Sliding hill fun...See /3B

Inside:

Ely goes hack to school... Sce /3
Winter spors... Sce /1B

Wolves and heavers...Sce /4B
Snowmobhile Hot Spots...Sce /5B

T \

Serving the communities of northern St. Louis County since 1989
—

$1m

INFRASTRUCTURE UPGRADES

Tower plans for three big prolects

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

TOWER — It appears that
2021 will see at least three major
infrastructure projects in and
around Tower after the city has
learned it’s set to receive more
than $3.6 million in state and
federal grant funds.

$3.6 million in grant funds a major boost

Thecity council,on Monday,
approved seeking bids for the
three projects, which include
a major reconstruction of Pine
Street, a new main that will
replace the city’s 70-year-old

existing connection to its water
tower, and a new and expanded
water treatment plant.

The level of grant funding
for the water-related projects
surprised even the most opti-

mistic of city officials. A $3.375
million grant from the Army
Corps of Engineers was the
biggest windfall announced by

See...WATER pg. 9

REGIONAL
Report says
deadly force
was justiﬁed
in shooting
by officers

by DAVID COLBURN
Cook/Orr Editor

DULUTH-TheDec.5
shooting death of a 19-year-
old Virginia man by two
St. Louis County Sheriff’s
deputies was “reasonable,
necessary, justified and
authorized,” according
to a statement and report
released Monday by St.
Louis County Attorney
Mark Rubin, but an attor-
ney for the victim’s family
is raising serious concerns
about the investigation and
the report.

Estavon Elioff was
shot multiple times and
killed by deputies Ryan
Smith and Matt Tomsich
in a wooded area northeast
of L&M Supply in Mt.
Iron after Smith shouted
that Elioff was taking aim
at the officers with what
he perceived to be a gun
in his right hand. After the
fatally wounded Elioff hit
the ground, the officers
discovered the weapon to
be a pink-handled pocket
knife with a three-inch
black blade.

The shooting was a
tragic end to a nearly hour-
long search thatbegan when
Elioff ran from another
deputy who had confronted

See...REPORT pg. 10

Council considers business license status
Co-owner of store faces drug charges

by KEITH VANDERVORT
Ely Editor

ELY - One of the owners of
the Ely Drop and Shop is facing
felony charges, and the second-
hand store she co-owns with others
could face closure overallegations
that she sold methamphetamine

ELY WINTER FESTIVAL
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Hearty local snow sculptors, above, braved sub-zero conditions all week
during the 2021 Ely Winter Festival. Middle school art studets displayed
their work in the Ely ArtWalk, below, left. photos by K. Vandervort

Fr1g1d condmons persist during celebration

by KEITH VANDERVORT

Ely Editor

ELY - The 2021 Ely Winter
Festival was celebrated this week
in sub-zero conditions, scaled
back due tomandated COVID-19 | !
public health protocols. =

Because of the coronavirus
pandemic, just five local teams
braved the frigid cold as they
participated in the annual Snow
Sculpting Symposium.

Cade Thibodeaux was the
lone snow carver at Whiteside

CITY OF ELY

from the business, located in
downtown Ely.

The city council was set
to hold a special meeting on
Thursday, after the Timberjay’s
weekly deadline, to consider

See...FESTIVAL pg 12 Cade Thiboeaux

STATE HIGH COURT

U.S. Steel may
he forced to
clean up fouled
groundwater

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

REGIONAL— U.S. Steel may have to
clean up groundwater contaminated by the
Minntac tailings basin based on adecisionissued
Wednesday by the Minnesota Supreme Court.

The high court sided with the state’s
Pollution Control Agency, which had imposed
limits on Minntac’s sulfate contamination of
groundwater near the tailings facility in a permit
the agency issued to Minntac in late 2018.

U.S. Steel sued and the state’s Court of
Appeals had reversed the MPCA, arguing that
staterules did not clearly classify groundwater as
subjectto pollution controls. It was asignificant
win for U.S. Steel at the time, but this week’s
high court decision wipes that victory away.

The Supreme Court ruling, written by
Justice Paul Thissen, agreed with the Court of
Appeals that state rules on the question were
ambiguous, since there was language that
seemed to support differing interpretations of
whether groundwater was subject to pollution
controls as “Class 1” water. Class 1 waters are
those identified for drinking and other potable
uses by humans and, as a result, the MPCA
had included the federal drinking water limit
on sulfate, of 250 milligrams per liter, in the
Minntac permit. The company would have until
2025 to meet that standard.

But given the ambiguity in the rules, the
high court determined that an agency decision
needs to be given a higher level of deference by
the courts. In addition, the court found that the
MPCA has consistently interpreted state rules to
provide for protection of groundwater, and has

See.. MINNTAC pg. 10

suspending the business’s license
to operate in Ely. The Timberjay
will report on the council’s action,

if any, on its website on Friday.

See.. HEARING pg. 9

The Drop and Shop secondhand retail store in Ely is
the subject of a business license hearing this week by
the city council. photo by K. Vandervort
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piragis.com

Snowflakes falling, shovels throwing...

It’s a great time for a new book, to browse our
Fall/Winter Fashions or to get out and have some fun!

WINTER RENTALS AVAILABLE

Open Monday - Saturday 9 a.m. -
piragis.com 218 - 365 - 6745

6 p-m.

Sunday 10 - 4
boundarywaterscatalog.com

Contact The Timberjay

218-753-2950
editor@timberjay.com
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Learn Nordic ski waxing at a
free virtual class

ELY - Learn the basics of waxing Nordic
skis at a no-charge virtual clinic presented by Ely
Community Education.

Tyler Fish, Ely Nordic Wolves coach for 15
years, will teach a two-session Virtual Ski Waxing
clinic at 7 p.m. on two Wednesdays later this month,
Feb. 17 and Feb. 24.

The class incudes tips on waxing skis for every
day as well as for competitions like the State Nordic
Meet. He will cover ski care and waxing, both for
kick and glide styles. The clinic is free and for adults
only.

For information and to sign up, go to elyclasses.
com.

North St. Louis County 4-H to hold
Winter Outdoor Skills Day

REGIONAL- The second annual Winter
Outdoor Skills day is Sunday, March 7 from 1 p.m.
- 4:30 p.m. The event is free and will take place at
Olcott Park in Virginia. All North St. Louis County
4-H’ers, K-8th grades, are encouraged to take
part in this fun event. Kids will have a chance to
explore a variety of different outdoor skills includ-
ing snowshoeing, ice fishing, snow sculpting, and
more. Please be prepared to be outside for the entire
program and bring a full water bottle. Masks will be
required.

The deadline to register is Wednesday,
March 3. Space is limited. Please fill out the form
at https://forms.gle nHNCuRtgoS8 AL73C6 to reg-
ister. For questions or help with registration, contact
Nicole Kudrle, Extension Educator, 4-H Youth
Development, North St. Louis County at 218-749-
7120 or vande422@umn.edu.

College of St. Scholastica

introduces new concert series

REGIONAL- A new concert series, Live from
the Mitchell, will feature performances by musicians
from Greater Minnesota and will include interviews
hosted by Brittany Lind. Lind is host of The Duluth
Local Show, which airs weekly on The Current, the
promotional sponsor of the concert series.

This first concert of the series will feature the
acoustic ska duo Woodblind, performing from 7 - 8
p-m. on Saturday, Feb. 13. The event will be broad-
cast from the Mitchell Auditorium and livestreamed
on facebook.com/stscholastica and YouTube.com/
SaintScholastica.

Woodblind is made up of Jason Wussow and
Viekko Lepisto of Duluth. The concert will include
the duo along with guest musicians featured on their
newest album, which was released this past summer.

The February concert is made possible by
funding from the Lloyd K. Johnson Foundation with
promotional support from The Current. If your orga-
nization would like to sponsor an upcoming concert
event, reach out to Breanne Tepler at btepler@css.
edu.

To stay up to date on upcoming concerts, visit
spotlight.css.edu.

Research adventure hosted by
Ely Wolf Genter, Feh. 27

ELY - Experience a day in the life of a wolf
biologist by joining International Wolf Center staff
here to learn about the methods and discoveries of
wolf research in Minnesota.

The all-day class will be held on Saturday, Feb.
27, from 9:45 a.m. to 8:30 p.m.

The program includes both indoor and outdoor
activities in winter conditions, so dress in layers
and bring appropriate clothing for freezing tempera-
tures and being out and about in the snow. The day
includes a field trip to nearby Northern Tier High
Adventure Base to try out wolf tracking skills.

The class includes full day of programming with
free admission to the popular weekly What’s for
Dinner? program. Meals are not provided and time
is allotted for meals on your own. Due to COVID-
19 restrictions, participants must provide their own
transportation during the program and follow staff to
each location.

The cost is $67.50 for IWC members and $75
for non-members. To register, go to www.wolf.org.

ELY NORDIC é
SKI TEAM FUNDRAISER

Fresh ¢ Delicious « Florida Strawberries

ORDER by February 20
% forearly March delivery  uds

Call/text 218.248.6804
or visit our Facebook page...

Ely Nordic Wolves Ski Team Fundraisers
to order. Pick up at Hidden Valley Chalet

REGIONAL-
University of Minnesota
Extension educators are
excited to bring you the
second annual Gardening
from the Ground Up
webinar series to help
you achieve your garden
and lawn goals. This free
webinar series will take
place Tuesday through
Friday, Feb. 16-19, from
1 - 2:30 p.m. each after-
noon. The series will cover
a wide variety of topics
that are important for any
gardener (or homeowner
with ayard) to understand.

» Tuesday, Feb. 16:
Starting a Garden from
Scratch

Set your garden up for
success from the begin-
ning. Extension Educators
Troy Salzer and Claire
LaCanne will discuss
selecting a site for a new
garden and preparing the
site for your plants, as well
as practices you can use
to get your garden off to a
good start.

» Wednesday, Feb.
17: Selecting and Starting
Plants for your Garden

February is the perfect
time to plan your garden
spaces. Join Extension
Educators Robin Trott and
Shane Bugeja for areview
of seed starting, plant
propagation, and selecting
the right plant for the right
place.

» Thursday, Feb.
18: Tree and Shrub
Maintenance

From maples to lilacs
toraspberries, most woody
plants need occasional

THINGS TO DO

Gardening webinars by
U of M Extension start Feb. 16

e

maintenance and pruning.
Extension Educators
Adam Austing and Karen
Johnson, will cover some
of the best practices tokeep
plants in your yard healthy
and beautiful.

» Friday, Feb. 19:
Lawn Care and Pest
Management

Extension Educators
Katie Drewitz and Claire
LaCanne will talk through
best management prac-
tices for establishing and
maintaining a lawn in
Minnesota. Topics will
include seeding, mowing,
fertilization, watering, and

weed control. Methods
for disease and insect pest
management will also be
discussed.

To join us for all or
one of these webinars,
please go to z.umn.edu/
GardenUp to register.
When you register, you
can choose to attend one
or multiple sessions. Pre-
registration is required to
receive the webinar link.
Recordings of the webi-
nars will be sent out at the
conclusion of the series.

If you have ques-
tions about the webinar
series or need assistance
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with registration, please
call your local Extension
office. Residents in St.
Louis County may contact
the Extension Office at
218-749-7120 or coun-
tyextensionoffice @stlou-
iscountymn.gov.

For more news from
U of M Extension, visit
www.extension.umn.edu/
news or contact Extension
Communications at
extnews@umn.edu.
University of Minnesota
Extension is an equal
opportunity educator and
employer.

Northland Foundation awards

REGIONAL- From
Octoberthrough December
of 2020, the Northland
Foundation awarded
81 grants for a total of
$858,612. A large share
of grants continues to be
aimed at relief and recov-
ery from the impacts of
the COVID-19 pandemic.

“Thanks to strong
local, regional, and state
funding support we have
been able to award more
than $5 million in relief
and recovery related
grants during the last 10
months within northeast-
ern Minnesota, nearly
five times what Northland
usually processes in a
year,” stated Erik Torch,
Director of Grantmaking.
“It has been gratifying to
help getadditional resourc-
es out into communities at

a time when the need is so
great.”

Nearly $210,000 was
granted to community
organizations and school
districts for emergency
wrap-around early care
and education services.
The funding was awarded
to better support children
ages 0-8 who are being dis-
proportionately impacted
by the effects of the pan-
demic, including children
fromlow-income families;
Black, Indigenous, and
other children of color; and
children in rural communi-
ties. Grantees will employ
avariety of strategies, from
technology to help students
with distance learning, to
mental health supports,
and more. Applications for
a second round of grants
are being accepted through

Feb. 15. Find details at
https://northlandfdn.org/
grants/apply-report.php.

Also included in
recent COVID relief and
recovery grants were two
significant “pass-through”
grants of $100,000 each
to the Bois Forte Band
of Chippewa and the
Grand Portage Band of
Lake Superior Chippewa.
Northland applied for a
St. Paul and Minnesota
Foundation’s Minnesota
Disaster Recovery Fund
grant, in collaboration with
the two Tribal Nations,
who will use the awards
to bolster early care and
education and children-
and-youth programming
that will help essential
workers to continue in
their jobs.

Local grants awarded

$859,000

between Oct. 1 and Dec.
31, 2020, include:

» Bois Forte Band
of Chippewa, Nett
Lake received $100,000
to support COVID-19
relief and recovery efforts
with grant funding provid-
ed through the Minnesota
Disaster Recovery Fund.

» Volunteers In
Education, Inc., received
$14,000 to support tutor-
ing and program expan-
sion to bolster academic
achievementin Iron Range
schools.

» Lutheran Social
Service of Minnesota
received $15,000.

» Citizens for
Backus in International
Falls received $20,000 to
support to-go meals for
families in need.

Eye exams and contact fitting appointments available five days a
week from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Call for your appointment.

ADVANCED

Mountain Iron/Virginia
741-3000
advoptical.com

Family Eye Care Center

Call
753-2950

to subscribe
to the
Timberjay!
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by DAVID COLBURN
Cook-Orr Editor

REGIONAL- As far
too many Minnesotans
continue to scramble for
far too few COVID-19
vaccine doses being dis-
bursed throughout the
state, officials are touting
two pieces of good news
this week about the vac-
cination effort.

Minnesota’s vaccina-
tion rate was mired in the
bottom half of states two
weeks ago when Gov. Tim
Walzissued new directions
that 90 percent of vaccines
received by providers in

the state had to be admin-
istered within 72 hours of
receiving them, and the
remainder used within a
week. Several days later,
Walz announced that a
slight increase in vaccine
supply for seniors 65 and
over would be distributed
through more than 100
clinics, hospitals, state
community vaccination
sites, and other locations.
The state also launched an
online vaccine locator map
indicating what providers
were receiving doses that

CORONAVIRUS

State GOVID-19 vaccination rates climb
to 13th hest in the entire country

Community spread in region drops to lowest rate since August

week, and reported that
three large-scale, per-
manent state community
vaccination sites would
be opening in Duluth,
Minneapolis, and another
southern Minnesota site
yet to be determined.
The number of available
vaccines was increased in
part by reallocating unused
doses from the federal
Pharmacy Partnership for
Long-Term Care Program,
as well as receiving an
additional 11,000 doses
from the federal govern-

ment.

The moves have
apparently paid dividends,
as the Centers for Disease
Control state rankings on
Monday had Minnesota
with the 13th highest vac-
cinationrate in the country,
with 78.43 percent of the
950,250 total doses deliv-
ered to the state having
been administered. As of
Sunday, 569,164 people
had received at least one
vaccine dose, and 162,132
had completed the two-
dose regimen. In St. Louis

County, the number of first
doses administered was
30,167, with the number of
those who have completed
the series at 8,431.
Whenthestatechanged
eligibility requirements to
allow anyone 65 and older,
teachers, and childcare
workers to receive the
vaccine, about 1.1 million
people were added to the
pool of people seeking one
of 60,000 weekly doses
being shipped to the state.
The shift created over-
whelming demand that has

MASK UP,
MINNESOTA

S

threatened to swamp the
phone lines of some com-
munity health care clinics
that have received limited
doses of the vaccine, and

See COVID...pg. 5

by KEITH VANDERVORT

Ely Editor

ELY - Memorial
school students were back
in the classroom starting
Monday, as they transi-
tioned from hybrid learn-
ing to in-person learning.
The adjustment was rec-
ommended by the ISD 696
administration team and
agreed to by the Ely Safe
Learning Plan Advisory
Council (ESLPAC) Ilate
last week.

Superintendent Erik
Eriecited acontinued drop
in the Northern St. Louis
County dashboard data

trend in reported positive
cases of the coronavirus in
theregion as adetermining
factor in opening school
again.

“The data went down
last week to 17.3 (per
10,000 people), and is
now below 20 which is
one of our markers in the
Restart Blueprint of our
safe learning plan,” he
said. The positive case
trend dropped from 24.8
three weeks ago and 20.4
two weeks ago.

Memorial students,
grades 6-12, have been
in a hybrid learning sce-
nario since mid-Novem-

ELY SCHOOLS

Ely students return to in-person learning

grades K-5, have been in
the in-person learning pro-
tocol since mid-January.

The ESLPAC meet-
ings, held on Thursdays at
3 p.m., can be observed by
the public and the agenda
notes and meeting link can
be found on the Ely School
District Facebook page.

All schools through-
out St. Louis County,
including Duluth, are
experiencing downward
trends in reported positive
cases, Erie said.

“The other great news
is that our ZIP code cumu-
lative data has stayed
the same for the last two

feel fortunate that we are
able to return to in-person
learning while many other
schools in our region, and
certainly the state,have not
yet moved to full in-per-
son learning. We plan to
continue robust mitigation
protocols, including daily
temperature checks for
students and employees,
along with strictadherence
to face coverings while we
continue to combat this
pandemic.”

The original Restart
Blueprintcalled for hybrid
learning for all students if
the positive datadashboard
was between 10 and 19

people. The measure is
one of several indicators
that are used in determin-
ing appropriate learning
models.

Megan Anderson,
6-12 principal, said that
at a consultation meeting
earlier this week, the
regional support team,
including the Minnesota
Health Department,
Minnesota Department of
Education, and St. Louis
County Department of
Health, predicted the coun-
ty-wide drop in positive
COVID-19 case rate data.

“In looking at our
local case rate data and

us the green light to move
ahead and bring students
back into the building,”
she said. “Wereally looked
forward to having all the
kiddos back in the building
for the first time since the
middle of September. The
kids were super-excited to
see each other and to get
back into a regular school
routine.”

Anderson said
several students this
week transitioned from
the distance-learning list
to in-school learning.

“A couple of new

thatindicatedadescending  per, Washington students, weeks,” he said. “We positive cases per 10,000 otherfactors, they did give See SCHOOL....pg. 5
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Looking To Buy Or Sell?
Give Us A Call!

www.vermilionland.com ¢ info@vermilionland.com

Tower: 218-753-8985
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218-757-3233
www.TheLakeCountry.com

Crane Lake-$64,000 10 wooded acres
with driveway and electric. MLS#140774

Orr-$42,000 40 rolling aces near Orr

218-666-5352
info@bicrealty.com
www.bicrealty.com

adjoining state property. Perfect for hunting!
MLS#140719

a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate

TIM LILLQUIST, Realtor

Serving Lake Vermilion, Tower, Soudan, Breitung,
Cook, Ely and surrounding communities
612-834-5769 (cell)
timlillquist@edinarealty.com

Ash River-$89,000 Rare boat-access
property. 4.6 acres and has over 200+ of
waterfront. MLS#139951

Pelican Lake-$129,000 1.62 acre
peninsula and 840 feet of lakeshore.
MLS#136679

Orr-$40,000 40 wooded acres near
Pelican Lake. MLS#136680

# HOBODY IN THE

WORLD
AL ESTATE DA

RE/MAX
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“As measured by residential transaction sides.”

LAKE VERMILION Wooded road-access,
bldg. lot features 203 ft of prime shoreline,
2.21 wooded acres and is situated on a
blacktop road. MLS# 136382

PRICE REDUCED! $190,000

IS RIGHT NOW THE TIME TO SELL?

If you're on the fence about selling your
property, now is a great time to take
advantage of sky-high demand, low supply,
and fierce buyer competition. Contact us
today and let us help you list your property!
~B.I.C. REALTY

LAKE VERMILION 1.5 acre lot w/249 ft
lksh w/eastern exposure. Mostly high w/
upward slope. Has elec., surveyed w/deed-
ed access, comm. and septic system. MLS
#139140 PRICE REDUCED! $195,000

GHEEN 85 acre parcel has year round access
along Hwy 53, Gateway to Vloyageurs Nat'|
Park. Property consists of mature timber,
some lowland areas. Adjoins state lands.
MLS #140640 $62,000
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Good news on stimulus

When you look at the details there’s
alot to like in the Biden stimulus plan

There is little reason to hold
back on the latest COVID-19
response package that now appears
likely to make its way to President
Biden’sdesk as early as next month.
Some have claimed that the top
line number of $1.9 trillion is too
high, but that number assumes that
all of the funds the measure would
allocate, are actually spent.

Here’s the reality: most of the
funds that the bill will allocate
come with a variety of criteria
that limit eligibility, whether it’s
for individuals, small businesses,
schools, municipalities, or states.

If the funding that’s autho-
rized by Congress exceeds the
actual need, some of those funds
will likely go unclaimed. Indeed,
one of the arguments currently
being made by critics of the Biden
proposal is that some of the funds
approved in earlier stimulus pack-
ages remain unspent. The final
price tag on the package likely
won’t hit $1.9 trillion, particularly
if the fight against the pandemic
begins to show success. It’s far
better, however, to have the funding
authorized now, in case the fallout
from the pandemic hangs on longer
than we all hope.

There’s no question that the
impact of the coronavirus continues
to plague workers, families, and
the economy. The economy lost
140,000 jobs in December and
added just 6,000 private sector jobs
last month, reflecting a new slow-
down likely related to the fall and
early winter surge in COVID-19
cases. The Congressional Budget
Officereleased estimates last week
that predict the economy won’t
return to pre-pandemic levels of
employment until 2024, at least
not without additional stimulus.

And keep in mind that much
of Biden’s stimulus package is
directed, at least primarily, toward
addressing the pandemic’s costs to
society. The package also includes:

» $170 billion to help schools
safely reopen to students. That’s
important for both the educational
and emotional health of students
and teachers, and it’s equally
important for working parents,
many of whom have experienced
job loss or reduced hours as they
must stay home to take care of kids
unable to attend in-person classes.

»$70 billion to ramp up a
national vaccine program and to
greatly expand testing access.

»Hiring 100,000 additional
public health workers to facilitate
the ramp up of vaccination and
testing. Some of those workers will
be earmarked to expand care to
underserved populations, including
Native Americans, who have been
hitparticularly hard by COVID-19.

»$350 billion to assist states
and local governments to keep
front-line workers, such as emer-
gency responders and teachers, on
the job. The pandemic’s impacts
to the economy have left hard-hit
states facing sizable budget short-
falls that could force layoffs and
other spending cuts that will further
weaken the economy.

The direct economic assis-
tance in the plan will also make
a huge difference for millions of
American families and small busi-
nesses. The plan includes another
round of stimulus checks, this time
for $1,400 per person, adding to
the $600 approved in December.
Those checks are likely to be
more targeted to low-and-moder-
ate-income families, since they are
the ones who, by and large, have
experienced the greatesteconomic
hit from the pandemic. The plan
further expands unemployment
compensation for workers, pro-
vides assistance for the millions
of American families who are
now behind on their rent due to
job losses or reduced hours as a
resultof the pandemic, and expands
the Earned Income Tax Credit to
include more families and boost the
creditforboth parents and childless
adults. The plan includes additional
funding for childcare, both to help
struggling centers and to make it
more affordable for parents so they
are able to work.

It’s not a perfect plan. There
is no such thing that comes out
of Washington, or anywhere else.
But when you actually dig into the
details, it’s plain that the vast major-
ity of the spending included in this
package is needed and will make
life a little less of a struggle for
lots of Americans. By addressing
the wide range of needs, the plan
will help address our public health
crisis, getkids back in schools, and
make sure their parents have the
resources to keep a roof over their
heads. And this all contributes to a
faster and more robust economic
recovery. Let’s get the bill passed
so everyone can get back to work.
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The First Amendment of the United States Constitution
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Letters from Readers

First and foremost

It seems to me you hear
these words so often. So, first
and foremost, I was happy to
see that the Timberjay paper
received the top award for
general excellence. Getting
this award for the seventh
time in the past 20 years is
excellent for such a small
town of Tower. So congratu-
lations to the entire Timberjay
staff.

The Breitung Township
board will miss the service
of Chuck Tekautz who will
be stepping down after
fifteen consecutive years of
service. As a young boy, I
can still picture Chuck with
his dad when they came to do
some plumbing on our water
system. Chuck’s dad Charlie
was always fair when it came
time to pay. Like his father,
Chuck Tekautz was there to
help you. The best to you,
Chuck.

Leonard Stefanich

Soudan

The impact of
COVID appeared
in a dream

Last week, in one of my
dreams, I saw an enormous
white facemask covered
with thousands of tiny dark
spots. The mask came
toward me, growing
larger and larger, until the dots
gradually turned into faces. |

counted them all. All
shapes. All sizes. All
ages. All colors. All
genders. 1 counted four

hundred and fifty thousand
of them.

Jim Ganahl

Cook

New Ely trailhead
a2 900d location for
Pillow Rock

Despite the good inten-
tions of people to keep the
present Pillow Rock site
groomed, it has not received

much attention lately. Year
after year, the sign remains
broken and still erroneous-
ly states that the rock is an
outcrop — which it is not. It
is an erratic.

The value of the Pillow
Rock is educational, but it is
much like an out-of-circula-
tion book that is not readily
available to the public in
its presently neglected and
obscure location. Though
there is a lot greenstone in
the area, the Pillow Rock
is one of only a few such
specimens in the world, an
ellipsoidal lava flow formed
beneath the primeval seas
2.7billion years ago. Its size,
color, and pillowed formation
make it an historical rarity.

Relocating the rock has
been considered. One of the
site criteria considered was
providing 360 degree viewing
and photographic vantage
points. The rock would attract
photographers as a setting for
weddings, family reunions,
after wilderness trip get-to-
gethers for treasured archives
and memorabilia. With its
sculptured-like appearance,
the rock represents a sense of
permanence and preservation
of history. Its continuity will
prompt future photography
to update the changes in a
family photo album against
the unchanging backdrop of
Pillow Rock.

The new Ely Trailhead
offers an ideal site for Pillow
Rock on the knoll on the
right side of the proposed
building. The rock could be
seen from Hwy. 169 at the
entrance to Ely and would
be on city property. The new
information facility will have
ample parking, restrooms,
Ely cultural and art heritage
displays, and it will be open
all four seasons.

An advantage of the site
includes having an adjacent
building providing available
brochures and a small audito-
rium for documentaries e.g.,
for Pillow Rock, Wolf Center,
Bear Center, Ely Chamber
of Commerce, art exhibits,

comingevents etc. The Pillow
Rock documentary would
show a 10-to-15-minute film
on origins and formation of
Pillow Rock by the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration (NOCC),
Nova, or BBC. The movie
would include animation of
themolten lava flows between
the tectonic plates spewing
from beneath the Earth into
cool water forming “pillows”.

People who drive to
points of interest like Pillow
Rockorlike the million people
every year who visitPlymouth
Rock in Massachusetts,
usually look for souvenirs
for remembrances or to
show friends. Since the city
trailhead facility will not be
permitted to sell merchan-
dise, local store owners can
develop a cottage industry
to serve Pillow Rock visi-
tors. Ely has the capacity to
make mugs, T-shirts, jewelry,
jigsaw puzzles, clothing,
post cards, and a host of
other products. Both making
these products and marketing
them would provide a boost
to Ely’s economy. Another
potential product would be
books. Ely has an unusually
talented group of writers
and illustrators for chil-
dren’s books. The timeline
of the rock’s ecology and
its presence over 2.7 billion
years could be wonderfully
illustrated with pre-historical
animals and flora as an edu-
cational story for children.

Pillow Rock, in its
present location, will never
be able to produce its potential
educational value nor have a
meaningful impact on Ely’s
economy. Amove to the trail-
head site would revitalize the
historic Ely icon.

Gerry Snyder

Ely

Where the
North Country
Sounds Off!

A parable ahout border walls

By early

front door to the

February, the land-
scape is heavily
blanketed with
many layers of
snow. Some days I
stand in awe at the
silent beauty of this
season. Butthere are
other days I curseit!
Today, it’s a little bit
of both. Soon I will
dive whole-hearted-
ly into the familiar
routine of shoveling

KATHLEEN
MCQUILLAN

woodshed, outto the
driveway, and then
to the bird feeders.

This morning,
after completing
my outdoor chores,
I moseyed back to
the main house. But
en route, I noticed a
series of little holes
tunneled into the
snow on each side
of my foot path. |
was intrigued by

paths — from the

the symmetry and

sheer number of them. They
were clearly asystem, organized
by a variety of small crea-
tures. Parallel-running tracks
clearly marked favored routes
that facilitated travel across
an inhospitable landscape for
any above-ground excursion.
Mice, squirrels, voles, weasels,
mink and others, well-adapted
to survive even the harshest of
winters.

I'am an avid gardener. Were
it summer, seeing signs of such
fervent activity would trigger
thoughts of malice for “these

little devils who invade and
plunder the precious product
of all my hard work” preparing
and planting a bountiful harvest
that would provide a significant
portion of my annual food
supply. This cadre of maraud-
ers are competent competitors
spawning an all-out war to
defend what I have presumptu-
ously claimed as “mine”.

I am also a lover of birds.
Their frequent visits to my
feeders not only enhance my
quality of life, but also are
essential to my mental health!

Especially during winter when
birds bring color and movement
to our otherwise monochromatic
and frigidly snowbound land-
scape... which brings me back
to those tunnels.

Winter has its way of forcing
us to hunker down into con-
ditions resembling “solitary
confinement,” whetheritbe dens
carved in tree trunks, warrens
burrowed beneath abandoned
brush piles, or hovered around
the warmth of a wood stove

see CRITTERS...pg. 5
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America needs to
face the reality of
Donald Trump

Remember life before
all this mayhem? Life for
a good portion of America
was going smoothly, not to
disregard the great issues
of the homeless, poor and
underserved among us.

In the last four years,
what was comfortable has
been seriously disrupted.

One wonders why
complicit Republican
members of Congress
will not give it up and
move forward regarding
the Donald Trump pres-
idency. They are simply
notserving America, ques-
tioning the election results
after being proven again
and again that it was not
rigged.

Imagine if a previous
president had encour-
aged the Proud Boys and
the wild crowd to storm
Congress. How far would
he have gotten before
being lynched? But no,
Republicans would have
thatdismissed! They don’t

CRITTERS...Continued from page 4

in a humble log cabin.
This is why those little
holes in the snow brought
me to a standstill — the
thought of all those little
critters huddled beneath
the surface, invisible to my
(shiver) naked eye, a place
that was warmer, quieter
and shadowed by filtered
light. Iimagined their scur-
rying about and meeting
along shared byways.
I wondered, “Do they
use lanes like we do? Or
sidings, like trains, where
one pulls off to the side and
lets the other pass first, in
some semblance of cour-
tesy or fairness? Are there
little exits to hollowed out
rooms where lucky finds of
seeds and other edibles are
saved for the coldest days
and darkest nights of the
season? Cached away for
those times when leaving

COVID...Continued from page 3

more than 220,000 people
65 and over registered
for random selection for
appointments for 6,000
doses of vaccine distrib-
uted through nine pilot
community vaccination
sites.

Minnesotans have
even more options for
vaccinations with Walz’s
announcementon Monday
that selected Walmart and
ThriftyWhite pharmacies,
including ThriftyWhites
in Virginia and Hibbing,
would start receiving
limited doses of vaccine
through the Federal Retail
Pharmacy Program, avail-

SCHOOL...Continued from page 3

sixth-graders joined us in
school, and it was the first
time I ever laid eyes on
them in our building,” she
said. “Itwas good to finally
meet them in person.”

The principal noted
that Monday, Tuesday,
Thursday, and Friday will
be regular 8:05 a.m. to
2:50 p.m. class days, and
the school district will con-
tinue with early dismissal
at noon on Wednesdays.

“The regular bus
runs will occur at noon
on Wednesdays, with
Memorial students having
the option to pick up a bag
lunch on their way home,”
Anderson said.

Erie continued, “Not
havingall of our students in
school has been a difficult
time for families and our

mind that the rioters were
looking to hang the Vice
President, that they trashed
the Capitol windows, stole
items, and killed a few
people. What are these
Congress people thinking
trying to bypass prosecu-
tion?

Aside from the coup
attempt, there have been
four years of craziness,
where presidential author-
ity overreached:

» The tax break for
the top 1.5 percent: The
super-rich have benefited
and substantially increased
their wealth while essential
workers struggled to feed
and house their families.

» Complicity with
the Russia in its attempt
toinfiltrate American elec-
tions and decision-making.

» Building a border
wall at $34 million permile
between Mexico and the
U.S. Is this where we want
our tax dollars to be used?
Weren’tthe Mexicans sup-
posed to pay for it?

> What about denial
and inaction regarding
the coronavirus, leading
to 400,000-plus deaths,
endless illness, and strain

their underground shelter
could result in either a
slow death brought on by
the unforgiving elements,
or one that is sudden from
attack by a hungry pred-
ator, also unmercifully
driven by an instinct to
survive?

Honestly, I hadn’t
thought about this under-
world before, despite
having caughtan occasion-
al glimpse of something
swiftly darting across the
path. That’s not to say
that their tracks haven’t
intrigued me. More than
once I’ve returned to
the house to consult my
Naturalist’s Guide to help
identify who’s been trav-
eling through the neigh-
borhood. But never had 1
experienced suchadreamy
examination of life beneath
the snow.

Letters from Readers

on the medical systems?
Just look at what the lack
of humanity and careless-
ness have caused while
denying science. But,
of course, such can be
dismissed when there are
those who’ve been tricked
into believing all of these
details are false. We the
people have allowed such
from our leadership and
even supported it. This
is truly a shame on our
country.

> All those weekend
golftrips to Mar-A-Lago—
the cost of Air Force One,
staff, and Secret Service
after criticizing the previ-
ous president for golfing
too much!

» Lack of concern for
clean air and water - as if
there is no climate threat
at hand.

And what good did
Trump do?

» No health care
reform.

» Banning Muslims.

» Increasing the
federal deficit from $19.9
trillion to $27.7 trillion
and unemployment from
4.7 percent to 6.7 percent.

>» Lying in public

20,000-plus times.

» Calling his military
unbecoming names while
declaringhow much he did
for them.

» Advancing partisan
majority in the courts.

It is time to wake
up, America! Sort out
the lies. Change requires
moral courage, which
we haven’t seen much of
lately. With the realities
we have faced, this is no
time to advance the very
rich and power hungry,
or to use our power to
support someone longing
to become America’s dic-
tator.

Cecilia Rolando

Ely

Ely’s election
makes the case
for ranked
choice voting

Filing in the special
election for Ely mayor
closed on Tuesday and we
have six candidates who
filed. With so many candi-
dates, there’1l be a primary

on April 13 to narrow the
field to two candidates and
aGeneral ElectiononAug.
10 between the final two.

I wish we could use
Ranked Choice Voting
for this election. With
RCV, we wouldn’t have
to hold the expensive,
low-turnout primary. Not
only is it expensive for
taxpayers to pay for two
elections, it’s expensive
for candidates to have to
runin two elections. Local
primaries tend to have very
low voter turnout, and
that is especially true in a
local primary for a special
election.

The purpose of two
rounds of elections is to
make sure that the candi-
date wins with the support
of a majority. With RCV,
we could dothatinasingle
election. Voters rank their
preferences and if no can-
didate received a majority
(50 percent plus 1) out-
right, then an instantrunoff
process would kick in.
The candidate with fewest
votes is eliminated and the
ballots for this candidate
are then counted for those
voters’ second choices.

This process continues
until one candidate earns
a majority and wins.

It’s like a prima-
ry-general election, but
combined in a single,
cost-effective and decisive
election. It’s smarter, fairer
and easier— for candidates
and for voters.

There’s a bill this
session (HF 89; SF 218)
that would give commu-
nities like ours the option
to use RCV and to use it
for state elections, too.
It makes so much sense.
I urge Rep. Ecklund and
Sen. Bakk to support this
legislation and give Ely the
local control to decide for
ourselves how to run our
elections.

Tom Benson

Ely

7" Call 753-2950

to subscribe
to the

Timberjay!

=
=

\

Suddenly, a smile
arose out of nowhere.
“It’s kind of like the Rio
Grande!” I thought.

But instead of this
migration going north and
south, it travels east and
west. To the east of my
cabin are my makeshift
but functional bird feeders.
To the west is where I
plant a large area for my
vegetable garden, now
fallow and filled with lots
of “left behinds,” some
fresh frozen, others fer-
menting — roots, stalks
and rejected fruits of my
labor, available in various
stages of decay, some of
which I’'m guessing (at
least to scavengers) could
be quite tasty by now. With
all that abundance comes
great temptation. I try to
imagine how many cross
at this spot, magnetically

pulled to what’s on the
other side. I bet a high
number now that we’re
well into February.

Now, when I spot one
of those furry little crit-
ters sitting boldly on the
feeder, stuffing its cheeks
with sunflower seeds, I no
longer find myself railing
againstits greed, depriving
needed sustenance from
hungry little chickadees
and nuthatches. Instead,
I find myself softening.
And when I discover
that a mystery marauder
has uprooted the beets
or carrots I’ve left in the
ground for a mid-winter
treat, I no longer take it as
apersonal assault. [tseems
since my day of musing,
I’ve tempered my outlook.
Now, I picture all those
little guys wisely hoarding
everything they can in

order to make it to March,
with sunflower and Niger
seeds acting as the staple
foods, with a garnish of
rotting herbs, corn husks,
or asparagus spears. From
this epiphany, a peace
accord is born!

So now it’s time for
detente. Instead of con-
ducting never-ending
catch and release oper-
ations, or worse, catch,
detain or destroy, I am
learning to observe and
appreciate. Live and let
live. However you word
it, 'm putting an end to
nasty futile attempts to
eliminate these migrants’
movement across some
invisible manmade border.
Aren’t we all out for the
same thing? Safety, shelter,
nourishment, and belong-

ing. Simply put, survival
forourselves and our loved
ones? And we’ll all work
tooth and nail to secure it.
That’s nature. Our instinct.

So,I’mtrying to adopt
a new way of seeing.
Instead of dominance and
control, or total annihi-
lation, I’'m rolling out a
new policy that eliminates
“MDS” — the policy
of “Mutually Assured
Destruction” — adopted
during the Cold War Era,
designed to include the
for-real nuclear option
where nobody gets tc
win, and switches us over

to “MAS” — “Mutually
Assured Survival” — and
for everybody!

able for those 65 and over
by appointment only. The
vaccine locator map was
updated to include links to
appointment registration
sites. Walz alsoreallocated
8,000 doses to be admin-
istered by 40 Walgreens
pharmacies across the
state. Reservations for
appointments at the
ThriftyWhite locations in
Virginiaand Hibbing were
snapped up within a few
hours of being opened on
Tuesday.

Area COVID news
The North Country

region also got a double

dose of good news this

week.

The seven-day
average case rate used
to assess the potential for
community spread of the
virus dropped to 2.7 in
northern St. Louis County
on Feb. 3, according to the
most recent data available
from the county health
department. The last time
the seven-day case rate
was this low was last
August, and it represents
a dramatic drop from
November’s high of 76.1.

For a second consec-
utive week, only six new
positive COVID cases
were reported in the com-

bined zip code areas of Orr,
Cook, Tower, Soudan, Ely
and Embarrass. It was the
third consecutive week of
no new cases in Soudan,
and the second week
in a row no new cases
were identified in Ely.
The numbers reflect trends
being observed statewide,
buthealth officials caution
thattwo highly contagious
variants of the coronavirus
could lead to a resurgence
in cases unless people
continue to follow COVID
safety protocols for mask
wearing, social distancing,
and gathering in small
groups.

entire school community. I
want to thank our students,
parents, teachers, support
staff and the Ely communi-
ty forall thathas been done
tocope with the challenges
the pandemic has brought
upon us. It is my sincere
hope we are able to contin-
ue within-person learning,
have people vaccinated,
and limit the spread of
COVID-19, until we are
able to realize a sense of
normalcy that we all seem
to crave.”

Most of the
Chromebook laptop com-
puters have arrived and
district officials started to
roll themoutin the fifthand
eighth grades, according
to Erie.

“We expect to distrib-
ute Chromebooks to all

second through twelfth-
grade students in the next
few weeks. Thanks to
our Technology Team
of Jim Robbins, John
Keranen, and Madeline
Olson for the their diligent
efforts in getting these
Chromebooks into the
hands of our students,”
he said.

The Ely school board,
while not required to
approve the learning plan
transition, was advised of
the move at their monthly
board meeting on Monday
night.

Board chair Ray
Marsnik asked if students
are wearing masks on
campus at all times of the
school day.

“Do you see them not
wearing masks if they are

not directly supervised?”
he asked.

“Overall, it has been
very good,” Anderson
replied. “Like with any-
thing else, kids need to
be reminded sometimes.
I think they know that is
what keeps everyone safe
and in school.”

Marsnik added, “It
is good news that our
entire student body is
now back to in-person
learning, and according
to our health and medical
experts, mask-wearing is
very important, and I’'m
sure they would like to see
us continue to be in-person
for the remainder of the
year.”
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Monday

TOPS - Immanuel
Lutheran Church, Tower,
at 9 a.m. Canceled until
further notice.

Embarrass Al-Anon
Family Group- Hope
Lutheran Church, 5088
Hwy. 21, 6 p.m.

Tuesday

Tower Area Food

Shelf- Open on the third
Tuesday of every month
from 2:30-5:00 p.m.
Located in the back of
the Timberjay building on
Main Street. Next food
shelf day is Feb. 16.

Greenwood Fire Dept.-
Meetings on the first
(business meeting) and
third (drill) Tuesday of
each month at 6 p.m.

Wednesday

Tower AA- Open Basics-
7 p.m. at St. James
Presbyterian Church.
Questions, call 753-2332.

Thursday

AA Meeting- Lake
Vermilion 12x12 (Open).
6:30 p.m. at Immanuel
Lutheran Church, Tower,
use the rear side door
entrance.

Vermilion Country School
Board- Meetings

posted online at
vermilioncountry.org.

Hockey Day
Soudan
moved to
Sunday,
Feh. 21

SOUDAN- Due to
the cold weather and the
restrictions on the number
of people allowed inside
the warming shack at a
time, organizers have
decided to move the event
from Feb. 14 to Sunday,
Feb. 21 when the tem-
peratures are predicted to
be in the 20s.

Youth/boot hockey
game will be held at 11
a.m., and the adult Tower
vs. Soudan game will
begin at 1 p.m. Good OI’
Days will be selling food
outdoors. Please bring
wood to contribute to the
bonfire.

COLLEGE
NEWS

Gavin Olson named

to Dean’s List

TOWER- Gavin
Olson of Tower earned
Dean’s list recognition for
fall 2020 at the Universi-
ty of Mary in Bismarck,
North Dakota. To qualify
for the honor, traditional
undergraduate  students
must earn a 3.50 or better
grade point average while
carrying at least 12 credit
hours.
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TOWER-SOUDAN HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Help the TSHS with your Old Fire Hall stories

A thrifty way for you to support our community

TOWER- The Tower-Soudan Historical
Society is raising matching funds to reno-
vate the Old Fire Hall in Tower. Part of the
fundraising plan is to seek funds from the
Minnesota Historical Society (MHS). The
MHS grant application needs to address
why the building is important to the resi-
dents of Tower, Soudan, Lake Vermilion
and surrounding townships.

At one time it was used as a jail, city
hall offices and, of course, a fire hall. When
city hall and the jail moved to another loca-
tion in 1935 that section of the building was
repurposed for community center activities.
Dances, bake sales and rummage sales, Girl
Scout and Boy Scout meetings, after-school
programming, adult meeting groups and
many more activities were held in the build-
ing. The TSHS needs to know the stories
behind the activities that took place for sev-
eral decades before the current Tower Civic
Center was built in 1980, as well as stories
handed down from the past.

“Generally, non-profit organizations
like ours ask people for money,” stated Nan-
cy Larson, TSHS grant writer. “We aren’t
doing that with this request; we just want to
hear from you. We would love to hear your
stories.”

“The stories folks share with us will
also become a part of the oral history of our
community,” added Kathy Siskar who is on
the TSHS Oral History Committee.

“In addition to helping us with the grant

A photo of the fire hall from about 50 years ago. submitted photo

request, we will also be sharing these stories
with the community. We invite folks to write
their stories and send them to us through the
mail, email them to one of us, or give one
of us a call. Take your pick! We need your
stories!”

All grants received from the MHS will
be used to restore the building so it can be
used by the community again. Exterior ma-
sonry wall repairs to seal the building from
further degradation are planned for 2022 if
funded by the MHS. Private funds raised
thus far through donations to TSHS will
match other small grants to replace the roof
in summer 2021.

“We are working to see this beautiful
building restored so that we can tell the
stories and showcase the rich history of
the Tower-Soudan-Lake Vermilion region.
With your help, we can accomplish that
goal,” stated Cookie Bonicatto, co-chair of
the Events and Fundraising Committee.

To “donate” your story, please contact
Nancy Larson at 218-750-7514 or email
communitycoaching@yahoo.com, or Kathy
Siskar at 218-753-4521 or email fksiskar@
gmail.com.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

TEDA looking for volunteers for committees

TOWER— Want to help Tower pros-
per economically? If so, consider joining a
committee of the Tower Economic Devel-
opment Authority.

TEDA has established new committees
this year to further expand on the exciting
work the authority undertook in 2020. New
committee members need not be a member
of the TEDA board, nor have any previ-
ous economic development experience, al-
though such background would be valuable
for the work of the committees.

Committees encouraging new members

Tower-Soudan Athletic

Association 2020 report

TOWER- The Tower-Soudan Athletic
Association held its annual meeting virtual-
ly this year due to the pandemic. The group
did not raise any funds in 2020, due to the
cancellation of the annual fall auction, the
group’s only fundraiser. The group is look-
ing forward to being able to host another
successful fall auction in November 2021.

The group made $2,639 in donations
in 2020. Donations included funds for the
track and field day at the elementary school.
Since there was no in-person event, teach-
ers sent home outdoor play items for each
family.

Donations to Vermilion Country School
included funds for two PBIS field trips
(PBIS rewards students who meet academ-
ic, attendance and behavioral goals); money
for in-school athletic equipment; all-school
field trip supplies; and money to match a
school safety grant.

TSAA is a local booster club that raises
money at its annual fall auction to fund ath-
letics and activities at the Vermilion Coun-

include:

» Land and Properties Committee—
TEDA owns and maintains more than $2
million worth of land and facilities and the
new committee will oversee and manage
those resources for the benefit of the city
and its economic development.

» Marketing and communications—
Getting the word out about the work of
TEDA and the resources it can make avail-
able to businesses and prospective business-
es, and touting the growing number of out-
door recreation amenities in the community,

COMMUNITY GROUPS

try School, summer baseball programs, and
special elementary athletic opportunities at
Tower-Soudan Elementary.

The 2021 officers are Marshall Helm-
berger, president; Joan Dostert, vice-presi-
dent; and Jodi Summit, treasurer. Anyone
wishing to learn more about the group, or to
request funding, can contact Jodi Summit at
vcs.charter@gmail.com.

Friends of Vermilion Country
School 2020 report

TOWER- Friends of Vermilion Coun-
try School held its annual meeting virtually
this year. The group is a booster club for the
school, and all money raised goes to support
school activities and other needs that are not
funded through the regular budget.

The group will resume holding monthly
bingo events once it is safe to do so. The
group is hoping to be able to sponsor a
COVD-19 modified Vermilion Run/Walk on
the Fourth of July, if state safety guidelines
permit.

The group sponsors senior bingo, which
is held at the Tower Civic Center on the

is an important undertaking, which will be
the focus of this committee.

» Planning Committee- If you have
ideas of your own or would like to work
with others to foster improvement in the
community, consider joining TEDA’s Plan-
ning Committee.

If you’re interested, contact TEDA Ex-
ecutive Director Marshall Helmberger at
218-750-2510 or email him at teda@cityof-
tower.com.

first Monday of each month from Febru-
ary through December. Last year, the group
was only able to hold bingo in February
and March, the two months with the low-
est attendance and profits from bingo. The
group’s two other fundraising events, the
Vermilion 10K Run/Walk on the Fourth of
July, and the holiday craft show, were both
canceled.

In 2020, the group did fund about
$1,650 for projects at VCS.

The group also acted as a fiscal agent
for the Ancient Cedar Trail project. The trail
project received $6,964 in grant funding,
and still has $1,974 in grant funds to spend
on the remainder of the project, which in-
cludes creation and installation of perma-
nent map signs, construction of a shorter
boardwalk at the eastern exit of the trail,
possible installation of additional benches,
and mapping and signage work on trails on
the north side of Tower.

The 2021 officers are Muriel Scott,
president; and Jodi Summit, treasurer.

Lenten events set at St. James

TOWER- St. James Presbyterian
Church of Tower is holding a Lenten De-
votion and Community Coffee, Fellowship,
and Prayer starting on Wednesday Feb. 17
at church at 10 a.m. Please let Pastor Doug
know if you would want to join others from
the church and community each Wednesday
during Lent.

This group during Lent will be using
“Steadfast Love” inspired from Henri J. M.
Nouwen.

Our theme this year will be “Christians
Sometimes Believe Stupid Things”

1. To Have A Faith That Stands Firm — 1
John 5:3-4 If something does NOT happen
the way you think it should, is it because
you didn’t have enough faith? Consider
the difference between Biblical faith and
the teachings of those who would make us
doubt God’s faithfulness in prayer.

2. Let Me Pay The Price — Galatians

CHURCH NEWS

6:7-10 Many religious people - and even
Christians - believe in some form of “kar-
ma”. What’s wrong with that? And why
should we not accept that view of God?

3. We All Mess Up — Romans 8:17-28
“Everything Happens For A Reason” seems
Biblical... but it’s not. Do you know why it’s
not true? And do you know what God actu-
ally teaches about His purpose and promises
in our lives?

4.You’re Not More Qualified — Mat-
thew 7:1-6 Almost everybody can quote
Jesus’ statement: “Judge not”. But are they
quoting Him properly? Is there something in
His words that say more than most people
think?

5.Not Influenced By God — Mark 15:8-
16 To say we should let our conscience be
our guide seems so reasonable. It almost
makes sense. But God never said we should
do that. Instead He said we should seek to
have a clear conscience. How can we ac-
complish this?

St. James hosting a free movie
night

TOWER- St. James Prebysterian
Church is hosting a free movie night on Sun-
day, Feb. 21 at 6 p.m. The movie REASON
will be shown. When a mysterious man ap-
pears in a small town, unexplained miracles
start to occur, changing the lives of every-
one he meets. There’s a mother whose five-
year-old boy has leukemia, two doctors —
one an atheist haunted by his past, the other
a brilliant young oncologist who places all
her hope in the power of modern medicine —
and a blind pastor whose son hasn’t spoken
a single word in 38 years. All of them will
be brought together by the presence of this
stranger, who teaches them the true meaning
of faith and hope.

Online each week at www.timberjay.com
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OUR COMMUNITY

Seond GCOVID vaccines dis

Waters Care Center
here participated in their
second round of the
COVID-19 vaccination
last week. Staff and resi-
dents received the initial

early January.

“Our long-term care
center has worked tireless-
ly to prevent the spread
of COVID-19 within
the facility,” said Sarah

director. “Since the start
of the coronavirus pan-
demic Boundary Waters
Care Center has had only
one resident with a posi-
tive COVID-19 test result

coronavirus pandemic.”
She added, “The res-
idents and staff here have
had a great experience
with both rounds of the
vaccine, and are thrilled

trihuted at BWGC

Care Center is proud to
be doing their part to stop
the spread of COVID-19
and help keep our Ely
community safe.”

Pink Ribbon Riders

return to Ely

ELY - The 15th
running of the Minnesota
Snow Run, to benefit the
Pink Ribbon Riders, will
be held Saturday, Feb. 20
at Grand Ely Lodge.

The day full of fun
forboth men and women,
while helping breast
cancer patients in need,
will be held from 10 a.m.
to 8 p.m. With the corona-
virus pandemic in mind,
the event this year will
be a one-day celebration
withamorning gathering,
snowmobile decorating
contest, evening banquet
and more.

Formoreinformation,
go to PinkRibbonRiders.
com.

Be a firefighter
ELY — The Ely Fire
Department is accepting
applications for volunteer
firefighters. Applications

— : St - = 1 = canbe picked up from the
Boundary Waters Care Center staff members, including Helen Tome, left, and residents received the second round of clerk’s office at City Hall,
COVID-19 vaccine last week. submitted photos 209 E Chapman St.
ELY - Staff and res- round of doses of the Spate, BWCC Human and zero deaths or hospi- to be fully vaccinated.
idents at the Boundary Moderna vaccination in Resources/Marketing talizations related to the The Boundary Waters Breathing Out

by Cecilia Rolando © 2021

HAVE A HEART

ELY - The Ely
High School Key Club
is sponsoring a month-
long “Hearts for Sale”
event to raise money
for the American Heart
Association. ,
During all of February [
participants can surprise g
family, friends, co-work-
ers, or anybody with 20
colorful hearts placed |
outside their home or
office entrance. They will &
have 24 hours of enjoy- |
ment.

Call Ely Community
Resource at 218-365-
5254 toreserve your hearts.
The cost is $20. All pro-
ceeds go to the American
Heart Association.

\ o,
/ Nl
f

Lauren and Abbie Rehbein and Key Club advisor Jill Swanson with hearts. photo by K. Vandervort

%‘4-_*,'

Ely Key Club, ECR help American Heart Association

Montana honored at UW-Madison
MADISON, Wis. - The University of Wisconsin-
Madison has recognized students named to the Dean’s
[ist for the fall semester of the 2020-2021 academic
year, including Ely student Thomas Montana who is
enrolled in the College of Agriculture and Life Sciences.
Students who achieve at a high level academically
are recognized by the dean at the close of each semes-
ter. To be eligible for the Dean’s List, students must
complete a minimum of 12 graded degree credits in
that semester.

Merhar honored at lowa State

AMES, Iowa - More than 11,000 Iowa State
University students, including Jenna Judith Merhar,
pf Ely, were recognized for outstanding academic
pchievement by being named to the fall semester 2020
Dean’s List. Merhar is studying pre-business.
Students named to the Dean’s List must have
parned a grade point average of at least 3.50 on a 4.00
scale while carrying a minimum of 12 credit hours of
braded course work.

HIGHER EDUCATION

Local students honored at NDSU
FARGO, N.D. — Two local students were among
the 4,312 North Dakota State University students to be honored at UMD

placed on the fall 2020 Dean

’s List.

Izaak A. Nosbisch, of Ely, and Marshall J. Backe,
of Babbitt, are studying Mechanical Engineering.

A student must earn a
or higher and be enrolled in
qualify for the dean’s list.

3.50 grade point average
at least 12 class credits to

Lida Dodge receives high honors

AURORA, III. -
Aurora University named
Lida Dodge, of Ely, to the
Dean’s List for the fall 2020

higher. Dodge was recog-
nized with high honors this
semester, having earned a
perfect 4.0.

Emma Kari

DULUTH - The
University of Minnesota
Duluth (UMD) announced
its Dean’s List for Fall
Semester 2020.

Ely’s Emma R. Kari,
a junior enrolled in the
College of Liberal Arts,
majoring in Graphic
Design, achieved a grade
point average of 3.5 or
higher and was included
on the list.

semester.

Dodge is majoring
in Early Child/Special
Education. The Dean’s List
recognizes full-time under-
graduate students who
have earned a 3.6 GPA or

Middle school art student honored

ELY - Ely Memorial Middle School art student Leo
Stalmer, in ninth grade, was recently selected as a finalist
for Artsonia’s “Artist of the Week” award for the grade
7-9 age group.

Artsonia is an online art gallery for art students.
[Artwork is published by the teacher and students. Family
and friends can view artwork online, comment on artwork,
and purchase keepsakes of artwork. Twenty percent of
all purchases are donated back to the art program in the
Ely schools.

Check out the Ely school page to see what local stu-
dents have been making this year and in past years, https://
'www.artsonia.com/schools/school.asp?id=144443

SUPPORTING THE ARTS

Donald C.
Gardner
Humanities
Trust

We are now accepting

2021 Arts Grant

Applications

for Individual Artists, Project & Youth Grants,
Scholarships & Operational Funding

Updated grant applications and guidelines are
available online at www.gardnertrust.org

APPLICATION

12:00 noon on Fri., March 19

Applicants are strongly encouraged to contact

DEADLINE IS:

Keiko Williams, Executive Director, by the end of August,
for help and review of their applications.
Call 365-2639 or email info@gardnertrust.org
Youth Grant applicants must call Keiko by Friday, March 5
to schedule a grant review meeting.

when all else matters
an opening of the heart

what else matters most

Ely library

Hours: Monday — Friday,
10 a.m.-6 p.m.

Saturdays — 8 a.m. to noon
Closed on Sundays

Phone: 365-5140

Babbitt library

Monday Noon-6 pm
Tuesday Noon-6 pm
Wednesday Noon-6 pm
Thursday Noon-6 pm
Friday Noon-5 pm

Phone: 827-3345

AA - Alcoholics
Anonymous

OPEN AA -7:30

p.m. Wednesdays and
Saturdays, in-person,
First Lutheran Church,
915 E. Camp St,, Ely.
ELY WOMEN’S OPEN
AA - Every Monday at
noon at St. Anthony’s
Catholic Church,

231 E. Camp St,, Ely.
BABBITT AA - 7 p.m.
Tuesdays, Woodland
Presbyterian Church
AL-ANON - Sundays
8-9 p.m. at St. Anthony’s
Catholic Church in Ely.
For persons who
encounter alcoholism

in a relative or friend.
BABBITT AL-ANON
Thursdays, 7 p.m., at
Woodland Presbyterian.
CO-DEPENDENTS’
12-step support group,
noon Fridays,

St. Anthony’s Catholic
Church, Ely.

ELY FOOD SHELF -
Third Wednesday each
month, 15 W. Conan St.
ADULT BASIC
EDUCATION GED

- Study materials and
pre-test available. Call
218-365-3359,
218-827-3232, or
1-800-662-5711.
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Where there's parking, there will be crafts

Stung by show cancellations, local crafter rolls with the punches with mobile sales trailer

by DAVID COLBURN

Cook-Orr Editor

COOK- It’s an idea
that’s been in the back of
Ruth Huismann’s mind
for years, but it took a
wallop from COVID-19
and a nudge from her
husband, John, to finally
make it happen.

The Huismanns, who
live near Greaney, raised
five children together,
and once they all left the
nest, Ruth realized she
was at a crossroads.

“It was devastating,”
Ruth said. “I wondered,
‘What am I going to do
with my life?””

The Huismanns own
and operate J & R Waste-
water Services, a business
that has John on the road
a good deal of the time
dealing with customers
all across the state. Ruth
does the bookkeeping,
but after the kids were
gone, she started talking
about getting a job. John
wasn’t much for that
idea, and after going back
and forth for a while, he
put his foot down on an
hourly job and instead
suggested Ruth get a
sewing machine. Rather
firmly suggested, as Ruth
recalled.

So, Ruth went shop-

ping for a sewing ma-
chine, but came home in-
stead with an embroidery
machine.

“I had to come and
get my son, who’s an IT
guy, to come and show
me how to use that ma-
chine because I had no
clue,” Ruth said.

Those were the hum-
ble beginnings of what’s
blossomed into a multi-
faceted craft enterprise
named Rag Bag Origi-
nals. The embroidery ma-
chines have gotten more
complex and expensive;
her product lineup has
grown and diversified
over the years, and so has
her clientele.

Carting her wares
to craft shows for about
15 years has been an es-
sential element of Ruth’s
success, but in 2020,
along came COVID-19
and all of the pandem-
ic-driven changes. Large
craft shows were among
the casualties.

“I would normally
start the first of Octo-
ber and I would do one
to two shows a week
through Christmas,” Ruth
said. “Then sometimes I
would do a show here in
town. Two days, Satur-
day, Sunday. And then I
would turn around and go

to Bigfork in the middle
of the week.”

Those three big
months weren’t so big this
year. Ruth found three
craft shows to attend and
helped create one more
in Cook for some addi-
tional sales opportunities.
“I lost a lot,” Ruth said.
“And the ones they did
allow us to have, I came
in with half of the amount
I normally would make
because people were
afraid to come.

But the lack of op-
portunities brought an old
idea back to the fore.

“We’ve talked for a
few years about getting
me a trailer, just because
of the amount of stuff I
haul,” Ruth said. “And
every year, my booth at
the craft shows gets big-
ger because I find a new
thing I like to do. When
things went bad, and it
got so cold, and people
still wanted to buy, where
were they going to buy?”
John once said to buy a
sewing machine. While
the Huismanns could
have gone back and forth
on this one, that didn’t
happen.

“He said, ‘Let’s just
do it. We’re just going to
do it,”” Ruth said.

Knowing she would

Ji

Ruth Huismann is cozy warm in her new Rag Bag Originals mobile

trailer shop in Virginia on Saturday.

soon have a trailer, Ruth
had just one requirement.

“l said, ‘Make sure
when you go look that
you're spending MY
budget, not your budget,”
Ruth laughed. “My bud-
get is down here. John’s
is a Cadillac.”

And now, Rag Bag
Originals has a new home
away from home, a trail-
er big enough to accom-
modate a boutique-style
setup and several cus-
tomers at a time, that can
go wherever Ruth thinks

she might drum up some
business.

The trailer is still a
work in progress as the
couple discovers what
works well, and not so
well, and they’ve already
been out and about, park-
ing the trailer and pitch-
ing the open sign in a
parking lot in Virginia on
one of the coldest days of
2021. They learned a les-
son about space heaters
that day.

“We had to open up
the top,” Ruth chuckled,

photo by D. Colburn

“in order for them to get
enough oxygen.”

The trailer likely
represents another cross-
roads for Ruth, and for
Rag Bag Originals.

“I don’t plan to do
any more indoor shows,
really,” she said. “I’'m 62
and I’m getting tired. I’'m
not taking stuff in those
buildings.”

The grid-style per-
manent wall displays in
the trailer are far better
than scattering out items
on two tables.

Student

by JOHN VUKMANICH
North Woods Principal

FIELD TWP- This
week I want to shine a
spotlight on a special
group of student leaders.

The North Woods
Student Council is ad-
vised by two of our
teachers, math instructor
Amanda Hinrichs and
science instructor Amy
Cherrywell. If you ever
wondered about “what”
a student council does,
here is how it looks at
North Woods!

The Student Council
at North Woods School
is an organization for
students from seventh to
twelfth grades. Members
are not elected, as is the
practice at many schools.
Student elections do add
to the democratic pro-
cess, but, as we all know,
it can sometimes lead to
a lack of representation
and accusations that it
is a “popularity con-
test.” Members at North
Woods apply for mem-
bership, and as long as
the student is considered
to be “in good standing”,
he/she is welcome to join
our Student Council.

NORTH WOODS SCHOOL

GCouncil, student leaders

Membership  numbers
are also not capped, and
the Student Council cur-
rently has 27 members
across all grade levels.

The Student Council
is responsible for many
activities and events at
our school. They run our
Grizzlies School Store
(I like to call it the Bear
Lair), which specializes
in Grizzly Gear. They
carry hoodies, shirts,
hats, mugs, mittens, and
sweatshirts, to name a
few items.

The Council is also
in charge of setting up
school spirit events such
as Homecoming and
Snow Week. Along with
the advisors and the Ac-
tivity Director, they set
up the dates, choose the
themes, build an event/
activity list, organize the
coronation, and market
the events to the student
body. Throughout the
process they also com-
municate with me and
the Dean of Students to
assure that we are aware
of what is happening and
that they are following
school protocols. The
scheduling and organi-

zation of certain school
dances also is the re-
sponsibility of the stu-
dent council. They line
up DJs and chaperones,
and assist with check-in
and other aspects of the
night.

Civic  responsibil-
ity is an important part
of being on the Student
Council, too. Although
COVID has hampered
many of our usual ac-
tivities, the Council has
been a part of Buddy
Backpacks and Ruby’s
Pantry. They do a High-
way Cleanup around
the school and on High-
way 53 near the school.
Babysitting Nights have
given parents a chance
to have a night out. Our
teachers know how the
Council supports school
staff during Teacher Ap-
preciation Week. Each
school year, the Student
Council is a big part of
our Seventh Grade Ori-
entation and our Back-
to-School events, help-
ing to guide students and
parents around the build-
ing and acclimate new
students to our school.

Student Council

helps promote positive
school culture. This
year, they decorated our
building with positive
messages and handmade
posters supporting a bul-
ly-free environment. I
communicate with them
about supporting posi-
tive behavior and being
present in our elemen-
tary, as our young kids
seem to really look up
to the older high school
students. The Council
gives our students lead-
ership and organizational
experience, and supports
the fact that sometimes
we need to compromise
when we work on some-
thing together. This is
important for our stu-
dents’ futures.

Our school is ap-
preciative of the Student
Council and the teacher
advisors who work hard
to be good citizens. Now
more than ever, civic re-
sponsibility is important,
and the positivity that
our Student Council con-
tributes to North Woods
School does not go un-
noticed. Thank you!

Orr Ambulance will
resume transfer runs

ORR- After receiving reassurances that Orr
citizens would always be first priority, Orr City
Council members gave a green light Monday for
Orr Ambulance to resume providing transfers orig-

inating at Cook Hospital.

The council suspended transfer services in May
2020, and Monday they reviewed an analysis of
transfer revenue and expenses covering 2019 and
2020 that was prepared by Ambulance Director

Donna Hoffer.

Hoffer’s analysis showed that the revenues gen-
erated over two years from insurance and patients
for the two-year period, $20,166.38, plus $541.72
of county out-of-city run reimbursement, easily
offset operating expenses of $13,701.73, yielding a

profit of $7,006.37.

"We know it’s a profitable venture,” Hoffer

said.

Council member Bruce Black expressed agree-
ment with the analysis, but registered a concern.

“My worry is coverage in the city,” he said.

Council member Tom Kennebeck also ad-

dressed the coverage issue.

“Of all the people on call, there should always
be those that should be reserved for the city," he

said.

Hoffer was quick and emphatic in her response.
“We will not take a transfer if we do not have
the city covered,” she said. “Unfortunately, this
has occurred in the past, but we won’t, we haven’t
been operating under those conditions. We ensure
that there’s somebody in the area (to respond to city

calls).”

Mayor Joel Astleford summarized the parame-

ters succinctly.

“People that are on call for the city cannot go

on a transfer,” he said.

Council members authorized resuming the
transfer service from Cook Hospital.service. The
service will be evaluated again next year.

North Woods School 2020-21 Second Quarter Honor Roll

A Honor Roll

Seniors
Monique Benner
Zachary Cheney
Jack Cook
Emily Fosso
Olivia Fultz
Aubrey Koskovich
Joey Lakoskey
Zuly Roach
Brynn Simpson
Cole Thiel
Dallas Villebrun

Juniors
Erik Aune
Morgan Burnett
Tyler Chiabotti
Joshua Copeland
Ty Fabish
Trey Gibson
Alex Hartway

Joseph Hoagland
Sierra Jensen
Taylor Jones
Abby Koch

Sean Morrison
Jacob Panichi
Olivia Udovich

Sophomores
Cooper Antikainen
Kohen Briggs
Hannah Kinsey
Grace Koch
Kaden Ratai
Karah Scofield
Elias Smith
Steven Sopoci
Skyler Yernatich

Freshmen
Jonah Burnett
Annabelle Calavera

Brandon Cook
Addy Hartway
Evan Kajala
Helen Koch
Riley Las
Victoria Olson
Autumn Swanson
Madison Taylor
Trinity Vidal

Eighth Grade
Rory Bundy
Addison Burckhardt
Alex Burckhardt
Ryder Gibson
Aidan Hartway
Sierra Schuster
Amber Sopoci

Seventh Grade
Lincoln Antikainen
Isaiah Briggs

Lauren Burnett
Josephine Carlson
John Danielson
Mya Goggleye
Isabelle Koch
Brittin Lappi
Victoria Mathys
Isabel Pascuzzi
Marley Peak
Payton Scofield

B Honor Roll
Seniors

Christopher Chaulklin
Megan Cote
Carlos Jensen
Logan Nurmi
Andrew Peak
Natalie Shantz
Austin Sokoloski
Elijah Squires
Zoe Trip

Juniors
JessieAnne Drift
Kadence Holland
Katrina Jackson
Timothy Lilya
Michaela Luecken
Nathan Palm
Arianna Swinson
Kaya Tschida
Brianna Whiteman

Sophomores
Jared Chiabotti
Benjamin Kruse
Garrett Lappi
Dillon Musakka
Emily Trip

Freshmen
Sean Dirift
Talise Goodsky
Zefrym Mankowski

Cadense Nelson
Jessy Palmer
Cole Rabas
Ella Smith
Destiny Weiss

Eighth Grade
Jacob Benoit
John Carlson
Ella Cornelius
Jasmine Munson
Louie Panichi
Lydia Trip
Adyson Van Tassell

Seventh Grade
Levi Chaulklin
Brynn Chosa
Matthew Miller
Megan Taylor
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HEARING...Continued from page 1

Charges against
Amanda Stevens, age
40, were filed in the Sixth
District Courtin Virginia
back in December. The
two counts include
Sale of a Controlled
Substance in the Third
Degree and Possession
of a Controlled Substance
in the Fifth Degree, both
felonies. Stevens could
face a maximum of 20
years in prison and up to
a $250,000 fine for the
third-degree charge. Her
next court appearance is
scheduled for Monday,
Feb. 22, according to
court documents.

Stevensis believed to
be one of the co-owners
of the Ely Drop and Shop,
located at 204 E. Sheridan
St. and she has regularly
worked at the retail store.

Rumors that the thrift
store was a source for
illegal drugs have cir-

WATER...Continued from page 1

Matt Tuchel, who operates
the joint Tower-Breitung
water and wastewater
system. Three-quarters of
the funds will go toward
the replacement of the
communities’ joint water
treatment plant as part
of the Tower-Breitung
Wastewater Board’s
(TBWB) effort to address
surface water contamina-
tion of the existing wells
that serve the two com-
munities. The remaining
25 percent will help to
cover the costof installing
Tower’s new water main.

The two communities
are planning to jointly bid
the projects in hopes of
achieving a more favor-
able price. The TBWB
will pay for the cost
of the water treatment
plant, while the city of
Tower will shoulder the
roughly $1 million cost of
replacing its water main,
although most of that will
now be covered by grants.

The Army Corps grant
was a major windfall for
the two projects, currently
estimated to cost a total of
$4.5 million. “There are
only a few of these given
outin the entire Midwest,”
noted Tuchel.

Breitung Township
has also obtained a
$250,000 grant from
the Department of Iron
Range Resources and
Rehabilitation for the
project and is planning
to apply for another
$250,000 from IRRR.
While the city of Tower
will ultimately likely need
to tap a loan from the
state’s Public Facilities
Administration (PFA) to
pay for the remainder of
the water main replace-
ment, itnow appears it will
be justunder $200,000, or
a tiny fraction of the two
projects’ overall cost. The
TBWB will also need to
borrow some PFA funds,
said Tuchel, which could
prompt a modest increase
in rates to cover the loan.
Even so, the level of grant
funding should keep rate
hikes to a minimum. “It’s

Since 1948
Wells
Water Systems

* PUMPS
* WELLS
* HYDRO-FRACKING

1-800-662-5700
Spring Park Rd.
Mt. Iron, MN 55768

culated in Ely for some
time, and in a statement
to the city council, Ely
Police Chief Chad Houde
stated that the department
had been investigating the
claims.

Upon taking over as
chiefin 2020, Houde said
hereached outtomembers
of the Lake Superior
Drug and Violent Crime
Task Force, who began
their own investigation,
which tended to support
the reports circulating in
town.

According to the
probable cause statement
attached to the criminal
charges, the task force
set up an undercover
purchase of meth from
Stevens last October,
using a confidential infor-
mant who told officers he/
shehad previously bought
meth from Stevens at
the store. At that time,

Stevens allegedly sold the
informant approximately
1.61 grams of meth. A
text message alleged to
have come from Stevens
to the informant read:
“Come to donations. I'm
atwork. And please don’t
be soloose when you text.
That’s how I ended up in
prison last time.”

The complaint further
states that a review of
Stevens’ criminal history
revealed a prior convic-
tion for a second-de-
gree controlled substance
crime in 2009.

In a supplemental
report, the St. Louis
County Sheriff’s
Department indicates
that prior to the under-
cover purchase by the
informant, its deputies
and members of the drug
task force had “conducted
numerous hours of sur-
veillance and observed

high amounts of suspi-
cious vehicle and foot
traffic to and from the
business.” The report
also stated that officers
had observed “multiple
individuals that were
the focus of an ongoing
investigation into the
use/sale of controlled
substances, including but
not limited to metham-
phetamine, frequenting
the business.”
According to the
statement from Houde,
the other owners of the
business say they were
unaware of the illegal
activity until they learned
of it recently. The busi-
ness’s majority owner,
Kristin Krings, insisted in
an interview with Houde
that she knew nothing of
Stevens’ activity until
late January, when she
was informed by Stevens
about the charges she was

facing.

According to Ely
City Attorney Kelly Klun,
however, the confidential
informant stated that
Krings was aware of the
activity.

Two other minority
owners, Casey Moravitz
and Rosario Thole, also
indicated they were
unaware thatillegal drugs
were being distributed
through the store.

Stevens claimed that
she transferred her shares
to another owner last
year, but her statement
contradicts the state-
ments of the shop’s other
owners, who all agreed
that Stevens owns 25
percent.

While Krings is the
majority owner, and her
name is the only one to
appear on the business’s
license, Klun said the
names of the other owners

should have been includ-
ed when Krings applied
for the business license.

It’s unclear what
steps the Ely council
might take. “The City
of Ely Code grants the
council wide latitude
when it comes to grant-
ing, limiting and revoking
business licenses,” Klun
said in her statement to
the council. According
to the City Code, the city
council may, for reason-
able cause, revoke a busi-
ness license for a variety
of reasons, including the
conductofillegal activity
at the premises.

Read more about this
development and reac-
tion from the downtown
business community at
www.timberjay.com, and
in the Feb. 19 edition of
the Timberjay.

very rare to get 90 percent
funding on a project like
this,” said Tuchel. “This
is going to benefit both
communities greatly.”

A real need

Tuchel told council
members that a wellhead
protection study done in
2014 found that surface
water was infiltrating into
the wells, bringing the risk
of both viral and bacterial
contamination. “We tried
to find another source
of water,” said Tuchel,
but he noted that finding
large sources of good
quality groundwater in
the area is difficult. “The
state park spent hundreds
of thousands of dollars
looking and ended up with
nine gallons per minute,”
said Tuchel, or far less
than required to serve
both Tower and Soudan.
Tuchel said he and SEH
engineers explored
tapping drinking water
from Lake Vermilion,
but concluded the cost
was too high. So, in the
end, they concluded that
purifying water from the
existing well was the most
cost-effective approach.

Tuchelsaidthe project
will involve removing the
existing water treatment
plant and replacing it
with one with twice the
capacity. That’s designed
to provide redundancy,
eliminating the possibility
of getting untreated water
into the system if the
existing treatment plant
were to fail. The project
also entails closure of two
of the system’s wells and

Ty £

€. NG
dmt l?

Y
3

All Your
Feed & Seed
Needs

HIBBING

anz
£D

262-3049 .|

rehabbing the remaining
wells to reduce the inflow
of surface water.

Tuchel noted that the
existing water treatment
plant, installed in 1999,
was designed to treat well
water, which typically
has less contamination
than surface water. To
address the surface water
contamination, Tuchel has
had to deploy additional
chlorine treatment of
the water, which creates
elevated levels of trihalo-
methanes and haloacetic
acids, which can cause
health problems of their
own. The level of those
contaminants in Tower
and Soudan’s water has
generally been running
below allowable levels,
but the levels do vary and
have been close to, and
occasionally over, the safe
limits at times.

Tuchel said replace-
ment of the water main
is also critical to the
city, since any break in
the pipe would cut off
the city’s only source of
water. He said the new
pipe will be PVC, which
should last “beyond any
of our lifetimes.” Soudan
had installed a new main
several years ago, so
its main doesn’t need
replacement.

Council members
said they were pleased
to hear the latest news.
“So, we’ll have better
quality water, aredundant
system, and everything
will be state of the art and
brand new,” said council
member Dave Setterberg,
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218-827-2515
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who offered thanks to
everyone involved in the
project and grant appli-
cations.

Pine Street

The city alsoreceived
good news on its nearly
$850,000 Pine Street
reconstruction with the
preliminary approval of a
$152,000 grant from the
Community Development
Block Grant along with a
$100,000 award from
the IRRR. The St. Louis
County Board will still
need to approve the
CDBG funds, but that’s
typically just a formal-
ity, according to Nancy
Larson, the city’s grant
writer and manager. The
city has already received
$472,000 toward the
project from the state
Local Road Improvement
Program, although those
funds have to be expended
by the end of 2022, so the
council approved solicit-
ing bids for the project,
with the understanding
that the project could still
be shelved or modified if
bids come in too high. The
bid request is expected to
include some alternates to
allow the city to trim the
overall projectcostif nec-
essary. Despite the good
news on funding, the city
likely still faces a funding
gap, currently estimated
at about $64,000, but the
exact amount won’t be
known for sure until bids
come back.

St. Louis County will
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River Street

Starts at Hwy 53
and runs to
Veterans Bridge
in Cook

Artists
Creatives
Musicians
Buskers
Performers
Potters
Storytellers
Acrobats
Metal Workers
Wood Carvers
Entertainers
Cyclists
Photographers
sewers
Knitters
Quilters

Entrants MUST

attend a “It Starts
on River” meeting.
Watch for date...

Accepted projects
can earn $1,000 per
project. Open to all
without prejudice.

actually undertake the
bidding and contracting
on the project, which
means the city won’t
face cash flow issues as
is common with major
projects that are funded
onareimbursement basis.

In other action, the
council:

>» Approved 4-1
with little discussion the
request by the Breitung
Police to suspend on-call
coverage from February
through April to cut costs.
The council had rejected
the request at a special
meeting on Feb. 1, mostly
overalack of information.
Setterberg said he had
gotten more information
and was satisfied that the
impact would be minimal.
The city would save about
$1,500 from the change.
Council member Joe
Morin voted no.

» Heard from Clerk-
Treasurer VictoriaRanua,
who asked for city council
input on the format and
substance of city depart-
ment reports. Ranua also
asked if the council would
like to see additional
reports that they aren’t
currently getting and she
asked council members
to think about it and
come back to the issue
at an upcoming council
meeting.

» Heard from city
grant manager Nancy
Larson and ambulance
director Dena Suihkonen
about current applica-
tions to FEMA for a new

‘1t NOTICE

.| ~ely area food shelf

ambulance as well as a
new ambulance cot and
radios. “It’s a very com-
petitive process,” said
Larson, although she said
she believes the city has a
competitive request. The
ambulance request, which
was set to be submitted on
Feb. 12, totals $226,000.
The smaller request for
the radios and cot will
be submitted under a
separate category. The
city purchased a number
of new radios recent-
ly, said Suihkonen, but
the previous ambulance
director and fire chief
had allocated them all
to the fire department.
She said a number of
them did not come back
after several resignations
from the department last
March. She said she has
been unable to locate
any paperwork on which
radios were issued to
which members, in infor-
mation she would need
to make a more formal
demand for the return of
radios.

“The only paperwork
IThave onradios dates back
to the Bernie Zollar era,”
she said.

>» Gave approv-
al to a request by the
Wagoner Trails Club to
allow for grooming of a
1.3-mile segment of the
Prospectors ATV Trail
for skate skiing.

» Approved adding
the monthly city claims to
the consent agenda.

Wednesday,
the Ely Area Food Shelf will be
distributing food curbside from

11 AM-5 PM

at the FOOD SHELF located at 15 West Conan Street.
(Directions: Approach from West Pattison Street
then watch for signs and follow the
directions of volunteers directing traffic.)

February 17

Curbside pick-up will continue.

We will take your household info in one area,
you will drive ahead to load your food.
Please wear a face mask if you have one.
We have plenty of food, so it is not necessary
to line up early.

To avoid congestion arrive after 1 PM.

We will be delivering food to the apartments
and townhouses Thursday, February 18.
Babbitt delivery in municipal parking lot

Saturday, February 13 from

10:30-11:30 AM.

Please call 218-235-8912 to
reserve delivery or volunteer.

Thank You!
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MINNTAC...Continued from page 1

done sofordecades. “Since
at least 1993, the MPCA
(under a variety of admin-
istrations) has unequiv-
ocally and consistently
stated in Statements of
Need and Reasonableness
(SONARs) that ground-
water is a Class 1 water,”
wrote the court. “This
history makes clear that
the MPCA interprets the
rules to mean that all
groundwater is Class 1
water and demonstrates
that the MPCA has not sud-
denly orrecently shiftedits
interpretation.”

Because the court
found that the MPCA’s
interpretation of the reg-
ulations was “reason-
able” and “longstanding,”
the court found that the
MPCA properly exercised
its authority in applying
the Class 1 standard in the
case of Minntac.

The decision is a
victory forthe FondduLac
Band, as well as the group
Water Legacy, which had
argued that the drinking
water standards should
apply to groundwater
contaminated by Minntac.
“This is a huge decision
for Minnesota,” said Paula
Maccabee, attorney for
Water Legacy. “In order
to avoid controlling its
own pollution, U.S. Steel
put the entire structure of
Minnesota’s groundwater
protection at risk. Now,
not only will they eventu-
ally have to deal with their
own pollution, but the
state’s existing structure
of protection is safe.”

The high court won’t
have the final word, at
least not yet. While the
Minnesotra Supreme
Court reversed the Court
of Appeals on the ques-

REPORT...Continued from page 1

him from her patrol car
about shoplifting a can
of spray paint. Believing
Elioff could be armed,
the deputy radioed for
assistance rather than
immediately pursuing him.
Sheriff’s deputies, police
officers from Virginia,
Eveleth and Gilbert, and
the Minnesota State Patrol
responded.

Early in the search,
it was determined that
the shoplifting suspect
matched the description
of an individual being
sought by Virginia police
for a shooting incident at
a house in Virginia the
previous day. After con-
fronting an occupant of the
house, a man pulled out a
handgun and fired at least
five shots atthe house. The
vehicle thatthe suspect was
driving was found aban-
doned a short time later
in the Walmart parking
lot. Officers found a 9mm
Smith and Wesson pistol,
ammunition, and a docu-
ment from a Virginia drug
detoxification program
with the name “Estavon
Elioff” on it.

Tracked by a police
dog after the shoplifting
report the next day, Elioff
was found standing about
six feet off the ground
on a partially fallen tree
facing away from the offi-
cers, according to Smith’s
account as detailed in
the report. Elioff did
not respond to officer
commands, and three

attempts to incapacitate
Elioff with a Taser were
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unsuccessful. In Smith’s
account, he observed a
black object in Elioff’s
hand pointing directly at
him; he shouted “gun,
gun, gun” to Tomsich.
Afterfalling while backing
away, Smith reported that
Elioff continued to aim at
him, then swung his arm
toward Tomsich and back
to Smith. The deputies
opened fire, striking Elioff
fivetimes. After Elioff fell
from the tree the officers
attempted to provide life-
saving first aid, but were
unsuccessful.

A blood drug screen
performed during Elioff’s
autopsy identified meth-
amphetamine and anactive
methamphetamine metab-
olite (amphetamine) in his
blood.

“When confronted
with the inherent threat of
great bodily harm or death
to themselves or others, an
officer has the rightand the
duty to use the amount of
forcereasonably necessary
to meet that threat,” said
Rubininhis Monday press
release. “This was a death
following the pursuit, con-
frontation and attempt to
take into custody a young
man suspected of firing
multiple shots into a home
in Virginia, with a 9mm
weapon, a little more than
24 hours earlier.”

Rubin also appeared
to suggest that Elioff’s
actions were intended to
provoke the shooting.

“A tragedy? Yes.
Especially because indica-
tions point to young Elioff
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tion, it remanded the case
back to the lower court
to determine whether
U.S. Steel has a right to
a contested case hearing
on the issue or a possible
variance from the rules.

The court also
remanded on a second
issue raised in the appeal,
whether or not contami-
nated seepage from under
the tailings basin dikes
is subject to pollution
controls. The Court of
Appeals had determined
thatit was not, because the
water was seeping from
underground. The appel-
late judges concluded that
the Clean Water Act only
applied to surface waters,
sothey determined that the
seepage from under the
dikes was exempt.

That conclusion has
since been largely over-
turned by a 2020 U.S.

Supreme Court decision
in the case of County of
Maui vs. Hawaii Wildlife
Fund, that found that
contaminated discharge
through groundwater is
regulated under the Clean
Water Act if it is the
“functional equivalent”
of a direct discharge. The
Minnesota Supreme Court
subsequently concluded
that the Maui case was
applicable to Minntac’s
seepage and that the
MPCA must reevaluate
its decision based on
the standards applied in
the Maui case.

delay

While the ruling may
have significant long-term
impacts for Minntac’s
operations, the immediate
effect is likely to be more
delay inenforcing cleanup

of one of the state’s largest
sources of water pollution
,as the appellate court
wades through the issues
raised in the remand and
determines whether U.S.
Steel has a right to a
contested case hearing or
a variance from the new
pollution standard.

U.S. Steel continues
to operate its Minntac
facility on a permit orig-
inally issued in 1987,
which expired in 1992.
The MPCA has sought
for decades to get U.S.
Steel to clean up the
increasingly contami-
nated water contained
within its 8,000-acre,
unlined tailings basin,
located north of Virginia.
Yet, a combination of
legal maneuvering, delay
tactics, and political pres-
sure, has rendered the
MPCA’s efforts largely

ineffective to date.

The new permit that
the MPCA issued in
2018, which is currently
stayed, would require the
company to begin to treat
its contaminated water.
In particular, the permit
requires the company to
reduce the sulfate levels
in the tailings basin from
current concentrations
of approximately 1,000
mg/1, to 800 mg/l within
five years and 357 mg/l
within ten years.

Further court pro-
ceedings, a possible con-
tested case process, a
potential variance request,
and additional agency
actions, are likely to push
off any final resolution,
possibly for years.

Minntac employs
nearly 1,500 workers
and is the largest iron ore
producer in the U.S.

feeling caught, trapped,
and hopeless ... and in all
likelihood knowing that
his gesture towards the
deputies would force a pro-
fessional response and cost
him his life,” Rubin said.
Rubin’s press release
was accompanied by a
40-page report by retired
prosecutor Vernon
Swanum, a “frequent
reviewer of previous
officer involved shooting
cases” that Rubin asked to
review all of the reports
and evidence collected by
the Minnesota Bureau of
Criminal Apprehension
during its investigation
and render an opinion
regarding the justifica-
tion of the use of deadly
force. Rubin subsequently
had Washington County
Attorney Peter Orput
review the report, and
all three men reached the
same conclusion that the
use of deadly force was
necessary and justified.

Family attorney

reacts

After the shooting,
Elioff’s family retained the
services of Robert Bennett,
a Minneapolis civil rights
attorney who has success-
fully handled numerous
high-profile cases involv-
ing police shootings and
misconduct, including the
2016 civil rights case
regarding the police killing
of Philando Castille.

While Bennett has yet
to get a look at the BCA
investigative materials,
he was highly critical of
aspects of the investigation
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and Swanum’s report in a
Tuesday phone conversa-
tion with the Timberjay.

“The first thing is you
have to have a good inves-
tigation, and the second
thing is you have to have a
fair and balanced review of
the evidence in this case,”
Bennett said. “Idon’t think
we have either. I think the
investigation was hindered,
in part by the officers and
their attorneys.”

St. Louis County depu-
ties don’t wear body cams,
so the investigation relies
heavily on the statements
of the only two witnesses
to the shooting, Smith and
Tomsich. Both deputies
initially declined to be
interviewed by the BCA,
instead working with their
respective attorneys to
create written statements
that were submitted to
the BCA three days after
the shooting. Smith and
Tomsicheventually agreed
to in-person interviews
by BCA investigators.
Swanum’s report indi-
cated Smith’s interview
took place 11 days after
the shooting but did not
state when Tomsich was
interviewed.

Bennett said his skep-
ticism is driven by his past
experience with similar
cases, and there were mul-
tiple questions he raised
about the report.

“First of all, the bullet
counts don’t add up,” he
said. “I’ve looked at hun-
dreds of shootings over 40
years and the bullet counts
add up in other investiga-
tions. I’ve never seen one
as messed up as this one.”

Bennett didn’t specify
thediscrepancy, buthe may
have been referring to an
inconsistency between the
number of shots Smith said
he fired and the bullets
retrieved from Elioff’s
body. Smith said he shot
just once, a number con-
sistent with the number of
rounds remaining in his

gun. However, forensic
examiners determined that
three of the four bullets
recovered from Elioff were
consistent with having been
fired from Smith’s gun.

Swanum identified
a potential conundrum in
the autopsy report when
he noticed that three of the
bullet wounds had down-
ward trajectories.

“My confusion
stemmed from the descrip-
tion of the shooting by the
two officers involved that
Mr. Elioff was 6-7 feet
off the ground when they
discharged their firearms.
If true, why would the tra-
jectories be ‘downward’?”
Swanum wrote.

Swanum sought an
answer to the question by
calling the medical exam-
iner, Dr. Anne Bracey.
According to Swanum’s
report, Bracey said that
the downward trajectories
were “very slight” and not
anextreme angle and could
be explained by how Elioff
had positioned his body
prior to the bullet strikes.

Bennettsaid he wasn’t
convinced by Swanum’s
report.

“The trajectory
depends on if he was really
in a tree or on the ground
when they shot him. Who
knows?” Bennett said.
“And medical examiners
aren’t trajectory experts.
I want to read the autopsy
very closely.”

Bennett’s skepticism
of the report is fueled in
part by his experience with
a 2019 police shooting in
Moose Lake, an incident
that left the victim, Shawn
Olthoff, paralyzed from the
neck down.

Swanum conducted a
similar evidentiary review
of that case and concluded
that the officer, Carlton
County Sheriff’s Office
Sgt. Jason Warnygora,
was justified in shooting
because he believed Olthof
wasraising afirearm. After
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the shooting, no firearms
were found in the house,
and other officers present
at the scene reported that
Olthoff was complying
with commands to raise
his hands.

Bennett filed a $35
million lawsuit on behalf
of Olthoff, based in part
on information that he
said was not included in
Swanum’s report, includ-
ing that Warnygora told
BCA investigators that he
had consumed two beers
just hours before the raid.
Carlton County agreed to
a $6.2 million settlement
in that case that did not
acknowledge fault by any
of the named parties.

As the attorney
for Elioff’s family, it’s
Bennett’s job to cast doubt
on the BCA investigation
andthe conclusionsreached
by Rubin, Swanum, and
Orput. Bennett said he
would soon be submitting
a request to the BCA for
the investigative reports
and evidence.

“We’ll get the whole
file; we’ll have a process
that we’re going to do
carefully,” Bennett said.
“I want to read the autopsy
very closely, do all my
homework and then decide
with my client what we’re
going to do about it. There
are a lot of questions that
aren’t answered by this
investigation.”

However, the final
decision of justified deadly
force for now rests with
Rubin, who expressed
strong confidence in
Swanum’s evaluation of
the BCA investigation.

“Based upon the totality
of circumstances in the case
and the facts as particularly
set forth by Mr. Swanum,
the current statutory and case
law, and taking into con-
sideration the conclusions
reached by Mr. Swanum
and County Attomey Orput,
I too have concluded that
the use of deadly force by
Deputies Ryan Smith and
Matt Tomsich was reason-
able, necessary, justified and
authorized.”.
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by KEITH VANDERVORT

Ely Editor

ELY — Will Ely stu-
dents be issued hard hats
later this year? More
details are emerging on
the $20 million facilities
project for the Ely school
district as plans are tenta-
tively set for construction
to commence on May 17,
two weeks before the end
of the school year.

Superintendent Erik
Erie and the school board
are making plans for a
ground-breaking celebra-
tion in April with dem-
olition starting the next
month.

Attheir monthly busi-
ness meeting, Monday
night, held at Ely City Hall
to allow for school board
members to physically
attend while COVID-19
public health protocols
remain in place, Erie
addressed several new
developments in the
project, including new
building relocation, main
water line replacement,
building demolition and
student/classroom dis-
placement before the end
of the year.

AsErierelated froma
recent facilities committee
meeting, a decision was
made to relocate the addi-
tional bus garage for the
district’s student transport
vans and SUVs to near
the Ice Arena, rather than
adjacent to the existing
bus garage.

“We wanted to build
the new structure next to
the existing garage, but
that presented some prob-
lems with storm sewer and
underground utility con-
flicts,” Erie said. “We are
still working on what the
additional cost will be.”

The ongoing lead-
in-the-water problem on
campusisbeingaddressed.
In addition to install-
ing new water fixtures
and building water pipe
replacement, a new main
water line on Harvey
Street, estimated to be
more than 100 years old,
could go a long way in
mitigating the problem.

“We continue to eval-
uate (water) service lines
into the building,” Erie
said.

School board member
Tony Colarich, who also
serves on the facilities
committee, noted that the
length of the main water
line under Harvey Street
runs nearly 500 feet from
Fourth Avenue to Sixth
Avenue. “It looks like
that line was installed in
1905,” he said. “What
impact that line has on the
lead-in-the-water problem
has not been determined.”

With building demo-
lition and construction set
to begin prior to the end of
the school year, the impact
on students is yet to be
determined.

“We do know that
we have to move indus-
trial arts equipment out
of the building, but again,
(timing) is subject as to
when they need to get at
that (Industrial Arts) build-
ing. The band classroom
and Happy Days preschool
program may be disrupted
in May,” Erie said.

The demolition of
the former steam plant
between the Memorial and
Washington buildings is
one of the items at the top
of the project list and will
likely also begin in May,
according to Erie.

Costin Group
agreement

Board members unan-
imously approvedrenewal
of a lobbying agreement

with the Costin Group for
one year atacost of $2,000
per month.

New board member
Darren Visser voiced his
support for the lobbyists,
Gary Cerkvenik and Ely
alum Jeff Anderson, but
looked for clarification on
the contract cancellation
clause.

“I want to make sure
that we don’t just write a
check for $24,000 tonight
without having some sort
of review process,” he
said. “I want to make
sure there is some sort of
review process to make
sure we are getting what
we expect for our money.
I have full faith in them,
but we do need some sort
of a check process.”

ELY SCHOOL DISTRICT

ISD 696 building project likely to start before school year ends

The renewed agree-
ment calls for a 90-day
cancellation provision
by both the Costin Group
and ISD 696. The Costin
Group will continue to
bill the school district
on a monthly basis and
provide regular activity
updates, according to
board member Rochelle
Sjoberg.

Board chair Ray
Marsnik related a recent
development where the
Costin Group continues
to go to bat for the Ely
school district in St. Paul.
They have included ISD
696 in efforts to promote
a state legislative action
to exclude sales tax on
materials, products and
supplies for school build-

ing construction through
the Range Association
of Municipalities and
Schools, he said.

“Costin Group con-
tacted (ourlegislators) Sen.
Bakk and Rep. Ecklund,
and they are working on a
revised bill to include Ely
in on this for our building
project,” Marsnik said.
“This could mean a few
dollars (savings) if that
goes through. That shows
how the Costin Group is
working for us.”

Colarich put the
impact on that proposed
sales tax legislation into
perspective. “With state
salestax ataboutseven and
five-eighths percent, and
our $20 million project,
if we were to extrapolate

out the cost of materials at
perhaps $5 million, we’re
talking about $400,000 (in
savings),” he said.

Other husiness

In other business, the
board:

» Listened to and
accepted the fiscal year
2020 financial audit
presentation by Devin
Ceglar of Walker, Giroux
& Hahne, the district’s
auditor.

»Introduced the dis-
trict’snew payroll benefits
and finance coordinator,
Jordan Huntbatch.

>» Adopted the
2021-22 school year cal-
endar that calls for 172
total attendance days,
with the first day of
school on Tuesday, Sept.

7, 2021, and the last day
of school on Friday, June
2,2022.

>» Approved Jill
Homer’s request for a
leave of absence from
Feb. 16 to March 15,
with a possible exten-
sion through the end of
the school year, without
pay and without loss of
rights and privileges,
from her paraprofes-
sional position.

>» Approved Donna
Kari as head speech
coach, Dylan Fenske
as volunteer assistant
junior high boys bas-
ketball coach, Reed
Peterson as assistant
boys basketball coach
and Megan Wognum as
head volleyball coach.
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PERFORMANCE & CUSTOMER SERVICE! ONE OF ONLY SEVEN WINNERS IN MINNESOTA!

EVERYONE'SPRICE

$24,667 e

$40,295 MSRP

$42,484 .

2020 ESCAPE
$29,850 MSRP
2,500 CUSTOMER CASH
-1,183  FOH DISCOUNT
-500  SELECT INVENTORY CASH,__
-1,000 BONUS CASH
EVERYONE'SPRICE

2020 F150 XLT CREW CAB 4X4

$54,340 MSRP
-2,500 CHROME PKG DISC
-3,250 Customer Cash
-750 SELECT INVENTORY CASH
-1,500 BONUS CASH
-3,856 FOH DISCOUNT

HEATED SEATS, ECOBOOST, REMOTE START

SE AWD

,.--"'"'_':#

2020 EDGE SEL AWD

7 LEFT!

(Prices may vary due to
optional equipment)

A EE (ol 553,105

CHOOSEFROM! -2,000

(Pricesmayvarydueto

optional equipment) -500
-1,500

-3,274
-1,000

#24675

-110
-500
-1,000
-1,178

#24633

HEATED SEATS, ECOBOOST, FORD PASS STX APPEARANCE PKG, TRAILER TOW PKG

$31,395

EVERYONE'S PRICE

$44,831 .wac

EVERYONE'SPRICE

$28,197 mg

2021 F150 XLT 4X4 CREW CAB

MSRP
XLT CHROME DISC
CUSTOMER CASH
BONUS CASH
FOH DISCOUNT
FORD CREDIT
CASH*

——

ECOBOOST,CLASSIVHITHC,AUTOCLIMATECONTROL

2020 ESCAPE SE AWD
$30,985 MSRP

COLD WEATHER PKG DISC
CUSTOMER CASH

BONUS CASH
FOH DISCOUNT

2021 BRONCO SPORT BIG BEND AWD

MSRP ALL NEW

#24701

#24723

-1,250
-3,250
-2,361

-500

CUSTOMER CASH
BONUS CASH

FOH DISCOUNT

SELECT INVENTORY CAS

EVERYONE'SPRICE

$32,934 .

#24650

HEATED SEATS/STEERING WHEEL, HANDS FREE LIFTGATE, TRAILER TOW PKG

2021 BRONCO
SPORT HAS
ARRIVED!!

-807 FOH DISCOUNT
-500 BONUS CASH

EVERYONE'SPRICE

$29,998 v

TRAILER TOW PKG, STX APPEARANCE PKG, SLIDING REAR WINDOW W/DEFROST

*Must Finance with Ford Motor Credit, APR’s as low as 5.9% for Qualified Buyers, OAC. ***MustTrade in 1995 or Newer Car, Truck or SUV.

2016 EDGE 2017 FUSION SE
SEL AWD 31K Efﬁ "
$14,724 oo | 514,951

2007 F150 XLT 2014 CHEVY SILVERADO

2002 CENTURY CUSTOM

2018 FOCUSSEL
ONLY 40K MI

2017 ESCAPE TITANIUM
AWD

$10,900 $19,980

#7583 #7638

NONSISENONSIOEIBRE_OWNEDAVEHICLESY

2012 CIVICEX 2015ESCAPETITANIUMAWD

i #244228

|

LT CREW P o] P /- B
e = = S
w #24,620A #246428 ﬁhﬁ@ #246478 m‘ #24602C M‘ MGA
2004 EXPEDITION 2017 NAVIGATOR L RESERVE | 2018 F150 XLT 6.5 FT BOX 2011 F150KINGRANCH 2014 EDGE SEL SPORT
ED. BAUER 6 APPEARANCE
% #7633 m #7660 #24726A m #24147A ‘$ﬁ[4;(,98®l #7664
2017 FUSION SE AWD 2014 FUSION SE 2016EDGESELAWDWY/LEATHER 2006 SIERRA 1500 SLT 2012 RAPTOR - o
W/ LEATHER 85K MILES

$11549855 ez | S8H790) $B31600) #239618
2014TOWN&COUNTRY 2015 MKC AWD 2015JOURNEY SXT 2013 ESCAPE SEAWD 2015 F150 XLT SPORT S/C
TOURING-L ! W/Panroof 50KMI 3

S9L980 ErTs 5, 50(0) #7610A $WE, 980! #7581A WE,%Q@} #76368 ‘@3,@:@:@) #24727A

2014 MINI COOPER S
COUNTRYMAN AWD,

2012 IMPALALS

AWD

S12075 S16,200)

% W

MIKEDAY
218-293-4637

$45900

#242608

LEIGHLONSON TIMCARRUTH

218-212-7202

RYANAULTMAN
218-293-4606

ERICGRAFF
218-293-4627

2019 ECOSPORT TITANIUM

2012FOCUSSEL 2013 FUSIONSE

S2,C0(0)

)

JAMIHENDRIX
218-293-4636

591980

2627 Hwy 169

RANDYROY
218-293-4625

¥
L
$ J
l _ L4
KATIEHELSTROM
218-293-4596

fordofhibbing.com
888-246-8616

Higiyuit
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ELY — All six Ely
mayoral candidates are set
to participate in a voter’s
forum on Thursday, Feb.
18, beginning at 6 p.m.

Due to coronavirus
concerns, the event at Ely
City Hall willnotbe opento
the public, but will instead
be broadcast live on Ely

FESTIVAL...Continued

Park early last Thursday.
He was getting a start
on “And the Horse He
Rode in On,” which was
an interpretation of the
current cancel culture
across America.

“This is a smart phone
grinding up an image of a
Civil War general, Robert
E. Lee, on his horse, called
Traveler,” he said. He had
help on the project from his
daughter, Tracy.

Chris and Oskar
Koivisto and Timothy
Loney carved a “nine-
foot steampunk raven” in
approximately 21 hours
over three days.

Jaime Stocks,
Sarah Malik and Sarah
Moldenhauer worked
together on a whimsical
“Otter Slide” with three
cute critters.

Carl Karasti and his
team of snow sculptors
created a hands-around-a-
globe structure, and Patrick
Knudson and his team
produced a giant fish called
“Ely Trout.”

EWF Executive
Director Shauna Vega
praised all the local artists
who worked in the brutal
conditions last weekend.

“Their dedication to
the traditions of our won-
derful event are really

cable access channel 11
and 98, and streamed live
on the AAUW Ely Branch
Facebook page.

A recording of the
event will also be avail-
able for later viewing on
YouTube under the title
Ely Mayoral Candidate
Forum 2021. The event

from page 1

@ @
‘ & feel ?
Scooch over,

CITY OF ELY

Ely mayoral candidate forum will be televised on Thursday, Feb. 18

is co-hosted by The Ely
Rotary Club and the
American Association of
University Women-Ely
Branch.

Residents wishing to
submit questions for con-
sideration should e-mail
them by the end of Friday,
Feb. 12, to khv771@

gmail.com.

Ely resident Micca
Leider, a first-time can-
didate for public office,
will join four current
city council members,
Angela Campbell, Jerome
Debeltz, Paul Kess and
Heidi Omerza, and former
Ely mayor Roger Skraba

on a primary ballot for
an election on Tuesday,
April 13. The top two
vote-getters will face off
in a general election on
Tuesday, Aug. 10.

The voter’s forum
will be held in the council
chambers at Ely City Hall.

Topics tobe discussed

at the forum may include,
government funding,
diversity, the coronavirus
pandemic, Community
Center building, economic
development, long-term
vision for the community,
law enforcement over-
sight, ethics, and protect-
ing the environment.

EOEERT

“Ely Trout.” above, is one of five snow sculptures in Whiteside Park.

appreciated, especially
this year when we have to
take so many precautions,”
she said.

The Ely ArtWalk,
however, does resemble
past years, but with a twist.
Dozens of Ely businesses
are displaying hundreds of
locally-produced pieces of
art. Spectators walk along
the downtown corridor
and participate in “window
shopping” for their favorite
pieces

“To enhance every-
one’s ability to experience

and enjoy the festival,
we added a virtual expe-
rience to both the Ely
ArtWalk and the Snow
Sculpting Symposium,”
said EWF Board Chair
Chris Kloppenberg.

In fact, the Ely
ArtWalk will be offering
daily virtual participation
opportunities, including a
major Facebook activity,
all month with a real-time
live video feed. Tours of
stores will be posted daily
and include talks with
artists, and information for
buying art.

“This will allow our
in-town and out-of-town
friends an opportunity to

The Timberjay may have inaccurately reported that enjoy the festival from
recent rate increases imposed by the Ely Echo as the
city of Ely’s official publication were contrary to state

law. Upon further research,

we feel that the statute is

home,” Kloppenberg
added.
The virtual experi-

ambiguous. Therefore, it was inappropriate to suggest ence this year includes
a violation of the statute when it was not clear that was
the case. In this suggestion, the newspaper overreached.
The error occurred in the editing process and was not videos and a virtual walk
created by Ely Editor Keith Vandervort. The Timberjay
apologizes for any confusion.

SAVEBIGIJBUY{LOCAL

2021 CHEVROLET SILVERADO

ALL STAR EDITION

MSRP $53,910
Waschke Discount -$2,005
Customer Cash -$4,250

Sale Price $47,655

Crew Cab Short Box RST 4x4

SAVE $6,255 and NO PAYMENTS FOR 120 DAYS*

2020 CHEVROLET TRAVERSE

MSRP $41,770
Waschke Discount -$1,224
Customer Cash -$3,250

Sale Price $37,296

LT AWD

3 B 3

daily Snow Sculpting
Symposium progress

through Whiteside Park
after the sculptures were

completed. Art enthusiasts
may also watch daily Ely
ArtWalk videos featuring
different artists each day.

“The Ely Winter
Festival is committed to
celebrating winter,commu-
nity, and art while keeping
the community safe and
healthy. We are complying
with all state mandates in
place and we can still cel-
ebrate while staying safe,”
Kloppenberg said.

The residents of Ely’s
Carefree Assisted Living
facility also created art
for this year’s Ely Winter
Festival. Drive by the facil-
ity at 140 S. 2nd Ave W to
see a variety of window
displays.

“Local Scout troops
also made snow sculptures
in the yard,” Vega added.

The 2021 Ely Winter
Festival received major
support from Ely Family
Dental and Twin Metals
Minnesota. This annual Ely
activity is made possible

Cade Thibodeaux levels off the top of his snow
block early last Thursday in sub-zero
temperatures. photos by K. Vandervort

by the voters of Minnesota
through grants from the
Minnesota State Arts
Board and the Arrowhead
Regional Arts Council,
through alegislative appro-
priation from the arts and
cultural heritage fund.
EWF is also made possible
in part by the Donald G.
Gardner Humanities Trust.

Many traditional
events are missing from this
year’s celebration because
of COVID-19. There is
no Whiteside Park skating
rink. The Kubb tournament
and Great Nordic Beard
Fest were called off this

year. There are no literary
gatherings, or hikes to
Sigurd Olson’s cabin or
Hegman Lake. The sled
dog meet-and-greet event
was also canceled.

“This wasavery tough
decision, but we know it’s
importantto keep Ely safe,”
Kloppenberg said.

“We’ll be back with
a traditional festival in
2022,” she said. Next year,
the festival will be held Feb.
3-13,2022.

For more information,
go to www.elywinterfesti-
val.com and www.elyart-
walk.org.

VERMILION

LAMND OFFICE

* Contact O

(U \ Thinking About Selling
Your Property?

ne of These Outstanding Agents °

Serving M Y Contact Us
Lake Vermlh(.m for a free
and Surrounding market
Areas! analysis!
Barb Hegg Blaine Olson Sheila Bratley
Associate Broker Sales Associate Sales Associate
barb@vermilionland.com blaine@vermilionland.com  sheila@vermilionland.com
218-742-2369 218-410-0025 218-290-1654

SAVE $4,474 and NO PAYMENTS FOR 120 DAYS*
$750 Chevy Loyalty Offer Available**
DISCLOSURES... *120 Day payment deferral AND 3.29% APR up to 72 months with GM Financial on
approved credit. $750 Loyalty purchase for current Chevrolet owners/lessees of 2007 or newer Chev-
rolet passenger vehicles. Not compatible with some other offers and vehicles. See dealer for details.
Tax and title extra. Must take delivery from dealer stock by 03/01/2021.

PREOWNED VALUES! |

2020 Buick Enclave Avenir AWD............ 17K MilesL............. $45,990

2020 Chevrolet Malibu LT .
2019 Nissan Versa............

2019 Nissan Sentra SV........... porty. o
2018 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 Dble Cab..Only 31K Miles!...$31,990

2018 Chevrolet TraX..........cccocoveveeeevevieicereeens JUST INL.. $14,990 o
2018 GMC Terrain SLE AWD.............cccoevrvunee. 18K Miles......$21,990

2017 Chevrolet Silverado Crew Cab 4x4....59K Miles!........... $31,990 R
2017 Nissan Rogue SL Sport AWD........ Loaded!...........c........ $19,990

2017 Jeep Grand Cherokee Laredo 4x4...Tackle Winter!.......$25,990
2017 Jeep Renegade Latitude 4x4......... Only 14K Miles!.......$20,990
2017 Chevrolet Cruze LT.................
2016 Chevrolet Traverse LTZ AWD
2016 Chevrolet Traverse LT AWD.
2016 Ford Edge SEL AWD.....
2016 Ford Escape SE AWD...
2016 Chrysler 200
2015 Jeep Cherokee Latitude 4x4.......Made For Winter!....... $14,990
2014 GMC Sierra 1500 SLT 4x4.......Cocoa Dune Leather!..... $24,990
2013 RAM 4500 4x4Crew Outdoorsman..Only 81K Miles!.....$19,990

2012 RAM 1500 4x4 WT................... Only 47K Miles............... $18,990
F i) ¥
VA WASCHKE FAMILY % | ?
gt GHEVROLETe COOK | =
' Hulfgr?en kggﬂi (\;Jetl)ll\llylln

HOURS: M-F 8am-6pm, Sat. 9am-2pm
126 N Hwy. 53, Cook, MN ¢ 218-666-5901 « 1-800-238-4545

[ f]

We are looking for waterfront

PO Box 518, 210 S Highway 53, Cook, MN 55723 -

and residential listings!

Experienced, professional, knowledgeable
Honest, hardworking and reliable
Professional photography and drone videos
Virtual tours

Adpvice on staging

Full time agents who live on Lake Vermilion

Adpvertising on social media

Vermilion Land Office is the leader

in sales and listings of Members of
Lake Vermilion homes and Range, LSAR,
cabins the past two years. and
r P MLZ Y Northstar MLS
[Range MLS] B o Mis ==

Vermilionland.com
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Serving northern
St. Louis County
since 1989

SPORTS

BOYS BASKETBALL

Back-to-hack wins for Ely

Sophomore Bianco pours in 39 points to lead Wolves over Lions

Right: Ely’s Joey Bianco
looks for room to maneuver
under the basket as Mesabi
East defenders put on the
squeeze.

photo by J. Greeney

Wolves put it all together in
the second half, eventually
burying the Lions on their
own turf.

“We played well overall,

against Lakeview Christian
followed an 82-71 home-
court win against Mesabi
East last Friday. Ely had a
one-point lead going into the
locker room, but again, the
Timberwolves put the pedal to
the medal and finished strong.

“I thought we shot and

by JORDAN PRICE
Contributing Writer

COTTON- Ely sopho-
more Joey Bianco explod-
ed for 39 points and nine but at times we did not shoot

rebounds as he helped lead or defend like I know we
the Timberwolvestoan 84-58  can,” said Head Coach Tom
rout of Lakeview Christian, McDonald.

definitely contributed to our
slow start. We only had three
turnovers in the second-half,

Tuesday night. AddingtoBianco’sstellar  defended better in the second ~ Which allowed us to take the
While Ely struggled with  night, Harry Simons tallied half, especially after our leadandhangon forthe win,”

shootingattimes,Bianco’shot 16 points, along with five sluggish first-half,” said said McDonald.

hand helped the Wolves build  rebounds. McDonald. “We had 10

a39-23 lead by the break. The The blow out “W?” first-half turnovers, which See ELY BOYS...pg 2B

by DAVID COLBURN

Cook-Orr Editor

INTERNATIONAL
FALLS- For the North
Woods boys basketball
team, Tuesday’s 78-68
road win at International
Falls was atestof survival.
For the Broncos, it was
the game that got away
too early.

T.J. Chiabotti scored
13 of the Grizzlies’ final
15 points in the final four
minutes of the game, the
last 11 of those coming
from the free-throw line
as the North Woods junior
found multiple ways to get
to the line.

The Grizzlies needed
every one of those char-
ities to keep the Broncos
in check. Trailing 38-25
at the half, the Broncos
cut the North Woods lead
to eight, 63-55, when
Chiabotti was fouled on a
made layup and dropped in
the ensuing free throw. The
Broncos got back within
nine three times, and each
time Chiabotti stepped up
with a pair of free throws
to hold them at bay.

North Woods gotoffto
a6-0startand never trailed
in the game, but it wasn’t
because the Broncos
lacked scoring opportuni-
ties. The Broncos had little
difficulty working the ball
downlow,but they fired up
one short-range blank after

BOYS BASKETBALL

Grizzlies on 4 ro

Team improves to 6-1 after victory over International Falls

Top: North Woods’ Jonah
Burnett and Davis Kleppe
get in the face of a
Littlefork ball handler

last Friday.

Right: Kleppe stares
down the Vikings’ point
guard.

Lower right:

Nice shoes! Forget
the day of plain Jane
Converse All-Stars.
Brendan Chiabotti was
sporting a full rainbow
of colors on his shoes
this past week.

photos by D. Colburn

another, with North Woods
hitting the glass hard
to deny second-chance
buckets.

Leading 13-10, Jonah
Burnett ignited the run
that would put North
Woods safely ahead with
a three-pointer. Chiabotti
scored on a layup and
a trey, Sean Morrison
dropped a pair of buckets,
and Davis Kleppe nailed a
hoopina 14-2 runthat gave
North Woods its largest
lead of the game at 27-12.

While all the North
Woods guards are capable
of bombing from long
range, the Grizzlies col-
lected only three treys in
the game. Instead, when
they weren’t running
the break, the Grizzlies
focused on working team-

See NW BOYS..pg. 2B

NORDIC SKIING

Ely boys,
rls top
GR meet

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

GIANTS RIDGE — Ely skiers dom-
inated the course here last Thursday as
both the boys and the girls squads bested
Mesabi East and Duluth Denfeld. Both
teams were led by first place individual
finishes,by seniorJasper Johnston in the
boys competition and sophomore Zoe
Devine for the girls.

“We had agoodday last week,” said
Ely Head Coach Paula Anderson. “It was
really a treat to ski the section and state
classic course in aregular meet, without
all of the pressure.”

Johnston, who finished the 5K
classic coursein 15:39,crushed the field,
beating teammate and second-place fin-
isher Gabe Pointer (17:04),a junior, by a
minute, twenty-five seconds. Ely junior
JonHakala (18:19) and classmate Micah
Larson (18:30) finished fourth and fifth
respectively as the Wolves claimed four
of the top five spots in the competition
to cruise to an impressive 392 points.
Second place Mesabi East finished with
372 points, to 371 for Denfeld.

Devine had a tighter contest for her

See NORDIC...pg. 2B

Grizzlies
wallop NER

by DAVID COLBURN
Cook-Orr Editor

FIELD TWP -The North Woods
girls put together a dominating first half
on Tuesday as they trounced the visiting
Northeast Range Nighthawks, 70-23.

Everything clicked for the Grizzlies
in the first half, as they opened with a
15-0 run keyed by seven points from
Helen Koch. All five starters scored in
the offensive blitz.

The Grizzlies ran a ferocious
man-to-man defense that resulted in
steals, turnovers, blocks, and defensive
rebounds as they held the overmatched
Nighthawks scoreless for the first 6:39
of the game. North Woods pushed the
pressure out well beyond the three-
point arc, keeping Northeast Range
from establishing any sort of offensive
rhythm.

The Grizzlies’ offense was firing
on all cylinders — fast breaks, crisp
offensive sets, and buckets off offen-
sive rebounds — as they steadily built
their lead. When a three-point battle
ensued midway through the first half,
the Grizzlies got the best of it with three
treys from Kiana LaRoque and a fourth
from Brianna Whiteman to go up 27-11
with nine minutes remaining. While the

See NW GIRLS..pg 2B
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HOCKEY

Back In action, Elv sllns to Rehels

by KEITH VANDERVORT
Ely Editor

ELY - The Timberwolves
hit the ice here last Saturday, but
struggled to put the puck in the
net, ultimately losing 7-2 to the
Moose Lake Area Rebels. It was
the first action for Ely’s hockey
team in nearly two weeks due to
pandemic-related cancellations
by opponents.

Ely, which has struggled
all season, fell behind 3-0 after
the first period on the Rebels’
13 shots to the net, tended by
sophomore goalie Ben Cavalier.
Ely recorded five shots on goal
inthe first stanza,and 15 scoring
chances overall. Moose Lake
Area peppered Cavalier with
29 shots.

Ely scored two goals in
the second period, one by Cole
Macho,who scored with an assist
by Jakson Hegman, and the other
by freshman Drew Marolt, who
scored his first goal ever as a
varsity player.

The Rebels tallied four more
goals in the second frame to put
the game largely out of reach.
Both teams were held scoreless
in the third period with Cavalier
turning away three shots on goal.

NW BOYS...Continued from page 1B

A disciplined Ely team
was called for just one penalty,
two minutes for slashing by
Jimmy Zupancich in the first

period. Moose Lake had 21
minutes in the sin bin on five
penalties, minor flags for inter-
ference, slashing and holding,

and two major penalties in the
third period, both by freshman
forward Dawson Fjosne for
checking from behind along with

Left: Ely goalie Ben Cavalier
blocks a shot during recent
action against the Moose
Lake Area Rebels. The
Rebels peppered Cavalier
with 29 shots on goal.

photo by K. Vandervort

a misconduct.

“We have a pretty young
team this year, and I sense some
of our younger players have abit
of anxiety as they go up against
players who are older, stronger
and faster,” said Head Coach
BenJohnson. “After they scored
those two goals, they loosened
up a bit and started playing with
more confidence. No matter
what happens this year on the
scoreboard, we are having a
good learning season and these
guys are all playing tough and
learning to play as a team. It is
impressive to see them grow.”

The Timberwolves were
scheduled to travel to Duluth
Marshall on Tuesday. Ely hosts
two home games, Mora on
Saturday, Feb. 13 at 2 p.m., and
Bagley at 6 p.m. on Friday, Feb.
19, before traveling to Chetek,
Wis., on Feb. 20.

mates free for drives to
the bucket and short and
mid-range jumpers.

Chiabotti dominated
scoring in the second
half, collecting 27 of the
Grizzlies” 40 points en
route to a game-high 37
points. Darius Goggleye
was the only other North
Woods player in double
figures with 11. Eight dif-
ferent Grizzlies scored in
the contest.

The Grizzlies likely

needed a challenging
contest after overwhelm-
ing Littlefork-Big Falls
102-34 on Friday at home.

Any concerns North
Woods Head Coach Will
Kleppe had about past
slow starts by the Grizzlies
were erased right from
the outset. Frenetic full-
court pressure throttled
the Vikings’ offense as the
Grizzlies wenton ascoring
tear, grabbing a 22-6 lead
with the game barely five

NW GIRLS...Continued from page 1B

Grizzlies kept on rolling,
the Nighthawks sputtered,
scoring just one more
basket and a free throw to
trail 42-14 at the half.
Determined not to let
off the gas, the Grizzlies
came out of the locker
room intent on ramping up
their running game. While
the scoring pace dropped
off as offensive miscues
mounted, the North Woods
defense remained relent-
less, allowing only nine
total points and shutting

the Nighthawks out for
the final seven minutes of
the game.

Grizzlies Head Coach
Liz Cheney utilized a
platoon system in the
game, substituting five
players at a time in order
to get more minutes of
game experience for her
non-starters. The system
worked well, with all but
two players scoring and
fairly consistent play from
whatever group was on the
court for a given stretch.

minutes old. If the game
had been a boxing match,
L-BF might well have
thrown in the towel at half-
time with the pummeling
they were taking, as North
Woods held a 44-point,
63-19 lead.

Kleppe devoted prac-
tices to defense in the
runup to the game, and
the Grizzlies were even
more effective in the
second half,allowing only
15 points. North Woods

forced a mind-blowing 46
L-BF turnovers, with 34
of those coming on steals.
While the Grizzlies cooled
slightly on offense in the
second half, they put up
60 more shots in the game
than L-BF, 84-24, and hit
46 percent of them.
AlltenGrizzliesscored
in the game, with five
of them reaching double
figures. T.J. Chiabotti led
all scorers with 22, Jared
Chiabotti and Brenden

Chiabotti each scored 16,
and Darius Goggleye and
Sean Morrison tallied 11
apiece.

The Grizzlies are
riding a five-game win
streak and take a 6-1
record into a Friday road
game at Mesabi East. The
Giants are winless in five
games thus far. North
Woods will return home
on Friday, Feb. 19 to play
Virgina. The Blue Devils
lost to Eveleth-Gilbert

on Tuesday, a team the
Grizzliesbeatby 21 points.

Home contests for
all Grizzlies basketball
teams, boys and girls,
are livestreamed online
on the NFHS Network.
The service has monthly
and annual subscription
options.

One of Cheney’s
main goals for the game
was for the Grizzlies to
maintain their intensity
for all 36 minutes of the
game. Given the outcome,
mission accomplished.

“What we really
needed to do was to focus
on playing our game of
basketball,” Cheney said.
“We talked about that at
halftime again, the level
and the speed of the game
that we want to maintain
and how can we make

sure that we’re playing
with intensity and speed,
because that’show we like
to play basketball.”

Defensive intensity
has been ahallmark for this
team early in the season,
but Cheney was pleased
to see what was happening
on offense, too.

“To be able to have
scoring somewhat evenly
spread around through
multiple players shows
that the girls really came
around,” Cheney said.
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A Regional Favorite
STOPINTODAY OR CALL...

Just $2995

Don’t miss your chance
to own Lake Vermilion’s most
definitive history!

PO Bux 636, 414 Main 5t
Tewer, MN 55790 « 218-753-2950

+ Tax

Memories of the Early Days

A fascinating look back at the early history

of the Lake Vermilion area
Written by Marshall Helmberger ¢ Published by the Timberjay
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North Woods’ Helen Koch moves the ball past

Willa Koivisto.

“They were patient, they
were able to set up the
offense, and they fast
broke when those oppor-
tunities came.”

The success of the
substitution scheme served
to reinforce something
Cheney has believed since
the start of the season.

“That shows that
we’re not just five or six
deep,” she said. “All of
them have something to

photo by C. Stone

offer.I’m looking forward
to finding those groups that
click.”

Madison Spears
scored 14 points to lead
the Grizzlies, with Brianna
Whiteman and Kiana
LaRoque chipping in 11
each.Nine oftheteam’s 11
players scored in the game.

The Grizzlies were
scheduled to be on the
road Thursday at Ely, and
will return home to host

NORDIC...Continued from page 1B —

first-place showing, as she
finished in 19:03, besting
senior Lydia Skelton,
of Mesabi East, by two
seconds. Ely sophomore
Phoebe Helms took third
with a time of 20:07,
while classmate Sydney
Durkin took fifth with a
time of 21:21 and senior
Julia Schwinghamer took
sixth with a time of 21:28.
Freshman Ava Skustad

(21:49) rounded out the
top ten finishes for Ely.
The Wolves finished with
389 points, just ahead of
Mesabi East’s 383 and well
ahead of Denfeld’s 346.
The Wolves’ previous-
ly scheduled Feb. 11 meet
was scratched this week.
They re next scheduled to
compete at Mt. Itasca on
Tuesday, Feb. 16. They’ll
be in Duluth on Feb. 23.

ELY BOYS...Continued from page 1B—

Emmett Faltesek came
to play for the Wolves as
he was the leading scorer
with 23 points. Bianco
was like a Swiss Army
knife, scoring 20 points,
eight rebounds, and seven
assists. Simons had a nice

display with 20 points,
while Brock Latourell
added 11 points and Will
Davies had nine rebounds.

The Timberwolves
will face Mt. Iron-Buhl on
the road on Tuesday, Feb.
16 at 7:15 pm.
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This is how to have fun in the snow

2
St

by JoDI SUMMIT

Tower-Soudan Editor

TOWER- The New York
Times “AtHome” sectionhad an
online article of mostly worthless
tips for playing out in the snow
last week. If they really wanted
some practical tips, they should
have contacted the students
at Tower-Soudan Elementary,
who spent a chilly afternoon
on the school’s sliding hill last
Thursday.

These kids know that you
don’t need fancy gear to play
out in the snow, because plastic
sleds and saucers work just fine.
They costless than acheeseburg-
er and fries at Good OI’ Days,
and provide fun all winter, or
until they bust in half, which
can happen when kids attempt
to sled off the back of a garage
roof into a waiting snowbank.
Yes, I watched a group of boys
doing this acouple of weeks ago.
I know this isn’t necessarily as
dangerous as it sounds, because
my own son, now safely grown
up and more sensible,did similar
things at that age.

These kids know that snow
pants don’t need to match your
jacket, and if either have a few
holes or rips, they will still keep
you warm. Hats and mittens are
preferred by any adult around,
but kids seem to find them
optional. They know you don’t
need some fancy organization
system to hang them up athome.
Any closet or hook will do, as
will the back of a chair when a
decenthookisn’tavailable. They
may prefer a pile on the floor,
but parents know this is a really
bad idea because of how damp,

sweaty coats smell the next day.

These kids know that sled-
ding is more fun with friends.
There are races to the bottom,
sled trains, and what only can be
described as mosh pit sledding,
where the children, to be honest
it’sallboys,endinapile of sleds,
arms, and legs, and it’s hard to
tell which belong to whom.

These kids know that sled-
dingisn’tjustforkids. They kept
urging the teachers and paras to
take turns, mostly because it is
fun, and secondly, standing at
the top of the hill just makes you
get cold, while running back up
the hill with a sled will warm
you up. They also knew that
their teachers and paras often
volunteered to haul more than
one sled back up the hill.

As for parents, most have
learned that kids need at least
a couple of winter jackets and
snow pants, because after some
serious sledding they get filled
with snow and immediately
become sopping wet masses that

can take a day to dry.
Asformittens,youcannever
have too many pairs. By the end
of winter, you will find several
pairs outdoors under the melted
snow, and more yet in the large
lost and found pile in the school
hallway.If you are lucky, the lost
and found mittens might be in a
pair, but usually they aren’t,and
the matching one is nowhere to
be found. Parents also know you
need to buy mittens early in the
season. By January, when you
realize your supply is dwindling,
Target is selling swimsuits, not
winter gear. And parents know
that the sledding season,up here,
can last into April, while the ice
sometimes doesn’t melt on the
lakes until mid-May.
Kidsalsoknow thatsledding
is a perfectly fine activity when
the temperatures dip below zero,
though they might have a harder
time convincing their teachers to
supervise the sledding hill during
recess or afternoon gym time!

Above: A group of elementary boys gets ready to launch
their sleds down the hill, and then crash at the bottom.
Below: Deniko Dupree saucers down the hill.

Bottom: (from left) Kalya Drift, Nai-lee Moyer, and Caitlynn
Goodbird. photos by J. Summit

Michael C. Wood

We are profoundly
saddened to share that
Michael Cheney Wood,
69,0f Aurora,passed away
on Monday, Feb. 1,2021,
at his home, following
a brief illness. A private
memorial service is being
planned. Inlieu of flowers,
the family suggests a
donation be made to the
Superior Hiking Trail
or a trail system of your
choice. Family services
are provided by Bauman-
Cron, a Bauman Family
Funeral Home in Virginia.

He was born on Aug.
31,1951, in Chicago, Ill.,
to John Cheney Wood and
Suzanne Watson Wood,
both of whom predeceased
him. Michael attended
Alfred-Almond Central in
Almond, N.Y., graduating
in 1969. He received a
Bachelor of Arts degree
from St. John’s College
in Santa Fe, N.M., where
he studied the great books
and liberal arts. He later
spent time in New York
City, dancing with the
Merce Cunningham Dance
Company.He and Marjory

Minneapolis on May 29,
1996.

Over the course of his
work life, Michael was
known for his creative
and innovative approach -
applying technology solu-
tions to business problems
in New Mexico,Australia,
and Minnesota, for Sophia
Learning, Solution Design

| Group,Fujitsu,and BORN

Information Services,
among others. His import-
ant work in weather/
nuclear winter modeling
(Los Alamos National
Labs) contributed to the
end of the Cold War. His
continued, endless curios-
ity about climate change
and scientific inquiry was
applied to many aspects
of his life’s pursuit of
knowledge.

Michael’s love for
family, friends, and the
outdoors is reflected in
every memory of him,
from ski patrol in New
Mexico, to canoeing in
the Minnesota Boundary
Waters (at one time taking
awrong turninto Canada),
to shuttling grandchildren
to school, or testing a new
sleeping bag on the porch
in the dead of winter. He
believed in our respon-
sibility to protect the
environment and respect
the Earth. He was always
willing to step up, with
grace and generosity, when
called upon by friends or
family.

Michael loved the
trails, mountains and lakes
of Minnesota and the
mountains of New Mexico.

He hiked the entire 310-
mile Superior Hiking
Trail over the course
of several years, and a
number of sections of the
North Country Trail. His
passion for hiking,cycling,
skiing,camping,and other
outdooractivities was clear
to anyone who crossed his
path.

Michael is survived
by his wife and best
friend, Marjory Johnson
Wood; son, Galen Wood
of Minneapolis and his
daughters, Maiaand Sofia;
daughter, Ranier Wood of
Santa Fe, N.M., and her
son,Oliver; grandchildren
whom he and Marjory
raised, Erinn Wilson,
Tyler and Gabe Wood;
sister, Carol Wood (Ken
Maracek) of Plattekill,
N.Y., and their daughter,
Casey Maracek and son,
Avery Maracek (Gillian
Hammond); and numer-
ous additional grandchil-
dren, great-grandchildren,
extended family and
friends.

We will miss his intel-
ligence, kindness, wit,and
laugh.

Mariene Akkanen
Marlene Stone
Akkanen, 85, of Babbitt,
passed away on Saturday,
Feb. 6, 2021, at Ely-
Bloomenson Community
Hospital. No services are
being held at this time. A
celebration of life is being
planned for spring with
burial in Argo Cemetery
in Babbitt. Arrangements
are with Landmark Funeral

Home in Virginia.

She is survived by
three children,John (Jean)
Akkanen of Embarrass,
Gust Akkanen of Brainerd
and Linda (Steve)
Graupman of Cloquet;
sister, Dorothy Mellsmoen
of Oakdale; 11 grandchil-
dren,Questa(Jon) Knapper
of Aurora, Jenna (Pat)
Rosenquist of Larimore,
N.D., Lanay (DJ) Asmus
of Alexandria, Ben
(Amanda Hilde) Akkanen
of Virginia, Darren
Akkanen of Hibbing,

Rachel (Jesse) Wiitanen of
Embarrass, Ross (Dawn)
Graupman of Eagan, Neil
(Kristina) Graupman of
Hermantown, Amy (Matt)
Eldridge of St. Johns,
Fla., Lindsey Allrich and
Michael Allrich, both of
Andover; 11 great-grand-
children; daughter-in-
law, Lori Akkanen of
Gilbert; and son-in-law,
Scott Allrich of Andover;
as well as numerous nieces
and nephews.

Beatrice L.
Waisanen

Beatrice L. Waisanen,
80, of Angora, passed
away on Saturday, Feb.
6,2021. A virtual service
will be held via Zoom at 1
p.m.on Saturday, Feb. 13,
2021. The Zoom link will
be posted on the website
of Mlaker Funeral Home
of Cook.

Scenic é{}{ivers
—Clinics—
COVID-19 Testing Available

Curbside COVID-19 testing available Mon-Fri at our Cook and
Tower Clinics. If you have symptoms of COVID-19 or have been
exposed to COVID-19 through someone with a known positive
test result, please call to schedule a testing appointment.

Testing will not be completed without an appointment.
Scenic Rivers will not bill patients for testing;
Insurance coverage will be processed when available.

Cook Medical and

Behavioral Health

Cook Dental

20 5th St SE

Open Monday - Saturday
(218) 666-5941

12 S River Street
Open Monday - Friday

(218) 666-5958
Tower Medical, Dental, and Behavioral Health

415 N 2nd St, Suite 2
Former High School Building
Open Monday - Friday

1-877-541-2817

www.ScenicRiversHealth.org

“fin

Dental:

Medical/BH: (218) 753-2405
(218) 753-6061

24 Hour Emergency Care
Available Through
Cook Hospital
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Study: Wolves use ambush
to catch and kill beavers

With extremely poor vision, beavers rely on smell to detect wolves lying in wait

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER

Managing Editor

OYAGEURS

\/ NATIONAL PARK—
Fresh wildlife research
conducted here is shedding new
light on gray wolves— and it’s
upsetting the traditional view
of how these top predators
pursue their prey.
The study, led
by Tom Gable, a

[This study]

highly flexible with wolves able
to switch between hunting modes
depending on the prey they are
hunting.
“Overafive-yearperiod, we
estimate that our field research
team collectively put in over
15,000 person-hours to search
nearly 12,000 locations where
wolves had spent time. Through
this effort, we
ended up doc-
umenting 748

PhD researcher :
at the University overturns the 1ocimons Wherg
of Minnesota traditional IlOtiOn wolves waite
was publishe(i to ambush
i i beavers but
this week in  that wolves rely
the journal . were unsuc-
Behavioral SOlely on huntlng f:eStSful,anthM
. instances where
Boology.  strategies that  wolves killed
oo e imolie S,
considere :
{ : Bice, a co-au-
ZVXO(} l\;essl Vz;lll;lo;: p Ul’SUlﬂg, teStlng, thor of the study.
pack hunters, aﬂd mﬂﬂlﬂg . Betaverls
i ave extremely
which used coop- :
erative chases dOWﬂ p rGY' Er(l)ccl)ieleyyglsr;gog:
and their stamina o0, Gable, lead researcher exclusively on
torundown large

prey, often by
exhausting animals like deer or
moose.

Yet, wolves can also be sol-
itary hunters, particularly during
non-winter months, when they
rely on beaver for much of their
diet. But how does a wolf catch
a semi-aquatic prey that spends
little time on land and never
ventures far from the safety of its
pond? Turns out with patience,
and a lot of waiting.

Through a variety of
methods, an ongoing study of
gray wolves focused on the
greater Voyageurs ecosystem
has demonstrated that wolves
use ambush hunting, a method
usually associated with cats,
which wolves have successfully
adapted to catching beavers.

This study challenges the
classic concept that wolves
are not ambush predators. “It
is the first systematic analysis
of wolf ambushing behavior,”
said Gable “and overturns the
traditional notion that wolves
rely solely on hunting strategies
that involve pursuing, testing,
and running down prey.” Instead,
wolf hunting strategies appear

their sense of
smell to detect predators on
land, which is where they are
most vulnerable. While large
in size and remarkably strong
when it comes to hauling logs
and branches, beavers have few
defenses on land against a pred-
ator the size of a wolf— other
than trying to avoid them. Yet,
they can’t rely on eyesight to do
that.Indeed,a video prepared by
theresearchers,usingalife-sized
cardboard cutout of a reclining
wolf, showed that beavers were
all but oblivious to the visual
indicator of a predator in wait.

The new research reveals
that wolves recognize the bea-
ver’s reliance on smell and that
they carefully positioned their
ambush sites downwind of areas
where they expected beavers
might be working.

“The results are very clear”
says Tom Gable, the study’s
lead-author: “89-94 percent of
the ambushing sites were down-
wind, where beavers were likely
unable to smell wolves.”

Gathering data on how
wind direction influences wolf
ambushing behavior wasn’teasy,
note the researchers. “Scientists

have long thought that ambush
predators are able to strategi-
cally choose ambush sites in
areas where prey are unable
to detect them via scent. Until
now though, documenting these
hunting tactics in exhaustive
detail proved extremely chal-
lenging.” he adds.

When staking out beavers,
wolves appear to also be sur-
prisingly patient. They spend
substantial periods of time
waiting next to areas where
beavers are active on land, such
as near beaver dams and trails.
“Wolves waited an average of 4
hours during each stakeout. But
they often waited 8-12 hours or
more, and one wolf even wait-
ed-in-ambush for 30 hours!”
said the study’s second-author
Austin Homkes.

The researchers note that
these behaviors were not unique
toafew wolves. Instead, wolves
from multiple packs across
several years used the same
ambushing methods, suggesting
that this behavior is widespread
throughout the Voyageurs eco-
system and likely other boreal
regions in North America where
wolves hunt beavers. Voyageurs
National Park is home to an
estimated 3,000 beaver, but
the species is commonly found
throughout northern Minnesota.
With less competition from
human trappers than in the
past, wolves appear to be taking
advantage of the bounty, at least
in those months of the year when
beaver are available. Related

We're your most reliable local news source!

Top: A beaver, in daylight,
ambles unconcerned in
front of a cardboard
cutout of a wolf. Wolves
are key predators of
beaver, so researchers
believe the lack of
concern over such an
image suggests that
beavers don’t rely on
sight to detect predators.

Above: A nighttime shot
of a beaver hauling an
aspen branch past the
lifesize image of a wolf.
Researchers have
concluded that beavers
rely on smell to detect
wolves. The latest
research has also
documented that wolves
will engage in ambush
hunting tactics to catch
beaver. That runs counter
to previously held beliefs
about how wolves hunt.

photos courtesy T. Gable

research from Voyageurs has
documented that beavers make
up an average of 42 percent of
a wolf’s diet in summer. While
beaver remain active throughout
the year, they spend the winter
months within their lodges,
which are largely impregnable
to wolves.

Notably, wolves and beavers
are found in the same habitats
throughout much of the northern
hemisphere, so the implications
of the latest research have wide
applicability, according to the
research team.

FUNDING

County
OKSs grants
to fight AIS

Vermilion Lake
Association to
receive $42,191

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

LAKE VERMILION —
A number of local orga-
nizations, including the
Vermilion Lake Association,
will receive grant dollars to
continue the fight against
aquatic invasive species as a
result of action this week by
the St. Louis County Board.

The county approved a
total of $654,530 in grants,
made possible from a
funding allocation from the
Minnesota Legislature.

The North St. Louis
Soil and Water Conservation
District received the largest
grant among the eight orga-
nizations thatreceived funds
this week. The district will
receive $398,600 to con-
tinue to manage watercraft
inspections, decontamina-
tion, and public education
on a dozen major lakes in
the county, including Bear
Island, Burntside, Crane,
Kabetogama, One Pine,
Pelican, Shagawa, and
Vermilion.

The board approved
a separate allocation of
$42.,191 to the Vermilion
Lake Association to further
the association’s AIS efforts
on Vermilion. In addition
to watercraft inspections,
cleaning, and education,
the VLA also engages in
habitat evaluation and threat
assessments as well as early
detection and response.

VLA president Pat
Michaelson said the finan-
cial backing from St. Louis
County makes the associa-
tion’s work possible. “We
cannot do this without their
generous support,” he said.

Jeff Lovgren, who coor-
dinates the VLLA’s AIS pre-
vention efforts noted that
the work is ongoing and
substantial. “The AIS chal-
lenge at Lake Vermilion is
very large,” said Lovgren.
“About 16,000 boats launch
at Vermilion’s 40 public and
private accesses each year.
With serious threats like
Eurasian watermilfoil, starry
stonewort,and zebra mussels
expanding in Minnesota
lakes, we must do all we can
to protect Lake Vermilion,
its fisheries, its recreational
boating, its property owners,
and its business community.”

This year, Lovgren said,
increasing the number of
inspections atLake Vermilion
resorts will be a key project
for the association. “Our
resorts attract many visitors
from out of state and from
regions in Minnesota with
AlS infestations which could
threaten our lake,” he said.

Countering this growing
AIS threat takes an army of
volunteers and significant
funding. “OurAIS volunteers
will donate over 1,500 hours
in 2021,” said Michaelson,
who organizes VLA’s vol-
unteer team. “Their efforts
allow us to stretch our
funding much farther.”

See GRANTS...pg. 5B
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The Burntside Lake

LAKE GOUNTRY FORECAST mm from NOAA weather

aimed at public awareness

Association will also and education. Friday Saturday Sunday Monday Tuesday
receive extra dollars, » $30,000 to Canosia -~ s . : - i~
totaling $19,125, for their  Township for boat inspec- ¥ % . ¥ % : F . . ¥ % . ¥ %
ongoing AlS efforts,which  tions and public education . W . e W : t - B M
will build upon the work onPike and Caribou lakes. & . & . e e A
already underway by the > $24.450 to the .

soil ar}lld water Cznsera— University of Minnesota '6 '27 '6 22 '3 '21 7 '11 12 '7

tion district.

Other AIS funding
awarded by the county
board this week includes:

> $98,000 to Wildlife
Forever for marketing their
Clean Drain Dry initiative

to install CD3 hub

boats.

Sea Grant for apilot project

tions at four public water
accesses near Duluth. The
stations will allow boaters
to self-inspect their own

sta- Ely Hi Lo Prec.Sn. Emb. Hi Lo Prec.Sn. Cook Hi Lo Prec.Sn. Orr Hi Lo Prec. Sn. Tower Hi Lo Prec. Sn.
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SNOWMOBILES!
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Park Inn

SAMZ

Mon-Thurs: 4-7 PM
Open 10 AM « 7 days a week

Saturday Happy Tabs:
Sat: 10 AM-3 PM

1225 Old Winton Road Ely, MN
218-365-4175

Gateway to
- Voyageurs Nat’l Park e SNOWMOBILES WELGOME
On beautiful ear °"" Hours:
Pelican Lake BAR & DINING ROOM
ORR, MN OPEN DAILY Right off the Taconite Trail Friday thru Sunday
5 un esaiey VN Logiirg between Tower & Ely... Noon-Close ﬂg e
o unit motel » Satelite Lodging - Gas * - ATM next to Soudan’s Only Store!
Refrigerators « FREE wireless Mechanic On-Site N
Sporting Goods * Bait SNOWMOBILE RENTALS » Comfy, cozy rooms &30
Tackle * Maps * Gifts & More * Great rates starting at 05 x
- $88 per night VA o
' o Wifi v
* Continental breakfast -
NEW PROJECT/CLASSROOM o ﬁl
= on lower level! . 4
4513 Hwy 53, Orr MN ) ) _ - ;
218-757-3272 -800-882-6287 218-753-2333 7 CESERVENOW! 2007 Gty Rd 77, Tower, MN
normansorrmn.com ww.voyagaire.com 30 Center Street, Soudan E12-208-1800 OR WWW YOUREDATCLUB.COM 218-753-2964
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: |
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Wed-Thurs: 3 PM-9 PM
Fri, Sat, Sun: Noon-9 PM

3191 Hwy 77, Tower
(Daisy Bay, Lake Vermilion)

753-6277 Bar/Restaurant
753-5707 Pizza

GOOD OL’ DAYS

JANISCH

-

* Daily meal speciak

& Homea made soups
& chill

& Frickony fish fry

— REALTY —
(218) 780-6644

414 Main St, Tower 55790
218.753.2950

www.timberjay.com

316 Main 3t, Tower
218-153-6097

www.goodoldaystower.com

JanischRealty.com
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MORTHERN WEAR
Retail Manager

Wintergreen Northern Wear créates quality
outdoor apparel on the main street of Ely,
MN and is looking for a friendly, outgoing and
experienced individual to join our retail team!
If you’re looking for a dynamic position with
competitive wages that will keep you busy
full ime and year round, contact by email
at sola@wintergreennorthernwear.com or by
phone at 218-365-6602. Customer Service or
Retail experience required. Preferred experi-
ence: Manager experience, love of the out-
doors and computer-savvy. Offering $16 an
hour starting wage for experienced individ-
uals. Benefits included. Position is Full-time,
40 hours a week. Feel free to swing by the
store 205 East Sheridan Street for more infor-
mation and to meet some of the crew! 219

Office Manager

Flexible hours. Competitive pay. Experience
using QuickBooks and Microsoft Office.

To apply: Send resume to
Immanuel Lutheran Church
PO Box 466, Tower, MN 55790 2519

.|
Winter
MORTHERN

Sewing

Wintergreen Northern Wear creates quality
outdoor apparel on the main street of Ely,
MN. We are looking for creative, talented
individuals to sew our garments. Have pre-
vious sewing experience? We’'ll train you on
our industrial machines. Livable wages and
a cheery, clean work environment. Call 218-
365-6602 or email sola@wintergreennorth-
ernwear.com for more information. Apply
by email or at our store located at 205 East
Sheridan Street, Ely, MN. Position is Full-
time, 40 hours a week. 2119

CCIl
WEAR

Network Director -
Ely Behavioral Health Network

The Ely Behavioral Health Network (Ely
BHN) is currently hiring for a half-time to full-
time Network Director.

The Ely BHN is a collaborative network
which includes area nonprofits, mental
health providers, Public Health, healthcare
providers, and community members. Our
goal is to work together to expand access
to, coordinate, and improve the quality of
behavioral health care in the rural North East
(NE) Iron Range communities of Babbitt, Ely,
Embarrass, Isabella, Soudan, Tower, Winton
and surrounding townships.

This is an exciting opportunity for an indi-
vidual seeking a challenging and rewarding
career working with an innovative behav-
ioral health network. The Network Director
will work under the direction of the BHN
Governance Group to implement the net-
work’s goals and objectives. This position
manages a team of staff to implement the
BHN’s work and is also responsible for
grants management, financial management,
reporting, networking, and other strategic
initiatives.

Preferred experience and qualifications

« Proficiency in Microsoft Office products

+ Excellent written & oral communication,
organization, and time management skills

+ BA/BS degree

+ Experience in grants management

+ Experience working in and managing teams
+ Experience with budgeting, accounting,
and financial policies

+ Strong writing skills

+ Public speaking and facilitation

+ Familiarity with behavioral health, health-
care, and/or human services

+ Grant writing experience

* Proficient problem solver

Salary and benefits:

- Starting pay rate of $21/hour

+ PTO and Holiday Pay

TO APPLY: If interested, contact us for
more information at jennys@elybhn.org. If
applying, email resume, cover letter, and
three references to jennys@elybhn.org by
February 22, 2021.

Published in the Timberjay, Feb. 12 & 19, 2021

RESORT CARETAKER
COUPLE WANTED

Vintage Vermilion Cabins and Retreat
is seeking a couple for our caretaker
position. The retreat is a 5-cabin rental,
housekeeping resort on Black Bay on
Lake Vermilion.

Duties include yard work, boat tending and
routine maintenance on buildings/proper-
ty and equipment on-site, cabin prep for
guests (cleaning, changing linens, laundry)
and serving as resort host(s) (which includes
welcoming visitors, explaining amenities,
answering questions and providing assis-
tance as necessary).

Should possess basic carpentry and
mechanical skills, be self-starters, present-
able appearance with an outgoing personali-
ty that enjoys and promotes effective interac-
tion with guests. Moderate/light duty physical
activity required. Should have own truck.

Seasonal position. (May 1 through mid-
October). Some paid time off will provided.
Personal and job references will be required.
Competitive salary. Required to live at resort
24/7. New 2021 Coachman 30’ RV [model]
set up on private lakeside site. For further
information on the resort, please see our
website at www.vintagevermilion.com.

Please send a cover letter/resume to
akoski@stadigjohnson.com.

Boundary Waters Care
Center is looking for
motivated caregivers in
the following positions:

Certified Nursing Assistant-

Flexible Full-Time and Part-Time Positions
Available. Benefits are available for full time
positions, competitive pay up to $18.36 per
hour (with experience credit pay given to
qualified applicants), paid time off.

Nursing Assistant in Training-

Boundary Waters Care Center is offering
Certified Nursing Assistant classes, free of
charge to the student! We offer the opportu-
nity to work in the facility as a Nurse Assistant
while enrolled in the class to become certi-
fied.

Apply today at
https://boundarywaterscc.com/careers/

For more information contact Sarah Spate,
Human Resources, 200 W Conan St, Ely,
MN 55731, or sspate@boundarywaterscc.
com, or 218-365-8756. 2112

Engineering Aide Trainee

(Temporary)
Apply by 02/12/2021

Heavy Equipment Mechanic
Apply by 02/12/2021

Highway Laborer (Temporary)
Apply by 02/12/2021

Intern Trainee- Public Health &

Human Services
Apply by 03/08/2021

www.stlouiscountymn.gov
or call 218-726-2422

Equal Opportunity and Veteran-Friendly Employer 2/12

King Crossword

ACROSS
1 To boot

5 Tummy mus-

cles
8 Writer Rice
12 Appeared
suddenly
14 Earth
15 Regatta
16 Pout
17 "—a
Camera"
18 Decisive
moments

20 A Musketeer

23 Prejudice
24 Reddish
horse

25 Lake activity

28 CCVxX
29 Pre-diplom
hurdles

30 Dig in
32 Straw hats

34 Carton sealer DOWN

a

"Cheers"
11 BPOE mem- 33 Granny

51 Whig'srival 10 Egyptian river

bers Smiths

35 Schoolorgs. 1 NYPDalert 13 Historic times 34 Mild cheese
36 Used a 2 Brit's 19 "Phooey!" 36 Bulb measure
sponge restroom 20 Branch 37 Slapstick

37 Stir-fry veggie 3 Hotel amenity 21 Pyramid, arsenal

40 Crony 4 Choice maybe 38 Jazzy James

41 Slanted type 5 Leading man? 22 Saintlyring 39 Seniors' org.
(Abbr,) 6 TampaBay 23 Wild pigs 40 Cushions

42 Yacht lover's NFLer 25 Challah holder 43 Flamenco
event 7 Dishesnot 26 Tide variety cheer

47 French 101 on the regular 27 Be slack- 44 Med. plan
verb menu jawed option

48 Veteran 8 Homeof St. 29 "Beetle 45 Not 'neath

49 Easy targets Francis Bailey" dog 46 Like some

50 Ballot marks 9 Entre — 31 Danson of humor
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EMPLOYMENT

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE OF
ANNUAL
MEETING

i

VERMILION
COUNTRY
VERMILION COUNTRY SCHOOL

The Vermilion Country School Annual
Meeting will be held on Thursday, Feb. 25,
2021 at 5 p.m. at Vermilion Country School.
If you wish to attend remotely, please emalil
fzobitz@vermilioncountry.org for information.
There will be an overview of school opera-
tions, along with election of board members.
Any questions, please contact Jodi Summit at
218-753-2950 or jsummit@vermilioncountry.
org.

Bearville Township
Board of Audit

Bearville Township Board of Audit Meeting
The Bearville Township Board of Audit
is scheduled for Tuesday, February 23,
2021 at 6:30 p.m. at the Bearville Town
Hall. This meeting will consist of auditing
the books for the year ending December
31, 2020 and preparing proposed levies
to submit to the Annual Town Meeting.

March Board Meeting

The Bearville Township Board of Supervisors
March meeting is re-scheduled to Tuesday,
March 16 at 6:30 p.m. at the Bearville Town
Hall. Masks are required. Due to social dis-
tancing in-person attendance by the public
will be limited. Online access to the meet-
ing will be available. Please contact Kathy
Cressy, Clerk if you would like to attend.
218-376-4495 or bearvi@frontiernet.net.

Kathy Cressy, Bearville Township Clerk

Published in the Timberjay, Feb. 5 & 12, 2021

KUGLER TOWNSHIP
BOARD OF AUDIT and
REGULAR MEETING NOTICE

The Kugler Town Board will hold their Annual
Board of Audit on Tuesday, February 16,
2021 at 6 p.m. at the Town Hall. The regular
monthly meeting will follow. Social distancing
and mask-wearing rules will be followed.

Christopher Suihkonen, Town Clerk

Published in the Timberjay, Feb. 12, 2021

HOSPITAL & CARE CENTER
Our Specialty is You

OPEN POSITIONS

Care Center

PT Nursing Assistant (wage starting
at $16.36/hr - Sign-On Bonus)

Hospital/ER

Environmental Services
Casual Laundry Aide
Casual Housekeeping & Laundry

3 PT Registered Nurse (wage starting at

$34.06/hr- Sign-On Bonus)

TO APPLY:

Information Technology (IT) yww.cookhospital.org/join-o

PT Information Specialist

Activities

PT Activities Assistant

Sis-666-6330
humanresources@cookhospital.org

The Cack Hosprtal & Care Genter offers compelitve pay and benefits
noiing PERA retrerment, Health and Dertol coverape, Lifie and LT,

3|4

6

3 5 1

Place a number in the empty boxes in such a way
that each row across, each column down and
each small 9-box square contains all of the

DIFFICULTY THIS WEEK: ¢ ¢

€ Moderate ¢ 4 Challenging

numbers from one to nine.

4 ¢ ¢ HOO BOY!

© 2021 King Features Synd., Inc.
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J TIMBERJAY CLASSIFIEDS

Considerations of perso

resources prevent the newspaper from investigating |
ads placed in the classified section. If you respond 1
to an ad, we urge you to use the same care and |

nal privacy,

prudence that you would use when conducting busi-
ness in any other situation.
AUTOMOTIVE BUILDING
[ - SERVICES
angevin Auto
& Truck Repair
Auto Renre & Goarage| | EASTRURVERSAVMLLIN T
5'?\%'18: SSAMtBS FI:I\'IA' M-F “Put A Piece Of
iles South of Tower Northern
218-749-0751 Minnesota
In Your Home”
HAIR CARE Superior Quality
DREAMWEAVER SALON & * Plank Paneling
DAY SPA-  Open Monday- o Ttim
Frday 8:30 = 6:30. 218-666- |, One.0f-A-Kind Moldings
* Industrial Lumber
HOSPICE 218-744-1788
VIRGIE HEGG HOSPICE 8825 HWy 101, Iron, MN 55751

PARTNERS can provide help
for patients and their fami-
lies in ways such as: comfort
care, massages, last wishes
and more. For more informa-
tion, contact Program Director
Becca Bundy at 218-780-5423
or vhhpdirector@gmail.com.
This ad is paid for by Virgie
Hegg Hospice Partners.

SUPPORT
GROUPS

Ely AA OPEN GROUP
MEETINGS- in person meet-
ings, Wednesdays & Saturdays
at 7:30 p.m. at First Lutheran
Church, 915 E Camp St., Ely

MS SUPPORT GROUP- meets
the second Friday of the month
at 1 p.m. at the Babbitt Municipal
Building, senior room. Open to
all. For information contact Mary
at 218-827-8327.

ORR AA meets Tuesdays at
8 p.m. at Holy Cross Catholic
Church, Orr.

ELY CO-DEPENDENTS
MEETING- Fridays at noon-St.
Anthony’s Church Classroom
3-Use west side entrance. For
more information go to coda.org
on the web.

OVEREATERS ANONYMOUS-
Meetings every Wednesday
at 4:30 p.m. at Our Savior's
Lutheran Church, Virginia.

BABBITT AL-ANON- meets
Thursdays at 7 p.m. in
the upstairs of Woodland
Presbyterian Church.

AL-ANON FAMILY GROUP-
Are you troubled by someone’s
drinking? Al-Anon Family Group
is a community-based mutual
support program for the friends
and families of alcoholics. It is
confidential and open to any-
one affected by someone else’s
drinking. Hope Lutheran Church
in Embarrass hosts an Al-Anon
group on Monday evenings at 6
p.m. 218-984-2037.

VIRGINIA.  AA  WOMEN'’S
MEETING- Ladies by the Lake.
Tuesdays at 12 noon. Peace
United Methodist Church, 303
S 9th Ave, please use side door
and parking.

AA OPEN MEETING-
Thursdays at 7 p.m. at
Woodland Presbyterian Church,
Acacia Blvd. and Central Drive
in Babbitt.

ELY WOMEN'S OPEN AA
MEETING- Every Monday at
noon at Ledgerock Community
Church, 1515 E Camp St., Ely

IF YOU THINK YOU HAVE A
PROBLEM WITH DRUGS, give
yourself a break. There is a
way out with the help of other
recovering addicts in Narcotics
Anonymous. We have been
there. For meeting or other
information call 218-728-3199.
(Narcotics Anonymous is a
non-profit organization.)

HIV/AIDS? For confidential com-
passionate local support call the
Rural AIDS Action Network, toll-
free 1-888-647-RAAN(7226).

HOME FOR SALE

BEAUTIFUL COUNTRY HOME
FOR SALE situated on 4.8
acres. Very modern, Energy
efficient, private setting. Call or
text 218-290-5370 with ques-
tions. 2/12

— King Crossword —

Answers

Solution time: 22 mins.
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Subscribe t0 the
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WANTED

SELIGA CANOES WANTED:
We'll buy old Seligas in Good
Shape. Turn your classic canoe
into cash. Call Steve at 365-
6745. tfn

N

y A

Frank’s Marine
Sales & Service
Mercury, Crestliner, Lund
www.franksmarinesales.com
franksmarine@centurytel.net

Hwy 53, Orr « Call 218-757-3150

Hime and T - ——— o o

Try out the Timberjay classifieds
Line classifieds cost 30¢/word, $6.00 minimum.
Classified ads can be run a second time at half price
(private parties only). We now accept payment by
Visa, Mastercard, AmEXx, and Discover. Call your ad in to
218-753-2950. Display (boxed) classifieds
are billed by the “inch”- please call for prices
and information on discounts.

Call Today - 218-753-2950 or 218-365-3114

MARINE

MARINE

TIMBUKTY

N ARITNA
21E-666-2 131
401 thak Narvaws 16d - Gk M%
Cabin renials
Year round boat
stornge nml dockoge
Boal and pentoon
renial
Convenienee siore

zas, hait & liguor

Konge.

TIMBUKTU
MAFRINE

LAKE VERMILION
21 5-666-2276

2473 Vermalllon lv - Uesl MY

Fremier

___Hondioors
LIEERES
-:‘?ﬂmfﬁ I‘:; MERCURY

$suzua 2 YAMAHA

Sales, service, sinrage, boat lifis,
darks, trailers amd arcesnaries

timbukimmarina.com

tim bukiumarine.com

JARONSOI
BOAT "tJ-\' ORKS
LAKE VERMILION, TOWER

Located two miles southwest
of Tower on Hwy. 169

December Open by Appt. Only
Please text
or call 218-753-4190
vencuy LUND R

Flandberg’s J

ALAENA =

MAELD it EYAMAHA
EVERREDE ,ﬁ Boankager @ GODIRE:

Sales * Service

R ELS
General Store

218-993-2214
www.handbergs.com

PUBLIC

NOTICE

CERTIFICATE OF
ASSUMED NAME
Minnesota Statutes, Chapter
333. The filing of an assumed
name does not provide a user
with exclusive rights to that
name. The filing is required for
consumer protection in order
to enable customers to be able
to identify the true owner of a

business.

Assumed Name:

Red Fox Forestry
PRINCIPAL  PLACE
BUSINESS:

45 S Erie Street, Aurora, MN
55705 United States
NAMEHOLDER(S):

Kelvin C. Tryon, 45 S Erie
Street, Aurora, MN 55705
United States

OF

By typing my name, |, the
undersigned, certify that | am
signing this document as the
person whose signature is
required, or as agent of the

person(s) whose signature
would be required who has
authorized me to sign this
document on his/her behalf,
or in both capacities. | further
certify that | have completed
all required fields, and that
the information in this docu-
ment is true and correct and in
compliance with the applicable
chapter of Minnesota Statutes.
| understand that by signing
this document | am subject
to the penalties of perjury as
set forth in Section 609.48 as
if | had signed this document
under oath.

Dated: February 7, 2021
SIGNED BY: Kelvin C. Tryon
MAILING ADDRESS: none
provided

Published in the Timberjay,
Feb. 12 & 19, 2021

NOWFLAUES

by Japheth Light

There are 13 black hexagons in the
puzzle. Place the numbers 1 -6
around each of them. No number can
be repeated in any partial hexagon
shape along the border of the puzzle.

DIFFICULTY THIS WEEK: ¢ ¢ ¢
Oy €€ Vedium €€ @ Dificut
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MOCCASIN POINT
MARINE

4655 Moccasin Point Rd
Lake Vermilion

218-753-3319

Storage, Boat Rentals,
Service/Repairs/Sales
Mechanic on Duty

moccasinpointmarine.com

&YAMAHA

@mitivsa

e kg S Sadousie

+ Boat launch, rental,
store & repair

+ Cabins for a great,
fun vacation

See us at: www.grubens.com
Call us at: 218.753.5000
4296 Arrowhead Point Rd,

Tower MN 55790

=

Centrally Located On
Lake Vermilion

Covered Wet & Dry Boat Storage
Lease or Purchase Options
Matina * Mechanic on Duty
Convenience Store

24-Hour Fuel ¢ Live Bait

4551 Bradley Road, Tower * 753-5457
www.shamrocklanding.com

Super Crossword M0
ACROSS 45 Volt-per- 85 Actor Ralph 128 SEALs' mil. 38 Nev. 82 Rice —
1 Kuwaiti rulers ampere unit having branch neighbor (cereal)
6Pintohanga 46 Stephen of reacheda 129 Renowned 39 Yoga pad 83 Assists
chapeau on film saloon’s 40 Comn bases 86 Archer's skill
12 Clothes 49 Temporarily counter? DOWN 41 Cronus' wife 87 Pt. of NATO
16 “This is s0 smiling 89 “— -haw!” 1 Pixieish one 42 Singer 88 Ball balancer
frustrating!” broadly? 90 Suffix with 2Damagea Sumac 92 In a single
19 Maui porch 56 With brilliant bit 47 Audience try
20 Single-celled 34-Across, 91 Rod go-with 3 — funk (sad) extras 93 Wicked act
creature ‘Green Eggs 92 Memo starter 4 Ninth Muslim 48 Really suffer 94 Wingtip tip
21 Old term for and Ham” 96 Group month 49 Licked parts 95 Walk- —
margarine character journey that 5 Gangster of envelopes (small roles)
22 Sooner than, 59 Sweetheart has made Bugsy 50 Actress 97 Santa —
in sonnets 60 Oklahoma everyone 6 Singer Chaplin {hot winds)
23 Incriminated city really Emmylou 51 KOA patron 98 Entraps
dancer 61 Shoe retailer hungry? 7Yote— 52 Newsy bits 99 Walk- — (no-
Ginger 62 Former flying 104 Memo starter 8 Romanwrap 53 Tax-free appointment
with false inits. 106 British rocker 9 Small chirp bond, in brief customers)
evidence? 63 Gas suffix Brian 10 Spanishriver 54 Isragli airline 100 “I meant
25 Possible 64 Tuscany city 107 Cold camival 11 llluminated 55 Adult males Someone
cause of 66 Negative treats like old 56 Supported else”
sneezing particle 108 Group of streets 57 Oscar winner, 101 Real thing
27 Petri dish 67 lowa’s free truck drivers 12 “Beat it, kid!” eg. 102 Qatari port
gel 68 Tony-winning who were 13 Actor 58 Not go right 103 “The —
28 A handsome musical once in the Guinness or straight Cometh”
Greek god performed same college 14 Back area while driving 104 Monks’ home
put half-and- in France’s fraternity? 15 Foreshadow 64 Paper unit 105 — Haute,
half in his capital? 115 “Afterthat..” 16 Some math 65 Actor Ziering Indiana
coffee? 73 Graynorof 116 Belgium's specialists 66 Lend — 109 Despot of
30 Scholars’ “The Sitter” capital 17 French city (listen) old
milieu 74 Nabisco 117 Doubled 18 Ibsen’s “— 69 Inuit- 110 Architect
34 See treats radius of Gabler” language Saarinen
56-Across 76 Valleys atoyona 24 Matriarch word for 111 Utah ski site
35 Mini-plateau 77 Wish to undo string? 26 Pitch a tent *house” 112 Ages on
36 Cormhusk- 78 Pince- — 122 Go astray 29— -di-dah!” 70 Small error end
wrapped 79 6/6/44 123 Infro studio 30 Feasted 71 Chi-Town 113 Meg of film
treats 80 Colonel course 31 Nev. daily paper 114 Japanese
found in an North, briefly 124 By wagering neighbor 72 Let —sigh noodle
underground 82 Broadway 125 Plantusedto 32 Docs’ org. 75 Popeye’s gal 118 Actor Patel
vault? star Rivera make tequila 33 — worse 800ld Dodge 119 Tit for —
43 Pizazz 84 Spokane-to- 126 Hankering than death 81 Corrosive 120 Night before
44 Psychic glow Boise dir. 127 Pony pattern 37 Rhine feeder cleansers 121 Ruby, e.g.
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MPROVEMENT

. Real Egstatf’ Fin Licensed Septic Design
osing Services, | | MR g installation
Title Insurance
& Abstracting & Complete Site & Building Preparation
# Road Building, Land Clearing,
Basement, Demolition

Cement Trucks, Bulldmg Materials
Septic-pumping Trucks, Dirt

Well-drillin g E qllip ment Northeast Title Company ELY OFFICE

has competitive rates and 545 E Sheridan St « Ely, MN 55731

Propane Deliver professional services assuring ~ Phone (218)365-5256 ¢ Digging, Dozing, Hauling
P Y peace of mind for our  Angie Mikulich ¢ Sand, Gravel, Crushed Rock, Black Dirt
customers before and after  Licensed Closing Agent :
Carl Anderson dlosing. W take pride in our Call for an estimate * 218-365-4220

And B I I service and have a proven  VIRGINIA OFFICE 2408 .Hwy. 169, PO ng 608, EIy,. MN 55731
0"30" al'ﬂ nﬂ, |IG. history of being a leader in the 612 13 St S « Virginia MN 55792 jschulze.excavating2@gmail.com
industry. Customers can expect  Phone (218)741-1515

ﬂell 218'780'4955 quality services and products  Jodee Micheletti
m_anuersnnllarging_com along with a professional - Owner/Licensed Closing Agent

staff that takes pride in every

closing. Our warm, friendly, and - c0OK/SURROUNDING AREAS

Covering all of Lake Vermilion professional approach in all of - py-one'(918)666.3174
our transactions ensures our Sharon Maronick

customers a level of comfort that | ; .
L /| A
is unmatched in the industry. icensed Closing Agent

INSURANCE e 12806 Fwy. 1, Cook, MN _ Lic EA756990

Shawn & Diane 507-272-3882
Tower-Soudan Agency CEDG on SAI‘E'
& Palo Mutual S|l Ton't Miss Or WEEKLY Specials

Valspar Interior Latex

T&G Paneling

Reversible V-joint & Nickel Spaced u\'\\
-

Your Independent Insurance Agency $2.30 linear ft N Ceiling Paint...$31.99
—_— — WHILE SUPPLIES LAST S 6t Extra H Dut
o . . EXtra Reavy Duty
B TD Phone/Fax: 218.666.5344 |
e % Hours: Mon. Fri: 7-5, Sat: 8-12 Fiberglass Stepladder...$109.99
COOK BUILDING CENTER eric@cookbuildingcenter.com

l&i\. =
Egnuwﬁ Ruffies Contractor Bags
Sl 42-gal, 24-ct, 3-mil...$17.99

lo¢t these experts help VERMILION LUMBER

T:}Ihn HOME OF THE PROFESSIONALS

. . I .753-
We Can Insure: with gour ngxt project Luber | 302 Mot er sowen, N visa| )
Residential, Seasonal, Island and =T o, J

Non-Road Access Properties

218-753-2101
415 Main St.
Tower, MN
www.towersoudanagency.com

b
Imagine The Difference You Can Make oo You ll Love Our

DONATE - Huge Selection! (&
YOUR CAR ¢/ Sauna Stoves

18442%2533,21 & Accessories e ——
e 4= o TAX DEDUCTIBLE | V Tile
mﬂfmﬂgt ] (V4 Flooring

im"l cBl]“d - .

| | v Carpet & Rugs
¢/ Storage Systems

¢/ Countertops

¢/ Bathrooms —
¢/ Cabinets Galore! Sl

¢ AND More!

Help Prevent Blindness
Get A Vision Screening Annually

BIG Encugh to Serve you; small Enough to Know You
=== FLOOR to CEILING'

& 8401 Enterprise Drive N., Virginia/Mt. Iron
E {1/2 Mile West on Highway 169) -741-6630

NORTHERN COMMUNITY RADIO

d e o ) — Super Crossword ——

KAXE 91.7 FM Grand Rapids Adverstising SHHW{LQ”LS Answers
B.9 M Brainerd PAYS OFF! solution AANAR BACEDR BRES BAk
KBXE 90.5 FM Bagley/Bemidji & FIR[A[M[ED|R[0]C|E[R SIH[E[A[D]C/O[L]|D
.. . . ‘“i $ - c~ArRMAlFoL[Lo[cRIE[AIME[D
Independent, nonprofit community radio _ﬁ" Alc|A[D|E[M[1]A [A[M ME[S[A
serving Northern Minnesota. : vl \M"' ) EfﬁfﬁLEsiﬁg'\:THEgz;P;EA
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