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ELY –  The  S t a t e  o f
Minnesota is not in the habit of
borrowing money to pay for city
street projects.

Minnesota State Senator
Tom Bakk forcefully remind-
ed  Ely Mayor Chuck Novak of
that fact of life this week.

The  E ly  Economic
Development Joint Powers
Board hosted their annual leg-
islative forum at the Grand Ely
Lodge Monday afternoon.

Bakk opened the session by
summarizing the year ahead
for the legislature. The state leg-
islative session starts Feb. 20
and will run until May 20

“We did a two-year budget
in the state last year,” Bakk said.
“So, the main thing that happens
this year is our budget forecast,
where we see how the revenues
are coming in as compared to
how they were forecasted last
February.”

With the new revenue fore-
cast numbers, released on

Tuesday and showing a $188
million shortfall, the governor
will develop a supplemental
budget of things he wants to
submit to the legislature. “We
will either have more money or
less money, or about the same,
but it will determine what is
available for us to spend,” Bakk
said.

A potential general fund
bonding bill of up to $1 billion
is a real possibility this year,

‘We’re not paying to fix your streets’
Ely mayor gets schooled in state bonding realities

Ely Mayor Chuck Novak reacts Monday to being told by
State Sen. Tom Bakk that the city’s continuing bonding
request for their 17th Avenue reconstruction project will
likely never be approved. photo by K. Vandervort

by KEITH VANDERVORT
Ely Editor

Snow City
Orr celebrates the season

Santa made a stop
in Orr last Saturday
during this year’s
Snow City celebra-
tion. He rode in the
parade, along with
the Grinch, and then
visited with children
at the Legion Hall,
where community
members gathered
for coffee, treats
and conversation,
plus had the chance
to shop at the craft
show. The annual
event is sponsored
by the Orr Chamber.
photos by M. Roach

REGIONAL— Lower taconite
production in 2016 combined with
a sales tax exemption applied to mine
processing equipment in 2015, have
contributed to a third straight year
of reduced tax receipts to the state
and local governments in the region. 

According to the 2017 Mining
Tax Guide, just released by the
Minnesota Department of Revenue,
tax receipts levied on the industry
fell to $80.56 million, their lowest
level since 2009, when the financial
crash shuttered most mines on the
Iron Range. 

As recently as 2013, the state
levied taxes totaling $141.9 million.
While the state and county levy a
number of taxes on the industry, the
production tax, which currently
amounts to $2.66 per ton, makes up
the lion’s share. 

That means reductions in total
taconite production due to layoffs
and shutdowns can have a big impact
on the amount of taxes the industry
generates. Production tax dollars

Taconite taxes
drop for third
straight year

See...FORUM pg. 10

Lower production,
sales tax exemption
cited for reduction

REGIONAL—  A bill that
would restore two federal mineral
leases to Chilean-based Antofagasta
and its proposed Twin Metals mine,
and halt a two-year study of a pro-
posed mineral withdrawal in the
Superior National Forest, narrow-
ly passed the U.S. House last
Thursday— but in the end it may

not matter. 
The measure— dubbed the

MINER Act or H.R. 3905— was
introduced by Republican Rep. Tom
Emmer and backed by Eighth
District DFL Congressman Rick
Nolan. It reverses two decisions
made in the final weeks of the
Obama administration, but also
rewrites the rules that authorize the
president to offer future protec-
tions to federal lands in Minnesota

without congressional approval. 
The vote on the measure, which

had originally been scheduled for
Nov. 29, was pushed back a day
when it became clear to House
leadership that the bill lacked the
votes to pass it. While the Republican
and Democratic caucuses often vote
along party lines, Emmer’s bill
faced more than the usual opposi-
tion from fellow Republicans.
Pushback from the national

Campaign to Save the Boundary
Waters, along with opposition from
organizations like the League of
Conservation Voters (LCV), helped
convince 23 Republican House
members, including Minnesota
Third District Congressman Erik
Paulsen, to oppose the measure. In
the end, it passed 216-204, a remark-
ably close vote in a Congress where

Emmer bill passed narrowly in the House - but will it matter?
by MARSHALL HELMBERGER

Managing Editor
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REGIONAL— New data
pub l i shed  by  t he  U .S .
Environmental  Protection
Agency last week confirms that
Tow er-ba sed  Lampp a
Manufacturing is producing the
cleanest and most efficient wood
burning furnace on the market
today.

In fact, it’s in a league entirely
of its own, with emissions that
are orders of magnitude lower
than their nearest competitors,
and an efficiency rating that is
on par with standard-efficiency
oil furnaces. 

The company’s primary
wood furnace, known as the
Vapor-Fire 100, is so clean that
the EPA certified it in September
as meeting strict emission stan-
dards that don’t take effect until
2020. As of today, it’s the only
wood furnace manufactured in
the U.S. that has met the new
standard. Under the EPA rules,

wood furnaces that don’t meet
the standard won’t be able to be
sold in the U.S. beginning in less
than three years. 

So how much cleaner is
Lamppa’s Vapor-Fire furnace?
According to EPA-approved
testing data, the Lamppa furnace
emits just 0.72 grams of partic-
ulates per hour. That compares
to an average of 6.54 grams for
the ten other wood furnaces cur-
rently on the market. The next
closest furnace emits 2.84 grams
of particulates per hour, while
the worst emits more than 11
grams per hour. 

Particulates include fine ash
particles that can cause respira-
tory problems, particularly in
cities where wood-burning in
common. Concerns about win-
tertime air quality in many mid-
sized cities helped prompt the
EPA to enact the stricter emissions
standards.

The Vapor-Fire also enjoys
the highest efficiency rating, at
a whopping 79 percent. That’s

well above the 68.7 average effi-
ciency rating of the ten other
wood furnace competitors. And
the remaining wood furnaces
still on the market are among the
best of the industry, since numer-
ous other manufacturers were
shuttered following the imple-
mentation of new standards in
2015. 

While the remaining manu-
facturers are scrambling to try to
meet the new 2020 standards,
Lamppa’s has benefitted from
the company’s long history of
seeking to build a cleaner wood
stove. “This isn’t something that
they started working on three
years ago,” said Dale Horihan,
operations manager at Lamppa
Manufacturing. “Both Daryl and
Herb started this 40 years ago,
long before anyone else cared
about the effect on the environ-
ment,” added Horihan. “It’s been
years of trial and error to get
where they are today.” 

That relentless focus has
given Daryl an extraordinary

understanding of how
fire burns in a con-
trolled environment.
“He  unde r s t ands
what’s going on inside
the fire box without
even opening the
door.”

The word is appar-
ently getting out. “It’s
been fun working
here,” said Horihan.
“It’s busy. I have a
hard time doing anything but
being on the phone here.”

The company is currently in
the process of planning an expan-
sion that will allow them to sig-
nificantly ramp up production
by late 2018. The company is
work ing  wi th  the  Tower

Economic  Deve lopmen t
Authority and the Iron Range
Resources and Rehabilitation
Board to build a new production
facility in Tower’s business park.
The current timeline has the
company in the new facility by
next fall. 

ST. PAUL—The state
of Minnesota may be facing
red ink once again, accord-
ing to the latest state revenue
forecast, issued on Tuesday.
A combination of lower
expected revenues, higher
state spending, and eco-
nomic uncertainty prompt-
ed the change in the budget
forecast, according to offi-
cials with the Minnesota
Management and Budget.
The latest forecast projects

a $188 million deficit in
the current two-year budget
cycle and a $586 million
deficit in the 2020-21 bien-
nium.

“Today’s forecast is a
reali ty check,” MMB
Commissioner Myron
Frans told reporters on
Tuesday. “The risk that our
current economic expansion
will come to an end is real.
We always have to remem-
ber how quickly surpluses
can turn to deficits.”

The gap is relatively
small against a $45 billion
biennial budget, but it marks
a surprising turnaround after

years of hefty state sur-
pluses. Yet even as the fore-
cast was being issued, state
officials were discounting
its significance, noting the
continued uncertainty over
tax changes in Washington,
D.C., and the economic
impact of those changes.
State economists also made
note of the fact that the
current economic expan-
sion, which began in 2009,
is already one of the longest
on record in the U.S., posing
the potential for a reversal
in the businsess cycle.

REGIONAL— As
cold winter weather settled
in this week, the Minnesota
Department of Commerce
is encouraging eligible
Minnesotans to get help
paying their heating bills
through the state’s Energy
Assistance Program.

“Heating your home
is a necessity in Minnesota,
and energy assistance is
essential for vulnerable
Minnesotans, especially
low income families with

young children, people
with disabilities, veterans
and  s en io r s , ”  s a id
Commerce Commissioner
Jessica Looman.

Households that earn
less than 50 percent of the
state’s median annual
income ($48,077 for a
family of four) are eligible
for the Energy Assistance
Program.

Energy assistance
funds help low-income
homeowners and renters
pay for heating bills
through grant money paid
directly to utility companies
and heating fuel vendors

on behalf of eligible house-
holds. 

In October, the Energy
Ass i s t ance  P rog ram
received over $102 million
in federal funds, or about
90 percent of the total funds
expected for the program
this year. 

I n  no r thea s t e rn
Minnesota,  residents
shou ld  con t ac t  t he
Arrowhead Economic
Opportunity Agency at
218-749-2912 to sign up
for this assistance. 

2   December 8, 2017 TIMBERJAY Newspapers

MANUFACTURING

Lamppa wood furnaces cleanest on the market

Right: 
Daryl Lamppa and
his father Herb
worked together to
develop their 
remarkable wood 
furnace.

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER

Managing Editor

New EPA data shows Tower-based stove company in a class by itself
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Briefly

Budget forecast
heralds possible
deficits ahead

Apply now for
heating help

Destination Embarrass
“Birch, Berries & Boughs”

Friday & Saturday • 10 AM-4 PM
December 8 & 9

Nelimark Homestead Museum
(Hwy 21 across from Timber Hall)

Come our of the cold and join us for coffee,
goodies, good conversation, fresh baked goods.

speciality gift items, greenery and antiques

Early Frost Greenhouse
Gift Items, Food & More Available at the Nelimark

Northern Comfort B&B and Gifts
Barn Sale & Moving Sale (4776 Waisanen Road)

Greenery available at the B&B

APARTMENTS FOR RENT

Vermilion Housing Corporation
currently is taking applications for

1 and 2 bedroom apartments in
Tower and Soudan.

RENT SUBSIDY AVAILABLE
CALL 218-753-6111

Please leave your name and address
and application form will be sent.

Opera House
Vintage Market

Opera House
Vintage Market

307 1st St. N., Virginia
Mon-Fri 10-5 & Sat 9-3



ELY – As Duluth Mayor
Emily Larson completes her
second year in office, she is trav-
eling around the Iron Range to
meet and greet various city
leaders. 

Larson visited Ely last
Thursday with St. Louis County
Commissioner Tom Rukavina
as her chaperone and got an
earful from elected officals.

“I believe a strong Duluth is
a strong St. Louis County,” she
told members of the Ely City
Council. “We can be a good
partner with the county in many
ways. Commissioner (Rukavina)
has been wonderful to work with.
It is my goal to do my part for
Duluth to have a better under-
standing of what is happening
outside of us, and what we can
do to be supportive, to learn
more, and to help lift up the proj-
ects that you need.”

Larson admitted that the city
of Duluth can “suck all the
energy” out of what is happening
in northern Minnesota.

With that said, Ely Mayor
Chuck Novak began the listening
session by saying, “There seems
to be a lack of understanding on
the Duluth City Council about
the impact of the Duluth economy

on the industries up here, espe-
cially when you look at the
amount of taconite that is deliv-
ered to the port, the number of
people who go to Duluth for
health services, and the number
of people who shop in Duluth.”

Novak then got to the point.
“There are some people who are
getting irritated with the resolu-
tions against mining that come
out of Duluth.”

He continued, “Then we
hear that Duluth pulled out of
the  Coa l i t ion  of  Grea te r
Minnesota Cities. The coalition
is fighting very hard on the clean
water initiative, which Duluth is
part of the argument. So, we are
a little perplexed. We shouldn’t

get to the point
where Duluth
is an island

onto itself.”
Novak defended the attitude

of the Iron Range. “We’re a
tough bunch up here, and we get
a little attitudinal. If Duluth is
not going to support our initia-
tives, and this is very simple
with the mining and other things,
if you go the opposite direction,
us Finns and Bohunks take that
very seriously. We should be
working together on things.”

Rukavina stepped in to
smooth the waters. “Mayor
Larson has heard the message
loud and clear. I never planned
for this to be a bitch session. She
heard it already this morning
from Bill Erzar, and others at the
Front Porch. The frustration is

there, that’s all.”
Council member Al Forsman

drew similarities between Ely
and Duluth. “We are very depend-
ent on the mining industries, but
we are also very unique in our
character and in our tourist attrac-
tion, probably more so than any-
where else in St. Louis County.
I know that Ely, and I’m pretty
confident that Duluth too, would
not survive without the industries
that we have. It’s great to embrace
the tourism that we have. It is an
important part of our economy,
but not all.”

Council member Heidi
Omerza parroted her frustration
with Duluth exiting their CGMC
membership. “We do a lot of
lobbying for Local Government
Aid and you are one of the biggest
cities for LGA,” she said. 

Omerza touted her leader-
ship roles on the Ely Economic
Development Authority and
Incredible Ely. “We copy a lot
of what Duluth does and we are
a lot like you on a much smaller
scale, and we are working on
making Ely a much more vibrant
community.”

She challenged Larson to
get Duluth back into the CGMC.
“You benefit no matter what,

and you are one of the big dogs
in the room, and people are
watching you.”

Larson described the dis-
connection between her city and
the CGMC – the annual fee for
Duluth’s membership in the coali-
tion is $88,000. “At a time when
we are cutting money for police
and fire and all sorts of things,
that $88,000 is a fulltime lobbyist,
and a whole bunch of things. I
think their budget number is
wrong. Conversely, to join the
League of Minnesota Cities is
$6,000.”

Council members Dan
Forsman and Jerome Debeltz
pointed out that mining through-
out the Iron Range benefits
Duluth in many ways. “I would
like for us to be more on a level
playing field rather than accepting
handouts from you. All of us
getting our fair share in St. Louis
County is what I would like to
see.”

Debeltz shared his frustration
with witnessing a Duluth City
Council member voice his oppo-
sition to copper nickel mining at
a public hearing in Virginia.
“Between May and September
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Duluth mayor gets an earful from Ely officials
CITY OF ELY
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Visit our website at
floortoceilingvirginia.com

Open Mon., Tues., Wed., Fri.
8 a.m.-5:30 p.m.

Thurs. 8 a.m.-6:30 p.m.,
Sat. 9 a.m.-3 p.m.

Floor to
Ceiling

Enterprise Drive

Hwy. 169 H
w

y.
53

American
Bank

Dairy
Queen

YMCA

W

Big enough to serve you; small enough to know you.

*See store for details

It’s Not As Hard As You Think

EFFORTLESS • HOME IMPROVEMENT
Flooring • Laminates • Window Treatments • Bath

Cabinets • Saunas • Carpeting • Storage • Fixtures
Over 150 Years of Combined Professional Expertise!

Let OUR Experience Work forYOU!

Visit our website at
floortoceilingvirginia.com
Open Mon., Tues., Wed., Fri.

8 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.
Thurs. 8 a.m. - 6:30 p.m.

Sat. 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Left: 
Duluth
Mayor Emily
Larson 
gestures
while 
discussing 
issues with
the Ely City
Council.
photo by 
K. Vandervort

REGIONAL-The St.
Louis County School
Board has approved a six-
month contract for Interim
Superintendent Reggie
Engebritson.  Engebritson

was hired by the board
back in November after
Superintendent Steve
Sallee announced he had
accepted a position with
Sou the a s t  Se r v i c e
Cooperative, a non-profit
administrative consulting
se r v i c e  l oc a t e d  i n

Rochester. 
I ngeb r i t son  ha s

already worked with the
county school district for
many years.  She will leave
her ten-year post as exec-
utive director of  the
Northland Learning Center,
a special education coop-

erative with eleven area
independent school dis-
tricts, including 2142, and
will begin with the district
on January 1.  For the six-
month interim position, she
will be paid $65,000,
including medical and
dental care benefits, as well

as life insurance under the
district’s group plan.

Engebritson studied
special education and
received her master’s
degree as well as her
Administrative License
from St. Cloud State
University.  She went on

to obtain her Doctor of
Education in Educational
Policy and Administration
f rom Un ive r s i t y  o f
Minnesota.  Superintendent
Sallee has been with the
district since July, 2014.

Board approves interim super contract
by MELISSA ROACH

Staff Writer

908 E. Sheridan St., Ely
800-569-4186 or

218-365-6156

MIKE MOTORS
Under The Tree Specials

Limited, AWD,
Brass Monkey Pkg, New!

You Pay $33,900

2015 Chevy Traverse 2017 Chevy Cruze
#8038U #8266U

TOYS FOR TOTS
Drop-Off Destination

See Joe Hiller or Nels Pierson for details!

STOP IN and TEST DRIVE...AND
Register to WIN this

50” Magnovox Smart TV
Drawing to be held 12/20 • 4 PM

CHECK OUT ALL OUR NEW AND PREOWNED SPECIALS AT...
www.elycardeals.com

2016 Buick Encore 2014 Chevy Impala

MORE

2016 Dodge Durango

With all Discounts, Plus Tax, Title & License Fees #2941D

Premium, AWD, Loaded, New!

With all Discounts, Plus Tax, Title & License Fees With all Discounts, Plus Tax, Title & License Fees

With all Discounts, Plus Tax, Title & License Fees With all Discounts, Plus Tax, Title & License Fees

You Pay $26,950 You Pay $22,995

You Pay $22,995 You Pay $15,995

MSRP $35,220

#3245B #8287C

LRT, Loaded, New!
MSRP $32,305

AWD, DVD LT Pkg, GM Cert.

MSRP $44,170



I  j u s t  f i n i shed  Mr.
Helmberger’s commentary,
“For legislative staffers, sex
abuse tales ring close to home,”
which was republished in
MinnPost.  

Thank you for writing
such a personal and painful
story.

Thank you for allowing it
to be republished from the
Timberjay.

Thank you for speaking
up for my mother and my
sisters.

Thank you for not staying
silent and for speaking for
many of us men.

Thank you for doing
everything you can think of to
take the highly moral and high
integrity path while still calling
out the men who are a threat
to families.

And most of all, thank
you for not accepting the value
to “keep it in the family”, or
the community or the neigh-
borhood.  This choice is even
harder in smaller communities
than it is in Capitol Cities or
urban, suburban communities.

I feel some relief after
reading your words.  We are
not going to let this issue die
down and the problem caused
by men will continue to be
dealt with by men.

Stuart Macdonald
Woodbury

I have kept my Frontier
monthly bills [including broad-
band service] over the last two
years.  Each time my bill went

up, I’d call for an answer as to
why, and each time with
various excuses.  The past year
has found my bill going up
slightly almost every month,
and there is NEVER a straight
answer as to why it went up.  

I now believe the  “cus-
tomer service” people are being
trained on how to confuse and
sidestep any questions on
billing.  I think because they
realize there is no other real
option to their phone and inter-
net services, they are doing as
they please without having to
answer  to anyone for it.   I
would like to see THAT
changed! 

Barry W. Tungseth
Ely  

The season for believing
in magic, miracle and myth
brings to mind FANTASY-
LAND (2017), written by Kurt
Andersen.  Magical thinking
by early Protestants held that
“I believe, therefore, I am
right,” and was key to Puritan
fanatical dreams of a private
heaven on Earth.  What fol-
lowed was a 500-year history
of how America went haywire.  

How we interpret the
world guides our actions.
Andersen offers a history of
delusion in our national char-
acter in chasing supernatural
fantasies, utopian dreams,
desires for conquest and myths
of national exceptionalism.
Get-rich-quick schemes, quack
medicine and hellfire preachers
lured the easily persuaded. 

Ideas of race born out of
belief, not of scientific fact,
have morphed into racism.
Sexism and homophobia are
beliefs rooted in biblical
origins.  Religious superiority,

one better than the other, qual-
ifies as bigotry.  Prejudice and
bias is the stuff of closed minds
exploited by  agents of oppres-
sion.

Beliefs are based on feel-
ings, not fact; absent evidence
and reason, no questions are
asked and critical thinking is
suspended.  Believing in belief
rather than believing in factual
reality has persuaded many
Americans to think and act
(voting) against their own best
interests and needs. 

“Believe me,” urges
Trump in promoting free
market magic of the “gospel
of wealth” tax cuts and dereg-
ulation for the top one percent.
Believing in belief has spread
from religion to economics,
fake news to alternative “facts,”
creationism to anti-science
climate deniers, and P. T.
Barnum to celebrity show busi-
ness.  

Tyranny arrives as celebri-
ty cloaked in a flag and carrying
a cross.  Scoundrels, when in
trouble, often seek refuge in
patriotism or religion as cover
for wrongdoing or harming
others.  Belief in believing is
a force behind dehumaniza-
tion,discrimination, scapegoat-
ing and ostracism.  Close the
doors to truth and you open
the doors to tyranny.

Harold Honkola
Tower

In less than three weeks
I will be fifty-nine years-
old and celebrating my
Christmas Eve birthday. For
nearly sixty years, people
have been asking me if I
got gypped on presents
because my birthday landed
on Christmas? I have
replied, “Oh no!” It should
be, “Oh no, and give me a
gift for the aggravation of
being asked one more time!”

In reality, I’d wake up
on the morning of the
twenty-fourth and before breakfast would
sit on the sofa taking audience like a

princess, surrounded by
family and would open my
birthday gifts. I had other
gifts awaiting under the tree
for the Christmas Eve fes-
tivities, however dinner had
to be eaten and dishes washed
before our family opened
those presents. Santa would
visit later that night and we
three kids would run into the
living room on Christmas
morning to see toys every-
where, leaning up against
the walls, laid out under the

tree, stretching out to the middle of our
living room. That’s how it went down

year after year when I was a child. We
always figured it was my dad’s way of
making up for having gone through the
Depression with few toys. He enjoyed
seeing us oozing with happiness. 

After decades of wrapping paper and
bows, it doesn’t really matter if I receive
gifts any longer. I have enough stuff.
Verbal gifts are wonderful and so is
sharing company with a good friend.
When someone says they like reading my
columns in the paper or enjoyed seeing
me play a  role in a local theater production,
these are great gifts. A suitable President
for our country along with removing all
the greedy elves from the workshop would
be the best gift, but I doubt that will arrive

by Christmas Eve!
It’s fun to give people gifts. Back in

the eighties, my older brother went into
a beige phase which caused me concern.
He only wore clothing in shades of beige,
tan, taupe, linen, buff, mushroom, oatmeal,
let’s not forget bone...or parchment and
its kissin’ cousin...hazel. One Christmas,
knowing he needed an intervention, I
gave him his gift, “The BEIGE Box.” It
was wrapped in brown shipping paper,
and filled with as many beige items as I
could find, such as Band Aids, masking
tape, putty, rubber bands, a card of buttons,
Dr. Scholl’s moleskin, an ACE bandage

Editorial

“CONGRESS SHALL MAKE NO
LAW...ABRIDGING THE FREEDOM 

OF SPEECH, OR OF THE PRESS;”
The First Amendment of the United States Constitution

e-mail: editor@timberjay.com
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Letters from Readers

‘Tis the season of Merry and Bright

SCARLET LYNN

STONE

See MERRY...pg. 5

Frontier should
not be the only
game in town

There was a time when some
politicians in this country stood
up to corporate America. They
were progressive and truly pop-
ulist, and believed that the gov-
ernment had a role to play in
ensuring that the economic gains
of a burgeoning U.S. economy
were shared by all. They under-
stood that too much economic
power in the hands of a relative
few threatened the very founda-
tion of democracy. 

Those progressive leaders,
including a number who helped
shape the politics of Minnesota,
must be turning over in their
graves.

We now see the political
power of those with great wealth
every day in Washington, where
the Republican majority takes
its marching orders from the
billionaires who keep them in
power. We see this manifested
in a tax bill heading toward final
passage that ladles out huge tax
cuts to the wealthiest citizens
and corporations at a time when
income and wealth inequality in
the U.S. is already obscene. That
these tax cuts will be paid for by
higher taxes on many average
American families and higher
health care premiums for
working people, makes the injus-
tice all the more astonishing.
The tax bill that pretend-populist
President Trump hopes to sign
before the end of the year is the
virtual manifestation of the
power of an immoral oligarchy
that year after year demands a
bigger share of the wealth that
America creates. 

Yet we don’t have to look
as far as Washington to see the
effects of growing corporate
power and influence, and the
ways in which it erodes the
public good. Three years ago,
we reported on the ever-shrinking
sha re  o f  no r thea s t e r n
Minnesota’s mineral wealth that
ends up being returned to com-
munities in the region. This
week, we can report that nothing
has changed during the ensuing
three years. In fact, it’s gotten
worse. The value of the produc-
tion tax, and other levies on the
taconite industry, continues to
lose ground to inflation, which
means less actual spending power
for area schools, cities, or for
economic diversification. 

Today, the region’s taconite
mines are yielding as much ore
as ever, and the value of that ore,
while lower than a few years
ago, remains historically high.
Even though mine production
dropped last year due to foreign
dumping of steel, the value of
the ore produced in 2016 was
still about $1.8 billion. The
roughly $80 million in total taxes
that the mining companies paid
on that production amounts to

just 4.4 percent of the wealth
that ore generated. That’s pathet-
ic.

While wages contributed
approximately $250 million to
the economy last year, that’s
still just 13.8 percent of the total
value of that production.

Twenty-five years ago, a
ton of iron ore sold for about
$14 a ton, and the region’s mines
generated about $98 million a
year in taxes. Today, that same
ton of ore fetches about $61 per
ton as of this week, and the
mining industry would still gen-
erate only about $100 million a
year in taxes on equivalent pro-
duction. 

Adjust for inflation, and that
$98 million that the industry
generated in taxes in 1991 would
equal $175 million today. In
1992, the industry paid about 18
percent of the value of its ore in
production taxes and other levies.
Today, that percentage has fallen
by three-quarters. 

And that’s still not enough
to please the mining executives.
In 2015, they successfully
lobbied to exempt equipment
used in mining production from
the state use tax, which saved
mining companies $13 million
last year. To make matters worse,
the Legislature recently author-
ized Minnesota Power to reduce
power rates on the mines and
large paper plants, and have
local residents, many on fixed
incomes, pick up the tab.

No wonder the rich keep
getting richer. From Washington,
D.C., to St. Paul, corporate
America is running the board,
and we’re all paying the price.
For years we’ve been promised
that if we just cut corporate taxes
and reduce regulation, corporate
America will create new jobs,
boost wages, and reinvest in our
communities. Instead, the cor-
porate windfalls have all gone
straight to the top, while workers’
wages stagnate and manufac-
turing production continues to
move beyond our borders. 

How long  before  the
American people say enough is
enough? For too long we’ve
allowed politicians to get by
with lip service about the needs
of the middle class while they’ve
consis tent ly  passed laws
demanding less and less from
corporate America and the
wealthy. It’s time we wise up
and quit falling for politicians’
populist rhetoric while they pass
legislation bought and paid for
by billionaires, or mining
company executives. There was
a time when Americans voted
for candidates who were true to
their word, and truly believed in
helping average Americans. Let’s
start electing that kind of leader
once again. 

Corporations rule
More than ever, the nation’s political
class kowtows to those with money

Thank you for
speaking up for
everyone’s mother

We want
your letters!

The  Ti m b e r j a y
encourages letters to the
editor. You can submit
letters by mail at PO Box
636, Tower, MN 55790,
or email letters to mar-
shall@timberjay. com. 

Believing in
fantasy opens the
door to tyranny
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MERRY...Continued from page 4
and an unwrapped Bit-O-
Honey to sweeten the joke.
It has become a fond
me m ory  fo r  u s  a t
Christmastime. I report that
my brother moved out of
his beige phase and never
went back. He has made a
full recovery, because last
summer I was delighted
when I saw him in an enter-
prising plaid shirt of
turquoise and watermelon,
with white in the weave as
well, to give rest to the
eyes.

One year I received
quite an odd gift. I had
offended someone because
they made tuna salad as a
side dish for Thanksgiving
dinner. Thinking it an odd
choice, I made what I con-
sidered humorous, but
apparently hurtful, com-
ments about it. A month
l a t e r  I  opened  my
Christmas gift from them
and received all the ingre-
dients needed to make tuna
salad. A rather clever come-
back on their part. 

Th i s  yea r  f o r
Christmas I’d like to have
all the answers. All these
years of experiences have

come and gone and I still
haven’t   “figured it out
yet,”   or maybe I really
have and I’m waiting for
someone to show up at my
door with a big certificate
of acknowledgement, like
a Publisher’s Clearing
House event. That would
be a nice gift! We are taught
as mere punks that our
smarts earn us a report card
and we get the impression
we are figuring it all out.
Somewhere around eight-
een, or the mid-twenties if
you go on to college, that
chapter ends and we floun-
der for the rest of our days
wondering if we will ever
arrive. We know the Dalai
Lama has arrived. How?
We just know. The majority
of us seem to rely on others
to tell us if we have arrived
somewhere on the “figured
it out” chart. If nobody
ever tells you how brilliant,
profound or wise you are
then you probably slipped
through the crack and need
to try harder, or run for
President. I trumped myself
on that one.

What about self-help
for Christmas? I mean it,

seriously. To be nearly sixty
and lacking in structure is
an issue, so perhaps I need
some self-help, habit-
forming tips. I start routines
and they don’t last. I miss
out on regular exercise,
can’t persevere in popping
gaggingly-large, ugly,
sometimes beige vitamins
and holistic supplements
that could be very benefi-
cial to me. I rarely even
make my bed. When I do
I am always reminded that
“Mother,” the queen of
routine, always made her
bed. She was making her
bed moments before she
died. I’ll probably be drink-
ing a Morgan Coke and
wearing a feathered hat
when I make my departure.
But I always think of her
as I smooth on the bed-
spread in an attempt to
make the process routine,
sometimes commenting
out loud, “Mother, you are
laughing at me, I know it.” 

Writing Christmas
cards isn’t in my routine
anymore either. Does
anyone send cards? Last
weekend I was in the base-
ment storage space under

the steps digging in a green
Rubbermaid tote with red
handles. Toward the bottom
of the tote, pressed to the
side was a box of Christmas
cards. I thought, “Oh, I
should send out a few
cards.” I slid them up the
side of the tote, turning the
box over to reveal the card
front through the clear
plastic. The words “Merry
& Bright” were written in
white with poinsettias and
holly greenery adrift
around the words. In
sarcasm and aggravation,
I thought, “What a joke!”
North Korea is as unstable
as me in stilettos, Matt
Prowler is in the headlines
every day with new women
coming forward to accuse
and now Keillor, too. What
the hell is “Merry & Bright”
about this state of affairs! 

Santa will be deliver-
ing lumps of coal and
bushels of sticks this year.
I feel it’s all unraveling
faster than a kitten pulling
on the red ball of yarn
that’s supposed to be my
Ugly  Chr is tmas  Eve
sweater! How can it be
that all these women waited

until now to come forward?
They accomplished all that
professional training, lived
lives of intense routine with
successfull diet and exer-
cise, then in 2017 many
are deciding they’ve come
far enough to not be quiet
any longer? Up until now
their careers were worth
the silence? I do lack some
understanding here and
surmise that if I’d been in
their situations some nut
crackin’ would have
ensued. I will say this
however....if Meryl comes
out...then I’ll eat crow on
this one.

Yes ,  “Mer ry  &
Bright!” I wondered how
long has it been since
anyone could send out a
card saying that in all
honesty? I mean, you prob-
ably could if you were in
a steady relationship with
Captain Morgan and Jim
Beam and absolutely never
watched the news! A toast
to isolation with spirits and
ice! A bottle of spirits may
be a fine gift to myself this
year as a matter of fact. 

Oh come, all ye faith-
ful. Let’s dispense with the

doom and gloom and be a
bit joyful and triumphant!
Surely there are still things
to be thankful and festive
about these days! A card
that says “Merry & Bright”
might just be a reminder to
DO this and to BE this.
Let’s look deeper, reach
out and grab one another
by the hand and move
ahead into 2018. I’ll raise
my spirits as I continue to
avoid routine! The big
beige vitamins will sit in
the pill box, the bedspread
will drape down onto the
rug at the end of my bed,
and I’ll eat peanut butter
star cookies under a cozy
quilt, avoiding that healthy
walk. I steadfastly find
pleasure in things like
sparkly red velvet gloves,
singing a holiday tune,
hugging my cats, sharing
time with my son and
keeping company with
people who are ages one
to one-hundred and trying
to make sense of it all just
like me. 

Scarlet invites your
comments and can be
reached at: timberjay@
frontiernet.net.

COMMUNITY SERVICE

we have people in town,
but after that the businesses
close,” he said. “When a
city councilor from Duluth
says he is anti-mining, it
doesn’t look very good.
Maybe they should just
keep quiet on who they are.
We need more than tourism.
We need jobs. We need
support up here.”

Former Ely Council
member Warren Nikkola
referred to the tourism
industry around Ely as
be i ng  domina t ed  by
canoeists in the Boundary
Wa te r s  Canoe  Area
Wilderness. “There are a
finite number of permits
available, and those aren’t
even being used because
kids don’t want to come up
here and do that stuff
anymore,” he said. “At the
same time, the people who
want to use it, can’t because

of the day-use motor restric-
tions. This is something
beyond our realm to cure,
but support from you could
help get the quota system
changed. The whole thing
up here is a disaster. The
ones who supposedly love
the Boundary Waters are
the ones who are ruining
it.”

Larson thanked the
group for being honest with
her. “I don’t take this as
complaining. This is about
building a relationship. I’m
not here to campaign or
run for something. I really
am here because I do feel
like we are in a family. We
all have different relation-
ships and different roles. I
don’t feel that Duluth is a
bigger sibling or is more
important. Duluth has to
get out of Duluth to see
what’s going on,” she said.

Tower daycare looks to expand age range 

A surge of baby boomers is
now flooding into their retirement
years. It’s estimated that 60,000
Minnesotans are turning 65 every
year.   The Ely City Council
would be wise to take this demo-
graphic trend seriously in its
long-range planning for the future
of our community.

If Ely were to aggressively
promote itself as a wonderful
and relatively inexpensive retire-
ment destination for this huge
market, think of the benefits:
many currently empty homes
would be filled by retirees who
bring financial resources earned
elsewhere to spend here.

I have noticed that when our
older friends here are ready to
give up house maintenance and

yard care, but do not yet need
assisted living or the nursing
home, they tend to move away
for lack of good local alterna-
tives.  Hopefully our community
leaders will find ways to encour-
age developers to build beautiful
new senior housing options in
and near downtown Ely.

Elton Brown
Morse Township

Are we tired of lies from
Washington, yet? We need a law
that says if any president, secre-
tary of state, senator, or repre-
sentative lies or misleads us into
a war they should lose their job,
benefits, and face prison time. 

War is never necessary.There
are always ways to prevent them.
Probably every president of the

20th and 21st centuries is guilty
of lying their way into wars. We
are often convinced that war is
the only way— that’s never true.
People like Bush, Cheney,
Rumsfeld, Kissinger, Nixon,
Johnson, Truman, Obama have
all committed horrendous war
crimes— crimes against human-
ity. It doesn’t matter how many
children die (or grandfathers) as
long as the banks, oil companies,
the Halliburtons, etc. get their
huge profits. 

When ,  f o r  examp le ,
Secretary of State Madeleine
Albright was asked about the
500,000 young children of Iraq
who died of starvation and a lack
of medical supplies from
Clinton’s embargo, she responded
“...the price—we think the price
is worth it.”

Johnson lied to us about the
Gulf of Tonkin incident and the
result was three million dead
Vietnamese, secret bombings in

Laos and Cambodia, and 58,000
dead GIs. 

G. W. Bush lied about
weapons of mass destruction in
Iraq and refused to let the
observers complete their work.
The result was hundreds of thou-
sands of dead Iraqis. Iraq lost
maybe three million of their
people from the crimes commit-
ted by the elder Bush, Clinton,
the younger Bush, and Obama.

ISIS, al Qaida, and the
Taliban get stronger when the
U.S. drops 500-pound bombs on
their children, when U.S. soldiers
break into people’s homes, when
the U.S. tortures their citizens,
and when the U.S. occupies their
land. The U.S. caused these
groups to exist. No one wants
their country to be occupied. 

Another U.S. crime is its
support of the Israeli occupation
of Palestine. I worked four times
in Palestine. Palestine is the
victim. What the U.S. does in

Palestine is one of the main
reasons why much of the world
hates the US.

The U.S. is beating the drums
of war once more, lying and
demonizing the next victim-
North Korea. Koreans are good
people just like us. They don’t
want to be threatened. They want
peace which could easily be
accomplished but the U.S. wants
war, wants to control North Korea
in its bid to control China and
Asia. The U.S. forced North
Korea into needing the bomb.
The U.S. doesn’t want peace.

We need to stop the war
madness. More than half of our
taxes goes to the military. We
would be safer if that were used
instead to help rebuild what we
have destroyed in Afganistan
and Iraq. 

Steve Johnson
Ely

City officials
should consider
demographic trend

We need to stop
the lies that always
lead us into war

TOWER— The Little Eagles
Childcare Center may soon be able to
accept children as young as 18 months
of age. Center director Amy Richter is
working with state licensing officials to
obtain a waiver that would give the center
the ability to accept a wider age range of
children. 

State licensing rules normally limit
the age spread among children in a center
to 36 months, unless the children are seg-
regated. But that can be difficult to do in
small centers, like Little Eagles, which
is currently operating in the Tower-

Soudan Elementary School.
“The parents we have been able to

serve have been thrilled at the quality of
care that their children have been receiving
at Little Eagles,” said Richter. “We’ve
known all along that there was additional
need out there, so we’re hoping that the
waiver will allow us to further meet that
need.”

Richter said she’s hopeful that the
center can have the waiver in place within
about two weeks. That would allow the
center to serve a wider range of families
and children ahead of the Christmas

break, when most schools are closed and
many parents are forced to scramble for
childcare. 

Richter said Little Eagles is also
continuing to accept children on a drop-
in basis and Richter urged parents who
haven’t already taken advantage of the
facility to register for drop-in services.
Parents can contact the center at 218-
410-7077 or visit the website at littleea-
gleschildcare.com.

Mrs. Claus

Sponsored by the Ely Chamber of  Commerce

Every child gets a bag of goodies. 

While you are in Ely, stop by
our unique shops for

holiday gifts and dine at our
great restaurants.

games, activities, cookie decorating, dancing,
storytelling, hot chocolate and hot cider!

Don’t forget to bring your list for Santa
as he will be stopping in for a visit. 

FREE
event!

Saturday,  Dec. 9
1 to 3 p.m.

Join us at Ely’s
Amici’s Event Center for....

218.235.9234
40 N 1st Avenue East • PO Box 924, Ely MN 55731

Charles@ZeugnerCPA.com • www.zeugnercpa.com

Charles R. Zeugner
Certified Public Accountant

TIP-TOP 
CHIMNEY SERVICE

218-290-6806

Wishing All A
Safe Holiday Season

• Burn safe
• Have chimneys

cleaned &
inspected yearly

• Text or call

CHIMNEY LLC
Insured

Right: Kids at play at Little Eagles 
Childcare in Tower



TOWER-  The fol-
lowing students have
ea rned  spo t s  on  t he
Vermilion Country School
Honor Roll for the first
semester.

A Honor Roll
Students

Kelsie Walker
Leah Anderson

Alexander Dorman
Alyssa Pratt
Andrew Sauls
Julianna Schmidt
Niin-Day Dunkley
Daniel Kuriatnyk

B Honor Roll
Students

Hemi Ranua
Mariah Mitchell
Tod Zibrowski
Jacob Dorman
Jacob Karasti
Madison Ludwig
Shaylin Peliska
Jason Premo
Alyssa Burington
Alanna Honkola
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Read It 
Here

FUNDRAISER

Take-Out 666-0500

CookVFW
Open Daily at Noon

CLOSED on TUESDAYS

Happy Hour 
Daily 4-6 p.m.

All Beer & Drinks
Bar Menu & Pizza

Available

Event Rentals 
Welcome

218-780-6709

Pull-Tabs Sold Daily
Lic. 00390

Sunday FREE Pool

Thursday Bingo
Early Bird 6 p.m.
Progressive Prizes

Friday 4:30-7 p.m.
Hamburger Special

Vermilion Country
School honor roll

We invite you to a  

December 14–15, in the Bank Lobby.

frandsenbank.com
Member FDIC

TOWER
218.753.6100
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LIGHTS OF LOVE
Movie Night, Dec. 10 at St. James

TOWER- Join us for a movie night at St. James
Presbyterian Church in Tower on Sunday, Dec. 10 at
6 p.m. The movie, “Anything Is Possible,” shows us
that music can heal a broken heart. Ten-year-old
Nathan Bortnick is devastated when his mom is
reported missing while serving on an overseas Army
rescue mission. Feeling scared and alone, Nathan
runs away from home only to find shelter from the
city streets at a local orphanage. There, Nathan’s
incredible talent at the piano is discovered, and he
becomes the star attraction at a benefit concert to
raise money for the orphanage. Inspired by the kind-
ness of the people he met on his journey, Nathan
holds on to the belief that his mom will come home
and his family will be reunited. This heartwarming
story proves that with love, compassion, selflessness
and hope, anything is possible.                        

Advent Services at St. James
TOWER- The theme for Advent at St. James is

“Gifts of The Season.” St. James’s Christmas Eve
Service will be at 7 p.m. followed by a birthday
party for Jesus. Sunday Worship will be held at 10
a.m. on Sunday, Dec. 24 as well. The theme will be
“God’s Action Plan.”

St. James Women’s Luncheon on
Thursday, Dec. 14

TOWER- The Women’s Christmas Luncheon, a
special gathering to celebrate the season, meet new
friends, and cherish the old, will be held at noon on
Thursday, Dec. 14 in the Fellowship Hall (basement)
of St. James Presbyterian Church in Tower. A
lasagna meal will be served with all the trimmings.
Pauly Housenga will share the tradition of the
Advent wreath, music will be provided by Ellie
Larmouth, and singing and a short skit will round out
the entertainment.

Lost and found news
Found: The laundry that went missing at the

Tower Laundromat has been found.
Found: A small zippered pouch with dog treats

was found on the bike trail between the storage units
and airport. Can be claimed at the Timberjay office
in Tower.

Tower-Soudan Bowling League
Results from Nov. 15 play
Team rankings: Vermilion Club (62-26); Broten

Construction (58-30); Jeanne’s Cards (54-34).
Hi Team Game- Vermilion Club 667; Hi Team

Series- Vermilion Club 1,871; Hi Ind. Game-
Johnnie Schlieske 187; Hi Team Series- Johnnie
Schlieske 485. Other notable play: Flora Ferretti
184, 470; Bev Thomas 168, 437.

TOWER- The Tower Soudan
Lake Vermilion Area Events Board
has several upcoming events in the
making and they want to see you
there!  First up is a gift-wrapping
fundraiser at the Tower Civic Center
scheduled for Saturday, Dec. 16.
Board members will be available
from 1 – 4 p.m. with wrap and ribbon
to get your gifts looking picture
perfect under the Christmas tree.
Price per gift will range from $1 -
$5 depending on thesize; coffee and
bars will be available as well, for a
free-will donation.  

Fundraisers like this help to
sponsor bigger upcoming events
like the Finlander Bocce Ball
Tournament, which is slated for Jan.

20.  The board has also committed
to helping with Soudan’s annual
Hockey Day, hosted by Gavin Bialke.
Plans for the tournament and Hockey
Day are being made right now, so
if you’d like more information or
want to help with the planning, the

next TSLVAEB meeting is
scheduled for Monday,
Dec. 18 at 5 p.m. at
Benchwarmer Grille in
Tower.  

O f  cou r se ,  t he
TSLVAEB is also already
getting ready for the Fourth
of July in Tower – with only
30 weeks to fundraise and
plan, they are already
looking forward to throw-

ing an amazing Independence Day
celebration.  Please consider joining
us at the meeting this month to tell
us your ideas and find out how you
can help to make next year’s Fourth
of July the best one yet.

Gift-wrapping fundraiser on Saturday, Dec. 16
TSLV Events Board fundraiser will help fund upcoming community events

LVCC teams up with Virgie Hegg for Tower tree lighting

Above: A team of newly-trained bell
ringers added some holiday cheer to
the Christmas Tree Lighting
Ceremony in Tower on Sunday. The
event, hosted by the Lake Vermilion
Cultural Center Board,  included an
outdoor tree lighting for the Virgia
Hegg Hospice’s Lights of Love
fundraiser, along with holiday treats
and music at the Tower Civic Center.

Left: Shawna Kishel, from Virgie
Hegg, places donation tags on a
small tree.
Below: Whitney, Hudson, and Ryan
Cobby stopped by for a visit.

Below: The Tower-Soudan Area
Singers sang traditional carols as
the audience sang along.
photos by S. Ukkola

Read It Here



BREITUNG TWP- At the Nov.
28 meeting,  McKinley Park
Campground Manager Susie
Chiabotti, reported that the camping
season “went really well.” Expenses
and income varied very little from
years past, despite a slow start. “We
had the worst June in a few years,”
she said, due to rain and wind.
Chiabotti thanked the township
board, maintenance director Dale
Swanson, and the police depart-
ment for their help and support over
the summer.

The township will renew the
Ca mpground  Managem e n t
Agreement with Chiabotti for the fol-
lowing year. 

Susie, who manages the camp-
ground with her husband, is still in
the process of exploring possible rest-
room updates for the campground
and have been working with board

member Chuck Tekautz and
Swanson to determine the scope of
work and seek a contractor. 

A motion was passed to keep
the McKinley Park rates the same
for the next season. Chiabotti will
send out a letter in December to notify
seasonal campers. 

Other News
In other news, the Breitung

Town Board:
�Police Chief Jesse Anderson

reported that 1,070 toys and $3,063
in cash were collected from the
Stuff the Bus event in Virginia on
Nov. 24 and 25. Both Anderson and
Officer Dan Nylund volunteered
time at the event and the Breitung
Police will receive a portion of the
funds raised to take a few lucky local
children shopping this holiday
season. 

� One contractor came to do a
walkthrough of the post office and

review the work to be done with
Tekautz and Carlie Kemp from
DSGW Architects. No job estimates
have been received yet. 

�The township has savings cer-
tificates at Frandsen Bank and Trust
maturing in their equipment replace-
ment fund for $100,000 and
$200,000. The township will renew
each certificate for one year. 

�Maintenance and police con-
tracts are still under negotiation.

�Acknowledged correspon-
dence from the Vermilion Lake
Association to renew membership
at no charge.

�Reviewed financial state-
ments sent by the Minnesota
Association of Townships.

�Acknowledged correspon-
dence from Environmental Services
of North St. Louis County SWCD
asking to increase recycling. 

�The next regular meeting will
be held on Tuesday, Dec. 12 at 1
p.m.
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Week of Dec. 11

Monday
TOPS - Immanuel
Lutheran Church, Tower,
at 9 a.m.

Embarrass Al-Anon
Family Group- Hope
Lutheran Church, 
5088 Hwy. 21, 6 p.m.

Tuesday
Tower Area Food Shelf-
Open on the third
Tuesday of every month
from 2:30-5:30 p.m.
Located in the back of the
Timberjay building on
Main Street. Next food
shelf day is Dec. 19.

Greenwood Fire Dept.- 
Meetings on the first
(drill) and third (business
meeting) Tuesday of each
month at 7 p.m.

Tower City Council- NOTE
change from regular date,
Dec. 12 at 5:30 p.m.

Greenwood Town Board- 
6:30 p.m. on Dec. 12

Breitung Town Board-
6 p.m. on Dec. 12. 

Wednesday
Tower AA- Open Basics- 
7 p.m. at St. James
Presbyterian Church.
Questions, call  753-2332.

Thursday
Vermilion Country School
Board-  Fourth Thursday
(except near holidays). 
Meetings posted online at 
vermilioncountry.org.

AA Meeting- Lake
Vermilion 12x12 (Open).
6:30 p.m. at Immanuel
Lutheran Church, Tower,
use the rear side door
entrance.

Subscribe to the

TIMBERJAY!
Call

218-753-2950

by STEPHANIE UKKOLA
Staff Writer

Wednesday,  Dec. 20, Jan. 10, 31; Feb. 21
Bois Forte Boys/Girls Club 11:00-11:30 a.m.
Greenwood Town Hall 12:00-12:30 p.m.
Soudan Fire Hall 1:45-3:00 p.m.
Tower Civic Center 3:15-4:15 p.m.
Embarrass, Four Corners 5:15-6:00 p.m.

For further information call the Arrowhead Library System
at 218-741-3840 or www.arrowhead.lib.mn.us

Bookmobile Schedule

AEOA Senior
Dining Menu

TOWER- Vermilion
Country School and
AEOA sponsor a senior
dining site at the charter
school in Tower. All meals
include salad bar, fruit,
choice of beverage and
dessert.  

Reservations are
appreciated the day
before, or morning of, but
walk-ins are always
welcome.  Take-outs
available. Seniors age 60
and older who have reg-
istered for the program
and their partners qualify
for special pricing of $4
per meal, but all ages are
welcome at the regular
rate of $5.75. There are
no income guidelines. 

Meals are served
from 12:30 – 1 p.m. on
days when the charter
school is open. Call the
schoo l  a t  218-753-
1246 ext. 1003 for reser-
vations, or call AEOA at
1-800-662-5711 ext. 7323
for the one-time registra-
tion process.

Week of Dec. 11
Monday- Chicken

Alfredo with a Twist,
Bread Stick, Vegetable

Tuesday- Breaded
Pollock, Mashed Potatoes,
Dinner Roll

Wednesday- Pulled
Pork  Sandwich ,
Hashbrowns

Thursday- Tater Tot
Hot Dish, Dinner Roll

Friday- Chicken ala
King in a Bread Bowl.

Week of Dec. 18
Monday- Chicken

Sandwich, Vegetable
Tuesday- I tal ian

Meatball Sub, Vegetable
Wednesday- Taco

Salad, Corn Muffin
Thursday- Turkey

Dinner
Friday- Pizza, Fruit

Salad

Week of Dec. 25
No school all week

Transfer station
Soudan Canister 
Expanded hours year-round
Monday 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Wed. 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Saturday 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Sunday 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.

For info: 1-800-450-9278

Hwy. 77 Canister
Winter hours now in effect
Thursday 12 p.m. - 5 p.m.

Sunday 12 p.m. - 5 p.m.

Recycling canisters  available
daily at the Greenwood Town
Hall.   For info: 1-800-450-9278

HOLIDAY GIVING

Santa helpers still
Toys, arts/crafts, books, gift cards all
still needed; donations due by Dec. 15

TOWER- This year’s Operation Santa toy drive is offi-
cially underway.  Operation Santa is a local fundraiser
which purchases Christmas gifts (toys, gift cards, and warm
winter items) for children whose families use the Tower
Food Shelf. We expect to serve as many as 150 children
again this year.

The effort is organized by The Timberjay and the
Tower Soudan Civic Club, with help from many area
groups, churches, organizations, and individuals. 

We are looking at donations of toys, games, art sup-
plies, and sporting equipment for children, and gift cards to
either Target or Walmart for our teenagers ($10 or $15).

Donations can be dropped off at the Timberjay in
Tower, and will be distributed at the food shelf on
Dec. 19. Any questions, please call Jodi Summit at
218-753-2950.

TOWER- On Sunday, Dec. 10
at 11:30 a.m., the Tower-Soudan
community is invited to participate
in an Interfaith Conversation with
Kadra Abdi and her sister about their
Muslim faith and their journey with
Lutheran Social Services as refugees

from Somalia.  The Immanuel group
that has been participating in the
study, “My Neighbor is Muslim” has
invited Kadra to visit with the con-
gregation and wider community.
This event will be in the Fellowship
Hall and is open to the public.

Kadra Abdi received her
Masters of Public Policy from the
Un ive r s i t y  o f  Minneso t a ’s
Humphrey School of Public Affairs.
She earned my B.A. in Anthropology,
and Women and Gender Studies from
Luther College. She is the president
and co-founder  of  Iskaashi
International, an initiative whose
mission is to partner with commu-
nities to co-create spaces in which
all people can express ideas and opin-
ions, identify solutions to concerns,
and navigate the policy world to

create sustainable change.
She describes herself as a strate-

gic thinker with a passion for solving
complex issues through strategic
frameworks. She specializes in strat-
egy consulting for minority startup
businesses and nonprofits. Her work
is at the intersection of creativity and
innovation and strategy. 

She is also a member of the
Metropolitan Council Equity
Advisory Committee and  the
American Relief Agency for the
Horn of Africa (ARAHA) Board.

She has worked with Immanuel
member Orlyn Kringstad.  They were
both active with The Oslo Center
for Peace and Human Rights.

More information is available
on her website at www.kadraab-
di.com.

Interfaith conversation at Immanuel on Sunday, Dec. 10 
MY NEIGHBORS

McKinley Park camping rates to remain the same in 2018
BREITUNG

SOUDAN BAPTIST

Christmas
cards for
seniors

Bob Romig led
a team of 

volunteers at
Soudan Baptist

Church who
helped address

and stamp
Christmas

cards that will
be sent to area

seniors. 
photo by S. Ukkola

Kadra Abdi



ELY - The Slovenian
Union of America, Branch
23 in Ely presented their
second annual St. Nicholas
Day celebration on Sunday
at St. Anthony’s Church
hall.

The actual feast is on
Dec. 6, but the SUA
chooses to hold the event
on the first Sunday of the
month.  The St. Nicholas
outfit, worn by Tom Bajda,
came  d i r ec t l y  f r om
Slovenia and the outfits for
the angels and the devils,
played by high school stu-
dents, Shayla Zaverl, Gabi
Omerza, Emma Kari,
Brandon Martin, Blaise
Lah and Jeremiah Kari
were made here, accord-
ing to organizer Pat Koski.  

“St. Nicholas is played
by a gentleman who came
from Slovenia as a little
boy,” she said. “There were
little bags of goodies for
the children, the story of
this man was told to the
children by Ely high school
teacher James Lah. We
still have a woman in her
nineties who tells of when
St. Nicholas visited her in
Slovenia.”

Card stock sheets of
St. Nicholas were available
for children to color and
cut out.  Carols were sung.
Cocoa, coffee and goodies
were served to all.

Slovenian 
tradition

The tradition of Sveti
Miklavz (St. Nicholas)
who brings gifts to chil-

dren on the eve of Dec. 6,
is a popular Slovenian
folk tradition, first men-
tioned in written records
in 1839. 

Every child who has
been good in the past year
receives a gift, and is
encouraged to continue
in the same manner in the
year to come. However,
if the child was naughty,
St. Nicholas’ s evil com-
panion called “parkelj”
(the devil) will put him in
a sack and take him away
from his parents. “Parkelj”
drags chains behind him
and rattles them in front
of the house door, which
to a little child sounds
very devilish.

In the past, some
Slovenian villages took
the ritual of rattling chains
a tad too seriously, as the
men who played the
“parkelj” got into violent
fights with each other.
Most Slovenian towns
will organize a small cel-
ebration, with Ljubljana
having a three-day St.
Nicholas Fair with fes-
tively decorated stalls
offering goods tradition-
ally given as St. Nicholas
gifts in Slovenia. 

On the eve of the 5th
of December, the St.
Nicholas procession will
begin at  Krekov t rg
(square), go through Ciril-
Metodov trg, pass down
Stritarjeva ulica (street)
and end up at Presernov
trg, where the colorfully

costumed angels and
“parkeljni” will give a
performance. St. Nicholas
will address the gathered
crowd while the angels
will be distributing bis-
cuits, fruits and sweets to
the good children, and
“parkeljni” will be scaring
the naughty ones. 

The man behind
the legend

St. Nicholas was a
bishop who lived in the
fourth century in a place
called Myra in Asia Minor
(now called Turkey). He
was a very rich man
because his parents died
when he was young and
left him a lot of money. He
was also a very kind man
and had a reputation for
helping the poor and giving
secret gifts to people who
needed it. 

The most famous
story about St. Nicholas
tells how the custom of
hanging up stockings to get
presents first started.

There was a poor man
who had three daughters.
He was so poor, he did not
have enough money for a
dowry, so his daughters
couldn’t get married. (A
dowry is a sum of money
paid to the bridegroom by
the bride’s parents on the
wedding day. This still
happens in some coun-
tries, even today.) 

One night, Nicholas
secretly dropped a bag of

gold down the chimney
and into the house. (This
meant that the oldest
daughter was then able to
be married.) The bag fell
into a stocking that had
been hung by the fire to
dry. This was repeated later
with the second daughter.
Finally, determined to dis-
cover the person who had
given him the money, the
father secretly hid by the
fire every evening until he
caught Nicholas dropping
in a bag of gold. Nicholas
begged the man to not tell
anyone what he had done,
because he did not want to
bring attention to himself.
But soon the news got out
and when anyone received
a secret gift, it was thought
that maybe it was from
Nicholas.

Because of his kind-
ness Nicholas was made a
saint. 

Protector 
of sailors

St. Nicholas is not
only the saint of children
but also of sailors. One
story tells of him helping
some sailors who were
caught in a dreadful storm
off the coast of Turkey. The
storm was raging around
them and all the men were
terrified that their ship
would sink beneath the
giant waves. They prayed
to St. Nicholas to help
them. Suddenly, he was
standing on the deck before
them. He ordered the sea
to be calm, the storm died
away, and they were able
to sail their ship safely to
port.

St.  Nicholas was
exiled from Myra and later
put in prison during the per-
secution by the Emperor
Diocletian. No one really
knows when he died, but
it was on Dec. 6 in either
345 or 352. 

In 1087, his bones
were stolen from Turkey
by some Italian merchant
sailors. The bones are now
kept in the church named
after him in the Italian port
of Bari. On St. Nicholas
feast day (Dec. 6), the
sailors of Bari still carry
his statue from the cathe-
dral out to sea, so that he
can bless the waters and
so give them safe voyages
throughout the year.

In 1066, before he set
sail to England, William
the Conqueror prayed to
St. Nicholas asking that his
conquest would go well.

Other traditions
In the 16th century in

northern Europe, after the
Reformation, the stories
and traditions about St.
Nicholas became unpop-
ular.

But someone had to
deliver presents to children
a t  Ch r i s tmas ,  so  i n
the United Kingdom, par-
ticularly in England, he
became ‘Father Christmas’
or ‘Old Man Christmas’,
an old character from
stories and plays during the
middle ages in the UK and
parts of northern Europe. 

In France, he was then
known as ‘Père Nöel’.

In some countries,
i nc lud ing  pa r t s
of Austria and Germany,
the present giver became
the ‘Christkind’ a golden-
haired baby, with wings,
who symbolizes the new
born baby Jesus.

In the early  United
States, his name was ‘Kris
Kr ing l e ’ ( f r om the
Christkind). Later, Dutch
settlers in the U.S. took the
old stories of St. Nicholas
with them and Kris Kringle
and St. Nicholas became
‘Sinterklaas’ or as we now
say “Santa Claus.”

Many countries, espe-
cially ones in Europe, cel-
ebrate St. Nicholas’ Day
on Dec 6. In Holland and
some other European
countries, children leave
clogs or shoes out on  Dec.
5 (St. Nicholas Eve) to be
filled with presents. They
also believe that if they
leave some hay and carrots
i n  t he i r  shoes  fo r
Sinterklaas’s horse, they
will be left some sweets.

St. Nicholas became
popular again in the
Victorian era when writers,
poets and artists redis-
covered the old stories.

In 1823 the famous
poem ‘A Visit from St.
Nicholas’ or ‘T’was the
Night before Christmas’
was  pub l i shed .  Dr.
Clement Clarke Moore
later claimed that he had
written it for his children.
(Some scholars  now
believe that it was actual-
ly wri t ten by Henry
Livingston Jr., who was a
distant relative of Dr.
Moore’s wife.) The poem
describes St. Nicholas with
eight reindeer and gives
them their names. They
became really well known
in the song “Rudolph the
Red Nose Reindeer,”
written in 1949.

AA - Alcoholics Anonymous

AA - 7 p.m. Mondays, First

Lutheran Church, 

915 E. Camp St.

WOMEN’S AA - Noon

Mondays, Ledgerock

Community Church, Ely - 

use 15th Street entrance

BABBITT AA - 7 p.m.

Tuesdays,  Woodland

Presbyterian Church.

AL-ANON - Sundays 8-9 p.m.

at St. Anthony’s Catholic Church

in Ely. For persons who

encounter alcoholism in a 

relative or friend.

BABBITT AL-ANON -

Thursdays, 7 p.m., at Woodland

Presbyterian Church.

CO-DEPENDENTS’ 12-step

support group, noon Fridays, St.

Anthony’s Catholic Church, Ely.

ELY AREA FOOD SHELF - third

Wednesday each month. 15 W.

Conan St..

ADULT BASIC EDUCATION 

GED Study materials and pre-

test available. Ely Community

Center Thursday 10 a.m.-4

p.m.; Tower by appointment. 

Call 365-3359, 827-3232, or

1-800-662-5711. 

CAREGIVER SUPPORT

GROUPS: Babbitt:  3rd

Monday of Month:  6-7:30

p.m. at Carefree Living

Ely:  4th Monday of Month:

10-11:30 a.m. at Ely-

Bloomenson Hospital

Conference Room B

Ely library
Hours: Monday — Friday, 
10 a.m.-6 p.m. 
Saturdays — 8 a.m. to noon
Closed on Sundays
Phone: 365-5140

Babbitt library
Monday Noon-6 pm
Tuesday Noon-6 pm
Wednesday      Noon-6 pm
Thursday Noon-6 pm
Friday              Noon-5 pm
Phone: 827-3345

Libraries

Support groups
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young and old skating 
across the big lake’s dark ice 
 
moving swift and fast 
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A CHRISTMAS TRADITION

by KEITH VANDERVORT
Ely Editor

Call
753-2950
to subscribe

to the 
Timberjay!

St. Nicholas Day celebrated in Ely
Authentic Slovenian costume part of traditional celebration

This St. Nicholas outfit, worn by Tom Bajda,
came directly from Slovenia and was featured
in the St. Anthony Catholic Church 
celebration of St. Nicholas Day last Sunday. 
photos by K. Vandervort

The angels and the devils, above and below,
featured in a children’s skit in the church hall,
were played by high school students, Shayla
Zaverl, Gabi Omerza, Emma Kari, and Brandon
Martin, Blaise Lah and Jeremiah Kari.
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GOOD ICE

OUR COMMUNITY

S u b s c r i b e  t o  t h e  T i m b e r j a y  2 1 8 - 7 5 3 - 2 9 5 0

WASHINGTON D.C. SENIORS
Spaghetti Dinner
F•U•N•D•R•A•I•S•E•R

ALL-U-CAN-EAT Spaghetti Dinner
Friday, Dec. 8 • 4-7 pm
Ely High School Cafeteria

Spaghetti w/Meat or Veggie Sauce
Tossed Salad/Dressings/Bread Sticks

Cookies/Beverage
Adults $8 • Students (with school ID) $6
Seniors $7 • Children Grades K-6 $4

Age 4 And Under FREE

THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING 
2018 WASHINGTON

DC SENIORS

Join us before the
High School Boys Basketball Game

vs International Falls

Ely Area Food Shelf
Thank You!

Insula
Gators Grilled

Cheese Emporium
Northern Grounds-

Jasper Bakery
Plum Bun
Jodi Naykki
Merdie Merrill
Lorelei Lenich 
Ely Northland Market 
Zup’s  Grocery

And Our Community for your valued
and continued support.

Thank you!!!

Dahl’s Dairy
Karl Jonas
Gene Hicks Coffee
Carol Carlson-Bursch
Sally Koski
Sue Smith 
Grace Lutheran Church
Gifts That Give
All our fabulous

volunteers

The Ely Area Food Shelf would like to thank the 
following for making our Free Will Donation Soup
Day at the Gifts That Give a huge success. You, our
patrons and our volunteers helped make the
holidays better for our neighbors.

The frozen surface of Shagawa Lake at Semers Park was perfect late last week for an ice skating
party. Dozens of Ely residents, including the high school hockey team, took advantage of the rare
occurence of smooth, bare ice thick enough for safe skating. photos by K. Vandervort

Perfect conditions for skating on the lake

ELY - Ely sixth-grader
Robert Towley hosted a
chili feed last week to do
his part in the fight against
cancer. More than 200
people were served in the
chu rch  ha l l  a t  F i r s t
Lutheran Church on Camp
Street.

“Robert had the ambi-
tious goal of trying to raise
$2,500 and he took in
$3,305,” said his mother
Hollee Coombe. “He was
thrilled and humbled that

people would help him
with his cause. He was
able to greet almost every-
one that came, to shake
hands with them, and talk
about his goal.”

Robert witnessed first-
hand the devastation the
disease can do when it
attacked his uncle, Chad
Meskill .  “He did the
research and determined
that he wanted to raise
money for St. Jude’s
Research Hospital in

Memphis, Tenn., starting
with the chili feed,” Hollee
said.

Members of First
Lutheran Church are sup-
porting Robert and his goal.
Members provided baked
goods for the chili supper,
and he is thinking about
having a blanket sale and
may be asking for dona-
tions of afghans and quilts.

“We’ve now begun the
next steps to work with St.
Jude’s to deliver the dona-

tion in person,” Hollee said.
“He would like to volun-
teer for the day at St. Jude’s.
He has learned that it is
good to be good. He has a
big heart.”

Ely student raises money for cancer

Robert Towley, an Ely
sixth-grade student,
held a chili feed
fundraiser at First
Lutheran Church last
Friday ands raised
more than $3,300 for
St. Jude’s Children’s
Hospital. 
photo by K. Vandervort 

Co-dependents meet on Fridays
ELY – The Ely co-dependents support group meets

Fridays at noon at St. Anthony’s Church in Classroom 3.
Use west side entrance. For more information, go
to www.coda.org.

EMPOWER meets Sunday
ELY - Join EMPOWER for their Holiday gathering

at the Ely Folk School on Sunday, Dec. 10 beginning at
6 p.m.  Bring a finger-food appetizer or dessert to share.
EMPOWER will provide beverages.  Irene Hartfield will
provide the music for the traditional sing-along.  

Local artist Andy Messerschmidt hosted an
exhibit and opening recently at his new studio,
The Ornamental Hermit located at 132 N 1st
Ave. E. next to the former Music Outfitters.
Visitors were encouraged to bring patterned
elements to help donate/integrate into a collab-
orative wall collage. “I was looking for symmet-
rical patterns or images in pairs that could be
arranged bilaterally,” he said. For more 
information on Ely’s newest art studio, go to
www.andymesserschmidt.com. 
photo by K. Vandervort



CRANE LAKE- It’s
beginning to look a lot like
Christmas. Night driving
around town gives some
beautiful displays of
Christmas lights. Check
out Bruce Bestie and Jeff
Miller’s displays. Putting
up all the lights is not an
easy job, however, the dis-
plays are appreciated.
There will be more before
the season is over. Orr
started the season with a
bazaar, parade, breakfast,
lunch and several bake
sales. An unbelievable
assortment of cookies were
displayed and purchased.
The highlight was the
arrival of Santa Claus.  The
strong winds have not been
kind to our decorations. For
Christmas decorations,
Linda Lang put out about
six Christmas windsocks—
with the wind (gale force!)
four of them blew away!
She hopes to find them in
the woods or somewhere,
but has a feeling they’re in
Wisconsin!!!!! 

This is the year of

bu i ld ing ,  e spec ia l ly
garages. Carl and Marie are
building a garage with a
small house for Thera. The
Smiths are having a garage
built and there appear to
be more construction mate-
rials being shipped into
the area for other cabin
owners.

The lake is frozen but
it is recommended to not
travel on the ice until there
are seven inches all over!
A tragedy on Red Lake
with a couple going into
the ice with a snowmobile
happened recently. Be
careful.  

Tina Sokoloski was in
New York recently to
comfort her father and
mother on the sad news of
her father being diagnosed
with stage four cancer.
Everyone wishes Tino a
speedy recovery. 

Have you noticed the
full moon? Next month,
January, we will be treated
to two full moons in one
month. That should bring
out the wilds in some folks.
Police, doctors, nurses and
all emergency people claim
the full moon brings out the
wild side of folks.  This
month will be remembered
as the month of three
seasons. In one day we had
fall with fall-like temper-
atures, spring with April
showers and even a thun-
derstorm with lightning
and thunder, and certainly
we have winter. We have
not had summer.

Mike and Linda Lang

have returned from a trip
that took them to Texas,
Arkansas and Iowa. A
couple of nights were spent
with Mike’s brother, Myles
(Tucker) and wife Carol in
Fort Worth, Texas.  They
had an enjoyable time there
that even included seeing
the movie, Murder on the
Orient Express. They spent
Thanksgiving at the home
of Brett and Shannon
Cameron, daughter of the
Langs.  The good news
from them is that Logan is
making bone like crazy to
hea l  h is  two broken
metacarpal bones, and he
will be able to return to full
use and function two weeks
earlier than previously
expected. Then Mike and
Linda went to the home of
Dave and Ticky Freiborg,
and then all of them went
to Hot Springs, Ark. It was
fun  t o  l e a rn  abou t
the “gangster” history of the
area, visit some of the his-
toric bathhouses, and learn
how they “marketed” the
hot springs. The highlight
was the Trail of Lights—
a beautiful path of lighted
Christmas trees and deco-
rations of the season.  A
beautiful family wedding
in Ankeny, Iowa, finished
off the Langs’ trip—Mike
and all six of his brothers
were in attendance—so it
was a fun family time filled
with celebration, conver-
sa t ion ,  and  commit -
ment.  Many of the couples
have celebrated 50 or more
years of marriage, and even
those who haven’t reached
that marker yet are incred-
ibly close. 

Shannon and Brett
Cameron and sons, Ian and
Logan, have a family
Christmas tradition for the
last dozen years at their
home in Texas. Their yard
becomes a lighted extrav-
aganza of wrapped trees
with outlined beams and
windows on their home,
and multiple Christmas
trees in the yard. Not only
is the display gorgeous,
the lights blink according
to Christmas music that is
played during the show.
Their light show runs only
on Friday, Saturday and
Sunday evenings just after
sunset (they have the agree-

ment of their neighbors)
and lasts about 45 minutes
in total. People from the
community are  invited
to stop by to view the show.
You can show your appre-
ciation by leaving non-per-
ishable food donations in
boxes provided.  The
Camerons then take the
donations to a local food
shelf. 

Best wishes for a
speedy recovery to Marie
Anderson on her recent
surgery! Everyone loves
Marie.

Have you ever won-
dered who thought of the
idea to put electric lights
on trees as Christmas dec-
orations? 

Trees previously were
lighted  with  candles. As
you  can  imag ine ,
this resulted in many house
fires. In 1882, Edward
Johnson, Thomas Edison’s
longtime assistant and
friend, put together the first
string of lights for string-
ing around a tree. As they
say, the rest is history!

The  Dames  a r e
looking for traditions. The
Dames are delighted to
receive news of some tra-
ditions: the Camerons’ tra-
dition of their unique light
show, last week Ruth
Carlson’s tradition of
Christmas dishes. This
week ,  Lu lu  F ry  o f
Northland Lodge reports
she also uses her Christmas
dishes the entire month of
December. Let us know of
your Christmas tradition,
share your Christmas tra-
dition with us. 

Let us hear from you.
If you are a snowbird, tell
us what life is like in your
area.  Snowbirds like to hear
the news of what is going
on at Crane Lake; we like
to know about you. Send
news  by  e -ma i l  t o
info@thelakecountry.com,
by fax to 218-757-3533, or
by phone to Sandy at 218-
757-3233 and it will be
added. So fire away with
your news.

Until the next time,
the Teapot Dames are
singing off.
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Bookmobile schedule
Visit your library on wheels, the Arrowhead

Library System Bookmobile. Local stops and times
include:

Thursday, 
Dec. 28
Nett Lake –

Community Center
9:30-10:15

Orr  –  C i ty
Hall/Tourism Center
11:00-11:45

Buyck  –
Vermilion River
Tavern     1:15-1:45

Crane Lake – Ranger Station          2:00-2:30
Kabetogama – “Town” Hall            3:45-4:15                       
For further information on the Bookmobile or Mail-

A-Book services, write or call the Arrowhead Library
System, 5528 Emerald Ave., Mt. Iron, MN 55768  218-
741-3840, or check our website at www.alslib.info.

COOK

CRANE LAKE

Fifth Annual Lutefisk and Meatball
Dinner on Saturday, Dec. 9

COOK- Trinity Lutheran Church in Cook will
be holding their Fifth Annual Lutefisk and Meatball
Dinner on Saturday, Dec. 9 from 4-7 p.m. Dinner
includes lutefisk with white sauce and/or melted
butter, meatballs, potatoes and gravy, green beans,
rutabaga, lefse, homemade bread, cranberries,
pickled herring, desserts and more. Cost is $15 for
adults and $6 for children under ten. Take-out meals
are available. Net proceeds will be donated to
ELCA World Hunger, Cook Community Food Shelf,
and other ministries. Trinity Lutheran is located at
321 2nd St. SE. All are welcome. 

Wi-Fi hotspots available for checkout
at Cook Library

COOK- The Cook Public Library now owns
five wireless hotspots available for check out. A
hotspot is a portable Wi-Fi device that allows you to
connect your computer, tablet, smart phone and
other devices to the Internet.

Hotspot Terms of Use
Eligibility- Borrowers must have an Arrowhead

Library System library card. This card must be in
good standing.  Borrowers must sign the Hotspot
User Agreement at checkout. If under 18, a borrow-
er must have a parent or caregiver sign the Hotspot
User Agreement at checkout.

Checkout Terms: The Hotspot loan period is 7
days. Hotspots cannot be renewed. Hotspots circu-
late only from the Cook Public Library. Hotspots are
not available for interlibrary loan. Internet service
will be disconnected if the Hotspot is overdue.
Hotspots cannot be used outside of the United
States.

Check In Terms: Hotspots cannot be placed in
the overnight drop. Hotspots must be returned to the
circulation counter. All items listed on the Packing
Slip must be returned at the time of Check In.

Coverage Area- Disclaimer: The Hotspot relies
on AT&T 4G signal. There may be some areas
without coverage.

Funding for these Hotspots was provided
through the Blandin Broadband Grant.  This grant
was awarded to the Grizzlies community to support
projects and raise awareness about Internet
resources and services.

Ruby’s Pantry Christmas dinner for
volunteers on Dec. 16

COOK- All who volunteer for Ruby’s Pantry in
Cook are invited to a Christmas dinner at noon on
Saturday, Dec. 16 at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church. A
program will follow the meal. Please RSVP with
Sue at 218-741-3925 by Saturday, Dec. 9 if you plan
to attend.

Readers and Rappers book club meets
on Tuesday, Dec. 12

COOK- Readers and Rappers, a Cook area
book club, will meet on Tuesday, Dec. 12 at 1 p.m.
in the Community Room at the Homestead
Apartments in Cook. Susan Kolstad will be the
moderator for the book, “The Wife, the Maid, and
the Mistresss,” by Ariel Lawhon. Attendees are
asked to bring cookies to share. January’s meeting
will be on Tuesday, Jan. 9 and the book of choice is
“Locally Laid” by Lucie B. Amundsen. All are
welcome.  

Volunteer Appreciation Night at Cook
Library on Thursday, Dec. 14

COOK- Stop by the Cook Public Library on
Thursday, Dec.14 at 5:30 p.m. to help us thank and
celebrate all the volunteers who dedicate their time
and share their talents at the library. Hot beverages
and light snacks will be available courtesy of the
Friends of the Cook Public Library.

Our library volunteers serve in a variety of ways
including running the circulation desk, shelving
materials, serving on the library board, advocating
and fundraising with the Friends of the Cook Public
Library, leading programs such as Summer Reading
and the BFF Club, participating on the Teen
Advisory Board (TAB) and working at special
events like the Quilt Lovers Tea. 

The Cook Public Library thanks everyone who
volunteered this year. We would not be able to
provide such outstanding services and programming
without your commitment to this library. Thank you.
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Santa visited with children inside.
Cook Area Farmers Market vendors
also set up at the Community Center
for a winter mini-market during the
event on Dec. 1.  There were also
children’s art activities sponsored by
NWFA. photos by M. Roach

Santa arrives at Cook Country Christmas by horse carriage as children young and old come to
greet him. He led them in singing Rudolph the Red Nose Reindeer.  

Read us online at 
www.timberjay.com



Greetings Grizzlies
Families and Communities,

I love snow.  I have to
admit that I am a little dis-
appointed that Monday’s
storm missed us.  I know
that snow is a pain to shovel
and plow, but banking the
fishouse with strips of card-
board just doesn’t cut it.
Enough on that!

School discipline is a
complicated subject that
could easily fill a book, and
in many instances does.
This week I would like to
talk a little about it.

I’ve been a teacher or
administrator at four dif-
ferent public schools in my
career.   All of them have
had similar rules and expec-
tations.  Most would agree
that all schools generally
have the same rules and
expectations for students.
Students and parents some-
times have different expec-
tations, depending on
circumstances, and this is
where we run into occa-
sional conflict.

I want everyone to
realize that parents and
schools want the same
outcome for kids: success.
How we get there and how
we define it is where we
sometimes differ.

First, it’s never fun
dealing with misbehavior,
whether with your own
children at home or as a
teacher at school.   Think
of your own children at

home when they are being
naughty.   Now, multiply
that out by ten.  Teachers
have anywhere from fifteen
to thirty children in their
classes at once, even larger
in some classes.  Ever host
a party for your kids?  Ever
invite ten kids?  Ever do it
again?  Now try teaching
them math and reading.
Every day.  Try getting
them to all stop talking
and listen to you.  It’s chal-
lenging.  As a parent, did
you ever give in to your
child’s demands even when
you knew you shouldn’t?
Have you ever grounded
your child and then let him
or her out of it?  If you do
that as a teacher in front of
your class, you just lost
your credibility and now
other students will expect
the same leeway.  This is
why teachers and admin-
istrators try so hard to be
consistent with every child,

period.  I think sometimes
we forget this.  

Consequences for mis-
behavior vary depending
on the infraction and the
age of the student.   The
younger the student is, the
less likely they are to
receive a stiffer sentence.
As students mature, so do
the expectations and con-
sequences.  Some students
are on IEPs (Individual
Education Plans) which
include modifications for
academics or behavior
based upon the student’s
documented disability.
This can also be a factor in
how discipline is handled.  

In order to keep con-
sequences consistent for
more of the serious infrac-
tions, a discipline chart
was created.  Don’t get me
wrong, I am allowed to use
my discretion if circum-
stances allow, but the chart
spells out what the typical
school responses would
be.  Our Student Handbook
(ava i l ab l e  on l ine  a t
w w w. n o r t h w o o d s s -
chool.net) outlines most
infractions and their con-
sequences.   

At North Woods, con-
sequences can range any-
where from a hallway
conversation to out-of-
school suspension (OSS).
OSS has come under
increasing scrutiny as it
removes students from the
school.  Sending a kid home

for a day or two is a big
decision, but when the
behavior warrants it or
when safety is an issue, it
is still used.  Detention at
lunch, loss of recess, loss
of  pr ivi lege,  parent /
student/teacher conference,
and ISS (in-school sus-
pension) are also common
consequences.

Data privacy protects
all minors, and actually all
students at school regard-
less of age.  For this reason,
schools cannot talk to
parents about conse-
quences for kids other than
their own.   We are not
trying to hide anything.
We are just following the
law.

Parents and schools
are in this together, with
both of us doing our best
to raise respectful kids and
young adults.

If you ever have ques-
tions about how your child
is doing in school, please
call and talk to me or your
child’s teachers.  We will
do what we can to resolve
concerns.

Part II will continue
next week.  Until then think
snow and have a great
weekend!

Your Principal,
John Vukmanich
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Thoughts on school discipline policies

COOK- The Cook Public Library is pleased to
host its third annual BFF Gingerbread Event on
Thursday, Dec. 14 at 4 p.m. This year all children
are welcome to help build a gingerbread village to
display at the library during the month of
December. To ensure we have enough supplies,
please contact the library at 218-666-2210 or email
crystal.phillips@alslib.info by Friday, Dec. 8 to let
us know you’re attending. This event is sponsored
by the Friends of the Cook Public Library.

BFF Gingerbread Event at Cook
Library on Thursday, Dec. 14

BEAR RIVER LUTHERAN

Hanging of the Greens on Friday, Dec. 8
BEAR RIVER- When the hardy

pioneers of the newly formed Bear
River Lutheran Church gathered to
celebrate the birth of Jesus over 100
years ago, they worshipped at the old
Bear River Log Schoolhouse.  One
of the traditions was to pull the tree
out of the corner of the room, light
all the little candles attached to its
boughs (with one person standing
nearby with a pail of water, of
course…), hold hands with each
other, and sing Christmas carols as
they walked around the tree.
Although we no longer sing around
the tree, favorite Christmas traditions
continue.  Along with the Christmas
Eve Worship Service on Dec. 24 at
4:30 p.m., another tradition has
become a favorite Christmas event
at Bear River for over 20 years.

On Friday, Dec. 8 the commu-
nity will gather at the little white
church on the banks of the Bear River
for the 22nd annual “Hanging of the
Greens” worship service.  As we get
ready for Christmas, we often find
ourselves getting caught up in all the
hustle and bustle of the holiday
season.  Sometimes we lose sight of
why we are celebrating in the first
place.  The “Hanging of the Greens”
worship service provides a way to
stop and prepare ourselves for the
real reason for the season – the cel-

ebration of the birth of Jesus.
As we progress through the

season of Advent – the season of
preparing for Christmas – we find
ourselves embracing customs and tra-
ditions that have come down to us
through the ages.  It is true that some
of our celebrations have their origins
in pagan customs and have little to
do with the birth of Christ.  These
traditions have been brought to
Christmas by converts to Christianity.
We don’t need to have any qualms
about using these customs, for they
– along with the people who cele-
brated them – were converted to
Christianity.  Their traditions were
laid at Jesus’ feet as gifts.  What is
significant for us is not “what they
may once have meant” but rather
“what they mean for us today.”

At 7 p.m. on Friday, Dec. 8, the
Bear River Lutheran Church will
begin to wear its Christmas apparel.
We will make the Sanctuary ready
for the birthday of the King much as
we would make it ready for a banquet
with a royal host, by dressing it in
its best apparel.  We are mindful that,
though it is not Christmas yet, it will
be here very soon.  Preparation for
this beautiful season is not something
that should be done for us.  It is some-
thing that we should do ourselves.
On this night of the Hanging of the

Greens, each individual and family
will share in the furnishing of the
Bear River Church for the celebra-
tion of the birth of Christ.

While we sing together and dec-
orate the church, not only will we
explain the history of the symbols
of these special seasons, but we will
dedicate these symbols to the glory
of God.   Come and join us as we
prepare our church – and ourselves
– for the wondrous celebration of the
birth of our Savior.  Following the
service, coffee an’ will be shared.

Celebrating Jesus’ birth will
continue throughout the Advent
Season during our 10 a.m. Sunday
worship times – including Sunday
morning, Dec. 24.   Christmas Eve
Candlelight Services will be held on
Sunday, Dec. 24 at 4:30 p.m.

Hanging of the Greens, Sunday
morning worship, and Christmas
Eve Worship, we have many won-
derful things happening to celebrate
the Birth of our Savior at Bear River
Church and we invite you to take part
in any or all of them.

Bear River Church is located at
11141 Hwy. 22 in Bear River, three
miles west of the intersection of Hwy.
5 and Hwy. 22, or four miles east of
Hwy. 65.  If you have any questions,
please contact Gloria Hegg at 218-
376-4673. COOK- The

Arrowhead Library
System is pleased to
present Homeward
Bound Theatre’s
Legends of the
Wilderness, with
Jacques La Christian.
This is a free program
being offered for ages
eight though adult at
the Cook Public
Library on Wednesday,
Dec. 13 at 6 p.m.   

Experience the
wilderness through
reenactment of the
1800s with French

Canadian Voyageur Jacques La Christian. See Indian
beadwork, flintlock rifles and pistols, along with
furs of various types used in the fur trade in the U.S.
and Canada. 

David Popilek, as Jacques, has been entertaining
diverse groups of people with his educational and
compelling series of historical stories, exhibits and
CDs for over 30 years. 

This program, sponsored by Arrowhead Library
System, was funded in part or in whole with money
from Minnesota’s Arts and Cultural Heritage Fund. 

Legends of the Wilderness at Cook
Library on Wednesday, Dec. 13

COOK- Come experience the joy and true
meaning of Christmas as portrayed by the children of
our community and surrounding area. “The King and
Me” will be presented at the First Baptist Church of
Cook on Saturday, Dec. 16 at 5 p.m. and on Sunday,
Dec. 17 at 10:30 a.m. The musical is filled with
vibrant songs that deliver the truth of God’s Word and
a script that features an exuberant cast preparing for a
theme park extravaganza in the Little Town of
Bethlehem. King David, Goliath, Solomon and others
will literally “explode” onto the scene...Goliath in full
costume and the Kings in royal garb. 

Following the Saturday performance, there will
be a “Feast and Fellowship” time in the lower audito-
rium. All are welcome to attend one or both of these
performances. You won’t want to miss it. The children
invite you, too.

“The King and Me” at First
Baptist Church on Dec. 16 and 17

CHRISTMAS PLAY

Subscribe Today
(218) 753-2950
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HOLIDAY MUSICNelimark open Dec. 8 and 9 for
holiday shopping and treats

EMBARRASS- It’s a snowy December again
in Embarrass. That means it’s time to start thinking
about holiday gifts for everyone on your list. The
Nelimark Heritage Museum is the place to do your
shopping for Christmas gifts of all kinds. The
Nelimark will be open only one weekend before
Christmas, on Friday and Saturday, Dec. 8 and 9
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Starting Friday morning at 10 a.m. the
Nelimark will be open with locally crafted items
and goodies galore for you and your family. Items
available include homemade candies, Finnish
biscuit, jule kakka, potica, peanut brittle, flat-
breads, sweet breads, rye breads, homemade taffy,
fruitcakes, cinnamon rolls, fruit tarts, artisan
breads, pies, colorful aprons, refurbished col-
lectibles, Finnish gifts, glassware, mementos, chil-
dren’s books, holiday decorations, wreaths, items
from yesteryear, sauna supplies, handmade soaps,
handmade oils, kitchen items, wooden signs of all
kinds, books by local authors, old postcards and
more.

The local artisans will be on hand to welcome
you and your friends from across the Range on
Friday and Saturday, Dec. 8 and 9, from 10 a.m. to
4 p.m. with fresh brewed coffee and cider free for
all to enjoy. You can sit and have a visit with
neighbors or browse the rooms upstairs and down
and just enjoy your day at a very popular and
unusual local gathering place. Merry Christmas
and a Happy New Year!

Ruby’s Pantry in Cook on Dec. 14
COOK- The next Ruby’s Pantry food distribu-

tion will be on Thursday, Dec. 14 from 4:30 - 6
p.m. at the old Cook School. Registration begins at
3 p.m. with a $20 cash donation at the door.
Volunteers are asked to please arrive at 3 p.m.
Please bring your own containers. Ruby’s Pantry is
now offering online registration at
rubyspantry.com starting Friday, Dec. 15 for the
January distribution with a $21 donation at sign-
up. Ruby’s Pantry is sponsored by St. Paul’s
Lutheran Church of Alango. For more information,
please contact Sue Kolstad at 218-741-3925. 

NWFA writers and artists meet
Saturdays in Cook

COOK- Artists and writers meet on Saturday
afternoons at Northwoods Friends of the Arts
Gallery in Cook. Coordinator Ellie Larmouth will
hold the Cook Area Writers Group this Saturday,
Dec. 9 from 1 to 3 p.m. The writers group meets on
the second Saturday of each month. Anyone inter-
ested in writing and talking about writing is
welcome.

All types of artists are invited to Open Art
meetings on the third Saturday of each month at
NWFA Gallery. There was a mix up in dates for
December so... the gallery will be open on Dec. 16
from 12 - 3 p.m. for those who want to do art
together. Bring friends and bring supplies. Contact
Alberta at 218-666-2153 to let her know if you are
going (or not going, if you are a regular).

NWFA is a non-profit organization established
in 2010 to encourage the arts and artists in the
region of Cook. The NWFA Gallery is located next
to Dream Weaver Salon at 210 S River St. Winter
hours are 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Thursday and Friday
and, ordinarily, on Saturday from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Check out NWFA’s website at www.nwfamn.org.

Last chance to see Finland 100
exhibit on Dec. 9 

VIRGINIA- Everyone is invited to an open
house on Saturday, Dec. 9 from 1-3 p.m. at the
Virginia Area Historical Museum, located at 800
9th Ave. N (adjacent to Olcott Park). Come to look
at the permanent exhibits, the Finland 100 display
that depicts Finnish influence on our area, and
enjoy a coffee social with music and refresh-
ments! This will be a last chance to see the Finland
100 display; it is scheduled to be taken down to be
replaced by the next exhibit.

Silent
Auction! Raffles!

Chili
& Soup!

Join
Us!

Adults $8 • Kids $5
We will be celebrating Tina’s 50th Birthday at D’Erick’s

on Main Street, Tower later that evening • 6 PM to ? 
Stop in and say hello or stay and visit for the evening!

We look forward to seeing you! 

BENEFIT
Tina Brown

Our mother and friend Tina Brown (Hardy), from Soudan, was recently
diagnosed in September with Adenocarcinoma of the left lower lobe,

stage 4 brain cancer. Please come to enjoy some food and support Tina.

Saturday, December 9
11 AM - 3 PM 

(Timber Hall, 4855 Hwy 21, Embarrass)

TOWER- The Tower-Soudan
Area Singers have prepared a concert
you do not want to miss. Under the
direction of Rolf Anderson and pianist
Lynn Watts, the 30-member choir has
prepared an afternoon of fun and nos-
talgia for the whole family at 2 p.m.
on Sunday, Dec. 17 at the Tower-
Soudan Elementary School.

Included in the repertoire of

songs are favorites such as The First
Noel ,  Joy to  the  World  and
Everywhere Christmas Tonight, as
well as the fun and rousing music
and lyrics of ‘Twas the Night Before
Christmas, The African Noel, and
You’ r e  a  Mean  One ,  Mr.
Grinch.  These, combined with
moving and tender psalms such as
Mary Rocked the Little Baby and

Bethlehem Winds, are sure to get you
into the Christmas mood.

Special appearances will be
made by Santa and Mrs. Claus, as
well as the Grinch. The vocal and
instrumental talents of these area
musicians will be followed by a
coffee an’. 

A free will donation will be
taken.

Tower-Soudan Area Singers Christmas Concert on Sunday, Dec. 17

PRIOR LAKE- The
Shakopee Mdewakanton
Sioux Community (SMSC)
and the University of
M in neso t a  t oday
announced the newest class
of scholarship recipients for
the  SMSC Endowed
Scholarship program. They
inc lude  19  Na t i ve
American students from
10 different tribes includ-
ing two Bois Forte Band
members, Jenna Cashman
and Austyn Dagen. 

The new scholars rep-
resent fourteen under-
graduate students and five
graduate students, ten
scholars from Minnesota
tribes, eight students at the
University of Minnesota-
Duluth, six at the Twin
Cities campus, and five at
the Morris campus, and
majors including civil engi-
neering, biochemistry,
medicine, environmental
studies, social work, and the
unde rg radua t e  and

master’s-level tribal admin-
istration and governance
program in Duluth. 

The SMSC Endowed
Scholarship program was
established through a $2.5
mi l l i on  g i f t  t o  t he
University of Minnesota
from the SMSC. The gift
leveraged a former uni-
versity matching program
that doubles the impact of
the gift to students. Since
the program began in 2009,
more than 200 students
have received this schol-
arship. Thirty-eight stu-
dents are enrolled this year,
representing more than 30
tribal nations across the
United States.

“As I look toward my
future, I feel confident that
I will succeed at the
University of Minnesota,”
said Alexandrah Walker, a
scholarship recipient and
member of the Meskwaki
Nation in Iowa. “I am

highly motivated to finish
school and earn my degree,
and after graduation I
intend to give back to my
community and inspire
others to do the same. This
scholarship helps ease the
financial burden of moving
toward my goals.”

The  Univers i ty ’s
Office for Equity and
Diversity administers the
scho l a r sh ip .  Na t i ve
American students who
have been admitted to any
University of Minnesota
campus are eligible to apply
for the SMSC Endowed
Scholarship. Scholarship
applications for the 2018-
2019 academic year are
due March 1, 2018, for
undergraduate students and
May 1, 2018, for graduate
s tuden t s .  Vi s i t
diversity.umn.edu/smsc for
more information. 

U of M and Shakopee Tribe announce 2017-2018 scholarship recipients 

TOWER

Pizzas, PastaPizzas, Pasta
&& More!More!
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WE DELIVER!

TOWER- While it may appear
that progress on the Lake Vermilion
Cultural Center building is at a stand-
still, behind the scenes the board has
been working to raise the funds
needed for the next phases of the
project, as well as hiring a new archi-
tect and making sure the building is
secure and stable until the roof lines
are secured. Attaching the roof sec-
tions of the cultural center additions
to the existing roofline of the old
church hall has been more compli-
cated than originally believed. Much
of this was due to the condition of
the existing 128-year-old roof rafters.
This damage wasn’t apparent until
the building was moved to its new
location and parts of the roof were
opened up and examined.

John Bowe and Peter Blodgett,
of H&B Ltd., have moved into the
role of general contractors. The two
are nearby to oversee the project, have
experience in restoration contract-
ing, and fulfill a grant requirement
for local people working on the job.
Also, they spent much of last winter
preparing the interior of the original
building and additions for comple-
tion.  That work is not visible to the
passerby but it readied the interior
for finishing once the rooflines are
secure. “Both John and Peter have a
tremendous heart for this project,”
said Mary Batinich, chair of the
LVCC. In addition, John and his wife,
Rosemary Shepherd, are stained
glass craftsmen who have been restor-
ing the beautiful stained glass
windows.

The LVCC board and building
committee have also decided to retain
the services of Architectural
Resources Inc.  ARI has extensive
experience with historic restoration
projects such as this, and will be taking
the lead to oversee this project. Their
work will enhance and add further
detail to the original architectural
plans.

Moving forward will be a col-
laboration between the building com-

mittee, ARI as architects and engi-
neers, H&B Ltd. as general con-
tractors and on-site management,
and as many local contractors and
workers as possible.  

The goal is to soon have a code-
compliant plan, complete construc-
tion documents, and specifications
to ensure a high-quality project of
which the entire Iron Range can be
proud.

The garage/carriage house
behind St. Mary’s Hall looks very
nice.  Many have wondered why can’t
some initial siding work be done, at
least on the highway side of St.
Mary’s Hall?

“We are proud of the carriage
house phase of the project,” said
Bowe. “It has a half-round window
and cut shingles that match the orig-
inals on the old church. Our goal was
to set a benchmark for how the rest
of the project will look.”

When you are in Tower, take a
moment to stop and study the car-
riage house and envision how St.
Mary’s Hall will look when com-
pleted.  Bowe said as much as they
would like to do the trim, siding, and
install the stained glass windows to
make the exterior of the building look
pretty, they must follow a logical and
sequential restoration/construction
process, which means that all the exte-
rior construction work and roofing
must be completed before the shin-

gles and trim, along with the newly-
restored stained windows, are put into
place.

“ We have all the stained glass
windows and frames in our shop
(Kekekabic Studios in Ely) and have
a good many of them restored,”
Bowe said.  Rosemary and crew will
be working on the rest throughout
the winter.  Anyone who is curious
about the stained glass restoration is
invited to stop in at the studio at 118
E. Chapman Street, in Ely, to watch
the progress.  

Child’s Christmas in
Wales on Dec. 27

The LVCC is holding a holiday
fundraiser on Wednesday, Dec. 27
at the Vermilion Park Inn in Soudan.
Come and celebrate the holidays with
a reading of “A Child’s Christmas
in Wales,” by William Kimes,
Professor Emeritus at Hamline
University. The evening starts with
a social hour at 5 p.m. with a viewing
of the “Dickens Christmas Village,”
and a gourmet dinner served at 6 p.m.
There will also be carol singing. There
is limited seating, cost is $50 per
person ($25 is tax-deductible). Call
612-360-7079 for reservations, or
email malex@gmail.com. For
overnight accommodations at the inn,
call 218-753-2333.

Update on LVCC building project
by JODI SUMMIT

Tower-Soudan Editor

Peeling
paint and 
tattered
shingles
on the
LVCC
building
exterior
will be
replaced,
but not
until the
structural
and roof-
ing work is
completed.
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ORR Old-Time Dance at Wolf Creek Dance
Hall on Saturday, Dec. 16

ELY- There will be an Old-Time Dance with a
caller, with music by “Sugar on the Roof,” on
Saturday, Dec. 16 starting at 5 p.m. at McKenzie’s
Dance Hall, 2140 Wolf Creek Pass Rd. (eight miles
west of Ely on Hwy. 169). Pot luck dinner begins at
5 p.m. with dancing and music to follow. Donations
taken at the door. Limited parking. Please carpool if
possible. Any questions, call Tim McKenzie at 218-
365-5136.

Tower Holiday Craft Show set for
Saturday, Dec. 9

TOWER- The Tower Holiday Craft Show will
be held on Saturday, Dec. 9 from 9 a.m. – 3 p.m. at
the Tower Civic Center. Stop by to browse the
wares from over 20 area crafters who will be offer-
ing gifts for all ages along with holiday baking.

There will be handmade gifts for all ages,
knitted goods, crafts, decorative items, Native
American crafts, doll clothes, wooden cutting
boards, rag rugs, candles, and much, much more.

This is a great opportunity to shop local and
support your neighbors. The show is sponsored by
Friends of Vermilion Country School, which will be
selling lunch and coffee an’.

“False Hope and True” at Mesabi
Unitarian on Dec. 10

VIRGINIA- What is the proper balance
between wishful thinking and hope grounded in
reality? In what, or in whom, do we place our faith,
trust, and hope? What does it mean to be people of
hope? Explore these questions in a presentation
called “False Hope and True” on Sunday, Dec. 10 at
10:30 a.m. with Reverend Suzanne Wasilczuk at
Mesabi Unitarian Universalist Church, located at
230 7th St. S in Virginia. 

Usual services are Sundays at 10:30 a.m. A
parent/infant area is provided, as is toddler care, and
religious education is provided for the over fives.
All are welcome and the church is handicap accessi-
ble. For more information, visit www.mesabiuu.org. 

Embarrass Ice Candle Celebration set
for Saturday, Dec. 16

EMBARRASS- The Embarrass Ice Candle and
Holiday Gathering will be held on Saturday, Dec.
16 from 4 – 6 p.m. at the Embarrass Cemetery and
the Embarrass Town Hall.

Join the community at the Embarrass Cemetery
for the display of ice candles set out in memory of
loved ones, then stop by the town hall for Christmas
goodies along with crafts and a movie for the chil-
dren. The township is looking for donations of
Christmas cookies and bars for the gathering. If you
are able to help out, please call the clerk’s office at
218-984-2084. Volunteers are also needed to help
place the ice candles at the cemetery that afternoon.
This is a great time for all ages to be involved.

NER Elementary winter concert on
Tuesday, Dec. 19

BABBITT- The Northeast Range Elementary
School winter concert will be held on Tuesday, Dec.
19 at 1:30 p.m. at the school auditorium.

Northeast Range Community Theater
production set for Dec. 8 and 9

BABBITT- The Northeast Range Community
Theater will present “Who’s Dying to be a
Millionaire?” by Pat Cook. The play will be direct-
ed by Joe Kaufenberg. Performances are set for
Friday, Dec. 8 at 6 p.m. and Saturday, Dec. 9 at 1
p.m. Tickets are $5 each.

Auditions for Love Letters at Lyric
Center on Dec. 12

VIRGINIA- The Lyric Center for the Arts is
holding auditions for a February production of Love
Letters on Tuesday, Dec. 12 from 5:30 – 7 p.m. at
the Lyric Annex. Love Letters requires one male
and one female actor. The Lyric Annex is located at
516 Chestnut St. in downtown Virginia.

ORR-The heat has been turned
on in the elementary wing of the Orr
Center, allowing for the Orr Center
Market, a second-hand store, to open
in the old library.  This is a major
advancement for the center which
had only been able to be open during
warmer weather.  The wood boilers

had been in place for some time, but
funding was needed to complete the
job.  This past September, Ruth
Husimann organized a Go Fund Me
page for donations to fund the heating
project, which so far, has topped
$8,000.  This is an on-going project
and there is still work to be com-
pleted.  Income generated from the
shop will go toward the completion
of the heating project.  

Donations are accepted during
market store hours, or by appoint-
ment.  Many items are accepted,
including gently-used clothing,
housewares, books, and toys.  No
large appliances or large furniture will
be accepted.  The Orr Center Market
will be open during the winter months
on Monday, Wednesday, and
Saturday from 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.

CONSUMER TIPS

New thrift shop opens at Orr Center

by MELISSA ROACH
Staff Writer

The new thrift shop, located in the old Orr School building, will be open Mondays, Wednesdays,
and Saturdays during the winter months. photo by M. Roach

ST. PAUL- The Minnesota
Commerce Department is conven-
ing a series of free public forums to
provide information for older
Minnesotans and their family care-
givers on how to protect themselves
and their money from common scams
and fraud.

“These events are in conjunc-
tion with the launch this month of
the Commerce Department’s Hang
Up on Fraud! initiative,” said
Commerce Commissioner Jessica
Looman. “This is a statewide public
information and outreach campaign
to promote the availability of a new
financial fraud prevention toolkit
for older Minnesotans and their fam-
ilies.”

“The number of seniors and vul-
nerable adults who are targeted by

scammers is alarming,” said
Representative Paul Rosenthal (DFL-
Edina), who carried legislation estab-
l ishing the fraud prevention
campaign. “Financial fraud can com-
pletely upend someone’s life and
makes it more difficult for seniors
and families to protect what they have
worked so hard to earn. These proac-
tive measures will help Minnesotans
protect themselves from fraud and
permanent financial hardships.”

Older adults are often targeted
for financial exploitation. It is esti-
mated that one out of every five
persons over the age of 65 has been
victimized by a financial swindle,
with older Americans defrauded out
of nearly $3 billion each year. The
threat of senior financial fraud is
expected to grow as the senior pop-

ulation itself grows.
To provide older Minnesotans

and their loved ones with the knowl-
edge and tools to stop fraud before
it starts, the Commerce Department
is working with law enforcement,
social service agencies, and groups
such as AARP Minnesota, Minnesota
Elder Justice Center and Senior
LinkAge Line (Minnesota Board on
Aging).

A free copy of the Commerce
Department’s financial fraud pre-
vention toolkit can be requested by
email at consumer.protection@
state.mn.us or by phone at 800-657-
3602. It is also available on the
Commerce Department website at
mn.gov/commerce.

Hang up on fraud! Minnesota Commerce Department
launches senior fraud prevention campaign

CRANE LAKE –
Handberg’s Marina recent-
ly received a $100,000
Revolving Loan Fund from
Lake Country Power to
support its expansion to
build a new repair and retail
marine store in Crane
Lake. 

“Honestly, we could-
n’t have done the project
without Lake Country
Power’s help,” said Lori
Sanborn, co-owner of
Handberg’s Marina with
her husband Jeff. “Lake
Country Power was such
a fun piece of our expan-
sion project. The funding
helped bridge the gap
between what the bank pro-
vided and what we were
able to provide.”   

The Revolving Loan
Fund that LCP administers
came about from previous
economic development
grants received through the
United States Department
of Agriculture. The USDA
is a federal funding agency.
USDA provides loans to
non-profit rural electric
cooperatives like Lake
Country Power to spur eco-
nomic development in rural
America.  

“Part of Lake Country
Power’s mission is to help
its communities prosper, so
anytime we can help our

local businesses grow and
succeed it’s a win-win for
everyone,”  sa id  Jeff
Sheldon, manager, energy
services and business
development at Lake
Country Power. “Through
the Revolving Loan Fund,
we’re able to re-lend federal
funding to businesses that
meet a set of loan qualifi-
cations.” 

Qualifying businesses
must be located within
Lake Country Power’s
service area. Businesses
may apply for  up to
$100,000 at three-percent
interest which must be paid

off within 10 years or less. 
Handberg’s Marina

has been a family-owned
recreation business since
1926. They offer products
and services for fishermen,
vacationers, visitors and
residents of the Crane Lake
area. They sell and service
Yamaha and Evinrude out-
boa rd  mo to r s ,  and
Crestliner, Alumaweld and
Polarcraft boats. They also
operate an inside/outside
boat storage, more than 70
marina slips on Crane Lake,
RV sites and a fun little store
with ice cream cones, cloth-
ing and gifts. 

In 1996, Jeff and Lori
Sanborn became the fourth
generation to own the busi-
ness, adding new products,
more storage, and upgrades
to the marina. For more
in fo rma t ion ,  v i s i t
www.handbergs.com.  

For more information
about economic develop-
ment loans and qualifica-
tions, please contact Jeff
Sheldon, manager of
energy services and busi-
ness development for Lake
Country Power at 800-421-
9959, ext. 7146.      

BUSINESS

Pictured (left to right): Jeff Sheldon, Lake Country Power; Lori Sanborn,
Greg Povroznik, Jeff Sanborn and Randy Clemmer, Handberg’s Marina;
Mark Olson, Lake Country Power; Jason Long, District 1 Director for
Lake Country Power; Shirley Sanborn, Joe Bonner, Dave Thul, Nick
Diederick and John Luoma, Handberg’s Marina. submitted photo

Lake Country Power provides revolving loan fund
for marina expansion at Handberg’s Marina



according to Bakk. “We
will have the opportunity
to get some projects for
northern Minnesota and
all around the state.”

Novak pushed his
request for the 10-year-old
17th Avenue reconstruction
project, one of two items
on his wish list.

The city of Ely has had
some funding progress on
the project, but an addi-
tional $1.3 million to $1.6
million is needed to recon-
struct the dirt road that
runs along the west side of
Vermilion Community
College between Camp
Street and Miners Drive.

“This would be a good
year for that (bonding
request) to come through,”
Novak said. “We have a
dilemma down there. The
college students who live
in the barracks or trailers
have to walk that dirt road
to get to school in the
morning. It is almost a safe
routes to school (issue).”

Novak continued to
build his case, voicing the
city’s desire to have curb
and gutter and sidewalks
on the road by the college.
“We can’t stripe intersec-
tions on Sheridan Street
because the Minnesota
De p a r tmen t  o f

Transportation rules call for
a sidewalk to stripe a pedes-
trian crossing. It is unsafe
for the students. We need
to do something with that.”

Just recently, a storm
water lift station failed in
the area in question. “In our
plan, if it had been done,
there would be no lift
station, because it is all
redesigned for a gravity
flow (system),” he said.
“Now we have a dilemma.
We have to spend thou-
sands of dollars to replace
a lift station that will be a
useless piece of equipment
when we complete the
project. That doesn’t seem
like a wise use of taxpay-
er money.” 

Novak added, “We’re
going to push hard on that
this year, and we expect
total support from our rep-
resentatives to get this
through the bonding bill.”

“At the risk of sound-
ing like the Grinch, this is
a city street,” Bakk said.
“I’ve said this before. If
we’re going to start using
state and general fund
bonding to rebuild city
streets for the state, where
is it going to end?”

Bakk said he realizes
streets and infrastructure
need to be repaired and
upgraded. “Is there a way
to earmark some money to
the college to put (Minnesota
Sta te  Col leges  and
Universities) on the hook for
that because they need the
improvement? Maybe?” he
asked. “We just can’t start
building city streets with

general fund bonding. We
don’t have  enough muscle
to be successful. Every city
in the state will all of a
sudden want their streets
rebuilt. I’m sorry to sound
like the Grinch. I’m pretty
powerful down there, but
you can’t make the argument
that this is somehow the
state’s responsibility. I would
love to help, but the reality
is it is still a city street.”

Novak cited his frus-
tration with how that state
spends money. “The city of
Ely is very beneficial
because it has a strong sales
tax ability,” he said. “When
I go down (to St. Paul) and
talk to our anti-LGA people,
I have to make this point
because they look at rural
Minnesota as being on
welfare.” 

According to  the
Department of Revenue,
$3.2 million in sales tax is
collected in Ely. “We get
$2.1 million in LGA, so I
figure, with how much
money has gone to St. Paul
over and above LGA,
getting a little bit back
once in a while wouldn’t
hurt,” Novak said. “I’m
going to keep pressing for
this because it is a top pri-
ority of our Economic
Development Authority
and a top priority of the city.
I’ll knock on everybody’s
door as long as I have to
get this through. This is
important to us.”

Novak added, “When
you look at our trans-
portation needs, you can’t
drive a truck down that dirt

road anymore. We spend a
ton of money with dust
control, grading and every-
thing else. We’re not rich
enough to do this street our-
selves. We’re asking for
some help and I’m going
to fight this every which
way I can.”

Bakk talked about the
importance of precedent
in the state legislature.
“When you do something,
someone comes along and
says, ‘You did it for them
how about us?’ That sets a
whole new precedent,” he
said. “I’m sorry Chuck,
I’m just not powerful
enough to make that
happen. I can’t make the
argument that the city of
Ely should get its streets
rebuilt by the state. Find
something else.”

Bakk touted Ely’s
other request, a recreational
trailhead on the city’s west
end, as a great bonding
project. “That could be
successful,” he said.

Novak said three dif-
ferent trails, the Prospectors
Loop, Mesabi Trail, and the
Taconite Trail, would all
converge at a common area
just west of the Ely-
Bloomenson Community
Hospital and Essentia
Clinic complex.

“We have already
designed it with secure
areas for parking,” he said.
“The good news is that St.
Louis County allows ATVs
on the highways. We have
routes through the city for
access to businesses. We’re
going to push hard for that
project too.”

Town  o f  Morse
Supervisor Robert Berrini
voiced his concerns for the
trailhead. “You have to
remember that all this land
where the trails are going
through is in the Town of
Morse,” he said. “We get
a lot of complaints about
these people going by their
houses.”
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Saturday, 
December 9
9 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Tower Civic Center
Stop by for homemade baked goods, holiday gifts,

craft items, coffee an’, taco-in-a-bag, and more!
Get your holiday shopping done close to home!

AFestive Gathering
“Poets & Poetry”

Sunday, December 17
7-9 PM

Vermilion Park Inn
Commons Room • A Free Event

If you wrote it, please share it
Format to be a rotation of readings

in a relaxed atmosphere

• Refreshments Served •

join us and tour the Inn
while you are here!

30 Center Street, Soudan
For information: 218-753-2333

FORUM...Continued from page 1

.45 gr/hr. emissions
99.4% comb. eff.
99% smokeless burns

Lamppa Mfg., Inc. 
1-800-358-2049

email: lampmfg@gmail.com • www.lamppakuuma.com

The World’s #1 Hot Air Woodburning Furnace!

• Save Wood
• Save Money ($)
• Enjoy Burning Wood Safely
• Protect Your Home & Family
• Enhance Our Environment
• 8-12 Hours Useful Heat Per Load

Fantastic Wood & Electric
Sauna Stoves!

TAX CREDIT
ELIGIBLE!

Tested by EPA Certified
Lab-Intertek Testing

(Madison, WI)

Vapor-Fire
TM

Wood Gasification by

ELY – Ely’s newest
coffee shop and wine bar,
Northern Grounds, will
likely be granted an off-
sale liquor license, despite
the City Council’s previ-
ous attempt to stifle com-
petition.

Cindy Beans, manag-
ing owner of the Jasper
Co., appeared before the
council this week with a
re-application for an off-
sale license in her hand and
Minnesota State Statutes
in her back pocket.

Pending the state’s
approval of a site plan
providing for a separate
and secure off-sale loca-
tion within the Northern
Grounds building, and the
proper filing of all paper
work and payment of all
fees, the business that now
sells beer and wine on
premises ,  should  be
allowed to sell products on
an off-sale basis.

“Ultimately this is the
state’s decision,” said
Mayor Chuck Novak. “We
are somewhat limited in
how we can apply this
law.”

O n  M a y  1 6 ,  t h e
council denied the appli-
c a t i o n  b y  N o r t h e r n
Grounds for a combination
liquor license that allows
for both on-sale and off-
sale, apparently because
the other liquor stores in
town didn’t want the com-
petition.

“Prior to the council’s
decision, Ely’s three exclu-
sive liquor stores request-
ed that my application be
denied, claiming undo
competition,” Beans wrote
in a letter to the council
last month. “However,
those who meet the eligi-
bility restrictions would
have the same opportuni-
ty and in concurrence;
competition is universal-
ly accepted in commerce
and it it is absolutely crit-
ical for economic growth.

Competition raises the bar,
encourages innovation and
reduces the likelihood of
complacency.”

Beans  a l so  sa id ,
“Following the council’s
decision (on May 16) dis-
played in one of these
three stores, was a sign
‘Great Wines as Featured
at Northern Grounds’ with
wines from my (food
pairing) program, previ-
ously unavailable any-
where in  Ely except
on - sa l e  a t  Nor the rn
Grounds,  offered for off-
sale purchase elsewhere.
I chose not to take legal
action on the blatant trade-
mark infringement  for the
theft of my intellectual
property.”

Beans presented the
opinion of a nearby law
firm. Attorney Bryan
Lindsay, of Trenti Law
Firm, Virginia, wrote, “My
understanding is that the
only justification given
for denying your applica-
tion it that it created a slip-

pery slope, meaning that
other  establ ishments
selling on-sale liquor may
apply for off-sale licens-
es. The law permits on-sale
license holders to also hold
an off-sale license. The city
of Ely was simply making
a statement that they did
not want other establish-
ments to do something
that the law, as it exists
both in Minnesota and in
Ely, permits.”

O b j e c t i o n s  t o
Northern Grounds’ appli-
cation for an off-sale
license continue from the
established liquor trade in
Ely. 

An undated letter to
the council from Mark and
Dottie Zojonc, owners of
Mike’s Liquors, states,
“After receiving more
information regarding the
request from Northern
Grounds asking for an off-
sale liquor license, we will
continue to object to the
granting of this license. We
still feel they would have

an unfair advantage over
conventional liquor stores.
We have one business con-
tained in our stores, they
have multi (sic) and it
sounds l ike they are
expanding in even more
areas of business.  If
granted, you are opening
the door for all restau-
rants, bars and lodges to
request the same license.
It has been mentioned the
granting could possibly
allow wine only off-sale,
but we wonder how that
would be monitored. And
how soon would a request
for more be presented?
After speaking to the
MLBA, cities do have the
power to deny any license
under good moral stand-
ings. There are just too
many aspects and avenues
that take away from a level
playing field.”

Following the estab-
lishment of an off-sale
plan in the building with
the landlord’s approval,
inspection and approval by

the state, and filing of all
paperwork and payment of
all fees, Beans will seek
final approval from the
City Council.

“I, along with many
others, do not believe it to
be in Ely’s best interest,
nor the responsibility of
the Council, to suppress
competition when the
current code states eligi-
bility as the only require-
ment,” Beans wrote.

Polling place
The Ely Senior Center

was again designated as the
2018 Polling Precinct loca-
tion following a failed
attempt to move the voting
location to City Hall. 

“Our investment in
City Hall was all for
nothing,” said a frustrated
Mayor Novak when the
motion by Heidi Omerza
to move city voting to the
renovated city building
failed to receive support
from any council member.

City Council revisits off-sale liquor license request
by KEITH VANDERVORT
Ely Editor
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MINING...Continued from page 1
provide revenue for cities
and townships, school dis-
tricts, and counties in the
taconite assistance area,
along with funding to the
IRRRB. The production
tax generated as much as
$102 million in 2014, when
total tonnage hit just under
39.7 million tons. 

But the slowdown in
the industry that began in
2015 dropped production
that year to 32.6 million
tons. It fell even further in
2016, to just over 29
million tons, the lowest
since 2009. That dropped
production tax revenues to
$89 million. The produc-
tion tax fund does receive
a $7.37 million allocation
from the state’s general
fund, which raised the total
revenue available for dis-
tribution to communities in
the taconite assistance area
to $96 million this year.
Those extra dollars are
raised through statewide
general taxes, however,
not the mining industry. 

At the same time,
min i ng  compan i e s
received $13.98 million in
rebated sales taxes on pro-
duction equipment in 2016.
That left the total taxes
actually levied on the
industry at $80.55 million
in 2016. 

“This just goes to show

what  a  huge  impac t
Minnesota’s iron mining
industry has on our region,”
sa id  I ron  Min ing
Association of Minnesota
President Kelsey Johnson
in a press statement issued
last week. “Despite the
downturn caused by sig-
nificant global pressures,
millions of dollars still
went into our communi-
ties,” Johnson said.

The majority of the
2017 production tax dollars
– more than $38 million –
went to the IRRRB which
reinvests in Iron Range
communities, businesses,
and workforce develop-
ment.

Nearly $22 million
went to local school dis-
tricts, $11 million went to
property tax relief, and the
remaining $25 million
went to cities, townships,
and counties in various
ways.

While significant, the
iron mining industry’s tax
contribution to the region
has failed to keep pace
with inflation over the
years, and pales in com-
parison to the tax impact
the industry had decades
earlier. For example, the
industry generated an
average of almost $97
million in taxes annually
in the 1970s, on annual

taconite production of
about 42 million tons.
Adjusted for inflation, the
same tax revenues gener-
ated by the iron mining
industry in the 1970s would
be worth nearly $388
million today, according to
the Bureau of Labor
Statistics. While those were
heady times for the indus-
try, even in the relatively
lackluster early 1990s, the
industry generated an
average of $98 million in
taxes annually, according
to the mining tax guide.
Adjusted for inflation, that
equals $175 million in
today’s dollars. 

In terms of dollars per
ton, the value generated by
taxes on the mining indus-
try continues to slip to
inflation. Beginning in the
1970s, when the state
boosted taxes on the indus-
try, the region’s taconite
mines paid out an average
of about $2.40 in taxes for
every ton produced. At the
time, according to the
Federal Reserve, a ton of
iron ore sold for $12.15 on
the world market. That put
the tax rate on a ton of ore
at about 19.7 percent.

In 2016, by contrast,
that same ton of iron ore

fetched an average of about
$60 per ton, while the
region’s mining compa-
nies paid $2.77 of that in
taxes, or just 4.6 percent
of the value of an equiva-
lent ton of ore.

And that $2.77 per
ton, when adjusted for
inflation, is worth far less
than the $2.40 per ton that
the industry generated in
the 1970s and 80s. Indeed,
that $2.40 per ton gener-
ated in 1980 is equivalent
to $7.61 in today’s dollars,
according to the BLS.

Over the years, the
industry has coaxed legis-
lators into enacting a
number of changes in the
law that have helped reduce
their tax burden. In 1988,
the Legislature repealed a
gross earnings tax on rail-
roads operated by mining
companies, switching to an
ad valorem assessment that
dramatically reduced their
tax bill. In 1989, legisla-
tors repealed the royalty
tax, which generated over
$4 million annually at its
peak .  I n  1992 ,  t he
Legislature created the
Tacon i t e  E conomic
Development Fund, which
dedicated a portion of the
production tax to grants to

the mining companies for
investments in their oper-
a t ions .  In  2001,  the
Legislature made the fund
permanent and dedicated
30.1¢ per ton, or about 12
percent of the total pro-
duction tax, to the program.
In recent years, the program
has provided mining com-
panies anywhere from $10-
$12 million annually,
although that fell to just
$700,000 in 2016. The law
suspends payments if total
taconite production on the
Iron Range falls below 30
million tons, which it did
last year. 

In addition, in 2015,
the Legislature approved
a measure that exempts
equipment purchased for
use in mine processing
from the state use tax,
which is similar to the sales
tax. That resulted in a

$13.98 million rebate from
the state to mining com-
panies in 2016. 

At the same time, the
Legislature has kept the
production tax rate from
increasing at the rate of
general inflation, and has
enacted freezes on a
number of occasions.
Twenty-five years ago, for
example, the state levied
$2.05 on every ton of
taconite produced. In 2017,
that rate is $2.66 per ton.
Had that rate kept pace with
inflation, the production tax
would be $3.67 per ton
today and the tax would
have generated $123
million in 2016, rather than
the $89.1 million in pro-
duction taxes actually
levied on the mining indus-
try last year.

Quickbooks Online
Thinking of Quickbooks?

Think Local.  Think Peshel Accounting.

PESHEL
ACCOUNTING

1704 E Camp St.  PO Box 89   Ely, MN 55731   askjean.net

218-365-2424

We may be able to offer you a discount.
Give us a call:

Gifts Galore!

LADIES NIGHT!
Thurs, December 14 • 5-8 PM

Simply the Finest in
Rugs, Gifts & Décor

SHOP
LOCAL

ALWAYS FREE GIFT WRAPPING!

Holiday Hours: Monday-Saturday 10ish-4ish
Sunday 11-3 • And by appointment

303 Main St., Tower, MN • 218-753-3313
www.nordic-home.com   marit@nordic-home.com

Nordic
Goodies!

M-F 8am-6pm, Sat. 8am-4pm
Shop our inventory online at www.waschkecook.com for details
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AAMIMILYYYILAMILFFFAFAFFA
T COCOOOKOKT COOK

3191 Hwy 77, Tower (Daisy Bay, Lake Vermilion)
753-6277 Bar/Restaurant / 753-5707 Pizza

Reservations Appreciated • Take Out Available

VERMILION CLUB
& POOR GARY’S PIZZA

Hours: Mon-Thurs: 3 PM-Close; Fri, Sat, Sun: Noon-Close
Dining Room: Sun-Thurs: Open daily to 9 PM, Fri & Sat: Noon to 10 PM

Poor Gary’s Pizza: Sun.-Wed. to 9 PM; Thurs. to 10 PM
Fri. & Sat. to Midnight

Ugly Sweater
Christmas Party!
8:30 PM-12:30 AM

“Cowboy Angel Blue”

Saturday, December 23

FREE FOOD
and

DRINK SPECIALS!

WITH OVER 900 NEW & USED CARS AND TRUCKS IN STOCK
WE HAVE THE VEHICLE YOU’RE LOOKING FOR!VEHAAVWE

900OVERWITH
YOVEHICLETHEVE
CARSUSED&NEW900

LOOKINGU’REYO
TRUCKSANDCARS

FOR!
STOCKINTRUCKS

anger.rwwww.
•218-263-7578

Hibbing

VEHAAVWE

218-262-3881
gm.comanger
800-894-7579
MN,Hibbing

YOVEHICLETHEVE

dofhibbingmn.com.forwww
800-857-5936•218-262-3881

LOOKINGU’REYO

dofhibbingmn.com
800-857-5936

FOR!

anger.rwwww.

epJe-Buick-oletChevr
emotor.mikwwww.

•800-569-4186
218-327-2201

gm.comanger

Chrysler-Dodge-ep
sgm.comemotor

218-365-6156

dofhibbingmn.com

apidsgm.comandr.grwww
800-542-3325•218-327-2201

.forwww dofhibbingmn.com

apidsgm.com
800-542-3325

All stores located on Hwy. 169

EMMER...Continued from page 1
Republicans hold a com-
manding majority. “The
vote was close and showed
the broad, bipartisan oppo-
sition to a foreign con-
glomerate threatening our
Boundary Waters with
tox i c  m in ing , ”  s a id
Minnesota Fourth District
Congresswoman Betty
McCollum, one of the bill’s
chief opponents. 

“This was not a victory
for Tom Emmer,” said
Becky Rom, co-chair of the
Ely-based Campaign to
Save the Boundary Waters.
“They had to wait for eight
members to return in order
to pass it,” Rom added. “I
think if we had had another
week out there, we would
h a v e  b l o c k e d  i t .  I n
Washington, this bill is as
toxic as sulfide-based
copper mining.”

In a sign of the sig-
nificance that conserva-
tion groups attached to the
Emmer bill, the LCV sent
a Nov. 28 letter to House
members saying they were

considering including the
vote for their annual score-
card. While that might not
be a concern to many
R e p u b l i c a n  H o u s e
members, those repre-
senting suburban districts
are frequently more sup-
portive of environmental
protections, and the nature
of Emmer’s legislation
struck many conservation
groups, and even some
Repub l i cans ,  a s  too
extreme. 

“ A m o n g  m a n y
harmful provisions, H.R.
3905 would waive normal
environmental review and
public input under the
NEPA and grant two
federal mineral leases that
were denied by the U.S.
Forest Service and the
B u r e a u  o f  L a n d
Management,” wrote LCV
president Gene Karpinski,
in a letter to members.
“And this legislation would
add barriers to designate
national monuments under
the Antiquities Act in

Minnesota’s national
forests,” noted Karpinski.

“ I t  c h a n g e s  f i v e
federal laws, and singles
out Minnesota as not being
worthy of the protections
offered to other states,”
notes Rom. 

Rep. Emmer, who rep-
resents Minnesota’s Sixth
District, said the vote was
a significant victory for
workers in northeastern
Minnesota. “The MINER
Act reverses the misguid-
ed, last minute actions of
the Obama Administration
to stop any exploration of
one of the most valuable
precious metal deposits in
the world,” he added. 

Emmer, in a statement,
said passage of the bill
“protects more than ten
thousand jobs and billions
of dollars in revenue and
education funding, while
leaving an extensive
process intact to protect
and preserve the environ-
ment and our state.” It’s not
c lear,  however,  how

Emmer calculated his
e m p l o y m e n t  c l a i m .
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  f o r
Antofagasta have put new
job creation at the pro-
posed Twin Metals mine
at about 650, although that
estimate is based on a pre-
liminary mine plan that is
not economically feasible
at current metal prices.

The  two  minera l
leases that the bill would
restore, originally issued
in 1966, are critical to
p l a n s  f o r  t h e  m i n e .
Antofagasta filed suit
a g a i n s t  t h e  U . S .
Department of the Interior
earlier this year after the
federal Bureau of Land
Management opted not to
renew the two leases,
which expired in 2013.
Antofagasta claims that
renewal of the leases was
mandatory and that the
federal bureau abused its
discretion in denying an
extension. 

The two-year study of
the proposed mineral with-

drawal is already underway
and is focused on both the
environmental and eco-
nomic impacts of a sulfide-
based mine within the
watershed of the 1.1-
million acre wilderness.
The U.S. Forest Service is
leading the study, with
cooperation from the
BLM.

Senate prospects
unlikely

Last week’s narrow
victory in the House was
probably the end of the line
for Emmer’s bill, which
appears to have little
support in the U.S. Senate.
Neither Minnesota senator
has indicated an interest in
offering companion legis-
lation in the Senate, a reality
even supporters of copper-
nickel mining in the region
concede. 

At a legislative forum
held in Ely this week,
Aurora Mayor-elect David
Lislegard, said he believes

the two-year study of a
proposed withdrawal is
likely to move forward.
“In reality, I’m going to be
honest with you, it is prob-
ably not going to get a
companion in the Senate,”
he said.

What’s more, as a
policy bill, the measure
would be subject to a poten-
tial filibuster, which would
require 60 votes to advance
the measure to a floor vote.
That would require signif-
icant Democratic support,
which appears unlikely.
Emmer’s bill received
support from just eight
Democrats in the House,
including Nolan and
Minnesota’s  Seventh
District Congressman
Collin Peterson.

The Timberjay sought
official comment for this
s t o ry  f rom bo th  o f
Minnesota’s U.S. senators.
As of deadline, neither
office had responded. 
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Hours: 9-5:30 M-Sat.
145 W. Camp St., Ely, MN • 365-6555

Ely Flower & SeedEly Flower & Seed

HAROLD’S ARCTIC
SALES and SERVICE

HAROLD’S ARCTIC
SALES and SERVICE

Hours: Mon.-Fri: 7-5, Sat: 8-12
P 218.666.5344
F 218.742.8884

ben@cookbuildingcenter.com

COOK BUILDING CENTER
DeWalt DCS7485T1 10” 60V Cordless
Table Saw...Sale $469.99 (Reg.499.99)

DeWalt DWE7491RS 10” Table Saw 
w/ Stand...Sale $549.99 (Reg.589.99)

DeWalt DCS361M1 7-1/4” 20V Miter Saw
w/ Bat. & Charger...Sale $369.99 (Reg.399.99)

Offer good while supplies last through Jan. 1, 2018

Between Tower and Virginia
on Hwy.169 • 218-741-4275

See our Full Line of 
Arctic Cat Clothing

& Accessories

•Decorating Ideas
•Floral Arrangements
•Gifts for the

Season

303 Chestnut Street
Virginia, MN 55792

Open: M-F 8-5:30, Sat: 8-3

WE KNOW WINTER

218.749.6719
Virginia

Like Us On
Facebook

Tues.-Fri. 9-5 • Sat. 10-4
501 Hoover Rd. 

218-749-3930 • www.firelightgalleries.com

Furniture • Fireplaces
Accessories • Stone • Gifts

ment
e!

✁✁✁✁

Shop Small!nt
!

FREE
Scarf

with
$20 or more

purchase

Designer Clothes • Belts • Hats
Handbags • Jewelry 

Tower: 218-753-4311 • Embarrass: 218-984-3501 • Aurora: 218-229-2048

WE MAKE Shopping Early Easy!

VISA GIFT CARD
AVAILABLE in any

denomination
Can be used anywhere 

Visa is accepted.

Embarrass-Vermillion
Federal Credit Union

3393 Hwy. 53, Orr MN 55771 • 218.757.3329

Log Railings & Stairs
Log Furniture: Chairs,

Tables, Futons, Dressers 
Cabin Décor  & Area Rugs 
Cedar Log Materials
Fireplaces
St. Croix Stone
Cedar Picnic Tables
Cedar Log Swings
Mattresses

excluding already
marked down items

Happy
Holidays!

www.rusticcabinshop.com

HOURS: M-Th: 9-6,  Fri: 9-5 pm, Sat: 9-3  •  218.749.1390
www.materialgirlfabricandcrafts.com

309 Chestnut St.,Virginia, MN

Custom Frame Shop • Fabric • Wedding Department
Yarn Shoppe • Fine Art Supplies • Kids Crafts

Scrapbooking • Home Decor • Beading
Dunroven Tea Towels • Silk Flowers & More

Join us on FACEBOOK

ROCKS THE 
314 Chestnut St, Virginia, MN • 218-741-ROCK (7625)

JEWELERS

Capture Her BrillianceCapture Her Brilliance

We Buy
GOLD • SILVER • PLATINUM

COINS • DIAMONDS
Consistently the Highest Prices

Paid in The Area!

Made right here on
the Iron Range!

Designs by

We Offer
• On-site jewelry repair
• Custom jewelry design
• Jewelry appraisals
• Watch batteries
• Stone remounting

SALE ENDS 12-31-2017

Santa’s Christmas
SPECIALS

GREAT Gift Ideas  from these Fine Area Merchants!

“Cheaper than the internet ehh!”

218 2nd Ave. N Virginia, MN • 218-741-3641
www.laurentianmonument.com • laurentianmgs@gmail.com

Locally Owned For More Than 105 Years!

Fabrication • Engraving
Monuments • Natural Stone

We go beyond to provide quality
granite and stone in a myriad of

options for both interior and
exterior use.

Season’s Greetings from
Bonnie, Paul, Karl, Max, Charlie & Chester

Bring In This Ad For

15% OFF
ONE DOG or CAT TOY

Ubetcha Antiques & Uniques
601 Main St, Tower • 218-753-3422

Uffda Thrifts & Gifts
603 Main St, Tower • 218-753-6607

20% OFF
Any One Full-Price Item

Coupon expires 12-31-17

✄

125 N. Central Ave
Ely, MN

218.365.6745

20% OFF In-stock Calendars

25% OFF Women’s Clothing
(some restrictions apply)

30% OFF Men’s Basic Options
(some restrictions apply)

Buy 5 Get 1 FREE! SmartWool 



ELY – The Wolves jumped out front
early and never looked back in their
season opener on Tuesday, routing Two
Harbors 83-35. 

Ely started the game with a smoth-
ering full court press, forcing numerous
turnovers, which the Wolves turned into
easy points. The Agates couldn’t find a
solution. 

“We limited their output with some
very good defense,” said Ely Head Coach
Tom McDonald. “We shot the ball very
well.”

With the return of a couple of starters
and a few reserves who played lots of

minutes last year, Ely played like it was
mid-season instead of the first game of
the year. Whether it was a three-pointer
or a drive down the lane the Wolves
played with confidence. Depth will be a
concern for Ely moving forward as they
graduated a large group of seniors.

“It was a great opener for us,” said
Head Coach McDonald. “We played very
well as a team.”

The huge win allowed the Wolves to
clear the bench and get some young
players some valuable playing time. 

On offense, senior Carter Gaulke led
with 21 points and eight assists. Junior
Pat Vanderbeek scored 18 points hitting
on six of eight three-pointers, while senior
Adam McDonald added 14 points. Senior
Blaise Lah had a season-opening double-
double when he had 14 points to go with
14 rebounds.

Ely is set to host International Falls
on Friday, with varsity tip-off at 7:15 p.m.

BIGFORK— North Woods junior guard Cade
Goggleye hit his 1,000th career point here on Tuesday
night, helping to lead the Grizzlies to a 77-59 victory
over the Huskies. A fast start for the Grizzlies made
the difference as they jumped out to an 18-2 lead in
the first quarter, and held onto that margin the rest of
way. 

“Our defensive pressure created some opportu-
nities,” said North Woods Head Coach Will Kleppe.
Senior forward Tate Olson led all scorers, with 24
points, followed by Goggleye, with 18. 

The Grizzlies took a 42-23 lead into halftime, a
margin that the Huskies managed to trim to 11 thanks
to five unanswered points with about eight minutes
left in the game. But Kleppe called a timeout to slow
Bigfork’s momentum and the Grizzlies responded
with a seven-point run of their own to reclaim their
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Grizzlies
roll at

Bigfork
Junior Goggleye hits
1,000-point milestone

SPORTS Serving northern 
St. Louis County 

since 1989

Boys bball

Hockey

Nordic ski

Girls bball

Friday, Dec. 8
NW at Fond du Lac,
7:15 p.m
Ely hosts I-Falls, 
7:15 p.m.
NER hosts Chisholm,
7:15 p.m.

Monday, Dec. 11
NER hosts Silver Bay,
6:30 p.m.

Tuesday, Dec. 12
NW hosts N-K, 7:15 p.m

Thursday, Dec. 14
NER hosts Cook
County, 7:15 p.m.

Friday, Dec. 15
NW hosts Ely, 7:15 p.m

Sports 
week

Friday, Dec. 8
NER hosts Chisholm,
7:15 pm

Saturday, Dec. 9
Ely at Hill City
2:45 p.m. (varsity)

Monday, Dec 11
NW at Cherry, 7:15 pm
NER hosts Silver Bay,
4:45 pm

Tuesday, Dec 12
NER at Evel-Gil, 
7:15 pm

Thursday, Dec. 14
NW hosts Fond du Lac
7:15 pm
NER hosts Cook County,
4:45 pm

Saturday, Dec. 9
Ely hosts May-Port
2 p.m.

Tuesday, Dec. 12
Ely at Evel-Gil, 
7:30 p.m.

by JAY GREENEY

Sports writer
Rout young Spartans team 64-29

BOYS BASKETBALL

2017 GIRLS BASKETBALL

North Woods’ Tate Olson goes up for two during Tuesday night’s game
against Bigfork. Olson led all scorers in the matchup, with 24 points. 
photo by C. Stone

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER

Managing Editor

by JAY GREENEY

Sports writer

Ely falls to Agates

See GRIZZLIES...pg 2B

ELY – A late Wolves rally fell
short on Saturday, as the girls bas-
ketball squad dropped to 1-1 on the
season with a 49-42 loss to Two
Harbors.

“We played a competitive game
with Two Harbors,” said Ely Head
Coach Darren Visser. “We need to
improve on our free-throw shooting
(1 for 8) and cut down on our
turnovers,” he added.

After a season opening blowout
of Nashwauk-Keewatin last
Thursday, the Wolves found the
Agates to be much more disciplined
on offense, leaving Ely fewer
turnover and fast break opportuni-
ties. A slow start for Ely let Two
Harbors build a 26-15 lead through
the first half. But the Wolves rallied

in the second half, cutting the Agates’
lead to three points with less than
two minutes remaining. Good free-
throw shooting by the Agates in the
final couple minutes closed the door
on an Ely comeback.

“It is early in the season and
we are still working on the chemistry
of the team,” said Visser. “With
continued hard work I believe the
girls will get it and just continue to
improve as the season moves
forward.”

Sophomores Brielle Kallberg
and Erika Mattson led scoring for

COLLEGE

Right: Sophomore guard
Brielle Kallberg goes up for
shot during last Thursday’s
game with Nashwauk-
Keewatin. 
photo by J. Greeney

Saturday, Dec. 9
Ely Invite, Cancelled
due to limited snow.

Wolves rout Two Harbors

by JAY GREENEY

Sports writer

See GIRLS...pg. 2B

Ironmen slip to 
Minnesota West

WORTHINGTON – Vermilion
lost momentum and couldn’t finish
on the road against the Bluejays.
Minnesota West came from behind
to beat the Ironmen on Saturday
81-77.

Vermilion came into town 5-
0 to open the season and were
playing a Friday/Saturday weekend
series on the road.

“We were up 14 on Saturday
with 10 minutes to go and ran out
of gas,” said Vermilion Head Coach
Paul McDonald. “Shot 9 for 40 in
the second half.”

The Ironmen had big games
from Demetrice Mitchell with 25
points and 14 rebounds, followed
closely by Bradlee Lewis who put
up 24 points and collected 12
rebounds. Denario Jackson led the
team with seven assists and six
steals.

Left:  Blaise Lah comes down with
one of 14 rebounds he tallied in
Ely’s season opener. 
photo by J. Greeney



Ely with 16 and 11 points
respectively. Seniors Shaya
Zaverl and Kallberg led in
rebounds, with eight
apiece. Zaverl was the team
leader with four assists and
tied fellow senior Kalley
Fischer with four steals
apiece.

Ely opened the season
with a strong defense and
full court press keeping a
very young Nashwauk-
Keewatin squad scoreless
for over nine minutes of

the first half en route to a
64-29 Wolves rout.

The Wolves quickly
took advantage of the
Spartans inexperience as
they built a huge second
half lead allowing every-
one on the bench some
game time.

The Wolves got a big
night of scoring from
Shayla Zaverl with 22,,
while Erika Mattson added
18. Brielle Kallberg dom-
inated the boards with 15
rebounds and added seven
steals.

The Wolves hit the
road on Saturday to face
Hill City. Game time is 1
p.m.
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HOCKEY

Sports briefly

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER

Managing Editor

GRIZZLIES...Continued from page 1B

Wolves hockey still looking for a win

comfortable margin. 
Despite playing on the road,

Goggleye had plenty of supporters
on hand to witness his scoring mile-
stone, which came during the second
half. His family and friends almost
didn’t get the chance. Goggleye
had started the season needing 69
points to reach 1,000, and would
almost certainly have reached the
mark in the Grizzlies’ first game of
the season had Kleppe not pulled
him with ten minutes remaining.
Goggleye had put on a scoring per-
formance rarely seen in high school
sports against a young South Ridge
team in their season opener on Nov.
30. Goggleye racked up 15 three-
pointers and a total of 62 points
despite polishing the bench for
much of the second half, leading his
team to a 117-27 victory over the
Panthers.

K leppe  s a id  he  wan t e d
Goggleye’s family there to celebrate
his milestone, and they had been
unable to attend the game at South
Ridge. “No one thought he would
reach his 69 points in the first game,”
said Kleppe. Goggleye’s blowout
performance put him in the top five
for most points scored in a high
schoo l  ba ske tba l l  game  in
Minnesota, and tied for second for
the most three-pointers in a single

game.
So Goggleye reached his mark

in Bigfork instead, with plenty of
fans on hand to watch. 

While Goggleye’s recent
scoring has been impressive, the
Grizzlies clearly don’t depend on
any one or two big scorers. “We had
nine guys score last night,” said
Kleppe on Wednesday. In addition
to Olson and Goggleye, senior guard
Brendan Parson added 12 points,
and Chase Kleppe and Trevor
Morrison added seven apiece. Isaiah
Squires and Ian Sherman each added
three, Tanner Lokken added two,

and T.J. Chiabotti scored one. 
Nine players also scored in the

Grizzlies’ blowout at South Ridge
last Thursday. In addition to
Goggleye, Olson tallied ten points,
Dylan Chiabotti and Sherman scored
nine apiece, and Squires added
eight. Morrison added five and
Parson tallied three.

The Grizzlies are on the road
Friday, at Fond du Lac. before start-
ing an eight-game home stand.
They’ll host Nashwauk-Keewatin
on Tuesday and welcome the Ely
Timberwolves next Friday. Tip-off
both nights is at 7:15 p.m.

WADENA – Ely came out
on the short end of a high-scoring
hockey  matchup here  on
Saturday. The Wolves kept it
close through most of two

periods, trailing Wadena-Deer
Creek 7-5 with three minutes
left in the second. But they could-
n’t keep pace in the final period,
as the Wolverines scored five
more goals to take it 12-7. 

The Wolves again found
themselves plagued by penalties,

playing more than half the game
shorthanded. They racked up 36
minutes in the box on 11 penalties,
and the Wolverines took advan-
tage, scoring four goals on the
power play, compared to zero
for the Wolves.     

Offensively, the Wolves were

led by junior Nick Mattila who
had two goals and two assists.
Sophomore Luke Olson added
two goals while junior Austin
Meskill chipped in with a goal
and senior Gage Merhar tallied
two assists.

Chase Sandberg started in

goal and gave up nine goals on
37 shots in just under 32 minutes
while junior Tyler Housey
allowed three goals on 12 shots
in just over 19 minutes of action.

The 0-3 Wolves host May-
Port on Saturday. Game time is
2 p.m.

by JAY GREENEY

Sports writer

NORTH WOODS— The Grizzlies
crushed a young Northeast Range girls bas-
ketball squad 65-12 in their home opener
last Thursday. Junior guard Hannah Sandberg
led all scorers, with 15, followed closely by
junior guard Bria Chiabotti with 14. Other
scorers for the Grizzlies included sophomore
forward Nicole Olson, with nine, junior
forward Kate Stone, with eight, and junior
guard Allana Rutchasky, with five. Brynn
Simpson, Regan Ratai, and Sasha Strong
each scored four points.

Junior guard Shayler Lislegard tallied
nine of the Nighthawks’ 12 points. Alexia
Lightfeather added two points for the ‘Hawks. 

Grizzlies girls crush
visiting Nighthawks

2017 GIRLS BASKETBALL

Right: Shayler Lislegard calls for help
under pressure from two North Woods 
defenders. 
photo by C. Stone

BABBITT— The
Nighthawks’ boys basket-
ball home opener didn’t
go as planned as Northeast
Range fell hard to South
Ridge, 65-22. 

The Nighthawks have
struggled to even field a
team this season, with just
eight players on the team
roster, including four eighth
and ninth-graders. South
Ridge dominated from start
to finish. 

Senior guard Quintin
Pecha provided the one
b r igh t  spo t  f o r  t he
Nighthawks, scoring 11
points. Senior guard Brett
Rosendahl and eighth-
grade guard Ty Fabish
scored five points apiece.
Senior forward Austin
Erickson connected on a
free throw for a point. 

Nick Carlson proved
the top scorer for South
Ridge, with 17 points. 

The Nighthawks are
scheduled to host Chisholm

on Friday night. Game time
is set for 7:15 p.m.

BABBITT – Northeast
Range girls fell behind
quickly on Tuesday night
en route to a 69-20 loss to
Mesabi East.

The young Northeast
Range squad is struggling
to start the season. With
just two seniors and one
junior on the roster the
Nighthawks are hopefully
building for the future.

The Nighthawks had
their home opener on
Monday and were over-
matched by South Ridge.
The Panthers jumped out
early and won 76-13.

Northeast Range was
never able to get on track
as the Panthers early full
court press created easy
scoring opportunities.

Nex t  up  fo r  t he
Nighthawks is another
home  game  aga in s t
Chisholm on Friday. Game
time is 7:15 p.m.

Cade Goggleye poses with fans following Tuesday night’s
game.   photo by C. Stone

NER boys
dumped by
South Ridge Two losses

for NER girls

BIRD
SEED

COUNTY SCHOOLS

NER projects raise board concerns
REGIONAL—Carl Clark,

of Foster Jacobs & Johnson  gave
each member of the St. Louis
County School Board a hard hat
and an update on the heating
conversion project at Northeast
Range last week.   

“The project is winding
down,” he said.  “We upgraded
some countertops, added one
that was missed.”  He continued,
“We also had a minor snafu with
the countertops as we were replac-
ing the glycol heating solution,
and needed to replace one that
was damaged, which will be
covered by insurance through
their company.”  

Boa rd  member  Chr i s
Koivisto pressed Clark further
about the countertops and change
orders for them.  “It seems like
countertops keep getting added
on.  Countertops are the bane of
these projects,” said Koivisto,

who asked who was at fault for
the errors in counting countertops.
“There may have been some
mix-up in the number,” said
Clark, “but if you want to point
the finger at someone, point it at
me.”  Koivisto said the “coun-
tertops should have been meas-
ured correctly to begin with.”  

Clark addressed the concern,
and explained that as the project
progressed, work orders were
needed which resulted in the
change orders for the number of
countertops from the beginning
of the project estimate.  He also
said  the next change order would
include countertops, for a change
from Corian to laminate.  

Clark addressed the dire roof
conditions at the school as well.
“The roof will be needed soon,
it’s in tough shape.  There is
some ceiling damage and a leak
outside the auditorium.”  The
board acknowledged that the
roofing issue is an upcoming
priority project that may start

this coming spring.  The board
approved the change orders Clark
presented, costing $75,576 and
adjustments of $86,326. The bulk
o f  ad ju s tmen t  i s  L enc i
Enterprises’ deduction for coun-
tertops at $84,200.  The amount
was already included in the orig-
inal contract.

Sara Niska addressed the
board concerning the cheerlead-
ing program at North Woods.
“We have had a cheerleading
program since the 2011-2012
basketball season, and we have
built the program into what is it
now.  We have 12 high school
cheerleaders and a large com-
munity ed “Grizzlie-ettes” cheer-
leading program for grades two
through six.”  She further
explained, “I would like the
cheerleading program to be rec-
ognized as an activity with district
support and compensation for
the advisor role.”   Board member
Dan Manick voiced support of
the issue and said he would work

with district Curriculum Director
Kristi Berlin to take a look into
the program along with Interim
Supe r in t enden t  Regg i e
Engebritson.  

North Woods Principal John
Vukmanich reported to the board
on the updates, activities and
trainings at the school.  He told
the board of active shooter
response training the staff and
students recently underwent with
SRO Matt Krueger. “The kids
thought it was exciting to have
an active role.”  He added, “Kids
have been thinking about this.”
He reported the school has seven
new teachers, prompting him to
start a teacher mentoring group,
meeting every two weeks.  He
noted he has worked to strengthen
communication with the com-
munity through messages in local
newspapers.  

Nor th  Woods  Student
Council President Grace Johnson
updated the board on the student
council’s activities, listing off a

number of fundraisers and com-
munity service projects.  She
told the board the new concrete
patio area was completed.  

The board approved a
$10,000 one-time shared stipend
agreement between the district
and Mt. Iron-Buhl school district.
The agreement acknowledges
Kristi Berlin for “going above-
and-beyond” what was expected
of her in her 2017-2018 role as
Elementary School Principal and
K-12 Curriculum Director for
MIB schools. She is also the
2142 District  Director of
Cur r i cu lum,  Techno logy
Integration and Assessments.
She will be paid in two install-
ments at the end of December,
and the next payment this June.
The district will process the
payment and will bill MI-B fifty
percent for their share of the
stipend payment.

by MELISSA ROACH

Staff Writer

GIRLS...Continued from page 1B
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Obituaries and Death Notices

Jerry J. Yernatich
Jerry James Yernatich,

75, of Tower   died on
Sunday, Dec. 3, 2017, in
Essen t i a  Hea l t h–
Virginia.  The memorial
service for Jerry will be
held at 11 a.m. on Monday,
Dec. 11 in St. Paul’s
Lu t he r an  Church  i n
Soudan. Pastor Joel Hasz
will officiate. A gathering
time for family and friends
will begin one hour prior
to the service at the church.
Spring inurnment will take
p l a c e  i n  Lakev i ew
Cemetery in Tower. Family
services are provided by
Bauman-Vermilion, a
Bauman Family Funeral
Home in Tower.

He was born on July
2, 1942, in Soudan, the son
o f  An thony  and  Ina
(Erickson) Yernatich, was
a 1960 graduate of Tower-
Soudan High School, and
graduated from Minnesota
State University-Mankato.
He married Katherine
Niemi on Sept. 16, 1967,
in Tower, and was a long-
time resident of the Tower
area. Jerry taught industri-
al arts in the Ely and
Eveleth School Districts
and purchased the Black
Bear Café in 1976. He was
a member of St. Paul’s
Lu t he r an  Church  i n
Soudan, enjoyed time spent
at the cabin on Pine Island,
traveling, and was an avid
Vikings fan. Jerry cher-
ished time spent with his
grandchildren; he baked
cookies for the kids, and
was an accomplished con-
versationalist.

Jerry is survived by his
children, Robert “Rob”
Yernatich of Tower and
Anthony “TJ” (Brooke)
Yernatich of Soudan;
grandchildren, Jersey,
Skyler and James; sister,
Marlene (Jim) Saretzky of
Springfield, Va.; sister-in-
law, Margaret Yernatich of
Duluth; and numerous
nieces, nephews, extend-
ed family and friends.

He was preceded in
death by his parents; wife,
Kathy in  2012;  son,
Bradley in 1989; and
brother, Jack in 2009.

Rose Spehar-
Isaacson

Rose Spehar-Isaacson,
63, of Lake Vermilion-
Tower, died on Friday, Dec.
1, 2017, after a long battle
with  sc leroderma.  A
Memorial Mass will be
held at 11 a.m. on Saturday,
Dec. 9 at Holy Spirit
Catholic Church in Virginia
with visitation for one hour
prior. Fr. Brandon Moravitz
w i l l  o f f i c i a t e .
Arrangements are with
Range Funeral Home in
Virginia. 

Rose was born on Jan.
5, 1954, to Nick and Mary
(Paun) Spehar in Virginia.
She was a graduate of
Roosevelt High School and
Bemidji State University,
where she excelled in
swimming and track and
field. Rose taught adaptive
physical education in
Chisholm and then worked
for the Northeast Service
Co-Op as a consultant for
physically-handicapped,
health-impaired, and trau-
matic-brain-injured stu-
de n t s  t h r oughou t
northeastern Minnesota
until her retirement in 2011.
Rose coached girls’ and
boys ’ sw imming  i n
Chisholm, girls’ swimming
for Babbitt-Embarrass and
later Northeast Range/Ely,
and golf for Northeast
Range/Ely. Rose married
Jon Isaacson on May 10,
2010, at their home on
Lake Vermilion.

Everywhere Rose
went, she met old friends
and made new ones. In her
34 years of working with
students and athletes, she
impacted the lives of hun-
dreds of young men and
women.

She is survived by her
husband, Jon; sisters, Annie
(Ra lph )  Be rge  o f
Broadview Heights, Ohio,
and Mary (Larry) Everett
of West Des Moines, Iowa;
n i ece ,  Ka t e  (Tim)
Duhanich; nephews, Alex
Berge and Van, Jake and
Broc Everett; aunt, Rose
(Lou) Lackner; stepmoth-
er, Eleanor Spehar; step-
daughters, Dr. Leah (Alan)
Bec icka  o f  Vi rg in i a
and  Eva (Rich) Tuso of
Roseville, Calif.; step-
grandchildren, Roman,
Austin, Wyatt and Carson
Becicka and Jonathan and

Cather ine  Tuso;  and
beloved canine compan-
ions, Josie, Sunny and
Sophie.

She was preceded in
death by her parents.

Kathleen A. Leding
Kathleen Agnes Wold

Led ing ,  88 ,  o f  New
Brighton, and longtime
former resident of Cook,
passed away on Friday,
Dec. 1, 2017.  A funeral
service will be held at 11
a.m. on Tuesday, Dec. 12
at Trinity Lutheran Church
in Cook. Visitation will be
held from 5-7 p.m. on
Monday, Dec. 11 at Mlaker
Funeral Home in Cook,
and for one hour prior to
the service at the church.
Memorial contributions
may be made to Trinity
Lutheran Church Choir in
Cook.

Kathy was born on
Dec. 26, 1928, to Einar and
Laura (Johnson) Wold in
Great Falls, Mont.  She
grew up in Hibbing and
graduated from Hibbing
High School in 1946.
Kathy continued her edu-
cation at Hibbing Jr.
College and the University
o f  Minneso t a -
Minneapolis/St. Paul, grad-
uating in 1950 with a
Bachelor of Science degree
in Home Economics. While
attending the University
of Minnesota she belonged
to the Alpha Omicron
Pi sorority.

Kathy taught Home
Economics in Alborn/
Brookston, Cook, and Orr
for a total of 32.5 years. She
planned to only teach in
Cook for one year to save
money to go to Europe, but
then met Ken Leding and
didn’t make it to Europe
until many years later. They
were united in marriage on
April 10, 1954. As a teacher
she was both mentor and
confidante and advised
National and State FHA
officers and arranged
Proms (including dates).
When she retired, she
received an award from
Governor Rudy Perpich
for all her years of service
in educating students.

Kathy had a variety of
jobs during her lifetime.
During the summers in

Hibbing, she held differ-
ent jobs which included
work at a chocolate factory
in Chicago (while staying
with an aunt who lived
there); work as a secretary
for the Oliver Mining
Company in Hibbing while
attending Jr. College; and
at the Hibbing hospital to
prepare special diet meals.
After college graduation,
she moved to Washington,
D.C., for one year and
worked at the Capital
Sewing Machine Co. serv-
icing sewing machines by
day and teaching sewing
classes by night. She also
worked at Constitution Hall
as a coat checker and
enjoyed attending free con-
certs.

Kathy had a variety of
hobbies. Her main love
was sewing for herself and
her family. Major accom-
pl i shments  inc luded
sewing a total of five
wedding dresses, dresses
for her granddaughters,
and dresses for their
American Girl Dolls. She
loved music, especially
jazz, musicals, singing and
playing the piano. She also
enjoyed painting and trav-
eling (especially cruising).
She made it to every con-
tinent except Antarctica.
She wintered in Arizona for
10 years and enjoyed
making new friends and
learning new skills such as
quilting, glass fusion,
writing her memoirs, and
ringing handbells.

Anybody who knew
Kathy knew she loved a
good joke and she LOVED
to laugh! Her laugh was
infectious. If you were
lucky, you were able to hear
her sing “The Persian
Kitty”!

Kathy’s greatest joy
was her family. She was
very proud of her son and
daughter and their families.
Susan was her favorite
daughter-in-law, and Gary
was her favorite son-in-law.
She loved her grand-
daughters greatly and had
a very special relationship
with both of them. She
attended many grandpar-
ent days, orchestra and
band concerts, and was
always there for Sarah and
Haley. Kathy always talked
about the three F’s that she
lived her life around. They
were Faith, Family and
Friends.

Kathy was a member
of  Trinity Lutheran Church
of Cook; directed the choir
for 22 years; was a charter
member of Virgie Hegg
Hospice; was a member of
the Cook Library Board;
and a member of the Cook
Area Health Services
board. In addition, she gave

wellness workshops on
“Laughter is the Best
Medicine”. She was also a
charter member of P.E.O.
Chap t e r  ER ,  Lake
Vermilion; an Elderberry;
a long time member of
Sons of Norway; and had
fun with the Red Hats
group. Kathy was the local
leader of the Youth For
Understanding program for
exchange students in the
area. She and Ken opened
their home to two students,
Kathrin Bruggman from
Germany and Krist i l
Blomquist from Norway.
Even after 30-plus years,
Kathrin and Kristil are still
considered family and both
were here last year to see
her.

Kathy is survived by
her son, David Leding and
h i s  w i f e  Susan ,  o f
Corvallis, Ore.; daughter,
Allison Leding and her
husband Gary Muellerleile,
of New Brighton; grand-
daugh t e r s  Sa r ah
Mue l l e r l e i l e  o f
Minneapolis and Haley
(Patrick) Marshall of Grand
Rapids; brother-in-law,
Earl Wesley; and many
nieces,  nephews and
special friends.

Kathy was preceded in
death by her parents; her
beloved husband, Kenneth
Leding; sisters, Margaret
Leino (Clarence) and
Harriet Wesley; brothers-
in-law, John Leding and
Lawrence Leding; and
sisters-in-law, Helen Brink
and Beulah (Boots) Cerar.

Curtis Thompson
Curtis Thompson, 55,

of Nett Lake, passed away
on Monday, Dec. 4, 2017.
Traditional Services will be
held at 10 a.m. on Saturday,
Dec. 9 at the Nett Lake
Government Services
Center. The wake will be
held on Friday, Dec. 8 start-
ing at 4 p.m. at the center.
The Spiritual Leader will
be Gilbert Smith and the
Spiritual Advisor will be
Gene  Goodsky.
Arrangements are with
Mlaker Funeral Home in
Cook.

Mary J. Johnson
Mary Jane Benko

Johnson, 67, of Ely, went
to be with the Lord on
Wednesday, Nov. 29, 2017,
at St. Mary’s Medical
Center in Duluth. A service
in memory of Mary Jane
will be held this spring.

Mary Jane is survived
by her husband, Douglas
Johnson of Ely; son, Derek
(Tammy) Johnson of Ely;
daughter, Devon (Jason)
Brazil of Minneapolis;
sister, Sally (Greg) Jerich
of Eagle River, Alaska;

and three grandchildren,
Matthew Johnson, Dylan
Braz i l  and  Andrew
Johnson.

Marilyn Wilson
Marilyn Wilson, 70, of

Ely,  passed away on
Tuesday, Nov. 28, 2017, at
her residence. A celebra-
tion of Marilyn’s life was
held on Monday, Dec. 4 at
Kerntz Funeral Home.
Family arrangements were
entrusted to Kerntz Funeral
Home of Ely.

George W. Rhein
George  Wi l l i am

“Duffy” Rhein, 85, of Ely,
passed away on Friday,
Nov. 24, 2017, at Boundary
Waters Care Center in
Ely.  A memorial service
will be held at 11 a.m. on
Friday, Dec. 8 at Range
Funeral Home in Virginia
with visitation for one hour
prior. Deacon Dan Schultz
will officiate. Military
honors will be accorded by
the Virginia Honor Guard.
Arrangements are with
Range Funeral Home in
Virginia.

He is survived by his
wife of 61 years, Janet;
sons, David (Julie) and
Mike (Pat); daughter,
Sandy (Paul); grandchil-
dren, Triston, April (Leo),
Katie, Eric, Sara and Tyler
(Joselyn); great-grand-
daughter, Isabell; brother,
Allen (Betty); sisters-in-
law, Francis Kramer and
Norma  Kramer ;  and
seve ra l  n i ece s  and
nephews.

Bertha M.
Hennessy

Bertha Maria Vainio
Hennessy, 94, former res-
ident of Alango, died in Los
Angeles, Calif., on Oct.
10, 2017.  She was cre-
mated in Los Angeles and
her memorial service will
be  he ld  a t  1  p .m .
on  Saturday, Dec. 9  at
Mlaker Funeral Home in
Cook with burial follow-
ing at the Alango Cemetery.
In lieu of gifts, she would
want you to simply love
your families.

She is survived by her
nephews, Arne Vainio,
M.D.  of  Dulu th  and
Brandon Vainio of Esko;
niece, Sherri Monroe of
Duluth; second cousins,
Dale Lapakko of St. Louis
Park, Mark Lapakko of
Minneapo l i s ,  K im
Lapakko of St. Paul and
Mayo (Lapakko) Hart of
Minnetonka; and her only
living childhood friend,
E l eano r  Ph i l l i p s  o f
Sturgeon.

Give a little 
TENDERNESS

®
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4 (3 oz.) Potatoes au Gratin
4 (4 oz.) Caramel Apple Tartlets
OS Seasoning Packet (.33 oz.)

51689HCR | $199.90* separately

Combo Price $4999

Plus, get 
4 more Burgers and

4 more Kielbasa

FREE!
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R E G I O N A L — T h e
Depa r tmen t  o f  Na tu r a l
Resources will host a public
meeting to review a draft master
plan amendment for the Iron
Range Off-Highway Vehicle
State Recreation Area in Gilbert.
The meeting will take place
f rom 5:30  to  7 :30  p .m.
Thursday, Dec. 14, in the train-

ing center at the Iron Range
OHV State Recreation Area,
7196 Pettit Road, in Gilbert. 

The meeting will provide
an opportunity to review the
draft, ask questions and submit
comments.The DNR began a
master plan amendment process
for the site with a public open
house in June 2017. The draft
amendment includes proposed
changes to site access, miles of
trail within the site and site
management.

The Iron Range OHV

Recreation Area was designated
in 1996 as Minnesota’s first
recreation area catering prima-
rily to OHV enthusiasts.
Originally 1,200 acres, the site
was expanded to more than
3,700 acres in 1999. It has trails
for all-terrain vehicles, off-
highway motorcycles and off-
highway vehicles.

Anyone unable to attend
the meeting can submit com-
men t s  by  ema i l
to  joe.unger@state.mn.us  or
by mail to Joe Unger, Parks

and Trails Division, Minnesota
DNR, 500 Lafayette Road, St.
Paul, MN 55155-4039. The
DNR will accept written com-
ments through Jan. 2.

The draft master plan
amendment can be found online
at  www.mndnr.gov  or at the
park office. For more informa-
tion, contact Allan Larsen, site
manager,  at allan.larsen@
state.mn.us or 218-735-3833.
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Study: Winter recreation faces
challenge from climate change

DNR seeking 
comments on OHV
park master plan

REGIONAL— A new study suggests
winter recreation in the Upper Midwest
could be living on borrowed time, and
the economic impacts of that reality could
be significant in northeastern Minnesota. 

The study, undertaken by Abt
Associates, an international consulting
firm, used several modeling scenarios to
predict ongoing impacts from climate
change on winter recreation throughout
the United States. The study looked at the
impact on downhill skiing, snowmobiling,
and cross country skiing.

While the impacts varied among the
differing models and scenarios considered,
the ultimate conclusion was that traditional
forms of winter recreation in the Upper
Midwest, the Northeast, and the Pacific
Northwest, are likely to all but vanish as
viable industries over the next several

decades. Indeed, significant impact on
winter recreation is now anticipated as
early as 2050, or just over 30 years from
today.

“Virtually all locations are projected
to see reductions in winter recreation
season lengths, exceeding 50 percent by
2050 and 80 percent in 2090 for some
downhill skiing locations, wrote the
authors. “We estimate these season length
changes could result in millions to tens
of millions of foregone recreational visits
annually by 2050, with an annual mone-
tized impact of hundreds of millions of
dollars.”

The study included Giants Ridge,
Lutsen Mountain, and Spirit Mountain
among the nearly 250 downhill ski oper-
ations examined in the study, and they
were among those ski areas expected to
see dramatic changes in the length of the
ski season by 2050. 

Perhaps the biggest impact for the

industry is expected in the early part of
the season, if increasingly warm temper-
atures make it difficult for ski operations
to generate sufficient snow ahead of the
Christmas holiday. “For most downhill
skiing locations, opening prior to the
Christmas and New Year’s holidays is
critical to remaining profitable and staying
in business,” conclude the study’s authors.
“While approximately 70 percent of
modeled downhill skiing sites can reach
450  hours of snowmaking by Dec. 15
under baseline climate conditions, this
percentage declines markedly under each
of the future scenarios. By 2050 this per-
centage is reduced by nearly half under
both [model types].” 

The study notes that snowmobiling
and cross country skiing are two traditional
forms of winter recreation that are likely
to be even more vulnerable to climate

Outdoors briefly

Big task clearing
snowmobile
trails this year

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER

Managing Editor

REGIONAL— A big October
snowstorm and frequent high
winds in recent weeks have made
plenty of work for state trail crews
as they prepare for the snowmobile
season. The impact of the late
October storm varied across the
region, but some places were hit
hard, bending and breaking trees
and leaving swampy areas a tangle
of flattened alder in many cases. 

“It’s kind of a mess,” said
Tower Area DNR trails supervisor
Joe Majerus. “We had already
cleared the Taconite [trail], but
we’ll have to go back after this
wind,” Majerus said on Tuesday.
High winds early in the week
brought in much colder air, but it
didn’t bring the several inches of
snow that forecasters had pre-
dicted. 

And that’s just fine with
Majerus. “We’re actually very
happy about that,” he said, noting
that his work crews are still finding
lots of unfrozen stretches of trail.
“We need some freezing before
we get the snow,” he said.

For trail crews, the stretch of
the Arrowhead Trail near Elephant
Lake has proven to be the biggest
challenge. That area saw well
over a foot of heavy, wet snow in
October, which left the trails inac-
cessible. “Our crew is out in that
area right now,” said Majerus.
“That area has been giving us
problems.” The Ely end of the
Taconite Trail is another stretch
where  heavy snow created more
than the usual clearing challenges
for work crews.

Given the extra work, Majerus
said he’s been supplementing his
work crew with DNR staff from
local state parks.  “They’re out
there, doing a lot of hand-cutting.”

Once trails are clear, the DNR
crews will focus on packing down
grass and other vegetation in
swamps to facilitate freeze-up. 

The forecast looks like it just
might cooperate in that effort.
The latest ten-day outlook calls
for the longest and coldest Arctic
blast of the season so far, with
little or snow expected. “If the
snow holds off, I think we’ll get
it done,” said Majerus.

New deer permit area boundaries 
boosted harvest in moose range

MOOSE MANAGEMENT

REGIONAL— The numbers tell
the story, and offer a measure of hope
for slowing or reversing the decline
of moose in northeastern Minnesota.
A realignment of deer permit areas
this year to coincide with the region’s
primary moose range, appears to have
worked as intended during the just-
completed regular firearms deer
season. 

The only question is whether the
moose population will respond. 

It was a change prompted by
research and management necessity.
DNR biologists have shown that
whitetail deer abundance is a primary
driver of adult moose mortality in
northern Minnesota. The more deer,
the research shows, the more debili-
tating, and ultimately fatal, diseases
and parasites, you’ll find in moose.
Wildlife managers set their deer pop-
ulation goals accordingly, trying to
balance the demands of deer hunters—
who typically want higher deer
numbers— and the need to sustainably
manage for an iconic North Country

species. 
Yet that had proved difficult,

particularly on the western edge of
the moose range, where deer permit
areas used to overlap with lands
located outside the moose range. If
the DNR allowed hunters to take too
many deer in those permit areas, it
could reduce the population below
goals outside the moose range. Set
the harvest limits too low and a bur-
geoning deer herd could sicken more
moose. 

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER

Managing Editor

See MOOSE...pg. 5B

TRAILS

Right: 
You probably
shouldn’t 
put away
your cross
country skis
just yet, but a
new study
points to a
major drop 
in winter
recreation in
the Upper
Midwest and
elsewhere in
the U.S. over
the next few
decades. 
file photo

A collared moose was one of more than one
hundred included in a study of moose mortal-
ity by the DNR. The verdict? High deer num-
bers were a major factor behind the decline.
Photo courtesy DNR

See RECREATION...pg. 5B

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER

Managing Editor



impacts due to their greater reliance
on natural snow. 

Such findings are probably not
surprising considering that the
average wintertime temperatures
across much of the country have
already risen significantly, partic-
ularly in the coldest regions.
Northern Minnesota has seen some
of the most dramatic increases in
average winter temperatures in
recent years of any place in the
lower 48, with average winter lows
increasing by 5-6 degrees Fahrenheit
over the past 45 years. Climate sci-
entists project that same trend will
continue, and potentially accelerate
over the next several decades, as
the concentrations of heat-trapping
gases, like C02 and methane con-
tinue to increase steadily within the
atmosphere.

While the study looked at eco-
nomic impacts across large regions,
research in Minnesota highlights

the potential economic impact to
the state if traditional forms of
winter recreation are lost, without
viable replacement industries. Citing
2008 data, the University of
Minnesota’s Center for Tourism,
indicated that snowmobiling gen-
erated $54 million in spending in
northeastern Minnesota, while cross
country skiing generated another
$17 million. A 2013 study  estimated
total statewide spending in the
downhill ski industry at $282
million, with a total economic
impact of $401 million. 

While the study didn’t look at
every type of winter recreation, the
impacts are being widely felt,
according to Paul Schurke, co-
owner and operator of Wintergreen
Dogsled Lodge near Ely. 

“In the 35 years that we’ve
operated the lodge,  we’ve watched
our season diminish by nearly 20
percent— from an average of 116

operating days to about 94,” said
Schurke. “And our industry is the
lucky one. All our dogs need is a
few inches of snow and off we go.
But cross-country skiing and snow-
mobile tourism need a much more
substantial snow base. Those
tourism sectors are measuring their
operating loss over the past few
decades not in days, but rather in
weeks.” 

While the news would appear
to be bleak for businesses engaged
in winter recreation, the impact of
population growth could somewhat
offset the losses in visitor numbers,
at least under a scenario which pre-
dicts milder impacts from climate
change. Even under that more opti-
mistic scenario, however, the study
forecasts visitation at Midwest ski
operations would fall by more than
a third. Under more pessimistic
scenarios, these operations will
largely disappear by 2090. 

R E G I O N A L —
Anglers and spearers pur-
suing northern pike this
winter can prepare for new
pike regulations that will
be in effect for the spring
f i sh i ng  opene r  on
Minnesota’s inland waters.

“Pike regulat ions
remain the same this winter,
with major changes coming
this spring,” said Chris
Kavanaugh, northeast
region fisheries manager.
“As anglers continue
fishing for pike, we encour-
age them to get used to
measuring their catches and
even consider keeping some
of the smaller ones in the
north-central part of the
state.”

The new regulations
on inland waters take effect
starting March 1, although
they won’t begin affecting
anglers until the May 12
fishing opener, since the
northern season closes on
Feb. 25.

Current statewide reg-
ulations including the daily
and possession limit of three
northern pike is still in
effect. So, too, are special
and experimental regula-
tions listed for specific
waters in the 2017 rules.

The new fishing regu-
lations take a cue from
hunting regulations and will
set up three distinct zones
to address the different char-
acteristics of pike popula-

tions in Minnesota.
“Anglers and spearers

have an opportunity to use
this winter as a transition
period and become accus-
tomed to measuring their
catch before the new rules
take effect,” Kavanaugh
said. 
Pike zones also
begin this spring

When the new regula-
tions take effect this spring,
the majority of the state
will be in the north-central
zone where the issue is
overpopulation of small
pike. Anglers here will be
able to keep 10 northern
pike, but not more than two
pike longer than 26 inches,
and all from 22 to 26 inches
must be released. Northern
pike taken by spearing
follow the same rules except
one pike may be between
22 and 26 inches and one
longer than 26 inches. 

In the northeast zone,
the new regulation will
maintain harvest opportu-
nity and protect large fish
already present and anglers
here will be able to keep
two pike and must release
all from 30 to 40 inches,
with only one over 40 inches
allowed in possession.
Spearers also will be able
to take two pike but only
one may be longer than 26
inches.
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from NOAA weather
Friday Saturday Sunday Monday Tuesday

15 -2 16 7 19 4 13 -428 14
Ely     Hi   Lo  Prec. Sn. Cook  Hi   Lo Prec. Sn.   Orr    Hi   Lo Prec. Sn.   Emb.  Hi   Lo Prec. Sn.   Tower Hi   Lo Prec. Sn.  

11/27     27       6      0.00     
11/28     40      16     0.00    
11/29     38      23     0.00    
11/30     26       5      0.00      
12/01     30      24     0.00     
12/02     38      25     0.00     
12/03     37      23     0.00  
Totals                 35.01  14.0”                   

11/27     41      25     0.00     
11/28     37      14     0.00    
11/29     36      10     0.00    
11/30     36      27     0.00      
12/01     43      27     0.00     
12/02     39      25     0.00     
12/03     39      28     0.00                                               
Totals                 NA             

11/27     30      24     0.00     
11/28     42      28     0.00    
11/29     38      10     0.01    1.0”
11/30     37      12     0.00      
12/01     35      25     0.00     
12/02     40      28     0.00     
12/03     40      25     0.00 
Totals                 28.48 23.6” .

11/27     34      23     0.00     
11/28     44      30     0.00    
11/29     41      12     0.00    
11/30     37      13     0.00      
12/01     36      28     0.00     
12/02     41      30     0.00     
12/03     45      22     0.00   
Totals                 28.26   13.1”

11/27     40      20     0.00     
11/28     43      26     0.00    
11/29     40       9      0.00    
11/30     38      12     0.00      
12/01     41      26     0.00     
12/02     40      18     0.00     
12/03     43      19     0.00       
Totals                 29.92   12.9”

LAKE COUNTRY FORECASTFISHING

RECREATION...Continued from page 4B

MOOSE...Continued from page 4B

New northern pike 
regs coming this spring

Shifting the borders of the
permit areas to align with the moose
range, was the solution that wildlife
managers adopted— and deer reg-
istration data shows it’s a change
that worked as intended, at least
this year. “That’s something to keep
in mind,” said Tower Area Wildlife
Manager Tom Rusch. “The first
thing is, this is just one year’s data. 

That said, however, he agrees
that the numbers look promising.
Adopting a “hunter’s choice” des-
ignation in four of the five deer
permit areas in moose range coin-
cided with a big boost in the deer
harvest, particularly the harvest of
antlerless deer, which jumped 231
percent in 2017. The change also
pushed the percentage of antlerless
deer taken by hunters in the moose
range from just 20 percent last year
to 43 percent in 2017. 

While most permit areas saw
spikes in the antlerless harvest this

year, the increase in deer permit
areas adjacent to the moose range
jumped a more modest 106 percent,
according to Rusch. Overall harvest
in the moose range increased 48
percent, while the total harvest in
adjacent permit areas actually fell
by three percent. 

The harvest numbers should
help keep deer numbers in moose
range somewhere near the current
DNR goal, of four-to-eight deer
per square mile. That’s substantially
lower than deer management goals
in most other parts of the region,
but Rusch said it’s pretty clear that
deer populations much above that
level will negatively impact moose.
“We used to say that ten deer per
square mile was the threshold, now
most biologists would probably say
five-to-seven per square mile is
better.”

When it comes to moose man-
agement, deer aren’t the only factor,

acknowledges Rusch, but they’re
the only one that the DNR has some
ability to control. While wolves
and to some extent black bears are
moose predators, the DNR can’t do
much to limit their populations.
Bear populations are already under
goal, and wolves remain a federal-
ly–protected species in the Great
Lakes region. 

“And there’s not a whole lot
we can do about our milder winters,”
said Rusch, who noted a recent
analysis that showed winter tem-
peratures in northeastern Minnesota
are now running nearly six degrees
Fahrenheit warmer than in 1970.
The milder winters allow more deer
to survive, putting greater pressure
on moose. At the same time, the
proliferation of deer feeding in
many areas is negatively affecting
moose, notes Rusch. 

“There’s not much we can do
about that, either,” he said.

Shop our inventory online at www.waschkecook.com for details
M-F 8-6, Sat. 8-4 • 126 N Hwy. 53, Cook, MN • 218-666-5901 • 1-800-238-4545

WASCHKE FAMILY
CHEVROLET • COOK

Lorn Koski Les Hujanen

MANY MORE TO CHOOSE FROM! Trade-Ins Welcome!

for Everyone!
CHEVY EMPLOYEE DISCOUNT

Get Employee Pricing PLUS REBATES On All 2017 Models!

SAVE
$9,000 Off

MSRP

ON ALL 2018
1500 SILVERADO LT
or LTZ CREW CABS

Up To

Trade Assistance
On SELECT 

SILVERADO Models!*

Dave Sabart

$3,000

HOURS: M-F 8am-6pm, Sat. 8am-2pm
126 N Hwy. 53, Cook, MN • 218-666-5901 • 1-800-238-4545

PRE-OWNED SPECIALS
2017 Chevrolet Malibu LS - #11329..........................................................$16,490
2016 Chevrolet Impala LTZ - #R11345 ....................................................$15,990
2016 Chevrolet Cruze Premier - only 12,000 miles, #R11283..................$15,990
2016 Dodge Grand Caravan - #R11356....................................................$18,290
2016 Chrysler 200 - #R11351 ....................................................................$13,490
2016 Jeep Patriot - 4x4, #R11352 ............................................................$15,090
2015 Ram 1500 - Express quad cab, #11342 ............................................$24,990
2015 Jeep Cherokee Latitude - #R11341 ................................................$20,990
2015 Chevrolet Equinox LS - AWD, #R11333 ..........................................$17,990
2015 Chevrolet Silverado LT - #R11324 ..................................................$28,990
2014 Buick Encore - AWD, #R11334 ........................................................$17,490
2014 Buick Verano - #R11335 ..................................................................$14,490
2014 Chevrolet Silverado LTZ - crew cab, #3862A..................................$28,990
2013 Chevrolet Silverado LTZ - 4x4 crew, #3900A ..................................$25,990
2013 Chevrolet Silverado 2500HD - 6.0L, 4x4, #3905A ..........................$20,990

Financing
Available!

* Must trade in a 1999 or newer passenger car or light duty truck to qualify, see dealer for details.

C O O K  M E D I C A L

C O O K  D E N TA L
MEDICAL 

TOW E R  C L I N I C S

DENTAL 

Your Local Providers
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Hoover Rd, Virginia 
741-7393

1613 E. Camp St., Ely
365-8888

24 Hour
Emergency

Service
• Toll Free •

1-800-862-8628

Call Us For All 
Your LP Gas Needs!



Ely man in roll-
over accident
on Hwy 169

EAGLES NEST
TWP – A 60-year-old
Ely man was injured
in  a  one -veh i c l e
rollover accident on
Highway 169 near
Bear Head State Park
Road on Saturday.

According to the
Minnesota State Police
accident report, Keith
Martin Hanson was
traveling northbound
on Highway 169 in a
2001 Ford Ranger at
about 11:15 a.m. on
Dec .  2  when  the

vehicle veered off the
roadway to the right.
The driver overcor-
rected, causing the
vehicle to roll, landing
right-side-up facing
the opposite direction
in the northbound lane.

According to offi-
cials, the road condi-
tion was dry, Hanson
was wearing a seatbelt,
and alcohol was not a
factor in the accident.
He was transported to
E l y - B l o o m e n s o n
Community Hospital
for treatment of non-
l i f e  t h r e a t e n ing
injuries.

The St .  Louis

Coun ty  She r i f f ’s
Depa r tmen t  a l so
responded to the acci-
dent.

Hakes named
as Phifer 
campaign
manager

REGIONAL—
Leah  Ph i f e r  ha s
announced that she has
hired Sue Hakes, of
Grand Marais ,  to
manage her bid to win
the DFL endorsement
fo r  t he  E igh th
Congressional District
seat currently held by

Rep. Rick Nolan. 
Hakes is a former

Cook  Coun ty
Commissioner and
Mayor  o f  Grand
Marais, first elected to
office in 2008. 

In 2014, Hakes
was awarded a two-
year Bush Foundation
Fellowship to build
leadership in rural,
n o r t h e a s t e r n
Minnesota. A graduate
of Augsburg College,
Hakes used her Bush
Fellowship to study at
the Humphrey School
of Public Affairs and
Harvard’s Kennedy
School. She serves on

the Board of Directors
for Rural American
Indigenous Leadership
(RAIL), and serves on
both the Duluth and
Cook County YMCA
Advisory Councils.
Hakes  i s  a l so  an
advisor to the first-
ever Grand Marais
Youth in Government
delegation.

“Sue’s dedication
to fostering commu-
nity engagement, espe-

cially in our rural com-
munities, is unparal-
leled,” said Phifer.
“He r  expe r i ence
organizing and mobi-
lizing diverse popula-
tions is an incredible
asset to our campaign.”

“Phifer’s promise
to uphold the United
States Constitution and
her courage to stand up
against the current
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ’s
threats to the federal

government’s balance
of power and due
process  i s  why  I
believe in her. That’s
why I am excited to get
to work convincing the
Eighth District to put
their trust in her too,”
said Hakes.

Hakes is married
to Eveleth native John
Gorski. Both have
worked in real estate
in northern Minnesota
for over 15 years.
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PUBLIC NOTICES

FUNERAL SERVICES

Range Funeral Home

“Friends Helping Friends”

Virginia
741-1481

Hibbing
263-3276

Community Briefs

POSITION AVAILABLE
Experienced automotive repair technician,
full-time with benefits. Apply in person or
send resume to: Cassandra Dejno, Waschke
Family Chevrolet, 126 N Hwy 53, PO Box
549, Cook, MN 55723; 218-666-5901 or
800-238-4545.   tfn

Building
Maintenance Worker-

Public Works
Apply by Dec. 15, 2017

Planner/Senior Planner-
Virginia

Apply by Dec. 18, 2017

Apply online at 
www.stlouiscountymn.gov/jobs

or call 218-726-2422

Equal Opportunity and Veteran-Friendly Employer  12/8

EMPLOYMENT

Vermilion Country School
Special Ed Paraprofessional 

$14.00 per hour, benefit package (prorated at 20+ hours/week), 
approximately 180 days/school year plus a few training days, 
approximately 8:30 am to 3:15 pm, except with additional duties

Full job description online at www.vermilioncountry.org/employment

The Vermilion Country School (VCS), is a grades 7-12 public charter school in Tower.
Responsibilities include, but are not limited to: interact with staff, students, parent/guardians, and
the community; facilitate academic and personal goal-setting; assist students with skill develop-
ment in reading and math; monitor student progress; manage the physical needs of students as
needed; chaperone field explorations; records maintenance and due process paperwork; proctor
assessments and diagnostic tests; supervise students during lunch and out in the community;
address behavior issues in accordance with school policy;  maintain strict confidentiality;  assist
office staff and director as needed.
Minimum qualifications: Experience working with children, and a commitment to their learning;
Excellent math, reading, and organizing skills; Excellent computer and office machine skills;
Mature, friendly, and responsible; Commitment to the school’s mission and vision; Positive refer-
ences; A minimum of 60 semester credits or the amount required to complete two full years of
fulltime enrollment as determined by the institution of higher education attended; or an AA, AS,
or AAS (or higher) degree; or a passing score on an assessment from the state-approved list
(The ParaPro test has been approved for state-wide use. The cut score is 460.) Additional
desired qualifications (please see website).

Van Driver
$11.00/hour ($16.00/hour CDL); 10-15 hours/week, am and pm routes,  with additional hours as
needed. Driver Qualifications: Regular Class D license (CDL preferred); Prefer experienced driv-
ers (CDL highly preferred); Criminal and driving record clearance;  Drug and alcohol tests may
be mandated; Must be able to work entire school year; Must be able to work with and supervise
students.

Van driver can also be employed as a para, or can be a stand-alone position. 
Both positions will remain open until filled.

Please e-mail resume, cover letter, transcripts of college work and/or 
ParaPro score, and three letters of recommendation to:
Vermilion Country School, P.O. Box 629, Tower, MN 55790
kfitton@vermilioncountry.org.  www.vermilioncountry.com

VCS is an Equal Opportunity Employer

Wolflink Marketing Coordinator
The International Wolf Center is seeking appli-
cants for the position of WolfLink Coordinator.  
This position will market and promote education  
programs to past and prospective schools. The ideal 
candidate will have strong sales and organization-
al skills as well as oral and written communication 
skills.  To apply, submit a a cover letter and resume to  
careers@wolf.org or stop by the International Wolf 
Center (located just east of Ely on Highway 169) to 
pick up an application. Temporary, 12-month part-time  
position with hourly wage DOQ & E. For job descrip-
tion, please visit: 

www.wolf.org 
1396 Highway 169 • Ely, Minnesota
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Nett Lake Schools, Nett Lake, MN

Seeking Tech Support

The Nett Lake School is seeking Tech
Support for the remainder of the 2017-18
school year.  The current position is for 1 day
a week, but may increase at specific times
throughout the year based on district’s
needs.  
Qualifications include: 
• Self starter
• Dependable
• Experience with networks
• Experience with Apple platform 

and devices. 
• Experience with SMART boards
• Willing to learn Telepresence Applications
• Ability to maintain hardware
• Ability to install new software and updates

Interested parties please submit a letter of
interest, resume and 3 work-related refer-
ences to:  James J. Varichak

Nett Lake Schools
13090 Westley Drive

Nett Lake, MN 55772
This position will remain open until filled.
Salary will be based on experience.

STATE OF MINNESOTA
COUNTY OF ST. LOUIS

DISTRICT COURT 
PROBATE DIVISION

SIXTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
Court File No. 
69VI-PR-17-160

Estate of
LYNNE NETTIE HILL, a/k/a
LYNN HILL, a/k/a LYNNE
MELLETTE HILL,
Decedent

NOTICE AND ORDER OF
HEARING ON PETITION
FOR SUMMARY ASSIGN-
MENT OR DISTRIBUTION
AND NOTICE TO CREDI-
TORS

Notice is given that a petition
has been filed requesting that
the Estate assets be summar-
ily assigned and distributed
without probate administra-
tion.

The petition also requests the
probate of an instrument pur-
porting to be the Decedent’s
last Will dated March 8, 2009,
and any codicil(s) to the Will
dated (none), and separate
writing under Minn. Stat.
574.2-513 (“Will”).

Any objections to the petition
must be filed with the Court
prior to or raised at the hear-
ing. If proper, and if no objec-
tions or claims are filed or
raised, the Court may issue a
decree distributing or assign-
ment the Estate’s assets.

It is Ordered and Notice is
now given that the Petition will
be heard on January 10,
2018, at 9:30 a.m. at this
Court at Virginia, Minnesota.

Michelle Anderson, Judge
Amy Turnquist, 
Court Administrator
Stefanie Higgins, Deputy

Attorney for Petitioner
RAE R. BENTZ #218376
DEFENBAUGH 
LAW OFFICE
107 East Camp Street, 
Ely, MN 55731
218-365-4977

Published in the Timberjay,
Dec. 1 & 8, 2017

Como Oil & Propane, A Thompson
Gas Company, is seeking a Part-Time

Customer Service Representative.

Must have excellent communication skills
and computer experience. Competitive wage
and compensation package.

Send resume to Como Oil
and Propane, 6403 Hwy
169, Tower, MN 55790. 

Or email resume to: ljaniksela@comolp.com.

Equal Opportunity Employer   12/15

Wanted - Manager for the 
Ely Area Food Shelf

The Ely Area Food Shelf seeks an open-
minded strong leader to manage the Ely Area
Food Shelf operations. This part-time multi-
faceted position (40-50 hours per month)
requires a cooperative, forward-thinking
leader who is able to interact with our under-
served community, the food shelf advisory
committee, volunteer staff, task forces, and
other community agencies. This individual
must be self motivated, able to work inde-
pendently, be flexible, have excellent com-
munication skills, and some computer skills
(training can be provided). Pay is commen-
surate with experience/skills. 

Please send resumé to 
info@elyareafoodshelf.org or 

mail to EAFS, P.O.Box 786, Ely, MN 55731

GREENWOOD   TOWNSHIP
NOTICE OF ELECTION 

MN 205.16, subd. 4

THE GREENWOOD TOWNSHIP
ANNUAL ELECTION WILL BE

HELD ON MARCH 13, 2018

Polls will be open 7:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m. 
at the Greenwood Town Hall

Offices to be elected:
Supervisor Position 3: 3-year term
Supervisior Position 5: 3-year term

Clerk Position: 2-year term

Filings will be open January 2 - 16, 2018
until 5:00 p.m. Applicants, please file at the

town hall for affidavit of candidacy. Town hall
offices will be open on January 16, 2018,

until 5:00 p.m.

THE GREENWOOD TOWN BOARD WILL
MEET IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING THE

ADJOURNMENT OF THE ANNUAL 
MEETING ON MARCH 13, 2018, TO PAY

BILLS AND CANVASS ELECTION
RESULTS. 

In case of inclement weather, the election
and meetings will be held the following
Tuesday, March 20, 2018, at the same

times listed. MS365.51 subd.1

Sue Drobac, Greenwood Town Clerk

Published in the Timberjay, Dec. 8 & 15, 2018

Virgie Hegg Hospice Partners
Program Director Position 

Part-time position as an independent con-
tractor available beginning January 15, 2018.

For additional information and/or a copy of
the job description, call Chairperson,
Shawna Kishel, 780-6510 or current
Program Director, Liz Cheney,  780-8907.

To apply send resume by December 22 to:
VHHP, P.O. Box 244, Cook MN 55723   12/15



AA OPEN MEETING-
Thursdays at 7 p.m. at
Woodland Presbyterian
Church, Acacia Blvd. and
Central Drive in Babbitt

BABBITT AL-ANON- meets
Thursdays at 7 p.m. at the
Babbitt Assembly of God
Church

MS SUPPORT GROUP- meets
the second Friday of the month
at 1 p.m. at the Babbitt
Municipal Building, senior
room. Open to all. For informa-
tion contact Mary at 218-827-
8327

ORR AA and AL-ANON meet
Tuesdays, AA at 8 p.m. and Al-
ANON at 7 p.m.  Holy Cross
Catholic Church, Orr

VIRGINIA AA WOMEN’S
MEETING- Ladies by the Lake.
Tuesdays at 12 noon. Peace
United Methodist Church, 303
S 9th Ave, please use side door
and parking

OVEREATERS ANONYMOUS-
Meetings every Wednesday at
4:30 p.m. at Our Savior’s
Lutheran Church, Virginia

HIV/AIDS? For confidential
compassionate local support
call the Rural AIDS Action
Network, toll-free 1-888-647-
RAAN(7226)

STORAGE

RED ROCK STORAGE- Boats,
Cars, Household Items. Ideal
Location. Many sizes. Also
Mobile Storage Containers
delivered to your location.
www.redrock-storage.com. Call
218-753-2375.   Tfn

WANTED

DISABLED VETERAN SEEKS
SNOWMOBILE- 300cc or
350cc. Call Harold Goodsky at
218-410-4003.  12/15nc

WANTED TO BUY: Will pay
cash for junk cars and pickups.
Will pick up. Also, we collect
used oil. Call 218-757-3255 or
218-780-2579.  tfn

SELIGA CANOES WANTED:
We’ll buy  old Seligas in Good
Shape.  Turn your classic
canoe into cash. Call Steve at
365-6745.  tfn

SUPPORT
GROUPS

NEW MEETING in Ely! “New
Ideas” WOMEN IN RECOV-
ERY: 12 Steps. For women
seeking help and hope to
recover from any addiction:
drugs, alcohol, food, gambling
etc. Every Thursday noon at St.
Anthony’s Catholic Church.
Come join us! Q: 218-235-
3581.

ELY CO-DEPENDENTS
MEETING- Fridays at noon-St.
Anthony’s Church Classroom
3-Use west side entrance. For
more information go to
coda.org on the web.

AL-ANON FAMILY GROUP-
Are you troubled by someone’s
drinking? Al-Anon Family
Group is a community-based
mutual support program for the
friends and families of alco-
holics. It is confidential and
open to anyone affected by
someone else’s drinking. Hope
Lutheran Church in Embarrass
hosts an Al-Anon group on
Monday evenings at 6 p.m.
218-984-2037

HAIR CARE

VERMILION SHEAR IMAGE-
Men’s & Women’s hairstyling.
314 Main St., Tower, 218-753-
2928.  Open Tuesday-Friday,
9am – 5pm.  tfn

DREAMWEAVER SALON &
DAY SPA-  Open Monday-
Friday  8:30 – 6:30. 218-666-
5594.  tfn

HOSPICE

VIRGIE HEGG HOSPICE
PARTNERS can provide help
for patients and their families in
ways such as: comfort care,
massages, last wishes and
more.   For more information,
contact Program Director Liz
Cheney at 218-780-8907 or
vhhpdirector@yahoo.com. This
ad is paid for by Virgie Hegg
Hospice Partners. 

LICENSE
BUREAU

COOK AREA LICENSE
BUREAU- -221 S. Hwy 53,
Cook. Open-M-F 9-5,
FastTrack Title Service-MVR-
DNR-Limited DL, Dry Cleaning
Drop off/Pick up,
CDL/Motorcycle/ Drivers
Manuals. Now accepting
Visa/MC/Discover. Questions
call 218-666-6199. Tfn

MEDICAL/
THERAPY

TRUE CARE MEDICAL THER-
APY CENTER- Phyical &
Occupational Therapy, Mon.-
Fri., 9-5, Phone: 218-666-2697.
Fax: 218-666-2620.  12/15

REAL ESTATE

Search ALL MLS listings at
www.pfremmerrealty.com.   tfn

SNOWPLOWING

SNOWPLOW SERVICES-
Residential and commercial
plowing in Tower, Soudan,
Greenwood, and Lake
Vermilion area. 218-235-7475.
12/8v

VERMILION SNOW MANAGE-
MENT- Serving the entire Lake
Vermilion area. Roads,
Driveways & Sidewalks. Free
estimates, insured. tj@vermil-
ionsnowmanagement.com or
218-290-0966. Online at vermil-
ionsnowmanagement.com. tfn
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Considerations of personal privacy, time and
resources prevent the newspaper from investigating
ads placed in the classified section. If you respond
to an ad, we urge you to use the same care and pru-
dence that you would use when conducting busi-
ness in any other situation.

Classifieds run in all 3 editions 
of the Timberjay.

Line classifieds cost 30¢/word, $6.00 minimum.

Classified ads can be run a second time at half price

(private parties only). We now accept payment by Visa,

Mastercard and Discover. Call your ad in to 218-753-

2950. Display (boxed) classifieds are billed by the

“inch”- please call for prices and information on discounts.

Call Today  –  218-753-2950 or 218-365-3114EAST DHU RIVER SAWMILL INC
“Put A Piece Of

Northern
Minnesota

In Your Home”
Superior Quality

• Plank Paneling
• Trim
• One-Of-A-Kind Moldings
• Industrial Lumber

218-744-1788
8825 Hwy 101, Iron, MN  55751

MARINE

Two locations to
serve you locally:

NAPA PARTS
CENTER, INC.
45 E. Chapman Street

ELY
365-3132

AUTOMOTIVE

Frank’s Marine
Sales & Service, Orr, Mn 55771

Mercury Outboards, MerCruiser, Crestliner,
Lund, Spartan Trailers, Ercoa Pontoons.

Call 218-757-3150

LAKE VERMILION, TOWER
Located two miles southwest

of Tower on Hwy. 169

Winter Hours: 
Monday-Friday 9 AM-5 PM

P R O V E N

Storage • Complete Service • Sales

4551 Bradley Road, Tower • 753-5457

www.shamrocklanding.com

Covered Wet & Dry Boat Storage
Lease or Purchase Options
Marina  •  Mechanic on Duty
Convenience Store
24-Hour Fuel  • Live Bait

Centrally Located On

Lake Vermilion

Sell It

Here

A FULL SERVICE MARINA

www.handbergs.com
218.993.2214

7123 Handberg Road, Crane Lake, MN

Boat & Motor Sales & Service
Boat & Motor Rental • Marina Slips
Inside or Outside Storage • RV Sites

Gift Shop: Ice Cream Cones • Clothing
Gifts • Boat Accessories • Gas • Bait • Wifi

Subscribe Today
(218) 753-2950

Langevin Auto
& Truck Repair

Full Service
Auto Repair & Garage

Hours: 8 AM-5 PM M-F
2 Miles South of Tower

218-749-0751

MOCCASIN POINT
MARINE

4655 Moccasin Point Rd
Lake Vermilion
218-753-3319

Storage, Boat Rentals,
Service/Repairs/Sales 

Mechanic on Duty
moccasinpointmarine.com

Find It

Here
753-2950
365-3114

BUILDING

SERVICES

MARINE  

ANTIQUES

221 Hwy 53, Suite B
Cook, MN (Next to Subway)

Thur-Mon 10-5 • 218.666.3139

STOP IN!

Vermilion
Cottage
Antiques

Vermilion
Cottage
Antiques

Find us on
Facebook

Get
Results!

Advertise
in the

Timberjay!

See us at: www.grubens.com
Call us at: 218.753.5000
4296 Arrowhead Point Rd,

Tower MN 55790

• Boat launch, rental,
store & repair

• Cabins for a great,
fun vacation

DOG 
GROOMING

Boundary
Waters Dog
Grooming

Owner
Eileen Kronmiller

Over 30 years experience!

218-753-1228
305 Birch St, Tower

(behind Jeanne’s Cards & Gifts)
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YOU CALL! WE HAUL!
Cement Trucks • Building Material

Septic-pumping Trucks • Dirt
Well-drilling Equipment

Propane Delivery

Carl Anderson
Anderson Barging, Inc.
Phone: 218-993-2288  Cell: 218-780-4955

www.andersonbarging.com

Covering all of Lake Vermilion

Let these professionals
help with your next 

home improvement project!

Real Estate
Closing Services,
Title Insurance
& Abstracting

Northeast Title Company
has competitive rates and

professional services assuring
peace of mind for our

customers before and after
closing. We take pride in our

service and have a proven
history of being a leader in the

industry. Customers can expect
quality services and products

along with a professional
staff that takes pride in every

closing. Our warm, friendly, and
professional approach in all of

our transactions ensures our
customers a level of comfort that

is unmatched in the industry.

ELY OFFICE
107 E Camp St • Ely, MN 55731
Phone (218)365-5256
Fax (218)365-6164
Angie Mikulich
Office Manager/Closing Specialist

VIRGINIA OFFICE
612 13 St S • Virginia MN 55792
Phone (218)741-1515
Fax (218)742-9383
Jodee Micheletti
Owner/Closing Specialist

COOK OFFICE
P.O. Box 539 • Cook MN 55723
Phone (218)666-3174
Fax (218)742-9392
Sharon Maronick
Office Manager/Closing Specialist

www.netitle.com

20 and 30 yard 
Roll-off Boxes

for cleanup,
demo & garbage 218-787-2377

Servicing the Iron Range Area & North

UDOVICH GARBAGE
& ROLL-OFF SERVICE

FOR SALE

Licensed Septic Design
& Installation

◆ Complete Site & Building Preparation
◆ Road Building, Land Clearing,

Basement, Demolition
◆ Digging, Dozing, Hauling

◆ Sand, Gravel, Crushed Rock, Black Dirt

Call for an estimate  • 218-365-4220

canudigit@frontiernet.net    MPCA License 1826
2408 Hwy. 169, PO Box 608, Ely, MN 55731  

TIM LILLQUIST, Realtor
Serving Lake Vermilion, Tower, Soudan, Breitung,

Cook, Ely and surrounding communities

P R O P E R T I E S   N O R T H

612-834-5769 (Cell)

Your Home,Your Cabin,Your Wildernest TM

www.yourwildernest.com

The
Timberjay
classified
ads reach 
readers 

of all three
editions 

every week.

Call 753-2950 
to place 

yours now! Find It Here

(218) 666-5352
www.bicrealty.com
info@bicrealty.com

#130924 MAKINEN Beautifully wooded 40-acre parcel w/
Mud Hen Creek running through it. Electric service avail-
able along the road. Old cabin also exists on the property.
Property being sold “as is”. $37,500

#132945 LAKE VERMILION 2 BR home w/ ample yard
space, quiet and protected 100 ft lksh, and garage w/ upper
level office/bunk space. 10 x 12 unfinished bunk house w/
front deck. 2 storage buildings. $349,900

#132235 LAKE VERMILION 3 BR, 4 BA home on 230 ft
lksh and 2.4-acre wooded lot. Vaulted ceiling/top quality
finishing/private master BR/ BA on lower-level walk-out.
Attached 4-stall garage/workshop. Maintenance free steel
siding/30-year shingles $795,000

• General Contractor
• New Construction
• Remodeling
• Garages
• Boathouses
• Property Maintenance
• Island Work
• Skidsteer Work

License #BC385748

2020 Burtness Rd.
Cook, MN 55723

Sheldon Sandberg, Owner
Cell: 218-780-7153

The Timberjay provides the area’s highest
quality and best prices on all types of printing.

Northeastern Minnesota

Real Estate

n RESIDENTIAL n LAKESHORE n COMMERCIAL

n HUNTING & RECREATION PROPERTY

n HUNDREDS OF LISTINGS OF AVAILABLE PROPERTIES ACROSS NE MINNESOTA

FREE

JULY/AUGUST 2012

A COMPREHENSIVE GUIDE 

Find the perfect spot

for your family...

Call us today!   
The Timberjay • 218-753-2950

For affordable commercial printing

• Business cards
• Business brochures and

promotional items
• Newsletters
• Forms and letterheads

Take advantage of the Timberjay’s
professional design services and save big
over any of the competition.

You’ll be surprised at how much you can save!

Lake Country
218-757-3233
www.TheLakeCountry.com

Orr-$140,000 Charming 2 BR cabin with shared Pelican
Lake ownership. MLS#132816

Crane Lake-$219,900 2 BR boat-access cabin with
screen porch and 80 ft of lakeshore. MLS#133246

Orr-$12,925 5 wooded acres near Pelican Lake.
MLS#132628

Echo Lake-$118,000 Charming boat-access cabin with
500 ft of shoreline. MLS#132591

Pelican Lake-$150,000 2.5 acres and over 250 ft of
lakeshore.   MLS#130668

WE SERVICE ESTATES!
Bring in your car, 4-wheeler or boat and let us

help with all your auction needs.
NOW SELLING USED CARS & MORE!

1307 E. Sheridan St, Ely • HOURS: Mon-Thurs: 1-5 PM
651-260-4228 • jmgreen40@earthlink.net

REAL ESTATE

HOME OF THE PROFESSIONALS
218-753-2230
302 Main St., Tower, MN
M-F: 8 AM-5 PM; Sat: 8 AM-Noon

VERMILION LUMBER

Indoor ProjectsTime For

Lumber

Hardware

Tools

Paint

Friendly Service

✔
✔
✔
✔

✔

“We’ve
Got What

You Need!”

LITTLE FORK RIVER!
1,400+ ft / 31 acres within

8 miles of Cook. Rd access.
Scenic w/numerous bldg

sites/hunting/rafting/
fishing/privacy!

$93,500

Contact: Vicki Schelde
Associate Broker

B.I.C. Realty, Cook, MN
218-750-0443

Email: vicki@bicrealty.com

Phone/Fax: 218.666.5344 
Hours: Mon. Fri: 7-5, Sat: 8-12
eric@cookbuildingcenter.com

It’s Always Sauna Time!
Clear Cedar

1x6 T&G
End Matched
Regular $3.89 lin. ft.

ON SPECIAL $1.89 lin. ft.

Hurry while supplies last!
...when it’s gone, it’s gone.
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