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ONCE, TWICE AND AGAIN AND AGAIN: There was
no mistaking who the Pena family was cheering for Tues-
day at Toll Gate graduation ceremonies — Sophia. Pic-
tured with the graduate is her sister, Chloe; father, Mark;
mother, Traci and “Nana”, Chris.

Toll Gate grads bask in
accomplishments at
Warwick Neck ceremony
By DANA RICHIE

The Toll Gate Symphonic Orchestra played and family
members cheered as women in red robes and men in blue
robes proceeded into the crowded grassy area.

On the sunny Tuesday evening of June 13, 267 seniors
graduated from Toll Gate High School at the Aldrich Man-
sion, crossing the stage with a scenic view of Narragansett
Bay as a backdrop. A couple of spectator boats anchored off
shore. The graduates sat in rows of chairs facing a stage
with giant screens on either side giving the audience up
close views of the proceedings as well as overheads from a
drone above. From their lawn chairs, blankets or simply
sitting on the ground, onlookers screamed their loved
ones’ names, applauded and occasionally blew air horns.
This was the big moment and the morning rain had given
way to bright sun and a cool southwest breeze.

The ceremony included speeches from students, admin-
istrators and city stakeholders including Mayor Frank Pi-
cozzi, Superintendent Lynn Dambruch and School Com-
mittee Chairman David Testa, all celebrating the accom-
plishments of the graduating seniors.

Picozzi praised the graduating class for making it to the
“finish line of childhood,” sharing that this occasion was
special enough for him to wear a tie, something he said he
rarely does. He acknowledged that some members of the
class are destined to leave Warwick, so he reminded them
that this “will always be your home.”

The valedictorian, Svetlana Steponova is a National
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Gaspee in his blood

Committee president completes 2-year term

By DANA RICHIE
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Saturday.

Amidst a fanfare of fife and drums, Gaspee Days Committee Presi-
dent Steve Miller, dressed in colonial garb, waved to parade spectators
from the back of a convertible while sitting next to his wife, Tracey

Miller recalled the first years of the Gaspee Day parade going by his
childhood home. Between the ages of four and ten, he watched with
excitement. Now, he’s closing out his second year as President and
thirteenth year as a member of the Gaspee Days Committee.

“It was always a big event,” he said. “My parents always had a big
party afterwards, so I was always interested in Gaspee Days in general
for the festivities that went along with it.”

Steve, who has worked at Citizens Bank for 30 years, grew up in
Warwick, attended Bishop Hendricken High School alongside his two
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Patriots cross stage, open a new life chapter

By DANA RICHIE

Two hundred and fifty-four seniors
wearing black and white graduation
caps, gowns and grins of accomplish-
ment filed to seats overlooking the
bay Wednesday morning. Family
members, friends and loved ones
pushed against plastic green snow
fencing to get a glimpse of their grad-
uate in the Pilgrim High School Class
of 2023.

As she waited for the ceremony to
begin Rowen Klyberg 23 said that
high school at Pilgrim was a “crazy
ride.” Christian LaPorte '23, who
walked behind her, added that he was
“proud and excited” to be part of the
Class of 2023.

Each graduating senior crossed the
stage, received their diploma and of-
ficially ended a chapter of their life.
The Pilgrim High School Concert
Band and Senior Chorus harmoni-
ously serenaded the class with the
Alma Mater, signifying their emerg-
ing status as alumni.

Mayor Frank Picozzi, Superinten-
dent Lynn Dambruch, Assistant Su-
perintendent William McCaffrey,
School Committee Members, central
administration members and teachers
participated in the festivities. In their
remarks, many urged the students to
appreciate all who have given to them
and to believe they will continue to
accomplish great things in the future.

Griffin Taylor, valedictorian, was

described by social studies teacher
Michael Costello as a “once in a career
kind of student.” Taylor, senior class
president, lacrosse, basketball and
squash player, robotics team member,
Best Buddies member and app de-
signer, will be attending Brown Uni-
versity in the fall to pursue Applied
Mathematics and Computer Science.

Taylor praised his peers for being
the “most motivated and driven”
class amidst the obstacles presented
by the Covid 19 pandemic. He said
that for most of them, their senior
year was the first year of in person
high school.

“Time and time again, our class has
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Hendricken Class of 2023 looks forward to future

By DANIEL HOLMES

Bishop Hendricken High School
hosted its 62nd Commencement Exer-
cises on Monday, June 12, with the 143
members of the Class of 2023 being
encouraged to face an unpredictable
future with integrity and the desire to
create change.

The ceremony was conducted in the
Cathedral of SS Peter and Paul, close
by the tomb of the school’s clerical
namesake; in a longstanding tradition,
the tomb of Bishop Thomas F Hen-

dricken was adorned with flowers at
the beginning of the graduation.

The outgoing Hawks were ad-
dressed by several alumni and class-
mates, with keynote speaker Col.
Lawrence Gallogly reminding them
that life is full of unexpected turns:
“believe me,” said Gallogly, “in 1975,
there wasn’t anyone at Hendricken
who thought a graduate named Bob
Marciano would ever become presi-
dent of the school.”

After a laugh from all present (in-
cluding Fr. “Bob”), Gallogly went on

to clarify that few members of his own
Class of 1977 would have expected the
course that his own career in the Air
Force and defense research ended up
taking.

“Life is never a straight line,” he
said. “But the greatest lesson I learned
in my flying career is that you can't
worry about the runway behind you.
Focus on the runway in front of you.
That’s where all the opportunity lies.”

This is a lesson which the past four
years have already done much to in-
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Revaluation won't impact tax exemptions

By JOHN HOWELL

Depending on how you look at it,
there’s some good news and some
bad news to report from the tax front.

The good news for those eligible for
tax exemptions is that the revaluation
has not impacted the dollar amount of
the exemption whether you are a se-
nior citizen, veteran, disabled, on the
circuit breaker or enlisted in a number
of other programs.

Of course, which is no news to
those who have followed City Coun-
cil approval of the mayor’s budget,

the bad news is that taxes are going
up. And while paying taxes is a pain,
as of Friday it appears the city is on
schedule to have the tax bills in the
mail by mid-June with the first quar-
terly payment due July 17.

Also, as of Friday the city closed the
period for property owners to appeal
valuations that were mailed out May
14. The valuations as of Dec. 31, 2022
reflected a 30 percent growth in resi-
dential values and an 11 percent
growth in commercial values.

City Tax Assessor Neal Dupuis said
Vision Government Solutions, the
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firm that conducted the revaluation,
heard a total of 1,100 resident and
commercial appeals. He noted that
shouldn’t be equated to the actual
number of property appeals since
some taxpayers own more than one
property. Letters in response to ap-
peals are expected to be in the mail
this month. If property owners re-
main unsatisfied with the findings,
they can appeal to the Board of Tax
Review, but in the meantime are ex-
pected to pay taxes based on the valu-
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WHAT HE LOVES: Gaspee Days president Steve Miller accompanied by his wife,

[ | GASPEE - PAGE 14 Tracey, waves to parade spectators Saturday. (Warwick Beacon photo)
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when I came back to high school coaching in the
21st century they inducted me again.”

- Former Pilgrim and Toll Gate tennis coach
Bob Coker, who is now 93. Coker is the subject of an
interview by John Gillooly on page 31.
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Brilliant Basement
Waterproofing, LLC

QOver 36 Years Combined Experience
Fully Transferable Written Lifetime
Guarantee’, Sump Pumps,
Pumps Eliminated in Most Homes
Crawl Spaces, Yard Drainage
*written details available upon request

HIC. 0653192 « RI Lic. #43473
CALLUS

401-541-5985 |

www.brilliantbasementwaterproofing.com

Your Future Begins Here!
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R&R ROOFING
401-823-1330
Roof Specials on Complete Jobs

All Work Guaranteed!

super Service Award Winner Richard Rossi, owner
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NOW ACCEPTING CREDIT CARDS www.randrroofingri.com
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Prime Rib served Thursday-Sunday
Many Seafood Selections
Wraps, Burgers, Club Sandwiches « Italian Dishes
f Wing Ding with choice of Sauces
Children’s Menu and More
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NEW ENGLAND WATER CONDITIONING

NOW HIRING

Full Time Service Technicians

for Water Filtration Systems, Well Pumps and Pressure Tanks.
Must have good Driving Record. Salary dependent on
experience. Will train. Paid Holidays, Blue Cross & Dental,
ample overtime available. Company contributes to IRA. Paid
Vacation after 1 year.

Contact Steve 401.392.0199 or
Email Resume to steveenewenglandwater.com

Fresh Pers,

lma’:mw
639-7214

Booking Spring Cleanups,

Brush Removal, Thatching,
Gutter Cleaning, Junk Removal & More!
NOW ACCEPTING NEW WEEKLY MAINTENANCE CUSTOMERS

twe

Micro & Miniature Parts Specialists

Fielding Manufacturing Inc.
780 Wellington Avenue
Cranston, R 02910

WE ARE GROWING & HIRING FOR THE FOLLOWING:
MACHINE PROCESS TECHS
GENERAL MACHINIST/TOOL MAKER
QA INSPECTOR

Call or send resume
401-461-0400 X232
accounting@fieldingmfg.com

$700,000 opens
classrooms to the outdoors

THE GREAT OUTDOORS: Mayor Frank Picozzi addresses Wyman School students Thursday. The school was the
site of an announcement that Warwick is the recipient of $700,000 of a RIDE $7.5 million Learning Inside Out Outdoor

Classroom program. (Warwick Beacon photos)

By DANA RICHIE

“This is untapped potential,” Gary McCoombs, princi-
pal of Hoxsie Elementary School said Friday as he ges-
tured to the wooded area that surrounds the school.

McCoombs and fifth-grade teacher Bill Potter ap-
proached the lush area, explaining their idea to put two
outdoor classrooms and a nature walk in the greenspace
behind the school.

one of seven Warwick elementary schools to receive
$100,000 grants for infrastructure and educational pro-
gramming to facilitate outdoor education. Other Warwick
schools awarded Learning Inside Out Outdoor Classroom
grants from the Rhode Island Department of Education are
Cedar Hill, Greenwood, Norwood, Oakland Beach, Rob-
ertson and Wyman. The $700,000 that was presented to
Warwick Public Schools is just a portion of the $7.5 million
that was awarded across the state.

Each school has its own plan to use the funds. Green-
wood will convert a courtyard into a garden space, Nor-
wood will build a sensory garden and walking path, Rob-
ertson will build a bug hotel and pine forest zone, Oakland
Beach will create outdoor classroom spaces, Cedar Hill
will build an amphitheater and Wyman will create three
outdoor spaces. According to a memo released by Super-
intendent Lynn Dambruch, all of these projects should be
completed by December 2023, and the district will help
each school maintain their outdoor spaces.

House Speaker K. Joseph Shekarchi, Mayor Frank Pi-
cozzi, Commissioner Angélica Infante-Green, Dambruch
and School Committee members joined parents, teachers
and students to announce the awards Thursday at Wyman
School. The awards are made possible with funds from
RIDE’s School Building Authority and the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service.

Shakarchi said that this award is “so important for War-
wick” and is a “testament to the dedication and hard work
of our teachers and staff.” Many stakeholders expressed
their excitement for the opportunity to expand educational
practices outside.

“This initiative will show
students that learning just
doesn’t happen within four
walls of a classroom,” Dam-
bruch said. “It will give
them the opportunity to ex-
perience learning in an out-
door environment and en-
courage children to explore,
wonder and experience in-
quiry-based learning.”

According to Infante-
Green, Rhode Island is #1 in
leading environmental edu-
cation and is the top state in
New England for Green
Ribbon learning. She views
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KENT OPHTHALMOLOGY, INC.

William E Varr, III, MD
Eye Physician and Surgeon ¢ Board Certified Ophthalmologist

'| FULL FAMILY EYE CARE

Providing Complete Routine,
Medical & Surgical Care

Guaranteed To See Dr. Varr
At Each Visit

Emergency Availability
24 Hrs./Day, 7 Days/Week

* ROUTINE EYE CARE TO INCLUDE:
Fitting and Dispensing of Contact Lenses

e ALL MEDICAL SERVICES TO INCLUDE:
Pediatric & Adult Eye Exams, Glaucoma, Diabetic,
Retinal Evaluations, Pink Eye, Foreign Body,
Corneal Abrasion, Computerized Visual Fields & OTC, Ecc.

* ALL SURGICAL SERVICES TO INCLUDE:
Cataract Surgery, Glaucoma Surgery, Laser Surgery, Etc.

e ON-SITE OPTICAL: Kent Optical - Ellen Scianna, RDO
¢ HOSPITAL AFFILIATIONS:
Kent County Memorial Hospital
220 Toll Gate Road, Warwick RI 02886
732-6640 * 739-6144

Accepting Most Insurances Including: VSP, EyeMed, Davis Vision & Spectera

With a Wave Low Interest Home Equity Loan you can

Consolidate Debt

this grant and the funded programs as an extension of the
state’s commitment to sustainability and outdoor educa-
tion.

Infante-Green also shared some of the proposed projects
from schools all over Rhode Island, including “food and
pollinator gardens, pathways, amphitheaters, pond up-
grades and outdoor classrooms for students to learn about
sustainability, irrigation, aquatics, farm to school initia-
tives, habitat restorations and much more.”

Each school is in the early phases of planning. Mc-
Coombs said Hoxsie will likely use the $100,000 to clear
the trail and outdoor space, buy 8 to 10 big tables and in-
stall security and safety technology, but it is still too early
to determine exactly how they will use the funds. He
hopes there will be ongoing conversations with the district
to discuss ways to keep the costs down.

Dr. Virginia Lund, a parent of a second-grader at
Wyman, helped to write the grant proposal on behalf of
the school because “this is an additional space of learning
and growing and being for our children.” Lund acknowl-
edged that many teachers were already “dedicated to go-
ing outside and finding creative ways to learn,” but she
believes that with the RIDE recognition and support, it
will be “easier and more accessible and more possible.”

She said that the school plans to use the awarded funds
to build a pollinator garden, restore the habitat with native
plants, construct some ‘hardscaping’ for a patio area as a
“space to gather” and clean up the trail to make a ‘story
walk” with posts of writing and images of books.

While writing the grant proposal, Lund visited class-

rooms to hear what students and teachers wanted. She
recalled one student approaching her and telling her that
he saw a blue jay on the windowsill, and she was inspired
by his “wild wonder and appreciation.” She hopes that the
outdoor additions will help more students experience that
oy.
] }’]’It matters to get ourselves into nature,” she added. “It
matters to spend time in the wonder and beauty that’s all
around us. It matters for our children to recognize the im-
pact that they have on our neighbors, animals and other-
wise, through their actions in the environment.”

Potter agrees. He shared when he taught elementary
school science he would “have the kids just sit, close their
eyes and just listen to all of the sounds that they don’t real-
ize were there.” He’s excited to have the opportunity to do
activities like that on a more regular basis with infrastruc-
ture to support it.

Deborah Faith, with Colliers Project Leaders, oversees a
lot of school construction in Rhode Island. She said that
they have built outdoor learning spaces for other school
districts and “knows that it’s a really great thing.”

Kerri Manson, PTA president of Wyman Elementary,
views this grant as a win for the whole community.

“It'll be something for the whole community to use, not
just Wyman students but the Gaspee community,” Man-
son said. “It’s just something for all of us to enjoy.”

Lund acknowledges that this is only the beginning.

“This is going to be a lot
of work going forward,”
Lund said. “I know that our
school community is ener-
gized and excited to do the
work to make these dreams
and these plans a reality.”
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For a third year since
being implemented, War-
wick will collect entrance
fees at Oakland, Conimi-
cut Point and City Park
beaches starting this Sat-
urday.

Beachgoers can pur-
chase a season pass or pay
at the time of each visit.
Season passes are accept-
ed at all three Warwick
beaches. For both options,
fees are doubled for non-
Warwick residents and
discounted for seniors,
veterans and disabled in-
dividuals. Resident sea-

son passes are $20 and

pay To THe Gasbee Days 5K Foot Race
ORDER OF

non residents $40. Passes
for senior/veteran and
disabled residents are $10
per car and twice that for
non residents.

Individual resident one-
day car passes are $5 and
$10 for nonresidents. One
day senior/veteran/ dis-
abled tickets for residents
are $3 and $6 for nonresi-
dents.

One day bus passes, as
assessed and authorized
by the Director of Parks
and Recreation, are as
much as $30.

Contrary to day passes,
season beach passes can-
not be bought upon beach
visits. The Warwick Public

Three Thousand Dollars

DATE _aune

P.J. Keating played a big role in this year's Gaspee Days 5K that helps provide funds for
the parade, the most costly event of the celebration. The company donated $3,000,
covering half the cost of painting the blue and red stripe of the parade route down Nar-
ragansett Parkway and into Pawtuxet Village. Keating also supplied water for the road
race. Pictured with Gaspee Days Committee president, left, is Carl Turgeon, the Crans-

Race Sponsorship

Library has been selling
season passes since May
15. Sales are available
there from 9:00 a.m. to
8:00 p.m. on Monday
through Wednesday and
from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
on Thursday through Sat-
urday. To purchase a
beach pass, residents are
asked to bring cash, a
check or a money order
made out to City of War-
wick, their car registration
or state issued ID as proof
of Warwick residency and
proof of age, veteran or
disability status if neces-
sary. The minimum age
for senior discount is 60
years old. Passes are only

Proud Sponsor of the 2023
Gaspee Days 5K Foot Race
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Digging in, helping out

ton quarry manager. (Warwick Beacon photo)

shopping deals,

In Print & Online

Catch up on sports,

restaurant reviews,
events, new businesses,
politics, job openings,
homes for sale, cars for
sale and more with
your local newspaper!

401.732.3100
www.warwickonline.com

available at the library.

Beach fees have been a
topic of discussion for
years, having been lifted
during former Warwick
Mayor Scott Avedisian’s
term in office. Before that,
the fees had been applied
for about ten or eleven
years.

Ward 6 Councilwoman
Donna Travis described
Avedisian’s action as “giv-
ing people a break” in a
hard financial time. Nev-
ertheless, she voiced
strong disapproval of the
removal, along with War-
wick’s Department of
Works.

“It was such a pig pen,”
she said of the beaches.
According to her observa-
tions, diapers and garbage
were consistently scat-

Thursday, June 15, 2023

tered throughout the
landscape; broader recre-
ational access also in-
creased traffic and illegal
cooking on city beaches.
She believes that because
people did not have to
pay, they cared less about
their behavior and treat-
ment of the environment.

Mayor Frank Picozzi
agreed with Travis and re-
instated the fees two years
ago. Travis deems this ac-
tion the “best thing that
happened,” and not a
poor price, either.

Travis further explained
that a lack of beach fees is
unfair to Warwick resi-
dents, who find it difficult
to enjoy their own beaches
with the influx of non-
residents. She additional-
ly noted that beachgoers

Warwick Beacon 3

Seach passes required as of this Saturday

create poor parking habits
to avoid paying a fee,
which leads to blocked
driveways, packed side
streets, and a “crazy” po-
lice presence.

“We were just trying to
be fair with everyone,”
Travis declared. She said
that since the reinstate-
ment of the fees, the
beaches have been much
cleaner and more con-
trolled. And, as long as
she has anything to say
about it, the fees will be
here to stay.

“I just want everyone to
get along and enjoy the
summer,” she concluded.

Warwick beaches are
open from sunrise and
sunset with lifeguards
and fee collectors on duty:.

Quiet on the Setl!

Picket lines interrupt Good Burger filming
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Welcome to Good Burger, home of
the Good Burger. Unfortunately, your
order might need to wait...

Filming for Good Burger 2 had been
scheduled to continue in East Green-
wich on Wednesday, June 14, but was
halted due to picketing by the Writer’s
Guild of America. The union has been
on strike since May 2 for issues ranging
from residual payments on streaming
content to the use of artificial intelli-
gence in script writing.

“The Teamsters Union has put out a
statement that their members won't
cross our picket lines,” said Don Hoop-
er, a strike captain with WGA East. “So
as long as we are physically present
here, no filming will occur. We have a
good relationship with other workers,
so they’re standing with us on this.”

Hooper indicated that protests are
scheduled to continue to occur until
the disagreement with the Alliance of
Motion Picture and Television Produc-
ers has been resolved. “These compa-
nies have been taking advantage of the
transition to streaming platforms to
underpay writers,” he said. “They’ve
refused to listen to our concerns about
Al writing — they only offered to check
in with us once a year to discuss new
developments with the technology.
And they rejected all of our demands
about mini rooms.”

“Mini rooms” are a fairly recent in-
novation in television production, with
a greatly reduced number of writers

DO YOU NEED

A NEW

If So, | Bet The Last Thing
You Want To Do RIGHT NOW
Is Spend $15,000-$25,000

Or More On A New Roof!

being paid at a scale rate to generate
scripts. WGA negotiators are currently
calling for a minimum of six writers in
television writer’s rooms in order to
ensure that work remains available.

Last month, WJAR reported that ex-
ecutive director Steven Feinberg said
the Rhode Island Film and Television
Office “did not anticipate” picket lines
at any of the Good Burger filming loca-
tions. In the time since then, however,
both the Screen Actors Guild and the
Directors Guild have altered the non-
strike clauses in their contracts.

Filming has been taking place
throughout the state over the course of
the past several weeks, with the former
Friendly’s on Mineral Spring Avenue
in Providence having been transformed
into the eponymous fast-food restau-
rant introduced in the 1997 Nickelode-
on film Good Burger. Stars Kenan
Thompson and Kel Mitchell have been
spotted riding around Providence in a
hamburger-shaped car.

Additional scenes were supposed to
have been filmed Wednesday at the
New England Institute of Technology
— or “Mega Corp,” as it has been re-
christened by the set dressers. Filming
is expected to resume as soon as picket-
ing ends. The Film and Television Of-
fice has also listed that locations in
Warwick will be used when shooting
recommences.

ROOF?

Call the Roof Assistance Hotline at 401-954-9012
to learn how you may qualify to replace your old roof
for $5,000-$6,000 of your own personal funds,
regardless of roof size.

This is not a loan or a grant so there is no application to fill out and no home appraisal
required. Qualifying is strictly based on a free assessment of your current roof.

Who this program is for:
Homeowners with medium, large or extra-large roofs
2. This program is not based on financial hardship. In fact, many homeowners that we
assist are considered somewhat affluent
3. Homeowners with a roof that is between 10-35 years old are ideal

=

Who this program is NOT for:
Homeowners with smaller than average roofs
Homeowners that have replaced sections of their roof over the years, piece by piece
Homeowners with roofs that are less than 10 years old
Homeowners that a have a roof in absolutely terrible condition that probably needed

AowbkR

to be replaced many, many years ago

Call the Hotline at

401-954-9012

for your free roof assessment or go to
www.roofassistancehotline.com

Reg#11374
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BeacoN Buzz

Hear that sound? It is all
the buzz on what is happen-
ing this month! Want to buzz
about your next outing?
What about a fundraiser or
club meeting? Share the love!
Send your event information
to: Ida at Idaz@rhodybeat.
com!

June 16, Gladstone
Street Elementary School
Good-bye Event Friday,
June 16, from 3 -7 p.m., all
Gladstone Street Elemen-
tary School Huskies, past
and present, are invited to
the Gladstone Goodbye
Event, 50 Gladstone St,
Cranston. The public will
be allowed inside and out-
side the building. Feel free
to take pictures and share a
memory or two.

June 16, Family Pride
Karaoke Night The Gamm
Theater, 1245 Jefferson
Blvd., Warwick, is hosting
a Family Pride Karaoke
Night on Friday, June 16
from 6 - 9 p.m. Come sing
a song in our lobby, try
snacks and drinks from
our café, and enjoy the
weather on our patio. The
evening will be full of mu-
sic, fun and face painting
for the kids. Bring the fam-
ily and have a fun prideful
night out!

June 16 & 17, OUR LA-
DY OF CZENSTO-
CHOWA POLISH FESTI-
VAL On Friday & Satur-
day, June 16 & 17, from 5 —
9 p.m., Our Lady of Czen-
stochowa will host their
Polish Festival on the
school grounds at 222 Ma-
cArthur Boulevard, Cov-
entry. The festival fea-
tures Polish/American
food, games, raffles, Cow
Chip Bingo and much
more. Frozen Golombki &
Pierogi will be available
for sale. Free parking and
free admission. Call 821-
7991 or visit olcsvp.org for
more information.

June 17, Get Ready for
Pride! Saturday, June 17
12:00 noon. Stop by The
Huddle Center (70 Gansett
Ave) to get anything you
may need for the Pride
Fest in Providence. Drop
in and get ready with us
for Pride! Pack a goodie
bag, take some Pride swag
and get some Pride tips
from community health
worker Jill, a PVD Pride
Fest regular. Please reach
out to Jill at 401-258-3084
or jsparaco@comcap.org
with any questions!

June 17, Arts & Crafts &
Plant Sale The Friends of
The Warwick Public Li-
brary are sponsoring an
Arts & Crafts & Plant Sale
on Saturday, June 17 from
10 am. — 2 p.m., at the
Main Branch, 600 Sandy
Lane, Warwick. Also,
Tickets for the “Books and
Brews” Fundraiser on Sat-
urday, July 15, from 4 - 6
p.m. at the Apponaug
Brewery, 334 Knight Street,
Warwick, can be pur-
chased at this event. Please
support The Warwick Pub-
lic Library!

June 17, Drive-Thru
Food Pantry Spring Green
memorial Church will be
holding their monthly
Drive-Thru Food Pantry
on Saturday, June 17 be-
tween 11 a.m. and noon in
the parking lot in the back
of the church. Grocery
bags of food will be dis-
tributed. For more infor-
mation or questions please
email the church at spring-
greenchurch@yahoo.com
or call 401-463-8328.

June 18, Annual Ro-
chambeau Strawberry
Biscuit Tea on Sunday,
June 18, from 6 — 8 p.m.,
The Cranston Historical
Society will hold its 22nd
Annual Rochambeau
Strawberry biscuit Tea at
the Joy Homestead to cel-
ebrate the 242nd Anniver-
sary of the March to Victo-
ry of General Rochambeau.
Rochambeau led his
French forces of King Lou-
is XVI through Cranston,
Scituate and Coventry on
June 18, 1781, on his way
to join General Washing-
ton to defeat the British at
Yorktown. Enjoy an eve-
ning of pleasantries and
tea with homemade bis-
cuits & strawberries. $5
donation. Reservations re-
quired. (401) 944-9226.

June 20, Gaspee Seniors
Meeting will be at the Pil-
grim Senior Center on
Tuesday, June 20, at 1:30
p-m. This is the final meet-
ing for the 2022 - 2023
year. The club will resume
in September 5, at 1:30
p-m. and again on Septem-
ber 19 to begin the 2023-
2024 year. New members
are always welcome. Have
a wonderful summer.

June 21, Firefly Walk
Wednesday, June 21, 8:45
p-m. there will be a Firefly
Walk. Meet at the lower
Rhodes on the Pawtuxet
parking lot, 60 Rhodes
Place, Cranston, for a half
hour walk at twilight to
watch the fireflies. Wear
long sleeves and pants.
Please do not bring nets,
jars or dogs. Contact tim-
lehnert@live.com for more
information.

June 22, How Animals
Grow Up on Thursday,
June 22, at 1:30-2:30 p.m.,
the Pontiac Free Library,
101 Greenwich Ave., War-
wick, will present: How
Animals Grow Up. Regis-
tration requested. For in-
formation, please contact
401-737-3292 or info@pon-
tiacfreelibrary.org.

June 23, Johnston High
School Class of ‘73 Re-
union, Friday, June 23, at 6
p-m., The Inspiration of ‘73
will celebrate its 50th year
reunion. It will be held at
the Valley Country Club,
251 New London Ave.,
Warwick. Cocktails: 6 — 7
p-m. and Dinner: 7 p.m.
$80 per person. There will
be live music. If you are in
contact with any class-
mates, spread the word.
For more information,
check out the JHS Class of
1973 Facebook page or call
Donna at 401-497-9292.

June 24, Strawberry Fes-
tival Smith’s Castle, 55
Richard Smith Drive,
North Kingstown, invites
the public to celebrate their
annual Strawberry Festival
on Saturday, June 24, from
12:00 to 4:00 p.m. This fam-
ily friendly event will fea-
ture once again puppeteer
Dan Butterworth, as well
as pop singer Jesse Liam.
Plenty of colonial games,
activities, and crafts will be
provided as well as pony
rides for children. Vendors
will be on-site, and they
will be selling their famous
strawberry shortcake as
well as plants for the gar-
den. A special exhibit will
feature collections from
the Narragansett Bay Quilt
Association. Admission to
Strawberry Festival is $10
per adult, $8 for seniors
and military, $6 for chil-
dren over 6 years of age.
Family Cap is $25. For
more information:
http//:-www.smithscastle.
org or 401-294-3521.

June 26 — June 30 — Sum-
mer Drama Camp, Mon-
day, June 26 — June 30, 8:30
a.m. to 12:30 p.m., Emanu-
el Lutheran Church, 20
Leaf Street, West Warwick,
will be holding their Sum-
mer Drama Camp for chil-
dren ages 5 thru 14. Cost is
$20 for first child, $10 for
second child and $5 for ad-
ditional children ($35 max
per family). Scholarships
are available. Call or email
for more information or to
pre-register: pastor@
emanuelww.org 401-821-
8888. You may also regis-
ter at the door on Monday,
June 26, 8:00 — 8:30 a.m.
Performance date: Friday,
June 30, 7:00 p.m. www.
emanuelww.org.

June 29, Fiddle and Fun
on Thursday, June 29, at 2
- 3 p.m. the Pontiac Free
Library, 101 Greenwich
Ave., Warwick, will pres-
ent an educational pro-
gram presented by Fiddle
and Fun. Registration re-
quested. For information,
please contact 401-737-
3292 or info@pontiacfreeli-
brary.org.

July 10, Calling all Golf-
ers The Kent Hospital
Auxiliary is celebrating
their 25th Annual Golf
Tournament on Monday,
July 10, Luncheon served
from 11 am. — 12:15 p.m.;
shotgun start at 12:30 p.m.
at Potowomut Golf Club,
439 Ives Rd, East Green-

Weekend Spotlight

Gaspee Days Events Continue thru This
Weekend

wich. $225/golfer. We also
have sponsorships ranging
from $2,000 to $5,000; T
signs for $175 and pro-
gram ad availability (pric-
es range from $150-$500).
After golf there is a recep-
tion, dinner, awards, silent
auction and raffles. This
annual event has raised
thousands of dollars for
Patient Care Services at
Kent Hospital. If you
would like to join us for
this spectacular event,
please contact Donna Cop-
pola at 401-737-7000 exten-
sion 31879 or dmcoppola@
carene.org.

July 11, NAMI-RI: Reg-
istration Family-to Family
course The Rhode Island
chapter of the National Al-
liance on Mental Illness
(NAMI-RI) is now accept-
ing registration for our
summer session of NAMI's
Family-to-Family course
which begins Tuesday, July
11, at 6:30 p.m. This is a
free and virtual, 8-session
educational program for
family, significant others
and friends of people with
mental health conditions.
Itis a designated evidence-
based program, which
means that research shows
that the program signifi-
cantly improves the cop-
ing and problem-solving
abilities of the people clos-
est to a person with a men-
tal health condition. NA-
MI-Rhode Island’s Family-
to-Family course is taught
by trained family members
who have experience with
a loved one, and includes
presentations, discussions
and interactive exercises.
For more information on
the Family-to-Family cur-
riculum and registration
requirements, visit
namirhodeisland.org or
call 401-331-3060 or email

beth@namirhodeisland.
org.
July 15, Books and

Brews Fundraiser, The
Friends of the Warwick
Public Library will be
sponsoring a fundraiser,
“Books and Brews” at the
Apponaug Brewery, 334
Knight St, Warwick, on
Saturday, July 15, from 5 —
6 p.m. Come and support
The Warwick Public Li-
brary. For tickets and more
information call: 401-739-
5440.

July 22, The Prout Class
of 1973 will hold its 50th
reunion on Saturday, July
22, at 12 p.m., at The Prout
School, 4640 Tower Hill
Road in South Kingstown.
All 1973 graduates are cor-
dially invited to attend.
For further information,
1973 graduate alumni are
asked to join the Facebook
Group “Prout Class of
1973,” or contact Mary
Paolino at mary.paolino@
yahoo.com.

July 30, Warwick Veter-
ans/TollGate High School
Class of 1973 Reunion
Warwick Veterans Memo-
rial High School/TollGate
High School Class of 1973
will hold its 50th Year Re-
union on Sunday, July 30,
at the Valley Country Club,
251 New London Ave,
Warwick. Cocktails 6 p.m.,
Dinner 7 p.m. $50 per per-
son. Checks payable to
“VetsTollGate Class of
1973” can be sent to Ms.
Judy Snow, 29 Oberlin Dr.
Warwick 02886. Contact us
at ClassOf73VetsTollgate@
gmail.com with any ques-
tions.

Aug 17, Lake Winnipe-
saukee Luncheon Cruise
AARP Chapter 2210,
Thursday, August 17, Lake
Winnipesaukee Luncheon
Cruise trip. Experience the
majesty of Lake Winnipe-
saukee during your 2.5
hour narrated scenic tour
aboard the historic M/S
Mount Washington cruise
vessel. Bus pickup from
Exit 19 Park & Ride on

Hopkins Hill Road at 8:30
a.m., return time is ap-
proximately 6:30 p.m. Cost
is $134/person. For more
information call Maureen
at 401-828-5188. Final pay-
ment due by July 10.

Sept 9, Stepping Stone
Ranch Presents Waves of
Glory Stepping Stone
Ranch, 201 Escoheag Hill
Road, West Greenwich,
presents Waves of Glory III
on September 9 from 10
am. — 8 p.m. FREE out-
door, all-day event filled
with worship, guest speak-
ers and more! Tickets are
free but are required
through Eventbrite. Visit
www.inhisimageoutreach.
org for more information.

Sept 11, The Comedy
Course The Comedy
Course is returning for a
6th year, every Monday
night for 6-weeks. Three
instructors, with over 100
years of combined stage
experience, will guide you
on a 6-week journey from
writing your first joke to
performing your debut
comedy routine. You will
learn the dos and don’ts of
standup comedy and have
fun doing it. The course is
$200 per person. The
place: TBD. Instructors in-
clude: Joe Hebert, Coleen
Galvin and John Perrotta.
Class size is limited. Call
John Perrotta at 401-639-
7726 to reserve your seat,
now. Payment options are
available.

September 12, Boston
Duck Tour and Margarita-
ville AARP Chapter 2210,
Tuesday, September 12,
Boston Duck Tour & Mar-
garitaville Faneuil Hall
trip. Bus pickup from Exit
19 Park & Ride on Hop-
kins Hill Road at 8:30 a.m.,
return time is approxi-
mately 6 p.m. Cost is $134/
person. For more informa-
tion call Maureen at 401-
828-5188. Final payment is
due by August 12.

October 3, Mohawk
Trail Fall Foliage Tour
AARP Chapter 2210 Tues-
day, October 3, Mohawk
Trail Fall Foliage Tour on
October 3. Bus pickup
from Exit 19 Park & Ride
on Hopkins Hill Road at 9
am., return time is ap-
proximately 6 p.m. Cost is
$109/person. For more in-
formation call Maureen at
401-828-5188. Final pay-
ment is due by September
3.

October 14, Annual No
More Hunger Walk A
walk to call attention to
food insecurity and raise
funds for local food pan-
tries will be held on Satur-
day, October 14. Registra-
tion is at 9 a.m. and the
walk begins at 10 a.m.
Over $20,000 has been
raised in the past two
years. The walk will begin
at St. Mark’s Episcopal
Church, 111 West Shore
Road, Warwick and pro-
ceed along West Shore
Road to Donovan Park, in
Conimicut Village. Any
interested churches, orga-
nizations, and individuals
are invited and encour-
aged to join. Call 401-737-
8232 or e-mail Woodbury-
ChurchRI@gmail.com for
details.

October 15, Central
Falls High School, Class
of 1963 Reunion Central
Falls High School Class
of 1963, will hold a 60th
Class Reunion on Sunday,
October 15, 12 — 4 p.m. at
Chelo’s Banquet Hall, 2225
Post Rd., Warwick. Tick-
ets: $60 for buffet and
dancing. Please send
checks to: Patricia (Guil-
lette) Mannix, 111 Col.
John Gardner Rd., Narra-
gansett, RI 02882. Please
include maiden name and
phone number on check.
For more information call
or email Patricia Mannix
401-789-0451; Patriciag-
mannix@email.com Or,

Nancy Dube Brazeau 401-
789-0304; nancybraz@
gmail.com.

November 7 — 9, Resorts
Casino Hotel in Atlantic
City AARP Chapter 2210
Tuesday — Thursday, No-
vember 7 — 9, Resorts Ca-
sino Hotel in Atlantic City
from November 7-9. The
Tour includes 2 nights” ac-
commodation, 2 meal
credits (up to $20 value
each) & $20 slot play. Bus
pickup from Exit 19 Park &
Ride on Hopkins Hill Road
at 7 a.m., return time is ap-
proximately 6 p.m. Cost is
$299/person (double occu-
pancy), $279/person (tri-
ple occupancy) or $399/
person (single occupancy).
For more information call
Maureen at 401-828-5188.
Final payment is due by
September 21

Every Monday from 7 to
9 p.m. Gaspee Celtic Jam!
(No Jam on Monday, May
29) At the Pawtuxet Vil-
lage Baptist Church, 2157
Broad St. in Cranston ev-
ery Monday from 7 to 9
p-m. Do you play fiddle,
guitar, Irish flute, penny-
whistle, bodhran, mando-
lin, banjo, concertina, ac-
cordion, folk harp, ham-
mered dulcimer, Appala-
chian dulcimer, banjo,
acoustic bass, ukulele, key-
board, recorder, or sing?
All skill levels are wel-
come! Visit www.gas-
peecelticjam.org for more
info or to send us any
questions.

Every Tuesday, Jeep
Night Tri-City Elks Lodge
#14, 1915 W. Shore Rd War-
wick presents Jeep Night
every Tuesday at 5:00 p.m.
Around back at the lodge.
Jeeps and 4 x 4’s of all
shapes and sizes are wel-
come. The Tiki Bar will be
open for beverages and
there will be food prepared
by PB&]’s available to pur-
chase.

Every Second Tuesday
West Warwick AARP
Chapter West Warwick
AARP Chapter meets the
second Tuesday of the
month, 1 p.m. at St. Mary’s
Church Hall, 70 Church
Street, West Warwick.
Looking to expand its
membership. All are wel-
come to come to enjoy a
cup of coffee and chat with
new friends.

Every Third Wednesday
Old Warwick Grange #41
The Grange Hall is located
at 1175 West Shore Road,
Warwick, meets the third
Wednesday of the month
at 7:30 p.m. For informa-
tion, please call either Joan
Clegg at 401 465-7259 or
Mike Osiensky at (508)
954-9712. The Grange is a
fraternal community ser-
vice, nonprofit organiza-
tion with a special interest
in rural life and the tradi-
tions of faith, patriotism,
leadership and family val-
ues. It’s a place where the
whole family can go and
grow. Help us to help oth-
ers. There are no meetings
in July and August.

Every Thursday, Cus-
tom Collectible Car Show
Tri-City  Elks Lodge
#14,1915 W. Shore Rd.
Warwick, presents a Cus-
tom Collectible Car Show
every Thursday at 5:00
p-m. Around back at the
lodge. Bring your auto
and show it off or just
come and enjoy! Motorcy-
cles are welcome. There
will be live music & food
for sale and the Tiki Bar
will be open for beverages!

Every Thursday, Take
Off Pounds Sensibly
TOPS #38 is meeting every
Thursday morning at St.
Luke’s Episcopal Church
(lower level), 99 Pierce
Street, East Greenwich.
Weigh-in begins at 9:30
a.m. The is from 10 — 11
a.m. Enter from the side
parking lot, go down the
stairs to the kitchen area.
All are welcome as well as
any canned food dona-

tions. For information,
call: Joan Tinkham 401-
739-5322.

Every Thursday Mead-
owlark Seniors the Mead-
owlark Seniors meet
Thursdays at 1:30 p.m., at
St. Kevin Church Hall, 333
Sandy Lane, Warwick.

Short meetings, fun activi-
ties, and socializing. Come
join us. New members are
welcome.

Every Thursday - Get a
Job Thursdays We Make
RI, 200 First Ave., Crans-
ton. An organization that
provides free manufactur-
ing training, hosts a series
of job fairs every Thursday
from 11 a.m. to noon. We
Make RI offer job seekers a
chance to meet with em-
ployers, get career coun-
seling, resume help and
more. Some employers in-
clude Swissline Precision,
Admiral Packaging, KB
Surfaces, Warwick Hanger
and Hitachi Cable. For
more information about
this event or other training
opportunities, visit www.
wemakeri.com/get-a-job-
thursday or contact Mike
at (401) 232-0077 x109.

Every Friday Cribbage
Players Do you play crib-
bage? If so, consider join-
ing a small group of crib-
bage players every, who
meet and play at the East
Greenwich Community
Center, Pierce Street, East
Greenwich every Friday at
9:30 p.m. This is a social
group where all levels of
players are invited to play
and meet new friends;
there is no cost involved. If
you are interested in join-
ing, contact Barbara at 737-
6477.

Starting Saturday, Sep-
tember 25, Citizenship
Prep Classes at WPL Pre-
pare for the U.S. Natural-
ization Interview with Cit-
izen Preparation classes at
the Warwick Public Li-
brary, starting Saturday,
September 25, 10:00 a.m. to
noon.. Practice citizenship
vocabulary, learn the nec-
essary civics content, and
work on interview skills
using the N-400 applica-
tion form. Sign up at the
library. For more informa-
tion, call (401) 455-8041.
These free classes are of-
fered by the RI Family Lit-
erary Initiative.

Jan. 1, until July 31, St.
Francis Xavier Academy
Scholarship Applications
The St, Francis Xavier
Academy Alumnae Asso-
ciation is accepting schol-
arship applications from
Forms are available on our
two Facebook pages, by
mail at SXA. P.O. Box
20452, Cranston, 02920, or
contact a board member.

Amenity Aid - Volun-
teers Needed We are look-
ing for volunteers that
would like to help us plan
and staff community
events, organize hygiene
product collection drives
and raise funds for Ame-
nity Aid. If you are inter-
ested in doing any of the
above or would like to be a
member of our Communi-
ty Outreach Committee,
please contact Stacey Silva,

Community  Outreach
Chair at Stacey@Ameni-
tyAid.org.

Amenity Aid’s mission
is to improve the health
and wellbeing of vulnera-
ble populations by creat-
ing access to essential hy-
giene products. Serving all
of Rhode Island, we dis-
tribute toiletry necessities
to those most vulnerable
through our network of di-
rect service agencies.

Coventry Senior Band
The Coventry Senior Band
is looking for musicians. A
group of retired volun-
teers, we play gigs at Nurs-
ing Homes, Senior Cen-
ters, etc. If you are over 55
and play an instrument
call David at (401) 368-
6895 or email at walshda-
vid170@gmail.com

Hearts for Hospice Vis-
iting Nurse Home and
Hospice (VNH&H) is ask-
ing for individuals to sup-
port their hospice pro-
grams by giving $20.00 or
more to their Hearts for
Hospice campaign. People
can dedicate their gift to a
loved one who is always in
their heart; all dedications
are listed on the organiza-
tion’s website. You can
make your donation at
www.visitinghursehh.
org/giving/ or by calling
401-682-2100 extension
number 1631.



PROCESSION Famlly and frlends Ilned the walkway as the Toil Gate Class of 2023 flled to thelr seats Tuesday after-

noon as graduatlon ceremonies.

BEAMING: Jamielynn Bernard celebrates her
achievement as she poses with her diploma.

DISPLAYING HER ACHIEVEMENT: The cap of this

Toll Gate grad says it all.

m Toll Gate

(Continued from page 1)

Honor Society scholar, varsity tennis
captain, student council treasurer, vice
president of the Rhode Island Histori-
cal Society Teen Advisory Board, Best
Buddies president, math team captain
and award-winning artist, and she
will be attending Boston University to
pursue a double major in Business and
Fine Arts.

Steponova said in her remarks that
it has been a “long and convoluted
journey” because of the unexpected
pandemic in the middle of their high
school experience, but she is “grateful
with how everything unfolded.” She
added that she’s “glad we did it all
together.”

Steponova also said that as a “senti-
mental person,” she thanks Toll Gate
for “memories that will last a lifetime”

crosses the stage.

CLOWNING
- AROUND:
Fresh from
the stage
and with di-
" plomas in
hand Shae-
lin Donovan,
Kristen Car-
cieri (Salu-
tatorian),
Svetlana
Stepanova
(Valedictori-
. an), Julia

{ Cutler, and
Coco Col-
" lette mug
. for family
. and friends.

READY TO PLAY: With more than a diploma in hand, Noah Ramm
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NO DETOURS TO GRADUATION: Baxter Tietze carried
a cone high as he and his classmates filed to seats facing

the stage on the grounds of the Aldrich Mansion on War-
wick Neck. (Warwick Beacon photos)

and challenges her peers to “remem-
ber and keep the memories alive.”

Kristen Carcieri, the salutatorian,
thanked her teachers, family and
friends for “sticking with me through
all of the hard times in high school.”
Carcieri, a National Honor Society
scholar, polyglot, Chairperson of
Rhode Island Historical Society Com-
munications Committee for Teen Ad-
visory Board, mock trial president,
student council member, musician,
drama club member, figure skater and
active volunteer, will be attending
New York University’s Stern School of
Business with a focus in marketing.
She offered words of encouragement
to her peers.

“Think the most about your happi-
ness when making choices, but it is
important to remember that perfection
does not exist,” Carcieri said. “Life
will always present us with challenges
and setbacks, but it will also offer us

moments of success and happiness.”

She expressed to her class that she is
excited to see “all of the different
choices you will be making and the
different paths that they will take you
on.”

Principal Candace Calouri thanked
all of the teachers, administrators and
supporters within Toll Gate and the
feeder schools for helping the gradu-
ates get to where they are today. She
shared words of advice to the Class of
2023, urging them to “make good
choices” and “be good human be-
ings.”

Calouri reminded the graduates
that “once a titan, always a titan.”

After all of the students crossed the
stage and received their diplomas, the
graduates tossed their caps in the air,
the orchestra swelling. They huddled
as a class in the middle of the chairs,
cheering and beaming, together for
the last time.
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WANTED

Junk/unwanted vehicles
cal — Top $ Paid

You Call, We Haul!

401-451-8520

TSU Construction

Expert Tile Installation
Specializing in Backsplashes

Charlie Mischler
556-8134

Free Estimates
Reg. #8795

BANKRUPTCY
FREE CONSULTATION

call /85-2300

W\e are a debt relief agency.
Janet J. Goldman, Esq. ¢ 51 Jefferson Blvd. + Warwick, RI

Affordable Care For Your Loved One
9 f"‘{!""”{f Heants 67 Sandy Bottom Road, Coventry, RI 02816
401-773-7783 » 401-773-7795 (Fax)
www.helpingheartshomecare.org

JOHN PERROTTA’'S

:COMEDY FACTORY

Buinging the Laughter Since 1992/

SAVE THIS AD!

| UPCOMING COMEDY SHOWS! g
3 For info/reservations call 40I-639-7726! &

: ! 6/22, 8/24,10/19, & 12/14: Lemongrass-Warwick l
All You Can Eat-All You Can Laugh Dinner-Comedy Shows! $45pp buffet & show. .

. 6/24: Bella Restaurant - Burrillville $60pp dinner & show.
Dinner-Gomedy Show with Frank Santorelli from The Sopranos!
m Also, at Bella on 12/16 with an All-Star show!

6/25,10/1 & 12/17: Chelo’s Hometown Bar and Grille-Warwick
. Afternoon Dinner-Comedy Shows. $45pp buffet & show

' 1/29: Benefit for the VFW Past 172 Washington Street Warwick.
. Dinner-Comedy Show $40pp buffet & show

.
:
I
I

3

1/30: Stand-Up Sunday with John Perrotta at The Comedy Park $10pp. l

8/19: Carriage Inn-North Kingstown
Dinner-Comedy Show $50pp buffet & show

COMEDY SHOWS ARE AVAILABLE FOR ANY OCCASION! | _

401-639-7726 - comedyfactoryri.com

iii RISLA

Rhode Island Student Loan Authority

Our rates speak for themselves and these
national publications think so too.

Recognized as one of the BEST Education Loan Providers by:

Parents, see how quick and easy it is to

get your best rate!
o Easy Online
Application

(2 Jratioll 3 bttt
VISIT RISLA.COM OR CALL 1-800-758-7562

Rewriting the
Rules of
Retirement

Retirement comes with more time for
the things you love. A reverse mortgage
can help you fund them.

+ Pay off your existing mortgage to
eliminate monthly payments'

+ Get additional income tax-free cash
to use for what matters most?

+ Continue to own your home just like a
traditional mortgage

Contact Carol Miller, your local
Reverse Mortgage Specialist.

0 (401) 406-1247 (Cell)
= carol.miller@longbridge-financial.com

NMLS #595725

1 Pr roperty taxes. homeowne rs' insurance, and home maintenance requ ired The hcme must be your primary res dence
2. Consult a fin: ad) appropriate government agencies for any
Brar\ch omce 1 Intemanona\ B\vd Suite 900 Mahwah, NJ 07495. NMLS x957935 Licensed by Rhode Island Th\rd Party
Loan Servicer License 20193879LS, Rhode Island Lender License 20153084LL, MA Debt Collector License DC957935,
Mortgage Lender License, with reverse mortgage authority ML 957935.
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WORDS OF WELCOME: Recently appointed Hendricken TOP SPOT: Hendricken’s valedictorian for the Class of
2023, Atul Thyvalappil, delivers his address. Thyvalappll,
who will be attending Carnegie-Mellon in the Fall, spent
the second half of his senior year interning here at the
Beacon — we wish him and his classmates all the success
they deserve

Assistant Principal Natalie Kessimian addresses the
crowd at the beginning of Hendricken's 62nd Commence-

ment Exercises.

FRONT OF THE LINE: Hendricken graduate Lyle Jaron
Alcordo receives one of the first diplomas awarded at
Hendricken's 62nd Commencement Exercises. From left
to right, he shakes hands with chaplain Fr Brian Morris,
Principal Mark R. DeCiccio, retired Auxiliary Bishop Robert
C Evans, and Hendricken President Fr Robert Marciano.

m Hendricken

(Continued from page 1)

LEADING THE PROCESSIONAL: Hendricken Senior
Robert Shao plays the bagpipes as the Class of 2023
processes into the Cathedral of SS Peter and Paul on
Monday, June 12. Shao graduated summa cum laude,
with various other honors and recognitions.

still in the graduates, whose
high school careers were
eclipsed by the pandemic.
Finding “miracles” in the
midst of this chaos was the
theme of the valedictory
speech, offered by Atul
Thyvalappil (a name which
should already be familiar
to Beacon readers, as Atul
wrote for the Beacon for his
senior experience). In par-
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ticular, Thyvalappil noted
the positive and negative
ways that technology has
shaped his high school ex-
perience.

“Tonight we join a very
unique community of alum-
ni who can claim member-
ship to Hendricken's short-
lived but profoundly im-
pactful ‘virtual school,”” he
noted.  “From Microsoft
Teams to the more recent
rise of ChatGPT - which you
guys might have heard of,
though I know you never

PLAYING IN THE BAND: Hendricken Senior Hunter Rob-
bins has plenty of reason to ‘toot his own horn’ — the future
“Yalie” was not only named salutatorian for 2023, he also
received the Principal's Leadership Award.
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CELEBRATION: Hendricken families gather in Cathedral Square to celebrate their sons’ accomplishments. The Class
of 2023 numbered some 143 Hawks.

use it - these strange few
years brought us memories
that very few of our brother
alumni can reminisce about
at their reunions.”
Thyvalappil also noted
how the experience of going
virtual taught graduates the
value of real world connec-
tions and traditions, how-
ever. He seems well-poised
to continue his reflections
on technology in his aca-
demic career, as he will be
attending Carnegie-Mel-
lon’s Mellon College of Sci-

ence in the Fall.
Salutatorian (and recipi-
ent of the Principal’s Lead-
ership Award) Hunter Rob-
bins encouraged his class-
mates to respond to a
changing world by becom-
ing catalysts of change
themselves. Bound for Yale
in the fall, Robbins spent his
own time at Hendricken ad-
vocating against bullying
and working with Hen-
dricken’s School Leadership
Team to develop more ad-
vanced protocols on the is-

sue.

He said that all positive
change begins with a desire
to understand one another:
“it's our duty as citizens to
strive to round out what we
know about others in soci-
ety as best as possible,”
Robbins said. “Every part of
your neighbor's identity is a
reflection of God's love for
us, so let us truly appreciate
this love.”

These themes were
echoed in the closing prayer
by retired Auxiliary Bishop

Robert C. Evans, who in-
voked the recently canon-
ized St John Henry Cardinal
Newman to encourage
graduates to keep the faith
in a tumultuous world. “We
don't know why God creat-
ed us, but

create us he did,” said
Bishop Evans. “We may not
know what plan he has for
us, but a plan he has... and
if you are faithful, then you
will one day reap the re-
wards of that fidelity.”

Hendricken Class of 2023

Azmar Abdullah

M. Lucas Alano 1,2,5,7%**
Lyle Jaron Alcordo 1,2**
Matthew Allen

Ethan Alli 1,2,3*
Timothy Anderson, II
Mark Andraka 1,2**
Timothy Andrews
Nicholas Andrews
Gabriel Asesor-McClary
Rafael Ayriyan

Zachary Baker

Nicholas Banspach 1,2,3,5***
Andrew Barboza 2

Justin Beausejour

Liam Berube 1,2,3,5**
Jawin Bodden

Luca Boscia 1,2,4*

Colby Boyar 1,2,3***
Jayden Breault

Jakob Bregenhoj 1,2,3,5%**+
Aidan Briceno

Nicholas Broccoli 1,2,3,5***
Matthew Brock 1,2,3,5**
Jacek Brown

Zachary Burghardt 1,2
Pablo Cabrera Jr. 2,3,5**
Cayden Calvino

Michael Camarena
Andrew Chadwick
Tommy Chhoun

Alexander Chinchilla 2*
Joseph Church 1,2**
Jack Ciunci 1,2,3,5,7%%*
Alexander Clemmey
David Corry Jr.
Cristian Costa

Marshall Coupe 1,2,3**
Peter Cummings 1,2,3**
Anthony D’Ellena
Ryan Da Cruz

Curt Daigneau 1,2,3,6**
Keith Daigneau 1,2,4***
Kyler de Bont 1,2**
Nicholas DeCosta 2*
Tyler DelleFemine

Luc Dionne 2

John Erickson 1,2,3*
Lucas Fleury 1,2**
John Flynn 1,2,3**
Richard Flynn IV
Joshua French
Andrew Frezza
Andrew Fusco 1,2,3,5**
Brian Garrepy 2

Elliot Gauvin 1,2***
Brayton Gazerro 1,2,3*
Jack Giorgio

Richard Gonzalez
Marcus Granados 2*
Howard Hicks

Connor Igoe 1,2

John Jablonski 1,2,3**
Thomas Jaques, Jr. 2,3,5**
Matthew Jarmie

Jahden Jean-Baptiste

Tyler Jordan 1,2,3,6**
Austin Kairnes 1,2**

Luke Karpowich 1,2,3,5%*
Jun Seong Kim 2*

Nicholas Komari 1,2,3,5%**
Jacob Kopech 2*

Ryan Kornacki 1,2,3,4,7***
Michael Laflamme 1,2,3**
Edmund Lok 1,2*

Rene' Lopez 3

Devin Lynch 2*

Anthony Manna 1,2,3*
Collin Martin

Alexander Martineau
Nicholas McAfee 1,2**
Anthony Mena

Jacob Minnis

Christien Monello 1,2,3,4,7***
Alexander Morin 1,2,3,5***
Stephen Nardelli, I1I

Josiah Nhar-Matko 1,2,3*
Sean O’Donnell

Kim Mor Oeng

Michael O'Hare

Tyler Oung 1,2,3,5***+
Julian Palmisano
Christopher Palumbo 1,2,5*

Michael Paquette 1,2
Peter Pastore, III 1,2,5%*
Sean Pedro 2

K-vorn Pemberton
Aidan Pennacchini

Abel Perez 1,2,3*
Alexander Picard 2,3,5**
Landon Picillo 1,2,5**
Jason Pilderianl,2,3**
Liam Pizzolato 1,2,3,5**+
Damian Platt

Joseph Porcelli
Nicholas Pullano
Jonathan Rajotte 1,2,3,6,7***
Nicholas Regine

Skylar Reid 1,2,3*

Isaiah Richard

Hunter Robbins 1,2,3,5,7***+
Andrew Ruggiero 1,2,4**
Tyler Russas
Christopher Sanders, Jr.
Caleb Sclama 1,2,3
Robert Shao 1,2,3,5,7%**
Daniel Shea 1

Troy Silvestri 3

Brendan Sisson 1,2,5%**
Alex Sjoblom 2*
Nicholas Soccio 2,3*
Loubnen Sukkar 1,2,3,5*
Aaron Sullivan 1,2,3,5%*
Andrew Tamul 1,2**

Maison Teixeira 1,2,3,5,7***
Edward Thursby 1,2,3*

Atul Thyvalappil 1,2,3,5,7***+
Keegan Tierney 2,3

Sean Tilson

Jahn Torres LaFrance 2***
Michael Traupman

Riley Travassos

Richard Vigliotti 1,2,3**+
Giancarlos Villavicencio 1,2,3*
Matthew Walden 1,2,6%**
Eze Wali

Cooper Weir 2,3

Aidan Weiss 1,2,3,5,7%**
Noah West 5

Alexander White 1,2,5,7***+
Brady Williams

Anthony Zaniol 1,2,5,7***

1 National Honor Society

2 RI Honor Society

3 English Honor Society

4 National Italian Honor Society
5 National Spanish Honor Society
6 National French Honor Society
7 Mu Alpha Theta Mathematical
Honor Society

+RIDE Seal of Biliteracy

*Cum Laude

**Magna Cum Laude

***Suma Cum Laude
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Pay no ATM fees’. Get bonus rates on any Coastall CD.
Call now or apply online.

== Coastall

CREDIT UNION

The smarter way to bank

Annual Percentage Yields (APY) as of 6/7/23 and subject to change. Account earns 3.50% Annual Percentage Yield (APY) on balances of $0.01 to $20,000
Balances over $20,000 earn an interest rate of 3.50% on the first $20,000, and then an interest rate of 0.35% on any funds over $20,000, resulting in an APY of
3.50% to 0.98% APY depending on total balance. *CD rate bonus available for combined deposit relationships of $25,000 or more. Monthly statement cycle
eligibility requirements: 1) receive your account statement electronically via Online Banking; 2) make at least 6 debit card point-of-sale transactions (must post
and settle); 3) have at least one external ACH credit or debit transaction (must post and settle). Monthly service charge of $25 if account conditions are not met
If eligibility conditions are not met for three (3) consecutive months, account will revert to Simple Checking. Federally insured by NCUA.
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B the numbers

What started off as nearly 1,000 parcels for the annual tax sale held last month was
whittled down to 81 parcels by the time the sale was conducted in City Council Cham-
bers. According to Tax Collector Kayla Jones, $34,507 was collected for delinquent
sewer bills, $74,836 for utility or water bills and $260,525 for unpaid real estate taxes.
Seen here, prospective buyers wait to see if their number was spotted and if they will get
to hold a lien on the property for the value of the utility bills or taxes due. (Warwick Bea-

1-800-298-2212 Coastall.org
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SUSPENDED sent to a series of stan- ceived a distressing call \\\
LICENSE dardized field sobriety from a neighbor the next \\
tests. Following the tests, morning. \
At 542 p.m., May 19, he was arrested and The neighbor told her

Warwick Police Officer charged with DUI of Li- that three of her four tires SUNDAY
Connor R. Bemis wasona quor (BAC 0.15 or greater; and rims were missing JUNE . 8
fixed traffic post on West first offense) and received from her 2004 Toyota Co- -5
Shore Road when he spot-  citations for Laned Road- rolla, which was propped B

ted a black Ford traveling
west. The vehicle had no
front plate, so Bemis initi-
ated a traffic stop. The
driver, identified as Ro-
land J. Ferland, 54, of 17
Dexter St., Johnston, had a
suspended driver’s li-
cense, according to police.
It was allegedly Ferland’s
fourth and subsequent of-
fense, so he was taken into
custody.

Ferland was transport-
ed to Warwick Police
Headquarters. His vehicle
was towed from the scene.
He was charged with one
count of Driving with Sus-
pended/Revoked/Can-
celed License (fourth or
subsequent offense).

DUI

Around 11:30 p.m., May
11, Warwick Police on rou-
tine patrol traveling west
on Airport Road spotted a
red vehicle swerving over
the fog line and yellow
median multiple times.

When the vehicle turned
right on to Post Road, po-
lice initiated a traffic stop.

They made contact with
the driver, and identified
her as Jonni M. Sabetta,
53, of 152 Broad St., Apt.
4B, Pawtucket.

“While speaking with
Sabetta, I was able to ob-
serve Smirnoff alcohol
cans and Parrot Bay nips
on the front passenger
side compartment of the
vehicle,” wrote Warwick
Police Officer Alejandro J.
Martinez. “I asked Sabetta
if she had been drinking
to which she had ‘one co-
conut shot.”

Police asked Sabetta to
consent to a series of stan-
dardized field sobriety
tests. Following the tests,
she was arrested and
charged with DUI of Li-
quor (BAC unknown, first
offense) and received cita-
tions for Refusal to Submit
to Chemical Test (first of-
fense) and Laned Road-
way Violations. She was
ultimately transported to
Kent County Memorial
Hospital for detox and left
in the care and custody of
the staff.

DUI

At 1:26 am., May 13,
Warwick Police Officer
Brent W. Giles was on rou-
tine patrol in the area of
Hoxsie Four Corners,
traveling north on War-
wick Avenue, when he
spotted a white Nissan
traveling south crossing
into another lane of travel,
cutting off another vehi-
cle.

Giles turned his cruiser
around and initiated a
traffic stop.

He identified the driver
as Luis R. Gonzalez Cas-
tro, 26, of 71 Strawberry
Hill, Apt. 101, Stamford,
Connecticut. Police re-
ported smelling alcohol
when they approached
the vehicle.

Police asked him to con-

way Violations and Tail
Lamps Required.

LARCENY

Around 9:16 a.m., May
23, Warwick Police Officer
Robert J. Canis-Langlais
responded to the Westgate
Condominiums, 752
Quaker Lane, to investi-
gate a reported larceny.

Upon arrival, police met
with the reporting party,
who told them she parked
her vehicle around 6 p.m.
the night before, but re-

up on bricks.

The officer was ap-
proached by another
neighbor, who advised
him that their vehicle had
two lug nuts loosened.

“She was advised to
have the lugs tightened
before operating the vehi-
cle,” Canis-Langlais wrote
in the report. He can-
vassed the parking lot and
did not find any other ve-
hicles that had been tam-
pered with. The investiga-
tion continues.
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Volunteers In I|meI|ght for all they do for Warwick schools

impact they have on the
system.

Audrey Shapiro was sur-
prised when she arrived at
the event, opened the pro-
gram and learned she
would be presenting the
award to the individual
who emulates her late hus-
band, superintendent Rob-
ert J. Shapiro. Audrey rose
to the occasion, saying that
her husband “felt like the
superintendent of the whole
city,” in that he took his re-
sponsibility of serving the
community so seriously.
The Robert]. Shapiro Award
went to Oakland Beach
Principal Paul Heatherton.

Many of the 75 VOWS
volunteers turned out for
the event. They were joined
by school principals, mem-
bers of the administration
and School Committee
members.

Much of the work per-
k formed by volunteers, espe-
% ‘;3, cially the screening at all of

L . the city’s preschools is a
wt tremendous savings to the
- A school department that

AWARD RECIPIENT: Oakland Beach Principal Paul Heatherton was awarded the Robert J. Shapiro Award Thursday at the VOWS awards and Would otherwise be faced
volunteer appreciation reception held at Chelo’s. Congratulating Heatherton are VOWS executive director Nicole Spirito and Audrey Shapiro, widow With screening the children.

of the late superintendent for whom the award is named. (Warwick Beacon photos) Funding comes from a
school allocation of $66,000,

city allocation of $10,000,

By JOHN HOWELL

VOWS is back, not that it
ever went away, and it has
moved. As of Monday,
VOWS and its three-mem-
ber staff are working from
Park School. They were for-
merly located at WELC
(Warwick Early Learning
Center).

The pandemic put a crimp
in the Volunteers of War-
wick Schools. With all that
Covid did to schools, from

rooms and putting them in
front of computers to the
masking and distancing
when they returned, the
role of VOWS from pre-
school to kindergarten de-
velopmental screening to
tutoring was restricted if
not eliminated.

The program’s executive
director Nicole Spirito was
pleased Thursday evening
that that is behind them and
once again the program is in
full swing. At the VOWS

event held at Chelo’s Res-
taurant on Post Road, Spiri-
to reported during the year,
650 second graders com-
pleted the Heads Up pro-
gram. Heads Up is a
10-week anti-bullying pro-
gram that VOWS is now
exploring to extend to 5th
grade.

Spirito also reported vol-
unteers screened 1,100 pre-
schoolers. All Warwick pre-
school children between the
ages of 3 and 5 are offered

opment, speech and lan-
guage, vision and hearing.
Parents participate by shar-
ing information about their
children’s social and emo-
tional development. The
program offers information
about community resourc-
es.

The evening was a cele-
bration of the volunteers
who provide services to all
elementary schools. It was
the first awards and volun-
teer appreciation night since

Dambruch spoke of how
volunteers give freely of
their time and the positive

grants, fundraising events
and donations. The overall
budget ranges from $125,000
to $145,000.

2018. In remarks Mayor
Frank Picozzi recalled his
years as a member of the
Warwick School Committee
and the close relationship
between the school admin-
istration and VOWS. “There
is nothing more pure than
the heart of a volunteer h,”

taking kids out of class- awards and appreciation screenings in general devel-

>

he said. THEY DO IT ALL: Volunteers of Warwick Schools gather
Superintendent  Lynn o 4 group photo at the reception held Thursday.
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Wildcats have a field day

Putting golf balls, throwing passes and slurping Del's Lemonade isn't on the curriculum
at Warwick Neck Elementary School, but teachers didn't have to work hard for students "'i
to pick up on what to do to have fun. "‘[—1

HOLE IN ONE:
: PR - 4 Many students
y . WL % scored a hole-in-

' o & one to the applause
of classmates wait-
- ing their turn at min-

€ iature golf.

The field day was held Friday in two segments with the kindergartners to second graders |

in the morning and the third, fourth, fifth graders in the afternoon. The morning group that g
rotated between eight stations dodged a few rain drops. The afternoon group faced
more of a challenge. School mascot Rocky the Wildcat made an appearance to the kids'
delight and served as the gathering point for a group photo of the morning session. The
event was hosted by the school's PTO with a record number of more than 50 parents
turning out to assist with the running of event stations. (Warwick Beacon photos)

BEING SILLY: [
What better oc- »
casion for sec- e
ond grader Maxi-
mus Corello to
wear his fun hat
that the Warwick
Neck School
field day held last
Friday?

CAN YOU
HEAR ME
NOW? Allison
Palm, parent of §&
a Warwick
Neck student,
directed stu-
dents to gather
for a group

_ photo.

WILDCAT IN THE MIDDLE: Principal Frank Galligan is joined the school mascot,
Rocky, for a group photo of the morning filed day session.

I II///////////////////////////////////// \

OPEN THURSDAY — SUNDAY 1 Muwis 'I'RIO\

WEATHER PERMITTING
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CONGRATULATIONS TO THE

Main Service Upgrades
Medium Voltage Up to 35KV
NCSCB Certified Splicing CALL (401) 739-6000
Emergency Generator Installations -

Marina Services & Dock Wiring www.kelectricinc.com

Sports Field & Street Lighting COMMERCIAL & INDUSTRIAL CONTRACTOR

Solar Farms Interconnect | Motor Control

Cangratulates the Bishop FHendricken Class of 2023/

NAICS Code #238210 | RI Electric Contractor License AC004856 | Rl General Contractors Registration GC 45033
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Demands of Philadelphia delegation cast pall on state

TALKING
POLITICS

STORY OF THE WEEK:
The floodgates opened last
week on the problematic
visit by two high-level state
Department of Administra-
tion officials to Philadelphia
in March. Attorney General
Peter Neronha sided with
media organizations, ruling
that an email outlining Scout
Ltd.’s view of what hap-
pened was a matter of pub-
lic interest. After staunchly
opposing the release of the
email, Gov. Dan McKee's
team abruptly shifted, pro-
viding the document to re-
porters. Everett Abitbol,
Scout’s director of develop-
ment, wrote that the Rhode
[slanders’ visit left him won-
dering “how to work with
people who are so blatantly
racist, sexist and unprofes-
sional.” David Patten, head
of the state property man-
agement division, is accused
of making sexually sugges-
tive remarks to a top Scout
official. According to Abit-
bol, Patten and Jim Thorsen,
director of the state DOA at
the time, were offensive and
imperious, allegedly mak-
ing various demands as nec-
essary to win $55 million in
state funding for the renova-
tion of the Cranston Street
Armory. Thorsen, who left
in April for a job with the
U.S. Treasury Department,
declined comment on the
email, citing an ongoing in-
vestigation. Patten was
placed on paid leave after
returning from Philadel-
phia, with his lawyer saying
his client was suffering from
acute stress. For now, Scout
- which did not get funding
in the state budget to re-
make the Cranston Street
Armory — remains interest-
ed in pursuing the project.
Gov. McKee has said little
publicly about the trip to
Philadelphia by Patten and
Thorsen, which, according
to Abitbol, “reflects incredi-
bly poorly on the state of
Rhode Island and their lead-
ership.”

REACTION: Here’s how
some elected officials re-
sponded to revelations
about the Philadelphia story,
via statements.

State Sen. Sam Bell (D-
Providence): “No public of-
ficial should extort items
such as alcohol, vegan
cheese, hand-blown glass, a
pair of sneakers, and a pri-
vate meal at a Michelin-
starred restaurant that had
to be opened specially for
the occasion .... We must al-
so consider the appearance
of impropriety. It sends the

wrong message if funding
for a project suddenly does
not appear when a vendor
chooses to report extortion
by an administration official
through the appropriate
channels. It is critical that
potential state contractors
know they will be treated
fairly. State contractors need
to know that they are not
breaking any unwritten
rules if they report extortion,
and they will not receive
any retaliation if they speak
up about impropriety.”

State Rep. Enrique San-
chez (D-Providence): “I
constantly hear it from our
neighborhood small busi-
nesses in Providence. Many
businesses run and staffed
by people of color experi-
ence racially insensitive
comments, and they don't
like it. Many women who
work in businesses across
our state report receiving
comments from men that
are not appropriate in a
workplace context. Some
businesses feel like they
have to give free favors to
powerful state officials, and
they don’t like it. The allega-
tions about how the McKee
administration treated
Scout, the state vendor for
the Cranston Street Armory
project, are exactly what is
wrong with the broken cul-
ture of business and politics
in our state.”

State Sen. Ana Quezada
(D-Providence): “The way
these officials behaved in
Philadelphia is disgusting
and once again calls into
question Gov. McKee's judg-
ment in selecting the top
people in his administra-
tion. I'm calling on Director
Patten to resign and the
McKee administration to re-
lease any and all communi-
cations with State staff and
officials about their decision
to cover up this situation.
Rhode Islanders deserve to
know what went on behind
closed doors that enabled
this to be withheld from the
public for so long. It's dis-
turbing that in 2023, crony-
ism and corruption are still
the image that Rhode Island
is showing to the rest of the
country. It hurts our reputa-
tion, our economy, and our
faith in government. Rhode
Islanders deserve leaders
who are transparent, honest,
and actually use their office
to serve the public good.”

State Rep. David Morales
(D-Providence), via Twitter:
“David Patten should re-
sign. He should NOT be re-
ceiving an annual salary of
$175,000 made up of tax-
payer dollars along with
benefits. Now just imagine if
a worker earning minimum
wage behaved like this,
they’d be fired immediately.

Gov. McKee: “While we
cannot provide specific com-
ments as the HR and RISP
investigations are ongoing,
the allegations regarding
Mr. Patten’s behavior, if
true, are disturbing, unac-
ceptable and unfitting of
anyone, especially an em-
ployee representing the state

and who expects to be em-
ployed by the state. This be-
havior prompted our Ad-
ministration to initiate and
request the investigations,
and we will have more to
say once the process comes
to a close.”

ELECTION INTEGRITY:
The Electronic Registration
Information Center, better
known as ERIC, is consid-
ered one of the best ways to
guard against voter fraud.
But after the Gateway Pun-
dit, which has promoted
conspiracy theories, began
writing about ERIC in Janu-
ary 2022, eight GOP-con-
trolled states have pulled
out of it. An investigation by
NPR’s Miles Parks found
that local “election integri-
ty” groups have played a
significant role in attempt-
ing to discredit ERIC. As I
reported in March, a Rhode
Island-based group con-
tends the state 2020 election
was marred by problems,
and it links with a host of
conspiracy theories.

MEDIA: The walkout by
workers at Gannett newspa-
pers this week underscored
concerns about cost-cutting
and diminished news cover-
age. Employees at the Provi-
dence Journal and other lo-
cal Gannett papers did not
walk out, although some
expressed solidarity. Al-
though 1997 might as well
be a million years ago in
media-years, insiders ex-
pressed concern back then
that selling the ProJo to Belo
would set off an inevitable
shrinking of the newsroom.
Cuts happened slowly at
first and then accelerated af-
ter Belo sold the paper in
2014. Suffice it to say that
this week’s labor action is a
long way from 1973, when a
13-day strike at the ProJo
ushered in decades of labor
peace and gave birth to the
Providence  Newspaper
Guild Follies as a way of
healing rifts. Most incredi-
bly, the late, great Jack
White, the father of WPRI-
TV’s Tim White, kept in his
pocket an eventual Pulitzer
winning story — about Rich-
ard Nixon cheating on taxes
— while participating in the
strike.

CAMPAIGN FINANCE:
A GOP-backed proposal --
to double, to $2,000, the
amount that can be contrib-
uted, per candidate, in a cal-
endar year - is sparking
sharp debate. Critics say this
will elevate the influence of
money in politics. But sup-
porters, including House
sponsor Rep. Brian C. New-
berry (R-North Smithfield),
say they would not support
the move if it further
strengthened the hand of the
Democrats who rule Smith
Hill. This bill should make
for a lively floor debate if it
hits the House floor this
week.

TAKES OF THE WEEK - a
mix of views from various

m Exemptions

(Continued from page 1)

100 percent disabled per SSA or the VA; a
Warwick resident for the past five years;
submit disability award letter from SSA or

ation set.

VA and submit income forms listing all

funds received by all occupants.

If a taxpayer has been receiving an ex-

emption — the most common is the senior

exemption for property owners who must

be 65 years old by Dec. 31, 2022 — they will
continue receiving that exemption, which
is $415.20 to be removed from their tax bill.
Those who have just turned 65 or haven’t
previously received the exemption should
apply at the assessor’s office in the Saw

Tooth Annex in Apponaug.

Prior to the elimination of the car tax,
taxpayers had the option of applying the
exemption to either their real estate or mo-
tor vehicle bill. At that time the exemption
was applied to the assessment. As the mo-
tor vehicle tax rate of $34.60 was higher
than the real estate tax, a majority of ex-
emptions were applied to motor vehicle

taxes.

Dupuis explained in establishing a set
dollar amount, rather than adjusting the
assessed valuation, the former $34.60 mo-

tor vehicle rate was used.

Overall, Dupuis said, the city issues
about 10,000 tax exemptions of which 7,700
are senior exemptions. The total property
value of the exemptions — not the tax reve-
nue the city would have otherwise received

— he put at $192 million.

Other personal real estate exemptions
and the amounts are: Veteran, $138.40; vet-
eran 100 percent disabled service connect-
ed, $346; paraplegic GI, $692; POW, $519;
Gold Star parent, $207.60; and Blind,

$622.80.

In addition, the city offers a circuit break-
er program providing a $600 to $1,000 de-
duction in real estate taxes that must be
annually applied for. To be eligible taxpay-

Exemptions of $1,000

The circuit breaker is designed to assist
low income property owners who might
otherwise not be able to pay their taxes and
face losing their properties for payment.
Dupuis feels eligibility should also consid-
er a taxpayer’s total assets, exclusive of

property value. As an example he cites a

homeowner who is living off Social Secu-
rity and meets the income eligibility re-
quirements, yet has sizeable savings and or
a portfolio of stocks and bonds.

The amount of the circuit breaker exemp-
tion is based on annual income. To be eli-
gible for the $1,000 exemption the taxpayer
can make not more than $18,016.The tax

credit drops from there to $600 for taxpay-

ers making no more than $27 023.
“This program is for people who can’t
afford it (taxes),” he said. He said there has

been some talk of a commission review of

exemptions, which could “clear up some of
these ambiguities.”

Dupuis notes that the tax revenues lost
by exemptions are “picked up by the rest of
the taxpayers” and that’s why he feels they

should be applied “to people who truly

need it.”

There is yet another exemption: a tax
freeze at the current assessment and tax
rate that is only available on a single-family
house or condominium. To qualify the

head of household must be 100 percent

ers must be 65 vears old by Dec. 31, 20220r

disabled or SSA or VA and unable to work
or 70 years old or older and have an annual
household income under $7,500 for a single
or $15,000 formarried couple.

Rhode Islanders.

Alan Krinsky, director of
research and fiscal policy
for the Economic Progress
Institute: “The proposed
budget going to the House
floor maintains funding for
many critical programs and
contains some important in-
vestments, including in af-
fordable housing and early
childhood education, yet
overall the budget lacks suf-
ficient bold, new invest-
ments in low-income and
modest-income Rhode Is-
landers. The budget lacks
even moderate proposals to
increase equity by improv-
ing Rhode Island Works
cash assistance or public
transportation programs.
New funding benefiting
low-income workers, which
are disproportionately
women and people of color,
includes a 1% increase in the
state Earned Income Tax
Credit to 16% of the federal
credit; this average annual
increase of $22.50 per work-
er still leaves us far behind
our New England neigh-
bors, with state credits rang-
ing from 25%-38% of the
federal credit. Looking at
the broader legislative pic-
ture, even popular measures
that have little or no impact
on the budget, like ending
predatory, payday lending
(Congress banned this for
the military 15 years ago) or
strengthening paid family
leave are having a hard time
getting committee votes. We
applaud leadership for in-
vesting $7 million in child
care programs and early ed-
ucators and not including
measures that would dis-
proportionately  benefit
those with the highest in-
comes and increase dispari-
ties like a sales tax or estate
tax cut. With federal pan-
demic aid and budget sur-
pluses coming to an end,
now is the time to plan
ahead for generating sus-
tainable revenue, by increas-
ing personal income taxes
on the top 1% which would
increase equity and tax fair-
ness.”

Filmmaker DANTE
BELLINI: “ ‘Sometimes, you
have to let go to get through.”
That is the line I wrote for
the poster about my new
short documentary “De-
mons & Dragons” -- Mark
Patinkin’s Cancer Journey.
And it is the seminal lesson
of Mark’s ordeal and my
film. When Mark was diag-
nosed with kidney cancer he
knew, intellectually, that he
had a fight on his hands. He
was not special. Cancer is an
insidious beast that affects
all of us. The patients, fami-
lies, caregivers, friends and
more. However, it was
Mark’s emotional and psy-
chological fight that turned
out to be the more brutal
battle. It was also why his
son Zachary fortified him
with the Dylan Thomas po-
em, “Do Not Go Gently into
That Good Night ...” .
“Rage, rage against the dy-
ing of the light.” Mark, like
many others, endured the
waiting, worrying, sleep-
lessness, the diagnosis, sur-
gery, the recovery, the nu-
merous follow-ups, and
then even more waiting,
more worrying and sudden-
ly a new finding. Meaning
more and new drugs and
the requisite scans. This was
his new reality, inside a
medical machine that is both
monstrous and necessary.
But as much as my film is
about

Mark’s cancer, and his
medical odyssey, it also is
not. It is about a man facing
his own mortality, and at
first shrinking into himself
and expecting to fall off ev-
ery cliff along his journey.
But he did not. He came to
realize that if he was to sur-
vive, physically, psychologi-
cally, and emotionally, he
had to let go of his death
grip -- on death. And focus
on life. Focus on his good
life, his great kids and fami-
ly and his fulfilling and im-
portant work. Believing that
he did indeed have the heart
and fortitude to make it
through. Cancer may win
some battles, but not every
battle. That is what my film
is about. A regular guy who
discovered that it is never
too late to change; and that
the resilience of the human
spirit is equal to the scars of
the fight.”

State Sen. Tiara Mack (D-
Providence): “This week,
AG Neronha and the state
Department of Health filed

one of the most important
complaints related to tenant
rights in recent RI memory,
against Pioneer Investment
and its landlord, Anurag Su-
reka. The majority of this
legislative session, I have fo-
cused on advancing tenants’
rights in our state and re-
leased a six-bill package of
Tenant Rights legislation.
Our landlord tenant laws
have not seen a major up-
grade since 1986 and have
serious enforcement gaps,
leaving many renting fami-
lies vulnerable to living in
inhabitable rental wunits.
While we have focused on
housing this session, led by
the House Speaker announc-
ing a 14-bill housing pack-
age back in March, only one
of those bills was geared to-
ward renters (banning rental
application fees). There are
over 159,000 renter house-
holds in our state and very
few know their rights as
renters or have the support
of state and municipal gov-
ernments when attempting
to hold their landlords ac-
countable. The AG's filing is
a beacon of hope for renters
and housing organizers and
provides us a solid founda-
tion for the next legislative
session agenda. Tenants and
tenant’ rights should be
happening in the same con-
versation as housing pro-
duction and we now have
local and national headlines
to support this work in the
future.”

JENNIFER HAWKINS,
president and executive di-
rector of One Neighbor-
hood Builders: “For those of
us who care passionately
that everyone deserves safe,
affordable, and stable hous-
ing, the 2024 budget should
be considered a win. While I
would have certainly liked
to have seen more funding
assigned to housing produc-
tion, it is commendable that
the speaker allocated $10
million above and beyond
the governor’s supplemen-
tal budget proposal. A bud-
get is a moral document and
by maintaining current sales
tax levels and making smart
investments in ‘upstream’
social determinants of health
-- such as quality housing --
Rhode Island is making a
statement. Now we must en-
sure these housing dollars
are spent on projects that
will truly serve our lowest
income neighbors, especial-
ly persons who are un-
housed, and it will be in-
cumbent upon Secretary

GOULIN STORAGE
STORAGE CONTAINERS FOR RENT

Pryor and the Housing De-
partment to quickly build a
process that accomplishes
that goal. A budget is clearly
also an economic document.
According to the recent
analysis ONE Neighbor-
hood Builders” commis-
sioned Faulkner Associates
to complete, we know that
Medicaid costs dropped
43% among RI Medicaid
members who had access to
our permanent supportive
housing compared with oth-
er Medicaid members who
remained in shelters. We
can’t let our foot off the gas
- let’s get resources out the
door and recognize the same
level of investment is re-
quired annually to move RI
out of this housing crisis.”

CITY HAUL: As part of
the process to remake the
comprehensive plan guid-
ing the future of Providence,
an open house will be held
Thursday, June 22. As plan-
ners know, the comp plan is
a big deal. More information
about the process can be
found here. “Providence is
uniquely positioned to grow
into a world class city that
people are excited to visit,
work in, and proud to call
home,” Mayor Brett Smiley
said in a statement. “It is
fundamentally important
the framework we develop
to grow our city over the
next ten years is guided by a
collaborative vision from
our community and stays
true to the qualities that
make Providence unique.”

EARLY VOTING: The RI
GOP is putting its support
behind ‘Bank the Vote,” a
national effort to counter
Democrats” advantage in
early voting. “To win in
2024, Republicans need to
beat the Democrats at their
own game,” tweeted state
Rep. Barbara Ann Fenton-
Fung (R-Cranston). “Pledge
to vote early and do your
part in retiring Joe Biden &
stopping the soft on crime
extreme left.”

ANSWER TO THIS
WEEK’S PUZZLE:
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or mobhile at your location
for a monthly rental fee.

Stationary at our Johnston location

401.837.0048 or 401.626-8737 e
VERY COMPETITIVE RATES, FAST, RELIABLE COURTEOUS SERVICE

JUNK REMOVAL and MORE!
10, 15, 20 & 30 yard containers placed at your location

Call for pricing and availability.
401.626.8737 or 401.837.0048

Call for our
pricing & incentive
programs
for long term use.

YARD DEBRIS,

! |
SR A

—DEBT RELIEF—

BE DEBT FREE
IN 24-48 MONTHS!

If you owe more than $10,000 in
credit card or other debt, see how
National Debt Relief can resolve your debt
for a fraction of what you owe.

Call today:
1-877-682-0401

@NATIONAL

32,000

‘REMINDER
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Advertise in our newspapers

and reach over

in Granston, Coventry, Johnston,
Warwick, West Greenwich & West Warwick
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for more information
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LEADING THE WAY: Pilgrim Prin
relatives of graduate Ja-Lyn Marley.
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m Pilgrim
(Continued from page 1)

proven to be relentless,” Taylor said. “I
have never seen a group of students over-
come this level of adversity to be now sit-
ting at graduation.”

Principal Toby Gibbons shared an anec-
dote in which one of the graduating seniors
told him, “I can’t believe this went so fast.”
He agreed with Taylor that this class under-
went unique challenges because of the na-
ture of virtual learning and countless unex-
pected transitions, responding with resil-
iency.

“You built a sense of pride in your school
and your class which we all desperately
needed as we tried to put the past three

Thursday, June 15, 2023

,,,,,

by Gibbons and faculty lead Pilgrim seniors at commencement exercises Wednes

years behind us while learning the lessons
from them,” Gibbons said. “You cultivated
and nurtured Pilgrim Pride and have set
the groundwork for future classes.”

School Committee Member Leah Hazel-
wood recalled that this class also has a
sense of humor. She said that the class
woke up at 6 a.m.to set up field games like
corn hole and spike ball in the teachers
parking lot. She urged the class to keep this
sense of humor, but to also be a “good
friend.”

Taylor advised his peers to live in the
moment and be the “ambassadors of empa-
thy and kindness.” “Stop worrying about
where you'll be in ten years, and focus on
where you are now and what you have ac-
complished to be here,” he added.

When introducing salutatorian Emily
Goldman, drama club director Richard

Denningham said Goldman is “exception-
al” and a “role model.” He directed her in 3
musicals and added that he “marveled at
her creativity, especially under pressure.”

Emily Goldman, salutatorian, agreed that
the day “marks a great accomplishment”
and that they’ve all made it through “every
other bane of an adolescent’s existence.”

She candidly discussed her own experi-
ences with mental health issues throughout
the year, saying that “often, it has felt like
simply surviving a school day was a noble
fight.”

Goldman expressed her “gratitude for
the community which supported me,” in-
cluding her teachers.

She said that “not the only one who has
been the recipient of the school’s kindness,”
adding that “compassion for others” is the
“essence of Pilgrim.”

-~ B |
day. At right, are some of the younger spectators,

“Keep the memory of this compassion
alive, and let it grow throughout your life,”
Goldman implored.

Many speakers recognized the late prin-
cipal Gerald Habershaw and the impact he
had upon this graduating class. Goldman
said that she was “floored by the support
shown despite the tragedy of the situa-
tion.”

Gibbons also recognized the impact of
Coach Michael Gaffney as a pillar in the
Warwick community.

Gibbons closed his remarks with the evo-
cation: “Once a patriot, always a patriot.”

Following tradition, grads moved their
cap tassels signaling they had graduated.
Next to come were parties, the summer and
a new chapter.

fffzf-‘tﬁrrf,,[rl_:r,: =

Elyse Acevedo Janelli Campos
Aiden Alpaio Alexa Canestrari
Jenna Altieri Mia Caprara
Aydan Amaral Gilberto Furlan
Jayden Amaral Timothy Carter
Krystopher Amaral Jillian Casey
Marco Amaral Erin Cassady
Tyler Amaral Kaleigh Catucci
Ryan Annunziata Elizabeth Cavanagh
Alexia Antonelli Mary Centracchio
Zoe Aquino Luis Cepeda
Grace Atwood Jaclyn Cerullo
Jezny Baez Sophia Chevian
Colby Barker Charles Clements
Michael Batchelor Grant Clifton
Aleighya Beachy Anthony Colon
Ciera Beaudoin Nectarios Constantinou
Michael Becker Christopher Cook
Rebecca Befumo Winter Corbin
Daniella Bernardo Luke Corcoran
Brian Berrios Jr. Tyler Cote
Makela Bessette Robert Court
Marion Bichsel Ethan Curtis
Haley Blair Hailey Dalomba
Graham Blakely Solange DaLuz
Litzy Blanco John Dean

Fiona Boisse Joshua Dean
Olivia Bordeleau Ryan Dean
Mathew Boullier Hannah DeFeo
Brooke Boyajian Daniel DeMello
Jordan Boyd Robert DeSantis
Jacob Brennan Ethan Diffley

Gillian Brown
Jenelle Brown

[}

TIME TO CELEBRATE: Emrha Lopes took pains to decorate her cap that special méanin

Pilgrim High School Class of 2023

Jacob Donovan
Riley Donovan

Serena Bryant Gabriel Doyle
Ian Bubar Charles Dreyer
Arianna Cabrera Alivia Duquette
Layla Camacho Cameron Erban

Talia Cameron

Vincent Campanella III

Breanna Campbell
Ariana Campos

Caitlyn Erban
Brian Esposito
Raymond Facente
Declan Faherty

Brandon Fairhurst
Ayomikun Falano
Serina Feliz
Kendall Fera
Michael Ferrazza
Jesse Ferreira
Kylie Figueiredo
James Figueroa
Hannah Finneran
Emma Fishlock
Maia Flynn
Bryanna Follett
Kiara Foster
Oscar Frazier
Joshua Freitas
Chloe French
Tyler Fuller
Jordan Garcia
Angelia Gareau
Camryn George
Ourania Georgitsis
Rachel Giard
Gavin Gillooly
Emily Goldman
Bailey Goodrich
Joshua Gordils
Ava Guerra
Marialis Guzman
Jarek Haley
Alexander Hang
Nathann Harker
Cassidy Hatch
Hailey Heal
Lucas Hemond
Diego Hill

Andy Ho

Kaitlyn Hooper
Sean Hoyle
Breeana Hynson
Kenneth Irizarry III
Princess Johnson
Sharday Johnson

Gillian Johnston
Paul Johnston Jr.
Deven Karpinski
Liam Kay

Eli Kearns

Aidan Kenney
Rowen Klyberg
Christian LaPorte
Emily Latorella
Colby Lavoie
Missy Lee

Joseph LeFrancois
Andrea Leighton
Rayna Lenartowick
Jayden Leon

Xiao Ke Lin
Hailey Link
Mason Link
Emma Lopes
Jenna Lucia

Jamie Lymburner
Nicholas Lynch
Makya Madden
Kailyn Manson
Eliana Marines
Ja-Lynn Marley
Kelsie Martin
Marisa Martini
Nickolas Marzagao

Robert McGuirk Pucino

Alexa McHugh
Zachary McMillan
Mia McNally

Madison McQueeney

Tyler Meade

Faith Meade

Alyssa Moffat
Samantha Moffat
Mina Monroe
Alexis Montgomery
Devin Morris

Ryan Motta

i & Ts i :..""’4"_:1“:_ B -
g to her while some of her peers express their unrestrained exuberance

Emily Newton
Elizabeth Nguyen
Wendi Palmer
Benjamin Passarelli
Ninna Paye
Salvatore Petrillo
Ethan Pezzullo
Jolina Phin

John Pine
Alexander Pinheiro
Cailin Pinto

Lucas Pirraglia
Jarred Plante
Reese Prando
Emma Prest
Lanya Preston
Isaiah Price
Gianna Ramos
Keira Ramsden
Noah Ramsey
Sara Rega

Alexia Resendes
Abigail Ricci

Julie Riccio
Kenyatta Richards
Saleen Ritchie
Lawrence Robinson
Jadan Rodas
Nikolai Rotondo
Yostin Roy
Jonathon Russo
Aline Saab

Edwin Samayoa Juarez

Isaiah Santa Cruz
Alex Santizo
Matthew Santos

Richard Santos-Davis

Ameli Savinon
Kiara Scanlon
Ava Schobel
Katana Sen
Katie Shaheen

Isabella Silva
Cheyenne Sisson
Jack Skinner
Janessa Snead
Emma Spolidoro
Olivia Stahowiak
Abigail Steinhilber
Dasani Stewart
Dylan Stewart
Sophia Stogner
Gianna Succi
Connor Sutcliffe
Miles Swanson
Madison Tatarian
Jessica Taul
Griffin Taylor
Abbagail Terranova
Eileen Then
Carissa Tillinghast
Ashley Trudell
Alyssa Twomey
Robert Vale Jr.
Brady VanLuinen
Ana Viguera Gonzalez
Timothy Vongsena
Ethan Walaska
Elizabeth Welch
Arianna Welk
Sarah Whelan
Melodey Wickwire
Augustus Wolfe
Kyle Wood

Mark Woods
Madison Wrench
Ekin Xiong

Brady Zabawar
David Zarlenga Jr.

TAY. CONNECTED
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Honoring the sacrifices made
for freedom and freedom itself

polarized political climate like the
emotional impact of an Honor
Flight.

Since 2012, the Rhode Island Fire Chiefs
Honor Flight Hub, in collaboration with
the National Honor Flight Network and its
many dedicated volunteers and donors,
have embarked on 27 Honor Flights, ferry-
ing thousands of veterans to Washington
D.C. for a chance at a reflective and mean-
ingful moment in the capital of the nation
they vowed to protect and serve.

Anyone who has seen or participated in
an honor flight understands the impor-
tance of these events, and how increasingly
important they become as veterans of our
nation’s wars age (particularly our local
World War 2 veterans) and become less
able to travel without assistance from such
groups.

Former Providence Fire Chief George
Farrell, who started the first honor flight in
Rhode Island over a decade ago, has put in
untold numbers of hours to safely trans-
port these men and women. And he prom-
ises that the upcoming flight will hold an
additional importance.

Rhode Island Honor Flight number 28,
named “Freedom,” will take place on Mon-
day, June 19, as opposed to past flights
which have traditionally been held on a
Saturday. As of 2021, June 19 has been de-

LETTERS

Few things can cut through today’s

clared a federal holiday, “Juneteenth”, that
commemorates the final emancipation of
enslaved peoples of color in America in
1865.

It can be easy to forget in a modern
world that in the not-so-distant past, mil-
lions of men, women and children were
held in bondage and treated as property
within a country whose very foundational
document proclaimed that all people were
created equal and entitled to certain rights.
It can also be easily forgotten that thou-
sands of minority American citizens —
from those who fought in the Revolution as
freed slaves, to those who helped liberate
Europe from the tyrannies of World War II
— have served this country and fought for
its ideals despite not enjoying the equal
treatment or protections of their white al-
lies who they fought alongside.

With Honor Flight Freedom, there can at
least be some pride in the fact that we have
progressed as a nation and as a people,
where we honor the sacrifice of our bravest
individuals, notwithstanding their gender,
race, ethnicity, or religion. Twenty minority
veterans will join in the flight to D.C.,
where a contingent of the RI Professional
Fire Fighters Pipes and Drums will follow
them on their journey to memorials and
Arlington National Cemetery, reflecting on
what true American patriotism looks like.

Netflix piece lived up to its review

and stumbled across that

To the Editor,

I've enjoyed Mr. Fowler's
reviews over the years,
even if it was for a film or
local play I wouldn't nor-
mally see (and on rare occa-
sion went to see because of
the review).

One surprise, and odd
coincidence was his recent
review of an item from that
vast sea of streaming choic-
es-Netflix's Queen Cleopa-
tra 'miniseries’.

My wife & I had been
looking for something dif-
ferent just the week before

piece. For the next 3 hours,
we sat enthralled watching
it. I agree with the review, it
was an excellent piece!

Thank you!
Dale Miller

Father's Day wishes

Dear Dad,

I'm sharing this poem with the commu-
nity to brag a little bit about our relation-
ship. Having you as a father has been a gift
that goes beyond words.

Soren Kierkegaard once asserted that
“Life is lived forwards and understood
backwards”. Isn’t that so true when we try
to explain the influence parents (and care-
givers) have on shaping our lives? I am still
learning about your patience, love and un-
derstanding to this day. The poems Dad’s
Home and Autumn’s Coffee try to explain
the ever-changing relationship between
parents and their kids. No matter the time,
place, or situation, you will continue influ-
encing me.

So, here’s to all the dads, as well as those

BW ARWICK
EACON
1944 Warwick Avenue, Ste. 4

Warwick, RI 02889
(401) 732-3100

4‘7

The Warwick Beacon is commiitted to accura-
cy, honesty, fair play and the well-being of our
community. Those are the standards to which
we hold ourselves and by which we ask you to
judge us. If you think we have failed to meet
them, we want you to tell us. Please address
your concemns to the Editor or Publisher,
Warwick Beacon, 1944 Warwick Ave. Ste. 4,
Warwick, RI 02889; call (401) 732-3100.

Publisher

John I. Howell, Jr.—
JohnH@rhodybeat.com

Advertising Director
Donna Zarrella—
DonnaZ@rhodybeat.com

Sports Editor
Alex Sponseller-AlexS@rhodybeat.com

Classified Advertising
Ida Zecco-Classifieds@rhodybeat.com

Production Manager
Lisa Bourque Yuettner—
LisaB@rhodybeat.com

Production Staff
Monique Rice-MoR@rhodybeat.com

Advertising
Representatives
Linda Nadeau-LindaN@rhodybeat.com
Suzanne Wendoloski-
SuzanneW@rhodybeat.com

Spotlight Profile Writer
Jennifer Coates—
JenniferC@rhodybeat.com

Circulation
Leslie Paz

Credit Manager
Lynne Taylor

Bookkeeping
Leslie Paz

parents and caregivers who love their chil-
dren. My wish is that everyone is as lucky
as I am. For those who have lost a father
my thoughts and prayers are with you on
this special day. Happy Father’s Day dad.
I'love you. Your son, Bob.

PS. Presently my dad is deep into his
91st year and recovering from a stroke. His
mind is keen, spirit willing, and body
working on getting better. Some of his
fondest memories came from doing Karate
Workshops for local kids (many from EG).
He also served as the Grand Marshall for a
Veteran’s Day Parade here in Town. Like
your dad he is special in many ways.

-Bob Houghtaling

Dad’s Home
By Bob Houghtaling

I saw him leave each morning
Through this child’s eyes
Unaware of his destination
At the early morning rise
Food was always on the table
My bedroom nice and warm

Somehow work at a paint shoppe

Kept us from the storm

A quick evening’s dinner
Then off he’d go once more
Returning late in darkness
From doing extra chores
Little did I understand
What the young man did
As long as I got to play
And act just like a kid

As if by a miracle
My youthful needs were met

Baseball games and dental visits

Came from my father’s sweat
I saw him leave each morning
Through this child’s eyes

And because of his many efforts

I've enjoyed the brightest skies

SEE THAT? THEY DID FIND
A PLACE FOR THOSE NEW
RARRINGTON SIGN,

HER FIRST PARADE: Sophie Crofter was outfitted with ear protection as she watches
the Gaspee Days parade. Her parents, Asa and her mother, Emily, daughter of Bart
Angelo, had front row seats to the event. (Warwick Beacon photo)

This Side

by
JOHN
HoweLL

“We have a seat for
you,” said a voice point-
ing to two lawn chairs on
the curb of Narragansett
Parkway a stone’s throw
from Spring Green Drive
where the Gaspee Days
Parade has stepped off for
more than 40 years. The
invitation caught me by
surprise for several rea-
sons. First was that there
were two empty seats at
such a prime location
with people standing two
and five deep behind
them. Then it was the
couple who made the in-
vitation, Marilyn and Ber-
nie Kilcline who I haven't
since last year’s parade if
not longer. And finally, it
was the thought of being
a parade spectator rather
than the reporter and
photographer, although I
could do that from a lawn
chair, too.

“T'll be back,” I said fol-
lowing the line of march
in pursuit of capturing
images of the event that
has become as much a
celebration of community
as it is the commemora-
tion of an act of defiance
of the British Crown 251
years ago. As we ap-
proach the 250th anniver-
sary of our nation’s birth
it amazes me that more
attention hasn’t focused
on the events that took
place on June 9th, 1772 off
Namquid Point, Warwick.

On Friday night, I found
myself telling the Burning
of the Gaspee story while
visiting my sister in Shell-
boure, MA. The neigh-
boring couple stopped
over for rhubarb pie, and
when I said I would be
leaving early the next
morning in order to get to
the parade, they had no
idea what I was talking
about when I brought up
the Gaspee affair. As I was
finished telling the tale,

they agreed the Boston
Tea Party couldn’t hold a
candle to — pun intended
— to the Gaspee, yet the
tea party is indelibly
etched in history as a de-
fining moment leading to
insurrection.

Locally, the Gaspee
Days Committee has
planned so many events
over the course of three
weeks that’s it’s impossi-
ble to ignore the historic
event. Everything is Gas-
pee, even the beers from
Rhode Island breweries
that come up with such
brews as Hannah’s Re-
venge. I'm waiting for the
Governor Francis Inn to
come up with the Gaspee
burger with a slice of Eng-
lish Stilton cheese and the
meat singed black.

I make a point of arriv-
ing at Spring Green at
least a half hour before
Ron Barnes gave the com-
mand and the Pawtuxet
Rangers, which those un-
familiar with the local mi-
litia would mistake for
Brits in their red woolen
uniforms , raise their
muskets to give the open-
ing shot of the parade.

“1 followed you on
Route 146,” said Ben
Craig from Jack Reed’s of-
fice who was coming from
Woonsocket. Realizing
my Beacon license plate
was a dead giveaway, I
explained I was driving
back from western Mass.
After all why else would I
be on Route 146 at 8:50
Saturday morning?

We’'re that closely knit.

I felt a tap on my shoul-
der. It was Sheldon White-
house. “Happy Gaspee
Days,” we exchanged be-
fore talking about boats.
The senator owns a classic
Herreshoff S boat that
was the hot bay racing
sailboat to the advent of
fiberglass. He’s been out
on the water this season. I
expressed my envy. He
extended an invitation.
We hadn’t said a word
about what’s happening
in Washington or on the
political scene nationally
or locally as the custom at
press conferences and an-

nouncements.
Photo  opportunities
abounded - co-parade

grand marshals former
Congressmen James Lan-
gevin and David Cicillini
draped with their ribbons,

Tracy Sorrell with her cor-
gi Cadbury dressed as a
Pawtuxet Ranger and an
enraged Gaspee Days
Committee veteran and
arade organizer, Mark
Russell, when two trucks
towing floats drove
through the lineup to find
their position. Foremost
for Mark was the safety of
spectators and parade
participants and then
how the drivers had aban-
doned instructions and
how they would turn
around. He wasn’t happy.
It was an insight to the
planning that goes into
each of the Gaspee events.

Usually I walk a portion
of the parade route recog-
nizing from year to year
the same people, waving
a hello or exchanging bits
of news before moving
on. This year I took my
time. Just as I expected, I
found (rather I couldn’t
miss) Marsha Beagan
dressed in an American
flag and waving an Amer-
ican. She darted from the
curb to greet me as she
did for just about every-
one else. Her efferves-
cence is contagious.

Close by I spotted Bart
Angelo with an empty
chair beside him. He
waved me to sit down. I
soon learned why he wore
a broad smile. He wasn't
at work.

For years I've bought
my tires from Bart at Sul-
livan Tire. He recently re-
tired after 29 years and is
enjoying it.

"I get to have breakfast
when I want,” he said. We
talked about Conimicut
and changes we've wit-
nessed. I got to meet his
daughter and grand-
daughter whose chair 1
was probably sitting in.
That’s not the kind of
thing that happened in
years past when I was
constantly on the move.
It added a dimension to
the parade I hadn’t
thought about, the con-
nections between specta-
tors and how the event is
a reunion. Indeed, the pa-
rade brings together
strangers and makes for
new friends.

Having joined Bart and
the Kilclines for a seat,
maybe it’s time for me to
bring a lawn chair to the
parade, too.
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brothers and attended URI for busi-
ness finance. He met his wife Tracey
while working at Old Stone Bank, and
they hit it off. Tracey said her husband
has only missed two Gaspee Days
parades in his life.

“He’s been doing this his entire life,
enjoying Gaspee, ever since he was
very small,” Tracey Miller said. “So
for him to be involved in Gaspee is
not surprising at all. He just loves it.
He loves the people. He loves the
events.”

Steve said his daughter, Amanda, is
the main reason why he joined the
committee. He said she was always
interested in history, so when she had
to do a project in high school about a
local historic event, he thought the
Gaspee Day Committee was the best
place to turn.

“She and I went to the meeting, she
did her project and here I am 13 years
later,” Steve added.

Steve said that his other daughter,
Katie, has also been involved in the
Gaspee Days celebrations, hosting the
parade one year. He stuck around be-
cause he found such a great commu-
nity.

“The people are amazing. I've made
so many new friends from the com-
mittee, and everyone is just so friend-
ly. It's a very community-oriented
group. Everybody is working towards
the same goal.”

After a few years getting acclimat-
ed, Steve served as treasurer. He held
the post for five years. He was then
appointed second vice president,
which he described as the unspoken
succession plan for president. After
serving in that position for two years,
then first vice president for two years,
he was elected president.

Steve a lot more preparation goes
into planning Gaspee Days festivities
than most would realize. The commit-
tee meets monthly starting in Septem-
ber to determine which members will
fill each role, and the frequency of
meetings increases closer to the event,
with meetings twice a month in April,
May and June. The president has the
highest and most consistent commit-
ment level throughout the year, to
which his wife said that “his partici-
pation is 1000%.”

“He always goes above and beyond
and he’s fully dedicated right up until
the end,” Tracey said.

Erin Flynn, a board member with
the Gaspee Days Committee, called
Steve an awesome volunteer. “His
leadership style is kind and encourag-
ing and he and his family are dedi-
cated volunteers. We're very thank-

Thursday, June 15, 2023

READY FOR A BLAZE: Gaspee Days parade chair Janel Russell accom-
panied Warwick harbormasters as they set off Sunday to set fire to the Gas-
pee in Pawtuxet Cove. She forgot to bring matches, but the harbormasters

had flares. (Cranston Herald photo)

ful.”

Miller said that it couldn’t be done
without the help of countless “Gaspee
elves.”

“They kind of come out of nowhere,
and they’re there to help,” he said.

The committee’s annual budget is
$200,000, $60,000 of which goes to-
wards the parade or what Steve de-
scribes as the “culmination of every-
thing.” A lot of the events are fund-
raisers, like the road race, arts and
craft festival and the block party

The parade is his favorite part of the
festivities. “We try to mix it up a little
bit and try to do a couple of new
things every year if we can. It’s al-
ways fun to see who’s at the parade
that we’ve never seen before and old
friends who have been in the parade
for years and years.”

Throughout his tenure as president,
Steve said he’s learned not to “sweat
the small stuff.”

“There’s a lot of things that pop up
and they can get frustrating,” Steve
said.

Steve was president during the
250th anniversary of the burning of
the Gaspee, which he described as
“more complicated than normal.”

“It multiplied the amount of work
that needed to be done,” Tracey re-
called. “It was a crazy time. A lot of

phone calls. A lot of working into new
groups and making sure that every-
thing was done correctly. It was defi-
nitely a lot of work, but it all got done
somehow, some way.”

Flynn said that the Gaspee Days
parade in 2022 was the first festivity
with the Rhode Island Semiquincen-
tennial (250th) Commission and con-
sequently included a float on their
behalf. She said they more or less
“have a process” for planning the pa-
rade and other events, so it was a
manageable workload.

Even when his term ends, Miller
plans to follow the trend of past post-
presidents and remain a dedicated
member. For example, Steve and Trac-
ey Miller have hosted the block party
for 8 years, and Tracey said they “still
have a couple years left.”

There are yet two more events to
this year’s celebration that were post-
poned because of windy and raw
weather on June 3. This Saturday the
Symphony in the Park will be held
from 5 to 8 followed at 9 by fireworks
at Salter Grove.

Steve summed up his experience as
president in two sentences: “It’s in-
sane. It's so much fun.”

Toll Gate High School Class of 2023

Naomi Abair Cameron Dewolf Jonathan Leonard Devyn Robbins
Roman Abatiello Brooke Kathryn DiBenedetto Emily Paige Levasseur Cian McCabe Roberts
Brayden Riley Adler-Maranhao Lily Marie Dickinson Sincere P. Luong-Sirimanotham Patyon Robinson
Chloe Aguiar Lily Marie Dobish Amelia Lynch Matheus Rodrigues Braga
Diego Ivan Alarcon Calvo Shaelin Grace Donovan Karlie Lynch Brandon James Rooney
Jaiden Alba Liam Breheny Doughty Mariah Lyons Thaiza Rosa Ferreira
Raegan Jade Allen Jacob Duquet Brady Robert Maccarone Dylan Salois
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Brydie Handfield
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Madison Ann Holroyd
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Tyler Hunter

Simaa Ibrahim
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Alex Orange
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Dylan D. Penney
Sydnee Rae Perreault
Anthony Raymond Perry
Luke C. Petrarca

Jacob M. Pickering
Benjamin James Pimental
Gabrielle Pisano
Abigail Helen Polo
Ethan Poole

James Powers

Ashley Price

Allison Quinn
Samantha Quinn
Genaro Ramirez

Noah Joseph Ramm
Hailey Madison Randall
Elijah Regan

Tonathan Reuvert

Lucas Szewczyk
Joseph Taber

Xavier Anthony Tate
Jaydin David Tevyaw
Kaelyn Elizabeth Tevyaw
Baxter Tietze

Benjamin Tietze

Jared Tillman

Jordan G. Tomar
Andrew Torres

Isaiah Townes

Devyn James Turner
Noah Twitchell
Andrew Valdez Estrella
Jacob Vann

Isaac Vargas-Morales
Christian Venticinque
Vanessa Lyn Vespia
Leonaldo Victor

Mya Rhiannon Vincent
Vito Vinciguerra
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Thomas M. Williams
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LEGAL NOTICES

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE
NOTICE
TRANSFER OF LICENSE

APPLICATION FOR A TRANSFER
OF A RETAILER'S BEVERAGE LI-
CENSE CLASS BV TO KEEP AND
SELL INTOXICATING BEVERAGES
UNDER THE PROVISIONS OF TITLE
3 OF THE R.l. GENERAL LAWS OF
1956, AS AMENDED, HAS BEEN RE-
CEIVED AT THIS OFFICE AS FOL-
LOWS:

FROM: Mizu Warwick Inc
DBA: Mizu
2276 Warwick Ave
Warwick, Rl 02889

TO: New Mizu Japanese
Steak House Inc.
DBA: Mizu Japanese Steak
House Sushi Bar & Bar
2276 Warwick Ave
Warwick, RI 02889

THE MEETING WILL BE HELD IN
THE BOARD OF PUBLIC SAFETY
ROOM 2nd Floor, WARWICK PO-
LICE DEPARTMENT, 99 VETERANS
MEMORIAL DR., WARWICK, R.I., on
Monday, July 10 , 2023 6:00PM AT
WHICH TIME AND PLACE PERSONS
REMONSTRATING AGAINST THE
GRANTING OF THIS APPLICATION
MAY BE HEARD. REMONSTRANCES
MUST BE FILED ON OR BEFORE
THIS DATE OF HEARING

BOARD OF PUBLIC SAFETY
James Paolucci, Clerk

INDIVIDUALS REQUESTING  IN-
TERPRETER SERVICES FOR THE
HEARING IMPAIRED MUST NOTIFY
THE OFFICE OF PUBLIC SAFETY AT
468-4217, OR TDD AT 739-9150 AT
LEAST 72 HOURS IN ADVANCE OF
THE MEETING DATE.

6/15, 6/22/23

WARWICK MfSRstip )

Asbury United
Methodist Church
143 Ann Mary Brown Drive
Rev. Yohan Go
467-5122
Worship Servicr 9:30am
Sunday School at 9:30am
ashuryumeri.org

Baha’i Faith
Warwick Community
Call for meeting information
800-228-6483

Buttonwoods Bible Chapel
311 Buttonwoods Avenew
401-823-7803
or 508-579-7384

Christ Church
1025 Main St., E.G.
(corner Post & Cedar)
884-8632
www.christchurchec.org

Church of The Apostles
Anglican Church in
North America
170 Fairview Ave.
Coventry, RI 02816
821-7609
Sunday Worship 9 a.m.
www.apostlesri.org

Church of The
Transfiguration
1665 Broad Street

461-3142
Sunday 10 a.m.
Holy Eucharist

Community of Christ
Church
292 West Shore Road
Rev. Nancy L. Cornish
Rev. Peter M. Latham
738-0342

Concordia Center
for Spiritual Living
292 West Shore Rd.
Rev. Alan Vukas
732-1552

Eckankar Center
2914 Post Road, Unit #3
Path of Spiritual Freedom

Light & Sound Services
1st & 3rd Sundays 10 AM
Pastor Mark Lopotoski
738-4727
www.eckankar-ri.org

Faith Baptist Church
765 Commonwealth Ave.
Pastor Matt Vandeleest
738-7664
faithbaptistri.org
Sunday 9:30am & 11:00am

Faith Family Chapel
205 Hallene Rd. (Unit 103)
Pastor Brian Regan
681-4690
www.faithfamilychapel.org

First Congregational
Church of Warwick, UCC
715 Oakland Beach Avenue

Pastor Michael Ashe
738-3377
feowri.org

Friendship Baptist
Church
2945 West Shore Road
Pastor Kaleb Hall
738-4392
friendshipri.com

Greenwood Community
Church, Presbyterian
805 Main Avenue
Rev. Dr. Stephen L. Clark
737-1230
WWW.gCccp.org

Lakewood Baptist
Church
255 Atlantic Avenue
Pastor Ron Provencal
781-1136
Sunday Worship 10am
wwwiacebook.com/ LBCWarwick.

Living Faith
Christian Church
1201 Greenwich Avenue
739-2444
www.LivingFaithRl.org

Narragansett Bay
Baptist Church
1642 West Shore Road
Pastor Dru Merrill
738-0600
nbberi.org

Norwood Baptist Church
48 Budlong Avenue
Rev. George Barclay

941-7040

Pilgrim Lutheran
Church
1817 Warwick Avenue
Pastor Maria Hammons
739-2937
www.pilgrimlutheranri.org

Saint Barnabas
Episcopal Church
3257 Post Road
Rev. Scott R. Lee
737-4141
8:00 & 10:00 Holy Eucharist
www.stbarnabaswarwick.org

Saint Mark’s
Episcopal Church
111 West Shore Road
737-3127
Saturday - 5:00 pm
Sunday - 9:00 am
www.stmarkswarwick.com

Saint Paul Evangelical
Lutheran Church
389 Greenwich Avenue
Rev. Hayley Bang
737-6758
stpaulwarwick.org

Saint Timothy Church
1799 Warwick Avenue
739-9552

Saints Rose & Clement
Church
111 Long Street
739-0212
Masses: Saturday 4 pm
Sundays 8 am & 10:30 am

South Pointe
Christian Church
200 Pettaconsett Ave.
821-9800
Worship Services 9am &10:30am
with Kids Programming for both
for Birth-4th grade

Spring Green
Memorial Church
1350 Warwick Avenue
463-8328
Sunday Worship 10:30 am
Rev. Shelton Rucker, Jr.
https:/ /sgmeri.wordpress.com/

Trinity Church
139 Ocean Ave., Pawtuxet
Cranston, Rl 02905
8 am & 10 am
10 am is live-streamed on
facebook @trinitypawtuxet
941-4324
http://www.trinitycranston.org/

Warwick Hope
Assembly of God
425 Sandy Lane
Pastor Matthew Mclintosh
732-0634
Sunday Service 9:30 am.
Bible Study Wed. 7 pm

Warwick Central
Baptist Church
3270 Post Road

Pastor Sam Chesser

739-2828
wehc01@verizon.net
Service Sundays at 10:15 AM

Warwick Christian
Fellowship
358 Warwick Neck Avenue
Pastor Steve Reickett
739-26606

Westminster
Unitarian Church
119 Kenyon Ave., E.G.
401-884-5933
Sunday Services 9 & 11 am
Summer Service 10am 6/24

Woodbury Union
Church, Presbyterian
58 Beach Avenue
Rev. T. J. DeMarco, Pastor
737-8232
WoodburyChurchRl@gmail.com

To include your
House of Worship
in this listing,
please contact
Ida at 732-3100




Anita M. Davis

Anita M. (Wrobel) Davis,
83, passed away Sunday,
June 11, 2023 at the Kent
Hospital in Warwick. She
was the wife of the late Lt.
Col. Richard L. Senecal Sr.
and Richard E. Davis. Born
in Cranston, she was the
daughter of the late Albert
and Theresa (Brochu) Wro-
bel. Anita was the loving
mother of Richard L. Sene-
cal, Jr, Suzanne M. Skory
(John), Michael G. Senecal
(Wendy), Valerie A. Vadnais
(George), Robert L. Senecal, Deborah A. Franks (Mike),
Dawn M. Costa, Desiree M. Driscoll (Paul), and Jean Paul
Senecal (Donna). She is also survived by 17 loving grand-
children and 12 great-grandchildren.

Her funeral will be private at the convenience of the fam-
ily. For information and condolences visit www.TheQuinn-
FuneralHome.com

John Anthony Merolla

John Anthony Merolla,
85, of Warwick, passed
away on Sunday, June 11,
2023 at home surrounded
by his loving family. He
was the devoted husband
of Elaine Anne (McKeever)
Merolla. Born in Provi-
dence, he was the son of the
late John and Olympia

(Narducci) Merolla.
John was a graduate of
Mount Pleasant High

School in Providence. He
received his Bachelor’s De-
gree from the University of Rhode Island and his Master’s
Degree from Providence College. During his studies he
played both high school and college football as a center.
While attending both High School and College John proud-
ly served in the Rhode Island Army National Guard.

After college John went on to teach in several locations to
include Central Falls High School (1961), Johnston High
School (1963), Providence Temple Street School (1968) and
Providence Pleasant View School (1971). John was one of
the first teachers hired for the newly opened Pleasant View
School where he established the Adapted Physical Educa-
tion Program for children. John retired from teaching in
1999 with 38 years of service.

In addition to teaching John coached High School Foot-
ball from 1961 to 2008. Serving as an Assistant Coach at
Hendricken High School, Head Coach at Johnston High
School and Assistant Coach Central High School. In 1987
John was appointed as the Head Coach for Mount Pleasant
High School where he remained until his retirement in 2008.

Of all Johns football victories, he is most recognized and
appreciated by his peers for his off-field victory in the court
case Merolla vs City of Providence; Providence School De-
partment; Providence School Board; Employees Retirement
Board of Rhode Island. The court ruled in John’s favor and
ordered school systems across the State of Rhode Island to
reappoint experienced High School coaches after they had
been unjustly removed for 2 seasons.

Alongside his wife Elaine, he is survived by his beloved
children, Evangeline M. LaPlant (Robert) of Warwick,
Elaine M. May (Michael) of Warwick, Kyle M. Merolla (Jo-
vanna) of Holland, MA, Katie-lyn J. Merolla of Warwick,
and Meghan J. Sheffield (Hiram) of West Greenwich, and
his cherished grandchildren, David, John, Emily, Aidan,
Zoe, Seamus, and Penelope. He was the brother of the late
Amedeo Merolla (Norma).

John was known by all to be a generous, kindhearted man
who genuinely made everyone feel valued and welcome
while in his company. As a lifelong Rhode Islander it was
often said that there was not a place that he could go where
he wouldn’t run into a familiar face or strike up a conversa-
tion with a stranger only to find a common connection from
his past. He valued his time with his family to the fullest
and spent time fishing, boating, golfing, and skiing with his
children and grandchildren.

Visitation will be held at the Funeral Home on Thursday,
June 15, 2023 from 4:00PM-8:00PM.

Relatives and friends are invited to attend his Funeral on
Friday, June 16, 2023 at 8:45AM at THE URQUHART-MUR-
PHY FUNERAL HOME, 800 Greenwich Avenue, Warwick
with a Mass of Christian Burial to be celebrated at 10:00AM
at St. Gregory the Great Church, 360 Cowesett Rd. Warwick.
Interment will follow at St. Joseph Cemetery, West Green-
wich.

In lieu of flowers, memorial donations may be made in
his memory to: St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital, 501
St. Jude Place, Memphis, TN 38105.

www.murphyfuneralhomes.org

Marissa “Rissapee” | [BIRTHDAY REMEMBRANCE
Napolitano | |PEGGY KEENAN
FIFTH ANNIVERSARY

June 17

JUNE 8, 2018

Your presence we miss,
your memories we treasure,
loving you always, .
forgetting you never. Loved & Truly Missed
Love Always, Us ]d}’

tradition

As the tradition, Pawtuxet Memorial Park paid tribute to
veterans with its avenues of flags , each bearing the name
of a deceased veteran buried in the cemetery on Harrison
Avenue. Weather could not have been more cooperative
offering visitors a peaceful and reflective experience
shared by family of the deceased and visitors. Fran Rowell
stopped to pay tribute to her mother’s sister and her hus-
band, Nellie and Joe Ziminski. Joe was an Army veteran
who served in WWII in Europe. He died in 1983. (War-
wick Beacon photos)

OBITUARIES

James Raymond Callary

James Raymond Callary,
age 92, of Warwick, Rhode
Island passed away on Sun-
day, June 11, 2023 at the
Kent Regency. Born in Paw-
tucket he was the son of the
late George and Marion (
Burke ) Callary.

Mr. Callary was a bus
driver for RIPTA for over 30
years before his official re-
tirement in 1992. He had
previously managed the
former Louttit Laundry,
which at one time was the
largest laundry business in Rhode Island.

James served his country honorable in the United States
Army during the Korean Conflict. He was also a member of
the Amalgamated Transit Union.

Mr. Callary is survived by his nieces, Karen J. Horrigan
and her husband John, Joan M. Apostolico and her husband
Domenic and Jean E. McCormick. His great nieces and
nephews, Christopher Fanning, Jessica Fanning, John Hor-
rigan, Kelley Horrigan, Richard McCormick and his great
great niece Kyleigh Jaques.

A Mass of Christian Burial will be celebrated Friday June
16, 2023 at 10:00 am in St. Timothy Church, 1799 Warwick
Avenue, Warwick. Burial with full military honors will fol-
low in Mt. St. Mary Cemetery, Pawtucket.

Family and friends may call Thursday June 15, 2023 in the
Russell J. Boyle and Son Funeral Home, 142 Centerville
Road, Warwick from 4:00-7:00 pm.

In lieu of flowers, donations in Mr. Callary’s memory
should be made to DAV, www.dav.org/donate

Richard E. Fuller

Richard E. Fuller, age 87,
of Warwick, passed away
Monday, June 12, 2023,
peacefully and surrounded
by his loving family. He was
the beloved husband of Lil-
lian J. (Lawton) Fuller, to
whom he shared 53 years of
marriage.

Born in Providence, he
was the son of the late Ray
Fuller and Sylvia (Warwick)
Bray. A life-long resident of
Warwick, he served in the
US Army before becoming a
Jewelry Tool Maker with Uncas Manufacturing for many
years prior to his retirement.

Richard was a master of all trades and spent much of his
time after retirement landscaping, gardening and doing odd
jobs. He was a collector of many things, especially his base-
ball caps. He enjoyed life to its fullest, and was often the silli-
est one in the room. When spending time with his family and
friends he was known to pull a prank or two. On weekdays
you could find him at the donut shop with his plain donut
sharing some laughs with his buddies, and on weekends you
could often catch him in a cowboy hat dancing with his wife
at the local VFW. Boy could they dance circles around the
other couples.

Besides his wife, he is survived by his children, Richard
Fuller Jr with his wife Jessica, and Elaine Grady with her
husband Scott, both of Warwick; five siblings, John Fuller,
Robert “Bob” Fuller, Edgar “Ted” Fuller, Rae “Laurie” Low,
and Murry Fuller; Seven grandchildren; and Four great-
grandchildren.

Visitation will be held on Friday, June 16,2023 from 5:00pm-
8:00pm. A Celebration of Life will be held on Saturday, June
17,2023 at 11:00am at the Thomas and Walter Quinn Funeral
Home followed by a burial in Pawtuxet Cemetery with Mili-
tary Honors. In lieu of flowers, donations in Richard’s honor
may be made to the American Cancer Society or St. Jude
Childrens Research Hospital.

Please Honor Richard by wearing casual attire and your
favorite baseball cap.

For information and condolences visit www.TheQuinnFu-
neralHome.com

FATHER'S DAY REMEMBRANCI.E
Herman A. Paoluccl

1072611932 - 1/3/2023

Carol Larney

EIGHTH ANNIVERSARY
June 13

What would he give her hand to grasp,
Her patient face 1o see,
To hear her voice, to see her smile,
As in the days that used to be.
But some swest day we'll meet again
Beyond the toil and strife,
And clasp each other's hand once more,
In Heaven, that happy life.

WE’LL ALWAYS REMEMBER

That special smile that caring heart.
That warm embrace
you always gave us.
You being there for us, through good
And bad times no matter what.
We’ll always remember you because

Loved & Missed, .
Husband, children, grandchildren There will never be anyone to replace
& great-grandchildren You in our hearts.

And the love we will always
Have for you.

In Memoriam

www.warwickonline.com

Missing you with all of our love,
Yolanda, Lori, Jimmy, Barbara,
Grandchildren and

Remember your late loved ones
with an In Memoriam ad

For info, call Ida at 732-3100 Great-Grandchildren
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David Waldron Pearson,
M.D. Adolescent & Family
Psychiatrist died peacefully
in his sleep January 25,
2023. He will be buried in
Stratham, New Hampshire.
He is survived by his wife
Rose, their children, Chris-
topher, Rachel, and V Pear-
son, and four grandchil-
dren. Dr. Pearson’s memo-
rial service will celebrate
his life September 30, 2023,
in Providence, R.I. at First
Unitarian Church, 1 Benev-
olent Street at 12:00 p.m. Light lunch to follow. In lieu of
flowers, donations may be made to the National Alliance on
Mental Illness, (NAMI) Rhode Island. Condolences may be
emailed to thewriterscircle@aol.com

Eileen Frances Marshall

Eileen Frances
(O’Connell) Marshall, 94, of
Warwick, passed away on
Tuesday, June 6,2023. She
was married for sixty-one
years to James W. (Bill)
Marshall. Born in Albany,
NY, she was the daughter of
the late Thomas L. and Flor-
ence E. (Cripps) O’Connell.

Eileen was a graduate of
St. Xavier’s Academy, Class
of 1946. She went on to
work as a Personnel Assis-
tant for Sears Department
Store in Gloversville, NY for twenty-six years. A devout
Catholic, Eileen was a Communicant of Immaculate Con-
ception Church in Cranston.

She is survived by her beloved children, James K. Mar-
shall (Barbara) of Lafayette, CO and Patricia E. Marshall
(Anthony DePaolo) of Hilton Head Island, SC, her sisters
Barbara McCabe of Warwick and Kathleen Mercer of Hop-
kinton, and her adored granddaughter, Ella Jane Marshall.

Eileen lived in her later years at the Matthew XXV resi-
dences in Warwick. Her last decades in Rhode Island were
much enhanced by her warm relationships with her nieces
and their families, as well as her many kind, generous and
helpful neighbors. Her travel club, led by her dear friends
Tony and Barbara Fontaine, was a source of important
friendships and every adventure she had with them was,
“the best trip I've ever taken”.

Relatives and friends attended a Mass of Christian Burial
celebrated on Tuesday, June 13, 2023, at 10:00AM at Im-
maculate Conception Church, 237 Garden Hills Drive,
Cranston. Interment will follow at the RI Veterans Memo-
rial Cemetery in Exeter.

Funeral Arrangements have been entrusted to THE
URQUHART-MURPHY FUNERAL HOME, 800 Greenwich
Avenue, Warwick.

In lieu of flowers, memorial donations in her memory
may be made to Immaculate Conception Church, 237 Gar-
den Hills Drive, Cranston, RI 02920 or VNA Hospice Care
of New England, 51 Health Lane, Warwick, RI 02886.

www.murphyfuneralhomes.org

URQUHART-MURPHY

FUNERAL HOME

An Independently Owned Funeral Home

800 Greenwich Avenue, Warwick, RI

737-3510

Conveniently located off Exit 12A on 1-95

EDWARD L. MURPHY, DIRECTOR

Member by Invitation ONSM/ National Selected Morticians

Obituari

In your time of need, the Warwick Beacon will print
your loved one’s full obituary for a small charge.
The paper also places the obituary on our website,
warwickonline.com.

Should you desire our services, kindly inform your
funeral director, or call (401) 732-3100 or email
Obits@rhodybeat.com for additional information.
Obituary prices start at $60. You may include the
obituary in any of our other newspapers for half price.

— Thank you
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Vietnam Vets and minorities represented on 28th Honor Flight

By RORY SCHULER

He returned from Viet-
nam, but wasn’t welcomed
back.

The world was a different
place when Craig Kohnaski
enlisted after graduating
from URI in 1968. He'll be
one of a plane full of Rhode
Island veterans who travel
to the nation’s capital on
Monday, part of the 28th
Honor Flight, organized by
the RI Fire Chiefs Honor
Flight Hub.

The Warwick man, a for-
mer ROTC cadet, started
active duty in the U.S. Ar-
my immediately after basic
training. He shipped off to
Japan for more than two
years and then volunteered
to go to Vietnam.

“They were going to send
me to the Korean DMZ,”
Kohnaski recalled. “I ended

up in the First Signal Bri-
gade for 13 months.”

Kohnaski longs to meet
fellow veterans with shared
experiences.

“My exposure is limit-
ed,” he said. “I'm looking
forward to meeting more
veterans period; hear some
of their stories; shake their
hands and let them know
how glad I am to see them
come home. I hope some of
them had better welcomes
home than I did.”

For years, Kohnaski
learned to cope in a society
that didn’t appreciate his
service.

“I heard the stories,” he
recalled. “It was almost a
shame to wear the uniform,
the way people were look-
ing at you, talking about
you. It was not a good feel-
ing to come home — not at

all.”

NAET Wam

SNAPSHOTS FROM WAR: Vietnam veteran Craig
Kohnaski, of Warwick, will be on Monday's 28th Honor
Flight to Washington D.C. In late 1970, he had his “Cap-
tains bars pinned on by Col. Mlller in Japan” In 1971, he
waj awarded a Bronze Star in Vietnam. (Courtesy pho-
tos
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A Family Tradition Since 1938 (401) 943-4567

DelLuise Bakery

Baking for more than 70 years.
Specializing in
Cakes e Pies o Pizza e Rolls ¢ Calzones
Fancy Pastry e Wedding Cakes

701 Oaklawn Avenue e Cranston, RI 02920

ALDOSHOUSEOFFORMALS.COM

Aldo S.

- Aldo’s House of Formals
CRANSTON & NEWPORT

Over time, Americans fi-
nally started to acknowl-
edge the sacrifices made by
Vietnam War era veterans.

Eventually, Kohnaski
started wearing his Viet-
nam veteran hat in public.

“Many people have come
up to me thanking me for
my service,” Kohnaski
said. “That didn’t happen
before. ~ Things have
changed; and I can’t say
when it happened.”

The Price of Freedom

On Monday, June 19, the
Honor Flight “Freedom Is
Not Free” trip will depart
T.F. Green International
Airport for Washington
D.C.

The Honor Flight has a
Mission Statement: “To
transport America’s Veter-
ans to Washington D.C. to
visit those memorials dedi-
cated to honor their sacri-
fices.”

“Taking veterans to
Washington, DC is now
and always will be our
highest priority,” according
to Chief George S. Farrell
(retired), chairman of the RI
Fire Chiefs Honor Flight
Hub, which he founded in
2012.

“After I witnessed what I
later learned was an Honor
Flight arrival at BWI (Balti-
more-Washington Interna-
tional Airport) in the spring
of 2010, my wife and I were
so moved by the experience
I came home and did some
research to find out what
Honor Flight was,” Farrell
recalled.

He was the president of
RI Fire Chiefs Association,
so he took his idea to the
board and recommended
the group’s involvement in
organizing the Ocean
State’s first Honor Flight.

“It was also a way to
Honor the service of my
father, George F. Farrell Jr.
(U.S. Navy, World War II)
and my wife's father, Anto-
nio Barletta (U.S. Army,
World War 1II),” he said.
“We both wish that our fa-
thers were alive to have
been able to go on their
Honor Flight.”

Honored to Fly

The group took its first
Honor Flight in November
2012. Since, 27 Honor
Flights have transported
thousands of the state’s vet-
erans to Washington D.C.,
taking them on tours of Ar-
lington National Cemetery
and the nation’s war me-
morials.

Gregory Ayrassian

401-473-3940

ga@capcity-ins.com

“Currently, on this Honor
Flight we have 3 (World
War II) veterans,” accord-
ing to Farrell. “The oldest is
98 years old.”

Monday’s flight will also
include three Korean War
veterans, many Vietnam
veterans, and several veter-
ans that served during oth-
er times and places.

Farrell said that “about
two-thirds of our veterans
on this flight are Vietham
War veterans.”

“We will be traveling to
DC with a total of 115 pas-
sengers, veterans, guard-
ians, medical staff, and
photographers,”  Farrell
said in a press release he
circulated earlier this week.
“On this Honor Flight we
are also taking 15 members
of the RI Professional Fire
Fighters Pipes and Drums.”

The organization has
been approved for a “Pub-
lic Gathering Permit” from
the National Park Service,
which will allow the pipe
and drum band to perform
at the WWII Memorial and
march along the reflecting
pool with the Honor Flight
veterans in-step behind.

“When we reach the end
of the Reflecting Pool, at
the base of the Lincoln Me-
morial the pipes and drums
will perform again,” Farrell
said. “When we go to Ar-
lington National Cemetery,
we will participate in a
Wreath Ceremony at the
Tomb of the Unknown Sol-
dier.”

Four members of the
group will lay a wreath —
two WWII veterans, Roger
Desjardins, 98, of North
Providence, and Anthony
Barsamian, 96, of Cranston.
North Providence Mayor
Charles Lombardi and Paul
Vadenais, who sponsored
Monday’s Honor Flight in
memory of his father Nor-
mand G. Vadenais (a Cor-
poral in the U.S. Army) will
also attend.

Freedom Day

Monday’s date has a spe-
cial significance.

“June 19 ... is Juneteenth
a Federal Holiday that cel-
ebrates ‘Freedom Day’ and
the end of slavery,” Farrell
said in the press release.
“Juneteenth commemo-
rates he emancipation of
slavery which finally came
on June 19, 1865 when Fed-
eral troops were sent to
Galveston, Texas to free
nearly 250,000 slaves. The
day was first recognized as
a federal holiday in 2021,

Gary H. Bucci, CLU, ChFC

401-429-0816

gb@capcity-ins.com

870 Oaklawn Avenue « Cranston, RI 02920

OLIVO, F.J.

HONORED TO FLY: Frank Olivo, of Johnston, served in
the U.S. Army during the Vietnam War. On Monday, he'll
be on-board the 28th Honor Flight to the nation’s capital.
This portrait was taken while Olivo was in the service.

(Courtesy photo)

when President Joe Biden
signed the Juneteenth Na-
tional Independence Day
Act into law. We are pleased
that on Honor Flight ‘Free-
dom’” we have approxi-
mately 20 minority veter-
ans and we celebrate June-
teenth with them and all
our veterans. We believe
that we are the first Honor
Flight Hub in the Nation to
travel to Washington, D.C.
on June 19, ‘Juneteenth.””

The Wall

Kohnaski, now 77, said
he’s “super excited” to take
the trip.

“It’s fantastic really,” he
said earlier this week. “It’s
like going back in history a
little bit. I'll see a lot of
fallen comrades ... and it’s
good to bring back some of
the memories of what you
went through during the
time period and honor
those who didn’t make it
back home.”

Johnston native Frank
Olivo, also a 77-year-old
Vietnam War era Army vet-
eran, will be on-board
Monday’s Honor Flight.

This will be his first trip to
Washington D.C.

“Once 1 got out of the
service, I got out of the ser-
vice,” Olivo said Tuesday
afternoon. “I had a very
close friend who was a
guardian on an honor
flight. He went with a
World War II vet years ago.
He talked to George and
then talked to me, and
wanted to know if I'd be
interested.”

Olivo was interested.

“I was able to locate four
of my friends that I lost in
the Vietnam War,” he said.
“I know where they are on
the wall — what line they're
in.”

Olivo can’t wait to pay
his respects.

“I'm as excited as a kid
going to Disney World for
the first time,” he said. “I
cant’ thank the people who
put this on enough. It’s an
amazing venue; the way
they do it; very, very pro-
fessional. They make ev-
eryone feel welcomed; ev-
eryone feel honored ... You
can’t even imagine how ex-
cited I am to go.”

Shopping,
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and more
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By SAMANTHA RUSSELL

A judgment free community where people can swim, enjoy mutual interests, and even receive a core
workout: No, this place is not the local Planet Fitness, rather the Ocean State Merfolk. Based at the Smithfield

YMCA, Ocean State Merfolk have created a community where people not only dress up as mermaids, bu

also become a part of their world.

growing group of “fin-tastic” mermaid enthusiasts.

sion.

Ocean State Merfolk runs a pod of over 190
merfolk. They come together to swim, prac-
tice their mermaiding skills, produce content
for social media, swap tops and tails and tales
and “generally have a large amount of fun.”
As summer sets in, the pod aims to sched-
ule more meetups in outside venues, such as
pools, lakes and seaside locations. The group
also attends meetups organized by other pods
throughout New England.

“Creating a group that could meet regularly
to share the passion for mermaiding was very
important to me,” Walsh says. Move over, con-
necting with like-minded merfolk, coaching
safe mermaiding and removing the stigma
around adult play has always been a goal of
hers, and she hopes to “normalize this sort of
play as an essential part of our everyday lives.”

‘Anyone can be a mermaid’

New members are always encouraged to
swim with Ocean State Merfolk at their meet-
ups. Through their belief that anyone can be a
mermaid, the pod works to expand the mer-
maiding experience to anyone that is interest-
ed.

Walsh is a certified Professional Association
of Diving Instructors (PADI) Mermaid Instruc-
tor and PADI Advanced Mermaid, Freediver

The Ocean State Merfolk “is a community of artists and free spirits who embrace the sense of play that is
found through merming,” per their website. Ocean State Mermaid Erin Walsh established this pod two years
ago as a means of providing others the incredible opportunity of mermaiding, and has since created an ever

“My number one priority is making sure that our merfolk feel safe to try new things and to be their true
authentic selves at our meet-ups and in our online group,” she said.

The pod is a wide-ranging collection of merfolk of various sizes, shapes, races, ages, gender identities, and
home states, according to Walsh. Although the group is named with the Ocean State, mermaids from any
state are welcomed to join. Eager mermaids from Connecticut, Maine, Massachusetts and New York have
made the trek to the Ocean State pod; Walsh even recalls a mermaid visit from Seattle for their previous ses-

\F

and SCUBA diver, a lifeguard and an under- OUT OF WATER: Erin Walsh was perfectly at ease at the
water photographer. For Ocean State Merfolk, Gaspee Days Arts and Crafts festival although she was out
she is also a modeling coach, organizes regular ~of water. (Beacon Communications photo)

merfolk meetups and teaches mermaid classes.

the adventure and never looked back.

or artistic mermaid performance.

BUCK A SHUCK!

$1 Oysters
¢1 Littlenecks

MONDAY-FRIDAY 3-6pu

*1estrictions may apply*

- LOBSTER & CLAM BAR ol

Three years ago, Walsh commenced her mermaiding career with her fellow mer-friend, Chris Graefe. After
swimming in his Mertailor monofin at Walden Pond in Concord, Massachusetts, Walsh became hooked on

The group’s website states that mermaiding, or “merming,” is the practice of wearing and swimming in a
costume mermaid tail. This activity is open to children, hobbyists and professionals, who perform at venues
such as circuses, aquariums and parties. The act can also go by the name of artistic mermaiding, mermaidry,

® MERMAIDS - PAGE 23
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WARWICK, RI
BOOK ONLINE AT OPENTABLE
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OFFICIALS AND OFFI-
CIAL CELEBRANT:
Former Congressmen
Jim Langevin and David
Cicillini, who served as
parade grand co-mar-
shals, at left, are joined
by Don Conlon, a Gas-
pee Days original, former
Warwick Mayor Scott
Avedisian and Lt. Gov.
Sabina Matos at the start
of Saturday's parade. At
right, Marsha Beagan,
who doesn't miss a Gas-
pee Days parade joins in
the celebration. (Photos
by John Howell and
Steve Popiel)

GIVE ME AN “H”:
Hoxsie School Principal
Gary McCoombs and the
school float, not to men-
tion its student passen-
gers, were a colorful en-
try in the parade lasting
about two hours.

LEADING THE WAY:
Following close behind
elected officials and the
bearer of the mace, the
Pawtuxet Rangers were
the first of many units to
make up the parade.

BUT HE DIDN'T MARCH: Cadbury, the appropriately attired
corgi belonging to Tracy Sorrell was a welcomed by Pawtuxet
Rangers. Cadbury didn't join the parade. “He doesn't like the
canons,” Sorrell explained.

y/ T

ONE OF THE NEWEST: Estelle Bara-
da, (at right) a recent Pawtuxet Ranger
private, rode in style while a youngster
couldn't resist joining the fun. At left,
the Pawtuxet Rangers fire their canon
for the burning of the Gaspee on Sun-
day as seen above.




ARNOLD (Photo courtesy of Netflix)

Netflix

ARNOLD
* * % 1/2

While we are not fans of body
building, Arnold Schwarzenegger
movies or Republican politics, we
did enjoy the “Arnold” documen-
tary, which coincidently was di-
vided into those three parts.

Arnold’s life story is told in
the first person, with the subject
expounding about his life, his
dreams, his philosophy on life,
and his successes and failures.

Born and raised in Austria, he
dreamed of moving to America,
which he did, becoming a citizen
in 1983.

The first episode centers on his
body building obsession, eventu-
ally winning the Mr. Universe and
Mr. Olympia titles.

The second covered his life as
an actor, beginning with the hor-
rible “Hercules”, followed by the
successful “Pumping Iron”. The
third episode delves into his politi-
cal career, marriage into the Ken-
nedy family, and eight-year term
as Governor of California.

The doc is well made, using only
a few talking heads, with Arnold
letting us know about his take on
life and finishing up with his cur-
rent life as an elder statesman, giv-
ing back to Special Olympics and
serving as a spokesman for many
causes.

TOUR DE FRANCE
UNCHAINED

* * %

While not a fan of bicycle
racing, I was fascinated by the

See it at the Wi

n
Jo\jce & DO

Fowle!

Movies

documentary series that followed
and explained everything there is
to know about the Tour de France
from the first leg in Copenhagen
to the 21st in Paris.

The world’s largest cycle race is
a complex operation involving in-
tricate strategies and rules.

The documentary gives you the
full load by following one team
and the individual racers.

From the training camps

through the endless meetings
leading up to the races, you are
there, getting to know the racers
and the many people behind the

A % '
weuninek £
" T »

TOUR DE FRANCE UNCHAINED (Photo courtesy of Netflix)

scenes.

Most impressive are the over-
head scenes of the race through cit-
ies and the beautiful countryside.

What amazes me are the thou-
sands of fans who line up along
the routes to see the teams of rac-
ers zoom by at high speeds.

Cycle racing, like auto racing,
carries the anticipation of serious
crashes. One of the worst was Fa-
bio Jakobsen, whose crash and se-
rious injuries was hard to watch.
We watch him come back to race
again.
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RNE
Comedy Night
Sfundraiser at
Park Theatre

By DON FOWLER

For those living with a rare disease or complex medical condition,
finding resources, support, or an educated healthcare professional in
their specific area can be a challenge.

Cranston resident Nicole White is the Executive Director of a non-
profit called Rare New England, whose mission is just that. Other-
wise known as RNE, Rare New England is hosting a Comedy Show
fundraising event to further its mission of bringing together New
England patients, families and providers, touched by a rare disease.
Rare New England offers educational opportunities, creates aware-
ness of available resources and builds foundations for support to im-

prove patient quality of life.

The comedy show will be hosted by Funny4Funds at the Comedy
Park in Cranston on June 17th. Doors will open at 6:00pm and the

show will start at 7:00pm.

White has been involved in nonprofit work since 2016. Her passion
in this area grew as her son Kyrie was born with a rare birth defect
called Gastroschisis, when the abdominal wall fails to fully close dur-
ing development, leaving the intestines to develop on the outside of
the body. From this, Kyrie was given the diagnosis of a life long rare
disease called Short Bowel Syndrome due to losing the majority of

his small intestine at 6 days old.

White’s son has his health chal-
lenges, as does her husband. “The
road we’ve been on has been quite
the challenge, but we wouldn’t
change a thing. It has made us who
we are and has brought so many spe-

cial people in our lives.”

— Historic —

PARM

THEATRE & EVENT CENTER

White became great friends with Cranston’s own, Meri Kennedy;,
as she had similar health challenges her husband faced. “The inter-
net is so powerful” says White. “Meri and I met in a disease specific
group on Facebook, discovered we were both from Cranston, and
were there for each other since. She became a great friend.” “Meri
would call me when she needed support, assistance with a line dress-
ing (for her IV) when she couldn’t get her nurse, or her hair done
when ‘Salon Steve” wasn’t able so we could also have our ‘girl talk’.”

said White.

“I do this work to help individuals like Meri; to provide resources
and support to patients and families as well as education to medical
providers so they can recognize a rare disease and know how to treat
the patient.” This is why it’s so important to support a great cause

like Rare New England.

Did you know rare diseases impact more people than cancer and
AIDS combined? These people live in our neighborhoods and need
our help. 1in 10 people are affected by a rare disease and half of them
are children. 3 in 10 children with a rare disease won't live to see their
fifth birthday. There are no cures and just 5% of rare diseases have an

FDA approved treatment.

The rare disease community tends to be a community in the back-
ground because not many people are familiar nor is it talked about
much. Rare New England welcomes the community to attend and
share a laugh together at their comedy show fundraiser. “This fund-
raiser is means to support our mission and share about the rare dis-
ease community. It will be a great way for the community to show
support to a special community and make an impact to lives. Who
knows, it could even be a neighbor you’d be helping support.

Fight over child didn’t end
with his death

Even in death, 5-year-old
David Chase Mason remained
caught in a tug-of-war between
his parents, delaying his burial
and postponing eternal rest.

Volney William Mason had
been divorced by his first wife,
Anna, in 1879. Nine years later,
he was sued by Clara Goff for
breach of contract. Possessing an
engagement ring, Clara testified
that Volney had proposed, that
the wedding date was set and
her trousseau bought. She asked
for $30,000 in damages. The jury
awarded her $4,000.

Three years later, Volney was
introduced to Emma Mitchell.
By this time, the 49-year-old
president of Volney W. Mason
& Company on Lafayette Street
in Providence, manufacturers of
hoisting machinery, was already
one of the richest men in the city.
Emma, a native of Brooklyn,
agreed to take a job as his live-in
housekeeper.

On July 12, 1895 Emma gave
birth to a child whom she named
David Chase Mason. When the
child was about a year-and-a-
half old, Volney was again sued
for breach of contract. Emma al-
leged that he promised to marry
her and asked for $10,000 in dam-
ages. She later dropped the suit
and dropped out of Volney’s life.

During the summer of 1900,
Volney searched for Emma and
David. He traveled to NY and
around New England, finally
locating them in Pawtucket. On
March 3 of that year he went to
Emma’s residence and invited
her and David back to his home
on Laban Street in Providence.
She agreed but, once they arrived
there, he pulled David inside and
refused to let Emma enter. She
left the property and returned
four nights later.

Tillotson Thomas, a 53-year-
old housepainter who worked
for Volney and lived in his down-
stairs apartment, was painting
the ceiling of Volney’s sitting
room. Volney had asked him to
keep an eye on David and he had
the child in the room with him.

Just before 6:00, Emma entered
the house and, hearing her, Til-
lotson locked the sitting room
door. Emma knew where the key
was, retrieved it and ran into
the room. She threw her arms
around David and would later
allege that Tillotson stepped up
to her and struck her across the
face, tearing her dress as he wres-
tled David away from her.

Emma seeks police help

Emma went to the police sta-
tion, requesting assistance in re-
trieving her child. She returned
to the property, pacing behind
the house as she waited for the
police to arrive. Volney returned
home and confronted her. She
informed him that she had no-
tified police and they were on
their way. Volney gripped her
by the shoulders and pushed
her down the driveway, threat-
ening to have her arrested if she
returned. Emma pushed back,
screaming hysterically. Once she
reached the road, she was either
pushed or fell to the sidewalk.
Several people were passing as
she cried out that she had been
assaulted by two men and that
her legs were broken. A few wit-
nesses had actually seen Volney
pushing her from the property.
One man took off his coat and
covered her with it while they
waited for police, who arrived
about half an hour later. A large
crowd had gathered by the time
and Emma was transported to
the police station where an am-
bulance was called.

At the hospital, they found no
serious injuries. Police went in
search of Volney but were told
he and David had left the resi-
dence. Emma filed suit against
Volney and Tillotson for assault.
The case against Volney was dis-
missed. Tillotson, in his defense,
said he had been ordered not to
let anyone take the child and that
he had pushed Emma away but
she had ripped her own dress by
stepping on it. When informed
that police had asked Emma how

Back
in the Day

3
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by
KELLY SULLIVAN

she got blood on her mouth and
she’d told them it was from Til-
lotson striking her, he responded
that he thought she might have
gone into the barn and let the
horse kick her. The judge ordered
him to pay Emma $15 in dam-
ages.

Volney returns from Paris
with casket

A couple of monthslater, events
took a turn and Emma and David
joined Volney on a trip to attend
the Paris Exposition. For reasons
not explained, Emma returned
to America earlier than planned,
alone. The second week of Dec.,
Volney arrived home, bringing
with him a sealed casket. He told
Emma that David had died in
Paris of pneumonia. The casket
was transported to the under-
taking rooms of Clarence Oscar
Chase on Westminster Street
where it remained for a week, al-
legedly because Volney could not
bear the thought of putting it into
the ground. The casket was fi-
nally buried in a large lot owned
by Volney in Cranston’s Oakland
Cemetery on Dec. 18.

At about 1:00 on the afternoon
of Dec. 23, a wagon carrying Vol-
ney, two men and three women
pulled into the cemetery. They
placed a large floral wreath bear-
ing the words “Our little dar-
ling” and “David C. Mason” on
the grave, a gift from the employ-
ees of Volney’s shop. At the same
time, Emma’s friend Mr. Stark-
weather was entering the cem-
etery but stopped upon sighting

them. He contacted police and
asked them to station a guard at
the grave as he was afraid Vol-
ney would exhume the body and
take it away.

Emma had already scheduled
and exhumation and feared Vol-
ney might take the body before
her suspicions could be proven
right. She did not believe the cas-
ket contained her son. She sus-
pected that Volney had hidden
her son somewhere and was at-
tempting to convince her that he
was dead. Police officers stood
watch at the grave in shifts. Once
the casket was brought up and
opened on Dec. 24, Emma could
no longer deny that her son was
inside.

Just days later, Volney was ar-
rested on charges that he had de-
ceived Emma through seduction
and promises of marriage. She
asked for $20,000 in damages.
Volney furnished bail and was
released. Four months later, the
casket containing David Mason
was still unburied, shelved at
the undertaking rooms of James
William Carpenter on Plainfield
Street as the couple continued to
fight over him.

Apparently sometime within
the next year, Volney and Emma
were married as, by Aug. 1902,
they were in divorce court.
Emma charged that Volney did
not provide her with necessities
and that she had told him unless
he gave her an allowance, she
would return to NY and her job
as a dressmaker.

Emma stated that she had gone
on to NY, feeling like she needed
rest and change of scenery and
that when she contacted Volney
to inform him she was ready to
return, he had told her to stay
where she was. Volney testified
that Emma had lived with him
on and off over the years and
had been amply supported by
him, although he admitted he
had locked the bathroom so she
couldn’t use it. He claimed he
had no idea she had plans to go
to NY until after she’d left and
that he’d suspected she was suf-

fering from mental health issues.
Back in court

In court, Emma’s lawyer set his
gaze upon the small pin affixed
to Volney’s tie as he sat on the
witness stand. “Is that the pic-
ture of your child that is in your
tie?” he asked. Angrily, Volney
told him, “That’s none of your
business.” The lawyer asked the
question again and again, re-
questing the judge make Volney
answer and explaining that the
answer would expose the real
reason Emma had left him. The
judge refused to force an answer.
Emma’s lawyer then asked Vol-
ney if David was his child. His
own attorney advised him not to
answer.

The judge ordered that Volney
pay Emma $15 per week toward
her support and her $25 coun-
sel fees. The following month,
they were back in court where
Emma asked the judge to order
the return of her handbag and
trunk. The judge told Volney to
return the items to her immedi-
ately. Volney refused and they
came back to the courtroom nine
months later where Emma asked
for damages in the amount of
$800 for the bag and contents of
the trunk; lace, toilet novelties,
clothing, dressmaking supplies
and sewing machine.

The later life of Emma has been
difficult to trace. In Nov. of 1906,
a passerby threw a lit match
through an open window of Vol-
ney’s machine shop and it land-
ed in a barrel of oil and started
a fire. The damage was estimated
at about $15,000. Volney died on
the night of Feb. 21, 1919 at his
brother’s house after suffering
from pneumonia for three days.

It appears that neither Emma
nor Volney are buried in the same
cemetery as David, neither lying
eternally near the child whom
each spent years claiming greater
ownership over.

Kelly Sullivan is a Rhode Island
columnist, lecturer and author.
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Phato credit: Tyler Mclewin

You can have Summer in your home all year long! Yes, her name is Summer and
she truly brings the sunshine! This beauty is just over a year old and is a medium
sized mixed breed. Her soft coat is multi-color and her big brown eyes just seem to
say “love me!” Summer is playful, lovable, smart and loves yummy treats! If you'd
like to meet her please contact EGAPL The Heart of Rl at 401-467-3670 or visit
during their open adoption hours Wednesday 3:00-7:00, Thursday & Friday 12:00-
2:00 or Saturday 10:00-2:00. They are located at 44 Worthington Road Cranston,
) . |
RI. Summer will be ready to share her warmth with you! PY o )

If you have been thinking of adopting or know of @
an animal in need, please contact Karen directly at

animaltalk1920 @gmail.com

Daveapalooza brings

live music, craft beer,

delicious food & more
to Proclamation

By ROB DUGUAY

When does an annual event reach
the point of becoming a tradition? Is it
five years or even 10? I honestly have
no idea what the answer to that ques-
tion is. With this in mind, it seems
like the folks at the Proclamation Ale
Company on 298 Kilvert Street in
Warwick are approaching the cusp of
this transition. For the third year in
a row, Daveapalooza will be taking
place at the brewery on June 24 to cel-
ebrate the life and legacy of co-found-
er Dave Witham, who passed away

battling cancer. The festivities will be
going on from 12-6pm with a lot to
offer. This includes kickass bands, a
variety of food trucks, skateboarding
and of course craft beer.

Even if you didn’t know Witham,
there are more than enough reasons
to show up and enjoy yourself. As
someone who attended last year,
imagine a giant block party that’s
both indoors and outdoors with end-
less things to be entertained by.

“It’s that time again! We're coming
up quickly on our third annual Dav-
eapalooza,” says Witham's wife Lori,
who is Proclamation’s owner and cre-

ative director. “Help us celebrate our
founder Dave Witham’s life and the
brewery he created that changed the
landscape of the Rhode Island beer
scene. As always, we are partnering
with Civil and Highroller Lobster Co,
for a day of skateboarding, lobster
rolls, live music, food trucks, beer col-
laborations, slushies, and epic vibes.”

When it comes to the food trucks
that'll be selling scrumptious grub,
the tastes and styles are wide-rang-
ing. Anyone craving a lobster roll
for the summer should check out the
Highroller Lobster Company who are
coming down from Portland, Maine.

SWEAT
FOR PUPS

WHEN:

June 17, 2023 @ 9am

JOIN US

We are honored to be
teaming up with local
fitness guru Alisha,
founder of ON 24/7 for
a 60 minute sweat-sesh
to benefit We're Here for

WHERE:

Witherby Park
321 Waterman St, Providence, Rl 02906

WHAT YOU NEED:

Most equipment provided, Bring your own mat,
water bottle & towel!

The Dogs!

She'll guide us through BUDK NOH

a group session, hyping WHFTD.as.me/ON247
you up while working

muscles you didn't even COS]’ '\IjGU

know you had!
Prepayment is required to reserve your spot.

This event is rain or shine!

HOUNOS AT THE
HARBOR

Sunday, June 25th from 1-3pm at
Finn's Harborside in East Greenwich

Rhode Island Pet Network
and Finn’'s Harborside are
teaming up for the ultiMmuUTT
dog lover’'s event & fundraiser

* "MUTT STRUT" RESCUE DOG
FASHION SHOW AT 2PM

* LOCAL VENDORS

* FREE CANINE MASSAGES

« DOGC PHOTOBOOTH

+« GAMES AND RAFFLES

« HARBORSIDE'S FULL BAR
AND RESTAURANT WILL BE
OPEN

+ ADOPTABLE DOGS
= LIVE MUSIC BY
TOM HANSON
= GOOD DOGG
HARD SELTZER SAMPLING
« TAROT CARD READINGS
* REIKI
(FOR PEOPLE & DOGS)

$5 entry donation per person to
benefit Rhode Island Pet Network in
. . supporting local rescues, shelters
. . and low-income pet owners.
. Follow us on Facebook for updates ‘
Rain date: Sunday, July 9th from 1-

Ipm

www.RlIpetnetwork.org

{ Have an Engagement,

A edding

A Birt) or Anniversary
fo Announce!

.

Submit it for publication!

(A ALL ANNOUNCEMENTS CAN BE SUBMITTED TO:
Beacon Communications
1944 Warwick Avenue ® Warwick, Rl 02889

" | Forms can be found on our websites under the “Rhody Life” tab

warwickonline.com ® cranstononline.com

on Christmas Day back in 2020 after

DAVE WITHAM

Those who are looking for something
a bit different are bound to enjoy the
unique options from Ming’s Asian
Street Food. If you're the type who
likes to keep things simple, then a
classic hot dog from Saugy is ideal.
At an event like this, there’s no reason
to not skip dessert and Big Feeling Ice
Cream & Sorbet will be on the prem-
ises to fulfill that particular need.

The live music portion of Dav-
eapalooza is going to be absolutely
stacked with Providence via Boston
rock & rollers Salem Wolves, New-
port surf rock shredders The Z-Boys
and local roadhouse rock act The
Day Drinkers performing. Stone
Path Malt, Fresh Mode Screen Print-
ing, Bristol County Savings Bank and
Flexible Pack are going to be sponsor-
ing the event as well. It's obviously
21 plus to drink, but people under the
age of 21 can get in for free with an
effort to have a family-friendly vibe
being very apparent. For details per-
taining to tickets and everything else,
log on to Proclamation’s website at
proclamationaleco.com. Along with
it being a celebration of the positive
effect Witham had on others, it’s also
a fantastic way to spend a Saturday
afternoon.

The many faces
of da

With Father’s Day coming up, it makes
sense to honor the dads out there. One
day a year we can celebrate their loving
qualities as well as their idiosyncrasies.
According to the dictionary, a father is
the male parent of a child who has rights
and obligations when it comes to the
care and raising of the child. Many years
ago, when I was born, dads were not al-
lowed into the delivery room, but sat in
the waiting room commiserating with
the other expectant dads. Additionally,
my mother was completely sedated
during the birth process, and when she

Life Matters

mother, possibly because they only met
that one time. Or they are married. Or
they have another girlfriend to whom
they are devoted. Or they have no con-
science. These biological fathers have
provided the male contribution to the
conception of the child and are legally
responsible for supporting the child. If
he does not, he is classified as a “dead-
beat dad”. There is no Fathers” Day cel-
ebration for these dads.

A stepfather is a man married to the
child’s mother. Although not related
by blood, he becomes the pseudo-dad

with
LinDA PETERSEN

woke up, there I was! How times have

changed! Now, fathers are encouraged

to be in the delivery room and witness every twinge of the
labor pains. Under most circumstances, they are there when
the tiny head pops out. What a joy for both parents to expe-
rience!

There are many types of fathers who are unable to be at
the birth, fathers in the military, for instance. They may get
to witness the birth through a video link but miss out on the
whole crying, peeing, pooping newborn infant and sleep-
less nights. Other biological dads chose not to support the

"HYSTERICALLY
FUNNY!”

-Cranston Herald/Warwick Beacon

AGING

DISCRACEY\
WED. JUNE 21- ANGELO'S PALACE, CUMB.
SUN. JUN. 25- TWIN OAKS, CRANSTON
SUN. JULY 9- HAVERSHAM, WESTERLY
SAT. JULY 15- ATRIUM ON MAIN, PAWTUCKET
SUN. JULY 16- DAVENPORT'S, EAST PROV.
SAT. JULY 29- ST. MARIA DI PRATA CLUB, CRAN.

COMING SOON T0 TUMBLESALTS CAFE, NP

Always available for fundraisers and
private functions?

Reservations/Info/More dates at
AGINGDISGRACEFULLY.NET/288-1188

while in the household, which is hope-
fully until the child matures. Because of

this, many stepdads incur the additional expenses of college
and weddings for these children, making them a full dad
in my eyes. They deserve to be celebrated on Fathers’ Day.

A foster father is one who temporarily cares for children
who need a home. Hubby was a foster father for 16 infants
and toddlers, as well as a hyper seven-year-old girl who was
deaf with whom he had trouble communicating. (Because
of his many hard-working years, and a touch of arthritis, his
fingers did not easily perform sign language, which became
a huge family joke because he always looked like he was
“flipping her off”.) Because we often had more than one fos-
ter child at a time, as well as our own biological son, Francis,
Hubby could often be seen rocking in the chair to calm a
fussy infant going through withdrawal from his mother’s
heroin use or frolicking on the floor with Steven, whom
we eventually adopted. The big disadvantage to being a
foster dad is that the children with whom we fell in love
were usually sent to live back to the biological parents who
had abused them in the first place or sent to live with a dis-
tant relative. Their stay with us was considered temporary,
even if it was for a few years. While I had steeled myself
that they would be leaving, Hubby fell in love with each
one and mourned when they left. It was especially difficult
with Alejandro, a drug-addicted newborn we took home
from the hospital and loved for four years. We were in the
process of adopting him when his 86-year-old grandmother
filed an appeal with the court to take him, and she did. He
was the last foster child we had because losing him was way
too difficult to bear. All foster dads deserve extra praise this
Fathers’ Day for lovingly raising someone else’s child.

Then there are adoptive dads, who gain the legal right to
raise a child through the courts. Four of our children are ad-
opted, and Hubby has been an awesome father, loving each
one as his own. Our son, Steven, recently sent a text to Hub-
by, thanking him for raising him as though he were his own.
Hubby texted back that he IS our own, and would never be
treated differently than his older, biological brother. That is
the true love expressed by an adoptive dad for whom genet-
ics are unimportant, but family name is.

I am lucky to have a husband who is a wonderful father,
and we will celebrate him on Sunday.



and beer

By DON FOWLER

Shakespeare in the Park.

Taylor Swift in Gillette Stadium.

Art Exhibits in Downcity streets.

And now, Music on the Hill brings chamber music to a brewery!

Chamber music venues are usually restricted to concert halls, churches, weddings,

exclusive upscale shops, and expensive fundraisers.

Music on the Hill’s Artistic Director, John Pellegrino decided to think outside the
proverbial box this year by moving two of their concerts from the traditional church

sites to Linesider Brewing in East Greenwich.
The newly opened brewery proved to be a perfect location for the concerts, with
one sellout and one near capacity.
Who would have thought that drinking beer and munching on food truck hot dogs
and Thai noodles while listening to Mozart would be so popular?
We know that there were a number of first-timers to the music form because a num-
ber of them clapped between movements.
And that was O.K.
The musicians smiled, acknowledged the response and continued, playing before a
backdrop of beer kegs, rather than stained glass windows.

U »
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One of the Strangest

MUSKETS

Made During the Civil War...

The U.S. Model 1863 Double Rifle Mus-
ket made by J.P. Lindsay has to be one of
the strangest muskets made during the Civil
War. When a Lindsay is amongst other more
common rifle muskets they don’t really stand
out until you see there is no lock plate and
two hammers. Once you realize what you are
holding in your hands, you think how cool it
is, then realize it wasn’t really a good design.

John Paul Lindsay received a patent for his
double shot pistols in 1859 which were man-
ufactured in very small numbers. Legend has
it he was inspired to create the double-shot
musket because his brother was killed while
reloading a single shot musket in a gunfight.
He patented this double shot musket in 1860.
In 1861 as the Civil War broke out, many
inventors were trying to come up with fire-
arms that could fire multiple shots without
the need to reload as much. As the war rolled
on and casualties grew, the government or-

dered about 1,000 double rifles from Lind-

say. Between 1863 and 1864, some of them

were issued to four regiments for use in
the field.

Soldiers would have to load two car-

tridges down the muzzle of the gun

and place a percussion cap on each of

the two nipples. The hammers would

then be cocked and when the trigger

By Joel Bohy
Historic Arms & Militaria
Bruneau & Co. Auctioneers
Cranston, Rl

was pulled, the right hammer would fall and
set off the top cartridge, or the second one
loaded. The second pull of the trigger would
drop the left hammer and set off the bottom
cartridge. This seemingly would give a sol-
dier two aimed shots before having to reload,
however, through negligence, the heat of bat-
tle, or malfunction, both cartridges could go
off at the same time with nasty results for the
gun as well as the poor soldier shooting it.
There were reports of this happening, and the
gun was soon dropped from service. The fact
that some did blow up, along with the rela-
tively small numbers of them built, could be
the reason why these odd guns are so rare.
The above said, they are very attractive,

Antiques - Fine Arts - Unusual Objects

401 533 9980 - Bruneauandco.com

and you can appreciate the engineering and
thought behind the design. They have beauti-
ful walnut stocks very similar in form to their
single shot cousins. The stocks have govern-
ment inspectors’ marks on the left flat of the
stock, although there are a few survivors that
do not have these markings. The butt plates,
barrel bands, trigger guard, nose cap, etc. are
all bright steel just like the single shot rifle
muskets, as is the ramrod and blued steel rear
sight. The central receiver is quite interesting
with an extended tang which runs down to
the comb of the butt similar to a Remington
Rolling Block. The top of the receiver in front
of the two hammers is marked “LINDSAY/
PATENT’D. OCT. 9. 1860

While the Model 1863 Lindsay Double
Rifle is really good looking and quite a piece
of engineering, it
goes to show that not
every invention is a
good idea to put into
service.

HIGHEST CASH PAYMENT FOR YOUR
g Gold, Diamonds, Coins,
Jewelry and Other Valuables.
Old Costume Jewelry Accumulations
We make house calls during the pandemic
Military Items, :
Musical I nstruments,
Oil Paintings,
Collectibles, Anything Unusual.
GOLD AND DIAMONDS » SAXOPHONES
NESTING BOWLS-CLEAR & COLORED-HIGH PRICES!

SAFE ONE-TO-ONE BUYING AT OUR CONVENIENT LOCATION
50 Years in Business. Established 1970 ® Licensed and Bonded

ib le Jev.ve I,e kS
@El Center

1615 WarW|ck Avenue ¢ War\Nlck OPEN:
R.I. Lic. At Hoxsie 4 Corners (Gateway Shopping Center) ~ Mon.-Sat.
#90304 738-6099 11AM-5PM

NEW YORK GOLD EXCHANGE
CASH FOR YOU!

GOURTEOUS  CONFIDENTIAL ¢ PROFESSIONAL SERVICE
We Pay New York Reﬁnery Prices for
e A

* Gold * Diamonds
* Silver .4 : o * Silverware
* Coins # * Bullion

Expert ]ewelry Repair
FREE $10 GAS CARD WITH ANY PRECIOUS METAL TRANSACTION!
1047 Mineral Spring Ave.,North Providence
401-205-1638 NEWYORKGOLDXCHANGE.COM

YANKEE
TREASURE CHEST

¢ Second Hand Merchandise
¢ Household Accessories

* Antiques
¢ Furniture

* All Occasion Greeting Cards
and much more

59 Putnam Pike (Rte. 44), Johnston, RI 02919
401-525-4616
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Theatre Review by DON FOWLER

You only have this weekend to see one of the most pow-
erful performances of the season in the Rhode Island pre-
miere of Lolita Chakrabarti’s equally powerful “Red Vel-
vet”.

Brown/Trinity MFA student Jaquan Malik Jones plays
Ira Aldridge, a 19th century Black actor who is brought
into London’s Covent Garden Theatre to become the first
Black actor to play the role of Othello.

The American born actor had been working in small the-
atres in Europe before being introduced to his fellow cast
members by Pierre, his French friend and theatre director.

Wait until you see and hear their reactions!

Ira is an overpowering, passionate actor. The weak,
over-dramatic cast is no match for his talents.

Unfortunately, it is 19th century England, and the white,

powerful “Red Velvet”

atre.

es. (Submitted photos)

middle-class society is not ready for a Black actor, even
though Othello was Black.

My God, they have finally allowed women to play fe-
male roles. Isn’t that enough progress for the theatre
world?

To make matters worse, Aldridge is playing opposite a
white woman (Alison Russo). And he touches her. Even
gives her bruises on her arms!

Chakrabarti’s dialogue is crisp and fresh, as she works
in the prejudices, both subtle and blatant, that exist by the
actors, critics. (They are especially not treated well) and
audiences.

Amid the chaos stands Ira Aldridge, brilliantly and pas-
sionately played by Jaquan Malik Jones, an actor that I pre-
dict will have a long and successful career in the theatre.

Jones puts his heart and soul into his role, working fer-
vently to win over his fellow actors, attempting to pass his

LEFT: Riley Nedder, Zach Gibb and Sabria Youn in “Red Velvet” at Burbage The-

BELOW: JaQuan Malik Jones and Kelly Robertson deliver outstanding performanc-

passion on to them, succeeding only with the conflicted
Ellen.

While the play takes place many years ago, we realize
that many of the prejudices voiced are still with us.

“He’ll take your jobs,” one actor shouts, fighting any
many of diversity in the all-white theatre company.

“Red Velvet”, like Shakespeare’s “Othello”, is a tragedy.
It's powerful ending is not as tragic as as Shakespeare’s,
but it is poignant, and beautifully played by Jones, who
appeared exhausted following his masterful performance.

Credit to the excellent ensemble, directed by Jackie
Davis. Playing bad Shakespeare can be as challenging as
playing good Shakespeare.

“Red Velvet” runs through June 19, with two perfor-
mances on Sunday., at Burbage Theatre, 59 Blackstone
Ave., Pawtucket. For reservations, call 484-0355. Tickets
are at a premium.

Raina C. Smith’s latest novel explores
human contact with extra-terrestrials

Rhode Island Author, Raina C. Smith,
who recently released her fifth novel, The
Earth Consented will hold a book launch
and event at the William Hall Public Li-
brary (1825 Broad Street in Cranston on
Saturday, June 24th from 12 noon to 2:30
p.m. Raina will speak at 12 noon and take
questions from attendees, followed by
book signing.

The Earth Consented is a work of science
fiction that includes supernatural and fan-
tasy elements and involves scenes set in
Smith’s home state of Rhode Island.

“There’s little else that compares to writ-
ing about that which you feel so passion-
ate about. In this case, what diverse life
throughout the universe may look like
and what their interest in humans might
be. Over the course of nearly two years,
writing The Earth Consented took me on
not only a literary but a personal journey,
as I delved within to find new and creative
ways to tell a compelling story about the
nature of the universe, including what role
mankind may play amongst the intergalac-
tic community,” said Smith.

“I highly recommend reading The Earth
Consented, which electrified each of my
senses from the first to the final page.
The author seamlessly brings the reader
through the main character’s (Raquel
Quinney) journey through time and space.
And, while reading the novel, I felt like I
was accompanying Raquel as she interact-
ed with extra-terrestrial beings in places I'd
never imagined existed before. As a result
of reading this thought-provoking work,
I have begun to explore my own beliefs
about spirituality and different life forms,”
said reader, Julie Aponte.

Raquel Quinney, a young, naive woman
from North Scituate, RI, could never con-
ceive how her life would forever change
after her car breaks down on a dimly lit
back road. Searching for help, she discov-
ers something unfamiliar to this world nes-
tled deeply among the pine; the craft of an
ancient alien race. That’s when she is faced
with a decision that will ultimately define
her destiny - accept an invitation to sojourn
through deep space with an extra-terrestri-
al species to learn about the true nature of
the universe or return to her vehicle with
no recollection of their encounter.

What Raquel fatefully decides exposes
her to knowledge that mankind has long
been ignorant of, that everything in exis-
tence possesses consciousness and aware-

ness. This includes planets such as the
Earth, which initially consented to provide
a home for human life, but is regretting.

If what Raquel learns from the interstel-
lar travelers she’s come to know is accurate,
then immediately expanding humankind’s
consciousness is crucial. Raquel knows
she must find a way to demonstrate to the
world what the soul is to save the human
race, but doing so could poten-
tially  cost
her life.

The Earth
Consented
will provoke
readers into
starting  an
internal  dia-
logue about
what they be-
lieve may lie
beyond Earth’s
atmospheric
borders, in
the vastness of
space, as well as
whether or not
they believe in-
telligent life ex-
ists elsewhere in
the universe. It
will also compel
readers to con-
front their beliefs
about  whether
or not time travel
is possible, if re-
incarnation may be the pathway for a
soul’s ascension, where our dead go, and if
near-death experiences offer glimpses into
the next realm.

The Earth Consented is a wondrous tale
of human self-discovery. It is available for
purchase on Amazon (paperback and Kin-
dle) and at Barnes & Noble (ebook).

Smith is a native Rhode Islander, and
author of five published novels, includ-
ing The Earth Consented (science fiction/
extra-terrestrial), The Vampire (supernatu-
ral), and The 13th Apostle trilogy (which
includes The 13th Apostle, Divine Provi-
dence, and Thy Kingdom Come - religious
thriller genre).

Smith draws inspiration from personal
experiences, an innate curiosity of the uni-
versal energy force that connects all life, a
love for her home state’s storied history,
and a source that she considers of another

realm, but cannot explain or identify to cre-
ate the dramatic and intense storylines her
readers have come to expect from her

For more about author Raina C. Smith or
her books, please visit rainasmith.com. Or,
visit and follow her social media accounts
at Facebook: @ AuthorRainaCSmith

In addition to the book launch on June
24, Smith will make an appearance June 21
at 9 am. on WPRI-TV  The Rhode Show
(on WPRI-TV) and on Studio 10 (WJAR-
TV) on Thursday, June 29th at 12:30 p.m.

Contact a Generac dealer for full terms

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE
(401) 922-9007

)

=~. 7-Year Extended
Warranty*
A $695 Value!

GENERAC

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.



m Mermaids
(Continued from page 17)

The website goes on to say that dressing up as a char-
acter or concept, an interest known as cosplaying, allows
people to tap into the “world of play” and their inner child.
Those who role play as mermaids are also able to create
striking photography and digital artistry through their
costumes and makeup.

“It’s an incredible release to swim with a mermaid tail,
freeing and fun to glide under the water doing twists and
turns, flipping below the surface and then back up again,”
Walsh commented. She added that mermaiding is a great
way to improve well-being and fitness, as well as relieve
stress. “We practice performance mermaiding just for fun
and make videos to share with each other and on social
media.”

Most mermaid tails are made from a monofin, which sits
under a fabric, spandex or scuba knit tail skin —all of which
come in a variety of shapes and sizes. Dedicated merfolk
can make the financial commitment of a full silicone tail,
although this purchase is usually preceded by years of
practice in a fabric skin with a monofin. Costs of full sili-
cone tails usually begin at over $1,500.

Swimming as a mermaid also takes resolute practice and
technique, as stated by the group’s website, and typically
involves the dolphin kick to leverage the power of the fin
and propel a mermaid forward. Propulsion levels also de-
pend on the type of monofin a mermaid uses.

Walsh praises the diversity and acceptance that radiates
from their pod. Beginning with a small group of friends in-
terested in mermaiding, the group has transformed into a
unique program that connects with all walks of life, creat-
ing a supportive and collaborative environment for people
to discover an often lacked sense of play.

Merfolk from out of state

“We work hard to be welcoming to all folks who join our
group and encourage them in their pursuit of this wonder-
ful hobby,” Walsh stated. With the help of the Smithfield
YMCA, Ocean State Merfolk has created a program unlike
any other, welcoming guests from several New England
states.

Approximately twenty to thirty merfolk regularly join
the Ocean State Merfolk for their meetups. However,
Ocean State Merfolk hosts a collection of dedicated and
enthusiastic team members who help build their mermaid
community and turn their fantasies into a reality. Among
Walsh and other mermaid models, the team relies on their
“mertender,” Walsh’s husband Kevin, to deal with equip-
ment and camera technicalities.

Graefe, Alyssa, Toni and Abby are the four other mem-
bers of their “Dream Team” and are active merfolk them-
selves, participating in meetups and engaging with the
community and various charities. Grafe, not only fueling
the initial mermaiding idea, works as a creative assistant
and underwater model for the group. He recently complet-
ed a 24-hour swimming event to raise money for a Penn-
sylvania community center. Alyssa is a professional mer-
maid performer and can be booked to perform at various
events. She also makes regular appearances at “Children’s
Wishes” charity events. Toni, an excellent face painter, is
the team’s Make-Up, Costuming and Networking Coor-
dinator and the forefront of “mer-Made,” a Rhode Island
company that produces mermaid crowns and other mer-
maid themed items. Abby, artist and model, is a sculptor
who creates fantasy creatures from clay and craft materi-
als, which are featured in local galleries.

With the recent releases of the live action The Little Mer-
maid and the Netflix documentary Merpeople, increased
awareness and appreciation around mermaiding has sur-
faced. And, it has certainly brought more participants to
the Ocean State Merfolk.

“We are thrilled,” said Walsh about the support. Accord-
ing to her, five or six new merfolk will be attending their
meetup on June 11. She strives to give continued access to
a safe, mermaiding space for all.

Mermaid and artist Jessie Jewels recently organized an
Apple Cinemas mermaid-takeover for a showing of the
live action The Little Mermaid. Over twenty-five Ocean

POOL SIDE MERFOLK: Erin Walsh
provided this collection of photos from
meetings of Ocean State Merfolk.

Photo courtesy of Erin Walsh (Photo by Phlash Fotogra-
phy & Artistry www.phlashfotoart.com)

State Merfolk attended the Warwick theater, along with
merfolk from the Pod of New England, Pod of Northeast
and the Mermaids Merfolk of CT, RI, MA and NY. Jewels
is a mermaid of many pods, Ocean State Merfolk included.

At the event, mermaids watched the movie, sang its mu-
sic, and took plenty of pictures. Walsh noted that kids at
the showing got a “huge kick” out of their appearance.

Holding the title of Miss Rhode Island Mermaid for 2021,
2022 and 2023, as well as Queen of the Sea RI 2023, Jewels
is a strong advocate for clean, sustainable and accessible
waterways for everyone. Her platform, “Save the Bay, Save
the Mermaids,” voices oceanic issues and pushes towards
meeting them with action. Jewels often volunteers at Save
the Bay for events like beach cleanups, and advocates for
state legislature regarding Rhode Island waterways.

“It’s an excellent way to be heard about issues going on
in the environment,” she said of her pageant competing
and advocacy. “No one else is doing it around here. It’s
needed.”

Jewels additionally began creating art last year as a way
to aid her platform. Profit portions of all mermaid-related
art goes towards Save the Bay.

All it takes to become an Ocean State Merfolk is a short
questionnaire before entering the pod’s Facebook group,
as well as agreeing to the group’s rules. In the virtual
space, individuals can introduce themselves and get to
know each other. Announcements regarding meetups and
special events are also released there.

“It’s our goal to give everyone the opportunity to try the
experience of swimming in a mermaid tail and seeing just
how fun it can be,” Walsh said. “Nothing should hold you
back from giving it a try if you are interested.”

Nothing, not even the tail itself. Ocean State Merfolk lets
participants borrow Mertailor Mermaid Tails of all shapes
and sizes to try on, swim in and be photographed in. New
members are always given instructions on safe swimming
in a mermaid tail and are paired with veteran merfolk for a
one-on-one instruction session.

“Ocean State Merfolk is about having fun for fun’s
sake,” said Walsh. “I've traveled to Roatan, Honduras and
La Paz, Mexico on mermaiding adventures doing deep sea
photoshoots with fellow merfolk. Now I try to share that
mermazing experience with as many people as possible.”
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GRADUATIONS - FOURTH OF JULY - BBQ’s

Before the invitations go out make sure you invite us first!
Don’t Be a

Party
Pooﬁpe‘r

Planning a big pérty this
summer? Your septic system
is going to get a workout!

Ifit's been a while since it was
pumped out give us a call.

401-732-3234 FriendlySeptic.com

24/7 EMERGENCY SERVICE  SERVING ALL OF RHODE ISLAND
00 0000000000000 0000000000000°

HOME LOAN

INVESTMENT BANK®

Soaring Savings

4.50%

APY

¢ NEW LOCATIONS!

187 Wickenden St
Providence, RI
02903

2381 Post Rd
Warwick, RI
(1p.£:1:13)

3803 Post Rd
Warwick, RI
(1p£:3:1]

Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is effective as of 4/10/2023 and subject to change
thereafter. $25,000 minimum daily balance is required during each monthly cycle
period to earn interest. Other fees and/or charges may apply and could reduce

earnings. Member

2 isic

i The park

escheduled to Saturday June 17
5-8 PM in Pat t Park, Warwick

Finewsrks

Dusk at Salter Grove, Warwick

More inforr

w3 CELEBRATING 9() YEARS 2z

It's Some Kind
of Wonderful!

INCLUDING THE CLASSIC SONGS ..
| FEEL THE EARTH MOVE
(YOU MAKE ME FEEL LIKE) A NATURAL WOMAN
WILL YOU LOVE ME TOMORROW

SOME KIND OF WONDERFUL
IT'STOOLATE  ONE FINE DAY

... AND MANY MORE!

ON STAGE NOW THRU JULY 8!

BILL HANNEY’S THEATREBYTHESEA.COM
401.782.TKTS (8587)

364 CARDS POND RD. WAKEFIELD, RI

FOLLOW US
AOFFICIALTBTS

THEATR

BY THE SEA
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Quaker Transmissions

Family Owned & Operated Since 1961

Transmission Problems Are Not A Problem!

* Automobiles & Light Trucks e Towing Available
e Foreign & Domestic o Free Road Tests & Estimates
e Expert Clutch Service e Complete Drive Line Service

67 Tiogue Avenue, Rte. 3, West Warwick

Hours: Mon. - Fri. 8 a.m. - 6 p.m.

If you think you have a problem, don’t hesitate to call

IEW

SR 826-2800

By JENNIFER COATES

Though it may not feel like it yet, summer is less than a
week away! Summer is the perfect time for ROAD TRIPS,
so travel-planners who have big cross-country ambitions or
for those with more local aspirations, now is the time to get
your vehicle ready to hit the pavement!

Summer in Rhode Island can be hot, even stifling hot at
times. And heat and your vehicle’s transmission can be a
tough combination. Your transmission is one of the most
important components of your car, and if it is compromised
in any way, it puts everything at risk for irreparable damage.
Transmission troubles can appear in any season and can
bring with them a host of major repairs and unexpected
expenses — that is unless you are diligent about tending to
signs of trouble.

for your vehicle ~ one that specializes in transmission,
clutch, and drive train repair ~ then Quaker Transmissions
in West Warwick is the place to go. The owner of Quaker
Transmissions, Rob George, is known for his technical
expertise as well as the dedication and loyalty he has shown
his customers since the business opened decades ago.
This is a family-run operation that depends on its reputation
for excellence and quality workmanship to compete in the
world of auto repair. Rob and his talented crew are 100%
committed to servicing your car with professionalism and
efficiency so you can be on the way to your destination as
planned this year.

Few things on a car are as difficult to fix as the transmission,
and this is not a job for home mechanics. You also don't want
to be stuck on a deserted highway with any car problems!
If your car is suddenly grinding, slamming, or just not going
into gear, you most likely have a transmission problem on

When you are looking for honest, knowledgeable service y

L OCAL BUSIN ESS
= (O

Quaker Transmissions

Get your vehicle ready for summer road trips

1

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

Come to Quaker Transmissions, a familiar landmark on Tiogue Avenue in West Warwick, for all your vehicle
repairs this summer ~ and every season. Reliable. Professional. Affordable. Honest.

your hands.

Seek the assistance of the professionals at Quaker
Transmission if the car has these warning signs: it is no
longer going into gear, it is slipping out of gear while driving
or if a substantial amount of fluid is leaking and leaving a pool
under your vehicle. Repairing damage to your transmission
early can help save you money and keep you on the road for
a long time to come.

Quaker Transmissions provides outstanding repair work
for electronic, axle, 4 x 4, and transmission problems, as well
as performs expert clutch replacements and repairs on all

automobiles and light trucks, both foreign and domestic.
They handle all automatic and manual transmissions and
provide the ever-important preventive maintenance work to
extend the life of your transmission.

Don't put off automotive repairs if you are worried about
cost! Contact Barbara George at the office to discuss
financing options!

Quaker Transmissions is located at 687 Tiogue Avenue,
Route 3, in West Warwick. Hours are Monday to Friday,
8:00a.m.~ 5:00p.m. Quaker Transmissions can be reached
at 401-826-2800 (Fax 823-8310).

David’s
¢J Greenwood
BARBER SHOP

Specializing in
Men’s & Boys’ Haircutting

2879 Post Road, Warwick
738-7790

’ L ] \
Polynesian & Cantonese Cuisine
FULL SERVICE BAR NOW OPEN!

We serve the most delicious
Polynesian drinks and cocktails.

1278 Post Road, Warwick
467-7440

12 pm to 10 pm Daily * Takeout until 9:30 PM

. 5”'-\
AW,
wi i I.IL

Harris Blinds & Shutiers

== A Verticals Etc. Company |l!II
1638 Warwick Ave., Warwick

737-4917

CUSTOM WINDOW TREATMENTS
FREE In-Home Consultation ® FREE Installation
Guaranteed Best Price

Good Food
Moderate Prices

ORDERS TO GO

Delivery Day & Night

738-9861
2318 West Shore Rd.

Warwick, RI
Sunday-Thursday 11am-10:30pm
Friday & Saturday 11am-11:30pm

(SLANGER

BESTHAURKANT

The Travel Connection

Honeymoon and Destination Specialists

1265R Post Road » Warwick, RI 02888  @Now|locateg
(401) 946-6010 InWarwick

Susan Rezendes — Owner/Travel Consultant

AFTERYOU SET THE DATE

The Travel Connection
can help you plan the honeymoon

We are a full-service travel agency with honeymoon and
destination specialists available to help you plan the
honeymoon of your dreams.

/i

www.travelconnectionri.com

BROADWAY )} TIRE

e @4ufo Senvice

The Courthouse Deli

SALADS I APPETIZERS | SANDWICHES 1 SPECIALS

THE COURTHOUSE DEU
Sous SALADS SuaE

NOW OPEN ki ' =¥
SATURDAY 24 [luaker Lane, Warwn:k 401-900-DELI
11AM-3PM! TUE-FRI 11AM-5PM, SAT 11AM-3PM, SUN & MON CLOSED

Order online! Visit www.thecourthousedeliri.com

¢ WARWICK BEACON
¢ CRANSTON HERALD
¢ JOHNSTON SUNRISE

BEACON ::::

COMMUNICATIONS * RI NEWSPAPER GROUP

SUZANNE
WENDOLOSKI

ACCOUNT EXECUTIVE
suzannew@rhodybeat.com
p 401-732-3100 ext 214

1944 WARWICK AVENUE WARWICK, RHODE ISLAND 02889

HM! PRLRACE

CHINESE RESTAURANT

Finest Chinese Cuisine
Cantonese ® Szechuan ® Hunan
Exotic Drinks — Take Out Orders

2470 West Shore Rd., Warwick, RI

738-2238 » 738-2239

www.hanpalacechineserestaurant.com

T hautk, You

Helping Local

Ortho Rhode Island

Caring for your every move.

for, qoun conlinued loyally

Busineses Thnive & Swwive

Call ws at 732-3100 1o advitie youn busines
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RhodyMoney

5 budget-friendly travel tips

FAMILY FEATURES

or many people, traveling is about exploring new cul-
tures, landscapes, cuisines and ideas. However, the
cost of the trip is still one of the most important con-
siderations when booking a vacation.

In fact, according to a survey conducted by Slickdeals, a
one-of-a-kind online community of shoppers working togeth-
er to shop smarter and save more, 81% of respondents listed
total cost as their top consideration followed by a desire for
kid-friendly experiences at the destination and discounts or
deals on transportation and lodging.

Even amid reported concerns about inflation (56%), in-
creasing flight costs (51%) and gas prices (49%), 84% of
families plan to spend the same amount or more on travel this
year as last. Among the respondents, 42% plan to spend be-
tween $1,501-3,000 and 15% plan to spend $5,000 or more
on travel.

While traveling is undoubtedly an investment, it doesn’t
have to break the bank. Consider these tips from Pete King,
deal expert for Slickdeals, to save money as you begin plan-
ning your next excursion.

Set your budget with hidden costs in mind. When setting
budgets, many people stop at the basics like transportation,
accommodations and entertainment. Make sure to factor in
additional costs such as pet care, food, checked luggage fees
and airport and hotel parking so there are no surprises at the
end of the trip.

EMBARK ACCOUNT

Independence.

Earned.

Not Given.

Look for deals. Being open to a variety of destinations and travel
dates can help you score the best deals. If you’re tired of switch-
ing between booking sites or searching online for bargains, consider
browsing the latest travel deals on the Slickdeals Travel Page where
community members share some of the best travel deals on the in-
ternet, which can save you time and effort when looking for savings
on your trip. You can even set deal alerts to be notified when deals
pop up for your desired destination.

Bring an empty water bottle. While Transportation Security Ad-
ministration regulations don’t allow you to bring most fluids through
security checkpoints in airports, packing an empty water bottle in
your carry-on or personal item can save you from high costs inside
the terminal. Once you’re through security, simply fill your bottle
at the nearest water fountain. An added bonus: You can take the full
bottle on the airplane to stay hydrated during the flight without hav-
ing to rely on the small complimentary beverage on board.

Pack less than you think you’ll need. Many people overpack, and

Call today to reserve your
advertising space for our
monthly section:

Rhody
Money

Running in the Warwick Beacon,
Cranston Herald, Johnston
Sun Rise & The Reminder.

With a total circulation of over

35,000 in the West Bay, it's a
great place to advertise.

732-3100

or

821-2216

Banking designed
for the self-made teen.

Enroll in a digital-focused Embark
Account with as little as $10 and enjoy:

- NO FEES*

- Mobile Deposits & Alerts
- Card Controls

- Money Management

L
v

Navigant

CREDIT UNION"®

Learn more at NavigantCU.org or by

calling 401-233-4700

*Fees may apply to out-of-network ATMs. Primary members 13-17 years old require a parent or
guardian as a joint owner on the account. When the primary member turns 22 years old, the account
will automatically switch to a Journey Rewards Checking account or an equivalent account type S|
offered at that time. Bill Payment, Pop Money and EFT only available for members 18 years of age
and older. This account will not be eligible for overdraft privilege. There are no Insufficient Funds
(Returned or Paid), or Uncollected Funds fees. Federally Insured by NCUA.

v
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We Cancel Timeshares for You

Many people believe their timeshares cannot be canceled, but they
often can be. Our founder and CEO, Chuck McDowell, has successfully
fought in federal court for the right to help timeshare owners — like
you — out of their “binding” agreements. Whether you were misled or
pressured, you may have an easy exit.

How Does the Cancellation Process Work?

= o Start with a FREE consultation to discuss your needs.

o |f we see that the circumstances of your agreement qualify you
to exit the timeshare, you'll be assigned a specialist to walk
you through gathering documentation.

e Our Resolution Department then works quickly to have your
timeshare and related fees permanently terminated.

We are able to help most timeshare owners that contact us. You could be
one phone call away from complete peace of mind.

Get your free information kit and see if you qualify:

866-434-0252

—
Photos courtesy of Getty Images

that can be a costly mistake. A single checked bag can cost as much
as $50, and some airlines charge extra for a ticket that includes a
carry-on. For a weekend trip, keep it simple with a carry-on or back-
pack, and for longer adventures, keep in mind nobody at your desti-
nation will likely know you wore the same jeans two days in a row.

Find the right rewards credit card. If you have a rewards credit
card, you could get cash back when you make certain purchases.
You could get a percentage back on groceries, travel, dining and
more. For example, with a travel rewards credit card, you earn
points or miles that can be redeemed for future travel plans. General
travel cards earn points or miles on virtually every purchase, regard-
less of airline or hotel chain, while co-branded cards that align with
a specific airline or hotel reward users with more points for loyalty
spending and provide additional benefits like free checked bags or a
free night’s stay on your card anniversary.

Find deals on travel and more at Slickdeals.com/travel.

Rewriting the Rules of
Retirement

Retirement comes with more time for the things
you love. A reverse mortgage can help you fund
them.

\/Pay off your existing mortgage to eliminate
monthly payments'

v/ Get additional income tax-free cash to use for
what matters most?

v/ Continue to own your home just like a
traditional mortgage

Contact Carol Miller, your local
Reverse Mortgage Specialist.

[ (401) 406-1247 (Cell)
& carol.miller@longbridge-financial.com

NMLS #595725

1. Property taxes, homeowners' insurance, and home maintenance required. The home must be your primary residence.
2. Consult a financial advisor and appropriate government agencies for any effect on taxes or government benefits.
Branch Office: 1 International Blvd, Suite 900 Mahwah, NJ 07495, NMLS #957935, Licensed by Rhode Island Third Party
Loan Servicer License 20193879LS, Rhode Island Lender License 20153084LL, MA Debt Collector License DC957935,
Mortgage Lender License, with reverse mortgage authority ML 957935.

WESLEY

FINANCIAL GROUP, LLC

" Risk Free
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SPORTS

Clippers knock Hawks out of playoffs

Cumberland
shocks
Hendricken
In pod final

By ALEX SPONSELLER

The Cumberland baseball team beat
the odds and would get wins in back to
back games to oust the top-seeded Bish-
op Hendricken Hawks from the Division
I postseason.

Hendricken got a win over the Clip-
pers last week to send them to the losers’
bracket, but Cumberland would storm
back to turn the tables in unlikely fash-
ion to punch its ticket to the state cham-
pionship against La Salle this weekend.

Cumberland would get a 4-2 win last
Wednesday to force the winner-take-all
matchup on Friday.

The Clippers would take Hendricken
pitcher Griffin Crain to deep water early,
scoring 3-0 runs in the first inning.

Crain settled down from there to hold
the Clippers to just one more run in the
final six innings. Frank Tillinghast would
knock in a run on a sac fly and the
Hawks made it 4-2, but the Clippers’
defense would bail themselves out by
turning two double-plays to go along
with starting pitcher Michael Bradshaw’s
complete-game gem.

“We just didn’t come through with the
clutch hit. We had our opportunities, but
we hit into two double-plays, credit to
(Bradshaw), he pitched really well. We
wanted to try to get deep into counts but
at times we lost that patience, we were
going after the first pitch. We need baser-
unners, we need to work the count, there
were times where we chased the first
pitch and let him off the hook,” said
Hendricken coach Ed Holloway:.

Holloway was proud of Crain’s re-
sponse after the shaky first inning, but

3
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ON THE HILL: Bishop Hendricken starting pitcher Griffin Crain works last week against Cumberland. (Photos by Alex Sponseller)

By ALEX SPONSELLER

The Pilgrim softball team
is grinding through the Di-
vision I playoffs and reached
this week’s losers” bracket
final against Bay View.

The Pats wrapped up a
1-0 win over the Bengals last
week to send them to the
losers” bracket and remain
in the winners’ group. Pil-
grim ace Alyssa Twomey
was stellar in the circle,
pitching a complete-game
shutout and allowing no
runs on just four hits. She
finished the gem with 13
strikeouts.

Gillian Brown knocked in
the game’s lone run in the
fifth inning which would be
enough for the Pats to hold
on to the win.

Things would get rocky
for Pilgrim the following
game when La Salle took a
4-2 decision on Monday
night to send the Pats to the
losers’ bracket.

The Rams would score a
pair of runs in the third in-
ning to take the lead, but
Pilgrim responded in the
sixth with two runs of its
own to tie things up head-
ing to the seventh inning.

Madison Wrench would
notch a two-run single to
send home Dasani Stewart
and Jenna Altieri.

The momentum was
short-lived as La Salle

Twomey named
Gatorade POY

Pilgrim standout softball pitcher Alyssa Twomey was re-
cently named the Gatorade Player of the Year for the state
of Rhode Island for the second straight season. The senior
Providence College commit has been the state’s best
pitcher this season and recently led the team to a com-
plete-game shutout win over Bay View in the Division |
playoffs. For her dominant performance and recent award,
she is also the Warwick Beacon'’s Player of the Week. ]
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CLUTCH HIT: Pilgrim’s Madison Wrench after knocking in a pair of runs to tie the game
against La Salle on Monday night. (Photos by Alex Sponseller)
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Hosted by The Russell J Boyle & Son
Funeral Home
Call us at (401) 732-8800
with any questions

Family Satrety Day

Come out for this informative afternoon

of safety and fun!
Date: June 17™, 2023

¢ Demonstrations by our local

g Time: 12:30PM to 3PM
Warwick Fire Department

¢ Fire Trucks Location: Russell Boyle Funeral Home
¢ Activities

¢ Fire Safety 142 Centerville Road

¢ Free Snacks and Beverages Warwick, Rl 02886
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How does the moon impact fishing?

By CAPT. DAVE MONTI

“I want to offer some insights re-
garding how and why I break the
season down into moon periods,”
said Peter Jenkins, chair of the board
of the American Saltwater Guides
Association and owner of The Salt-
water Edge tackle shop in Middle-
town, RI.

Jenkins looks at each period as 15
days which is, roughly, half of a
month — it is the seven days before,
the day of the new or full moon and
the seven days following.

The moon has influence on the
ocean and the fish. They drive the
tide timings and the strength of the
current, they also drive the measur-
able height of the tide and how dark
the night will be if there is no cloud
cover.

“My own observations over
20-plus years fishing for striped
bass from the surf, tell me that there
is no denying the fact that these pe-
riods of stronger currents are usual-
ly the times when bodies of fish
make a move, into or out of a bay,
from one region to another or even
just a few miles down the beach,”
said Jenkins.

With stronger currents, bait and
fish movement are greater so the
odds of catching fish are greater.
For information on fishing strate-
gies, tactics, tackle and gear visit
www.saltwateredge.com.

Where’s the bite?

Striped bass and bluefish. Capt.
Ray Stachelek of Cast-a-Fly Charters
said, “Last Thursday anglers Dave
Pollack and Mario Renzi of South
Carolina hooked up with multiple
striped bass to 25 pounds on a fly
rod and bluefish to 12 pounds with
fish chasing sand eels from Pr. Ju-
dith to Hazard Avenue, Narragan-
sett.” Dave Henault of Ocean State
Bait & Tackle, Providence, said,
“The striped bass and bluefish bite
slowed a bit this week with most of
the action moving to the lower East
Passage with Portsmouth, Middle-
town and Newport doing well. The
bite out in front of Newport is good
too.”

“The striped bass and bluefish
bite diminished in Providence, yet
the bite at Colt State Park and Bris-
tol Harbor remained strong with
pogies and trolling with tube &
work and umbrella rings working
well for customers,” said John Lit-
tlefield of Archie’s Bait & Tackle,
Riverside.

Joe Castaldi of Quaker Lane Bait
& Tackle, North Kingstown said,
“Although things slowed in the Bay
this week the bite out in front off
Newport and Pt. Judith remain very
strong for large bass.”

East End Eddie Doherty Cape
Cod Canal fishing expert and author
said, “The action had come to a
screeching halt on the Canal last
week until Tuesday morning when
the breaking tide brought a good
size school of striped bass in from
Buzzards Bay... High hook goes to
‘Paulie the Painter” Gravina of Sand-
wich who was throwing his Hog Is-

land Canal Pencil that fooled an en-
ergetic striper weighing 31 pounds!”

Angler Curt Shumway reports a
strong weekend striped bass bite on
the Southwest Ledge of Block Island
where he hooked up with four nice
striped bass to 45 pounds. Angler
Greg Spier said on the RI Saltwater
Anglers blog, “Trolled a bit to start
off two hours after low tide on the
lower Sakonnet River. Plenty of
boats fishing, think with live pogies.
Did not see many fish being board-
ed. We were using tube and worm,
nothing. Fished the incoming tide
till high tide on a reef off Newport
and it yielded a 35-inch striper.”

Declan O’Donnell of Breachway
Bait & Tackle, Charlestown, said,
“Striped bass fishing is becoming
more consistent with the bass ag-
gressively feeding on sand eels and
squid on the south shore and bun-
ker up in the bay. There are also
quite a few bass being caught back
in the salt ponds on live bait and
artificials. Big bluefish are still
around mixed in with the bass.”

Scup, black sea bass and summer
flounder. “We had a customer catch
a 6.25-pound black sea bass at the
Newport Bridge this weekend along
with three nice keeper flukes. Scup
is moving up the bay to Colt State
part with anglers a Sabin Pont catch-
ing a few too,” said Littlefield of
Archie’s Bait & Tackle.

Castaldi of Quaker Lane said,
“The scup and black sea bass bite is
very good in the Bay off southern
southern coastal shores.”

Henault of Ocean Stale Tackle,
said, “The scup, black sea bass and
summer flounder bite is goo on the
East Passage channel pads, in front
of Warwick Light and at Prudence
Island with areas out in front off
Newport producing for anglers
too.”

“The best fluke bite seems to be
out in deeper water so you might
want to start looking in depths of 40
feet or more. Block Island has been
more consistent than the south
shore. Scup reports are improving
with mostly large scup and there are
a few black sea bass being caught.
Bigger ones in deeper water and
shorts in shallow water,” said
O’Donnell of Breachway Bait &
Tackle.

Freshwater fishing remains strong
for both largemouth bass and trout
in ponds that have been stocked in-
cluding Willet Avenue Pond, River-
side which was restocked last
week.” said John Littlefield of Ar-
chie’s. Castaldi of Quaker Lane
said, “The largemouth bass bite re-
mains very strong for customers
with many having positive results
with shiners. And the trout bite in
stocked ponds remains strong.”

Dave Monti holds a captain’s master
license and charter fishing license. He
serves on a variety of boards and com-
missions and has a consulting business
focusing on clean oceans, habitat pres-
ervation, conservation, renewable ener-
Qy, and fisheries related issues and cli-
ents. Forward fishing news and photos
to dmontifish@uverison.net or visit
www.noflukefishing.com.
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ON THE FLY: Fly fishing expert Dave Pollack and Mario Renzi hooked up with multiple striped bass
to 25 pounds on Cast-a-Fly Charters last Thursday. (Submitted photos)

I

NOT SINGING THE BLUES: Brandon Davis said, “These bluefish are large compared to what we
have in Chesapeake Bay, Maryland area. And they are a lot of fun to catch”
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PLUMBING & HEATING Inc.

“Service that Satisfies”
Complete Plumbing Service
Residential & Commercial
New & Remodeling Work

Gas & Oil Boilers Installed * Sewer Rooter Service

e
834 West Shore Rd.
Warwick, RI 02889

Gas & Electric Hot Water Heaters

739-9437

Pipe Fitters Master 1 #6511

MP #01695

781-8434

FURNITURE

* REPAIRED
* REFINISHED
* UPHOLSTERED

EST. SINCE 1940

vmignanelli.com

ANTIQUES RESTORED
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418 MAPLE STREET, WARWICK, RI 02888
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This Week s
Fedatured Business...

William J Riley
Plumbing & Heating
738-1688

ePietro Roofing, Inc.
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ROOFING SPECIALISTS
CALL FOR SPECIALS!
Quality Work » All Phases of Roofing

for only

12 week commitment)

for an additional $9 per week.

Call 732-3100
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Add the Cranston Herald or Johnston SunRise

ALL PHASES of PLUMBING-HEATING
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Find coupon at www.rileyplumbing.com
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DESIGN/BUILD

SHERIDAN
ELECTRIC
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Hawks make right decision on Clemmey

he Bishop Hendricken base-

ball team fell in consecutive
games to Cumberland this past
week to be eliminated from the
Division I playoffs. It was an un-
expected defeat as the Hawks
appeared to be on a collision
course with North Kingstown,
who was also ousted from the
tournament.

The big question heading into
the winner-take-all matchup was
whether or not Hendricken
would turn to ace pitcher Alex
Clemmey. Clemmey is a Vander-
bilt commit and a lock to be se-
lected in the upcoming MLB
Draft. He was nearly untouchable
this spring and essentially a cheat
code for the Hawks. If Clemmey
was pitching, it would take an
extraordinary effort on the other
side to get a win.

Clemmey was rested and in the
clear to take the hill if his number
was called this weekend. I'm not
sure if there was a gentleman'’s
agreement prior to the game be-
tween the coaching staffs to not
turn to their No. 1 hurlers, but
neither team threw their top guns
in the final matchup to start the
game.

Hendricken trailed 3-1 prior to
the rain pushing the remainder of
the game to Saturday. It was un-
clear if the Hawks would throw

Clemmey out there to start on
Saturday, or at any point as the
game wore On.

Hendricken elected to keep
Clemmey stashed on the bench
and allowed the other pitchers to
do their thing.

Some may wonder if the Hawks
made the correct decision and it is
a fair second guess.

At the end of the day, all things
considered, the Hawks did in fact
make the best choice and they
deserve a ton of respect for it.

There is much more at stake
here than a high school champi-
onship. Clemmey has an oppor-
tunity to be a professional player
and to go on to make millions and
fulfill a dream that very few peo-
ple even come close to realizing.
To risk his health for a high school
game would be dicey ... a poten-
tial disaster.

Now, that is not to say that
these games were meaningless.
Most of these players won’t be
suiting up after they graduate.
For them, this is the biggest tour-
nament of their lives.

For Clemmey, though, it is dif-
ferent. He is different.

Clemmey is a rare athlete that
requires different treatment from
the other players on the team.
When I say different, it has noth-
ing to do with the fundamental

My pitch

by
ALEX

SPONSELLER
SpPoRTs EDITOR

ALEXS@
RHODYBEAT.COM

requirements of being a quality
player and teammate. He should
be held accountable for his per-
formance, effort, attitude. He
should be required to be present
every day and to be putting in the
same work as everyone else.

When I say different, the above
scenario is exactly what I mean.
His future is just too bright to
jeopardize. Especially with a po-
tential championship series on
the horizon, Hendricken had to
pick and choose its usage and it
chose correctly by taking the con-
servative approach.

Had Clemmey pitched, the
Clippers likely would have been
shut down. I'm sure he would
have relished the chance to put
his cape on and save the day, but
sometimes these competitors

need to be saved from them-
selves.

Not to mention the fact that
even without Clemmey, the
Hawks had the most talented
crop of pitchers in the state. They
were certainly not hurting for
quality pitching during his ab-
sence.

Although the question has been
asked, I am pleasantly surprised
that it has not become a divisive
topic. It gives me faith that we
here in Rhode Island do recognize
the big picture. As much as we
care about championships, as
much as we root for these kids to
have the opportunity to play on
the state’s biggest stage, their
lives will continue on after high
school and championships will be
fond memories, not make-or-
break occurrences that will im-
pact their futures.

The Johnston boys volleyball
team just finished its second
straight perfect season as it rolled
to the Division III title over Paw-
tucket.

What a massive year for John-
ston sports as the basketball team
won in the winter and now the
volleyball team in the spring. It
has been a ton of fun to cover and
I am happy for the town as it has
one of the richest sports histories

in the state.

Although the teams have re-
mained competitive in my five
years here, these were the first
championships they’ve won in
that span which has given me a
sense of nostalgia, and I'm not
even a native Rhode Islander.

When walking through the ath-
letic wing of the high school on
Cherry Hill, it is fascinating to see
the legends that have come
through the town. It almost feels
like this year has been a revival,
Johnston sports are truly back.

When it comes to the volleyball
team specifically, what a power-
house program it has become.
The Panthers have not lost in two
seasons and only dropped two
sets all spring long. That is domi-
nance at its finest.

I can’t imagine that they will be
held in Division III next season.
I'm a big believer in letting teams
enjoy their time in the sun once
they’ve broken through as cham-
pions, but it is clear that the Pan-
thers are a notch above the rest.
Sure, they will have a new look
with a handful of seniors gradu-
ating, but you don’t go unbeaten
in dominant fashion with just a
strong senior core. This team has
the depth and coaching to com-
pete at the next level. I'll be excit-
ed to see what they do.

m Hawks
(Continued from page 26)

was disappointed to see the Hawks’

continued struggles at the plate.

“He did a great job and pitched his
heart out. If we got a clutch hit or two
then it might have been a different
game. It has been a problem for us all
year. Our pitching has been tremen-
dous and we get these opportunities to
have a big inning but settle for one
run. That’s been the tale of the season.
We have left a ton of guys on base and
we did that again today,” said Hollo-
way. “We just need to hit the ball and
score runs. I'm sure they’re saying the
same thing, neither of us will be pitch-
ing our number one’s. We just need to
get baserunners, get hits and see how

it goes.”

Cumberland would win a wild 8-6
game in the pod final, which took
place across two days thanks to a rain
postponement on Friday afternoon.

Cumberland’s offense would roll
and take a 3-1 lead on Friday before
the rain stopped play in the fourth in-
ning. The Clippers came out hot once
again on Saturday as play resumed,
mounting an 8-1 advantage heading to

the seventh inning.

Hendricken'’s offense finally took off
and would put up five runs to make it
8-6. With the tying runs on second and
third base, Cumberland would make a
pitching change which would pay off
as Hendricken grounded out to end

the game.

Crain and Tillinghast knocked in 2 oA, et

runs in the seventh while Ryan Thomp-
son and Cole Hambly also found their
way home. Hendricken also earned a

run on a bases-loaded walk.

Hendpricken finished the season with

a 23-4 overall record.

Lo

END OF THE ROAD: Hendricken's Ryan Thompson (left) and J

1&(,. +

ack LaRose take on Cumberland last week.

WIN OR GO HOME: Pilgrim’s Gillian Brown (left) and Marin Prest make plays in the field against La Salle on Monday.

m Pats

(Continued from page 26)

turned around to add two more runs in
the top of the seventh, and Pilgrim was
unable to close the gap in the bottom
half of the inning.

“They have the best offense in the
state and it's been that way all season.
We knew it wasn’t going to be easy to
get a W but now we have another crack
at it,” said Pilgrim coach Carlos Rodas
after the loss.

Twomey finished the day with seven
strikeouts. La Salle freshman pitcher
Hailey Vigneau has kept the Pats’ of-
fense off-balance this season, no-hitting
Pilgrim in their previous meeting and
holding them to just four hits and two
runs on Monday.

“She spins the ball and she’s tough. If
you're not technically sound she’s really
tough on you,” Rodas said.

The Rams and Pats split the regular
season series with Pilgrim winning on
opening day. The offenses have yet to
truly break out in three games, but
should they meet again, Rodas believes
that could change.

“Each team saw the pitches better
than they did the last two times. If we
see these guys again for a fourth and
possibly fifth game, the way we have
with Coventry the past two years, the
offenses will have a huge advantage,”
said Rodas.

Pilgrim was slated to take on Bay
View on Wednesday with the winner
advancing to the state final against the
Rams and the loser going home. Jump-
ing out to an early start will be key, ac-
cording to Rodas.

“First team to 1. That’s how it’s been
with us, the first team to 1 wins. It’s the
two best pitchers in the state, so get your
popcorn ready,” said Rodas.

Should Pilgrim top Bay View, it would
have to beat La Salle twice as the Rams
have yet to lose a game in the double-
elimination plavoff.



Start of
things to come

Damp and unseasonably cold weather for June didn't de-
ter the Warwick Fire Fighters Soccer Club from breaking
ground for a 1,760 square foot field house at Winslow
Park, 300 Airport Road. The building, to provide rest-
rooms, meeting room, storage and snack bar will be an
integral part of the recreation programs offered by WFF-
SC. The club has set a $500,000 fundraising target that
it aims to meet through events, in-kind contributions and
support from the Local 330 Carpenters Union, local busi-
ness, sponsorships, and government issued grants. Other
businesses pitching in to make the field house a reality are
K. Lyons Construction, FW Webb, Mattera and Sons
Electric LLC and Priority Plumbing. The club has 650 play-
ers in the recreational program and 380 in the competi-
tive/travel program. There are also 80 in the referee pro-
gram. WFFSC has been recognized as the largest club in
RI for several years. Among those speaking at the ground-
breaking were Congressman Seth Magaziner, Mayor Frank
Picozzi, Councilmen Tim Howe and Council President
Steve McAllister and WFFSC president Doyle Byrd as
well as state representatives and member of the City
Council. (Warwick Beacon photos)

Warwick Fire Fighters Soccer Club NEW FIELD HOUSE

WINSLOW PARK, 300 AIRPORT ROAD, WARWICK, RI

NORTHEAST VIEW

.

RENDERINGS COURTESY OF JLC DESIGN STUDIOS

BECOME ALIVING
ORGAN DONOR

TODAY

> Die Every Day
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And Help Someone Discover An
Entirely New Way To Look At Tomorrow.
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LUES ACROSS 5. Nocturnal S. American rodent
. Ina place to sleep 56. Liquefied natural gas

. Chemical compound (abbr.) . Afflicted

. A way to fish 59. Electronic counter-

. Classic Linklater film “__ and countermeasures
Confused” 60. Popular HBO fantasy series

. Legume (abbr.)

. Indonesian island 61. Spiritual leader of a Jewish

. Smooth, creamy substance congregation

. Arctic 62. Large body of water

. Wood sorrels 63. __kosh, near Lake Winnebago

. Defied 64. Impudence

. Cattle

. Tableland

. Honorably retired and retaining
one’s title . Unit of transmission

. Repossession . Rockers Better Than

. Danced . Bambi is one

. Adult males . Highest parts of something

. A type of section . Correct behavior

. Type of Japanese animation . Batty

. Satisfaction . Cyprinid fishes

. Fit . Expression of sorrow or pity

. “Ain’t No Sunshine” singer

. Failure . American rocker Snider

. Israeli city . W. African language

. French river . Symbol to mark for removal

. Cavalry-sword . Squad

Sponsor

CLUES DOWN
. Payroll firm

. Site of the famous Leaning Tower
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. Resident

. Federal savings bank

. Paddle

. Returned material authorization
(abbr.)

. One point south of due east

. Winter melon

. Last or greatest in an indefinitely
large series

. Anger

. Central European river

. First responders

. Spanish noble

. Persons with absence of skin
pigment

. Defunct airline

. Small island (British)

. The extent of something from
beginning to end

. Capital of Bangladesh

. Dutch cheese
. Imitates

. A contest of speed

. Swiss river

. Prejudice

. Actor Idris

. UNLV’s are Runnin’
8. Criticize

the

Crossword Puzzle!

PLACE YOUR AD HERE

Only $50.00/wk.

5.19” x 3”
(FREE Color If Available)

Matching(Blelglel¢

Call 401.732.3100

1-781-821-2204
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Classifieds

WEST BAY 401-732-3100
: i H -4 1 = BUSINESS SERVICE ADS:
OFFICE HOURS Monday thru Fnday 9:00 AM - 4:30 PM Please check vour Ad' ADVEBTISINE cnsTs' $32.00 per column inch - Warwick Beacon, Cranston Herald and
We make every effort to carefully proofread all advertisements, LINE-BY-LINE: Johnston Sun Rise

TO PLACE OR CANCEL A CLASSIFIED AD:

Call 732-3100 by —
¢ 10 AM Monday for
Cranston Herald (Thursday),
Warwick Beacon (Thursday) &
Johnston Sun Rise (Thursday)

however, we ask you to check your ad the first time it appears.

If you find an error, call 732-3100 so that we may correct it
in the next publication. Beacon Communications shall not
be liable for errors or omissions in, or failure to insert, any
advertisement for which it may be responsible beyond the
cost of the actual space occupied by the item in which error
or omission or failure to insert occurred. Advertiser will be
entitled to refund of advertisement price or insertion in next
issue at advertiser’s option.

1 Week — Warwick Beacon, Cranston Herald and Johnston Sun Rise

4 lines - $25.00; each additional line $4.00

4 Weeks or More — Warwick Beacon, Cranston Herald and
Johnston Sun Rise
4 lines - $23.00 per week; each additional line $4.00

CLASSIFIED DISPLAY:

1 Week — Warwick Beacon, Cranston Herald and Johnston Sun Rise

$35.00 per column inch.

Ad Must Run 4 Consecutive Weeks.
Add the Rl Reminder:

$8.00 per column inch. Ad Must Run 4 Consecutive Weeks.

Email ads to: AshleyM@rhodybeat.com
CREDlT POL|CY We accept all major credit cards. We will bill line-by-line classified

ads (with the exception of YARD SALE ADS) to customers adding $1.50 billing fee. Business
Service ads must be prepaid until a Credit Application has been approved and account established.

Cemetery Plots
For Sale

Highland Memorial Cem-
etery Lots, Oaklawn Sec-
tion, Lot 12D, Graves 3 &
4 $1800.00 each. Con-
tact: sedgleyl3@aol.com
941-661-0863 or 941-
429-4950.

Garage for Rent

Garage for rent. Clean
storage only. Great for
car or boat. Some electric
included. Interior: 19 X 20
ft. $800.00/mo. Call 401-
885-4574.

Highland Memorial Park
Section O, Hope Lot
#110, plots 2 & 3, both
for $1,200. Call 401-738-
8404.

Classes/Instruction

Equine Based Mindful-
ness Stress Relief Pro-
gram for adults at Step-
ping Stone Ranch: For
details, visit stepping-
stoneranch.com or call
397-3725.

Cleaning Services

Dina’s Cleaning Service:
Professional and reliable
cleaning. Residential and
commercial. 20 years in
business. References
available. Owner, Dina:
401-580-3830.

For Sale

Indoor Thermador gas-
grill & hood $350; SubZe-
ro counter-depth fridge
$325; Dacor dbl. electric
wall-oven $325; Lasco
bath-jacuzzi $200. Con-
tact: bjgdesynz@yahoo.
com

Help Wanted

Home
Improvements

Pro Home Improvements
- Specializing in kitchen,
baths, and basement re-
modeling and any interior
repairs. prohomeimprov.
com. Free est. Licensed
and insured. Call Pat at
401-374-3929.

CLEANERS: 1st & 2nd
Shift, 20-25 hours per
week, Monday-Saturday.
$14/hour. Must have valid
Driver's License, reliable
vehicle and clean BCI.
Call Paul, 301-1162.

Full-Time Automotive
Technician: Must supply
own tools and valid Driv-
er's License. Must have
experience. 40 Hours/
week, Monday-Friday.
Pay based on experience
and certifications. Loca-
tion in East Greenwich.
401-885-8220.

Hygienist:  Cranston.
Tues, Thurs or both, 8am
- 5pm. Salary determined
with  experience. Call:
401-942-5252.

Houses Wanted

WE BUY HOUSES: Any
condition!! Quick sale!!
House needs work? We
don’t mind. Call 401-595-
8703.

Junk Removal

HAVE TRUCK WILL
HAUL: Junk, brush, con-
struction debris. DUMP-
STERS also available.
401-497-1282.

UP TO $5000! We buy
junk, unwanted and
repairable autos. Call
today, gone today. 401-
516-8822.

Lawn Care

Looking for companion
for senior male to as-
sist with daily errands
and other tasks outside
of home. Johnston area,
2 days per week, 3 or 4
hours. Must have reliable
transportation and willing
to drive . Hourly rate to
be discussed. Text or call
401-523-9914.

Choice  Lawn  Care
Restoration Services:
Dethatching,  Aerating,
Overseeding, Compost-
ing (Topdressing) Jon
Walker 401-241-7136.

Classified Advertising
Deadline is
10 AM Monday

Medical
Help Wanted

CNA needed for 47-year-
old male with muscular
dystrophy. Hours flexible.
Call: 401-885-2233.

Yard Sales

Yard Sale, 50 Lane One,
Warwick, Saturday, June
17, 8 a.m.
rain date.

- 3 p.m. No

To place your ad
by phone, please
call Ida at
732-3100

USINES

7\ /e |

“ LA iy 'I‘MJ ,
Get the

DN

word out...
rtise Your

YARD SALE

Call

(Yard Sale

732-3100

Ads Must Be Pre-Paid)

Classifieds

WEST BAY

401-732-3100

4 Lines | °25"

Includes Warwick Beacon, Cranston Herald and

Johnston Sun Rise

Run your ad for 4 weelks or more and Save $2.00 per weelk.

1 Bold Face First Line of ad for $4.00 per week

NAME

DEADLINE:

onday 10 AM

ADDRESS

cITy

USE 1 BLOCK FOR EACH LETTER, NUMBER OR PUNCTUATION MARK. LEAVE ONE BLANK BLOCK BETWEEN EACH WORD OR AFTER EACH PUNCTUATION MARK. (VINIMUM AD - 4 LINES)

CATEGORY

$25.00/Week - $29.00/Week with Bold

$29.00/Week - $33.00/Week with Bold

$33/Week - $37/Week with Bold

Goh o gBa

CARD #

AMOUNT ENCLOSED §
# OF WEEKS ADISTO RUN

EXP. DATE:

CHECK #

SEC. CODE

MAIL TO:

Beacon Communications

1944 Warwick Avenue, Warwick, Rl 02889

Attn: CLASSIFIEDS

OR

e-mail to:

AshleyM@rhodybeat.com

ERVICE

Deck & Shed
Maintenance

DECKS/SHEDS
Power-Washing
Restaining ¢ Refinishing
Carpentry Repairs
Free Written Estimates
Insured — Reg. #3469

401-944-0336
Electrical

Valco Electric
Residential Specialist
Electrical Upgrades
Trouble Shooting & Repairs
Prompt & Courteous Service

401-921-3143

Lic. #A3990 AmEx/Disc/MC/Visa
Insured

Fencing
Reilly Fence Inc.

Professional installations of
Vinyl « Wood ¢ Aluminum
Chainlink Fences
Insured - Free Estimates
Call & book an appt. today!
228-3647 Reg. #40392

Flooring

Masonry

CEMENT
MASONRY WORK
Chimneys = Floors + Patios
Driveways + Steps + Walkways
Repairs + Free Estimates
Ron 397-1891
Cell 639-2942

Reg. #6326 Licensed & Bonded

Oil Tank Removal |

Why wait for your oil tank to leak?
Old oil tanks removed
Licensed Rl Waste Transporter

Drum Disposal

Newton B. Washburn, LLC.
Insured * Reg. #27176 « #RI877

401-647-9606

EAST COAST
WOOD FLOORS
Installed + Sand
Finish - Refinish
Insured ¢ Senior Discounts

Cell 265-3644

Reg. #15124

Gutters

Warwick
Seamless Gutters
Gutter installation on
new and existing homes

Cut and drop service available
at your home or project

Leaf guards & gutter cleaning
Call Mike

401-265-1570

Handyman

John’s Construction
Handyman Services
Painting * Windows
Carpentry
942-1729
15% Off next project w/ad.
Reg. #24655 ~ Insured

Heating & Cooling

TECH SUPPORT
Residential Forced Hot Air
and Cooling Troubleshoot
and Repairs
PM Schedules
FaceTime or Phone Calls,
Help Offer Tech Aid
617-590-3683

Home
Improvements

Weatherproof
Home Improvement
Interior/ Exterior Painting
Roofing * Siding
Gutters * Decks
Dennis
732-9218 nuy #3103

Landscape
Materials

CONFREDA FARMS

Fertile Farm Loam
Screened to V2 inch
Mulch ¢ 50/50 Mix
Raw Compost
Processed Gravel

737-7662 ¢ 827-5000

Painting

T & T Painting

25 years in Business
Interior and Exterior
Painting
Power Washing
Deck Refinishing
Carpentry Repairs
Reasonable Rates
Free Estimates

Neat. Clean. Organized
Insured - Reg. #3469

401-944-0336

STEVEN G. RUHLE
PAINTING

Interior & Exterior
Small Exteriors
Neat, Clean Workmanship
639-0967

Free Estimates
Reg. 12067 - Insured

C & J Painting
Interior/Exterior
Powerwashing
Free Estimates
Jason Craig
378-8525 - 743-2554

Reg. #22833 Insured

Plastering

Harold Greco, Jr.

Plaster Perfection
ALL Small Repair Specialist
Emergency Water Damage Repairs
Historic Restorations
Painting
Senior, Veterans & Cash Discounts
Integrity & Passion

ALL MAINTENANCE
Reg. #4114 Member BBB  Est. 1946

call now! 738-0369

Landscaping

Ryan’s Landscape

Construction
Maintenance
SPRING CLEANUP
Trees and Shrubs Planted

401-738-5139

Plumbing &
Heating

DAVIDSON'’S
PLUMBING & HEATING
Water Heaters
Free Estimates
Remodeling = Repairs
New Construction
MP #1696 737'4679 MPF #6470

E.W. FLAGG
Plumbing & Heating
New & Old
Installations ¢ Repairs
Water Heaters
Commercial & Residential
739-6155 wp #01896

Rubbish Removal |

Liberty House

Junk Removal, Inc.
We remove all content from cellars.
One room or entire house.

We remove sheds.

15 years of reliable service.
Reg. #2983 & Insured

401-286-0505
Spring Cleanups

House-Cellars-Yards
Garages * Moving?
Anything hauled away, some FREE!
30 yrs. - Reliable Service!
Lic.#37379 - Insured
741 -2781

BUSINESS
SERVICES

DEADLINE: Mon. 10 AW
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Coach Coker still following high school tennis at 93

id you see the state title

match? I asked Bob Coker
about the May 13th R.I. Inter-
scholastic League boys tennis
state title singles match between
Hendricken’s Jack Ciunci and
Lincoln High’s Camden DiChi-
ara.

“Yes, 1 did. It was a great
match,” Coker offered about the
thrilling three-set title contest
won by Ciunci.

I had hoped to see the match
myself but other commitments
kept me from Pawtucket’s Slater
Park that afternoon, but I want-
ed a knowledge appraisal of the
match. That’s why I asked Cok-
er.

It has been decade or so since
Coker, the Dean Emeritus of
Rhode Island tennis coaches,
has been the actual coach of a
high school tennis team. But if
there is an interesting tennis
match happening in Rhode Is-
land these days there’s a good
chance 93-year-old Bob Coker
will be there.

Coker, who was a physics
teacher at various Warwick high
schools for over four decades in
the 1950s, 60s, 70s and 80s, start-
ed his tennis coaching career at
the then new Pilgrim High in
1963.

He hadn’t playing tennis
growing in Warwick. He was a
basketball player and actually
played on one of the early Rhode
Island College (then R.I. School
of Education) men’s basketball
teams in the 1940s.

But he loved sports and as a
young teacher he understood
the important role athletics
could play in the blending of the
academic, physical and social
life of a high school student.

He was a member of the first
faculty at Pilgrim High when
the school opened in 1962 so
when the new school needed a
tennis coach he took the job. He
already was a teacher, husband,
father - now he also was “Coach
Coker.” It was a title he held for
six decades through tenures as a
high school boys coach; a high
school girls coach; a college
men’s coach and a college wom-
en’s coach.

In the beginning he learned
how to be a tennis coach by
reading a lot and asking a lot of
questions in addition to person-
ally playing in local leagues.
Before long people were asking
him tennis questions. His de-
cade tenure as the Pilgrim boys
coach included the three-year
span from 1969-71 when the Pa-
triots Charlie Einsiedler became
the first player to ever win three
individual Interscholastic
League state singles titles.

He patterned his coaching
style on his dedication as a
teacher. He was the type of
teacher who when in the mid-
1960s a group of motivated
physics students wanted to cre-
ate an advanced physics course

Then & now

by
JoHN GiLLooLy

at Pilgrim - beyond any level the
school offered at the time - Cok-
er told the students if they were
willing to come in every morn-
ing an hour before the regular
7:30 a.m. start time he would
teach the course for free. One of
the students in that group was
James Woods, who went on to
Hollywood acting fame.

When Toll Gate High opened
in 1972 Coker became a member
of the first Toll Gate faculty and
also the Titans tennis coach,
both the boys and girls.

His Toll Gate girls’ team was
one of the nine teams in the first
Interscholastic League girls’ ten-
nis league in 1973. He coached
some of the top players in the
new league. The Titans Cathy
Roberts and Jean Ahlborg were
the RIIL’s first doubles state
championship team in 1973.
Then in 1974 Toll Gate players
Norma and Kathy Thompson
and Melissa Ahlborg were
among the players named to
first Providence Journal All-
State girls tennis team.

It wasn’t just students who he
helped enjoy the benefits of
playing tennis. Shortly after Toll

TIRNIS TEAM, L Wi My, Codkar, €
I Kissmeyer, |

1 Vakden,

-

HOLDING COURT: Bob Coker, second from right is joined by his son, Dave at right and Ed Blamires anc
Joseph Crowley on a recent Saturday morning for coffee following league play at Tennis Rhode Island. Bok
Coker started the league soon after Toll Gate High opened in the early 1970s and continued playing ug
until a couple of years ago. (Warwick Beacon photo)

Gate High opened, he organized
a Toll Gate teachers tennis dou-
bles League that played early
Saturday morning at the nearby
Tennis RI indoor club on Rt. 117.
That league, now supplemented
with some non-teachers, still ex-
ists today. It was only last year,
at the age of 92 that Coker
stopped playing in the League,
but he still can be found most
Saturday mornings after the
matches having coffee with
league players.

He retired from teaching and

PATRIOT PLAYERS: Coach Coker as pictured in the 1965 Pilgrim

High yearbook with the tennis team.

coaching in the Warwick school
system in the early 1980s, but in
the early 1990s, he became the
head coach of both Bryant Uni-
versity men’s and women varsi-
ty tennis teams.

He retired from college coach-
ing around the turn of the cen-
tury, but he couldn’t stay away
from coaching. Former Warwick
athletic director Emo DiNitto
lured him back into high school
coaching where he coached both
Toll Gate girls” and boys’ teams.
His Toll Gate boys’ teams won
back-to-back Division II state ti-
tles in 2007 and 08.

He is a member of both the
boys and girls high school ten-
nis Halls of Fame. In fact, he ac-
tually has been inducted into
the Boys Hall of Fame twice.

“I was one inducted in the
(19)70s, but apparent the associ-
ation lost some of the early re-
cords. So when I came back to
high school coaching in the 21st
century they inducted me again.
I told them I already had been
inducted but some of the coach-
es said they didn’t want to take
any chances so they inducted
me again,” Coker said with a
laugh.

He finally completely retired
from coaching about 10 years
ago. He never kept track, but it’s
safe bet he coached a few thou-
sand high school and college
tennis players through the de-
cades.

Even though he isn’t actively
coaching he still enjoys loves
watching young players on a
tennis court His greatest joy
these days is watching one of his
granddaughters, who plays for
the East Greenwich High girls
team and one of his grandsons
who is one of the top Under-12
players in the state.

But it goes beyond just watch-
ing family members. He still
enjoys being court-side watch-
ing some of the current top high
school players throughout the
state.

After all, he coached - or
coached against - some of their
mothers and fathers, even their
grandmothers and grandfathers.
He’s a well-known figure on the
state high school tennis scene.
These days it isn’t unusual for a
young player who is involved in
a big match to come-up to Coker
and thank him for coming to
watch his or her match.

“He is a great coach and gen-
tleman. I am proud to call him a
friend,” Richard Lawrence, the
Hall of Fame former Mount St.
Charles girls and boys tennis
coach, said about Coker.

ROBERT W C
Ed. B. ok
Science

h__

TEACHER COKER: Bob Coker
taught physics at Pilgrim. This
picture is from the school’'s 1965
yearbook.

Anchormen honored by American Baseball Coaches Association

FROM STAFF REPORTS

Six Anchormen were named Ameri-
can Baseball Coaches Association (AB-
CA)/Rawlings NCAA Div. III All-Re-
gion for their respective performances
during the 2023 baseball campaign.

Junior third baseman Cal Parrillo
(Greenville, R.I.) was named ABCA/
Rawlings NCAA Div. III First Team
All-Region 2. He was previously
named First Team All-Region 2 by
D3baseball.com and First Team All-
Little East. Parrillo played in 43 games,
starting all of them. He batted .385 (69-
for-179) with 42 runs scored, 69 hits, 14

doubles, one triple, four home runs, 55
RBI and seven stolen bases. Parrillo
owned a .542 slugging percentage, .448
on-base percentage and a .933 fielding
percentage. He established program
records for both single season and ca-
reer RBL

Senior pitcher Shaun Gamelin (West
Kingston, R.I.) was named ABCA/
Rawlings NCAA Div. III First Team
All-Region 2. He was previously
named Second Team All-Region 2 by
D3baseball.com and First Team All-
Little East. Gamelin appeared in 13
games, starting all of them. He was 9-1
with a 2.93 ERA and 143 strikeouts in

Become a Published Author with
Dorrance. We want to read your book!

Trusted by authors for nearly 100 years, Dorrance has
made countless authors’ dreams come true.

Our staff is made
up of writers, just
like you. We are
dedicated to
making publishing
dreams come true.

Complete Book
Publishing Services

FIVE EASY STEPS
TO PUBLICATION:

4. Distribution

5. Merchandising
and Fulfillment

1. Consultation
2. Book Production
3. Promotion

Call now to receive your FREE
Author’s Guide

888-459-3344

or www.dorranceinfo.com/beacomm

89.0 innings of work. Gamelin estab-
lished program records for single sea-
son and career strikeouts.

Junior center fielder Cameron San-
terre (Bristol, R.I.) was named ABCA/
Rawlings NCAA Div. III Second Team
All-Region 2. He was previously
named Second Team All-Region 2 by
D3baseball.com and First Team All-
Little East. Santerre played in 43
games, starting all of them. He batted
.358 (57-for-159) with 72 runs scored,
57 hits, 17 doubles, two triples, three
home runs, 21 RBI and 54 stolen bases.
Santerre owned a .547 slugging per-
centage, .519 on-base percentage and a

990 fielding percentage. He estab-
lished program records for single sea-
son runs scored and stolen bases. San-
terre also broke the career records for
runs scored, stolen bases, walks and
hit by pitch.

Junior pitcher Terry Murray (Nor-
folk, Mass.) was named ABCA /Rawl-
ings NCAA Div. III Third Team All-
Region 2. He was previously named
First Team All-Region 2 by D3baseball.
com, the Little East Pitcher of the Year
and First Team All-Little East. Murray
appeared in 12 games, starting eight of
them. He was 8-2 with a 2.57 ERA and
77 strikeouts in 70.0 innings of work.

Qualify today for the Government
Free Internet Program

YOU QUALIFY for Free
Internet if you receive

Medicaid, SNAP, WIC,
Housing Assistance,
Veterans Pension,
Survivor Benefits,
Lifeline and Tribal.

maxsip

CONNECTS

CALL TODAY (877) 403-0193
Bonus offer: 4G Android Tablet with

one time co-pay of $20

ACP program details can be found at www.fcc.gov/affordable-connectivity-program-consumer-faq
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SHOPP?

IF YOU WEAR GLASSES READ THIS
Fast Accurate Service vE Vg

| Lenses Duplicated &

, |

Tint Coordinating Specialists QO O-O O\z\ |
I

I

Frame Repair
| ~ orTICALINC.  TWO PAIR
| Quality eyewear need not be expensive

SINGLE VISION PRESCRIPTION
| LENSES & FRAME

* Choose from a specially selected group
| of fashion frames
I * Extra charge for high powers

Warwick, RI
Fri. & Sat. 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. $9 9 9 5 |

401-463-7100
+ OR- 4.00 CR39 LENSES Jihn L. Spaziano F |

1168 Warwick Ave. EYEGLASSES
I
Mon.-Thur. 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
| coupon must accompany order John W. Spaziano

| EOSTROOPTOAS P S0kt

William J Riley
Plumbing & Heating
738-1688

MPLIC21234
PPELIC #1065
Mass Lic £ 10143

ALL PHASES of PLUMBING-HEATING & BACKFLOW SERVICES
Residential and Commercial
Find coupon at www.rileyplumbing.com

'LAUNDROMAT!

2408 Warwick Ave., Warwick * 681-4844

I

[ (In Stop’n Shop Plaza)

| Open Sun.-Sat. 6am-10pm
 SEa00

| Wash, Dry, Fold
| orr (MIN. 20 LBS)) I

Drop Off
DROP OFF DRY GLEANING AVAILABLE .

NOW ENROLLING
NEW CLIENTS

with affordable, convenient
and cafe pick up and drop off
optiong for your pup

27 Meadow Street, Warwick
401.737.2900

www.bowchikawowfown.com

WARWICK NECK
GARAGE

315 Warwick Neck Ave. Warwick

AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR, SERVICE & DIAGNOSTICS

R.I. EMISSIONS & SAFETY TESTING
C.LR.T. Inspector  ASE-L1 Master Tech On Duty

737-9876

<D

ROOFING & GONSTRUCTION LLC

FREE ESTIMATES
RI REG 48467

i

Since
1978

Mon.-Fri.
8am-5pm

LICENSED & INSURED
14 WALNUT ST.,, WARWICK RI 02888

BRIAN: 401-855-8900

Junk Removal « Construction Demolition
RESIDENTIAL/COMMERCIAL

401-298-3588

WARWICK BEACON
CRANSTON HERALD

BEACON ::::

COMMUNICATIONS -1 xewspnoen

* RI NEWSPAPER GROUP

SUZANNE
” WENDOLOSKI
»~ . ACCOUNT EXECUTIVE
b 4 suzannew@rhodybeat.com

— p 401-732-3100 ext 214
944 WARWICK AVENUE, WARWICK, RHODE ISLAND 02889

NEW ENGLAND TIRE
Car Care Centers

OIL CHANGE

OPEN SUNDAYS

Expires 6/30/23. Reg. $29.95

LUBE & FILTER

*19.95

“Plus tax & $2.50 Haz. Waste Fee. Please Call
" for Appointment. Includes up to 5 gts. of new oil and
new filter. Most US & Import Cars. Special Diesel Oil or
Filter Type will Result in Extra Charge. With Coupon.

INVEST IN YOUR COMMUNITY.

WARWICK « 1530 WARWICK AVE.  HOXSIE 4 CORNERS 737-1400

EaH

ATTLEBORO
508-222-0367

MANSFIELD
508-261-6100

SEEKONK
508-336-2170

OURS: Mon.-Fri. 7:30 AM - 6:00 PM * Sat. 6:00 AM - 5:00 PM [

* MASONRY * PLANTING

* OUTDOOR LIVING

* POOLS & WATER FEATURES
* COMMERCIAL * SERVICES

* GARDEN CENTER

* FULL SERVICE FLORIST

1309 Warwick Avenue

Warwick, Rhode Island 02888

401.463.9133

www.yardworksri.com

yardwordsri@gmail.com

Fax: 401.463.3401

2725 Post Road * Warwick-I
| . OPEN |
| Ll Sunday |
| g qums 10pm-6pm |
: LARGESELECTION M%"fa‘é :

Finewines ru Saturday
e 100 a0 e 8am-10pm

Cole Farm
Laundromat

Our WMactines are the Lowest Price in Town!
Clean, Friendly Atmosphere!

WASH, DRY & FOLD
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 7AM-3PM

12 WASHES - RECEIVE *3 OFF YOUR 13™

One mile east of Hoxsie 4 Corners

1435 WEST SHORE ROAD, WARWICK ¢ 738-2910

web

AN

-\
-

|
-

BARBER LOUNGE

>< TEMP FADES < LINE UPS < BEARDS s< SCISSOR CUTS

Call or Text Devon, Barber Apprentice

401-954-2003

-

1926 WARWICK AVE - WARWICK RI

O

Any $35.00
Service

Place Tour Ad Toda

ONLY

$1650

PER WEEK

(10-week commitment

3.42'x2" ad

FREE COLOR WHEN AVAILABLE

AT R i
&:)D /6

NAILS & SPA *adl JA

lf_-f:-‘/ J P .‘ L2 .

— . O\

401-228-2201 AT '}_
1007 Sandy Lane - 1

Warwick, Rl [ £

Mon.-Sat.: 9:30am - 7:30pm ®

Sun.: 9:300m - 6:00pm =

Ed’s Painting & Remodeling

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
30 YEARS EXPERIENCE

\ Interior/Exterior Painting
-—. Handyman & Remodeling
Windows ¢ Doors
Decks * Hardwoods
Ceramic Tiles

: XY
3
e \\_‘\ ....TE-}_ﬁ
.S 1,

Lic. # 11447
Insured. =
Accepting PayPal
Mastercard & Visa

" Call Eddie
Cell: 401-332-8339 - Home: 401-332-8395§

SOFT WASHING SERVICES
HOUSE WASH - ROOF WASH - DECK WASH - PATIO WASH - FENCE WASH

\ . Licensed & Insured e Gift Certificates Available ﬁ
ADDITIONAL CLEANING SERVICES ===
NN

e Solar Panels * Gutters ¢

Dgnise’s '
Cleaning Service
S

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL CLEANING Zas

Providing a Professional & Personalized * #
Cleaning Service

WEEKLY | BI-WEEKLY MONTHLY , —

?w@‘@\u&b b %”
401.428.8164
== -*f

50% OFF

First Wash

Present this coupon to the attendant. Expires August 31, 2023.

LAU NDIEYE-QIE/FISQZIL\EIAN ING

2344 West Shore Rd | (401) 298-6788

« Standing Seam Metal
* Metal Shingles

Since 1950

401-789-4500 - 1oLL FrRee 866-906-ROOF (7663)

www.johntherooferco.com
RI-HIC #258  RI-COMM #44r « MA-HIC #MA11318 » MA-CSL #97139

We take pride in what we do!
MicHAEL & JOAN

Customi INTERIORS
40+ Years in Business * Fain Prices
Kitchens ¢ Baths ¢ Additions * Basements
Interior Staircases ¢ Decks ¢ Sheds

WEST 401-996-4317

Fully Insured
Reg. #7545
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