Fund Balance as a % of Total Appropriations 
SECTION 2: At the end of the fiscal year 2026, the governing body estimates fund Balances as 
follows: 
 Estimated Fund Balance/Net 
 Position at June 30, 2026 
General Fund $38,203.17 
State Street Street Aid Fund 
Solid Waste Fund 
Drug Fund 
Water & Sewer Fund 

SECTION 3: That the governing body herein certifies that the condition of its sinking 
Funds, if applicable, are compliant pursuant to its bond covenants, and recognizes 

that the municipality has outstanding bonded and other indebtedness as follows: Not 
Applicable 

SECTION 4: During the coming fiscal year (2027) the governing body has pending 
and Planned capital projects with proposed funding as follows: Not Applicable 

SECTION 5: No appropriation listed above may be exceeded without an amendment 
of the budget ordinance as required by the Municipal Budget Law of 1982 (Tenn. Code 
Ann. § 6-56-208). In addition, no appropriation may be made in excess of available 
funds except to provide for an actual emergency threatening the health, property or lives 
of the inhabitants of the municipality and declared by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of at least a 
quorum of the governing body in accord with Tenn. Code. Ann § 6-56-205. 

SECTION 6: Money may be transferred from one appropriation to another in the 
same Fund in any of up to $300.00 by the Mayor, subject to such limitations and Pro-
cedures as set by the Governing Body pursuant to Tenn. Code Ann § 6-56- 209. Any 
resulting transfers shall be reported to the governing body at its Next regular meeting 
and entered into the minutes. 

SECTION 7: A detailed financial plan will be attached to this budget and become part 
of This budget ordinance. 

SECTION 8: There is hereby levied a property tax of $0.392900 per $100 of as-
sessed value on all real and personal property. 

SECTION 9: This annual operating and capital budget ordinance and supporting 
documents shall be submitted to the Comptroller of the Treasury or Comptroller’s Des-
ignee for approval pursuant to Title 9, Chapter 21 of the Tennessee Code Annotated 
within fifteen (15) days of its adoption. If the Comptroller of the Treasury or Comptroller’s 
Designee determines that the budget does not comply with the Statutes, the Governing 
Body shall adjust its estimates or make additional tax levies sufficient to comply with the 
Statutes or as directed by the Comptroller of the Treasury or Comptroller’s Designee. 

SECTION 10: All unencumbered balances of appropriations remaining at the end of 
the fiscal year shall lapse and revert to the respective fund balances. 

SECTION 11: All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict with any provision of 
this ordinance are hereby repealed. 

SECTION 12: This ordinance shall take effect July 1, 2026, the public welfare requir-
ing it. 

Passed 1st Reading: July 20, 2026 
Passed 2nd Reading: 

The Board of Mayor and Aldermen shall meet on Monday, August 24, 2026, at 
5:00 P.M. at Normandy Town Hall, Front Street, Normandy, Tennessee. 

This the 11th day of August, 2026. 
Cody Sharrock, Mayor 

The Town of Normandy, Tennessee 

ICAC investigation leads to multiple 
arrests and identification of two victims

Bedford County 
Sheriff’s Office 

Report

A thorough inves-
tigation conducted by 
members of the Internet 
Crimes Against Children 
(ICAC) Task Force has 
resulted in multiple ar-
rests and the identifica-
tion of two victims.

Detective Sergeant 
Chris Brown and De-
tective Savanah Martin 
with the Bedford Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office, both 
Task Force Officers with 
ICAC, conducted an ex-
tensive investigation in-
volving Brandon Zeigler. 
As a result of that inves-
tigation, Zeigler has been 
charged with two counts 
of Sexual Exploitation of 
a Minor.

During the course of 
the investigation, Det. 
Sgt. Brown and Det. 
Martin were able to iden-
tify two separate victims, 
allowing investigators to 
take immediate action 
and continue following 
the evidence beyond the 

initial investigation.
One of the victims 

was identified in Colum-
bia, Tennessee. Informa-
tion developed during 
the investigation was 
quickly relayed to the 
appropriate jurisdiction, 
where an additional fe-
male suspect was identi-
fied and charged.

A second victim was 
also identified through 
the investigation, re-
sulting in Destiny Car-
swell being charged with 
Aggravated Sexual Ex-
ploitation of a Minor.

The Bedford County 
Sheriff’s Office would like 
to recognize and thank 
Investigator Jamiee Seltz 
with the Columbia Police 
Department for her swift 
response and immediate 
action in assisting with 

the investigation and 
making an arrest.

We would also like 
to thank Detective Ser-
geant Samuel Campbell 
with the Shelbyville Po-
lice Department Digital 
Forensics Unit for his 
assistance and the criti-
cal digital forensic work 
conducted during this 
investigation.

Cases involving the 
exploitation of children 
rarely stop at jurisdic-
tional boundaries. In-
vestigations such as 
this demonstrate the 
importance of coop-
eration between local, 
state, and federal law en-
forcement agencies and 
the resources provided 
through the ICAC Task 
Force.

Investigators are ask-

ing anyone who may 
have additional informa-
tion regarding Brandon 
Zeigler, or who believes 
they or someone they 
know may have had in-
appropriate contact with 
Zeigler, to contact the 
Bedford County Sheriff’s 
Office. Any information, 
regardless of how in-
significant it may seem, 
could be important to 
the ongoing investiga-
tion.

The Bedford County 
Sheriff’s Office remains 
committed to identify-
ing those who exploit 
children, locating and 
protecting victims, and 
working alongside our 
law enforcement part-
ners to hold offenders 
accountable.

We are especially 
proud of the diligent 
work of Det. Sgt. Brown 
and Det. Martin and 
grateful for every inves-
tigator and agency whose 
cooperation helped iden-
tify these victims and 
bring this investigation 
to this point.



� Shelbyville Times-Gazette

 6A  Thursday, August 13, 2026� Leisure

Democrat Akers of Bell Buckle challenges 
incumbent Marsh for state representative seat

Sudoku

Fill in the blank squares so that each row, each column and each
3-by-3 block contain all of the digits 1 thru 9.

If you use logic you can solve the puzzle without guesswork.

Need a little help?  The hints page shows a logical order to solve the puzzle.
Use it to identify the next square you should solve.  Or use the answers page
if you really get stuck.

© 2013 KrazyDad.com

Sudoku #6
Easy Sudoku Puzzles by KrazyDad, Volume 1, Book 1

P
assengers on elevators constantly rearrange their positions as people get
on and off so there is at all tim

es an equal distance betw
een all bodies.

-- John Sharkey

2 3 6 8
7 5 1 3
5 9

4 2 6 3 5 9
9

3 9 1 4 2 6
4 2

1 8 4 3
7 2 9 5

EASY

AnswersEasy Sudoku Puzzles by KrazyDad, Volume 1, Book 1

Sudoku #1
31498
18573

697231
65231
314

14298
938614

84739
21967

2576

4962

845

9874

578269

6357

752

6512

3458

Sudoku #2
39184
25783

4956
42698

689421
19346
4231
95734

13859

6572

4961

87132

5713

357

7825

59687

8261

7642

Sudoku #3
823

16579
35948627
2936

85174
9742

42179563
38617

634

479165

2384

1

14785

6239

36581

8

5942

715298

Sudoku #4
3281
176953

4672
25896
3462851
98132

8569
758631

3728

54697

824

95318

1437

79

7654

13247

294

69415

Sudoku #5
97326

46259
26953
493752
51647

632195
14762

92165
52319

5148

3871

1784

186

2893

874

3598

7834

6847

Sudoku #6
47951

86492
1382764

178
56728143

857
6859731
92567

34168

2368

7513

59

426359

9

391426

42

1843

7295

Sudoku #7
8951

427
52491783

87394
964831

43576
41623897

687
9216

73624

631589

6

1265

572

2198

5

391452

78453

Sudoku #8
39874

68473
4932

6397542
728

4819375
1536

76985
85439

5126

2591

17658

81

513496

26

92487

4321

6271

EASY

Fill in the blank squares so that each row, each column and each
3-by-3 block contain all of the digits 1 thru 9.

If you use logic you can solve the puzzle without guesswork.

Need a little help?  The hints page shows a logical order to solve the puzzle.
Use it to identify the next square you should solve.  Or use the answers page
if you really get stuck.

© 2023 KrazyDad.com

Sudoku #6
Intermediate Sudoku by KrazyDad, Volume 1, Book 1

H
ow

 m
uch better it is to w

eep at joy than joy a w
eeping.

-- Shakespeare

8
3 7 5

2 9 3
9 6 2

2 4 8 1
6 5 7
4 9 1

1 5 8
2

INTERMEDIATE

AnswersIntermediate Sudoku by KrazyDad, Volume 1, Book 1

Sudoku #1
67591
1394582
719236

9683752
2836149
5179436
942385

6271984
87563

2438

67

584

41

75

28

167

35

4921

Sudoku #2
2174695
96132

74325981
45732
9132586
23457
64138279

75961
8967234

83

5874

6

6981

74

8619

5

3248

15

Sudoku #3
169527
352784
27461985
816392
42819
712834
98754126

261738
319247

843

961

3

475

3756

596

3

549

685

Sudoku #4
193765
5741862
836417
9875623
42176

5437982
768349

5698721
194365

248

93

925

14

3895

61

251

34

278

Sudoku #5
2367194
8546723

495328
472583

92678
149257

481937
1236798

8734561

85

19

716

169

3514

683

562

54

92

Sudoku #6
13954627
946218
571864
873415

96357
182439

826375
724396
36571984

8

375

293

962

2481

657

491

158

2

Sudoku #7
59342

4691357
2874569
6938174

76295
5243916
3587421
9135478
84726

7168

28

31

52

1483

87

69

26

1935

Sudoku #8
591628

487163
367491

7456932
6579214
8293157
718369
925614

839725

347

295

852

18

38

46

524

378

461

INTERMEDIATE

Fill in the blank squares so that each row, each column and each
3-by-3 block contain all of the digits 1 thru 9.

If you use logic you can solve the puzzle without guesswork.

Need a little help?  The hints page shows a logical order to solve the puzzle.
Use it to identify the next square you should solve.  Or use the answers page
if you really get stuck.

© 2013 KrazyDad.com

Sudoku #6
Novice Sudoku Puzzles, Volume 1, Book 1

W
hen I reflect upon the num

ber of disagreeable people w
ho I know

 have
gone to a better w

orld, I am
 m

oved to lead a different life.

9 5 3
8 3 5 6 1
5 4 6
1 7 9 2

5 9 4 7
7 4 3 8

8 9 5
2 4 7 6 9
9 6 8

NOVICE

AnswersNovice Sudoku Puzzles, Volume 1, Book 1

Sudoku #1
514693
6325791

4325
185329

28
936157

7462
3981756

563218

782

84

89167

674

4759163

248

81539

24

974

Sudoku #2
42658

68739
389427
25149
4692875
79368
821764

78136
69387

9173

5241

156

8763

31

1452

395

5429

1452

Sudoku #3
473651
8951
627539
92145
1582736
79624

496583
8259

873641

982

32467

148

6378

49

3851

217

36174

529

Sudoku #4
6849

68432
1325687

638572
875139
429178
3692154

87916
4159

52713

7951

94

914

642

365

87

2543

76328

Sudoku #5
943628
6573

871295
4912785
81597

7283916
146873

6419
789254

157

29841

346

63

6342

54

952

25378

316

Sudoku #6
647812

7294
213987
48635

31286
62519

471623
3581
125374

953

83561

546

1792

5947

7438

895

24769

968

Sudoku #7
716359
358264
91352
6542
257361
8415

62593
428516
589167

428

971

6478

31897

948

76293

1748

397

324

Sudoku #8
259168
345829
87693

34761
14237

29534
16845

213567
854132

374

671

1452

5829

9658

7816

7329

498

679

NOVICE

Fill in the blank squares so that each row, each column and each 3-by-3 block contain all of the digits 1 thru 9.
If you use logic, you can solve the puzzle without guesswork.
Need a little help? The answers are below.

27) Absolute
28) Kind of computer
29) Stirring solo performance
30) It’s overhead
31) Boner’s target
32) Withdraws (with “out”)
33) Land map part
34) Hard to hang on to
35) Tool for deciduous 

foliage
36) Cousin of a zebra
37) Gumshoe
39) Send out matter
40) Dell, poetically
44) Revere in history
45) Cluster of nine
46) Diamond side
48) Daisy ___ of Dogpatch
49) Blame for, as a crime
50) Murphy who played 

Klumps
51) Unloads
52) Secret encounter
53) Lookout, perhaps
54) On the qui ___ (watchful)
55) Macintosh screen symbol
56) Bag-shaped fish trap
57) Prominent ‘70s hairstyle
60) Get of ( discard)
61) Words of commitment

CLUES ACROSS
1) Not now or the future
5) Tolkien villains
9) Tea-producing state in 

India
14) Creative input
15) Not a happy fate
16) Neutral shade
17) Very pleasing
20) Arm counterparts of 

fibulae
21) Parceled out
22) Continuing indefinitely
25) Van Gogh lost one
26) Primitive percussion 

instrument
28) Filly, after maturing
32) Collapsible topper
37) Ready for a break
38) Good time for a walk 

hand-in-hand
41) Chats
42) Become very thin
43) Lid lump
44) Mortal danger
46) Appliance with blades
47) Violent storm
53) Birds of a region
58) Helper, essentially

59) Like some suburban 
roads

62) Bring to mind
63) Saharalike
64) Masseuse’s supplies
65) Palindromist’s principle
66) Long-gone bird
67) Twiggy digs

CLUES DOWN
1) Excite, as interest or 

curiosity
2) Grown up
3) View from the Left Bank
4) Golden Horde member
5) ___man out
6) Sturgeon product
7) Carbonated beverage
8) Grin bearer
9) More than hate
10) Small paving stone
11) Recipe directive
12) Malaria symptom
13) Pinochle combo
18) Poetic time after dusk
19) Feeling happy 

appreciation
23) Turkish commander 

(Var.)
24) Give money, and expect 

it back

Classifieds
SERVICES

HONEY DO 
HANDYMAN

No job too big or small
Carpentry, Masonry, 

fire pits, chicken coops, 
decks, additions, repairs, 

landscaping. 
References available. 

Call Todd, 
931-212-0228. 

Let’s talk!

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED
Best Buds Cleaning 

Solutions, LLC
Now hiring for state 

office cleaning
Part Time - 5 days a 

week, up to 2 hours a 
day

CALL: 615-330-0920

YARD SALES

YARD SALE
1265 Mt. Herman Road

Saturday, 08/15/26, 
8AM-4PM In the red barn
4-Wheeler, lots of fabric, 

commercial Singer 
sewing machine, hospi-
tal bed, massage chair, 

glassware, furniture, 
trolling motor, tools and 

much, much more.

ESTATE SALE IN
NORMANDY

Dates: 27 – 29 
AUGUST 2026
201 Cascade 
Hollow Road

Normandy, TN 37360
“Selling Antiques, Tools, 

Gun and Reloading 
Supplies, Collectables,
Glassware, Lawn Tools, 

Mowers”

Brieanna (Brie) Ak-
ers of Bell Buckle was 
recently chosen as the 
Democratic nominee for 
State Representative for 
the 62nd District, which 
covers Bedford, Moore, 
and part of Lincoln 
counties.

“Fiscal responsibility 
and strong local repre-
sentation are critical for 
families like mine and 
yours as we experience 
some of the most eco-
nomically difficult times 
in decades. As a political 
newcomer I believe that 
I am capable of repre-

senting you with the en-
ergy and motivation that 
these times require,” 
said Akers.

Akers, 38, has lived 
in Bedford County for 
34 years. She attended 
Cascade K-12th and has 
worked as an indepen-
dent Medicare insurance 
agent. 

“If elected, I will focus 
on the rising cost of liv-
ing and stagnant wages 
for average

Tennesseans. The 
minimum wage hasn’t 
increased in 17 years, de-
spite the fact that it was 

created by FDR with the 
idea that it should in-
crease as inflation weak-
ens the power of our dol-
lar.”

Akers added, “I sup-
port and will advocate 
for term limits. I have 
signed the term limits on 
congress pledge. Please 
look into it and encour-
age ALL elected officials 
to sign. Our elected offi-
cials should be constant-
ly preparing younger 
generations to take over 
instead of serving a life-
time. As much as I ap-
preciate any person that 

serves their community, 
I do think it is time for 
someone with new ideas 
to represent our dis-
trict.”

She added, “Mr. 
Marsh has been the rep-
resentative for nearly 
20 years and is nearly 
80 years old. It is time 
for a new generation to 
lead Tennessee politics, 
because at this point the 
people representing us 
do not understand the 
challenges we face as ev-
eryday Tennesseans.”

“I am running as a 
Democrat. However, 

the D beside my name 
will not dictate my vote. 
I am a big believer in 
doing what is right for 
everyone. I vow that I 
will vote based on con-
science. I hate to see pol-
iticians that vote merely 
based upon right vs. left 

instead of focusing on 
right vs. wrong. I vow 
to fight for what is right 
for the people that live 
in my district first and 
foremost. I am dedicated 
to seeing the people do 
well, in seeing my neigh-
bors enjoy the liberty 
and justice of our great 
constitution, and in see-
ing the needs of the peo-
ple of District 62 served 
fully.”
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NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Estate of Diana W. Willis, Deceased
Notice is hereby given that on July 24, of 2026 Letter of Ad-

ministration in respect of the estate of Diana W. Willis, who died 
04/1/2026, were issued to the undersigned by the Bedford Coun-
ty Chancery Court of Bedford County, Tennessee. All persons, 
resident and Non-resident, having claims, matured or unmatured, 
against the estate are required to file the same with the Clerk of 
the above-named Court on or before the earlier of the dates pre-
scribed in (1) or (2) otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1) (A) Four (4) months from the date of the first publication (or 
posting, as the case may be) of this notice if the creditor received 
an actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty (60) days 
before the date that is four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication (or posting); or

    (B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor received an 
actual copy of the notice to creditors if the creditor received the 
copy of the notice less than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is 
four (4) months from the date of the first publication (or posting) as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s date of death.
This the 24thday of July, 2026.
/s/ Tonya Wells, Executrix
/s/ Megan K. Trott, Attorney
/s/ Curt M. Cobb, Clerk and Master/Deputy Clerk             (862tp)

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Estate of Gary Lee Adcock, Deceased

Notice is hereby given that on July 24, of 2026 Letter of Ad-
ministration in respect of the estate of Gary Lee Adcock, who died 
06/19/2026, were issued to the undersigned by the Bedford Coun-
ty Chancery Court of Bedford County, Tennessee. All persons, 
resident and Non-resident, having claims, matured or unmatured, 
against the estate are required to file the same with the Clerk of 
the above-named Court on or before the earlier of the dates pre-
scribed in (1) or (2) otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1) (A) Four (4) months from the date of the first publication (or 
posting, as the case may be) of this notice if the creditor received 
an actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty (60) days 
before the date that is four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication (or posting); or

    (B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor received an 
actual copy of the notice to creditors if the creditor received the 
copy of the notice less than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is 
four (4) months from the date of the first publication (or posting) as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s date of death.
This the 24th day of July, 2026.
/s/ Dustin Adcock, Administrator
/s/ W. Andrew Bobo, Bobo, Hunt & White, Attorney
/s/ Curt M. Cobb, Clerk and Master/Deputy Clerk             (862tp)

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Estate of Ronald T. Jackson, Deceased

Notice is hereby given that on July 24, of 2026 Letter of Admin-
istration in respect of the estate of Ronald T. Jackson, who died 
07/4/2026, were issued to the undersigned by the Bedford Coun-
ty Chancery Court of Bedford County, Tennessee. All persons, 
resident and Non-resident, having claims, matured or unmatured, 
against the estate are required to file the same with the Clerk of 
the above-named Court on or before the earlier of the dates pre-
scribed in (1) or (2) otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1) (A) Four (4) months from the date of the first publication (or 
posting, as the case may be) of this notice if the creditor received 
an actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty (60) days 
before the date that is four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication (or posting); or

    (B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor received an 
actual copy of the notice to creditors if the creditor received the 
copy of the notice less than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is 
four (4) months from the date of the first publication (or posting) as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s date of death.
This the 24 th day of July, 2026.
/s/ Kenneth Grant Jackson, Executor
/s/ John T. Bobo, Bobo, Hunt & White, Attorney
/s/ Curt M. Cobb, Clerk and Master/Deputy Clerk             (862tp)

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Estate of Sylvia C. Wilkins, Deceased

Notice is hereby given that on July 24, of 2026 Letter of Ad-
ministration in respect of the estate of Sylvia C. Wilkins, who died 
05/19/2026, were issued to the undersigned by the Bedford Coun-
ty Chancery Court of Bedford County, Tennessee. All persons, 
resident and Non-resident, having claims, matured or unmatured, 
against the estate are required to file the same with the Clerk of 
the above-named Court on or before the earlier of the dates pre-
scribed in (1) or (2) otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1) (A) Four (4) months from the date of the first publication (or 
posting, as the case may be) of this notice if the creditor received 
an actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty (60) days 
before the date that is four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication (or posting); or

    (B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor received an 
actual copy of the notice to creditors if the creditor received the 
copy of the notice less than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is 
four (4) months from the date of the first publication (or posting) as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s date of death.
This the 24th day of July, 2026.
/s/ Shannon Taylor, Executor
/s/ Megan K. Trott, Attorney
/s/ Curt M. Cobb, Clerk and Master/Deputy Clerk             (862tp)

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Estate of Nellie Mearse, Deceased

Notice is hereby given that on July 24, of 2026 Letter of Ad-
ministration in respect of the estate of Nellie Mearse, who died 
07/3/2026, were issued to the undersigned by the Bedford Coun-
ty Chancery Court of Bedford County, Tennessee. All persons, 
resident and Non-resident, having claims, matured or unmatured, 
against the estate are required to file the same with the Clerk of 
the above-named Court on or before the earlier of the dates pre-
scribed in (1) or (2) otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1) (A) Four (4) months from the date of the first publication (or 
posting, as the case may be) of this notice if the creditor received 
an actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty (60) days 
before the date that is four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication (or posting); or

    (B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor received an 
actual copy of the notice to creditors if the creditor received the 
copy of the notice less than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is 
four (4) months from the date of the first publication (or posting) as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s date of death.
This the 24 th day of July, 2026.
/s/ Betty Ann Rogers, Executrix
/s/ John T. Bobo, Bobo, Hunt & White, Attorney
/s/ Curt M. Cobb, Clerk and Master/Deputy Clerk             (862tp)

IN THE CHANCERY COURT OF BEDFORD COUNTY, 
TENNESSEE AT SHELBYVILLE 

GLORIA D. SCALES JOHNSON, 	 )
GEORGE E. SCALES, JR., and 	 )
CLARENCE W. SCALES, 		 )
Petitioners, 			   )
vs.				    )	 No. 35.826
The Heirs of Michael Scales, Sr., 	 )
and Michael Jerome Smith 	 )
Respondents. 			   )

ORDER FOR PUBLICATION IN LIEU OF PERSONAL SERVICE 
This cause came on to be heard upon the Motion for Publica-

tion and Affidavit for Publication and support thereof, the entire 
record from all of which the Court finds that publication should be 
issued in accordance with the Motion. 

IT IS, THEREFORE, ORDERED, that publication be made for 
them for four (4) consecutive weeks in the Shelbyville Times Ga-
zette, a newspaper of general circulation published in Shelbyville, 
Tennessee, notifying them to file a written plea or answer to the 
petition in this cause with the Court at the Judicial Center in Shel-
byville, Tennessee, and serve a copy thereof with Petitioners’ At-
torney, W. Andrew Bobo, of Shelbyville, Tennessee, on or before 
30 days from the last date of publication herein, and if you fail to do 
so, the Petitioners will apply to the Court for judgment by default 
against you for the relief demanded in the Petition and this cause 
will be set for hearing, ex-parte. 

ENTERED this 24 day of July 
APPROVED FOR ENTRY: 
BOBO, HUNT & WHITE 
/s/ W. Andrew Bobo, BPR #022443 
Attorney for Petitioners 
P. O. Box 169 
111 North Spring St., Suite 202 
Shelbyville, TN 37162 
(931) 684-4611 
RECEIVED FROM Chancellor Cox 
DATE 7-24-206
FILED & ENTERED IN MINUTE BOOK 298 PAGE 590 
/s/ Angela Hayes, Dep CLERK AND MASTER (864tc)

SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE’S NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE SALE        
Default having been made in the terms, conditions, and payments 

provided in a certain Deed of Trust dated JULY 27, 2022, executed 
by COURTNEY OLDS, UNMARRIED, to TRINITY TITLE, LLC, 
Trustee, of record in BOOK TD1061, PAGE 475, CORRECTED BY 
SCRIVENER’S AFFIDAVIT OF RECORD IN BOOK D376, PAGE 
441, AND MODIFIED IN BOOK TD1141, PAGE 283, for the benefit 
of MORTGAGE ELECTRONIC REGISTRATION SYSTEMS, INC., 
AS NOMINEE FOR CMG MORTGAGE, INC. DBA CMG FINANCIAL, 
in the Register’s Office for BEDFORD County, Tennessee and to J. 
PHILLIP JONES AND/OR JESSICA D. BINKLEY, either of whom 
may act, appointed as Substitute Trustee in an instrument of record 
in the Register’s Office for BEDFORD County, Tennessee, to secure 
the indebtedness described; WHEREAS, said Deed of Trust was last 
assigned to TENNESSEE HOUSING DEVELOPMENT AGENCY, 
the entire indebtedness having been declared due and payable by 
TENNESSEE HOUSING DEVELOPMENT AGENCY, being the 
present owner/holder or authorized agent, designee or servicer of 
the holder/owner of said indebtedness, has requested foreclosure 
proceedings to be instituted; and as provided in said Deed of Trust, I, 
J. PHILLIP JONES/JESSICA D. BINKLEY, will by virtue of the power 
and authority vested in  me as  Substitute  Trustee, on TUESDAY, 
SEPTEMBER 15, 2026 AT 10:00 A.M., LOCAL TIME AT THE 
FRONT STEPS OF THE BEDFORD COUNTY COURTHOUSE 
IN SHELBYVILLE, BEDFORD COUNTY, TENNESSEE, sell to 
the highest bidder for cash, free from the equity of redemption, 
homestead, and dower, and all other exemptions which are expressly 
waived, and subject to any unpaid taxes, if any, the following described 
property in  BEDFORD County, Tennessee, to wit:

PROPERTY LOCATED IN THE COUNTY OF BEDFORD, 
TENNESSEE:

CERTAIN REAL ESTATE LYING AND BEING IN THE SEVENTH 
(7TH) CIVIL DISTRICT OF BEDFORD COUNTY, TENNESSEE, 
AND BEING MORE PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS:  
BEING ALL OF LOT NO. 28 OF THE FINAL PLAT WEST SIDE 
ACRES SUBDIVISION, A PLAT OF WHICH IS OF RECORD IN 
PLAT CABINET “B”, ENVELOPE 209, REGISTER’S OFFICE OF 
BEDFORD COUNTY, TENNESSEE, TO WHICH REFERENCE IS 
HERE HAD FOR A MORE COMPLETE DESCRIPTION.

BEING THE SAME PROPERTY CONVEYED TO COURTNEY 
OLDS, UNMARRIED,  BY WARRANTY DEED DATED JULY 15, 
2022 OF RECORD IN BOOK D375, PAGE 687, REGISTER’S 
OFFICE FOR BEDFORD  COUNTY, TENNESSEE.

SEE AFFIDAVITS OF AFFIXATION FOR MANUFACTURED OR 
MOBILE HOME OF RECORD IN BOOK TD1064, PAGE 162,  AND 
BOOK TD1061, PAGE 491, REGISTER’S OFFICE FOR BEDFORD 
COUNTY, TENNESSEE.

THIS IS IMPROVED PROPERTY KNOWN AS 139 TANNER 
CIRCLE, SHELBYVILLE, TN 37160.

MAP 088E GRP D  PARCEL 040.00
THE SALE OF THE SUBJECT PROPERTY IS WITHOUT 

WARRANTY OF ANY KIND, AND IS FURTHER SUBJECT TO THE 
RIGHT OF ANY TENANT(S) OR OTHER PARTIES OR ENTITIES 
IN POSSESSION OF THE PROPERTY. ANY REPRESENTATION 
CONCERNING ANY ASPECT OF THE SUBJECT PROPERTY BY A 
THIRD PARTY IS NOT THE REPRESENTATION/RESPONSIBILITY 
OF TRUSTEE(S)/ SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE(S) OR THEIR OFFICE.

THIS SALE IS SUBJECT TO ANY UNPAID TAXES, IF ANY, 

ANY PRIOR LIENS OR ENCUMBRANCES LEASES, EASEMENTS 
AND ALL OTHER MATTERS WHICH TAKE PRIORITY OVER THE 
DEED OF TRUST UNDER WHICH THIS FORECLOSURE SALE IS 
CONDUCTED, INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO THE PRIORITY 
OF ANY FIXTURE FILING. IF THE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE 
TREASURY/ INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE, THE STATE OF 
TENNESSEE DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE, OR THE STATE OF 
TENNESSEE DEPARTMENT OF LABOR AND WORK FORCE 
DEVELOPMENT ARE LISTED AS INTERESTED PARTIES IN THE 
ADVERTISEMENT, THEN THE NOTICE OF THIS FORECLOSURE 
IS BEING GIVEN TO THEM, AND THE SALE WILL BE SUBJECT 
TO ALL APPLICABLE GOVERNMENTAL ENTITIES RIGHT TO 
REDEEM THE PROPERTY, ALL AS REQUIRED BY 26 U.S.C. 
7425, T.C.A. 67-1-1433, AND 28 U.S.C. 2410 (C). THE NOTICE 
REQUIREMENTS OF T.C.A. 35-5-101 ET SEQ. HAVE BEEN MET.

THE RIGHT IS RESERVED TO ADJOURN THE DAY OF THE 
SALE TO ANOTHER DAY, TIME AND PLACE CERTAIN WITHOUT 
FURTHER PUBLICATION, UPON ANNOUNCEMENT AT THE 
TIME AND PLACE FOR THE SALE SET FORTH ABOVE. THE 
TRUSTEE/SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE RESERVES THE RIGHT TO 
RESCIND THE SALE

IF YOU PURCHASE A PROPERTY AT THE FORECLOSURE 
SALE, THE ENTIRE PURCHASE PRICE IS DUE AND PAYABLE 
AT THE CONCLUSION OF THE AUCTION IN THE FORM OF A 
CERTIFIED/BANK CHECK MADE PAYABLE TO OR ENDORSED 
TO LAW OFFICE OF J. PHILLIP JONES.  NO PERSONAL CHECKS 
WILL BE ACCEPTED.  TO THIS END, YOU MUST BRING 
SUFFICIENT FUNDS TO OUTBID THE LENDER AND ANY OTHER 
BIDDERS.  INSUFFICIENT FUNDS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED.  
AMOUNTS RECEIVED IN EXCESS OF THE WINNING BID WILL 
BE REFUNDED TO THE SUCCESSFUL PURCHASER AT THE 
TIME THE FORECLOSURE DEED IS DELIVERED.

Non-bank successful bidders will be required to provide 
information required by the Financial Crimes Enforcement Network 
(FinCen) before the deed will be delivered.  The information includes, 
but is not limited to, full legal name, a tax identification number, date 
of birth, complete current residential street address for the beneficial 
owner(s) of the foreclosed property.

OTHER INTERESTED PARTIES: MORTGAGE ELECTRONIC 
REGISTRATION SYSTEMS, INC., AS NOMINEE FOR CMG 
MORTGAGE, INC. DBA CMG FINANCIAL – SERVICER, 
TENNESSEE HOUSING DEVELOPMENT AGENCY/VOLUNTEER 
MORTGAGE LOAN SERVICING; SECRETARY OF HOUSING & 
URBAN DEVELOPMENT

THIS IS AN ATTEMPT TO COLLECT A DEBT AND ANY 
INFORMATION OBTAINED WILL BE USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.

This is improved property known as 139 TANNER CIRCLE, 
SHELBYVILLE, TN 37160.

THIRD-PARTY INTERNET POSTING WEBSITE:   www.
foreclosurestn.com

J. PHILLIP JONES/JESSICA D. BINKLEY, SUBSTITUTE 
TRUSTEE

1800 HAYES STREET
NASHVILLE, TN 37203
(615) 254-4430
www.phillipjoneslaw.com 
www.williamsauction.com
F26-0712 (8132tc)

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Estate of Bennie Burdette Deceased

Notice is hereby given that on July 24, of 2026 Letter of Ad-
ministration in respect of the estate of Bennie Burdett, who died 
04/27/2026, were issued to the undersigned by the Bedford Coun-
ty Chancery Court of Bedford County, Tennessee. All persons, 
resident and Non-resident, having claims, matured or unmatured, 
against the estate are required to file the same with the Clerk of 
the above-named Court on or before the earlier of the dates pre-
scribed in (1) or (2) otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1) (A) Four (4) months from the date of the first publication (or 
posting, as the case may be) of this notice if the creditor received 
an actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty (60) days 
before the date that is four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication (or posting); or

    (B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor received an 
actual copy of the notice to creditors if the creditor received the 
copy of the notice less than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is 
four (4) months from the date of the first publication (or posting) as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s date of death.
This the 24th day of July, 2026.
/s/ Wayne Charles Perry, Administrator
/s/ Trisha L Henegar, Attorney
/s/ Curt M. Cobb, Clerk and Master/Deputy Clerk             (8132tp)

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Estate of James B Keese, Deceased

Notice is hereby given that on July 31, of 2026 Letter of Ad-
ministration in respect of the estate of James B Keese, who died 
03/07/2026, were issued to the undersigned by the Bedford Coun-
ty Chancery Court of Bedford County, Tennessee. All persons, 
resident and Non-resident, having claims, matured or unmatured, 
against the estate are required to file the same with the Clerk of 
the above-named Court on or before the earlier of the dates pre-
scribed in (1) or (2) otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1) (A) Four (4) months from the date of the first publication (or 
posting, as the case may be) of this notice if the creditor received 
an actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty (60) days 
before the date that is four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication (or posting); or

    (B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor received an 
actual copy of the notice to creditors if the creditor received the 
copy of the notice less than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is 
four (4) months from the date of the first publication (or posting) as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s date of death.
This the 31st day of July, 2026.
/s/ James G Keese, Administrator
/s/ Trisha L Henegar, Attorney
/s/ Curt M. Cobb, Clerk and Master/Deputy Clerk             (8132tp)

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Estate of Larry Charles Perry Deceased

Notice is hereby given that on July 31, of 2026 Letter of Admin-
istration in respect of the estate of Larry Charles Perry, who died 
07/16/2026, were issued to the undersigned by the Bedford Coun-
ty Chancery Court of Bedford County, Tennessee. All persons, 
resident and Non-resident, having claims, matured or unmatured, 
against the estate are required to file the same with the Clerk of 
the above-named Court on or before the earlier of the dates pre-
scribed in (1) or (2) otherwise their claims will be forever barred:

(1) (A) Four (4) months from the date of the first publication (or 
posting, as the case may be) of this notice if the creditor received 
an actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty (60) days 
before the date that is four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication (or posting); or

    (B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor received an 
actual copy of the notice to creditors if the creditor received the 
copy of the notice less than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is 
four (4) months from the date of the first publication (or posting) as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s date of death.
This the 31st day of July, 2026.
/s/ Wayne Charles Perry, Administrator
/s/ Trisha L Henegar, Attorney
/s/ Curt M. Cobb, Clerk and Master/Deputy Clerk             (8132tp)

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Estate of Reginald Norris Workman, Deceased

Notice is hereby given that on July 31, of 2026 Letter of Ad-
ministration in respect of the estate of Reginald Norris Workman, 
who died 06/26/2026, were issued to the undersigned by the Bed-
ford County Chancery Court of Bedford County, Tennessee. All 
persons, resident and Non-resident, having claims, matured or 
unmatured, against the estate are required to file the same with 
the Clerk of the above-named Court on or before the earlier of the 
dates prescribed in (1) or (2) otherwise their claims will be forever 
barred:

(1) (A) Four (4) months from the date of the first publication (or 
posting, as the case may be) of this notice if the creditor received 
an actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty (60) days 
before the date that is four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication (or posting); or

    (B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor received an 
actual copy of the notice to creditors if the creditor received the 
copy of the notice less than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is 
four (4) months from the date of the first publication (or posting) as 
described in (1)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s date of death.
This the 31st day of July, 2026.
/s/ Marcus Peter Bak, Executor
/s/ Pro Se, Attorney
/s/ Curt M. Cobb, Clerk and Master/Deputy Clerk             (8132tp)

IN THE CIRCUIT FOR BEDFORD COUNTY, TENNESSEE 
AT SHELBYVILLE 

MARIANNA KALUZHNAYA,  	 )
Plaintiff, 			   )
vs.				    )	 No. 14619 
SERGEY O. MILASHUK,		  )
Defendant. 			   )

ORDER FOR PUBLICATION 
This cause came to be heard on the 23rd day of July, 2026, 

before the Honorable Wyatt Burke, Judge of the Circuit Court for 
Bedford County, Tennessee, upon the motion for publication and 
supporting affidavits filed by the Plaintiff, Marianna Kaluzhnaya, 
with the court finding that due diligence has been made by Plaintiff 
and Counsel for Plaintiff to attempt to serve and/or locate the De-
fendant, Sergey O. Milashuk, and it appears his whereabouts are 
unknown and unascertainable, and that said motion is well taken 
and shall therefore, be granted. 

It is therefore, ORDERED, ADJUDGED and DECREED that 
due diligence has been made by Plaintiff and Counsel for Plaintiff 
to attempt to serve and/or locate the Defendant, Sergey O. Mi-
lashuk, and it appears his whereabouts are unknown and una-
scertainable, and publication shall be issued in this cause for four 
consecutive weeks in the Shelbyville Times Gazette, a newspaper 
published in Shelbyville, Tennessee, requiring that the defendant, 
Sergey O. Milashuk, to appear before the clerk of said court on 
or before thirty days after the last publication hereof and file an 
answer to the complaint for divorce, filed by the Plaintiff, Marianna 
Kaluzhnaya, or otherwise, said complaint for divorce will proceed 
exparte.

ENTERED this 4 day of August, 2026
/s/ JUDGE WYATT BURKE 
APPROVED FOR ENTRY: 
/s/ HEATHER R. KNOTT #022880
Attorney for Plaintiff 
104 North Church Street
Murfreesboro, TN 37130 
(615) 848-1221 
heather@pateandknott.com 	 (8134tc)
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Fourth-Consecutive Trip 
to State on Horizon for 
Lady Champs Soccer

BELL BUCKLE, 
Tenn. –  Four years ago, 
the Cascade Lady Cham-
pions soccer team had 
never been to the State 
Tournament. Sure, in 
their history, they had 
fallen short right at the 
doorstep in the section-
al round, but they had 
never busted through 
the door to Chattanooga. 
Fast-forward four years, 
and the Lady Champions 
are now one of the most 
consistent programs in 
Middle Tennessee com-
ing off of their third-con-
secutive trip to the ulti-
mate destination. 

 “Our seniors 
have always ended their 
season at the state tour-
nament,” Lady Champs’ 
Head Coach Wendy Wil-
liams said, “That’s not 
normal, but for them it 
is. They can’t get compla-
cent, and we have to keep 
working hard because 
everyone else is work-
ing hard this summer 
and continuing to grow. 
For us to continue doing 
what we’ve been able to 
do, we can’t get compla-
cent and think it’s just 
going to happen. It’s only 
happened because of all 
their hard work. I told 
them the other day, they 
haven’t had years where 
they haven’t gone to 
state, but we as coaches 
definitely have. Like this 
was not the norm until 
a few years ago. In their 
minds, it’s just what 
they do, but we know as 
coaches that it’s going 
to take a lot of work and 
fight to get to that point.”

 After graduat-
ing two members of last 
year’s team in Ella Mc-
Geary – four goals and 
two assists as a winger 
– and Kaydence Bynum, 
the Lady Champions still 
have just three seniors 
on this year’s squad: Kyla 
Pulley, Claire Smithson, 
and Brinlee Collet.

 “They have dif-
ferent personalities and 
different leadership 
styles,” said Williams, 
“Kyla is a dog. She’s ag-

gressive, she’s always 
giving 110%, she’ll run 
over somebody. Claire 
in the middle, she’s very 
consistent and always 
moving. She talks to ev-
erybody, and she always 
seems to be in the right 
spot. She’ll find the ball 
or know where it’s going 
and be in the right spot. 
Brinlee, we’ve played her 
all over the place, and 
she’s scored quite a bit 
for us. She’s very encour-
aging, and brings a lot of 
positive energy on the 
field. She’s so supportive 
of the team on the field 
along with her skills. 
She’s good at communi-
cating. I think all three 
of them bring different 
things, but they compli-
ment each other.”

 Williams’ three 
seniors have all played 
significant roles and 
minutes for the last cou-
ple of years, highlight-
ed by Collet scoring the 
third-most goals on the 

team in 2025 by reach-
ing double-figures with 
10 goals to go along with 
three assists as a for-
ward. 

 Pulley managed 
to find the back of the net 
four times while also tal-
lying three assists, and 
Smithson finished with 
two goals and four as-
sists from her deep-lying 
midfield role.

 The most no-
table returners from 
last year’s team – or at 
least the two most well-
known – are Lexi Com-
stock and Olivia Win-
nett, the team’s two top 
goalscorers. Comstock 
was by far the most pro-
lific player in District 
9-A last season, scoring 
an incredible 32 goals to 
go along with three as-
sists. Winnett, playing in 
a No. 10 role behind the 
striker to maximize her 
playmaking ability, still 
scored 18 goals while 
dishing out five assists. 

 Not to be over-
shadowed by her team-
mates, Kaylee Martin 
provided a dynamism 
from the left wing that 
electrified the Cascade 
attack for much of the 
year last season. Martin 
bagged six goals with a 
team-high nine assists. 

 “We’ve had dis-
cussions about how they 
[Lexi Comstock, Olivia 
Winnett, Kaylee Mar-
tin] will have to be very 
creative because every 
opponent will be looking 
for them and focusing 
on them since they’ve 
been so prolific scoring,” 
said Williams, “I feel 
like they’ve grown a lot 
over the summer in their 
thinking and movement. 
Lexi has worked hard 
to find things that she 
can do beyond just her 
speed and shooting abil-
ity. She’s working hard to 
be dangerous all over. Of 
course, Olivia is so good 
at reading the field and 
being able to feed the 
ball to whoever is open. 
Kaylee Martin is always 
making some crazy runs 
and gets open in so many 
areas. She’s so fast and 
strong and dangerous 
out on the field already, 
but playing in compli-
mentary positions as 
well with each other is 
going to be fun to watch 
this year.” 

In defense and mid-
field, the Lady Champi-
ons return a couple of 
rising sophomores that 
grew up fast and played 
vital roles as freshmen a 
season ago.

 “They were 
young last year,” Wil-
liams said about the 
2025 squad, “Kenzie 
Bledsoe was a freshman 
in the backline. Every 
returner has stepped up 
in leadership. They’re 
holding themselves 
more accountable. It’s a 
lot of personal growth in 
their leadership abilities 
and their desire to have 
the team mesh together. 
They care about team 
bonding and they care 
about each other as a 

person.”
 Alayna Orm-

iston is the other ris-
ing sophomore, and 
she played a significant 
amount of minutes in 
the midfield alongside 
Smithson and Winnett. 
Williams also says new 
transfer Aliana Lever-
ette will log big minutes 
in midfield this season 
as well. In defense, along 
with Bledsoe, Sophia 
Mastrosimone and Pul-
ley form a formidable 
backline that has proven 
difficult to break down. 

 One rising 
freshman that Williams 
is excited to see is Ada-
lyn Nelms. Nelms will 
be playing up front with 
the already dynamic trio 
of Comstock, Collet, and 
Martin, and it will be in-
teresting to see how the 
Lady Champions incor-
porate Nelms into the 
fold.

 “Adalyn [Nelms] 
is going to surprise a 
lot of people up top as 
a freshman,” said Wil-
liams, “She’s a bit small-
er, but she is fast and 
just finds ways to score. 
Her and Lexi play off of 
each other so well. I’m 
very excited about it. Be-
cause Lexi gives 110%, I 
think it helps Adalyn to 
rise up to that level and 
play that hard as well. 
Lexi is being a leader by 
example in that way. The 
combinations that we 
can create up top will be 
exciting to watch.”

 “I think the 
amount of options we 
have in attack is what ex-
cites me,” she continued, 
“It doesn’t all have to be 
just Lexi. We know she’s 
going to score, but if 
they’re over-committing 
to her, we have other op-
tions.”

 Despite all the 
prolific returners and 
success from this batch 
of girls, Williams says 
that they don’t talk much 
about the October tour-
nament much at this 
point in the season.

 “We don’t even 
really talk about where 

we want to go long-term 
during the season,” she 
said, “We take things 
one game at a time and 
just want to get better in 
each game. There will be 
so many things that hap-
pen between now and 
then. I feel like it would 
put undue pressure on 
them if we talked about 
it a ton entering the sea-
son.”

 Even though 
that is the goal, Williams 
says that every past trip 
to the state tournament 
has provided wonderful 
opportunities to learn 
and grow both as a pro-
gram and as an individ-
ual team.

 “Every year 
we’ve learned some-
thing different about our 
team,” she said, “The 
girls have learned that 
they just need to push 
harder at State than any 
preceding game they’ve 
played that season. The 
fact that they’ve been 
before, they understand 
that despite everything 
surrounding the event, 
it’s just another game on 
the schedule. Last year, 
they were very receptive 
to changes we needed 
to make to be competi-
tive, and I thought they 
hung pretty well in that 
first half [against Merrol 
Hyde]. I think every year 
we learn to be proud of 
what we have. To be such 
a small school and to still 
accomplish these things, 
the girls just build more 
strength and resilience 
every year that we go.”

 With all the re-
cent success, both her 
and people around the 
program feel like the bar 
is being raised for not 
just Girls’ Soccer, but all 
sports at the school mov-
ing forward.

“It’s exciting because it 
feels like the standard at 
Cascade is rising. I think 
we have a lot of good kids 
coming up, and I think 
things are only going to 
continue to improve,” 
Williams said.

Continued on 9A...

BY NOAH MADDOX
noah@richardsonmed-

iagroup.net

The 2025 Cascade Lady Champions celebrate winning the region 5-A Championship at Chapel Hill. Cascade finished 15-3-1 (8-0) last season with a state 
tournament appearance. T-G Photo Archive.

Cascade’s Lexi Comstock (8) put together a sensational sophomore season in 2025, netting a 
team-high 32 goals with three assists en route to the Lady Champions’ third-consecutive state 
tournament appearance. She returns as one of the best juniors in Class A. 
Photo courtesy of David Smith.
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 One way the Lady 
Champions have been 
able to improve during 
the season has been Wil-
liams’ tough non-region 
scheduling, and she has 
booked her team’s par-
ticipation in the 2026 
Smoky Mountain Cup. 
She has also secured 
a late-season matchup 
with Coffee County, a 
Class AAA school.

 “We’ve tried to 
schedule more difficult 
teams that will push us 
outside of our district 
so we can be ready for 
the postseason,” she ex-
plained,” Every year, 
we’ve learned that we 
need a variety of experi-
ences. We also have a lot 
of away games because 
we need to be able to play 
well on the road and in 
different environments 
so they don’t have to be 
nervous at the end of the 
season.”

“The teams we play 
at the Smoky Mountain 
Cup are all so good,” 
she continued, “For one 
thing, you’re away to-
gether and gives the girls 
a chance to bond as a 

team, but also, it gives 
us a chance to see teams 
that we would never see. 
We get to see how we hold 
up against teams from 
other areas. Last year it 
was so good for our girls 
to mesh as a team with 
the quick turnaround for 
games. There’s so much 
progress that happens 
over one weekend when 
you play three games. 
When you come back, 
it’s like they know each 
other much better and 
read each other better 
on the field. This year, 
we’re playing one game 
on Friday night followed 
by two games on Satur-
day just like last year. By 
Saturday night they are 
exhausted, but it made 
them push through, and 
it allowed them to see 
how far they can push 
themselves. It kind of 
proved something to 
themselves when we 
hung in all three of those 
games.”

 The Lady Cham-
pions used both the 
Coffee County matchup 
and the Smoky Moun-
tain Cup to springboard 
their way to another Re-
gion 5-A championship 

at Chapel Hill, although 
they uncharacteristically 
fell to the Lady Rockets 
in the District 9-A title 
game the week prior. 

 Cascade knows 
coming into the season 
that the reigning state 
champions in Class A, 
Westview, will likely win 
Region 6-A with little 
difficulty, so winning 
Region 5-A and avoid-
ing the Chargers in the 
state sectional round like 
they did in 2025 is para-
mount.

 Even with this 
knowledge to drive them, 
Williams acknowledges 
that practice isn’t always 
easy. Not because of any 
lack of effort on the girls’ 
part, but simply due to 
numbers.

 “Our numbers 
are lower this year,” 
she admitted, “We only 
have 16 field players, 
and practice is difficult 
sometimes. We didn’t get 
to start doing 11v11 until 
a couple weeks ago, and 
we’re still working on 
getting that chemistry 
back to what it was be-
fore. It’s a whole rhythm 
they have to get back. It’s 
not such a low number 

that we’re hurting, but 
it’s a bit lower than what 
we’re used to. In two 
years we’ll have enough 
to form a JV team, so it 
just goes like that some-
times.” 

 Even with the 
lower-than-usual num-
bers, Williams wants 
everyone tuning into the 
Lady Champions’ season 
this year to know what to 
expect from the girls out 
on the field.

 “I think the fans 
are going to see some 
girls who are mental-
ly and physically very 
tough,” she concluded, 
“They’re going to fight 
through everything to be 
successful. It may not al-
ways happen for us, but 
that is the mentality that 
they go into every game 
with, and I think that 
makes it fun and exciting 
to watch. You definitely 

want to cheer for them.”
 Cascade fell 

5-0 to Merrol Hyde af-
ter trailing 2-0 at half-
time in the Class A State 
Quarterfinals in 2025. 
Merrol Hyde reached the 
state title game where 
they ultimately lost to 
Westview, 2-0. The Lady 
Champions’ 2026 sea-
son-opener is on the 
road on Monday, August 
18, against the Huntland 
Hornets in a District 9-A 
matchup with kickoff set 
for 6:30 p.m. The home 
opener is scheduled for 
August 27th against 
Chapel Hill. 

2026 CASCADE SOC-
CER SCHEDULE

Aug. 18 – AT Hunt-
land* 

Aug. 21-23 – Smoky 
Mtn. Cup

Aug. 25 – AT Commu-
nity*

Aug. 27 – VS Chapel 
Hill*

Sep. 8 – AT Fayette-
ville*

Sep. 10 – VS Hunt-
land*

Sep. 15 – VS MT Ea-
gles

Sep. 17 – VS Commu-
nity*

Sep. 22 – AT Chapel 
Hill*

Sep. 29 – VS Fayette-
ville* (Senior Night)

Oct. 1 – AT Coffee Co.
Oct. 8 – VS Cannon 

Co.
Oct. 13-15 – District 

9-A Tournament
Oct. 20-22 – Region 

5-A Tournament
Oct. 24 – Sectionals
Oct. 27-31 – Class A 

State Tournament

Wendy Williams (pictured) has led the Lady Champions to the Class A State Tournament the 
last three seasons. In that time, she has compiled a combined record of 42-6-2 (22-2), three 

Region 5-A titles, and two District 9-A titles. Williams is hoping to break down the next door in the 
program’s history this season by winning a game at the state tournament. 

Photo courtesy of David Smith.

Cascade’s Olivia Winnett (15) scored 18 goals and dished out five assists in a breakout 
sophomore campaign in 2025.
Photo courtesy of David Smith.

Middle Tennessee’s Bourgeois named 
to Lou Groza Award Watch List

FORT WALTON 
BEACH, Fla. –  Mid-
dle Tennessee newcom-
er Dominic Bourgeois 
(BOOR-zhwah) is among 
35 players selected to 
the Lou Groza Collegiate 
Place-Kicker Award 
Watch List as announced 
by the Palm Beach Coun-
ty Sports Commission 
on Friday.

While the Watch List 
typically is limited to 
evaluating the best 
kickers returning to 
FBS, with the increased 
movement of players be-
tween teams this year’s 
group includes three re-
markable kickers joining 
football’s top division af-
ter excelling at lower lev-
els: MTSU’s Bourgeois 
(from D-III Susque-
hanna), Iowa junior Eli 
Ozick (from then-FCS 
North Dakota State), and 
Fresno State sophomore 
Manaki Watanabe (from 
D-II Ashland), along 
with Florida State senior 
Gabe Panikowski who in 
2024 at FCS Idaho State 
won the Fred Mitchell 
Award for the top non-
FBS kicker.

A senior from Balti-

more, Md., Bourgeois 
led all kickers in NCAA 
Division III in made field 
goals last year with 20 
while also collecting 27 
touchbacks on kickoffs. 
In three years at Susque-
hanna, Bourgeois was a 
perfect 25-for-25 on field 
goals.

While the Watch List 
highlights 35 of the 
best returning kickers 
in the country, the Gro-
za Committee will in 
fact be watching all FBS 
kickers throughout the 
season, as all FBS kick-
ers remain eligible to be 
selected as semifinalists. 
The Committee also re-
leases its “Stars of the 
Week” feature through-
out the season on www.
lougrozaaward.com.

Accomplishments are 
tabulated throughout the 
season and the Lou Gro-
za Collegiate Place-Kick-
er Award will announce 
its 20 semifinalists on 
Tuesday, November 17th. 
From this list, a panel of 
more than 100 FBS head 
coaches, SIDs, media 
members, former Gro-
za finalists, and current 
NFL kickers selects the 

top three finalists for 
the award, announced 
on Tuesday, November 
24th. That same group 
then selects the national 
winner, who will be an-
nounced on Thursday, 
December 10th during 
the Home Depot Col-
lege Football Awards on 
ESPN.

The 35th Annual 
Lou Groza Collegiate 

Place-Kicker Award, 
presented by the Or-
ange Bowl, recognizes 
the three finalists during 
a celebration in Palm 
Beach County, culminat-
ing with a banquet gala 
on December 7th in West 
Palm Beach, Florida. 

The Award is named 
for National Football 
League Hall of Fame 
kicker Lou “The Toe” 

Groza, who played 21 
seasons with the Cleve-
land Browns. Groza won 
four NFL championships 
with Cleveland and was 
named NFL Player of the 
Year in 1954. Although 
an All-Pro offensive line-
man as well, Groza ush-
ered in the notion that 
there should be a place 
on an NFL roster for a 
kicker.

For more information 
on the Lou Groza Colle-
giate Place-Kicker Award 
and to see the “Stars of 
the Week” throughout 
the season, please go to 
w w w.lougrozaaward.
com. For even more up-
dates on the best kicking 
performances through-
out the season, follow @
LouGrozaAward on X/
Twitter.
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Bedford’s Opioid Board finalizes 2027 budget
Grants aid programs of 
treatment, training and recovery

Good books
Lynchburg author
releases new biography

Local Community Clinic and 
Meharry Dental continue teamwork

On June 22, 2026, 
Bedford Opioid Board 
met to finalize the ap-
proval of the FY27 Bed-
ford Opioid Abatement 
Grants. 

The Tennessee Opi-
oid Abatement Council 
(OAC) manages grants 
funded by settlement 
proceeds from lawsuits 
against opioid manufac-
turers, distributors, and 
pharmacies. These funds 
are allocated to support 
programs that mitigate 
the opioid crisis, includ-
ing primary prevention, 
harm reduction, treat-
ment, recovery support, 
education, training, and 
research or evaluation 
of abatement strate-
gies (Tennessee Opioid 
Abatement Council)

The Board approved 
$240,849.98 for FY27 
grant funding. Fredia 
Lusk is opioid grant ad-
ministrator for Bedford 
County.

The Bedford Opioid 
Abatement Board re-

ceived $103,000 from the 
National Opioid Abate-
ment Funds; $36,818.04 
for accrued interest; and 
$203,606.33 from the 
Tennessee Opioid Abate-
ment Funds. 

Grant applications 
were received from the 
Center for Family Devel-
opment, Serenity House, 
The Tony Rice Center, 
Recovery is a New High, 
and Volunteer Behavior-
al Health Care System. 

Annual Abatement 
disbursements decrease 
annually for the next 
18 years; therefore, the 
Board made the deci-
sion to allocate 70% for 
the available funds. Dis-
bursements are made 
bi-annually—July (50%) 
and January (50%). 
Grantees are required 
to submit sixth-month 
progress reports to re-
ceive January alloca-
tions.

All nine applicants 
were interviewed and 
scored by the Board. The 

Board members sub-
mitted separate scoring 
documents for each ap-
plicant. The following 
applications were ap-
proved based on the al-
location of funds for pri-
mary prevention, harm 
reduction, treatment, 
recovery support, edu-
cation and training, and 
research and evaluation.

Name of Grant-
ee-Amount Strategy

• Bedford County 
EMS $ 43,560.93 harm 
reduction, treatment, re-
covery support

• Community Clinic of 
Shelbyville and Bedford 
County, Inc. $ 36,768.12 
recovery support ser-
vices for dental services

• LifeSource Family 
Solutions $103,700.00 
treatment, recovery sup-
port, research and eval-
uation

• Be The Bush and Mir-
iam House $53,131.34 
recovery support, educa-
tion and training

Author Sheila Robert-
son recently announced 
the nationwide release of 
her new biography- “If . . 
. . not for Grace,” which 
chronicles the life of 
Debbie Brown Edens.

The biography details 
the account of Debbie’s 
life from innocent child-
hood through devasta-
tion, pain, trauma and 
finally, healing.

Debbie was brutally 
attacked. The book aims 
to demonstrate how 

God’s hand was upon her 
life, bringing grace and 
inner healing. The pag-
es help the reader walk 
through her experienc-
es with the legal system 
and later healing. 

Published by Fairhav-
en Media, the book is 
available through book-
stores nationwide and on 
Amazon.com.

For more information, 
contact Jennifer Petty-
john, publicist, at 931-
581-7335 or email: jen-

nipettyjohn55@gmail.
com.

The Kid’s Dental Pro-
gram of Community 
Clinic of Bedford Coun-
ty (CCsBC) was held on 
Thursday, July 30, 2026, 
from 8:00 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
The Clinic, located on 
Dover Street, scheduled 
44 children from ages 
2-18 for dental appoint-
ments. 

Thirty-three (33) 
children from the ages 
of 2-18 received a school 
backpack and dental 

supplies. The backpacks 
were provided by the 
Johnson Family Give-
back Program.

Once again, CCsBc 
partnered with Mehar-
ry School of Dentistry 
to provide two pediatric 
residents and staff to as-
sist CCsBc with the pro-
gram. Dr. Julie A. Gray 
coordinated the MMC-
SoD staff for what the 
Clinic deems “a histori-
cal event.”

Our other sponsors 
were the Smile 180 
Foundation and United 
Way South Central

Tennessee. Financial 
donations are always 
appreciated.

“Dr. Foster and his 
staff are passionate 
about early intervention 
to prevent dental decay 
and disease,” said Fre-
dia Lusk, CCsBC Direc-
tor. “We will continue 
to provide annually two 

BEDFORD BRIEFS
COUNTY MEETING

Bedford County Committees meet at 5 p.m. Tuesday, 
Aug. 18, at the courthouse.
NEW FIRST BANK EMPLOYEE

Shelbyville native Isiah Washington has joined 
FirstBank's local office as relationship manager. See next 
week’s business spotlight for more from First Bank.
LOCAL HOSPITAL RECOGNIZED-HEART ASSOCIATION

Vanderbilt Bedford County Hospital was recently among 60 hospitals across 
Tennessee recognized by the American Heart Association for its commitment to 
improving care for patients with heart disease and stroke through Get With The 
Guidelines® quality improvement programs. Nationwide, more than 3,000 hospitals 
take part in these efforts, helping ensure patients receive care aligned with the most up-
to-date, research-based treatment guidelines.

special FREE dental 
programs to Bedford 
County children.”

Losing a 
natural tooth: 
It happens

Feature Impact
Most U.S. adults say 

they would do almost 
anything to avoid losing 
a natural tooth. Most 
have also put off go-
ing to the dentist when 
they suspected some-
thing was wrong. And 
some may not be aware 
of the dental special-
ists whose entire focus 
is helping them do ex-
actly that. A new na-
tional survey from the 
American Association 
of Endodontists, the or-
ganization representing 
those specialists, finds 
all three of those things 
together at the center of 
how U.S. adults actually 
approach their dental 
health.

That tension runs 
through the entire sur-
vey. When faced with a 
serious tooth infection, 
61% would choose a 
treatment that saves the 
tooth over extraction. 
Seventy-eight percent 
say they would do al-
most anything to avoid 
losing a natural tooth. 
The attachment runs 
deeper than appearanc-
es. It is about the tooth 
itself, the one that has 

been there your whole 
life, that feels irreplace-
able in a way an implant 
or crown never quite 
does.

 The gap is not in con-
viction. It is in knowing 
what to do.

Only 27% of U.S. 
adults correctly identi-
fy that a knocked-out 
tooth needs to be treat-
ed within 30 minutes to 
give it the best chance 
of being saved. The rest 
either guess wrong or 
have no idea how quick-
ly the clock is running. 
And the specialists most 
equipped to help in that 
moment, dental profes-
sionals called endodon-
tists whose entire focus 
is saving natural teeth, 
are known to only 44% 
of U.S. adults.

Cost widens the gap. 
Sixty percent of U.S. 
adults admit to having 
put off going to the den-
tist when they suspected 
something was wrong. 
The anatomy of that de-
lay is familiar: a symp-
tom that does not seem 
urgent enough, a bill 
that feels easier to avoid 
than face, an appoint-
ment that keeps getting 
pushed to next month. 
Of those who waited, 
51% say it made things 
worse.

And then there is 
the fear. Root canals 
have a reputation that 
the data does not sup-
port. Asked what they 
believe, 28% of U.S. 
adults say a root canal 
is usually more painful 
than the toothache that 

sent them to the den-
tist in the first place. 
They have it backward. 
A root canal is designed 
to relieve that pain, not 
add to it, according to 
the American Associ-
ation of Endodontists. 
But the perception lin-
gers, shaped in part by 
a fragmented informa-
tion environment where 
35% of U.S. adults say 
they have encountered 
conflicting or confus-
ing information online 
about procedures such 
as root canals.

U.S. adults feel 
strongly about their 
natural teeth, probably 
more than they would 
have predicted before 
being asked. They delay 
the care that protects 
them, do not know what 
to do when time is short, 
and are not always get-
ting their information 
from sources that serve 
them well.

For a tooth that can 
often be saved in 30 
minutes, that combina-
tion has consequences.

Methodology
American Associ-

ation of Endodontists 
commissioned Atom-
ik Research, a creative 
market research agency 
part of 4media group, 
to conduct an online 
survey of 2,000 adults 
throughout the United 
States. The margin of 
error is plus or minus 2 
percentage points at a 95 
percent confidence lev-
el. Fieldwork was con-
ducted between April 3 
and April 8, 2026.
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Banana Blender 
Pancakes

Courtesy of the Dairy 
Alliance

The return of school 
schedules, sports practic-
es, and packed calendars 
means it's time to think 
about fuel that can keep 
up. 

This August, we're 
highlighting simple ways 
to incorporate real dairy 
milk's high-quality pro-
tein into busy days, from 
quick breakfasts and sat-
isfying snacks to ideas for 
student athletes and fami-
lies on the go. 

Whether you're blend-
ing up a smoothie before 
school, flipping protein 
pancakes on the weekend, 
or looking for nutrition 
tips to support an active 
lifestyle, we've got plen-
ty of inspiration to help you start the 
school year strong.
Ingredients
• 2 ripe bananas
• 2 cups rolled oats
• 1 ½ cup milk
• ½ cup plain Greek yogurt 
• 2 eggs 
• ¼ cup pure maple syrup 
• 2 teaspoons baking powder 
• 1 teaspoon cinnamon 
• 1 teaspoon vanilla extract 
• ¼ cup ground flaxseed
Notes
1 pancake = ½ cup batter 

1 serving = 3 pancakes without protein 
powder = 18.25g

Instructions
1. Toss all ingredients into a blender 

and blend until smooth (about 30–
45 seconds.)

2. Let the batter sit for 5 minutes to 
thicken slightly.

3. Heat a non-stick skillet over medi-
um heat and lightly grease.

4. Pour batter into small pancakes and 
cook 2–3 minutes per side, or until 
golden brown and cooked through.

5. Top with a drizzle of maple syrup, 
fruit, nut butter, or a sprinkle of cin-
namon. Enjoy!

Back to School basics: 
Load up on protein

The Fly Arts Center announces its upcoming production of There Inherent — recently performed at the 
Rogue Theater Festival in New York City!

Written by local playwright Kyle R. Thomas and directed by Jennifer Dawn Smith, this show will captivate 
you from the moment the lights go down.

PERFORMANCE DATES
August 21, 22, and 23, 2026
SUMMARY
As a threatening storm bears down on an old family home, an aging couple decides to ride it out. When 

their son and daughter-in-law show up demanding that they evacuate immediately, the story shifts into a 
battle of wills, an exploration of faith, and ultimately what can and cannot be left behind.

MEET THE CAST
• Michael Beckett as David
• Jeanne Edwards as Lynn
• Alex Maynard as Edward
• Erica Radomsky as Margaret
Don’t miss the show that received a 5-star review at The Rogue Theater Festival in NYC this summer!  

Tickets available at FlyArtsCenter.com!
For more information, please email Jennifer Dawn Smith at jends.1021@gmail.com

The day in a life 
of a CASA worker

Tennessee gas prices 
fall 12 cents over past week

By Wanda Strayhorn, 
executive director

A CASA supervisor 
was going through doc-
uments bringing herself 
up to speed with cases 
that were open before she 
became a CASA super-
visor and realized that 
CASA had an appoint-
ment order that did not 
include a 12 male sibling 
group of 3 children. DCS 
stated that this child was 
supposed to be on the 
same appointment with 
the other 2 children. 

A child was placed in 
a different home than 
the other 2 children. 
I noticed that I didn't 
have any notes in my 
files on this child, so I 
reached out to the DCS 
to get updates on this 
case to find out if he was 
still supposed to have 
been being checked on. I 

learned that he was, so I 
retrieved his caretaker's 
phone number from his 
mother and reached out 
to this placement, who 
happened to be his bio-
logical father. 

When I tried to set up 
a visit, I found the father 
to be against CASA com-
ing into the home and 
fairly combative about 
my even suggesting it, 
so after many failed 
planned visit attempts, 
I visited the child in 
school. 

During our visit, he 
confided in me that he 
witnessed his father 
using drugs, shoplift-
ing and other behaviors 
that scared this child. I 
learned that no one had 
been checking on this 
child, because the whole 
team was under the im-
pression that the case 
was closed, but it wasn’t. 

This child also told CASA 
that he felt very unsafe 
around his father, and he 
really wished to be back 
in his mother's home, 
where he felt he was safe 
and well taken care of. I 
shared my findings with 
the court, where the 
child was then placed on 
a trial home visit with 
his mother and his quali-
ty of life has since greatly 
improved.

If it wasn't for CASA, 
this child would have 
fallen through the cracks 
and felt as if no one 
cared enough about him 
to check on him and find 
out if he was safe and 
thriving. 

Please support the 
work being done by 
Court Appointed Special 
Advocates (CASA) for 
the Protection of Chil-
dren. See the fundraiser 
flyer on this page.

Tennessee motorists 
saw some relief at the 
pump over the past week, 
with the statewide aver-
age price of gasoline drop-
ping more than 12 cents 
per gallon, according to 
fuel price tracking service 
GasBuddy.

Gasoline prices in Ten-
nessee averaged $3.52 
per gallon Monday, down 
12.2 cents from a week 
earlier. Despite the recent 
decline, prices remain 2.7 
cents higher than a month 
ago and 77 cents higher 
than at the same time last 
year.

GasBuddy reported 
a wide range of prices 
across the state Sunday, 
with the lowest reported 

price at $3.02 per gallon 
and the highest at $5.60, 
a difference of $2.58 per 
gallon.

The decline in Tennes-
see reflected a broader 
drop in fuel prices across 
much of the country. The 
national average fell 10.7 
cents during the past 
week to $3.94 per gallon.

National gasoline pric-
es remain 9.5 cents high-
er than a month ago and 
85.6 cents higher than a 
year ago.

Diesel prices also de-
clined, although not as 
sharply. The national av-
erage price for diesel fell 
5.1 cents during the past 
week to $5.275 per gallon.

Among nearby mar-
kets, Chattanooga had 
one of the sharper week-
ly declines, with prices 
falling 21 cents to an av-
erage of $3.35 per gallon. 
Nashville prices declined 
11.3 cents to $3.56, while 
Huntsville, Alabama, 
prices fell 9.8 cents to 
$3.58.

The current Tennes-
see average is consider-
ably higher than it was 
one year ago. On Aug. 10, 
2025, Tennessee gasoline 
averaged $2.75 per gallon, 
compared with a national 
average of $3.08.

Five years ago, on Aug. 
10, 2021, Tennessee mo-
torists were paying an av-
erage of $2.86 per gallon.

Recent prices are clos-

er to levels seen during 
2022 and 2023. Tennes-
see gasoline averaged 
$3.53 per gallon on Aug. 
10, 2022, and $3.42 on 
the same date in 2023.

Patrick De Haan, head 
of petroleum analysis at 
GasBuddy, said gasoline 
prices declined during 
the past week in 47 states, 
while diesel prices fell in 
39.

De Haan cautioned, 
however, that the decline 
may not continue.

He said instability in 
global petroleum mar-
kets, including Ukrainian 
attacks on Russian oil re-
fineries and uncertainty 
surrounding Iran and the 
Strait of Hormuz, could 
again place upward pres-
sure on fuel prices.

Oil prices moved mod-
estly higher Sunday night, 
according to De Haan, as 
uncertainty continued 
over when the Strait of 
Hormuz could reopen.

“For now, enjoy the 
dip,” De Haan said, while 
cautioning motorists to 
watch developments in-
volving the strait in the 
coming days.

GasBuddy compiles 
its national figures from 
more than 11 million 
weekly price reports cov-
ering more than 150,000 
gas stations. Its Tennes-
see average is based on a 
survey of 3,821 stations 
across the state.

Image from GasBuddy.com, Wednesday, Aug. 12.
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T-G THANKS MAYOR CHAD GRAHAM
T-G Photo by Renee Brown

The T-G recently presented Mayor Chad Graham with a token of appreciation 
for his executive service to the County the last 8 years. Thanks, Mayor Graham, 
for all the calls and emails you answered from the Times-Gazette over the years.  
Blessings on your retirement. Sheriff Austin Swing (not pictured) also received a 
token of appreciation.

I am truly humbled and deeply hon-
ored by the results of last Thursday’s 
election. Thank you, District 5, for 
placing your trust in me.

This campaign has always been about 
our community about our families, our 
future, and our shared values. I’ve en-
joyed every conversation, every hand-
shake, and every story you’ve shared 

with me along the way. I don't take this 
responsibility lightly, and I am ready 
to get to work for you.

We have a lot to accomplish togeth-
er, and I am eager to hit the ground 
running. Thank you for making your 
voice heard. Now, let’s get to work!

Brent Smith

Circuit Court Clerk
(R) Michelle Murray 

7954 - 99.29%

County Clerk
(I) Donna Thomas 

6948 - 81.07%
(I) Wendy Williams 

1617 - 18.87%

Register of Deeds
(D) Johnny Reed 
7219 - 98.50%

School Board District 2
(I) Brian Crews 
1075 - 99.81%

School Board District 3
(I) Dan Reed 
838 - 99.52%

School Board District 4
(I) Lana R. Craig 

993 - 99.70%
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