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JOHNSTON

By RORY SCHULER

John Ricci unveiled his 1934 Cadillac 
slowly. He peeled off sheets and blankets like 
small strips of wrapping paper.

The bright red hood and its chrome ac-
cents flashed in the afternoon sun streaming 
through the garage door windows.

“I like cars,” he said, pulling off the final 
bedspread. “Right now, this car’s a show-
stopper.”

Two years ago, Ricci traveled to Newport 
to witness an arrangement of the world’s 
best automobiles assembled for the Concours 
d’Elegance. This year, his Caddy will be part 
of the show in Newport.

“I can’t imagine myself in it, with the car I 
drive,” Ricci said as he pulled a pair of photo 
albums – photographic restoration journals – 
from the passenger side seat. “To me … it’s 
above me. I’ve owned this car for 55 years. 
But it sat in the corner as a shelf for 40 years.”

Ricci is a self-confessed “car guy.”
“I loved watching the cars come over the 

bridge and line up at Fort Adams,” he re-
called from his time as a spectator at New-
port’s last Concours d’Elegance. “There was 
so much to see.”

Since his teens, he’s been finding old cars 
and restoring and customizing the rusted-out 
machines; turning scrap metal into art.

John Ricci’s  
1934 Cadillac  
to be shown 
at Concours 
d’Elegance

SHOWSTOPPER
THE MAN AND HIS MACHINE: John Ricci poses for a photo with his fully restored 1934 Cadillac. (Submitted photo)

MIRROR FINISH: Above, John Ricci adjusted the spotlight on his 1934 Cadil-
lac, and the shiny chrome captured his smiling reflection. (Sun Rise photo by Rory 
Schuler) Below, the before photo. (Submitted photo)

By RORY SCHULER

Ocean State taxpayers will pay John-
ston $1.5 million to help cover a small 
portion of the tax burden Amazon won’t 
be paying.

Following the Johnston Town Coun-
cil’s unanimous approval of a Tax Sta-
bilization Agreement (TSA) with the on-
line mega-retailer, in which the company 
will pay around 60 percent of its tax ob-
ligation over the next two decades, the 
town qualified for Rhode Island’s Tax 
Stabilization Incentive (TSI) program.

On Monday night, the Rhode Island 
Commerce Corporation Board of Direc-
tors met and voted unanimously to ap-
prove a $1.5 million reimbursement for 
Johnston.

“The town will never turn down any 
money on the table,” Town Council Vice 
President Joseph Polisena Jr. said Mon-
day morning. “I’m in support of any 
policy that would help alleviate the bur-
den of Johnston taxpayers.”

About halfway through the meeting, 
Jeff Miller, executive vice president of 
investments for the Rhode Island Com-
merce Corporation, took a seat at the 
head table next to Commerce Secretary 
Stefan Pryor and Rhode Island Gov. Dan 
Mckee, who serves as chairman of the 
board.

“This request before you is for a Tax 
Stabilization Incentive,” Miller told the 
board. “You may recall that three times 
before this board has approved a TSI. 
The notion here is that the state helps to 
round out a transaction by supporting a 
town that undertakes a Tax Stabilization 
Agreement in accordance with its own 
policies.”

The Tax Stabilization Incentive (TSI) 
program provides an incentive for 
Rhode Island municipalities to enter 
into TSAs by enabling the reimburse-
ment of up to 10 percent of “tax revenue 
foregone due to the completion of a TSA 
that spans at least 12 years,” according 
to state law.

The $1.5 million will cover less than 2 
percent of Johnston’s “tax revenue fore-
gone,” according to a member of the 
Commerce Corporation’s Board of Di-
rectors.

“The [TSA] allows for a predictable 
tax rate and amount for an incoming 
project sponsor or end-user,” Miller 
explained. “The town of Johnston did 
enact, now a couple weeks ago, a TSA, 
and we are supporting with the amount 
of $1.5 million that TSA through this Tax 

State will 
help cover 
Amazon 

tax breaks

By RORY SCHULER

Cranston resident and Johnston native Lou Massemi-
ni walked into the Rhode Island State House with a ma-
nila envelope under his arm.

He arrived in Providence to honor the life of his late 
son, Louis Ryan Massemini, who died after overdosing 
on prescription medication.

Last Friday morning, Rhode Island Gov. Dan McKee 
ceremonially signed four bills into law, each aiming to 
rescue lives from the deadly opioid epidemic. 

Lou Massemini was in the audience. He stood behind 

McKee’s left shoulder as he signed the bills.
“We are working every day to make Rhode Island a 

healthier and safer place to live for all,” McKee said.
One of the laws, which penalizes doctors engaged 

in “irresponsible prescription practices,” was inspired 
by the loss of Ryan Massemini, and may be renamed 
“Ryan’s Law” next year.

The other three will allow for the exploration of “harm 
reduction centers,” decriminalize buprenorphine, and 
require insurers to cover telemedicine visits.

Gov. McKee signs ‘Ryan’s Bill’

SIGNED INTO LAW: Gov. Dan McKee handed the pen he 
used to sign the legislation that may ultimately be known as 
“Ryan’s Bill” to co-sponsor Rep. Deborah Fellela, who then 
gave it to Lou Massemini. (Sun Rise photo)BILL - PAGE 6■

CAR - PAGE 10■ AMAZON - PAGE 8■
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By Lucas Maguire
Special to the Sun Rise

The Iris Nebula (NGC 7023) is located in the constellation Cepheus and is a bright 
reflection nebula.

The nebula is illuminated by a bright star designated SAO 19158. The Nebula lies 
1,300 light-years away and spans six light-years across. 

These clouds of glass are hot enough to also emit their own light.
On Sept. 3rd and 4th I set up my Scope and set sights on the Iris Nebula. 
Over the course of those two days I collected images from the Luminance, Red, 

Green  and Blue filter and combined them to make an LRGB image.
In my backyard it was very difficult to catch the faint dust surrounding the Iris due 

to the local light pollution. In the future I plan on heading to a local dark sky site to 
give it another shot. 

This image was captured from my backyard in Johnston. 

EDITOR’S NOTE: Lucas “Luc” Maguire captured this image from his backyard in John-
ston. He will be submitting his deep space images to the Sun Rise for publication each week. 
Maguire’s photography can also be found at his Instagram account @oceanstateastro and his 
Twitter feed @OceanStateAstro.

BACKYARD SPACE

The Iris Nebula

Rhode Island Gov. Dan 
McKee and the Rhode 
Island Department of 
Health (RIDOH) have 
announced an enforce-
ment strategy for Rhode 
Island’s COVID-19 vac-
cination requirement for 
healthcare workers. The 
enforcement strategy will 
help safeguard patients, 
residents, and staff by 
holding health profes-
sionals and facilities ac-
countable to the Oct. 1 
vaccination requirement, 
while also preventing dis-
ruptions to care in Rhode 
Island as healthcare fa-
cilities work toward full 
compliance, according 
to a press release from 
RIDOH.

“Healthcare workers 
have been the heroes of 
Rhode Island’s COVID-19 
pandemic by consistently 
putting the health and 
safety of their patients 
first,” McKee said. “The 
vast majority of health-
care workers have contin-
ued to do that by already 
getting vaccinated against 
COVID-19. The enforce-
ment strategy for our 
COVID-19 vaccination re-
quirement for healthcare 
workers provides clear 
structure and guidance to 
facilities that are working 
to get the remaining few 
who are not vaccinated 
yet, while ensuring that all 
Rhode Islanders still have 
access to high quality care 
in facilities throughout the 
state.” 

“This enforcement 
strategy is not intended to 
be an extension or exemp-
tion of the original vacci-

nation requirement,” said 
Director of Health Nicole 
Alexander-Scott, MD, 
MPH. “On Oct. 1, anyone 
that is non-compliant is 
subject to enforcement. If 
there is a risk to quality of 
care and an unvaccinated 
worker must continue to 
work beyond Oct. 1 to 
mitigate that risk, the em-
ployer has 30 days to en-
sure that role is fulfilled 
by a fully vaccinated 
healthcare worker.”

The COVID-19 vaccine 
is one of many vaccines 
that healthcare providers 
are required to receive. 
Rhode Island regula-
tions require healthcare 
workers to be vaccinated 
against COVID-19 by Oct. 
1. Similar to other vac-
cines, healthcare facilities 
will be asked to report on 
their COVID-19 vaccina-
tion rates for their health-
care workers. Facilities 
may also be required to 
develop COVID-19 Vacci-
nation Corrective Action 
Plans to ensure full com-
pliance if they have not 
met the provisions of the 
regulation. 

These plans will:
Specify the healthcare 

facility’s plan to ensure 
that all remaining health-
care workers will become 
vaccinated against CO-
VID-19 within 30 days.

Demonstrate that any 
unvaccinated staff who 
are still working after 
October 1 are doing so to 
mitigate a risk to quality 
of patient care.

Specify the temporary 
infection prevention mea-
sures that the facility will 

implement for unvacci-
nated staff who are criti-
cally necessary to the fa-
cility’s operation.

Outline the facility’s 
procedure to ensure that 
any new hires are vacci-
nated against COVID-19.

More information 
about these plans, includ-
ing information on dead-
lines for the submission of 
data and COVID-19 Vac-
cination Corrective Ac-
tion Plans, will be shared 
directly with healthcare 
leadership across Rhode 
Island in the coming 
days. Plans will be due 
on Oct. 1. 

“Similar to the ap-
proach that we take with 
other vaccinations that 
are required for health-
care workers, we are 
outlining and provid-
ing clear action steps to 
facilities to ensure full 
compliance by October 
1,” Alexander-Scott said. 
“Rhode Island’s effective 
enforcement strategy, re-
quiring COVID-19 vac-
cination for healthcare 
workers, will limit expo-
sure to COVID-19 for vul-
nerable patients and will 
help ensure the stability 
of our healthcare system 
statewide.”

Rhode Island’s health-
care worker vaccina-
tion regulations apply 
to approximately 57,600 
workers. Rhode Island 
currently has an overall 
healthcare facility vac-
cination rate of approxi-
mately 87 percent, up 10 
percentage points from 
77 percent in early Sep-
tember.

Healthcare worker vaccine mandate enforcement 
strategy announced for Oct. 1 deadline
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By PETE FONTAINE

There was a unique 
display of caring — a 
terrific trait that John-
stonians have been fa-
mous for through years 
whenever there’s a spe-
cial need — last Thurs-
day morning at Opera-
tion Stand Down Rhode 
Island (OSDRI) head-
quarters at 1010 Hart-
ford Ave.

A large delegation 
of Johnston police, fire 
and town employees 
headed by Mayor Jo-
seph Polisena came to 
OSDRI armed with what 
someone called “tons of 
non-perishable foods” 
that that were donated 
to help replenish the 
veterans group’s food 
cupboard.

Perhaps JPD Chief 
Joseph P. Razza, who 
even accepted a heart-
warming donation for 
the event from Johnston 
Job Lot Store Manager 
Elia Balona and staffer 
Christine Stack, best de-
scribed the unmatched 
show of community car-
ing.

“My hat goes off to 
Mayor Polisena for 
putting this together,” 
Razza, who was ac-
companied by Deputy 
Chief Mark Vieira be-
gan. “Also, what a great 
show from representa-
tives from the police, 
fire and town employees 
for their great generos-
ity and thoughtfulness 
to this truly worthwhile 
cause.”

The Chief then em-
phasized: “It’s always 
special to help our com-
munity partners, but 
there is no organization 
that is as deserving as 
our veterans at Opera-
tion Stand Down. Eric 
and Tony are so influ-
ential in the community 
and their work and ded-
ication to our veterans 
is so inspiring.”

Erik is Erik B. Wal-
lin, former US Air Force 
Captain and the execu-
tive director at OSDRI, 
while Tony is Anthony 
DeQuattro, who actu-
ally founded the award-
winning and highly-
acclaimed organization 
that helps veterans with 
countless special ser-
vices.

“On behalf of the 
hundreds of veterans 
and veteran families 
who use our food pan-
try each month, OSDRI 
wishes to thank mem-
bers of the Johnston 

OSDRI food pantry restocked by the community

Police IPBO Local 307, 
Johnston Firefighters, 
IAFF Local 1950 and 
the Rhode Island Coun-
cil 94, Local 1491,” said 
Wallin with sincere ap-
preciation ringing in 
his voice. “These home-
town heroes generously 
restocked our veteran’s 
food pantry with thou-
sands of pounds of food 
following our annual 
Veterans Assistance 
Weekend.”

Thus, as Wallin add-
ed: “Time and again, the 
Mayor, his leadership 
team and the fine men 
and women who serve 
Johnston always come 
through in a big way to 
support veterans. Op-
eration Stand Down is 
proud to call Johnston 
H-O-M-E!”

There were many 
memorable moments 
during last week’s food 
delivery, one such as a 
JFD Rescue pulling into 
the OSDRI parking lot 
and when several fire-
fighters opened the back 
door, Polisena and other 
people were amazed 
with the overflow col-
lection of food.

Razza, meanwhile, 
offered: “We all have 
a great feeling that we 
have been able to assist 
those who have allowed 
us to enjoy the freedoms 
that we have in this 
country.”

MIGHTY MISSION: Above, members of the John-
ston Fire Department Local 1950 came to OSDRI last 
Thursday morning to deliver a load of food that nearly 
filled the back end of this rescue vehicle.

GRAND GIVERS: With OSDRI Executive Director Erik Wallin and Tony DeQuattro proudly displaying the OSDRI banner, members of the 
JPD, JFD and Town Employees had to form a long line as they helped restock the non-profit’s Food Pantry last Thursday morning. (Sun Rise 
photos by Pete Fontaine)

CLASSIC CONTRIBUTION: At right, even 
the Job Lot Store in Johnston was part of last 
week’s restocking of the OSDRI Food Pantry. 

Christine Stack rolled out this and other car-
riages stocked with donations they made to JPD 

Chief Joseph P. Razza and Deputy Chief Mark 
Vieira for a great show of community caring for 

our veterans.
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Watch Your
MOUTH

Bruxism is the medical term for grinding, gnashing, 
or clenching teeth. Those with bruxism unconsciously 
clench or grind their teeth when awake and/or during 
sleep. Mild bruxism may not require treatment. 
However, in some patients, bruxism can be frequent 
and severe, leading to jaw disorders, headaches, and 
tooth damage. Combinations of physical, psychological, 
and genetic factors, including stress, age, personality 
type, prescription medications, family history, and 
disorders such Parkinson’s disease, dementia, 
gastro esophageal reflux disorder (GERD), epilepsy, 
night terrors, sleep-related disorders such as sleep 
apnea, and attention-deficit/hyperactivity disorder 
(ADHD) are primary causes. Symptoms may include 
fractured, chipped or loose teeth; worn enamel; pain 
or sensitivity; jaw, neck, face, or ear or pain; dull 

headaches; and sleep disruption.
Many people grind their teeth throughout the day, 

making this damaging practice a 24/7 hazard to their 
oral as well as overall health. Whether you are in our 
office for bruxism or just for a simple cleaning, our 
personal, casual, and relaxed style in providing quality 
dental care will help put you at ease. We’ll take the 
time to get to know your needs, answer your questions 
about the latest techniques and materials, and make 
sure that you are comfortable. Be kind to your teeth—
call DENTAL ARTS GROUP for complete family dental 
care at 401-521-3661. We’re located at 1136 Hartford 
Ave., Johnston.

P.S.  Bertrand Frohman, MD, coined the term 
bruxism in 1931  from the Greek expression “brychien 
odontas,” translating literally as “grinding of the teeth.”

DAY OR NIGHT GRINDING

BANKRUPTCY
 Flat $95000 Atty. Fee

Chapter 7 Bankruptcy
Payment Plan Available

Attorney David B. Hathaway
Former Chapter 7 Bankruptcy Trustee

401-738-3030
dave@ribankruptcy.net

This firm is a debt relief agency

By PETE FONTAINE

It was closing in on 
noon last Friday and 
Matt Bolton, the ex-
ecutive director of the 
Johnston Senior Center 
as well as Supervisor 
Jacquelyn Bell-Conroy 
were walking swiftly 
in-and-out of several 
offices into the nearly 
full dining room, mak-
ing sure every detail of 
a planned celebration 
was in place.

Meanwhile, Assistant 
Director Denise Bell 
was going over impor-
tant issues with Brenda 
Martin, the JSC’s be-
loved Kitchen Manager.

But that was only a 
cover-up, a way to keep 
Martin busy as Bolton 
later noted, for what 
would transpire almost 
as soon as Mayor Jo-
seph Polisena arrived at 
the nationally-accredit-
ed JSC, which was once 
the famed El Marocco 
Supper Club located at 
1291 Hartford Ave.

With everything in 
place — and JSC mem-
bers enjoying the day’s 
lunch — Denise Bell 
walked with Martin into 
the spacious room amid 
cheers and applause for 
as Polisena proclaimed: 
“This is truly a special 
day for a special lady.”

Needless to say, 
“That’s so special; 
Brenda is obviously 
surprised!” people like 
Polisena’s adminis-
trative assistant Janet 
Whiteley concurred as 
she was immediately 
embraced by the mayor 
who was on hand for 
not one but two “extra 
special presentations 
for an extraordinary 
lady.”

The first was a Town 
of Johnston Official 
Commendation for 

Martin who was cel-
ebrating her 20th anni-
versary working at the 
JSC.

“Be it herby known 
to all that the Mayor ’s 
Office and the citizens 
of the Town of John-
ston hereby offer sin-
cere congratulations to 
Brenda Martin, Kitchen 
Manager at the JSC, 
upon your 20th anni-
versary employed at 
the Center,” Polisena 
began. “It is with deep 
appreciation to recog-
nize you for your un-
wavering dedication, 
diligence and unself-
ish commitment to the 
senior citizens of our 
town. Representing all 
the residents, I hereby 
offer sincere gratitude 
and praise, with best 
wishes to you in the fu-
ture.”

There was yet a sec-
ond presentation, one 
that Polisena said is 
reserved for special 
people who have made 
outstanding contribu-
tions to the town and its 
residents.

The Mayor, who had 
a special smile on his 
face and heart-warm-
ing ring in his voice, 
then handed Martin a 
wooden case that con-
tained a key to the town 
that further enhanced 
the day’s ceremony and 
was greeted by oohs 
and aahs from a number 
of seniors who she has 
served for two decades 
and counting.

Needless to say, Mar-
tin continued to be 
overwhelmed with the 
excitement, but would 
also receive more gifts, 
cards, a specially deco-
rated cake and tall vase 
of flowers that were as 
colorful as the work she 
has performed during 
her JSC tenure.

Brenda Martin celebrated after 
20 years at Senior Center

“Brenda has always 
been loyal to us,” De-
nise Bell offered amid 
more applause. “Any-
thing we ask her to do 
— she does! We are so 
fortunate to have Bren-
da as a valuable mem-
ber of our staff.”

To which Bolton, who 
is in his first year as 
the JSC leader, added: 
“Having only been her 
for a year, I haven’t been 
as lucky as many of our 
staff, who were able to 
work with Brenda for 
much of her 20 years of 
service to the JSC. As 
Director, I immediately 

realized how much of 
an invaluable resource 
Brenda is to us. We are 
so lucky to have such a 
wonderful person work 
here for 20 years.”

Bolton then paused 
before concluding: “It 
is a testament to her 
dedication to the town 
that everyone who has 
walked in through our 
doors for two decades 
and is greeted by her 
smile and cheerful per-
sonality. While Kitchen 
Manager may be her 
title, Brenda’s real title 
should be the Heart of 
the Senior Center.”

MILESTONE MOMENT: Brenda Martin, who was honored for her 20 years of special service at the Johnston 
Senior Center, is all smiles after Mayor Joseph Polisena presents her with a key to the town in honor of her ex-
traordinary work with the town’s senior citizens.  (Sun Rise photo by Pete Fontaine)

HEART OF THE JSC: Senior Center Kitchen Manager 
Brenda Martin is joined by Assistant Director Denise 
Bell and Executive Director Matt Bolton during last Fri-
day’s surprise anniversary party in recognition of her 20 
years of dedication service and joy she has brought to 
countless members over two decades.
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Interested? Stop by our new Cranston branch,
located at 200 Phenix Avenue.

Date of this publication is 4/15/2021. APY means Annual Percentage Yield. O�ers only valid at our Cranston location. CD - *APY e�ective as of the date of this 
publication and subject to change thereafter at any time. A $500 minimum opening deposit is required to open and earn APY. New money only. O�er may be 
withdrawn at any time without notice. A penalty may be imposed for early withdrawal. Fees may reduce earnings. Other rates and terms available. Journey - **APY 
is accurate as of 4/07/2021. Must maintain a minimum daily balance of $10 in your account to obtain the disclosed APY. Meet 3 Journey reward rate criteria: 1) 12 
Debit Card Purchases must post and settle each qualification cycle 2) Have 1 Direct Deposit or Automatic Payment post and settle per qualification cycle 3) Access 
Online Banking and Enroll to Receive Electronic Statements. ATM-processed transactions do not count towards qualifying debit card transactions. Balances 
between $10-$20,000 receive APY of 2.00% if each cycle the minimum criteria are met. Tier examples - Tier 1 - balances between $10-$20,000 receive an APY of 
2.00%; and Tier 2 - balances over $20,000 receive an APY of .35%. Rate is subject to change at any time after account opening. If you do not meet the criteria per 
qualification cycle, your account will still function as a Journey checking account earning an APY of .05% however, it will not receive ATM fee refunds for that time 
period. Fees may reduce earnings. ATM fee refunds up to $25 per qualification cycle. New checking account relationships only. MMKT - †APY e�ective as of the date 
of this publication and is subject to change at any time after account opening. Tier 1 – balances between $10 - $9,999.99 receive an APY of .15%; and Tier 2 – 
balances of $10,000 or greater receive an APY of 1.25%. Minimum balance required to open account is $2,500. Fees may reduce earnings. Interest credited 
monthly. New money only. HELOC - ††Advertised Introductory Annual Percentage Rate (APR) of 1.25% is the lowest available and is fixed for the first 12 months. 
O�er based on individual credit worthiness. After initial 12 monthly billing cycles, rate automatically reverts to a variable rate of interest as low as Prime minus 
0.50% as published in the Wall Street Journal 30 days before the date of any rate adjustment. As of 4/15/21 Prime Rate was 3.25%. Interest rate and line
amount determined by individual creditworthiness and subject to loan-to-value ratio of 75%. O�er limited to 1-4 family owner-occupied primary
residence properties only. Property insurance (and flood insurance if applicable) required. O�er and rate is subject to change at any time without
notice. Other terms and restrictions may apply. APR will not exceed 18% with a minimum APR of 2.75%. Existing NCU home equity lines/loans are
not eligible for refinance with this promotion. No  application fee. Federally insured by NCUA.

By MELANIE CAPRARO
Student Council Recording Secretary

Johnston Senior High School held a 
blood drive on Wednesday, Sept. 29.

Unfortunately, this blood drive was 
only open to students and staff due to 
COVID-19 restrictions.

The blood drive took place in the gym 
throughout the duration of the school 
day. JSHS consistently ranks in the top 
three high schools in the state for blood 
donations.

The last JSHS blood drive brought in 
62 donations. They hope to carry this 
success into the new school year. 

There is a critical need for blood as 

there are blood supply shortages across 
the country.

There is only a 1.5 day supply of blood 
in Rhode Island.

This means that one emergency could 
deplete a hospital’s blood supply.

The JSHS student council worked 
alongside staff from the Rhode Island 
Blood Center in hopes of having a posi-
tive impact on this dire situation. Their 
goal is to do their part in helping out the 
community and to potentially save lives.

Editor’s Note: Members of the Johnston 
High School Student Council regularly sub-
mit articles for publication in the Johnston 
Sun Rise. 

By JON ANDERSON
Special to the Sun Rise

Music flows out of our 
experience, our heart-
beats, the wind, the 
sounds of animals and the 
forest, the chaotic sounds 
of the city.

It is inseparable from 
our being and an expres-
sion of who we are. At 
the same time, music has 
the power to change us. 
It carries our stories from 
one generation to the next, 
and teaches us about oth-
ers. 

It affects our style, our 
mood, and our opin-
ions and ideas about the 
world. Music is a reflec-
tion of culture, and influ-
ences culture.

This is one theme of a 
series of illustrative videos 
and conversations titled 
“Songs of the Decades.”

These will be coop-
erative presentations by 
Lloyd Kaplan and Tom 
Shaker. Kaplan is a mu-
sician and Rhode Island 
Music Hall-of-Famer, the 
former leader of the band 
Aristocats, and music 
professor. Shaker is also a 
teacher, a former profes-
sor of Communications, 
a filmmaker and writer. 
The two have co-authored 
works and presented pod-
casts on the development 
of jazz in Rhode Island, 
which you can hear at 
RhodyRadio.org.  

This series of programs, 
which will be held at the 

library on Tuesday nights 
at 6:30, Oct. 5th, 12th and 
26th, and Nov. 2, will each 
cover a decade from 1920 
up to 1960 in the develop-
ment of popular music.

Lloyd is calling the 
programs “conversations 
and videos” with some 
music and a chance to in-
teract with their listeners, 
something they’ve been 
missing during the year of 
podcasting. Please join us 
to talk with these experi-
enced and knowledgeable 
music lovers.

Editor’s Note: Jon Ander-
son serves as the Marian J. 
Mohr Memorial Library Di-
rector. Watch for his column 
weekly in the Johnston Sun 
Rise.

JSHS holds Blood Drive during national supply emergency

FROM THE JOHNSTON LIBRARY

‘Music has the power to change us’

By MERI R. KENNEDY

Johnston Senior Center updates

Things are happening once again in 
full swing at the Johnston Senior Center. 
The following is list of classes and activi-
ties held daily.

 On Mondays, Walk away the Pounds, 
Aerobics & Boot Camp, Arts & Crafts 
and Hi Lo Jack.

 It is Walk away the Pounds and Bocce 
on Tuesdays and on Wednesdays it will 
be Bocce, Quilting, Zumba and Fit and 
Strong as well as Hi Lo Jack and Poker.

On Thursdays it is Walk away the 
Pounds, Bocce, Marg Jong, Yoga and 
Bingo and on Fridays it is Line Dancing, 
Zumba and Bingo.

Coed volleyball

The Johnston Parks and Recreation 
Department is currently accepting regis-
trations for the coed middle school vol-
leyball program. It is open to Johnston 
residents currently in the sixth, seventh 
and eighth grades. The program will be 
held at the Johnston High School gymna-
sium. Participants will meet three times 
per week for four weeks. For more in-
formation on pricing and times/dates, 
please visit johnstonrec.com.

Confreda’s Fall Festival

The Fall Festival is back at Confreda 
Greenhouses & Farms, located at 2150 
Scituate Ave. in Cranston.

This year’s festival theme is “Rhode 
Island Strong.” The activities include 
hayrides, the Corn MAiZE, the Animal 
Backyard and Pumpkin Patch.

For full information on the Fall Festi-
val, visit confredasfallfest.com.

Church seeking vendors  
for Holiday Bazaar

Our Lady of Grace Church, located at 

4 Lafayette St. in Johnston, would like in-
vite vendors to participate in its Holiday 
Bazaar on Oct. 17. There will be crafters, 
vendors, a penny social, food and more. 
For information, contact Pat Leon at (401) 
529-7592.

RI Day of Portugal  
5K Road Race & Walk

The Rhode Island Day of Portugal 
Committee is hosting its first-ever 5K 
Road Race & Walk on Saturday, Oct. 2, at 
Colt State Park in Bristol. The event will 
benefit Nathan’s Angels and the Ameri-
can Cancer Society.

Registration to run or walk in the all-
ages 5K costs $25. Additional informa-
tion is available at ridayofportugal.org.

According to the committee, the Day 
of Portugal is a holiday celebrated every 
June in every corner of the Portuguese-
speaking world. It commemorates the 
death of the revered Portuguese poe Luís 
Vaz de Camões in 1580.

Rock & Rhodes Music Fest

On Oct. 3, the group Hey 19 from 
Rhode Island, The Midnight Callers 
from New York City, and Soul Box and 
The Deluxtones from Boston will join 
in for a Rock & Roll Music Fest to ben-
efit children in treatment at the Shriners 
Hospital for Children in Boston. Tickets 
cost $20 per person. The event will be 
held at Rhodes on the Pawtuxet, locat-
ed at 60 Rhodes Place in Cranston. For 
tickets and more information, follow the 
event’s Facebook page or visit event-
brite.com.

SunriseScoops@aol.com. Photos in jpg 
format are accepted and news can include 
community events, promotions, academic 
news and nonprofit events as well as virtual 
events. Email today and see your news in our 
column in the Johnston Sun Rise. Please in-
clude a daytime telephone number in case we 
require any further information.

Sun RiSe ScoopS
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ANSWER TO THIS 
WEEK’S PUZZLE:

Johnston 
Sun Rise

Each piece of legislation was sponsored 
by state Sen. Joshua Miller (D-District 28, 
Cranston/Providence), and made its way 
through the state House and Senate over 
the summer. 

They were finally signed into law during 
a ceremony at the State House on Friday, 
Sept. 24.

Lou Massemini wanted the governor’s 
signature on his copies of 2021-S 0256Aaa 
and 2021-H 5098A.

The bills, sponsored by Miller and state 
Rep. Deborah Fellela (D-District 43, John-
ston), create penalties for irresponsible 
prescription practices by doctors, to help 
combat the opioid epidemic.

Lou Massemini at least partially blames 
his son’s physician for filling an opioid pre-
scription shortly after Ryan’s first suicide 
attempt.

Ryan recovered and returned home, but 
then his prescription was refilled. He tried 
again.

 “My son Ryan was diagnosed with 
Huntington’s disease … at the age of 35,” 
Massemini wrote in a letter to Rhode Is-
land legislators. “Huntington’s disease 
(HD) is a fatal genetic disorder that causes 
the progressive breakdown of the nerve 
cells in the brain.”

He was prescribed a long list of medica-
tions, including oxycodone. The pill regi-
ment eventually triggered suicidal tenden-
cies. 

Ryan died on Jan. 8, 2019, nearly two 
weeks after swallowing 27 oxycodone 
pills.

Lou Massemini now visits his son, twice 
each day at St. Ann Cemetery in Cranston.

“In many cases, opioid addiction be-
gins with prescribed painkillers,” Fellela 
said. “The ramifications of reckless over-
prescribing has led to an epidemic that has 
harmed society and torn families apart. 
This legislation will provide some serious 
consequences for the handful of physicians 
who are neglecting to prevent addiction.”

Fellela, a close family friend of the Mas-
semini’s, knew Ryan since he was a young 
boy.

She teamed up with Miller to sponsor 
S-0256Aaa/H-5098A in an effort honor Ry-
an’s memory by trying to prevent deaths 
like his in the future.

“Our opioids crisis is, in part, fueled by 
addictions that started with prescriptions 
for painkillers,” Miller said. “While most 
providers take their role in preventing ad-
diction very seriously, there must be real 
consequences for the few who don’t. The 
consequences suffered by addicted pa-
tients are far worse.”

McKee also signed three other “health-
related bills” into law last Friday.

Legislation 2021-S 0016B, 2021-H 5245A, 
“enables the state to explore establishing 
a pilot program to create harm reduction 
centers to help prevent drug overdose 
deaths,” according to a press release from 
McKee’s office. 

“The opioid epidemic has become a tre-
mendous public health crisis, with over-
doses of prescription and non-prescription 
opioids claiming a record number of lives,” 
said state Rep. John Edwards (D-Dist. 70, 
Portsmouth, Tiverton), co-sponsor of 

S-0016B/H-5245A. “Not only do harm 
reduction centers severely mitigate the 
chance of overdose, they are a gateway to 
treatment and rehabilitation of people with 
substance abuse disorder. These locations 
will be under the supervision of trained 
medical staff who can direct addicts to-
ward substance use disorder treatment. It’s 
a way to tackle this epidemic while saving 
lives in the process.”

“Harm reduction centers” have become 
a controversial weapon in the war against 
opioid deaths. 

Johnston Town Council recently unani-
mously passed a resolution prohibiting 
the designation of “a location for the con-
sumption or use of illicit drugs within the 
Town of Johnston.”

The pilot program will likely take root in 
other communities.

 “If we are truly going to rein in the 
drug overdose epidemic, we must recog-
nize drug addiction as the health prob-
lem it is, rather than as merely a crime,” 
said Miller, chairman of the Senate Com-
mittee on Health and Human Services. 
“People who are addicted need help and 
protection from the most dangerous pos-
sibilities of addiction. Having a place 
where someone can save them from an 
overdose and where there are people of-
fering them the resources they need for 
treatment is a much better alternative 
to people dying alone in their homes or 
their cars.”

■ Bill
(Continued from page 1)

GOVERNOR’S AUTOGRAPH: Cranston resident and Johnston native Lou Massemini wanted the governor’s 
signature on his own copy of the bill. After the bill signing, he approached him, and Gov. Dan McKee offered his 
autograph one more time. (Sun Rise photo by Rory Schuler)

BILL - PAGE 7■
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Dr. Matthew Willet t
MD, FAAD
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FNP-C

Jennifer Fisher
MMSC, PA-C

Proponents of the tactic 
argue the sites will save 
lives.

Miller and Edwards also 
sponsored 2021-S 0065A, 
2021-H 6328, decriminaliz-
ing buprenorphine, a drug 
used to fight heroin addic-
tion.

“Buprenorphine can 
be a real survival tool,” 
Edwards said. “This leg-
islation will prevent over-
doses and save lives by 
encouraging people with 
substance use disorders 
to choose buprenorphine 
over heroin.”

Buprenorphine is an 
opioid partial agonist, con-
sidered weaker than full 
opioid agonists like meth-
adone and heroin, and has 
been used successfully to 
wean addicts off illicit opi-
ates.

“Buprenorphine is an 
effective medication-as-
sisted treatment,” Miller 
said. “It offers benefits to 
those with opioid use dis-
orders when treatment in 
a methadone clinic is not 
appropriate or is less con-
venient.”

During the pandemic, 
trips to the doctor have 
evolved, like so many 
meetings in peoples daily 
lives. 

Bills 2021-S 0004Baa 
and 2021-H 6032Aaa, co-
sponsored by state Rep. 
Stephen Casey, (D-District 
50, Woonsocket), expands 

telemedicine coverage re-
quirements for insurers 
and requires that all Rhode 
Island Medicaid programs 
cover telemedicine visits.

 “Telemedicine has been 
an extremely valuable tool 
for maintaining health 
since the pandemic be-
gan,” Miller said. “As its 
use increased, the public 
and our health care pro-
viders have become more 
adept at and comfort-
able using it, too. While 
its broader use may have 
been an adaptation for the 
pandemic, it’s also an im-
provement to our health 
care delivery system that 
will serve us well long 
after the pandemic. Tele-
medicine gets health care 
to people safely, efficiently 
and effectively, wherever 
they are. Embracing and 
expanding it as a perma-
nent option for Rhode 
Islanders will improve 
health care access now and 
in the future.”

Casey, a trained fire-
fighter and EMT, believes 
the legislation will be a 
valuable tool.

“Telemedicine is one 
more way we can make it 
easier for Rhode Islanders 
to access the health care 
they need,” Casey said. 
“Our experience with its 
use over the last year or 
more has shown us that it 
is an effective way to pro-
vide a great many health 
services. It makes it easier 
for people who are house-
bound, those who may 
not have reliable trans-

portation, and those who 
simply find it quicker and 
more convenient than vis-
iting an office. It advances 
public health by encourag-
ing and helping people to 
maintain their health.”

McKee scrawled his sig-
nature on each bill.

“I am proud to sign bills 
into law that prioritize 
wellness and set Rhode 
Island apart as a leader 
in opioid use treatment 
as well as access to tele-
medicine,” McKee said. “I 
commend our legislative 
partners for their steadfast 
commitment to improving 
health and wellness across 
Rhode Island.” 

After the signatures 
were cast in ink, and the 
pens dispersed to those in 
the crowd who helped in-
spire the legislation, Mas-
semini opened his enve-
lope, removed his copies, 
and asked McKee for one 
more pen stroke. 

The ceremony capped 
a nearly two-year effort. 
His grief helped inspire a 
new law. The governor’s 
signature didn’t bring his 
son back, but it might save 
someone else’s.

“With the passing of ‘Ry-
an’s Bill,’ I hope to stop un-
necessary and dangerous 
over prescribing of Opiod 
medications by incompe-
tent physicians,” Massemi-
ni wrote. “Physicians need 
to take the time to treat 
patients’ diseases without 
relying on just prescribing 
addictive medications as a 
panacea.”

BILL SPONSOR: State Rep. Deborah Fellela (D-District 43, Johnston) co-sponsored a bill that may eventually 
be called “Ryan’s Law,” inspired by the death of Johnston High School graduate Louis Ryan Massemini, who died 
after overdosing on prescription medication. (Sun Rise photo by Rory Schuler)

■ Bill
(Continued from page 6)
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Warwick Fire Department and
Warwick Fire� ghters Local 2748, IAFF

cordially invite you to the

Fire� ghter’s Memorial Service
on Sunday, October 3, 2021 at 9:00 am

111 Veterans Memorial Drive
Warwick, Rhode Island
Co� ee and Pastries to follow

Stabilization Incentive.”
In order to qualify for 

the TSI reimbursement, 
a community must have 
a signed tax stabilization 
agreement with a compa-
ny that will create at least 
50 new full-time jobs, and 
the developer must com-
mit a capital investment of 
at least $10 million toward 
project cost.

“The $1.5 million will 
essentially ensure the sta-
bility of the tax streams re-
ceived by the town,” Mill-
er said. “It will smooth out 
some of the tax payments, 
and ensure relatively pre-
dictable payments to the 
town under its own TSA 
structure.” 

Work may soon begin 
at the site off Hartford Av-
enue, near the intersection 
with Interstate 295.

“The company has pre-
dicted to the governor that 
it may … break ground as 
soon as the next couple 
months,” Miller said. “So 
if all goes well they will be 
moving swiftly to get into 
the ground.”

The tax agreement with 
the town dictates Amazon 
will be required to make 
a series of 20 annual tax 

payments averaging more 
than $7.2 million each year 
for the next two decades.

The company will pay 
$5.7 million the first year, 
with a fixed annual 2.5 
percent increase, raising 
the annual payment to 
more than $9 million by 
the 20th year.

“This is not a last-mile 
facility,” Miller said. “This 
is not an Amazon distri-
bution center that will 
simply deliver to Rhode 
Islanders, while that’s 
quite important. This is 
actually a national asset.”

Amazon will save sig-
nificantly by avoiding tax-
ation of its tangible assets. 

“A project you have 
probably heard of … we 
are very pleased that 
Amazon, a company with 
many choices as to facili-
ties of this scale, has cho-
sen Rhode Island,” Miller 
said. “The project that will 
be produced in Johnston 
is a 3.8 million square 
foot complex that we be-
lieve will be the largest 
single facility in Rhode Is-
land, when all is said and 
done.”

An estimated price tag 
for construction of the six-
story, 3,864,972-square-
foot “new, state-of-the-art 
Amazon Robotics Sort-
able Fulfillment Center” 
hovers around $290 mil-
lion.

Prior to the public hear-
ing where the Town Coun-
cil ultimately approved 
the TSA, Polisena Jr. asked 
Johnston’s legal counsel 
to estimate the amount of 
money Amazon will save 
with the agreement in 
place.

“Just spoke with the so-
licitor,” Polisena Jr. wrote 
via text message several 
weeks ago. “He believes 
based on rough estimates 
they’ll be paying around 
60% of their total obliga-
tion.”

Amazon will make the 
stabilized annual pay-
ments “in lieu of any and 
all other real and personal 
property taxes and assess-
ments,” according to the 
tax agreement.

“The project will yield 
$146 million to the town 
over 20 years in the way of 
local tax revenue,” Miller 
said. “Amazon’s also pro-
viding a Community Part-
nership Agreement within 
which there will be ben-
efits both to the town, and 
for that matter, to the state. 
In the case of the town, its 
public spaces and public 
programs … a variety of 
such investments across 
the town.” 

Amazon estimates it 
will hire 1,350 full-time 
associates, starting at 
$18 hourly wages, plus 
healthcare, dental and 
401K benefits.

The company also es-
timates it will hire 150 
managerial, technical and 
operational oversight jobs 
with estimated $60,000 an-
nual managerial salaries.

“The company has ex-
pressed that it will em-
ploy 1,500 people in the 
construction period … 
construction labor,” Mill-
er told the board. “And 
an equal number, 1,500 
going forward on a per-
manent basis. There are 
reasonable doses of spec-
ulation around that num-
ber, meaning there are 
those who think it’s very 
conservative; it will be a 
bigger number.”

The new employees’ 
compensation should to-
tal around $57,000,000 in 
“new annual payroll cre-
ated.”

In all, Johnston expects 
to receive more than $170 
million in tax dollars and 
additional benefits over 
two decades from the pro-
posed Amazon facility.

“The (CPA) also in-
cludes state benefits, and 
among these there are in-
vestments in education 
and training, and there are 
investments in small busi-
ness lending, including 
the Small Business Assis-
tance Program, SBAP, that 
is administered by this 
Commerce Corporation,” 
Miller said. “So we’re 
very pleased about those 
benefits.”

Over the 20-year life 

of the tax agreement, 
Amazon will contribute 
$582,500 annually toward 
funding a “Johnston High 
School Pathway Program, 
including, but not limited 
to a P-Tech career path-
way program for Johnston 
High School students,” 
according to the signed 
agreement.

P-Tech refers to Path-
ways in Technology Ear-
ly College High School. 
Amazon will also make 
a $400,000 one-time pay-
ment to cover the pro-
gram’s initiation costs.

The company has also 
pledged to make five an-
nual payments of $250,000 
(totaling $1,250,000) to-
ward Rhode Island Mu-
nicipal Education and 
Training Initiatives.

“All of this was negoti-
ated very ably by [John-
ston] Mayor [Joseph M.] 
Polisena, who really has 
done a phenomenal job 
in partnering with Gov. 
McKee, and Gov. McKee, 
I think it was during the 
transition … has been 
involved with this pro-
spective transaction that 
was still only a hoped-for 
project when the lieuten-
ant governor was enter-
ing the governor’s seat,” 
Miller said. “And of 
course there’s a very close 
relationship between the 
governor and the mayor, 
and they very effectively 
navigated this.”

Polisena did not return 
a call for comment.

“We were very grate-
ful that both the gover-
nor and the mayor were 
at the council hearing in 
Johnston where this pro-
posal was approved, with 
the TSI as a hoped-for in-
gredient,” Miller told the 
board. “But that’s pend-
ing, of course … the ap-
proval of this board, as it 
always would be, for final 
enactment. So this item 
has been reviewed by the 
Investment Committee as 
well.”

The board voted unani-
mously to approve the 
TSI, granting Johnston 
$1.5 million.

JOHNSTON ON THE AGENDA: On Monday night, the Rhode Island Commerce 
Corporation Board of Directors met and voted unanimously to approve a $1.5 million 
reimbursement for Johnston, following the town’s tax agreement with Amazon. (Sun 
Rise photo for Rory Schuler)

■ Amazon
(Continued from page 1)

Got something to sell???
Advertise in the Classifieds

Call 732-3100 today!
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“I need a doctor, imme-
diately … immediately,” 
came the woman’s com-
manding voice. She didn’t 
wait for a reply from the 
emergency room nurse.

“Did you hear me, im-
mediately. My son has ap-
pendicitis.”

The boy started crying 
hysterically. “Mommy, 
mommy, I don’t want to 
go.”

“The doctor is with an-
other patient,” the nurse 
said.

“Don’t tell me that. I’ve 
heard that before. His ap-
pendix is ready to burst … 
Do you want his appendix 
to burst? Do you want to 
be responsible for that? 
Because that’s what’s go-
ing to happen and I’m go-
ing after you.”

The nurse attending to 
me backed away from the 
mobile computer station 
she was using to enter the 
information I provided. 
She apologized, saying 
she’d be back.

The emergency room 
that had been subdued 
and reassuring suddenly 
clicked into high gear. 
There was a high rate of 
beeping. I couldn’t see 
them, but people were 
arriving at the scene. 
The boy’s high-pitched 
screaming didn’t abate. 
There were a lot of “you’re 
going to be all right” and 
“the doctor is here.” I 
couldn’t make out what 
the mother was saying, 
but the tone of her voice 
was demanding.

I was beginning to won-
der if I had made the right 
decision coming to the 
ER at Bassett Hospital in 
Cooperstown, New York. 
My daughter Diana, a 
physical therapist, had 
listened carefully to my 
description of pain run-
ning down the left side of 
my back. Over the phone 
she directed me to move 
in various directions, to 
take deep breaths and 
move my head. Up until 
the night before, the pain 
was tolerable, a nuisance. 
When it got worse, Carol 
and my niece Christa 
gave me massages. That 
helped. After a sleepless 
night where I couldn’t 
find a comfortable posi-
tion and tried hot com-
presses, walking and 
pushups, I was anxious to 
find relief. Diana’s diag-
nosis was muscle spasms 
caused by herniated discs 
that had been diagnosed 
some years go. She sug-
gested seeing a doctor to 
rule out a possible organ 
issue.

My ER visit offered in-
sight to pressures on those 
working in the medical 
system.

I recognized immedi-
ately, as it has been insti-
tuted at Kent Hospital, an 
effort to personalize care 
with a white board in the 
curtain cubicle that would 
serve as my temporary 
room. An attendant filled 
in the line designed for 

doctor with the doc’s last 
name and wrote the first 
names of those I would 
come in contact with.

When the attendant re-
turned to complete the 
questions, I was curious 
to the disposition of the 
boy whose cries I could 
still occasionally hear.

Was the mother correct, 
was his appendix giving 
him such distress?

I should have known 
she couldn’t answer be-
cause of HIPAA regula-
tions about divulging the 
conditions of patients.

“Let’s say your sus-
picions are correct,” she 
said. There was no mis-
taking her opinion of the 
mother’s outburst, which 
apparently was not all 
that unusual. A lot has 
been reported on unruly 
airline passengers and 
what is being done to stop 
them from berating and 
even scuffling with flight 
attendants and other pas-
sengers in the midst of a 
flight. They have been ar-
rested, fined and barred 
from flights.

“People need to be kind 
to one another,” she said.

I asked about her ex-
periences and learned 
because of staff short-
ages she had canceled a 
getaway weekend with 
her family to be at work. 
She was not alone. Oth-
ers, including the woman 
who greeted me when I 
entered the ER and four 
hours later handled my 
discharge, was also put-
ting in an extra long week 
because of staff shortages.

She left momentarily 
to wheel in an X-ray ma-
chine. That didn’t take 
long and was followed 
by a woman who wired 
me for an EKG. She took 
a reading and then real-
ized she had mistakenly 
switched the wires for the 
arm and leg. We made 
light of it and she took a 
second reading, but hav-
ing witnessed the moth-
er’s lack of consideration 
for those she was seeking 
help from for her son, I 
could imagine some pa-
tients would have been 
outraged.

Rachael, the nurse listed 
on the white board, was 
working her regular shift. 
She inserted an IV to take 
blood samples.

Listening to a doctor 
in a nearby curtained cu-
bicle, I wondered if our 
access to information is 
all that good. The patient 
had clearly researched 

what he believed to be his 
problem. He questioned 
the doctor on his diagno-
sis, which can be a good 
thing, except in this in-
stance he was defiant. In 
measured tones, sound-
ing like a parent explain-
ing to their child why they 
won’t be stopping to get 
ice cream, the doctor went 
over the diagnosis. The 
patient barely let the doc 
get in a word edgewise. 
Indeed, what happened to 
kindness if not common 
decency?

The doc who had my 
case was brief and to the 
point. We shook hands. 
He looked over the infor-
mation I’d provided and 
at first glance pretty much 
concluded what Diana 
diagnosed, but to be sure 
lined me up for the bat-
tery of tests. True to his 
word, he was back once he 
had the results. He didn’t 
see any abnormalities and 
prescribed a muscle relax-
ant and Ladocaine patch-
es to relieve pain.

Soon the nurse was 
back to remove the IV. The 
attendant who first greet-
ed me during the appen-
dix episode, whose name 
apparently wasn’t on the 
white board, returned 
with plastic bags contain-
ing my clothes and shoes. 
The hospital had called 
ahead to the nearby CVS 
with my prescription. The 
mother with the scream-
ing son was also prepar-
ing to leave. It looked like 
my encounter with the 
medical system was com-
ing to a close. I was mis-
taken.

It being more than an 
hour since the hospital 
phoned in the prescrip-
tion, I thought we would 
be in and out in short or-
der. Two were staffing the 
store pharmacy. One was 
working the drive-up that 
included rapid COVID 
testing – and, from what 
I could tell, was dealing 
with some demanding 
customers. The woman 

who I assumed was the 
pharmacist from her 
white smock was talking 
with a pleasant enough 
man at the counter who 
wanted to get the Pfizer 
vaccination. CVS couldn’t 
help him at this location. 
She suggested other com-
munities, all of them no 
closer than a half-hour 
drive. Remember, this is 
upstate New York, and 30 
minutes isn’t all that long 
a drive.

The customer behind 
him gave her name and 
was expecting to pickup a 
prescription. The pharma-
cist said it wasn’t ready 
and it would be a half 
hour. The woman wasn’t 
happy. She grabbed the 
nearest chair in full view 
of the pharmacist.

I was next. The pharma-
cist looked at my prescrip-
tion and gave me the same 
information. I’d need to 
wait. Then looking at the 
paperwork, she said the 
Ladocaine patches were 
available over the counter. 
She’d show me where I 
could find them.

I thought the stare of the 
waiting woman would 
burn through the two of 
us.

“It looks like you’re 
busy,” I ventured. For a 
second time I was hearing 
of staff woes. She didn’t 
dally and returned to the 
pharmacy to fill prescrip-
tions.

I stood waiting next to 
the woman in the chair. In 
five minutes the pharma-
cist, holding up a white 
bag, was calling my name. 
She totaled the amount 
and I paid by credit card.

The woman was now 
out of her chair.

“I was here before him 
and you filled his order 
first. I’ve got kids at home. 
My husband is at work. 
Why is it that he went 
first? You tell me why.”

I didn’t wait to hear the 
pharmacist’s reply. It was 
time to check out of the 
medical system.

Kindness a good prescription when visiting the ER

This Side
Up

by 
John 

howell
Where does the right to personal choice 

end, and the burden of personal respon-
sibility to protect your fellow beings be-

gin? How far is someone willing to go to preserve the 
former at the expense of the latter?

Rhode Island will find out in the coming weeks 
and months, as a statewide mandate requiring CO-
VID vaccination of all health care workers – includ-
ing firefighter EMTs – becomes effective on Friday. 
Many health care workers now face the simple deci-
sion of getting the shot, or losing their jobs.

It is interesting (but perhaps not surprising) that 
the COVID vaccine mandate has become such a po-
liticized, hot potato issue that has generated lawsuits 
at the local and federal level. 

Health care 
workers who 
have direct con-
tact with pa-
tients have long 
been required 
to show proof 

of vaccination against measles, mumps and rubella 
(MMR), chickenpox, whooping cough and the flu, 
and these mandates have never generated any no-
table controversy or derision.

The logic behind requiring the COVID vaccine is 
exactly the same. Those who interact with patients 
– often medically fragile individuals with compro-
mised immune systems, such as sick and elderly 
people – should take every precaution to prevent 
spreading a possibly fatal illness to those they are 
charged, ethically and legally, with trying to help.

Despite all the purposefully deceitful propaganda 
and fear-mongering surrounding the development 
and efficacy of the COVID vaccine, there exists zero 
legitimate, peer-reviewed scientific evidence that the 
vaccine is unsafe to all but a tiny minority of those 
who have a history of proven allergic reactions to 
vaccinations. Such individuals are not subject to the 
mandate, as should be the case.

Religious exemptions are more complicated. Le-
gally speaking, the separation of church and state 
in this country is a blurred line at the best of times. 
What should take precedence during a global health 
crisis – the personally held religious beliefs of an indi-
vidual, or the public welfare of a whole community?

It’s a challenging question, for sure, and one wor-
thy of debate.

But we must also wonder how many people ap-
plying for such exemptions are doing so not because 
they actually believe that labs using fetal tissue to 
test the vaccines during development violates their 
religious moral code – there are no fetal cells in the 
actual vaccines, despite nefarious attempts to say 
otherwise – but because they see it as the last tool 
available at their disposal to safeguard and support 
their vaccine hesitancy? We would guess that the 
majority of such exemption requests fall into that 
category.

The debate over vaccine mandates is just the most 
recent manifestation of the broader debate that has 
been raging since the first mask mandates started 
cropping up in states throughout the nation. It is 
a debate rooted deeply in a selfish sense of entitle-
ment – where any attempts from the government 
to force someone to make a decision that contrib-
utes to the positive well being of somebody else is 
unabashed tyranny, and an affront to everything 
American.

What those still resistant to the vaccine fail to 
recognize, even as they risk literally losing their 
livelihood and source of income as a result of their 
stubbornness, is that this isn’t a tyrannical mandate. 
They still have the freedom of choice to exercise 
their right to not receive a vaccine.

However, as with every other American right, 
from free speech to the right to own a firearm, you 
are not free from the consequences of any decision 
you make while exercising that right. Some will 
learn that lesson, and hopefully learn from it, be-
ginning on Friday.

Freedom of choice, 
but not from  

consequences

• WHERE TO WRITE:
 1944 Warwick Avenue
 Warwick, RI 02889
 RoryS@RhodyBeat.com
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LegaL Notices
and expenses assessed after the 
Collector's Sale.

 Pursuant to Rhode Island Gen-
eral Laws Section 44-9-21, if the 
real estate in which you have a 
substantial interest is purchased 
by someone other than the Town of 
Johnston, you may redeem the real 
estate by paying or tendering to the 
purchaser or his or her legal repre-
sentatives, assigns or to the person 
or persons to whom assignment of 
the tax title has been made by the 
Town of Johnston, or the Treasurer, 
the original sum and any intervening 
taxes having been paid to the munic-
ipality plus interest thereon at a rate 
of one percent (1%) per month and 
costs, plus a penalty as provided in 
Rhode Island General laws Section 
44-9-19, or in the case of an as-
signee of a tax title from the Town of 
Johnston, the amount stated in the 
instrument of assignment, plus the 
above-mentioned penalty.

 The right of redemption may be 
exercised only by those entitled to 
notice of the Sale pursuant to Rhode 
Island General Laws Section 44-9-
10 and Section 44-9-11, and may 
be exercised at any time prior to the 
entry of Final Judgment in an action 
to foreclose the right of redemption 
filed pursuant to Rhode Island Gen-
eral Law Section 44-9-25. You are 
encouraged to review Rhode Island 
General Laws pertaining to tax sales 
and/or consult with an attorney con-
cerning you rights.

Joseph Chiodo
Finance Collector/Director

9/17, 9/24, 10/1/21

- Public Hearing on a proposed 
conversion of a mill building to a 
16-unit residential building.  Lo-
cated at 634 Mill Street AP 4 Lot 
311 - Property is zoned - PD.  Ap-
plicant: Geranskye Real Estate, 
LLC 

PB 21-32 - An Advisory Opinion to 
the Town Council on the request 
to purchase 24 Hedley Street AP 
14 Lot 359.  Applicant Marvin Gus-
tavo Portillo. 

PB 21-04 – Cherry Blossom Es-
tates – Public Meeting on a pro-
posed Master Plan Approval. AP 
5 Lot 339 – behind 3 & 5 Granite 
Street. Zoned R-20.

PB 21-33 - Taft Avenue/Theresa 
Avenue - Public Meeting on a Con-
ceptual/Master Plan of a three-lot 
Minor Subdivision on a private 
road.  Located behind 110 Grand-
view Avenue and fronting on the 
paper Taft and Theresa Avenues.  
AP 11 Lot 589 and AP 23 Lot 47.  
Zoned R-15 and R-20.  Applicant: 
The Malvin Company, LLC

IV.ADMINISTRATIVE REPORT & 
SPECIAL ITEMS 
1. Comprehensive Plan Update
 a. Request of information from 
School Department
 b. Discussion of process with 
consultant. 

V. ADJOURNMENT

The Planning Board Agenda and Minutes 
are available for review at ClerkBase on 
the Town’s web page or Monday through 
Friday between 8:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m. 
at the Planning Office, 100 Irons Avenue, 
Johnston.
Items not heard by 9:30 p.m. may be contin-
ued to the next Regular Meeting or a special 
meeting at the discretion of the Board. 
Facilities are handicap accessible. Inter-
preter services may be requested from TTD 
(401) 792-9642 at least 72 hours in advance.

9/24, 10/1/21

Office of the Town Clerk
Town of Johnston

1385 Hartford Avenue
Johnston, Rhode Island 02919

(401) 351-6618

Notice is given pursuant to Rhode 
Island General Law § 3-5-17 that 

TOWN OF JOHNSTON
OFFICE OF THE 

TAX COLLECTOR

COLLECTOR'S SALE
OF REAL ESTATE FOR

TAXES DUE AND
UNPAID

Johnston Municipal Court
1600 Atwood Avenue
Johnston, RI 02919

October 7, 2021

 The undersigned, Finance Direc-
tor/Collector of the Town of Johnston, 
hereby gives notice that he will sell 
at public auction to the highest bid-
der at the Johnston Municipal Court, 
1600 Atwood Avenue, Johnston, 
Rhode Island 02919, on Thursday, 
October 7, 2021 at 10:00 a.m., the 
various parcels of real estate or so 
much thereof as may be necessary 
to pay the taxes which constitute a 
lien thereon set forth in the original 
advertisement of  September 10, 
2021  in THE SUNRISE of that date 
to which reference is hereby made

 Property upon which taxes have 
been paid since the advertisement 
first appeared, will not, of course, be 
included in the sale.

 Pursuant to Rhode Island Gen-
eral Laws Section 44-9-19, if the 
real estate in which you have a sub-
stantial interest is purchased by the 
Town of Johnston and has not been 
assigned, you may redeem the real 
estate by paying or tendering to the 
Treasurer of the Town of Johnston 
the sum for which the real estate was 
purchased, plus a ten percent (10%) 
penalty of the purchase price if re-
deemed within six (6) months after 
the date of the sale. Beginning with 
the seventh (7th) month forward, an 
additional one percent (1%) of the 
purchase price for each succeeding 
month will be added, together will all 
charges lawfully added for interven-
ing taxes plus interest thereon at a 
rate of one percent (1%) per month 

PLANNING BOARD MEETING
Tuesday October 5th, 2021; 

6:00 P.M.
Johnston Senior Center

1291 Hartford Ave.
Johnston, RI 02919

AGENDA

I. CALL TO ORDER & ROLL CALL
II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
III. NEW BUSINESS

PB 20-44 - Mill Street Apartments 

the Johnston Town Council, sitting 
as the Liquor Licensing Commission 
under Title 3 Chapter 5 of the Rhode 
Island General Laws of 1956, as 
amended, shall hold a Public Hear-
ing on Tuesday, October 12th, 2021 
at 7:00 p.m. at the Johnston Munici-
pal Court Building, 1600 Atwood Av-
enue, Johnston, RI. 

The purpose of the Public Hearing is 
to consider the following application 
for a liquor license.

Applicant: Raj Patel
Business Name: Tri Town Liquors, Inc.
 d/b/a Tri Town Wine and Spirits
Transfer From: LA Enterprises, Inc. 
 d/b/a Tri Town Wine and Spirits
Location: 39 Putnam Avenue
 Johnston, RI  02919
License Type: Class A - Liquor License- 
 Transfer of Ownership

Remonstrants are entitled to be 
heard before the granting of the li-
cense.

Per Order:
Johnston Town Council
Robert V. Russo, Council President

Individuals requesting interpreter 
service for the hearing impaired 
must notify the Office of the Town 
Clerk seventy-two hours in advance 
of the meeting date.

9/24, 10/1/21

BY HAND: John Ricci initially started his restoration of a 1934 Cadillac by hand-
crafting wooden seat frames for vehicle’s interior. The car sat in his garage and 
served as a shelf for decades, but was finally restored to its current “show-stopper” 
condition. (Submitted photo)

TIME TO CRUISE: John Ricci takes a seat behind the wheel of his 1934 Cadillac. 
This weekend, he’ll be driving the car that he restored to Newport to compete in the 
Concours d’Elegance. (Sun Rise photo by Rory Schuler)

A toolmaker by trade, 
and frugal by nature, 
Ricci has combed the East 
Coast looking for parts. 
And when the part was 
unreachable, he made it 
himself.

“My 1934 Cadillac was 
purchased in 1966, at age 
28 … and amidst restor-
ing a 1930 Willy’s,” Ricci 
and his daughter Jennifer 
wrote in their applica-
tion to the organizers of 
the Concours d’Elegance. 
“This very dilapidated 
convertible coupe was 
found in an opened ga-
rage about a quarter of a 
mile from my house by 
a friend who traveled by 
horse and buggy.”

It’s been 51 years since 
Ricci asked “Mac,” a 
character in the neighbor-
hood, who’s buggy lan-
tern could be seen swing-
ing back and forth as he 
roamed Johnston’s roads 
at night, to watch out for 
interesting old cars.

Mac scored for Ricci, 
discovering the ’34 Caddy 
in a garage on Waveland 
Street. 

The future “showstop-

per” was just a dusty and 
dinged-up green monster, 
with dark blue and ma-
roon undercoats, creased 
bumpers and a decimated 
interior.

“I never saw one be-
fore,” he said, thinking 
back to 1966. “I knocked 
on the door and asked, 
‘What is it?’ I asked the 
owner if I could go look.”

He pointed out the de-
tails that distinguish the 
1934 Cadillac from the far 
more common 1935 mod-
el.

“I saw the bi-plane 
bumpers and the way the 
fenders are cut away; a 
little like an Auburn but 
with that bubble in front. I 
was overwhelmed,” Ricci 
recalled. “The rest was 
good. It wasn’t all rotted. I 
just had to make it up and 
make it work.”

The previous owner 
stored the Cadillac in an 
unfinished dirt-floor ga-
rage with no door.

“Not aware of what 
it was, it’s intriguing 
body and unusual fend-
ers sparked my interest,” 
Ricci wrote. “I approached 
the owner to see if he 
would sell it, providing I 
could get it to start.”

He left and returned 

with a can of gas and an 
electric pump. He took all 
the spark plugs out and 
squirted oil in every cylin-
der.

“But it just went ‘Eh!’” 
Ricci said.

The car’s original home 
was atop a hill.

“With no shift or oper-
ating brakes, I was able to 
jump start it going down-
hill, then proceeded to 
drag it home,” Ricci wrote 
in his Concours d’Elegance 
application. 

“That year, I built a large 
enough garage to occupy 
it, while completing my 
Willy’s restoration,” Ricci 
wrote. “It remained there 
under clutter for over 40 
years before starting the 
restoration in 2007 and 
completing it in 2017.”

He approached the car’s 
front-end carefully, bend-
ing forward at the waist. 
His eyes met the chrome 
“Goddess” hood orna-
ment.

■ Car
(Continued from page 1)

CAR - PAGE 11■
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SHOWSTOPPER: John Ricci points out the details that differentiate his 1934 Cadillac from the far more common 1935 model; a slightly dif-
ferent hood ornament, the grill’s mesh bottom, and the bi-plane and bullet bumpers. (Sun Rise photos by Rory Schuler)

PAST & 
PRESENT: 
John Ricci’s 

daughter Jen-
nifer stands 
with his be-
loved 1934 

Cadillac as a 
child during 

the 1970s 
(top right) 
and as an 

adult, after it 
was restored 
in 2017 (bot-

tom right).
(Submitted 

photos)

“First I saw her in Her-
shey, but the guy wanted 
$400,” he recalled. “The 
next year, I went to Carl-
isle, and saw the same guy. 
Now he wanted $500 for 
the hood ornament. Then 
I found out I could buy a 
reproduction, but it would 
cost me $400, and it would 
be smaller; it wouldn’t be 
the same. So I bought the 
original.”

Under the “Goddess” 
shines the brass wings of 
the Cadillac emblem. Ricci 
considered gold-plating 
the wings until he dis-
covered they were factory 
brass. When brass is origi-
nal, it’s better than gold.

Ricci used old Cadillac 
brochures as restoration 
reference guides. 

“The 1935 is almost 
identical to the 1934,” Ricci 
said. “The only thing dif-
ferent that’s noticeable are 
the bi-plane bumpers, with 
bullets in the middle and a 
bar on the top and the bot-
tom. The bullets are spring 
loaded, so if you hit some-
body, it’s not supposed to 
spoil the bumper.”

His daughter Jennifer 
added to the conversation.

“It has more sex appeal 
than the ’35,” she said. 
“Whatever he couldn’t 
find, he built.”

Eventually Ricci bought 
a junker ’35 for donor 
parts. 

He cannibalized the ’35, 
painstakingly crafted re-
placement parts by hand, 
and combed flea markets 
and car shows for the rest.

Half of the stripped ’35 
sits in the yard behind his 
Tara Street home. 

Ricci’s wife Donna and 
children – John Michael, 
Jennifer and Jaclyn – gave 
money every holiday, de-
posits toward the Cadillac 
fund, in an effort to moti-
vate their dad to restore 
his ornate garage shelf into 
a show-worthy ride.

In 2014, his daughter 
Jaclyn (Ricci) Snow, a re-
tired star with the Festival 
Ballet Providence, passed 
away after a long illness.

As a tribute to her sister, 
Jennifer gave her father an 
ornament of Jaclyn with 
angel wings.

John Ricci proudly 
placed the memorial to his 
late daughter on the pas-
senger’s side dashboard, 
the same place of honor 
where many classic car 
owners prominently dis-
play car show badges.

Eventually, after four de-
cades as a shelf, and anoth-
er decade of restoration, 
the cherry red Cadillac, 
with its slightly darker red 
fenders, was ready to road 
test and show off a little.

Ricci opened the Cadil-
lac’s suicide doors. He 
adjusted the spotlight and 
his reflection smiled back 
from the glowing chrome.

On Saturday, John Ric-
ci’s 1934 Cadillac will be 
on display with some of 
the world’s most amazing 
automobiles. Car show 
judge Jay Leno will assess 
his work.

Trophy or no trophy, 
Ricci is honored to com-
pete.

“I can only enter it one 
time,” he said. “That’s 
enough.”

■ Car
(Continued from page 10)
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ALWAYS HIRING

To apply: scan the QR code with your
phone app or call 401-231-3102

2 Cherry Hill Rd.
Johnston, RI

02919

MAYORAL ADDRESS: Johnston Mayor Joseph Polisena addressed the crowd 
gathered outside at the grand opening/ribbing cutting of Heaven and Earth Cater-
ing at Schroder’s Deli. (Sun Rise photo)

PROUD 
PARENTS: 
Jim and Elaine 
Paquette are 
joined by their 
son — Chef Jeff 
Paquette — as 
they hold a spe-
cial sign that 
reads: “Fam-
ily — where life 
begins and love 
never ends” 
that speaks 
volumes about 
Johnston’s 
newest busi-
ness located 
at 1302 
Atwood Ave.                                                                                               
(Sun Rise 
photo by Pete 
Fontaine)
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By PETE FONTAINE

With Jeff and Kimberly 
Paquette, their key word is 
— and has always been — 
family.

That was reinforced time 
and again Monday morning 
during the grand opening of 
Johnston’s newest food ser-
vice business — Heaven and 
Earth Catering at Schroder’s 
Deli at 1302 Hartford Ave.

There were red, white and 
blue inflated star-shaped 
balloons as well as ones 
with smiling faces attached 
to corn stalk decorations, 
further proof of how much 
detail Jeff Paquette — who 
has spent three decades and 
counting in the food service 
industry since he was a dish-
washer at age 13 — pays to 
each and every details of his 
many food offerings.

There was one sign, which 
was held by Jeff’s father Jim 
Paquette amid the morn-
ing’s special pomp and cir-
cumstance that included 
Johnston High School Class 
of 1972 classmates Johnston 
Mayor Joseph Polisena and 
Cranston Mayor Ken Hop-
kins that epitomized what 
the restaurateurs bring to 
town.

“Family — where life be-
gins and love never ends” 
echoed silently but loud and 
clear through a short ceremo-
ny emceed by Jim Hopkins, 
a former JHS teacher-coach 
who chairs the Panthers Ath-
letic Hall of Fame commit-
tee, who along with his wife 
Lois have long been friends 
with the Paquettes and en-
joyed many-a-meal at the 
couple’s former restaurant in 
East Providence.

“Today, we welcome Jeff 
and Kim, two great people 
who are known for always 
serving good food and en-
joy giving back to the com-
munity,” Jim Hopkins be-
gan while welcoming the 
Paquette’s family, friends 
and town officials including 
JPD Chief Joe Razza, Deputy 
Chief Mark Vieira, JFD Chief 
Peter Lamb and Councilman 
Joseph Polisena Jr. “It is my 
honor to welcome you to this 
grand opening and now I’d 
like you to meet Jeff’s moth-
er Elaine Paquette, who will 
offer a special blessing.”

Soon thereafter, Jim Hop-
kins introduced his brother 
and Johnston native Ken 
Hopkins, who offered his 
congratulations to Jeff and 
Jim and Kim from the City of 
Cranston.

“Like the people in John-
ston,” Ken Hopkins began, 
“Cranstonians love to eat at 
our many fine restaurants. 
I personally welcome you 
to town and will encourage 
people to support our busi-
ness. On behalf of our city, 
we extend a warm welcome 
to the business community 
and wish you well for many 
years to come.”

Polisena, who like Mayor 
Hopkins, presented Jeff and 
Jim with a special official 
commendation, then offered 
his sincerest congratulations 
and warm welcome “on this 

special occasion” and as he 
has emphasized during his 
tenure emphasized: “It’s the 
small businesses that drive 
the economic engine of our 
town.”

The grand opening also 
featured an official ribbon 
cutting performed by Jeff 
and Jim who were flanked 
by Polisena and Hopkins, 
who held the ribbon.

After which Jim Paquette 
said: “Thank you for com-
ing and we hope you will 
… enjoy our food. With that, 
please join us for coffee and 
enjoy a sampling of what we 
will serve here at Heavy on 
Earth Catering at Schroder’s 
Deli.”

Each and every guest 
was highly impressed with 
the unique food samplings, 
the taste and presentation 
which was further proof of 
the pride — and detail — the 
Paquettes take for each and 
every offering.

“Chef Jeff’s experience in 
the restaurant and food in-
dustry is quite diverse and 
extensive,” Jim Hopkins 
wanted it known. “He began 
washing dishes, to sweep-
ing the floor and doing small 
jobs. We first met at his for-
mer Paquette’s Family Res-
taurant in East Providence 
that unfortunately, due to the 
pandemic and lack of help, 
had to close.”

Meanwhile, as Jim Hop-
kins related: “I was abso-
lutely thrilled when Jeff 
told me he was going to 
purchase Schroder’s Deli 
that many people know has 
been around since 1945. The 
people of Johnston and sur-
rounding communities are 
going to love the food here. 
To coin a phrase Jeff and 
Kim — whose experience 
includes waitressing — of-
fer delicious food that’s like 
Heaven on Earth!”

The Paquettes, who as Jim 
Hopkins noted “are famous 
for many different foods in-
cluding their famous fam-
ily meals, including chicken 
parmesan, penne Rustico 
and Portuguese Stuffed Cod. 
Those are just a few of Jeff’s 
signature dishes that have 
received rave reviews from 
a number of noted food crit-
ics.”

As he said at the conclu-
sion of the grand opening 
ceremony, Jim Hopkins 
mused with a special smile 
on his face: “It is my under-
stating that Amazon made 
its final decision to come to 
Johnston once they found 
out that Heaven on Earth 
Catering was opening here 
at Schroder’s Deli on At-
wood Avenue!”

Thus, Jeff and Kim — 
Johnston’s newest business 
owners — are open Mon-
day through Friday from 9 
a.m. to 6 p.m. and Saturdays 
from 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. and 
they’re closed Sunday. For 
more information, take out 
or a menu, please call 401-
942-1234. People can also go 
on Facebook, Instagram and 
Yelp. 

Their website is heaven 
onearthcateringsd.com.

A slice of 
Heaven lands 
in Johnston

OFFICIAL OPENING: Jeff and Kim Paquette, assisted by Johnston Mayor Joseph Polisena, Cranston Mayor Ken Hop-
kins and Elaine Paquette make it official during Monday’s grand opening/ribbing cutting of Heaven and Earth Catering 
at Schroder’s Deli, 1302 Atwood Avenue.  (Sun Rise photos by Pete Fontaine)



Johnston Sun Rise14 Friday, October 1, 2021

Sports
I recently swung by the 

CLCF Chiefs youth foot-
ball teams for photos at 
Cranston Stadium.

When looking back on 
the games that I covered, 
it made me take a second 
to consider the debate that 
has been going on for de-
cades regarding the safety 
of playing football.

As most of us know, 
over the course of the 
past 20 or so years, player 
safety in football has been 
hotly debated from the 
youth level all the way to 
the pros. Concussions are 
no longer considered to 
be “stingers” and getting 
drilled in a head-on colli-
sion is no longer chalked 
up to “getting your bell 
rung” like it used to be 
years ago.

Football is a dangerous 
game at any level. I do not 
see an objective argument 
that can be made against 
that. I do feel that the se-
verity is a bit blown out of 
proportion, though, and 
people tend to forget the 
dangers of other sports in 
the process.

It all begins with teach-
ing the game the right 
way at the youth level. 
There has been a greater 
emphasis on that in recent 
years. Between teaching 
kids how to properly tack-
le by wrapping the oppo-
nent up, not leading with 
the head, rushing the ball 
using your shoulder, all of 
that. It is so important that 
kids learn not to use their 
head on impact.

The other is equipment 
being used. Helmets are 
now lighter than they 
used to be and I know that 
companies are constantly 
working on ways to create 
equipment that is more ef-
fective in preventing con-
cussions. That too, is so 
important in a sport like 
football.

When watching the 
CLCF Chiefs, the kids 
appeared to be as safe as 
most other sports and 
none of them appeared 
to be hurting. There was 

nothing violent happen-
ing on the field. I believe 
that that is a reflection of 
the coaching from both 
sidelines, which is a great 
thing to see.

For those of you who 
read my columns, you 
know how much I love the 
game of football. It is my 
favorite sport. It always has 
been and always will be.

That is why I take this 
subject rather seriously 
when discussing it. I’m 
far from an expert on the 
medical side of head inju-
ries and am definitely not 
up to date on each and ev-
ery finding or report that is 
out there. But as a football 
fan that played the sport 
and came from a football 
family, I do believe that 
kids should be allowed to 
play football and that the 
risk is much less now than 
it used to be.

Of course, I do not speak 
for every parent out there. 
Everyone has their own 
opinion and I’ll always re-
spect how others decide to 
raise their kids. I just be-
lieve that for those parents 
who are iffy, I would not 
hesitate to sign your child 
up to play football if they 
express interest.

Think about some other 
sports.

Hockey, kids are fly-
ing around on sharp ice 
skates, on a hard surface, 
hitting each other and 
slapping around a hard 
piece of rubber that is shot 
and deflected every which 
way.

Is football 
safe for kids?

My pitch

by 
Alex 

SponSeller
SportS editor

AlexS@
rhodybeAt.com

By PETE FONTAINE

To say that the Johnston Memo-
rial Cancer Events took a page out 
of the famous Masters golf tourna-
ment would be an understatement.

As the Masters well-known slo-
gan goes, the JMCE’s annual Co-
Ed Memorial Golf Tournament – 
played last Sunday at picturesque 
and lakeside Glocester Country 
Club – is without question a tradi-
tion unlike any other.

For starters, few private or public 
golf venues have a special or desig-
nated charity.

But that’s not the case at GCC, 
which has adopted Hasbro Chil-
dren’s Hospital in Providence 
and waves any and all fees for the 
72-golfer JMCE event, which raised 
$7,000 in 2020 but this year will go 
over the $10,000 mark to help chil-
dren who have been stricken with 
cancer.

JCME’s Golf Tournament 
raises thousands for Hasbro

TOURNEY TROUPERS: Among the many GCC members who played in Sunday’s JMCE Co-Ed Memorial 
Golf Tournament were Cheryl Jason, Chris Adler, Steve Jason, Robin McFadden, Lisa Adley and Amy Warner. 
(Sun Rise photos by Pete Fontaine)

SUPER SIGN: GCC member Greg Kernick, who owns and operates 
Chepachet Wine & Spirits, holds a mock check that would go to the first 
golfer sinking a hole-in-one in Sunday’s JMCE Memorial Golf Tournament. 
He is joined by chairperson Judi Graham.

By ALEX SPONSELLER

The Rhode Island women’s ten-
nis team has been one of the best in 
the country over the past decade 
and has taken home four consecu-
tive Little East Conference titles.

As of last week, the Anchor-
women boasted an undefeated 
record to start the 2021 campaign 
and once again look poised to be 
a contender.

Leading the way for RIC is a trio 
of Cranston natives in senior Ser-
ena Bobola, junior Jenna Lisi and 
sophomore Lauren Macera.

“I think compared to last sea-
son, we were just really excited 
and pumped up to be back out 

there with a normal season. Being 
ranked No. 1 in the preseason poll 
hyped us and gave us the motiva-
tion to kick butt and take names. 
All of the girls are excited,” said 
Bobola, who is also excited to 
have gained an additional year 
of eligibility due to last year’s 
pandemic-shortened season. “I’m 
excited to finish this season and 
when I was told that I had anoth-
er year of eligibility, I knew I was 
going to take that because this 
is the best group that we’ve had 
since I’ve been here. I’m excited to 
see where we can go this year and 
next year.”

Cranston trio leading RIC women’s tennis team

JMCE - PAGE 16■ PITCH - PAGE 15■

TENNIS - PAGE 15■

SENIOR 
LEADER: 
Serena 
Bobola 
makes a 
play in 
a recent 
match. 
(Photos 
courtesy 
of RIC)
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Business Card
DireCtory

This Week’s
Featured Business...

Embroidered Apparel • Screenprinted Apparel 
Uniforms • Drinkware • Magnets • Calendars

Pens • Banners • Padfolios • Holiday Cards
Key Rings • Tote Bags • Coolers • Watches

 Flash Drives • and much MORE!
Contact Bob Giberti

for all your promotional product needs:
401-732-3100 • BobG@rhodybeat.com

Creative ProduCts • innovative ideas • Personalized serviCe

Lawn Maintenance
Tree/Hedge Trimming 

Mulch/Stone Work
Junk Removal 

...and Much More!

Tree/Hedge Trimming 

Schedule now and receive 
10%OFF  your � rst service!

FREE Estimates Within 24 Hours •  Licensed & Insured
489-9665  •  489-9665

Raymond Pezzullo 
Law Offices

Family  law
landlord/TenanT  law

wills 
debT ColleCTion

401-275-0669
1200 Hartford Avenue • Suite 117

Johnston, RI
CrediT Cards aCCepTed

Baseball, kids are stand-
ing at the plate with some-
one throwing a hard base-
ball as hard as they can in 
their direction, and will try 
hitting the ball as hard as 
they can right back at the 
pitcher.

Lacrosse, another sport 
with contact and a hard, 
heavy ball being thrown 
around at high speeds.

I can keep going on, but 
you get my point.

Now, am I saying that 
football is one of the safer 
sports to play? No, it is a 
dangerous, full-contact 
sport and anytime a player 
steps on the field, they are 
risking injury. My point, 
rather, is that there is a risk 
in most sports and that 
football has recognized 
many of the dangers that 
were once overlooked and 
are now trying to address 
them.

Football is an unbeliev-
able game and I would al-
ways support kids trying 
it out. When watching the 
Chiefs at work, it is clear 
that they are being taught 
the right way and that their 
bodies are a whole lot safer 

now than they used to be.
I have not spoken on the 

Red Sox in a while, other 
than briefly mentioning 
their COVID outbreak in 
last week’s column. The 
team has been in a red-hot 
wild card race with a few 
other teams in September, 
and it has pulled me back 
into it.

I have been on record 
numerous times saying 
how bad I believe the Ma-
jor League Baseball prod-
uct is nowadays.

It is slow-moving, un-
compelling, stat-driven, 
and just totally unbear-
able for me to watch at this 
point. I will say, though, 
the past few weeks have 
shown me how much I 
miss seeing the team play-
ing meaningful games in 
the fall and how much fun 
it can be.

Sure, the Sox won the 
World Series not too long 
ago and it is not like the 
team has had this big play-
off drought. I have just be-
come so tired of the prod-
uct and so disenchanted 
that even the past couple 
of runs, I have only had 
half of my heart in it.

Maybe it is just the time 
away, maybe my soul is no 
longer allowing me to be 

bitter to the point that I ig-
nore my hometown team. I 
don’t know what it is, but I 
have been engaged the past 
few weeks and it has been 
… almost … fun to watch 
for me. About as good as it 
has been in a decade.

Welcome back, fall base-
ball. Welcome back.

■ Pitch
(Continued from page 14)

Lisi has been the team’s 
top player since her fresh-
man year and has been 
named the LEC’s Player 
of the Year for the past 
two years. She also re-
cently received her second 
Jill Craybas Award, which 
is given to the state’s top 
female tennis player.

“I definitely feel com-
fortable and more confi-
dent in my game. I have 
definitely learned a lot 
since my freshman year 
and am smarter in my de-
cision-making when I’m 
on the court. It’s some-
thing that I never take 
for granted, there are al-
ways new players coming 
in,” Lisi said. “You never 
know who is coming in 
from other schools so I 
don’t take it for granted 
and I try to use it as moti-
vation when preparing for 
who I am facing.”

Macera was the confer-
ence rookie of the year last 
season as well and have 
already seen some im-

provement in her second 
season in college.

“We had a shortened 
season and it was differ-
ent, but Rhode Island Col-
lege was one of the few 
schools that got to play 
so I was able to get some 
experience. I had a good 
year, I won (LEC) Rookie 
of the Year which has mo-
tivated me to work hard 
this summer. I’ve been 
working really hard and 
have moved up the ladder 
a bit. I’ve adjusted well,” 
Macera said.

Lisi and company are 
thrilled to be able to rep-
resent their home city and 
to show that Cranston de-
velops top-notch athletes.

“It’s not something that 
you see every day. There 
are athletes throughout 
the state that shine in their 
respective sports but to 
see three of us be as ac-
complished as we have 
been, it’s a good showing 
on the hard work ethic 
that Cranston has to offer. 
We’re a close city, every-
one knows everyone, and 
we just want to make the 
city proud,” Lisi said.

Macera also feels that 
the Rhode Island tennis 
community is on the up.

“I think it says a lot 
about the tennis culture 
in Rhode Island. Most 
schools recruit kids from 
down south because they 
can play tennis year-
round, but more places in 
Rhode Island are provid-
ing opportunities to play 
indoors in the winter here 
and I feel that that is one 
component of how Rhode 
Island players are becom-
ing really strong players. 
That has helped the entire 
state get better,” Macera 
said.

As RIC gets set for the 
second half of its regular 
season slate, the girls are 
looking forward to hitting 
the court together and 
making another push to-
ward an LEC title.

“We’re looking to win 
another championship,” 
Bobola said. “It’s going to 
be about adjusting to the 
new lineup and working 
toward the ultimate goal 
of getting better as play-
ers and people in gen-
eral.”

MAKING NOISE: Jenna Lisi fires away against an opponent.

BREAKING OUT: Lauren Macera returns a shot.

■ Tennis
(Continued from page 14)
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And that, as Co-Ed Memorial 
Tournament chairperson Judi Gra-
ham offered Sunday, “is and has al-
ways been our mission, to keep rais-
ing money for Hasbro Children’s 
Hospital in hopes that someday 
there will be a cure.”

Added co-chairperson Linda 
LaFazia: “Everyone takes pride in 
helping Hasbro Children’s Hospital 
and the many children who receive 
extraordinary care during their 
stay.”

Take Greg Kernick, who owns 

and operates Chepachet Wine & 
Spirits. He offered a $500 prize for 
the first golfer to record a hole-in-
one.

Likewise, GCC golf pro Stan Bal-
uik rolls out the red carpet for his 
friends and members who also do-
nate countless decorative gift bas-
kets and certificates that generate 
additional revenue for the JMCE’s 
annual donation to Hasbro.

“This is about as a close-knit-
group of golfing friends as you’ll 
find anywhere,” offered Vin La-
Fazia, who has been a key to the 
JMCE’s ongoing golf success for 
over a decade. “While a lot of peo-
ple enjoy playing, there are other 

people who secure raffle prizes and 
even work the grill for the pre-tour-
ney lunch.”

Sunday, amid a lineup of golf 
carts and surrounded by the annual 
putting competition held on GCC’s 
gloriously green surface, people 
like Carolyn O’Keefe, Kim Dumas 
and Brian Curley volunteered to 
cook and serve sandwiches that al-
most every golfer enjoyed prior to 
the official greeting and reading of 
the rules ahead of the 1 p.m. tee-off.

The day concluded with a post-
tournament dinner prepared by 
Tom Morgan, who Vin LaFazia 
called “a great friend of GCC and 
the JMCE as well.”

■ JMCE
(Continued from page 14)

AUDRY’S ARMY: Audry Jorge (center) came to Glo-
cester Country Club Sunday armed with her golf clubs 
and a specially wrapped gift basket, which was one of 
many raffle prizes that further boosted the JMCE’s Co-
Ed Memorial Tournament coffers. She’s joined by chair-
person Judi Graham, Linda LaFazia, Tracy Uriati and 
Dewey Uriati. (Sun Rise photo by Pete Fontaine)

JYF  
Panthers 
making 
noise

The Johnston Youth 
Football Panthers have 
been having a blast on the 
gridiron this fall and look 
to compete for their league 
championship. Here are 
some photos of a recent 
game. (Submitted photos)

YARDS AFTER 
CARRY: Dylan 
Taylor picks up 
some yards. HAULING IT IN: Shane Trainor hauls in a pass.

COIN TOSS: Jason Schino, Drew 
Buteau, Stephen Buco and Nathan 
Della Morte watch the coin toss.
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NOAA Fisheries’ Maine Rec-
reational Information Program 
(MRIP) now has a website that 
answers angler questions about 
producing recreational fishing 
catch and effort estimates which 
are used in part to develop recre-
ational fishing harvest limits.

An article titled “Ask MRIP:  
Answering your questions about 
estimating recreational catch” 
can be found at fisheries.noaa.
gov/feature-story/ask-mrip-an-
swering-your-questions-about-
estimating-recreational-catch.

Questions covered in the ar-
ticle, which is loaded with data 
links, include: Why do we ‘esti-
mate’ recreational catch?  How 
does sampling work? How are 
estimates of recreational catch 
produced? And, how does 
NOAA Fisheries ensure its esti-
mates are high-quality?

If you have any questions on 
recreational estimates, email 
NOAA Fisheries at NMFS.
MRIP@noaa.gov.

Federal fishing law needs  
to be more climate nimble

In the past I have written 
about climate change scenario 
planning and how it is a useful 
planning tool. It is a process that 
helps fisheries mitigate and ad-
dress climate impacts on habitat, 
fish, ocean mammals and fishing 
communities. NOAA ran three 
workshops in the fishing com-
munity to explain the process.

I shared how I thought the 
plight of North Atlantic Right 
Whales would benefit from sce-
nario planning. My mistake, 
there was a North American 
Right Whale scenario planning 
session held by NOAA with a 
report issued on March 22, 2021. 
For the summary report, visit 
fisheries.noaa.gov/resource/
document/north-atlantic-right-
whale-eubalaena-glacialis-sce-
nario-planning-summary-report.

NOAA’s scenario planning for 
right whales was a good move, 
however, fish managers are not 
moving fast enough to address 
climate impacts. The scenario 
planning session was held in 
2018, with a report on the ses-
sion issued in March, 2021. So, al-
though some actions were taken 
early, it took three years to imple-
ment the new September 2021 
federal regulations designed to 
protect critically endangered 
North Atlantic right whales from 
entanglement in lobster gear.

We all have to do better, includ-
ing NOAA, its regional councils, 
state regulators, the fishing com-
munity and fishing writers like 
me to bring forward how climate 
change is impacting our fish and 
habitat.  We need too adapt or re-
authorize the Magnuson-Stevens 
Act (MSA), our national fishing 
law, to allow us to be more nim-
ble in response to climate impacts 
as climate change impacts are ex-
ponential and are not waiting for 
us.

A new bill reauthorizing the 
Magnuson-Stevens Act has been 
introduced in the United States 
House of Representatives by 
Congressmen Jared Huffman 
(D-CA) and Edward Chase (D-
HI). Visit huffman.house.gov for 
bill highlights and a copy of the 
actual bill. The bill has climate 
change provisions that would 
provide NOAA with the funding 
to do additional research, stock 
assessments to try to stay ahead 
of climate change impacts and 
gives them the authority to act 
more quickly.

Where’s the bite?

Tautog: Tautog fishing is very 
good off Newport and Pt. Ju-
dith. Fished Saturday with Dave 
and Brian Hanuschak and they 
caught tautog to 20” off Newport. 
The bite picked up an 1.5 hours 
before high tide. Brian said, “The 
tautog bite was outstanding, 
more fish than we ever caught, 
with a lot of short fish in the mix.” 
Mark Jacobs of the Lady J shared 
on the RI Saltwater Anglers blog, 
“Arrived off Pt. Judith (Saturday) 
just before nine and anchored 
only once in 35 ft. of water. Pret-
ty steady action on hi-lo rigged 
crabs with 3:1 short to keeper 
ratio. Reached our boat limit of 9 
fish with 3 over 20 inches. Pretty 
special fishing a mile from the 
marina. Looking forward to my 
first fresh tog meal of the year.” 
Doug Wade of Watch Hill Out-
fitters, Westerly, said, “The tau-
tog bite is good with customers 
having no trouble caching their 
three fish limit in about 35 feet of 
water on the rocks.” Angler Greg 
Spier said, “Fished outgoing tide 
Monday afternoon in 22 feet of 
water on structure at end of the 
Sakonnet River. Limited out with 
six tautog and one large sea bass 
in two hours. Largest tautog was 
5.10 pounds. Water still warm at 
71 degrees.” Tom Giddings of the 
Tackle Box, Warwick, said, “The 
tautog bite at Rocky Point has 
been very good with customers 
fishing from shore getting some 
nice keepers (16” minimum size, 
3 fish/person/day).  Brenton 
Reef off Newport is producing 
for customers too. With cooler 
weather things will improve as 
the Bay water is still in the seven-
ties.”

Striped bass, blue fish, false 
albacore: The bluefish bite with 
some striped bass was on this 
weekend in the West passage 
of Narragansett Bay just north 
of Hope Island, Pine Hill and 

along the western shore near 
Quidnessett Country Club, 
North Kingstown. Angler Fred 
DeFinis of Middletown said, 
“Was fishing last week at Elbow 
Ledge and massive schools of 
very large blues – all over two 
feet and many over 30 inches. 
Sleek, fat and strong. They 
would crash the surface but 
you could also blind cast or 
troll them up with small lures. 
Didn’t have to wait long for a 
hook-up – 30-40 seconds troll-
ing did the trick.”

Tom Giddings of the Tackle 
Box, said, “We have a lot of bait 
at outflows like Buckey Brook at 
the base of Conimicut Point.  A 
customer was hooking up with 
striped bass there to almost keep-
er size (28” but less than 35”). 

Large bluefish are also being 
caught throughout the upper and 
mid Bay area both in the West 
and East Passages.” Doug Wade 
of Watch Hill Outfitters, said, 
“Fishing for blues and striped 
bass from the shore has not been 
good this week, however, anglers 
are catching fish at Block Island. 
The cod are biting too at Shark’s 
Ledge.” Brian Moore said on the 
RI Saltwater Anglers blog that 
the false albacore were active 
Monday. “Albies back strong. 
Atlantic menhaden so thick you 
could walk on them. Most in-
teresting was from Jamestown 
Bridge south to lighthouse full of 
pods of dolphins.”

Freshwater: The freshwater 
largemouth bass exploded this 
week as fish started to move up 

in the water column. Tom Gid-
dings of the Tackle Box said, 
“As things cool a bit anglers are 
using top water lures to catch 
largemouth bass as some are up 
in the water column.  Places like 
Sand Pond and Gorton Pond 
are producing for customers. 
Some pickerel and pike being 
caught too.”

Dave Monti holds a captain’s 
master license and charter fishing 
license. He serves on a variety of 
boards and commissions and has 
a consulting business focusing on 
clean oceans, habitat preservation, 
conservation, renewable energy, 
and fisheries related issues and 
clients. Forward fishing news and 
photos to dmontifish@verison.net 
or visit noflukefishing.com.

No Fluke

by Captain

Dave Monti

Have questions about recreational catch estimates? NOAA’s got answers

TAUTOG BITE STRONG: Greg Spier of Foxborough, Massachusetts, and Portsmouth, Rhode Island, 
with a 5.10 pound tautog he caught at the mouth of the Sakonnet River this week in 22 feet of water. 
The water was still warm, 71 degrees.
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Making history 

Olympian Elizabeth Beisel’s 10.4-mile marathon ocean swim 
to Block Island raises funds for fi ght against cancer

O
n Sept. 25, three-
time Olympian 
and 2016 Team 
USA Captain Eliz-
abeth Beisel over-

came two weather-related post-
ponements and fought through 
a fi nish-line riptide to make his-
tory as the fi rst woman to swim 
the 10.4 miles from mainland 
Rhode Island to Block Island.

She undertook this open-
water challenge as a fundraiser 
for the nonprofi t Swim Across 
America (SAA) to benefi t cancer 
research and patient programs 
in honor of her father, Charles 
“Ted” Lyons Beisel, who passed 
away from pancreatic cancer in 
July. To date this charity swim 
has raised over $135,000.

“I’m humbled and honored 
to have completed this Block 
Cancer swim,” Beisel said. “As 
a child growing up in Rhode Is-
land and swimming in the ocean 
along our beautiful coastline, I 
always dreamed of swimming 
to Block Island. I envisioned my 
dad on the island waiting for 
me to fi nish with an ear-to-ear 
grin on his face – how proud he 
would be that I made it. Sadly, 
he passed before I could make 

� SWIM - PAGE 20
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PAID ADVERTISEMENT

spotlight BUSINESSon

Advertise your business  in

Be part of the SPOTLIGHT ON BUSINESS and get the 
word out about your business with a feature story and 
photo for one week during your 10-week advertising 
commitment... 

All for just
$40/week!
(10-week commitment)
(Includes Web)

Call Today 

732-3100

Advertise your business  in

spotlight BUSINESSon

We Deliver!

Atwood 
Florist, Inc.

1041 Atwood Ave., Johnston • 274-7300
(Between St. Rocco’s & Simmonsville Ave.) ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS

John D. Dick – Proprietor   www.atwoodfl orist.com

Brighten Someone’s Day

with Flowers

★Lowest $ In Town★
New

State-of-the-Art
Equipment —

Same Old Prices!

Jain’s Laundry
Plaza 44 • 39 Putnam Pike • Johnston • 231-7019

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8am-9pm; Sat. & Sun. 7am-8pm

WASH • DRY • FOLD
Drop Off Service
only 69¢ per lb.

Includes Softener, Bleach, Soap & Hangers
Same Day Service

1253 Hartford Ave.
Johnston, RI 02919

Now ENrolliNg
6 Weeks – 12 Years Old

Full & Part-time
Positions available

Embroidered Apparel • Screenprinted Apparel • Uniforms
Drinkware • Magnets • Calendars • Pens • Banners 
Padfolios • Holiday Cards • Key Rings • Tote Bags

Coolers • Watches • Flash Drives • and much MORE!
Contact Bob Giberti

for all your promotional product needs:
401-732-3100 • BobG@rhodybeat.com

CREATIVE PRODUCTS • INNOVATIVE IDEAS • PERSONALIZED SERVICE

YOUR
DESIGN

HERE

A Change of Season
In Between Flowers, Nature and the Inspirational Thought...

Darlene Fleming
Johnston, RI

(401)741-2579
darlenefl emingsam@gmail.com

Floral Arranging 
for Any Occasion, 

Wreaths, etc.
Custom Orders 

Available

en FFlolo

Visit us at Johnston Apple Fest September 11 & 12 
and the Scituate Art Festival October 9-11

The Term Paper
by Local Author STEVEN GAREAU

Sam Garrison wrote “The Term Paper” during his four year commitment to the 
USAF. His written radical views at that time exposed the two party system in the 
United States.

Sam fi nds himself and his friends being tracked down by government offi cials 20 
years after writing what he thought was a benign yet radical term paper exposing 
fl aws in the structure of a government. Suddenly connected to 4 students with a sim-
ilar theory Sam fi nds himself faced with an individual that will silence him at any cost.

Twists & turns in this exciting thriller will leave you on the edge of your seat and 
wanting to turn to the next page.

AVAILABLE NOW AT:

1500 atwood ave, johnston, ri 02919

401-355-pure
www.purewhiteri.com

By JENNIFER COATES

Well-known in the hospitality industry is the notion of 
a “sense of arrival.”  Broadly defined, a “sense of arrival” 
is that special feeling a customer experiences during the 
first few seconds they arrive at a destination.  That desired 
“sense of arrival” is critical to newcomers as it creates that 
ever- important first impression.

This sense of awe and wonder is exactly what residents 
and guests of The Preserve, the newest addition to the 
Briarcliffe family, feel when they first walk through the doors 
of this brand new, state-of-the art residence in Johnston 
~ but not just the first time, every time.  A true “sense of 
arrival” awaits them here.  

Every detail of The Preserve was intentionally designed 
to make residents and guests alike feel at home, from its 
welcoming lobby and bistro area to each space thereafter. 
Everything is sparkling clean and elegant, yet homey 
and inviting. One can immediately imagine life here with 
its comfortable gathering spaces and energizing colors, 
textures, and patterns.  The Preserve is quite literally alive!

The Preserve at Briarcliffe is the longtime vision of 
President/CEO Akshay Talwar and his team come to fruition.  
As with the other residences on this sprawling campus, 
this latest installment is the result of years of thoughtful 
planning.  Each of this residence’s 66 apartments is designed 
to meet the specific needs of those who live independently 
or those who require assistance with such basic needs as 
medication management or help with simple activities of 
daily living.  It is the ultimate senior living; Briarcliffe is a 
Continuing Catered Retirement Community (CCRC).

Uniquely designed so that if a person needs additional 
care, they do not need to move from independent to 
assisted living. The care comes to them.  Restaurant-style 

dining, housekeeping, landscaped grounds to explore, sunny 
patios and balconies, a full-service salon and fitness center, 
laundry service and cozy lounges where scheduled activities 
and entertainment are held are amenities afforded to all.  
The Preserve has the feeling of comfortable, luxury living 
where people engage in activities that invite socialization, 
friendship, and ongoing enrichment. The energy is uplifting 
and palatable.

The Preserve’s apartments come in six different floor plans 
from studio-size units to one bedrooms.  Each apartment 
has a kitchenette (complete with quartz countertops, 
smaller-scale refrigerators, and a microwave), “European-

style” bathrooms for safe and easy barrier-free access, 
wheelchair-width doors for those with mobility challenges, 
and large windows that let in all that natural light. The two-
story building has two elevators, wide hallways bookended 
by plate-glass windows and lined with sturdy handrails. No 
detail is left undone.

Now is the time to schedule your in-person tour of this 
new and exciting residence (masks required!) at 54 Old 
Pocasset Road in a wooded corner of Johnston.  Come to this 
beautiful setting amid tall, graceful trees, and feel at home.  

To arrange for your tour, call 401.944.2450 or visit 
Briarcliffe online at www.briarclifferi.com.

The Preserve at Briarcliffe
Redefi ning the Senior Living Experience

A welcoming social atmosphere greets residents and visitors to the Bistro at the Briarcliffe Preserve.  Come visit this gorgeous 
dining room with its expansive views of nature, just outside its sun-bathed windows.
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■ Swim 
(Continued from page 18)

this swim, but he knew I was go-
ing to do it and that helped sus-
tain him during his final months. 
I’ll never get to hug him again, 
but his fight wasn’t for nothing. I 
know that my dad’s battle, along 
with the money raised by Block 
Cancer, will save someone’s life 
one day. He is smiling knowing 
we helped give someone and 
their family the most precious 
gift of all time.”

“Elizabeth has been supporting 
Swim Across America for many 
years, even before her father’s 
diagnosis, so this was our oppor-
tunity to support her,” noted Rob 
Butcher, CEO of Swim Across 
America. “Our cancer researchers 
will use the Block Cancer funds 
for science and patient care that 
will hopefully save someone’s life 
in the future.”

Beisel entered the water at Ma-
tunuck Beach by Ocean Mist, her 
father’s favorite restaurant, and 
swam the 10.4 miles to the north-
east tip of Block Island in 5 hours 
and 19 minutes. Her mom Joannie 
and brother Danny greeted Eliza-
beth with a hug when she reached 
Block Island.

The on-water safety crew for 
Elizabeth’s swim included two 
veteran kayakers, two escort boats, 
Atlantic Shark Institute execu-
tive director Jon Dodd, Marathon 
Swimmers Federation observer 
and marathon swimmer Elaine 
Howley, SAA CEO Rob Butcher, 
Olympian Craig Beardsley and 
family friend Jack Nichting.

Donations and merchandise are 
available at blockcancer.org.

Swim Across America, Inc. 
(SAA) is dedicated to raising 
money and awareness for cancer 
research, prevention and treat-
ment through swimming-related 
events. Founded in 1987, Swim 
Across America has raised more 
than $100 million to support can-
cer research and clinical trials. 
With the help of hundreds of vol-
unteers nationwide and Olympi-
ans, Swim Across America is help-
ing find a cure for cancer through 
athleticism, community outreach 
and direct service.

To learn more visit  
swimacrossamerica.org or follow 
on Facebook @swimacrossamerica 
and Instagram and Twitter @
SAASwim.

(Images courtesy of Swim Across 
America / Cate Brown Photos)



Johnston Sun Rise 21Friday, October 1, 2021



Johnston Sun Rise22 Friday, October 1, 2021



Johnston Sun Rise 23Friday, October 1, 2021

JOHNSTON



Johnston Sun Rise24 Friday, October 1, 2021

Place Your Ad Today
Reach

LOCAL
Customers!

 ONLY 
$1500

(10-week commitment)

3.42”x2” ad
FREE COLOR WHEN AVAILABLE

PER 
WEEK

PROPANE FILLING STATION

904 Manton Ave. • Providence (IN FRONT OF STOP & SHOP)
Phil.Johnston32@gmail.com  •  www.jfcpropane.com

621-8129 Call Phil
• Open 7 days a week
• Open all year
• English & Spanish

ALL
PROPANE

TANKS
FILLED
HERE

Be Safe –GRILL!

CA$H FOR GOLD
BUYING and SELLING

Gold • Silver • Diamonds • Jewelry • Coins
OLD, NEW OR BROKEN — WE BUY IT ALL!

1450 Atwood Ave, Suite 10, Johnston, RI 02919
401.525.CA$H (2274)

MON. 10AM-6PM • TUES.-SAT. 9:30AM-6:30PM • CLOSED SUNDAY

HIGHEST PRICES PAID! Sell with confi dence

to a LICENSED precious metal dealer.

Atwood Coin and Jewelry
LIC. #201901-001

SEE OUR AD
ON THE

COLLECTIBLES
PAGE

YOUR HOMETOWN OIL COMPANY
Warwick Oil /Valley Fuel Inc.

1343 Main Street, West Warwick

823-8113
LIC. #345
LIC. #444

RI LIHEAP Vendor

• 24-Hour Emergency Service
• No Credit Card Fees
• Bulk Ultra Low Sulfur Diesel

Same Day Deliveries
CALL US BY 11:00 AM

Mention This Ad For $500 OFF Exterior Painting Jobs ($2500 & Over)

Nardone Painting Co.
INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR WORK

Roofi ng, Siding and Windows
NOW OFFERING: Carpentry,

Kitchen & Bath Remodeling & Hardwood Floors
Over 40 Years Experience — Quality Work

LICENSED & INSURED

401-943-1675
Luciano Nardone                       27 Tweed Street, Cranston

PROUDLY SERVING THE COMMUNITY SINCE 1970

Vincent S. Podmaska
Agent, Vincent S. Podmaska Insurance Agency

vinny@grahaminsuranceinc.com

1465 Atwood Avenue • Johnston, RI 02919
Tel: 401-273-8700 • Fax: 401-273-0477

401-270-7371
Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

1031 Plainfi eld Street
Johnston, RI 02919
Open Daily 8AM-8PM

NOW SERVING
Pumpkin Coffee & 
Pumpkin Pancakes

Serving Fresh Seafood
7 Days A Week

WITH

Fish & Chips
 FOR ONLY 799

Small Pasta
w/ Choice of
(1) Meatball 
or Chorizo   599

M&M’s
401-270-7371
MM ss
DINER

1168 Warwick Ave.
Warwick

463-7100

Mon.-Thur. 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Fri. & Sat. 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

TWO PAIR OF
EYEGLASSES

Select In-Stock Frame • Single Vision

$99
Bifocals $40.00 Additional

LIMITED TIME OFFER

IF YOU WEAR GLASSES READ THIS!

John L. Spaziano
John W. Spaziano
Registered Opticians

WET LEAKY BASEMENT?
• PUMPS INSTALLED • UNDER FLOOR DRAINAGE

• FOUNDATION & BULKHEAD REPAIRS
LET A PROFESSIONAL SOLVE YOUR BASEMENT WATER PROBLEMS

(401) 516-3641
www.DivConServices.com

Diversifi ed Services                       RI Reg. #9386

What’s Cooking for Fall

A Professional Drain Service Company
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
Slow Drains • Main Sewer Line Unclog
Clogged Sinks, Toilets & Shower Drains

EMERGENCY SERVICE AVAILABLE

Drain Pain? Call the Doctor!
(401) 318-9329

DoctorDrainRI.net
Doctor Drain RI LLC • doctordrainri@gmail.com




