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ISTOMS AND BORDER PROTECTION

Biological threats targeted at horder

by DAVID COLBURN

Cook/Orr Editor

INTERNATIONAL
FALLS - Asnorthern Minnesota
moves expectantly toward
another wild rice harvest, there
is a group of people working to
insure that the tiniest of foreign
invaders that could wreak havoc
with the crop don’t breach this

Damaging wild rice and timber pests found in recent shipments

country’s borders.

Agriculture specialists with
the U.S. Customs and Border
Protection service don’t have
the same visibility as their
counterparts inimmigration, but
their effort to find and eliminate
threats to agriculture production

and consumption is vital to the
protection of the nation’s food
supply and agriculture-related
industries.

Gene Krause oversees
agricultural inspections at a
number of checkpoints along
the U.S.-Canadian border and

he works out of the operation at
International Falls. Krause said
a number of recent discoveries
in foreign shipments coming
through International Falls could
have had big impacts on agricul-
ture in northern Minnesota.
“Some of the insects we’ve

found have really been potential
threats to either cultivated wild
rice or the wild rice industry,”
Krause said. “In the last month
and a half we’ve found brown
plant hopper, and this really

See..BORDER pg. 7

NORTHERN LIGHTS MUSIC FESTIVAL

1o the
st

outdoor

Annual mu

by JODI SUMMIT

Tower-Soudan Editor

CHISHOLM - There
were some mosquitos,
a rogue red squirrel that
scampered all the way
across row eightduring the

by KEITH VANDERVORT
Ely Editor

SiC series

adjusts to pandemic

first act, and intermission
views of the comet from
the hillside to the north.
The orchestra players
were evenly spaced,
wearing masks if they

See... OPERA pg. 8

Puccini’s “Tosca,” featuring Leah Crocetto
and Rafael Davila, was performed at the
Discovery Center in Chisholm last weekend.
Performers and orchestra took COVID-19
precautions. photos by J. Summit

SUMMER CELEBRATIONS

Operation Blueberry replaces annual Ely festival this year

COVID-19 caution forces alternative celebration

DEVELOPMENT
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Tower Harbor

Where does it
g0 from here?

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

TOWER — There was plenty of opti-
mism here 13 years ago, the last time the late
Rep. Jim Oberstar paid an official visit to
Tower. The longtime Congressman was on
hand to help cut the ribbon on a new harbor
projectthatcity officials and residents hoped
would represent an economic revival for this
town of 500.

By restoring the historic connection
between Lake Vermilion and the city’s
downtown, city officials hoped the project
would spark new commercial and residen-
tial development along a newly excavated
harbor, drawing both traffic and business
fromthe lake into town. An artist’s depiction
from the time shows a busy hub of activity,
with brightly-colored buildings, expansive
docks, and dozens of pedestrians gathered

See..TOWER pg. 9

This year, with the
cancellation of nearly

ELY - Concern over
the COVID-19 pandemic
has forced Ely Chamber
of Commerce officials
to offer an alternative
celebration of the annual
Blueberry/ArtFestival that
typically would draw tens
of thousands of visitors to
the area this weekend.

“Operation
Blueberry” is underway,
according to event coor-
dinator Ellen Cashman,
as a way to give expo-
sure to local businesses
through special sales and
promotions in an attempt
to attract customers who
may visit the Ely area
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OPERATI(}N“BEU EBERRY

this weekend despite the
cancellation of the festival.

“In a summer of
unprecedented event can-

cellations due to the world-
wide pandemic,” Cashman
said, “Ely area business-
es along with the Ely

Chamber of Commerce
have come together to
create some new summer
activities for people. It is
an answer to the many
inquiries wereceived from
those who did not cancel
their reservations despite
our needed cancellation
of this wonderful event.”

all the usual events that
normally take place this
month, the Chamber
of Commerce devised
“Operation Blueberry,”
which runs from Friday,
July 24 though Friday,
July 31, as a way to still
offer some of the fun vis-

See..ELY pg. 10

Canoes and kayaks are in stock! Visit us for all
your paddling and gear needs. 6 a.m. - 8 p.m.
218 - 365 - 6745
Outlet Store OPEN for the season.

10a.m. - 6 p.m. every day.
Thank you for your continued support, The Piragis Staff

Contact The Timberjay

218-753-2950
editor@timberjay.com
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U of M Extension offering free

Food Preservation Wehinars

REGIONAL- Were you one of the many
people who decided to try your hand at gardening
this summer? Whether you are a novice or an expe-
rienced gardener, or just interested in enjoying the
freshness of summer all year long, we invite you to
learn more about preserving your harvest. Please
join Suzanne Driessen, University of MN Extension
Food Safety Educator, as she presents free webinars
on food preservation.

Dates, times and registration links to the free
webinars are as follows:

»Pickling: It’s Not Just for Cucumbers!
Thursday, July 30, 2-3 p.m. Register: https://z.umn.
edu/homepickling

»Preserving Tomatoes, Monday, Aug. 3, 4-5
p.m. Register: https://z.umn.edu/preservingtoma-
toes

»Dry it: You’ll like it! Thursday, Aug. 20, 2-3
p.m. Register: https://z.umn.edu/dryit

»Preserving Fall Vegetables, Thursday, Sept.
10, 10-11 a.m. Register: https://z.umn.edu/fallveg-
etables

»Safely Fermenting Food at Home, Tuesday,
Sept. 29, 4-5 p.m., Register: https://z.umn.edu/fer-
menting

Can’t join the webinars? Check out the
food preservation resources on the University of
Minnesota Extension website at https://extension.
umn.edu/food-safety/preserving-and-preparing.

Vermilion Dream Quilters

to meet Aug. 6

REGIONAL- Vermilion Dream Quilters
will meet outdoors on Thursday, Aug. 6 at the
Greenwood Town Pavilion, 3000 Cty. Rd. 77.
Please make note of the COVID-19 adjust-
ments. The main building will not be open. There is
an outhouse available. There will be no potluck. To
keep all of us and possible vulnerable family
members safe, you MUST wear a mask. We will
maintain safe social distancing.

In addition to a mask, it is recommended that
you bring hand sanitizer, a lawn chair, bug spray,
your own beverage and food, and a show and tell
item.

We will start gathering at 6 p.m. and have a
brief business meeting at 6:30 p.m. Nancy Andraea
has a creative at-a-distance game for us. In order
to know how many game sheets to print, please
respond to Nancy Andraea, NOT “to all”, at alanan-
cy526@gmail.com if you plan to attend.

Caution: The COVID-19 situation can change
rapidly and we may need to cancel at the last
minute.

The all-guild dinner and gathering is offi-
cially canceled. It is tentatively rescheduled for
September 2021. Our own VDQ meeting may be
held, possibly outdoors. That decision will be made
mid-August.

Managing chronic pain in the midst

of a pandemic

REGIONAL- Support is available for people
living with chronic pain, even during these diffi-
cult times. According to the National Institute of
Health, chronic pain affects more Americans than
diabetes, heart disease and cancer. As more people
are staying home to reduce risk of COVID-19
infection, feelings of isolation and loneliness are
increasing. Mental health is more important now, in
this context, for the management of pain than it has
ever been. If you or a loved one lives with chronic
pain, and are feeling lonely or isolated, this online
workshop is for you. Offered in partnership with
local community organizations, Living Well with
Chronic Pain is a six-week workshop that helps
people deal with the ongoing issues associated with
chronic pain. Participants learn strategies to over-
come frustration, fatigue, isolation and poor sleep,
exercises for maintaining and improving strength,
appropriate use of medications, evaluating new
treatment and the importance of good nutrition.

Virtual Living Well with Chronic Pain offer-
ings are Mondays, Aug. 10 through Sept. 21 from
9 - 11:30 a.m. and Thursdays, Sept. 10 through Oct.
15 from 1 to 3:30 p.m.

Register by calling 1-855-215-2174 or visit
www.yourjuniper.org and search for online work-
shops. Classes are offered virtually via HIPAA
Secure Zoom. No Zoom experience is necessary,
we’ll teach you. This class is donation based and no
one is turned away based on inability to donate.

Juniper is a program of Innovations of Aging, a
nonprofit subsidiary of Metropolitan Area Agency
on Aging

DAYS SALE!

July 8-Aug 3

10%
OFF

Jotul Woodstoves,
Gas Stoves and

SUPPORTING THE TROOPS

Northern-Frontiers Thrift helps the troops

HORTHERK-FROMTIERS

THAAF |

SUPPORT OUR TROOPS

Gas Inserts!
H%‘ggg}ﬂ Your Full Service Fireplace Shop

www.hearthsidecorner.com

218-365-5013 * 1203 E. Sheridan St., Ely MN
Hours: Mon-Fri: 10-5, Sat: 10-2

REGIONAL - Northern-
Frontiers Thrift in Babbitt is pre-
paring to send care packages to
deployed military troops. Packages
will be shipped by Saturday, Aug. 15
and anyone can participate.

Organizers said in addition to the
items listed below, they are looking
for letters and pictures.

“Ifyou feel comfortable,accom-
pany the letter (letters must be in an
unsealed envelope for inspection)
with any art, or something similar,”
Carly Ann Evancevich said in a
Facebook post. “If you are willing
to contribute financial items, $25
VISA and MC gift cards (gives them
maximum flexibility, for WIFI, etc),
are welcome.”

Please note that all liquids must
be individually bagged.

Items to consider sending
include: personal hygiene items
(unscented whenever possible), wet
wipes, disposable razors (men’s and
women’s), lip balm, body wash,
lotion, face wash, mouthwash,
deodorant, Q-tips, shampoo, condi-
tioner, foot powder, feminine prod-
ucts (unscented whenever possible),
small packs of napkins and tampons,
female versions of body wash, lotion,
razors, face wash, hair de-tangler,
face moisturizer, shampoo, condi-
tioner, small grooming kits, laundry
detergent pods packed in a sturdy
plastic or metal container, sunscreen,
magazines (clean content), fun

posters and calendars for dressing
the place up, batteries (AAand AAA
size), movies and music on thumb
drives only (USB devices to send
movies and current shows in digital
form -- please keep them virus free;
CDs, DVDs, and tapes are useless),
2 GB + USB memory sticks (blank),
cards, letters, group photos (we want
the troops to know real people did
this for them), tobacco (smoke, dip,
chew, and vape), food (cases of
like-kind goods, not assorted), beef
jerky, hard candy, chewing gum (all
flavors), protein bars, protein mixer
bottles/shakers, cross training shoes
(men’ssizes 11 or 12, women’s sizes
8or9), cordless electric hair clipper,
nose/ear hair trimmer, multi-tools,
3M sticky wall hooks, hand sanitizer,
cookies, crackers, corn nuts, choc-
olate candy, beef sticks, snack bars,
nuts other than peanuts in re-sealable
containers, dried fruits inre-sealable
containers, tins and packets of fla-
vored coffee and cappuccino, breath
mints, and liquid creamers in little
plastic cups with a foil top packed in
a sturdy plastic or metal container.

If you have any questions,
comments or concerns, please
contact Northern-Frontiers Thrift
at 218-827-0777 or email info@
northern-frontiers.com.

Drop off or mail items to 31
Central Blvd, Suite 400, Babbitt, MN
55706.Deadlineis Saturday, Aug.15.

ROAD CONSTRUCTION

Hwy. 169 milling and paving now underway

REGIONAL-MnDOT contrac-
tors began milling and paving work
onMonday, July 20 on Hwy. 169. The
projectareais located between Hwy.
53 and St. Louis County Hwy. 26.
The milling operation will lead with
apaving crew following behind. The
start time of paving will be staggered
so the millers have a head start. The
contractor will not be paving on
Fridays due to high traffic volumes.

Traffic will encounter a flagging
operation at the location of milling
and paving. Traffic will be led
through the operation via pilot car.
Traffic will periodically be driving

Hwys. 1, 53 and

REGIONAL-MnDOT contrac-
tors started work on Hwys. 1,53 and
73 in St. Louis and Itasca counties
on Monday, July 20. The two-year
project will resurface 21 miles on
Hwy. 1 between Hwy. 53 and Hwy.
65, resurface five miles on Hwy. 73
between Hwy. 1 and Hwy. 53, replace
10 culverts, and realign the Hwy. 53
and Hwy. 1/Cty. Rd. 115 intersection
north of Cook.

Initial project work will start
with the intersection of Hwy. 53
and Hwy. 1. Motorists can expect

on a milled surface during the day.
Overnight traffic will encounter a
full-width milled area that will be
paved within 24 hours.

For more project details and
map, please visit the project page:
http://www.dot.state.mn.us/d1/proj-
ects/hwy169resurfacing/index.html

Important reminders for motor-
ists regarding work zone safety:

»Slow down when approach-
ing every work zone, then navigate
through with care and caution.

»Stay alert; work zones con-
stantly change.

>» Watch for workers and

slow-moving equipment.

»Obey posted speed limits; fine
foraviolation ina work zone is $300.

»Minimize distractions behind
the wheel.

»Be patient; expect delays,
especially during peak travel times.

For more information on proj-
ects in northeast Minnesota, follow
us on Facebook at https://facebook.
com/groups/MnDOTnortheast and
Twitter at @mndotnortheast. For
real-time traffic and travel informa-
tionin Minnesota, visitwww.511mn.
org.

73 construction hegan July 20

traffic lane switches on Hwy. 53
and single-lane closures on Hwy. 1
during construction hours of 7 a.m.
to 7 p.m. Bridge work in Linden
Grove on Hwy. 1 over the Little Fork
River will require a single-lane road
with temporary signal and 12-foot
maximum width.

For more project details, please
visit the project page: http://www.
dot.state.mn.us/d1/projects/hwy 1re-
surfacing/index.html.

TRANSPORTATION

RANGE JEWELRY |
8 GIFTS

In-store jewelry
& watch repair

Cash for
Gold & Silver

218-827-2515
33 Central Blvd. Suite 200
Babbitt Shopping Center

Get
Informed!

Get the
Timberjay!

(877) 541-2817 www.ScenicRiversHealth.org

Scenic .\\.I{lVGI'S
—Clinics—
3 Welcoming
Charlene Colwell

MSW, LICSW

Behavioral Health
Services Available

in Cook, Tower, and
Floodwood

Providing counseling services for

care of depression, anxiety, OCD,

stress, grief, trauma, substance
abuse, and addictive cycles.
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COVID-19 info proves difficult to find

MDH says data will soon be tracked by ZIP code rather than county

by KEITH VANDERVORT
Ely Editor

ELY -Two weeks after
Independence Day, rumors were
flying around town about a poten-
tial increase in local cases of the
coronavirus. Trying to get anyone to
confirm the unsubstantiated reports
proved challenging.

Following several inquiries, the
Timberjay learned from the local
hospital on Monday that there has
been no increase in cases in the
greater Ely community over the last
two months, and that the Minnesota
Department of Health will soon be
presenting coronavirus case number
information by ZIP Code rather than
by county.

The initial search for answers
all started last Thursday with an
ominous email from a local busi-
ness owner to the Timberjay: “Is
a COVID surge underway in Ely?
That’s the scuttlebutt our (deleted)
staff is hearing around town, and
so they contacted the mayor and
hospital — no response. We asked
a (local) nurse friend who said she
can’t provide any details but that,
yes, ‘it’s time to be very careful
around Ely.””

The email continued, “Rather
disconcerting, especially given the
lack of any public alerts about this
apparent uptick and Ely’s concur-
rent tourism surge. Chamber of
Commerce says all lodging is filled
through August.”

The Timberjay started asking
around.

As areminder, symptoms may
appear two to 14 days after exposure
to the virus, according to the Ely-
Bloomenson Community Hospital.
People with these symptoms may
have COVID-19: fever or chills,
cough, shortness of breath or dif-
ficulty breathing, fatigue, muscle
or body aches, headache, new loss

of taste or smell, sore throat, con-
gestion or runny nose, nausea or
vomiting, and diarrhea.

EBCH Marketing and
Communications Team Leader
Jodi Martin responded to questions
about the potential “news tip” last
Thursday.

“We’ve been getting a lot of
emails regarding that, and actually
I’m working with our CEO today
to put out a press release regarding
that. There is not much we can say
with the HIPPA privacy laws.”

When asked if she was confirm-
ing an uptick of COVID-19 cases
in the Ely area, she responded, “I’'m
not saying anything at this point.
Everyone should continue to wear
(protective) face masks.”

When pressed on the matter,
Martin said, “I’m meeting with Patty
(Banks, EBCH interim CEO) this
morning. [ have been getting emails
allmorning. The rumor-millis going
around town.”

Martin was unavailable Friday
and acall to her voice mail was made
first thing Monday morning.

As reported last weekend, all
three taconite mines on the Iron
Range confirmed at least one case
of the coronavirus after two more
facilities announced positive cases
last week.

St. Louis County health officials
said that more than 70 percent of the
region’s cases are in Duluth but they
are seeing increased transmission
in the northern Minnesota commu-
nities that include the Iron Range.

Another rumor indicated that
Ely Essentia Clinic, specifically Dr.
Joe Bianco, was ready to provide a
press briefing about the situation. An
inquiry to him from the Timberjay
confirmed that he was on vacation
until the middle of this week and
no such press conference was in
the works. A nurse promised to get
a message to Dr. Bianco about the

inquiry, but no call back had been
received by the end of the day on
Monday.

Another conversation, this one
with Ely Mayor Chuck Novak, shed
little light on the issue.

“I’ll tell you what I know.” he
said. “The Governor’s office and
St. Louis County won’t tell me a
(expletive deleted) number. They
won’t tell me anything, and I have
to resort to hearing it on the street.”

Novak provided the telephone
number of Gov. Walz’s assistant
chief of staff for external relations.
That attempted conversation went
straight to voice mail.

Another call to Martin at EBCH
resulted in another voice mail late
Monday afternoon.

She forwarded a press release
within the hour:

“Ely-Bloomenson Community
Hospital (EBCH) officials
announced today that despite an
increase of COVID-19 cases report-
ed by the county, there has been
no increase in cases locally in the
greater Ely community over the last
two months.”

“Fortunately, our community
and our providers and employees
immediately responded and took
necessary precautions. We must all
stay vigilant in our efforts, though,
and take nothing for granted,” said
Patti Banks, Interim CEO of EBCH.

“Community members and
media are advised to consult with
St. Louis County or the Minnesota
Department of Health officials for
specific numbers, as that data is
reported statewide and customarily
released by government offices, and
not individual hospitals.”

The press release included
a description of COVID-19 pre-
cautions and protocols at EBCH.

See VIRUS.pg 5

Five safe after hoat
capsizes on White Iron

MORSETOWNSHIP
— Five people escaped
injury Sunday afternoon
when the boat they were
in capsized in gusty winds
on White Iron Lake.

The St. Louis County
Sheriff’s Office and Rescue
Squad, along with the
Morse Fire Department,
were called around 2:30
p.m. to a water emergency
on White Iron Lake south
of Ely, according to an
incident report from the
Sheriff’s Department.

All five people aboard
a l4-footboat were wearing

life jackets when their craft
capsized in gusty winds.
Authorities said all five
people aboard the boat
were able to swim to a
nearby island, where they
were rescued and brought
to shore. No one was hurt.
Authorities did not iden-
tify those involved in the
incident.

The St. Louis County
Sheriff’s Office reminds
the public to always wear
life jackets and be prudent
in deciding whether to
venture out into the water
in arduous conditions.

Ely man _hurt in
four-vehicle crash

REGIONAL - A
23-year-old Ely man who
suffered serious multiple
injuries in a construc-
tion zone chain-reaction
vehicle crash last Friday
wasreleased froma Duluth
hospital on Monday.

Michael Douglas
Johnson and passenger
Gracie Sarah Hanson,
20, were northbound in a
Toyota Corolla on Hwy.
169 near Door Rd. in Pike
Twp. at about 4 p.m. on
July 17 as they approached
a construction area. The
Corolla failed to stop
and struck a stationary
ToyotaRAV 4 from behind,
causing that vehicle to
strike a Jeep Cherokee in
front of it, and in turn the
Cherokee struck a Ford
Edge.

Johnson sustained
what were believed to
be life-threatening inju-
ries and was transported
to Essentia Healthcare

Facility in Virginia and
then flown by helicopter to
a Duluth hospital. He was
wearing a seatbelt. No use
of alcohol was reported.
Hanson was not injured,
according to the Minnesota
State Patrol report. She was
also wearing a seatbelt.
The driver of the RAV
4, Irene Johnson, 69, of
Ely, was not injured. The
driver of the Cherokee,
Gracie Eleana Paulson,
19, of Virginia, was not
injured. The driver of the
Edge, Jon Philip Malek, 59,
of Tower, was not injured.
All were wearing seatbelts
at the time of the accident.
According to a post
on Johnson’s Facebook
account, he suffered
multiple fractures and
received multiple surger-
ies, but his condition had
improved enough that
he was released from the
hospital on Monday.

REAL ESTATE

\ VERMILION

/ Real Estate  Apmraisals

Lake Country

Y
& RE/MAX
v

(218) 666-5352

Looking To Buy Or Sell?
Give Us A Call!

www.vermilionland.com ¢ info@vermilionland.com &=

Tower: 218-753-8985 3{

" 218-757-3233
www.TheLakeCountry.com

Elbow Lake-$159,000 530 ft of shore-
line on 3.83 acres with towering pines.
MLS#136256

Orr-$449,000 Pelican Lake cabin on
51 acres and 4,975 ft of lakeshore.
MLS#139481

a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate

TIM LILLQUIST, Realtor

Serving Lake Vermilion, Tower, Soudan, Breitung,
Cook, Ely and surrounding communities
612-834-5769 (cell)
timlillquist@edinarealty.com

0Orr-$398,000 Custom built log home
with garage on Ash Lake, 250 ft of lake-
shore and great views! MLS#139758

Lake Vermilion-$137,500 3.2 acres on
Lake Vermilion with 204 ft of shoreline.
MLS#136286

Elbow Lake-$59,900 13+ wooded
acres and 525 ft of shoreline. Boat-
access. MLS#137794

# HOBODY INTHE

WORLD

SELLS MORE

FEAL ESTATE THAN

RE/MAX

i As measured by residential transaction sides.”

info@bicrealty.com
www.bicrealty.com

PINE ISLAND 2 BR, 3/4 BA cabin. Kitchen,
living room w/stone FP, DR w/ lake view,
large BR w/lake view, laundry, deck, new
metal roof. Shed, boathouse, septic system,
lake water system. 200 ft lakeshore, .80
acres. #139282 $269,000

COOK Riverfront acreage on Little Fork
River. Wooded 17+ acres w/approx. 1,000 ft
riverfront. Several great building sites with
150 year old white pine, “park-like setting”.
#137581 PRICE REDUCED! $39,500

LAKE VERMILION 2-3 BR cabins on 6.42
acre lot w/over 750 ft of lakeshore and pine
trees. #139393 SALE PENDING! LISTED
AT $450,000

LAKE VERMILION 3.21 acre island w/

2 BR cabin w/wood floors, large windows,
large deck w/FP, sauna, storage bldg. and
2nd story BR. Stunning views from all over
the island! TOO many extras to mention
here! #139656 MUST SEE PROPERTY!
$795,000

LOCALLY OWNED/NATIONALLY FOCUSED
OUR BROKERS/AGENTS
HAVE 100+ YEARS
m W’g COMBINED EXPERIENCE

\ b

F Yu
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Could it be that Donald
Trump has been playing
twelve-dimensional chess
after all?

During the 2016 cam-
paign, the xenophobic Trump
promised to build a wall at our
southern border and get Mexico
to pay for it.

Now, thanks to President
Trump, there is at least a virtual
wall around America— only
it’s one designed to keep
Americans in, rather than keep
foreigners out.

At a time when most other
developed countries in the
world are more or less back to
normal thanks to responsible,
science-based responses to the
COVID-19 epidemic, America
has become the world’s cau-
tionary tale about the effects
of extreme government mis-
management of the pandemic.
While we make up less than
five percent of the world’s
population, the U.S. is now
comprising almost a third
of all new COVID-19 infec-
tions worldwide. That’s not a
testament to more testing, as
President Trump likes to falsely
claim. Many other countries
have higherrates of testing than
the United States, with far fewer
positive results.

At a time when tourists
are returning to the European
Union from many countries,
Americans are barred from
travel to most of Europe. In
fact, these days a U.S. pass-
port isn’t worth the paper it’s
printed on. Americans can
still fly to Mexico and Turkey,
but the rest of the world is
virtually off limits as other
countries justifiably fear that
Americans will bring disease to
their shores. Under the Trump
administration, Americans are
now getting a feel for what it’s
like to be international pariahs.

And while it’s tempting
to put the onus for America’s
public health failure solely
on a historically incompetent
president and administration,
the fault ultimately rests with
the self-indulgent nature of far
toomany Americans. President
Trumpis the ultimate symbol of
the fall of a nation that used to
actually do great things. Today,

Trump and his wall

Turns out the wall is keeping Americans
in, rather than foreigners out

we can’tevenbe asked todothe
easy things, such as donning
masks to help bring adangerous
pandemic under control.

The Greatest Generation
survived the Great Depression
and actually fought for liberty
in World War II. They gave up
their freedom temporarily to
join the war effort in count-
less ways. They sacrificed,
in some cases everything, for
the good of their country and
its people. And yet today’s
generation can’t be bothered
to even wear a mask— in part
to protect the health of the
Greatest Generation. And they
call themselves patriots? They
seem only to recognize their
rights as Americans, without
recognizing the obligations and
responsibilities that also come
with living in a free nation.
Fortunately for America, prior
generations better understood
the concept of citizenship and
duty.

Because too many
Americans see “liberty” as the
right to act like undisciplined
children, we are, in fact, no
longer free to leave our own
country in most cases. We’ve
been made to go sit in the
corner, because nations with
more mature leadership recog-
nize the risk that the pandemic
poses to their people, and they
understand the degree to which
the United States has failed to
protect its own public.

Perhaps Donald Trump has
simply given his supporters
what they wanted from the start:
a backward and inward-look-
ing country with no interest
in the outside world. Perhaps
the COVID-19 pandemic,
fueled by Trump’s ignorance
and incompetence, has, in the
end, given his supporters their
beloved wall. It’s just that in this
case, it’s a wall that’s keeping
Americans inside— just as the
Berlin Wall used to deny East
Germans the right to travel.

In truth, America won’t
have actual liberty or an
improving economy until we
getthe pandemic under control.
And that will require that we
start acting like a mature and
responsible nation once again.
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“CONGRESS SHALL MAKE NO LAW...
ABRIDGING THE FREEDOM
OF SPEECH, OR OF THE PRESS;”

The First Amendment of the United States Constitution

Letters from Readers

The Stink Meter is
nearing its limit in
Greenwood

At the recent Greenwood
Town Board meeting, the
board decided to slash the town
clerk’shours and pay. The board
claimed the Breitung Township
Clerk gets her work done in 12
hours because that is what is
posted as public office hours.
If they had made one call to the
Breitung Clerk, she would have
enlightened them to the fact she
works other hours outside the
posted ones, but they were not
interested in that truth. They
only wanted a small truth that
could be woven into a larger lie
in order to achieve their goal of
removing our clerk.

If you remember, the board
placed Option B on the ballot in
ourlastelection, and if it passed,
Option B would have removed
the clerk from office and
replaced her with a board-ap-
pointed clerk. Thankfully, the
citizens voted, by a two-to-one
margin, not to have an appoint-
ed clerk and also re-elected
the clerk by an overwhelming
margin.

Having failed in that effort,
the Greenwood board moved
on to passing ordinances that
fine or imprison the clerk if she
releases data that other town-
ships would regard as “public”
and just release.

These ordinances eliminate
the transparency we should
expect and were passed with no
public input under the stream-
lined pandemic rules, under
which the board has chosen to
operate.

So here we are today,
with the clerk having run for
an office with hours and com-
pensation that she was elected

/7 under for four years. Then the

board plays a bait and switch,
and she is left with too few
hours to complete her work.

4
If the clerk should choose to

resign, the board will have taken
away your right to elect your
clerk and simply appoint one
they like.

If she stays, who knows
what scheme the board will
cook up with their attorney to

force our elected Clerk Sue
Drobac to resign. Observing
how this Greenwood board
secretly operates, the day will
come when they give their
appointed clerk more hours and
pay and that’s when the “Stink
Meter” will max out.

JoAnn and John Bassing

Greenwood Twp.

Accountability in
the Tower Area
Ambulance Service

Inresponse to the “Editor’s
Note” that was attached to my
letter last week concerning the
Tower AreaAmbulance Service
accounts, I stand by what I
wrote. Facts are facts, and I will
certainly take Interim Clerk/
Treasurer Lamppa’s statement
in the 7-25-19 Timberjay that
“even that fund [the ambu-
lance subsidy account] had
been drained almost entirely
at various points.” And I do
believe the city’s professional
audit firm when it states that
the ambulance service fund is
short $697,299, “Due From
Other [City] Funds”. A forensic
audit, which wasrecommended
by St. Louis County investi-
gators when the city council
asked them to investigate the
former clerk/treasurer was
never accomplished by the city.
Why not? That would have
led to needed transparency.
The townships deserve some
answers, and at least a “thank
you” for persevering in this
mismanagement by the city.

AndI’mnotimpressed with
the Editor’s view of the ambu-
lance service account, profits
that are generated from ambu-
lance runs. The Editor states:
“The city has tapped those
funds for other city expenses,
but no township funds were
involved in those transactions
under the current administra-
tion.” Notwithstanding that
those ambulances were pur-
chased with significant town-
ship money, and that township
residents are members of the
ambulance crew, the idea that
it’s apparently OK for the city
to use those profits for city
expenses is incredible. Money
earned by the ambulances needs

to be used in the ambulance
service. And I’d sure like to see
the state statute that says a new
city council is not responsible
forpastcity debts. Wouldn’t that
be something? The city needs
to make good on the $697,299
and the city needs to pass a
formal resolution preventing
future TAAS profits from being
diverted to cover city expenses.
Lee Peterson
Greenwood Twp.

Thanks for the
good laugh

After reading Marilyn
Mueller’s letter last week, I
broke out laughing. Not about
her saying that we as taxpayers
should see all politicians’ tax
records, because I believe we
should, but about the way she
colors Donald Trump and about
not needing to see his. She said,
we as taxpayers don’t need to
see the tax records of a highly
motivated [clearly self-centered
motivated], hard-working bil-
lionaire [prove it, as he plays
another round of golf on our
buck], who became a public
servant [why take a “pay cut”
and work for free? Think about
it harder]. I could go on and on
about those statements.

I'think Marilyn should read
Donald Trump’s own book “The
Art Of The Deal,” because 1
can easily tell she has not. It
will explain in his own words
why she is blind to the truth
about him and his con game. [
do thank her, however, for the
good laugh!

Barry W. Tungseth

Fall Lake Twp.

We welcome
your letters

The Timberjay
encourages letters to the
editor. You can submit
letters by mail at PO Box
636, Tower, MN 55790,
or email letters to mar-
shall@timberjay.com.

Letters are subject
to editing, primarily for
length and clarity.

Don’t ask me - I'm still wondering ahout Lee

that if Jackson had

Prediction: If

a certain candidate
doesn’t win the
Presidential elec-
tion in November,
members of his party
in Congress will
support a military
coup to make him
President anyway.

lost he would have
been “placed in the
Presidential Chair,
at the point of fifty
thousand bayo-
nets!!!”

Surely even
the most ardent of
Trump detractors

Reality: We’ll
never know, because
Andrew Jackson
defeated John

COLBURN

couldn’t believe I
was talking about the
current occupant of
the Oval Office — or

Quincy Adams in
the 1832 election. However,
conspiracy theorists were certain

could they? After

all, no less than Democratic
candidate Joe Biden is alreadv

on record as being convinced
Trump will try to “steal” the
election and will refuse to leave
if he loses. Right?

And while Democrats can’t
seem to contain their glee over
Trump’s sinking poll numbers,
they consistently fail to account
for the intensity of those voters
who know that electing Biden
virtually assures that billionaire
investor George Soros will be
free to consolidate his plans for
a new world order, providing
he has enough money left after
paying to buy all the bricks and
bus in all the protesters for all

the violent civil unrest in our
cities. This huge “silent major-
ity” surely will ride to Trump’s
rescue in November. Right?
Conspiracy theories are
as American as apple pie, and
our appetite for the former is as
voracious as it is for the latter.
They’re more visible and more
dangerous than ever in the
digital age, but to suggest that
Americans on both the right and
the left have suddenly become
suckers for a good conspiracy
theory is ludicrous. We’ve
always been suckers for wild
fliehts of fantasv and deception.

right down to believing that P.T.
Barnum actually said, “There’s
a sucker born every minute.”
He didn’t.

My first foray into the realm
of conspiracy theory came when
I dove headlong into all the
theories about the assassination
of President John F. Kennedy
in a Dallas motorcade in 1963.
Although I was just a month
shy of turning six years old, it
made a huge impression on me.
AsI grew into my late teens and
twenties, [ read most everything

See CONSPIRACY...no 5
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Twin Metals mine
plan is unacceptable

I’m the son and grandson
of iron and taconite miners on
the Iron Range and hope that
copper-nickel mining can go
ahead because our economy
needs these good, high-paying
jobs. I am, however, deeply
disappointed to see the new
Antofagasta mining plan which
does not meet the high bar of
doing this right.

I have long held that the
one, non-negotiable, environ-
mental standard that must be
met here is simply stated as
follows: Mine the ore where
it is found but process the ore
south of the Continental Divide,
outside the Kawishiwidrainage.
Ironically, the original Twin
Metals mining plan did just that,
taking into account the basic
reality that mining itself entails
little environmental risk while
all the steps in processing the
ore are extremely hazardous.
But no, Antofagasta apparently
decided we are just one more
indigenous tribe to be exploited
for profit as mining companies
have done around the world.
This will not stand.

The mining industry and the
men and women working in the
ferrous mines in Minnesotahave
been doing a wonderful job for
over a hundred years of provid-
ing this nation the raw materials
to make steel, and have done
so while keeping our lakes and
streams clean. But copper-nickel
mining is something else, far
more dangerous, and requires a
new vigilance. And know this:
mining is no walk in the park.
Here are four basic facts about
mining that must be considered.

> Stuff Happens.

> Stuff Breaks.

» Operational managers are
only about half as smart as they
think they are.

» Shift Supervisors bucking
for promotion cut corners.

Knowing these basic facts
of the mining world, no respon-
sible mine owner would put
copper-nickel processing facil-
ities on the shores of Birch
Lake, which drains directly into
Basswood and on into the heart
of the Boundary Waters. This
is insanity. This is not a new
mine plan— this is a declaration
of war, economic war against
the people of northeastern
Minnesota. So, let me offer
a little friendly, constructive
advice.

First to Antofagasta: Go
back to some version of your
original mine plan which moved
ore processing near where
PolyMet is. That was a defen-

Letters from Readers

sible mining plan. This is not.
This new plan will never be built
in the face of determined public
protest, in my judgment. Please
reconsider.

Second, to Minnesota offi-
cials: Here are the specific
environmental mining standards
you need to uphold, if you are
serious about protecting the
Boundary Waters.

»Oppose any copper-nick-
el mining plan that includes
processing these ores in the
Kawishiwi basin. Thatis simply
non-negotiable.

> Allow Antofagasta to be
a mine operator but not a mine
owner or lease owner. They are
legally untouchable if things go
wrong, and by submitting this
revised mine plan, they have
demonstrated bad faith on an
epic scale. Deal with them as
they are, not as who you wish
they were. Your choices here
willbe vividly clear to Minnesota
voters.

»Include a lease require-
ment that all Information
Technology-related jobs for
these mines must be held by
employees living within rea-
sonable driving distance of the
mines. By the time this mine is
built, there will be no need for
a single miner to work under-
ground and all those trucks and
other heavy equipment will be
largely self-driving. The jobs
to operate all that equipment
could justas well be in Santiago,
Chile, as in Ely, Minnesota, and
will be, unless you make this a
lease requirement. Donotignore
this reality. You must not take
environmental risk for jobs that
turn out to be just ghosts in the
machine we call the Internet.

»If Antofagasta insists on
this mine plan, these leases must
be denied evenin the face of great
controversy. And if you are one
of those politicians who has been
riding the fence on this issue,
now is the time to climb down
off that fence and take a stand.
This is one place you could take
that stand.

Finally, to my good old
boy friends who support this
mining and who also like to fish
Basswood and especially to old
timers who used to take 19-foot
square sterns with a ten-horse
Johnson all the way to Thursday
Bay of Crooked Lake, now is
the time to go down to the Twin
Metals building, pound on the
door, ask to see the management
and tell them they can’t put this
operation on the shores of Birch
Lake. Tell ‘em so they know you
meanit. Thatis whatl am trying
to do here. Please help me.

Hans Olsen

Ely

CONSPIRACY....Continued from page 4

that was written about the assas-
sination. When I lived in Dallas
briefly in 1987, I simply had to
visit Dealy Plaza to look at the
“grassy knoll” and the former
Texas School Book Depository
building to see the area for
myself.

To this day, the possibility
of conspiracy still intrigues me.
Wasitreally Lee Harvey Oswald
acting alone to kill Kennedy,
or were there others? Was the
CIA involved? How about the
Russians or the Cubans or orga-
nized crime? If there’s a new
documentary that attempts to
focus the latest in forensic tech-
nology on proving or disproving
the “single bullet theory,” I'm

VIRUS...Continued from page 3

MDH to change data
reporting

The phone call to the gov-
ernor’s office apparently was
forwarded to the Minnesota
Department of Health. Julie
Bartkey, MDH media rela-
tions specialist-COVID, told
the Timberjay late Monday
that indeed all coronavirus

going to tune in.

So why do conspiracy the-
ories develop, why do they take
root and flourish, particularly
on the extreme left and right
sides of the political spectrum?
I personally chalk it up to two
things: feeling powerless and
being intellectually lazy.

Pick any conspiracy theory
running rampant today and
you’re likely to find an element
of power at its root, driven by
either the belief that someone
is trying to take power away
from you or trying to keep you
from having it. If I had a nickel
for every Facebook meme I’ve
seen touting a conspiracy with
power at its root, I’d own Rupert

Enough nonsense
from Greenwood

I was shocked and really
upset when Iread the newsin The
Tower News and The Timberjay
papers about Greenwood’s super-
visors slashing our clerk’s hours.
Sue Drobac has been a wonderful
addition to Greenwood’s office.
She is friendly, knowledgeable,
and willing to help. She assisted
me with our 40th anniversary
party for the township. I know for
afact that if Sue has to leave the
office for any reason, she always
leaves a note on the door saying
where she can be reached. And
to my knowledge, she always
notifies the chairman or another
supervisor where she can be
reached, if her assistant cannot
come to the office.

The board stated that the
Township of Breitung’s clerk
kept their office open only 12
hours a week and that there is
no reason for us in Greenwood
to be open for 20 hours. They
then reduced our clerk’s salary
to $27 per hour and gave her 12
hours a week to complete her
work. THIS IS NOT A TRUE
STATEMENT! The clerk of
Breitung asked her board if the
hours between 12 noonto 4 p.m.
each day could be the time when
the public can come in and get
their questions answered and
business done. After talking to
Jorgine Gornick, who has been
Breitung’s treasurer for many
years, she stated that, most
days, they both come in and
start working around 8 a.m.,
until 5 p.m.

Chairman Mike Ralston
stated that the board wanted to
be more fiscally conservative.
Really. MIKE, WHY THEN
DIDN’'TYOUCUTYOURAND
THE OTHER SUPERVISORS’
SALARIES? I found out that
Greenwood’s supervisors get
$179 per hour when they have
a meeting and that he as chair-
man gets $191 per hour....The
supervisors get their monthly
pay even if they are not present
at their monthly meetings. The
supervisors can miss up to three
months before this is brought up
to the board. I FEEL THIS IS
DISCRIMINATION AGAINST
WOMEN. I amshocked and very
disappointed in our supervisors!
Why have they not made the
public aware of this practice?

Chairman Ralston also
stated that Breitung Township
has many more services than
Greenwood is responsible for,
but Mike failed to state that
Greenwood has twice as many
people. Inanotherdecision, when
Greenwood’s treasurer resigns
at the end of July, Chairman
Ralston has asked the board to

vote to appoint Belinda Fazio as
interim treasurer, without asking
for a background check of her,
as well as Tammy Mortaloni,
who Belinda Fazio had asked
to be appointed as assistant to
the treasurer.

As a voting resident of the
township of Greenwood, I object
to both appointments. There
appears tobe aconflict of interest
involved in these appointments.
I recently found out that Fire
Chief Fazio, who is Belinda
Fazio’s husband, works for Mike
Ralston. This is a conflict of
interest. Why didn’t Chairman
Ralston ask permission to post
these positions in our local
papers and SEE if we have other
candidates in our township who
might want the job and maybe be
more qualified? This has been the
practice in the past when there
is a vacancy.

In closing, I really feel all
of us residents of Greenwood
Township should become more
observant to what is going on
in our township. We supposedly
have moreresidents with degrees
from bachelors to doctorates
than any other township, but we
don’thave more than one who is
on our town board. We need all
of us to start rethinking who we
place on our town board. This
is not the “good old boys” club.
This is serious business when
we elect supervisors who do not
know theirresponsibilities. Ithas
become very obvious to me that
Chairman Mike Ralston does not
know rules and order and how to
conduct a lawful meeting.

Pam Lundstrom

Greenwood Twp.

Greenwood board’s
arguments on clerk
don’t hold up

Inresponse to the arguments
that the Greenwood Town Board
made in justifying their decision
to cut the clerk’s pay, “Breitung
Township offers so many ser-
vices that Greenwood doesn’t.”
Yes, they maintain roads (with
a staff and a supervisor to direct
them). They have a water and
sewer plant they share with
Tower (with staff to maintain it)
and a police department (with a
chief to oversee it). This would
seem to indicate that the Breitung
clerk’s main “duty” over the
various departments is to record
the report they give the town
board at their meetings.

When I was Planning
Director, I heard that if every-
one was at their cabin and the
resorts in Greenwood were
filled at the same time, the
population would swell to
over 10,000! Greenwood is

more than twice the physical
size of Breitung and has greater
population. Ichecked--Breitung
population was 575 as of April
1, 2019, while Greenwood’s
population stood at 896.

The otherreasonfor cutting
our clerk’s hours and pay was
“because we are trying to be fis-
cally conservative here.” If that
were the truth, the supervisors
would have cut their own pay
by 40 percent also.

A portion of the clerk’s
duties include not only helping
folks who come to the office,
but also answering telephone
calls, which the supervisorsdon’t
deal with.

Make no mistake about
it: Our national and state capitals
are not the only places where
politics are corrupt. Pay atten-
tion to who you vote for! Even
Jesus had harsh words to say to
the corruptleaders in their nation.

Marilyn Mueller

Greenwood Twp.

Groceries, not COVID

Tuesday, July 21, was a
gloomy day of rain. Grocery
shopping was a good idea. I put
on one of my masks and stepped
into an Ely grocery store that
was crowded with people of all
ages. Squeezing past so many
folks, I paused to compliment
one woman on her very unusual
mask and paused again to give
a thumbs up and express “You
are wonderful” to a masked
mom and her four young masked
companions. Three un-masked
young adults about two feetaway
from me said they were social
distancing.

I applaud all of the folks
who are wearing masks in Ely!
But some still do not. Shopping
in Ely’s two busy grocery stores
puts everyone into spaces with
narrow aisles and —especially on
rainy days—into close proximity
with each other. I know. In the
past, we liked it this way!

Would our grocery stores
follow the lead from a growing
number of large retail stores?
You could show us all the Ely
pioneering spirit and could dare
to step up in a time of need as
leaders.

Please. Could you require
masks of all adults and children
entering the store?

Phyllis Ryan

Ely

Where the
North Country
Sounds Off!

Murdoch’s mediaempire instead
of working at the Timberjay.
Memes are proof positive that
people have become intellectu-
ally lazy — people read them, and
if they agree, they share them,
without ever taking even 30
seconds to do a Google search for
some fact-checking. Someone
posted it, it must be true. For
posts about coffee addiction,
perhaps that’s OK. For conspir-
acies, it’s not.

As regards conspiracies
surrounding the COVID-19 pan-
demic, some conspiracy theories
have cost people livelihoods,
health, and lives. That’s not
acceptable in any way. If one
personally wants to believe in a
conspiracy, that’s their right, but

to turn that belief into actions
that we now know can harm
others is not.

When it comes to dealing
with conspiracies, perhaps the
best personal tool one can have
toassess themis Occam’s Razor.
A problem-solving technique
developed in the 14th century, it
boils downto asimple phrase that
most Facebook meme writers
couldn’tscrew up: “The simplest
explanation is most likely the
right one.”

Which is more simple:
a) Democrats wanting to oust
Trump from office have con-
cocted a COVID-19 hoax that
involves top-level officials in
every state of the union, both
Republican and Democrat, and

have enlisted the aid of doctors,
nurses, first responders, and
countless others to distort all
the case and death numbers to
outrageous levels; orb) wereally
do have an out-of-control virus
that poses a serious health threat
to millions of people? B is the
most simple by far. Particularly
because itamazes me thatanyone
could call Democrats “libtards”
in one breath and accuse them
of brilliantly masterminding
a worldwide pandemic on the
other.

“The simplest explanation
is most likely the right one.”
Ancientadvice foramodern-day
crisis that should be contemplat-
ed by all. Conspiracy theories
arent’ exclusive to either party

data is currently tracked coun-
ty-by-county but improvements
are on the horizon.

“Inthe next week or two, our
(COVID-19) tracking data will
be presented by ZIP Code, and
not by county,” she said. “That
will give you an opportunity to
find out about Ely specifically.
As of now we just can’t get that
granular in our data (reporting).”

Bartkey said she was sur-
prised by the lack of information
available locally.

“Itis really unfortunate that
your local public health has not
been able to clarify anything.
Thatreally surprises me. Usually
they are pretty good about that
unless that don’t have the infor-
mation either,” she said.

She said that one can assume

there would be an uptick in
coronavirus cases in the Ely area.
“That is just where it’s going
everywhere else in the state,”
Bartkey said. “But to actually
point to a city, not unless it is
tied into a workplace that has
specific public health interests.”

She added, “The message
for your readers is the same
thing we’ve been saying for a

very long time. Even though it
is greater Minnesota, and people
have the assumption that COVID
isn’t there, it is everywhere now
and (is spread) by community
transmission. Just taking our rec-
ommendations is going to help
slow that down and mitigate it.
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Monday

TOPS - Immanuel
Lutheran Church, Tower,
at 9 a.m. Canceled until
further notice.

Embarrass Al-Anon
Family Group- Hope
Lutheran Church, 5088
Hwy. 21, 6 p.m.

Tuesday

Tower Area Food

Shelf- Open on the third
Tuesday of every month
from 2:30-5:30 p.m.
Located in the back of
the Timberjay building on
Main Street. Next food
shelf day is August 18.

Greenwood Fire Dept.-
Meetings on the first
(business meeting) and
third (drill) Tuesday of
each month at 6 p.m.

Wednesday

Tower AA- Open Basics-
7 p.m. at St. James
Presbyterian Church.
Questions, call 753-2332.

Thursday

AA Meeting- Lake
Vermilion 12x12 (Open).
6:30 p.m. at Immanuel
Lutheran Church, Tower,
use the rear side door
entrance.

Vermilion Country School
Board- Meetings

posted online at
vermilioncountry.org.

Tower Food Shelf
TOWER- The Tow-
er Food Shelf is not able
to increase its hours on
a regular basis, but any-
one needing an emergen-

cy visit can contact Food

Shelf Coordinator Marge
McPeak at 218-753-3503.

Based on comments in local
media from a number of critics
in recent months, it is apparent
that some in the public have a
misunderstanding of the termi-
nology used by audi-

COMMENTARY

Critics misunderstand the city's finances

the city tapped other available
funds to cover the expenses as-
sociated with those projects. To
compare this to a household, the
city essentially transferred funds
from a savings account

tors as it pertains to
city financing.

As we have re-
ported, the city of
Tower’s auditors
have frequently cit-
ed budget deficits in
a number of project
accounts dating back
several years. And
several critics have
wrongly assumed
that these deficits

MARSHALL
HELMBERGER

to its checking to pay
some unexpected bills.
For most families, such
transfers are routine
money management.
It’s the same for the
city except, in the case
of a public body, these
transfers are supposed
to be authorized and
documented in official
minutes. The city of
Tower ran into difficulty

are evidence that the
city is in debt. In fact,
debt and deficit mean different
things.

The city has taken on debt
for some projects, such as the
sewer extension to the Hoodoo
Point Campground or the con-
struction of the new Lamppa
Manufacturing facility. These
debts typically have an identi-
fied means of repayment and
the city continues to meet its
debt obligations. Suggestions
by some that the city is facing
bankruptcy because it has debt
are inaccurate and alarmist. Al-
most every city has debt and
Tower is no exception.

As for deficits, the city has
experienced deficits in several
project accounts over the years,
which means the city spent more
for things like road repairs or
harbor work than they had rev-
enue to pay for. In those cases,

under the prior adminis-
tration because the for-
mer clerk-treasurer made a very
large number of transfers in and
out of numerous accounts with-
out the knowledge or authoriza-
tion of the city council, which is
improper.

When most of us move
money from our savings to our
checking to pay bills, we don’t
think we’re incurring debt...
we view it simply as paying our
bills with available resources.
But city auditors, because they
are also accountants, talk about
it differently. To them, such
transfers don’t just pay the bills,
they incur a debt to the account
that the money came from.

This isn’t a debt in the way
we normally think about it, be-
cause it’s a debt the city owes to
itself. If we move money from
our personal savings to check-
ing, most of us don’t think of

our checking account as be-
ing in debt to our savings, but
that’s how an auditor for the city
would look at it.

Even so, just as your per-
sonal checking account is under
no obligation to recoup the funds
it received from your savings to
pay the mortgage last month,
the city is under no legal obliga-
tion to repay funds it borrowed
from its own accounts, unless
those accounts were restricted in
some way, such as was the case
with the ambulance replace-
ment account, which receives
contributions from neighboring
townships. While the city cer-
tainly could restore unrestricted
funds if it had the ability to do
s0, it is not required. In the case
of Tower, some have suggested
that the city is somehow fail-
ing to pay its legally-obligated
debts because it has not restored
funds that were transferred from
the city’s ambulance operations
account, which is unrestricted.
Indeed, in recent letters, one
critic suggests that the city may
be violating state law if it fails
to restore funds to that account.
It’s true that cities are required
to pay their bills and make their
actual debt payments, but that’s
not what we’re talking about
here. Repayment of funds to any
unrestricted city account that the
prior clerk-treasurer transferred
elsewhere is entirely optional
on the part of the city. And just
to be clear, we’re talking about
multiple accounts in this case.
As we’ve previously reported,
the former clerk-treasurer, rather

than addressing the city’s prof-
ligate spending under the prior
administration, simply drained
almost all of the city’s unre-
stricted accounts to cover bills.
That, along with a major miscal-
culation on the harbor walkway
and lighting project (that was
supposed to cost the city nothing
but ended up costing well over
$100,000) put the city’s finances
in a real mess.

Which is why it’s unlikely
that any of the city accounts that
were drained nearly dry will be
restored any time soon, no mat-
ter how many times certain indi-
viduals demand it.

The city is on a path to even-
tual recovery, with a tighter rein
on spending and much greater
financial transparency. Any fund
transfers are now being handled
properly, with full authorization
and a clear paper trail. Even so,
it’s going to take years to get the
city back where it was before the
unchecked bleeding began. The
city can’t print money and it cer-
tainly can’t generate the funds
needed to restore these accounts
from its tax levy— it would take
a 200-percent levy increase just
to cover the transfers from the
ambulance operations account,
not to mention all of the other
city accounts that were drained
as well. Obviously, that’s not
feasible.

In other words, people can
demand these funds be restored
all they want. But, as the old
saying goes, they’re just beating
a dead horse.

COMMUNITY NEWS
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ment to supporting local
health care continues!
Over $658,000 has been
given in support, along
with growing an en-
dowment for the future.
The foundation has re-
cently updated our logo,
mission statement and
website. Check out the
changes at www.heiam-
foundation.org.

The WC Heiam
Medical Foundation has
decided to not hold a live
benefit this summer. In
its place we invite you
to check out our virtual
event and auction online
at https://cbo.io/bidapp/
index.php?slug=heiam.
io. You can register for
a sponsorship, donate
an item, or check out
the items that will be in

changes to: The Timberjay, P.O. Box 636, Tower,
MN 55790. Three award-winning community edi-

week for Tower/Soudan,

Marshall Helmberger
Jodi Summit

David Colburn

Keith Vandervort
Stephanie Ukkola

M. M. White

Scarlet Lynn Stone
Jay Greeney

City of Orr, City of Tower, Townships of Bear-

the auction. The online
auction is set to open on
Aug. 1 and will close on
Aug. 15. Items include
golf packages, aerial
trips, spa baskets, and
gift certificates to local

businesses with more be-
ing added daily.
Sponsorships are

available at six levels
this year: $100 Bronze,
$250 Silver, $500 Gold,
$1,000 Platinum, and
$2,000 Diamond. Each
level of sponsorship in-
cludes a special gift.
Check out the event link
for more information or
contact Tifany at 218-
750-1352.

Thank you for show-
ing your continued sup-
port for the WC Heiam
Medical Foundation and

helping us to uphold our
commitment to local
health care.

Terry Defoe
named to Spring
President’s List at
Bemidji State

University

BEMIDIJI- Terry De-
foe, from Tower, earned
President’s List honors
from Bemidji State Uni-
versity in Bemidji, at the
conclusion of the Spring
2020 semester. To be el-
igible for the President’s
Honor Roll, BSU stu-
dents must be enrolled
for at least 12 credits and
earn a perfect 4.0 GPA
during the semester.

Molly Vagle
named to
University of
Minnesota Twin

Cities Dean’s List
MINNEAPOLIS/
ST. PAUL-Molly Va-
gle, of Tower, has been
named to the 2020 spring
semester Dean’s List at
the University of Minne-
sota Twin Cities. Vagle
is a junior in the College
of Food, Agriculture,
and Natural Resource
Sciences. To qualify for
the Dean’s List, a stu-
dent must complete 12
or more letter-graded
credits while attaining a
3.66 grade point average.

Tower-Soudan Historical Society
seeking new members; join today

TOWER-SOUDAN-
The vision of Tower-Sou-
dan Historical Society
(TSHS) is “to bring
alive the rich history of
the Tower-Soudan area
through people, artifacts,
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and stories.” Member-
ship in the society is a
way to support this vi-
sion. Annual dues are
only $10 individual or
$20 family.

TSHS is looking

Tower Cemetery
Association

IT’S THAT TIME ACAIN.
ThanK wou 1o ALL

who donate.
We still need your support
and the support of others.

Checks are to be made out to:

Tower Cemetery Association
PO Box 874, Tower, MN 55790

Thank you,
The Tower Cemetery Board

for new members. The
group applies for several
grants through the year,
and many of these grants
are based on membership
numbers. Please help in-
crease the membership by
joining.

Some of our current
projects are:

» Restoration of the
Tower Historic Firehall to
house new displays and
events.

» Maintaining our
depot-museum and train,
which is a popular tourist
attraction at the west end

of Tower.

» Interviewing peo-
ple in the area who were
a part of Tower- Soudan
history.

» Updating the Cem-
etery Online project.

» Gathering infor-
mation for the Soudan
Mine Memorial.

Please send dues to:

Tower-Soudan His-
torical Society, Box 465,
Tower, MN 55790. Be
sure to include your
name, address, email,
and phone. Thank you for
your support.

VISIT Bear Creek

Acres under the
yellow tent for
fabulous pork

products or an
Adirondack chair!

s
Fridays 4-6 PM
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Ely library ing Tuesday Group
Hours: Monday — Friday, schedule is listed
10 a.m.-6 p.m. below. All talks are at

Saturdays — 8 a.m. to noon | 12 noon on Tuesdays.

gLooSrsed- ggss_g:‘ggys All presentations
) are administered in a
virtual presence until
T further notice due to the
5333'“ ||b|'Nao|;¥_6 om coronavirus pandemic.
Tuesday Noon-6 pm Send email to stevie-
Wednesday Noon-6 pm SChOn@gmall.COm for
Thursday Noon-6 pm | more information.
Friday Noon-5 pm July 28 - Kathryn
Phone: 827-3345 Hoffman - PolyMet
Update
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- Alcoholics ‘ ’ o s 3 @ Yew
Anonymous cancel ‘Taste - O
- 7 p.m. Mondays, 3
nd 7:30 b.m Chapter of Slovenian
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: - ElY due to public health A Oy, ) == S 7
ELY WOMEN’S OPEN | caution concerning the (I ' e E ¥ :
AA - Every Monday at coronavirus pandemic. L] :

noon at St. Anthony’s
Catholic Church. 231

E. Camp St., Ely. Enter
through side door.
WOMEN’S AA - Noon
Mondays, St. Anthony
Church basement, Ely

BABBITT AA - 7 p.m. .
Tuesdays, Woodland Breathlng Out

Presbyterian Church by Cecilia Rolando © 2020
AL-ANON - Sundays = e[ |
8-9 p.m. at St. Anthony’s

Organizers thank past
supporters. They look
forward toreturning the
popular ethnic celebra-
tion next year.

Catholic Church in Ely. f a4 Lakeshore Liquor hosted a fundraiser earlier
For persons who R Y o A T this month for the Ely Memorial High School
encounter alcoholism La # . girls volleyball team. The sudsy session raised
in a relative or friend. oy $535. Three car washers, at left, are Clare
BABBITT AL-ANON JA ' Thomas, Lilli Rechichi, and Charly Flom. Rachel

Coughlin, above, details a bumper.

Thursdays, 7 p.m.,
yS, /'p photos by K. Vandervort

upstairs at Woodland i 4 |

Presbyterian Church.
CO-DEPENDENTS’
12-step support group,
noon Fridays,

St. Anthony’s Catholic
Church, Ely.

ELY FOOD SHELF -
Third Wednesday each
month, 15 W. Conan St.

W=

await the berries
ripening and picking time
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were called about a loud
party. One individual
issued a citation for under-
age consumption.

»Domestic Assault.
Officers arrested an
individual for Domestic
Assault, Terroristic
Threats, Criminal Damage
to Property, and Possession
of a Legend Drug.

»Domestic Assault.
Officers arrested an
individual for Domestic
Assaultand Second Degree
Assault.

» Traffic Stop.
Individual was issued a
citation for speeding.

» Traffic Stop.
Individualissued a citation
for speeding and driving
after revocation.

Complaints:

» Animal Dis-
turbance. Officers were
called to a property about
a dog that chased an indi-
vidual. Officers educated
the dog owner on proper
leash laws.

»Fireworks. Officers
were called many times
early in the month to
locate the source of illegal
fireworks. Two out of 10
times, officers located
the individual(s) and
issued warnings. In the
other incidents, officers
were unable to locate the
sources of fireworks. In
one disturbance report,
officers were called to a
verbal altercation between
two individuals over fire-
works and a cat. Officers
mediated the situation for
the night.

OUR COMMUNITY

>» Disturbance.
Officers were called to
mediate a dispute between
a landlord and tenant.

» Motor Vehicle
Crash. Officers respond-
ed to a two-vehicle crash.
Minor damage to both
vehicles with no injuries.

» Counterfeit
Currency. Officers
received a counterfeit
currency complaint froma
local business. This case is
under investigation.

» Parking. Officers
were called to a vehicle
parkedin analley. Officers
located the owner of the
vehicle and they removed
the vehicle.

>» Motor Vehicle
Crash. Officers were called
toavehicle hitting another
vehicle. One vehicle towed
for damage. One individ-
ual was transported to the
hospital as a precaution.

>» Disturbance.
Officers were called to
two individuals arguing.
Officers mediated the
situation.

» Public Assist.
Officers were requested to
assist an individual while
he cleaned up garbage by
a neighbor’s residence as
they did not get along.

» Parking Complaint.
Alocal business requested
information on how to
remove a vehicle that was
parked on their property.
Officers assisted the busi-
ness owner.

»No Pay. Officers
were called to a local
business for an individual
that did not pay for their
gas. This case is under
investigation.

» Check Hazard.
Officers located a street
light that blew over due
to high winds. Officers
contacted Public Works
to assist.

» Check Hazard.
Officers were contacted
about a power line down
near a residence. Officers
contacted Public Works
to assist.

» Motor Vehicle
Crash. Officers were called
to a two-vehicle crash.
Both vehicles had minor
damage.

» Disturbance.
Officers were contacted
about two individuals that
were in an altercation. This
caseisunderinvestigation.

> Suspicious Activity.
Officers were called about
a local business that was
closed early and shoppers
were concerned. Officers
located employees inside
the business that closed
early for the night. There
were no issues.

» Loud Music.
Officers were called to a
residence that was playing
loud music. Officers deter-
mined that the music was
at alow level and the indi-
vidual agreed to turn it off
for the night as a courtesy
to the neighbor.

»Theft. Officers were
called by anindividual that
reported several items that
were taken. This case is
under investigation.

» Scam. Individual
contacted officers about a
scam on the internet.

» Animal Disturbance.
Officers were called about
a bear in town. Officers
asked the bear to go back

Ely Police Report - July 1-15, 2020

to the wilderness. The bear
decided tolistento officers.

» Civil Matter.
Officers were contacted
by an individual about a
malfunctioning device.
Officers advised the indi-
vidual to contact the man-
ufacturer.

»Loud Party. Officers
were called to aloud party.
Officers located the party
and the individuals agreed
to call it a night.

» Order Violation.
Officers were called about
anindividual who violated
a harassment restrain-
ing order. This case was
referred to the County
Attorney’s office.

»Damage to Property.
Officers were called by
an individual that had a
window on their house
broken. This case is under
investigation.

» Animal Dis-
turbance. Officers were
called about a bear being
in town. The bear enjoyed
some birdseed and was
asked to leave the area.

» Public Assist.
Officers were called by
an individual looking to
go somewhere while he
waited for a ride home.

»Scam. Officers were
contacted by an individual
thatreported aphone scam.

» Motor Vehicle
Crash. Officers were called
about a two-vehicle crash.
Vehicles received minor
damage.

» Disturbance.
Officers were contact-
ed about a barking dog.
Officers wererequested by
the individual to just have
this on record.

occupied by James Pointer, Heidi
Mann and Tom Omerza.
Affidavits for candidacy
are available by calling 218-
365-6166, ext. 1727, emailing
mwognum@ely.k12.mn.us, or
by downloading the form from
the school website (www.ely.k12.
mn.us), or the Secretary of State
website (Www.sos.stat.mn.us).

Three seats open on Ely School Board; candidacy filing opens Tuesday

ELY - The Ely School
District’s School Board affidavit
of candidacy period begins on
Tuesday, July 28 and closes on
Tuesday, Aug. 11 at 5 p.m.

The general election will be
held on Tuesday, Nov. 3 for three
members to be elected to the ISD
696 school board for four-year
terms. Those seats are currently

The filing fee for this office
is $2. To be eligible, candidates
must be atleast 21 years of age on
assuming office, musthave been a
resident of the school district for
at least 30 days prior to the elec-
tion, and must have no affidavit
on file for any other office in the
same election.
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by DAVID COLBURN
Cook-Orr Editor

ORR- Listening to
Gene Goodsky and his
daughter, Dianna, ex-
change playful teases and
laughter over breakfast at
T. Pattenn Café in Orr on
Sunday, seeing the lov-
ing gazes and affection-
ate touches they shared,
it’s nearly impossible
to imagine a time when
Dianna didn’t want any-
thing to do with her father
at all.

But there was such
a time, decades ago,
when, as Dianna says in
the opening line of her
new book, Gene was “the
town drunk.”

“He said, ‘Well it’s
the truth,”” Dianna said.
“I said, ‘Dad, I only want
to tell the truth.” He said,
‘Yes, you can only tell the
truth."

Diana Good Sky’s
book, “Warrior Spirit
Rising,” relates the truth
behind Gene’s transfor-
mation from a man tor-
mented with post-trau-
matic  stress  disorder
from his days in Vietnam,
and consumed by de-
mon liquor, to a widely
respected and beloved
teacher, healer, and spir-
itual adviser, a change
triggered by a remarkable
spiritual journey taken on
one night that began in
despair.

But “Warrior Spir-
it Rising” is about much
more than Gene. It’s
about the history of Na-
tive Americans being
forced to abandon their
cultures and the impacts
that had on generations
of the Goodsky family

and others. It’s about suc-
cessfully challenging the
local norms of racism to
create a more accepting
and unified community.

And it’s about a
daughter’s journey, too,
from a place of a child’s
angst and disgust to a
place of loving admira-
tion and respect for the
man her father has be-
come.

“To go from hiding
from him to being so
proud of him — I could
cry, but I won’t,” Dianna
said. “I knew the stories I
wanted in there. I started
putting them together, but
they were lacking some-
thing. I realized what was
missing — it was my story
inside of his. We had his
stories, we had the histo-
ry, and what I needed was
to put me in it.”

It was 1980, when
Dianna was ready to
leave home to join the
Navy, that Gene told her
he was going to give up
drinking. It wasn’t the
first time he’d made that
promise, and Dianna had
good reason to be skepti-
cal.

But as time passed,
Dianna saw that this time
was different, that Gene
Goodsky was indeed a
changed man. She also
grew in her understand-
ing of Gene’s story about
his lifechanging spiritu-
al journey when he was
barely clinging to life,
and from those things the
idea of writing a book
was born.

She started keeping
notes about their con-
versations, but they just
sat in a folder for years.
The hurdle to overcome

in getting started on the
book was Gene.

“It took years to
get him to give me per-
mission,” Dianna said.
“He always said, ‘You’ll
know when it’s time."

That time finally
came about three years
ago during a phone con-
versation  right after
Gene’s position as spiri-
tual adviser for the Bois
Forte Band of Chippewa
was eliminated.

“It was a shock,” Di-
anna said. “I said, ‘Dad,
would you please let me
tell your story?” He took
a breath and said ‘Yes.””

The introduction
came to her while she
was driving from Cali-
fornia to Salt Lake City;
she recorded herself and
transcribed it later. She
sent that and a second
chapter, about Gene’s
role in the healing of Orr
native Ryan Holman after
a terrible snowmobile ac-
cident, to friends for their
reactions. The feedback
she received was so pos-
itive that she found it mo-
mentarily daunting.

“I felt like I had this
super high bar that I set
for myself, and that I was
afraid of falling short. It
was hard for me,” Dianna
said.

Writing worked best
for Dianna when she was
alone in nature, and she
split her time between a
Costa Rican retreat and
a cabin in the Virginia
mountains. It was only
after she started writ-
ing that the larger theme
about history emerged,
prompted by her edi-
tor, who was startled to
learn about the laws and

schools that were intend-
ed to eradicate Native
American culture. And as
she wrote about Gene’s
decades of service as a
cultural teacher at Orr
High School, the theme
of racism and resolution
became apparent as well.

“I felt a responsibili-
ty to do a little bit of edu-
cation, and it’s in our na-
ture — I’'m a teacher, dad’s
a teacher. I want to foster
better understanding. I
feel like the narrative was
very important for help-
ing people understand
why Natives are the way
they are.”

Self-publishing
One thing Dianna
said she hopes will come
from the book is getting
enough money to build a
new house for Gene, al-
though she acknowledges
that will likely take much
longer than she originally
hoped. When she started
looking at what it would
take to get the book into

print and online, self-pub-
lishing appeared to be the
best route to take.

“I found out how
much it costs to do a
book, and how little you
actually make,” she said.
“If you find a publisher,
even if they sell it for $20
we’ll make $4.”

So, instead, she
turned to self-publishing
and Amazon, and got a
shock when the sign-up
process suggested a pro-
motional pre-sale prior
to the book’s June 21 re-
lease date.

“Amazon suggested
$3.69 for the price and I
was offended,” Dianna
said. “All this work and
you want me to sell it for
$3.69? But I also know to
listen to the experts, so I
hit the OK button. I don’t
intend to ever put it that
low again because that
story is valuable.”

There were 178
pre-orders, and then came
the reviews.

“Five-star  reviews

“Warrior Spirit Rising” is story of redemption

Karen Hannah Keenan left, was the flrst in line atT. Pattenn Cafe in Orr
on Tuesday for a reception and book signing for “Warrior Spirit Rising”
by author Dianna Good Sky, right, about her father Gene Goodsky.

Submitted photo

started coming in on Go-
odreads and Amazon,
and then I started getting
private messages almost
every day,” Dianna said.
“I’'m moved to tears by
their response.”

“Warrior Spirit Ris-
ing” is available on Ama-
zon in both print and Kin-
dle versions. Dianna said
she also plans to make
copies available at sever-
al local businesses.

“That’s until 1 get
picked up by a big pub-
lisher and it’s made into a
movie,” she laughed.

Future literary plans
for Dianna include writ-
ing another book, “Blue-
eyed Chippewa,” about
her own life experiences,
and finding ways to help
other Native American
writers tell their stories
and get published.

“There are so few
Native American authors
out there, but we’re nat-
ural storytellers and we
have so much to tell that
isn’t being shared.”

by DAVID COLBURN
Cook-Orr Editor

COOK - 1It’s defi-
nitely outside of the
norm, but this summer’s
online version of the
Cook Area Famers Mar-
ket is finding fans among
consumers and vendors
alike.

“It’s going very
smoothly,” said Aspen
Falls Farm co-owner and
market organizer Kelly
Dahl. “A lot of people
who are participating say
they really like this op-
tion because they know
they’re going to get what
they want. There are lots
of people who are just
excited to get their items,
whether it be produce or
honey or homemade jam
and soap. Usually I'm
too busy to shop when
I’m there, so now I can
buy stuff.”

Pre-ordering has
been a boon for people
who couldn’t come to the
market due to scheduling
conflicts, and for those
who couldn’t get there
early enough to com-
pete with other shoppers
for the best produce. By
pre-ordering, all custom-
ers are getting quality
produce, Dahl said.

“It looks as fresh
as if it came out of the
ground that morning or
the night before,” he said.

And order pickups
in the city park on Satur-
days give people the op-
portunity to socialize.

“It is a fun atmo-
sphere because people
are showing up and re-
spect the social distanc-
ing, but folks show up,
pick up their order, then

COOK AREA FARMERS MARKET

Online sales working well for
customers and vendors

they’re able to talk, and
a lot of people want to
come out and visit,” Dahl
said. “Everybody’s pref-
erence would be to have
the market open for peo-
ple to wander through
and have the big crowds.
Every vendor misses the
socializing. Most of our
vendors value that above
all else. We pride our-
selves in drawing people
to Cook, to businesses in
Cook to benefit every-
body. But we’re living in
a very unusual time.”

The Cook market
decided to go online af-
ter determining that they
didn’t have adequate
space or volunteers to
accommodate the health
and safety precautions
necessary to adequately
protect customers and
vendors from possible
exposure to the coronavi-
rus, Dahl said.

“If everybody had a
uniform set of rules for
wearing masks, washing
their hands, staying six
feet apart, and were will-
ing to comply with that,
we’d probably have a
live market. But without
that it’s just not safe,” he
said.

Not surprisingly,
sales overall are down
from last year, and the on-
line format doesn’t work
for vendors who have the
type of products, such as
certain crafts, that “peo-
ple need to touch and
feel,” Dahl said.

Still, the shift online
has been an overall suc-
cess.

“It’s led us to what
is a virtual cooperative,”
Dahl said. “ There’s no
brick and mortar, but you

can go to our website,
you can scroll through
and it’s just like going
through Natural Harvest
or some other co-op, with
the exception that you
can’t actually pick up the
produce.

“This has turned out
to be a good thing in the
sense that it allows us to
provide the community
with our products, have a
presence, keep our mar-
ket going, have an outlet
for our farmers for their
produce, and provide
food security from dis-
ruptions in the food sup-
ply. Having a local food
source and food security
is important and it’s one
of our missions, and it’s
good to be out there and
provide this.”

The end of Septem-
ber is the traditional end
for Cook Area Farmers
Market but being online
will let vendors continue
selling homemade goods
and crafts and late sea-
son produce beyond that,
Dahl said. The enthusi-
astic response of those
who have been using the
platform likely means
that it will continue to be
an option next year when
the in-person Saturday
market returns.

Dahl noted that the

market accepts custom-
ers who participate in
SNAP, the federal sup-
plemental nutrition pro-
gram. The market pro-
vides a $10 match that
allows SNAP recipients
to get $20 of produce for
$10. Customers should
identify themselves as
SNAP participants when
ordering so that vendors
are set up to receive their
payments, Dahl said.

“The first coronavi-
rus relief bill contained
added SNAP benefits to
help the unemployed and
working poor through
this difficult time, and
we are there to help
with additional benefits
so everyone can have
fresh and nutritious lo-
cally-produced food,” he
said.

Customers can ac-
cess the market website
at https://www.localline.
ca/aspen-falls-farm-1.
Flyers are posted at
numerous businesses
around Cook with infor-
mation on how to contact
vendors directly. Orders
must be placed by Thurs-
day to be available for
pickup on Saturday from
10 a.m. to noon at the ga-
zeebo in the Cook City
Park on River Street next
to City Hall.
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Adirondack chair!
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Heiam opts for
online auction

COOK - In response
to the ongoing situation
with COVID-19, the WC
Heiam Medical Founda-
tion is changing its annu-
al in-person benefit to a
virtual event and auction
online, beginning Aug. 1
and closing Aug. 15.

By going to www.
heiam.cbo.io, patrons can
register for a sponsorship,
donate an item, and view
the auction items which
include golf packages,
aerial trips, spa baskets,
and gift certificates to lo-
cal businesses, with more
being added daily.

Sponsorships are
available at six levels
this year: $100, Bronze;
$250, Silver; $500, Gold;
$1,000, Platinum; and
$2,000, Diamond. Each
level of sponsorship in-
cludes a special gift.

The Foundation also
has recently updated its
logo, rewritten its mission
statement, and redesigned
its website. Check out the
changes at www.heiam-
foundation.org.

For more information
about the virtual auction
or the Foundation, check
out the links above, or
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by KEITH VANDERVORT
Ely Editor
ELY - Council

members here approved
a revised commercial
waste disposal contract
on Tuesday night, but
not before airing some
grievances that have
been festering for many
months as the matter was
negotiated.

Issues arose last year
after a local business
complained to the city’s
sanitation committee that
Sunday garbage pickup
was not available from
the city’s current vendor.
Members of the com-
mittee were tasked with
revising the contract.
After lengthy negotia-
tions, a new commercial
garbage contract was
brought to the council for
approval.

Council member
Heidi Omerza, the lone
dissenter of the motion,
reiterated her disapprov-
al. She started with her
issue on the size of

the commercial canister
being eight yards or less
under the new contract.
“Some current businesses
will not be able to use the
canisters they have,” she
said. “Does that mean
the burden falls on the
business owner to getnew
Dumpsters?” she asked.
“We are possibly opening
a whole can of worms. I
don’t think this is what’s
best for Ely.”

Sanitation commit-
tee member Al Forsman
responded, “To assume
that any contractor is
going to use an eight-
yard dumpster for regular
collections would not
make any sense. There
is a possibility that some
contractor has some cus-
tomer that they are servic-
ing on a Sunday only and
will use a truck for that
sized dumpster. It is not
for us to decide what size
truck they use.”

Sanitation committee
member Paul Kess added,
“We are not requiring
anyone to use an eight-

BORDER...Continued from page 1

damages the rice. It can
reduce the yields of a rice
crop or even in the wild
almost 60 percent. It can
be very destructive.”

Both the brown plant
hopper and the zig zag leaf
hopper, which Krause said
was found in a shipment
from Vietnam, pose dual
threats to rice and other
crops. Not only do they
destroy by eating, they also
carry harmful viruses that
infect crops.

Timber harvesting is
also part of agriculture,
and boring Asianlonghorn
beetles canattack and dev-
astate stands of dozens of
species of trees, including
maple, beech, birch, elm,
ash, and cottonwood.

“Just in July we’ve
found two or three ship-
ments with longhorn
beetles,” Krause said. “It’s
very destructive to orchard
plants, landscape trees, and
forests. It’s considered one
of the most destructive
beetles in the U.S.”

Low tech,
high efficiency

Ag specialists are
tasked with inspecting all
private and commercial
traffic coming into the
U.S., whether by road,
rail, air, or sea.

“We’re involved
with the processing of
traffic from off the bridge,
although it’s been greatly
reduced this year from
COVID-19,” Krause said.
“Usually in the summer-
time you have lots of
tourists, people going
camping or vacationing,
coming back and they
still have a lot of food
with them in their coolers.
We’re looking for suspect
insects or disease asso-
ciated with those food
items.”

Krause noted that
while the risk in these
situations is relatively
low, there are still threats
in Canada that make the
vehicle inspection process
necessary.

Logging trucks and
train cars are scrutinized
for any signs of wood-bor-
ing pests and diseases,
including the notorious
emerald ash borer that
has been a concern for
the past 10 to 15 years,
Krause said.

When it comes to
checking containers
carried by train, the port
has an ally in Canadian
National Railway, which
allows inspections to

begin as they unload
containers.

“At other locations,
the cargo is placed out
on the dock prior to the
inspector getting there,”
Krause said. “A big part of
our success has been being
there during that offload.
Youoften see some move-
ment (of insects) on those
pallets.”

Krause’steamdoesn’t
use high-tech forensic
investigation equipment
todoinspections. Invaders
are usually revealed by
tools as common as a
flashlight, a funnel, a
bucket, and old-fashioned
bug nets.

“It’s more on how we
do our inspections rather
than the tools that we’re
using,” Krause said.

Something as simple
as holding a flashlight at
anangle will reveal other-
wise unseen noxious weed
seeds clinging to wooden
pallets that shimmer
brightly in just the right
light, Krause said.

Another simple but
more intricate technique
involves suspending a
funnel over a five-gallon
bucket, with a dish full

CITY OF ELY

Ely approves new commercial refuse collection contract

yard truck. If they have
a customer and a truck,
they are allowed to use
that under this proposal.
There is some flexibil-
ity to provide different
levels of service to their
customers. That is the
intent here.”

Former council
member and sanitation
committee member
Warren Nikkola noted
that the former sanita-
tion committee made
certain agreements with
the current contractor that
were broken.

“How many vendors
down the road, when they
get wind of actions like
that, are going to want
to do business with this
council?” he asked. “I’'m
disappointed with how
things went.”

Forsman said a dis-
cussion was held with
the current commercial
refuse hauler to extend
their contract for a year
while anew contract pro-
cedure was developed.

“QOur intent was to

maintain the standards
of service that we held,”
he said. “What we have
brought forth maintains
our standards that we
had prior to this, with
changes concerning the
size and the age of the
trucks, and the specs of
the cart. I stand behind
what we are presenting.”

The contract allows
for the request for propos-
als for the collection and
disposal of garbage and
refuse for commercial
customers within the city.
Residential customers are
not affected by the action.

Mayor Chuck Novak
reminded the council
that the main charge of
the committee was to set
the contract to allow for
competitive bids.

“But the changing
of the language that
allows for competitive
bids is something that
I find unpalatable,” he
said. “The startup to all
this was a little rough.
The windage wasn’t nice
and all parties got a little

heated.”

He noted that at the
public hearing on the
matter no one spoke for
or against it.

“The three council
members on this commit-
tee seemed to have a per-
sonal agenda interjected
in this,” Novak said.

Forsman objected.“I
find it interesting when
I hear our mayor state
that we need to have
committees, and then
they do all the hard work.
As a council we need to
support our committees.
Then we are accused of
having a personal agenda
in supporting a particular
vendor and he knocks
them.”

Novak responded, “I
don’tsupportany vendor.
You don’t even know
how I’m going to vote. |
dorespect our boards and
committees. To accuse
me of playing favorites
to a vendor is wrong and
I do not accept that.”

Omerza said she
could not recall any

complaints about garbage
service in the city during
her tenure on the council.

“And itisreally easy
for people to complain in
Ely,” she said. “That’s
why I am so outrageously
upset by this and con-
fused by this. We have
had someone who has
been a willing partner.
I am more than a little
frustrated by this whole
process. I’ll vote no. This
is not right in my gut.”

Kess closed out the
discussion. “The fact is,
not much will change.
People who like it will
continue to contract with
G-Men. People who wish
to search out competition,
this (contract) makes it
available to them. The
only thing this does is
open up the competition
for commercial dispos-
al.”

Council members
approved the contract
on a 6-1 vote with
Omerza voting against
the measure.

of soapy water below
and a warm light above.
Inspectors put leaves or
wood into the funnel, and
the heat from the light
drives insects toward the
funnel spout and a dive
into the water dish to be
collected for investiga-
tion.

Container floors and
walls are swept and the
residue is microscopically
examined for possible
threats.

“Our efficiency rate
is one of the best in the
nation as far as the amount
of containers we target
and the number we’ve
found thatIcall positive,”
Krause said. “Other ports
across the nation have
called on us to ask, ‘What
are your ideas, what are
your best practices,” so
we’ve certainly shared a
lot of what we’ve done
with other ports.”

Paperwork

However, Krause and
his team don’t have to
inspect every commer-
cial truck and container,
thanks to a rigid system
of shipping permits and
health inspections that
have to be obtained before

Ely Community Health Center

Open Every Thursday 5:30-7 p.m.

Providing NO COST basic healthcare
and referrals

111 S 4th Ave E, Ely
Volunteer opportunities also available

——

Embarrass Vermillion

Federal Credit Union
e 78th Annual Meeting e

NOTICE TO MEMBERS:

Due to the COVID-19 our 78th Annual
Meeting will be a business-only meeting.
We will be holding our 78th Annual Meeting
on Tuesday, August 18, 2020 at the Timber Hall
in Embarrass MN. This meeting will begin at
5:30 and will be a business-only meeting.
Attendees will be required to wear masks
and practice social distancing.

We Have Locations in Embarrass, Tower, Aurora
Lake Vermilion (Fortune Bay) and Nett Lake

“NOT FOR PROFIT, NOT FOR CHARITY,
BUT FOR SERVICE”

SMALL BUSINESS OWNER?

Visit IRS.gov for LOTS of helpful info on
starting, running and filing taxes for your
business. Type “small business tax center”

in the search box. Or visit askjean.net

PESHEL
ACCOUNTING

Jean

218-365-2424

1704 E Camp St.| PO Box 89 | Ely, MN 55731 | askjean.net

an international shipment
ever reaches the border.

“We’re looking at
paperwork all the time,”
Krause said. “We’re
looking for fraudulent
certificates. We have to
verify that a certificate
meets all the require-
ments, that the safety
and security features are
on them. If we feel that’s
ok, then we’re not so
skeptical.”

For well-known ship-
pers with good track
records, the paperwork
is often enough, Krause
said. New shippers get
greater scrutiny, including
full inspections of their
loads.

“Shippers improve
themselves over time,”
Krause said. “Their prod-
ucts are clean over time.
That’s why we can rely
on those certificates. If
we can eliminate the low-
er-risk stuff, that allows
us more time to focus on
higher-risk shipments.”

Most of the time these
tiny invaders are ‘“hitch-
hiker pests” that manage
to find their way into
containers of all manner
of goods. Other times,
as in the case of rawhide

dog chews, they may be
present in the product
itself. Krause said they get
over 120 shipments of dog
chews and rawhide prod-
ucts through International
Falls each month, and
they have to be sure the
paperwork certifies that
the original hides were not
from diseased animals or
from areas where diseases
such as swine flu or “mad
cow” disease are present.
And threats some-
times come from unex-
pected sources.
“Another big one
we found was the khapra

beetle; this is found pri-
marily over in the Middle
East,” Krause said. “It’s
not really known to be
found in China, but we’ve
had two shipments since
January that we’ve found
khapra beetles in that
came out of China. This
is considered one of the
world’s most destructive
pests to grain and seeds.
This could potentially
lead to more emphasis
on China’s goods because
this beetle is such a huge
threat to grain storage
across the world.”

CBOAT WORKS

Lake Vermilion = Towar, MM

MAILBOAT EXCURSIONS
See 80 miles of Lake Vermilion
Call for Reservations

Mon-Sat 8-6 ®* Sun 9-4
6143 Pike Bay Drive * 218-753-4190
www.aronsonboatworks.com
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GREENWOOD TOWN BOARD
SLASHES (LERK'S HOURS AND PAY

THE BOARD HAS NOW FORCED THE CLERK TO
HAVE MINIMAL PUBLIC AVAILABILITY AND SHE
CANNOT MEET HER STATUTORY RESPONSIBILITY!

Please call the supervisors below and ask
them to maintain the current level of accessibility

and service by restoring the clerk’s hours.

Mike Ralston: 753-3042
Carmen Deluca: 753-5966
Byron Beihoffer: 753-5626
Larry Tahija: 753-5500
Paul Skubic: 749-5700

Paid for by Friends of “Minnesota Nice” Clerk Drobac
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didn’t need to blow into
their instrument, and sep-
arated with plexiglass
screens. The chorus
members, who had pre-re-
corded their pieces prior to
the show in small groups,
wore masks on stage.
But the principals, who
had been quarantining in
place with each other and
wearing masks for the first
few weeks of rehearsals,
were in fine form on stage,
with voices so strong they
didn’t need the special
sound system that had
been rented to amplify the
singers into the back rows
of the outdoor seats.

This wasn’t your tra-
ditional venue for opera,
butthese are not traditional
times.

“This is the first opera
that has been produced
since the March shut-
down,” said Northern
Lights Music Festival
Artistic Director and
Founder Veda Zuponcic.
“It has garnered so much
international attention.”

The amphitheater at
the Minnesota Discovery
Center(MDC)inChisholm
had been suggested as a
musical venue for the fes-
tival before, but Zuponcic
said they had always
depended on the auditori-
ums at area schools.

“I had always steered
away from it,” she said.
“I was worried about the
mosquitos, the cold, and
the rain.”

Butwhenlocal schools
all closed to the public,
Zuponcic needed some
options if the planned per-
formances were to go on.

Afteraquick tour, she
realized the stage could

minutes.

‘The Medium’ at Ely

A second shorter opera will be
performed at Ely’s State Theater on
July 26 at 4 p.m. and July 27 at 7 p.m.
A maximum of 70 tickets are available
for each show, but tickets, as of press
time, were still available.

“This opera was supposed to be per-
formed at Mesabi East,” Zuponcic said.

The Medium is one of the most
popular American operas. It premiered
in 1947, and later ran on Broadway.
Metropolitan Opera Diva Barbara
Dever is playing the lead, with students
from the festival’s Opera Apprentice
Program taking other roles. The opera
tells the story of Baba, a fortune-teller,
who begins to believe in her phantoms.
This is a short opera and runs about 50

Tickets are available online at
https://www.northernlightsmusic.org/.

work, there was adequate
protection from any rain,
and with social distancing
guidelines followed, the
venue would hold up to
250 audience members.
“There were a lot of
changes needed though,”
she said. “More money
was spent on the sound
system and lighting.”
Rehearsals began
indoors at Mesabi East.

ARTy
GALLERYy

HOWC)‘C)‘DS
HATARTS.

Local arts and crafts
for viewing and salesS

210 S River St, Cook MN 55723
Open: Thur-Fri: 10 AM-4 PM, Sat: 9 AM-1 PM
nwfamn.org@gmail.com ¢ www.nwfamn.org

Hoati
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The school was able to
host rehearsals, but not a
public performance. But
once they started working
at MDC, they realized
there was one other big
problem — the sunset.

“The sun glare was so
strong right at 8 p.m.,” she
said. “The conductor said
we couldn’t do it.”

The start time of the
opera was changed from
7 p.m. to 8 p.m., and
Northern Lights board
member Ryan Bajan
figured out a way to string
a large tarp across the
back of the amphitheater,
blocking most of the glare.

Tosca in the time
of COVID-19

The cast was interna-
tional, but the audience
was mostly local.

“Attendance was a
little less than ideal,”
said Zuponcic, noting
that in past years, many
had driven from as far as
Duluth to an afternoon
performance, but weren’t
willing to come to an
evening show with such a
long drive home.

The festival had sent
outanonlinesurvey, trying
to see what options pre-
vious audience members
were comfortable with.
The top choice, she said,
was an open-air setting.

“Most of the audience
at the two shows came
from within 30 miles,”
she said. And on the bright
side, she said they saw
more younger people in the
audience thanin past years.

The opera was also
livestreamed to over

DPoker
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The Wilderness at Fortune Bay
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125 people from around
the world, including the
brother of the opera’s stage
director Chia Patino. He
was able to watch the show
from his home in Ecuador.

Chia Patino recently
moved from Ecuador
to Texas, teaching and
producing opera at the
University of Texas,
Austin.

“Rightnow, the world
is kind of closed,” Patino
said. “It would have been
impossible for me to get
here if T was living in
Ecuador.”

Patino got areal taste
of the northwoods, spend-
ing a couple of weeks at a
cabin outside of Biwabik,
and then a week at a cabin
on Lake Vermilion.

“I am completely in
love with the nature up
here,” Patino said. “And
the stars are so impres-
sive.” The bugs, on the
other hand, were not a
highlight.

Patino said there were
some challenges with
moving the opera out-
doors, and it required a
lot of flexibility from the
singers and the crew.

“We needed to keep
it dramatic, and keep the
story clear, while still
maintaining social dis-
tancing.”

There were a lot of
behind-the-scene changes
that the audience wouldn’t
notice, Patino said.

“There was no cross-
ing on stage of the char-
acters,” she said. “Singers
never wentin and outof the
same door together, and
singers never shared the
same prop. There was one
prop foreach character that
would be switched behind
the stage.”

A dance scene was
reworked to keep the
singers at a safe distance.
Rehearsals were done
wearing masks, butduring
the performance, all the
singers except the chorus
sang without masks.

“The flight back home
will be the mostdangerous
thing I’ve done the last
three weeks,” she said.

Social distancing was
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Prime Rib on Weekends

Nightly Specials
7632 County Road 424
e Crane Lake, MN 55725 g
www.nelsonsresort.com
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also a challenge for the
orchestra musicians, who
are used to being seated
close together.

In addition, the musi-
cians stayed as isolated as
possible during the three
weeks up north.

“This was notthe most
social time,” she said.

“It was hard to do,”
said Zuponcic, “but we
can do it.”

The opera provided
musicians and singers with
some of their only paid
work since March.

“One after another, “
Zuponcic said, “all of their
contracts were canceled,
all the way into the fall.”

Future plans

The music festival,
which includes a camp
for young musicians, was
much smaller this year
since the students needed
to be housed in single
rooms.

Luckily for the festi-
val, this year’s group of
students was incredibly
talented, and every one of
them was able to be part of
the festival performances.

Zuponcic said plans
for next summer’s festival
willdependon whatlevel of
grant funding they receive.
The festival receives major
funding from Explore
Minnesota Tourism and
the Minnesota State Arts
Board. Zuponcic said there
might be some changes to
these grant programs, to
focus on smaller events,
which would impact the
festival.

“Everything we do
depends on grant money,”
she said.

Zuponcic said the
festival lost out on some
private foundations that
shut down spending this
spring.

But Zuponcic is con-
fident they will figure out
a way to bring music to
northern Minnesota in the
years to come.

“I'think wemaybeina
very similar situation next
year also,” she said. “But
we will figure out a way
to make it work.”

Dining Reom Open Daily
6:30 AM to 9:30 PM

Call 218-993-2295

SERVING

Walleye Dinners

GREENWOOD TOWNSHIP RESIDENTS

NEED TO KNOW

When the board changed the clerk’s pay and hours,
there is literally not enough time to finish ALL the work
that the township clerk is responsible to complete.

PLEASE contact your supervisors to rescind the motion
for that change. (Due to incorrect information gathering.)

Mike Ralston-753-3042

Carmen Deluca-753-5966
Byron Beihoffer-753-5626
Larry Tahija-753-5500
Paul Skubic-749-5700

If the township is in dire need to be fiscally responsible,
they could do an overall 10 percent pay decrease,
which would include the clerk, treasurer, supervisors,
and four employees from the fire dept.

Paid for by “Friends of Sue Drobac”
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around the site.

Yetmore thanadecade
later, having spent approx-
imately $6.5 million in
public funds for a new
highway bridge, for dredg-
ing, and for docks, walk-
ways and lighting around
the harbor, the lack of
private development has
leftmany in the community
wondering where the orig-
inal vision went awry and
what it might take to turn
hopes for harbor develop-
ment into reality.

Despite the delays and
false starts, some of the
initial optimism surround-
ing the harbor’s prospects
still remains. “The harbor
sure looks nice right now,”
said Tim Kotzian, the
former city clerk-treasurer
who invested many hours
promoting the project to
potential funders. He said
he’s been pleased this
summer to see the signifi-
cant number of boats that
use the harbor on a daily
basis, even without any
new development in place.

Mark Phillips, com-
missionerofthe Department
of Iron Range Resources
and Rehabilitation, remains
bullish on Tower’s future.
“I think Tower has a lot
of potential,” he said. “I
think Tower and Vermilion
really haven’tbeen discov-
ered yet.”

A long and

winding road

Back when city offi-
cials talked of the harbor
development in terms of a
“renaissance,” the original
harbor committee had pro-
posed mixed development
around the harbor, which
would attract a wide range
of users. Shops and restau-
rants would draw transient
foot and boat traffic, while
second story, residential
apartments overlooking the
harbor would help toensure
the financial viability of
the entire enterprise, either
through the purchase or
rental of apartments.

Docking for residents
inthe harbor, or at the refur-
bished marina located just
downstream, could make
the harbor highly attrac-
tive for residents wanting
access to Lake Vermilion
without the hassles of
owning a cabin or lake
home— at least that was
the concept that the city
began to pursue.

But the 2008 financial
crisis put a pause on such
development and city offi-
cials soon realized that the
road to their renaissance
would be a long one. As
time has revealed, the road
has included more than one
wrong turn or false start.

An initial Request for
Proposals, or RFP, issued
by the city nearly a decade
ago attracted no response
from potential developers,
other than the advice that
the project was not yet far
enough along to bring a
developer on board.

The original harbor
committee, which had
broad community mem-
bership, was eventually
discontinued, and was
replaced a few years later
by a three-person com-
mittee, comprised of the
new mayor, Josh Carlson,
then-clerk-treasurer Linda
Keith, and then-fire chief
Steve Altenburg, with

model, never advanced,
sending plans back to the
drawing board. The com-
mittee,in 2015, considered
handing harbor develop-
ment over to the Tower
Economic Development
Authority with the intent
of developing a mixed
commercial and residential
project. That idea drew
support from both Lamppa
and Grabko, who noted
that TEDA would have
the advantage of obtaining
lower interest rates than a
private developer as well
as potential grant funding
to assist in advancing such
a project.

In the end, however,
the city kept the reins in
the hands of the three-per-
son harbor committee,
which issued a new RFP
for the construction of
town homes around the
harbor in December of
2015. That RFP, which
attracted several respons-
es, included the proposal
from Tower Vision 2025,
which the harbor commit-
tee eventually selected to
pursue. The city and Tower
Vision, which later spun off
Tower Harbor Shores to
advance the project, signed
a development agreement
for 20 town homes in early
2016. The project faced
delays from the start, as the
harbor committee sought a
sufficient number of pre-
sales before committing
to extending water, sewer,
and streets to the city-
owned site.

Tower Harbor Shores
also struggled to attract
investors for the project,
although it did eventually
raise a few hundred thou-
sand dollars, including a
$125,000 loan through
the Department of Iron
Range Resources and
Rehabilitation.

Phillips said he doesn’t
regret making the grant
to TEDA for the loan to
Tower Harbor Shores,

A

even though the prospects
for the town home project
appear to have dimmed. “It
was part of the process of
figuring out what will work
there,” he said.

But the biggest chal-
lenge that Tower Harbor
Shores faced was the city’s
lack of clear title to some
of the land that the city ulti-
mately incorporated into
its harbor plat. All parties
learned in mid-2017 that
the land would need to be
platted, whichbeganamore
than three-year process to
unwind an ownership mess
that one experienced state
of Minnesota title attorney
called “one of the most
convoluted” plat histories
he had ever seen. As of this
writing, that process has yet
to be completed, although
city officials now hope the
plat will be finalized by the
end of the summer.

Under statelaw, Tower
Harbor Shores has been
unable to execute purchase
agreements with any poten-
tial buyers until the plat-
ting process is complete.
That’s left the company
and its investors stuck in
neutral for more than four
years, which has all but
sapped the initiative behind
the Tower Harbor Shores
project. Tower Mayor
Orlyn Kringstad, who
had initially spearheaded
the Tower Harbor Shores
project, expressed frustra-
tion that the city had signed
a development agreement
with Tower Harbor Shores
without clear title to some

of the affected lands. “Tam
extremely disappointed in
the lack of sophistication of
both the former harbor com-
mittee and theirengineering
advisors in causing the
delays that occurred over
the pastfive years,” he said.
“However, | am extremely
impressed with the newly
developed cooperation with
TEDA and grateful to the
IRRR for understanding
and staying with us.”

In recent months,
Tower Harbor Shores rep-
resentatives have suggest-
ed they wish to hand the
project over to TEDA,
although the parties have
yet to determine the details
of how that might happen.

Back to the future?

The lack of devel-
opment at the harbor to
date appears to have some
residents in the communi-
ty willing to throw in the
towel. Increasingly, some
in the community have
talked openly of turning
the area into permanent
green space, perhaps with
a pavilion for picnic tables
or small events.

While some green
space at the harbor could
be a possibility, former
mayor Steve Abrahamson
believes it would be a
mistake to give up on the
vision fordevelopment that
would create jobs, create
new housing,and helplocal
businesses at the same time.

The city’s credibility
is another factor, he said,
particularly considering

Stay with US...

you'll be hooked!
Starting atjust $97 a night!

Includes continental breakfast!

Near Lake Vermilion,
bike trail, state parks, casino

il Reserve on our website:
- vermilionparkinn.com

1 mile from the boat landing on Lake Vermilion!

218.753.2333 » 30 Center St., Soudan MN

the sizable investment in
the project that’s already
beenmade by theIRRR and
other government funders
based onthe city’s commit-
ment to pursue significant
economic development.
“We could never go back
and ask formoney [for any-
thing],” said Abrahamson.

Phillips also remains
in favor of a development
project, and he said it’s a
question of finding the right
fit for the location. “The
most successful develop-
ments at Giants Ridge were
the villas which people
put in a rental pool,” said
Phillips. “What you need
is a business model that
works for people,” he said.

Phillips questions
whether the expensive
town homes originally
proposed by the city’s
three-person harbor com-
mittee were the right fit.
“I think some people who
want out of their lake cabin
might not want to buy a
$350,000-400,000 condo,”
he said.

Abrahamson agreed,
and said he always worried
that buyers would face
sticker shock from their
property tax bills as well.

Kringstad said he has
long favored mixed devel-

opment at the site and notes
that it was the city’s harbor
committee thathad soughta
developer for atown home
project, instead.

While a 2015 market
study by Maxfield
Research suggested poten-
tial demand for as many
as 145 town home units
in and around the harbor
zone, it also indicated that
the site would support at
least 7,000 square feet of
new retail space.

The mixed commer-
cial-residential model
originally envisioned for
the harbor did not include
town homes, at least not
immediately surrounding
the harbor. Instead, second-
and possibly third-story
apartments were a key
part of that equation and
could be again depending
on discussions expected
to take place over the
next few months. TEDA
now plans to engage with
the Arrowhead Regional
Development Commission
on a planning effort to
explore next steps at the
harbor, and TEDA could
well take the lead inadvanc-
ing development there. An
initial planning session is
now set for mid-August.

DAYS SALE!

July 28-Aug 3

10%
OFF

Jotul Woodstoves,
Gas Stoves and
Gas Inserts!

218-365-5013 «

H THSIDE Your Full Service Fireplace Shop
CORNER www.hearthsidecorner.com

Hours: Mon-Fri: 10-5, Sat: 10-2

1203 E. Sheridan St., Ely MN

VEDA ZUPONCIC Artistic Director
GAVRIEL HEINE Music Director

NORTHERNLIGHTS -

music festival

JULY 4-27, 2020

FINAL WEEK! Don't miss the last few performances!

MENOTTI

THE MEDIUM

July 26 4:00pm

July 27 7:00em

Ely's Historic State Theater

Starring Barbara Dever

; Conducted By Gavriel Heine

U NLMF is keeping you, and our artists, healthy and
Q_6_) E) safe by following social distancing procedures

Tickets: $30.

70 max number of tickets.

CHAMBER
MUSIC

AT B’'NAI ABRAHAM

JULY 6-24

Mini-Concerts Daily
3:00PM | 5:00 PM | 7:00 PM

B’nai Abraham Cultural
Center, Virginia

FREE

Max attendance 30
people per concert
To reserve a seat, call or
text 218-410-1097

[\ We are live streaming nearly every event,
‘ giving all a chance to be a part of the festivities!

For full schedule, tickets & more information, visit NORTHERNLIGHTSMUSIC.ORG
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------------
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This activity is made possible by the voters of Minnesota through
a grant from the Minnesota State Arts Board, thanks to a
legislative appropriation from the arts and cultural heritage fund.

Scenic

& Rivers

COVID-19 Testing Available

Curbside COVID-19 testing available Mon-Fri at our Cook and
Tower Clinics. If you have symptoms of COVID-19 or have been
exposed to COVID-19 through someone with a known positive

test result, please call to schedule a testing appointment.

Testing will not be completed without an appointment.

Scenic Rivers will not bill patients for testing,

Insurance coverage will be processed when available.

NEED A BREAK? As

2020 CHEVROLET

W\ CHEVROLET &~
OPEN ROAD SALES EVENT

Your Payments Up To 120 Days!**

HD DOUBLE CAB LONG BOX LT 4X4

k Us How To Defer

SILVERADO 2500

MSRP $47,835
Sale Price
$43,323
SAVE $4,512

2020 CHEVROLET COLORADO
CREW CAB LONG BOX Z71 4X4

MSRP $40,170
Sale Price
$34,791
SAVE $5,379

MSRP $28,440
Sale Price
$25,092
SAVE $3,348

MSRP $35,935
Sale Price
$29,282*
SAVE $6,653
* OR CHOOSE 0% APR

DISCLOSURES: *On approved credit with GM Financial.
0% APR available up to 84 months. Not compatible with some other offers.
**120 day payment deferral on new vehicle purchase and approved credit.
Restrictions apply. See dealer for details. Take delivery from dealer stock

by 8/3/2020
PREOWNED DEALS!
2019 CHEVROLET IMPALA LT.. WELL EQUIPPED............$19,990
2019 CHEVROLET MALIBU LT..NEW ARRIVAL.............. $16,990
2019 BUICK REGAL SPORTBACK...CERTIFIED........

2019 NISSAN SENTRA SV...GREAT MPG!...

........................................ $25,990
..$13,990

ionsu“in% DfFOKIE CL ﬁlfy 2018 RAM 1500 BIGHORN 4X4...LOADED.......c.co.rro $31,990
amppa and Dick Grabko, . 2018 CHEVROLET SILVERADO CREW 4X4..SIREN RED!..$30,990
of Community Resource %Oﬁk Me(ill‘ifi‘l alng Cook Dental 2017 CHEVROLET SILVERADO LT V6...ONLY 15K MILES..$26,490
Development. c¢havioral Healt 12 S River Street 2017 BUICK ENCORE ESSENCE AWD..CERTIFIED

Over the next four 20 5th St SE Open Mondav - Frida PREOWNED. ..o $18,990
years, the group met regu- Open Monday - Saturday p Y Y 2016 FORD ESCAPE TITANIUM AWD....LOADEDI.............$17,990
laly to discuss options. In (218) 666-5941 (218) 6665958 18 CHEVROLET TRAX LT AWD. - ONLY 37K LES 413990
2014’ they s1gned a dCV'Cl- Tower MediCal. Dental. al’ld BehaVioral Health 2014 CHEVY MALIBU LS...... GREATVALUE .................. $11:990
e e i 415N 2nd St Suite 2 Npedical /BH: (218) 753-2405

(0] estone notels, wni . .y e . -
wouldhave consumed most Fgwer I;/zlg/y iﬁb?ollljz{;/d?g Dental: (218) 753-6061 W WASCHKE FAMILY E . . E
of the harbor zone with a pen Monday - Friday L= CHEVROLET« COOK
. . Lo, Calyin  Ten

35_unlt hOtel' That prOJeCt’ 24 Hour Eme[gency Care . HU]anen Koski JO”y Carlson

1-877-541-2817

www.ScenicRiversHealth.org

due to questions about
the company’s business

Available Through

¢ HOURS: M-F 8am-6pm, Sat. 9am-2pm
Cook Hospital

126 N Hwy. 53, Cook, MN « 218-666-5901 « 1 800 238-4545
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ISD 696

Update from Ely Public Schools Superintendent Erik Erie

The $10 million bond ref-
erendum being proposed by the
Ely School District will address
safety and security issues by
joining our buildings together
with a new building between
them.

The new building will
house a state-of-the-art indus-
trial technology (shop classes)
complex along with a music
suite, media center, cafeteria
with commons, and multi-pur-
pose gymnasium.

With all that is being
offered in the new building,
it is important to note that
we plan to “honor the past”
by allocating the majority of
the $19.65 million project to
our present historic buildings.

These historic buildings require
significant updates to their
infrastructure, such as plumb-
ing, electrical, and heating/
ventilation systems, along with
classroom renovations.

The Ely Public Schools campus. photo courtesy of ISD 696

Election Day for the
bond referendum is Tuesday,
Aug.11.

In order for our citizens
to be informed and provide
feedback, we have been

holding public forums in a
virtual format using Facebook
Live, where the public can

ask questions through a chat
feature. You can go directly

to our “Ely Public School
District” Facebook page or our
District website to connect.
The remaining public forum is

scheduled for Wednesday, Aug.

5at6 p.m.

The District has also
compiled information about
the bond referendum on our
District website: https://www.
ely.k12.mn.us/. Or visit our
Facebook page: https://www.
facebook.com/ely.k12.mn.us/.

The Ely Public Schools are
planning for the next school
year and are in the process of

soliciting input from stakehold-
ers.

A survey was recently sent
to parents of students in Ely
Public Schools to gather feed-
back about Distance Learning.
We expect to gather more
information from stakeholders
throughout the summer, in
order to make informed deci-
sions on how we accommodate
students, families, and employ-
ees for a return to school.

You can contact me for
more information by calling
218-365-1725 (school) or 218-
750-4564 (cellular). My email
address is eerie@ely.k12.
mn.us.

ELY ...Continued from page 1

itors and residents have
come to expect during this
time of year.

Cashman said the
Chamber of Commerce
remains hopeful that
“perhaps thousands of
visitors” will flock to
Ely this weekend. She
reported that many area
resorts are booked through
August, withlocal lodging
establishments having
only limited availability
through the end of the
month.

“Many area business-
es have signed on to
Operation Blueberry to
offer opportunities for
people to get out and
about while still adhering
to public health guidelines
put in place by the CDC,”
she said. While social
distancing and the use

of protective face masks
are encouraged, no state
or local mandates, as of
presstime, were in place
to enforce those com-
mon-sense behaviors for
the health and well-being
of the community and
visitors.

“Visitorsandresidents
canstrollthe streetslooking
for surprises around each
corner,” Cashman said.
“People may find games
and puzzles on the side-
walk, a sidewalk sale, or
maybe even a business
garage sale. How about a
blueberry popsicle or blue
yarn and a knitting kit?”

She said the list of
participating businesses
continues to grow, and
live music will be heard
around town.

“Visitors can stop

and take a minute to listen
to live music at the Tiki
deck or have a cup of
Wild Willy’s Blueberry
punch at Rockwood’s
patio lounge,” Cashman
offered.

The Northern Lakes
Arts Association will
conduct its second “drive-
by artshow of the summer.

“Visitors and res-
idents are encouraged
to be on the lookout for
artists displaying their
work on porches, front
lawns, clothes lines and
gardens all around town,”
Cashman said.

A special golf scram-
ble will be held at the Ely
Golf Club. For baseball
fans, Veterans Memorial
Field, justalong home run
distance from Whiteside
Park, will be the site of

a youth baseball Legion
Alumni game at 6 p.m. on
Saturday.

Kids can grab a sheet
forakids’ coloring contest.

“Maybe there is a
mini-Monet out there,”
Cashman speculated.

Local artists as well as
familiar and popular artists
from the Blueberry/Art
Festival will be showing
their works at participating
local businesses.

“People don’t have
to miss out on purchasing
a piece from a favorite
artist,” she added.

“At one Ely store,
there will be a chance to
pick a blueberry discount
from a basket and look for
the blue tag,” Cashman
teased.

Businesses are also
encouraged to create and

ELEGTION INFORMATION

VOTE ON ELECTION DAY: TUESDAY, AUGUST 11

Hours: 7200 AM - 8:00 PM

City of Ely

Ely, MM 55731

Ely Seniar Citizens Center
27 . First Avenue East

Town of Morse
Marse Town Hall

911 5. Central Avenue
Ely, MM 55731

City of Winton

Wintaon Community Building
102 N. Main Strect

Wintan, MN 55796

Range 12 & 13

Unorganized Township 61,

{Morth One-Half} - Precinct ©
P ail ballot from St Lauis
Auditor’s Cffice, Duluth

Unorganized Township 64,
Range 12 & 13

tAorse Town Hall

911 5. Central Avenue

Ely. MN 55731
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$19.65 MILLION PROJECT FOR $8 MILLION
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display a banner adver-
tising their special events
that is part of a Chamber-
sponsored contest where
the winner will receive a
free membership.

The Chamber of
Commerce posted a map
and list of participants
with business hours on
their Facebook page and
the “Ely MN Events”
Facebook page. Maps
are located in the outdoor
brochure rack at the Ely
Chamber of Commerce,
1600 East Sheridan St.
For more information, call
Cashman, 218-365-6123.

The chamber’s
“virtual festival,” that
allows people to purchase
items from typical festival
vendors online, started
June 15 and concludes on
Sunday, July 26.

In a “normal” year,
Ely would hold small
events every week and
major events each month.
The fate of the chamber’s
other major event, the
Harvest Moon Festival,
usually scheduled for
after Labor Day, will be
determined by the end of
the month, according to
officials.

The Ely Marathon,
Boundary Waters
Blues Festival and Ely
Watercross Races have
all been shut down this
year. Despite the ongoing
COVID-19 pandemic, a
statewide all-terrain-vehi-
cleassociation convention,
and the Forsman Burnout
scholarship event, remain
on the Ely events calendar
for later this fall.

ONLINE FORUM

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 5 - 6 PM

www.ely.k12.mn.us
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PUBLIC RESPONSE

Area’s census participation helow state average

by JODI SUMMIT

Tower-Soudan Editor

REGIONAL- The U.S.
Census Bureau will begin
following up in August with
households that have not yet
responded to the 2020 Census.
Based on the current response
rate of 62.3 percent, the Census
Bureau estimates it will need to
visit approximately 56 million
addresses to collect responses in
person. So far, households have

Minnesota still tops the nation in response rate

had the opportunity to respond
by mail or online. Most census
offices across the country will
begin follow-up work on Aug.
11 and will conclude work no
later than Oct. 31.

The state of Minnesota cur-
rently has the highest response
rate in the nation at 71.8 percent.
Some of the cities and townships
in our area have rates nearing
that percentage, with Cook at

63 .4percent,Ely at 64.2 percent,
Embarrass at 68.8 percent, and
Angora at 59.8 percent. But the
response rate in most of the cities
and townships in our area has
been significantly lower. Tower
has only 41.8 percent respond-
ing so far, Breitung Township
(Soudan)islowerat26.5 percent,
and Greenwood Township trails
at 20.9 percent. Orr has 48.5
percent, Winton 40.8 percent,

and Morse Township is 35.9
percent.

In many areas, the majority
of respondents have answered
their census questionnaire
online, with over three-quarters
of the respondents in Ely and
Tower answering online.

Households can still com-
pleteandmail back thepaperques-
tionnaire they received, respond
online at 2020census.gov,or call

VINCE SHTE WILDLIFE SANCTUARY

Breagfast ...With Bears!

Masks and social distancing
didn’t prevent a full house
at popular summer event

by DAVID COLBURN
Cook-Orr Editor

ORR- If the 40 or so black bears that
wandered in for breakfast on Saturday at the
viewing platform at Vince Shute Wildlife
Sanctuary were startled by the sight of
face-mask-wearing humans looking back
atthem, itdidn’t show. Just watching them
eating was enough for the humans to appear
happy and excited.

As visitors gathered in the parking
lot for the season’s first “Breakfast with
the Bears” event, about half were wearing
face masks, and more donned them as they
boarded the bus for the short ride to the
viewing platform.

Sanctuary staff marked off every other
seat on the bus to enforce a measure of
social distancing, necessitating an extra
van to accommodate a few who couldn’t
find seats on the bus.

The large number of bears spread out
around the grounds helped to promote
social distancing on the platform,as people
could easily filter to different areas and still
get good views.

However, it was also predictable that
a crowd would gather when three cubs
climbed the same tree, causing photog-
raphers to jockey fior the best angles for
pictures.

Business was brisk inside the gift
shop, where fruits, pastries, and beverages
were served. Participants also received a
commemorative mug.

Another “Breakfast with the Bears”
will be offered in August. Details and
registration are available online at www.
americanbear.org.

Top: Simply put, do bear
cubs come any cuter than
this sleepy one resting in a
balsam poplar?

Above: Two playful cubs
engage in a trusting
exercise. “You’re not going
to bite my toes too hard, are
you?”

Left: No tomfoolery here.
An adult bear just gets
down to the business at
hand.

All photos by D. Colburn

2020
CENSUS

YOUR COMMUNITY IS COUNTING ON YOU

844-330-2020. Households can
also respond online or by phone
in one of 13 languages and find
assistance in many more. Those
who respond will not need to be

See CENSUS..pg 2B
OUTLOOK

Economists:
Recovery from
current recession
could take years

Plunge in consumer
spending is main
driver of downturn

by DAVID COLBURN
Cook-Orr Editor

REGIONAL- Business clo-
sures and stay-at-home orders
imposed in mid-March to combat
the spread of the coronavirus sent
the country’s economy reeling
into the steepest and shortest
economic recession in history,
and it’s going to take until 2023
to fully bounce back.

That’s the message delivered
by economic experts recently in
a video conference sponsored
by the Minnesota Chamber of
Commerce. Chamber Executive
Director Doug Loon said it was
important for businesses to begin
to get a handle on a road map to
recovery.

“The more we understand,
the better we’re going to be to
bring our state through this very
difficulttime,” he said. “It’s going
to be along road and the more we
know the more equipped we will
be to recover.”

Jim Diffey is Senior
Director of Industry Services
and Consulting for Economics
for IHS Markit, an international
company that provides economic
information and analytics for
businesses and governments,
including Minnesota state gov-
ernment. He set the stage by
reviewing a series of graphs,
charts, and talking points detail-
ing the current impact of the
recession and the company’s
projections for recovery.

Diffey said the mid-March
shutdowns caused a massive
15.1-percent drop in consumer
spending in April, May, and
June, and projected that overall
consumer spending for 2020 will
decline 8.6 percent from 2019.

‘When consumers stop spend-
ing, businesses have to cut back
on the goods and services they
produce. Gross domestic product,
the value of all goods and ser-
vices produced in a year, is the
primary indicator of the health
of the economy, and that number
is projected to be down by 8.1
percent for 2020. It’s a hit that
won’tberecovered from quickly.

“Our recovery takes until
mid-2022 to getback to the previ-
ous level of 2019 gross domestic
product,” Diffey said.

Of additional concern, Diffey
said, is the fact that employment
lags behind GDP during periods
of recovery.

“We don’t get to unemploy-
ment rates below five percent
until 2022,” he said. “Full
employment isn’t achieved until
2023

See ECONOMY...pg. 2B
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PUBLIC HEALTH

Help available for diabetics who need insulin

REGIONAL - Minnesotans
with diabetes who need emer-
gency insulin supplies but can’t
afford them can get the drug
under a new state law.

The Alec Smith Insulin
Affordability Act was recently
passed by the state of Minnesota
and created one of the most
comprehensive insulin safety net
programs in the United States,
according to Jon Erickson,
executive director of the Ely
Community Health Center.

“The safety net program will

allow qualifying people with dia-
betes, with less than seven days
worth of the lifesaving drug left,
to pay no more than $35 to get
a one-time 30-day supply from
their pharmacy,” he said.

The program has two com-
ponents, the urgent need program
and the continuing need program.

The urgent need program
provides up to a 30-day supply of
insulin if someone has less than
a seven-day supply of insulin
and is a resident of Minnesota.

“You can access this

program once a year at any
community or outpatient phar-
macy in Minnesota with a valid
prescription from a medical
provider,” Erickson said.

The continuing need
program provides access to the
insulin manufacturer’s patient
assistance program where one
can obtain insulin at any com-
munity or outpatient pharmacy.

“This program requires
an application that the Ely
Community Health Center can
assistyou in completing. We can

also help you with any follow up
or appeals that you may have,”
Erickson said.

“To qualify for the continu-
ing need program, you must
be a resident of Minnesota,
not enrolled in either MA or
MinnesotaCare, have a family
household income of 400 percent
or less of the federal poverty
guidelines, and not be eligible
for prescription drug benefits
through the VA,” he said. “There
is also some eligibility for
individuals who are enrolled in

Medicare Part D.”

The state has set up a
website, MNinsulin.org, that
includes information on how to
apply for the safety net programs
and a downloadable application
to take to the pharmacy.

For more information,
contact Ely Community Health
Centerat218-365-5678 or email
director@elycommunityhealth.
org.

CENSUS...Continued from page 1B

visited by a census worker.
What to expect
with a census visit

Census takers will
follow local public health
guidelines when they visit.
If masks are required in
the area, census takers

ECONOMY...Continued from page 1B

Fueled by a drop
of nearly 50 percent in
employmentin leisure and
hospitality jobs and signif-
icant losses in every other
business sector, Minnesota
was in the top 20 percent
of states in terms of job

Since 1948
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1-800-662-5700
Spring Park Rd.
Mt. Iron, MN 55768

will wear them. Census
takers must complete a
virtual COVID-19 train-
ing on social distancing
protocols and other health
and safety guidance before
beginning their work in
neighborhoods.

Census takers are

hired from local commu-
nities. If no one is home
when the census taker
visits, the census taker will
leave a notice of their visit
with information about
how to respond online, by
phone or by mail. People
are encouraged to coop-

erate with census takers
and ensure that everyone
who was living in their
household as of April 1,
2020, is counted.

The U.S. Constitution
mandates a census of the
populationevery ten years.
The goal of the 2020

Census is to count every-
one living in the United
States on April 1, 2020,
(Census Day). Census
statistics are used to deter-
mine the number of seats
each state holdsinthe U.S.
House of Representatives
and informs how billions

of dollars in federal funds
will be allocated by state,
local,and federal lawmak-
ers annually for the next
10 years.

losses, Diffey said.

The Duluth metropol-
itan area was the hardest
hit in the state, with 13.6
percent fewer people
employed in May 2020
versus May 2019, higher
than the state average of
12.8 percent.

Diffey noted that the
pandemic accelerated
several trends that were
already underway, includ-
ing more people working
and shopping from home,
which leads to declining
demand for office and
retail space.

Invited Minnesota
panelists offered their
observations about
Diffey’s presentation and
thoughts about economic
recovery.

State economist Laura
Kalambokidis was the first

to speak.

“We have Minnesota
recovering to pre-reces-
sion levels quicker than
IHS,” she said.

Kalambokidis noted
that not all households
experience the same effects
from the economic down-
turn, with lower-income
workers and their families
suffering more.

“The downturn has
the greatest effect on those
least able to bear it,” she
said.

OneofKalambokidis’s
responsibilities is to project
state tax revenues, and she
said thatthe budgets devel-
oped for the 2022-2023
biennium will certainly
have to contend with a
revenue shortfall.

“The sooner those
problems are addressed

the easier they will be to
solve,” she said.

King Banaian, dean
and professor of econom-
ics in the School of Public
Affairs at St. Cloud State
University, emphasized
that manufacturing job
losses come after those in
the service sector, such as
leisure and hospitality,and
therefore may take more
time coming back.

An analysis of eco-
nomics in the central part
of the state, that included
feedback from manu-
facturers and business
owners, suggested they
were less optimistic than
Kalambokidis about a
faster recovery, Banaian
said.

“The majority of
them said (the downturn)
wouldn’t end until the
second half of 2021,” he

said. “I think everybody
here is believing employ-
ment growth is going to
be slower. One thing we
got from our panelists is
the hesitancy for capital
spending.”

Banaian characterized
their responses overall
as more bleak than at
the outset of the Great
Recession in 2009.

Will Hale, chief of
global operations for
Cargill,said thateconomic
recovery can’tbe separated
from the future course of
the coronavirus pandemic.

“We keep looking
at this as if it’s all going
to come down to getting
the virus under control,”
he said.

Diffey noted earlier
thathis projections reflect-
ed improvement in pan-
demic conditions in the

second half of the year,and
that worsening conditions
were among numerous
factors that could impact
outcomes.

Hale said Cargill,
a global company, was
dealing with the corona-
virus outbreak well before
its arrival in the U.S.,
allowing them to develop
health and safety responses
elsewhere that could be
utilizedin U.S. operations.

“We are the bench-
mark for safety,” he said.

Panelistagreedthatthe
resilience of Minnesotans
will be a positive influence
inthe state’s overall recov-
ery, but Kalambokidis
said that patience will be
needed as the state adapts
tonew opportunities in the
post-pandemic period.
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Kenneth W. Barhy

Kenneth “Ken” Wayne Barby,
of Ely,passed away on Wednesday,
July 8,2020, at his home of natural
causes. A memorial and family
reunion will be held at a later date.
Arrangements have been entrusted
to Kerntz Funeral Home of Ely.

Ken was a devout son, loving
brother, and beloved father and
uncle. He was born and raised in
International Falls by Charles and
Dorothy Barby. He loved living in
northern Minnesota and remained
here his entire life, retiring after a
hard-worked, full career as a lead
lineman with Minnesota Power.
He later settled in Ely with his
significant other, Linda.

Ken enjoyed hunting, fishing,
and sports, especially hockey. He
enjoyed family and many friends
and was a clever conversationalist
and skilled sportsmen. He will be
greatly missed.

Ken is survived by two daugh-
ters,Lee Taylor and Danielle Barby
(Jeff Walker); grandson, Andrew
Walker; two brothers, Ronald
Barby and Richard Barby (Marcia
Stoddard); nieces, Alexandra Barby
and her children, Heather Barby,
and Jessamine Barby; nephew,
Jeremiah Barby; aunt, Mary Jane;
other extended family; and many
lifelong friends, including fellow
outdoorsman and family friend,
Tony Belak. Not to be left out and
greatly loved is his dog, Casey
Wayne, who was a comforting
companion.Ken was loved and will
be missed by all who knew him.

He was preceded indeath by his
beloved father and mother; many
aunts, uncles and cousins; other
family and friends. Also preceding
him in passing was Linda.

Alan W. Ketola

Alan William Ketola, 55, of
Buhl,passed away peacefully in his
home on Thursday, June 25,2020.
A private service to remember Al
will be held for family only. Family
services are provided by Bauman-
Cron, a Bauman Family Funeral
Home in Virginia.

Known by friends and family
as Al, he graduated from Tower
High School in 1982 and Florida
State University in 1988. He held
many different jobs in his younger
years, managing a band in Atlanta,
working for a video production
company in Las Vegas, and doing
custom car painting and auto body
work in Virginia. He later took
a position with Delta Airlines in
Chisholm, where he worked for
almost 20 years until his retirement

several years ago.

Al had many hobbies and
interests over the years. He was an
avid hunter and outdoorsman, and
enjoyed deer hunting,duck hunting,
fishing and trapping. He enjoyed
photography, reading, writing,
learning about Native American
history and customs, and collect-
ing Native American artifacts. He
was also passionate about music,
particularly heavy metal.

Al had many other nicknames
including Riverman, The Owl, and
T.A. Riley. Highly intellectual,
creative, rebellious and articulate
(when he chose to speak), Al was
“Always Watching” and had a
sharp wit and irreverent sense of
humor. He was fiercely indepen-
dent, resisted social norms, and
forged his own path in whatever
he did. His independent spirit will
be remembered, and missed, by all
who knew and loved him.

He is survived by his sisters,
Carrie (Ted) Lewis of Virginia
and Katherine (Mike) Lapic of
Minnetonka; brother,Harold (Lori)
Ketola of Independence; six nieces
and one nephew.

He was preceded in death by
his parents,Jerry and Becky Ketola.

Linda Rae Dale

Linda Rae Nevala Dale, 67, of
Warroad, formerly of Embarrass,
passed away on Thursday, July 2,
2020, at home surrounded by her
loving family. A special thank you
to the hospice team for the wonder-
ful care they provided and to Kecia
Stroot for officiating the service. A
celebration of Linda’s life will be
held at 2 p.m. on Saturday, July 25
at the Nevala farm, 7731 Hanka
Nevala Rd. in Embarrass.

Sheis survived by her husband,
Ronnie Dale of Warroad; daugh-
ters, Tia (Scott) Moyer and Cari
Hoffman, both of Warroad; grand-
children, Mikaila of Scottsdale,
Keegan of Warroad, Jaron of
Warroad, Korbyn (Taylor Moser)
of Red Lake Falls, Kanon of
Warroad and Jayce of Warroad; first
great-grandchild due in November;
father,Robert Nevalaof Embarrass;
brothers, Lyle Nevalaof Duluth and
Steve Nevala of Chaska; in-laws,
Norman (Wanda) Dale, Robert
(Laura) Dale,Rodney (Chris) Dale,
Gary (Kathy) Dale, Craig (Karen)
Dale, Gwen (Craig) Keskitalo,
Tammie (Kjell) Lysnes and Wayne
(Kathy) Dale; along with several
nieces and nephews.

Dennis LaFollette

Dennis LaFollette took his final
portage onJuly 12,2020, following
a car crash outside of Ely. Private
graveside services are planned at
the Ely Cemetery. Family arrange-
ments have been entrusted to Kerntz
Funeral Home of Ely.

He is survived by his daughter,
Andria LaFollette of Green Bay,
Wis.; brother, Gary LaFollette of
Ft. Dodge, Iowa; and long-time
girlfriend, Michelle Seliga of Ely.

Darrell Williams

Darrell Williams, 52, of
Embarrass, died on Friday, July
17, 2020, at Essentia Health-St.
Mary’s Medical Center in Duluth.
Funeral arrangements are with
Ziemer-Moeglein-Shatava Funeral
Home in Aurora.
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PUBLIC NOTICES

Bearville Township Accepting Bids
for Snowplowing (Cedar Lane)

Bearville Township is accepting bids for
2020/2021 snowplowing of Cedar Lane
area-Beatrice Lake contract. Route would
begin on the Snake Trail at Robertson’s
(where St. Louis County stops plowing)
1.45 miles to Beatrice Lake Forest Road,
.4 miles of Beatrice Lake Road to Cedar
Lane, .48 miles of Cedar Lane, from Cedar
Lane .8 miles of Beatrice Lake Road end-
ing where Echo Lane meets Beatrice Lake
Road (approximate total distance 3.1 miles).
Plowing would begin when there is a 4”
snowfall, road must be kept open. The snow-
plowing seasonal contract would be in effect
from November 1, 2020 until May 1, 2021.
Requesting a bid for the total amount for the
season. A Certificate of Insurance is required
upon acceptance of the bid. Please contact
Bearville Supervisor Gene Baker: 218-301-
9343 or Kathy Cressy-Clerk: 218-376-4495
or bearvi@frontiernet.net. For more details
and map. Sealed bids will be accepted until
September 4 and opened at the September
8 Board of Supervisors meeting. Malil sealed
bids to: Bearville Township Snowplowing
bid, c/o Kathy Cressy — Clerk, 62949 County
Road 557, Cook, MN 55723. Bearville
Township reserves the right to reject any and
all bids.

Kathy Cressy, Bearville Town Clerk

Published in the Timberjay, July 24, 2020

Town of Embarrass
Notice of Primary Election
and
Notice of Candidate Filing

Notice is hereby given to all qualified vot-
ers of the Town of Embarrass, County of
St. Louis, State of Minnesota. Primary
election will be held Tuesday, August 11,
2020. Polls will be open from 7:00 a.m.
to 8:00 p.m. at the Embarrass Town Hall.

Affidavits of candidacy may be filed with the
Town Clerk at the Clerk’s Office located at
the Embarrass Town Hall, 7503 Levander

Road. Filing dates are from July 28, 2020 to
August 11, 2020. The Clerk’s Office hours
are from 9:00- 3:00 pm Monday-Thursday.
The following Township Offices are to be
filled in the November 3, 2020 Election:

(Two)Board Supervisorsand (One) Town Clerk
Each position is a four-year term.
A two-dollar fee is required with each filing.

Filing for offices closes on Tuesday, August
11, 2020 at 5:00 p.m. (The Clerk’s Office will
remain open until 5:00 p.m. on August 11.)
Jennifer Boese, Town Clerk

Published in the Timberjay, July 17 & 24, 2020

NOTICE

EAGLES NEST
TOWNSHIP

CANDIDATE FILING PERIOD

The following offices are open for election at
the November 3, 2020 General Election.
Affidavits of Candidacy may be filed with the
Town Clerk at the Eagles Nest Town Hall
between the hours of 3 p.m. and 5 p.m. on
July 28, July 30, Aug. 4, Aug. 6, and from 1
p.m. - 5 p.m. on Aug. 11. Filings are open
beginning Tuesday, July 28, 2020 and ending
on Tuesday, August 11, 2020.

Clerk:

Supervisor B:
Supervisor C:
Supervisor D :

4 year term
4 year term
4 year term
2 year term

Filing fee: $2.00

Deb Siverhus, Town Clerk
1552 Bearhead State Park Rd., Ely, MN
55731.

The election for these positions will be held
Tuesday, November 3, 2020.

Published in the Timberjay, July 10 & 24, 2020

NOTICE OF FILING DATES FOR
ELECTION TO THE SCHOOL BOARD
INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT 707
NETT LAKE, STATE OF MINNESOTA

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the period
for filing affidavits of candidacy for the office
of school board member of Independent
School District No. 707 shall begin on July
28, 2020, and shall close at 5:00 o’clock p.m.
on August 11, 2020.

The general election shall be held on
Tuesday, November 3, 2020, At that election,
three members will be elected to the School
Board for terms of four (4) years each.
Affidavits of Candidacy are available from the
school district clerk, Nett Lake School, 13090
Westley Drive, Nett Lake, MN 55772. The
filing fee for this office is $2. A candidate for
this office must be an eligible voter, must be
21 years of age or more on assuming office,
must have been a resident of the school dis-
trict from which the candidate seeks election
for thirty (30) days before the general elec-
tion, and must have no other affidavit on file
for any other office at the same primary or
next ensuing general election.

The affidavits of candidacy must be filed in
the office of the school district clerk and the
filing fee paid prior to 5:00 o’clock p.m. on
August 11, 2020.

BY ORDER OF THE SCHOOL BOARD
Malita Spears, School District Clerk

Published in the Timberjay, July 17 & 24, 2020




4B July 24, 2020

TIMBERJAY Newspapers

Jutdoor

Our lives in the

S Northwoods

HUNTING

DNR tightens limits ahead of 2020 deer season

It will be bucks only for hunters in many areas, limited antlerless permits elsewhere

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

REGIONAL — Deer
hunters in much of north-
eastern Minnesota will need
to look for antlers when
they take to the woods
this fall. That’s because
the Department of Natural
Resources has trimmed the
number of antlerless permits
in several deer permit areas
while designating four others
in the area as “bucks-only.”

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

REGIONAL —
Researchers hope to learn
more about the subject of one
of the most successful wildlife
recovery efforts ever undertak-
eninNorth America. Fifty years
ago, the trumpeter swan— the
largest living waterfowl in the
world— was all but a memory
in most of North America after
years of overhunting and loss
of habitat.

But the discovery of a
population of trumpeters in
a remote part of Alaska gave
wildlife managers the opportu-
nity to attempt a reintroduction
of the species to other parts
of the continent, including
Minnesota. In the mid-1980s,
the Minnesota Department of
Natural Resources began a
reintroduction effort with eggs
from the Alaska population.
That reintroduction expanded
the reintroduction to northeast-
ern Minnesota, among other
locations. An earlier effort by
the regional parks system in the
Twin Cities had used trumpeter
eggs fromasmall,residual pop-
ulation in Montana to establish
a population of trumpeters in
the metro region.

But the reintroduction in
northern Minnesota was partic-
ularly successful, and trumpet-
ers are now commonly seen in
the summer months in much of
northeastern Minnesota, where
they breed most often in remote
marshes and beaver ponds.

The stricter limits this
fall are in response to back-
to-back tough winters,
according to DNR wildlife
managers.

The new bag rules will
apply for both archery and
firearms hunters. The archery
deer season gets underway on
Sept. 19, while the regular
firearms season runs from
Nov. 7- Nov.22 in northeast-
ern Minnesota.

Most of the hunters
who take part in the hunt in

northeastern Minnesota will
be limited to a buck. That’s
because four of the permit
areas, including 119, 118,
130, and 132 are designated
as bucks only. Four other
permit areas, which include
the bulk of St. Louis County,
will be limited to the permit
lottery. Permit area 177,
which encompasses Lake
Vermilion and farm country
west of Cook, will offer
600 antlerless permits. The
permit area was designated

“hunter’s choice” in 2019,
although hunters registered
just 547 antlerless deer out
of a total harvest of 1,135.
One out of four hunters in
the permit area registered a
deer last year.

Meanwhile, a total of
300 antlerless permits will
be issued for PA 176, which
was designated hunter’s
choice last year. Hunters
there registered a total of just

See DEER...pg. 5B

SUCCESS STORIES

No swan song for these birds

After a successful reintroduction, researchers hope to learn more about trumpeter swans

Above: A pair of trumpeter
swans flies above a beaver
pond in the Superior
National Forest. The
population of trumpeters
has rebounded
spectacularly in Minnesota
following a reintroduction
effort started by the DNR in
the 1980s.

Right: A pair of trumpeters
stand on lingering ice on
Lake Vermilion’s Pike Bay.

photos by M. Helmberger

Trumpeter pairs mate for life
and typically return year-after-
year to places where they have
successfully raised young.

When the DNR’s nongame
program began its reintroduc-
tion in the 1980s, biologists
set a goal to build a trumpeter
population as high as 350 birds.
Today, approximately 30,000
trumpeter swans live and breed
here in Minnesota, making it
by far the largest population
of trumpeters in the lower 48
states.

With the reintroduction an
overwhelming success, wildlife
biologists are now hoping to
learn more about how these
remarkable birds, whose wing
spans can extend more than
eight feet. Researchers are
in the process of capturing
35 of the big birds in various
locations in Minnesota, which
they’ll fit with neck-mounted
transmitters. An additional 55
trumpeters will be captured and
fitted with transmitters at other
locations in the Midwest where

- — q.....__..-

they have also been successful-
ly reintroduced.

The transmitters will allow
researchers to monitor trum-
peter swan movements at
15-minute intervals through-
out the year. “Results of this
study will provide information
about migration, year-round
movements, mortality risks
and swan use of various habitat
types,” said David Andersen, a
researcher with the Minnesota
Cooperative Fish and Wildlife
Research Unitat the University

of Minnesota, who is cooperat-
ing on the project.
Researchers want to know
more about trumpeters’ habitat
needs and migration patterns
to allow for better manage-
ment in the future, both here
in Minnesota and in places
like Missouri and Arkansas,
where some trumpeters from
the Upper Midwest spend the
winter months. “Those are
states where we know that

See SWANS...pg. 5B

Wildflower Watch

Thisweels featured flower

Few wildflowers

are
more prominent in mid-to-late
summer in the North Country
than Fireweed, Chamaenerion
angustifolium. It’s well-known
as a pioneer after fire, but it’s
equally abundant along roadsides,
where it likes the access to plenty
of sunlight.

Thisis aneasy speciestoiden-
tify, thanks to its prominent spikes
of magenta flowers that sit atop
stems that frequently grow four
feet tall. The individual flowers
measure about an inch across and
feature four paddle-shaped petals.
The leaves are long and narrow,
and attach along the stem opposite
to each other.

It’s a member of Primrose
family.

PREVENTION

St. Louis Gounty
showing success
in fight against AIS

REGIONAL— St. Louis
County boasts more than 1,000
lakes, hundreds of miles of rivers,
169 public boat launches, and
one of the lowest rates of spread
of aquatic invasive species in the
state. With only 0.05 percent of its
lakes andrivers currently infested
and only one new infestationin the
last four years, St. Louis County’s
unique prevention model serves as
an inspiration in the fight against
aquatic invasive species.

That’s according to a press
statement issued by Wildlife
Forever, a partner in the county’s
AIS efforts.

Each year the county utiliz-
es over $600,000 in funding to
create a comprehensive aquatic
invasive species prevention and
management plan. Funds go
towards research, education,
on-the-ground prevention efforts
and acomprehensive outreach and
media campaign in partnership
with Wildlife Forever’s Clean
Drain Dry Initiative™ .

The Clean Drain Dry
Initiative™ (CD?2) is the national
campaign to educate outdoor rec-
reational users on how to prevent
the spread of invasive species.
Strategic communications, mar-
keting, outreach and educational

See AIS FIGHT...pg. 5B
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DEER...Continued from page 4B —

200 antlerless deer in the
permit area in 2019, out
of 995 total registrations.
Only 17 percent of hunters
reported harvesting a deer
in the permit area last year.

In other areas, the
DNR will issue 400 ant-
lerless permits in PA 178,
while just 50 will be issued
in PA 131.

PA 117, whichencom-

passesthe Boundary Waters
Canoe Area Wilderness,
will be the only permitarea
in the region designated as
hunter’s choice. Relatively
few deer reside in the
BWCAW and the permit
area only attracts a small
number of hunters who
are seeking a challenging
experience.

SWANS...Continued from page 4B —

our birds have migrated
to,” said John Moriarity,
director of the Three Rivers
Parks system in the Twin
Cities. “If we know they
are migrating to an area,
we would work to try to
improve habitat there to
have a safer location for
migrating.”

It also identifies
places outside Minnesota
where educational out-
reach through local game
officials can help trum-
peters. “In the early years
[of reintroduction], most
of them got shot,” said
Moriarity. “The education
has gotten much better in
southern states. Mortality
from hunting has dropped

dramatically.”

Trumpeters still face
other hazards. Some still
die every year from lead
poisoning as they ingest
lead shot from wetland
sediments. Some also die
from flying into power lines
or other obstructions, that
can kill large numbers of a
wide variety of birds.

Wildlife managers
know that some trumpeters
will spend the winter in
Minnesota, where they can
find areas of open water and
sufficient food. But how
many spend the winter in
the state isn’t clear, and
that’s one more question
that the new study should
help to answer.

AIS FIGHT...Continued from page 4B —

services provide access
to consistent messaging,
and resources for local
communities to implement
prevention programs.

St. Louis County has
combined on-the-ground
efforts with a comprehen-
sive outreach and media
campaign. The county’s
prevention efforts have
been accomplished in
partnership with local
lake associations, cities,
townships, the North St.
Louis Soil and Water
Conservation District and
national leaders such as
Sea Grant and Wildlife
Forever. On-the-ground
efforts including boat
inspections, education,
and decontamination at
boat ramps, tied together
with billboards, TV public
service announcements,
gas station advertising,
radio ads, and print adver-
tising allow the CD2 pre-
vention message to be seen,
heard and felt throughout
the county.

Burntside Lake
Association is one of
several key partners inte-
grating CD2 education
and outreach around the
lake and throughout the
Ely area. “Our volun-
teer network works with
Wildlife Forever to distrib-
ute materials to inspectors
at the landings throughout
the summer as well as the
many storefronts in Ely to
educate locals and tourists
alike,” said Carrie Ohly-
Cusack with Burntside
Lake Association. “We
appreciate the continued
support from the county
to maintain the health of
our lake and community.”

St. Louis County
Commissioners meetannu-
ally to review and allocate
grant funds to the AIS pre-
vention projects that will
have the largest impact.
“We rely on the unique
expertise of our partners
to protect our waters from
the constant threat of AIS,”
said Commissioner Keith
Nelson. “Wildlife Forever
plays a key role to ensure
our communities and vis-
itors are aware and stay
vigilant in doing their part
to stop the spread. It’s abso-
lutely critical to maintain a
high level of awareness if
we are to stay ahead of this

PET
FOOD

HIBBING
Nz
£D
262-3049

problem.”

“So much of our
national CD2 prevention
program’s innovation is
owed to the partnership
model we’ve enjoyed with
St. Louis County over
the past five years. It’s so
rewarding to see the incred-
ibly slow spread rates due
to the investment in public
outreach, education, and
tools,” remarked Dane
Huinker, Conservation
Program Manager of
Wildlife Forever.

To learn about ser-
vices, contact Dane
Huinker at DHuinker@
Wildlifeforever.org or visit
www.CleanDrainDry.org.

Wildlife Forever is a
501c3 non-profitdedicated
to investing resources on
the ground. Recent audits
reveal that 94 percent of
every dollar donated to
the group supports their
conservation programs.

LAKE COUNTRY FORECAST mam from NOAA weather

(LEA

Friday : Saturday Sunday Monday Tuesday
° ¥ . »
UL . :. . :-v ‘:3-’~ﬁf,‘ ‘3.~_“‘V’
. 2 3 P - - &
. ’; " .; f“ :‘A N
° - ) VS
R X
Ely Hi Lo Prec.Sn. Emb. Hi Lo Prec.Sn. Cook Hi Lo Prec.Sn. Orr Hi Lo Prec.Sn. Tower Hi Lo Prec. Sn.
0713 80 51 0.0 0713 78 47 0.0 0713 78 55 0.0 0713 79 55 0.00 0713 79 51  0.00
0714 78 57 1.10 0714 79 60 1.05 0714 79 5 1.06 0714 72 59 1.10 0714 79 59 1.36
0715 71 48 0.00 0715 70 50 0.00 0715 73 58 0.00 0745 79 55 0.00 0745 71 51 0.04
07/16 80 55 0.09 07/16 80 60 0.2 0716 78 58 0.14 0716 73 59 0.09 07/16 79 56 0.08
0717 77 50 0.19 0717 80 49 0.18 0717 74 58 0.46 0717 82 55 0.19 0717 76 49 0.28
0718 86 54 052 0718 86 50 0.57 0718 85 58 0.75 0718 84 66 052 07/18 85 60 0.64
07/19 84 61 031 07/19 8 60 047 0719 85 60 0.3 0719 70 55 0.31 0719 85 60 0.37
Total 10.62 YTD Total 11.16 YTD Total 14.66 YTD Total NA YTD Total 10.81

Slight increase in Vermilion loon count

Yet numbers remain below the ten-year average for fourth year in a row

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

LAKE VERMILION — Loon
numbers here increased justslightly
in 2020 but remain below the ten-
year average count of 234 loons.
The weather was mostly calm and
a total of 79 volunteer counters
covered 22 separate count territo-
ries on the big lake as the Vermilion
Lake Association held the 38th
annual loon count on July 13.

Counters tallied a total of 201
loons, up just slightly from last
year’scountof 195. Counters found
a total of 120 loons on the lake’s
east end, a modest increase over
the 104 loons spotted there last
year. Meanwhile, loon numbers
dipped slightly on the west end,
with 81 loons spotted, compared to
91 during last year’s count.

Counters tallied a total of 28
chicks, with 13 seen on the west
end and 15 in the east. That was
eight fewer chicks than spotters
sighted last year, although several
volunteers reported seeing adult
loons still sitting on nests so the
lake could still produce a few more
chicks this season.

This year’s loon totals, which
represent the fourth-straight year
that loon numbers on the lake have
been below the ten-year average,
suggest that the lake’s loons could
be showing the effects of the 2010
BP oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico.

Minnesota is home to more
common loons than all other states
in the U.S. combined, except
Alaska. And as the state bird, inter-

g

o Boats, trailers, and gear

o Remove all weeds, mud, and
hitchhiking contaminants
from axles, wheels, undercarriage,
motor, prop, nets, and gear
before leaving boat landing

STOP INVASIVE SPECIES!

-y

esthas long been high in thisiconic
summer resident. In the wake of the
2010 oil spill, researchers have been
closely watching loon numbers for
signs that the incident on the Gulf
could be impacting loon numbers
andreproduction. Previous research
has demonstrated that loons in
Minnesota and Michigan were
exposed to the 2010 spill, but it
remains uncertain how quickly any
effects from that exposure might
show up in population trends and
reproductive success. The Lake
Vermilion loon count is one of the
longest-running loon surveys in
Minnesota, which makes it par-
ticularly valuable for researchers
watching the long-term health of
the state’s loon population.

“ld ‘I “

Most Minnesota loons winter
on the Gulf Coast, so they likely
were exposed to some of the toxic
byproducts of the 2010 spill. In
addition, young loons from the
region will frequently spend their
first several years living on the
Gulf. They don’treturn to breeding
grounds on northern Minnesota
lakes until they reach maturity.

Loons are good indicators
of water quality because they
need clean, clear water to catch
food. They are also sensitive to
disturbances such as lakeshore
development and contaminants
like mercury and lead in their
environment.

o Water from boat, bilge,
motor, and live well

Everything at least five days
before going to other waters

. (Or) Decontaminate with
high pressure water
(120°F or warmer)

& Remove drain plug
and open all water
draining devices

o Trash unused bait

LEARN MORE AT CLEANDRAINDRY.ORG

=

INITIATIVE

HNENET
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PUBLIC NOTICES

NOTICE

CITY OF TOWER

CANDIDATE FILING PERIOD

Notice is hereby given that the City of Tower
will be accepting affidavits of candidacy at the
Tower City Hall during the filing period of July
28, 2020 to August 11, 2020 during normal
business hours, Monday — Friday, 7:30 am to
4:00 pm. On the last day of the filing period,
August 11, 2020 we will be open until 5:00
pm. The following seats are open for candi-
dacy this election:

GENERAL ELECTION
TWO City Councilors (4 year term)

SPECIAL ELECTION
VACATED POSITIONS
TWO City Councilors (2 year term)

The election for these positions will be held
Tuesday, November 3, 2020.

Published in the Timberjay, July 17, 24 & 31, 2020

NOTICE OF PRIMARY ELECTION
FIELD TOWNSHIP

State of Minnesota, County of St. Louis

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a Primary
Election will be held in all election precincts
in Field Township

at the FIELD TOWN HALL
On Tuesday, August 11, 2020.

Polling places will be open

from 10:00 a.m. — 8:00 p.m.

FEDERAL OFFICES

United States Senator

United States Representative, District 8
STATE OFFICES

State Senator for Districts 6 and 7

COUNTY OFFICES

County Commissioner for District 3 (office will
appear on ballots only in applicable district)

NOTE: Local city, town, and school district
offices/questions may also appear on ballots
within their respective jurisdictions.

Pat Chapman, Town Clerk

Published in the Timberjay, July 24 & 31, 2020

LEIDING TOWNSHIP
MEETING CHANGE NOTICE

The August regular meeting of the Leiding
Township Board of Supervisors will
be changed from Tuesday, Aug. 11 to
Wednesday, Aug. 12 at 6:30 p.m. at the
Leiding Town Hall. The date change is due
to the primary election.

Published in the Timberjay, July 24, 2020

The City of Orr is calling for
sealed bids on a contract
price for 13,000 gallons of

NOTICE OF PRIMARY ELECTION
MORCOM TOWNSHIP

State of Minnesota, County of St. Louis

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a Primary
Election will be held in all election precincts
in Morcom Township

BEAR RIVER COMMUNITY CENTER
12512 HWY 22, COOK, MN 55723
On Tuesday, August 11, 2020.
Polling places will be open
from 10:00 a.m. — 8:00 p.m.

FEDERAL OFFICES

United States Senator

United States Representative, District 8
STATE OFFICES

State Senator for Districts 6 and 7

COUNTY OFFICES

County Commissioner for District 3 (office will
appear on ballots only in applicable district)

NOTE: Local city, town, and school district
offices/questions may also appear on ballots
within their respective jurisdictions.

Sasha Lehto, Town Clerk.

Published in the Timberjay, July 24 & 31, 2020

VERMILION LAKE TOWNSHIP
PUBLIC ACCURACY TESTING

Vermilion Lake Township will conduct a
Public Accuracy Test on the AutoMark
Assistive Voting Machine on Tuesday,
August 4, 2020 at 9:00 a.m. at the Vermilion
Lake Town Hall, 6703 Wahlsten Rd.
Crystal Alaspa, Town Clerk

Published in the Timberjay, July 24, 2020

CITY OF TOWER
COUNCIL VACANCY

Seeking eligible Council applicants
Qualifications: eligible to vote in Minnesota,
Tower resident for last 30 days,
and 21 years of age or older
Appointed term 08/05-11/03/2020 (91 days)
Application available on-line
at www.cityoftower.com
or in person at City Hall.
Applications due 07/31/20

Published in the Timberjay, July 17 & 24, 2020

CALL FOR 237, 4429 Hwy 53, Orr, MN
PROPANE BIDS 55771. Sealed bids must be
CITY OF ORR received no later than 3:00
2020-2021 HEATING PM, Thursday, August 6,
SEASON 2020, to be considered at the

Orr City Council Meeting on
August 10, 2020, at 5:00 PM
at the Orr City Hall, 4429 Hwy
53, Orr, MN.

MORCOM TOWNSHIP

NOTICE OF ANNUAL MEETING

The Morcom Township Annual Meeting will
reconvene on Thursday, August 6, 2020, at
5:00 p.m. at the Bear River School. Please
be advised to wear a mask if attending,
and social distancing seating will apply. The
Township Board Regular Meeting will follow
at 6:00 p.m.

Published in the Timberjay, July 24 and 31, 2020

NOTICE OF PRIMARY ELECTION
LEIDING TOWNSHIP

State of Minnesota, County of St. Louis

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a Primary
Election will be held in all election precincts
in Field Township

at the LEIDING TOWN HALL

On Tuesday, August 11, 2020.
Polling places will be open
from 10:00 a.m. — 8:00 p.m.

FEDERAL OFFICES

United States Senator

United States Representative, District 8
STATE OFFICES

State Senator for Districts 6 and 7

COUNTY OFFICES

County Commissioner for District 3 (office will
appear on ballots only in applicable district)

NOTE: Local city, town, and school district
offices/questions may also appear on ballots
within their respective jurisdictions.

Marie Milan, Town Clerk.

Published in the Timberjay, July 24 & 31, 2020

FOR BID

City of Tower
SURPLUS EQUIPMENT
AUCTION
1982 American LaFrance Fire
Truck, Sold As-Is, No Reserve

Price

Sealed bids accepted in-per-
son at City Hall through
07/31/2020

For details, contact: fire@city-
oftower.com. Bid opening wil
be on 08/10/2020.

Published in the Timberjay,
July 17 & 24, 2020

CITY OF ORR
CALL FOR BIDS
ELECTRIC DEEP

FRYERS

The City of Orr solicits bids for
two used, electric, commercial
deep fryers. Manufacturer:
(1) Hot Point; and (2) Star

The City of Orr is selling the
fryers “as is” and makes no
warranties, express or implied.
The fryers may be inspected
by contacting the Orr City Hall
at 218-757-3288, Monday-
Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Minimum Bid:  $250.00 for
each fryer.

Please indicate on your enve-
lope which fryer you are bid-
ding on.

Sealed bids will be accept-
ed by the City of Orr, Clerk’s
Office, 4429 Highway 53,
PO Box 237, Orr, MN 55771,
until 3:00 p.m., on Thursday,
August 6, 2020. Bids will be
opened at the Orr City Council
Meeting on Monday, August
10, 2020, at 5:00 p.m.

The City of Orr reserves the
right to accept or reject any
and all bids.

Published in the Timberjay,
July 24 & 31, 2020

EMPLOYMENT

propane for the upcoming

ACOOK

HOSPITAL & CARE CENTER
Our Specialty is You

OPEN POSITIONS di

Care Center
FT & PT Nursing Assistants

Activities
Casual Activities Assistant

Dietary
FT Certified Dietary Manager
Casual Dietary Aide/Cook

Radiology
FT Radiology Tech

Hospital/ER
PT Registered Nurse

Excellent Wages!
Ask about our

sign on bonus!

Housekeeping

Cheri Cart
e saner PT Housekeeper

Clerk/Treasurer
218-757-3288

heating season September
1, 2020, through May 31,
2021. Cost per gallon should
reflect any additional fees or
charges.

TO APPLY:

EMPLOYMENT

Adult Day Services

Casual RN/LPN More Info? Contact Human Resources

218-666-6220

humanresources@cookhospital.org

Published in the Timberjay,
July 24 & 31, 2020

Please submit your bid to

the City of Orr, PO Box

The Cook Hosprtal & Care Center offers competitve pay and benefits
wckachng PERA retire

Mail Carrier

Ecpal Oppartunity on Emplayer Jeaith and Dentol coverage, Uik and LTD,

» Hiring for full-time and part-time positions
for Tower-Soudan area routes.
» Starting pay is $18/hr
» Must be reliable and have
a dependable vehicle.
>» Mandatory background check, drug test
and clean driving record required.
Send resume to
ross.routes790@gmail.com

POSITION OPENING
Ely Public Schools

K-5 Elementary Teacher
1.0 Full Time Equivalent (FTE)

Ely Public Schools is looking for a K-5
Elementary Teacher beginning the 2020-
2021 school year; 1.0 FTE; competitive sala-
ry and fringes as per the master agreement.
Background check required.

Qualifications include:
» Current Minnesota teaching license in K-6
Elementary Education

» Previous teaching experience preferred
> Excellent communication skills including —Supel' CfOSSWOId— 3 2 6
verbal and written
Answers
Application available at: www.ely.k12.mn.us SIPIAIRIEIDIENTO NEITISIOTATBIBILIEIR 1 6 5
A complete application must include the ARISIEINERQOICE|LIOTIMEMUILIATIE
following: HIO|L|D|E|N|G|R/A HIA|M|SMC|I|T|YM|A|P
> District Licensed Application AlTIE slulpls TIN[GEN o/ NI AT [E 8 2 1
> Resume oy
> Copy of official transcripts RIEIE|SIEpL|I ERRDI!T|S|YRRDIAIRITIN
> Current Minnesota teaching license AM[PILIE|JJAICIK SIR|A|T[S|I|N|B|R|A|T 9 7 8
> 3 letters of recommendation O|L|E|G] OW|L|E|TINAH
Return materials to: Ely Public Schools, Attn: DIOJJIOQWIEIN|T TIORBIOIL|TROINU|S Place a number in the empty boxes in such a way
Superintendent Erik Erie, 600 E. Harvey St., A|D|E|P THRIE O.R O|OIK|I|E|C[R|I|S|P that h h col d d
Ely, MN 55731 or email mwognum@ely.k12. 7o[s[s[ulp w0 N[k [ A A A H] at each row across, each column down an
mn.us. ~ Contact Washington Elementary ARISEFRICISIT ERIFILIAIMIE SEGIEN each small 9-box square contains all of the
Principal Anne Oelke at 218-365-6166 ext. — b £ t .
1724 or aoelke@ely.k12.mn.us with any BIO|IT|![|C A|E|S|O|PIRIE|G|AR|D numbers Trom one to nine.
questions. LIU|C|K|Y|C|H|AIR T|SIL|A|HJD|A|RIE|R
E/S|A||J!|S|L EJK|!|L|R|O|YL|AD|Y
Start date: September 1,2020 ' AR IRRaE NIEIATL] DIFFICULTY THIS WEEK: “
Deadline to apply: August 3, 2020; open until
filled. C|A{P|IN|C|R|U|T|C H@MC|O|C|O|A|B|U|F|F|S
rlU[s|s|olfr|o|T o[k n|o|rRls|PIRIEIE i
Published in the Timberjay, July 24 & 31, 2020 = — € Moderate ¢ ¢ Challenglng
AlR|A O|R|OW|A|T|E|R|E|R EIM|T I
v[o[c[c[a[N[oJls H[R[E[D[D[E[D|C|H[E[AT ¢ ¢ ¢ HOO BOY!
E/RIMILINJE|SEH OMIAIGIERgA 11EILILIO © 2020 King Features Synd., Inc.
NIA[S|TIA|S|EJA W|AKIEIDEES|A|Y|YE|S

EMPLOYMENT

Cook Building Center
Now Hiring Full Time
Delivery Driver/Yard Employee

Overtime every week 45-55 hours. Paid
Time Off, 401k Match, Health Insurance,
Cell Phone. Send resume to info@cook-
buildingcenter.com or stop in to fill out an
application. tfn

Experienced AUTOMOTIVE TECHNICIAN
Full-time, M-F, benefits. Contact Lee
Phillips. Waschke Family Chevrolet in Cook,
126 N Hwy 53, PO Box 549, Cook, MN
55723; 218-666-5901 or 800-238-4545. tin

Weekly SUDOKU

by Linda Thistle
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K TIMBERJAY CILASSIFIEDS

Classifieds run in all 3 editions
of the Timberjay.

Considerations of personal privacy, time and
resources prevent the newspaper from investigating
ads placed in the classified section. If you respond
to an ad, we urge you to use the same care and
prudence that you would use when conducting busi-
ness in any other situation.

MARINE

r
1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 I
1 1
| . - . - . i
H Lln.e_classmeds cost 30¢/word, $6'00 minimum. H Centrally Located On
HAIR CARE 1 Classified ads can be run a second time at half price
o BUILDING | !  (private parties only). We nowcaccept paymentby | Lake Vermilion
I Visa, Mastercard and Discover. Call your ad in to 218- 1 »
Er?dY SPA-  Open Monday- SERVICES 1 ) . en v . 1 . ;))4 Covered Wet & Dry Boat Storage
ay 8:30 - 6:30. 218-666- 1 753-2950. Display (boxed) classifieds are billed by the — .
5594. tin s ; . - X . g Lease or Purchase Options
=1 inch”- please call for prices and information on discounts. | - Marina * Mechanic on Du
VERMILION SHEAR IMAGE-  EASTDHU RIVER SAWMILLING | ! ' i ’
LERMILION SHEAR IMAGE- I Call Today - 218-753-2950 or 218-365-3114 | Convenience Store
Tower. 218-753-2928. tfn “PutAPlece()f e o o ol 24-Hour Fuel ¢ Live Bait
Northern 4551 Bradley Road, Tower * 753-5457
HOSPICE Minnesota MARINE WWW. shamrocidanding com
In Your Home” - .
VIRGIE HEGG HOSPICE
for patients ‘and" el am Superior Quality
o | eomior. | *Plank Paneling MOCCASIN POINT
| h as: fort
core, maseages, lasi wahes || +Tim s & cd mm@,ﬁ el TIMBUKTUTIMBUKTY
and more. For more informa- * One-Of-A-Kind Moldings S — @Mm:ﬁ&rmu
tion, contact Program Director . ST ERYAMAHA e nedt o S Fuinr NTAIRTNA MAE FREEIENHE
Becca Bundy at 218-780-5423 | * Industrial Lumber @ Pouskar 8 COUIRE: 4655 Moccasin Point Ra | | e T e
hhpdirector@gmail.com. . I IR Cen y
This ad s peia for by vrgie | 218-744-1788 | BEELERREREAUES + Boat launch, rental, Lake Vermilion 218-666-2 131 " 218-666-2276
Hegg Hosplce Partners. Rentals . A0 ek Narvews Bd - Cosl MY 2ATF Vermdliem By - Uasl 50
8825 Hwy 101, Iron, MN 55751 General Store store & repair 218-753-3319 Cabin renials res o
BUSINESS * Cabins for a great, Storage, Boat Rentals, Year round boat B | =0
LICENSE 218-993-2214 fun vacation Servme/Repalrs/SaIes storage and dockage EEres
SERVICES www.handbergs.com Mechanic on Duty Boat and pentoon Boats (%) mercuRy]
BURFAU See us at: www.grubens.com n renial ~
T & T STUMP GRINDING- Call us at: 218.753.5000 | | Moccasinpointmarine.com omvemt $ suzua 2 YAMAHA
Stump grinding, clean-up and COOK LICENSE BUREAU T T i Conventence siore Kal i b Fif
;iebris ;gmcival.zﬁ)glgggreg%r TEMPORARY HOURS | __i Ii”i 4296T:§\r’\r’2¥\l;\lﬂe’\?(é;09|gt Rd, YAMAHA G LN Haym ar | %ol sorvive: stoenge. boui Rk
h[r?e estimate. 218-780-6278. 8,l.SJeEn- M-?/—V(?F 9argo-vugp-):ng OUTBOARDS timbukinmarina.com| timbukinmarine.com
Mail in or drop off only SFlra&ng,S Ic\)llaMt;\lI|515(7%71
his time. Call with
F OUND :tuets{isogge 201518.6\2;”(;.61a 35 Meargjry O(Elrt\lgggrdsrrMerCrwser
Email: cookdep159@gmail Crestliner Lund, Spartan Trailers, REFORMULATED
PAIR OF EARRINGS found at =mail: cookdep gmail.com Ercoa Pontoons.
K uper Crosswor CEREAL
W . ontac erl enn
?;)gs;&:ozoigjntify an% claim}f WANTED
ownship@frontimetnet - SELIGA CANOES WANTED: L ACROSS 50 Attended, as 89 Actor 130 Actor Danny 35 1990s 83 Brick ovens
We'l buy old Seligas in Good Fm 1 Had mercy an event Morales 131 llie of tennis exercise fad 84 So very
SUPPORT ino cash. Call Stove at 365, |  SSOSELUN] , %n s gg ﬁut’s partner g? g/laui, (;.g. 132 Sltop;t))ed gg ﬁell stuff gg %ot bgz inert
6745. tfn s 0od-size arge uy who slumbering ate war
GROUPS RENTAL h’éﬁﬁ%ﬁ"},ﬁf&'ﬂ;&%& combos burden “was here” 133 Give the OK 39 Shul winner,
Ely AA_GROUPS TO MEET of T°We|:::r:_w 169 13 Dilettante 59 Very skiled 94 “My Fair — attendee e.g.
ately, the Ely Wednssday and FOR RENT: Country apartment, | Mon-Sat: 8:30 Al-5:30 PM 20 Fictional 61 Vintage auto 95 Foe of Grant DOWN 40 Sousing sort 92 Winter
Saturday AR Groups wil ol nice_location. $780/month plus Sun: 9 AW-3 PM detectve 62 Cereal 97 Cow catcher  1Vastdesert 42 Positive Games gp.
. ) : MERCURY LT H @ il oY
Il meeting has b tup, 7/24 g LUND Zesis Lupin endorsed 99 *Hud” co-star 2 For now number, e.g. 93 Positive
AL 730 on either night, call 976: 21 Tiger cat by first-year Patricia 3 Slumbering 45 Office vote
code, s6tesot Once e mes.  FOR SALE 2hodel : abiles? 101 Ceeal tat 4 Crifs cor - furire 0 Prefix with
ing has started, use 6 to mute oneself after 65 Even elps to heal 5 Propyl ender 47 Like resort
B o e 1 0l FOR SALE: toaps 4. 55875 DOG 23 Cereal chance broken legs? 6 Lions' lairs potential 98 Demonstrate
up phone meetings, please call Will build hand-crafted log invented 67 Willy with a 105 Cereal that 7 Finnish, e.g. sweethearts 100 Sit-ups
Anna Nimity at 218-290-2681 for 2;’;“;2’?3'_"7%%_;‘?7{5&;?23?‘3”‘ GROOMING by actor chocolate looks like 8 Rocker Ric 48 Aromatic sculpt them
William? factory it's been 9 0ld soda 49 Actress Alba 101 “Scream”
MS SUPPORT GROUP- meets 2008 MERCURY MARINER [ e . . X .
the second Friday of the month SUV- $1.700. Call 612.520 ,‘ Boun dary b’ 25Reference 69 Turkish polished? brand 51 Latest info director
a ' pum.at et:% ngg:]t MOung;:pt%I - 7I24v showing an commander 111 “Tin Cup 10 Big African 52 Sound a Wes
HEEE gy [7 WD i Dl e e
at 218-827-8327. - % W — gratia e id who ctor y songs
ORR AA meets Tuesdays at LOOKING  FOR  PCA/ | Groommg b food artis” Chosen’ challenges Hemsworth 104 Got to one’s
8 pm. al Holy Cross Catholic HOMEMAKER for 71 year old | g @ | 27Llatheringup 72 Cereal novelist gender 56 River from feet
urch, Orr woman in Crane Lake 875 | 218-T93-1228 4| 28Electiojetbit  flavoredwith  Chaim — stereotypes  Lake Erie 106 Anxious
ELY  CO-DEPENDENTS hours per week. Flexible hours/ | ‘& 305 Birch St, Tower & % | 29 Hoppy drink really hot 114 Neither here 12 Rds. 57Sawtoa 107 Ribbed, as
o Ghich Sasosom Sapeny o o e ater 4 Psmicanson) ¥ 30Voalst pepers?  —there  13Hunlng _seal fabi
3-Use west side entrance. For work....). 218-093-2342. 7/24 | %" _ o "". Della 76 95-Across’ 115 Buyingbinge  lures 58 Remove 108 Liberally
more information go to coda.org & g Licor Kol $ 33 Utter a fib rank: Abbr. 116 Parseghian 14 Despot Idi moisture in 109 Doe or cow
." o yes perence | 34 Aitheaded 77 Young male, of football 15 Except by whirling 110 Brief brawls
OVEREATERS ANONYMOUS- ¥ 10 % : ; : ;
Meetings every Wednesday 36 “Mack the inmany rap 117°“—y plata” 16 Muckraking 60 Having many 113 Merited
at 430 pm. ot Our Savior's Knife” singer  songs (Montana Nellie bunches of fate
utheran Lhuren, virginia. Bobby 78 — -tac-toe motto) 17 Hedy of old feathers 117 Individuals
BABBITT ALANON- meots EMPLOYMENT 38 Cereal that's 79 Big name in 118 Sprinkler of Hollywood 63 Kluizes 119 Deck wood
the upstairs of Woodland more than fables plants 18Latin“and 64 Examined 120 Nutritional
Presbyterian Church. enough? 80 Look upon 121 Rescue crew  others” in order amts.
: 41 Cereal that 82 Cereal that VIP 19 Be contrite to rob 123 Op. —
AL-ANON FAMILY GROUP-
Are you troubled by someone’s Ely POI ice Depart_ment tums kids makes 122 Lava emitter 24 Clu of “McQ” 66 Less cheap 124 Tennis’
e oo Full-time Patrol Officer into imps? people want 125 Cereal with 28 “Any 68 Uncluttered Ivanovic
support program for the friends i Deadline: Monday, August 10, 2020 at 5 pm 43 Cassini of to create hidden crib problem with 73 Singer Phil 125 0ld TV's “—
gggﬂ;a;;;:gsaf;fda'gggg"ﬁg- ;tn}',s_ , , , _ fashion graphs and sheets? that?” 74 Lie languidy ~ Na Na”
one affected by someone else’s The Ely Police Department is accepting appli- 44 Baby hooter tables? 128 Stoats with 31 Some 750n —with 126 Spy gp.
drinking. Hope Lutheran Church Cat!OnS for the p.osmon of a fU”'-tlme Patro' 46 HN gl 6 “ d d hlu ht t |b t 81 B H 127 :(Y
in Embarrass hosts an Al-Anon f| Officer. The City of Ely provides unique ope -da wane coats sailboats Ig name In ou
group on Monday evenings at 6 B opportunities for recreation, culture, and work 47 Judoroom 88 Challenger 129 Public tribute 32 Sushi fish polling there!
p.m. 218-984-2037. not often seen in a city of its size. Ely con-
Viromiaan wowens [ tinues to offer an excellent quality of life to § |1 2 |3 |4 [5 |6 718 |9 [10 |11 12 13 (14 |15 (16 (17 |18 |19
MEETING- Ladies by the Lake. [§ residents of the region. We strive to maintain
Tuesdays at 12 noon. Peace f| our outstanding educational opportunities, a 20 2 29
United Methodist Church, 303 Il full range of medical services, exceptional
S 9th Ave, please use side door il outdoor experiences, and unequaled sense
and parking. of community spirit. Ely provides a safe and | (23 24 25
AA  OPEN MEeEeTINGg- | friendly atmosphere, in affordable neighbor-
Thursdays at 7 p.m. at ] hoods that complement their natural sur- % 27 8 29
Woodland Presbyterian Church, i roundings. The City of Ely is committed to
Acacia Blvd. and Central Drive { heing a community that welcomes and values
in Babbitt diversity. We work to be a place where all § [30 3 (32 33 34 35 36 (37
MEETING in Ely! “New Ideas” | PeOPple, citizens and visitors alike, will feel safe
WOMEN IN RECOVERY: 12 J| and confident that the City of Ely respects the 38 39 40 PR 42
Steps. For women seeking help f rights and dignity of all people.
and. h_ope to recover from any
ggﬁ:‘t’)‘fi‘r’]g: gtl;;l{gslév:ﬁo'?rlhr?ggy The Ely Police Department is a 7-person
noon at St. Anthony’s Catholic [| department consisting of 4 patrolmen, 2 ser-
Church. Come join us! Q: 218- | geants, and a chief. The majority of officers
235-3581. work four consecutive twelve-hour shifts, fol-
- lowed by four days off. Starting base salary
,'\EA'EYEleg_ME'\\/'e? (,\)APEN AA Il as of 2020 LELS Contract is $27.41, with pay
y Monday at ) Y
noon at St. Anthony’s Catholic [| increases at 6 months, 1 year, and reaching

Church, 231 E Camp St., Ely.
Enter through side door.

IF YOU THINK YOU HAVE A
PROBLEM WITH DRUGS, give
yourself a break. There is a

way out with the help of other
recovering addicts in Narcotics { include, health, dental, health savings, uni-
ﬁ]f;?gymlggrs-me‘g’ﬁenghagf gt?%': form allowance, 13 paid holidays, 2 personal
information call 218-728-3199. | d2Ys, vacation and sick leave. 3
(Narcotics Anonymous is a X . X 2
non-profit organization.) Applicants must be P.O.S.T. licensed or eli- ;8)
gible for licensing by Oct 1, 2020. Applicants -
must be a U.S. Citizen, possess a valid MN £
5/6|3[7]9|8([4]2|1 driver’s license, pass a background check, <
4]9|2|6|1|3|5|7|8 physical fitness exam, and psychologic exam- 3
al1]714al5/2/9l6|3 ination prior to appointment. To be consid- )
ered, you must submit a City of Ely application p
6/2]5]3/7]4|8]1]9| M and resume by Monday, August 10, 2020. 2
7]4]1]9(8]6]3]5]|2 Active licensed peace officers are encour- 3
9(3|8[5|2(1|7]|4]s aged to apply. Contact Sandy at Ely Police 3
1171al8lselel2 35 Department at 218-365-3222 to obtain an e
application or go to the City of Ely website at 116 "7 18 119 120 121 ¢
31816(2]4]5]1|9]7] M www.ely.mn.us. The City of Ely is an equal 5
22191 1317]8]8]2] § opportunity employer. 122 123 [124 125 126 [127 £
=4
Ely Police Department <
209 E. Chapman Street, Ely, MN 55731 128 129 130 Q
218-365-3222 S
Published in the Timberjay, July 24 & 31, 2020 131 133

top pay at year 2 ($28.97). Longevity steps on
top of base pay at years 3 (1.2 %), 4 (1.6 %),
5 (2%), 10 (3%), 15 (4%), 20 (5%), 25 (6%),

and 30 (7 %).

Employees also shall receive

4% wage shift differential for all hours worked

between 3:00 pm and 7:00 am.

Benefits
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Custom made by DOW

Building Heavy Duty Docks
in Ely for 42 years

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM!
Quality Shorefront Products

Factory Dealer of
DAKA & Shoremaster Products

www.docksonwheels.com

“Check Out Our
New Products!

Quality & reliable
marine sales & service

2195 Twin Lakes Road aney :
5 miles west of Ely L éﬂf arine
onHwy 169 g0
218.365.6210 Eme &  OVANAHA
4 EVINRUDE @
Open Mon-Fri, 9-5
Sat. 9-Noon

8327 Unity Dr., Virginia / Mt. Iron
218-741-8532

In Business Since
©1979 ¢

GREENSTSSNE

Call Now To
Schedule Your
Summer Work!

MURSERY B LANDSCAPING

It's a great tlme to be outdoors!

“Fetch us” for
your summer
projects!

Landscaping
Services, Patios,
Garden Design,

Retaining Walls,
.' Yard Restoration

(218) 365-6037 » 2331 0ld Hwy 169, Ely

1/4 mi. east of 88 & 169 * greenstonenursery.com

FOREST CONCRETE

E%%ﬁﬂ Licensed Septic Design
SECTH g nsallaion
+Complete Site & Building Preparation
+ Road Building, Land Clearing,
Basement, Demolition
# Digging, Dozing, Hauling
# Sand, Gravel, Crushed Rock, Black Dirt

Call for an estimate * 218-365-4220
2408 Hwy. 169, PO Box 608, Ely, MN 55731
jschulze.excavating2@gmail.com

YOU'CALL \WEHAUL!

Cement Trucks, Building Materials
Septic-pumping Trucks, Dirt
Well-drilling Equipment
Propane Delivery

Carl Anderson

Cell 218-780-4935
www.andersonbarging.com

Covering all of Lake Vermilion

Real Estate
Closing Services,
Title Insurance
& Abstracting

ELY OFFICE
545 E Sheridan St « Ely, MN 55731
Phone (218)365-5256
Angie Mikulich
Licensed Closing Agent

NORTHEAST
TET -

Northeast Title Company

has competitive rates and
professional services assuring
peace of mind for our
customers before and after
closing. We take pride in our
service and have a proven
history of being a leader in the
industry. Customers can expect
quality services and products
along with a professional

staff that takes pride in every
closing. Our warm, friendly, and
professional approach in all of
our transactions ensures our
customers a level of comfort that

VIRGINIA OFFICE

61213 St S + Virginia MN 55792
Phone (218)741-1515

Jodee Micheletti
Owner/Licensed Closing Agent

COOK/SURROUNDING AREAS
Phone (218)666-3174

Sharon Maronick

Licensed Closing Agent

is unmatched in the industry.

www.netitle.com

BEAR (|
RIVER |
ELECTRIC

12896 Hwy. 1, Cook, MN Lic EA756990
Shawn & Diane 507-272-3882

I.OUSE LAY Flooring SALE!

The most innovative flooring on the market!
4 colors in-stock!

$4.25 sq ft

Karndean
Daskgnii

Install
Yourself!

.;,Fﬁl"‘;s To e

rrdﬁbf
& T
= [

COOK BUILDWNG CENTER

Phone/Fax: 218.666.5344
Hours: Mon. Fri: 7-5, Sat: 8-12
eric@cookbuildingcenter.com

Delivered Redi-Mix Concrete
Septic Tanks
We have: Concrete Steps & Sidewalk Pavers,
Crushed & Washed Rock, Sand,
Garden Soil, Crushed & Screened Gravel,
Different Types of Concrete Blocks.
FREE ESTIMATES for site development,
roads, fill and excavations.

From Ely to Tower-Soudan and
Virginia, using local gravel pits
to support all your needs.

OREST CONC *
i 7=

1715 E. Sheridan, Ely, MN 55731
office 218-365-6161 - plurnr 218-365-4030
fax 218-365-6985 * cc// 218-341-3197

Celebrating

Over
47 Years!

ENJOY SUMMER GRILLIN'

In-Stock Té?z\étrt

Traeger
Grills

& Accessories

We are a UPS Shipping Drop-Off

VERMILION LUMBER

HOME OF THE PROFESSIONALS
218-753-2230

302 Main St, Tower, MN

-3 8 AM-S pﬁ";vgit 8 AM-Noon visal %

INSURANCE

Tower-Soudan Agency
& Palo Mutual

Your Independent Insurance Agency

We Can Insure:
Residential, Seasonal, Island and

Non-Road Access Properties

218-753-2101
415 Main St.
Tower, MN
www.towersoudanagency.com

Advertise Here
One Low Price
Three editions

Call Today 218-793-2950

BIG enough to serve you &=
small enough to know you &=

When it comes to ﬂoormg...NO ONE does lt bette ]

Solid Saxony Cart

INSTALLS ON NEW
& EXISTING GUTTERS

Leaf Filter

PROTECTION

= FTER LeafFilter |
BEFORE LeafFilter .\ ;

150k

YOUR ENTIRE
URCHASE

TO THE FIRST
50 CALLERS!™

Promo Number: 2

Q A'rree estimate (1-855-845-8425

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

qualify. O sehol \d Mo b\gt estimate valid for 1 year. ** Offer valid at estimate ol
656 # 50145 it 12

eeeeee
wazzjz L
HIC.0649905 C127229
IR731804 Reg 1

se# H01067000 Registration:
366920918
PA069383 Suffolk HIC License # 52229-H

C127230 PC6475

Level Loop
starting at Commercial Carpets 0
21 99 starting at /
«JJ sy 6 99 0 o
installed with pad n S VA - Braids  Hand Knotted + Woven/Flatweave

SPECIAL PRICING ON IN-STOCK CARPETS
HUNDREDS OF REMNANTS « 10% OFF FOR CASH

WE HAVE EVERYTHING YOU NEED!

timherjay.com
(218) 153-2950

-Area ugs

* Hand Hooked/Loop Hooked
Oriental Reproductions

Flooring ¢ Cahinets e Gountertops  Window Treatments
Tlle & Stone o Plumhmg letul'es o Home Ilecol' & Mnl'e

BIG Encugh to Serve you; smal Enough to Know You

=& FLOOR to CEILING

& 8401 Enterprise Drive N., Virginia/Mt. Iron
&: /2 Mile West on Highway 169) -741-6690

@-. WI“‘__": HOURS: 9-5 M-F

floortoceiling.com/virginia




