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Superintendent named at ISD 2142

Reggie Engebritson tapped to replace former Supt. Steve Sallee

by MELISSA ROACH
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Staff Writer

REGIONAL —

Reggie

voted 6-1 last week to hire
Engebritson on a permanent basis,
although the details of a planned

interim contract runs through June
30,and her new contract would begin
July 1.

Engebritson’s hiring didn’t

“I'am concerned by the attitude
regarding the lack of acomplete and
professional search, regardless of
minimum requirements, or advice
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Reggie

Engebritson is the new superin- three-year contract have yet to be come,however, withoutsome debate .
tendent for the St. Louis County worked out. Engebritson’s current on the process. See..SCHOOL pg. 10 Engebritson
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Ely museum remembers Dorothy Molter

by KEITH VANDERVORT
Ely Editor

ELY - Since the Dorothy Molter
Museum opened in Ely on May 6, 1993,
numerous personal histories detailing
individual experiences with the last res-
ident of the Boundary Waters Canoe Area
Wilderness have been added to the
museum’s archives.

Here is one:

“My father, Lloyd Grobel, and his
buddies visited Dorothy on June 19,
1956. They had a terrible time coming

into Knife Lake on the Vera Lake Portage
and were thrilled to see a sign that said
“Cold Beer” with an arrow (they had never
heard of Dorothy Molter). They had a
beer and then camped nearby. The next
morning a nest of crows was very noisy.
My Dad’s buddy shook the tree in frus-
tration. A baby crow tumbled out of the
nest. They didn’t know what else to do
so they gave the crow to Dorothy. She
named the crow “Vera” since they had
come through Vera Lake.”

See... DOROTHY pg. 12

CITY OF ELY

Bakk weighs

in on planned
Vermilion Trail

Says concerns focus
on logging access,
not hunting camp

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

LAKE VERMILION— Sen.
Majority Leader Tom Bakk, DFL-
Cook, is dismissing suggestions
that he’s opposed to a planned
Cook-to-Tower bike trail over its
possible impact to a hunting camp
he’s used for
decades. The
hunting camp,
located just
west of the
Frazer Bay, is
surrounded by
hundreds of
acres of public
land, which
trail backers
had hoped
might be accessible for their pro-
posed trail system.

Obtaining recreational trail
easements on public lands in the
region has typically been easier than
obtaining such rights from a large
number of private landowners, but
some St. Louis County officials have
proven resistant to the proposed
Lake Vermilion Trail. Some trail
supporters have seen Bakk as
playing arole in the county’s reluc-
tance to support the trail.

Bakk acknowledged he has
concerns about the proposal, but
says they’re unrelated to the poten-

Sen. Tom Bakk

See... TRAIL pg.11

Historic home destroyed by fire

Two families lose everything in early morning blaze

by KEITH VANDERVORT
Ely Editor

ELY - Eight people from
two families were displaced
early Sunday morning as a
result of a house fire in Ely.

According to the Ely Fire
Department, the fire was
reported around 1 a.m. at a

A duplex at 26 White Street was destroyed in a fire
early Sunday morning. The structure was moved
from an island on Shagawa Lake in the 1920s.

photo by K. Vandervort

duplex located at 26 White
Street. Upon arrival, fire-
fighters found flames coming
out of first- and second-story
windows.

According to the officials, :
all of the residents were able FSEEE =
to safely evacuate the house, ﬁr m

See...FIRE pg. 12
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CITY OF TOWER

City council rebids marina demolition project

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER

Managing Editor

TOWER— In a six-min-
ute special meeting here, on
Tuesday,the Tower City Council
voted to reject demolition bids
opened at their Feb. 12 meeting
for work on the former Standing
Bear Marina.

The facility, now owned by
Your Boat Club, is slated for
significantrenovation beginning
this year. But first, the new
owners want to clear away old
docks and dock canopies, which
had fallen into disrepair over the
years, and they were planning to
utilize the IRRRB’s commer-
cial demolition program to pay
for much of that work, which

requires the city’s involvement.

The week before, the council
had opened two dramatically
differing bids for the demo work,
which prompted them to table
action until they could consult
further with their engineers, the
IRRRB, and the new marina
owners.

Bringing the issue back on
Tuesday, the council voted to
reject both bids.

The council then approved a
resolution authorizing the city to
apply for demolition funds from
the IRRRB.

The council then approved
a new request for bids for a
modified demolition project
that excludes the previous call
for removal of a portion of sea

Right: The former Standing
Bear Marina is slated for
renovation beginning this
year. Docks and dock can-
opies should be removed
in the next several weeks.

wall near the marina building
as well as interior walls within
the building. Instead, the project
will be limited to the removal
of dilapidated docks and dock
canopies, to clear the way for
new docking which is already
on order, according to the new
OWners.

City officials expressed
concern that the removal of the
sea wall could require a DNR
permit, which could push the
project timeline out by months.
The Your Boat Club owners

CITY OF ORR

want to complete much of the
dock demolition while there’s
still ice on the river this winter.

“We may still come back at
a later point and deal with the
sea wall and the interior marina

wall through the demo program,”
said City Clerk Treasurer Linda
Keith.“But getting the docks and
canopies out is the top priority.”

Ambulance controversy prompts updates to policies

EMR card would

be

by MELISSA ROACH
Staff Writer

ORR— The city’s
ambulance service is
working on updates to its
policies and procedures
after acontroversy erupted
last month stemming from
an ambulance call attended
by a caregiver without
fully compliant certifi-
cation.

Theissue came before
the council for a second
time on Feb. 12, afterinitial
discussion at a special
meeting on Jan. 31. “We
had an issue on one of
the runs with there being
an allegation against the
ambulance of there being
anunlicensed person,” said
Councilor Ericka Cote.

The alleged incident
occurred during a patient

oo-ooo-coooooooocoooooo-coo-ooo-coo-ooo-coo-ooooocoooooo-coo-ooo-coo-ooo-co
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transfer in early December
in which Chandra
Klakoski, who is current-
ly uncertified, was in the
back of the ambulance
along with another EMT,
Jules Long, and may have
administered patient care,
although reports are some-
what conflicting. Klakoski
was formerly certified,and
had reportedly recently
completed a refresher, but
has not completed neces-
sary paperwork to obtain
a certificate.

City officials con-
sulted Robert Norlen, the
state of Minnesota’s EMS
Field Supervisor,aboutthe
possible breach of policy.
According to the meeting
minutes, “Norlenindicated
that as long as two EMTs
were in the ambulance,
and one was in the back

with the patient, minimum
standards would be met.
Only the EMT would
be allowed to provide
patient care. He also
indicated the ambulance
needed to follow whatever
policies and procedures
have been approved by
the Ambulance regarding
ride-alongs.”

The council held their
January special meeting
to sort out the allegations,
which another ambulance
service responder had
brought to the attention of
the city council.

The council ques-
tioned the ambulance
service personnel about
the ambulance policy
concerning ride-alongs,
as well as what is con-
sidered patient care, and
if the ambulance fulfilled

Serving children 16 months
to kindergarten age

COME AND SEE ALL

personnel requirements. In
a report, Diana Klakoski
acknowledged the policies
need to be reviewed and
updated. The city council
then directed the ambu-
lance department officers
to develop and to maintain
a written set of policies
and procedures by April
1, which set minimum
standards of conduct and
operating standards using
suggested guidelines from
the League of Minnesota
Cities. The council also
wanted assurance that the
current by-laws are being
enforced.

At their special
meeting last month, the
council instructed the
ambulance service to adopt
and enforce a policy that
only persons holding an
active or current EMT/

allowed to respond until
the updated policies and
procedures have been
approved by the council.
If needed, a current fire-
fighter with valid driver’s
license and current EVAC
training could drive the
ambulance.

Mayor Joel Astleford
also addressed the ambu-
lance officers, telling them
they needed to be treating
eachotherand city staffina
respectful, courteous, and
professional manner and
further personal attacks
and disruptive behavior
may result in termination.

In other business, the
council approved entering
into a purchase agreement
with the American Legion
Post 480 for purchase of
the club’s meeting hall.

The Legion has expressed
interest in turning the
building over to the city
for some time now, and
decided to move forward
inpursuit of this agreement
after discussion regarding
the matter was brought
up at the January special
meeting. Legion members
expressed hope that the
city would agree to take
ownership of the building
as a community center.
The group has noted that
they have an aging and
dwindling membership
and are financially unable
to maintain the building
in the near future. The
council accepted the terms,
and passed the motion for
moving forward with the
agreement. The city will

See ORR...pg. 5
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Bakk now cautious on Eighth District race

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

REGIONAL— Sen. Tom
Bakk said he remains hopeful
that Democrats will hold the
Eighth Congressional District
this fall, but he said he thinks the
party’s chances have diminished
in the wake of Rick Nolan’s
decision to retire.

“I think Tony Lourey was
our strongest candidate,but now
he’s out,” said Bakk. Lourey,
a state senator who represents
Pine and Carlton counties and a
small swath of southern St. Louis
County,is well knownin the dis-
trict. Bakk said he visited party

- leaders in
- | Washington
recently to
discuss a
possiblerun,
but eventu-
ally decided
not to pursue
the seat.
Bakk
Tom Bakk didn’t
mention any of the other DFL
candidates, including Leah
Phifer,whodecided to challenge
Nolan for the party’s nomina-
tion, as well as Kirsten Hagen
Kennedy, Joe Radinovich, and
Michelle Lee, who announced
their candidacies in the wake of

Nolan’s decisiontoretire. Phifer
made a strong showing in the
DFL precinct caucuses earlier
this month, whichmay have been
one reason for Nolan’s decision.
He announced his retirement
three days after the party caucus-
es. Nolan had lost support from
a number of party activists over
his decision to align himself with
the Trump administration and
an anti-public lands coalition in
the House in hopes of advancing
copper-nickel mining projects in
the region.

“I think it could be a pretty
tough election for us,” Bakk
said. “Pete Stauber’s a pretty
good guy. And you don’t want

to underestimate a hockey
family.” Stauber, a Duluth
police officer and St. Louis
County Commissioner, is the
only announced Republican
candidate for the seat.

“I think Rick Nolan was
absolutely going to win,” Bakk
said, and he predicted the
Republican National Committee
would now pour more resources
into the race. He also said he
thinks Stauber might be helped
if President Trump follows
through on recommendations
from his Commerce Department
toimpose strict tariffs onimport-
ed steel.

The race had long been con-

From news anchor to candidate

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

REGIONAL — Fordecades, she
was the face of the local nightly news
on KBJR television in Duluth. Now,
Michelle Lee is setting her sights on
Congress. Lee, who recently retired
from broadcasting, announced her
candidacy for the DFL nomination
for the Eighth District congressional
seat this past Sunday, at the Fond du
[Lac Tribal Community College.

In a statement announcing her
run, the veteran journalist said her
depth of knowledge about the issues
she covered during her career has
been her primary motivation to seek
political office.

“For years,I had a front-row seat
to the issues of the Eighth Districtand
the decisions made locally, statewide
and nationally that impacted the
residents of this region,” said Lee.
“T had to keep my feelings about the
decisions and their impact to myself.
That was then. This is now.”

Lee said she has immersed
herself in the issues confronting the

FRIDAY, MAY 4
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EIGHTH DISTRICT RACE

Michelle Lee

Eighth District and began taking
steps towards a political career,
having attended political training
through Wellstone Action and other
leadership forums. “It’s infectious,”
she said, as she talked with others
who attended those trainings and
were considering running for office
themselves.

IN THE WOODLANDS BALLROOM!
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Lee said she’s been a DFLer as
long as she could vote, so her party
affiliation is no surprise to those
who knew her outside her role as a
journalist.

In her announcement speech,
Lee laid out a broadly progressive
platformreminiscent of Vermont Sen.
Bernie Sanders, including adoption
of a Medicare-for-all, single-payer
health insurance system, and free
public university tuition.

“We should be swinging open
the doors to technical and community
colleges, to prepare our young people
for the future,” she said. “There are
going to be alot of jobs out there with
the retirement of the baby boomers.”
But right now, she said, the high
cost of college is saddling the next
generation with crushing debt. “They
aren’t having babies, they aren’t
buying houses,” she said. “They’re
frozen in time.”

Lee joins three other candidates
already in the race, including Leah
Phifer, Kirsten Hagen Kennedy, and

See MICHELLE LEE..pg. 5
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Joe Radinovich and his faithful lab Dakota

Radinovich enters race

CROSBY-Former state Rep.Joe Radinovich,
of Crosby, has announced his campaign for
Minnesota’s Eighth Congressional District.

He becomes the third candidate to announce
he’s seeking the DFL nomination for the seat cur-
rently held by Rick Nolan. Nolan announced last
week that he would not seek re-election.

Former FBI national security analyst Leah
Phifer, of Isanti, and North Branch Mayor Kirsten
Hagen Kennedy have previously entered the race.
Phifer had announced her candidacy several months
ago, and had performed well in the recent precinct
caucuses. Nolan announced his decision to retire

See RADINOVICH...pg. 5
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sidered a toss-up by most polit-
ical analysts, even with Nolan
in the mix. The Cook Political
Reporthad listed Nolan as one of
the most vulnerable Democrats
in the country in the 2018 elec-
tion. The race proved to be the
mostexpensive Houserace in the
country in 2016, as both parties
and their affiliated independent
groups poured millions into the
campaign. Nolanedged his GOP
rival, Stewart Mills III, by just
over 2,000 votes out of the over
350,000 votes cast.
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The shooting erupts.
People, often children, die
in horrifying numbers. We
offer thoughts and prayers,
and move on, until the next
mass shooting momentarily
attracts our attention, and we
repeat the entire exercise all
over again. When it comes
to guns these days, that’s
the reality that’s baked in to
our daily experience in 21st
century America.

So first things first. Let’s
quit pretending that gun
control legislation is going to
be the solution to the problem.
Meaningful gun control is
unlikely to happen because
of the political power of the
National Rifle Association
and because the Supreme
Court has upheld an individ-
ual’s right to own guns.

Besides, America is
already so awash with guns,
that it’s unclear whether
controlling the sale of things
like assault rifles would have
any appreciable impactonour
mass shooting phenomenon,
atleastin the shortrun. As for
confiscation of legally-owned
firearms, that isn’t going
to happen in America, nor
should it.

This is not to suggest,
however, that America has
no alternative but to suffer
an endless series of mass
shootings, leaving thousands
of victims and their families
behind to pick up the pieces
of their shattered lives.

While Americahasalong
history of gun ownership,
it also has a long history
of holding manufacturers
accountable for the inherent
dangers of the products they
sell. The Supreme Court
says the constitution protects
individual gun ownership,
but the constitution gives no
protection, nor should it, to
a gun manufacturer or seller
who profits from the sale of
weapons, ammunition, and
related accessories that are
intentionally advertised for
their capacity to maximize
mayhem.

Other industries have
been held accountable when
they’ve put the public at risk.
We tell power plants they
can’t spew toxic chemicals
into the air, because some
people will be sickened by
it, and we fine them if they
don’t comply. We’ve fined
auto manufacturers billions
of dollars, and regularly have
them initiate costly recalls
when their products prove
unsafe. We sued the cigarette
manufacturers for tens of bil-
lions of dollars to compensate
states for the medical costs

Mass shootings

Time for a victims compensation
fund, paid for by the gun industry

their products inflicted on
society.

It’s time we do the same
thing to those who make mil-
lions in profits off the carnage
in our streets and our schools.
We need to change the incen-
tives in the gun industry, by
making those who cash in
from the bloodshed pay for the
costs they inflict on society,
just as we do in other indus-
tries. Rather than another
push for gun control measures
that ends up stalled out in
Congress, Americans who
are fed up should push for the
creation of an American Gun
Victims Compensation Fund,
paid for by a windfall profits
tax or a similar assessment
on the manufacturers of the
guns, high-powered ammo,
and large capacity clips, that
are routinely used in mass
shootings.

By focusing on compen-
sation for victims, the NRA
and its allies in Congress
can’t continuously wrap
themselves in the flag and
the constitution whenever
the latest massacre prompts a
renewed push for gun control
measures. There is no consti-
tutional right to profit off the
death,injury,and suffering of
others. Focusing on compen-
sation,rather than gun control,
would fundamentally alter
the debate.

Such a tax should be
levied directly on the profits
of those manufacturers who
make the exact weapons that
are used in mass murder and
the proceeds should be used
to pay for the medical costs,
pain and suffering, and com-
pensation to family members
of victims as well.

That’s not only the right
thing to do for victims, it
would likely prompt these
companies to stop selling the
types of guns,ammunition and
accessories,thathave become
the preferred tools of killers.
It could very well prompt the
manufacturers to take steps
on their own to ensure that
these weapons aren’t made
accessible to dangerous indi-
viduals. They could do that if
they truly wanted to address
the problem, rather than profit
from it.

We don’t have to ban
these weapons to make mean-
ingful progress on this issue.
But we do need to hold the
merchants of death account-
able, by making the destruc-
tion wrought by the products
they sell alot more expensive.
The gun industry makes mil-
lions off the bloodletting. It’s
time it starts costing them,
instead.
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Letters from Readers

Settlement with 3M
may be precedent
for sulfide mines

The state of Minnesota just
settled with the 3M Corporation
for $850 million over alleged
contamination of ground and
surface waters in the east Metro
area. Both sides claimed victory,
largely for having avoided a
lengthy court proceeding. It’s
worth noting that the state was
seeking $5 billion dollars in
damages; so, bottom line: the
taxpayers settled for 17 percent.
Whatever the details of that par-
ticular case, you have to wonder
what precedent it may setregard-
ing monetary compensation for
industrial pollution. When it
comes to the inevitable damage
that would be done by sulfide
mining in NE Minnesota, is 17
percent going to be the going
rate, with taxpayers picking up
the remaining 83 percent?

Peter M. Leschak

Side Lake

We pray for Ely to
be a place where
all are welcome

As faith leaders in Ely, we
are deeply disturbed to learn
that Ku-Klux-Klan propaganda
is being distributed within the
Arrowhead Region, includ-
ing our city. We believe it is
imperative that all leadership
— civic, corporate, and eccle-
siastical — immediately and
vehemently reject all forms of
hatred, bigotry, and racism as
soon as they are encountered in
ourcommunity. We alsobelieve
thatremaining silent only serves
to embolden these hate groups
to continue spewing their mali-
cious and divisive message
throughout our community.

Racism and white suprema-
cy are the opposite of what God
intends for humanity. Racism

whispers a lie about our neigh-
bors and friends. It tries to say
that some of us are less valuable
than others. This is a stark con-
tradiction to the Word of God
and the message of Jesus Christ.

To this end we pray for our
community both individually
and collectively. We pray for
the vibrant light of Jesus Christ
to pierce through the darkness
of racism and white suprema-
cy. We pray that the hardened
hearts in our region would be
softened, and we pray that the
city of Ely will stand as a place
where everyone feels welcome
and valued as equals.

We commit to challenging
the lies of white supremacy and
disrupting the message of racism
wherever we find it, not only in
prayer but in our actions and in
our words. Today we proclaim
the truth that our racial and
ethnic differences are a gift and
an asset to our community and
that everyone is a beloved child
of God.
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Rev. Mary Groeninger

Pastor Burnie Stahl
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Ely

Thanks for letting
us know about the
Frontier probe

Thank you for writing this
article about this investigation.
We live in Garrison, Minn., and
have had the worst customer
service from Frontier in the last

Absolutely don’t make your hed...

My husband, Bill and I
celebrated our first wedding
anniversaryonFeb.13.Isn’t
that our paper anniversary?
It is, because I googled it
to find out. So next year is
our cotton or second anni-
versary that I will probably
celebrate the same way as
our first, snowmobiling! T
said it was “better than a
shrimp dinner,” to be out
on the sleds. With our busy
schedules I am amazed we

A
SCARLET LYNN

STONE

find the time and energy.
Adding a wee bit of

move from Ely, painting the
new house, and learning to
be Innkeepers at Soudan’s
Vermilion Park Inn. We
began the Innkeeper train-
ing process in summer for
a mid-October takeover.
There was a big rush of
guests the first weekend we
were in charge, and I didn’t
“stroke out”...followed by
frustrating moments learn-
ing the reservation system,
winterizing, then decorating
for the holidays. The Inn at
Christmas was beautiful.
friction to the months of our first year of December parties arrived, with a cater-

marriage were my gallbladder ordeal,the  ered Welsh dinner and theatrical reading

of “A Child’s Christmas In Wales”. We
hosted an evening reading for poets which
featuring my brother Paul and a poem he
had published in the Atrlanta Review. In
early January,we held an Open House for
our neighbors, the residents of Soudan.
Now we are knee deep in snowmobile
season, without a doubt! Last weekend
brought an interesting assortment of
guests to the Inn: southern snowmobilers
seeking trails with snow-cover rather than
dirt, elderly Texans exploring winter,
old friends meeting and staying at the
Inn, and two grateful women with a dog
who needed a place to hold up during the
heavy snowstorm that swirled through.
The snowbound friends plugged in
their crock-pot with the vegetarian carrot

four years, and have learned
that they can treat people like
this because we have no other
choice for the web and bundle
services. We have had their
own employees tell us that the
company doesn’t hire enough
field people and they work such
long hours and the service takes
so long when you call up to find
out about billing or bad service,
we have been told to hold on for
a minute, and they hang up and
don’t call you back.

We appreciate the info on
how we can report our experi-
ences to the proper place, and
please try to let as many people
know about this.

We came upon your article
by accident. We will spread
the word.

Nancy and Bob Fiebelkorn

Garrison

Where the
North Country
Sounds Off!

We want
your letters!

The Timberjay
encourages letters to the
editor. You can submit
letters by mail at PO Box
636, Tower, MN 55790,
or email letters to mar-
shall@timberjay. com.

We ask that letters
be limited to 300 words.

Letters are subject
to editing, primarily for
length and clarity.

Letters are a great
way to offer your input to
the Timberjay’s editorial
page. We want to know
what you think!

stew they made at a lake cabin they had
stayed at in Ely, and invited all of us to
eat! Hospitality reigns supreme at the Inn.
There’s always coffee being brewed and
food being brought in for sharing at the
large wood kitchen table.

Saturday morning, our guests from
Texas, the Martins, were headed out to
snowmobile on rented machines. Mrs.
Martin was getting her day planned and
found me cleaning aroomnear the kitchen
and asked me sweetly with wide-open
brown eyes, “I have never stayed at a bed
and breakfast before,so do I have to make
my bed?” With greatenjoyment I replied,

See BED...pg. 5
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State’s OSHA investigating Greenwood’s FD hiring

by JODI SUMMIT

Tower-Soudan Editor

GREENWOOD TWP- A
decision by the Town Board here
last December has embroiled
the township in another inves-
tigation by the state’s division
of OSHA.

Jeff Maus, who state offi-
cials had earlier designated as a
whistleblower, subject to legal
protection, filed a second com-
plaint with the agency follow-
ing the board’s hiring of Mike
Indihar as Assistant Fire Chief
late last year. Maus had sought
the position as well,and believes
that the hiring decision was based
on retaliatory motives.

Employees who have made
complaints to OSHA on work-
place safety issues are protected,
under both federal and state law,
from discrimination in hiring or
promotions, and other work-re-
lated employment issues. The
township previously settled an
OSHA complaint with Maus,
after Maus, who had raised
concerns about safety issues
in the fire department, had his
captain’s position eliminated

without notice. Maus retained
his position as a firefighter and
EMR after the settlement.

Maus said he filed his latest
complaint with OSHA shortly
after the township’s Dec. 12
meeting, noting that such com-
plaints must be filed within a
30-day period. Maus said he
filled out additional paperwork,
and then OSHA forwarded ques-
tions to the township.

“I was pretty much told to
keep my mouth shut,” he said,
noting he had not discussed the
issue with others in the township.

“I am not suing the town-
ship,” Maus said. “OSHA is
investigating my claim of retal-
iation.” Any action against the
township would be from OSHA,
as in the previous case he filed.

Maus said his complaint
is not asserting that he is more
qualified for the position than the
person hired, but he is question-
ing the process for the hiring, and
whether or not his past history
of questioning fire department
policies and safety procedures
led to the decision.

Township Chair John
Bassing said that only town-
ship elected officials had been

notified of the OSHA inquiry,
and they had been told by the
township attorney not to discuss
the issue. Bassing said he had no
ideahow atownshipresidenthad
found out about the matter, which
was the subject of a recent letter
to the editor in the Tower News.

The fire department had
posted the assistant chief posi-
tion internally, as is department
policy, and two firefighters
applied— Maus and Indihar.

The board took up the
hiring in November. Fire Chief
Dave Fazio was absent, but fire
department member Howard
Ankrum told the board that the
department had approved the
hiring of Indihar.

At December’s meeting,
Chairman Bassing said he had
made repeated requests to Fazio
for a copy of Indihar’s appli-
cation, but had only received
it just prior to the meeting via
the town clerk. The township
had already received a copy of
Maus’s application.

Bassing questioned whether
Indihar was qualified for the
position, because township
policy requires a six-month train-
ing period before an employee is
considered hired. Indihar was a

long-time department member,
buthad retired over six years ago,
and had just recently re-joined
the department.

Bassing noted that Indihar
had never held a leadership
position in the department, but
that Maus had served in leader-
ship roles, as well as completed
three of the four fire department
leadership component trainings
at Camp Ripley.

Maus has been an active
member of the department for
11 years, and his application
came with recommendations
from Steven Flaherty, Executive
Director of the MN Board
of Firefighter Training and
Education, as well as from
fire chiefs from Virginia and
Hibbing.

However, a motion by
Bassing to hire Maus for the posi-
tion quickly ran into opposition.

Supervisor Mike Ralston
noted the chief has the right to
appoint members to leadership
positions, with town board
approval. Fazio told the board
he had recommended Indihar
because of his long-time back-
ground with the department.

Supervisor Larry Tahija
also supported Indihar, noting

his active participation in the
department in the past.

Supervisor Paul Skubic
noted the board had previously
hired Fazio to run the depart-
ment, and “I feel we have to go
with his recommendation.”

Bassing said there was a lot
of difference in qualifications
between the two candidates.
But Skubic said that Indihar’s
26 years of experience “speaks
for itself.”

The motion to hire Maus
failed 4-1, with only Bassing
voting in support.

A motion by Supervisor
Carmen DeLuca to hire Indihar
passed4-1,with Bassing against.

“I think Mr. Skubic stated it
right,” said DeLuca. “The chief
has to work with the people.
He feels he can work with Mr.
Indihar and not Mr. Maus.”

The township will now be
inthe position of defending their
hiring decision to OSHA. Since
the case would be considered as
a type of litigation, the board is
allowed to act in private with
their attorney, and any nego-
tiations done by the township
might not be made public until
the board needs to take formal
action.

BED...Continued from page 4

“No,you absolutely donot
have to make it, that’s your
space and youdo whatever
pleases you because you
are on vacation!” She was
relieved to hear that and
robustly headed to dress
for outdoor adventure.
Alsostaying atthe Inn
was a family with two teen
daughters. The parents
were in one room and
the daughters reluctantly
decided they could tolerate
one another for a couple of
nights while sharing a sep-
arate room down the hall
from their folks. The folks
seemed to enjoy their space
and demonstrated they
were in fun spirits with a
prank they involved me in.
They were expecting the
arrival of two male friends
who were enroute on sleds
from Two Harbors. The
expected friends alsohad a
roomreserved atthe Inn...
so they thought. Moments
beforethetravelersarrived,
the mischievous couple
handed me a ten dollar
tip to participate in a bit
of “Tom Foolery.” When
the two traveling friends

ORR...Continued from page 2

take ownership for a cost
of one dollar. The tables,
chairs, kitchen equipment,
coolers, freezers, bar and
bar stools are included in
the transfer. The Legion
will continue to hold
monthly meetings as long
asthe charteris active,and
hold its 52 Club fundraiser
in the building at no cost.
Memorabilia and other
items will be allowed to
remain in the building or in
the building storage. The
Legion also agreed to be

MICHELLE LEE...cContinued from page 3

Joe Radinovich,and she is
the first DFL candidate to
acknowledge definitively
that she would oppose the
opening of copper-nickel
mines in the region.

Lee said other candi-
dates have tried to “thread
the needle” on the issue,
but she won’t do that. “It
is essential that we sepa-

RADINOVICH...cContinued from page 3

three days later.
Radinovichservedone
term as state representative
from the Crosby area. He
has also worked for the
IRRRB,managed Nolan’s
previous re-election effort,
and most recently has

entered through the front
door, all dressed in gear
and looking completely
worn out, I gingerly told
them I didn’t have a room
as previously stated,due to
a glitch in our reservation
system. However, I apolo-
getically said Imay have a
room in the basement next
to the old morgue. (The
entire Inn was a hospital
in its former life.)

All T could see during
this tall tale I was spinning
were two increasingly
aggravated heads, still
with helmets on, staring at
me with blackening eyes
under bushy eyebrows.
Soon I sensed it had gone
far enough, so I quickly
reached into my pocket
and pulled out the ten
dollar tip, and waved it as
Iconfessed, “Your friends
say hello, they are here and
paid me to do this AND I
am SO sorry!” We all had
a good laugh.

The previous weekend
we had a group of seven
Canadian men venture
down by snowmobile from
Winnipeg. Since they did

not have vehicles, they
asked me if I could drive
them to Tower for drinks
and dinner and then pick
them up. I enlisted Bill to
assist with his Suburban,
because I couldn’t fit them
all in a single Jeep load.
In keeping with my flam-
boyant, slightly theatrical
nature, I was prompted
to dress the part. I wore
a long black blazer, black
slacks, my white pleated
shirt, red plaid bow tie,
a black velvet feathered
hat and a killer pair of
red plaid, Doc Martens,
Mary-Jane-style-shoes.....
with black leather-stud
covered toes and heels.
They screamed,”Rob Roy,
I’ll hunt you down!” 1
added white gloves, too!
I played the part and
earned a thirty dollar tip,
while providing myself a
mini-theatrical production
that a gal such as me fuels
herself with. After leaving
the theater scene in Ely,
you didn’t really think I"d
hang it up did you?
Between checking in
guests, grocery shopping

and ironing or mangling
sheets at the Inn, plus my
work at the Timberjay, 1
have concluded I am too
busy, however....... I’ve
actually had some time to
get out on my own snow-
mobile. Inthe fallof 20151
bought a used 2000 Arctic
Catin Babbitt,a 2-up rider
and so comfortable. I’ve
really enjoyed seeing the
woods and lakes from
new perspectives. Some
may say snowmobiles are
too noisy....but I figure
you’ll get noise with fast
transportation. I used to
cross country ski for years
and don’t any longer as
a result of a knee injury.
Truthfully I just like the
thrill of driving that sled.

Bill and Irode into the
Lake Vermilion Park east
of Soudan last weekend,on
the trail that is for bicycles
inseason. Werode pastold
mining gorges, plenty of
pine forests on the hilly,
curvy trail that seemed to
head mainly downhill to
Armstrong Bay on Lake
Vermilion. I was glad not
to be pumping uphill on a

bike. I was thrilled to see
what was around the next
corner as it was all a new
surprise. I let Bill take his
turn at driving by the time
we moved out from the
woods onto the lake. I sat
back and studied the rocky
shoreline and the islands; it
was my first viewing and I
was thinking how much the
eastend of Lake Vermilion
resembles Burntside Lake.

I had spent summers
as a kid on the west end
of the lake and would still
know how to navigate
over there, but this east
end is a big challenge
that I am enjoying. When
summer arrives we plan
to have our pontoon boat
out to explore, so this is
a good start. Bouncing
along toward Tower, I
considered all the vacated
lake places with dark-
ened forlorn windows that
reflected the orange setting
sun. Docks lifted toward
the sky, on hold, through
many frozen nights before
they feel warm sun and are
adorned with lawn chairs
and colorful beach towels

again. We continued
buzzing across theice and ]
thoughtabout construction
costs involved in some of
the mammoth homes, the
lovely interiors they must
have, the bathrooms, the
vacuuming, the taxes!
Then I spotted a mod-
est-sized cabin with its old,
many-paned windows,
funky shingle siding in
gray and red, and I smiled
because to me that is what
acabinonalake was when
I was young and what I
prefer even now.

Before we know it
snowmobiling season will
be over and I'll be drifting
onabreeze,avoiding rocks
with my pontoon boat on
Vermilion’s east end. Bill
and I will be easing out
of the Inn as the summer
managers return from win-
tering in Arizona, which
will give us more time to
put in some gardens and
work on the exterior of
our house in the cotton
year of our marriage. Until
next time, enjoy your life
and keep your eyes on the
trail ahead!

responsible for the 2018
real estate taxes.
Councilors also
reviewed a request from
Rosie Hoffer for reim-
bursement for property
damage. In the claim,
Hoffer reported that she
was driving in the alley
behind Patten’s Café and
one of her tires slid into
a hole. She is requesting
that the city compensate
her for some of the damage
done. “We’re not liable
for something like this, I

rate copper-nickel mining
from taconite mining,”
she said. “Based on sci-
entific evidence and the
history of similar mines
I am not convinced that
this new-to-Minnesota
mining can be done safely
without threatening our
fresh water, which is our
most important strategic

served as Chief of Staff
for Minneapolis Mayor
Jacob Frey.

But Radinovich
stressed his CuyunaRange
connections inannouncing
his bid. “Northeastern
Minnesota is who I am,

don’t think,” said Mayor
Astleford. Clerk Cheri
Carter told the council that
the requesthas been turned
over to the insurance
agent, Todd McGillivray
of Otis-Magie, who is
investigating the claim,
and will advise the city
on the results. He noted
that municipalities are
granted immunity from
liability claims in certain
situations.

Department reports
Paul Koch reported

that the bio-solid permit
has expired at Shermers,
and would like to get an
application area set up on
the far side of the airport.
Koch reported he would
look into permitting or
issues with the state or
FAA.

Dallas Johnsonreport-
ed the Fire Department
has a few new interested
people. He told the council
he would like to send new
members to an upcoming
summer Firefighter I & II

class this summer.

Jim Gray reported the
Ambulance is seeking to
utilize the back room at the
old city hall for those who
would like to be involved
with the ambulance but
live too far away. The
room would allow for
responders to come and
do stand-by.

In other action, the
council:

> Heard from Mayor
Astleford on the problem
of people feeding deer in

the city, which has become
a public safety hazard for
drivers.

> Approved training
and travel requests for the
ambulance and city main-
tenance supervisor.

> Approved an ambu-
lance request for pur-
chase of a stair chair for
$5,584.13

> Approved a request
from the Fire Dept for
purchase of a transformer
piercing nozzle for $715.

reserve.”

Lee said the two types
of mining are much dif-
ferent, but have gotten
lumped together in many
people’s minds. “And
that’s not fair,” she said.
“We shouldn’t have to
choose between being an
environmentalist or being
a miner.”

At the same time, Lee
said sheis a strong support-
er of taconite mining and
would work to grow the
industry and create new
opportunities in the sector.

Since leaving broad-
casting, Lee has been a
frequent online contribu-
tor,sharing her opinions on
social media and her per-

sonal blog. “Tintend to put
action behind my words,”
she said. “I believe I have
proven I am someone
people can trust to tell the
truth. There is so much
at stake. I believe we can
solve our problems togeth-
er,forging afuture that sets
divisive politics aside with
solutions that will benefit

us all.”

Lee and her husband
Gary Kovanen have been
married for 36 years. The
couple resides in Moose
Lake. They have one son.
Fred, who is married and
lives in Duluth.

where I’m from, and what
I’ll always fight for. I've
spent my life fighting for
working families, whether
it be organizing for
workers’ rights, promot-
ing economic investment
in northeastern Minnesota,

or proudly representing
Aitkin and Crow Wing
counties in Saint Paul.I’'m
no stranger to hardship and
I will always stand up for
what’s right.”

He said he’d fight to
expand opportunity for

kids in rural Minnesota, to
ensure that working people
have opportunities in a
changing economy,as well
as harnessing the region’s
natural resources.
Radinovich calls
himself “a fourth-genera-

tion Cuyuna Iron Ranger,
born into a blue-collar
family of electricians,
plumbers, miners, and
nurses, who lives in
Crosby-Ironton with his
dog, Dakota.”
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Movie Night set for Sunday, Feh. 25

at 6 p.m. at St. James

TOWER- St. James Presbyterian Church in
Tower is hosting a free movie night on Sunday, Feb.
25 at 6 p.m. The movie this month is “Jimmy.” Ian
Colletti delivers the performance of a lifetime in this
heartfelt drama based on the best-selling novel by
Robert Whitlow. Colletti stars as Jimmy Mitchell, a
young man whose world is a place where a boy can
be a man, even if he’s “special.” w*“Jimmy” is an
extraordinary tale about growing up in the midst of
real struggle. Movie night was rescheduled from last
Sunday because of the snowy weather.

Monthly Grief Support Group meets in

Tower on Thursday, March 1

TOWER- The new monthly Grief Support Group
meets the first Thursday of each month from 2 — 4
p.m. at Immanuel Lutheran Church in Tower. The
next meeting is Thursday, March 1. This group was
just started in February. There is no cost for this
group. Anyone who wishes to attend is welcome to
join the group at any time. It is open to anyone in our
area who has experienced the death of a loved one.

The March 1 Grief Education and Support Group
topic will be “Common Symptoms and Feelings of
Grief.”

Experiencing the death of a loved one can be a
very difficult experience. Learning about the grief
process and having support from others can help a
great deal.

Please consider reserving your spot to participate
in this monthly grief education and support group.
This education and support group will be an open
group that will meet one time per month.

Sponsored by Essentia Health St. Mary’s East
Range Hospice.

Please call East Range Hospice at 218-749-7975
or 1-877-851-2213 to register. Registration is recom-
mended but not required.

Learn ahout our native trees and tree

care during two weekend classes

SOUDAN- Planting and caring for native trees
benefits our wildlife, pollinators, soil, and water. If
you are planning to plant trees this spring, this is the
class for you. Beth Kleinke, a District Forester from
the St. Louis County Soil, Water and Conservation
District will present information on the right tree for
the right location, how to care for your trees, how
to make them grow, and how to watch out for pests
and diseases. The class will also profile several
unique northern Minnesota trees for your front lawn,
swamps, and river banks. Two classes are offered:
Saturdays, Feb. 24 or March 17 from 9 -10:30 a.m.
at the Soudan Fire Hall. You must pre-register. For
registration and more information please call or text
Leone Graf at 218-343-3744 or email camplake@
earthlink .net.

Jared Poderzay named to St. Cloud

State Dean’s List

ST. CLOUD- Jared Poderzay, of Soudan, has
been named to the Fall Semester Dean’s List at St.
Cloud State University. He is a student in the School
of Health and Human Services, majoring in Health
and Physical Education.To be eligible for the honor,
students must have a grade point average of 3.75 or
higher on a 4.0 scale.

St. Cloud State University is Minnesota’s sec-
ond-largest university, with nearly 15,000 students
from 90 different nations.

Area students named to Fall 2017

Dean’s List at Bemidji State University

BEMIDIJI —Austin Hujanen, of Tower, Abrianna
Mellesmoen, of Embarrass, and Nikki Shaw, of Em-
barrass, all earned Dean’s List honors from Bemidji
State University, at the conclusion of the Fall 2017
term.

To be eligible for the Dean’s List, BSU students
must be enrolled for at least 12 credits and earn a 3.5
GPA during the semester. Bemidji State University,
located in northern Minnesota’s lake district, occupies
a wooded campus along the shore of Lake Bemidji.

RE-ELECT JOHN BASSING
GREENWOOD
TOWNSHIP SUPERVISOR
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LOCAL HISTORY

Tower-Soudan Historical Society: 2018 dues
provide funding for upcoming projects

TOWER- The Tower-Sou-
dan Historical Society is currently
updating membership records for
2018. Annual dues are $10 for
an individual and $20 for a fam-
ily. Membership dues provide
steady funding for projects and
programs year-round. Members
also receive 10-percent off in the
depot gift shop (open Memorial
Day through Sept.). New and re-
newing members should mail their
dues payment to TSHS, PO Box
465, Tower MN 55790. Please
include member’s name, mailing
address, phone and email.

A few projects in progress in-
clude life stories/oral histories of
local residents, adding a model
train display in the depot muse-
um, and restoring the historic fire
hall. A major accomplishment is
the TSHS Cemetery-on-Line pro-

INVOLVEMENT TAXES
3

¥

¥ ¥y

LED GREENWOOD

gram. Volunteers Jayne Sundeen
and Karen Officer have spent
countless hours setting up and en-
tering data for cemetery-on-line
access to locate burial sites at
Lakeview Cemetery. You can
reach this information by clicking
“Cemetery Records” on the TSHS
website, www.towersoudanhs.org.
This brings you to a burial infor-
mation search page where you can
enter the first few letters of a per-
son’s last name and press “search”
to bring up a comprehensive list of
burials with last names beginning
with those letters. Basic infor-
mation includes birth year, death
date, burial date, cemetery, and
location; newer entries will show
street name as well as burial site
numbers.

Please bookmark the web-
site, www.towersoudanhs.org, and

ST. MARTIN’S YOUTH

St. Martin’s Youth
“Souper Bowl” a
real winner

This year’s Souper Bowl of Caring at St.
Martin’s Catholic Church raised a record
$1,724 for the Tower Area Food Shelf. The
annual booyah fundraiser, put on by the
church’s youth, raised $400 more than its
previous all-time high. Youth group volunteer
Bergetta Indihar said 13 youth volunteered
for the event, chopping, cooking, and then
serving and cleaning up.

L3 £

we received.”

photos by J. Summit

Odin Picard played with his spoon

while waiting for his booyah.

check it out regularly for up-
dates. The TSHS Board would
appreciate suggestions from the
community on what would be
meaningful. There is already a
wealth of information on the web-
site; you may find something near
and dear to you that you would like
to become involved with.

The 2018 TSHS Board con-
sists of President Doug Workman,
Vice-President Nancy Larson,
Secretary Linda Folstad, Treasur-
er Diane Meehan, Cookie Boni-
catto, Barb Burgess, Corrine Hill,
Pauly Housenga, Desirae Larson,
and Mary Shedd. The next Board
meeting will be Wednesday, March
14 at 10 a.m. at Sulu’s. Interested
members are welcome to attend.

“The kids felt really validated for the work
they did for the food shelf,” she said. “We
were all amazed at the generous donations

e

Youth served up bowls of the tasty soup, along with bread and dessert, to the long line of
attendees at this year’s fundraiser.

CookVFW

Open Daily at Noon
CLOSED on TUESDAYS

Happy Hour
Daily 4-6 p.m.
All Beer & Drinks

Timberjay

The

Senior Bingo in Tower on
Monday, March 5

TOWER- Senior

served starting at 11:45

classified
ads reach

Bingo will be held in
Tower on Monday,
March 5 at the Tower
Civic Center from 11:45
a.m.—3 p.m. There is a

a.m., and bingo begins at
12:45 p.m.

Bingo is cancelled
if school is closed due to
winter weather. Call Jodi

¢ RETURNING PLANNING AND
ZONING TO THE COUNTY

Yr ADOPTING STANDARD OPERATING
GUIDELINES, PAID ON-CALL,
PERSONEL POLICIES, AND JOB
DESCRIPTIONS

¢ VOLUNTEERED AS 911
COORDINATOR SAVING OVER
$10,000

»
TOWNSHIP IN:
* STOPPING THE ANNEXATION BY
THE COQK HOSPITAL DISTRICT
* *

»

<

-

readers
of all three

editions
every week.

Call 753-2950
to place

Summit at 218-753-2950
with any questions.

$10 charge for the bingo
party, which includes
lunch. All ages are wel-
come to attend this com-
munity event. Lunch is

Bar Menu & Pizza
Available

Event Rentals
Welcome
218-780-6709

Pull-Tabs Sold Daily
Lic. 00390

Sunday FREE Pool

ELECT
Byron Beihofter

Thursday Bingo
Early Bird 6 p.m.
Progressive Prizes

Greenwood Supervisor
Friday 4:30-7 p.m.

DON'T GET MAD, VOTE!
yjours now! | .
Take-Out 666-0500 Paid for by the candidate on his own behalf
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TOWNSHIP ELECTIONS

Local township elections drawing

wide range of candidates

by JODI SUMMIT

Tower-Soudan Editor

REGIONAL- Township elec-
tions in Breitung, Greenwood, and
Vermilion Lake will be held on
Tuesday, March 13. For the first
time in many years, there are com-
petitive races in each of these area
townships. As for any election,
new residents can register to vote
on election day at their town hall.

Two vie for supervisors
seat in Breitung

Incumbent supervisor Chuck
Tekautz is hoping to retain his seat
on the Breitung Town Board, but
newcomer Gavin Bialke is chal-
lenging Tekautz for the three-year
term.

“I like the position and enjoy
working with the people,” said
Tekautz.

Being retired gives Tekautz
the flexibility to help oversee
township projects. “Any job that
needs to be done for the township,
[ keep my eye on it.”

Tekautz hopes that voters
would look at the town board’s ef-
forts to keep township spending as
low as possible.

“We’ve been doing really well
over the last ten years,” he said.
Tekautz also has concerns about
the township’s joint water and
sewer system with the city of Tow-
er.

“If Tower does a lot of major
construction, they will need more
sewer capacity,” he said. “And
where will that come from?

Gavin Bialke would be a new-
comer to township politics, though
he has volunteered his time orga-
nizing the annual Hockey Day in
Soudan the past five years. Bialke
grew up in Soudan, and now he
and his wife Ashlee are raising
their daughter Gaia in Gavin’s
hometown.

“I know I am inexperienced,”
he said. “But I am enthusiastic.”

“This is where I grew up,” he
said. “I love that I know almost ev-
erybody.”

Bialke said he wants his
daughter to have a similar experi-
ence. He also feels it is important
to live in an area that is close to the
woods and lakes.

“The outdoors is a part of your
life,” he said. “And you learn im-
portant values from small town
life.”

Bialke said he wants to make
Soudan an area where young fam-
ilies want to live. He thinks the
township’s support of youth rec-
reation is important, and hopes to
help guide the township to make
sensible decisions about its spend-
ing on recreation.

“This is really what led me to
run,” he said.

Other issues on his radar are
keeping taxes as low as possible,
making sure street repairs are
made as needed, and working to
build the relationship with neigh-
boring Tower.

“I will have a new way of
looking at things,” he said.

Bialke works for MidCon-
tinent, and is based in the Tow-
er-Soudan area about half the time.
He said he will be able to be flex-
ible if needed during the workday
and his workday ends at 5 p.m. His
technical background would be a
bonus. He has a lot of experience
with both computers and the inter-
net.

“One of my strongest skills is
being able to explain technology
to people in a way they can under-
stand,” he said.

Incumbent Breitung Clerk
Valeda (Polly) McDonald is run-
ning unopposed.

Byron Behoffer

Four on the ballot for
two supervisor seats in
Greenwood

With three open seats and two
candidates vying for each spot,
polls in Greenwood are apt to be
busy on election day.

In addition to the competition
for the open supervisor seats, in-
cumbent clerk Sue Drobac is being
challenged by Belinda Fazio (see
story in next week’s paper).

In a rather unusual situation,
two incumbents, John Bassing and
Larry Tahija, are running for one
three-year term for the seat cur-
rently held by Tahija, while two
others are running for the three-
year term for the seat currently
held by Bassing.

“Originally I was not sure
I wanted to run,” said Bassing,
who has served as the town board
chair for the last 20 months. “Rick
Stoehr wanted to run and I told him
to run for my seat,” Bassing said.
Former supervisor Byron Beihof-
fer also filed for that seat.

But then Bassing decided he
still wanted a seat at the table, and
filed for the seat currently held by
Tahija.

“It’s nothing personal,” he
said.

Bassing versus Tahija

Bassing noted that the town
board has accomplished much
over the past few years, establish-
ing personnel policies, and updat-
ing fire department policies and
job descriptions.

“Now we just have to adhere
to them,” Bassing said.

Bassing’s main goal is to keep
township spending in line, and to
keep the levy as low as possible.
He is happy with the level of vol-
unteer commitment of many town-
ship residents.

“It brings the community to-
gether,” he said.

Another big issue, he not-
ed, was the effort of the Cook-
Orr Healthcare District to annex
Greenwood Township into the
hospital’s special taxing district,
something that the vast majority of
township residents were opposed
to.

“For now we have stalled the
district’s effort to hostilely annex,
but should the issue arise again,
you can count on me to aggres-
sively work against an annexation
without affording us a change to
vote on the issue,” he said.

Bassing said he also wants to
continue efforts to conduct town-
ship business in an open fashion,

“It is the public’s right to know
how their tax dollars are spent in
an open and transparent fashion,”
he said.

Larry Tahija, who was elected
a year ago to fill a one-year open-
ing on the board, said he would
like the chance to serve at least one
more term.

Tahija has lived in the town-
ship over 45 years, and served in
the fire department for over 25

ary Tahija

John Bassing

years. A retired electrician, he has
often volunteered his expertise on
township projects.

Tahija is also a longtime mem-
ber of the Penguins Snowmobile
Club, and would like to make sure
the club’s efforts to build a new
maintenance building continue to
move forward with the township’s
help in acquiring tax-forfeit land
from St. Louis County.

“I’'ve been here since day
one,” he said. “I was one of the
group that helped organize the
township and the fire department.”

Beihoffer versus Stoehr

Byron Beihoffer is a familiar
face in the township, having lived
here since 1974.

“My goal is to make Green-
wood Township a place where
you are proud to say you live,” he
said. “I will always welcome your
thoughts and input on township is-
sues.

Beihoffer is a frequent visitor
at town board meetings, and has
volunteered on many committees
over the years.

“If elected I will continue to
work for the residents,” he said.

Robert “Rick” Stoehr is a
Navy veteran and retired steel-
worker who moved his family to
the township in 1995 from their
longtime home in Gilbert.

“I’ve made it a point to attend
as many town board meetings as I
can in the past two years,” he said.
“I fear we are slowly returning to
some of the practices that led us
down that slippery slope,” refer-
ring to the township’s past con-
troversies with its planning and
zoning, property tax assessing, and
fire department causing township
legal fees to skyrocket.

He noted the town board is still
not always listening to advice from
their attorney and the Minnesota
Association of Townships, citing
the example of the board granting
spending authority to one super-
visor. He also noted that there are
still issues arising about following
the open meeting law.

Stoehr said he would like to
see the board require its members
to attend the MAT short course
training, and attend training on the
open meeting law.

He would also like to see the
board hire, on an as-needed basis,
professionals to do maintenance
on the township building and
equipment.

He also is happy to see the
work of area volunteers, and hopes
they will continue to assist on
township projects.

“We’ve seen the results of
carelessly-made decisions and the
loss of our “errors and omissions”
insurance,” he said. “The board
has ample resources available to
them to make educated decisions
and prevent this and other kinds of
problems from occurring.”

Watch for stories about the
Greenwood clerk’s race and
Vermilion Lake’s supervisor
race in next week’s paper.

Subscribe Today ¢ Call (218) 793-2950

AEOA Senior

Dining Menu
TOWER-  Vermil-
ion Country School and
AEOA sponsor a senior
dining site at the char-
ter school in Tower. All
meals include salad bar,
fruit, choice of beverage
and dessert.
Reservations are ap-
preciated the day before,
or morning of, but walk-
ins are always welcome.
Take-outs available. Se-
niors age 60 and older
who have registered for
the program and their
partners qualify for spe-
cial pricing of $4 per
meal, but all ages are
welcome at the regular
rate of $5.75. There are
no income guidelines.
Meals are served
from 12:30 — 1 p.m. on
days when the char-
ter school is open. Call
the school at 218-753-
1246 ext. 1003 for res-
ervations, or call AEOA
at 1-800-662-5711 ext.
7323 for the one-time
registration process.

Week of Feb. 26

Monday- Enchila-
das

Tuesday- BBQ

Riblet Sandwich, Hash-
browns

Wednesday- Ham-
burger Gravy over
Mashed Potatoes, Din-
ner Roll, Green Beans

Thursday- Lasagna
Dinner

Friday- Pizza.

Soudan Canister
Expanded hours year-round
Monday 8a.m.-5p.m.
Wed. 8a.m.-5p.m.
Saturday 8am.-5p.m.
Sunday 8am.-5p.m.

For info: 1-800-450-9278

Monday
TOPS - Immanuel Lutheran
Church, Tower, at 9 a.m.

Embarrass Al-Anon Family
Group- Hope Lutheran
Church, 5088 Hwy. 21,

6 p.m.

Tuesday

Tower Area Food Shelf-
Open on the third Tuesday
of every month from 2:30-
5:30 p.m. Located in the
back of the Timberjay
building on Main Street.
Next food shelf day is
March 20.

Greenwood Fire Dept.-
Meetings on the first
(drill) and third (business
meeting) Tuesday of each
month at 7 p.m.

Breitung Town Board-
1 p.m. on Feb. 27. Note
change from regular
meeting time.

Wednesday

Tower AA- Open Basics-
7 p.m. at St. James
Presbyterian Church.
Questions, call 753-2332.

Thursday

Vermilion Country School
Board- Fourth Thursday
(except near holidays).
Meetings posted online at
vermilioncountry.org.
Next meeting is Thursday,
Feb. 22 at 3:45 p.m. (third
Thursday).

AA Meeting- Lake
Vermilion 12x12 (Open).
6:30 p.m. at Immanuel
Lutheran Church, Tower,
use the rear side door
entrance.

Hwy. 77 Ganister

Winter hours now in effect
Thursday 12 p.m.-5p.m.
Sunday 12 p.m.-5 p.m.
Recycling canisters available
daily at the Greenwood Town
Hall. For info: 1-800-450-9278
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Ely library

Hours: Monday — Friday,
10 a.m.-6 p.m.

Saturdays — 8 a.m. to noon
Closed on Sundays

Phone: 365-5140

Babbitt library

Monday Noon-6 pm
Tuesday Noon-6 pm
Wednesday Noon-6 pm
Thursday Noon-6 pm
Friday Noon-5 pm

Phone: 827-3345

AA - Alcoholics Anonymous

AA - 7 p.m. Mondays, First
Lutheran Church,

915 E. Camp St.

WOMEN’S AA - Noon
Mondays, Ledgerock
Community Church, Ely -

use 15th Street entrance
BABBITT AA- 7 p.m.
Tuesdays, Woodland
Presbyterian Church.

AL-ANON - Sundays 8-9 p.m.
at St. Anthony’s Catholic Church
in Ely. For persons who
encounter alcoholism in a
relative or friend.

BABBITT AL-ANON -
Thursdays, 7 p.m., at Woodland
Presbyterian Church.
CO-DEPENDENTS’ 12-step
support group, noon Fridays, St.
Anthony’s Catholic Church, Ely.
ELY AREA FOOD SHELF - third
Wednesday each month. 15 W.
Conan St..

ADULT BASIC EDUCATION
GED Study materials and pre-
test available. Ely Community
Center Thursday 10 a.m.-4
p.m.; Tower by appointment.
Call 365-3359, 827-3232, or
1-800-662-5711.
CAREGIVER SUPPORT
GROUPS: Babbitt: 3rd
Monday of Month: 6-7:30
p.m. at Carefree Living

Ely: 4th Monday of Month:
10-11:30 a.m. at Ely-
Bloomenson Hospital
Conference Room B

Boathouse Brewpuh marks 10 years

by KEITH VANDERVORT
Ely Editor

ELY -Thiscity’s only
brewpub is celebrating 10
years of brewing success
and community involve-
ment this spring. Back in
2008, the Boathouse
Brewpub and Restaurant
was the only brewpub
north of Duluth.

Ely native Joe Tome
has been general manager
of the establishment for the
past seven years. “The
original owners had aplan
to have their own brewery
and picked Ely to do it,”
Tome said. “We’re lucky
they did.”

Ben Storbeck has been
the Boathouse’s fourth
brewer for the past seven
years. “In 2008 we made
92 barrels of beer, and last
year we made 279 barrels,”
Storbeck said. That works
outtoabout 66,790 gallons.
To make the expanded
brewing capacity possibly,
additional brewing equip-
ment has been added over
the years .

The Boathouse
Brewpub makes as many
as 12 varieties of the golden
nectar, including ales,
lagers, pilsners, stouts,
porters, IPA’s, and other
varieties. “By far,our most
popular beer is the
Blueberry Blonde Ale,”
Storbeck said. “Tourists
will come and request that
specifically and some have
walked out if we didn’t
have it,” Tome added.

With the help of the
Ely City Council, the city
ordinance was modified to
allow expanded sales of
“to-go” beerina‘“growler.”

The state of

Ben Storbeck has been the brewer at the Boathouse Brewpub in Ely for the past seven years.
The Boathouse Brewpub made 279 barrels of beer last year. photo by K. Vandervort

Minnesota also allowed
growlers to be sold on

Sundays, and the city of

Ely went along with that.
However, other beer and
liquor sales on Sundays
remain prohibited around
town.

“The Boathouse is still
here because of the com-
munity support,” Tome
said. ““We put out a good
product. We’re proud of it,
and the community enjoys
it.” The Boathouse is one
of the few restaurants in
town that is open seven
days a week all year long.

The Boathouse
employs 27 year-round
employees with an annual
payroll approaching

$375,000.

The establishment is
committed to helping in a
variety of community
causes. The fourth annual
Great Nordic Beardfest,
part of the annual Ely
Winter Festival, resulted in
donated funds being pre-
sented to the Ely Area
Food Shelf.

“Wehave helpedraise
in excess of $100,000 for
our community,” Tome
said. That is something
we are extremely proud to
be part of.” He listed the
Food Shelf’s Empty Bowl
event,numerous youth ath-
letics programs, suicide
awareness, the Dorothy
Molter Foundation. fund-

raisers for community
members battling cancer
or who have suffered
through a house fire,
fishing contests, the
WolfTrack Classic, and
other community events
they have benefitted.

The Boathouse is cel-
ebrating 10 years of busi-
ness March 2-3 with
“Forty-eight Hours of
Happy Hour.”

“We kick it off Friday
evening with music by
Van and the Free Candies,
coming back to where they
started,” Tome said. Free
pizzas happy hour prices,
“tons of give-aways,” and
other special events round
out the first evening.

The party continues
on Saturday with an all-
day happy hour, more free
pizzas and other free stuff,
specialty beers brewed just
for the anniversary, gift-
card prizes, and of course,
more live music featuring
the Paisley Straps,Jen and
Anj, and the Three-Man
Strings (electrified) Band.

“We thank the com-
munity for our success,and
we’re having a party to cel-
ebrate our 10-year mile-
stone,” Tome said.

For more information
on their celebration, check
out the Boathouse
Facebook page.
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The Great Nordic Beardfest and the Boathouse Bewpub presented a $250 donation to the Ely
Area Food Shelf. Front row, from left, Kristen Williams, Taylor Oakerson, Steve Schon, Chris
Ellerbroek, and back row from left, Joe Tome, Brian Naykki, Shaun Chosa, Heidi Pinkerton, Brett

Ross. submitted photo

Great Nordic Beardfest benefits Ely Area Food Shelf

ELY - The Great
Nordic Beardfest and the
Boathouse Brewpub pre-

Breathing Out

by Cecilia Rolando © 2018

suddenly snow falls
winter again, shovels out

4 a.m. plowing

sented a $250 donation to
the Ely Area Food Shelf.
Money was collected from
jars around town, and that
amount was increased by
further donations from the
Great Nordic Beardfest and
the Boathouse Brewpub.
The Ely Food Shelf is
the beneficiary of efforts
during Beardfest.

The Fourth Annual
Great Nordic Beardfest
saw tremendous growth in
one of the most popular
events of the Ely Winter
Festival. “This year saw a
committee formed for the

SUBSCRIBE

Great Nordic Beardfest, as
well as acommunity social
club, the Black Hat
Society,” said organizer
Shaun Chosa. “The Black
Hat Society will focus on
doing positive action in
the community.”

The GNB also joined
the Adopt-a-Highway
program in St. Louis
County. “Look for our folks
to police the Winton Road
with spring and fall trash
clean ups,” Chosa said.

The Great Nordic
Beardfest looks to expand
with a kids’ event, and a

team-based event aimed
primarily at locals thru a
local tavern crawl.
“Beardfest expansion will
see further integration and
additions to the Ely Winter
Festival,” Chosa added.
New events and other non-
beard activities are also on
the horizon coming from
the Super Mega Beast
Production Co. run by
Chosa.

Find them on
Facebook and online at
greatnordicbeardfest.com.

(218) 753-2950
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Artists, musicians wanted

ELY - The third annual Celebration of Art and
Music is now in the works. Stone Soup Events is looking
for artists, teachers, musicians and anyone wanting to
share their talents. Host an art show or concert, teach
a class, read poetry, sell your wares - the sky is the
limit.

Spend two weeks celebrating the amazing talent
that Ely has to offer. The Celebration will run from
March 23-April 14. Your event may take place any
time within that time period.

There is no cost for you to participate! Stone Soup
Events will advertise and help to coordinate dates, space
and anything else you may need.

Contact elystonesoup@gmail.com or 218-206-
4702 by March 1.

EMPOWER meets Feh. 26

ELY - EMPOWER meets at 5:30 p.m.on Mon day
Feb. 26th at the United States Forest Service building
in Ely.

Peggy York-Jesme, CNP, will be our featured
speaker. She is the chair of the Well Being Development
Board, serving the communities of Babbitt, Ely,
Embarrass, Soudan, Tower, and Winton. She will
update us on Northern Lights Clubhouse and Ely’s
Behavioral Health Network.

The Ely Blue Line Hockey Club hosted the 2018 Pee Wee B District Tournament this year. The
home team took third place and advanced to the Regional Tournament to be held in Sauk Rapids

on March 2-4. submitted photo

ELY COMMUNITY EDUCATION

Dog obedience classes offered this spring

ELY - Ely Community
Education is offering beginning and
advanced dog obedience classes
beginning May 7.

This advanced class works on
improving the dog’s response to
commands, moving the dog and
handler to the next level of skill and
understanding.

In this class, participants will
reinforce learned commands and
learn new commands. Socializing and
controlling the dog while distracted,
voice commands, offleash and other
training will be addressed. Off lead
work is introduced for dogs that are
ready. This is a structured class that
builds teamwork between the dog and
the handler.

This class follows the Beginning
Dog Obedience class but it is also
an excellent class for the dog and

handler that have been away from
training and need to brush up on their
skills.

Dogs must be six months or older
or have instructor approval. Dog
handlers must be at least 12 years
old, no exceptions. Bring proof of
vaccination to firstclass. Dogs must
be vaccinated against rabies and
parvo.

The beginning class meets 6-7
p-m. and the advanced class meets
7-8 p.m. for eight sessions on
Mondays at the Ely High School Ice
Arena, beginning Monday, May 7,
and continuing May 14,May 21,June
4,June 11, June 18, June 25, July 2.
No class on Memorial Day.

The fee is $120 for each class.

Instructor Paula McKenzie has
spent a good portion of her life
working with dogs. She has acquired

a vast amount of experience in all
aspects of a dog’s life, from years of
hands-on work with dogs of all sizes,
shapes and breeds.

In addition to teaching Ely
Community Education Dog
Obedience Classes, she trains and
works with certified therapy dogs,
and helps teach reading skills through
the Reading to Rover Program.

McKenzie breeds English Labs
and Brittany Spaniels, and trains
dogs in everything from basic dog
obedience to agility training and
hunting. She has participated in dog
shows and has several champions.
She owns Kramer Kennel providing
grooming and overnight board-
ing. She lives and works out of
Kramer Bay in Babbitt.

Softball, baseball skills developmental camp starts Sunday

Tuesday Group schedule
Feb. 27 — Shannon Barber-Meyer — Wolf and
Deer Research Project

ELY - The Ely
Community Education
Softball and Baseball Skills
Development Camp begins
Sunday, Feb. 25 and will
meet once a week for two
hours through April 8. The
Skills Development Camp
isdesigned to increase both
the mental and physical
skills of baseball/softball
players.

Each weekly session
will focus on a different
developmental skill. Camp
session instruction is
designed to keep partici-

Ely Free Clinic

open Mondays

ELY - The Ely
Community Health Center
is Ely’s Free Cinic. They
are open every Monday
evening from 5:30-7 p.m.
in the lower level of the
Frandsen Bank building on
Ist Ave. in downtown Ely.

They are available to
see anyone who does not
have health insurance. They
are also available foranyone
who has health insurance
but has unaffordable co-
pays ordeductibles (under-
insured).

For more information,
call 218-365-5678.

Subscribe to the
TIMBERJAY!
Call
218-753-2950

pants engaged in learning
and improving skills: rein-
forcement of skills; lec-
tures,demonstrations, and
videoreview of new skills;
hands on work and devel-
opment of skills at various
skills stations.
Topicswillinclude: Arm
Care and Conditioning,
Throwing Mechanics,Hitting
Mechanics, Pitching
Mechanics, Base Running,
Infield Defense, Outfield
Defense, Catcher/Pitcher

Instructor Paul Kienitz
has coached and managed
youth baseball teams for
several years from ages 7
— 18 years old, including
being a volunteer assistant
coachonEly’s high school
team last season. He has
also been the hitting and
pitching instructor for
various youth baseball
teams. Paul is a lifetime
baseball player. He played
high school baseball and
played softball for decades.

Defense,andotherskilldevel-  He brings a wealth of expe-
opment. rience and knowledge to his
Donald C.

Humanities
Trust
We are now accepting

2018 Arts Grant

Applications

for Individual Artists, Project & Youth Grants,
Scholarships & Operational Funding

Updated grant applications and guidelines are
available online at www.gardnertrust.org

APPLICATION DEADLINE IS:
12:00 noon on Friday, March 23

Applicants are strongly encouraged to contact Keiko Williams, Executive

Director, before March 16 for help and review of their applications.
Call 365-2639 or email info@gardnertrust org

Open Office Hours are 10am - 3pm on Monday & Tuesday
from 10am - 2pm or call for an appointment. Youth grant
applicants must call for a grants review by March 9.

coaching. His camp is
designed to teach skills in
apositive and creative way.
WHEN: Sundays, Feb.
25,Mar.4,11,18,25,April
1 (no class — Easter) April
8 (last class)
TIME: 3-5 p.m.
WHERE:
Memorial Gym
FEE: $35 per student,
$60 max per family.
AGES: 10 to 18 years
of age (may be divided
into smaller age groups).

Ely

Yesterday’s news,
this week

from the archives of

THE ELY MINER

Courtesy of the Ely-Winton Historical Society

February 22, 1918

Draft board receives orders
for two more men

Orders have been received by the Local Board
of District No. 3 to entrain two men on Feb. 27 at
7 a.m. for Camp Dodge.

These two men are to take the place of others
discharged for physical disability. The quota from
this district had been filled but by the discharge of
three men a vacancy is caused. Credit has been
secured for an enlisted man and thus it leaves the
district short only two to fill the first quota of 86.

City Clerk Arthur Knutson has been ordered to
be ready to entrain on the morning of the 27th as
has also Matt Berquist of Winton. The men will go
directly to Camp Dodge along with 8,000 others
ordered to the camp to fill the quota.

Notices of discharge for physical defects of Arthur
Selke of Winton, Oscar Levander of Embarrass,and
David H. Blackmore of Ely have been received by
the local board. These were all with the contingent
that went from here to Camp Scott at San Francisco
in December. Selke returned to his present home at
St. Paul, Levander to Embarrass, and Blackmore to
Ely.

Funeral held Monday

The funeral of Miss Angela Fromhertz, who
was accidently killed by a street car in St. Paul last
week,and whose remains were brought here Friday,
was held Monday from the home of Mr. and Mrs.
Jos. Stoll, aunt and uncle of the unfortunate lady.

Services were held at the Catholic Church and
the attendance was large. Miss Bessie Lambert pro-
vided special music at the church. A number of rel-
atives of the dead girl from all over the country
attended the funeral.

Thank You...

...for making our first year a successful one.
Story Portage would like to thank the following foundations, area
businesses and area individuals who donated their time and talent:

Doug Scheibe and the Front Porch Coffee and Tea Company,
Photographers John Ratzloff and David Donohue, Jeanne Bourquin and the late
Peter Pestalozzi, Jordyn Stocks, Polly Carlson Voiles, Consie Powell,

Steve Voiles and Piragis Bookstore, Chuck Plantz, Essentia Health Foundation,
The Anne Bancroft Foundation, The Shakopee Mdewankaton Sioux Community
and the Wooden Canoe Heritage Association, Lake Country Power,
Minnesota Power Foundation and the Northland Foundation Kids Plus Program,
Northland Market, Kondos, Piragis Northwoods Company, Zups and Lucky Seven,
North Shore Mining, Author Susan Hawkinson, Mary Groeninger, Will Helms and
Fletcher Freeman, The Ely Folk School, Don Sovil—State Farm Insurance, Crapola,
Empower, Listening Point Foundation and the Minnesota Canoe Museum,

The Ely Summer Times and the Boundary Waters Journal, The Underground Optimist,
Ely Area Book Clubs, all the individual donors, and the students and teachers

who participated.

The Story Portage Board: Anthony Wright, Angell Magliulo, Lynne Halverson,
Rita Koch, Katarina Schmidt, Dale Beers, and Dick Larson

.
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Sledding Sunday at UNP on Feb. 25
INT’L FALLS- Join park staff and their fam-
ilies on Sunday, Feb. 25 from 2 — 4 p.m. at VNP’s
Kabetogama Lake sledding hill for an afternoon
of fun. Participants should bring their own sleds.
Afterwards, warm up by a campfire. Recommended
for ages two and up. The free event is part of the
park’s 2018 Winter at Voyageurs Event Series.

Empty Bowl fundraiser set for Friday,
March 2 at North Woods School

FIELD TWP- Preparations are underway for
the sixth annual North Woods School Empty Bowl
event. This year the event will honor veterans.
North Woods ceramic students are working to
meet the goal of making 250 bowls for the event.
The high school students also pitched in, assisting
the third-grade elementary students in glazing the
bowls. Local area churches and volunteers make
the soup. Last year the event raised over $2,000 for
the Cook and Orr Food Shelves, as well as the Nett
Lake Boys and Girls Club.

The Empty Bowl event will take place on Fri-
day, March 2 from 4:30-7 p.m. The one-of-a-kind
ceramic bowls will be available for $10; included in
the price is a soup dinner with dessert and beverage.

Tacos and Trivia night at North Woods

on Saturday, March 3

FIELD TWP- International Travel Club Stu-
dents of Cook will be hosting a Taco and Trivia
Night on Saturday, March 3, at the Cook Commu-
nity Center. Tacos will be served from 3:30-7:30
with take-out available or stay for the evening to
participate in the Trivia Competition starting at 6
p.m. Taco meal will include two tacos, Spanish
rice, chips, salsa, dessert and a beverage for $8 for
adults and $5 for children, 12 and under. $25 per
trivia team with 50-percent pay-out. There will be
ten rounds, so gather your friends to create a team
of 1-6 people of any age. Pre-registration is encour-
aged, but not required. Email Carrie Carstens at
ccarstens@isd2142 k12.mn.us or Denise Parson at
dparson@isd2142 .k12.mn.us to register your team.
Come support this fundraiser and enjoy a night of
tacos, trivia and fun with friends and family.

Beginners Wood Garving Class meets

twice a month in Cook

COOK- Have you ever wanted to try whit-
tling something from wood? The Beginners Wood
Carving Class at Northwoods Friends of the Arts
Gallery, 210 S River St. in Cook will be held twice
monthly and the next class is Thursday, March
1 from 6 - 8 p.m. Experienced carvers will supply
some tools and knives if students are unable to
bring their own. Class size is limited to 12 par-
ticipants so registrations will be taken in Cook,
next to Dream Weaver Salon at NWFA Gallery on
Thursday, Friday (10 a.m. to 4 p.m.) and Saturday
(9 am. to 1 p.m.), or call Howard Hilshorst at 218
741-7941.

Subscribe Today
(218) 753-2950
timherjay.com

Bookmobile schedule

Visit your library on wheels, the Arrowhead Li-
brary System Bookmobile.
Thursday, March 1, 22.

Nett Lake -
Community Center
9:30-10:15 a.m.

Crane Lake
— Ranger Station
11:15 am. - 12
noon

Orr - Lake
Country ReMax
building 1:45 - 2:30
p-m.

Kabetogama — Town Hall 3:15 - 3:45 p.m.

For further information on the Bookmobile or
Mail-A-Book services, write or call the Arrowhead
Library System, 5528 Emerald Ave., Mt. Iron, MN
55768 218-741-3840, or check our website at www.
alslib.info.

NORTH WOODS

Daebwae Chosa wins bee

Chosa and second-place winner Morgan Burnett go to district bee

by MELISSA ROACH

Staff Writer

FIELD TWP-Students were
all abuzz with anticipation for
the North Woods Spelling Bee.
The two best spellers from the
fifth, sixth, seventh, and eighth
grades met up for a spell-down
last week. Eight spellers took to
the stage. Students spelled out (or
misspelled) words such as har-
binger, arrogant, dilapidated, and
ballyhoo, until eventually, three
finalists remained. Eighth-graders
Daebwae Chosa, Morgan Burnett,
and fifth-grader Addison Burck-
hardt were the last three spellers
in the bee. North Woods teacher
Kandi Olson said the competition
was one of the longest spelling
bees that she could remember.
Students were given a small inter-
mission, and during the break the
spellers classmates rallied around
the three finalists with support and
encouragement. Burnett was the

district champion last year. This

year, Chosa secured first place for
the school contest, with Burck-
hardt and Burnett continuing to

battle it out for a few more rounds,
until Burnett advanced to second
place. Both Chosa and Burnett

CRANE LAKE

Spelling Bee Winners Daebwae Chosa (left), first place, and
Morgan Burnett, second place, will advance to the district
spelling bee representing North Woods. photos by M. Roach

will advance to the district-wide
competition.

Crane Lake News by the Singing Teapot Dames

i T
Life in the North
Country

Warm weather has
been given us and it is
beautiful!

Sad news: Bud
Bystrom passed away
this week. Services will
be in the spring.

Not much news.
Snowmobilers have taken
over the entire communi-
ty. Presidents Day week-
end brought out many
tourists. The locals are
staying home or going to
homes for entertainment.

Chris White and
Lindsey spent the week-
end with Ruth Carlson.
They split wood for Ruth
and stacked it. How lucky
she is!

This old Dame has
gotten the cold bug that
is going around. It’s made
her a little slow.

Cook Optical

oCare [ Stop ing c

HOURS: 9-4:30 Mon.-Fri.
Jerel D. Johnson, ABOC Certified
23 E. Vermilion Dr., Cook

EYE EXAMS - 666-2879
Call for Appointment
with Dr. Jensen, Optometrist

Life in the Land of

Sun and Sand

Life in the Land of
Sun and Sand was good
this past week. Finally
got into some high-70s
for temps and the sun
was out. Florida has hazy
mornings, and one thinks
it’s going to be an icky
day, but by 10 a.m. the
haze has burned off and
the glorious sun shines
through. The patio of
our condo unit gets sun
just about all day, and we
spent much of the day
in the sun, just enjoying
the weather and ocean
view. Lots of people on
the beach—many visitors
from Louisiana, mostly
because of the long hol-
iday week end and a lot
of the schools were off
all last week for Mardi
Gras. Seems like they
have a lot of time off
from school down here
in “South land” —but one
must consider that school
starts here in early Au-
gust, and summer vaca-
tion doesn’t begin until
near mid-June.

Heard you had some
snow in Crane Lake over
the weekend! Also heard
a lot of you have been
glued to the Olympics.
Did you know that the
first Winter Olympics to

é )

201 Hwy 53 SE Cook, MN
666-0205

Fall/Winter Hours

Sun:7a.m.-4p.m.
Mon-Sat: 7a.m.-7p.m.

Effective

\_ October 1

use artificial snow was
in Lake Placid in 19807?
That was the year that
Eric Heiden won all five
speed-skating events and
the “Miracle on Ice” oc-
curred when the U.S.
Hockey team won an up-
set victory over the Rus-
sians.

Have you ever heard
of thundersnow? That
is when thunder and
lightning occur during
a snowstorm. It is one of
Mother Nature’s rarest
events. A mass of cold
air meeting with warm,
moist air lurking near
the ground is the cause,
and it is usually associ-
ated with heavy snow-
fall. Lightning during a
snowstorm usually her-
alds an 86-percent chance
of at least six inches of
SNOW.

For you movie go-
ers, this Dame saw “The
15:17 to Paris” last week.
Of all the movies seen
of late, the Dame would
give this one a 5. It was
okay, not great, and a
little bit of a disappoint-
ment in that usually Clint
Eastwood is connected
with pretty good mov-
ies. The point may have
been that these were just
average U.S. kids having
a European holiday, then
were placed in a situa-
tion where they became
heroes.  Consequently,
the movie was pretty ho-
hum until they got to the
terrorist-on-the-train part.
Most interesting was
the fact that the “heroes”
played themselves in the
movie, so it must be pret-
ty factual.

Have you ever seen
a starfruit? Last week the
Dame had her first ex-

posure to it. Carambola
(starfruit) is a popular va-
riety of fruit here in Flor-
ida—supposedly packed
with nutrients and min-
erals. The name comes
from its distinct shape
when cut in cross-sec-
tions (a star). The star-
fruit is about 3-6 inches
in length and the flesh is
yellow, crisp and tart in
taste. The entire fruit can
be eaten or used in cook-
ing. It can be made into
relishes, preserves, and
juicy drinks. However, it
was only observed, not
experienced, so you will
have to take their word
on it!

Let us hear from you.
If you are a snowbird, tell
us what life is like in your
area. Snowbirds like to
hear the news of what is
going on at Crane Lake
and we like to know about
you. Send news by e-mail
to info@thelakecountry.
com, by fax to 218-757-
3533, or by phone to
Sandy at 218-757-3233
and it will be added. Fire
away with your news.
Remember any funds re-
ceived for this column
are added to the Crane
Lake Scholarship Fund.
This scholarship is given
to our local students who
graduate and will receive
further education. The
committee for the Schol-
arship Fund is Sandra
Bodkin, Linda Lang and
Tracey Francke. Contact
any member of the com-
mittee should you wish to
make a donation.

Until next week the
Dames are singing of f.
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PLAY BALL

Grizzlies
1 tramning,

halftime of the boys varsity game last week. The boys
had a great time during the scrimage with lots of cheers

from the crowd. photos by C. Stone

GRIZZLY UPDATES

Snowmobhile to School Day: Welcome hack winter

On Monday, Feb.
12, North Woods School
had our 1st Annual “Ride
Your Snowmobile To
School Day!” The idea
actually started out last
year. A couple of North
Woods  students  ap-
proached me asking if
they could ride their sleds
to school. As an avid
snowmobiler myself, I
wanted to give them the
opportunity to use their
machines without having
a pack of snowmobiles
cruising around campus
daily. So, we decided to
pick a date in February
and go with it!

I contacted the local
DNR Officer to ensure
that we were not break-
ing any laws by allowing
the event. The biggest
concern was finding legal
routes for students riding
in from all directions. In
discussing with him, it
looked like we could pull
it off as long as we abided
by the law when it came
to who was allowed to
cross roadways. The MN
Snowmobile Regulations
state that riders who are
at least 14-years-old and
possess a MN Snowmo-
bile Safety Certificate are
allowed to cross roadways
independently. The deci-
sion was made that due
to the road-crossing stip-
ulation, our event would
be would be for ninth-
through twelfth-graders
only. We finalized our
date and...... then Mother
Nature threw us a curve-
ball.

If you recall the
weather last winter, we
had snow. Lots of it!
By the third weekend of
deer season we had a foot
of the white stuff on the
ground. Then it melted.
We received more snow.
It melted. By late Janu-
ary, we were experienc-
ing an early spring, and

VUKMANICH

our hopes of riding were
dashed like the Vikings’
run for the Super Bowl.
This winter seemed
much the same. Multi-

Tacos & Trivia
Hosted by
International Travel Club
Students of Cook

Saturday, March 3

Cook Community Center.
Tacos served 3:30-7:30 PM
$gake out available)

___$8 adults, $5 children
@ “\*3} (12 & under)

Trivia Competition at 6 PM
$25 per trivia team __
50% pay-out #)
Tenrounds &
Teams 1-6 people-any age

Pre-registration encouraged
Register: email Carrie Carstens
ccarstens@isd2142.k12.mn.us

or Denise Parson

dparson@isd2142.k12.mn.us

ELECT
Byron Beihofter

DON'T GET MAD, VOTE!

Paid for by the candidate on his own behalf

ple snow falls succumbed
to the warmth of the
sun, but with our date
of Feb. 12 approaching
it looked like we had a
chance. With our event’s
day close, hopes were
high. Then the weather
turned cold. REAL cold!
Temps on Monday were
around -15F with wind
chills making it feel cold-
er. Sleds started rolling in
a little after 8 a.m. and by
the start of school at 8:30
a.m., 16 students braved
the cold to enjoy their
sport and make a regular
Monday at school a little
more interesting.
Although we lost a
couple of riders along the
way, one to the flu and

one to a broken shock
mount, everyone arrived
safely. As we enjoy
snowmobiling in the win-
ter playland that Minne-
sota offers us, the most
important consideration
is to ride safe. My thanks
to DNR Conservation Of-
ficers John Velsvaag and
Matt Frierichs, and also
to School Resource Offi-
cer Matt Krueger for their
help.

If our snow holds up,
we may have a second
event on a warmer day!

Have a great week-
end. Go Grizzlies!

Your Principal,

John Vukmanich

RE-ELECT JOHN BASSING
GREENWOOD
TOWNSHIP SUPERVISOR

CITIZEN Low
TRANSPARENCY % \yoivement ™ Taxes
» 3

$10,000

%

LED GREENWOOD
TOWNSHIP IN:

M
& STOPPING THE ANNEXATION BY
THE COOK HOSPITAL DISTRICT
w
w
*

1r RETURNING PLANNING AND
ZONING TO THE COUNTY

ADOPTING STANDARD OPERATING
GUIDELINES, PAID ON-CALL,
PERSONEL POLICIES, AND JOB
DESCRIPTIONS

VOLUNTEERED AS 911
COORDINATOR SAVING OVER

»
»
»
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Penguins Snowmobhile Glub hosting
mystery ride on Feb. 24

REGIONAL- The Vermilion Penguins
Snowmobile Club has a mystery ride scheduled on
Saturday, Feb. 24. Meet at the Vermilion Club at
10 a.m. for a ride to the Penguins Cook-Out at a
mystery location. Call 750-0695 with any questions.

Ruby’s Pantry in Babbitt on Feh. 24
BABBITT- Ruby’s Pantry will be distributing
food on Saturday, Feb. 24 (4th Saturday of each
month) from 10 — 11:30 a.m. at Babbitt Municipal
Center, 71 South Dr. in Babbitt. A $20 cash donation
buys an abundance of food. Sponsored by St. Pius X
Catholic Church. Volunteers always welcome.

Try Hockey for Free on Saturday,
March 3 in Ely

ELY- The Ely Blue Line Club is hosting a Try
Hockey for Free Day on Saturday, March 3 at the
Ely Ice Arena from 9-10 a.m. Please register at
TryHockeyForFree.com. Any questions, call 218-
235-1935. Hockey teaches kids a lot more than how
to skate. Come play youth hockey and experience
more great moments in your child’s life.

Copper Street Brass to perform two
children’s programs in Babbhitt on

Tuesday

BABBITT- The Minneapolis-based group,
Copper Street Brass, brings their original children’s
program, “Big Ears and the Blue Ox,” to Northeast
Range Elementary for two free performances on
Tuesday, Feb. 27.

This 40-minute interactive concert presentation
includes brass instruments, drums, and a narrator,
and is designed for children ages 2 — 10.

Performances will be held at 9:15 a.m. for the
elementary children, and then again at 10:15 a.m.,
with a special preschool and family program.

“Big Ears and the Blue Ox” takes kids on a
trip through the Minnesota woods while they help
Big Ears the Rabbit build the perfect song for Paul
Bunyan’s birthday party. Along the way, children
learn how to carefully listen for musical concepts
like melody, rhythm, and harmony while singing and
moving their bodies to the music.

Red Owl Reunion on March 10
VIRGINIA- An informal gathering of Red Owl
Store staff and friends will be held on Saturday,
March 10 starting at noon. The Virginia Red Owl
Store closed about 30 years ago. Please RSVP to
Donna at 218-749-5444 or Mary at 218-741-8069.

Vermilion Dream Quilters to meet in
Tower on Thursday, March 1

TOWER- Vermilion Dream Quilters will meet
at 6:30 p.m. on Thursday, March 1 in the social
hall at St. Martin’s Catholic Church in Tower. Our
February snowball block lottery drawing was post-
poned due to bitter cold weather at our last meeting,
so you can still be included and might win all of the
blocks. Bring your snowball blocks with an address
label on the back. In addition, Noreen Saukko will
present the Year of the Dog Challenge, which will
be due at our Oct. 4 meeting. Marlene Johnson and
Cathy Burt are coordinators of our famous Chinese
Auction. It’s time to check your shelves, drawers,
and closets for quilting-related (or not) items that are
duplicates or no longer needed, but that will appeal
and have value to others. Raffle tickets will be sold
that evening, and you might be the lucky winner of
someone else’s neglected treasure. As a hint, address
labels make putting your name on the tickets easy.
All proceeds benefit the Tower Food Shelf.

For more information, please contact Corrine
Hill in Tower at 218-753-4600.

TOWER BINGO
3 Monday, March 5 }

I TOWER- Senior Bingo will be held in Tower

I on Monday, March 5 at the Tower Civic Center
from 11:45 a.m.— 3 p.m. There is a $10 charge for
the bingo party, which includes lunch. All ages are I
welcome to attend this community event. Lunch is
served starting at 11:45 a.m., and bingo begins at
12:45 p.m. Senior Bingo is organized by the Friends
of the Vermilion Country Charter School. In case

I of inclement weather or school cancellation, bingo I
may be cancelled. Questions, call Jodi Summit at
218-753-2950. I

| Upcoming dates for 2018:
I Monday, March 5
Monday, April 2
I Monday, May 7
I Monday, June 4
Monday, July 9 (second Monday)
e e e o o e

WINTER FUN

Pond Hockey tournament on Feh. 24

Winter family fun at White Eagle Resort on Lake Vermilion

COOK- On Saturday, Feb.
24 pond hockey returns to Lake
Vermilion for the second annual
Lake Vermilion Pond Hockey
Championship in front of White
Eagle Resort. Even if you don’t play
hockey,plan on stopping by the rinks

Benefit set for
Kevin Turner on
March 3

GILBERT- A benefit
fundraiser for Kevin
Turner will be held on
Saturday, March 3 from
4 — 8 p.m. at the Gilbert
VFW.There will be ariga-
toni and meatball dinner,
raffles,and silent auctions.
Music is by High Voltage
Sounds DJ.

Kevin had emergency
surgery last spring and
was finally able to return
to work in October. But
in December he was diag-
nosed with throat cancer.
He had surgery and is now
undergoing chemo and
radiation and is unable
to work. Anyone wishing
to drop off donations can
call 218-780-0196 or 218-
750-7938.

Services at

Mesabhi Unitarian

Universalist
VIRGINIA- On

Sunday, Feb. 25, Cherie
Bridges will present “A
Perspective on Death and
Dying.” In our quest to
live intentionally, how
can we become more
comfortable talking about
and preparing for our own
death? How will we die in
a way worthy of our lives?
What legacy will we leave
behind? Laced with humor,
Bridges offers practical
suggestions that address
a variety of end-of-life
issues.

Mesabi Unitarian
Universalist Church is
located at 230 7 St. S in
Virginia. Usual services
are Sundays at 10:30 a.m.
For more information,

visit www.mesabiuu.org.
A parent/infant area is
provided,asistoddler care,
and religious education is
provided forthe overfives.
Allare welcome and we are
handicap accessible.

Sons of Norway

meet Thursday

VIRGINIA- Sons
of Norway Haarfager
Lodge 40 will meet at
6:30 p.m. on Thursday,
March 1, in the Virginia
City Hall Club Room.
Our King and Queen will
be crowned. Stephanie
and Nathan Lutzka will
present a program on the
Scandinavian game Kubb.
The serving committee
consists of Duane and
Sue Gustafson and Sara
Palazzari. Anyone inter-
estedin Norwegian culture
and heritage is welcome
to attend.

Finnish Americans
and Friends in
Hibbing

HIBBING- At 2
p.m. on Tuesday, March
6, Finnish Americans
and Friends will feature
Katherine Johnson, who
will discuss her new his-
torical novel, “The Wind
and the Drum”. This is a
story of a young Saami
who faces challenges from
not only the harsh envi-
ronment, but threats to
maintaining traditional
life. When strangers come
to take away the drums and
other sacred items, Tuuli
embarks upon a perilous
journey to save the deer,
herself,and the Saami way
of life.

Everyone is invited
to this presentation at the

North St Louis County
o5 Habitat

to take in the action.

In addition to the hockey com-
petition, hot food will be served all
day with proceeds going to the local
cheerleaders. The menu will include
chili, hot dogs, burgers, and pulled
pork sandwiches. A kiddie rink will

LOTS TO DO!

be open for youngsters, and it will
be a great day to bring the family
out for some winter fun. Hop on the
snowmobile and park rinkside to take
in the action.

We’ll see you on the ice!

community meeting room
of Grace Lutheran Church,
4010 9 Ave.W in Hibbing.
Coffee time with treats
brought by attendees will
follow the program.

Eight-week grief

support group

VIRGINIA -
Experiencing the death
of a loved one can be a
very difficult experience.
Learning about the grief
process and having support
from others can help a
great deal. Please consid-
er reserving your spot to
participate in this eight-
week grief support group
sponsored by Essentia
Health St. Mary’s East
Range Hospice. It is open
to anyone in our area who
has experienced the death
of a loved one.

The support group
meets Mondays from
March 5 to April 30, from
6 — 8 p.m. at the Peace
United Methodist Church,
303 9 Ave. S in Virginia.
Please call 1-877-851-
2213 or 218-749-7975 to
register. There is no cost
to participate.

Family history
pick-and-tell

project

VIRGINIA- Students
in Mr. Holmes’s class at
the Roosevelt Elementary
School have scoured their
attics,basements, cabinets,
and drawers in search of
artifacts that are a part
of their family histories.
The fifth-graders will
report their findings to the
Virginia Area Historical
Society on Friday, March
2 at2 p.m. atthe Columbia
Apartments in Virginia.

Attendees can expect to
learn about a silver har-
monica,a well-worn comb
and brush set, an alto
saxophone with a black
mouthpiece, a golf ball
with 336 dimples, a 1964
Sears Christmas Catalog,
a kitchen mixer about the
size of a small microwave
oven, and many other
interesting items.

Blackberry
Winterfest Sleigh
Rally on Saturday

BLACKBERRY-Got
the wintertime blues?
Need some family fun?
The North Star Draft Horse
Association is holding
an old-fashioned horse
drawn sleigh and cutter
event at the North Central
Minnesota Farm and
Antique Association show
grounds at Blackberry on
Saturday Feb. 24 from 11
a.m.— 3 p.m. The event is
free and open to the public.
Horse-drawn sleigh rides
are $3 for adults, $1 for
children ages 6-12. Kids
5 and under are free.

Expect to see
Percherons, Belgians,
Hafflingers, and many
other horse breeds, as
well as a donkey named
Jack. There will be games
for the children including
the chance to win a cake
playing the cake walk
game. Food will be avail-
able on site.

The Blackberry show-
grounds are located 5 miles
east of Grand Rapids on
Highway 2.

No dogs, please. In
the event of really bad
weather, it may be can-
celled. Call Ed Nelson at
218-966-1354 for more
information.

Virginia mental health support group for

families meets second Tuesdays
VIRGINIA-NAMI Minnesota (National Alliance on

Subscribe Today
(218) 753-2950

timberjay.com

i.'m'

Now accepting applications for our

for Humanity®

homeownership program for the
2018 build season.

Please contact Marnie @ Habitat
866-749-8910 @
marnie@nslchfh.org

EOUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY
\ J

Mental Illness) sponsors free support groups for families
and friends of individuals living with amental illness. Led
by trained facilitators who also have a family member
with mental illness, the support groups help families
develop better coping skills and find strength through
sharing their experiences. A family support group meets
in Virginia on the second Tuesday of each month, from
6 — 7 p.m., at Essentia-Health Medical Arts Clinic, 901
9th St. N., in McMillan Room B. For information, call
Dan at 218-290-5461. NAMI Minnesota is a non-profit
organization that works to improve the lives of children
and adults with mental illnesses and their families through
its programs of education, support and advocacy.
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HIGH SCHOOL CHOIR

Boundary Waters Choral Festival brings hig
choral sounds to small school singers

C

on

cert performance set for Friday, March

Zat7 p.m. in Ely

Above: Choir students working with college choir instructors during last year’s event. Below:

Vermilion Country School students on stage last year. file photos

ELY- For the ninth
year in a row, high school
choral students will have
the opportunity to train
and sing as one large choir
as part of the Boundary
Waters Choral Festival
on Friday, March 2. The
public is invited to attend
the evening concert, at 7
p-m. in Ely’s Washington
Auditorium. There is no
charge, but donations are
greatly appreciated.

This year the festival
will feature students from
Ely, International Falls,
Mt.Iron-Buhl, Silver Bay,
and the Vermilion Country
School in Tower. As has
been the tradition since its
inception, each school’s
choir will sing the two
selections that they will be
singing for the Minnesota
State High School League
Music Contest which will
be held later in March.
They will then perform
three selections as a festi-
val choir under the direc-
tion of Festival Director
Dr. Matthew J. Olson.

Students spend the
entire day participating
in choral workshops with
Olson,along with the other
guest performers including
University of Minnesota
vocal staff Alice Pierce,
Rachel Inselman, and
Elias Mokole, who all
participated in the event
lastyear. The students have
been practicing the special
music for this year’s fes-
tival on their own, but
on this day, they begin to
practice the works as one
large group.

This year’s repertoire
includes “Gloria” from
MassinD by Dvorak,“The
Wild Rose” by Matthew J.
Olson and Wendell Berry,
and “Baba Yetu” by Chris
Kiagiri and Christopher
Tin.Olson wrote The Wild
Rose as asurprise gifttohis
wife on their wedding day.

The day is a once-a-
year experience for these
young singers, who get
the guidance of working
with college-level choral
instructors along with the
experience of singing as
one large choir.

Matthew J. Olson
leads a diverse career as
a conductor, choral com-
poser, singer, songwriter,
arts administrator, and
music educator. In the
upcoming 2017-18 season,
he serves as: Artistic
Director of Oratory Bach
Ensemble, a professional
baroque orchestra and
choir; Visiting Director of
Choirs at Carleton College;
Instructorof Voice at North
Hennepin Community
College; Guest Conductor

of Magnum Chorum; and
Assistant Conductor of
The Singers, with whomhe
will lead performances of
Joby Talbot’s choral sym-
phony Path of Miracles.

Rachel Inselman,
soprano, is a Professor of
Voice at the University of
Minnesota-Duluth. She has
performed numerous opera
roles as well as appearanc-
es as soloist with sympho-
ny orchestras throughout
the United States including
the Cleveland Orchestra,
Baltimore Chamber
Orchestra, Toledo
Symphony, and Lincoln
Symphony Orchestra.

Alice Pierce,soprano,
is an Instructor of Voice
and Director of Opera
Studio at UMD. She
received a BM and MM
in Vocal Performance
from Indiana University.
Early in her career, she
served on the faculty at
the University of North
Carolina-Wilmington
and the North Carolina
School of the Arts. During
these years, she was a
Metropolitan Opera
Regional finalist twice,
singing often in concert
and opera.

Elias Mokole, bari-
tone, serves on the faculty
at UMD and is equally at
home in recital, musical
theatre and orchestral
concerts, as well as opera.
Praised by both Opera
News and the Washington
Postforhis “powerful,rich
warm baritone,” Mokole’s
performance highlights
include: Germont in La
Traviata, Enrico in Lucia
di Lammermoor, Sharpless
in Madame Butterfly,
Scarpia in Tosca, Ford in
Falstaff,as well as Elijahin
Elijah,JuanPerénin Evita,
the title role in Gianni
Schicchi, and soloist for
the Brahms Requiem.

A new professional
performer this year is
Bryon Klimek, who will be
the cellist for Dr. Olson’s
piece “The Wild Rose.”

A native of Chisholm,
Klimek is the principal
cellist of the Mesabi
Symphony Orchestra
and a substitute cellist
for the Duluth-Superior
Symphony Orchestra.

Ely’s own Irene
Hartfield is the accom-
panist for the event. She
began playing the piano at
the age of three, and studied
with Ely piano teacher Ina
Dunstan at four. She went
on to pursue a career in
music in New York City,
singing and playing there
andin Las Vegas and other
U.S. venues, Venezuela,
Bermuda, and Sweden.
She also spent three years
entertaining on Holland
America Cruise Lines.
Today, she has returned to
her hometown where she
entertains locally and plays
for two churches.

The school choirdirec-
tors, Mary Carroll (Silver
Bay), Tamara Koenig
(International Falls),Susan
Lindmeier (Mt.Iron-Buhl),
Karin Schmidt (Vermilion
Country School), and
Michael Rouse (Ely
Memorial) have been very
busy preparing their choirs
for the state contest as well
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as for this year’s festival.
We are so lucky to have
such dedicated students
and directors in this part
of Minnesota!

Billie Rouse, the
executive director of the
Boundary Waters Choral
Festival, has been hard
at work organizing and
fundraising for this year’s
festival and is already in
the planning stages for
the 2019 festival. The
Boundary Waters Choral
Festival is made possible
through the generous dona-
tions of several businesses
as well as grants including
the Donald G. Gardner
Humanities Trust, which
has been a major contrib-
utor throughout the years.
Alittle “inside” knowledge

. mark your calendars
now for Friday, March 1,
2019 ... you will not want
to miss the 10th annual
BWCF! There will be some
special surprises and guest
performers!

We will see you there
for a joyful evening of
choral music!

Warm and natural
with texture and quality

Sisu Heritage annual meeting Feh. 25;

speaker on Finnish education

EMBARRASS- Sisu Heritage, Inc. will hold
its annual meeting on Sunday, Feb. 25 at 2 p.m. at
the Embarrass Town Hall. The guest speaker will
be Rev. Dr. Philip Johnson, President of Finlandia
University in Hancock, Mich., on the topic of the
Finnish education system. This should be of inter-
est to all involved in education - teachers, students,
administrators, parents, and the general public. A
short business meeting will precede Dr. Johnson’s
talk, including committee reports, election of board
members, and presentation of the 2018 budget.
Coffee an’ will be served and door prizes awarded.

Sisu Heritage, Inc. is a non-profit organiza-
tion affiliated with the St. Louis County Historical
Society. Its mission is “to enhance the Embarrass
region by preserving and sharing its unique culture,
climate and history.” Memberships to Sisu are
$10/year and can be renewed or purchased at the
meeting, or by mail to Sisu Heritage, PO Box 127,
Embarrass, MN 55732.

The public is cordially invited to join Sisu
members for the afternoon. Embarrass Town Hall is
located at 7503 Levander Rd. Please call 218-984-
3402 with any questions.

Musical film highlights women’s
contribution to Finland, Feh. 24 at

Kaleva Hall

VIRGINIA- The Singing Strings Musical
Drama, a 55-minute film, will be shown on Saturday,
Feb. 24 at 3 p.m. at Kaleva Hall, 125 3rd St. N in
Virginia. Admission is free and coffee an’ will be
available after the film.

The film chronicles “Women’s Contribution
to Finland’s 100 Years of Independence.” It took
two years for the pianist and co-director of Singing
Strings to collect information and write this musical
drama. The film is about the life stories of Finland’s
women who influenced and advanced the country’s
aim to achieve independence from Russia.

This film uses music, pictures and narration to
enhance the effect of the stories. This project has
made us realize how important it is to include and
educate women all around the world about the con-
tributions women have made, said co-directors Hilpi
Leino-Kantola, pianist, and Helina Leino-Pakola,
violinist.

Annual NSLSWCD tree sale underway;

new varieties available this year

REGIONAL- Trees are available for your spring
planting needs from the North St. Louis Soil and
Water Conservation District. Take your choice of
over 20 varieties of trees in bundles of 10, 15, or
25. There is a nice assortment of shrubs, deciduous
trees, and conifers. New this year are bur oak and red
splendor crabapple. Reasonably priced between $30
and $45 per bundle. Plantskydd and Repellex brands
of organic animal repellent products are available to
help keep the critters away. All proceeds are used for
conservation efforts in the northern part of St. Louis
County.

Order early for best selection. Quantities are
limited. Deadline to order is Thursday, May 4. Pick
up will be in Eveleth on Thursday, May 10 and
Friday, May 11. Order forms and information are
available at www.nslswcd.org, via e-mail to info@
nslswed.org, or by call or text to 218-749-2000.

Treat Your Family to

Pinner Out Tonight!

Pizzas, Pasta

5 & More!
- Homemade on site

Dine-in and Take-out Available!

Winter Hours » Open 4 PM to 9 PM Daily
WE DELIVER!

Holy Cross Catholic Church

LENTEN FISH FRY

Friday, Feb. 23 ¢ 5-7 PM %44
Orr American Legion Q%
Dinner Includes:
All-you-can-eat fried cod, potates,

salads, rolls, meatless sides,
and beverages.

Adults $12
Children (10 and under) $5

All proceeds go to our general fund/youth fund to support
various activities within the church and community.
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by KEITH VANDERVORT

Ely Editor

ELY -TheEly School
Board adopted the 2018-
2019 school calendar last
week that calls for 172
student attendance days,
and remains largely
unchanged from the current
school schedule.

On a 5-0 vote, with
Heidi Mann absent fromthe
Feb. 12 meeting, board
members agreed with the
administration’s recom-
mendation that calls for the
school yeartorun from Sept.

4,2018 to May 31, 2019.
After several years of
commencement exercises
scheduled for the middle of
the Memorial Day
weekend, the school district
broke from tradition this
year with seniors attending
their graduation ceremony
on Saturday, June 2. The
new tradition will be repeat-
ed next school year with
graduation scheduled for
Saturday, June 1,2019.
School begins as usual
onthe Tuesday after Labor
Day, Sept. 4, 2018.
Teachers will have work-

SCHOOQOWL...Continued from page 1

of the MSBA,” said board
member Chris Koivisto,
who was the lone vote
against the decision.
“Furthermore, I think by
extending the timeline, the
board would have shown
agreater responsibility and
done our due diligence in
pulling from adiverse pool
of candidates...Indeed
Reggie has a competent
resume, but I would have
liked to have vetted the
position through a suitable
pool of candidates. So, I
can’t support this.”

Koivisto stressed that
his position was based on
his concerns about the lack
of a hiring process, not a
reflection on his opinion of
Engebritson. “Thisno vote
shouldn’t be misconstrued
as a vote of no confidence
in Reggie as a candidate,”
he said.

Board member Dan
Manick said he agreed with
Koivisto’s concern, seeing
it as an opportunity lost to
the board. “I was looking
forward to the process and

-_.\:»' g

hoped the position would
have been posted for a
longer period of time. I
wanted to see what the
outside world thinks of our
school district,” he said.
“My support for Reggie
hasn’t wavered, I was just
really looking forward to
seeing how many appli-
cants we got, to use it as a
measuring stick.”

But board member
Patrick Christensen sug-
gested a broader search
would have wasted time,
since most of the board
was already firm in their
desire to hire Engebritson.
“What is the point of
making people drive up
fromthe cities to interview
for something they’re not
going to get...and we
would have arranged to
spend a lot of time, basi-
cally wasting time inter-
viewing people we really
weren’t going to hire
because people were sold
on what we were going to
do.”

Koivisto rebuked

it’'s TAX TIME
at Mlke Motors

#4149U
Silver

ELY SCHOOL BOARD

Ely School District adopts 2018-2019 school calendar

shop days on Aug. 28-30,
2018. An open house for
students to meet their new
teachers is scheduled for
Thursday, Aug. 30, 2018.

Students will have a
four-day weekend in
October with MEA in-
service days scheduled for
Oct. 18-19.

The Thanksgiving
weekend will feature a five-
day weekend. For
Christmas break, classes go
until Friday, Dec. 21.
Classes resume on
Wednesday, Jan. 2, 2019.

Afour-day President’s

Day weekend is set for
Feb. 15-18, 2019.

Spring Break will be
scheduled for Marchl14-
18,2019.Easter Break will
be held April 19-22. The
lastday of school ia Friday,

May 31, 2019.
Facility upgrades
School Board

members did not discuss
the proposed courtyard
project to connect all
campus buildings.
Estimates of construction
costs and facility upgrades

vary widely from $1.5
million to more than $6
million.

Board member
Rochelle Sjoberg strongly
suggested that the issue
become a permanent
agendaitem on future board
meetings for discussion to
move forward.

School Superintendent
Kevin Abrahamson
released the results of a staff
survey to assess facility
needs. The proposed court-
yard addition to connect the
buildings received much
support,as well as the con-

struction of an additional
gymnasium.

The anonymous
survey listed such ideas
as:

» Safety for students;

» Improved lunch
cafeteria for students;

> Limited
gym/multi-purpose space
for students during regular
school day;

» Science or art space
in a multipurpose room;

» Coordinated and
centralized location for
support staff, administra-
tion and entrance for stu-
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Christensen, telling him,
“I think it’s offensive that
you are discounting my
opinion and my ability to
vet candidates, and that
perhaps a candidate would
come here and further
change your mind based on
exposure to those candi-
dates.” Christensen
responded, “Others had
stated they were ready to
hire her on the spot, some
time ago, because of that I
felt that if we were going
to open this up for two
months, we were wasting
a lot of time.”

Manick said he
recalled a plan to conduct
abroader search. “The last
time we met as aboard, we
hired Reggie, and then we
discussed a timeline, and
there was kind of a defined
process we were going to
go with and we were
looking at posting in
February,” he said.

Board member
Christine Taylor said that
she thought the process got
condensedintheend.“I’m
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notoffended that you think
our opinions could not
change if we were given
other candidates,” she told
Christensen. “I would
assure you that if we were
to bring people here to
speak with us, my mind
wouldbe open. Idon’t think
it would have been a waste
of time...I recognize
Chris’s concerns,and share
them to some extent.”
Regardless, she added, “I
feel that the district has
locked ourselvesintoa very
good superintendent.”

Engebritson began
working for ISD 2142 in
January, replacing former
Superintendent Steve
Sallee, who left mid-con-
tract for a position in
Rochester.

Engebritson is a long-
time educator and admin-
istrator, having served for
the past ten years as exec-
utive director of the
Northland Learning Center,
a special education coop-
erative with eleven area
independent school dis-
tricts. Engebritson studied
special education and
received her Master’s
degree as well as her
Administrative License
from St. Cloud State
University. She went on to
obtain her Doctor of
Education in Educational
Policy and Administration
from the University of
Minnesota.

Engebritson has
described her management
style as one that focuses on
leadership development for
principals and teachers,
focusing on student-cen-
tered classrooms.

Other husiness

Inher superintendent’s
report, Engebritson updated
the board on the inter-
workings between the 2142
and Mountain Iron-Buhl
school districts. concern-
ing the possibility of sharing
the superintendent position
with MIB.Board members

expressed some confusion
about the actual job descrip-
tion, chain of command,
and the role of agreements
thatare already in place for
the principal and assistant
principal positions. By
adding a superintendent to
the mix, some members
questioned if this was really
becoming a consolidation.

Lastsummer, the board
approved a list of shared
service agreements for the
2017-2018 school year with
MIB, calling for Kristi
Berlintoalso serve as MIB
elementary principal and
curriculum director. The
terms of the agreement
show MIB paying the St.
Louis County Schools 45
percent of the district cost
for salary and benefits, esti-
mated at $58,724.86. Last
fall, the board also approved
a$10,000 one-time shared
stipend agreement between
the district and MIB,
acknowledging Kristi
Berlin for “going above-
and-beyond what was
expected of herinher2017-
2018 role as elementary
school principal and K-12
curriculumdirector forMIB
schools.” Another shared
services agreement calls
for 2142 to provide MIB
administration payroll and
administration of ACA
reporting. In return, MIB
will pay the district $30,600
for the payroll portion and
$5,100 for ACA reporting.
The board also agreed to
provide MIB with a
licensed school nurse’s
services, with MIB paying
the district $10,265.

“I’know Senator Bakk
wants this to happen,”
Engebritsonsaid. “Hesaid
pointblank this is notacon-
solidation. It’s a collabo-
ration.”

MIB hoped to have a
plan in place by March 10
for their board to vote on
the proposal and negotia-
tion package. The 2142
board thought that the plan
would not be in place by
then. Koivisto expressed

e HELP WANTEDO

CONSTRUCTI
MANAGER

Experience and Background
e A commitment to Habitat for Humanity’s mission
* Minimum of four years residential construction experience
* A demonstrated work ethic
* Strong leadership and organizational skills
* Ability to lead & teach volunteers in home construction

Brief Job Description
* Develop a construction plan and budget for the year
e Put out bids for and manage materials & sub-contractors
* Serve as the crew leader for volunteers on site
e Tell the HFH story and teach their way of construction
* Assist in recruiting and training new volunteer building supervisors

Full time, year around position

Salary: $45,000 to $55,000 per year depending on experience. Interested
candidates should email cover letter
and resume to Nathan Thompson

hesitation in sharing the
positions, and didn’t want
the 2142 superintendent
being spread too thin.
Ultimately the board
wanted to see the plan for
an agreement showing a job
description, command
chain, as well as cost and
expense. Member Troy
Swanson said, “In the end
we justneed to see a picture
of what the net benefit will
be to our district.”

In other business, the
board:

» Approved an online
preventative maintenance
work order program at a
prorated cost of $27,244 for
the first year, and $3,660
for the second year.
“SchoolDude” provides a
tracking system for equip-
ment maintenance and
ensuring accountability.
The program generates
small repair work orders.
Grounds and Facilities
Director Tony Buccanero
also noted the work orders
could be handled by a new
assistant, a position he is
developing a job descrip-
tion for.

» Approved capital
roofing projects for NE
Range and Tower-Soudan
schools. The project
involves a partial roof
replacement of the existing
roof at both NE Range and
TS. The projectis estimated
at $1.819 million for NE
Range and $187,849 at
Tower-Soudan. The esti-
mate includes partial
replacement of decking,
and the price could increase
if there is additional “bad
decking” once the roof has
been removed.

» Approved an
employee benefit for after-
school enrichment pro-
grams that are run through
community ed.

» Approved a new
teachers’ contract with
Michelle Phillips.

» Approved an MOU
for Cook Hospital and Care
Center and North Woods
School.

Habitat

' ' ' for Humanity®

Habitat for Humanity is an equal opportunity employer

at habitat@nslchfh.org or mail to
Habitat for Humanity, PO
Box 24, Virginia, MN 55792
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TRAIL...Continued from page 1

tial impact to his hunting
property now that the trail
planners have assured him
they have no intention of
using eminent domain to
obtain easements for the
project.

Bakk said he’s con-
cerned that the trail could
prompt users to lobby for a
halttologging along the cor-
ridor. “We just had a huge
fight over a timber sale off
of Burntside Lake,” Bakk
said, referencing the con-
troversy over a timber
harvest along a portion of
the North Arm ski and hiking
trails. “I don’t want to put

another trail through the
middle of the woods that will
impact timber sales,” he
said.

Bakk noted that the
potential trail corridor
includes a significant
amountof county-managed
forest land, which is one
reason he thinks the county
has been cool to the plan to
date.“Ithinkit’s a pretty sig-
nificant issue,” he said.

“That’s pretty much the
same thing he told us,” said
Carol Booth, one of the
early organizers of the trail
plan. Booth, who retired
fromthe U.S.Forest Service,

said she thinks Sen. Bakk
might be stereotyping bike
trail users as anti-logging.
“I don’t think it’s fair to
assume that,” she said,
noting that local residents,
who are used to timber man-
agement, would likely
provide alotof the trail use.
Booth, who used to explain
the need for timber man-
agement to the public as part
of her former job, said she
thinks logging could be an
educational theme for the
trail. She said many of the
concerns that might arise
over logging along the trail
could be addressed through

vista management, which
was frequently used by the
Forest Service to mitigate
the visual impacts of logging
in high traffic areas.

Bakk said he would
prefer to see trail planners
focus onusing existing road
corridors,suchas Hwys.24
and 115, which would likely
be easier to develop than
trying to push through a trail
closer to the lake.

Booth said she per-
sonally isn’t opposed to
using some road right-of-
ways, where alternatives
aren’t available, but she
said the planning commit-

tee strongly prefers amore
scenic route. “Our first
preference is to look for
willing landowners, and
make it as scenic as possi-
ble off the road. My per-
sonal opinion is we’ll try
that and realize it may not
happen everywhere.”
Booth said the group
has already found some
interest from landowners
around Head-o-Lakes Bay,
which has been encourag-
ing. Getting from there to
the city of Cook,however,
remains somewhat daunt-
ing, given the significant
area of swamp located just

south of the existing
Vermilion Fairways golf
course. Booth said the
group still isn’t sure how
it gets past the wetlands.

Onthe trail’seastend,
the group is currently
focused on a segment from
the city of Tower to the Y
Store, where wetlands are
less of an issue.

With a timeline that
estimates trail completion
at 2037, Booth said
members of the commit-
tee recognize that the trail
is a long-term project that
will present any number of
challenges along the way.
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Edberg named new executiver director at Dorothy Molter Museum

ELY - The Dorothy
Molter Museum has
named Jess Edberg as its
new Executive Director,
taking over for Sarah Guy-
Levar who will be stepping
down March 1. Laurie
Bambas has been hired to
the new position of
Wholesale Manager.

Guy-Levarhas served
as the executive director
since 2007 and has suc-
cessfully led the museum,
reinvigorating it finan-
cially with a thriving craft
root beer production and

DOROTHY...Continued from page 1

Carrie Grobel,
Shorewood, Minn., Aug.
28, 1998

Short, long, casual or
intimate, each story pro-
vides a opportunity to get
to know Dorothy through
the perspective of the
story-teller. A collection of
25 stories, deemed by
museum staff as among
their favorites, were
included in the program for
the Dorothy Molter
Museum’s annual
fundraising dinner last
Friday night at the Grand
Ely Lodge.

In welcoming
remarks, Pam Brunfelt,
president of the Dorothy
Molter Foundation’s
Board of Directors said,
“This remarkable woman
in many ways embodies
all the changes that women
went through in the 20th
century.”

Another story:

“I first met Dorothy,
I'think it was June of 1970.
We were on a [co-ed
youth] canoe trip with the
IsaaK Walton League and
we passed through Knife
Lake and stopped at
Dorothy’s and had a root
beer, signing her book on
June 26.

“Thenagain,in 1971,
we took another trip of just

FIRE...Continued from page 1

however one occupant was
taken to the Ely hospital for
possible smoke inhalation.

The owner of the rental
duplex, Ely City Council
member Paul Kess, said
Monday that a victims’
account has been estab-
lished at the Ely Area Credit
Union to take donations for
the two families. A social
media site has also been
established to accept dona-
tions. Go to www.youcar-

distribution, and publish-
ing abiography of Dorothy
Molter.

She made the decision
to step into a new role at
the museum as a part-time
consultant and senior tour
guide. “I am looking
forward to focusing more
of my time on my passion
for watercolor painting
and having more flexibil-
ity to enjoy living in the
Northwoods with my
family,” she said. “I will
remain a very active
member of the Dorothy

boys only. On that one we
had just 15 on that trip. But
again, it was through Don
Valand on Moose Lake up
through Sucker and of
course up through Knife.
We again stopped at
Dorothy’s and signed her
book again.

“And then in 1974, 1
believe, the wife and 1
took a trip. Just 10 days
prior to our trip, our
youngest son had wiped
on a bicycle and had 10
stitches in his head. The
Doctor, at home at that
time, thought the stitches
should come out in about
7 to 10 days; we told him
we would be in the
Boundary Waters but we
did know a nurse.

“At that point when
we stopped by Dorothy she
took our son over to the
corner of the island and
removed his stiches. We
than went about our way.
At that point she signed
one of her Christmas
letters for him and we still
have it.

“On these trips we
would usually bring
Dorothy fresh fruits and
vegetables and drop them
off. She would be very
happy to receive them.
Our last trip was in 1984
when we visited her and [

Molter family though.”

Guy-Levar and
Edberg worked on a plan
together to ensure a
smooth transition in lead-
ership.

“Appointing Jess was
a clear choice for us,” the
museum’s board president,
Pam Brunfelt, said. “She
has the experience, knowl-
edge of the museum, and
a passion for bringing
Dorothy’s story to the
public.”

Edberg was hired in
April 2014 as the Visitor

Services Manager and will
continue with many of the
same duties. As part of the
transition, a new
Wholesale Manager posi-
tion was created and filled
to absorb the duties held
by Guy-Levar specific to
the brewing, bottling and
distribution of the
Museum’s Isle of Pines
Root Beer product.
Laurie Bambas will
start as the Wholesale
Manager in March to
shadow Guy-Levar in all
things root beer. She is an

Ely resident with ties to
Chicago, Ill., just like
Dorothy Molter, and
brings a wealth of experi-
ence in product distribu-
tion, shipping, retail and
marketing.

Most recently,
Bambas managed store
and e-commerce opera-
tions at Northern Tier High
Adventure Base, where
she oversaw annual retail
sales of over $1 million,
and has 20 years of expe-
rience in ocean export.

-

Jess Edberg

remember bringing sweet
corn atthattime. The wife
and I always stopped and
we would always chat and
drink some of Dorothy’s
world famous root beer.”

Bob and Ann
Engleson, Aug. 13, 1996

After dinner, the
museum’s executive direc-
tor, Sarah Guy-Levar,
introduced a slide show
showing the birth and
growth of the Dorothy
Molter Museum where it
stands today on the east
side of Ely.

The Minnesota
Association of Museums
held their annual confer-
ence in Ely last fall. During
areception at the museum,
a state museum profes-
sional impressed upon
Levar the culmination of
her 11 years as leader of
the fledgling little museum
inEly.““She gushed, ‘Ilove
this place,” and a sudden
feeling of relief followed
by immense pride washed
overme,”’ Levar said as she
choked back tears. “Ilove
this place.”

She continued, “Some
of us have grown to love
this place, this place with
a special mission of fos-
tering the next generation
of Northwoods stewards.”

Levar is stepping

down as executive direc-
tor this spring. (See story
above ) “This place let me
grow as a business woman,
a community member, a
student, and miraculous-
ly as the co-author of a
book thatis now inits third
printing.”

She said it is time for
“some new energy to carry
on with our mission,” as
she announced that Jess
Edberg, current visitor
services manager, will be
taking over the museum’s
leadership role.

Levar pointed to
Butch Diesslin in partic-
ular. “Butch served as my
board president for 10
years and was by my side
through thick and thin and
some very, very hard sit-
uations. I am eternally
grateful for that gift and
your friendship.”

Levar is not com-
pletely leaving the
Dorothy Molter Museum.
“I will be around one day
a week for support,” she
said.“Thave given myself
the title of ‘senior tour
guide,”” she said.

Edberg began
working for the museum
in 2014. She said she was
energized yet apprehen-
sive about her new job with
the museum. She was an
ecology teacher at the
International Wolf Center.
“I could always fall back
on the scientific process
to find answers,” she said.
“Dorothy was a person
who embodied character-
istics and values that we
all aspire to. She repre-
sented a time in Ely’s
history that is still sensi-
tive to talk about.”

Edberg said her
anxiety was replaced with
admiration over time.
“Here was a woman who
throughout her life made
choices that defied social
convention.I feltakinship
with her and she started to
inspire me rather than
intimidate me.”

She thanked Levar for
guiding her into the posi-
tion of new executive
director. “She can create
a sense of family out of a
diverse staff, something |
aspire to. Sarah is leaving

really big shoes to fill. I
dofeel up to the challenge
and I ask for your
patience.”

One last story:

My younger sister
broke out with red measles
while my family was
canoeing. Dorothy said
she wasn’t sure if root
beer would cure them, but
it couldn’t hurt!”

Ann Montgomery,
Plymouth, Minn., July 18,
2013

SIAEOA

54.5 cents per mile
is now the reimbursement

rate for AEOA volunteer
drivers.

Volunteers in the Cook,
Nett Lake and Lake Vermilion
area are needed to drive
persons to medical
appointments and to work.
Must have a valid driver's
license, a dependable
vehicle, insurance, a clean
driving record and pass a
background check.

Contact Martin Lepak
218-410-9755

martin.lepak@aeoa.org

Kess said he believes
the historic house is a total
loss. “That house was
owned by Dr. Shipman and
it was located on Shipman
Island in Shagawa Lake,”
he said.“They moved itinto
town in the 1920s. At that
time, White Street was lit-
erally atthe edge of town.”

A Babbitt firefighter
suffered a wristinjury after
slipping and falling on the
ice.

Firefighters from Ely,
Babbitt and Morse-Fall
Lake were on the scene and
the house was extensively
damaged, according to the
report.

The Minnesota State
Fire Marshal’s Office has
been called in to investi-
gate the fire and the
Northland Chapter of the
American Red Cross is
assisting those displaced by
the fire.

2013 Ford Focus SE

Excellent MPG, satellite radio, Sync, sharp,

local trade. #P160A

SALE $8,488

Spring Into Savings...Before Spring!

L MANY MORE PRE-OWNED VEHICLES TO CHOOSE FROM! J

sunroof, back up sensor. #17EX598

2011 Chevy Cruze LT

Low miles, great gas mileage, leather seats,

$10,988

ing.com for more
information.

“Our daughter, Dana,
her partner Patrick Bishop,
and their three kids lived
in the first-floor apart-
ment,” Kess said. Second
-floor residents included a
couple and a baby.

“The families lost
everything,” Kess said.
“They need clothes, furni-
ture,beds, food. Everything
is gone.”

FREE TAX PREPARATION

THUNDERBIRD MALL IN VIRGINIA
TU(5-8) TH(9-4) SAT(10-1) WALK-INS ONLY
CALL US FOR MORE INFORMATION.

For more info log on to ASKJEAN.NET and

select the “Hot Topics” link, or call
218-365-2424

1704 E Camp St.| PO Box 89 | Ely, MN 55731 | askjean.net

iy !

2013 Honda Accord
EX-L Sedan

Great MPG, heated leather seats,
satellite radio, Bluetooth. #17ED62A

$13,988

2014 Nissan Altima 2.5 SL

Low miles, remote start, heated leather seats,
Bose sound system, satellite radio
#17ED76A

SALE $15,988

ACCOUNTING

i : =4

2013 Toyota Avalon XLE

One owner, low miles, heated leather seats,
Bluetooth and much more! #17TR7A

$17,388

2014 Chevrolet Tahoe
T 4x4

V8, remote start, front/rear heated leather,
power sunroof, backup camera, tow/haul mode,
DVD entertainment system, more! #P178A
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BOYS BASKETBALL

Top Lakeview Christian, Mesabi East to rebound from first loss of the season

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

FIELD TWP —The Grizzlies pol-
ished off their 22nd win of the season
at home on Tuesday as they beat
Lakeview Christian Academy 85-43.
Sophomore forward Trevor Morrison,
who has been improving his numbers all
season, proved the game’s high scorer,
with 24 points.

The Grizzlies never trailed, and
Left: The Grizzlies’ Chase Kleppe
plays tight defense in last
Friday’s game with Mesabi East.

photos by C. Stone

built a 20-point lead by the half. They
outpaced Lakeview 38-16inthe second
half to walk away with the rout.

“It was a very good game for
us defensively,” said North Woods
Head Coach Will Kleppe. “Lakeview
Christian averages 78 points a game
and we held them to 43. I think on the
offensive side Trevor Morrison really
stepped up.”

For the Grizzlies, it was more of
the same formula that’s worked from
Day One, with a full slate of players
contributing offensively. In addition
to Morrison, senior Tate Olson scored
17 points, while junior guard Cade
Goggleye added 10. Senior Brendan

Parson notched nine points, and Darius
Goggleye added eight. Chase Kleppe
and Tanner Lokken added six points
apiece.

Brandon BarBee led Lakeview
with 15 points.

“Overall, it was a good game as
we prepare for tournaments in a couple
weeks,” said Kleppe.

The Grizzlies rebounded after their
Feb.15lossto Virginia,easily defeating
Mesabi East on Friday night, 105-61.
“For the third Class 2A opponent in a
week I was proud of the way the boys
bounced back from Thursday,” said

See GRIZZLIES...pg. 2B

Strong day for Elv Nordic

Girls take sixth at state, boys claim
seventh; Prigge top Ely individual racer

by JAY GREENEY

STATE TOURNAMENT

skiers

less than four seconds behind in

Sports writer

BIWABIK - Both the Ely
girls and boys Nordic ski teams
finished in the top ten at last
week’s state tournament at Giants
Ridge, marking another success-
ful season for the skiers from the
end of the road.

The girls team, which struck
gold in last year’s state tourney,
finished in sixth place, but was
in close competition throughout.

“The girls were only six
points out of third place at the
end,” said Ely Head Coach Paula
Anderson. “The boys finished in
the top half of the field in seventh
place.”

It was an impressive per-
formance considering that Ely
routinely competes against much
larger schools in the Nordic com-
petition, which runs all schools
through a single class.

Ryne Prigge, who led the
girls team all season, took 11th
place overall in the individual
standings, followed closely by
Emma Terwilliger who finished

Sports

the 13th spot. Both were repeat i
all-state award winners.

A healthy Laura Pasmick
stepped up to take 48th while
Evelyn Bercher came in 59th.
Following them was the future
for the girls team as sophomores
Kalyssa Eilrich and Brooke
Pasmick finished 94th and 103rd.
Freshman Julia Schwinghamer
finished 128th in her first state

competition.

FreshmanJasperJohnstonand
sophomore James Schwinghamer
continued to improve all season
and had strong performances at
state, finishing 22nd and 40th.
Johnston’s finish was the best
freshman time in the competi-
tion and was good enough for an
all-state award. Ben Gustafson,
Ethan Hasz, and Elijah Olson, all
seniors, finished 55th, 85th, and
102nd skiing in their final meet.
Sophmore Raif Olson was 111th
and edged out classmate Nate
Nettifee at 113th.

“The girls will bein arebuild-

Above:

Members of the
Ely boys and girls
ski teams.

photos by J. Bianco

Right:

Ely’s Emma
Terwilliger had a
strong outing at
state, finishing

in the 13th spot,
just four seconds
behind Ely’s girls
| leader, Ryne
Prigge.

Left: Freshman
Jasper Johnston

§ was Ely’s top boys
)l finisher, at 22nd.

See NORDIC...pg. 2B

GIRLS BASKETBALL

North Woods holds on to edge I- WOWBS

week

Boys bhall

Friday, Feb. 23
NW at Chisholm,
7:15 p.m.

Ely at South Ridge,
5:45 p.m.

NER at ME, 6 p.m.

Tuesday, Feb. 27
NW hosts Carlton,
7:15 p.m.

Ely at Hibbing,
7:15 p.m.

Friday, March 2

NW hosts Deer River,
7:15p.m

Ely at NER,

6:30 p.m.

Girls hhall

Friday, Feb. 23
NW at Barnum,
7:15 p.m.

Ely at South Ridge,
7:15 p.m.

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

FIELD TWP— It came down to
the wire last Thursday as North Woods
snuck past the Ely girls basketball team,
62-60, before a home crowd that got
everything they paid for. It was as close
as a basketball game can get, with the
teams knotted at 29 at halftime, but in
the end, clutch shooting late in the game
made the difference for the Grizzlies.

“This was a tough game to lose,”
said Ely Head Coach Darren Visser. “The
girls fought really hard to get a 10-point
lead in the second half but in the end the
credit goes to North Woods for hitting
some tough shots and being able to pick

up their defensive pressure.”

Brielle Kallberg had a big night,
pouring in a game-leading 22 points for
the Wolves. Shayla Zaverl was right
behind, with 20. Erika Mattson added
eight points, while Gabi Omerza added
four.

Bria Chiabotti led the way for the
Grizzlies, with 13 points, followed by
Brynn Simpson and Regan Ratai,with 11
points apiece. Kennedy Wardas notched
eight points and Sasha Strong added
seven, while Kate Stone added five and
Alanna Rutchasky added four.

It was critical win for the Grizzlies,

whohave struggled abitinthelate season. The Grizzlies’ Brynn Slmpson reaches over
Ely’s Erika Mattson in a fight for possession.
photo by C. Stone

See GIRLS...pg. 2B

Nighthawks notch first win of the season

by JAY GREENEY

they held on for a 43-38 win over

to improve all season,”

said Leading the way for the

Sports writer

BABBITT - The Lady
Nighthawks notched their first
win of the season this past
Thursday, and just in time for
Parents’ Night. It’s been a tough
season for Northeast Range, but

Nashwauk-Keewatin, which was
2-17 coming in to last week’s
match-up.

Northeast Range had a slim
margin of 21-18 going into half-
time, one of the few times they
had led at the break all season.

“Our offense has continued

Northeast Range Head Coach
Paxton Goodsky. “Our patience
gave us many good opportunities
to score.”

The sizable crowd reacted
enthusiastically to the win, which
came on their penultimate game
of the season.

Nighthawks was junior guard
Shayler Lislegard with 22 points,
including five from outside the
arc. Sophomore Makaya Bodas
added eight points.
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BOYS BASKETBALL

Wolves’ win streak at 13

Top Chisholm; rally for Parents’ Night win over MI-B

by JAY GREENEY

Sports writer

ELY —The Wolves kept a
Parents’ Night crowd happy as they
rallied from an early deficit to beat
Mt.Iron-Buhl on Tuesday. The 81-57
victory extends Ely’s current winning
streak to 13 games.

The Wolves trailed early in the
game after aquick start by the Rangers,
but took the lead for good a few
minutes ahead of the break, thanks to
an outstanding half from junior guard
Pat Vanderbeek.

“We rode Pat’s shooting in the
first half,” said Ely Head Coach Tom
McDonald. Vanderbeek poured in 22
of the team’s 39 points in the opening
half.

“We broke open a close game in
the second half by clamping down on
defense,” added McDonald. “Other
players started to score which allowed
us to pull away.”

For the game, Vanderbeek led all
scorers, with 30 points. Senior guard
Carter Gaulke notched a double-dou-
ble with 15 points and a team-high ten
assists, while Trevor Mattson added
12 points. Blaise Lah was the leading
rebounder with ten.

Ely traveled to Chisholm
last Friday night and dumped the
Bluestreaks, 81-65.

“I thought we played very well
on both ends of the floor,” said
McDonald. “We defended them well
and also shot the ball well.”

A balanced attack on both sides

of the ball is just what teams are
looking for as the playoffs are just
a couple games away. Ely is healthy
and appears ready as the season winds
down.

The Wolves were led on Friday
by Gaulke with 24 points and nine
assists. Vanderbeek added 20 points
while Blaise Lah manhandled the
boards with 21 rebounds to go with
ten points.

Ely,now 18-3, will take its win
streak on the road for the final three
regular season games. On Friday they
will play 8-14 South Ridge, followed
by 16-6 Hibbing on Tuesday.

Left: Ely junior guard Trevor
Mattson goes for a jump shot.
photo by J. Greeney

BOYS BASKETBALL

Virginia hands Grizzlies first loss of the season

e =

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

VIRGINIA — Nobody’s
perfect. Not even the North
Woods boys basketball team,
whose perfect season came to
an end here last Thursday. The
Blue Devils hit the court at a
gallop,combining sharp outside
shooting and their height advan-

Grizzlies top L-BF for second straight win

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

LITTLEFORK— The
Grizzlies girls racked up their
second wininarow on Tuesday,
topping Littlefork-Big Falls

Nighthawks lose close one to Cherry; fall to N-K in a rout

BABBITT —The
Nighthawks struggled against
Nashwauk-Keewatin on
Tuesday,falling to the Spartans
66-20.N-K dominated the first
half, taking a punishing 39-8
lead into the break.

Quintin Pecha led scoring

GRIZZLIES...Continued from page 1B

Head Coach Will Kleppe, ref-
erencing the team’s first loss of
the season to Virginia on Feb.
15. “We shot and passed the
ball well and our defense held
Tyler Baribeau, one of the best

GIRLS...Continued from page 1B

They’ll hope to finish up with
a win in their final regular
season match-up with Barnum

NORDIC...continued from page 1B

ing phase but there is a lot of
young talent that will work
very hard this summer and is
ready to fill those spots,” said
Anderson. “Next year we will
field a competitive boys team
that will be looking for a return
trip to the state meet.”

The girls will lose their top
four finishers at state to grad-
uation and will be looking for
younger skiers to fill their boots.
The boys will lose three seniors
but their top two finishers were
aninth graderand a sophomore,
which bodes well for the team’s
competitiveness over the next
few years.

“We had a good state meet

tage on the boards to run away
from the previously unbeaten
Grizzlies, 77-54.

North Woods Head Coach
Will Kleppe didn’t mince words.
“Virginia played a very good
game and was efficient on both
ends of the court,” he said. “Their
defense made it difficult to get
goodlooks at the basket and they
controlled the boards.”

The Grizzlies managed to
edge Virginia 58-55 in their first
match-up this season, at North
Woods, so there was little doubt
that their Feb. 15 rematch on the
Blue Devils’ home court would
be the Grizzlies’ toughest test so
farthis season. At 18-3, Virginia
is one of the dominant teams
in Class 2A, and their height
advantage certainly helped them

GIRLS BASKETBALL

against the single A Grizzlies.
The Blue Devils grabbed the lead
from the start and never trailed
as they kept North Woods’ top
scorers mostly in check.

Junior guard Cade Goggleye
led the Grizzlies with 14 points,
while sophomore center Trevor
Morrison tallied ten, as the only
other North Woods player to
reach double digits. Morrison

was in foul trouble early, which
limited his playing to some
degree.

Alsoscoring forthe Grizzlies
were Tate Olson and Brendan
Parson, with eight points apiece,
Chase Kleppe with seven, and
Travis Lokken with five. Darius
Goggleye added two.

Nathan Fink led the way for
the Blue Devils, with 19 points.

COLLEGE

70-61. It was strong night for
the Grizzlies, as they slowly
extended their lead throughout
the first half. They led 29-21
by the break, and held steady
with the Vikings throughout
the second half.

Bria Chiabotti had a huge
night, with 25 points, includ-
ing three from outside the
arc. Kate Stone added nine
points, while Brynn Simpson
and Regan Ratai added eight
points apiece. Sasha Strong and

BOYS BASKETBALL

for the Nighthawks, with nine
points,including a three-point-
er. Brett Rosendahl added
seven, including two treys,
while Ty Fabish connected for
four points.

The Nighthawks nearly
notched their second win of

the season against Cherry last
Friday, falling 39-35 to the
2-20 Tigers.

Brett Rosendahl had his
biggest performance of the
season,pouring in a game-high
18 points for the Nighthawks.
Quintin Pecha added six,

Hanna Sandberg each added
five points.

The winevens the Grizzlies
record at 9-9 on the season as
they were set to play their final
regular season game on Friday,
at Barnum.

Austin Erickson and Dillon
Gorsma added four apiece, and
Ty Fabish added two.

The Nighthawks were set
to face Mesabi East on Friday
before wrapping up the regular
seasonon Tuesday,againstEly.

around, to four points. And
Cade had an excellent game.”

Indeed, junior guard Cade
Goggleye poured in 39 points
and added ten assists for a
double-double,along with three

steals. Senior Tate Olson had
a good night as well, with 13
points, five boards and as many
assists. Trevor Morrison added
nine points and six rebounds,
while Brendan Parson and

Dylan Chiabotti added eight
points apiece. T.J.Chiabotti and
Darius Goggleye each added
six points, while Chase Kleppe
and Isaiah Squires added five
points apiece.

on Friday.
Ely will be looking to pad
its win count as well, with the

playoffs getting underway next
week. “We need to focus and
work hard to get as many wins

as possible before the end of the
week to help secure our seed
for the playoffs,” said Visser.

with the usual mix of results,”
said Anderson. “Overall it was
a good, solid day at state and
many of them will be back next
year to go for it again.”

INDIVIDUAL ELY GIRLS
PLACE NAME TOTAL
11. Ryne Prigge 34:29.1

13.  EmmaTerwilliger 34:33.0

48.  Laura Pasmick 36:55.0
59. EvelynBercher  37:18.6
94. Kalyssa Eilrich 38:56.4
103. Brooke Pasmick 39:19.4
128. J.Schwinghamer 41:05.8
INDIVIDUAL ELY BOYS

PLACE NAME TOTAL
22.  JasperJohnston  30:56.7

40. J.Schwinghamer 31:39.6
55.  Ben Gustafson 32:07.9

85. Ethan Hasz 32:57.8
102. Elijah Olson 33:324
111. Raif Olson 33:54.2
113. Nate Nettifee 33:58.5
GIRLS TEAM RESULTS

1. Stillwater 414

2. Forest Lake 407

3. Robinsdale Armstrong 372
4. Duluth East 369

5. Minneapolis Southwest 368
6. Ely 366

7. St. Paul Highland Park 338
8. Wayzata 327

9. Edina 304

10. Andover 291

11. Eastview 233

12. Winona-Winona Cotter 230
13. Mora 216

14. Bemidji 206

15. Alexandria Area 175

16. Minneapolis South 94

BOYS TEAM RESULTS

1. Wayzata 384

2. Stillwater 382

3. Forest Lake 377

4. Minneapolis Southwest 366
5. St. Cloud Cathedral-Sartell 350
6. Robinsdale Armstrong 325
7.Ely 324

8. Grand Rapids 288

9. Little Falls 285

10. Mora 279

11. St. Paul Highland Park 269
12. Blaine 268

13. Prior Lake 249

14. Eden Prairie 223

15. Burnsville 204

16. Minnehaha Academy 163

[ronmen
still in the
hunt for
conference
Crown

by JAY GREENEY
Sports writer

ELY— A strong second half
lifted the Ironmen to a 94-76 win
over Hibbing on Saturday. The
Ironmen were coming off a big
victory over conference-leading
Rainy River the previous night and
needed a win to stay in contention
for the conference crown.

The two teams were knotted at
the break, but Vermilion stepped
up its defense and continued its
hot shooting to pull away in the
second half. The Ironmen forced
Hibbing into 23 turnovers and
nabbed 16 steals.

It was VCC’s second win over
the Cardinals this season, and left
them just one game behind Rainy
River with two conference games
remaining.

The Ironmen were led by
Demetrice Mitchell with 28 points
and ten rebounds. Noel Mshihiri
and Marquail Johnson were both
perfect from inside the arc, com-
pleting a combined 13 shots in as
many attempts. Johnson tied for the
team lead with ten assists.

VCC needed a win on Friday
night against conference leader
Rainy River to stay within strik-
ing range of the conference title.
Vermilion wentinto halftime down
three points as the crown seemed to
be slipping away. But a big second
half by the Ironmen pulled out the
victory 89-80.

The Ironmen were led on
offense by Bradlee Lewis with 23
points while Noel Mshihiri had
18 points to go with ten rebounds.
Denario Jackson notched another
double double with 14 points
and a game-high 12 assists while
Demetrice Mitchell cleaned up the
boards with team high 16.

CENTER OF THE
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Minnesota's
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Find out more at
AmericanExperiment.org

Life Alert
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alone '
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E, Suite 204 « Ely MN 55731
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by JODI SUMMIT

Tower-Soudan Editor

GREENWOOD TWP-
It took several months, but
Greenwood Township has
cleared up alongstanding request
from former fire chief Scott
Kregness to have an adjustment
made to his PERA pension,
adding in one additional service
year (2014), as well as making
sure the township had reimbursed
him for on-call pay for calls he
had responded to in Greenwood
during that same year.

Chairman John Bassing, at
the Feb. 13 meeting, said that all
PERA needed to make the cor-
rection was a signed statement
from the township’s fire chief,
Dave Fazio.

Fazio has disputed the eli-
gibility of Kregness during that
time period.

“I can’t find the mistake,”
Fazio said. “So I can’t write it.”

Bassing produced township
documents, including certified
letters, with the pertinent infor-
mation. He noted that when the
town board hired Kregness as

GREENWOOD TOWNSHIP

Greenwood clears up disputed FD pension issue

chief in 2010, they were aware
that Kregness was often out of
the area for his job with FEMA,
so the fact that he missed local
meetings and trainings was not
at issue.

“The bylaws at that time
allowed for excused absences
due to employment as well as
temporary absences.” Bassing
also noted that training done
outside of the fire department
could be counted as part of
service credits.

He noted that Kregness
had provided the township with
documentation of over 70 hours
of training he had completed in
2014. Bassing noted that this
information had been sent to the
township clerk and fire depart-
ment administrative assistant
in 2014.

Bassing said he had given
Fazio a copy of the letter needed
to send to PERA, but Fazio said
he could not submit it.

“There are alot of unknowns
in my mind,” Fazio said.

Bassing reported that as of
Feb. 16, the PERA issue had
been settled and Kregness was

receiving the proper amount of
pension for his service to the
township. The town board sent
in the necessary paperwork, he
said.

In other business the board:

> Heard that Supervisor
Mike Ralston will be meeting
with Commissioner Tom
Rukavina, along with repre-
sentatives from the Penguins
Snowmobile Club and St. Louis
County Land Department to
discuss options for purchase of
land for the planned snowmobile
club maintenance building.

> Declined to act on a rec-
ommendation from Ralston to
solicit quotes from area contrac-
tors for a preferred vendor list
fortownship maintenance needs.
The town board will consider
the request again next month.
Ralston said this would give the
township a list of professionals
to call when problems arise, and
also have a set rate for any work
that needs to be done.

> Approved a grant appli-

cation from the township’s
recreation committee to raise
funds for improvements to the
bocce ball courts. The project
would be done with no cost to
the township. The project would
include improving drainage,and
giving the courts a better surface.

> Heard that volunteers
Mary and Mike Richard have
been working on the township
inventory, have cleaned and
arrange the township garage by
the town hall,and have organized
the township’s medical loan
township. The township donated
excess equipment to a veterans
organization in Hibbing. The
loan closet items are now all on
the main floor. Anyone needed
to borrow equipment can contact
clerk Sue Drobac at 218-753-
2231, during clerk office hours.

>Heard concerns from Dave
Seppelt,that Sen. Tom Bakk may
attempt to pursue the annexation
of Greenwood Township into the
Cook-Orr Healthcare District,
without township approval.

> Heard that St. Louis
County will be charging $975/
per mile/per year for the snow-

plowing work they do on the two
township-owned roads.

> Voted to purchase a new
voting machine, at a cost of
$5,375, minus a $400 trade-in for
the old machine. The township
has received a $1,858 grant to
help cover some of the cost.

> Accepted multiple dona-
tions to the fire department in
memory of Darryl Horsman and
Jodi Ferguson.

> Approved hiring Heisel
Brothers to do repairs on a
furnace motor in the fire hall.

> Approved the hiring of
Krystal Strong as a new fire
fighter and EMS. Strong is a
nurse. Discussion was held on
the township’s policy for doing
background checks onnew hired.

> Approved having fire
department members attend an
officer school instructor training.
The class costs are covered under
a training grant the department
receives each year, but the town-
ship would be responsible for
mileage costs forthose attending.

Lewis E. Bystrom

Lewis “Bud” Everett
Bystrom, 81, of Crane
Lake, passed away on
Monday, Feb. 12, 2018,
at St. Luke’s Hospital in
Duluth in the loving pres-
ence of his wife Charlotte,
family, and beloved dog
Jet. A Celebration of Life
event is being planned for
June. The family would
like to express thanks and
sincere gratitude to those
who work on the hospice
ward (2 West) at St.Luke’s
Hospital. Their excellent
care,compassion,and pro-
fessionalism were greatly
appreciated.

Bud was born on Feb.
26,1936, in Cook. In first
grade,Bud wrote Charlotte
a letter stating that he
would marry her one day.
They were married right
after high school. In their

El Zagal Shrine Temple
in 1991. He was an avid
hunter and fisherman,
something he instilled
upon his children. In
2000, Bud and Charlotte
retired to Crane Lake,
on the Canadian border,
a place where they had
spentnearly every summer
of their lives together. He
enjoyed spending time
with his many grandchil-
dren and great-grandchil-
dren at their lake home.

Budis survived by his
wife of 63 years,Charlotte;
children, Brian (Ronda)
Bystrom, Brad (Tonja
Rolfson) Bystrom, Brent
(Laurie) Bystrom, Brenda
(Jerry) Pohlman and Beth
(Sheldon) Sokoloski; eight
grandchildren; and nine
great-grandchildren.

He was preceded in
death by parents, Everette
and Helen; brother, Byron
Bystrom; and daughter,
Cindy Bystrom.

I See You’ve Traveled
Some

Wherever you may
chance to be

Wherever you may
roam,

Far away in foreign
lands

Or just at Home,

It makes your heart
strings hum

Just to hear the words
of cheer,

“Iseeyou’ve traveled
some.”

And when your final
SUMMONS comes

Totakealastlong trip,

Adorned with
Lambskin Apron white

And gems of fellow-
ship,

The Tiler at the
Golden Gate

With square and rule
and plumb

Will size up your
deeds and say, “Walk in,

I see you’ve traveled
some.”

Gregory

Laakkonen

Gregory Laakkonen,
58, of Orr, passed away
onMonday,Feb.19,2018.

APARTMENTS FOR RENT

Vermilion Housing Corporation
currently is taking applications for
1 and 2 bedroom apartments in
Tower and Soudan.

There will be no service
per Greg’s desire.

He was born on Feb.
18, 1960, in Virginia.
Greg loved the Minnesota
Vikings, the Wild and the
Twins. He was a great fan.

He is survived by his
parents, Jesse and Judy
of Ranier; brother, Curt
(Wendy) of Orr; niece,
Cassie of St. Paul; and
great-niece, Fae of St.
Paul.

Stephan R.
Schally

Stephan Raymond
“Ray” Schally, 80, of Ely,
passed away on Saturday,
Feb. 17, 2018, at the
Boundary Waters Care
Center in Ely. No formal
services will be held.
Family arrangements have
been entrusted to Kerntz
Funeral Home of Ely.

He is survived by his
wife of 61 years, Janet;

daughter, Stephanie Marie
(David); son, Christopher
Lee (Michelle); brother;
David O.(Sheila) Schally;
nephew and niece, Daniel
and Jennifer Schally; and
the loves of his life, grand-
children Maximillian,
Jacob and Nathan.

Sally Davidson
Sally Davidson, 102,
of Ely, passed away on
Wednesday,Feb. 14,2018,
at the Boundary Waters
Care Center. She will be
buried in the Fort Snelling
Memorial Cemetery in
Minneapolis alongside
her late husband Quinn
Davidson. Memorial
service to be determined.
Family arrangements have
been entrusted to Kerntz
Funeral Home of Ely.
She is survived by
her son, Tom Morris of
San Diego, Calif.; grand-
sons, Thomas and Erik
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Morris of Arizona; and
five great-grandchildren.

Marvin Jonas Sr.

Marvin Jonas Sr.,
of Ely, passed away on
Tuesday,Feb. 13,2018, at
the Virginia Care Center.
Funeral services were held
on Saturday, Feb. 17 at
First Lutheran Church in
Ely with Military Honors
provided by the Ely Honor
Guard. Family arrange-
ments were entrusted to
Kerntz Funeral Home of
Ely.

He is survived by
three sons, Peter (Faith),
Marvin Jr. (Paula) and
Charlie (Patsy); seven
grandchildren; and eight
great-grandchildren.

..‘ D

early years together, Bud Sweet Home,
worked for Minntac and It always gives you
later as a construction pleasure,

contractor for the military,
traveling to Greenland and
Vietnam. For most of his
career, Bud was a carpen-
try instructor at Moorhead
Technical College where
he taught the trade to many
of the area contractors. He
was a man of many talents
and was always willing to
share. He was a lifelong
member of the Masons,
becoming Potentate at

HIBBING

Nz
£ED

262-3049 ..

Wood Gasification b
A VapeisRire

The World’s #1 Hot Air Woodburning Furnace!

Tested by EPA Certified
Lab-Intertek Testing
(Madison, WI)

45 gr/hr. emissions
99.4% comb. eff.
99% smokeless burns

* Save Wood
* Save Money (%)

* Enjoy BurningWood Safely
* Protect Your Home & Family TAX CREDIT
¢ Enhance Our Environment ELIGIBLE!
¢ 8-12 Hours Useful Heat Per Load

Lamppa Mfg., Inc.
1-800-358-2049

email: lampmfg@gmail.com * www.lamppakuuma.com

RENT SUBSIDY AVAILABLE
CALL 218-753-6111
Please leave your name and address
and application form will be sent.
&

EOUAL HOUSING
vvvvvvvvvvv

WORKSHOP NOTICGE

Government Contracts:
Where’s the Work and How Do I Get It?

Dates and Locations:

Wednesday, March 28 « 1 PM to 4:30 PM
Kawishiwi Ranger Station
1393 MN Hwy 169 * Ely, MN 55731

Description: For new and experienced contractors,
both loggers and landscape/tree service businesses.
Get help deciphering the government contract
bidding process, learn about current and future
hand and mechanical work projects on public and
private lands, and discuss challenges you face.
Qualifies for 3 hours of Minnesota Logger Education
Program credit. You must find another 3 hour
MLEP class to complete your 6 hours of training
for the year. Please register by March 21 at
gjerickson@frontiernet.net or call 218-365-0878.

AFIRE
WISE &

e ML N N B S O 1A

WASHINGTON ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
Orange & Grapefruit Sale

California Oranges and Texas Grapefruit - $30 for 20 Ib. Cases

«Orders taken online-
Go to Washington Elementary Home
web page or
Washington Elementary n
Playground Facebook Page

ORDER BY MARCH 2nd -
FRUIT WILL BE DELIVERED
LAST 2 WEEKS IN MARCH

NORTHERN COMMUNITY RADIO
KAXE 91.7 FM Grand Rapids

89.9 FM Brainerd
KBXE 90.5 FM Bagley/Bemidji
Independent, nonprofit community radio
serving Northern Minnesota

NOW BROADCASTING IN ELY
103.9 FM
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Our lives in the

Ors Northwoods

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

ELY — For half a century,
wolf researchers working just
east of Ely have used leghold
traps and radio-collaring to
track, count, and assess the
health and behavior of the wolf
population in a 2,000-square
kilometer study area.

But now, Dr. Shannon
Barber-Meyer is working to
change that,and she’s asking for
help from the public to make it
happen. Barber-Meyer outlined
heridealast week to the Ely Field
Naturalists during a presenta-
tion at Vermilion Community
College.

Barber-Meyer’s concept
is all part of a growing trend
in the field of wildlife research
to move away from the more
invasive methods that research-
ers have used for decades. For
years, researchers studying
larger animals have relied on
capturing wild animals, often
through the use of anesthetizing
drugs, to gather data on their
subjects. In the case of wolves

RESEARCH

A new approach
to wolf research

Dr. Barber-Meyer will try non-invasive methods

in the Superior National Forest,
which have been the subject
of Dr. David Mech’s research
since the 1960s, researchers
have relied on leghold traps
and tranquilizers, which have
allowed them to gather blood
and other tissue samples, and fit
their subjects withradio collars.

But Barber-Meyer said the
younger generation of research-

There is some
skepticism about
whether this
can work.

Dr. Shannon Barber -Meyer

ers is increasingly looking for
less invasive methods that elim-
inate the stress, and sometimes
the deaths, of the animals they
study.

Barber-Meyer works under
the supervision of Dr. Mech,
who at 81 is still very active in
wolf research. Barber-Meyer
said Dr. Mech was initially
skeptical when she proposed

ol Camnius
Araa

Dr. Shannon Barber-Meyer talks about her work on the
ongoing wolf-deer study east of Ely. She spoke to the
Ely Field Naturalists last week.

M. Helmberger

to continue the wolf research
without the use of traps and radio
collars,but thathe was willing to
consideritonce she had outlined
her proposal in detail.

Instead of the traditional
methods, Barber-Meyer wants
to deploy technologies that
weren’t available in the past,
like DNA analysis, and engage
the public in helping her track
the movements of wolves within
her study area, which is cen-
tered on the eastern end of the
Fernberg Road. By using record-
ed observations by the public,
trail cameras, snow tracking,
and by collecting scat for DNA
analysis, Barber-Meyer hopes
to be able to keep tabs on the

movements and numbers of
wolves in the study area.

Foritall to work,she’llneed
help from folks like the Ely Field
Naturalists, who spend time in
her study area and pay attention
to what’s going around them.
“We’re asking for input from
people who justhappen to be out
there anyway,” she said.

It’s an ambitious undertak-
ing,and Barber-Meyer acknowl-
edges that something like it
really hasn’t been done before.
“There is some skepticism about
whether this can work,” she said.

Her new approach won’t
really get underway until next

See STUDY. ...pg. 5B
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by MARSHALL HELMBERGER

Managing Editor

MOOSE IN MINNESOTA

Moose numbers remain stable

Left:

A small
herd of
moose
makes

its way
through
heavy
timber

on one of
the plots
surveyed
as part of
the DNR’s
annual
moose
population
estimate.

Courtesy
MNDNR

Yet still no sign of a population rebound

REGIONAL- It appears that moose
numbers have stabilized in northeastern
Minnesota, but still show no sign of
recovery from declines experienced from
2006-2013.

“While the population appears stable,
low numbers of moose are still a major
concern for the DNR,” said DNR
Commissioner Tom Landwehr. “We con-
tinue to pursue the best science, research
and management tools available to us to
help Minnesota’s moose.”

The 2018 aerial moose survey estimat-
ed 3,030 moose in northeastern Minnesota.
That’s lower than last year’s estimate of
3,710 moose, but DNR researchers point
out that natural variation inherent in such
surveys makes the difference from last year
statistically insignificant. Researchers note
that they will never see and count all of the
moose across the 6,000-square mile survey
area, which means the survey number is
always on a statistical model, rather than
a hard count. Statistically, the DNR is 90
percent certain that the population is some-
where between 4,140 and 2,320 moose.

This year’s result showed no major
change in the closely-watched calf-to-cow

ratio, which is an indicator of reproductive
success. This year’s ratio of 0.37 calves
per cow is similar to the ratio the last few
years,butis somewhathigher than the ratios
seen during the most dramatic decline in
the moose population, when barely one in
four cows had a surviving calf during the
annual January survey.

“The stability of moose numbers in
recent years provides a reason for some
optimism — after all, we’re not facing a sig-
nificant decline,” said Glenn DelGiudice,
DNR moose and deer project leader. “But
this year’s results would be more palatable
had they reflected the beginning of a turn-
around in the population trend.”

This year’s survey also recorded 1.25
bulls for every cow spotted by researchers,
arelatively high discrepancy. Generally, a
species like moose tends to have slightly
more females than males. Over the past
ten years the bull-to-cow ratio has ranged
from 0.64 to 1.25.

Reproductive success and adult surviv-
al have the greatest impact on the moose
population over time.

“Our field research has shown that
annual pregnancy rates of adult females

in this population have been robust,”
DelGiudice said. “But it is a challenge to
maintain a high number of adult females
that can become pregnant, produce calves
and rear them to one year of age.”

Survey results also indicate that calf
survival to January has been relatively
stable, but consistently low. Field studies
have indicated that it is even lower by
spring, translating to low numbers of
moose calves living through their first year.
Importantly,the DNR’s detailed investiga-
tions have shown that wolf predation has
consistently accounted for about two-thirds
of the calf mortality compared to one-third
of the adult mortality.

Annual aerial moose surveys have
been conducted each year since 1960 in
the northeast. Adjustments were made in
2005 to make the survey more accurate and
annual results more comparable.

This year’s survey involved flying in
52 survey plots distributed across north-
eastern Minnesota’s moose range from
Jan.3 to Jan. 13. The Fond du Lac Band of
Lake Superior Chippewa and 1854 Treaty
Authority contributed funding and provid-
ed personnel for the annual moose survey.

RECREATION

Trail funding
approved for
Superior NF

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

REGIONAL —The
Superior National Forest is
one of 15 priority areas across
the country to receive federal
funds for trail maintenance,
according to an announce-
ment made late last week by
U.S. Secretary of Agriculture
Sonny Perdue.

Nationwide, the propos-
al calls for $300 million to
address a trail maintenance
backlog on national forests
and grasslands. Officials on
the Superior say they don’t
know yet how much funding
they’re likely to receive. “We
are very appreciative of any
additional resources to help
with maintaining trails for
safe public use and enjoy-
ment,” said spokesperson Kris
Reichenbach.

A press statement issued
by the USDA cites the series
of major windstorms that have
struck the Superior in recent
years, which have left large
segments of trails impassable.

Focused trail work in
these priority areas, bolstered
by partners and volunteers,
is expected to help address
needed infrastructure work
so that trails managed by the
Forest Service can be accessed
and safely enjoyed by a wide
variety of trails enthusiasts.
About 25 percent of Forest
Service trails currently meet
those standards while the
condition of other trails lags
behind.

See TRAILS...pg. 5B

Ely area

Lake trout continue to
captivate anglers’ attention
on Burntside and Snowbank
lakes. A good number of
trout have been taken from
both in recent weeks, and the
action should continue right on
through the end of the season
on April 1.

Most successful anglers
have been bringing fish out
of the holes by active jigging,
whether it be spoons like
Slender Spoons PK’s Flutter
Fishor Tinglers and Tumblers,
and soft plastic jigging lures
such as tubes from Gitzit and
Berkley, or other soft paddle
tail baits. These are active
presentations where one must
keep the bait moving, and
work the water column from
bottom to top, with some fish
chasing the baits from the very
bottom in fifty feet or so, all
the way up to just below the
ice. For the more laid back
angler, a frozen smelt or live,
small, sucker fished right on
the bottom under a tip-up or
dead stick seems to be doing
the trick.

Crappie anglers are now
taking to the ice as well, as
temperatures become more
moderate. The weather is
important, as anglers should
stay mobile when fishing
crappies, as the schools tend to
move around more at this time
of season rather than holding
in one spot that can be fished
from a portable or permanent
ice shack. Small jigs tipped
with minnow heads or waxies
have been working well.

Courtesy Babe’s Bait at
Ely’s west entrance
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Kah-Nam area

With the recent 12
inches plus of new snow,
the trails are being groomed
and are in premier shape.
If you can get up here, the
next couple weeks should
be awesome riding around
the entire area. Always
check with the Park Service

jumbo perch on Kab and
the fishing can be fast and
furious! And don’t forget
about our great crappie
fishing. Rumor has it they
are biting but you need to
explorealittle to find them.
Generally the area around
Ash River is a great place
to start.

LAKE COUNTRY FORECAST mm

Monday

.27 10

Snowmobiling and
fishing aren’t the only
activities to take advantage
of in Voyageurs National
Park right now. Snow-

and local snowmobile
clubs for the latest con-
ditions.

On to fishing...... the
walleye bite has slowed

Friday Saturday Sunday

* ok Hog K §
Ely Hi Lo Prec.Sn. Emb. Hi Lo Prec.Sn. Cook Hi Lo Prec.Sn. Orfr Hi
0212 14 -13 0.00 02/12 10 -25 0.00 0212 12 -17 0.02 0.2 0212 3
0213 8 -16 001 01" 0213 16 -10 0.01 0.1 0243 5 -18 0.02 0.2 02113 27
0214 28 7 0.00 0214 2 -22 0.00 0214 26 4 0.00 02/14 46
02/15 47 16 0.00 02/15 25 -23 0.00 0215 45 16 0.00 02/15 28
02/16 28 -11 0.00 02/16 41 13 0.00 02/16 25 -14 0.00 02/16 18
0217 20 -10 0.00 02/17 24 2 0.00 0217 17 -11 0.00 02117 25
02/18 27 1 0.00 02/18 15 -12 0.00 0218 24 0 0.00 02/18 16
Totals 0.75 40.3" Totals 0.73 414" Totals 094 50.5” Totals

some but with the warmer
weather coming through
the weekend we should
wrap up the walleye and
pike season with a bang.
Right now, 30-34 ft. over
mud seems to be produc-
ing the best. Casey from
Reef Runner Rentals and
Voyageur Park Lodge is
starting to move his houses
onto the mud in preparation
for what should be a fantas-
tic late-season perch bite.
We have some monster

shoeing, cross country
skiing, the park service
sledding hill and skating
rink are just a few things
to keep you busy in our
winter wonderland. We
also have winter camping
for the brave ones!

It is absolutely beau-
tiful out there right now.
Load up the bus and come
visit us in God’s country!

Courtesy Gateway
General Store, Lake
Kabetogama

STUDY...cContinued from page 4B ———

winter, she said, since
winter is the best time
to keep tabs on wolves
through their tracks and
scat. “We’ll be asking
people to start helping
out next January through
March,” said Barber-
Meyer.

In the meantime, she
said she’ll be reaching
out to ice fishing and dog-
sledding guides, skiers,
members of the field nat-
uralists, and others who
travel in the study area
during winter, to let them
know what kind of infor-
mation she’s looking for.

Mostly,shesaid,she’s
seeking wolf scat and
information on verified
wolftracks,and actual wolf
sightings.Inevery case,she
said, she’ll need dates and
as precise alocation as pos-
sible. By piecing all of the
datatogether frommultiple

sources, she’s hopeful she
can gain as clear a picture
of wolf numbers and wolf
activity in the study area
as is possible through the
current methods. While the
new approach may allow
Barber-Meyer to obtain
much of the information
that’s currently gathered
in less intrusive ways, she
acknowledges that some
data likely will be missed.
“There are a slew of things
you can’t get without
capture methods,” she said,
including blood samples,
precise movement infor-
mation, and cause of death
data.

“If this works, we
wouldn’t be trapping in
the summer [of 2019],”
she said. “If it doesn’t
work, we’ll suspend the
idea and go back to our old
methods.”

SIX MONTH SMILES

Straight Teeth. Less Time

Call Today To Schedule
A Consult

Call now to reserve your
time and talk about
short-time orthodontics

(218) 365-3565

40N 15t Ave £ 25, Ely

3 ELY
FAMILY
DENTAL

Crvstal Chogp. DS

TRAILS...cContinued from page 4B

“The trail maintenance backlog
was years in the making,” said
Perdue, “with a combination of
factors contributing to the problem,
including an outdated funding
mechanism that routinely borrows
money from programs, such as
trails, to combat ongoing wildfires.

“This borrowing from within
the agency interferes with other
vital work, including ensuring that
our more than 158,000 miles of
well-loved trails provide access to

from NOAA weather
Tuesday

wythdls

»

29 1

Lo Prec. Sn. Tower Hi Lo Prec. Sn.
-18 0.00 02/12 13 -18 0.00
-6 0.00 0213 5 -20 0.00
14 0.00 0214 27 5 0.00
-4 0.00 02/15 47 13 0.00
-15 0.00 02/16 27 -14 0.00
10 0.00 02117 20 -14 0.00
-2 0.00 02/18 24 -2 0.00
NA Totals 0.80 37.5"

public lands, do not harm natural
resources, and, most importantly,
provide safe passage for our users.”

Federal officials are also
stressing partnerships with other
organizations. “Our communities,
volunteers and partners know that
trails play an important role in the
health of local economies and of
millions of people nationwide,
which means the enormity of our
trail maintenance backlog must be
adequately addressed now,” said

Forest Service Chief Tony Tooke.
“The agency has a commitment to
be a good neighbor, recognizing
that people and communities rely
on these trails to connect with each
other and with nature.”

Eachyear, more than 84 million
people get outside to explore trails
across national forests and visits
to these places help to generate
143,000 jobs annually through the
recreation economy and more than
$9 million in visitor spending.

WITH OVER 900 NEW & USED CARS AND TRUCKS IN STOCK

— iEMLC BUICK

Hibbing, MN

218-263-7578 - 800-894-7579
www.rangergm.com

90# Fast Shevidan 5L = Ely, MN 55731

Trophies and cash prizes
Racing starts at 10 am

SATURDAY MARCH 3RD:
@ 1,000 feet of shaved ice with

timing lights
& (ombined $1000 in top

speed payouts Ist, 2nd
& 3rd places

@ 5200 Pro stock 1000
challenge sponsored by
Mohawk Salvage

@ 5300 Non-Traction
World Championship §
shoot out (no studs) 4
sponsored by (SE
Racing

& $50 120cc Hot Shot

top speed
payout sponsored by Voyagaire Lodge

GRAND RAPIDS EZ3

AT f'ﬁ B e

218-327-2201 » 800-542-3325
www.grandrapidsgm.com

NSSR and ISR style classes

Registration opens at 8 am
Award ceremonies at Voyagaire Lodge

SUNDAY MARCH 4TH:

FIRST ANNUAL SUNDAY
DRAG RACING

@ Side-by-Side racing over
660-foot shaved ice track

& 35 classes including an
Outlaw Shootout

@ 5250 Pro Stock 1000
Challenge sponsored by
Floor Squad

@ Porta-Tree timing system
@ 2000 feet of shaved shut down ice

Ely Memorial, International Falls, Mt. lron-Buhl,

Featuring the High School Choral Students from
Silver Bay, and Vermilion Country School

Special performances by our guest artists

from the UMD Vocal Music Department:
Alice Pierce, Elias Mokole, and Rachel Inselman
& Mesabi Symphony Orchestra Cellist ~ Bryon Klimek

Guest Conductor
E B Dethe | O]sog

March 2, 2018 7:00 p.m.

HE “a,lg:‘r: ':‘ires Washington Auditorium
Trus Ely Memorial High School

Beat the Crane Lake Challenge top speed of 177.37
to win an additional $500 bonus
HOT FOOD AND DRINK SPECIALS AVAILABLE ON THE ICE

SPONSORED IN PART BY
4 Sports = "b

Voyagaire 4(&
LodgeZHglseboats =
SO IV THE FUN AT THE BRAND NEW VOVAGAIRE LODGE/
Voyagaire Lodge - 800-882-6287

THE “END OF THE ROAD’ IN DOWNTOWN CRANE LAKE
voyagaire.com ¢ visitcranelake.com

MORE RACE INFORMATION AND RESULTS POSTED A7 www.voyagaire.com/blog
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PUBLIC NOTICES

BREITUNG TOWNSHIP
NOTICE OF ANNUAL MEETING
AND ELECTION OF OFFICERS

Notice is hereby given to the qualified voters
of Breitung Township, County of St. Louis,
and State of Minnesota, that the Annual
Election of Town Officers and Annual Town
Meeting will be held on Tuesday, March 13,
2018.

In case of inclement weather, the
election and meeting will be postponed
until Tuesday, March 20, 2018.

The election poll hours will be from
10:00 a.m. — 8:00 p.m.
at which time the voters will elect by ballot:
One Supervisor for a term of 3 years
One Clerk for a term of 2 years

The Board of Canvass will meet
following the Election.

The Annual Meeting will commence
following the Board of Canvass to conduct
all necessary business prescribed by law.

The Annual Election and Meetings will be
held at the Breitung Town Hall.

Valeda McDonald, Town Clerk,
Breitung Township

Published in the Timberjay, Feb. 23 & March 2, 2018

EAGLES NEST TOWNSHIP
NOTICE OF ANNUAL MEETING

Notice is hereby given to the qualified voters
of Eagles Township, County of St. Louis,
State of Minnesota, that the Annual Town
Meeting will be held on Tuesday, March
13, 2018, at 7:00 p.m. at the Eagles Nest
Town Hall. In case of inclement weather, the
Meeting may be postponed until Tuesday,
March 20, 2018.

Deb Siverhus, Town Clerk

Published in the Timberjay, Feb. 23 & March 2, 2018

VERMILION LAKE TOWNSHIP
NOTICE OF ANNUAL MEETING
AND ELECTION OF OFFICERS

Notice is hereby given to the qualified vot-
ers of Vermilion Lake Township, County
of St. Louis, and State of Minnesota, that
the Annual Election of Town Officers and
Annual Town Meeting will be held on
Tuesday, March 13, 2018.

In case of inclement weather, the elec-
tion and meeting will be postponed until
Tuesday, March 20, 2018.

The election poll hours will be from
1:00 p.m. — 8:00 p.m. at which time
the voters will elect by ballot:

One Supervisor for a term of 3 years
One Clerk for a term of 2 years

The Annual Meeting will commence
at 8:15 p.m. to conduct all necessary
business prescribed by law.

The Annual Election and Meeting will
be held at the following location:
VERMILION LAKE TOWN HALL

6703 WAHLSTEN ROAD

The Board of Canvass will meet
following the Annual Meeting.

Frances Silverberg, Town Clerk,
Vermilion Lake Township

Published in the Timberjay, Feb. 23 & March 2, 2018

LEIDING TOWNSHIP
NOTICE OF ANNUAL MEETING
AND ELECTION OF OFFICERS

Notice is hereby given to the qualified voters of Leiding Township,
County of St. Louis, and State of Minnesota, that the
Annual Election of Town Officers and Annual Town Meeting
will be held on Tuesday, March 13, 2018.

In case of inclement weather, the election and meeting
will be postponed until Tuesday, March 20, 2018.

The election poll hours will be from 4:00 — 8:00 p.m.
at which time the voters will elect by ballot:
One Supervisor for a term of 3 years
One Clerk for a term of 2 years
The Board of Canvass will meet following the Election.

The Annual Meeting will commence following the Board
of Canvass to conduct all necessary business prescribed by law.

The Annual Election and Meetings
will be held at the Leiding Town Hall.

The regular monthly meeting of the Leiding Town Board will be held
on Wednesday, March 14 at 6:30 p.m. at the Leiding Town Hall.

Marie Milan, Town Clerk, Leiding Township

Published in the Timberjay, Feb. 23 & March 2, 2018

EMPLOYMENT

EMPLOYMENT

EMPLOYMENT

EXPERIENCED DRIVERS WANTED

Looking for a driving career on the Iron Range?
Current Class A drivers average over 7 years with the
company. Now we are looking for experienced drivers
to add to our capabilities. If you are looking for part
time/permanent positions (2-3 days/week) consis-
tently we can accommodate but we prefer full time/
permanent applications (4-5 days/week). Your shift
and your days of work schedule will be consistent
each week. You don’t have to worry about not being
paid for deadhead miles or wait times as we pay by
the hour. You will be home every day for time with
the kids and grandkids. Full-time work gets full-time
benefits including medical, 401K, and your choice of
other popular insurances with above industry average
pay. Equal opportunity employer. Apply on-line with
Edwards www.edwardsoilandpropane.com; or send
resume or pick up paper applications at Edwards, 820
Hoover Road N, Virginia, MN 55792. We look forward
to hearing from you. 322

Bureau and Marketing

Coordinator
Part-Time Position Available
Ely Area Tourism Bureau

© MINNESOTA
L ——

Seeking a self-motivated, goal-oriented
professional with tourism, marketing, budget
and media experience to work with a board,
lodging tax payers and partners in effectively
promoting Ely visitation.

Request full job description at and send resumes
to tourism@ely.org

Application Deadline: February 28, 2018

e}
N
o

Hiring- Executive Director
Well Being Development

Well Being Development (WBD) is a 501(c)3
non-profit with the mission to inspire and
foster activities that develop and enhance
the mental well-being of residents in and
around the rural NE Minnesota communities
of Babbitt, Ely, Embarrass, Soudan, Tower,
and Winton.

This is an exciting opportunity for an indi-
vidual seeking a challenging and rewarding
career working in a non-clinical clubhouse
community and with an innovative Behavioral
Health Network. The Executive Director will
work under the direction of the WBD Board
of Directors to implement a Clubhouse pro-
gram following the standards of Clubhouse
International and to oversee Ely’s Behavioral
Health Network.

Preferred experience and qualifications

+ BA/BS degree

+ Non-profit management including grant-writ-
ing and fundraising experience

+ Excellent written and oral communication
skills

+ Excellent organization and time manage-
ment skills

* Proficiency with Office Suite and QuickBooks

For more details on the position
go to elynlic.org.

N
Winteroween
NORTHERMN WEAR

JOIN THE WINTERGREEN TEAM!
“We Love What We Do!”
Full & Part-Time Retail Positions

Do you love creative work and working with
people? We are looking for motivated indi-
viduals with fresh energy. Livable wages
and a great work environment. To apply:
Stop in at Wintergreen Northern Wear, 205
East Sheridan Street, Ely for an application
or email a cover letter, 1 reference contact
info, and resume to sola@wintergreennorth-
ernwear.com. 32

N
Winteroween
NORTHERN WEAR

JOIN THE WINTERGREEN TEAM!
“We Love What We Do!”
Full & Part-Time Sewing Positions

Have previous sewing experience? We'll
train you on our industrial machines. Livable
wages and a great work environment. Call
218-365-6602 for more information or stop by
to pick up an application at our store located
at 205 East Sheridan St., Ely.

Wintergreen Northern Wear
Quality Outdoor Apparel, Made in Ely Since 1989
2/23

Intern Trainee-
(4) Children & Family
Services North Division
Public Health & Human Services
Apply by 3/15/18

Apply online at
www.stlouiscountymn.gov/jobs
or call 218-726-2422

Equal Opportunity and Veteran-Friendly Employer 2/23

The Breitung Police
Department will be hiring
1 full-time and 1 part-time
Officer. For more informa-
tion and an application, visit
www.breitungtownship.org.
Please submit application,
cover letter, and resume to:
Breitung Township
Breitung Police Department
PO Box 6, Soudan MN 55782
(218) 753-6660
Deadline: Wednesday, Feb. 27, 2018,
at 12:00 p.m.

HIRING POLICE OFFICERS

Published in the Timberjay Feb. 2, 9, 16, and 23, 2018

Vermilion Country School
Special Education
Paraprofessional

VERMILION
COUNTRY

$14.00 per hour, benefit package (prorated at 20+ hours/week),
approximately 180 days/school year plus a few training days,
approximately 8:30 am to 3:15 pm, except with additional duties

Full job description online at
www.vermilioncountry.org/employment

The Vermilion Country School (VCS), is a grades 7-12 public charter school
in Tower. Responsibilities include, but are not limited to: interact with staff,
students, parent/guardians, and the community; facilitate academic and per-
sonal goal-setting; assist students with skill development in reading and math;
monitor student progress; manage the physical needs of students as needed;
chaperone field explorations; records maintenance and due process paperwork;
proctor assessments and diagnostic tests; supervise students during lunch and
out in the community; address behavior issues in accordance with school policy;
maintain strict confidentiality; assist office staff and director as needed.

Minimum qualifications: Experience working with children, and a commitment to
their learning; Excellent math, reading, and organizing skills; Excellent computer
and office machine skills; Mature, friendly, and responsible; Commitment to the
school’s mission and vision; Positive references; A minimum of 60 semester
credits or the amount required to complete two full years of fulltime enroliment
as determined by the institution of higher education attended; or an AA, AS, or
AAS (or higher) degree; or a passing score on an assessment from the state-ap-
proved list (The ParaPro test has been approved for state-wide use. The cut
score is 460.) Additional desired qualifications (please see website).

Position will remain open until filled.
Please e-mail resume, cover letter, transcripts of college work

and/or ParaPro score, and three letters of recommendation to:
Vermilion Country School, P.O. Box 629, Tower, MN 55790
kfitton@vermilioncountry.org. « www.vermilioncountry.org
VCS is an Equal Opportunity Employer

FUNERAL SERVICES

Range Funeral Home

Virginia Hibbing
741-1481 263-3276
“Friends Helping Friends”

Since 1911

Weekly SUDOKU

by Linda Thistle

6|34 S

3|7 S
418 3 7

Place a number in the empty boxes in such a way
that each row across, each column down and
each small 9-box square contains all of the
numbers from one to nine.

DIFFICULTY THIS WEEK: ¢

€ Moderate € € Challenging
4 ¢ ¢ HOO BOY!

© 2018 King Features Synd., Inc.
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TIMBERJAY CILASSIFIEDS

Considerations of personal privacy, time and

resources prevent the newspaper from investigating !

ads placed in the classified section. If you respond
to an ad, we urge you to use the same care and
prudence that you would use when conducting busi-

ness in any other situation.

AUTOMOTIVE

NAPA PARTS
CENTER, INC.

45 E. Chapman Street
ELY

365-3132

Langevin Auto
& Truck Repair

Full Service
Auto Repair & Garage

Hours: 8 AM-5 PM M-F
2 Miles South of Tower

218-749-0751
HAIR CARE

DREAMWEAVER SALON &

DAY SPA- Open Monday-
Friday 8:30 — 6:30. 218-666-
5594. tfn

VERMILION SHEAR IMAGE-
Men’s & Women’s hairstyling.
314 Main St., Tower, 218-753-
2928. Open Tuesday-Friday,
9am — 5pm. tfn

HOSPICE

VIRGIE HEGG HOSPICE
PARTNERS can provide help
for patients and their families
in ways such as: comfort care,
massages, last wishes and
more. For more information,
contact Program Director Liz
Cheney at 218-780-8907 or
vhhpdirector@yahoo.com. This
ad is paid for by Virgie Hegg
Hospice Partners.

LICENSE
BUREAU

AREA  LICENSE
BUREAU- -221 S. Hwy
53, Cook. Open-M-F 9-5,
FastTrack Title Service-MVR-
DNR-Limited DL, Dry Cleaning
Drop off/Pick up, CDL/
Motorcycle/ Drivers Manuals.
Now accepting Visa/MC/
Discover. Questions call 218-
666-6199. tfn

REAL ESTATE

Search ALL MLS listings at
www.pfremmerrealty.com. tfn

FOR RENT

FOR RENT BY THE MONTH-
2 BR, 1 BA housekeeping
cabin on sandy shores of Lake
Vermilion. May to Oct. Includes
Lund fishing boat or slip in shel-
tered harbor. Linens provided.
Call 218-666-3151. 3/16

COOK

2 BEDROOM APARTMENTS
for rent in Orr. Call Dennis at
Bayview Apartments, 218-757-
0200. tfn

APARTMENT FOR RENT IN
TOWER- Furnished, 2BR,
2BA, quality throughout, heated
attached garage. $850/mo. Call
218-750-6566 tfn

WANTED TO
RENT

LOOKING FOR APARTMENT
OR HOUSE TO RENT IN ELY
AREA- Please email mngreg-
christian@gmail.com. 2/23

SNOWPLOW

VERMILION SNOW
MANAGEMENT- Serving the
entire Lake Vermilion area.
Roads, Driveways & Sidewalks.
Free estimates, insured. tj@
vermilionsnowmanagement.
com or 218-290-0966. Online
at vermilionsnowmanagement.
com. tfn

STORAGE

RED ROCK STORAGE- Boats,
Cars, Household ltems. Ideal
Location. Many sizes. Also
Mobile Storage Containers
delivered to your location.
www.redrock-storage.com. Call
218-753-2375. tfn

Call
753-2950

to subscribe
to the

Timberjay!

BUILDING
SERVICES

EAST DHU RIVER SAWMILLING "]

“Put A Piece Of
Northern
Minnesota
In Your Home”
Superior Quality
* Plank Paneling
* Trim
¢ One-Of-A-Kind Moldings
¢ Industrial Lumber

218-744-1788

8825 Hwy 101, Iron, MN 55751

DOG
GROOMING

<
d Boundary '-'
: Waters Dog &l
%

% Grooming %
@ A
& @
s 218-753-1228 4
*& 305 Birch St, Tower &
5@ (behind Jeanne's Cards & Gifts) @
o &
Owner [

-a- Elleen Kronmiller «g¢
.. « Over 30 years experlence' .~.

3 REN /\

HELP WANTED

CAMP VOYAGEUR IS HIRING
FOR THE SUMMER- PT, FT
cooks and bakers, PT kitch-
en helpers/cleaners. Flexible
schedule and we will train. This
is a wonderful opportunity if
you are creative, like working
with youth and enjoy the out-
doors. For more information
contact cvspirit@campvoya-
geur.com or 218-365-6042. tfn

LUDLOW’S ISLAND is looking
for staff to join its team for the
2018 season. Duties include,
but are not limited to, house-
keeping, landscaping, and
guest services. Competitive
wages and an end-of-season
bonus. Positions start in May
and end in October. Please
contact Erin at info@ludlowsre-
sort.com or 218-666-5407. 3/2

WHITE EAGLE is hiring for the
2018 vacation season! Various
positions prepping cabins/
grounds & welcoming/assisting
vacationers. April through Oct.
www.WhiteEagleResort.com/
Employment. 4/13

SEEKING CABIN CLEANERS
for the 2018 season.
Individuals/teams  available
a minimum of 2 Saturdays/
month. www.WhiteEagle
Resort.com/Employment. 4/13

FOR SALE

2015 BRECKERIDGE
LAKEVIEW DESTINATION
TRAILER 40 FKBS. Front kitch-
en, rear king bedroom, see it at
craiglist.com. See it at craiglist.
com 6461227559. 218-749-
2014. 3/2p

Classifieds run in all 3 editions
of the Timberjay.

Line classifieds cost 30¢/word, $6.00 minimum.
Classified ads can be run a second time at half price
(private parties only). We now accept payment by
Visa, Mastercard and Discover. Call your ad in to 218-
753-2950. Display (boxed) classifieds are billed by the

“inch”- please call for prices and information on discounts.
Call Today - 218-753-2950 or 218-365-3114

MARINE

TIMBUKTY

N AR ITINA
1]

218-666-2131

TN ek Narvews B - Uealb Y%

TIMBUKTL
M

LAKE VERMILION
218-646:6-2276

2033 Vermilian Uy - U ek MY

Cabin renials
Year round boa
storage amd dochage
Boal amd ponioon
remial
Convenicnee store
G, bail & liguor

$suzua @ YAMAHA

FPremien

i : :
OUTBOARDS
Frank’s Marine

Sales & Service, Orr, Mn 55771

Mercury Outboards, MerCruiser, Crestliner,
Lund, Spartan Trailers, Ercoa Pontoons.

Call 218-757-3150

e i

@i’?m_ﬁ 12 mercury

Kales, serviee. slorage, bosd lilis,
deeks, irailers and seeessaries

timbukinmaring.com| timbukinmarine.com
WANTED
& e
PEDESTAL-MOUNTED -l
4-POST DEER  STAND- e 9

Preferably made of non-decom-
posing plastic or similar mate-
rial. Tower. Call 218-969-3001
(cell). 3/2

WANTED TO BUY: Will pay
cash for junk cars and pickups.
Will pick up. Also, we collect
used oil. Call 218-757-3255 or
218-780-2579. tfn

SELIGA CANOES WANTED:
We'll buy old Seligas in Good
Shape.  Turn your classic
canoe into cash. Call Steve at
365-6745. tfn

SUPPORT
GROUPS

MS SUPPORT GROUP-
meets the second Friday of
the month at 1 p.m. at the
Babbitt Municipal Building,
senior room. Open to all. For
information contact Mary at
218-827-8327.

ORR AA and AL-ANON meet
Tuesdays, AA at 8 p.m. and
AI-ANON at 7 p.m. Holy Cross
Catholic Church, Orr.

MEETING in Ely! “New ldeas”
WOMEN IN RECOVERY: 12
Steps. For women seeking help
and hope to recover from any
addiction: drugs, alcohol, food,
gambling etc. Every Thursday
noon at St. Anthony’s Catholic
Church. Come join us! Q: 218-
235-3581.

ELY CO-DEPENDENTS
MEETING- Fridays at noon-St.
Anthony’s Church Classroom
3-Use west side entrance. For
more information go to coda.
org on the web.

AL-ANON FAMILY GROUP-
Are you troubled by some-
one’s drinking? Al-Anon Family
Group is a community-based
mutual support program for the
friends and families of alcohol-
ics. It is confidential and open
to anyone affected by someone
else’s drinking. Hope Lutheran
Church in Embarrass hosts an
Al-Anon group on Monday eve-
nings at 6 p.m. 218-984-2037.

KIRSCH PRIVACY BLINDS
FOR SALE- 2-inch wide white
wood Kirsch Privacy Blinds.
Smoke-free home, cus-
tom-made from Floor to Ceiling.
Valances and side clips includ-
ed (to wrap cords around). All
hardware included. Very pretty.
Picture window has 3 narrow
blinds with valance. Each win-
dow has a valance. Pictures
can be sent if interested. The
list has the size and price
(priced at 50% off new price).
Two blinds at 29x65-7/8 $59;
valance $8; 24-1/4x65-7/8 $59;
25-1/8x65-7/8 $59; 24-1/4x65-
7/8 $59; valance 74-3/4 $8;
four blinds at 52.25x39 $74
each; Call 218-225-2632 (leave
message) for info. 3/9p

PETS

LOOKING FOR A GOOD
HOME for an older Siamese cat
with really fun/good personality.
Call Deb at 218-235-1692. 3/2p

AA OPEN
Thursdays at 7 p.m. at
Woodland Presbyterian
Church, Acacia Blvd. and
Central Drive in Babbitt.

MEETING-

BABBITT AL-ANON- meets
Thursdays at 7 p.m. at the
Babbitt Assembly of God
Church.

VIRGINIA  AA WOMEN'’S
MEETING- Ladies by the Lake.
Tuesdays at 12 noon. Peace
United Methodist Church, 303
S 9th Ave, please use side door
and parking.

Subscribe to the

TIMBERJAY‘
218-753-2950
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CBOAT WORKS

LAKE VERMILION, TOWER
Located two miles southwest
of Tower on Hwy. 169

Winter Hours:
Monday-Friday 9 AM-5 PM

MERCLRY lJ.I'N]] HCHRI TR
Auegin L ey

PROVEN

Storage * Complete Service * Sales

MOCCASIN POINT

MARINE

4655 Moccasin Point Rd
Lake Vermilion

218-753-3319

Storage, Boat Rentals,
SewlceIRepalrsISaIes
Mechanic on Duty

moccasmpomtmarlne.com

& YAMAHA

MARINE

.

Centrally Located On

Lake Vermilion

Covered Wet & Dry Boat Storage
Lease or Purchase Options
Marina * Mechanic on Duty
Convenience Store

24-Hour Fuel * Live Bait

4551 Bradley Road, Tower * 753-5457
www.shamrocklanding.com

Boat & Motor
Sales, Service, Rental

Gift Shop:

Ice Cream Cones « Clothing

Gifts « Boat Accessories

Gas - Bait *
Inside/Outside Storage
Marina Slips « Daily RV Sites
218.993.2214

www.handbergs.com
7123 Handberg Rd, Crane Lake, MN

Wifi

MARIHA & TILLACE
[

A
r”?‘\linmm‘i‘&?%
+ Boat launch, rental,
store & repair

+ Cabins for a great,
fun vacation

See us at: www.grubens.com
Call us at: 218.753.5000
4296 Arrowhead Point Rd,

Tower MN 55790

Subscribe Today
(218) 753-2950
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YR OF « General Contractor | |
> ;
2 RC N » : Esgogs ling Cement Trucks ¢ Building Material
J Coc;(";:““‘"“" B t?l Septic-pumping Trucks ¢ Dirt
I i 063173 CEU e Well-drilling Equipment
20and30yard o 7 : * r'l'opgs\cly 'Vll(a'ntenance Propane Delivery
i ¢ Island Wor
f ’ i 3 Skidsteer Work
or cleanup, & de 2020 Burtness Rd. A d B . I
Cook, MN 55723
demo & garbage 21 8'787'2377 sheldon Sandberg, Owner naerson al'!llll!l, |[H
Cell: 218-780-7153 License #BC385748
Servicing the Iron Range Area & North Phone: 218-993-2288 Cell: 218-780-4955
www.andersonbarging.com
Real Estate Covering all of Lake Vermilion

Closing Services,

et L2 Title Insurance

TITLE
e & Abstractin
, 8 WE SERVICE ESTATES!
, Northeast Title Company  ELY OFFICE na i R
Lumber (27 has competitive ratesand 107 E Camp St « Ely, MN 55731 Brmg In your.car’ 4-wheeler (.)l' boat and let us
v’ Hardware What professional services assuring Eh0?§1(§)§2§%51'65§56 help K your auction needs.
“ peace of mind for our ax(£16)J0bo-
v Tools Yo Heed!” | vl S NOW SELLING USED CARS & MORE!
V Paint closing. We take pride in our e Manager/Closing Specialist | i [
. R service and have a proven VIRGINIA OFF,'CE, L i
(4 Frlendly Service history of being a leader in the 612 13 St S « Virginia MN 55792 1/
industry. Customers can expect Eggr('%(g;?%ggg 15 £ 1y
quality services and products : ; I e S
along with a professional é‘iﬁ’i;/“é}g?,ﬁ? tSt,:)ecialist . - ;AT SEFRD\Q: Erclc:: -
staff that takes pride in every COOK OFFICE e AFFIL 10,

“Gain) HOME OF THE PROFESSIONALS
Rukl 218-753-2230
Cﬂ‘g@‘soz Main St., Tower, MN

M-F: 8 AM-5 PM; Sat: 8 AM-Noon =

Licensed Septic Design
& Installation

4 Complete Site & Building Preparation

4 Road Building, Land Clearing,
Basement, Demolition
4 Digging, Dozing, Hauling
4 Sand, Gravel, Crushed Rock, Black Dirt

closing. Our warm, friendly, and
professional approach in all of
our transactions ensures our
customers a level of comfort that
is unmatched in the industry.

P.O. Box 539 » Cook MN 55723
Phone (218)666-3174

Fax (218)742-9392

Sharon Maronick

Office Manager/Closing Specialist

www.netitle.com

Keep A Clean Strone Roof'

All Winter Long

ROOF
RAZORS |

NOW IN STOCK!

1307 E. Sheridan St, Ely « HOURS: Mon-Thurs: 1 5PM
651-260-4228 « jmgreend0@earthlink.net |

Wood Gasification b
. VapelEFire

TheWorld's #1 Hot Air Woodburning Furnace!

Tested by EPA Certified
Lab-Intertek Testing
(Madison, WI)

A5 gr/hr. emissions
99.4% comb. eff.
99% smokeless burns

* Save Wood
i . JQRR. ey * Save Money (%)
Call for an estimate + 218-365-4220 o, PhoneFax: 218.666.5304 e e ood Safely
2408 Hwy. 169, PO Box 608, Ely, MN 55731 ?’ljb & Hours: Mon. Fri 75, Sat: 8-12 + ProtectYour Home & Family TAX CREDIT

canudigit@frontiemnet.net  MPCA License 1826

CON BN CEES: eric@cookbuildingcenter.com

REAL ESTATE

e RE/MAX

¢ Enhance Our Environment
¢ 8-12 Hours Useful Heat Per Load

Lamppa Mfg., Inc.
1-800-358-2049

email: lampmfg@gmail.com * www.lamppakuuma.com

(218) 666-5352
www.bicrealty.com
Lake Country 1) info@bicrealty.com
218 757 3233 @ I Since 1948
. www. TheLakeCountry.com [E, MLS @ Wells

Call Us For All Y Water Systems
Elephant Lake-$100,000 2 BR cabin with 109 ft of #132025 Lake Vermilion Lot features two separate %P Bas Needs!
lakeshore. MLS#131095 parcels. .08 acre lot overlooking lake, plus smaller 35'x4(0' i « PUMPS
Pelican Lake-$295,000 4 BR home with 240 ft of Igdor&(l)ite $v;/5p6|(\)/gte dock. Includes electricity, driveway Hoov:;a :lflis\;gglnla
shoreline and gazebo by the water's edge. MLS#131871 S 1613 E. Camp St... El * WELLS
- 1131128 Lake Vermilion 2 BR, 3 season cabin, 300+ ft of - bamp St., Ely
Lake Kabetogama-$228,499 3 BR cabin with 79.38 ft of lksh, all appliances and most furnishings. Includes cedar- 365-8888 * HYDRO-FRACKING
shoreline and great water views. MLS#131556 lined, wood-fired sauna w/ Kuuma stove, permanent and 24 Hour
Ash River, Orr-$329,000 3 BR home with attached lift-out docks, plus much more. $179,000 Emergency
garage and 175 ft of shoreline. MLS#132309 #132013 Elbow Lake-Tranquil Island Over 17 acres w/ Service 1-800-662-5700

Elbow Lake-$175,000 Charming boat-access cabin with
electricity, dock and 18.25 acres. MLS#132201

approx. 3,700 ft of Iksh. Includes 2 room cabin w/ cozy
wood space heater, full kitchen and dock w/ sundeck.
$280,000

Call

Spring Park Rd.
Mt. Iron, MN 55768

* Toll Free
1-800-862-8628
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.I'._J"; . e Answers
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Serving Lake Vermilion, Tower, Soudan, Breitung, RIOSAR||I OBDEIFIJIAIM [D|A[RIE| I
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s|T/AM[Pc|u|L|[T]U[R[E[C|O|[N]F[L]I][C]|T
612-834-5769 UlR[lGIElT[H|R|O[A|T|Y FIA[T|E[F[U|L
- = (Cell) R|E|I|[N|E|R I N[N E|R|A AlT|T|Y

N[A[T|U|R|E|c|o|N[S|E|R[V]|A|[T]I[O[|N
Sle Z:I,l{;g-ﬂ Z:I'l()'g&'mz;z"‘ Als|AIR A R|A I [AMBs |1 M[L]Y
¢ g muT|THlD| 1 [R|E[Cc|O[N|S|E|Q[U[E|[N[C|E[S
www.yourwildernest.com E|lR|O|sIME M| E|R|A|L|IDA|B|R[O|G|A|T|E
s|lE|lREIREDE[Y|E|[sIu|s|E[sIlINO|R

See us at our Tower office for
competitvely-priced color copying

The Timberjay now makes

FULL CDIOR coPies!




