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JOHNSTON

CHAMPION HAS A NICE RING TO IT: The Johnston boys volleyball team topped Pawtucket 3-1 to win its second straight Division 
III Championship last weekend at Rhode Island College. The Panthers completed the perfect season and only surrendered two sets all 
spring. The school also honored the state champion boys basketball team on Monday night, handing the players’ their championship rings 
while also showing off the new banner which will join the various others on the gymnasium walls. For all your championship coverage, 
check out the sports section on page 18. (Sun Rise photo by Leo van Dijk/rhodyphoto.zenfolio.com)

TITLE TOWN

By RORY SCHULER

Mayor Joseph Polisena Jr. hopes to make a 
splash at Johnston’s War Memorial Park.

A proposed Splash Pad, to be constructed in 
the park overtop the disused and neglected 
senior bocce courts, is expected to cost around 
$300,000 and will be paid for with American 
Rescue Plan Act of 2021 (“ARPA”) funds.

The 50-by-70-feet Splash Pad will include 
five above ground spray features, nine ground 

sprays, perimeter fencing and walkways, as 
well as a splash-free area for guardians.

As the hot sun dried the park’s wet grass 
(rains falling overnight) Tuesday afternoon, 
the “Johnston Senior Boccie Courts” sat empty.

According to a marker at the site, the courts 
were “built in memory of Silvio V. Santilli 
(June 2, 1915 – May 5, 1995) for his lifelong 
community involvement” during the adminis-
tration of former Johnston Mayor Louis A. 
Perrotta. 

Director of Johnston’s Buildings & Grounds 
Department Christopher M. Correia attended 
Monday night’s Town Council meeting to ask 
the board to award a bid to O’Brien & Sons, 
Inc., an authorized vender on the Massachu-
setts Higher Education Consortium (MHEC), 
a bidding collaborative approved by the Rhode 
Island Attorney General’s Office for coopera-
tive purchasing.

Splash Pad plans progress

SPLASH - PAGE 4■

JPD 
joins 
the 
Flock

Town buys, installs three automatic 
license plate recognition cameras

KEEPING AN EYE OUT: Three license plate reading 
cameras from Flock Safety, like this one in Pawtuxet Village, 
will be installed in Johnston. (Cranston Herald file photo)

NO MORE BOCCE: At left, a Splash Pad may be built overtop the current senior bocce courts at Memorial Park. (Sun Rise photo by Rory Schuler)

By RORY SCHULER

Johnston Police have requested the 
acquisition and placement of three Flock 
license plate-reading cameras on main 
traffic arteries in town.

“Cranston, they have 29 Flock camer-
as in their city,” Johnston Police Chief 
Mark A. Vieira told Town Council Mon-
day night. “They implemented the pro-
gram back in August of 2021, and 
through last month, they’ve had well 
over 100 arrests based on this technolo-

gy … arrests for stolen vehicles, arrest 
warrants, stolen property … I know that 
even in Providence, they had a homi-
cide investigation, a hit-and-run investi-
gation, and had it not been for this 
technology, they would have not solved 
those crimes.”

Three cameras will cost $27,450 for a 
three-year contract, and funded by state 
and federal asset forfeiture ($9,000 per 
camera, plus an additional $150 imple-
mentation fee for each camera).

FLOCK - PAGE 5■
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Don’t Be a
Party

Pooper!!

Planning a big party this
summer? Your septic system

is going to get a workout! 
If it’s been a while since it was

pumped out give us a call.
 

GRADUATIONS • FOURTH OF JULY • BBQ’s
Before the  invitations go out  make sure you invite us first!

401-732-3234    FriendlySeptic.com
24/7 EMERGENCY SERVICE      SERVING ALL OF RHODE ISLAND

greenwoodcu.org

2669 Post Road, Warwick

Doing What’s Right. . . For You!

For BETTER RATES and EVEN BETTER SERVICE, just give Colleen a call. For a New 
Home Loan or to Refi nance, she’s here to help you get the right loan – for you!

Colleen Mooney   (401) 524-8853   cmooney@greenwoodcu.org

Now offering FHA and VA Mortgages, too!

MEET OUR NEW MORTGAGE 
ORIGINATOR COLLEEN MOONEY.

SHE MADE THE SWITCH TO GREENWOOD. YOU CAN, TOO!

NMLS #21481
Terms and conditions apply.

Equal Housing
Opportunity

Enter for your chance to win

A 65-day trip 
from Buenos Aires 
to Milwaukee 
with Viking Cruises.

VOTE PVD

smithreglazing.com
LSmith@smithreglazing.com

Licensed and Insured #45582

YOUR AD
COULD BE

HERE
For more info, call Chris

732-3100

By PETE FONTAINE

To say that Johnston Public Schools 
are becoming the “Music Capital of 
the State” would be an understate-
ment.

For starters, the Ron Lamoureux-
chaired Johnston High School Music 
Department recently returned from 
another super successful trip to the 
highly-acclaimed “Music in the Park 
Festival” in Hershey, Pa. and wound 
up another impressive academic year 
in style by way of its annual Collage 
Concert.

“We have lots of talent here (at 
JHS),” Lamoureux assessed. “It’s al-
so impressive what the younger kids 
– a.k.a. our future members at (Nich-
olas A.) Ferri Middle School - accom-
plished.”

Never before has a Ferri Chorus 
won such an esteemed honor like the 
Platinum Award the Seventh Grade 
Chorus captured during the recent 
Great East Music Festival at Kicke-
muit Middle School in Warren and 
Six Flags New England in Agawam, 

Ma.
Thus, Director Thomas Conlon was 

ecstatic when results were posted 
because The Platinum Award is the 
highest honor in the Great East Mu-
sic Festival.

Among some members of that 
award-winning chorus are in front 
Ian Hernandez, Liliana Ricci, Isabel-
la Serpa and Jacqueline Nunes. Mid-
dle: Chelsea Guy, Yaliana Sievers, 
April Tapia, Isabella Urena, and 
Nichols Smith. Top: Alex Chavez, 
Theresa DeFalco, Tatiana James, An-
nabelle Guzman and Evan Drolet.

Ferri’s success spilled into another 
high-ranking level when the middle 
school Select Chorus – also under the 
direction of Conlon – won two pres-
tigious awards at the Rhode Island 
Middle School Festival and the tal-
ented troupe earned a score of “Ex-
cellent” while also singing at the 
Great East Festival with members of 
the talented eighth grade chorus 
where they earned a gold plaque for 
their prolific performance.

Ferri chorus impresses 
at music festival

GOLD GROUP: Members of the Ferri Middle School Select Chorus that won a 
prestigious Gold Award are in front: Madelyn Sari, Evelyn Pagliarini, Zoe Fairbanks, 
Madisyn Card, Abigail Ajca and Gabriella Pagliaro. Second row: Isabella Ricci, Ala-
na Smith, Alana Montecalvo, and Anthony Panone. Back: Evelhyn Cottonk Samaya 
Ariza, Sebastian Sanchez, Isabella Paulson, Emma Taglianetti, Elizabeth Kue, Leah 
Volcy, Isabella Nunes, Shemorie Constant, Samaya Anzivino, Freddy Landaverde, 
Isabella Salazar, Sierra Colavita, Hayden Morin and Juliana Buscemi.

SUPER SINGERS: Pictured here are some members of the Nicholas A. Ferri Mid-
dle school seventh grade chorus that recently earned the Platinum Award – the 
highest honor of the Great East Music Festival.
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By RORY SCHULER

He returned from Vietnam, but wasn’t welcomed 
back.

The world was a different place when Craig 
Kohnaski enlisted after graduating from URI in 
1968. He’ll be one of a plane full of Rhode Island 
veterans who travel to the nation’s capital on Mon-
day, part of the 28th Honor Flight, organized by the 
RI Fire Chiefs Honor Flight Hub.

The Warwick man, a former ROTC cadet, started 
active duty in the U.S. Army immediately after 
basic training. He shipped off to Japan for more 
than two years and then volunteered to go to Viet-
nam.

“They were going to send me to the Korean 
DMZ,” Kohnaski recalled. “I ended up in the First 
Signal Brigade for 13 months.”

Kohnaski  longs to meet fellow veterans with 
shared experiences. 

“My exposure is limited,” he said. “I’m looking 
forward to meeting more veterans period; hear 
some of their stories; shake their hands and let 
them know how glad I am to see them come home. 
I hope some of them had better welcomes home 
than I did.”

For years, Kohnaski learned to cope in a society 
that didn’t appreciate his service.

“I heard the stories,” he recalled. “It was almost 
a shame to wear the uniform, the way people were 
looking at you, talking about you. It was not a 
good feeling to come home — not at all.”

Over time, Americans finally started to acknowl-
edge the sacrifices made by Vietnam War era veter-
ans.

Eventually, Kohnaski started wearing his Viet-
nam veteran hat in public.

“Many people have come up to me thanking me 
for my service,” Kohnaski  said. “That didn’t hap-
pen before. Things have changed; and I can’t say 
when it happened.”

The Price of Freedom
On Monday, June 19, the Honor Flight “Freedom 

Is Not Free” trip will depart T.F. Green Interna-
tional Airport for Washington D.C.

The Honor Flight has a Mission Statement: “To 
transport America’s Veterans to Washington D.C. 
to visit those memorials dedicated to honor their 
sacrifices.”

“Taking veterans to Washington, DC is now and 
always will be our highest priority,” according to 
Chief George S. Farrell (retired), chairman of the RI 
Fire Chiefs Honor Flight Hub, which he founded in 
2012.

“After I witnessed what I later learned was an 
Honor Flight arrival at BWI (Baltimore-Washing-
ton International Airport) in the spring of 2010, my 
wife and I were so moved by the experience I came 
home and did some research to find out what 
Honor Flight was,” Farrell recalled.

He was the president of RI Fire Chiefs Associa-
tion, so he took his idea to the board and recom-
mended the group’s involvement in organizing the 
Ocean State’s first Honor Flight.

“It was also a way to Honor the service of my 
father, George F. Farrell Jr. (U.S. Navy, World War 
II) and my wife’s father, Antonio Barletta (U.S. 
Army, World War II),” he said. “We both wish that 
our fathers were alive to have been able to go on 
their Honor Flight.”

Honored to Fly
The group took its first Honor Flight in Novem-

ber 2012. Since, 27 Honor Flights have transported 
thousands of the state’s veterans to Washington 
D.C., taking them on tours of Arlington National 
Cemetery and the nation’s war memorials.

“Currently, on this Honor Flight we have 3 
(World War II) veterans,” according to Farrell. 
“The oldest is 98 years old.”

Monday’s flight will also include three Korean 
War veterans, many Vietnam veterans, and several 
veterans that served during other times and places.

Farrell said that “about two-thirds of our veter-
ans on this flight are Vietnam War veterans.”

“We will be traveling to DC with a total of 115 
passengers, veterans, guardians, medical staff, and 
photographers,” Farrell said in a press release he 
circulated earlier this week. “On this Honor Flight 
we are also taking 15 members of the RI Profes-
sional Fire Fighters Pipes and Drums.”

The organization has been approved for a “Pub-
lic Gathering Permit” from the National Park Ser-
vice, which will allow the pipe and drum band to 
perform at the WWII Memorial and march along 
the reflecting pool with the Honor Flight veterans 
in-step behind. 

“When we reach the end of the Reflecting Pool, 
at the base of the Lincoln Memorial the pipes and 
drums will perform again,” Farrell said. “When we 
go to Arlington National Cemetery, we will partici-
pate in a Wreath Ceremony at the Tomb of the Un-
known Soldier.”

Four members of the group will lay a wreath — 
two WWII veterans, Roger Desjardins, 98, of North 
Providence, and Anthony Barsamian, 96, of Crans-
ton. North Providence Mayor Charles Lombardi 
and Paul Vadenais, who sponsored Monday’s Hon-
or Flight in memory of his father Normand G. Va-
denais (a Corporal in the U.S. Army) will also at-
tend.

Freedom Day
Monday’s date has a special significance. 
“June 19 … is Juneteenth a Federal Holiday that 

celebrates ‘Freedom Day’ and the end of slavery,” 
Farrell said in the press release. “Juneteenth com-
memorates he emancipation of slavery which fi-
nally came on June 19, 1865 when Federal troops 
were sent to Galveston, Texas to free nearly 250,000 
slaves. The day was first recognized as a federal 
holiday in 2021, when President Joe Biden signed 
the Juneteenth National Independence Day Act in-
to law. We are pleased that on Honor Flight ‘Free-
dom’ we have approximately 20 minority veterans 
and we celebrate Juneteenth with them and all our 
veterans. We believe that we are the first Honor 
Flight Hub in the Nation to travel to Washington, 
D.C. on June 19, ‘Juneteenth.’”

The Wall
Kohnaski, now 77, said he’s “super excited” to 

take the trip. 
“It’s fantastic really,” he said earlier this week. 

“It’s like going back in history a little bit. I’ll see a 
lot of fallen comrades … and it’s good to bring 
back some of the memories of what you went 
through during the time period and honor those 
who didn’t make it back home.”

Johnston native Frank Olivo, also a 77-year-old 
Vietnam War era Army veteran, will be on-board 
Monday’s Honor Flight. This will be his first trip to 
Washington D.C.

“Once I got out of the service, I got out of the 
service,” Olivo said Tuesday afternoon. “I had a 
very close friend who was a guardian on an honor 
flight. He went with a World War II vet years ago. 
He talked to George and then talked to me, and 
wanted to know if I’d be interested.”

Olivo was interested.
“I was able to locate four of my friends that I lost 

in the Vietnam War,” he said. “I know where they 
are on the wall — what line they’re in.”

Olivo can’t wait to pay his respects.
“I’m as excited as a kid going to Disney World 

for the first time,” he said. “I cant’ thank the peo-
ple who put this on enough. It’s an amazing venue; 
the way they do it; very, very professional. They 
make everyone feel welcomed; everyone feel hon-
ored … You can’t even imagine how excited I am to 
go.”

Vietnam veterans honored to fly

SNAPSHOTS FROM WAR: Vietnam veteran Craig 
Kohnaski, of Warwick, will be on Monday’s 28th Honor Flight 
to Washington D.C. In late 1970, he had his “Captains bars 
pinned on by Col. MIller in Japan.” In 1971, he was awarded 
a Bronze Star in Vietnam. (Courtesy photos)

HONORED TO FLY: Frank Olivo, of Johnston, served in 
the U.S. Army during the Vietnam War. On Monday, he’ll be 
on-board the 28th Honor Flight to the nation’s capital. This 
portrait was taken while Olivo was in the service. (Courtesy 
photo)
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The resolution, ultimately approved by Town Coun-
cil, will allow Polisena to enter into an agreement on 
behalf of the town to construct a Splash Pad at Memo-
rial Park. 

The “current quote, which included the materials and 
installation …. for our available space and requested 
needs for our varied youth and families at the park … 
was $227,873.40,” according to a memorandum sent by 
Correia to Town Finance Director Joseph Chiodo.

That contract “includes four-foot perimeter safety 
fencing, two access gates, and two cement walkways 
leading to said gates from the park’s interior access 
road,” according to Correia. 

“This quote, however, does not include the utility cost 
of running domestic water ‘stub’ to within 20 feet of the 
site to supply the Splash Pad, an electrical ‘stub’ in the 
same proximity, and a grey water drain line ‘stub’ to 
connect to the sewer at the nearest point,” Correia 
wrote. “Please note that there is domestic water that can 
be tapped into from the Maintenance Building nearby, 
an electrical hub in a Northeasterly direction heading 
towards the park’s stage, and sewer lines under the 
park’s service road to connect to as required.”

Town Councilman Robert J. Civetti asked how much 
utility work at the site may cost. Correia estimated util-
ity work could total as much as $70,000 in addition to 
the initial construction contract.

Bids will be sought for utility work, once recommen-
dations are given by DiPrete Engineering regarding this 
Splash Pad Project, Correia said.

“Approximately $70,000,” Correia said. “I hope for 
less sir.”

“I think it might be too low,” Civetti replied. 
“I might be too low,” Correia agreed.
Town Councilman Alfred T. Carnevale first asked 

where the Splash Pad would be located. 
“We assessed the area … the area in the park that has 

the most significant space available, with a reasonable 
terrain … access to the interior service road of the park, 
access to tie-ins to utilities … is the area of the bocce 
courts,” Correia answered. “The bocce courts are in 
disrepair and I haven’t seen them used in several years. 
My understanding is that most of the bocce games 
played in town is at the Senior Center at this time; no 
slight to anyone that is an aficionado of bocce. I haven’t 
seen anyone utilize it. The boards are … in disrepair. We 
have some weeds coming out through the material. And 
quite frankly there’s no area of the park that flat.”

Correia said the town will also need to consider fu-
ture “supplement or support (of) changing rooms or 
additional bathroom usage, which we know will be part 
of this.”

The ARPA funding was provided by a federal bill 
signed into law on March 11, 2021, which provided $350 
billion in additional funding to state and local govern-
ments. Former Johnston Mayor Joseph M. Polisena an-
nounced plans to build three new vehicle storage ga-
rages for police, fire and department of public works 
vehicles with the majority of Johnston’s nearly $9 mil-
lion share of ARPA funding. The rest was earmarked for 
improvements at Memorial Park and town athletic 
fields. 

Town Council voted to approve the bid and autho-
rized Polisena to enter into an agreement for the instal-
lation of the Splash Pad.

Meanwhile, on Tuesday afternoon, Carnevale took a 
run in Memorial Park, utilizing the track. He pointed in 
the direction of the bocce courts. 

The benches and courts deserted. The bocce boards 
warped and ripe with giant splinters. A clover patch has 
taken over. 

Teenagers gathered on a nearby playground. 
Mothers and toddlers took turns on the swing sets. 
Seniors sat in lawn chairs and walked laps.
It was hot enough for a Splash Pad.
“We will relocate the plaque as close as possible to the 

old bocce court grounds,” Polisena said Wednesday 
morning. “I have no plans for a dedication to the splash 
pad. The construction for utilities will begin in August 
and the construction of the pad itself will take place in 
September. It will be fully operational for next sum-
mer.”

WASHED AWAY: A Splash Pad may be built overtop the current senior bocce courts at Memorial Park. Mayor 
Joseph Polisena Jr. has pledged to move the plaque “as close as possible to the old bocce court grounds.” (Sun 
Rise photo by Rory Schuler)

DISUSED AND EMPTY: The site of the senior bocce courts at Memorial Park may soon become Johnston’s 
new Splash Pad. The project may cost around $300,000 and paid for with ARPA funds. Most of the town’s active 
bocce players now play at the Johnston Senior Center, according to town officials. Below right, the courts were 
dedicated to a town leader who passed away in 1995. (Sun Rise photo by Rory Schuler)

■ Splash
(Continued from page 1)
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SAVE THIS AD!

UPCOMING COMEDY SHOWS! 
For info/reservations call 401-639-7726!

SAVE THIS AD!

6/22, 8/24, 10/19, & 12/14: Lemongrass-Warwick
All You Can Eat—All You Can Laugh Dinner-Comedy Shows! $45pp buffet & show.
6/24: Bella Restaurant - Burrillville $60pp dinner & show.
Dinner-Comedy Show with Frank Santorelli from The Sopranos! 
Also, at Bella on 12/16 with an All-Star show! 
6/25, 10/1 & 12/17: Chelo’s Hometown Bar and Grille-Warwick
Afternoon Dinner-Comedy Shows. $45pp buffet & show
7/29: Benefi t for the VFW Post 172 Washington Street Warwick. 
Dinner-Comedy Show $40pp buffet & show
7/30: Stand-Up Sunday with John Perrotta at The Comedy Park $10pp.
8/19: Carriage Inn-North Kingstown 
Dinner-Comedy Show $50pp buffet & show

COMEDY SHOWS ARE AVAILABLE FOR ANY OCCASION!
401-639-7726 • comedyfactoryri.com

storage containers for rent
Stationary at our Johnston location 

or mobile at your location 
for a monthly rental fee. 

call for our 
pricing & incentive

programs
for long term use.401.837.0048 or 401.626-8737

yard debris, 
junk removal and more!
10, 15, 20 & 30 yard containers placed at your location

call for pricing and availability.

Very competitiVe rates, fast, reliable courteous serVice

401.626.8737 or 401.837.0048

Goulin StoraGe

DO YOU NEED 
A NEW ROOF?

If So, I Bet The Last Thing 
You Want To Do RIGHT NOW 
Is Spend $15,000-$25,000 

Or More On A New Roof!
Call the Roof Assistance Hotline at 401-954-9012 

to learn how you may qualify to replace your old roof 
for $5,000-$6,000 of your own personal funds, 

regardless of roof size.

This is not a loan or a grant so there is no application to fi ll out and no home appraisal 
required. Qualifying is strictly based on a free assessment of your current roof.

Who this program is for:
1. Homeowners with medium, large or extra-large roofs
2. This program is not based on fi nancial hardship. In fact, many homeowners that we 

assist are considered somewhat affl uent
3. Homeowners with a roof that is between 10-35 years old are ideal

Who this program is NOT for:
1. Homeowners with smaller than average roofs
2. Homeowners that have replaced sections of their roof over the years, piece by piece
3. Homeowners with roofs that are less than 10 years old
4. Homeowners that a have a roof in absolutely terrible condition that probably needed 

to be replaced many, many years ago

Call the Hotline at 

401-954-9012 
for your free roof assessment or go to 

www.roofassistancehotline.com
Reg#11374

“Currently, municipali-
ties whose police depart-
ments use them right now, 
the Flock cameras specifi-
cally: Cranston, Glocester, 
Smithfield, Providence, 
Woonsocket, Warwick 
and East Providence,” 
Vieira said. “And then, ex-
ploring the technology, 
like we are, is Newport, 
North Kingstown, South 
Kingstown and Narra-
gansett.”

Vieira explained that 
the cameras serve “as an 
investigative tool for law 
enforcement.”

“So how it works is … 
vehicle data and license 
plates … that’s the most 
requested piece of evi-
dence for law enforce-
ment when we investigate 
crimes,” he said. “These 
automated license plate 
readers, what they do is 
they capture still images 
of the vehicles, and focus 
on only the rear of the ve-
hicle, on the license plate, 
as they travel only on 
public roadways. They 
wont be on side streets … 
it will always be on a 
main road. It also captures 
some of the vehicle char-
acteristics, other than … 
the license plate … such 
as roof racks, bumper 
stickers, along with vehi-
cle make, model and col-
or.”

Vieira said vehicles are 
used in the commission of 
seven out of 10 crimes; 
and “60 percent of stolen 
vehicles end up being as-
sociated with additional 
crimes.”

“Police can use the time 
and location of a crime 
(to) obtain time-stamped 
data on a suspect vehicle 
from the Flock camera 
system,” Vieira explained. 
“And it also has the abili-
ty to compare the digital 
images against a ‘Hot 
List.’ Basically this ‘Hot 
List’ is compiled of vehi-
cles that are of interest to 
law enforcement, and in-

clude stolen vehicles, ve-
hicles that are involved in 
crimes, vehicles display-
ing stolen license plates, 
and also vehicles associ-
ated with missing, ab-
ducted or wanted per-
sons.”

The camera technology 
can flag these vehicles 
and send an instant alert 
to local law enforcement.

“If a vehicle that’s en-
tered on the national Hot 
List … enters Johnston 
and passes a Flock cam-
era, the Johnston Police 
Department would re-
ceive a real-time instant 
alert to that vehicle’s pres-
ence and that location,” 
Vieira said. “Then we can 
try to locate that vehicle in 
the area.”

Vieira addressed poten-
tial privacy concerns by 
making several promises.

“The cameras will not 
be used for facial recogni-
tion,” the chief pledged. 
“They will not capture the 
occupants that are inside 
of the vehicle. They will 
not be used for traffic en-
forcement. They do not 
gauge speed or record the 
speed of vehicles.”

The cameras are solar 
powered and run on their 
own cellular network, so 
town utilities are not re-
quired to operate the sys-
tem.

And “only the police 
department would be able 
to access the data,” Vieira 
assured Town Council.

“The police department 
would own the data,” he 
said. “And it can only be 
accessed for legitimate 
law enforcement purpos-
es. And the data would 
have to relate to a specific 
criminal investigation — 
nothing civil — just crimi-
nal investigations.”

All captured images 
would be securely stored 
on a cloud-based server 
“and automatically 
purged after 30 days, un-
less used as evidence in a 
crime,” Vieira said, add-
ing that the department 
will regularly perform au-
dits “on a quarterly basis 
to ensure that the search 

history only relates to on-
going investigations.”

Town Council President 
Robert V. Russo asked if 
the American Civil Liber-
ties Union (ACLU) has 
raised concerns with the 
technology.

“They’ve had issues 
with it,” Vieira replied. 
“They’re more concerned 
about what the capabili-
ties of this technology 
could be … as far as being 
tied to personal identifica-
tion and stuff. The system 
will not be used for that. 
We’re only interested in 
the license plates, not the 
people operating the ve-
hicles.”

Town Councilman Rob-
ert J. Civetti asked if the 
department considered 
requesting a greater num-
ber of Flock cameras.

“Do you think three 
cameras is sufficient?” 
Civetti asked the chief. 

Vieira said the depart-
ment decided to “start 
small.”

“I figure we start out 
with three and we go from 
there, see how it works,” 
he answered.

The locations will not 
be divulged publicly. 

“Flock comes in and 
they will determine what 
locations would be ad-
vantageous,” Vieira told 
Town Council. “I’m not 
going to publicly disclose 
the locations of the cam-
eras … but there will be 
three fixed cameras to 
start out … and they will 
be on main arteries … 
Hartford Avenue, Atwood 
Avenue, Greenville Ave-
nue, roads like that.”

Town Council unani-
mously approved a reso-
lution authorizing the 
Johnston Mayor Joseph 
Polisena Jr. to enter into 
an agreement for the pur-
chase of three “Automatic 
License Plate Recognition 
Cameras.”

“These three cameras 
we are requesting will be 
placed strategically by the 
roadside in our town,” 
Vieira wrote in a funding 
request to Town Finance 
Director Joseph Chiodo. 

“The cameras interface 
with a web-based pro-
gram allowing our inves-
tigators to determine if 
suspect vehicles are in or 
have passed through our 
town. They are part of a 
larger network of cameras 
in adjoining communities 
such as providence and 
Cranston. This allows our 
agency to collaborate and 
share information with 
our neighboring commu-
nities to further investiga-
tions. This connection 
with our law enforcement 
partner cements the sole 
source classification.”

In late May, Johnston 
was rocked by the sound 
of gunshots on Ligian 
Court. Two people died 
and a third is recovering 
after a Johnston man shot 
them and fled from police. 
Police ultimately tracked 
him down and the suspect 
was shot and killed. 

“There is no way of 
knowing if the flock cam-
era technology would 
have been helpful in our 
response to the Ligian 
Court incident,” Vieira 
said Wednesday morning. 
“This technology can po-
tentially aid in locating 
suspect drivers only if an 
identified suspect vehicle 
drives by a Flock camera.  

■ Flock
(Continued from page 1)

LARCENY
Around 11:50 p.m. on March 30, 2022, 

Johnston Police responded to a residence to 
investigate the reported larceny of rims and 
tires that had just occurred. More than a year 
later, Johnston Police arrested a Providence 
man and charged him with the theft.

The victim told police in 2022 that he no-
ticed his vehicle was leaning to one side. 
Both of the passenger side rims and tires 
were missing.

“The passenger’s side brake rotors were 
resting on rocks,” Johnston Police Patrolman 
Nick J. Bordieri wrote in the initial incident 
report. “There was a flashlight, which was in 
the on position, located on the pavement 
next to the rear driver’s side rim/tire. There 
was also a 4-way tire iron on the pavement 
near the flashlight. Both of the driver’s side 
rims/tires were still secured to the vehicle, 
however the center caps were missing.”

Police guessed the larceny was interrupt-
ed mid-theft.

They spotted an older model gray GMC 
Yukon, backed into a parking space several 
spots down. Next to it, they saw a floor jack. 
Inside, in plain view in the light of their 
flashlight, the spotted two rims with tires 
stacked next to each other in the cargo com-
partment. The engine was warm. The truck 
had power tools in the back.

“Due to the observations this vehicle was 
most likely driven to the scene by the 
suspect(s) to commit the crime,” Bordieri 
wrote. 

Rhode Island State Police responded to 

the scene with a K-9 to help search for the 
suspect(s), but were unsuccessful. 

Ultimately, Johnston Police landed on a 
suspect identity and issued an arrest war-
rant. 

On June 7, 2023, Bordieri  and Johnston 
Police Patrolman Patrick Gendreau re-
sponded to the Cranston Police Department 
to transport a man arrested earlier that 
morning on the Johnston warrant.

The man, identified as Victor E. Estrada, 
39, of 155 Salina St., Providence, was trans-
ported to Johnston Police Headquarters for 
processing. He was charged with felony 
counts of Conspiracy and Larceny Over 
$1,500, and a misdemeanor Injuring or Tam-
pering with Vehicles offense.

SUSPENDED LICENSE
At 5:42 p.m., May 19, Warwick Police Of-

ficer Connor R. Bemis was on a fixed traffic 
post on West Shore Road when he spotted a 
black Ford traveling west. The vehicle had 
no front plate, so Bemis initiated a traffic 
stop. The driver, identified as Roland J. Fer-
land, 54, of 17 Dexter St., Johnston, had a 
suspended driver’s license, according to po-
lice. It was allegedly Ferland’s fourth and 
subsequent offense, so he was taken into 
custody. 

Ferland was transported to Warwick Po-
lice Headquarters. His vehicle was towed 
from the scene. He was charged with one 
count of Driving with Suspended/Re-
voked/Canceled License (fourth or subse-
quent offense). 

Johnston Police Log
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Brilliant Basement
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be kindbe kind
to yourself

cherry hill manor nursing & rehabilitation center
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CLUES ACROSS
 1.  In a place to sleep
 5.  Chemical compound (abbr.)
 8.  A way to fi sh
 11.  Classic Linklater fi lm “__ and 

Confused”
 13.  Legume
 14.  Indonesian island
 15.  Smooth, creamy substance
 16.  Arctic
 17.  Wood sorrels
 18.  Defi ed
 20.  Cattle
 21.  Tableland
 22. Honorably retired and retaining 

one’s title
 25.  Repossession
 30.  Danced
 31.  Adult males
 32.  A type of section
 33.  Type of Japanese animation
 38.  Satisfaction
 41.  Fit
 43.  “Ain’t No Sunshine” singer
 45.  Failure
 47.  Israeli city
 49.  French river
 50.  Cavalry-sword

 55.  Nocturnal S. American rodent
 56.  Liquefi ed natural gas
 57.  Affl icted
 59.  Electronic counter-

countermeasures
 60.  Popular HBO fantasy series 

(abbr.) 
 61.  Spiritual leader of a Jewish 

congregation
 62.  Large body of water
 63.  __kosh, near Lake Winnebago
 64.  Impudence

CLUES DOWN
 1.  Payroll fi rm
 2.  Unit of transmission
 3.  Rockers Better Than __
 4.  Bambi is one
 5.  Highest parts of something
 6.  Correct behavior
 7.  Batty
 8.  Cyprinid fi shes
 9.  Expression of sorrow or pity
 10.  Site of the famous Leaning Tower
 12.  American rocker Snider
 14.  W. African language
 19.  Symbol to mark for removal
 23.  __ Squad

 24.  Resident
 25.  Federal savings bank
 26.  Paddle 
 27.  Returned material authorization 

(abbr.)
 28.  One point south of due east
 29.  Winter melon
 34.  Last or greatest in an indefi nitely 

large series
 35.  Anger
 36.  Central European river
 37.  First responders
 39.  Spanish noble
 40.  Persons with absence of skin 

pigment
 41.  Defunct airline
 42.  Small island (British)
 44.  The extent of something from 

beginning to end
 45.  Capital of Bangladesh
 46.  Dutch cheese
 47.  Imitates
 48.  A contest of speed
 51.  Swiss river
 52.  Prejudice
 53.  Actor Idris
 54.  UNLV’s are Runnin’
 58.  Criticize

Answer to this 
week’s Puzzle:

The Johnston Police Department, 
in collaboration with Councilwoman 
Lauren A. Garzone, is proud to an-
nounce the successful completion of 
the town’s first Neighborhood Watch 
walk of the season.

Johnston’s Neighborhood Watch, 
which was launched in June, 2021, 
aims to foster a safer and more se-
cure community in District 2. Coun-
cilwoman Lauren A. Garzone, a life-
long Johnston resident and the dis-
trict’s representative, initiated the 
Neighborhood Watch Program after 
hearing concerns from constituents, 
such as illegal trash dumping, prop-
erty violations, and loud music com-
plaints.

Recognizing the importance of 
building strong community ties and 
open lines of communication, Coun-
cilwoman Garzone organized walk-
ing tours of various neighborhoods 
in the district to meet with residents 
and develop relationships that pro-
mote community resiliency. The 
Neighborhood Watch encourages 
residents of District 2 to actively en-
gage with their neighbors and col-
laborate with law enforcement to ad-
dress quality-of-life concerns.

Through a problem-solving ap-
proach rooted in community-orient-
ed policing, the watch focuses on 
education, security, and prevention 
to achieve safer neighborhoods. This 
program encourages residents to mo-
bilize, walk the streets, and report 
suspicious activities to the police. In 
return, the police department pro-
vides safety and security tips and 
information to the volunteers and the 
residents they meet along the way, 
while taking their feedback into con-
sideration. “We had a beautiful night 

to walk and meet with several very 
friendly residents in the Dix Ave ar-
ea.” said Chief Vieira. He was accom-
panied by Deputy Chief Matthew 
LeDuc, Capt. Michael Babbitt, and 
Sgt. Luca Lancellotti as they joined 
Councilwoman Garzone, seven walk-
ers and one dog as they made their 
way through the Dix Avenue neigh-
borhood on June 1. “It was so nice to 
be out again walking the neighbor-
hood with some new volunteers and 
a pleasure to meet some new con-
stituents. I look forward to expand-
ing the Neighborhood Watch Pro-
gram into other districts as well” 
added Garzone.

While the watch is an effective and 
cost-efficient method for residents to 
enhance their neighborhood’s safety, 
the program not only prevents pos-
sible future incidents but also im-
proves community-police relations. 
The Johnston Police Department 
gains valuable insights into the needs 
of district neighborhoods, which al-
lows them modify their responses to 
meet the needs of residents.

The next walk, which is weather 
dependent, is scheduled to take place 
on June 22 at 5:30 p.m. and will meet 
at the end of Mills Drive at Har-
rington Drive. The councilwoman 
added “I am looking forward to our 
next walk and hoping to have more 
volunteers join our group. Please un-
derstand there is no pressure if you 
cannot attend, however, we do ap-
preciate starting the walk at 5:30.”

Those interested in joining the 
Neighborhood Watch group or seek 
further information are encouraged 
to contact Councilwoman Lauren 
Garzone via email at garzonedis-
trict2@gmail.com.

JPD completes town’s 
first Neighborhood 

Watch of season

WALK WITH A PURPOSE: Members of the 2023 Neighborhood Watch recently walked through the Dix Ave-
nue neighborhood, where they met with residents and addressed their quality-of-life concerns. Participating in the 
walk were (from left): Sgt. Luca Lancellotti, Deputy Chief Matthew LeDuc, Chief Mark Vieira, Dawn Aloisio, Steve 
Merolla, Naverio Carvalho, Councilwoman Lauren Garzone, Capt. Michael Babbitt, Rebecca Rotondo, Barbara 
Dibenedetto-Vaschon, David Briel, and Audrey Reder. (Courtesy photo)

Got something to sell???
Advertise in the Classifieds

Call 732-3100 today!
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Watch Your
MOUTH

A knocked out tooth is considered a 
dental emergency. If you have knocked out 
an adult tooth, try to put the tooth back in 
place and get to your dentist immediately. 
You can bite down on a handkerchief to 
keep the tooth in place. If you cannot 
replace the tooth, put it in a container of 
milk to preserve it. Time is of the essence: 
a tooth is more likely to reimplant in 
the gums the sooner it is attended to. A 
dentist can splint the tooth on both sides 
to keep it in place for two weeks while it 
reimplants. If you no longer have the tooth, 
a dentist can fill the gap with a denture, 
bridge, or implant. 

If one or more of your teeth have been 

lost to damage or decay, prompt attention 
with various forms of dentures,  implants, 
crowns and bridges, or other methods 
of repair will prevent additional, perhaps 
bigger and more painful problems later on. 
Visit your dentist on a regular basis, and 
practice good home oral hygiene. It will 
pay off in the long run. If you don’t have 
a family dentist at this time, we invite you 
to DENTAL ARTS GROUP, 1136 Hartford 
Ave., Johnston. We have convenient office 
hours by appointment. Call 401-521-3661. 
Most insurance plans accepted.

P.S. A knocked out baby tooth should not 
be replaced because it can damage the 
adult tooth coming in behind it. 

KNOCKED OUT

1. Property taxes, homeowners’ insurance, and home maintenance required. The home must be your primary residence. 
2. Consult a fi nancial advisor and appropriate government agencies for any e� ect on taxes or government benefi ts.
Branch O�  ce: 1 International Blvd, Suite 900 Mahwah, NJ 07495. NMLS #957935. Licensed by Rhode Island Third Party 
Loan Servicer License 20193879LS, Rhode Island Lender License 20153084LL, MA Debt Collector License DC957935, 
Mortgage Lender License, with reverse mortgage authority ML 957935.

Rewriting the 
Rules of
Retirement
Retirement comes with more time for 
the things you love. A reverse mortgage
can help you fund them.

Pay o�  your existing mortgage to 
eliminate monthly payments 1

Get additional income tax-free cash 
to use for what matters most 2

Continue to own your home just like a
traditional mortgage

NMLS #595725

Contact Carol Miller, your local
Reverse Mortgage Specialist.

(401) 406-1247  (Cell)
carol.miller@longbridge-fi nancial.com

Wanted
Junk/unwanted vehicles 

Top $ Paid
You Call, We Haul!

401-451-8520

Call 
Anytime

Say you saw it in the

Johnston
SunRise

By LOUIS J. SPREMULLI
Special to the Sun Rise

Imagine being kicked out into the street and 
you have nothing but your clothes and no money.

What would be your first move?
Well, everyone is different and that goes back to 

many things. But, this can happen to anyone, you 
do not know your future or what you may be in 
for.

You will be surprised not to find help that easi-
ly. We at Spirit of Hope go over scenarios and try 
to treat everyone the same, without considering 
their background, culture or physical presenta-
tion. We give immediate support directly to them 
and listen to their stories. But what is amazing is 
that some needs they present can be dealt with in 
many ways.

Well, it’s Sunday morning and we are delivering 
survival kits in the streets of Providence. One of 
our procedures is to ask five questions for our 
statistics and no one has ever refused. These peo-
ple seem to all want help. We continue to hear 
about food and housing as their top concerns to 
stay alive. Some lay on the ground like they are 

dead and others just out of focus. 
It can be very hard to accept. 
We are only a small non-profit and can only ac-

complish so much. But, we can pass along what 
we learn and hope that others can fill in the gaps 
with mobile food supplies, clothing, and well-be-
ing checks. We can only ask that others reach out 
to these people in some way.

I know our staff feels good about what we do, 
we also have good sponsors and community fund-
ing that is being sent in on our website.

Please contact your elected officials and ask for 
immediate support, like food deliveries, physical 
and mental health on site evaluations and place-
ment.

We must go to them, they are the ones God ask 
us to support. How can we continue to shuffle 
paperwork and quote statistics and not just go out 
and place them according to their needs?

For more information, go to www.spiritofho-
peri.org.

Editor’s Note: Louis Spremulli, of Johnston, is the 
Spirit of Hope founder. Contact him by writing lspre-
mulli1@gmail.com.

Imagine you lost your home

PACKAGES OF HOPE: Spirt of Hope has been distributing its survival kits to the region’s homeless. They need 
your help. (Courtesy photo)

Johnston organization aims to help the unsheltered

Regis College
Jennifer Soto of Johnston grad-

uated with a MS in Nursing - 
Adult/Geriatric Nurse Practitio-
ner from Regis College during 
the May 6, 2023 commencement 
exercises. Soto was among more 
than 1,300 students who received 
degrees ranging from associate 
to doctoral levels.

Members of the Class of 2023 
celebrated their accomplish-
ments with an inspirational com-
mencement ceremony at the 
Leader Bank Pavilion in Boston 
featuring WHDH’s 7NEWS To-
day in New England anchor 
Amaka Ubaka, who delivered 
the commencement address and 
received an honorary degree. 
Philanthropists Bill and Joyce 
Cummings also received honor-
ary degrees.

“It is now up to you to take 
what you have learned and leave 
this ceremony committed to bet-
tering the world around us with 
your knowledge and compas-
sion. As the journey continues 
for each of you, I am confident in 
the future because you are in it,” 
Regis College President Antoi-
nette M. Hays, PhD, RN said to 
the graduates.

Ubaka delivered the com-
mencement address urging grad-
uates to embrace their “rebel 
hearts,” a term used by the late 
singer Harry Belafonte to en-
courage individuals to stand up 
for what they believe in, even if 
it goes against the norm.

“Whether it’s through volun-
teering, activism, or pursuing a 
career that aligns with your val-
ues and passions, each of you 

has the power to create positive 
change. Remember that life is a 
journey, not a destination. There 
will be ups and downs, twists 
and turns, and unexpected sur-
prises along the way. Embrace 
the journey and don’t be too hard 
on yourself if things don’t al-
ways go as you planned in your 
head.” said Ubaka. “As you 
move forward, remember that 
your unique experiences and 
perspectives are what make you 
special. Embrace your rebel 
heart, pursue your passions, and 
don’t be afraid to take risks.”

Thousands of friends and fam-
ily members attended the cere-
mony, bringing their support 
and enthusiasm in celebration of 
the graduates’ achievements.

EDUCATION BRIEFS

SCHOLARS - PAGE 15■



Johnston Sun Rise8 Thursday, June 15, 2023

Helping Local Businesses Thrive & Survive

 for your continued loyalty Call us at 732-3100 to advertise your business

Thank You
Risk Free

Home Improvement

On Wednesday May 31, 2023 
students from the Johnston 
High School descended upon 
the Johnston Municipal Court 
with cameras and audio equip-
ment in tow. Good Burger 2 
isn’t the only production being 
filmed locally.

The students, part of the 
Johnston High School Multi-
Media class, recorded a video 
that will be played before all 
sessions of the Johnston Mu-
nicipal court. The recording 
shows Chief Judge David 
aRusso giving instructions to 
those attending court. Those 
instructions are then repeated 
in Spanish by Johnston High 
School Senior, Dariana 
Carrascoza.

“The video will provide 
those appearing at court with 
information regarding proce-
dures and what to expect when 
court begins, in both English 
and Spanish,” said Johnston 
court administrator Christo-
pher Ballarino.

The Johnston High School 
Music and Multi-Media teach-
er, Mr. Oliver Reid, supervised 
the project, along with John-
ston High Career Coordinator 
Mr. Joseph Pirraglia. The stu-
dents involved were Senior 
Dariana Carroscoza (Multilin-
gual Interpreter), Senior Her-
bie Constant (Videographer), 
Senior Steffi Rotella (Audio 
Production), and Sophomore 
Joseph Lopez Tavares (Audio 
Production).

Chief aRusso thanked the 
students and teachers for their 
professionalism and their in-
valuable assistance to the com-
munity by producing this in-
formational video. “Every per-
son has a right to fully under-
stand what is happening in the 
courtroom. A small misunder-
standing can be detrimental to 
the outcome. It is important 
that people have the ability to 
understand and be under-
stood, regardless of the lan-
guage they speak,” he said. “I 
would like to give a special 
thanks to Johnston High 
School Senior Dariana 
Carrascoza and Career Coordi-
nator Joseph Pirraglia who 
have appeared every Wednes-
day in court to assist with 
those who need interpreter 
services.”

aRusso added, “It was a 
wonderful experience for the 
students to be in court, not 
only were they able to provide 
interpreter services to mem-
bers of the community, but 
they had a rare opportunity to 
gain insight into the actual 
workings of the Municipal 
Court.”

JHS students assist Municipal 
Court with interpreter services

HELPING OUT: Herbie Constant, Steffi Rotella, Judge David aRusso, Joseph lopez Tavares, Oliver Reid, Dariana Carrascoza, Joseph Pirraglia.

TALKING THROUGH IT: 
Dariana Carrascoza, who 
is a Johnston High School  
senior, serves as a multilin-
gual interpreter.
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JOHNSTON

Few things can cut through today’s polarized 
political climate like the emotional impact of an 
Honor Flight.

Since 2012, the Rhode Island Fire Chiefs Honor 
Flight Hub, in collaboration with the National 
Honor Flight Network and its many dedicated vol-
unteers and donors, have embarked on 27 Honor 
Flights, ferrying thousands of veterans to Washing-
ton D.C. for a chance at a reflective and meaningful 
moment in the capital of the nation they vowed to 
protect and serve.

Anyone who has seen or participated in an honor 
flight understands the importance of these events, 

and how in-
creasingly im-
portant they be-
come as veter-
ans of our na-
tion’s wars age 
( p a r t i c u l a r l y 

our local World War 2 veterans) and become less 
able to travel without assistance from such groups.

Former Providence Fire Chief George Farrell, 
who started the first honor flight in Rhode Island 
over a decade ago, has put in untold numbers of 
hours to safely transport these men and women. 
And he promises that the upcoming flight will hold 
an additional importance.

Rhode Island Honor Flight number 28, named 
“Freedom,” will take place on Monday, June 19, as 
opposed to past flights which have traditionally 
been held on a Saturday. As of 2021, June 19 has 
been declared a federal holiday, “Juneteenth”, that 
commemorates the final emancipation of enslaved 
peoples of color in America in 1865.

It can be easy to forget in a modern world that in 
the not-so-distant past, millions of men, women 
and children were held in bondage and treated as 
property within a country whose very foundational 
document proclaimed that all people were created 
equal and entitled to certain rights. It can also be 
easily forgotten that thousands of minority Ameri-
can citizens — from those who fought in the Revo-
lution as freed slaves, to those who helped liberate 
Europe from the tyrannies of World War II — have 
served this country and fought for its ideals de-
spite not enjoying the equal treatment or protec-
tions of their white allies who they fought along-
side.

With Honor Flight Freedom, there can at least be 
some pride in the fact that we have progressed as a 
nation and as a people, where we honor the sacri-
fice of our bravest individuals, notwithstanding 
their gender, race, ethnicity, or religion. Twenty 
minority veterans will join in the flight to D.C., 
where a contingent of the RI Professional Fire 
Fighters Pipes and Drums will follow them on their 
journey to memorials and Arlington National Cem-
etery, reflecting on what true American patriotism 
looks like.

Honoring the sacrifices made for 
freedom and freedom itself

Fathers Day is an event which is celebrated to 
express admiration, tribute, and love toward some 
of the most important people in our lives: our fa-
thers, grandfathers, and father figures.

Many families get together to celebrate them 
and enjoy a family dinner. Sometimes our loved 
ones are far away and could use a Zoom or Face-
time call to say hello.

Some are no longer with us but still it is nice to 
think of them and the good memories that were 
shared.

Their contribution to support and encourage 
our growth and development molded us into who 
we are today.

 If you can, make sure to reach out to your loved 
one and thank him for all that he has done for 
you. Happy Fathers Day to all the fathers in our 
community!

Johnston Republican 
 Town Committee

JRTC wishes dads a ‘Happy Fathers Day’
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Prepare for power 
outages today
WITH A HOME STANDBY GENERATOR

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE
CALL NOW BEFORE THE NEXT POWER OUTAGE

(401) 922-9007

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS
Contact a Generac dealer for full terms and conditions 

FREE
7-Year Extended

Warranty*
A $695 Value!

FREE
7-Year Extended

A $695 Value!

HAPPY HOSTS: JPD Chief Mark Vieira (second left) along with School Resource Officer 
Mike Andreozzi, Major Tom Dolan, Captain Mike Babbitt, Patrolman Brooke Ardito and Sgt. 
Luca Lancellotti welcomed a host of seniors citizens to War Memorial Park for the season open-
ing of Walk with Cops. 

JPD hosts first ‘Walk with Cops’ event of season

PROUD PARTICIPANTS: Decked out in their Walk with Cops shirts, Anna and Robert Jones enjoyed last week’s season opener with JPD Captain Mike Babbitt and 
coordinator Linda Folcarelli in War Memorial Park. (Sun Rise photos by Pete Fontaine)

VALUABLE VOLUNTEERS: Among the many Johnston residents who help make 
Walk with Cops special for senior citizens are: Livia Mastro Giuseppe, Donna Fol-
carelli, Christine Desimone, Linda Folcarelli, Kathy Ruggiero and Pat Giardina.
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Obituary
Blaise F. Rossi

1930 - 2022

Happy Father’s Day 
in Heaven, Dad

We all love you and miss you 
every day.

Miss your love, wisdom and 
sense of humor.

Love Always, wife Vera, 
children Debbie and Duane, 

granddaughters Ashley, 
Stephanie and husband Jacob, 
Danielle and husband Rob, and 

great-grandchildren Madisyn and R.J.

Obituaries
In your time of need, the 
Johnston Sun Rise  will 
print your loved one’s full 
obituary for a small charge. 
The paper also places the 
obituary on our website, 
johnstonsunrise.net.

Should  you  des ire  our 
services, kindly inform your 
funeral director, or call 
(401) 732-3100 or email 
Obits@rhodybeat.com 
for additional information. 
Obituary prices start at 
$60. You may include the 
obituary in any of our other 
newspapers for half price. 

– Thank you

Sun Rise Staff Reports

June 15 
Track & Field Registration Deadline

Now thru June 15 is the time to register for Johnston 
Youth Track & Field. The Johnston Recreation Depart-
ment is also looking for volunteer coaches and spon-
sors. Register your child and get involved in the com-
munity.  Anyone interested in signing up can stop by 
the Johnston Recreation Office from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m., Monday through Friday. The program costs $65 
per individual, and $40 for each additional sibling. 
Checks and money orders are accepted (checks should 
be made payable to JYSA). The program is available to 
boys and girls currently in grades 1-8. For more infor-
mation (including schedules, registration forms, and 
more) go to johnstonrec.com. 

June 16 
Gladstone Street Elementary School Good-bye Event 

Friday, June 16, from 3 – 7 p.m., all Gladstone Street 
Elementary School Huskies, past and present, are in-
vited to the Gladstone Goodbye Event, 50 Gladstone St, 
Cranston. The public will be allowed inside and outside the 
building. Feel free to take pictures and share a memory or 
two.

June 16 
Family Pride Karaoke Night 

Friday, June 16, from 6 – 9 p.m., The Gamm Theater, 
1245 Jefferson Blvd., Warwick, is hosting a Family Pride 
Karaoke Night. Come sing a song in our lobby, try snacks and 
drinks from our café, and enjoy the weather on our patio. 
The evening will be full of music, fun and face painting for 
the kids. Bring the family and have a fun prideful night out!

June 17
Get Ready for Pride!

Saturday, June 17 12:00 noon.  Stop by The Huddle Center 
(70 Gansett Ave) to get anything you may need for the Pride 
Fest in Providence.  Drop in and get ready with us for Pride! 
Pack a goodie bag, take some Pride swag and get some Pride 
tips from community health worker Jill, a PVD Pride Fest 
regular. Please reach out to Jill at 401-258-3084 or jspara-
co@comcap.org with any questions!

June 18
Annual Rochambeau Strawberry Biscuit Tea

June 18, from 6 – 8 p.m., The Cranston Historical 
Society will hold its 22nd Annual Rochambeau Straw-
berry biscuit Tea at the Joy Homestead to celebrate the 
242nd Anniversary of the March to Victory of General 
Rochambeau.  Rochambeau led his French forces of 
King Louis XVI through Cranston, Scituate and Coven-
try on June 18, 1781, on his way to join General Wash-
ington to defeat the British at Yorktown.  Enjoy an 
evening of pleasantries and tea with homemade bis-
cuits & strawberries. $5 donation. Reservations re-
quired.  (401) 944-9226. 

June 23 
Johnston High School Class of ‘73 Reunion 

Friday, June 23, at 6 p.m., The Inspiration of ‘73 will 
celebrate its 50th year reunion.  It will be held at the 
Valley Country Club, 251 New London Ave., Warwick. 
Cocktails:  6 – 7 p.m. and Dinner: 7 p.m.  $80 per per-
son.  There will be live music.  If you are in contact with 
any classmates, spread the word. For more informa-
tion, check out the JHS Class of 1973 Facebook page or 
call Donna at 401-497-9292.

June 24
Strawberry Festival 

Saturday, June 24 from 12 – 4 p.m., Smith’s Castle, 55 
Richard Smith Drive, North Kingstown, invites the 
public to celebrate their annual Strawberry Festival. 
This family friendly event will feature once again pup-
peteer Dan Butterworth, as well as pop singer Jesse 
Liam. Plenty of colonial games, activities, and crafts 
will be provided as well as pony rides for children. 
Vendors will be on-site, and they will be selling their 
famous strawberry shortcake as well as plants for the 
garden. A special exhibit will feature collections from 
the Narragansett Bay Quilt Association. Admission to 
Strawberry Festival is $10 per adult, $8 for seniors and 
military, $6 for children over 6 years of age. Family Cap 
is $25. For more information: www.smithscastle.org or 
401-294-3521.

July 11 
Family-to Family course

The Rhode Island chapter of the National Alliance on 
Mental Illness (NAMI-RI) is now accepting registration 
for our summer session of NAMI’s Family-to-Family 
course which begins Tuesday, July 11, at 6:30 p.m. This 
is a free and virtual, 8-session educational program for 
family, significant others and friends of people with 
mental health conditions. It is a designated evidenced-
based program, which means that research shows that 
the program significantly improves the coping and 
problem-solving abilities of the people closest to a per-
son with a mental health condition. NAMI-Rhode Is-
land’s Family-to-Family course is taught by trained 
family members who have lived experience with a 
loved one, and includes presentations, discussions and 
interactive exercises. For more information on the 
Family-to-Family curriculum and registration require-
ments, visit namirhodeisland.org or call 401-331-3060 
or email beth@namirhodeisland.org.

July 22
The Prout School Class of 1973 Reunion

Saturday, July 22, at 12 p.m., The Prout School Class 
of 1973 will hold its 50th reunion at The Prout School, 
4640 Tower Hill Road in South Kingstown.   All 1973 
graduates are cordially invited to attend. For further 
information, 1973 graduate alumni are asked to join the 
Facebook Group “Prout Class of 1973,” or contact Mary 
Paolino at mary.paolino@yahoo.com.

July 30
Warwick Veterans/TollGate High School 

Class of 1973 Reunion 
Sunday, July 30 at 6 p.m., Warwick Veterans Memo-

rial High School/TollGate High School Class of 1973 
will hold its 50th Year Reunion at the Valley Country 
Club, 251 New London Ave, Warwick. Cocktails 6 p.m., 
Dinner 7 p.m. $50 per person. Checks payable to “Vet-
sTollGate Class of 1973” can be sent to Ms. Judy Snow, 
29 Oberlin Dr. Warwick 02886. Contact us at Clas-
sOf73VetsTollgate@gmail.com with any questions.

January 1 – June 31 
St. Francis Xavier Academy 
Scholarship Applications 

The St. Francis Xavier Academy Alumnae Associa-
tion is accepting scholarship applications from Jan. 1, 
until July 31. Forms are available on their two Facebook 
pages, by mail at SXA. P.O. Box 20452, Cranston, 02920, 
or contact a board member.

Sept 11 
The Comedy Course 

Monday, September 11 at 7:00 p.m., The Comedy 
Course is returning for a 6th year, every Monday night 
for 6 weeks. Three instructors, with over 100 years of 
combined stage experience, will guide you on a 6-week 
journey from writing your first joke to performing your 
debut comedy routine. You will learn the dos and 
don’ts of standup comedy and have fun doing it.  The 
course is $200 per person.  The place: TBD.  Instructors 
include: Joe Hebert, Coleen Galvin and John Perrotta. 
Class size is limited. Call John Perrotta at 401-639-7726 
to reserve your seat, now. Payment options are avail-
able.

Sun Rise Scoops

Help OSDRI restock their pantry!
Operation Stand Down Rhode Island needs your help. Their food pantry is in need of a major restock. See a list 

of needed nonperishable items in the photo.
Like many people, OSDRI’s clients have been faced with some real obstacles these past couple of years. With 

your help, they pledge to always be there to give a hand up for veterans and their families in need.
Items can be dropped off Monday through Friday, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., at OSDRI’s main office, 1010 Hartford 

Ave., Johnston. If you have any questions or would like more information, call the OSDRI office at 401-383-4730.

SCOOP OF THE WEEK

SCOOPS - PAGE 12■
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4.50% 
APY

Soaring Savings

Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is effec�ve as of 4/10/2023 and subject to change 
therea�er. $25,000 minimum daily balance is required during each monthly cycle 
period to earn interest.  Other fees and/or charges may apply and could reduce 
earnings.

2381 Post Rd
Warwick, RI 

02886

3803 Post Rd
Warwick, RI 

02886

187 Wickenden St
Providence, RI 

02903

 NEW LOCATIONS!

Warwick Beacon
•

Cranston Herald
•

Johnston SunRise

We’re All Ears
Your
opinion is
something we
always want to hear.

Questions?
Comments?
Story ideas?
Let us know how we’re doing.

 
 
 
 
 

Easy Online 
Application

Enter a Little
Information

Get Your Best Rate
Online in Minutes

Parents, see how quick and easy it is to
get your best rate!

U.S. News NerdWallet Money.comForbes
Advisor

Recognized as one of the BEST Education Loan Providers by:

Rhode Island Student Loan Authority

Our rates speak for themselves and these
national publications think so too.

VISIT RISLA.COM OR CALL 1-800-758-7562

October 15
Central Falls High School Class of 1963 Re-

union
Sunday, October 15, from 12 – 4 p.m., Central  

Falls  High  School  Class  of 1963, will hold a 60th  
Class Reunion at Chelo’s Banquet Hall, 2225 Post 
Rd., Warwick.  Tickets: $60 for buffet and dancing. 
Please send checks to: Patricia (Guillette) Mannix, 
111 Col. John Gardner Rd.,  Narragansett, RI 
02882. Please include maiden name and phone 
number on check. For more information call or 
email  Patricia Mannix 401-789-0451; Patriciag-
mannix@gmail.com Or, Nancy Dube Brazeau  401-
789-0304; nancybraz@gmail.com.

Events at Mohr Library
Tuesday, June 20, “Read Across Rhode Island” 

programming to read and discuss True Biz, a best-
selling book which the publisher calls “an unfor-
gettable journey into the deaf community and a 
universal celebration of human connection.”  Reg-
ister by calling Meg at 231-4980, and press 6 for 
the reference 

Tuesday, June 20, register for Mohr Library’s 
Summer Reading program which includes read-
ing incentives for kids and many great programs.  
Details are on our website.

Wednesdays, 4 p.m. Art-Smart classes starting 
in May for ages 8 to 12.

Saturdays, 2 p.m., Art-Smart classes starting in 
May, for ages 5 to 8. 

The library is located at 1 Memorial Ave. in 
Johnston.  For information on all library events, 
services and hours of operation, visit their web-
site, www.mohrlibrary.org or email info@mohrli-
brary.org.

Johnston Senior Center Highlights
The Johnston Senior Center is better than ever. 

We are offering more exercise programs and trips 
every week. We also have a book Club the last 
Tuesday once a month. A Social worker/Medicare 
Counselor/ Ship Counselor is also provided 5 
days a week. Contact Madeline Ravenelle at 944-
3343 Please come for a tour of our facility.

The Senior Center Club the last Tuesday of the 
month. There is no charge for Senior Center ac-
tivities. They offer Bingo on Thursday and Friday. 
Lunch is served daily at 12 p.m. (with a suggested 
donation of $3). 

Offering more programs and trips every week

Monday – Arts and Crafts
Monday & Wednesday - Hi Lo Jack 
Tuesday - Quilting
Wednesday – Poker
Thursday – Mar Jong
Friday & Saturday - Bingo

Events June - August: Ballroom Dancing will 
not be back until September. They will not be 
dancing July and August.

Thursday, June15: The Memories of Patsy, 
Whites of Westport Dinner & Show, $79 pp

Tuesday, June 20: Newport Playhouse, (Spread-
ing it around) Lobster Fest Dinner show, $95 pp

Wednesday, June 28: Mystery lunch, $10.00pp
Thursday, July 13: “Stiletto & Saxman” Whites 

of Westport, at 10:30 a.m., $79.00pp
Wednesday, July 26: Mystery Lunch at 11 a.m., 

$10.00pp
Tuesday, August 8 and 30: Newport Playhouse, 

“Norman is That You?,” 10:30 a.m. Lobster Fest 
$95.00pp

Trips September - November
Thursday, September 14: “The Carpenters” 

Whites of Westport, 10:30 a.m., 79.00pp
Monday- Wednesday, September 17-19: “Atlan-

tic City Gambling Tour to the Tropicana Casino 
Resort,” $299.00pp DO (single add $130.00) $50.00 
Meal Credits/$30.00 Slot Play TBA

Thursday, October 5: “Aidan Keene Tribute 
Legends,” 10:30am, $79.00pp

Monday, October 16:  Maine (Portland) 
$429.00pp DO. See Beautiful Historic Waterfront, 
Lighthouse, Quaint Kennebunkport. 2 nights 
lodging, 4 Meals $95.00pp

Tuesday, October 17: Newport Playhouse, 
“Ghost of a Chance” Lobster Fest, 10:30

Tuesday-Thursday, November 7-9:  “Turning 
Stone Resort Casino” $339.00pp DO (single 
$479.00) $80.00 Casino Free Play or Bingo Bucks 
$30.00 Meal Credits

Amenity Aid Volunteers Needed 
We are looking for volunteers that would like to 

help us plan and staff community events, orga-
nize hygiene product collection drives and raise 
funds for Amenity Aid. If you are interested in 
doing any of the above or would like to be a mem-
ber of our Community Outreach Committee, 
please contact Stacey Silva, Community Outreach 
Chair at Stacey@AmenityAid.org.

Amenity Aid’s mission is to improve the health 
and wellbeing of vulnerable populations by creat-
ing access to essential hygiene products. Serving 
all of Rhode Island, we distribute toiletry necessi-
ties to those most vulnerable through our network 
of direct service agencies.

Soul of ‘71 Scholarship Fund 
The Johnston High School Class of 1971 is rais-

ing donations for The Soul of ‘71 Scholarship 
Fund at the Rhode Island Foundation. A generous 
donor has offered a $4,000 challenge! The donor 
will match all gifts to the Fund up to a total of 
$4,000. The Class of 1971 initiated the fund on the 
occasion of its 50th reunion in 2021. Each year a 
scholarship will be awarded to a Johnston High 
School Senior planning to attend a college, uni-
versity, trade or technical school. Donations are 
tax according to your filing status.   To donate, go 
to the following website: www.rifoundation.org/
funds/soul-of-1971-scholarship-fund.

Low-Income Home Energy Assistance
More than 1 in 4 US households struggle with their 

home energy bills. The Low-Income Home Energy As-
sistance Program (LIHEAP) can help keep the heat on. 
The Tri-County LIHEAP Program helps to cover the 
cost of home heating bills for those that qualify.

Visit www.tricountyri.com for more information 
about the LIHEAP program, and other weatherization 
programs that can help to reduce your home energy 
bills. To submit an application for LIHEAP, or to see if 
you qualify, contact them at 401-519-1913. The Tri-
County LIHEAP program has locations in North Provi-
dence and North Kingstown.

Neighborhood Watch
The 2022 season of Johnston’s Neighborhood 

Watch has officially kicked off. This Neighbor-
hood Watch brings together residents who want 
to make their neighborhood safer by working to-
gether with members of the police department. 
The program pairs residents with Johnston Police 
officers in an effort to open up communication, 
meet other neighbors and create partnerships that 
help build community resiliency. 

Editor’s Note: Send submissions to Sun Rise Edi-
tor Rory Schuler at rorys@rhodybeat.com or Front 
Desk Coordinator Ida Zecco at idaz@rhodybeat.com. 
Photos in jpg format are accepted and news can in-
clude community events, promotions, academic news 
and nonprofit events. Email today and see your news 
in our column in the Johnston Sun Rise. Please in-
clude a daytime telephone number in case we require 
any further information.

■ Scoops
(Continued from page 11)

Say you saw it in the Johnston Sun Rise
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By PETE FONTAINE

“We’re back from our 
successful trip to Hershey 
Park and tonight we wel-
come you to our annual 
Collage Concert that will 
feature our talented stu-
dents doing 21 vocal and 
instrumental performanc-
es.”

That’s the way Ron 
Lamoureux, director of 
Johnston High School’s na-
tional-award winning mu-
sic department greeted 
parents, friends and many 
alumni at the outset of an-
other special show of the 
Panthers multi-talented vo-
calists and musicians.

There is so much pride in 
the JHS music program 
that alumni like Anthony 
Andreolli, who now plays 
trumpet with the highly-
acclaimed U.S. Army 88th 
Band of Rhode Island, was 
among the Collage Concert 
participants.

As Lamoureux ex-
plained: “Tonight you will 
hear an eclectic mix of mu-
sic; most acts are student-
led and feature student so-
loists. By bringing a collage 
of different styles and col-
ors together we have creat-
ed our own collage, a great-
er piece of art born from 
many smaller individual 
pieces.”

Lamoureux, who has de-
veloped the JHS Music De-
partment into one of the 
best in Rhode Island, then 
issued a host of “thank 
yous” to School Spt. Dr. 
Bernard DiLullo, Assistant 
Supt. Julie Zarrella and JHS 
administration for support-
ing the music department.

The popular director also 
issued a “special heartfelt 
thank you” to the Johnston 
School Music Association 
(JSMA) for its ongoing sup-
port that has been – he 
emphasized – the reason 
behind our ongoing suc-
cess and programs. “Every-
one is incredibly busy right 
now – it means a great deal 
to us that so many people 
have made time in their 
schedules to join us.”

So, the extraordinary and 
exciting student-led event 
began taking the apprecia-
tive audience on a musical 
journey that upon conclu-
sion drew rave reviews 
from young and old alike.

The night was like a vi-
sual collage that painted a 
picture and reflected the 
tastes and interests of the 
music department.

As Lamoureux conclud-
ed: “For our seniors, it is 
the final time in the audito-
rium; our students are 
moving forward as musi-
cians and young adults - 
thank you for supporting 
them. Now please, sit back 
and enjoy each of those 
journeys and our 2023 Col-
lage Concert.”

Thus, Act I included the 
Concert Chorus, Folk Band, 
Brass Choir, March from 
Julius Caesar, Jazz Combo 
and total of 10 awesome 
acts. Act II moved on with 
the JHS Select Choir led by 
JHS vocals teacher Matt 
Gingras and student com-
bos and concluded with 
the Lamoureux-led Con-
cert Band doing Raiders 
Adventure and Into the 
Clouds.

JHS music dept. puts on show at Collage Concert

PROUD PRESENTORS: Senior members of the JHS Music Department show off their awards – including the Esprit De Corps – which is 
presented to the most outstanding school group during the annual and highly-competitive Music in the Parks competition in Hershey, Pa.
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PAID ADVERTISEMENT

LOCAL BUSINESS
SPOTLIGHT

1253 Hartford Ave.
Johnston, RI 02919

Now ENrolliNg
6 Weeks – 12 Years Old

Full & Part-time
Positions available

Your Target Audience is reading...

Make sure they’ll be reading about YOU!
For information about advertising on this page,

call 732-3100 today.

★Lowest $ In Town★
New

State-of-the-Art
Equipment —

Same Old Prices!

Jain’s Laundry
Plaza 44 • 39 Putnam Pike • Johnston • 231-7019

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8am-9pm; Sat. & Sun. 7am-8pm

WASH • DRY • FOLD
Drop Off Service
only 89¢ per lb.

Includes Softener, Bleach, Soap & Hangers
Same Day Service

1944 WarWick avenue, WarWick, rhode island  02889

• warwick beacon

• cranston herald

• johnston sunrise

• the reminder

• ri newspaper group

beacon
communications

chris peabody
a c c o u n t  e x e c u t i v e

chrisp@rhodybeat.com
p 401-732-3100

Serving Sandwiches, 
Prepared Foods, Deli Meats 

and Cheeses, Desserts, Coffee 
and Much More!

We also offer catering!

(401) 942-1234
Taste of Italy • Deli & Caffè

1302 Atwood Avenue • Johnston, RI 02919

By JENNIFER COATES

School districts across the state are fi nishing up the year 
within the next few weeks and summer is soon upon us. If 
you don’t have a plan in place for childcare for all or part of 
summer, it is not too late to enroll your child in the summer 
programs at Dreamland Learning Center in Johnston. There 
is summer fun, adventure and joy waiting for your child!

Dreamland Learning Center is a place where children 
are encouraged to play, explore, learn, socialize, stretch 
their imaginations and their muscles! Located on Hartford 
Avenue in Johnston, this familiar landmark is a happy 
place, a place where children from six weeks old to age 
12 are welcomed and where the carefree joy of childhood 
fl ourishes!

Every space in this center is thoughtfully planned 
and designed to be developmentally appropriate and 
purposeful. Child-size furniture makes each room look 
comfortable and adapted to the needs of pint-sized early 
learners while shelves are fi lled with toys and walls are 
strewn with art projects. Centers are set up for imaginary 
play, arts & crafts, building, science, music and story time. 
Daily programming for the children who attend Dreamland 
is packed with age-appropriate activities where children 
enjoy important routines but also the spontaneity and pure 
pleasures of childhood.

The outside playgrounds also provide the perfect place 
for youngsters to run off all that youthful energy. The staff 
works together to plan a fun-fi lled summer complete with 
fi eld trips, outdoor water play and a balanced curriculum 
that continues to encourage your children to learn through 
play, socialization and exercise!

The curriculum and staff-to-child ratio requirements here 
meet the strict standards of the state while all staff are 

licensed, and CPR certifi ed. The caregivers/teachers here 
work as a team with one goal in mind and that is to enrich 
the lives of the children over whom they have been given 
this special stewardship. In fact, the whole facility is Bright 
Star® rated for excellence.

Dreamland Learning Center is part of a network of 
childcare centers throughout the region which make parents 
and caregivers alike happy, and, with all the programming 
and fun it is known for, make children happy too! This family 
of centers truly embrace the words of Nelson Mandela: 
“Education is the most powerful weapon which we can use 

to change the world” ~ which they do one child at a time. 
Be sure to check out the other members of the Dreamland 
family of childcare centers in West Warwick (401-828-
8200) and Pawtucket (401-655-1000).

Dreamland Learning Center is now accepting enrollment 
for children ages 6 weeks through age 12. The center is 
conveniently located at 1253 Hartford Avenue, across 
from Market Basket. For more information or to schedule a 
personal tour, call 401-280-1400 today!

If you are looking for childcare this upcoming summer ~ 
be sure to register soon!

Dreamland Learning Center
Call 401-280-1400 to learn about their summer programs

Can you imagine your child playing inside in this enchanting castle, or outside on this colorful 
playground equipment? Visit Dreamland Learning Center and see for yourselves the magic of 
childhood.
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PLACE YOUR AD TODAY!
To advertise in your local newspaper, 

call Chris at

732-3100

Husson University
Johnston resident Justin Salvatore 

has been named to Husson Universi-
ty’s Dean’s List for the Spring 2023 
semester.

During the spring semester, Salva-
tore was enrolled in Husson’s Bache-
lor of Science in exercise science/
Doctor of Physical Therapy (DPT) 
program.

Students who make the Dean’s List 
must be enrolled as an undergraduate 
student, carry a full-time load of 12 
credit hours, complete all attempted 
courses in the time allotted for the 
semester, and achieve a 3.60 to 3.79 
semester grade-point average. Cred-
its from pass/fail classes do not qual-
ify toward meeting the minimum 
credit hour requirement.

North Shore Community College
North Shore Community College 

President Dr. William Heineman is 
pleased to announce that the students 
listed below were Dean’s List stu-

dents for the Spring 2023 semester.
Dean’s List Honors are awarded to 

students who have earned six or more 
semester hours of academic credit 
with a Grade Point Average (GPA) of 
3.30 or higher.

Steven Shaw, of Johnston, made the 
Spring Dean’s List.

Oregon State University
Oregon State University will gradu-

ate more than 7,300 students during 
ceremonies Saturday, June 17 at Reser 
Stadium in Corvallis and Sunday, 
June 18 at OSU-Cascades in Bend.

The 7,338 graduates will receive 
7,583 degrees. There will be 238 stu-
dents receiving two degrees, two re-
ceiving three degrees and one receiv-
ing four degrees. OSU’s 2023 gradu-
ates represent 34 of Oregon’s 36 coun-
ties, 50 states and 71 countries.

The graduates will add to the ranks 
of OSU alumni, who have earned 
287,469 degrees over the university’s 
154-year history.

Local students graduating this June 
from Oregon State include: Jonathan 
Souza, of Johnston, with a Bachelor of 
Science, Agricultural Sciences degree.

■ Scholars
(Continued from page 7)

By LOUIS J. SPREMULLI
Special to the Sun Rise

Animal-assisted therapy has proven benefits 
based on various studies. Researchers have found 
a direct connection between interacting with ani-
mals and enjoying positive health benefits. These 
animal therapy benefits include mental health, 
physical health and spiritual being.

Chipper, a Poodle/Rottweiler mix, is a two-
year-old handsome, playful, sweet active dog who 
loves going to work with his mom Tigist (Social 
Worker) at Cherry Hill Manor.

He brings joy, love and licks to the residents and 
staff. He is 80 pounds of curious zippiness who 
enjoys eating fruits and vegetables. He loves 
showing unconditional love and loyalty towards 
everyone he meets. 

He is a very important part of his family and not 
just as a dog. When home, Chipper loves playing 
catch with his two big “human” brothers Braydon 
and Mattias. When not at work, he spends the day 
in his crate, as he is crate trained. Chipper is very 
active and in the winter, he loves playing with 
snow balls.

Tigist realized during Chippers initial training 
that the residents and the staff at CHM would ben-
efit greatly from Chipper ’s spirit, therefore a part 
of his training was dedicated to becoming a thera-
py/comfort dog.

Chipper started working at CHM approximately 
six month’s ago. He visits CHM 2-3 days a week 
and can be found walking throughout the building 
with his owner, visiting residents and staff. If a 
resident is afraid of dogs, Chipper will not enter 
that room, and his owner always announces Chip-
per ’s presence prior to entering a room. Once in 
the room, Chipper knows his job to sit next to the 
resident and allow them to pet him. If they ask for 
a kiss, Chipper happily obliges. While he is at 
work, he is leashed at all times and in his owners’ 
possession. When off leash, Chipper is in his own-
ers’ office behind a gate so people can still pet and 
enjoy him as they walk by the office.

There are many residents with whom he has es-
tablished routines and has built a special relation-
ship with. 

Chipper enjoys receiving kisses, getting his ears 
rubbed and laying down so people can pet his 
belly. Some staff members who have historically 
been afraid of dogs have since overcome their 
fears and now enjoy his company. Chipper contin-
ues training sessions at home and is very happy to 
be part of the Cherry Hill Family.

Editor’s Note: Louis Spremulli, of Johnston, is the 
Spirit of Hope founder. Contact him by writing lspre-
mulli1@gmail.com. He provides regular stories featur-
ing members of the Johnston community.

Four-legged therapists

BEST FRIEND: Chipper, 
a Poodle/Rottweiler mix, is 
a two-year-old handsome, 
playful, sweet active dog 
who loves going to work 
with his mom Tigist (Social 
Worker) at Cherry Hill 
Manor. (Courtesy photo)

Say you saw it in the Johnston Sun Rise
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From fantasy 

to authenticity

Photo courtesy of Erin Walsh (Photo by Phlash Fotography & 
Artistry www.phlashfotoart.com)

with a flip of a tail
By SAMANTHA RUSSELL

A judgment free community where people can swim, enjoy mutual interests, and even receive a core 
workout: No, this place is not the local Planet Fitness, rather the Ocean State Merfolk. Based at the 
Smithfi eld YMCA, Ocean State Merfolk have created a community where people not only dress up as 
mermaids, but also become a part of their world. 

The Ocean State Merfolk “is a community of artists and free spirits who embrace the sense of play 
that is found through merming,” per their 
website. Ocean State Mermaid Erin Walsh 
established this pod two years ago as a 
means of providing others the incredible op-
portunity of mermaiding, and has since cre-
ated an ever growing group of “fi n-tastic” 
mermaid enthusiasts.

“My number one priority is making sure 
that our merfolk feel safe to try new things 
and to be their true authentic selves at our 
meet-ups and in our online group,” she said. 

The pod is a wide-ranging collection of 
merfolk of various sizes, shapes, races, ages, 
gender identities, and home states, accord-
ing to Walsh. Although the group is named 
with the Ocean State, mermaids from any 
state are welcomed to join. Eager mermaids 
from Connecticut, Maine, Massachusetts 
and New York have made the trek to the 
Ocean State pod; Walsh even recalls a mer-
maid visit from Seattle for their previous 
session.

Ocean State Merfolk runs a pod of over 
190 merfolk. They come together to swim, 
practice their mermaiding skills, produce 
content for social media, swap tops and 
tails and tales and “generally have a large 
amount of fun.” As summer sets in, the pod 
aims to schedule more meetups in outside 
venues, such as pools, lakes and seaside 
locations. The group also attends meetups 
organized by other pods throughout New 
England.

“Creating a group that could meet regu-
larly to share the passion for mermaiding was very important to me,” Walsh says. Move over, connect-
ing with like-minded merfolk, coaching safe mermaiding and removing the stigma around adult play 
has always been a goal of hers, and she hopes to “normalize this sort of play as an essential part of our 
everyday lives.”

OUT OF WATER: Erin Walsh was perfectly at ease at 
the Gaspee Days Arts and Crafts festival although she 
was out of water. (Beacon Communications photo)
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‘Anyone can be a mermaid’

New members are always encouraged to 
swim with Ocean State Merfolk at their meet-
ups. Through their belief that anyone can be a 
mermaid, the pod works to expand the mer-
maiding experience to anyone that is interested.

Walsh is a certifi ed Professional Association 
of Diving Instructors (PADI) Mermaid Instruc-
tor and PADI Advanced Mermaid, Freediver 
and SCUBA diver, a lifeguard and an under-
water photographer. For Ocean State Merfolk, 
she is also a modeling coach, organizes regular 
merfolk meetups and teaches mermaid classes.

Three years ago, Walsh commenced her mer-
maiding career with her fellow mer-friend, 
Chris Graefe. After swimming in his Mertailor 
monofi n at Walden Pond in Concord, Massa-
chusetts, Walsh became hooked on the adven-
ture and never looked back.

The group’s website states that mermaiding, 
or “merming,” is the practice of wearing and 
swimming in a costume mermaid tail. This ac-
tivity is open to children, hobbyists and profes-
sionals, who perform at venues such as circuses, 
aquariums and parties. The act can also go by 
the name of artistic mermaiding, mermaidry, or 
artistic mermaid performance.

The website goes on to say that dressing up 
as a character or concept, an interest known as 
cosplaying, allows people to tap into the “world 
of play” and their inner child. Those who role 
play as mermaids are also able to create striking 
photography and digital artistry through their 
costumes and makeup. 

“It’s an incredible release to swim with a mer-
maid tail, freeing and fun to glide under the wa-
ter doing twists and turns, fl ipping below the 
surface and then back up again,” Walsh com-
mented. She added that mermaiding is a great 
way to improve well-being and fi tness, as well 
as relieve stress. “We practice performance mer-
maiding just for fun and make videos to share 
with each other and on social media.” 

Most mermaid tails are made from a mono-
fi n, which sits under a fabric, spandex or scuba 
knit tail skin – all of which come in a variety of 
shapes and sizes. Dedicated merfolk can make 
the fi nancial commitment of a full silicone tail, 
although this purchase is usually preceded by 
years of practice in a fabric skin with a monofi n. 
Costs of full silicone tails usually begin at over 
$1,500. 

Swimming as a mermaid also takes resolute 
practice and technique, as stated by the group’s 
website, and typically involves the dolphin kick 
to leverage the power of the fi n and propel a 
mermaid forward. Propulsion levels also de-
pend on the type of monofi n a mermaid uses.

Walsh praises the diversity and acceptance 
that radiates from their pod. Beginning with a 
small group of friends interested in mermaid-
ing, the group has transformed into a unique 
program that connects with all walks of life, 
creating a supportive and collaborative envi-
ronment for people to discover an often lacked 
sense of play.

Merfolk from out of state

“We work hard to be welcoming to all folks 
who join our group and encourage them in their 
pursuit of this wonderful hobby,” Walsh stated. 
With the help of the Smithfi eld YMCA, Ocean 
State Merfolk has created a program unlike any 
other, welcoming guests from several New Eng-
land states.

Approximately twenty to thirty merfolk 
regularly join the Ocean State Merfolk for their 
meetups. However, Ocean State Merfolk hosts 
a collection of dedicated and enthusiastic team 
members who help build their mermaid com-
munity and turn their fantasies into a reality. 
Among Walsh and other mermaid models, the 
team relies on their “mertender,” Walsh’s hus-
band Kevin, to deal with equipment and camera 
technicalities. 

Graefe, Alyssa, Toni and Abby are the four 

other members of their “Dream Team” and 
are active merfolk themselves, participating in 
meetups and engaging with the community and 
various charities. Grafe, not only fueling the ini-
tial mermaiding idea, works as a creative assis-
tant and underwater model for the group. He 
recently completed a 24-hour swimming event 
to raise money for a Pennsylvania community 
center. Alyssa is a professional mermaid per-
former and can be booked to perform at various 
events. She also makes regular appearances at 
“Children’s Wishes” charity events. Toni, an ex-
cellent face painter, is the team’s Make-Up, Cos-
tuming and Networking Coordinator and the 
forefront of “mer-Made,” a Rhode Island com-
pany that produces mermaid crowns and other 
mermaid themed items. Abby, artist and model, 
is a sculptor who creates fantasy creatures from 
clay and craft materials, which are featured in 
local galleries.

With the recent releases of the live action The 
Little Mermaid and the Netfl ix documentary 
Merpeople, increased awareness and apprecia-
tion around mermaiding has surfaced. And, it 
has certainly brought more participants to the 
Ocean State Merfolk.

“We are thrilled,” said Walsh about the sup-
port. According to her, fi ve or six new merfolk 
will be attending their meetup on June 11. She 
strives to give continued access to a safe, mer-
maiding space for all. 

Mermaid and artist Jessie Jewels recently or-
ganized an Apple Cinemas mermaid-takeover 
for a showing of the live action The Little Mer-
maid. Over twenty-fi ve Ocean State Merfolk at-
tended the Warwick theater, along with merfolk 
from the Pod of New England, Pod of Northeast 
and the Mermaids Merfolk of CT, RI, MA and 
NY. Jewels is a mermaid of many pods, Ocean 
State Merfolk included. 

At the event, mermaids watched the movie, 
sang its music, and took plenty of pictures. 
Walsh noted that kids at the showing got a 
“huge kick” out of their appearance. 

Holding the title of Miss Rhode Island Mer-
maid for 2021, 2022 and 2023, as well as Queen 
of the Sea RI 2023, Jewels is a strong advocate 
for clean, sustainable and accessible waterways 
for everyone. Her platform, “Save the Bay, Save 
the Mermaids,” voices oceanic issues and push-
es towards meeting them with action. Jewels 
often volunteers at Save the Bay for events like 
beach cleanups, and advocates for state legisla-
ture regarding Rhode Island waterways.

“It’s an excellent way to be heard about issues 
going on in the environment,” she said of her 
pageant competing and advocacy. “No one else 
is doing it around here. It’s needed.”

Jewels additionally began creating art last 
year as a way to aid her platform. Profi t por-
tions of all mermaid-related art goes towards 
Save the Bay.

All it takes to become an Ocean State Mer-
folk is a short questionnaire before entering the 
pod’s Facebook group, as well as agreeing to the 
group’s rules. In the virtual space, individuals 
can introduce themselves and get to know each 
other. Announcements regarding meetups and 
special events are also released there. 

“It’s our goal to give everyone the oppor-
tunity to try the experience of swimming in a 
mermaid tail and seeing just how fun it can be,” 
Walsh said. “Nothing should hold you back 
from giving it a try if you are interested.”

Nothing, not even the tail itself. Ocean State 
Merfolk lets participants borrow Mertailor Mer-
maid Tails of all shapes and sizes to try on, swim 
in and be photographed in. New members are 
always given instructions on safe swimming in 
a mermaid tail and are paired with veteran mer-
folk for a one-on-one instruction session. 

“Ocean State Merfolk is about having fun for 
fun’s sake,” said Walsh. “I’ve traveled to Roatan, 
Honduras and La Paz, Mexico on mermaid-
ing adventures doing deep sea photoshoots 
with fellow merfolk.  Now I try to share that 
mermazing experience with as many people as 
possible.”

POOL SIDE 
MERFOLK: 
Erin Walsh 
provided this 
collection of 
photos from 
meetings of 
Ocean State 
Merfolk. 
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By ALEX SPONSELLER

The Johnston boys volleyball team put 
the finishing touches on its electric 2023 
spring season last weekend when it beat 
the Pawtucket co-op 3-1 to repeat as Divi-
sion III champions and complete the perfect 
season.

The Panthers were dominant throughout 
the spring, entering the title game surren-
dering just one set to the opposition.

Johnston got off to a slow start but would 
rebound to take the first set. Pawtucket, 
though, took control in the second to grab 
the 25-21 win.

The teams battled back and forth through-
out the pivotal third set and Pawtucket 
would take a late lead, but Johnston’s play-
makers including seniors Jacob Muller and 
Josh Philbrick would come up with enough 
big plays to help the Panthers take the 2-1 
advantage.

“I would have liked a little less stress, but 
it was a great way to feel after the game. We 
couldn’t drop, we had to stay confident, 
stay locked in. That was the most important 
thing, not getting comfortable. When you 
get comfortable, you lose. We regrouped 
and came back,” said Muller.

The two clubs would do battle once again 
in a tight fourth set. The Panthers took a 

Sports
Champions again

PERFECT SEASON: Johnston seniors Jacob Muller (left) and Josh Philbrick receive the championship plaque.

JHS volleyball 
secures second 
straight DIII title, 
undefeated season

CHAMPIONS - PAGE 21■

Ringing in 
the champs
The Johnston boys basketball team 
held a special celebration at the 
high school on Monday night as the 
players received their championship 
rings after winning the Division II title 
back in February. The team gathered 
to not only grab their latest pieces of 
hardware, but to also show off the 
banner that is hung in the gym walls 
at JHS. It was the Panthers’ first 
basketball title since the 1996 sea-
son. Pictured at left is the team after 
getting their rings. For more photos, 
check out page 19. (Photos by Leo 
van Dijk/rhodyphoto.zenfolio.com)
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Johnston sports back on top
The Johnston boys vol-

leyball team just fin-
ished its second straight 
championship season as it 
rolled to the Division III ti-
tle over Pawtucket.

What a massive year for 
Johnston sports as the bas-
ketball team won in the 
winter and now the volley-
ball team in the spring. It 
has been a ton of fun to 
cover and I am happy for 
the town as it has one of the 
richest sports histories in 
the state.

Although the teams have 
remained competitive in 
my five years here, these 
were the first champion-
ships they’ve won in that 
span which has given me a 
sense of nostalgia, and I’m 
not even a native Rhode Is-
lander.

When walking through 
the athletic wing of the high 
school on Cherry Hill, it is 
fascinating to see the leg-
ends that have come 
through the town. It almost 
feels like this year has been 
a revival, Johnston sports 
are truly back.

When it comes to the vol-
leyball team specifically, 
what a powerhouse pro-
gram it has become. The 
Panthers have lost just 
twice in two seasons and 
only dropped two sets all 
spring long. That is domi-
nance at its finest.

I can’t imagine that they 
will be held in Division III 
next season. I’m a big be-
liever in letting teams enjoy 
their time in the sun once 
they’ve broken through as 
champions, but it is clear 

that the Panthers are a 
notch above the rest. Sure, 
they will have a new look 
with a handful of seniors 
graduating, but you don’t 
go unbeaten in dominant 
fashion with just a strong 
senior core. This team has 
the depth and coaching to 
compete at the next level. 
I’ll be excited to see what 
they do. 

The Bishop Hendricken 
baseball team fell in con-
secutive games to Cumber-
land this past week to be 
eliminated from the Divi-
sion I playoffs. It was an 
unexpected defeat as the 
Hawks appeared to be on a 
collision course with North 
Kingstown, who was also 
ousted from the tourna-
ment. 

The big question heading 
into the winner-take-all 
matchup was whether or 
not Hendricken would turn 
to ace pitcher Alex Clem-
mey. Clemmey is a Vander-
bilt commit and a lock to be 
selected in the upcoming 
MLB Draft. He was nearly 
untouchable this spring 
and essentially a cheat code 
for the Hawks. If Clemmey 
was pitching, it would take 
an extraordinary effort on 
the other side to get a win.

Clemmey was rested and 
in the clear to take the hill if 
his number was called this 
weekend. I’m not sure if 
there was a gentleman’s 
agreement prior to the 
game between the coaching 
staffs to not turn to their 
No. 1 hurlers, but neither 
team threw their top guns 

in the final matchup to start 
the game.

Hendricken trailed 3-1 
prior to the rain pushing 
the remainder of the game 
to Saturday. It was unclear 
if the Hawks would throw 
Clemmey out there to start 
on Saturday, or at any point 
as the game wore on.

Hendricken elected to 
keep Clemmey stashed on 
the bench and allowed the 
other pitchers to do their 
thing.

Some may wonder if the 
Hawks made the correct 
decision and it is a fair sec-
ond guess. 

At the end of the day, all 
things considered, the 
Hawks did in fact make the 
best choice and they de-
serve a ton of respect for it.

There is much more at 
stake here than a high 
school championship. 
Clemmey has an opportu-
nity to be a professional 
player and to go on to make 
millions and fulfill a dream 
that very few people even 
come close to realizing. To 
risk his health for a high 
school game would be dic-

ey … a potential disaster.
Now, that is not to say 

that these games were 
meaningless. Most of these 
players won’t be suiting up 
after they graduate. For 
them, this is the biggest 
tournament of their lives.

For Clemmey, though, it 
is different. He is different.

Clemmey is a rare athlete 
that requires different treat-
ment from the other play-
ers on the team. When I say 
different, it has nothing to 
do with the fundamental 
requirements of being a 
quality player and team-
mate. He should be held 
accountable for his perfor-
mance, effort, attitude. He 
should be required to be 
present every day and to be 
putting in the same work as 

everyone else.
When I say different, the 

above scenario is exactly 
what I mean. His future is 
just too bright to jeopar-
dize. Especially with a po-
tential championship series 
on the horizon, Hendricken 
had to pick and choose its 
usage and it chose correctly 
by taking the conservative 
approach.

Had Clemmey pitched, 
the Clippers likely would 
have been shut down. I’m 
sure he would have rel-
ished the chance to put his 
cape on and save the day, 
but sometimes these com-
petitors need to be saved 
from themselves.

Not to mention the fact 
that even without Clem-
mey, the Hawks had the 

most talented crop of pitch-
ers in the state. They were 
certainly not hurting for 
quality pitching during his 
absence. 

Although the question 
has been asked, I am pleas-
antly surprised that it has 
not become a divisive topic. 
It gives me faith that we 
here in Rhode Island do 
recognize the big picture. 
As much as we care about 
championships, as much as 
we root for these kids to 
have the opportunity to 
play on the state’s biggest 
stage, their lives will con-
tinue on after high school 
and championships will be 
fond memories, not make-
or-break occurrences that 
will impact their futures.

My pitch

by 
Alex 

Sponseller
Sports Editor

alexs@
rhodybeat.com

BANNER YEAR: Above is 
a closer look at the John-
ston boys basketball 
team’s championship ban-
ner along with the rings. At 
right, Johnston coach Mike 
Bedrosian addresses the 
crowd during the ceremo-
ny.
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Rondeau answers the call
By PETE FONTAINE

As she has done time and again during her 
distinguished and storied world champion 
kickboxing career and as a highly-respected 
fitness coach, popular Johnston businesswom-
an Christina Rondeau again answered an im-
portant call.

This time, though, may be an excellent ex-
ample of how Rondeau – who owns and oper-
ates Rondeau’s Kickboxing at 1408 Atwood 
Avenue - enjoys giving back to the communi-
ty.

In fact, Rondeau and her staff rolled out the 
red carpet, as the old adage states – to help 
Johnston residents whose lives have been in-
terrupted by cases of unnecessary bullying.

According to Becky Rhodes – long-time staff 
member who doubles as public relations di-
rector at Rondeau’s Kickboxing and Fitness – 
Tuesday’s class was free to Johnston residents 
age 13 and up.

“In this hour class people will learn basic 
strikes and techniques to be able to fight back 
and get away from their attacker,” said 
Rhodes. “This will also serve as a fundraiser 
for Knockout Wishes and one if the many non-
profits Christina supports which has helped 
others throughout the community. Any dona-
tions will be welcome.”

So, after receiving call after call from parents 
pleading for help because their children have 
been tormented and bullied in school, Ron-
deau has also started a FREE Virtual Support 
Group to Stop Bullying.

“The virtual call is scheduled for the last 
Wednesday of each month and parents, teach-
ers, school staff members as well as town of-
ficials are encouraged to attend and join the 
call to discuss what they are seeing and actu-
ally going through,” Rhodes continued. 
“Speaking with each other gives people the 
assurance they are not alone.”

Moreover, as Rhodes went on: “People can 
share ideas and workarounds to help each 
other and their children with how to address 
and hopefully resolve the bullying situation.”

For more information email Christina Ron-
deau, at info@rkblive.com.

SPECIAL SYMBOLS: 
These messages and oth-
ers were the topic of dis-
cussion Tuesday night be-
ginning at 7 o’clock when 
Christina Rondeau pre-
sented a special program 
and support to help peo-
ple with the nagging prob-
lem of bullying, especially 
when children are involved.

Six Anchormen were named American Baseball 
Coaches Association (ABCA)/Rawlings NCAA Div. III 
All-Region for their respective performances during 
the 2023 baseball campaign. 

Junior third baseman Cal Parrillo (Greenville, R.I.) 
was named ABCA/Rawlings NCAA Div. III First Team 
All-Region 2. He was previously named First Team All-
Region 2 by D3baseball.com and First Team All-Little 
East. Parrillo played in 43 games, starting all of them. 
He batted .385 (69-for-179) with 42 runs scored, 69 hits, 
14 doubles, one triple, four home runs, 55 RBI and 
seven stolen bases. Parrillo owned a .542 slugging per-
centage, .448 on-base percentage and a .933 fielding 
percentage. He established program records for both 
single season and career RBI. 

Senior pitcher Shaun Gamelin (West Kingston, R.I.) 
was named ABCA/Rawlings NCAA Div. III First Team 
All-Region 2. He was previously named Second Team 
All-Region 2 by D3baseball.com and First Team All-
Little East. Gamelin appeared in 13 games, starting all 
of them. He was 9-1 with a 2.93 ERA and 143 strikeouts 
in 89.0 innings of work. Gamelin established program 
records for single season and career strikeouts. 

Junior center fielder Cameron Santerre (Bristol, R.I.) 
was named ABCA/Rawlings NCAA Div. III Second 
Team All-Region 2. He was previously named Second 
Team All-Region 2 by D3baseball.com and First Team 
All-Little East. Santerre played in 43 games, starting all 
of them. He batted .358 (57-for-159) with 72 runs 
scored, 57 hits, 17 doubles, two triples, three home 
runs, 21 RBI and 54 stolen bases. Santerre owned a .547 
slugging percentage, .519 on-base percentage and a 
.990 fielding percentage. He established program re-
cords for single season runs scored and stolen bases. 
Santerre also broke the career records for runs scored, 
stolen bases, walks and hit by pitch. 

Junior pitcher Terry Murray (Norfolk, Mass.) was 
named ABCA/Rawlings NCAA Div. III Third Team 
All-Region 2. He was previously named First Team All-
Region 2 by D3baseball.com, the Little East Pitcher of 
the Year and First Team All-Little East. Murray ap-
peared in 12 games, starting eight of them. He was 8-2 
with a 2.57 ERA and 77 strikeouts in 70.0 innings of 
work. 

Six Anchormen 
honored by ABCA
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■ Champions
(Continued from page 18)

nine-point lead early in the set but 
Pawtucket would storm back to even-
tually mount a 25-24 advantage. The 
Panthers would respond once again, 
rack up three straight points to put the 
game away.

“It was storybook, it couldn’t have 
played out any better for us. To go 
undefeated and be champions, it was 
perfect. We were locked in and we 
knew we needed to perform, there 
was a lot of pressure, but pressure 
makes diamonds,” said senior James 
Guilmette who was also a key part to 
last year’s title team as well.

After finishing last year as the 
champs, many were surprised to see 
Johnston remain in Division III after 
this year’s realignment. Although ex-
pectations were through the roof en-
tering the spring, the Panthers were 

confident, especially considering some 
of the additions they made over the 
offseason, including basketball state 
champ Anthony Corsinetti. 

“We knew that we could do it again, 
we reloaded with two new kids that 
played great all season. I didn’t think 
we would go undefeated, but I was 
confident in this group and was very 
excited,” said Muller, who believed 
that chemistry was what set this group 
apart this season. “I’ve known most of 
these kids since elementary school so 
this is a very close-knit group. The 
biggest thing with this group is our 
chemistry; I’ve never been on a closer 
team.”

Guilmette added: “It’s really special. 
It’s not often that you meet a group of 
guys with this talent and camaraderie. 
We practice every day, score points 
and win games, so it’s pretty special. 
I’m going to miss the brotherhood. We 
practiced every day and worked our 
butts off to get better.”

BOUNCE BACK: Josh Philbrick returns a Pawtucket shot.

BLOCK: Jacob Muller leaps to block a shot at the net. (Photos by Alex Sponseller)

TITLE CLASH: Sam Cambranes eyes a shot last week.
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# OF WEEKS  AD IS TO RUN ________________       DATE   _ ____________

# _______________________________________

 EXPIRATION DATE:________________________________   3 digit code________________

MAIL-IN ADVERTISING FORM

NAME  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________PHONE _ _______________________________

ADDRESS  _____________________________________________________________________________________CITY ____________________________STATE  _________ ZIP  ____________________

Use 1 block for each letter, number or punctuation mark. Leave one blank block between each word or after each punctuation mark. (Minimum of 4 lines)

4 Lines / $2500* Includes Warwick Beacon, Cranston Herald 
and Johnston Sun Rise
Run your ad for 4 weeks or more and $ave $2.00 per week.
❏ Bold Face First Line of ad for $4.00 per week

$25/Week — $29/Week with Bold

$29/Week — $33/Week with Bold

$33/Week — $37/Week with Bold

CATEGORY
______________________

Deadline:
Monday 10 AM

MAIL TO:
Beacon Communications
1944 Warwick Avenue, Warwick, RI 02889
Attn: CLASSIFIEDS

or   e-mail to: Classifieds@rhodybeat.com

Get the word out...
Advertise Your
Yard Sale
Call 732-3100

(Yard Sale Ads Must Be Pre-Paid)

Junk Removal

HAVE TRUCK WILL HAUL: 
Junk, brush, construction debris. 
DUMPSTERS also available. 
401-497-1282.

UP TO $5000! We buy junk, 
unwanted and repairable autos. 
Call today, gone today. 401-516-
8822.

Houses Wanted

WE BUY HOUSES:  Any condi-
tion!! Quick sale!!  House needs 
work?  We don’t mind.  Call 401-
595-8703.

Home Improvements

Pro Home Improvements - Spe-
cializing in kitchen, baths, and 
basement remodeling and any 
interior repairs. prohomeimprov.
com. Free est. Licensed and in-
sured. Call Pat at 401-374-3929.

Classified Advertising 
Deadline is

10 AM Monday

Cemetery Plots For Sale

Highland Memorial Cemetery 
Lots, Oaklawn Section, Lot 12D, 
Graves 3 & 4 $1800.00 each. 
Contact: sedgley13@aol.com 
941-661-0863 or 941-429-4950.

Highland Memorial Park Section 
O, Hope Lot #110, plots 2 & 3, 
both for $1,200.  Call 401-738-
8404.

Yard Sales

Yard Sale, 50 Lane One, War-
wick, Saturday, June 17, 8 a.m.  
- 3 p.m. No rain date.

Lawn Care

Choice Lawn Care Restoration 
Services: Dethatching, Aerat-
ing, Overseeding, Composting 
(Topdressing) Jon Walker 401-
241-7136.

Equine Based Mindfulness 
Stress Relief Program for adults 
at Stepping Stone Ranch:  For 
details, visit steppingstoneranch.
com or call 397-3725.

Classes/Instruction

Dina’s Cleaning Service: Pro-
fessional and reliable cleaning. 
Residential and commercial. 20 
years in business. References 
available. Owner, Dina: 401-580-
3830.

Cleaning Services

For Sale

Indoor Thermador gas-grill & 
hood $350; SubZero counter-
depth fridge $325; Dacor dbl. 
electric wall-oven $325; Lasco 
bath-jacuzzi $200. Contact: bjg-
desynz@yahoo.com

Garage for rent. Clean storage 
only. Great for car or boat. Some 
electric included. Interior: 19 X 
20 ft. $800.00/mo. Call 401-885-
4574.

Garage for Rent

Help Wanted

CLEANERS: 1st & 2nd Shift, 
20-25 hours per week, Monday-
Saturday. $14/hour. Must have 
valid Driver’s License, reliable 
vehicle and clean BCI. Call Paul, 
301-1162.

Full-Time Automotive Techni-
cian: Must supply own tools and 
valid Driver’s License. Must have 
experience. 40 Hours/week, 
Monday-Friday. Pay based on 
experience and certifications. 
Location in East Greenwich. 
401-885-8220.

Hygienist: Cranston. Tues, 
Thurs or both, 8am - 5pm. Sal-
ary determined with experience. 
Call:  401-942-5252.

Looking for companion for senior  
male  to assist with daily errands 
and other tasks outside of home. 
Johnston area, 2 days per week, 
3 or 4 hours. Must have reliable 
transportation and willing to drive. 
Hourly rate to be discussed.  Text 
or call 401-523-9914.

CNA needed for 47-year-old 
male with muscular dystrophy. 
Hours flexible.  Call:  401-885-
2233.

Medical Help Wanted
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Electrical

Home Improvements

Valco Electric
Residential Specialist
Electrical Upgrades

Trouble Shooting & Repairs
Prompt & Courteous Service

401-921-3143
Lic. #A3990  AmEx/Disc/MC/Visa  Insured

Weatherproof
Home Improvement

Interior/Exterior Painting
Roofing • Siding • Gutters • Decks

Dennis
732-9218   Reg. #31803

John’s Construction 
Handyman Services

Painting  ●   Windows
Carpentry  
942-1729

15% OFF next project with ad. 
Reg. #24655   ~     Insured

Handyman
Rubbish Removal

Spring Cleanups
House - Cellars - Yards 

Garages - Moving?
Anything hauled away, some for FREE!

30 yrs. - Reliable Service! 
741-2781 Lic. #37379 - Insured  

Plastering

Harold Greco Jr.
Plaster Perfection

ALL Small Repair Specialist
Emergency Water Damage Repairs
Historic Restorations

Painting
Senior, Veterans & Cash Discounts

Integrity & Passion
ALL MAINTENANCE

 Reg. #4114  ★     Member BBB  ★     Est. 1946

Call now! 738-0369 

Painting

Oil Tank Removal

Why wait for your oil tank to leak?
Old oil tanks removed
Licensed RI Waste Transporter

Drum Disposal
Newton B. Washburn, LLC.
Insured ●  Reg. #27176 ●  #RI877

401-647-9606

Warwick 
Seamless Gutters

Gutter installation on 
new and existing homes
Cut and drop service available 

at your home or project
Leaf guards & gutter cleaning

Call Mike 
401-265-1570

Gutters

Steven G. Ruhle 
PaintinG

Interior & Exterior
Small Exteriors

Neat, Clean Workmanship
639-0967

Free Estimates
Reg. 12067 - Insured

EAST COAST 
WOOD FLOORS
Installed • Sand

 Finish • Refinish
Insured • Senior Discounts

Cell 265-3644
 Reg. #15124

Flooring

E.W. FLAGG
Plumbing & Heating

New & Old
Installations • Repairs

Water Heaters
Commercial & Residential

739-6155    MP #01896

DAVIDSON’S
PLUMBING & HEATING

Water Heaters
Free Estimates

Remodeling ❖ Repairs
New Construction

MP #1696 737-4679 MPF #6470

CEMENT
MASONRY WORK
Chimneys ❖ Floors ❖ Patios

Driveways ❖ Steps ❖ Walkways
Repairs ❖ Free Estimates  
Ron 397-1891
Cell 639-2942
Reg. #6326  Licensed & Bonded   

Masonry

Plumbing & Heating

t & t Painting
25 years in Business

Interior and Exterior Painting

Power Washing
Deck Refinishing
Carpentry Repairs
Reasonable Rates
Free Estimates

Neat. Clean. Organized
Insured  - Reg. #3469

401-944-0336

Reilly Fence Inc.
Professional installations of
Vinyl •  Wood •  Aluminum 

Chainlink  Fences
Insured -  Free Estimates

Call & book an appt. today!
228-3647 Reg. #40392   

Fencing
Landscaping

Business 
ServiceS

DECKS/SHEDS
Power-Washing

Restaining • Refinishing
Carpentry Repairs

Free Written Estimates
Insured – Reg. #3469

401-944-0336

Deck & Shed
Maintenance

CONFREDA FARMS
Fertile Farm Loam

Screened to ½ inch
Mulch • 50/50 Mix

Raw Compost 
Processed Gravel

737-7662 • 827-5000

Landscape Materials
C & J Painting
Interior/Exterior
Powerwashing

Free Estimates
Jason     ●      Craig

378-8525  ●  743-2554
Reg. #22833                 Insured              

Painting

Ryan’s landscape
Construction

Maintenance
SPRINg CLEaNuP

Trees and Shrubs Planted 
401-738-5139

Liberty House
Junk Removal, Inc. 
We remove all content from cellars.

One room or entire house.
We remove sheds. 

15 years of reliable service.
Reg. #2983 & Insured

401-286-0505

Painting

Business ServiceS
ads start at 

$32/week
for 4 or more weeks in the Johnston sun Rise, 

Warwick Beacon & Cranston Herald 
(All 3 papers for one low price)

To place your ad, please call

732-3100
Deadline: Monday 10 AM

Heating & Cooling

TeCH SuppoRT
Residential Forced Hot Air 
and Cooling Troubleshoot 

and Repairs
PM Schedules

FaceTime or Phone Calls, 
Help Offer Tech aid

617-590-3683

By PETE FONTAINE

People are still abuzz about the annual 
Gary V. Mazzie Memorial Golf Tourna-
ment that recently attracted a sell-out 
crowd of 120 players to always well-
maintained Cranston Country Club.

One reason was the $5,000 profit that 
enables the group to present the Gary V. 
Mazzie Memorial Scholarships that year 
was awarded to Johnston High School 
seniors Talia LaFlamme and Derek Sal-
vatore.

Moreover, proceeds are used to offset 
costs of the annual Johnston High School 
Athletic Hall of Fame that Mazzie found-
ed back in 2011 before he succumbed to a 
bout with lung cancer.

“People in Johnston really know how 
to do it,” was just one of the many plau-
dits people told Chairman Jim Hopkins, 
who was the late Mazzie’s best friend 
during their teacher, coach and athletic 
director days at JHS. “Not many schools 

have what Johnston has in Panther 
Pride!”

Perhaps a classic example is the fact 
that as hard-working golf chairman 
Johnston Graham called “an outpouring 
of special support for those students 
who attend Johnston High School. Their 
support is indeed gratefully appreciat-
ed.”

Some people added statements like 
“Everyone loved Gary for what he did 
and stood for,” while others proclaimed, 
“this is a Victor(y) tournament. Gary’s 
middle name was Victor.”

Other folks also labeled the tourna-
ment, “a huge family reunion of Pan-
thers and sponsors,” while some said, 
“it’s a tradition we need to keep going 
for many years to come.”

As for the JHS Athletic Hall of Fame, 
Hopkins said “we will soon announce 
the Class of 2023 and we’re always ex-
cited about the induction ceremony and 
dinner.”

Mazzie golf tourney 
ready to give back

GARY’S GUYS: Clyde Hopkins (left), who was a member of the championship four-
some for the annual Gary V. Mazzie Memorial Golf tournament, is all smiles and 
joined by Tournament Director Jim Hopkins at conclusion of the recent event. (Sub-
mitted photos)

CO-ED CHAMPS: JHS Music Department Chairman Ron Lamoureux, his wife Lisa 
Lamoureux and Brenda and Bob Plasse shot their way to the Co-Ed Division title of 
the recent Gary. V. Mazzie Memorial Golf Tournament.
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ANIMAL   TALK
By Karen Kalunian

Local�Adoptable�Loveable

If you have been thinking of adopting or know of 
an animal in need, please contact Karen directly at

animaltalk1920@gmail.com

Photo credit: Tyler Mclewin

You can have Summer in your home all year long! Yes, her name is Summer and 
she truly brings the sunshine! This beauty is just over a year old and is a medium 
sized mixed breed. Her soft coat is multi-color and her big brown eyes just seem to 
say “love me!” Summer is playful, lovable, smart and loves yummy treats! If you’d 
like to meet her please contact EGAPL The Heart of RI at 401-467-3670  or visit 
during their open adoption hours Wednesday 3:00-7:00, Thursday & Friday 12:00-
2:00 or Saturday 10:00-2:00. They are located at 44 Worthington Road Cranston, 
RI. Summer will be ready to share her warmth with you!

Summer

By CAPT. DAVE MONTI

“I want to offer some insights re-
garding how and why I break the 
season down into moon periods,” 
said Peter Jenkins, chair of the board 
of the American Saltwater Guides 
Association and owner of The Salt-
water Edge tackle shop in Middle-
town, RI.

Jenkins looks at each period as 15 
days which is, roughly, half of a 
month — it is the seven days before, 
the day of the new or full moon and 
the seven days following.

The moon has influence on the 
ocean and the fish. They drive the 
tide timings and the strength of the 
current, they also drive the measur-
able height of the tide and how dark 
the night will be if there is no cloud 
cover. 

“My own observations over 
20-plus years fishing for striped 
bass from the surf, tell me that there 
is no denying the fact that these 
periods of stronger currents are 
usually the times when bodies of 
fish make a move, into or out of a 
bay, from one region to another or 
even just a few miles down the 
beach,” said Jenkins.

With stronger currents, bait and 
fish movement are greater so the 
odds of catching fish are greater.  
For information on fishing strate-
gies, tactics, tackle and gear visit 
www.saltwateredge.com. 

Where’s the bite?
Striped bass and bluefish. Capt. 

Ray Stachelek of Cast-a-Fly Char-
ters said, “Last Thursday anglers 
Dave Pollack and Mario Renzi of 
South Carolina hooked up with 
multiple striped bass to 25 pounds 
on a fly rod and bluefish to 12 
pounds with fish chasing sand eels 
from Pr. Judith to Hazard Avenue, 
Narragansett.” Dave Henault of 
Ocean State Bait & Tackle, Provi-
dence, said, “The striped bass and 
bluefish bite slowed a bit this week 
with most of the action moving to 
the lower East Passage with Ports-
mouth, Middletown and Newport 

doing well.  The bite out in front of 
Newport is good too.”  

“The striped bass and bluefish 
bite diminished in Providence, yet 
the bite at Colt State Park and Bris-
tol Harbor remained strong with 
pogies and trolling with tube & 
work and umbrella rings working 
well for customers,” said John Lit-
tlefield of Archie’s Bait & Tackle, 
Riverside.

 Joe Castaldi of Quaker Lane Bait 
& Tackle, North Kingstown said, 
“Although things slowed in the Bay 
this week the bite out in front off 
Newport and Pt. Judith remain very 
strong for large bass.” 

East End Eddie Doherty Cape 
Cod Canal fishing expert and au-
thor said, “The action had come to a 
screeching halt on the Canal last 
week until Tuesday morning when 
the breaking tide brought a good 
size school of striped bass in from 
Buzzards Bay… High hook goes to 
‘Paulie the Painter’ Gravina of 
Sandwich who was throwing his 
Hog Island Canal Pencil that fooled 
an energetic striper weighing 31 
pounds!”  

Angler Curt Shumway reports a 
strong weekend striped bass bite on 
the Southwest Ledge of Block Is-
land where he hooked up with four 
nice striped bass to 45 pounds. An-
gler Greg Spier said on the RI Salt-
water Anglers blog, “Trolled a bit to 
start off two hours after low tide on 
the lower Sakonnet River. Plenty of 
boats fishing, think with live po-
gies. Did not see many fish being 
boarded. We were using tube and 
worm, nothing. Fished the incom-
ing tide till high tide on a reef off 
Newport and it yielded a 35-inch 
striper.”  

Declan O’Donnell of Breachway 
Bait & Tackle, Charlestown, said, 
“Striped bass fishing is becoming 
more consistent with the bass ag-
gressively feeding on sand eels and 
squid on the south shore and bun-
ker up in the bay. There are also 
quite a few bass being caught back 
in the salt ponds on live bait and 
artificials. Big bluefish are still 

around mixed in with the bass.”
Scup, black sea bass and summer 

flounder. “We had a customer catch 
a 6.25-pound black sea bass at the 
Newport Bridge this weekend along 
with three nice keeper flukes.  Scup 
is moving up the bay to Colt State 
part with anglers a Sabin Pont 
catching a few too,” said Littlefield 
of Archie’s Bait & Tackle.  

Castaldi of Quaker Lane said, 
“The scup and black sea bass bite is 
very good in the Bay off southern 
southern coastal shores.” 

Henault of Ocean Stale Tackle, 
said, “The scup, black sea bass and 
summer flounder bite is goo on the 
East Passage channel pads, in front 
of Warwick Light and at Prudence 
Island with areas out in front off 
Newport producing for anglers 
too.”  

“The best fluke bite seems to be 
out in deeper water so you might 
want to start looking in depths of 40 
feet or more. Block Island has been 
more consistent than the south 
shore. Scup reports are improving 
with mostly large scup and there 
are a few black sea bass being 
caught. Bigger ones in deeper water 
and shorts in shallow water,” said 
O’Donnell of Breachway Bait & 
Tackle.   

Freshwater fishing remains strong 
for both largemouth bass and trout 
in ponds that have been stocked in-
cluding Willet Avenue Pond, River-
side which was restocked last 
week.” said John Littlefield of Ar-
chie’s.  Castaldi of Quaker Lane 
said, “The largemouth bass bite re-
mains very strong for customers 
with many having positive results 
with shiners.  And the trout bite in 
stocked ponds remains strong.”  

Dave Monti holds a captain’s master 
license and charter fishing license. He 
serves on a variety of boards and com-
missions and has a consulting business 
focusing on clean oceans, habitat pres-
ervation, conservation, renewable ener-
gy, and fisheries related issues and cli-
ents. Forward fishing news and photos 
to dmontifish@verison.net or visit 
www.noflukefishing.com.

How does the 
moon impact fishing?

ON THE FLY: Fly fishing expert Dave Pollack and Mario Renzi hooked up with multiple striped bass to 25 pounds 
on Cast-a-Fly Charters last Thursday. (Submitted photo)
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TREASURESRhodyRhodyRhody
A N T I Q U E S  •  C O L L E C T I B L E S  •  C O N S I G N M E N T S  •  E S TAT E S  •  V I N TA G E 

One of the Strangest

MUSKETS
Made During the Civil War…

HIGHEST CASH PAYMENT FOR YOUR
Gold, Diamonds, Coins,

 Jewelry and Other Valuables.
Old Costume Jewelry Accumulations

We make house calls during the pandemic 
Military Items, 

Musical Instruments, 
Oil Paintings, 

Collectibles, Anything Unusual.

Aable Jewelers 
and Antique Center

OPEN: 
Mon.-Sat. 

11AM-5PM

1615 Warwick Avenue • Warwick
At Hoxsie 4 Corners (Gateway Shopping Center)

738-6099
R.I. Lic. 
#90304

OUR

.
i

SAFE ONE-TO-ONE BUYING AT OUR CONVENIENT LOCATION
50 Years in Business. Established 1970 • Licensed and Bonded

GOLD AND DIAMONDS • SAXOPHONES
NESTING BOWLS-CLEAR & COLORED—HIGH PRICES! 

• Second Hand Merchandise
• Household Accessories
• Antiques
• Furniture
• All Occasion  Greeting Cards
 and much more

59 Putnam Pike (Rte. 44), Johnston, RI 02919
401-525-4616

YANKEE
TREASURE CHEST

The U.S. Model 1863 Double Rifl e Mus-
ket made by J.P. Lindsay has to be one of 
the strangest muskets made during the Civil 
War. When a Lindsay is amongst other more 
common rifl e muskets they don’t really stand 
out until you see there is no lock plate and 
two hammers. Once you realize what you are 
holding in your hands, you think how cool it 
is, then realize it wasn’t really a good design.

John Paul Lindsay received a patent for his 
double shot pistols in 1859 which were man-
ufactured in very small numbers. Legend has 
it he was inspired to create the double-shot 
musket because his brother was killed while 
reloading a single shot musket in a gunfi ght. 
He patented this double shot musket in 1860. 
In 1861 as the Civil War broke out, many 
inventors were trying to come up with fi re-
arms that could fi re multiple shots without 
the need to reload as much. As the war rolled 
on and casualties grew, the government or-
dered about 1,000 double rifl es from Lind-
say. Between 1863 and 1864, some of them 
were issued to four regiments for use in 
the fi eld.

Soldiers would have to load two car-
tridges down the muzzle of the gun 
and place a percussion cap on each of 
the two nipples. The hammers would 
then be cocked and when the trigger 

was pulled, the right hammer would fall and 
set off the top cartridge, or the second one 
loaded. The second pull of the trigger would 
drop the left hammer and set off the bottom 
cartridge. This seemingly would give a sol-
dier two aimed shots before having to reload, 
however, through negligence, the heat of bat-
tle, or malfunction, both cartridges could go 
off at the same time with nasty results for the 
gun as well as the poor soldier shooting it. 
There were reports of this happening, and the 
gun was soon dropped from service. The fact 
that some did blow up, along with the rela-
tively small numbers of them built, could be 
the reason why these odd guns are so rare.

The above said, they are very attractive, 

and you can appreciate the engineering and 
thought behind the design. They have beauti-
ful walnut stocks very similar in form to their 
single shot cousins. The stocks have govern-
ment inspectors’ marks on the left fl at of the 
stock, although there are a few survivors that 
do not have these markings. The butt plates, 
barrel bands, trigger guard, nose cap, etc. are 
all bright steel just like the single shot rifl e 
muskets, as is the ramrod and blued steel rear 
sight. The central receiver is quite interesting 
with an extended tang which runs down to 
the comb of the butt similar to a Remington 
Rolling Block. The top of the receiver in front 
of the two hammers is marked “LINDSAY/
PATENT’D. OCT. 9. 1860”.

While the Model 1863 Lindsay Double 
Rifl e is really good looking and quite a piece 

of engineering, it 
goes to show that not 
every invention is a 
good idea to put into 
service.

By Joel Bohy
Historic Arms & Militaria 

Bruneau & Co. Auctioneers
Cranston, RI

NEW YORK GOLD EXCHANGE
CASH FOR YOU!

COURTEOUS • CONFIDENTIAL • PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 
We Pay New York Refi nery Prices for

• Gold • Diamonds
• Silver • Silverware
• Coins • Bullion

Expert Jewelry  Repair

1047 Mineral Spring Ave.,North Providence
401-205-1638      NEWYORKGOLDXCHANGE.COM

FREE $10 GAS CARD WITH ANY PRECIOUS METAL TRANSACTION!
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5 budget-friendly travel tips
Family Features 

For many people, traveling is about exploring 
new cultures, landscapes, cuisines and ideas. 
However, the cost of the trip is still one of the 
most important considerations when booking a 

vacation.
in fact, according to a survey conducted by slickdeals, 

a one-of-a-kind online community of shoppers working 
together to shop smarter and save more, 81% of respon-
dents listed total cost as their top consideration followed 
by a desire for kid-friendly experiences at the destination 
and discounts or deals on transportation and lodging.

Even amid reported concerns about inflation (56%), 
increasing flight costs (51%) and gas prices (49%), 84% 
of families plan to spend the same amount or more on 
travel this year as last. Among the respondents, 42% plan 
to spend between $1,501-3,000 and 15% plan to spend 
$5,000 or more on travel.

While traveling is undoubtedly an investment, it 
doesn’t have to break the bank. Consider these tips from 
Pete King, deal expert for slickdeals, to save money as 
you begin planning your next excursion.

set your budget with hidden costs in mind. When set-
ting budgets, many people stop at the basics like trans-
portation, accommodations and entertainment. make 
sure to factor in additional costs such as pet care, food, 
checked luggage fees and airport and hotel parking so 
there are no surprises at the end of the trip. 

If you owe more than $10,000 in 
credit card or other debt, see how 

National Debt Relief can resolve your debt 
for a fraction of what you owe.

Call today:
1-877-682-0401

BE DEBT FREE
IN 24–48 MONTHS!

NATIONAL
debt relief

NATIONAL
debt relief

Call today to reserve your advertising space
in our monthly section:

RhodyMoney
Running in the Warwick Beacon,

Cranston Herald, Johnston Sun Rise 
& The Reminder.

With a total circulation of over 35,000 in the 
West Bay, it’s a great place to advertise.

732-3100
or

821-2216

Photos courtesy of Getty Images

look for deals. Being open to a variety of destina-
tions and travel dates can help you score the best deals. 
if you’re tired of switching between booking sites or 
searching online for bargains, consider browsing the 
latest travel deals on the slickdeals travel Page where 
community members share some of the best travel 
deals on the internet, which can save you time and ef-
fort when looking for savings on your trip. you can 
even set deal alerts to be notified when deals pop up for 
your desired destination.

Bring an empty water bottle. While transportation 
security administration regulations don’t allow you to 
bring most fluids through security checkpoints in air-
ports, packing an empty water bottle in your carry-on 
or personal item can save you from high costs inside 
the terminal. Once you’re through security, simply fill 
your bottle at the nearest water fountain. an added bo-
nus: you can take the full bottle on the airplane to stay 
hydrated during the flight without having to rely on the 
small complimentary beverage on board.

Pack less than you think you’ll need. many people 

overpack, and that can be a costly mistake. a single 
checked bag can cost as much as $50, and some airlines 
charge extra for a ticket that includes a carry-on. For a 
weekend trip, keep it simple with a carry-on or back-
pack, and for longer adventures, keep in mind nobody 
at your destination will likely know you wore the same 
jeans two days in a row.

Find the right rewards credit card. if you have a re-
wards credit card, you could get cash back when you 
make certain purchases. you could get a percentage 
back on groceries, travel, dining and more. For exam-
ple, with a travel rewards credit card, you earn points or 
miles that can be redeemed for future travel plans. Gen-
eral travel cards earn points or miles on virtually every 
purchase, regardless of airline or hotel chain, while co-
branded cards that align with a specific airline or hotel 
reward users with more points for loyalty spending and 
provide additional benefits like free checked bags or a 
free night’s stay on your card anniversary.

Find deals on travel and more at slickdeals.com/
travel.
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a strong credit score is an undeniable 
asset for consumers. a strong standing in 
the eyes of potential creditors can save 
consumers money on relatively short-
term expenses like vehicles and long-term 
purchases like homes.

Consumer credit is so influential in the 
lives of the average person that it pays 
to have some knowledge of what it is 
and how individuals can use it to their 
advantage.

Who issues consumer credit?

Consumer credit is typically issued by 
banks and retailers. One common question 
consumers have is who owns credit cards, 
which are among the most recognizable 
and widely used forms of consumer credit. 
many credit card companies, including 
Visa, are now publicly held companies 
after years of being owned by banks. 
However, many major banks, including 
Capital One and Bank of america, issue 
credit cards as well. 

What is a credit score?

according to the credit reporting agency 
equifax¨, a credit score is a three-digit 
number which represents an individual 
consumer’s credit risk. Credit risk refers 
to the likelihood that a borrower will pay 
their bills on time. scores are typically 
between 300 and 850, and the higher 
the score, the more creditworthy and 
less risky a consumer is in the eyes of 
creditors.

How are credit scores calculated?

three different consumer reporting 
agencies (CRAs), including Equifax¨, 

determine credit scores. that’s why it’s 
not uncommon for a single consumer to 
have three different scores. those scores 
should be similar, and if they’re not it’s 
likely that one or more Cra reports has 
an error or errors. a host of variables are 
considered when determining a credit 
score, and these include:

• Payment history
• Credit utilization ratio, which is the 

amount of credit used versus the total 
available credit

• Types of credit accounts a consumer 
has. this includes revolving credit 
accounts, like consumer credit cards, 
and installment accounts, which include 
mortgages and auto loans.

• Credit history length
• Frequency of credit inquiries 

(numerous inquiries in a short period of 
time generally lower a consumer’s credit 
score)

So why is a credit score so important?

Credit scores are so significant because 
they can cost or save consumers a 
substantial amount of money. Consumers 
with poor scores, which are generally 
considered scores between 300 and 669, 
may not be eligible for auto or mortgage 
loans and may only be able to secure 
credit cards with high interest rates. 
By contrast, consumers with scores 
considered very good to excellent (740 
and above) generally get more favorable 
interest rates on sizable purchases like 
cars and homes, which can save borrowers 
tens of thousands of dollars over their 
lifetimes.

managing credit is a vital component of 
financial planning. Knowing the basics to 
consumer credit can set individuals on a 
sound financial path.  

The basics of 
consumer 

credit

We Cancel Timeshares for You
Many people believe their timeshares cannot be canceled, but they 
often can be. Our founder and CEO, Chuck McDowell, has successfully 
fought in federal court for the right to help timeshare owners — like 
you — out of their “binding” agreements. Whether you were misled or 
pressured, you may have an easy exit. 

           How Does the Cancellation Process Work?

We are able to help most timeshare owners that contact us. You could be 
one phone call away from complete peace of mind. 

Get your free information kit and see if you qualify:

one phone call away from complete peace of mind. 

Get your free information kit and see if you qualify:

866-434-0252

• Start with a FREE consultation to discuss your needs. 

• If we see that the circumstances of your agreement qualify you
    to exit the timeshare, you’ll be assigned a specialist to walk   
    you through gathering documentation. 

• Our Resolution Department then works quickly to have your   
    timeshare and related fees permanently terminated. 

RhodyBeat.com
What is...

It’s Rhode Island’s local website edited by readers like you!

It’s your opinion.                                                    It’s your voice.
It’s your website.

Independence. 
Earned.
Not Given.

Enroll in a digital-focused Embark Account  

with as little as $10 and enjoy:

· NO FEES*

· Mobile Deposits & Alerts

· Card Controls

· Money Management

Banking designed  
for the self-made teen.

*Fees may apply to out-of-network ATMs. Primary members 13-17 years old require a parent or guardian as a joint 
owner on the account. When the primary member turns 22 years old, the account will automatically switch to a 
Journey Rewards Checking account or an equivalent account type offered at that time. Bill Payment, Pop Money and 
EFT only available for members 18 years of age and older. This account will not be eligible for overdraft privilege. 
There are no Insufficient Funds (Returned or Paid), or Uncollected Funds fees. Federally Insured by NCUA.

Learn more at NavigantCU.org or by calling 401-233-4700
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PROUDLY SERVING THE COMMUNITY SINCE 1970

Vincent S. Podmaska
Agent, Vincent S. Podmaska Insurance Agency

vinny@grahaminsuranceinc.com

1465 Atwood Avenue • Johnston, RI 02919
Tel: 401-273-8700 • Fax: 401-273-0477

Place Your Ad Today — ONLY 
$1650

 PER WEEK
(10-week commitment. 3.42”x2” ad. FREE COLOR WHEN AVAILABLE)

PROPANE FILLING STATION

904 Manton Ave. • Providence (IN FRONT OF STOP & SHOP)
Phil.Johnston32@gmail.com  •  www.jfcpropane.com

621-8129 Call Phil
• Open 7 days a week
• Open all year
• English & Spanish

ALL
PROPANE

TANKS
FILLED
HERE

Be Safe –GRILL!

401-623-6106
bmlandscapingcoinc@verizon.net

Family Owned & Operated Since 2001 • Fully Licensed & Insured

Spring Cleanups • Lawn Mowing
Landscape Design • Shrub Trimming

Seed & Sod Installations • Mulch Installations
Fall Leaf Cleanups • Snow Plowing Services

New Landscape Installations

Aluminum & Vinyl Products
Sales • Installation • Repairs • Replacements

• Replacement Windows & Doors
• Storm Windows & Doors
• Custom Screens
• Screen Enclosures - Patio Covers
• Retractable Awnings

401-490-5333
John L. DiPanni Inc.  Cell 401-556-6253

3 Southern View Drive, Narragansett, RI 02882  fax: 401-782-8213
www.johndipanni.com

Insured:
Reg RI 5368

• Asphalt Shingles
• Rubber & TPO
• Standing Seam Metal
• Metal Shingles

“Hire the BEST, because you live under that roof!”

Since 1950

401-789-4500 • TOLL FREE 866-906-ROOF (7663)
www.johntherooferco.com

RI-HIC #258 • RI-COMM #44r • MA-HIC #MA11318 • MA-CSL #97139

JO

HN THE ROOFER CO.

Daycare
Grooming
Training

Self Wash/Dog Wash

401.423.4915
1309 Plainfi eld St., Johnston, RI
caninecountryclubri@gmail.com
www.caninecountryclubri.com

Download
Our App

�

Junk Removal • Construction Demolition
RESIDENTIAL/COMMERCIAL

URBAN DISPOSAL

401-298-3588
Call for Dumpster Sizing and Availability

Concrete repair Specialists

401 516-3641
www.DivConServices.com

Quality Work - Reasonably Priced
Licensed and Insured

Reg. #9386       

• Steps • Walks 
• Patios • Walls
• Foundation Repairs
• Bulkhead Repairs 
  & Replacement
• Egress Windows

Denise’s
Cleaning Service

Specializing in 
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL CLEANING
Providing a  Professional & Personalized 

Cleaning Service

WEEKLY | BI-WEEKLY MONTHLY

401.428.8164
Free Quote

Full Car 
Detail 

$150
Full SUV 
Detail 

$200

DETAILS MATTER
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR CAR DETAILING

Mobile Services Available

Call Lanse 401-855-8088
DetailsMatterMost@gmail.com

Mention This Ad For $500 OFF Exterior Painting Jobs ($2500 & Over)

Nardone Painting Co.
INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR WORK

Roofi ng, Siding and Windows
NOW OFFERING: Carpentry,

Kitchen & Bath Remodeling & Hardwood Floors
Over 40 Years Experience — Quality Work

LICENSED & INSURED

401-943-1675
Luciano Nardone                       27 Tweed Street, Cranston

SCAN NOW 
FOR AN 
INSTANT 
QUOTE

SOFT WASHING SERVICES
HOUSE WASH - ROOF WASH - DECK WASH - PATIO WASH - FENCE WASH

Licensed & Insured • Gift Certifi cates Available

ADDITIONAL CLEANING SERVICES
• Solar Panels • Gutters •

FREE ESTIMATES
401-595-0726

www.PowerWashJM.com

Father’s
Day

10% OFF
POOL

APRONS
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