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JOHNSTON

By PETE FONTIANE

The Panther blue and white balloons were af-
fixed to matching ribbons and placed on top 
of Panther blue and white table coverings.

The school-colored decorations were signs 
that something special was about to take 

place inside the Janice D. Mele Memorial Library at 
Johnston High School.

JHS Guidance Director Debbie Licciardi, with a sup-
porting cast led by School Superintendent Bernard Di-
Lullo Jr., Assistant Superintendent Julie Zarrella, Prin-
cipal Matt Velino and faculty members, upheld the 
tradition of honoring the Panthers Top 10 seniors with 
a luncheon.

Those students are, beginning with No. 1: Catrina 
Zinni, Ayomide Josephine Olagundoye, Willson El 
Hage, Vincent Chan, Talia Laflamme, Allison Benoit, 

Emma Homenick, Sierra Jeetan, Makayla Scuncio and 
Derek Salvatore.

The students and proud parents sat at round tables 
and enjoyed a bountiful buffet prepared and served by 
Chartwell Food Services.

However, it was no ordinary buffet — more like a 
food fest as many people concurred — for the Class of 
2023’s Top 10 seniors and their proud parents.

JHS Class of ’23 Top 10

‘Their footprints will be everlasting at Johnston High School’

HEAD OF THE CLASS: 
The JHS Class of 2023’s 
Top 10 Seniors: Catrina 
Zini, Ayomide Josephine 
Olagundoye, Willson 
Hage, Vincent Chang and 
Talia Laflamme, Allison 
Benoit, Emma Homenick, 
Sierra Jeetan, Makayla 
Scuncio and Derek 
Salvatore.
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OPEN FOR PLAY? 
Johnston has been locking most of 

the town’s ballfields. One town 
councilman would like to see that 

policy change. The town’s director 
of buildings and grounds, however, 

says the locks keep out pooping 
dogs and their irresponsible owners. 

(Sun Rise photo by Rory Schuler) 

Lock the fields or let the dogs run?
Padlocks or poop

By RORY SCHULER

There’s nothing quite like walking out 
onto a freshly raked ball diamond on a 
crisp spring afternoon — squinting up at 
the sunlight and blindly walking into 
the freshly clipped outfield grass.

Nothing sours that moment faster 
than sinking your sole into a steaming 
pile of poop.

At its core, the debate over whether to 
lock town-owned and maintained base-
ball fields has stirred strong emotions on 
both sides.

Taxpayers want access to the fields, 
however taxpayers also want those 
fields to stay clean and clear of feces.

“After meeting with the high school 

baseball coach, softball coach and little 
league president, in order to ensure the 
integrity of the fields for their use, I’ve 
made the decision to lock all the fields, 
except one, to mitigate the damage,” 
Johnston Mayor Joseph Polisena Jr. said 
Wednesday morning. 

Complaint Department 
“I’ve been getting a lot of complaints,” 

Town Councilman Robert J. Civetti said 
at last week’s Town Council meeting. 

“Why are we locking the fields and 
keeping the kids off?” he asked.

Those mounds of dog droppings are a 
primary reason why the town typically 
keeps baseball fields locked, according 

LOCKS - PAGE 7�
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For a complete list of our services, visit our website at 
atmedurgentcare.net

A Walk-In
Urgent Care 

Center
for all your 

medical needs

Occupational 
Medical Services 

available at 
both locations 

including 
pre-employment physicals, 

DOT exams, and drug testing

1524 Atwood Ave., Suite 122
Johnston, RI
401-273-9400

Orthopedic surgeon on site plus immediate access 
to hundreds of physicians and more than 

15 specialists in the same building
Monday-Friday 8 am - 9 pm

Saturday 8 am - 8 pm
Sunday 9 am - 8 pm

5750 Post Road
East Greenwich, RI

401-398-8760
Monday-Friday 8 am - 8 pm

Saturday & Sunday 
9 am - 5 pmOpen 

7 Days
a week

Providing 
care 

for over 
40 
years

Panther of 
the Week

JHS

Say you saw it in the
Johnston SunRise

POTW: This week’s Panther of the Week is Camani Batista. Camani is a 
senior and an Honor Roll student.  He was also a starter on this year’s Cham-
pionship Basketball team. Camani was nominated by Ms. Laurie Whitman. 
Ms. Whitman said, “Camani is a joy to have in class! He gives 100% every 
single day and contributes greatly to building a positive, collaborative learn-
ing environment. His mega-watt smile never fails to make my day.  He is a 
stellar student, athlete, and JHS community member.” (Photos submitted by 
Matt Velino, Johnston High School Principal)

Editor’s Note: This is the newest installment of an ongoing weekly series 
highlighting Johnston’s amazing students. Staff at Johnston High School 
will be nominating students and submitting a caption and a photo for pub-
lication. You’ll find each week’s winning Panther on Page 2 of the Johnston 
Sun Rise. 
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PB&CHALLENGE: Johnston Lady Panthers took up a collection for the Rhode Island Community Food Bank as part of the Rhode Island Interscholastic League (RIIL) 
Peanut Butter Express Challenge. Peanut butter collected by the schools will be donated to the RI Community Food Bank, which each month serves 68,000 people —
many of them children, according to the RIIL website.  (Photo courtesy the Johnston Lady Panthers)

Peanut Butter Jam
SCHOOL SNAPSHOTS

By LOGAN MARTINS
Special to the Sun Rise

T
he JHS Class of 2025 invites you to join them 
on an evening of fun at their Quarter Auction 
Bingo at 6 p.m. on May 5.

At the Quarter Auction Bingo, attendees 
can have a good time with a chance of com-

ing home with various different prizes. An entry ticket 
is only $10 and includes 5 paddles and bingo cards for 
the night’s games and auctions.

Not only will you be entered into the night’s activi-
ties, but you will also be able to shop from many amaz-
ing vendors. So save the date on May 5th in the JHS 
Cafeteria, to attend this amazing event.Doors open at 
5:30 p.m.

For more information, please contact 2025 Class Ad-
visor, Stephanie Galasso, at 401-808-1355 or Class Presi-
dent, Lucas Anderson, at 2025landerson@johnston-
schools.org. Tickets may be purchased at the door or 
prior to the event.

Why should you support the JHS Class of 2025? After 
being close to our halfway point through high school, 
there is still much for us to do and plan. We have to 
plan proms, floats, and a senior trip among other 
things. The previously mentioned activities need fund-
ing and planning to be done, so every penny that we 
get from these events helps us enjoy our final two years 
at JHS.

Editor’s Note: Logan Martins serves as a Class of 2025 
Representative on the Johnston High School Student Coun-
cil. The Johnston Sun Rise regularly publishes dispatches 
submitted by members of the student organization. 

Class of 2025 
hosts Cinco de 
Mayo Quarter 
Auction Bingo

By ALESSANDRA PESARE
Special to the Sun Rise 

The Johnston High School's Class of 2024 is 
proud to announce that they are reopening 
their online apparel shop. 

T-shirts, sweatshirts, joggers, sweatpants, 
jackets shorts and more will be available in the 

shop. It also includes alumni gear! 
None of the apparel displays any class graduation year. 

All orders were due by April 16, but the deadline has been 

extended. For any questions, please contact advisor, Mi-
chael Harwood at mharwood@johnstonschools.org.

Any purchases made from this fundraiser will help 
defray the costs of the class of 2024’s Junior Prom, and 
also future activities during their senior year. We thank 
you in advance for supporting us in this fundraiser. The 
shop can be found by looking up this link in your search 
browser: dmksports.tuosystems.com/stores/jhs22

Editor’s Note: Alessandra Pesare serves as Junior Class 
President. The Johnston Sun Rise regularly publishes stories 
submitted by the Johnston High School Student Council. 

JHS Class of 2024 holds Apparel Fundraiser

PLACE YOUR AD TODAY!
To advertise in your 

hometown newspaper, call

732-3100
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Grand Opening May 6th
10am to 1pm
FULL SERVICE 
DOG DAYCARE
• Grooming Services
• Dog Training
• Treats & Dog Pastries
• Self Service Wash

1309 Plainfield St., Johnston • 401-423-4915Monday - Friday 6:30 am to 6 pm

Adoption Event with FOHARI at Grand Opening. 
If you are interested in adopting, visit their website at fohari.org

SHREDSHRED
EVENTEVENT

FREEFREE
COMMUNITYCOMMUNITY  

SATURDAY    MAY, 6TH
9AM-NOON 

2 CHERRY HILL RD
JOHNSTON, RI

LIMIT OF 3
FILE BOXES

SPONSERED BY
THE BRIDGE 

AT CHERRY HILL
 AN ASSISTED LIVING COMMUNITY CHERRY HILL

MANOR 
Nursing & Rehabilitation Center

 

&&

Stop and Smell the Savings!

4.49% APR*

Auto Loan
rates as low as 90

days no
payments!
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Visit www.cranstonmecu.org
or call 401-463-3010 for
more information.

SPECIALIZING IN:
� RESIDENTIAL - INVESTMENT 

� 1031 TAX DEFERRED EXCHANGES � FARMS - ACREAGE
� SHORT SALES - FORECLOSURES � ESTATES - PROBATE

FOR ALL YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS
CALL NANCY 

401-258-0245 | riproperty@aol.com
www.ripropertysearch.com

NANCY ZIROLI
RE/MAX 1ST CHOICE

CELEBRATING 30 YEARS
OF SELLING RI & MA

ART GRANT: Kerry L. Murphy, Johnston Senior High School Art Teacher 
and Fine Arts Co-Chair, received a legislative grant for $1,000 from John-
ston State Rep. Deb Fellela. The money will be used for Art Department  
technology and exhibition needs. (Photo courtesy Kerry L. Murphy)

Don’t take art for granted

RETRO POSE: Bringing back the 1980's at Johnston’s ECC, kindergarten twins 
Ava and Emma Vasconcelos dressed for the occasion. (Submitted photo)

Material Girls
School Snapshots
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Brilliant Basement
Waterproofing, LLC
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CALL US

401-541-5985 ��
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Newspaper: 

Johnston Sun Rise
Client:

Dental Arts Group

3.42” wide x 4” deep

www.dentalartsgroupri.com

Bob Giberti    401-732-3100    LisaB@rhodybeat.com, production

Advertising: Here is the 2x4” column template for this client:

by Rochelle Rhodes, D.M.D. and David McFarland, D.D.S.

Watch Your
MOUTH

Oral health can tell us a lot about our overall health. 
Our mouths are full of bacteria, and our mouths are 
also the gateway to the rest of our body through our 
digestive and respiratory tracts. Daily brushing and 
flossing help keep bacteria at bay, but oral bacteria 
are associated with several health conditions. Poor 
oral health has been linked to heart conditions 
such as endocarditis, clogged arteries, and strokes. 
Oral bacteria can enter lungs and cause conditions 
like pneumonia. Gum disease has been linked to 
pregnancy complications including  premature birth 
and low birth weight. Conversely, some medical 
conditions can affect oral health—like diabetes, 
osteoporosis, Alzheimer’s, and HIV/AIDS—by reducing 
bone mass and the body’s resistance to infections.

Acknowledging the inherent connection between 

oral health and a patient’s overall health, your dentist 
will use many techniques to diagnose, treat, restore, 
and promote total patient well-being.  DENTAL ARTS 
GROUP offers this column in the hopes of educating 
the general public about the benefits of oral health. 
If we can help, either by answering questions or by 
providing comprehensive dental care, please call us. 
State-of-the-art dentistry and a dedicated professional 
dental team make  1136 Hartford Ave., Johnston,   the 
go-to place to achieve optimum oral health. Call 401-
521-3661 to schedule an appointment.

P.S. In addition to daily brushing and flossing and 
regular dental checkups, a low-sugar diet, regular 
exercise, and replacing your toothbrush every few 
months all help support both oral health and overall 
health. 

ORAL HEALTH LINKED TO OVERALL HEALTH

DO YOU NEED 
A NEW ROOF?

If So, I Bet The Last Thing 
You Want To Do RIGHT NOW 
Is Spend $15,000-$25,000 

Or More On A New Roof!
Call the Roof Assistance Hotline at 401-954-9012 

to learn how you may qualify to replace your old roof 
for $5,000-$6,000 of your own personal funds, 

regardless of roof size.

This is not a loan or a grant so there is no application to fi ll out and no home appraisal 
required. Qualifying is strictly based on a free assessment of your current roof.

Who this program is for:
1. Homeowners with medium, large or extra-large roofs
2. This program is not based on fi nancial hardship. In fact, many homeowners that we 

assist are considered somewhat affl uent
3. Homeowners with a roof that is between 10-35 years old are ideal

Who this program is NOT for:
1. Homeowners with smaller than average roofs
2. Homeowners that have replaced sections of their roof over the years, piece by piece
3. Homeowners with roofs that are less than 10 years old
4. Homeowners that a have a roof in absolutely terrible condition that probably needed 

to be replaced many, many years ago

Call the Hotline at 

401-954-9012 
for your free roof assessment or go to 

www.roofassistancehotline.com
Reg#11374

DAILY - WEEKLY - MONTHLY
SERVICED & SANITIZED WEEKLY

946-0700
26 Green Hill Rd., Johnston

Lic. #586

• Construction Sites
• Special Events
• Private & Public Functions
• Handicap & Deluxe UnitsPORTABLE RESTROOMS INC.

Scituate

Wanted
Junk/unwanted vehicles 

Top $ Paid
You Call, We Haul!

401-451-8520

Call 
Anytime

Advertise today!
Call 732-3100

By ARIEL DORSEY
Special to the Sun Rise

T
his week, we shine the Johnston community senior center spotlight on 
Jerry J. Albre.

Before becoming a Rhode Island resident, Jerry grew up in Saginaw, 
Michigan, where he was involved in sporting activities, mostly enjoying 
hunting and fishing. 

After graduating school, Jerry spent most of his years in Norfolk, Virginia, serving 
in the U.S. Navy from 1962-1965. His main responsibility involved being a damage 
controlman, where he was honorably discharged in 2nd class. 

Since then, Jerry worked in the auto body business. He earned successful titles in 
the field, using skills that were credited to his four years spent in advanced auto 
mechanic trade school.

The Johnston Community Center means a lot to Jerry. He enjoys the various ac-
tivities offered, and looks forward to joining their Tai Chi classes.

Jerry loves the community saying that the “people are wonderful and easy to com-
municate with.” One thing he values most is the environment that’s allowed him to 
connect with other veterans who come through the center’s doors. 

He gives all his appreciation to its director Richard DelFino, thanking him for help-
ing to create a great community in which he and others can utilize.

Editor’s Note: JSC Senior Spotlight is a new regular series in the Johnston Watch for 
submitted dispatches from the Johnston Senior Center written by JSC intern Ariel Dorsey, 
regularly in the Johnston Sun Rise.

JSC Senior Spotlight

Michigan native, Navy veteran & retired 
mechanic appreciates center activities

Jerry J. Albre

“Our food service does a great job,” 
said DiLullo as he complimented, and 
thanked, Chartwell’s Directors Justin Er-
ickson and Administrative Assistant Erin 
Shoemaker. “This is a great presentation.”

The lunchtime smorgasbord included 
salad, chicken parmesan, lasagna rollups, 
pasta primavera, assorted sandwiches 
(some in split rolls and others in wraps) 
and assorted desserts.

JHS faculty veterans Staci Landi, Kathy 
Landzierski and Anna Herbert said the 
event was “no ordinary luncheon.”

Like the food, last Friday’s exceptional 
event only had one speaker, Licciardi, 
who delivered a brief thank you in honor 
of the JHs Class of 2023’s “Top 10 Se-
niors.”

“Thank you for all attending this an-
nual event celebrating our top ten se-
niors,” Licciardi began. “It is always a 
joyous occasion as we join with students, 
family friends and faculty acknowledge 
these outstanding men and women of our 
community,”

She paused, then announced, “Mrs. 

Volante is unable to join us due to her 
participation at a Brown University 
awards ceremony and wishes you all an 
enjoyable afternoon. She extends her best 
wishes to our students for their past suc-
cesses and future endeavors.”

To which DiLullo later offered: “No 
matter what type of celebration we offer 
to the top ten seniors of Johnston High 
School’s graduating class, we couldn’t be 
prouder of their accomplishments. These 
graduates are models of true, well-round-
ed, serious students (who are) not only 
skilled in the academic areas but wo also 
shine in various school and community 
organizations, the performing arts and 
sports.”

He also told attendees: “The lunch to-
day honors our top ten students and their 
families who are an important part of 
their accomplishments as their support 
and encouragement guided these fine 
students to their success. The recognition 
is well deserved as these students worked 
hard for not only this year, but rather for 
the last 13 years of school and I’m sure 
they will continue to be great successes. I 
do want them to know that they are an 
impressive group and even though they 
are leaving us, their footprints will be ev-
erlasting at Johnston High School.”

■ Top 10
(Continued from page 1)
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Become a Published Author with  
Dorrance. We want to read your book!
Trusted by authors for nearly 100 years, Dorrance has 

made countless authors’ dreams come true.

 

 

 
Complete Book  

Publishing Services
FIVE EASY STEPS  
TO PUBLICATION:

1.  Consultation  
2.  Book Production 
3.  Promotion

4.  Distribution 
5.  Merchandising  
     and Fulfillment

Our staff is made 
up of writers, just 
like you. We are 

dedicated to  
making publishing 
dreams come true.

Call now to receive your FREE 
Author’s Guide

888-459-3344
or  www.dorranceinfo.com/beacomm

C O N N E C T S

FREE INTERNET
Qualify today for the Government 

Free Internet Program

CALL TODAY (877) 403-0193

YOU QUALIFY  for Free 
Internet if you receive 
Medicaid, SNAP, WIC, 
Housing Assistance, 
Veterans Pension, 
Survivor Benefi ts, 
Lifeline and Tribal.

Bonus offer: 4G Android Tablet with 
one time co-pay of $20

ACP program details can be found at www.fcc.gov/affordable-connectivity-program-consumer-faq

By PETE FONTAINE

I
f you like drama mixed with comedy plan on tak-
ing in the Johnston High School drama club’s 
comeback production that will be held next Tues-
day and Wednesday nights inside the school’s 
auditorium.

“This is the first play being produced by the school’s 
drama club in several years,” JHS Music Department 
Chairman Ron Lamoureux explained. “Please come 
check it out.”

The play — “A Comedy in Three Acts” by Murray 
Chase — follows Elwood P. Dowd, a Midwestern gen-
tleman from a prominent family who has a flare for 
making friends. His best friend is Harvey, a six-foot rab-
bit that only he can see.

“Elwood’s relationship with Harvey puts quite a 
strain on his sister Veta Louise Simmons and her daugh-
ter Myrtle Mae,” said Lamoureux. “Thus, Veta tries to 
have Elwood committed for mental treatment. There is 
a great deal of confusion who is supposed to be commit-
ted and about who can actually see Harvey.”

As Lamoureux suggested: “Come and judge for your-
self; be a critic and take in this all-student production 
that features lots of hard work and fine acting by our 
JHS students.”

General admission tickets are $10 in advance and $13 
at the door. JHS student tickets are $5 in advance and $8 
at the door. All seating is general admission. Both nights 
have a curtain of 6:30 p.m. For more information and 
tickets please call Lamoureux at 401-233-1920 (ext. 2102) 
or email rlamoureux@johnstonschools.org.

Do you see a 
giant rabbit?
JHS drama club hops back on stage

PROLIFIC PRODUCERS: 
Student assistant producers 
Trinity Blondin and 
Eliyanha Negron review 
the script for the 
JHS Drama Club’s 
upcoming play,
 “A Comedy in 
Three Acts.”

DRAMA DUO: Isabella Ribezzo plays Nurse Kelly in 
the upcoming three-act play at JHS, while Benjamin 
Monahan portrays Dr. William P. Chumley. (Photos 
courtesy of Steve Turten)
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storage containers for rent
Stationary at our Johnston location 

or mobile at your location 
for a monthly rental fee. 

call for our 
pricing & incentive

programs
for long term use.401.837.0048 or 401.626-8737

yard debris, 
junk removal and more!
10, 15, 20 & 30 yard containers placed at your location

call for pricing and availability.

Very competitiVe rates, fast, reliable courteous serVice

401.626.8737 or 401.837.0048

Goulin StoraGe

1. Property taxes, homeowners’ insurance, and home maintenance required. The home must be your primary residence. 
2. Consult a fi nancial advisor and appropriate government agencies for any e� ect on taxes or government benefi ts.
Branch O�  ce: 1 International Blvd, Suite 900 Mahwah, NJ 07495. NMLS #957935. Licensed by Rhode Island Third Party 
Loan Servicer License 20193879LS, Rhode Island Lender License 20153084LL, MA Debt Collector License DC957935, 
Mortgage Lender License, with reverse mortgage authority ML 957935.

Rewriting the 
Rules of
Retirement
Retirement comes with more time for 
the things you love. A reverse mortgage
can help you fund them.

Pay o�  your existing mortgage to 
eliminate monthly payments 1

Get additional income tax-free cash 
to use for what matters most 2

Continue to own your home just like a
traditional mortgage

NMLS #595725

Contact Carol Miller, your local
Reverse Mortgage Specialist.

(401) 406-1247  (Cell)
carol.miller@longbridge-fi nancial.com

Police Log
SHOPLIFTING

Around 12:50 p.m., March 25, 
Warwick police on patrol near the 
Motel 6, located at 20 Jefferson Bou-
levard, noticed a black Jeep regis-
tered to a woman who was wanted 
on an outstanding warrant. 

Police investigated, and discov-
ered the suspect was staying at the 
hotel with a Johnston man who was 
also wanted by law enforcement.

Police knocked on the door of the 
motel room where the pair were 
staying. Eventually the door was 
opened by Jason Charles Dupuis, of 
15 Myrtle Ave., Johnston. Dupuis 
was wanted by Warwick Police for 
one count of Shoplifting (greater 
than $100, second offense, a misde-
meanor). 

Police also took Stephanie Dowl-
ing into custody. Dowling was also 
wanted by Warwick Police for one 
misdemeanor count of Shoplifting.

“It should be noted, upon run-
ning further checks on Dupuis and 
Dowling, I observed that they both 
had pending warrants from North 
Kingstown Police,” Warwick Police 
Officer Nathaniel Gray wrote in the 
arrest report. 

Dowling had an outstanding 
warrant for Shoplifting and Con-

spiracy, according to police. Dupuis 
had outstanding North Kingstown 
Police warrants for felony counts of 
Shoplifting and Conspiracy.

The Warwick charges originated 
on March 17, when Warwick Police 
responded to a report of shoplifting 
at Kohl’s at 650 Bald Hill Road. The 
pair allegedly took clothing valued 
at $154.65, by concealing it under a 
jacket while inside the fitting room. 
Police identified the pair after 
watching security surveillance foot-
age. 

PURSUIT
Around 9:20 p.m. on April 23, 

Johnston Police “joined in a pursuit 
initiated by the Providence Police 
Department of a vehicle that was 
observed fleeing the scene of a shots 
fired call in their city,” according to 
Johnston Police Chief Mark A. Viei-
ra.

“The pursuit ultimately ended on 
Route 95 South in Massachusetts at 
mile marker 7 where the suspect/ 
operator was taken into custody,” 
Vieira said after the chase. “The 
operator will be arraigned in Mas-
sachusetts as a fugitive from jus-
tice.”

The incident remains under in-

vestigation.  Vieira said additional 
information will be made available 
at a later time.

DRUG 
TAKEBACK

Johnston Police held a successful 
Drug Take Back Day event.

“We’d like to thank the Drug En-
forcement Administration (DEA) 
for their National Prescription Drug 
Take Back Day program held to-
day,” police said last week on the 
department’s Facebook page. “Be-
cause of their efforts, along with the 
outstanding response from our 
community, we were able to collect 
more than 100 pounds of prescrip-
tion drugs for proper disposal. 
We’re grateful for everyone who 
participated, and for their commit-
ment to help keep our streets safe.”

“Remember, it’s important to dis-
pose of any unused or expired med-
ications to prevent drug abuse or 
misuse,” Johnston police remind 
the public. “If you missed the event 
today, but still have prescriptions to 
dispose of, visit the Johnston Police 
Department headquarters and uti-
lize our drug disposal bin. No sy-
ringes or liquids, please.”

to Chris Correia, John-
ston’s Director of Build-
ings and Grounds (and a 
retired police officer and 
former Director of Parks 
and Recreation), who re-
sponded at-length to 
Civetti’s concerns. 

“It’s kind of a hot topic 
year-to-year, relative to the 
fields, the locks, the secu-
rity,” Correia explained. 
“We do our best to main-
tain the condition of the 
fields. So the significant 
challenges posed with 
open gates have been 
countless canines, running 
around on the fields, at all 
times of day.”

Disrespectful dog own-
ers don’t follow the rules. 

“They disregard signs, 
tear up the fields, frequent-
ly there’s dog feces on the 
field,” Correia said. “Par-
ents don’t want their kids 
to step in or fall in said 
animal feces on the fields. 
Quite frankly, I’ve actually 
stepped in it myself when 
I’ve been there checking on 
the condition of the field 
… at Memorial Park.”

Padlock or Poop
Civetti said he’s noticed 

new padlocks on multiple 
fields in town. 

“Why are those fields 
being locked?” He asked. 
“I’d like to request that the 
council get those locks re-
moved.”

He said the children of 
Johnston “have to be able 
to utilize the fields.”

“They have basketball 
courts … they have rec 
centers they can go in … 
but now they can’t go out 
… onto a baseball field,” 
Civetti said last Tuesday. 
“Down there on Sunday, 
you see a father with his 
son or his daughter, look-
ing to go out in the field 
and utilize it, and they 
can’t go on the field. So I’d 
like to have all locks re-
moved from the baseball 
fields throughout the 
town.”

The fields are clearly 
posted: for use by permit 
only and no dogs allowed.

“Unfortunately a lot of 

people disregard the 
signs,” Correia said. “We 
put up a lot of signs. It’s a 
novel idea … in hopes that 
people would obey and 
adhere to the signage. But 
frequently they don’t.”

Correia took responsibil-
ity for locking the fields.

“In regards to the newer 
locks … I put those on my-
self; purchased them and 
put them on myself,” he 
said. “Because, again, fre-
quently I’ve been out at the 
fields, just to assess the 
progress of the mainte-
nance workers, the hard 
work of the … staff … and 
dogs all over the place … 
feces all over.”

 
Permit Required

Johnston regulates who 
uses the town’s fields, re-
quiring permits that can be 
acquired by contacting the 
Recreation Department.

“Not to mention …. But 
there’s been countless oc-
casions … there’s an inor-
dinate number of people 
that show up and they 
don’t call or request a per-
mit for usage,” Correia 
said. “Insurance obliga-
tions … people can’t just 
show up and do what they 
want in terms of engaging 
in whatever activity.”

Correia said he wishes 
“we had a wider … parcel 
in Memorial Park just for 
generic field activities, of 
any type, but we don’t.”

“Really it’s just a matter 
of security, and safety and 
protection of the town in 
terms of the property and 
(chance) of injury,” Correia 
said. “People disregard the 
signs … It’s just been year-
to-year-to-year a signifi-
cant issue. Field use by 
permit only. They don’t 
call for permits. They rip 
the signs down. There are 
signs that say ‘no dogs per-
mitted.’ They’re still on the 
field.”

Correia recalled a recent 
interaction with one local 
dog-owner:

“I had one gentleman, 
just recently a couple 
weeks ago, he had two 
large dogs … he actually 
said to me, when I ad-
dressed him … and polite-
ly advised him what the 
circumstances were ... but 

he actually said to me, ‘Ye-
ah I saw the sign, but I saw 
that the first fine was only 
$25 so I figured why not, 
I’d pay it if I got caught.’”

That was “just an exam-
ple,” of many, Correia said. 

“Simply the condition of 
the fields, the money that 
we spent, the time that the 
guys take to prepare the 
fields, security and playing 
by the proper entities with-
out incurring a substantial 
lawsuit when someone’s 
out there and they’re not 
permitted,” Correia ex-
plained. “If some people 
are upset about not being 
able to (use the fields), my 
sincere apologies there. 
But there are countless oth-
er people that don’t use it 
in a proper fashion and re-
ally debilitated the fields.”

Pick-up Games
Civetti argued against 

the policy. 
“Again, what are these 

youths supposed to do 
when they want to go 
out?” He asked. “They had 
school vacation two weeks 
ago. You had a bunch of 
players from the high 
school that want to go 
down there and have a 
pickup game and they 
can’t play. So at a time 
while we’re trying the chil-
dren out of the house and 
be active, we’re telling 
them they can’t use any 
facilities in this town. Why 
do we have a public park if 
it’s not for use of all chil-
dren?”

“Councilman, I simply 
ask, that if there’s an orga-
nized request for activity, 
that they come into the of-
fice, or inform the office,” 
Correia replied.

“Neighborhood kids 
want to go out and play 
and you’re telling them 
there’s no place in John-
ston they can play,” Civetti 
responded. 

Civetti has coached 
baseball in town for de-
cades. 

“For 40 plus years I’ve 
been involved in the 
league and we haven’t had 
this problem,” Civetti said. 
“Now all of a sudden all 
the fields have to be locked. 
I think that’s wrong. I 
think we’re taking away 

from the children in this 
town, telling them to go 
other places … to play. 
Why don’t we lock the bas-
ketball courts, the tennis 
courts and the rec center?”

“I understand your con-
cern councilman,” Correia 
answered. “And again, as 
a sports fan, a parent and a 
coach, I sympathize with 
that.”

Correia has been follow-
ing the mayor’s guidance 
on field-locking.

“The hardest piece of 
property to maintain with-
in the town are the base-
ball fields,” Polisena said 
Wednesday morning. 
“Over the years, the Direc-
tor of Buildings and 
Grounds has encountered 
numerous examples of 
people with dogs, dog fe-
ces, dirt bikes, trash, out-
of-town leagues and other 
instances of the fields be-
ing destroyed after the 
crew preps it for our 
Town's organized leagues. 
The baseball fields are not 
to be treated like the black-
top basketball courts at the 
park.”

The town’s “locked 
fields may be used (free for 
Johnston residents, at a 
cost for out-of-town) with 
permission, as long as that 
use does not interfere with 
any organized town 
leagues,” Polisena said. “ 
Field 4 at Woodlake will 
remain open to the public, 
except during prep, as that 
field is used infrequently 
compared to the others. I 
also consulted Mayor 
Hopkins of Cranston, who 
practices the same policy 
for the same reasons. I 
would encourage anyone 
with a dog to use the actu-
al dog park in the Town.”

Goose Poop
Unfortunately, it’s not 

just dog poop clinging to 
players’ shoes.

“I think we have a big-
ger problem with the geese 
on the field,” Civetti said. 

Correia said the town is 
hoping for grant funding 
from the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture, to address 
the geese feces problem.

Padlocks don’t stop 
geese. 

■ Locks
(Continued from page 1)
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Prepare for power 
outages today
WITH A HOME STANDBY GENERATOR

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE
CALL NOW BEFORE THE NEXT POWER OUTAGE

(401) 922-9007

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS
Contact a Generac dealer for full terms and conditions 

FREE
7-Year Extended

Warranty*
A $695 Value!

FREE
7-Year Extended

A $695 Value!

By PETE FONTAINE

Some of New England’s top uni-
versities and colleges came to Cher-
ry Hill last Thursday night for John-
ston High School’s annual Junior 
Class Career Night.

“It’s an important event for stu-
dents — as well as their parents,” 
Joe Pirraglia, the Career Coordina-
tor at JHS, emphasized. “It’s an an-
nual spring event that in years past 
has been very beneficial to our stu-
dents as well as their parents.”

Such was the case week when a 
total of 21 in-and-out of state schools 
set up impressive displays on long-
tables in the cafeteria, providing 
extensive literature about each 
school.

“Tonight was a huge success,” 
Pirraglia assessed. “We received 
lots of good comments from parents 
that each school representative took 
time to answer a myriad of ques-
tions concerning their respective 
courses of study.”

Take William Boffi, who lives in 
Scituate and is the Vice President 
for Enrollment Management at 
famed Assumption College in 
Worcester, Massachusetts.

Boffi enjoyed talking with Paul 
Smith, who works for Picerne Real 
Estate and his son, junior Nate 
Smith, who has expressed interest 
in a career in accounting.

Likewise, Samantha Landry came 
from Boston University and set up 
next to a Bridgewater State booth 
staffed by Maryellen Harvey. Greg 
Breen, who represented Curry Col-
lege of Milton, Massachusetts, field-
ed numerous queries about the 
small yet well-known school.

The night also had a flashback 
when Amanda Mele, daughter of 
the late School Committee Chair-
woman Janice D. Mele, for whom 
the JHS library is named, came with 
her son Landon Faucher — Janice’s 
grandson. They spoke with Hunter 
Girard, an admission counselor at 
Curry College, about his interests in 
sports management and architec-
ture.

Meanwhile, Courtney McEntee, 
assistant director of the Important 
College Planning Center that’s 
based in Warwick, was among the 
night’s many resource contacts for 
parents who were especially inter-
ested in many different post-high 
school educations, from financial 
aid to courses of study.

The entire list of visiting schools 
included: Assumption College, Bry-
ant University, Roger Williams Uni-
versity, Providence College, Rhode 
Island College, URI, CCRI, Salve 
Regina University, New England 
Tech, Johnson & Wales University, 
Stonehill College, Bridgewater State 
University, Bristol Community Col-
lege, Lasell University, Curry Col-
lege, Nichols College, UMass Dart-
mouth, UMass Lowell and MTTI.

Junior career night offers glimpse of the real world

AWESOME 
ADVICE:  

William Boffi, 
who lives in 

Scituate and is 
Vice President 
for Enrolment 
Management 

at Assumption 
College, chats 

with Paul 
Smith and his 

son Nate 
about the 

Worcester 
based school.

GRAND GUEST: Cortney McEntee, assistant director of the College Planning Center, is welcomed by JHS Career Coordinator 
Joe Pirraglia, Guidance Director Debbie Liccardi and Principal Matt Velino to last week’s career night for JHS juniors.

COLLEGE 
CONNECTION: 

Greg Breen of 
Curry College 

enjoys a lighter 
moment with 

Amanda Mele, 
daughter of the 

late Janice D. 
Mele, and her 

son Landon Fau-
cher about his 

future collegiate 
plans.
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JOHNSTON

Where does public access to Rhode Island’s immacu-
late coastlines end and private, limited, and protected 
ownership begin?

It is a complex question with no certain answers 
which will undergo further scrutiny this week at the 
Rhode Island Senate, where a bill (S0417) introduced by 
Warwick’s Mark McKenney will be discussed in a con-
tinuation of efforts that began over a year ago, when a 
different version of that bill came up late in the legisla-
tive session at the RI House of Representatives. McKen-
ney looks to answer where the public right of way along 
a beach ends and how is that measured when there is a 
seawall or a rock embankment from the water’s edge.  
Does the public have the right to set up chairs, spread a 
blanket and have a party on the lawn of a homeowner? 

The answer 
would seem to be 
“no” and that’s 
what McKenney 
reasons.

The premise 
and arguments for advocates in support of increased 
public shoreline access is somewhat simple. Rhode Is-
land’s Constitution states that the public shall have ac-
cess to the shoreline, but centuries of development have 
rendered many of those access points to the shore 
firmly within the confines of private property. The re-
sult, those in favor of the bill claim, is that areas once 
utilized for public access (and marked as such on his-
toric maps), are now out of reach of members of the 
public, and solely enjoyed by owners of private prop-
erty.

Private property owners, as you might imagine, see it 
differently. As taxpayers who purchased valuable par-
cels, they see no reason, morally or legally, that any 
random stranger should be allowed to take a stroll or 
set up a beach chair in what for years has amounted to 
their own private backyard.

Regardless of where the state’s legal authorities 
(namely the Attorney General’s office and the Coastal 
Resources Management Council) lands on the issue, 
and regardless of whether the legislation proposed in 
the House or Senate (they vary somewhat on where 
exactly that line between public and private property 
should begin) actually passes, it is all but guaranteed 
that private property owners will bring lawsuits against 
any decision that threatens their hold on such pictur-
esque and valuable pieces of property.

We are of the mindset that important recreational re-
sources, such as Rhode Island’s beautiful coastlines, do 
not benefit the public good when they are confined to 
use by a handful of citizens. Those citizens have reaped 
the benefits of those natural resources, which have bal-
looned their home values. It seems only fair that there 
be some sort of compromise, even if just specifically in 
the instances where private property has overtaken his-
torically public access points.

We commend our legislators for tackling the issue.

Who owns the shore?

Restore the shore to Rhode Islanders
By STATE SENATOR  
MARK McKENNEY 

Special to the Sun Rise

A right isn’t a right when it’s been 
taken away. When it’s “practically non-
existent.” 

Even before Roger Williams’ 1663 co-
lonial charter (per Native Americans … 
long before), Rhode Islanders’ shoreline 
rights were recognized: for fishing, 
swimming, gathering seaweed, drying 
fish, traversing the coast and more.  

Under the Public Trust Doctrine, root-
ed in English common law, the King 
(later, colonies and states) held the shore 
in trust, to benefit the people. Our 1843 
Constitution stated: “The people shall 
continue to enjoy and freely exercise all 
the rights of fishery, and the privileges of 
the shore, to which they have been here-
tofore entitled under the charter and 
usages of the state.”   

But in 1982, those rights were taken 
away. Rhode Island’s Supreme Court 
(mistakenly relying on an inapplicable 
California case) said Mean High Water 
(“MHW”) should be considered the 
public access boundary, thereby restrict-
ing people’s rights on the shore. 

The MHW hasn’t worked. It’s not a 
line, but an 18.6 year average of tidal el-
evations - and scientific expertise and 
equipment are needed to find it. It 
changes frequently. So trespass prosecu-
tions have been few and unsuccessful.  

The MHW is often under water. With 
sea level rise and erosion, access can be 
impossible or available for mere min-
utes at low tide.  

The Court said it didn’t want the pub-
lic’s rights to be diminished - rendered 
“practically nonexistent”. But that’s 
what happened.  

It’s time to restore those rights - restore 
the shore to the people.  

Traditionally, Rhode Islanders haven’t 
stayed below any MHW (who knows 
where that is?) or seaweed line. They’ve 
enjoyed the whole shore.  

But some shorefront owners, believ-
ing they own everything, harass beach-
goers. Conversely, owners are upset 
(understandably) when people feel en-
titled to go up on seawalls and lawns. 
This confusion and confrontation has 
had a chilling effect on use of the shore.  

A 2022 commission addressed access 
on and along the shore (access to the 
beach is separate issue, for another day). 
After considering much evidence, the 
commission determined a reasonable 
mark to work from - the seaweed line. 
It’s generally recognizable to casual ob-
servers. Evidence showed a long-estab-
lished common law right to use the 
shore, at least 10’ feet above that sea-
weed. As the basis for a recently-passed 
House bill (6’ above), that’s a reasonable 
view.  

But we can do better. Restricting peo-
ple to that line doesn’t restore their 
rights. Our Constitution doesn’t limit 
people to just part of the shore, or some 
area around seaweed.  

Senate bill 417 is a clarification the 
public’s rights. In other states, access to 
the shore means citizens can enjoy it 
fully - to the vegetation line. In the 
Ocean State, we should, too. 

Contrary to owners’ arguments, the 
bill doesn’t allow illegal acts. It address-
es ”where” folks can go on the shore. 
Local authorities address “what” they 
can do.   

Landowners claim people will tres-
pass on seawalls and lawns. But the bill 
is explicit: access is allowed only on 
sandy or rocky beach. Not on seawalls 
or other legally constructed shoreline 
infrastructure, and not where there’s 
vegetation – such as dune grasses or 
lawn.  

Some activists want to be able to tra-
verse the shore even when seawalls or 
piers or marinas preclude it. But the bill 
makes it clear that “the public’s rights 
and privileges of the shore shall not be 
afforded where no passable shore ex-
ists”. 

Shorefront owners will sue, claiming 
their property’s being taken. But the 
shore isn’t theirs. RI’s Constitution (es-
pecially 1986 amendments), strongly 
protects access rights. Our legislature is 
charged with protecting those: that 
power must be “liberally construed” 
and “shall not be deemed to be a public 
use of private property.”  

Landowners will claim “takings” un-
der the US Constitution. But other states 
have given similar access, and shore-
front owners’ lawsuits have had little 
success. Moreover, recent federal deci-
sions support greater access. 

This bill clarifies rights which are now 
“practically nonexistent”. Crafting a so-
lution to a thorny problem, it simply re-
stores what the people had before 1982 
– a shore that’s been theirs all along.   
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Sun Rise Scoops
Sun Rise Staff Reports

Caring for Yourself Over 50
The Southern Providence County Regional Prevention Coalition, coordinated by 

Tri-County Community Action Agency, has announced free presentations and tool kits 
to help older adults manage issues that may affect them.

The initiative, funded by the Department of Behavioral Healthcare, Developmental 
Disabilities and Hospitals, focuses on medication management, risk factors for over-
dose in the elderly, the dangers of mixing prescription drugs, what you need to know 
about opioid drugs (both legal and illicit), the new faces of addiction, and the stigma 
attached to addiction. The talk also explores how to identify an overdose and provides 
information about the overdose reversal medication Naloxone.

In the tool kit, attendees will receive a 34-page handbook, “Caring for Yourself Over 
50,” which shares information about medications, caregiving, mental health, and re-
sources to seek help. The kit also contains a hot/cold ice pack; pill organizer; dispose 
RX; a journal for managing medications, and a fun word search.

A representative from the coalition is presenting at several senior centers in the area 
during the month of May in celebration of Older Americans Month. The schedule is as 
follows:

•	 Johnston Senior Center - Wednesday, May 10 – 11 a.m.
•	 Smithfield Senior Center – Monday, May 15 – 1 p.m.
•	 Glocester Senior Center – Tuesday, May 16 – 11 a.m.
•	 Scituate Senior Center – JUNE – TBD
Registration is suggested, as there are limited supplies. Please call (401) 830-1788 to 

reserve a seat.

Johnston Gus vs. Hoses Charity Basketball Game
Local 307 Johnston Police Department and Local 1950 Johnston Fire Department will 

hold its first annual Guns vs. Hoses charity basketball game on May 19, 6 p.m. tip-off 
at the Johnston Senior High School Gymnasium, 345 Cherry Hill Rd, Johnston.  Half 
time game:  Johnston High School Teachers vs. Johnston High School Students.  JPD 
and JFD Touch-a-Truck Event at 5 p.m. Entry donation: $5.00.  All proceeds to Local 
307 and Local 1950 Charitable Funds,  previous donations include, but not limited to, 
local charities and youth sports.

Ocean State Orchid Society
The Ocean State Orchid Society will hold its Annual Ocean State Orchid Society 

Auction on Saturday, April 29, 11 a.m. (Preview at 10:30 a.m.), Rocky Hill Grange, 1340 
South County Trail, East Greenwich, RI, 02818. Entrance in rear of building. 

Come to the auction for the chance to purchase orchids not commonly available at 
big box stores and house plant nurseries! The Ocean State Orchid Society will have 
orchids imported from Hawaii for sale. The will have a variety of orchid genera avail-
able for auction, including Phalaenopsis, Oncidium, Cattleya and many others. The 
starting bid for all orchids will be $15.00. In addition to having a unique opportunity 
to purchase rare orchids, come speak to an OSOS member to get care instructions to 
help ensure your growing success! OSOS will have an Orchid 101 meeting in May to 
assist in the culture of your newly purchased plants. Complimentary refreshments 
available. Public is welcome and encouraged to attend.

JHS Art Show
Since the arrival of Covid 19, the Johnston High School Art Department has put to-

gether their annual art shows in digital form. However, this year, on Wednesday, May 
3, from 6-7:30 p.m. in the Johnston High School library, the school’s artists will present 
their works in-person.

“Exhibition is an important part of being an artist. It gives us an opportunity to in-
teract with viewers who bring their own unique perspectives, based on their individ-
ual life experiences,” said Kerry L. Murphy, Johnston Senior High School Art Teacher 
and Fine Arts Co-Chair. “That communion between artist and viewer can bring new 
ideas to the work and lends itself to opening up meaningful conversations.”

Coed Middle School Volleyball
Johnston students currently in sixth, seventh and eighth grade are eligible to play 

Coed Middle School Volleyball in this year’s spring season. Students can register now. 
Space is limited. The fee is $70 per individual ($35 for each additional sibling). Checks 
and money orders should be made payable to JYSA. (Refunds will not be issued with-
out a doctor’s note and are subject to a partial refund.)

The dates for 5 more sessions of volleyball:  May 4, 5, 8, 9, 10 (from 2:15-3:45 p.m. at 
the Johnston Indoor Recreation Center). 

Students can register at the Johnston Recreation Office, 1583 Hartford Ave., John-
ston, between 8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday. For more information 
call 401-272-3460 or email johnstonrec.com

AARP Day Trips
Bronx Zoo Trip, Tuesday, May 16. Bus pickup from the Exit 19 Park & Ride on Hop-

kins Hill Road at 7 a.m., return time is approximately 8:30 p.m. Cost is $114/person. 
For more information and final payment, call Maureen at 401-828-5188.

Essex Steam Train & Riverboat Trip for Thursday, June 22. Bus pickup from Exit 19 
Park & Ride on Hopkins Hill Road at 9 a.m., return time is approximately 5 p.m. Cost 
is $119/person. For more information call Maureen at 828-5188. Final payment is due 
by Thursday, May 25.

Youth Track & Field
It’s time to register for Johnston Youth Track & Field.
The Johnston Recreation Department is also looking for volunteer coaches and spon-

sors. Register your child and get involved in the community. 
Anyone interested in signing up can stop by the Johnston Recreation Office from 

8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday.
The program costs $65 per individual, and $40 for each additional sibling. Checks 

and money orders are accepted (checks should be made payable to JYSA). The pro-
gram is available to boys and girls currently in grades 1-8. For more information (in-
cluding schedules, registration forms, and more) go to johnstonrec.com. 

The season will run from Thursday, April 27 through Thursday, June 15.

Go Hog Wild for FARA
At noon on May 6, at the Portuguese American Social Club, 32 Fenwood Ave., 

Smithfield, .  Includes full meal with pig and sides, hamburgers and hotdogs.  Tickets: 
$40 per person.  Free for children 12 years and under.  Purchase tickets in advance or 
donate:  curefa.org/pigroast. 

The event will benefit the Friedreich’s Ataxia Research Alliance (FARA) and has 
been organized by the family and friends of Johnston native Matthew DiIorio. The 
team has raised more than $1 million to help find a cure for Friedreich’s Ataxia, the 
illness that claimed Matthew’s life. 

More information on FARA can be found at www.curefa.org/rfmg (checks to FARA 
can be mailed to 533 W. Uwchlan Ave., Downingtown, PA 19335; reference RFMG).

Watch for announcements of upcoming events connected to the Race for Matt & 
Grace fundraising effort. 

Yoga at the Marion J. Mohr Public Library is now open to all ages. Call the library to 
register. Sponsored by Tri-County HEZ, this class is taught by a certified profes-
sional and is free.  The class is held on Mondays at 2 p.m., through May 15. This is 
a great opportunity to get introduced to yoga and maybe win a prize. It’s not too late 
to join. The Library is located at 1 Memorial Ave. in Johnston.  Call 401-231-4980, 
email info@mohrlibrary.org, or visit their website at mohrlibrary.org.

SCOOP OF THE WEEK

Yoga at the Library

SCOOPS - PAGE 12■
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By LOUIS J. SPREMULLI
Special to the Sun Rise

A
bout 40 bocci players got together for their 
banquet at the Prata Society. The food was 
prepared by Ralph’s catering and it was 
like eating at a wedding. The food was five 
courses and there was wine on the tables.

This was a winter league that ran from November to 
March with eight teams for 21 weeks.

The league was run by Chairman Brian Spatola, Trea-
surer Mike Tanzi, Vice-Chairman Pat Genco and Secre-
tary Dennis Saccocia.

Each team had a manager and five players — a mix-
ture of older and younger men who were just supposed 
to be enjoying themselves. But once the game gets 
started the real personalities come out. Some just want 
to win and others are there for fun. The big weapon is 
the tape measure and who is measuring for the point.

This is an inside court and a very hard surface to roll 

on. One of the biggest jobs on each team is to be the hit-
ter and knock out the other teams balls. The last person 
would roll in for the point. The problem is on any night 
you either have it or not. Just like the pitcher in baseball. 
The ball just does not go where you throw it. My team 
came in sixth place and I just don’t get all the competi-
tive stress for nothing.

Editor’s Note: Louis J. Spremulli regularly submits pieces 
to the Johnston Sun Rise, specializing in coverage of the re-
gion’s Italian American culture.

Bocci bowlers gather for feast, wine & shared tales of victory

BOCCI BANQUET: All these Prata Society bocci league players attended a recent banquet. Try to find the real coaches and shooters in this large group of 40 players, 
ranging in ages from 30 to 90 years old. (Photo courtesy Louis J. Spremulli)

By LOUIS J. SPREMULLI
Special to the Sun Rise

On Saturday, April 22, 
the Holy Apostles Catholic 
Church parish hall was 
packed with 175 guests for 
a Teens Mission Fundrais-
er. 

Music was by presented 
Ambrosiani. 

This was a home cooked 
macaroni and meatball 
meal with salad and des-
sert. Everything was pre-
pared on-site by volun-
teers.

Michael Santilli is the di-
rector of this program and 
every year raises funding 
for missionaries to travel to 
Montego Bay, Jamaica. 
They will travel from June 
17-24 of this year.

Holy Apostles Catholic 
Church Rev. William 
Ledoux was very happy to 
see such a great turnout for 
this event. There was also a 
raffle to raise additional 
funding. 

Editor’s Note: Louis J. 
Spremulli regularly submits 
pieces to the Johnston Sun 
Rise, specializing in coverage 
of local happenings and the 
region’s Italian American cul-
ture.

Holy
Apostles 

host 
Mission 

Fundraiser

TEAM MISSION: The mission team is comprised of 13 teens and five adults including Holy Apostles Catholic Church Rev. 
William Ledoux, Pastor and Michael Santilli, Director of Youth Ministry. (Photo courtesy Louis J. Spremulli)
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CLUES ACROSS
 1.  Dull and flat
 6.  Baking measurement (abbr.)
 9.  Education-based groups
 13.  Not behind
 14.  Runners run them
 15.  Japanese ankle sock
 16.  Grave
 17.  Japanese industrial city
 18.  People of southern Ghana
 19.  Particular designs
 21.  Device fitted to something
 22.  Infections
 23.  Pirates’ preferred alcohol
 24.  Expression of sympathy
 25.  Rock guitarist’s tool
 28.  Neither
 29.  Ancient city of Egypt
 31.  You __ what you sow
 33.  Ruined
 36.  Narrations
 38.  Body art (slang)
 39.  Fencing sword
 41.  Apartment buildings
 44.  Type of missile
 45.  Fathers
 46.  Extremely high frequency
 48.  Type of school
 49.  Incorrect letters

 51.  Two-year-old sheep
 52.  Nasty manner
 54.  One who accepts a bet
 56.  Indian prince
 60.  Asian country
 61.  Rhythmic patterns in Indian music
 62.  “Uncle Buck” actress Hoffmann
 63.  Detailed criteria
 64.  Son of Shem
 65.  Talked wildly
 66.  Discount
 67.  Not good
 68.  Growing out

CLUES DOWN
 1.  Actor Damon
 2.  A call used to greet someone
 3.  Part-time employee
 4.  Emaciation
 5.  “Westworld” actor Harris
 6.  Gains possession of
 7.  Relaxing spaces
 8.  23rd star in a constellation
 9.  Northern grouse
 10.  Monetary unit of Bangladesh
 11.  Manila hemp
 12.  Unites muscle to bone
 14.  Makes deep cuts in
 17.  18-year period between eclipses

 20.  Member of a people inhabiting 
southern Benin

 21.  Synthetic rubbers
 23.  Unwelcome rodent
 25.  Expression of creative skill
 26.  Some is red
 27.  Seems less in impressive
 29.  Harry Kane’s team
 30.  Gland secretion
 32. Action of feeling sorrow
 34.  Disallow
 35.  Deceptive movement
 37.  More dried-up
 40.  Crimson
 42.  Actress Ryan
 43.  Adherents of a main branch of Islam
 47.  Accomplished American president
 49.  Side of a landform facing an 

advancing glacier
 50.  Sheep breed
 52.  Appetizer
 53.  Broadway actress Daisy
 55.  Influential film critic
 56.  NY Giants ownership family
 57.  Type of script
 58.  Assist
 59.  London park
 61.  Bar bill
 65.  In reply indicator

Happy Nurses Week to all 
the amazing nurses out 

there! Your selflessness and 
dedication to your patients is 

truly inspiring. Thank you 
for everything you do!
From Cherry Hill Manor 

Happy Nurses Week
to all the amazing 
nurses out there! 
Your selflessness 
and dedication to 
your patients is 
truly inspiring. 

Thank you
for everything you do!
From Cherry Hill Manor

Cranston 
• Cranston Public Library -

Sockanosset Branch 

Coventry 
• The Reminder  

• Dave’s  Marketplace 
• Coventry Public Library 

Johnston 
• Market Basket 

• Marian J. Mohr Library 
• Seasons Corner Market -

  Hartford Ave. & Killingly St.  

Warwick 
• Beacon Communications 

• Warwick Mall -
  Customer Service Desk 

• Seasons Corner Market -
  Post Road & Warwick Ave.  

• Dave’s Marketplace - Hoxsie 
• Tumbletown Laundromat 

• Warwick Public Library 
• Greenwood Credit Union 

West Warwick 
• Tumbletown 2 Laundromat 

RhodyBeat presents

Beacon Communications
April 2023
A Special Supplement from

Cook Up a New Kitchen
Quick and easy ways to give 

your kitchen a new look

A Room for 
Relaxation
Let the outside in 

with an all-season 

room

Creating
Curb Appeal
Simple landscaping 

strategies that

can transform a

home’s exterior

beaconcommunications

PRESENTS Spring HOME& GARDEN
Pick up your copy while they last at these locations: 

Obituaries

Obituaries
In your time of need, the Johnston Sun Rise will 
print your loved one’s full obituary for a small charge. 
The paper also places the obituary on our website, 
johnstonsunrise.net.
Should you desire our services, kindly inform your 
funeral director, or call (401) 732-3100 or email 
Obits@rhodybeat.com for additional information. 
Obituary prices start at $60. You may include the 
obituary in any of our other newspapers for half price.

 – Thank you

Manuel Fernandes Ribeiro

Manuel Fernandes Ri-
beiro, 70 of Johnston, RI 
passed away Tuesday, April 
25, 2023. He was the be-
loved husband of Debra 
(Wilson) Ribeiro for nearly 
43 years. Born in Fall River, 
MA he was the son of the 
late Manuel and Rita (Lan-
glois) Ribeiro. Along with 
his wife, he is survived by 
three daughters, Lindsey 
Ribeiro, of Tiverton, RI, 
Melanie Ribeiro, of Mon-
son, MA and Jamie (Ri-
beiro) Derr, her spouse, James of Cranston, RI, his beautiful 
granddaughter Lianna Derr and his beloved dogs Ozzy and 
Rocky. 

Manuel spent most of his early life working hard at Sun-
set Bakery at 499 Hope St, Bristol RI, which he owned and 
operated with his wife Debra from 1987 to 2002. Sunset was 
a staple in Bristol, RI since 1929, when it was founded by his 
grandfather Manuel and is missed by many. He worked 
very hard, 7 days a week to provide for his family. Besides 
baking, Manuel was also creative, winning a Scholastic 
Award for his artwork at Bristol High School as well as par-
ticipating in championship wrestling. Gifted musically as 
well, he played the guitar and sang in numerous bands and 
taught himself to play the piano. 

More importantly, besides his many talents, people were 
often more struck by his humble, considerate and gentle 
nature. The size of his heart matched his towering presence 
of 6’4.” He often put others first; thinking nothing of rescu-
ing a woman from a fire in his apartment complex or pick-
ing up the newspaper and delivering it to a neighbor daily. 

Above all else, Manuel was a loyal and dedicated hus-
band and father who believed in his Catholic faith and fol-
lowing the 10 commandments from his early education at St 
Elizabeth’s in Bristol, RI. Providing a calm and reassuring 
presence to all who met him with a warm, friendly smile 
and some great one liners, he affected many, and will not be 
forgotten. 

JRTC Fundraiser
The Johnston Republi-

can Town Committee 
(JRTC) will hold a fund-
raiser at 6 p.m. on Sun-
day, May 7, at the Kelley 
Gazzerro VFW Post 2812, 
1418 Plainfield Pike, 
Cranston. 

“Join us for laughs, si-
lent auction, cash bar 
and a good time,” ac-
cording to the JRTC. 
“Please bring your own 
food/snacks.”

Tickets must be pur-
chased online in advance 
($35 each). Silent auction 
winners must pay with a 
credit card. Tickets are 
non-refundable. The 
show is for adults 18 and 
over. For more informa-
tion email info@john-
stonri.gop.

OSDRI Boots on the 
Ground

Operation Stand Down 
Rhode Island (OSDRI) is 
requesting volunteers to 
help for the 2023 Boots 
on the Ground for He-
roes Memorial. Volun-
teers are needed for set 
up, weekend-of help, 
and breakdown. Set up 
days are as follows: Tues-
day, May 23, 9 a.m. to 1 
p.m., 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.; 
Wednesday, May 24, , 9 
a.m. to 1 p.m., 10 a.m. to 
2 p.m.; Thursday, May 
25, 9 a.m. to 12 p.m.; Fri-
day, May 26, , 9 a.m. to 1 
p.m., 12 p.m. to 4 p.m.

Their number one pri-
ority is to get the memo-
rial up with success and 
in the safest and most 
efficient way. Please be 
advised that the need for 
volunteers and volun-
teering duties may be 
subject to change at any 
given moment. OSDRI 
will be sending any up-
dates about the volun-
teering needs to the 
email that was registered 
with the volunteer online 
registration.

If you are a corporate 
office or company who is 
interested in volunteer-
ing- EACH person vol-
unteering needs to sign 
up through the OSDRI 
online registration. If 
your company sends out 
an internal volunteering 
portal, you will still need 
to sign up with OSDRI at 
our online portal as well. 
This helps us correctly 
account for how many 
people are attending to 
help.

Set up will be at Fort 
Adams in Newport. Set 
up duties consist of set-
ting the boots out, clean-
ing up / shining boots, 
lacing boots, lining up 
boots on a predesigned 
grid, attaching name 
placards, stuffing boots, 
and placing out Ameri-
can flags. Volunteers 
should be physically able 
to bend down/walk.

We will also need vol-
unteers for the actual 
event itself. Volunteers 
to assist with band set-
up/breakdown, parking 
in the main lot, assisting 
at both the entrance and 
at the exit of the fort, and 
other miscellaneous du-
ties. We are looking for 
2-4 people to fill each 
volunteer shift.

The following shifts 
are available: Saturday, 
May 27, 8 a.m. to 2 p.m., 
2 p.m. to 8 p.m.; Sunday, 
May 28, 8 a.m. to 2 p.m., 
2 p.m. to 8 p.m.; Monday, 
May 29, 8 a.m. to 1 p.m., 
1 p.m. to 6 p.m.

Break down will be at 
8 a.m. on Tuesday, May 
30. Break down duties 
consist of picking up 
boots, storing boots, 
picking up tags, picking 
up American Flags, and 
other miscellaneous du-
ties. This is also a labor-
intensive activity which 
needs volunteer assis-
tance.

If anyone is interested 
in volunteering, they 
must sign up through the 
link: osdri.charityproud.
org/VolunteerRegistra-
tion/Index/4506. Please 
move the calendar to 
May (if it is a different 
month) and click on the 
shift desired to sign up.

Should you have any 
questions or concerns 
please feel free to contact 
Amanda Dean at adean@
osdri.org or 401-383-4730

Johnston Historical  
Society Event

On Wednesday, May 
31, the Johnston Histori-
cal Society will host an 
event exploring the John-

ston connection to the 
“Band of Brothers,” a 
group of World War II 
veterans who fought 
their way across Europe 
and were immortalized 
in a book by Stephen 
Ambrose and an HBO se-
ries.

George Luz Jr., was 
blessed by an early intro-
duction to the men of 
Company E, 506th PIR, 
101st Airborne Division, 
in 1965 at the 101st Air-
borne Reunion. Luz was 
nine years old at the 
time, and that started a 
journey that his father, 
George Luz, began in 
August 1942 at Toccoa, 
Georgia.

Although George Sr. 
was killed in a tragic ac-
cident in 1998, George Jr. 
made a promise to his 
father’s memory that he 
would move forward 
and do everything as if 
he had survived. He re-
connected with all his fa-
ther ’s buddies and in 
true Easy Company 
form, they embraced him 
with the same esprit de 
corps that had brought 
these men together so 
many years ago. 

■ Scoops
(Continued from page 10)

SCOOPS - PAGE 13■
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Answer to this 
week’s Puzzle:

Johnston 
Sun Rise

smithreglazing.com
LSmith@smithreglazing.com

Licensed and Insured #45582

Independence. 
Earned.
Not Given.

Enroll in a digital-focused Embark Account  

with as little as $10 and enjoy:

· NO FEES*

· Mobile Deposits & Alerts

· Card Controls

· Money Management

Banking designed  
for the self-made teen.

*Fees may apply to out-of-network ATMs. Primary members 13-17 years old require a parent or guardian as a joint 
owner on the account. When the primary member turns 22 years old, the account will automatically switch to a 
Journey Rewards Checking account or an equivalent account type offered at that time. Bill Payment, Pop Money and 
EFT only available for members 18 years of age and older. This account will not be eligible for overdraft privilege. 
There are no Insufficient Funds (Returned or Paid), or Uncollected Funds fees. Federally Insured by NCUA.

Learn more at NavigantCU.org or by calling 401-233-4700

YOUR AD COULD BE HERE
For more info, please call

732-3100

George took a trip to Hershey, Penn-
sylvania, to visit with Maj. Richard D. 
Winters, the mainstay of the HBO series 
“Band of Brothers.” Listening to Winters 
(as well as Wild Bill Guarnere, Babe Hef-
fron, Don Malarkey, Frank Perconte, 
Shifty Powers, Earl McClung, Johnny 
Martin, Buck Compton and others) and 
the other men of Easy Company seeing 
the closeness they had was comforting.

Luz Jr. flew to the HBO set of “Band of 
Brothers” in Hatfield England; met Rick 
Gomez who played his dad; attended the 
World Premiere on Utah Beach on June 6, 
2001; and went to the 54th Annual Em-
mys Awards in Los Angeles, when the 
show won for “Outstanding Miniseries” 
in 2002.

George Luz Sr. would have been so 
proud and happy about his son’s tribute 
to his memory especially spending the 
time with the men that he so dearly 
loved.

George Luz Jr. will be delivering a pre-
sentation on his father on May 31

The event will begin at 7 p.m. at the 
Johnston Historical Society Museum at 
101 Putnam Pike in Johnston. Call the 
museum at 401-231-3380, and read fu-
ture editions of the Johnston Sun Rise, 
for more details.

JHS 50th Year Reunion
The Inspiration of ‘73 will celebrate its 

50th year reunion on June 23. It will be 
held at the Valley Country Club in War-
wick. If you are in contact with any class-
mates, spread the word. For more infor-
mation, check out the JHS Class of 1973 
Facebook page or call Donna at 401-497-
9292.

More at Mohr Library
Yoga is now open to all ages. Call the 

library to register. Sponsored by Tri-
County HEZ, this class is taught by a 
certified professional and is free.  The 
class is held on Mondays at 2 p.m., 
through May 15. This is a great opportu-
nity to get introduced to yoga and may-
be win a prize.

Sign language classes are held at 1 
p.m. Wednesdays, sponsored by West 
Bay RI, a social service agency dedicated 
to supporting individuals with disabili-
ties. The classes teach the alphabet and 
basic gestures.

A Beginner’s How to Draw class for 
adults will be held at 3 p.m. on Thurs-
days. Please let the library know about 
your interest in future art classes.

Mohr Library will participate in this 
year’s “Read Across Rhode Island” pro-
gramming to read and discuss “True 
Biz,” a bestselling book which the pub-
lisher calls “an unforgettable journey in-
to the Deaf community and a universal 
celebration of human connection.” Reg-
ister for the June 20 event, which will 
begin at 6:30 p.m.

Book discussion of Prince Harry’s 
memoir, “Spare,” will be rescheduled.  
The list of participants is growing — let 
the library know if you’d like to be in-
cluded when they set a date.  Our knowl-
edgeable discussion leader brings back-
ground knowledge to a subject that 
touches on the nature of the monarchy 
and commonwealth, the press, grief, and 
service.

The crochet group for adults continues 
to meet Fridays at 10 a.m.

Art-Smart classes start in May for ages 
5 to 8, at 2 p.m. on Saturdays (May 6 and 
May 13) and June 3, 10 and 17. A class for 
ages 8 to 12, will be held at 4 p.m. on 
Wednesdays.  Sign up on the library’s 
website or call. These classes may have a 
waiting list.

Regular storytime for preschoolers 
will be offered Wednesdays at 10:30 a.m. 
through May 24.

There are afterschool activities nearly 
every day, including varied programs for 
middle and high-school age kids and 
crafts for younger kids.

The Library will be closed Saturday, 
May 20, due to work on the parking lot 
and software systems. Both the parking 
lot and the Ocean State Library online 
catalog will be inaccessible. The library 
staff apologizes for any inconvenience.  

Other changes may be coming to the li-
brary’s online system soon.  Sign up for 
email updates at mohrlibrary.org/con-
tact.php.

Regular hours are 9 a.m. to 8 p.m., 
Monday through Thursday, 9 a.m. to 6 
p.m. Friday, and 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Satur-
day. 

The library offers free Notary service 
weeknights and Saturday mornings (as 
well as copy, print and fax services, com-
puter help, reference and reading recom-
mendations).

The Library is located at 1 Memorial 
Ave. in Johnston.  Call 401-231-4980, 
email info@mohrlibrary.org, or visit their 
website at mohrlibrary.org.

Johnston Senior Center Highlights
The Johnston Senior Center is better 

than ever. Offering more exercise pro-
grams and trips every week; Hi Lo Jack, 
Monday & Wednesday and Poker on 
Wednesday. Arts & Crafts, on Monday, 
Mar Jong on Thursday & Quilting on 
Wednesday, Tia Chi on Tuesday. The Se-
nior Center also has a book Club the last 
Tuesday once a month. There is no 
charge for Senior Center activities. They 
offer Bingo on Thursday and Friday. 
Lunch is served daily at 12 p.m. (with a 
suggested donation of $3). 

A reminder, on May 23, the Johnston 
Senior Center is having a Wellness & 
Resource Fair Free to all. There will be 
Raffles, Giveaways and a Free Screening.   

A Social worker/Medicare Counselor 
is also provided 5 days a week. Contact 
Madeline Ravenelle at 944-3343. Feel free 
to come in for a tour of the facility at 1291 
Hartford Ave.

Upcoming Senior Center trips:
•	 Monday, May 8: Free Trip to 

Wrights Farm & Bakery. Bakery 
items for purchase

•	 Monday, May 15: Free Trip to the 
Christmas Tree Shop.

•	 Monday, May 22: Free Trip to Ig-
gy’s Choder House. Food avail-
able for purchase       

•	 Wednesday, May 24: Lighthouse 
Cruise, in Newport $40 pp

•	 Wednesday, May 31: Mystery 
lunch $10 pp

•	 Wednesday, May 31: Paint & Wine 
6:00pm $20 pp

•	 Thursday, June15: The Memories 
of Patsy, Whites of Westport Din-
ner & Show $79 pp

•	 Tuesday, June 20: Newport Play-
house, (Spreading it around) Lob-
ster Fest Dinner show, $95 pp

•	 Wednesday, June 28: Mystery 
lunch $10.00pp

Soul of ‘71 Scholarship Fund
The Johnston High School Class of 

1971 is raising donations for The Soul of 
‘71 Scholarship Fund at the Rhode Island 
Foundation. A generous donor has of-
fered a $4,000 challenge! The donor will 
match all gifts to the Fund up to a total of 
$4,000. The Class of 1971 initiated the 
fund on the occasion of its 50th reunion 
in 2021. Each year a scholarship will be 
awarded to a Johnston High School Se-
nior planning to attend a college, univer-
sity, trade or technical school. Donations 
are tax according to your filing status.   
To donate, go to the following website: 
www.rifoundation.org/funds/soul-of-
1971-scholarship-fund.

Apple Festival
Johnston will host the 35th Annual 

Apple Festival at War Memorial Park 
during the weekend of Sept. 9-10. The 
event is planned to run from 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m., and include an artisan fair and 
food vendors. For applications, email 
rhodeislandeventsllc@gmail.com. Go to 
facebook.com/applefestivaljohnston for 
more information.

Editor’s Note: Send submissions to 
Sun Rise Editor Rory Schuler at rorys@
rhodybeat.com or Front Desk Coordina-
tor Ida Zecco at idaz@rhodybeat.com. 
Photos in jpg format are accepted and 
news can include community events, 
promotions, academic news and non-
profit events. Email today and see your 
news in our column in the Johnston Sun 
Rise. Please include a daytime telephone 
number in case we require any further 
information.

■ Scoops
(Continued from page 12)
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IGGYSRI.COM

885 OAKLAND BEACH AVE
WARWICK, RI 

book online at OpenTable 
or call 401-737-2895

By PETE FONTAINE
 
It would be difficult to determine the MVV (Most Valuable 

Volunteer) at the nationally accredited Johnston Senior Center.
The super seniors who call the JSC their second home? 
Or those seniors who perform many important duties at 

the center every day?
The answer to those queries may be “none of the above.”
The JSC’s MVVs are, in fact, generations apart from the 

countless Johnstonians who enjoy lunch five days a week and 
everything from knitting classes, bingo, short treks to Wright’s 
Family Restaurant, and bocce trips on the center’s minibuses.

The MVV’s are nine students from Johnston High School 
who are participating in the unique “Project Forward/Project 
Success” program that Executive Director Richard J. DelFino 
Jr. says “have been an absolute blessing since they started 
coming here.”

And that, he emphasized, includes their teachers, aides 
and even their bus driver Jackie Pion, who once she arrives 
does everything from working in the kitchen to serving 
lunches.

“It’s a rewarding experience for people of all ages,” Del-
Fino offered. “All our seniors enjoy interacting with the stu-
dents. It is everyone’s hope the experience will help build 
confidence and skills they can transfer to other life experi-
ences. They have all been a pleasure to have here.”

The Johnston Senior Center honored its volunteers during 
a week long celebration.

“Our Most Valuable Volunteers are Heber Munoz Lopez, 
Hayden Judd, Alexis Rivera, Kayla Beaudry, I’daizha Brown, 
Kaylee Vanstone, Katie Ann Rodriguez, Maro Pi and Avery 
Ream,” DelFino said. “The students have four fantastic job 
coaches — Barbara Pizzi, Louise Stanielson, Karen Silva and 
Eric Pagano — who are supported by JHS Special Education 
Teachers Kathy Kelly, Savannah Bissett and Julie Forte.”

In the center of it all is Edda Carmadello, Director Special 
Education.

“Project Forward and Project Success are programs for 
students in grades 9-12. They participate in Project Success 
and after they graduate move on to Project Forward,” Carm-
adello said. “Students learn the skills needed to live indepen-
dently as adult — in the home, community and at work.”

In a show of gratitude and appreciation for their volun-
teerism, the JSC hosted Volunteer Appreciation Week with 
five days of gratitude. Treats and themes ranged from donuts 

and coffee in the morning to “We Grow Together Gratitude 
Gift Days,” “Please and Thank You Pizza Thursday” in the 
Board Room, and TGFV (Thank Goodness for Volunteers), 
which  featured a variety of baked goodies.

“There was a daily dose of gratitude every day and every-
one who volunteers here is L-O-V-E-D!” Delfino said.

To which Johnston School Supt Dr. Bernard DiLullo of-
fered: “It made me very proud to have our students and staff 
honored in today’s volunteer ceremony. This has been a part-
nership that has benefitted both our students having he expe-
rience to help at the center along with our staff and the many 
Johnston residents who interact with our students daily.”

DiLullo thanked DelFino for reaching out to Carmadello 
and planning the partnership.

“The plan afforded our students the opportunity to have 
real life experiences so that they can leave school with the 
understanding of the responsibility of a real job. Our teachers, 
job coaches and even our bus driver took part in the experi-
ence by role modeling their work ethic for our students and 
ultimately worked beside them at the Center.”

DiLullo then added: “It was uplifting to see them honored 
today. They were excited and pleased with their accomplish-
ments. This is what a true school/community partnership is 
all about.”

JSC volunteers ‘an absolute blessing’

VALUABLE
VOLUNTEERS:

Among the people who 
made Project Forward/
Project Success at JHS a 

huge hit are Avery Ream, 
Katie Rodriguez, Kaylee 

Vanstone, I’daiza Brown, 
Kayla Beaudry, Jackie Pi-

on, Julie Forte, Kathy Kel-
ly, Karen Silva, Eric Paga-
no, Louise Stanielon, He-
ber Munoz-Lopez, Barba-
ra Pizzi and Karen Silva. 

LINKED LEADERS: Among those officials who helped honor these JHS students who participate in Project 
Forward/Project Success are Joe DeSantis, President/CEO Tri-County Community Action, JSC Executive Direc-
tor Richard DelFino, Jackie Pion, School Superintendent Dr. Bernard DiLullo Jr., Special Education Director Edda 
Carmadello, Mayor Joseph Polisena Jr.’s Deputy Chief of Staff Dominque Turner and Tri-County Community Rela-
tions Director Richard DelFino III. (Sun Rise photos by Pete Fontaine)
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Fielding Manufacturing Inc.
780 Wellington Avenue

Cranston, RI 02910

WE ARE GROWING & HIRING FOR THE FOLLOWING:
MACHINE PROCESS TECHS

GENERAL MACHINIST/TOOL MAKER
QA INSPECTOR

Call or send resume
401-461-0400 X232

accounting@fieldingmfg.com

4.50% 
APY

Soaring Savings

Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is effec�ve as of 4/10/2023 and subject to change 
therea�er. $25,000 minimum daily balance is required during each monthly cycle 
period to earn interest.  Other fees and/or charges may apply and could reduce 
earnings.

2381 Post Rd
Warwick, RI 

02886

3803 Post Rd
Warwick, RI 

02886

187 Wickenden St
Providence, RI 

02903

 NEW LOCATIONS!

ROOFING • SIDING  WINDOWS • DOORS • GUTTERS

ROOFING & SIDING

SMITHFIELD, RI
85 DOUGLAS PIKE

401-618-5087

WOONSOCKET, RI
70 FOUNDERS DR.

401-597-5660

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL ROOFING

FINANCING AVAILABLE

JoshsConstruction.com

ROOFING & SIDINGROOFING & SIDING

“Providing Knowledge - Not Just Information” 
Over 37 years of experience in Real Estate with full time service

Call for a FREE PROPERTY EVALUATION Today!

Now Is The Time To Sell Your Home!
“And Stay Ahead Of The Spring Competition”

Outstanding Agents.
        Outstanding Results.

Ray Merolla

401-233-3336

Ray MerollaRay Merolla
Your Neighborhood

Realtor

By PETE FONTAINE

“The Johnston Democratic Town Committee is alive 
and well!”

That’s what long-time member Anthony Pilozzi said 
following the committee’s first meeting under Chair-
man Joseph Ballirano, when the “new look” JDTC held 
an election for its Board of Officers inside the famed 
Maria SS DiFesa Society at 15 Lafayette St.

Amid the DiFesa Society’s unmatched hospitality, led 
by former Johnston State Rep. John Carnevale, who 
served classic calzones and pizza, the JDTC unani-
mously elected nine officers who will begin charting 
the course for the 2024 election.

There was also a special election and tribute for Vil-
ma Zanni, long-time member who Ballirano empha-
sized “has been an extremely valuable member of this 
committee for many years.”

By way of his nomination and a swift vote, Zanni – 
whose family name is synonymous with Johnston – 
will now be known as the JDTC’s Vice Chair Emeritus.

“That’s absolutely wonderful!” Linda Folcarelli who 
represents District I on the Town Council and was re-
elected secretary, offered. “Vilma is — and always has 
been — a very special lady.”

Another nomination came from Mayor Joseph Polise-
na Jr., who endorsed Stephen Mandarelli for the JDTC’s 
First Vice Chairman.

Mandarelli coaches in the Johnston Youth Basketball 
program and Little League and is the Business Manager 
for Gary Sazillo’s Northeast Auto Body located at 775 
Hartford Ave. in Johnston.

Pilozzi, meanwhile, was elected Second Vice Chair 
while Fred Iafrate, who co-chaired the JDTC’s sold-out 
Doo-Wop Show Fundraiser featuring Classic Blend, 
was elected Third Vice Chair.

Folcarelli, as was the case with all nine electees, was 
unanimously elected, while Vincent Baccari is the Re-
cording Secretary and Lois Marandola corresponding 
secretary. Town Councilwomen Lauren Garzone re-
mains as Treasurer.

Yet another new JDTC member is Taylor Russo, who 
will serve as Assistant Treasurer and held numerous 
capacities during her undergrad days at JHS. She is also 
a recent college graduate.

Meanwhile, Polisena told the audience “Everything 
is running well in Johnston” and “we have a few proj-
ects we’ve been working on. We’re also assessing the 
needs of our town and make improvements in areas 
where they’re needed.”

Johnston Democratic 
Town Committee elects 

new slate of officers

TOWN TEAM: Johnston Mayor Joseph Polisena Jr. joins the “new-look JDTC” that includes Linda Folcarelli, 
Lauren Garzone, Anthony Pilozzi, Taylor Russo, Joseph Ballirano, Vince Baccari, Fred Iafrate, and Lois Marandolda. 
Missing is Stephen Mandarelli. (Sun Rise photo by Pete Fontaine)
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We’re All Ears
Your
opinion is
something we
always want to hear.

Questions?
Comments?
Story ideas?
Let us know how we’re doing.
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PAID ADVERTISEMENT

LOCAL BUSINESS
SPOTLIGHT

1253 Hartford Ave.
Johnston, RI 02919

Now ENrolliNg
6 Weeks – 12 Years Old

Full & Part-time
Positions available

Your Target Audience is reading...

(10-week commitment)

Your Ad for 10 Weeks with
Spotlight Story & Photo for 1 Week

$4400 Per Week
(Story & photo featured on our website)

Call for details!
401-732-3100

Make sure they’ll be reading about YOU!

spotlight BUSINESSon

The Household HeroT
Bug and Pest 

Control 
Division

401-999-2715
thehouseholdhero999.com

All NaturalAll Natural

Also Offering 
Soft Washing

Chef Walters 
Innovative Food 

Tourism

...don’t get too busy making a living
that you forget to make a life

feedback@chefwalter.com
401.273.2652
Tours Calendar
www.flavorsandknowlegetours.com

Rory Allen, Hair Stylist
Now located at Salon Chic in Greenville

By JENNIFER COATES

There are many kinds of 
artists, and many kinds of 
medians with which they 
work.  The clients of longtime 
hair stylist Rory Allen might 
say they have seen a true 
artist at work ~ an artist 
whose median is dynamic, 
always different, sometimes 
severely damaged, and 
always multi-colored, textured 
and of varying lengths.  Rory 
is an artist whose median is 
hair and whose tools are not 
brushes, chisels, pencils, or 
pastels but rather delicate, 
razor-sharp scissors which 
have been honed by time and 
nearly fi fty years of use.

Rory Allen has been cutting, 
coloring, repairing, and styling 
hair for forty-eight years.  If 
there is anything in the world 
Rory Allen knows about, it 
is hair.  He has been taught 
by some of the best stylists 
in the industry and has also 
instructed stylists from around 

the country. One of the many 
notches in his belt is that he 
worked closely with the man 
who invented the popular 
balayage technique. One of 
his career mentors is John 
Dellaria of Dellaria Salon. Rory 
is a multi-award-winning hair 
artist.

Allen has worked extensively 
in local salons, but he has 
also been a “platform artist” 
who has demonstrated cuts, 
colors, and styles on a stage 
in front of hundreds of his 
up-and-coming peers.  Rory 
has been widely recognized 
for work which has spanned 
a lifetime, and which started 
with a passion for hair he had 
as a young man.

The best news of all is 
that Rory Allen is right here 
in Rhode Island!  Recently, 
Rory relocated to a new salon, 
Salon Chic on Putnam Pike in 
Greenville.  Those who meet 
him for the fi rst time are struck 
by his energy, his enthusiasm, 
and his artistry. They can 

appreciate his vast knowledge 
and his professionalism.  He 
has high standards for his own 
performance and gravitates to 
those whose standards match 
his own.  One only need to 
see his exquisite collection of 
scissors ~ each a masterful 
piece of art themselves ~ to 
know how much value Rory 
places on his work.

Damaged hair might be 
the bane of some people’s 
existence, but for Rory Allen, 
it is the ultimate challenge.  
Rory uses a unique process 
that involves far infrared, 
ultrasonic vibration supported 
by a cocktail made with 100% 
raw silk, 100% raw collagen, 
silk protein and niacinamide 
for his base.  If you think your 
hair is beyond repair, make 
your way to Salon Chic and 
see how Rory can restore and 
rescue your hair.

Rory loves all aspects of hair, 
from hair care to all the latest 
trends in color, cut and style to 
such traditional techniques as 
perms.  He does extensions 
that look completely natural.  
His job is to make you look 
your very best. Every. Single. 
Time.

To fi nd Rory Allen, 
call him at 401-500-
8794.  Appointments are 
recommended but walk-ins are 
accepted.  Salon Chic, Allen’s 
new home, is located at 634 
Putnam Pike in Greenville.

Meet Rory Allen, a longtime hair stylist of 48 years who has just relocated 
to Salon Chic in Greenville.  Rory is offering 20% off for fi rst-time 
customers!  Call him at 401-500-8794 today! 

sa
lon

Chic

Rory Allen
Multi AwArd-winning
HAirdresser/Colorist

Welcomes his clients to his new location
634 Putnam Pike • Greenville, RI

For appointment, call 401-500-8794

20% Discount with this ad

★Lowest $ In Town★
New

State-of-the-Art
Equipment —

Same Old Prices!

Jain’s Laundry
Plaza 44 • 39 Putnam Pike • Johnston • 231-7019

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8am-9pm; Sat. & Sun. 7am-8pm

WASH • DRY • FOLD
Drop Off Service
only 89¢ per lb.

Includes Softener, Bleach, Soap & Hangers
Same Day Service
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RhodyLife
RHODYBEAT.COM

Warwick 
Fan Fest
celebrates 

comics, movies, 
and more

ORGANIZER: Corey Paul says planning the Warwick Fan Fest was made 
easy as various library directors pitched in to pull everything together.  (Beacon 
Communications photos)

Come dressed for the occasion 
& talk nerdy to me

By DANIEL HOLMES

Saturday, May 5, won’t be the fi rst time that the Warwick Public Li-
brary has celebrated Free Comic Book Day.  But plans for this year’s 
giveaway have been scaled up considerably – the fi rst Warwick Fan 
Festival is scheduled to include games, contests, and visitors from 
places as exotic as Tatooine, Hogwarts, and Gotham City.

Event coordinator Corey Paul says the event is modelled after an-
other popular celebration of “geek culture.”  “I go with my kids to 
Comic Con in Providence regularly,” the children’s librarian said.  
“The title is copyrighted, so we couldn’t actually use it.  But the Fan 
Festival is going to be based on the same idea of bringing people 
from different communities and ‘fandoms’ in order to share the 
things their passionate about.”

Much like the popular comic book convention, attendees at Fan 
Fest are encouraged to dress up (or ‘cosplay’) as their favorite char-
acters.  Paul indicated that she would be wearing Gryffi ndor student 
robes for the event.

So far, the schedule includes displays and activities based on a 
wide-ranging collection of media franchises – extending well be-

yond superheroes.  “Our small meeting room will be Doctor Who 
themed, with a Tardis to check out and a trivia contest organized by 
one of our staff members,” said Paul.  “The teen room will be Percy 
Jackson; the children’s room upstairs will be entirely Harry Potter 
themed, with a chance to select your Hogwarts house and color in 
your own uniform necktie.  Then just after lunch we’ll be serving 
Scottish snacks at our Outlander selfi e station.”

ORGANIZER: 
easy as various library directors pitched in to pull everything together.  
Communications photos)

ORGANIZER: 
easy as various library directors pitched in to pull everything together.  
Communications photos)

�  FEST - PAGE 23
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By ALEX SPONSELLER

The Johnston softball 
team earned a 3-1 victory 
over Ponaganset last week 
to make a statement in the 
Division II playoff race. 

The Panthers were led 
by freshman pitcher Haley 
Boudreau in the circle, 
who got the complete 
game win, allowing just 
one run on two hits while 
striking out 13 batters.

Michelina Irons would 
knock in Janina Mazzulla 

Sports

By PETE FONTAINE

Mason Lombardi will probably never – ever – forgot 
the Johnston Little League’s 2023 Opening Day,

The 10 year old, who plays for the Astros, had his 
picture taken with his teammates then marched in the 
JLL’s annual Opening Day Parade.

But it was during the youth baseball league’s 61st 
Opening Ceremony that he found himself in the spot-
light.

Mason, you see, was given the opportunity to catch 
the ceremonial first pitch that was delivered by south-
paw and first term Mayor Joseph Polisena Jr. who had 
as much fun as any of the Little Leaguers at famed Ken-
nedy Field.

Upon completion of the pitch, league officials had 
Lombardi join the mayor for what has in recent years 
been a traditional keepsake photo.

Mason was all smiles as well as his parents and 
grandparents.

Mason is the son of Brendan Lombardi and Sheri Ba-
glia and comes from a sports-oriented family. His ma-
ternal grandfather is Tony Baglia, a long-time youth 
sports coach in the state.

Likewise, his maternal grandfather Steve Lombardi 
has a prominent place in Rhode Island sports history, as 
he’s the former long-time Executive director at the 
Providence Civic Center – a.k.a. - the AMP (Amica Mu-
tual Pavilion). He is the current Executive Director of 
the East Greenwich Chamber of Commerce. 

MAYORAL MOMENT: Mason Lombardi, 10, a catcher for 
the Astros, is all smiles as he joins Mayor Joseph Polisena 
Jr. after the ceremonial first pitch. (Submitted photo)

Lombardi’s 
mayoral moment

Climbing the standings

Panthers breaking out in Division II

By PETE FONTAINE

One of the most unusual benefit basket-
ball games in local history will take place 
on May 19 inside Johnston High School’s 
Edward DeSimone Gymnasium.

Tip-off is 6 p.m. and suggested admis-
sion is only $5 per person.

The game, which will feature members 
of the Johnston Police Local 307 and John-
ston Fire Department’s Local 1950 will in-
clude several pre-game events as well as a 
historic ceremony at halftime and staff-
student game at halftime.

“We’re billing this as a Family Fun 
Night,” Mark Livingston, a JFD Rescue 
Lieutenant and co-chairman emphasized. 

Johnston Police, 
Fire Departments 
to host charity 
hoops event

CHARITABLE CAST: 
Among those JPD and 
JRD officials and mem-
bers of the girls’ and boys’ 
basketball teams that will 
take part in the hoop ben-
efit on May 19, are sitting 
from left: Stephanie Bru-
no, Derek Salvatore, An-
thony Corsinetti, Camani 
Batista and Ava Water-
man. Top: Firefighters Mike 
Gaskin, Mark Livingston, 
Keith Calci, JFD Chief Da-
vid Iannuccilli, JPD Chief 
Mark Vieira, JHS Principal 
Mat Velino and Resource 
Officer Lou Detoia.                                                          
(Sun Rise photo by Pete 
Fontaine)

HOOPS - PAGE 19■

PANTHERS - PAGE 21■

ROUNDING SECOND: 
Johnston’s Alexia 
DiLorenzo runs the bas-
es last week.

MAKING AN IMPACT: Johnston freshman pitcher Haley Boudreau deals. (Photos by Alex Sponseller)
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Business Card
DIRECTORY

This Week’s
Featured Business...

Advertise in the Johnston SunRise’s
Business Card
DIRECTORY

for only
$18 per week 

(12 week commitment)

Add the Warwick Beacon or Cranston Herald
for an additional $9 per week.

Call 732-3100

401-736-0600

Raymond Pezzullo 
Law Offi ces

FAMILY  LAW
LANDLORD/TENANT  LAW

WILLS 
DEBT COLLECTION

401-275-0669
1200 Hartford Avenue • Suite 117

Johnston, RI
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

“Beginning at 5 o’clock there will 
be a Touch-A-Truck event for chil-
dren featuring vehicles from the 
police and fire departments.”

Perhaps even more impressive 
that basketball fans will enjoy a ter-
rific tribute – a.k.a. special ceremo-
ny - as Livingston offered, “honor-
ing one of the greatest players in 
Johnston High School’s tradition 
rich history.”

That’s Chelsea Marandola, cousin 
of current Boston Celtics head coach 
Joe Mazzulla, who during her un-
dergraduate days at Johnston High 
was also among the state’s school-
girl basketball elite. Chelsea later 
went on to star at Providence Col-
lege.

“We are all excited about the en-
tire evening,” Livingston went on. 
“A lot of people in Johnston will 
benefit from this event.”

Proceeds from the unique in-town 

contest will help Local 307 and Lo-
cal 1950 continue their on-going 
reputation as one of the most chari-
table groups in the state.

Local 1950’s Charitable Fund, for 
example, started a dozen years ago 
and is used to fund youth sports 
and other charitable needs in John-
ston. The same holds true for Local 
307, which among its big-ticket 
items was purchasing a full, regula-
tion-size wrestling mat Nicolas A. 
Ferri Middle School.

Moreover, some union members 
are still giving back, as Livingston 
works with Mike Bedrosian, head 
coach of the JHS boys’ basketball 
team and JHS School Resource offi-
cer volunteers with the Joe Acciar-
do-coached football Panthers.

“A lot of our guys played youth 
sports in town,” Livingston noted. 
“That’s why we’re hoping to have 
SRO crowd on May 19 that will help 
enable our unions to continue chari-
table giving for the youth of our 
great community.”

■ Hoops
(Continued from page 18)

The Boston Bruins fell 
victim to what was 

one of the biggest upsets 
in sports history on Sun-
day night, when the Flori-
da Panthers marched into 
the Garden and pulled off 
the wild overtime upset in 
Game 7 of the opening 
round of the NHL Play-
offs.

The Bruins recently 
wrapped up the best regu-
lar season in NHL history, 
and that is not hyperbolic, 
that is a fact that can be 
objectively argued. They 
broke the all-time wins re-
cord and the all-time 
points record. Boston was 
in the playoffs weeks be-
fore other teams qualified.

I know that there are 
some variables like how 
previous teams used to 
have to settle for ties when 
in today’s game, teams 
play extra periods to de-
termine a winner. Among 
other things, I understand 
that circumstances change 
as time goes on. But at the 
end of the day, you can 
absolutely say heading 
into the playoffs that the 
Bruins were on pace to be 
the greatest team in the 
history of the NHL.

For them to lose in the 
first round of the playoffs, 
especially in the manner 
in which they did, is a 
devastating under-
achievement. A disap-
pointment beyond mea-
sure.

Boston led the series 3-1 
and held the lead until the 
Panthers tied things up 
with under a minute to 
play. What made this loss 
even worse was that Flor-
ida won because of effort. 
They beat the Bruins to 
the puck, were more 
physical, they just wanted 
it more. Even when they 
were ahead, they played 
like they were behind. 

This was an experi-
enced Bruins team. It was 
not as if the moment was 
too big. The team just 
seemed to be too comfort-
able from start to finish. 
Even after the loss, it 
didn’t seem like they even 
knew what had hit them.

Naturally, on social me-
dia, New Englanders be-
gan comparing this disas-
ter to other notable losses 
in Boston sports history. 
The undefeated 2007 Pa-

triots losing in the Super 
Bowl, the 1986 Red Sox 
losing on Bill Buckner’s 
famous error at first base, 
the 2010 Celtics blowing a 
3-2 lead in the finals to the 
Lakers, among others.

In my opinion, although 
this loss does not sting as 
much as some of the other 
ones, it is, in fact, the big-
gest underachievement. 

What did all of those 
other teams have in com-
mon? They lost in the 
championship.

It does not matter how 
good a team is, anyone 
can be beat on any day. By 
the time you get to the 
championship, you know 
the opponent is also going 
to be top notch.

For the Bruins to lose in 
the first round against a 
team that had to claw its 
way into the postseason in 
the days before it began, it 
is a colossal failure. 

Last week, Milwaukee 
Bucks superstar Giannis 
Antetokounmpo made 
headlines when a reporter 
asked him if his team’s 
loss meant it was a failure 
of a season. His response 
was to the effect of, “suc-
cess is not purely based 
on wins and losses.”

Although I agree with 
that statement, in the Bru-
ins’ case, this loss abso-
lutely means a failure of a 
season. You do not break 
the all-time wins record 
and lose in the first round, 
you just can’t do that.

Where do the Bruins go 
from here? Well, this one 
stings pretty badly.

Patrice Bergeron and 
David Krecji are likely re-
tiring, Brad Marchand 
seems to be slowing 
down, the goalies went ice 
cold in the playoffs which 
I don’t believe is coinci-
dence, I believe they were 
exposed. This Bruins team 

actually has a pretty big 
climb ahead of itself in 
order to be back in the 
championship mix.

On social media I post-
ed moments after the loss, 
“I am honored to have just 
witnessed one of the all-
time choke jobs in sports 
history.”

I said that mostly sar-
castically, but there was a 
part of me that meant it.

Look, I am a sports fan 
no matter what, win or 
lose. I am a spoiled Boston 
sports fan who has been 
alive for 12 champion-
ships, so I am certainly in 
no position to be bitter.

So, what we witnessed 
on Sunday was a historic 
event. Not the historic 
event that we can cele-
brate, but at least appreci-
ate what we witnessed. A 
scrappy, underdog team 
pulling off what most 
viewed as the impossible. 
It burns being on the los-
ing end, but that is why 
we watch sports, the thrill 
of the uncertainty, the 
competition. 

This also is a reminder 
of one of the most over-
used, cliché aspects of 
sports, which is that most 
of the time, talent is sec-
ondary to effort and will.

The Bruins, in my opin-
ion, had the most talented 
roster of the past 40 years. 
I say 40 years because the 
Montreal Canadiens ros-
ters in the 1970s were 
filled with future hall of 
famers, but that was be-
fore my time, so I can’t say 
I watched enough to be 
truly educated.

But, from 1980 on, this 
Bruins team had to be the 
best. Bergeron, Marchand, 
Krejci, David Pastrnak, 
Taylor Hall, Pavel Zacha, 
Tyler Bertuzzi, Jake De-
Brusk, Charlie Coyle, 
Charlie McAvoy, Dmitry 
Orlov, Hampus Lind-
holm. I still can’t wrap my 
head around how a roster 
with that much depth lost 
in the first round. It’s be-
yond me.

Again, although it was 
a nightmare scenario, at 
least we were able to 
watch history unfold. De-
cades from now, we will 
still be talking about the 
great failure that was the 
2022-23 Boston Bruins. 

Digesting the Bruins’ collapse
My pitch

by 
Alex 

Sponseller
Sports Editor

alexs@
rhodybeat.com

Senior Edward Garofalo (Newport, 
R.I.) was the Little East Champion in the 
triple jump as Rhode Island College fin-
ished seventh (eight teams) at the 2023 
Little East Men’s Outdoor Track and 
Field Championship, hosted by UMass 
Dartmouth on Saturday afternoon. 

The Anchormen placed seventh (eight 
teams) with a team score of 40.0. UMass 
Dartmouth won the title with a score of 
179.0. 

Garofalo was the Little East Champion 
and earned First Team All-Little East 
honors with a first place finish in the tri-
ple jump (13.60m). Freshman Shamus 
Culhane (North Kingstown, R.I.) earned 
Second Team All-Little East honors with 
a second place finish in the hammer 
(52.74m). 

Senior Andre Solomon-Messier (Provi-
dence, R.I.) earned Second Team All-Lit-
tle East honors with a second place finish 
in the 10,000m (33:05.76). He also placed 
11th in the 5,000m (16:29.04).  

Junior Steven Doss (West Warwick, 

R.I.) finished fourth in the 100m (11.24). 
Freshman Jaden Saunders (Smithfield, 
R.I.) placed fifth in the long jump (6.52m), 
eighth in the triple jump (11.52m) and 
11th in the high jump (1.75m). 

Junior Benjamin Lockwood (Saunder-
stown, R.I.) finished sixth in the 3,000m 
steeplechase (10:42.68). 

Junior Christopher McCarthy (Crans-
ton, R.I.) placed sixth in the hammer 
(43.40m). Freshman Brandon Mota (West 
Warwick, R.I.) placed ninth in the discus 
(33.80m). 

Freshman Juan Reyes (Providence, 
R.I.) placed ninth in the 400m hurdles 
(1:04.75). 

Senior Austin Michael (Swansea, 
Mass.) placed ninth in the 800m (2:04.53). 
Sophomore Matthew Taylor (Smithfield, 
R.I.) finished 12th in the 400m hurdles 
(1:05.65). 

In upcoming action, Rhode Island Col-
lege will compete at the 2023 New Eng-
land Div. III Championship, hosted by 
Springfield on May 5-6. 

RIC track takes 7th at LEC finals
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By CAPT. DAVE MONTI

Freshwater and saltwater fish-
ing in Massachusetts and Rhode 
Island is outstanding. Both trout 
and salmon fishing in stocked 
ponds is particularly good with 
an explosive largemouth bass 
bite. “The couple of 80 degree 
days we had kickstarted the pre-
spawn bite followed by a full 
moon. So largemouth bass fish-
ing is great,” said Jeff Sullivan of 
Lucky Bait & Tackle, Warren, RI.

Thursday the saltwater bite 
exploded in Rhode Island as 
larger migrating striped bass en-
tered Narragansett and Mt. 
Hope Bays with fish starting to 
be caught on Cape Cod as well. 
The coastal shore from Westerly 
to the Sakonnet was good too, 
maybe not as good as the Bays 
but much improved from last 
week.

Dave Henault of Ocean State 
Tackle, Providence said, “The 
mid to upper Bay in front of 
Rocky Point was on fire with 
bait and striped bass Thursday. 
Now the fish have moved just 
north of Conimicut Point. Capt. 
Rene Letourneau said he left the 
dock in East Providence at 9 
a.m. and by 9:23 a.m. he was 
hooking up with fish,”  Jeff 
Grant said, “Fish in the 35-inch 
range are being caught in the 
Bay with an abundance of her-
ring and hold over Atlantic 
menhaden in the Bay.”

To fish the salt or freshwater 
you need a license in Massachu-
setts and Rhode Island. See be-
low links for information.

For freshwater and light tackle 
saltwater fishing a light to me-
dium action rod and reel combi-
nation such as an Ugly Stick, 
Berkley or other rod/reel combi-
nation ($39 to $69) can get you 
started. Ask your local bait & 
tackle shop for tips on what to 
use for hooks, lures or bait based 
on what fish are biting. 

Rhode Island stocks over one 
hundred ponds, rivers, brooks 
and lakes with a variety of trout 
and salmon so you might want 
to check waterways in your ar-
ea. Massachusetts stocks desig-
nated trout waterways with over 
500,000 fish each year. Many of 
them are stocked two or three 
times a year. 

For a complete list of stocked 
ponds, license information and a 
copy of the Fishing Regulations 
and Guides visit https://rio.ri.
gov . In Massachusetts visit 
https://massfishhunt.mass.gov. 

Freshwater fly-fishing 
workshop

The DEM’s Division of Fish 
and Wildlife will hold its Annu-
al Adult Introduction to Fresh-
water Fly-Fishing program for 
ages 17 and older this month. 
Hosted by the Division’s Aquat-
ic Resource Education (ARE) 
program, the workshop will be 
held at Addieville East Farm, 
Mapleville, RI on Saturday, May 
13, 9 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 

The workshop is $30.00/per-
son and includes lunch and all 
fly fishing equipment. The pro-
gram will cover Basic Entomol-
ogy, Fly Tying, Fly Casting, Ba-
sic Knots, and fish a freshly 
stocked trout pond after lunch. 
To register contact Kimberly Sul-
livan at Kimberly.Sullivan@
dem.ri.gov or call 401.539. 0037. 
Volunteers to help run the pro-
gram should call Kimberly to 
register as well. 

Where’s the bite?
Striped bass. Cape Cod Canal 

fishing expert and author, East 

End Eddie Doherty, said, “Some 
school bass were caught Wednes-
day on the mainland side of the 
railroad bridge and there are re-
ports of school bass in Buzzards 
Bay with slots right behind.” “I 
fished with my sons from shore 
in Warwick near Conimicut 
Point using Kastmaster lures 
last week, and they caught mul-
tiple school bass, their first ever. 
My son TJ Giddings is now 
working in the shop with me. 
Customers are catching some 
nice fish using swimmers, soft 
plastics and surface lures,” said 
Tom Giddings of the Tackle Box, 
Warwick. 

Fly expert and guide Ed Lom-
bardo said, “It’s only been the 
last 10 to 12 days that many of 
the bass we are now getting 
have sea lice attached to them. 
For the most part, the outgoing 
tide has been fishing a little bet-
ter than the incoming. Many of 
us are using old faithful flies 
such as clouser minnows, all 
white or olive over white, hot 
pink or brown Ed’s Fly, Ray’s 
Fly, and Lefty’s deceiver, 1/0 
and 2/0 sizes.”  

Striped bass angler Mark Tra-
cy of Barrington said this week-
end, “We found the stripers in 
the East Passage of Narragansett 
Bay from Potters Cove (Pru-
dence Island) to the shipping 
channel. Fish ranged from 
24-29-inches. Caught them on 
Mag Darters and Deadly Dicks. 
Both on Friday at slack tide and 
Sunday on the outgoing tide. 
Birds, bait, and fish on the sur-
face, but plenty of fish down 
below in 25-35 feet of water as 
well.”  

Dave Henault of Ocean State 
Tackle, Providence said, “An-
glers are hooking up with 30” 
bass at India Point Park, Provi-
dence and Festival Pier, Paw-
tucket. Soft plastic and shallow 
diver lures are working best.” 
Declan O’Donnell of Breachway 
Bait & Tackle, Charlestown, 
said, “Fishing for striped bass is 
picking up with fish being 
caught in the wash and have 
started moving into the salt 
ponds.” 

Tautog. “Customers are catch-
ing big beautiful tautog in the 
mid and upper Bay in about ten 
feet of water. Reports of great 
fish from Sally Rock, off Godard 
Park in Warwick; India Point, 
Providence: to the Stone Bridge 
in Tiverton,” said Giddings. 
O’Donnell of Breachway Bait & 
Tackle said, “The tautog bite 
continues to improve.”

Freshwater. “Customers in 
South County are doing well 
targeting trout in local rivers 
and ponds stocked by Rhode Is-
land DEM,” O’Donnell of 
Breachway Bait. Giddings said, 
“The prespawn largemouth bass 
bite continues to be outstanding 
at area ponds. Those doing best 
are using live bait (shiners). Lo-
cal ponds producing include 
Gorton Pond and Little Pond 
behind Warwick Vets. Trout fish-
ing is good too, some ponds 
have been restocked with Silver 
Spring Lake, North Kingstown 
producing a variety of trout in-
cluding golden trout for custom-
ers.” 

Dave Monti holds a captain’s 
master license and charter fishing 
license. He serves on a variety of 
boards and commissions and has a 
consulting business focusing on 
clean oceans, habitat preservation, 
conservation, renewable energy, 
and fisheries related issues and cli-
ents. Forward fishing news and 
photos to dmontifish@verison.net 
or visit www.noflukefishing.com.

It’s getting fishy out there

PRIZE TAUTOG: “Al Zuppe with a prize tautog caught this week on Flippin Out Charters, Ports-
mouth, RI with a green crab and one of Al’s yellow Asylum Jigz.” said Dave Henault of Ocean 
State Tackle. (Submitted photo)

STRIPED BASS: Mark Tracy of Barrington caught striped bass to 29-inch this weekend in the 
East Passage from the shipping channel to Potters Cove, Prudence Island. (File photo)

TAUTOG BITE IS GOOD: 
“The tautog bite is good 
on the Taunton River, like 
this keeper caught by Bri-
an Andrade,” said Dave 
Henault of Ocean State 
Tackle.
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b e a c o n c o m m u n i c a t i o n s
1944 WarWick avenue, WarWick, ri  02889  |  P: 401-732-3100 | F: 401-732-3110

Advertise in our newspapers 
and reach over 
32,000 homes 
in Cranston, Coventry, Johnston, 

Warwick, West Greenwich & West Warwick

CranstonHerald
www.cranstononline.com

JOHNSTON

Call 732-3100
 for more information

Take advantage of the new 30% Solar Investment Tax Credit 
(ITC) with PWRcell, Generac’s fully-integrated solar + battery 
storage system. PWRcell will help you save money on your 
electric bill and be prepared for utility power outages. Plus 
it’s compatible with most existing solar arrays.

Now’s the
Right Time

^Consult your tax or legal professional for information 
regarding eligibility requirements for tax credits.

Solar panels sold separately.

Purchase a PWRcell and Receive 
a Free Ecobee Smart Thermostat 
Enhanced – valued at over $189!*

*Scan the QR code for 
promo terms and conditions.

SAVE 
30% 

WITH THE SOLAR TAX CREDIT^

Call to request a free quote!
(833) 779-2532
Call to request a free quote!
(833) 779-2532

■ Panthers
(Continued from page 18)

to give Johnston the early 1-0 lead and 
Arianna Velasquez would hit Boudreau 
home to make it 2-0 in the fifth inning. 
Hannah Calabro would then send Velas-
quez home to make it 3-0.

Although Ponaganset would get a run 
in the sixth, Boudreau and the Johnston 
defense would escape the jam.

“It’s early in the season so we just try 

to get better every game. It was a total 
team effort, my pitcher was a rock today, 
but she also had a great defense behind 
her. We didn’t make any errors and we 
got the timely hits, I thought we played 
the perfect game,” said Johnston coach 
David Iannuccilli.

Ponaganset sat ahead of the Panthers 
in the standings heading into the match-
up, but Johnston would pull off the up-
set and leapfrog the Chieftains to sit in 
third place in Division II. Boudreau was 
excited to get the win while also making 

an impact early in her high school career.
“This was a great win because we 

were doubted, so this was a great win to 
prove ourselves to everyone. Every 
game we’ve become closer as a team, 
closer as a family, which has made it 
easier to work. It definitely gets me ex-
cited and eager to play, eager to prove 
myself every game,” Boudreau said.

Iannuccilli added: “She’s solid on the 
mound and we’re very well-rounded. 
Everyone picks each other up all the 
time. (Velasquez also) calls the game, she 

takes control, she calls the play. It’s like 
having another coach out there.”

The Panthers improved to 6-2 in 
league play with the win, trailing just 
East Greenwich and Mt. Hope by a game 
each. Taking things one step at a time 
will be key in making a playoff run, ac-
cording to Iannuccilli.

“I try to keep the girls grounded and I 
didn’t want them to look past South 
Kingstown to this game. I try to keep 
them grounded and we try to take things 
one game at a time,’ Iannuccilli said. 

INFIELDERS: Johnston’s Arianna Velasquez (right) and Stephanie Bruno take on Ponaganset last week on the road.
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OFFICE HOURS:    Monday thru Friday  8:30 AM - 4:30 PM

To place or cancel a classified ad:

Call 732-3100 by — 
	 •	 10 AM Monday for
	 	 Cranston Herald (Thursday), 
	 	 Warwick Beacon (Thursday) & 
	 	 Johnston Sun Rise (Thursday)

ADVERTISING COSTS:
Line-by-Line: 
1 Week — Warwick Beacon, Cranston Herald and Johnston Sun Rise
4 lines - $25.00; each additional line $4.00

4 Weeks or More —	 Warwick Beacon, Cranston Herald and
	 Johnston Sun Rise
4 lines - $23.00 per week; each additional line $4.00

Classified Display: 
1 Week — Warwick Beacon, Cranston Herald and Johnston Sun Rise
$35.00 per column inch. 

Business Service Ads: 
$32.00 per column inch - Warwick Beacon, Cranston Herald and 
Johnston Sun Rise
Ad Must Run 4  Consecutive Weeks.

Add the RI Reminder:
$8.00 per column inch. Ad Must Run 4  Consecutive Weeks.

Email ads to: AshleyM@rhodybeat.com

CREDIT POLICY      We accept all major credit cards. We will bill line-by-line classified 
ads (with the exception of YARD SALE ADS) to customers adding $1.50 billing fee. Business 
Service ads must be prepaid until a Credit Application has been approved and account established.

Please Check Your Ad!
We make every effort to carefully proofread all advertisements, 
however, we ask you to check your ad the first time it appears. 
If you find an error, call 732-3100 so that we may correct it 
in the next publication. Beacon Communications shall not 
be liable for errors or omissions in, or failure to insert, any 
advertisement for which it may be responsible beyond the 
cost of the actual space occupied by the item in which error 
or omission or failure to insert occurred. Advertiser will be 
entitled to refund of advertisement price or insertion in next 
issue at advertiser’s option.

Sun Rise		  401-732-3100

1944 WA R W I C K AV E N U E, WA R W I C K , R I   02889  |   P:  401-732-3100 |  F:  401-732-3110
BEACONCOMMUNICATIONS

IS HIRING!
ADVERTISING SALES 

REPRESENTATIVE
Join our team for an opportunity to work in a 

friendly, community based environment.
Seeking a “people person” with strong 

organizational skills. Sales experience and 
knowledge of basic computer skills are 
preferred, but will train the right candidate. 

Interested candidates 
can e-mail their 

resume to 

donnaz@
rhodybeat.com

PA RT  T I M E

To place your ad 
by phone, 
please call

732-3100
Deadline is Mon. 10 AM

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

❑ ❑ ❑ ❑AMOUNT ENCLOSED  $_________________   CHECK # _____________

# OF WEEKS  AD IS TO RUN ________________       DATE   _ ____________

# _______________________________________

 EXPIRATION DATE:________________________________   3 digit code________________

MAIL-IN ADVERTISING FORM

NAME  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________PHONE _ _______________________________

ADDRESS  _____________________________________________________________________________________CITY ____________________________STATE  _________ ZIP  ____________________

Use 1 block for each letter, number or punctuation mark. Leave one blank block between each word or after each punctuation mark. (Minimum of 4 lines)

4 Lines / $2500* Includes Warwick Beacon, Cranston Herald 
and Johnston Sun Rise
Run your ad for 4 weeks or more and $ave $2.00 per week.
❏ Bold Face First Line of ad for $4.00 per week

$25/Week — $29/Week with Bold

$29/Week — $33/Week with Bold

$33/Week — $37/Week with Bold

CATEGORY
______________________

Deadline:
Monday 10 AM

MAIL TO:
Beacon Communications
1944 Warwick Avenue, Warwick, RI 02889
Attn: CLASSIFIEDS

or   e-mail to: Classifieds@rhodybeat.com

Junk Removal

HAVE TRUCK WILL HAUL: 
Junk, brush, construction debris. 
DUMPSTERS also available. 
401-497-1282

UP TO $5000! We buy junk, 
unwanted and repairable autos. 
Call today, gone today. 401-516-
8822

Houses Wanted

WE BUY HOUSES:  Any condi-
tion!! Quick sale!!  House needs 
work?  We don’t mind.  Call 401-
595-8703

Home Improvements

Pro Home Improvements - Spe-
cializing in kitchen, baths, and 
basement remodeling and any 
interior repairs. prohomeimprov.
com. Free est. Licensed and in-
sured. Call Pat at 401-374-3929

Autos for Sale

USED LUXURY AUTOS: BMW, 
Audi, Mercedes, Land Rover, In-
finiti. Priced to sell! Cash, drive 
home with Title. Reconditioned. 
Inspected. Save! 347-4291.

Dogs for Sale
Malshi Pups for Sale.  Hypoal-
lergenic, non-shedding, $1,500.  
401-527-2491

Labradoodle puppies, black 
males and females, have had 
their shots ready to go. $1000. 
401-474-7454

For Sale
Dining Room with matching 
buffet.  Danish contemporary. 
2 Captain chairs and 4 Mate 
Chairs.  Leather seats. Light oak. 
Large table with padding.  New 
condition. $750.00 401-602-
1516.

Three burial lots for sale in High-
land Memorial Park, Johnston 
RI asking $6000 OBO. Contact 
jdepatie731@aol.com for more 
details.

Yard Sales

Saturday, May 6 from 9 a.m. - 
1 p.m., 18 Chatworth Avenue, 
Warwick. Many different items!  
Come see what we have!

YARD SALE 81 Sweet St War-
wick, RI Sunday 5/7 9 a.m. to 
3 p.m. Clothing, shoes, appli-
ances, art.

Yard Sale Saturday & Sunday 
5/6 & 5/7, 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. 345 
Elmdale Road, North Scituate, 
RI. Some estate clean-outs. Too 
many things to lift. No early birds.

Sales Managers; Premier Wire-
less LLC; Warwick, RI, area. 
36ms of exp. w/ sales and/or 
management exp. Be willing to 
work on w/ends, flexible sched-
ule, own a car and have a valid 
driver’s license, Light travel will 
be required. Send Resume and 
cover letter to Michael Mcgovern 
at 719 Bald Hill Rd, Warwick, RI, 
02886.

Help Wanted Help Wanted Help Wanted

Help Wanted

Help Wanted

Black car service looking for 
Chauffeur/Driver.  Must have 
clean BCI, Driving record & blue 
card. Email contact info to lmar-
ro@live.com. Part-time available.

Save Time.
Save Money.

RING
RHODE ISLAND NEWSPAPER GROUP

CLASSIFIED
ADVERTISING

Statewide
Coverage

Help Wanted
Real Estate

Autos
Items For Sale

Call 732-3100

HIRING • SELLING • BUYING

Get the word out...
Advertise Your
Yard
Sale

Call
732-3100

(Yard Sale Ads Must Be Pre-Paid)
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Electrical

Home Improvements

Valco Electric
Residential Specialist
Electrical Upgrades

Trouble Shooting & Repairs
Prompt & Courteous Service

401-921-3143
Lic. #A3990  AmEx/Disc/MC/Visa  Insured

Weatherproof
Home Improvement

Interior/Exterior Painting
Roofing • Siding • Gutters • Decks

Dennis
732-9218   Reg. #31803

John’s Construction 
Handyman Services

Painting  ●   Windows
Carpentry  
942-1729

15% OFF next project with ad. 
Reg. #24655   ~     Insured

Handyman

Rubbish Removal

Spring Cleanups
House - Cellars - Yards 

Garages - Moving?
Anything hauled away, some for FREE!

30 yrs. - Reliable Service! 
741-2781 Lic. #37379 - Insured  

Plastering
Harold Greco Jr.

Plaster Perfection
ALL Small Repair Specialist
Emergency Water Damage Repairs
Historic Restorations

Painting
Senior, Veterans & Cash Discounts

Integrity & Passion
ALL MAINTENANCE

 Reg. #4114  ★     Member BBB  ★     Est. 1946

Call now! 738-0369 

Business services
 ads start at

$32/week
for 4 or more weeks in the

Johnston Sun Rise, Warwick Beacon 
& Cranston Herald 

(All 3 papers for one low price)

To place your ad, please call

732-3100
Deadline: Monday 10 AM

Painting

Oil Tank Removal

Why wait for your oil tank to leak?
Old oil tanks removed
Licensed RI Waste Transporter

Drum Disposal
Newton B. Washburn, LLC.
Insured ●  Reg. #27176 ●  #RI877

401-647-9606

Warwick 
Seamless Gutters

Gutter installation on 
new and existing homes
Cut and drop service available 

at your home or project
Leaf guards & gutter cleaning

Call Mike 
401-265-1570

Gutters

Steven G. Ruhle 
PaintinG

Interior & Exterior
Small Exteriors

Neat, Clean Workmanship
639-0967

Free Estimates
Reg. 12067 - Insured

EAST COAST 
WOOD FLOORS
Installed • Sand

 Finish • Refinish
Insured • Senior Discounts

Cell 265-3644
 Reg. #15124

Flooring

E.W. FLAGG
Plumbing & Heating

New & Old
Installations • Repairs

Water Heaters
Commercial & Residential

739-6155    MP #01896

DAVIDSON’S
PLUMBING & HEATING

Water Heaters
Free Estimates

Remodeling ❖ Repairs
New Construction

MP #1696 737-4679 MPF #6470

CEMENT
MASONRY WORK
Chimneys ❖ Floors ❖ Patios

Driveways ❖ Steps ❖ Walkways
Repairs ❖ Free Estimates  
Ron 397-1891
Cell 639-2942
Reg. #6326  Licensed & Bonded   

Masonry

Plumbing & Heating

t & t Painting
25 years in Business

Interior and Exterior Painting

Power Washing
Deck Refinishing
Carpentry Repairs
Reasonable Rates
Free Estimates

Neat. Clean. Organized
Insured  - Reg. #3469

401-944-0336

Reilly Fence Inc.
Professional installations of
Vinyl •  Wood •  Aluminum 

Chainlink  Fences
Insured -  Free Estimates

Call & book an appt. today!
228-3647 Reg. #40392   

Fencing

Power Washing

Coast to Coast
Power Washing
Everything Residential
When Quality/Service

Matters, call Ken,
401-413-0547

Satisfaction Guarenteed!
Save 20% off this month!

RI Reg. #GC47967

Liberty Junk 
Removal, Inc. 

We remove all content from cellars.
One room or entire house.

We remove sheds and hot-tubs. 
15 years of reliable service.

Reg. #2983 & Insured

401-286-0505

Landscaping

BuSineSS
ServiceS

DEADlInE:
 Monday 10 AM

BuSineSS 
ServiceS

DECKS/SHEDS
Power-Washing

Restaining • Refinishing
Carpentry Repairs

Free Written Estimates
Insured – Reg. #3469

401-944-0336

Deck & Shed
Maintenance

CONFREDA FARMS
Fertile Farm Loam

Screened to ½ inch
Mulch • 50/50 Mix

Raw Compost 
Processed Gravel

737-7662 • 827-5000

Landscape Materials

C & J Painting
Interior/Exterior
Powerwashing

Free Estimates
Jason     ●      Craig

378-8525  ●  743-2554
Reg. #22833                 Insured              

Painting

Heating & Cooling

TeCH SuppoRT
Residential Forced Hot Air 
and Cooling Troubleshoot 

and Repairs
PM Schedules

FaceTime or Phone Calls, 
Help Offer Tech Aid

617-590-3683

RC Landscaping
Spring Cleanups

Lawn Maintenance
Reasonable Rates

Free Estimates
Call Ray 644-9239

Ryan’s landscape
Construction

Maintenance
SPRING CLEANuP

Trees and Shrubs Planted 
401-738-5139

Norwood
Lawn Care & 
LandsCaping
Weekly cutting and trimming.  
Mulch and bushes trimmed.

Call George 
401-738-2152

R2D2 to visit

Science fiction fans in 
particular will find much 
to enjoy, with Star Wars 
and Star Trek being well-
represented in the sched-
uled list of activities.  This 
will even include a mili-
tary delegation straight 
from a ‘galaxy far, far 
away.’ 

“We’ll be expecting a 
visit from the 501st Storm-
trooper Legion in the early 
afternoon,” Paul said with 
a smile.  “They’re a regi-
ment of cosplayers that 
perform as Star Wars vil-
lains for charitable events.  
Then later in the day, we’ll 
hear from Joe Francazio 
of New England Droid 
Builders.  He’ll be bring-
ing along a fully-function-
al R2D2 and explaining 
how he constructed it.”

Regular patrons will 
not be surprised to learn 
that library director Aaron 
Coutu will be organizing 
the Star Trek portion of 
the event.

“I’ll be in costume as a 
Starfleet captain,” Coutu 
said.  “We’ll have Star 
Trek: Prodigy playing in 
the background, and I’ll 
put some of the more in-
teresting items from the 
memorabilia collection in 
my office out on display.”

According to Coutu, 
events like this can have 

an important community-
building effect.  “A lot of 
fans of these franchises 
might not have other 
friends with the same in-
terests,” he said.  “They 
might be the only comic 
book collector or Trek-
kie or Harry Potter fan in 
their family.  A gathering 
like this gives them an op-
portunity to meet other 
people who share their 
passion, as well as intro-
ducing them to new sto-
ries and characters they 
might not know yet.”

Comic culture has slow-
ly started to become more 
mainstream, said Coutu, 
with Marvel movies and 
television programs like 
The Big Bang Theory lead-
ing to widespread popu-
larity for media previous-
ly stigmatized as “nerdy.”

“Events like this are 
meant to remind kids that 
it’s cool to be a geek about 
something,” he said.  
“People should be proud 
of the things they care 
about.  And you get a free 
comic book for coming, so 
it’s a good way to promote 
reading.”

Free comic books

The comics are at the 
heart of the celebra-
tion, and the library’s 
large meeting room will 
transform into a bazaar 
of comic book swap-
ping.  “Everyone who 
attends will receive one 
free comic book of their 

choice,” said Paul, noting 
that this year’s choices in-
cluded popular characters 
like Batman and Doctor 
Strange, as well as options 
for younger readers like 
Mickey Mouse and Fro-
zen.

“In addition to the free 
book, we’ll also have a 
table set up where people 
can trade comics,” she 
continued.  “We just want 
to get everyone reading.  
Some people might look 
down on comics because 
they’re not ‘real’ books, 
but I think that anytime 
we can get children and 
teens excited to read, it’s 
a win.”

The event will stretch 
from 10:00 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
giving participants plenty 
of time to complete the as-
sociated scavenger hunt.

  “Contestants will have 
to search the library for 
items from all of the differ-
ent franchises on display,” 
said Paul, noting that the 
list includes artifacts like 
Darth Vader’s mask, Har-
ry Potter’s broomstick, 
and the iconic scarf worn 
by the Fourth Doctor of 
Doctor Who.  “Everyone 
who completes the scav-
enger hunt will receive a 
goody bag filled with fun 
prizes,” she added.

 Warwick Fan Fest is 
free and open to all ages.  
Additional details may 
be found on the library’s 
website, and photos of 
noteworthy costumes will 
appear in our next edition.

■ Fest
(Continued from page 17)

RIPO presents one of classical music’s 
most powerful works – Verdi’s Requiem 
on May 5 & 6, 2023.  Conducted by In-
terim Principal Conductor Tania Miller, 
the performance features the Providence 
Singers (Christine Noel, Artistic Director), 
Laquita Mitchell (soprano), Susan Platts 
(mezzo-soprano), David Pomeroy (tenor) 
and Kevin Deas (bass).

Verdi's Requiem is a powerful choral 
work, composed by the Italian composer 
Giuseppe Verdi in 1874, as a musical set-
ting of the Catholic Mass for the Dead. 
Combining the styles of ecclesiastic mu-
sic and 19th century Italian opera, it is a 
massive and dramatic piece that requires 
a large orchestra, four soloists, and a choir, 
making it one of the most demanding 
and grandiose choral works ever written. 
RIPO will be performing it for the first 
time in it’s 78-year history.  

Requiem is a work of great emotional 
depth and intensity, reflecting the com-
poser's own grief and despair at the loss 
of the influential Italian writer, Alessan-
dro Manzoni. It remains one of the most 
performed and beloved choral works to 
this day, and it is considered one of the 
greatest musical achievements of the 19th 
century.

In a 1986 review of the piece, The New 
York Times said, “Verdi's Requiem occu-
pies common ground and speaks a com-
mon tongue with concert music, church 
music and opera…[an] unduplicable 
masterwork in a genre of one…it can stir 
the blood and grip the imagination like no 

other work in the concert repertory.”
“To perform Verdi’s Requiem is one of 

the most thrilling of experiences,” says 
conductor Tania Miller. “Few pieces in the 
repertoire offer the drama of opera and 
the thrill of wonderful symphonic writ-
ing combined with stellar, virtuosic solo 
moments. Verdi's Requiem does all that 
and more, operating on scales both inti-
mate and grand simultaneously. That is 
the brilliant, theatrical magic of Verdi. As 
Brahms himself said, it ‘could only have 
been done by a genius.’”

Tickets start at $15. For tickets and more 
information visit tickets.riphil.org/

Rhode Island 
Philharmonic Orchestra 
presents Verdi’s Requiem

Tania Miller

www.johnstonsunrise.net
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TREASURESRhodyRhodyRhody
A N T I Q U E S  •  C O L L E C T I B L E S  •  C O N S I G N M E N T S  •  E S TAT E S  •  V I N TA G E 

Identifying 
Stolen Guns
with the FBI

HIGHEST CASH PAYMENT FOR YOUR
Gold, Diamonds, Coins,

 Jewelry and Other Valuables.
Old Costume Jewelry Accumulations

We make house calls during the pandemic 
Military Items, 

Musical Instruments, 
Oil Paintings, 

Collectibles, Anything Unusual.

Aable Jewelers 
and Antique Center

OPEN: 
Mon.-Sat. 

11AM-5PM

1615 Warwick Avenue • Warwick
At Hoxsie 4 Corners (Gateway Shopping Center)

738-6099
R.I. Lic. 
#90304

OUR

.
i

SAFE ONE-TO-ONE BUYING AT OUR CONVENIENT LOCATION
50 Years in Business. Established 1970 • Licensed and Bonded

GOLD AND DIAMONDS • SAXOPHONES
NESTING BOWLS-CLEAR & COLORED—HIGH PRICES! 

• Second Hand Merchandise
• Household Accessories
• Antiques
• Furniture
• All Occasion  Greeting Cards
 and much more

59 Putnam Pike (Rte. 44), Johnston, RI 02919
401-525-4616

YANKEE
TREASURE CHEST

Last month you may remember a story hit the news about an 
individual who stole a large group of antique arms from museums 
and historical societies during the late 1960s and early 1970s. He 
had taken at least fi fty pieces from a variety of sites spanning from 
New England to Alabama!

Four years ago, I was contacted by a police offi cer in Pennsylva-
nia about a musket he wanted to know more about. He had found 
me through the Museum of the American Revolution (MoAR) in 
Philadelphia, and they told the offi cer to contact me. The gun was 
marked “J:BARRETT” and was assembled by a Concord, Mas-
sachusetts maker I was researching. I almost freaked out when I 
saw the musket as there was only one other known in existence. 
I wrote up all the information I knew on the gun and sent it to 
the offi cer. They said the gun had been stolen and was a part of 
an investigation, but nothing else. A year later, I drove down to 
Valley Forge, Pennsylvania and studied it more closely. I hoped 
to write an article about the musket but had to wait until the case 

was closed.
Fast forward to this past February. I received a call from the 

police to say the case was over, and that they discovered the thief 
had stolen fi fty antique arms over the years! He invited me to 
come to the Museum of the American Revolution for a repatria-
tion ceremony, where all the stolen goods would be returned to 
their rightful owners. I quickly said “Yes!” and decided to drive 
down to Philadelphia. I was also asked if I would give a few short 
words about the musket.

The FBI Art Crime Team had also been involved with the in-
vestigation, and they ran the ceremony. I arrived at a room packed 
with police, FBI, district attorneys, press, museum curators, and 
MoAR staff. All the stolen objects were laid out on tables so you 
could walk around and see all the guns, powder horns, and other 
items of historical military signifi cance. I was obviously quite ex-
cited about the gun I was talking about, but there were some other 

very cool objects too. These included a Colt Model 1847 Walker 
revolver with Texas markings (which had been stolen from the 
Connecticut State Library and is a super rare gun), and a Model 
1842 pistol made by Springfi eld Armory (to be sent to the contrac-
tors when they were producing the pistol, and very few were ever 
produced).

Each museum was asked to speak, and I got up to say a few 
words about the Barrett gun and how excited I was for it to be 
found and help us understand the arms that were being assembled 
in 1775. After the ceremony, I had a wonderful tour around the 
museum and looked at some cool things in their collections stor-
age before heading to a local pub for a few celebratory beers with 
friends.

For me, it was really cool to be a very small part of this and to 
be able to study this wonderful historic musket from the start of 
the American Revolution!

By Joel Bohy
Historic Arms & Militaria 

Bruneau & Co. Auctioneers
Cranston, RI

NEW YORK GOLD EXCHANGE
CASH FOR YOU!

COURTEOUS • CONFIDENTIAL • PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 
We Pay New York Refi nery Prices for

• Gold • Diamonds
• Silver • Silverware
• Coins • Bullion

Expert Jewelry  Repair

1047 Mineral Spring Ave.,North Providence
401-205-1638      NEWYORKGOLDXCHANGE.COM

FREE $10 GAS CARD WITH ANY PRECIOUS METAL TRANSACTION!
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ANIMAL   TALK
By Karen Kalunian

Local�Adoptable�Loveable

If you have been thinking 
of adopting or know of 

an animal in need, please 
email Karen directly at 

animaltalk1920@gmail.comanimaltalk1920@gmail.com

It’s all about her eyes, they are the window to her 
sweet soul! Meet Bella, she’s a year old brindle 
beauty! Bella is smart, playful, loving and ready 
for a family of her very own! If you’ve been look-
ing to add some love to your into your heart and 
home be sure to go visit Bella at the Warwick 
Animal Shelter. Please call 401-468-4377 for 
more information about how you can meet her! 
Whoever adopts Bella will make her so happy, 
she’s just a great all around girl!

Bella
Photo credit: Karen Kalunian

Theatre Review 
by Don Fowler

I have seen many end-of-the 
world dramas over the years, but 
none quite as personal and unset-
tling as Lucy Kirkwood’s “The 
Children”, given a powerful perfor-
mance by three masterful actors.

A local nuclear accident has 
brought chaos and uncertainty to 
this small coastal English communi-
ty, causing Hazel and Robin to leave 
their farm and settle into a small 
cottage, where they live simply with 
their Geiger counter, rationing wa-
ter and electricity.

They receive an unexpected visit 
from Rose, a former friend and 
colleague, who left the village for 
America 38 years ago.

The three have some history, hav-
ing worked together at the nuclear 
power plant and formed a close 
friendship. And by the way, Robin 
had a sexual relationship with Rose.

Why has Rose returned after all 
these years?

Rose (Trinity’s Phyllis Kay) and 

Hazel (Gamm’s Candice Brown) 
have a lot of catching up to do before 
Robin (Veteran RI actor and Kay’s 
husband) shows up and things start 
to unravel.

Kirkwood’s dialogue, while a bit 
overdone, sets the tone for bigger 
issues. While much of the conversa-
tion centers around Hazel and Rob-
in’s children and Rose’s lack of chil-
dren, we soon realize that there are 
bigger hidden agendas to deal with.

I found the play a bit too discon-
certing, with Kirkwood throwing 
her dark humor into the disturbing 
dialogue.

Three quarters of the one-act, 
hour and a half play go by before 
we learn the real reason for Rose’s 
return, causing a disruption of Ha-
zel and Robin’s simple and orderly 
lifestyle.

Set in a comfortable cottage, with 
the real world is crumbling around 
them, gloom and doom lurk just 
outside the doors. Who is responsi-
ble for the environmental disaster?

We soon realize that this play 
is about much more than a long 

overdue reunion, and rekindling 
of some good and some unpleasant 
memories.

Any semblance of normalcy has 
been compromised outside the cab-
in. 

Can the lives of the three indi-
viduals be redeemed? Can they deal 
with their own guilt and regrets?

Is there any hope for the children?
Kirkwood offers no easy answers.
Steve Kidd, in his first directorial 

role, does a fine job in keeping the 
issues and characters on a straight 
and narrow path.

Fortunately, he has three of Rhode 
Island’s best to work with. Their 
timing is perfect. The English ac-
cents are convincingly legible. Their 
characters are sharply defined.

While not my favorite play, 
watching these three actors perform 
is well worth the price of admission.

“The Children” is at Warwick’s 
Gamm Theater through May 14. 
Go to Gammtheatre.org for reserva-
tions. 

Gamm presents unsettling 
drama, “The Children”

Richard Donelly as Robin with Phyllis Kay as Rose in “The Children” at Gamm Theatre. (Photos by Cat Laine)

WARWICK SHOWCASE

BIG GEORGE FOREMAN 
* * * 

(Boxing Champ Biopic)

Subtitled “The Miraculous Story of the Once and Fu-
ture Heavyweight Champion of the World” this boxing 
biopic tells the fascinating story of George Foreman, who 
many younger folks know only that they eat hamburgers 
off his grill.

Foreman had a tough life, growing up poor getting in 
trouble, and laughed at for his large size.

He joined the Job Core, where he didn’t fit in until the 
director (Forest Whitaker) interested him in learning the 
art of boxing.

George released much of his rage in the boxing ring 
and made good use of his tremendous power. 

One short year later he won the gold medal at the 
Olympics and went on to earn a 40-0 record until Mu-
hammad Ali beat him.

When George had a near-death experience in the ring, 
he suddenly found Jesus, quit boxing, and became a 
preacher.

He married, had kids, divorced, remarried, started his 

own church and community center, had more kids (Six 
boys named George  1 through  60, lost all his money 
through his managers poor investments, and decided to 
recoup his losses by going back in the ring seven years 
later.

Completely out of shape and way overweight, Fore-
man had his “miraculous comeback and was the only 
boxer ever to become heavyweight champion twice.

Credits at the end tell us where he is and what he is 
doing today.

We’ve seen lots of boxing movies over the years, and 
this one follows a familiar pattern at times. The differ-
ence is the man himself and the changes in his life that 
lead to his redemption.

For some of us it will bring back memories of the ‘70’s 
and ‘80’s. For others, it will introduce them to one of the 
greatest boxers of all times.

NETFLIX

BETTER CALL SAUL 
* * * * *

The sixth and final season of this series, which itself 
was a spinoff of Breaking Bad, provides hours of enter-
tainment as we follow Jimmy and Kim on a number of 
escapades and cons.

Guest stars Carol Burnett and Bryan Cranston are ter-
rific, as are many of the returning characters.

The screen jumps from black and white to color and 
past, present and future, as many of the dots are con-
nected, but some issues are left unanswered.

Will there be another spinoff?

with 

Joyce & Don

Fowler

Movies

See it at the 
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SPECIAL OFFER $50 OFF
Call today! USE CODE MBSP50

A Better Way 
to Hear TV®

Voice Clarifying Wireless 
TV Speaker™

Works better than a Soundbar!

$50 OFF

888-725-1026

Traditional soundbars send the television audio across the room which 
requires more volume resulting in more noise and dialog distortion. For those 
struggling to hear television dialog, the TV Ears Wireless TV Speaker can be 
placed anywhere making it easier to hear with less volume. A much better 
way to hear television.

FREEDOM.
TO BE YOU.
If you think oxygen therapy means 
slowing down, it’s time for a welcome 
breath of fresh air.

MKT-P0240

Call 1-833-464-0874
for a free consultation.

Maternal Health—Post-Baby Care
Having a baby is a monumental moment in 

someone’s life, but sometimes it may feel that 
the focus is on the pregnancy or baby, not on 
the person growing and delivering the baby! 

Why is that the case? One reason is that, his-
torically, insurance companies covered preg-
nancy-related care at a single visit 6 weeks 
postpartum. Another reason is that, to provide 
evidence-based perinatal care, up to 15 pre-
natal visits and only one postpartum visit are 
recommended. 

Fortunately, things are changing. In many 
states including Rhode Island, Massachusetts, 
and Connecticut, pregnancy-related federal 
health insurance (Medicaid) now extends to 
one year postpartum, giving access to free, 
preventive care visits with primary care pro-
viders for a year after their baby is born. In ad-
dition, prenatal care providers are re-centering 
our care around the realization that the post-
partum period can be the most diffi cult time 
of the pregnancy/birth experience for many of 
our patients. 

How are we doing this locally? Women 
& Infants has designed programs that make 
things easier for our postpartum patients. For 
example, all patients who have high blood 
pressure can now participate in a new pro-
gram that allows them to take their postpartum 
blood pressure from the comfort of their own 
home, instead of bringing their two-day-old 
babies to their prenatal care provider’s offi ce 
to get their blood pressure done in the clinic. 
In addition, for over a year, we have offered 
patients with gestational diabetes the ability to 
receive their recommended follow-up diabetes 
screening on the postpartum unit (without im-
peding their meal delivery) instead of coming 
to the laboratory fasting six weeks after their 
baby is born. Lastly, Women and Infants have 
the Warm Line, a free program for everyone 
who delivered with us—call 1-800-711-7011 
for advice about your infant, breastfeeding, or 
postpartum issues, and a trained, professional 
nurse will answer your questions. We also are 
scheduling more postpartum visits for many of 
our patients—while some have the traditional 
single visit, others have three or more visits. 

Changes, like we are making at Women & 

Infants, are extremely important. So many 
things can happen in the fi rst year after deliv-
ery—about 1 in 6 people are diagnosed with 
postpartum depression or postpartum anxiety, 
and about the same proportion of people di-
agnosed with high blood pressure or diabetes 
during pregnancy will still have these condi-
tions a year after their babies are born. Learn-
ing about how common these complications 
can be and what resources your prenatal care 
or primary care provider has to support you 
may be just what you need to thrive after your 
baby was born.

This Mother’s Day, take the opportunity to 
think about the last time you went to your pri-
mary care provider’s offi ce to receive preven-
tive screening. If you have not been recently, 
make an appointment! Anyone who has an in-
fant younger than one year can make use of 
this visit—which is usually free!—to make 
sure they are up to date with their preventive 
care. If you had diabetes or high blood pres-
sure during pregnancy—even if this pregnancy 
was 20 years ago—please see a primary care 
providers every few years to be screened for 
diabetes and high blood pressure. 

If you are one of the many people having a 
hard time after your baby is born, know you 
are not alone. Call the Warm Line for help or 
speak to your healthcare provider to help de-
termine what support you need. And regardless 
of whether you fi nd the postpartum period easy 
or challenging, take advantage of your health 
insurance to see a primary care provider!

Staying Healthy
by 

ADAM K. LEWKOWITZ,
MD, MPHS

Associate Program Director, 
MFM Fellowship, 

Women & Infants Hospital 
of Rhode Island

Call today to reserve 
your advertising space 
for our monthly section

Rhody
Health

Running in the 
Warwick Beacon, 
Cranston Herald, 

Johnston Sun Rise & 
The Reminder.

With a total circulation 
of  over 35,000 in the 
West Bay, it’s a great 
place to advertise.

732-3100
or

821-2216
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Call our friendly and knowledgeable staff 
for a private assessment of your hearing.

999 S Broadway, 3rd Floor 
East Providence, RI 02914 

401-431-5100

215 Tollgate Road, Suite 302 
Warwick, RI 02886 
401-738-9953

Diagnosis anD treatment of 
spine & musculoskeletal DisorDers

Espanol, Portuguese and Italiano spoken
1528 Cranston Street – Knightsville – Cranston, RI  02920

Tel: (401) 942-1633    Fax: (401) 942-1671

SpineTech
 Dr. Robert A. L’Europa, DC, PT              Lic # : DC 288  PT 533 

Chiropractic Medicine • Physical Therapy & Aquatic/Swimex Rehabilitation
On-site Digital X-ray | Massage Therapy

CONCENTRATING IN 
HEADACHE – NECK PAIN – BACK PAIN

Ortho Rhode Island’s foot and ankle specialists provide 
orthopedic and podiatric care that’s individualized for 

your unique symptoms and lifestyle, offering 
state-of-the-art treatments that include:

Prescription custom orthotics
Minimally invasive bunion surgery

Minimally invasive flatfoot reconstruction
Nano-operative arthroscopy

Total ankle replacement
Platelet-rich plasma injections with Ortho RI Biologics

3D-printed orthopedic implants

401.777.7000   |   orthopedicsri.com/foot-ankle

Foot & Ankle 
Care at Ortho 
Rhode Island 

PUT 
SPRING 

BACK 
IN 

YOUR 
STEP.

The change of seasons isn’t just a breath of fresh air – 
it’s also an opportunity to get on your feet and get active. 
Whether your goal this spring is to climb stairs, get back 
on the golf course, or go for a stroll on the beach, Ortho 
Rhode Island’s foot and ankle care is here to help you 
overcome painful conditions, restore your mobility, and 
return to the activities you love. 

Our team of foot and ankle experts offers innovative 
orthopedic and podiatric care for diagnosing, treating, 
and preventing acute and chronic conditions affecting the 
feet and ankles. Some common conditions include arthri-
tis, plantar fasciitis, deformities, diabetic foot, Achilles 
tendon injuries, and sprains, strains, and fractures of the 
foot and ankle.

Ortho Rhode Island’s state-of-the-art treatment offers 
non-surgical options like physical therapy, immobiliza-
tion, prescription custom orthotics, and biologic thera-
pies like platelet-rich plasma with Ortho RI Biologics. If 
a surgical approach is the right course of treatment for 
you, our highly trained surgeons provide operative care 
like minimally invasive bunion surgery, minimally inva-
sive flatfoot reconstruction, total ankle replacement, min-
imally invasive surgery, and nano-operative arthroscopy.

The foot and ankle physicians at Ortho Rhode Island 
also work closely with our physical therapy providers, 
coordinating care to provide a seamless experience 

centered on an individualized care plan that’s tailored to 
your condition, symptoms, and goals. By delivering this 

end-to-end care under one roof and using the latest in 
orthopedic technology, we ensure you receive the highest 
quality care from diagnosis through rehabilitation.

Learn how you can take the first step this spring in 
overcoming your foot or ankle pain by scheduling an 
appointment with Ortho Rhode Island at 401.777.7000, 
or visiting orthopedicsri.com/foot-ankle.

Get moving again 
this spring with innovative 
foot and ankle care
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DID YOU KNOW
The right time to exercise is a 
different time of day for every-
one. But there is good reason to 
consider moving your workout to 
the morning. The health experts at 
Healthline say that morning work-
outs are less vulnerable to dis-
tractions as phone calls and texts 
will typically take place later in 
the day. Piedmont Medical group 
says there are mental health ben-
efi ts of exercise, including the 
secretion of neurotransmitters 
that promote mental clarity and 
improve attention span. Working 
out fi rst thing in the morning can 
help you focus and take charge 
at work or in school soon after. 
Since exercise can boost me-
tabolism, it starts the day out on 
a good foot, and may help you 
make healthier decisions through-
out the day, including choosing 
more nutritious foods. Healthline 
also says that cortisol is a hor-
mone that keeps you awake and 
alert. Cortisol increases in the 
morning, peaking around 8 a.m. 
Working out around this time may 
make workouts more effi cient and 
effective.  TF227074
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PROUDLY SERVING THE COMMUNITY SINCE 1970

Vincent S. Podmaska
Agent, Vincent S. Podmaska Insurance Agency

vinny@grahaminsuranceinc.com

1465 Atwood Avenue • Johnston, RI 02919
Tel: 401-273-8700 • Fax: 401-273-0477

PROPANE FILLING STATION

904 Manton Ave. • Providence (IN FRONT OF STOP & SHOP)
Phil.Johnston32@gmail.com  •  www.jfcpropane.com

621-8129 Call Phil
• Open 7 days a week
• Open all year
• English & Spanish

ALL
PROPANE

TANKS
FILLED
HERE

Be Safe –GRILL!

Place Your Ad Today
Reach LOCAL

Customers!
ONLY 

$1650
 PER WEEK

(10-week commitment)

3.42”x2” ad • FREE COLOR WHEN AVAILABLE

SCAN NOW 
FOR AN 
INSTANT 
QUOTE

SOFT WASHING SERVICES
HOUSE WASH - ROOF WASH - DECK WASH - PATIO WASH - FENCE WASH

Licensed & Insured • Gift Certifi cates Available

ADDITIONAL CLEANING SERVICES
• Solar Panels • Gutters •

FREE ESTIMATES
401-595-0726

www.PowerWashJM.com

401-623-6106
bmlandscapingcoinc@verizon.net

Family Owned & Operated Since 2001 • Fully Licensed & Insured

Spring Cleanups • Lawn Mowing
Landscape Design • Shrub Trimming

Seed & Sod Installations • Mulch Installations
Fall Leaf Cleanups • Snow Plowing Services

New Landscape Installations

Aluminum & Vinyl Products
Sales • Installation • Repairs • Replacements

• Replacement Windows & Doors
• Storm Windows & Doors
• Custom Screens
• Screen Enclosures - Patio Covers
• Retractable Awnings

401-490-5333
John L. DiPanni Inc.  Cell 401-556-6253

3 Southern View Drive, Narragansett, RI 02882  fax: 401-782-8213
www.johndipanni.com

Insured:
Reg RI 5368

• Asphalt Shingles
• Rubber & TPO
• Standing Seam Metal
• Metal Shingles

“Hire the BEST, because you live under that roof!”

Since 1950

401-789-4500 • TOLL FREE 866-906-ROOF (7663)
www.johntherooferco.com

RI-HIC #258 • RI-COMM #44r • MA-HIC #MA11318 • MA-CSL #97139

JO

HN THE ROOFER CO.

Daycare
Grooming
Training

Self Wash/Dog Wash

401.423.4915
1309 Plainfi eld St., Johnston, RI
caninecountryclubri@gmail.com
www.caninecountryclubri.com

Download
Our App

�

Junk Removal • Construction Demolition
RESIDENTIAL/COMMERCIAL

URBAN DISPOSAL

401-298-3588
Call for Dumpster Sizing and Availability

Concrete repair Specialists

401 516-3641
www.DivConServices.com

Quality Work - Reasonably Priced
Licensed and Insured

Reg. #9386       

• Steps • Walks 
• Patios • Walls
• Foundation Repairs
• Bulkhead Repairs 
  & Replacement
• Egress Windows

Denise’s
Cleaning Service

Specializing in 
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL CLEANING
Providing a  Professional & Personalized 

Cleaning Service

WEEKLY | BI-WEEKLY MONTHLY

401.428.8164
Free Quote

Full Car 
Detail 

$150
Full SUV 
Detail 

$200

DETAILS MATTER
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR CAR DETAILING

Mobile Services Available

Call Lanse 401-855-8088
DetailsMatterMost@gmail.com
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