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JOHNSTON

By RORY SCHULER

When the mayor fights the governor, 
who wins? Probably not Johnston’s tax-
payers.

Hostilities have been building be-
tween Johnston Mayor Joseph M. 
Polisena Jr., who has been in office for 
fewer than 10 months, and Rhode Is-
land Gov. Dan McKee.

When Polisena’s father was mayor, 
McKee made frequent trips to Johnston 
for ribbon-cuttings and major an-
nouncements. Joseph M. Polisena sat 
next to McKee in the Johnston High 
auditorium as the plans for the giant 
Amazon on the hill were first revealed 
to the public.

They were buddies for years, since 
McKee himself was a small town may-
or.

But suddenly, the relationship crum-
bled in public, around the same time 
Polisena Jr., an attorney, left his job at 
the State House (inside sources tell dif-
ferent, competing tales of the new may-
or’s severance from the job; Polisena Jr. 
says on the record that he left the post to 
focus on his private law practice, and 
eventual run for mayor to succeed his 
father).

Last month, Polisena Jr. refused to sign 
on to McKee’s Learn365 plan, arguing 
that the government spending program 
could lock the town into unforeseen ex-
penses down the road. According to the 
governor’s office, Johnston tops a short 
list of just four Ocean State municipali-
ties — which also includes Exeter, West 
Greenwich and Tiverton — who have not 
signed the pledge.

The Mayor vs. The Governor
How can the taxpayers of 
Johnston possibly win?

HAPPIER TIMES: Former Johnston Mayor Joseph Polisena Sr. and his son Joseph 
M. Polisena Jr. posed with then-Lt. Gov. Dan McKee at the younger Polisena’s first 
political fundraiser in 2019. McKee went on to become Rhode Island’s governor and 
Polisena succeeded his father as mayor. A fissure seems to have formed between 
the pair of former political allies and “family friends.” (Sun Rise file photo)FEUD - PAGE 5■

CRAVING 
SUNSHINE: 
At right, the 
agenda rack 
was picked 
clean at the 
meeting. For a 
while, it was 
standing room 
only at the 
Senior Center. 
(Sun Rise 
photo by Rory 
Schuler)

By RORY SCHULER

State zoning laws define a structure. Do solar 
panels qualify? How about more than 46,000 
solar panels?

Solar field developers pitching an industrial 
solar farm to cover approximately 160 acres of 
mostly forested land in a residentially zoned 

Johnston neighborhood argue their solar pan-
els don’t fit the definition of a structure.

According to the Rhode Island zoning laws, 
a “structure” is defined as “a combination of 
materials to form a construction for use, occu-
pancy, or ornamentation, whether installed on, 
above, or below the surface of land or water.”

When a structure’s not a structure
Editor’s Note: This is 
the second installment of 
a series looking at the 
newest iteration of the 
proposed Winsor Avenue 
solar farm. Look for part 
three in next week’s  
edition. The series is  
expected to conclude  
following the Nov. 2 con-
tinuation of the Zoning 
Board special use permit 
hearing.

Solar company argues nearly 50,000 solar 
panels aren’t legally considered ‘structures’

SOLAR - PAGE 6■

He’s Johnston’s Columbus now
By RORY SCHULER

Johnston resident and Italian-
American Raena Calisi stood at 
the juncture of the tiny bridge 
and the small island in the cen-
ter of the pond in War Memorial 
Park.

“He was an explorer!” She 
yelled, her voice matching her 
opponent’s.

A few feet away, protester and 
fellow Italian-American Joseph 
Gizzarelli of Providence chant-
ed, “Murder! Genocide! Is this 
Italian pride?”

Calisi shouted back. “He was 
an explorer!”

“Murderer!” Gizzarelli 
screamed his reply.

“Explorer!”
“Murderer!”
“Explorer!”
“Rapist!” Gizzarelli’s younger 

sister Sarah, the event’s only 
other protester, added her voice. 
“You’re bringing your children 
to celebrate a rapist and a mur-
derer!” 

STATUE - PAGE 8■

PIKACHU PEEK: Youngsters 
climbed onto shoulders for a 
glimpse of Johnston’s new 
Christopher Columbus statue.  
More photos inside. (Sun Rise 
photo by Rory Schuler)
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1. Property taxes, homeowners’ insurance, and home maintenance required. The home must be your primary residence. 
2. Consult a fi nancial advisor and appropriate government agencies for any e� ect on taxes or government benefi ts.
Branch O�  ce: 1 International Blvd, Suite 900 Mahwah, NJ 07495. NMLS #957935. Licensed by Rhode Island Third Party 
Loan Servicer License 20193879LS, Rhode Island Lender License 20153084LL, MA Debt Collector License DC957935, 
Mortgage Lender License, with reverse mortgage authority ML 957935.

Rewriting the 
Rules of
Retirement
Retirement comes with more time for 
the things you love. A reverse mortgage
can help you fund them.

Pay o�  your existing mortgage to 
eliminate monthly payments 1

Get additional income tax-free cash 
to use for what matters most 2

Continue to own your home just like a
traditional mortgage

NMLS #595725

Contact Carol Miller, your local
Reverse Mortgage Specialist.

(401) 406-1247  (Cell)
carol.miller@longbridge-fi nancial.com

Mutual HVAC 
Service & Installation

HEATING  SPECIALISTS!
• Heating • Heat Pumps • Roof Top Systems

Generator Installations
Complete Electrical Services
• Service Contracts Available •

We Provide Complete Air Conditioning,
Gas Heating and Heat Pump

RESIDENTIAL COMMERCIAL
Service & Installation

Keeping you comfortable 
since 1934!

WE
CONVERT

OIL TO
GAS

All our technicians are drug tested, must pass a thorough motor vehicle check & are fully bonded

Want Comfort?

The Feeling is “Mutual!” A Full In-House Design, 
Installation & Service Company

RI Reg. #1561

Call

401-351-3900

By RICHARD J. DELFINO JR.
Special to the Sun Rise

The Johnston Senior Center Spotlite this week shines on a father and 
son, Richard Giusti Sr. and Richard Giusti Jr., who both answered the 
call to serve.

When he was in his early 20s, Richard Sr. joined the Army in service 
of his country, following the call of duty and patriotism. After his time 

in the military, he forged a career as a mason, showcasing his skills throughout 
the state.

He and his wife were married for over 65 years, a testament to their unwaver-
ing commitment to each other, where he established a strong work ethic and 
many meaningful and long relationships. Later in life, he faced his most chal-
lenging experience, the loss of his life partner. The loss was heartbreaking and he 
was in need of a means to cope.

His son, Richard Jr., who also serves our community by way of the Johnston 
Fire Department, a well respected public servant, who like all our first respond-
ers , we owe a debt of gratitude for their service, came to the center in hope he 
might find assistance by helping to “re-socialize” his father. That scenario is not 
unusual. So many caretakers, sons and daughters, struggle and feel the pain of 
their loved ones loss, and sometimes help or a “cure” seem so distant. 

Richard Jr. says the Johnston Senior Center has had “a profound impact on his 
fathers life.”

Here at the Johnston Senior Center, Richard Sr. has found solace among others 
who have experienced similar loss. He has made new friends, who help with the 
coping and provide invaluable support. 

According to his son, “the JSC has opened a new chapter in his father’s life, 
filled with new experience, laughter, and a sense of purpose. He now embraces 
each day with enthusiasm, and that spark of happiness has returned to his eyes.”

For those who work in a field such as this, there is no greater reward than to 
feel your efforts are so well appreciated, but more so to know our work can make 
life our neighbors’ lives just a little more tolerable. Although the loss for many is 
never re-gained fully, through coffee or lunch with new friends, a game of bocce, 
or a relaxing day trip, one can maybe find a little peace, and maybe the return of 
a sense of happiness.

Editor’s Note: Richard J. DelFino Jr. serves as Executive Director of the Johnston Se-
nior Center, at 1291 Hartford Ave., Johnston. The Johnston Sun Rise regularly pub-
lishes a senior profile, called “Senior Spotlite,” submitted by the senior center.

Senior ‘Spotlite’

Please help dad feel 
just a little bit better

Johnston Senior Center tells 
worried son ‘mission accepted’

IT RUNS IN THE FAMILY: Father and son, Richard Giusti Sr. and Richard Giusti 
Jr., both answered the call to serve. Sr. served in the U.S. Army and Jr. is a Johnston 
firefighter. The elder Giusti has found some solace and new friendships at the 
Johnston Senior Center. (Photo courtesy Richard J. DelFino Jr.)
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2023 JHS Homecoming

By PETE 
FONTAINE

Johnston High School’s 2023 
Homecoming will long be remem-
bered as one for the ages.

For example, the oldest participant 
in Saturday’s colorful Homecoming 
parade was Ida Acciardo, 96, who 
enjoyed riding in a golf cart driven 
by her son and JHS Head Football 
Coach Joe Acciardo.

The coach drove his cousin Gary 
Salzillo’s spiffy Northeast Auto Body 
golf cart along the entire route as he 
and his mighty mom were greeted by 
applauding parade-goers.

The youngest marchers represent-
ed upstart grid-iron mini pigskin 
warriors who play on various teams 
from the Johnston Youth Football 
Panthers who added super spirit to 
the parade and were accompanied by 
their dedicated volunteer coaches.

Of course, there were many proud 
town officials headed by Mayor Jo-
seph Polisena Jr., dozens of spirited 
JHS undergrads who were surround-
ed by four of the most impressive 
handmade student floats in recent 
memory, as well as the national 
award-winning Marching Panther 
Band under the direction of JHS Mu-

sic Chair Ron Lamoureux.
Sandwiched in between were near-

ly four dozen Herculean Heroes – 
a.k.a. JHS’ undefeated football Pan-
thers who made Mount Hope High’s 
Huskies from Warren and Bristol 
their fourth victim in as many Rhode 
Island Interscholastic League starts.

Likewise, the parade — which es-
caped the predicted rain washout — 
attracted one of the largest spectator 
galleries ever, including people of all 
ages who lined both sides of Atwood 
Avenue, as well as the entire route.

“Today seems extra special,” of-
fered Bob Deming, the popular su-
pervisor of the well-maintained Jo-
seph M. Polisena Stadium. “This is 
Panther Pride at its very best!”

The same held true for the four 
floats made by students in the Class-
es of 2024, 2025, 2026 and 2027, all of 
whose unlimited imagination and 
creativity and in some cases featured 
moving parts, such as a train wheel 
and Husky waving for help in a cage.

The grand champion float had a 
monopoly game theme titled “Pan-
thers Pass Go” and the Husky in jail 
and symbolized Mount Hope losing. 
The Panther rode toward the end 
zone on a train with a football in 
hand.

“Destroy all Hope” was the Class 
of 2024’s theme with the first section 
a backdrop of the visiting school with 
an excavator operated by a Panther, 
wrecking the school and dumping it 
in the trash. At the end zone, a Pan-
ther was jackhammering the goal 
post to make the Husky fall off.

The Class of 2025’s theme was “Ice 
Them Out” featuring an Arctic scene 
replete with a snowball and polar 
bear trying to tackle a Panther who 
was headed for a touchdown.

For the Class of 2027, the theme 
was “Wild West” with the Panther 
lassoing the Mount Hope Husky and 
the goal post was a cactus.

Although the annual Homecoming 
King and Queen Coronation was 
moved from halftime to pre-kickoff, 
there were countless cheers for this 
year’s top vote-getters, Panther foot-
ball standout King Steve Finnegan 
and Co-Queens Hanna Lavergne and 
Alesandra Pessare, who wound up in 
a tie.

In keeping with tradition, the John-
ston Police and Fire Departments 
added to the pageantry with the 
JPD’s classy color guard leading the 
parade, led by a cruiser, and the JFD’s 
red shiny apparatus completing the 
impressive line-up for 2023.

The Panthers came home and kicked some Husky tail
PANTHER ROYALTY: Although the annual Homecoming King and Queen Coronation was moved from halftime to pre-kickoff, there were countless cheers for this year’s 
top vote-getters, Panther football standout King Steve Finnegan and Co-Queens Hanna Lavergne and Alesandra Pessare, who wound up in a tie. (Courtesy photo)

PANTHER DANCER: The famous JHS mascot dis-
played unmatched spirit during Saturday’s Homecom-
ing Parade. Turn to pages 10 & 11 for more Home-
coming photos. (Sun Rise photo by Pete Fontaine)
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By PETE 
FONTAINE

I
t’s an unmatched 
and unique tradi-
tion as well as an 
excellent exam-
ple of communi-
ty spirit and sup-
port at the high-
est level.

It happened late Satur-
day morning inside the 
spacious and nearly full 
Johnston High School caf-
eteria where the Johnston 
Lions Club hosted and 
served nearly 250 people 
during the annual Home-
coming Alumni Breakfast.

Perhaps the most amaz-
ing thing is that the John-
ston Lions Club is small in 
numbers — it has less than 
a dozen members — yet 
the long-serving group has 
been sponsoring the alum-
ni breakfast for the past 15 
years.

“As the old adage goes, 
‘Time flies’,” said Joseph 
Swift, 80, King Lion and 
longtime JLC president. 
“We really enjoy doing 
this breakfast; our mem-
bers and their wives have 
always enjoyed doing 
this.”

A total of nine people 
— including “Big Al” Sav-
age who is 90 years old — 
prepared food and then 
served people of all ages 
as well as students during 
what many people called 
“a big Johnston alumni 
homecoming reunion.”

Once the colorful and 
classic Homecoming Pa-
rade was over, people 
started filing into the JHS 
cafeteria for the “Rite of 
October” and went 
through the line and were 
served by Swift, Savage, 
Joe and Carol Sabetta, 
Wendy and Paul Buono, 
Carol and Councilman 
Robert Civetti and his 
brother David Civetti, who 
put together a menu that 
included scrambled eggs, 
hash browns, crispy strips 
of bacon, sausage, French 
toast with maple syrup, 
water, juice and of course 
coffee.

Saturday’s alumni 
breakfast drew rave re-
views from a host of peo-
ple who enjoyed what 
they called “some great 
food” and of course a 
chance to catch up with 
alumni they haven’t seen 
in a few years.

“This is just another ex-
ample of Panther Pride at 
its best,” several people 
said while reminiscing 
about their days at JHS 
and talking about the foot-
ball Homecoming Game 
vs. visiting Mount Hope 
High’s Huskies from War-
ren and Bristol that Coach 
Joe Acciardo’s undefeated 
team made their fourth 
victim of the 2023 season.

Pride of Lions serve breakfast with pride

SUPER SUPPORTERS, SPONSORS: Above, the nine people who prepared and served Saturday’s annual Johnston Lions Club Alumni 
Breakfast were from left: Joe Sabetta, Carol Sabetta, Wendy Buono, Paul Buono, Joe Swift, Al Savage, Carol Civetti, Robert Civetti and 
David Civetti. (Sun Rise photo by Pete Fontaine)

Advertise
today!

To place your ad, call

732-3100
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Brilliant Basement
Waterproofing, LLC
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       HIC. 0653192  • RI Lic. #43473
CALL US

401-541-5985 ��
 ­
­�
�

Answer to this 
week’s Puzzle:

storage containers for rent
Stationary at our Johnston location 

or mobile at your location 
for a monthly rental fee. 

call for our 
pricing & incentive

programs
for long term use.401.837.0048 or 401.626-8737

yard debris, 
junk removal and more!
10, 15, 20 & 30 yard containers placed at your location

call for pricing and availability.

Very competitiVe rates, fast, reliable courteous serVice

401.626.8737 or 401.837.0048

Goulin StoraGe

Johnston 
Sun Rise

DO YOU NEED 
A NEW ROOF?

If So, I Bet The Last Thing 
You Want To Do RIGHT NOW 
Is Spend $15,000-$25,000 

Or More On A New Roof!
Call the Roof Assistance Hotline at 401-954-9012 

to learn how you may qualify to replace your old roof 
for $5,000-$6,000 of your own personal funds, 

regardless of roof size.

This is not a loan or a grant so there is no application to fi ll out and no home appraisal 
required. Qualifying is strictly based on a free assessment of your current roof.

Who this program is for:
1. Homeowners with medium, large or extra-large roofs
2. This program is not based on fi nancial hardship. In fact, many homeowners that we 

assist are considered somewhat affl uent
3. Homeowners with a roof that is between 10-35 years old are ideal

Who this program is NOT for:
1. Homeowners with smaller than average roofs
2. Homeowners that have replaced sections of their roof over the years, piece by piece
3. Homeowners with roofs that are less than 10 years old
4. Homeowners that a have a roof in absolutely terrible condition that probably needed 

to be replaced many, many years ago

Call the Hotline at 

401-954-9012 
for your free roof assessment or go to 

www.roofassistancehotline.com
Reg#11374

Critics of the move ar-
gue Polisena Jr. left mil-
lions on the table that 
could have served John-
ston’s students. The John-
ston Republican Town 
Committee wrote a letter 
of support for the Demo-
cratic mayor’s decision.

And then, on Columbus 
Day, the young mayor 
fired a shot across McK-
ee’s bow, alleging the gov-
ernor attempted to or-
chestrate protests at the 
unveiling of War Memo-
rial Park’s new Christo-
pher Columbus statue 
(Providence’s old statue 
that was removed in 2020 
and eventually moved to 
a new home in Johnston).

The mayor claims McK-
ee urged “at least one 
group” to crash the event 
and protest. He hasn’t 
named a source.

“I’ve spoken with peo-
ple, even from outside of 
Johnston, who oppose the 
statue,” Polisena wrote 
via email Tuesday night, 
the day after the town’s 
Columbus celebration. 
“Throughout this process 
I’ve actually cultivated a 
good relationship with 
some of that opposition. 
At various times the dia-
logue shifted away from 
the disagreement we have 
on the statue to other 
things where we can find 
common ground on.”

Polisena Jr. contends 
that the statue opponents 
revealed nefarious plans 
by McKee, who the mayor 
also alleges did not re-
spond to an invitation to 
the statue unveiling.

“During these talks, it 
came to my attention the 
Governor’s office called at 
least one group about go-
ing to protest the statue,” 
Polisena explained. “I ex-
pressed maybe that’s the 
reason there were no state 
or federal officials at the 
unveiling to show their 
support for not just John-
ston, but Italian-Ameri-
cans in general. The only 
person who came that has 
a statewide presence is 
Helena Foulkes and she’s 
not even an elected offi-
cial.”

The list of dignitaries at 
the unveiling included 
emcee Gene Valicenti, 
NBC 10 news anchor and 
radio personality; former 
Providence Mayor Joseph 
Paolino (who bought the 
Columbus statue for 
$50,000 after it was re-
moved, stored it, and of-
fered it to Johnston); 
North Providence state 
Rep. Arthur J. Corvese (on 
behalf of House Speaker 
K. Joseph Shekarchi and 
the R.I. House of Repre-
sentatives), Dr. Patrick 
Conley, President of the 
Rhode Island Heritage 
Hall of Fame and Histori-
an Laureate of Rhode Is-
land; and George Lazzare-
schi, President of the 
Italo-American Club of 
Rhode Island.

Polisena Jr. spoke to 
podcaster and journalist 
Bill Bartholomew in the 
park and the interview 
was posted to social me-
dia.

“As you can see there 
are no state officials here,” 

Polisena Jr. told Bar-
tholomew. “What I am 
saying is I don’t hold 
those state officials ac-
countable, because they 
care about Johnston, they 
care about the Italian-
American community. I 
think that they may have 
been worried that there 
was going to be a mad 
protest here. As you saw, 
there were just a couple of 
people with signs.”

“So it’s a rumor?” Bar-
tholomew asked.

“That’s what I was 
told?” Replied Polisena Jr. 
“What I was told, by this 
individual …”

“Who’s the individu-
al?” Bartholomew inter-
rupted with a question. 
Polisena Jr. refused to an-
swer.

“I’m not going to burn 
his confidence.”

“Why not?” Bar-
tholomew asked.

“Because,” Polisena Jr. 
said. “He and I do not see 
eye to eye on a lot of 
things. And I’m not going 
to ruin the good relation-
ship that he and I culti-
vated. Because it speaks 
to that. We don’t’ agree. 
Live and let live.”

“Would you be pre-
pared to release your day 
book, or text messages or 
emails, or anything else 
that documents this?” 
Bartholomew followed 
up. 

“Ok,” interrupted 
Polisena Jr.’s assistant 
chief-of-staff Dominique 
Turner, a former ABC6 
news reporter. “We’re go-
ing to wrap this up now.”

Turner shut down the 
interview, but Bar-
tholomew and Polisena Jr. 
kept talking for a mo-
ment. 

“Submit any ARPA (Ac-
cess Public Records Act) 
request you like,” an-
swered the mayor.

“Thank you guys,” 
Turner said, over the 
questioning, attempting 
to stop the interview. 
“Thank you for coming.”

The strained relation-
ship has been clearly visi-
ble since the mayor’s in-
auguration in January, 
when McKee’s primary 
opponent, Foulkes, at-
tended the ceremony and 
was seated on the stage. 
McKee did not attend.

McKee narrowly de-
feated Foulkes in last 
year’s Democratic Prima-
ry for the governor’s race. 
Polisena also added Foul-
kes, who is not a Johnston 
resident, to the Johnston 
School Building Commit-
tee (while running for 
governor she listed Nar-
ragansett as her perma-
nent residence).

“The relationship seems 
so strained because I 
speak my mind and he’s 
incredibly thin-skinned,” 
Polisena Jr. wrote to the 
Sun Rise on Tuesday eve-
ning. “This is the same 
guy whose first words to 
his opponent when she 
called to concede was 
‘hang up on them.’”

On Primary Election 
night, McKee brashly re-
fused to take a phone call 
from Foulkes who was 
conceding the race. Many 
saw the move as, at worst, 
misogynistic, and at best, 
rude.

“He’s the same guy 
whose office moved At-
torney General Neronha’s 

elderly parents out of the 
front row of an inaugura-
tion, presumably because 
the Attorney General is 
publicly critical of him as 
well,” Polisena continued. 
“He’s the same guy who 
fired his opponent’s fa-
ther from the RI Conven-
tion Center board after 
he’d been there for over 
20 years, which means 
through multiple admin-
istrations, both Republi-
can and Democratic. All 
examples that don’t even 
have to do with me or 
Johnston that show a pat-
tern of really sad behavior 
that’s unbecoming of a 
governor.”

Each example has been 
previously reported on by 
various Rhode Island me-
dia outlets. Foulkes’ fa-
ther, then-R.I. Convention 
Center Authority Chair-
man Bernard “Bernie” Bu-
onanno Jr. told WPRI 12 
that he “retired after the 
governor asked for his de-
parture through an inter-
mediary.”

The Sun Rise asked 
Polisena if he worries his 
feud with McKee could 
adversely affect the con-
stituents of both men — 
the taxpayers of Johnston.

“I don’t anticipate it af-
fecting Johnston residents 
because at the end of the 
day, he’s just one man and 
the checks and balances 
we have in government 
prevent that,” Polisena Jr. 
argues. “I maintain a good 
relationship with other 
state and federal leaders 
as well as the General As-
sembly.”

Recently, the state has 
been the boogeyman in 
several important John-
ston stories. Flooding on 
Atwood Avenue — Polise-
na argues the state has 
failed to act. The closed 
Greystone Bridge be-
tween Johnston and North 
Providence— Polisena 
blames the state Depart-
ment of Transportation. 

“Sure, if there’s ever 
something Johnston needs 
that he is in sole decision 
of, I’ll anticipate we’ll be 
at the back of the line due 
to his pettiness, but we’ll 
still thrive,” Polisena Jr. 
threw a jab. “We have 
great local elected officials 
here in Johnston from the 
town council to school 
committee and in the 
General Assembly as well. 
And at the end of the day, 
the majority of Johnston 
voted for Ashley Kalus 
(the Republican nominee 
for governor).”

While Polisena Jr. won 
nearly three-quarters of 
the vote when he was 
elected mayor last year, a 
slight majority of voters 
went for Republicans in 
local and statewide races. 
While historically Demo-
cratic, Johnston leans 
right on most issues, from 
Columbus to abortion.

“I would be in conflict 
with the people I repre-
sent if I started engaging 
in these progressive poli-
cies you see the Governor 
championing like legal 
use drug facilities, also re-
ferred to as safe injection 
sites, which the council 
banned here in Johnston 
with a unanimous resolu-
tion,” the mayor con-
tends. “I think it’s safe to 
say you won’t see him 
here in Johnston until he 
comes around asking for 

votes in three years. And 
even then he may say to 
hell with Johnston any-
way, just like he is now.”

The Johnston Sun Rise 
provided Polisena Jr.’s full 
statements to McKee’s 
communications team. 

McKee’s Press Secretary 
Olivia DaRocha respond-
ed late Tuesday night.

“The mayor is using 
false statements to get me-
dia attention,” DaRocha 
said in a written state-
ment. “It’s clear he is still 
trying to litigate the cam-
paigns of those who ran 
against the Governor and 
lost. This is pure politics. 
Our focus remains on do-
ing the work for the peo-
ple of Johnston and the 
State of Rhode Island. 
We’re not going to spend 
any more time respond-
ing to a bizarre political 
tirade. There’s more im-
portant work to do.”

Following news of the 
latest row between Polise-
na Jr. and Mckee, WPRI 12 
Politics/Business Editor 
and Investigative Report-
er Ted Nesi, posted the 
following online, in re-
sponse to Bartholomew’s 
video.

“The rift between the 
Poisenas and McKee is re-
ally something,” Nesi 
wrote.

■ Feud
(Continued from page 1)
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be kind
anyway.

cherry hill manor nursing & rehabilitation center
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CLUES ACROSS
   1.  Information
   5.  Seaport (abbr.)
   8.  Agricultural disease (abbr.)
 11.  Riding horses
 13.  Boxing’s GOAT
 14.  Hurt or discomfort
 15.  A small sharp knife to trim 

vegetables
 16.  A beaver builds one
 17.  Horizontal passage into a mine
 18.  Self-immolation by fire rituals
 20.  Chain bar with lots of games 

(abbr.)
 21.  Goo Goo Dolls’ hit
 22.  Agreeable
 25.  In an early way
 30.  In a way, struck
 31.  It’s there in the morning
 32.  County in the S. Pacific
 33.  Central Florida city
 38.  Numbers cruncher
 41.  Mexican beers
 43.  Lawyers say you can indict one
 45.  Capital of South Australia
 47.  Wings
 49.  Drug used to treat HIV/AIDS

 50.  Fencing sword
 55.  Capital of Qatar
 56.  Portable bed
 57.  Afflicted
 59.  Lying down
 60.  Midway between northeast and 

east
 61.  Spiritual leader of a Jewish 

congregation
 62.  Inflamed
 63.  Soviet Socialist Republic
 64.  Impudence

CLUES DOWN
   1.  A way to fish
   2.  Greek mythological figure
   3.  Scarlett’s home
   4.  Assist
   5.  More doleful
   6.  Premeditated
   7.  Dish featuring minced food
   8.  San Diego ballplayer
   9.  Eight
 10.  Unwelcome picnic guests
 12.  Human gene
 14.  Bucket
 19.  Make full

 23.  Dirt
 24.  Person cited as ideal example
 25.  A part of (abbr.)
 26.  The 17th letter of the Greek 

alphabet
 27.  Very long period of time
 28.  Gas usage measurement
 29.  North American native people
 34.  It says “moo”
 35.  Folk singer Di Franco
 36.  Resinlike substance of certain 

insects
 37.  Residue
 39.  Grand homes
 40.  Popinjays
 41.  Man who behaves dishonorably
 42.  Figures
 44.  One who watches over children
 45.  Expressed pleasure
 46.  No longer living
 47.  Hebrew calendar month
 48.  Part of the ear
 51.  Swiss river
 52.  Prejudice
 53.  Italian Island
 54.  Resist authority (slang)
 58.  Criticize

And Johnston’s town 
zoning laws clearly de-
fine a “building.”

During a public hear-
ing on Sept. 28, Stop 
Johnston Solar Attorney 
Matt Landry read an ex-
cerpt directly from the 
Johnston Zoning Ordi-
nance. 

“A ‘building’ is defined 
as any structure used or 
intended for supporting 
or sheltering any use or 
occupants,” Landry 
asked Joseph D. Lombar-
do, president of JDL En-
terprises, a witness for 
Cranston-based Green 
Development, the com-
pany requesting a special 
use permit from the John-
ston Zoning Board. 
“Would you agree with 
that?” 

“Without looking at it, I 
can’t agree with it … But 
I’ll take your word for it,” 
Lombardo replied.

“And the definition of 
a building … refers to a 

structure?” Landry con-
tinued his line of ques-
tioning, pushing hard for 
a straight answer.

Green tried to build a 
slightly larger version of 
the proposed solar proj-
ect but lost their bid be-
fore the town zoning of-
ficials in April 2022. 
They’re back before the 
board with a plan they 
argue is much smaller 
than their previous pitch.

The developer argues 
their fresh 19MW propos-
al (reduced by  5 MW 
from their previous 
24MW proposal) is a 
“20% reduction in overall 
panel surface area.” 

Landry, however, ar-
gues the project’s total 
site coverage — the pro-
posed site, zoned for resi-
dential use, contains agri-
cultural fields, a historic 
farmstead, a Rhode Is-
land Historical Cemetery 
and isolated pockets of 
wetland — will actually 
be closer to a mere 5% 
reduction in project scope 
from the rejected applica-
tion.

Around 160 forested 
acres have been targeted 
by Green Development 
for clear-cutting and the 
eventual installation of 
nearly 50,000 solar panels 
at 118 Winsor Ave. (AP 
59, Lot 15) in northwest 
Johnston, about a half-
mile from the Smithfield 
and Scituate town bor-
ders. The company pre-
sented several witnesses 
at the first half of the 
Sept. 28 public hearing 
(the hearing is expected 
to continue and conclude 
on Nov. 2), held in the 
Johnston Senior Center 
before a near-capacity 
crowd. 

Structured Argument
“Do you know what 

the definition of a struc-
ture is under the state 
(Zoning) Enabling Act?” 
Landry asked Lombardo. 

“I do not,” Lombardo 
answered.

“Would you agree that 
there are several compo-
nents that comprise or 
make up this solar facili-
ty?” Landry asked.

“Yes, that’s been de-
scribed to us,” Lombardo 
replied.

“Fencing, racking sys-
tem, panels, things of that 
nature … and the whole 
point of bringing all those 
materials together is to 
create a solar facility,” 
Landry stated.

“Absolutely,” Lombar-
do shot back.

“I’m going to read to 
you what the Johnston 
Zoning Ordinance’s defi-
nition of a structure is — 
that’s also in line with 
what the Enabling Act 
is,” Landry told the wit-
ness. “It’s a combination 
of materials to form a 
construction for a use. Is 
it your testimony that 
this project does not sat-
isfy the definition of a 
structure?”

Lombardo paused. He 
spoke slowly and care-
fully.

“I would say, that it 
doesn’t meet it in a typi-
cal sense that that ordi-
nance is referring to … 
The state has determined 
that is not a structure,” 
Lombardo tried to ex-
plain. “I’m fully familiar 
with that but it doesn’t 
apply in this case … how 
they’re aligned on the site 
and what it’s actually do-
ing. This is related to cov-
erage of the site of imper-
vious and those are not 
considered impervious.”

“In your opinion?” 
Landry asked.

“In my opinion,” Lom-
bardo answered. 

“Did you put that in 
your report?” the attor-
ney queried. 

“I testified to it, but I 
didn’t put it in my re-
port,” Lombardo said. 

Houses or Solar?
The construction of so-

lar fields in residentially 
zoned Johnston neigh-
borhoods has its propo-
nents and fierce oppo-
nents.

Johnston Mayor Joseph 
M. Polisena Jr. argues so-
lar fields are far less tax-
ing on town coffers than 
residential development 
— houses packed with 
new residents require 
public services like po-
lice, fire, schools and 
freshly paved roads. 

The opponents are 
mostly neighbors to the 
project and residents in 
other mostly rural John-
ston neighborhoods 
where similar solar proj-
ects could be constructed 
if Green Development 
wins its bid. 

The houses versus so-
lar farm argument con-
tains solid points on both 
sides. For a short while, 
Landry and Lombardo 
discussed the difference 
between the proposed so-
lar farm and sample 
plans drawn up to con-
sider a housing subdivi-
sion on the land instead.

“Would you agree that 
that max building cover-
age would apply to a resi-
dential build?” Landry 
asked Lombardo. 

“It would apply to each 
individual lot owner; not 
as the entire subdivi-
sion,” Lombardo an-
swered. 

“Respectfully, if we’re 
to accept your definition 
of lot coverage, the appli-
cant could go up to as 
much as 100 percent lot 
coverage?” Landry asked.

Lombardo disagreed.
“They’re not coverage, 

they’re not impervious,” 
he argued. “I think they 
can cover as much of the 
property as they want.”

“So it’s really unlimit-
ed?” Landry continued 
his questioning. 

“There’s no percentage 
that I’m aware of,” Lom-
bardo replied.

Carte Blanche
Zoning laws restrict 

residential lot owners, al-
lowing them to only cov-
er 15 percent of any resi-
dential property with 

structures.
“So is it your testimony 

that a use that has no lot 
coverage restrictions is 
less intrusive than a de-
velopment that would be 
restricted to 15 percent?” 
Landry asked Lombardo.

“I don’t think we’re 
comparing the same 
thing,” Lombardo an-
swered. “To be honest 
with you.”

An angry man in the 
crowd shouted at the top 
of his lungs: “STRUC-
TURE IS STRUCTURE!”

“If you built that 63-lot 
subdivision, you could 
cut every single tree 
down on every single lot 
and there would be more 
of that site without trees 
on it than this will be,” 
Lombardo contended. 

“But it would be limit-
ed to 15 percent?” Landry 
asked. 

Lombardo replied sim-
ply: “No.”

“Well that’s what the 
ordinance says,” Landry 
argued.

“No, no that says you 
can’t put … you can’t 
cover the entire lot with a 
building,” Lombardo tes-
tified. “It doesn’t say you 
can’t clear it.”

“I understand that,” 
Landry explained. “If 
you have a residential 
subdivision … the entire-
ty of that subdivision 
would be limited to 15 
percent building cover-
age. Would it not?”

“No, each individual 
lot would be limited to 15 
percent building cover-
age,” Lombardo said.

“But it’s still your testi-
mony that a use that has 
unlimited lot coverage is 
less intrusive than a resi-
dential use?” Landry 
asked.

“It’s not unlimited lot 
coverage,” Lombardo 
said. “It’s unlimited abil-
ity to put solar panels, 
which do not meet build-
ing coverage. They are 
not impervious.”

“But it’s your testimo-
ny that … a solar devel-
opment could (construct) 
a 100 percent lot coverage 
on this property?” Landry 
asked, wrapping up his 
cross-examination.

“Well, there’s setbacks 
from the property line, 
there’s wetland setbacks 
and a number of other 
things,” Lombardo quali-
fied. “Any land that’s us-
able, that’s not too steep 
or not regulated by wet-
lands they can put solar 
panels on all of that.”

“So just to recap your 
testimony,” Landry con-
cluded. “This solar facili-
ty does not satisfy the 
definition of a structure?”

“I don’t think it does,” 
Lombardo said.

“That’s your personal 
opinion?” Asked Landry. 

Lombardo  offered his 
final answer: “It is.”

Editor’s Note: Look for 
Part 3 next week, when the 
Johnston Sun Rise looks at 
the town’s illicitly outdated 
Comprehensive Plan.

■ Solar
(Continued from page 1)

Say you saw it in the Sun Rise
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JOHNSTON

By DR. HOLLY SCHIFF
Special to 

the Sun Rise

Most of us are mind full 
every day, lost in our 
thoughts and worrying 
about the future; but what 
if we decided to be more 
mindful? Mindfulness im-
proves your mental 
health, but what is it? 
Mindfulness is paying at-
tention on purpose, in the 
present moment, non-
judgmentally. You are lis-
tening to and watching 
what naturally exists, fo-
cusing on the here and 
now; while intentionally 
increasing awareness of 
experience. You are also 
curious and objective 
about the experience and 
pay attention to what is 
unfolding moment to mo-
ment.

Mindfulness forces you 
to slow down, do one 
thing at a time, and notice 
all the nuances of move-
ment. Try to use all your 
senses to really feel what 
it is that you’re doing in-
stead of multi-tasking and 
losing the experience of 
the present moment. For 
example, you can mind-
fully eat, fold laundry, or 
brush your teeth. This re-
trains our mind to settle 

into the present moment. 
With mindfulness med-

itation, we pay attention 
to our thoughts as they 
pass through our mind. 
We do not judge them or 
become involved with 
them. You simply observe 
your thoughts as they 
come in and out. This can 
be easily practiced alone, 
and it combines concen-
tration with awareness. 
You can also use a script 
or a guided meditation 
audio to help you focus 
on an object or your 
breath while you are ob-
serving bodily sensations, 
thoughts and feelings. 
The most popular posi-
tion to use while meditat-
ing is sitting since this 
provides a balance of fo-
cus and relaxation. Other 
positions are standing, ly-
ing down or walking. 
Meditating while walking 
is a way to bring a relaxed 
focus to the everyday ac-
tivity of walking. You will 
feel the difference when 
you are actually paying 
attention to what is going 
on around you while tak-
ing a walk, rather than 
focusing on all the 
thoughts swirling around 
in your mind. Mindfully 
walk at a comfortable 
pace while focusing your 
attention on the environ-
ment around you and 
how your  body feels as 
you are moving. The out-
doors is also the perfect 
environment for this since 
the vast beauty of our 
world offers so many op-
portunities to be present 
and mindful.

Some benefits of mind-
fulness meditation are 
that it reduces stress and 
pain, helps alleviate and 
decrease anxiety, and it 

enhances one’s self-
awareness and ability to 
be mindful in the mo-
ment. The best part? You 
can access meditation 
anywhere – there are so 
many different forms, 
most of which don’t re-
quire any specialized 
equipment or space, and 
you can practice medita-
tion with just a few min-
utes daily. It is simple, ac-
cessible and completely 
free.

When first starting 
mindfulness, you might 
have a hard time and may 
even get frustrated. It is 
something that takes a lit-
tle bit of time and prac-
tice, but with consistency, 
you will start to feel the 
beneficial effects. It is like 
learning another lan-
guage, so keep reminding 
yourself that it requires 
practice. Keep doing it 
and results will accrue!

Editor’s Notes: Dr.  
Holly Schiff is a clinical psy-
chologist licensed in Con-
necticut, New York, and 
Rhode Island. She is a native 
New Yorker who now resides 
in Connecticut. She was 
awarded a Doctorate of Psy-
chology in School and Com-
munity Psychology from 
Hofstra University. She 
earned her Bachelor’s degree 
from Fordham University, 
majoring in Psychology with 
a minor in Sociology and 
Pre-Law advisory. While 
completing her undergradu-
ate education, Dr. Schiff was 
accepted as a member of Psi 
Chi, the international honor 
society in psychology. She 
went on to complete a Mas-
ter of Arts in Psychology in 
Education degree from Co-
lumbia University, as well 
as a Master of Science in 

School-Community Psychol-
ogy, and an Advanced Cer-
tificate in School-Communi-
ty Psychology from Hofstra 
University.

Her broad range of clinical 
experience encompasses psy-
chotherapy in schools, out-
patient clinics, and inpatient 
psychiatric hospitals. Dr. 
Schiff had the pleasure of 
learning in several presti-
gious settings in the North-
east including Silver Hill 
Hospital, New York-Presby-
terian Hospital, and Rock-
land Psychiatric Center. Dr. 
Schiff conducts individual 
therapy, family therapy, par-
ent guidance, and group 
therapy using Cognitive Be-
havioral Therapy, Dialecti-
cal Behavior Therapy, Trau-
ma-Focused CBT, Relational 
Psychotherapy and Positive 
Psychology. Leveraging her 
dance training, she encour-
ages the psychotherapeutic 
use of movement and dance 
to support mental health. 
Her expertise also includes 
administering and analyz-
ing neuropsychological eval-
uations and psychoeduca-
tional assessments. Dr. 
Schiff collaborates with vari-
ous treatment providers and 
schools as appropriate to of-
fer the most comprehensive 
treatment approach.

When Holly isn’t work-
ing, she likes to challenge 
herself with trivia, read true 
crime books, travel (usually 
to beachy destinations), and 
enjoy time with her family 
and cat, Bentley.

The Johnston Sun Rise 
regularly publishes guest 
opinions from doctors at 
South County Psychiatry, 
47 Danielson Pike, North 
Scituate. Questions? Call 
them at 401-268-5333.

Exploring‘ Mind Full’ vs. ‘Mindful’

As the saying goes, all good things must come to an 
end. Such appears to finally be the case with New Eng-
land’s most beloved and winningest team, the Patriots.

Yes, after two decades of being perennial champion-
ship contenders — despite whatever cobbled together 
roster of afterthoughts, scrap heap acquisitions and late 
round draft picks Bill Belichick assembled around Tom 
Brady throughout those many years — it seems the 
clock has finally struck midnight and turned this once 
titanic force of terror back into a proverbial pumpkin.

After this past Sunday’s most horrifying of stinkers 
(the worst home loss in franchise history, worse than 
anything even elder fans of the squad’s most lovable 
loser years can recall), it may be hard to find hope as the 
team transitions into a period of blight and sadness not 
seen since before Gillette Stadium replaced Foxboro.

However, there may be one unexpected, saving grace 
for local football fans, particularly the younger ones 
who realistically might not have a singular memory 
from before the Pats were the envy of the rest of the 
pigskin world.

Ironically enough, that saving grace could come from 
the last person who actually put in a performance wor-
thy of your hard-earned money at Gillette Stadium.

Yes, we’re talking about Taylor Swift.
Just hear us out.
Football is a sport in tremendous flux at the moment. 

As concerns over CTE and flag-happy referees upend 
the game that used to be all about refrigerator-sized 
humans trying to physically remove someone’s con-
sciousness from their body, it is time we recognize that 
reality and change the way we market the game to 
younger fans, who will become the torchbearers for it 
going into the future.

An arranged union, much like rulers of disparate 
kingdoms used to do in medieval times, between one of 
the game’s most recognizable and talented stars, and 
one of the most popular recording artists in modern 
history, could provide exactly the kind of renewed  
interest in the sport necessary to see it through its grow-
ing pains and emerge stronger on the other side.

Finally, dads who put on a smile and honorably pre-
tend to have fun while escorting their teenage daugh-
ters to a Taylor Swift concert at a stadium where they’d 
rather be watching football — and daughters who flee 
the living room every Sunday to avoid 10 hours of foot-
ball — can share a common interest. It’s good for foot-
ball, and it’s good for families.

Finally, teenagers who have never given watching 
football a chance can experience the immense talent 
and skill put on display each week (just not in New 
England at the moment, maybe invest in NFL Red 
Zone); even if it’s just to catch a glimpse of their be-
loved Tay Tay going crazy in a booth for a few seconds.

So to all the cynics who think that the growing rela-
tionship between Travis Kelce and Taylor Swift is noth-
ing more than some marketing gimmick, we say 
“Hush!” Just smile and enjoy the ride. And mark your 
calendars, because the Chiefs come to Gillette on  
Dec. 18.

At least Pats fans can have something to smile about 
this holiday season.

When worlds collide
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Uniformed Johnston Police officers 
faced the pair of protesters. The Co-
lumbus Day unveiling of Johnston’s 
new Christopher Columbus statue — 
Providence’s loss — was about to be-
gin.

Police peacefully backed the protest-
ers up, back over the bridge. There 
they stood, at the bottlenecked en-
trance to the tiny fully-occupied island. 
They continued their Columbus as-
sault, accusing each entrant to the is-
land of supporting genocide, their 
shouts and slogans rivaling the event 
speakers and interacting with every 
passerby possible.

The Gizzarelli siblings were loud. 
But the residents gathered in the park 
also knew how to yell. One-by-one 
challengers stepped up to the sign-
holding disruptors.

“You are not an Italian,” Alan Conca 
yelled back at the elder Gizzarelli. 
“You’re a communist!”

The word “communist” was a verbal 
hand grenade tossed at the pair of vo-
cal objectors by more than one passing 
Columbus celebrant. There were lots of 
references to “woke” ideology, former 
U.S. President Donald J. Trump, and 
war brewing in Israel. 

Food trucks packed the park. Access 
to Memorial Drive was backed up onto 
Hartford Avenue. By 10:45 a.m. Mon-
day, Johnston Police at the park ad-
vised new arrivals to park at the Nich-
olas A. Ferri Middle School.

Dose of History
Dr. Patrick T. Conley, Historian Lau-

reate of Rhode Island, addressed the 
crowd packed like sardines on the tiny 
dry patch of land.

“It is symbolic that Johnston has 
placed Columbus on a small island se-
curely surrounded by water,” Conley 
told the crowd. “On Oct. 12, 1492, this 
intrepid navigator made his first land-
ing on a small Bahamian Island, which 
he named San Salvador — or Holy 
Savior after Jesus — in gratitude for his 
small fleet’s safe journey across the 
Atlantic Ocean.”

The statue unveiled Monday in John-
ston was removed from its Providence 
pedestal in 2020 and locked away in 
storage.

The 130-year-old likeness of Colum-
bus was sculpted in the 1890s by the 
same French artist who sculpted the 
Statue of Liberty, Frédéric Auguste 
Bartholdi. The original artwork was 
crafted in sterling silver and eventually 
melted down. A bronze facsimile of the 
statue was cast and erected in Colum-
bus Park on Elmwood Avenue in Prov-
idence, where stood for more than a 
century, until it was removed in 2020.

Vandals and protesters frequented 
Columbus’s Providence home. As a 
wave of controversial monuments fell 
across the nation, the Ocean State’s 
capital city opted to uninstall the stat-
ue.

Former Providence Mayor Joseph R. 
Paolino Jr. bought it for $50,000 from 
the city and kept it in storage. He even-
tually offered it to Johnston, and earlier 
this year, newly inaugurated Johnston 
Mayor Joseph Polisena Jr. announced 
its new home in Memorial Park and the 
planned Columbus Day celebration.

Indigenous Vs. Italians
Long-running arguments over Co-

lumbus have been broiling in states 
like Rhode Island and Massachusetts, 
where progressive lawmakers and in-
digenous rights activists have recom-
mended replacing the Columbus Day 
holiday with an Indigenous People’s 
Day.

“History is history, and we cannot 
change the past,” said Johnston State 
Rep. Deb Fellela. “Nor should we try. 

We can only try to make things better 
for our communities we live in today. 
There is room to honor both days, Co-
lumbus Day and Indigenous People 
Day.”

Ocean State critics of the suggested 
holiday name change argue that the 
switch is divisive and pits Rhode Is-
landers of Italian ancestry versus sup-
porters of Native American causes and 
the continent’s indigenous descen-
dants.

“I have zero issue with people want-
ing to celebrate Indigenous People’s 
Day,” Polisena wrote via email recent-
ly. “My problem is the either/or men-
tality of people want to celebrate Indig-
enous People’s Day and do away with 
Columbus Day and references to Co-
lumbus.”

Polisena has promised taxpayers that 
security for the new statue won’t cost 
taxpayers a dime. Joseph Gizzarelli 
loudly declared security at the monu-
ment could cost the town $2 million 
annually. Polisena disagrees. 

A small fence has been constructed 
around the statue and a video feed ties 
directly to the Johnston Police Depart-
ment. Transport and installation of the 
statue has been donated to the town, 
according to Polisena. The police, how-
ever, do work for the taxpayers. Only 
time will tell if the monument’s a drain 
on public services.

“Columbus Day is a day of pride for 
Italian-Americans, just as Indigenous 
People’s Day should be prideful for 
Native Americans,” Polisena ex-
plained. “Second, I refuse to judge 
people who lived over half a millenni-
um ago based on modern day stan-
dards. Standards change over time.”

Polisena traveled through time citing 
other historical atrocities. 

“Societies, including Indigenous 
Americans, once enslaved one another, 
primarily those captured in battle,” 
Polisena said. “The Norse felt com-
pelled to raid and plunder. Children 
sometimes ruled kingdoms and em-
pires. People were executed in public. 
Young girls were married off, as chil-
dren, to adult men. All of these things 
are either abhorrent, immoral or just 
plain creepy in today’s society, yet they 
occurred hundreds to thousands of 
years ago, because society wasn’t 
evolved. Therefore, people in those 
time periods should not be judged by 
the standards of today.”

House Minority Leader State Rep. 
Mike Chippendale, who represents 
District 40 (Coventry, Foster, Gloces-
ter), said earlier this week that the citi-
zens have much bigger issues to tackle 
than the Columbus debate.

“I have been exercising much less 
concern about issues like this,” Chip-
pendale said. “Many of my constitu-
ents can’t pay their electric bills, medi-
cal bills, tuitions, afford to buy a house, 
or feel comfortable that their children 
will be educated in school — virtuous 
indignation over the name of a day is 
not something I have the time, energy 
nor inclination to invest in.”

More Italian than Most
Johnston takes its Italian-American 

history seriously. 
“My great grandfather, and name-

sake, Pasquale DeStasio, followed Co-
lumbus across the Atlantic in 1881 to 
settle in America,” Conley said from 
the lectern in the middle of the island, 
the Columbus statue at his back. “He 
chose the greater New Haven area 
where I was born. It ranks third, be-
hind Fairfield, New Jersey (50.3%) and 
Johnston, Rhode Island (49.5%) as the 
most Italian-American place in the 
United States.”

The current mayor’s father, former 
Mayor Joseph M. Polisena Sr., held his 
grandson following the ceremony.

“This is a great day for the town — a 
great day for the citizens of Johnston,” 
said the elder Polisena. “You can't get 
rid of history just because you don't 
like it.”

■ Statue
(Continued from page 1)

BACK IN TOWN: At right, former Johnston Mayor Joseph Polisena Sr. 
holds his grandson following the Columbus Day ceremony.  Look to 

Page 9 for more photos.(Sun Rise photo by Rory Schuler)

COLUMBUS SCHOLAR: Dr. Patrick T. Conley, Historian Laureate of Rhode Island 
and President of the Rhode Island Heritage Hall of Fame, addressed the overflow 
crowd. (Photo by Ron Cece)
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Obituaries

Obituaries
In your time of need, the Johnston Sun Rise will 
print your loved one’s full obituary for a small charge. 
The paper also places the obituary on our website, 
johnstonsunrise.net.
Should you desire our services, kindly inform your 
funeral director, or call (401) 732-3100 or email 
Obits@rhodybeat.com for additional information. 
Obituary prices start at $60. You may include the 
obituary in any of our other newspapers for half price.

 – Thank you

Edmond J. Duquette

Edmond J. 
Duquette, 84, of 
Johnston, RI, a 

retired businessman, died 
peacefully at home on Oc-
tober 3, his family by his 
side.

He was the beloved 
husband, best friend, and 
soulmate of Ethel Du-
quette; they had been 
married 56 years. He was 
born in New York City, 
the only son of Edmond V. 
and Geraldine (Schuler) Duquette. A graduate of BMC 
Durfee High School, he grew up in Fall River and then 
raised his family in Johnston.

Mr. Duquette was president of Duquette & Associates, 
Inc., a management consulting and executive search 
firm, until his retirement in 2002.

Earlier, he held senior management positions in hu-
man resources and labor relations in the financial ser-
vices and manufacturing industries, including the for-
mer Collyer Wire in Lincoln, RI. He was active in Toast-
masters International for many years and served as 
President of the

Rhode Island Chapter for two years in the early 70’s.
An Air Force veteran, he served from 1957 to 1961 in-

cluding three years in France and Germany, as a techni-
cian for NATO’s European communications system.

From 1981 to 2001 he was associated with Bryant Uni-
versity as an adjunct instructor, developing and conduct-
ing programs in employment and human resource man-
agement and was active in numerous human resource 
organizations.

The most prepared and organized man you could ever 
meet, Ed was funny, a creative thinker, and possessed a 
zest for life.  His favorite pastime was ballroom dancing 
with his wife. Dance brought him great purpose and joy, 
even in his later years when it required caution and some 
assistance.

He loved music, as well as classic movies, WWII his-
tory, the ocean (especially when viewing it from Block 
Island or Brenton Pt. Park in Newport), and dogs.

A lifelong learner, Ed strove to understand others 
through respectful conversations, reading, and news 
gathering. He was a good friend to others, and he valued 
his relationships—old and new. 

Besides his wife, Ed leaves devoted daughters, Lisa 
Duquette of New York, and Karen Duquette of Johnston, 
and grandson and namesake, Matthew Edmond, lov-
ingly known to his Pepe as “Goombie”.

His Funeral service were held on Friday, October 6th in 
the Anderson-Winfield Home at 6:30pm. Visitation was 
Friday, October 6th from 4pm - 6:30pm.  Burial was pri-
vate. In lieu of flowers donations in his memory may be 
made to the RISPCA.

TOWN DELEGATION: Johnston Mayor Joseph 
Polisena Jr. posed for a photo with the entire Johnston 
Town Council — members Robert J. Civetti, Linda L. 
Folcarelli, Lauren Garzone, Alfred T. Carnevale, and 
President Robert V. Russo. (Photo by Ron Cece)

STATUE UNVEILED: 
Above, the statue lived in 

Providence for 130 years. 
It was vandalized and 

removed and sat in 
storage before it was 

erected in Johnston’s War 
Memorial Park. On 

Monday, Columbus Day, 
the historic Christopher 

Columbus statue was 
unveiled to the public. 

(Sun Rise photo by Rory 
Schuler)

CEREMONY BEGINS: 
At left, Johnston Director 
of Buildings and Grounds 
Christopher Correia lifted 
the blue tarp to begin the 
ceremony. (Photo by Ron 
Cece)
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MELODY 
MARCHERS: 

The JHS 
Marching 

Panther Band 
played music 

during 
Saturday’s 

Homecoming 
Parade then 

made it annual 
appearance in 

Sunday’s 
Columbus Day 

Parade on 
Providence’s 
Federal Hill. 

(Sun Rise 
photos by Pete 

Fontaine)

FANTASTIC 
FLOATS: 

On the opposite 
page, all four class 

floats made their 
public debuts on 

Saturday. 
Clockwise from top 
left, “Only Room for 
One” was the Class 

of 2027’s float 
theme that featured 
moving wheels of a 

train racing or a 
touchdown.  

“Ice Them Out” was 
the theme of the 
Class of 2025’s 

Homecoming Float.  
“Panthers Pass Go” 

was the Class of 
2026’s theme that 
won First Place in 

Saturday’s 
Homecoming 

Parade. “Destroy All 
Hope” was the 

theme of the Class 
of 2024’s 

Homecoming Float. 
(Sun Rise photos 
by Pete Fontaine)

Your
Ad

Could
Be

Here
For more info, 

please call

732-3100
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AN AWARD-WINNING CATHOLIC, COLLEGE-PREPARATORY, CO-ED ACADEMY FOR GRADES 6-12

$22 million
in scholarships earned to 
elite colleges, including 

Harvard, Berkeley,  
Johns Hopkins, and 

the U.S. Air Force Academy.

43  46  7000
Middle school and high 

school students participate 
in 43 sports, 46 clubs, and 
7,000+ hours of volunteer 

service each year.

In 2023, 143 students 
took 316 AP exams in 18 
subjects. Students and 
teachers in grades 6-12 

connect in a personalized 
education that focuses 

on strong academics and 
core values.

143

Discover how Mount Saint Charles will work for you 
and your family

REGISTER AT WWW.MOUNTSAINTCHARLES.ORG/OPEN-HOUSE OR SCAN THE QR CODE

◆ OPEN HOUSE ◆ 
OCTOBER 15, 2023 ◆ 12 PM - 3 PM

www.mountsaintcharles.org
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Sports

Helping Local Businesses Thrive & Survive

 for your continued loyalty

Thank You

Call us at 732-3100 to advertise your business

Jain’s
Laundry

Panthers get Homecoming win

NORTHEAST NICHE: Johnston High School’s undefeated football Panthers began Saturday on the back of this Northeast Auto Body tow 
truck then went on to extend their unblemished record to 4-0 with a win over Mount Hope High’s Huskies. (Sun Rise photos by Pete Fontaine)

By PETE FONTAINE

If there is one football 
game a high school or col-
legiate team MUST WIN it 
is Homecoming!

“Don’t want to disap-
point the ol’ grads and al-
ums” is a statement often 
tied to all homecoming 
games and Saturday Head 
Coach Joe Acciardo’s John-
ston High School’s Pan-
thers upheld that theory 
with an impressive 28-0 
whitewashing of Mount 
Hope’s Huskies from War-
ren and Bristol inside 
Mayor Jospeh M. Polisena 
Stadium.

Thus, the Panthers treat-
ed a good-size Homecom-
ing Day crowd to an im-
pressive performance to 
remain undefeated in as 
many Rhode Island Inter-
scholastic League games.

Even before the kickoff, 
the air on Cheery Hill was 
filled with Panthers Pride 
as the entire 2024 JHS 
squad piled onto the back 
end of a Northeast Auto 
Body flatbed wrecker-tow 

WIN - PAGE 14■

By ALEX SPONSELLER

The Johnston girls volleyball team is still searching 
for its first win of the season as it entered the week at 0-9 
overall.

The Panthers graduated a large senior core last year 
and have been rebuilding their lineup from top to bot-
tom. Growing pains were expected this fall on paper, so 
coach Greta Lalli has emphasized improving each day 
over focusing solely on the final score.

“This is a rebuilding year, we lost a lot of seniors. Our 
goal is making sure the kids are getting better as the 
season goes on. We’re not putting pressure on them to 
win, we just want them to be better than they were in 
the previous game,” Lalli said.

The team has been led by a trio of experienced stand-
outs in juniors Noelle and Nicole Patenaude and senior 
Gisselly Nunez.

JHS volleyball 
focused on 
rebuilding

JHS - PAGE 13■

REBUILDING: 
Johnston’s Raylin Santos 
returns a shot at a recent 
game. The Panthers are 
searching for their first 
win as they build toward 
the future this fall season. 
(Photos by Leo van Dijk/
rhodyphoto.zenfolio.com)
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Local.  Trusted. Secure.Local.  Trusted. Secure.
A friend to your community for over 75 years.A fr iend to your community for over 75 years.

6-MONTH CERTIFICATE
APY*4.50%

12-MONTH CERTIFICATE
APY*5.15%

Visit  cranstonmecu.orgVisit  cranstonmecu.org
or cal l  401-463-3010.or cal l  401-463-3010.

Limited
Time
Offer

*APY=Annual Percentage Yield. Rates are subject to change without notice and may change monthly. Minimum balance to
open is $500. Fees may reduce earnings on the account. Other conditions�may apply. Federally- insured by National Credit
Union Administration.  We do business in accordance with the Fair Housing Law and Equal Opportunity Credit Act.

BEACONCOMMUNICATIONS
PRESENTS

Contact: Donna Zarrella – 401.732.3100 – donnaz@rhodybeat.com

Wednesday, 
October 25th
11am - 3pm

SPONSORED 
BY

WARWI C K MALL

 SENIOR                                     EXPOLivin
g

“(Noelle and Nicole) have been play-
ing with me since they were freshmen. 
They are very hard workers. Gisselly is 
also very good and has been with me 
since rec and followed me all the way 
until her senior year, she’s pretty con-
sistent,” Lalli said.

With six more matches remaining 

this season, Lalli hopes that the team 
continues to look toward the future 
while also enjoying the final games of 
the fall.

“We’re looking for consistency. 
Keeping a positive attitude and play-
ing consistently,” said Lalli. “I want 
them to gel with each other and work 
well together throughout the entire 
game. I just want them to be better 
each day, the focus isn’t on the win, it’s 
about having a good experience.”

■ JHS
(Continued from page 12)

BOUNCE BACK: Samantha Marcotte returns a shot.

TEAM LEADER: Nicole Patenaude makes a play.



Johnston Sun Rise14 Thursday, October 12, 2023

Quality Fuel at a Low Price!
Since 2007

Aurora Fuel Heating
& Air conditioning

401-823-5996
www.aurorafuelri.com Lic#31

Heating/AC  Repair • Service • Cleanings
AC, Furnace, Boiler and Oil Tank Installation & Replacement
Automatic Delivery Available • Heating Assistance Vendor

call for lowest price!

beaconcommunications
1944 WarWick avenue, WarWick, ri  02889

Advertise in our newspapers 

and reach over 
32,000 homes 

in Cranston, Coventry,
Johnston, Warwick, 

West Greenwich & West Warwick
CranstonHerald

www.cranstononline.com

JOHNSTON

Call 732-3100
 for more information

1 IN
is ONE OF US.

1 in 3 women in RI has experienced domestic violence

3

NoMoreRI.org     |    800.494.8100

All of us can help.

Learn More
Sponsored by

truck and cheered their way 
along the near record crowd 

spectator gallery.
But the Blue and White didn’t 

leave its super spirt at the pa-
rade, instead Acciardo’s attack 
turned it up a notch and pum-
meled the visiting Huskies via a 

stingy defense and prolific of-
fense.

The Panthers will next square 
off against undefeated West 
Warwick this weekend.

■ Win
(Continued from page 12)

SUPER STAFFERS: Jim McHale (left), who works for 
the Local 57 Operating Engineers, enjoys a lighter mo-
ment with Bob Deming, popular supervisor of Mayor 
Jospeh M. Polisena Stadium.

GRIDIRON GROUP:  
The Johnston Youth 

Football Panthers Pee 
Wee Division team was 

well-represented in 
Saturday’s JHS 

Homecoming Parade.

FUTURE FORCE: 
Members of the  
Johnston Panthers 
Football Association’s 
Junior Pee Wee Division 
team took part in 
Saturday’s JHS 
Homecoming Parade.

HAULING IT IN: Michael Carlino grabs a pass. (Photo 
by Leo van Dijk/rhodyphoto.zenfolio.com)

ON THE RUN: Johnston 
wide receiver Jahaziel  

Rodriguez picks up some 
yards last weekend. 

(Photo by Leo van Dijk/
rhodyphoto.zenfolio.com)
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IGGYSRI.COM

With coupon only. 
Not valid with Online, GrubHub and DoorDash orders. 

May not be combined with any other offer.  
Not valid at Boardwalk. Exp. 10/31/23

With coupon only. 
Not valid with Online, GrubHub and DoorDash orders. 

May not be combined with any other offer.  
Not valid at Boardwalk. Exp. 10/31/23

$39.99$24.99

By CAPT. DAVE MONTI

Fall is a great time to fish, 
and it is getting better every 
day.

Last week the tuna bite for 
school tuna was outstanding. 
Reports of as many as 40 
school tuna being caught and 
released by one vessel. Angler 
Dick Pastore said last week, 
“The Gully (east of Cox Ledge 
and south of Martha’s Vine-
yard) was flush with bluefin 
tuna last Thursday. Multiple 
hook ups on large school to 
giants, suspect they were 
caught jigging and with 
chunks”

Tautog fishing exploded 
last week too with fish being 
caught in the mid to upper 
Bay at Rocky Point, Conimi-
cut Light as well as in the 
lower Bay and out in front of 
Newport with many anglers 
fishing there and on structure 
along our coastal beaches 
from Pt. Judith, Narragansett 
to Watch Hill, Westerly.

Bonito, false albacore, 
striped bass and bluefish were 
all being caught off our coast 
and in our Bays and estuaries. 
Fishing the East and West 
Passages of Narragansett Bay 
was outstanding last week. 
Angler Joe Rochira of War-
wick landed three stiped bass 
on the east side of shipping 
channel in front of Barrington 
Beach with anglers landing as 
many as 30 bass in one outing 
south and north of Chepiwan-
oxet Point, Warwick in Green-
wich Bay.

Arguably, the fishing this 
week and last has been as 
good as it gets. The warm wa-
ter, with an enhanced warm 
water bait profile, has been 
keeping scup and black sea 
bass to larger animals in tight 
close to shore for us to catch, 
eat and/or release.

So stop by your local bait & 
tackle shop, ask them want is 
biting and go out and fish be-
fore it get too cold and windy.

Where’s the bite?
Striped bass, bluefish, false 

albacore. “Striper fishing is 
improving now. Last night an 
angler caught a 52-inch fish 
from the Quonnie Breachway, 
Charlestown. Two weeks ago, 
I caught a 48-inch striper from 
the breachway. Anglers along 
the beaches are doing well too 
with boat angles catching 
both bass and false albacore. 
The albies are thick from 
Watch Hill, Westerly to Pt. 
Judith all along the coastal 
shore,” said Parker Mandes of 
Watch Hill Outfitters, Wester-
ly.  

Striped bass fishing in the 
bay continues to be one of the 

best fall runs in a long time. 
We caught three in 30 minutes 
fishing the channel pad in 
front of Barrington Beach this 
weekend with anglers in 
Greenwich Bay catching mul-
tiple bass of all sizes below, 
above and slot size keeper 
fish (28” to < 31”). 

“The bonito has been caught 
all the way up to the northern 
end of Prudence Island at 
Providence Point with bass of 
all sizes prolific both in the 
East and West Passages of the 
Bay with bluefish mixed in,” 
said Tom Giddings of the 
Tackle Box, Warwick.  

Capt. Tom Pelletier of 
Quaker Lane Bait & Tackle 
North Kingston said, “The 
striped bass bite had slowed 
down a bit in the lower bay. 
However, the false albacore 
are still being caught in the 
lower Bay.”

Summer flounder (fluke). 
“Believe it or not we have had 
two reports of very large fluke 

being taken in deep water. 
This is unusual for this time 
of year,” said Mandes of 
Watch Hill Outfitters.

“Tautog fishing has been 
very good for customers with 
many catch fish off Newport, 
Jamestown and from shore 
the East Wall of the Harbor of 
Refuge in Narragansett is pro-
ducing fish for anglers,” said 
Capt. Tom Pelletier of Quaker 
Lane Bait & Tackle. 

Giddings of the Tackle Box, 
said, “The bite for tautog is 
great in the Bay with fish be-
ing taken at Rocky Point, 
Warwick Light, Conimicut 
Point and just about every-
where in the mid and upper 
Bay.” 

“Tautog fishing continues 
to be great with anglers catch-
ing their limit. The fish are 
just starting to leave the shal-
lows. No longer a good bite 
from the breachways.” said 
Mandes of Watch Hill Outfit-
ters.

Offshore. Declan O’Donnell 
of Breachway Bait & Tackle, 
Charlestown, said, “The tuna 
bite went off this past week 
with a lot of bluefin being 
landed. Ocean conditions 
were as good as they get and 
a lot of boats were able to get 
out. Most of the bites coming 
from the jig and chunk.”  

Tuna fishing is the best it 
has been in years. Angler 
Richard Pastore said on the 
RISAA blog, “Very large blue 
fish between point Judith and 
Block Island this weekend. 
Sixteen-pound fish on a but-
terfly jig. Fish looked like a 
king salmon. On to sharks 
ledge. On jigs and clams on 
teasers we caught scup, mack-
erel (Atlantic and chub), black 
sea bass, false albacore, green 
and oceanic bonito and cod ( 
three at 24 inches). Moved to 
the mountains – more of the 
same and one more cod. Wa-
ter was smooth all day. A cou-
ple of whales between Point 

Judith and Block Island.”  
“Freshwater fishing contin-

ues to be very strong for 
largemouth bass and pike for 
anglers at Gorton Pond and at 
Little Pond behind Warwick 
vets Highschool.  Customers 
are trout fishing once again 
too since the State of Rhode 
Island stocked 25 waterways 
last week with brown and 
rainbow trout.” Visit Desig-
nated Trout Waters Rhode Is-
land Department of Environ-
mental Management (ri.gov) 
for an update on ponds 
stocked this fall.

Dave Monti holds a captain’s 
master license and charter fish-
ing license. He serves on a vari-
ety of boards and commissions 
and has a consulting business 
focusing on clean oceans, habitat 
preservation, conservation, re-
newable energy, and fisheries re-
lated issues and clients. Forward 
fishing news and photos to 
dmontifish@verison.net or visit 
www.noflukefishing.com.

Fall fishing just getting better 

STRIPED BASS IN THE BAY: Joe Rochira of Warwick with one of the three striped bass he caught this weekend trolling tube & worm 
on the east side of the shipping channel in front of Barrington Beach. (Submitted photo)
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Covering one

with another

�  ECLIPSE- PAGE 20

By ED KDONIAN

S
targazing during the day is something most 
people are taught not to do, but for some 
that’s exactly what is in the plans for this Sat-
urday, Oct.14, from just after noon until about 
2 p.m. Those in the know will don special eye 

protection and prepare to witness an astronomical 
event known to captivate and darken the day of those 
in observance. 

An eclipse of the sun happens when our planet’s 
biggest satellite, the moon, moves between the sun 
and Earth at just the right angle and distance to over-
lap the star’s light and turn day to night. Without a 
doubt, hopefully, the sun is much larger than the 
moon but is also much farther away from the Earth. 
The layout of the three heavenly bodies makes for the 
perfect storm of conditions that allow a solar eclipse to 
be possible.

Not every eclipse is a total eclipse. Depending on 
the position of the Earth and moon there are two main 
types of eclipse possible. 

“What it depends on is where exactly the moon is 
with respect to the land,” said Francine Jackson, staff 
astronomer of the Ladd Observatory at Brown Univer-
sity. “For this one here this week it’s called a path of 
annularity. You have to be on that specific region, 
which goes for thousands of miles in length but is only 
a few miles wide. Next April we’ll have a path of total-
ity where you have to be on that path to see the total 
eclipse.”

This year’s eclipse, viewable here in the United 
States, will offer the best view on its path from Eugene, 
Oregon, to San Antonio, Texas. Jackson, and Jim Hen-
drickson of the “Sky Scrapers,” a group of amateur 
astronomers in Rhode Island, will be traveling to New 
Mexico where this weekend’s eclipse can be viewed 
best. Due to its dependence on planetary position and 
alignment, different eclipses have different properties 
and can completely block the sun or leave a small 
amount of the star uncovered. This year’s eclipse, 
when viewed from one of the locations on its direct 
path, will cover approximately 95% of the star as the 
moon passes in front of it. 

“Sun...Moon...You!” by Michael Zeller courtesy of Solar Eclipse Activities for Libraries

“Diagram of Eclipse Shadows” by National Science Teaching Assocation 
Press, Solar Science courtesy of Solar Eclipse Activities for Libraries

Covering one

with another
heavenly body

RhodyLife
RHODYBEAT.COM
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Business Card
DIRECTORY

This Week’s
Featured Business...

Raymond Pezzullo 
Law Offi ces

FAMILY  LAW
LANDLORD/TENANT  LAW

WILLS 
DEBT COLLECTION

401-275-0669
1200 Hartford Avenue • Suite 117

Johnston, RI
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

401-736-0600

• KITCHENS  • BASEMENTS 
• CEILINGS • BATHROOMS 
• GAME ROOMS  • FLOORS

We Handle Your Project from Start to Finish. 
No Project too Small! 

821-8411 
or facebook.com/MatolaRemodeling Insured 

RI Reg #21649

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR 
PAINTING & REMODELING

Matola Remodeling & 
Painting Services, LLC

Call Today 
for a 

Free Estimate

The URI Guitar Festival 
returns with performers, a 
workshop & a competition

ADAM LEVIN

By ROBERT DUGUAY

For the past eight years, a unique expe-
rience showcasing the stylistic versatility 
of the guitar has been taking place on the 
campus of the University of Rhode Is-
land in Kingston and the surrounding ar-
eas in South County. Known as the URI 
Guitar Festival, it has brought a wide 
array of artists, which include the post-
rock wizard Kaki King, fi ngerstyle phe-
nom Andy McKee and blues and reggae 
singer-songwriter Corey Harris to name 
a few. This year’s edition of the spectacle 
is taking place from October 18-22 and 
along with the music that’ll be present 
throughout the four days, there’s going 
to be a mandolin workshop and a Rising 
Stars’ Competition featuring musicians 
who are in high school and others who 
are between the ages of 18-35. Kids who 
are between the ages of 6-16 have the op-
portunity to be trained in technique and 
other aspects of the guitar as well. 

The person behind the URI Guitar 
Festival is Adam Levin, who has led the 
event as the Artistic Director since its in-
ception in 2015. He also runs the classi-
cal guitar program at the University of 
Rhode Island while being a sought-after 
educator, performer and recording artist. 
In fact, his last four full-length albums 
have been on the top 10 of the Billboard 
Traditional Classical Albums Chart. 

“The 2023 URI Guitar Festival is go-
ing to be an international hotspot for 
musical creativity,” Levin says about this 
year’s edition. “For eight years running, 
the festival has brought world-class art-
ists to the campus of the University of 
Rhode Island with the goal of bringing 
together the community around the gui-
tar and its plucked instrument relatives. 
We offer a series of seven concerts that 
feature different global music traditions 
and styles as well as artists with inter-
national renown. We’ll start with three 
young hotshot guitarists from Costa Rica 
and Greece at the Courthouse Center for 
the Performing Arts [on 3481 Kingstown 
Road in West Kingston]. Adrian Mon-
tero is a Grad Assistant at URI, Jeisson 
Ramirez is the winner of the 2022 Na-
tional Costa Rica Guitar Competition, 
and Filippos Manoloudis is the winner 
of the 2022 Rising Stars Virtual Guitar 
Competition.”

“Thursday will feature Georgian blues 
guitarist, Jontavious Willis, who will 
bring his unique down-home blues fl air 
to the festival,’ he adds. “Then we will 
hear from URI’s very own jazz guitar fac-
ulty member and Grammy-nominee, Jay 
Azzolina, with his Jazz quartet which in-
cludes Dave Zinno, Sonny Barbato, and 
Rafael Barata. This will all occur at The 
Towers [on 35 Ocean Road] in Narragan-

sett. Then, we will travel to Italy for an 
evening that showcases the evolution of 
Italian music from the 16th century all 
the way to the present day. This will fea-
ture lutenist Elisa La Marca, 19th-century 
specialist Mauro Zanatta, and 10-string 
guitarist Nicolo Spera with each of them 
giving us a different portrait of Italian 
music.”

Prior to the concert, musicologist Dr. 
Danilo Prefumo is going to be giving a 
lecture as well, so show up before the 
music starts at 7pm. The fi nal day plans 
on concluding the festival in grand fash-
ion with workshops, masterclasses and a 
French music showcase. 

“Saturday afternoon at 4:30pm at 
St.Augustine’s Church [on 15 Lower 
College Road in Kingston] will feature 
members from the newly created course 
titled ‘Elite Mandolin’, as well as French 
new music champion, Pierre Bibault,” 
Levin describes the festival’s last in-
stallment.  “That evening, titled ‘French 
Night’, is at the URI Fine Arts Center 
and we will hear the world-premiere 
performance of composer-in-residence 
Mathias Duplessy’s new work for The 
Great Neck Guitar Trio, called ‘A Thou-
sand Lives’. The trio and Duplessy will 
then team up to perform his guitar quar-
tet. The second half will feature the wild, 
spontaneous Cavalcade Trio, which in-
cludes Duplessy on guitar, Jeremy Jouve 
on classical guitar and Amit Kavthekar 
on the tabla. This band will unite East-
ern and Western musical traditions while 
highlighting three extraordinary artists.”

Finishing it all off, Argentinian folk 
legend Jaun Falú will be taking the au-
dience on a sonic voyage exploring the 
varied rhythms and styles of his home 
country. Then Luca Stricagnoli is going 
to be bringing forth his fi ngerstyle ap-
proach while doing renditions of various 
rock songs with a three-neck guitar. 

“The URI Guitar Festival has brought 
South County and the University of 
Rhode Island to the world stage and as-
sembled a one-of-a-kind lineup of artists 
who are enthusiastic about sharing their 
knowledge as well as creating music to-
gether,” Levin says about the festival as 
a whole. “There is something for every-
one, whether you are interested in the 
most iconic music of America such as 
rock, blues and jazz, or you want to ex-
plore the French, Italian, Greek, Argen-
tinian, or Costa Rican cultures. As the 
Artistic Director, I am looking to create 
a sustainable platform for cultural and 
artistic exchange at one of the leading re-
search institutions in the country.”

For all the details pertaining to tickets, 
schedule, workshops, and all of the per-
formers, log on to uriguitarfestival.org. 

Save Time.
Save Money.

RING
RHODE ISLAND NEWSPAPER GROUP
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InformatIon compIled by the Warren Group

YOU COULD SPONSOR THIS PAGE
For more information about this opportunity, call

732-3100 or 821-2216

Coventry
ADDRESS SELLERS BUYERS DATE PRICE
1 Sharp St Mitchell, Jason Mellano, Eric A and Ordonez, Kimberly O 9/6 $427,500
2 Kelly Ln  Baker, Melissa Welch, Diane and Shadid, Ghaziyah 9/15 $175,500
2 Myra Rd Roy, Jonathan and Roy, Lisa Myra LLC 9/11 $235,000
4 Collier Way Corin, Sandra L Taliercio, Rebecca and Armitage, Jason 9/18 $360,000
5 Albro Ln  Blackwood Prop Soln LLC Brogna, Amanda L 9/19 $365,000
5 Wilshire Way Morel, James A Dupuis, Kenneth and Dupuis, Candace E 9/12 $470,000
6 Glenview Ct Title Investment Co Rigp Citizens Bank Na 9/14 $175,000
6 Kennedy Dr Stockley, Joseph E Rondeau, Marc and Rondeau, Kimberly 9/14 $401,000
7 Nancy St Moss Home Solutions LLC Three Kids LLC 9/15 $255,700
10 Prince St Camper, John S Morris, Koren 9/7 $200,000
14 Colonial Rd Faiola, Robert and Faiola, Lisa Blanchard, Jonnathan A and Ambrosino, Keri E 9/8 $262,000
14 Creighton Pl Img Investments LLC Tucker, Amaya D and Marriott, Brayden J 9/13 $385,000
14 Rosella St Cerbo Jr, Peter and Monti, Gina L Rhode Real Estate LLC 9/18 $210,000
15 Sonya Dr Lot 15 Petrone, Cristina Turner, Jessica A and Turner, Benjamin C 9/14 $220,000
16 Paige Dr Cimini, Michael Barr, Seth and Barr, Tammy 9/7 $295,500
19 Valiant Dr Chevalier, Jeffrey Lapierre, Raymond and Lapierre, Linda 9/8 $175,900
23 Moss Ln  Moses, Barbara A Crobera, Daniel 9/5 $452,500
26 Whitman Rd Scheller, Cynthia A Chase, Kayla 9/8 $372,000
27 Catalpa Way Ciaramello Jr, Antonio Davis, Dwayne 9/15 $630,000
36 Indian Trl Robinson, Daniel J Restrepo, Carlos M and Restrepo, Kayla J 9/15 $499,000
38 Leighas Ln Lot 38 Gillheeney, Janice Turner T and Turner, Carl 9/18 $434,900
63 Remington Farm Dr Us Bank TNa and Lsf9 Master Participatio Green Jr, Robert W and Green, Sarah E 9/8 $436,500
113 Phillips Hill Rd Delpozzo, Anthony D Cripps, Ryan M and Cripps, Lorene C 9/15 $485,000
119 Pembroke Ln  Norman, John and Norman, Paul Denette, Caila A 9/15 $289,900
122 Read Ave Cramer, Gary P and Cramer, Rachelle L Casto, Jonathan T and Neville, Sonja R 9/12 $273,000
285 Hill St Lot 7 Morris, Koren Gauthier, John P 9/5 $179,900
422 Shady Valley Rd Cooney, Gary R and Cooney, Lynn J Gould, Robert J and Gould, Suzie 9/15 $430,000
480 Hammet Rd Costa, Christopher F and Costa, Lorraine M Cabral, Jason M 9/19 $361,000
635 Town Farm Rd Soucy, Roberta T and Preston, Rebecca A Skorski, Andrew M and Carrier, Danielle N 9/12 $355,000
1204 Village Green Cir Lot 1204 Ballato, Lisa Klein Ft and Klein, Janie B 9/12 $405,000
1487 Victory Hwy Figueiredo, Michael and Zuena, Fabio Lapoint, Samantha A 9/5 $395,000
1883 Flat River Rd Cascade Funding Mtg T Hb3 Offcourse Properties LLC 9/14 $290,000
2001 New London Tpke Hurley Properties LLC Skurka, David M 9/12 $280,000
2002 New London Tpke Larrivee, Cole T Ramos, Jonathan E and Ramos, Jazmine 9/11 $395,000

Cranston
ADDRESS SELLERS BUYERS DATE PRICE
5 Collingwood Dr Marnane, Tracey and Marnane, Neil Pimentel, Jeffrey 9/22 $565,000
9 Colwell St Aceto Fret and Souza, Nascenza E Aceto, Scott 9/18 $275,000
9 Poppy Cir Poppy Circle T and Abraham, Stephen A Perrone, Sophia 9/22 $490,000
15 Vale Ave Integrity Invest Inc Sabalewski, Dana L 9/19 $290,000
20 Manilla Ave Hb1 Alternative Hldg LLC Rivera, Israel G 9/20 $333,000
35 Dale Ave Burgess, Erna C Fischer, Mariesa and Fischer, Carl R 9/20 $375,000
58 Bluff Ave Franklin, David P and Laquerre, Ann M Franklin Affron, Hilary F and Affron, Joshua R 9/20 $650,000
59 Bennington Rd Anthony & Mary Moretti RE and Carlino, Robert Petrone Jr, Antonio 9/20 $440,000
66 Stony Brook Dr Derobbio, Jason A and Smith, Spencer B Jo, Yongho and Li, Jenny K 9/20 $550,000
84 Berkley St Swinson, Vannessa M Cordeiro, Paulo A and Rodrigues, Tiffany 9/21 $320,000
97 Knollwood Ave Bosco, George L and Finlay, Michelle C Garcia, Lisa M and Girard, Sam D 9/22 $355,000
99 Westfield Dr Tihson Atm Hldg LLC Amy Rlty 9/18 $1
159 Hilltop Dr Kavanagh, Donna L Souvalian, Austen H 9/20 $348,000
210 Poplar Dr Jensen, Dale A and Jensen, Janice Ormonde, Ellayna and Ormonde, Michael 9/19 $535,000
225 Meshanticut Valley Pkwy Barbara S Kenerson RET and Kenerson, Barbara S Lafazia, Frank W and Violet, Michaela C 9/21 $695,000
460 Park Ave Riccardi, Robert and Karwan, Patricia A Rocket Park Prop LLC 9/20 $225,000
919 7 Mile Rd Cartus Fincl Corp Rehon Jr, Walter V and Rehon, Shauna K 9/19 $800,000
919 7 Mile Rd Redding, Nolan E and Redding, Lisa E Cartus Fincl Corp 9/19 $800,000
1540 Elmwood Ave Carlson Rlty LLC Taveras, Aristomedia D 9/18 $500,000

East Greenwich
ADDRESS SELLERS BUYERS DATE PRICE
25 Franklin Rd Lot 12 River Farm Place LLC Goetter, Gina 9/20 $564,000
45 Miss Fry Dr Quirk Ft and Quirk, Jacqueline C Barker, Ross E and Barker, Stephanie M 9/22 $1,000,000
88 Harwood Rd S&l Vintage Restorage Cor Davis, Christopher R and Davis, Emma P 9/18 $735,000
2025 Division Rd Patricia A Brescia Lt and Brescia, Patricia A Perez, Karla and Padilla, Aracelis G 9/18 $535,000

Exeter
ADDRESS SELLERS BUYERS DATE PRICE
10 Bayview Dr Romeiro, Jose L Cyr, Jean-Paul L and Cyr, Rebecca L 9/21 $390,000
200 New Rd Kenny, John F and Kenny, Rhonda L Champagne, Cory P 9/25 $300,000

Johnston
ADDRESS SELLERS BUYERS DATE PRICE
2 Day St Roquez, Julio Hebert, Kyle G 9/20 $525,000
3 Colony Dr Maj, Shannon O and Maj, Bartosz Burdon, Benjamin and Burdon, Shane 9/26 $454,000
5 Allendale Ave Dipalma, Eleanor M J Investment LLC 9/21 $355,000
10 Cherry Hill Rd Testa Dahlia L Est and Mitchell, Patricia L Blais, Stephen A and Blais, Stacey L 9/22 $362,130
17 Maribeth Dr Willett, Christine R Audette, Robert 9/22 $410,000
19 School St Rose Tragar Irt and Dimarco, Misk D Butler, Justin V and Butler, Krystal E 9/22 $420,000
25 Belfield Dr Lsf9 Master Patricipation and Us Bank TNa Tr Turco, Christopher D 9/22 $495,000

Warwick
ADDRESS SELLERS BUYERS DATE PRICE
9 Eagle Run Lot B Flynn, Beatrice A Zucca, Celeste 9/18 $315,000
15 Parkside Dr Larkin, John F and Larkin, Patricia J Fracassa, Terence 9/22 $572,000
15 Sunny Cove Dr Toplo Irt Manuel, Juan J and Guimbard, Caren 9/20 $1
29 Dayton Ave Dorothy J Capece Relt and Nault, Andrew G Mastrostefano, John 9/20 $335,000
30 Pettaconsett Ave Parker, Brian T Ricci, Benjamin 9/21 $250,000
41 Rosedale Rd Elisabeth O Garbutt Lt and Garbutt, Elisabeth O Rosedale Re RET and Bitsoli, Deborah A 9/20 $850,000
45 Honeysuckle Rd Marshall, Dawn Cram, Jesse 9/18 $410,000
54 Sunny Cove Dr Hill, Lauren A and Hill, Drew Lavigne, Elaina R and Tesoro, Stephanie L 9/21 $400,000
88 Oxford Ave Paris, Thad and Paris, Heather Tinker, Kayla R 9/22 $275,000
105 River St Baeszler, Jordan P Cambria, Joshua and Sullivan-Silva, Meghan 9/20 $310,000
105 River St Cambria, Joshua and Sullivan-Silva, Meghan Williams, Katherine M 9/20 $370,000
111 Betsey Williams Dr Gravel, Michelle Vetree, Reagan J and Bermudez, Jennifer E 9/21 $305,000
115 Royland Rd Varras, Nicholas S Saint Denis, Thomas G and Simeon Saint Denis, N R 9/21 $419,000
116 Ardway Ave Thornhill Jr, Michael and Thornhill, Leah Comeau, Justin R 9/22 $221,000
144 Sage Dr Teitelbaum, Ronald B and Teitelbaum, Natalie Winiarskyji, Annemarie 9/20 $487,000
161 W Shore Rd Lot B11 Gehly, Cheryl R Scalia, Megan M 9/22 $290,000
275 Groveland Ave Vansteenburg, Jace and Vansteenburg, Monica Penny, Katie 9/20 $292,000
711 Division St Homewood Acres Jones, Levi and Jones, Ashby P 9/22 $750,000
741 Namquid Dr Rehon Jr, Walter V and Rehon, Shauna K Walski, Adam P and Walski, Sarah 9/19 $675,000
752 Quaker Ln Lot A112 RI Housing & Mtg Fin Corp Rwr Re Invest Grp LLC 9/21 $159,000
852 Halifax Dr Lot 852 Anita J Gannon Irt and Kuffrey, Karen M Deletto, Peter 9/21 $329,900

West Greenwich
ADDRESS SELLERS BUYERS DATE PRICE
187 Mishnock Rd Campbell, Albert J Difranco Jr, Michael and Difranco, Ryan 9/22 $127,000
430 Hazard Rd Papadakos, Andrew S Sanchez, Carmen and Paravisini, Joseph 9/18 $555,000
453 Plain Rd Mahoney, Brian and Mahoney, Sally Smiley, Nathan A and Smiley, Noreen B 9/18 $775,000

West Warwick
ADDRESS SELLERS BUYERS DATE PRICE
5 Vincenzo Dr Severe, Raynald and Severe, Lidia Greene, Lauren M 9/26 $400,000
12 Trellis Dr Lot 12 Criscione, Joseph J Cheryl A Barnes Lt and Barnes, Cheryl A 9/26 $299,000
18 Oriole Ave Sandling, Samuel D Dove, Jessica L 9/26 $340,000
27 Kristee Cir Lot 27 Schrank, Aaron Schrank, Marc G and Schrank, Valoree 9/20 $215,000
42 West St Beckman, Michael J Morrissey, Margaret and Basler, Luke J 9/22 $368,000
60 Andrews Ave Kumes, Pauline C Benros, Odailton and Benros, Vanda 9/21 $370,000
73 Pond St Madden, Richard Howard, Vanessa D 9/26 $227,000
83 Maple Ave Burke, Ryan Whitman, Rita E and Shefield, Richard C 9/25 $430,000

Real Estate Transactions
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OFFICE HOURS:    Monday thru Friday  8:30 AM - 4:30 PM

To place or cancel a classified ad:

Call 732-3100 by — 
	 •	 10 AM Monday for
	 	 Cranston Herald (Thursday), 
	 	 Warwick Beacon (Thursday) & 
	 	 Johnston Sun Rise (Thursday)

ADVERTISING COSTS:
Line-by-Line: 
1 Week — Warwick Beacon, Cranston Herald and Johnston Sun Rise
4 lines - $25.00; each additional line $4.00

4 Weeks or More —	 Warwick Beacon, Cranston Herald and
	 Johnston Sun Rise
4 lines - $23.00 per week; each additional line $4.00

Classified Display: 
1 Week — Warwick Beacon, Cranston Herald and Johnston Sun Rise
$35.00 per column inch. 

Business Service Ads: 
$32.00 per column inch - Warwick Beacon, Cranston Herald and 
Johnston Sun Rise
Ad Must Run 4  Consecutive Weeks.

Add the RI Reminder:
$8.00 per column inch. Ad Must Run 4  Consecutive Weeks.

Email ads to: AshleyM@rhodybeat.com

CREDIT POLICY      We accept all major credit cards. We will bill line-by-line classified 
ads (with the exception of YARD SALE ADS) to customers adding $1.50 billing fee. Business 
Service ads must be prepaid until a Credit Application has been approved and account established.

Please Check Your Ad!
We make every effort to carefully proofread all advertisements, 
however, we ask you to check your ad the first time it appears. 
If you find an error, call 732-3100 so that we may correct it 
in the next publication. Beacon Communications shall not 
be liable for errors or omissions in, or failure to insert, any 
advertisement for which it may be responsible beyond the 
cost of the actual space occupied by the item in which error 
or omission or failure to insert occurred. Advertiser will be 
entitled to refund of advertisement price or insertion in next 
issue at advertiser’s option.

Sun Rise		  401-732-3100

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

❑ ❑ ❑ ❑AMOUNT ENCLOSED  $_________________   CHECK # _____________

# OF WEEKS  AD IS TO RUN ________________       DATE   _ ____________

# _______________________________________

 EXPIRATION DATE:________________________________   3 digit code________________

MAIL-IN ADVERTISING FORM

NAME  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________PHONE _ _______________________________

ADDRESS  _____________________________________________________________________________________CITY ____________________________STATE  _________ ZIP  ____________________

Use 1 block for each letter, number or punctuation mark. Leave one blank block between each word or after each punctuation mark. (Minimum of 4 lines)

4 Lines / $2500* Includes Warwick Beacon, Cranston Herald 
and Johnston Sun Rise
Run your ad for 4 weeks or more and $ave $2.00 per week.
❏ Bold Face First Line of ad for $4.00 per week

$25/Week — $29/Week with Bold

$29/Week — $33/Week with Bold

$33/Week — $37/Week with Bold

CATEGORY
______________________

Deadline:
Monday 10 AM

MAIL TO:
Beacon Communications
1944 Warwick Avenue, Warwick, RI 02889
Attn: CLASSIFIEDS

or   e-mail to: Classifieds@rhodybeat.com

Classified 
Advertising 
Deadline is

10 AM Monday

Advertise Your
Yard Sale
Call 732-3100

(Yard Sale Ads Must Be Pre-Paid)

Cleaning Services

Dina’s Cleaning Service: Pro-
fessional and reliable cleaning. 
Residential and commercial. 20 
years in business. References 
available. Owner, Dina: 401-580-
3830.

Help Wanted

Entertainment

Hi-Lo-Jack starts October 16, at 
7:00pm, $5 per person, $1 per 
team ride. 15-week tournament 
at American Legion Post 43, 
662 West Shore Rd., Warwick. 
For more information call: (401) 
737-9711.

CLEANERS: 1st & 2nd Shift, 20-
25 hours per week, Monday-Sat-
urday. $15/hour. Must have valid 
Driver’s License, reliable vehicle 
and clean BCI. Great job for retir-
ees! Call Joe, 401-258-9648.

C.N.A./scheduling coordinator, 
administrative assistant full time/ 
part time, alternating weekends, 
per diem C.N.A./ office C.N.A. 
license a must. Reliable. Lots 
of opportunities! Phenix Home 
Care Home Care Competitive 
pay. Vacation/holiday pay, 401K, 
dental, Equal Opportunity Em-
ployer (401) 943-6230. Give us a 
call. Don’t miss this opportunity!

Carpet Cleaning Technician/
Trainees: $700+/Week. Valid 
Driver’s License. BCI required. 
Call Joe, 401-258-9648.

Help Wanted

AIRHART ELECTRIC is cur-
rently seeking a Journeyman 
Commercial & Residential Elec-
trician to join its strong team of 
professionals. Minimum Quali-
fications:   Must be an experi-
enced Journeyman licensed in 
Rhode Island. At least 1 year of 
experience in electrical industry, 
must hold OSHA Card, Medical 
Health Card, and valid Driver’s 
License. Full time position with 
benefit package including medi-
cal plan, dental, vision, 11 paid 
holidays off, 2 weeks paid vaca-
tion and Profit Sharing. Please 
contact 401-397-3415.

Houses Wanted
WE BUY HOUSES:  Any condi-
tion!! Quick sale!!  House needs 
work?  We don’t mind.  Call 401-
595-8703.

Yard Sales
LARGEST MOVING SALE 
EVER! 13 Northup Plat Road, 
Coventry: October 14 & 21, 
8:30AM-2:30PM. Items range 
from $1 & up. New & gently used 
items. All items for home, includ-
ing beautiful furniture (like new), 
clothing, home goods & so much 
more!
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Electrical

Home Improvements

Valco Electric
Residential Specialist
Electrical Upgrades

Trouble Shooting & Repairs
Prompt & Courteous Service

401-921-3143
Lic. #A3990  AmEx/Disc/MC/Visa  Insured

Weatherproof
Home Improvement

Interior/Exterior Painting
Roofing • Siding • Gutters • Decks

Dennis
732-9218   Reg. #31803

John’s Construction 
Handyman Services

Painting  ●   Windows
Carpentry  
942-1729

15% OFF next project with ad. 
Reg. #24655   ~     Insured

Handyman

Rubbish Removal

Fall Cleanups
House - Cellars - Yards 

Garages - Moving?
Anything hauled away, some for FREE!

30 yrs. - Reliable Service! 
741-2781 Lic. #37379 - Insured  

Plastering

Harold Greco Jr.
Plaster Perfection

ALL Small Repair Specialist
Emergency Water Damage Repairs
Historic Restorations

Painting
Senior, Veterans & Cash Discounts

Integrity & Passion
ALL MAINTENANCE

 Reg. #4114  ★     Member BBB  ★     Est. 1946

Call now! 738-0369 

Painting

Steven G. Ruhle 
PaintinG

Interior & Exterior
Small Exteriors

Neat, Clean Workmanship
639-0967

Free Estimates
Reg. 12067 - Insured

EAST COAST 
WOOD FLOORS
Installed • Sand

 Finish • Refinish
Insured • Senior Discounts

Cell 265-3644
 Reg. #15124

Flooring

E.W. FLAGG
Plumbing & Heating

New & Old
Installations • Repairs

Water Heaters
Commercial & Residential

739-6155    MP #01896

DAVIDSON’S
PLUMBING & HEATING

Water Heaters
Free Estimates

Remodeling ❖ Repairs
New Construction

MP #1696 737-4679 MPF #6470

CEMENT
MASONRY WORK
Chimneys ❖ Floors ❖ Patios

Driveways ❖ Steps ❖ Walkways
Repairs ❖ Free Estimates  
Ron 397-1891
Cell 639-2942
Reg. #6326  Licensed & Bonded   

Masonry

Plumbing & Heating

Business 
ServiceS

t & t Painting
25 years in Business

Interior and Exterior Painting
Power Washing
Deck Refinishing
Carpentry Repairs
Reasonable Rates
Free Estimates

Neat. Clean. Organized
Insured  - Reg. #3469

401-944-0336

Reilly Fence Inc.
Professional installations of
Vinyl •  Wood •  Aluminum 

Chainlink  Fences
Insured -  Free Estimates

Call & book an appt. today!
228-3647 Reg. #40392   

Fencing

DECKS/SHEDS
Power-Washing

Restaining • Refinishing
Carpentry Repairs

Free Written Estimates
Insured – Reg. #3469

401-944-0336

Deck & Shed
Maintenance

CONFREDA FARMS
Fertile Farm Loam

Screened to ½ inch
Mulch • 50/50 Mix

Raw Compost 
Processed Gravel

737-7662 • 827-5000

Landscape Materials

C & J Painting
Interior/Exterior
Powerwashing

Free Estimates
Jason     ●      Craig

378-8525  ●  743-2554
Reg. #22833                 Insured              

Liberty House
Junk Removal, Inc. 
We remove all content from cellars.

One room or entire house.
We remove sheds. 

15 years of reliable service.
Reg. #2983 & Insured

401-286-0505

Oil Tank Removal

Why wait for your oil tank to leak?
Old oil tanks removed
Licensed RI Waste Transporter

Drum Disposal
Newton B. Washburn, LLC.
Insured ●  Reg. #27176 ●  #RI877

401-647-9606

Business
ServiceS

 ads start at
$32/week

for 4 weeks or more
in the Johnston Sun Rise, 

Warwick Beacon & 
Cranston Herald 

(All 3 papers for one low price)

For inFo, call

732-3100

Junk Removal

ABC
Junk Removal

Disposal/Removal Services
Mattresses & Box Springs

Furniture • unwanted items
sheds • decks • hot tubs

Pianos
evictions/apartment & house

Cleanours
appliances disconnected &

Removed
Anything, Anytime, Anywhere

Licensed and Insured
401-616-8990

“Rather than the moon covering 
the entire ball of the sun, the moon 
is just a little further away [from the 
Earth], so it’s unable to totally block 
the sun,” said Francine Jackson, 
staff astronomer of the LADD Ob-
servatory at Brown University. “So, 
when it gets into the middle of the 
sun it leaves a circle, or a ring, 
around the moon called an annulus, 
which is Latin for ring.” 

Those of us here in Rhode Island 
won’t be lucky enough to witness 
the full majesty of the eclipse that 
states like New Mexico will, but 
that doesn’t mean the event isn’t 
worth stepping outside your front 
door. While the thousands-mile-
long path of the eclipse will be visi-
ble across the United States, Rhode 
Island, and most of the country 
lucky enough to glimpse the event 
from outside its path, will only be 
getting a small taste of the eclipse. 

Those gathering to view the event 
on Saturday will be able to see 
about 19% coverage of the sun by 
the moon. Don’t worry though, we 
here in the Ocean State can look 
forward to a more impressive ver-
sion of the event next April where 
we will see about 95% coverage of 
the sun, Jackson said. 

“You have to have some kind of 
protection,” warned Jackson of 
those hoping to watch the eclipse 
while it is happening. “The easiest 
one, of course, is those eclipse glass-
es, but there are other things you 
can do. There’s the old ‘putting a 
box over your head with a pinhole 
in one end and it projects the sun on 
the other. Probably one of the better 
things is to go to places where peo-
ple are gathering together.” 

Even a colander can be used as a 
means to track the event, Jackson 
explained with a laugh. 

“Turn your back to the sun and 
put the colander so the light goes 
through and each individual hole 
will show the motion of the moon in 
front of the sun,” she clarified be-
fore warning that sunglasses do not 
make a safe replacement for the 
specialty viewing glasses available. 
“Looking at the sun through sun-

glasses you’re messing up your 
eyes. The glasses are specifically 
darkened so that when you put 
them on all you can see is the sun. 
When you put them on you can’t 
see a blessed thing otherwise.” 

If you’re looking to watch the 
eclipse on Saturday you can join 
one of the viewing parties to be 
found around the state. Cranston 
Library is holding viewing parties 
at the Bain Track on Gansett Avenue 
complete with free eclipse viewing 

glasses and an eclipse picnic at their 
William Hall Branch, 1825 Broad St., 
with both events beginning at 12:30 
p.m.

Jackson also said there will be 
events held at Brown University, at 
the center of their campus in Provi-
dence, Roger Williams Park Muse-
um, also in Providence, and Sea-
grave Memorial Observatory, in 
North Scituate, will all be holding 
events at the same time. 

■ Eclipse
(Continued from page 16)

PREPARED TO SHOOT: Photographer Steve Popiel is armed with 
camera and eclipse-safe glasses to record the partial solar eclipse this 
Saturday. 

Third time around for 
“Book of Mormon”

By Don Fowler

Lamont Jay Whittaker just finished his 330th perfor-
mance as Mafala Hatimbi Jr., village chief, in the award-
winning musical, “The Book of Mormon”.

“We opened a year ago and we’re still going strong,” 
he said from Texas, far from his birthplace in Miami, 
college in California, and current home in New York 
City. The show’s booking at PPAC will be his first time 
in Rhode Island.

When I looked up his name on google, I found an 
English poet, a standup comedian and an older actor.

Lamont was surprised to learn of his namesakes, tell-
ing me about his other interests as a musical playwright 
and cabaret producer.

“I play the chief of the village visited by Mormon 
missionaries, with literally big shoes to fill.

“The show will make you laugh, but also make you 
think, and you will see yourself and others in it.”

I suggested that the musical may offend some people 
with its R rated material and poke at religion.

“Book of Mormon” is a musical of its time,” he said. 
“It is about people finding their way. It is a journey that 
they, and the audience, did not expect to take. Many 
people are seeing it for the second and third time, and 
finding something new in it.”

“Book of Mormon will be at the Providence Perform-
ing Arts Center October 31-November 5 as part of the 
Encore Series. Call 421-ARTS for reservations. 
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October 5 was National 
Get Funky Day, which 
was announced on the 
radio as I was driving 
to work. They played a 
funky song, so I turned 
up the radio loud and 
started be-bopping to 
it.  Before I knew it, my 
arms were waving in the 
air, keeping one hand on 
the steering wheel unless 
I was stopped at a red 
light, in which case both 
arms were flung into the 
air. Even my hips man-
aged to bounce back and 
forth in the driver’s seat.  
Anyone driving around 
me may have thought I 
was having a seizure, but 
my body was just seized 
by joy!

The impromptu dance 
brought me back through 
my younger years, danc-
ing with Hubby at school 
dances, then the prom, 
then at our wedding, then 
at our children’s wed-
dings. Hubby would bop 
and bend his knees, mov-
ing his arms in time to 
the music.  I would dance 
double pace, wriggling 
and jiggling clumsily 
around him like a wound-
up doll.  Suffice it to say 
that such moves would 
not currently be in my 
repertoire due to arthritis 
and back issues, so danc-
ing in the driver’s seat of 
my car was just right.

My mood for the day 
improved greatly, and I 
was energized with im-
proved enthusiasm for 
life. The crisis of COVID 
has decreased and I no 
longer need to wear a 
mask.  My nose twitched 
at the thought of the 
stuffy, confining mouth 
and nose covering I used 
to wear.

So many things have 
changed and improved 
for the better. The big, 
clunky computer I had 
used has improved to 
the size of my iPhone, a 
miraculous device that is 
so far advanced that I am 
still learning things daily. 
If I tap the back of my 
phone, a flashlight comes 
on. It tracks everywhere 

I have been, a function 
Hubby loves to use on his 
to show me what he has 
been doing all day while 
I work. He delights in 
showing me how he can 
use the phone as a lever to 
see how level something 
is. Each of my friends and 
relatives has a different 
ring tone so I can tell who 
is calling by the sound. 
My favorite function is 
that it stops robo-calls, 
which is a joyous thing!

Another delightful ser-
vice is online banking. In-
stead of writing a check, 
then writing out an enve-
lope, getting a stamp and 
then putting it in the mail-
box to pay bills, it is all 
done online. I can imme-
diately see any deposits 
and move money around 
willy nilly. What fun!

 Driving is so much eas-
ier now, with GPS navi-
gation and back-up cam-
eras. Now I know where 
I am going, and don’t hit 
anything while I am back-
ing up.  There is cruise 
control, so I don’t have to 
tire my foot out on long 
drives hitting the gas 
pedal, and a seat warmer 
so my bottom is balmy on 
a cold day.

 Frozen meals have 
come a long way since 
the TV dinner with mac-
aroni and cheese with 
Salisbury steak. Now I 
enjoy Healthy Choice 
Barbecue Seasoned Steak 
with Red Potatoes, Steak 
Portabella with perfectly 
cooked Brussels Sprouts, 
and Lemon Herb Chicken 
Piccata. The choices are 
endless, and I could eat 
a different frozen meal 
every day for the year. 
Of course, I still prefer 
Hubby’s gourmet cook-
ing. Eating something de-
licious always makes me 
happy.

The biggest positive 
change that has hap-
pened is that my five chil-
dren are now adults. Like 
birds in a nest, they were 
fed their worms and then 
flew the coop. I no longer 
get a knot in the pit of my 
stomach if they do not 
come home from a date or 
have to rush to drive three 
children to three different 
places. I am free, and it is 
a delightful feeling!

For some odd reason, 
getting funky on October 
5 energized me to appre-
ciate the positive changes 
that have come through 
the years. I want to cele-
brate life, spread love and 
laughter.  Please join me!

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

LOCAL BUSINESS
SPOTLIGHT

1253 Hartford Ave.
Johnston, RI 02919

Now ENrolliNg
6 Weeks – 12 Years Old

Full & Part-time
Positions available★Lowest $ In Town★

New
State-of-the-Art

Equipment —
Same Old Prices!

Jain’s Laundry
Plaza 44 • 39 Putnam Pike • Johnston • 231-7019

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8am-9pm; Sat. & Sun. 7am-8pm

WASH • DRY • FOLD
Drop Off Service
only 89¢ per lb.

Includes Softener, Bleach, Soap & Hangers
Same Day Service

Advertise your business  in our

Be part of the LOCAL BUSINES SPOTLIGHT 
and get the word out about your business with
a feature story and photo for one week during 
your 6-week advertising commitment... 

All for just
$44/week!
(6-week commitment)
(Includes story & photo on our website)

Call Today 
732-3100

LOCAL BUSINESS
SPOTLIGHT

1944 WarWick avenue, WarWick, rhode island  02889

• warwick beacon

• cranston herald

• johnston sunrise

• the reminder

• ri newspaper group

beacon
communications

chris peabody
a c c o u n t  e x e c u t i v e

chrisp@rhodybeat.com
p 401-732-3100

The BRIARCLIFFE Campus on 30 beautiful, wooded acres, 60th Anniversary 2023

Briarcliffe 
Marking 60 years of serving the community

By JENNIFER COATES

The year was 1963 and for 
many, the world was full of 
possibilities.  The fi rst woman 
made it to space, Martin 
Luther King gave his iconic 
“I have a dream” speech and 
the United States Postal 
Service instituted the Zip 
Code system.  The average 
cost of a house was only $12, 
600.00 and the average cost 
of a car was $3,200.00. But 
the country also went through 
some dark days during this 
era when civil rights protests 
rocked the south and the 
popular President John F. 
Kennedy was assassinated.  

This was the world that 
existed when the Briarcliffe 
community opened the 
doors to its fi rst senior living 
and rehabilitation residents 
& patients.  This was just 
the beginning of a 60-year 
legacy of care, support, and 
compassion that has come to 
defi ne the Briarcliffe name for 
the past six decades. 

Many of today’s Briarcliffe’s 
residents and short-term rehab 
patients were just getting 
started in life in 1963 ~ this 
was the age that launched the 
moniker “baby boomers,” but 
was also when the then young 
adults were getting married, 
starting families, buying their 
fi rst homes, and beginning 

what would become lifelong 
careers. 

Fast forward to today and 
many of these same people 
would only remember these 
happy times ~ a time of new 
beginnings and hope for a 
bright future ~ days that are 
now looked back upon with 
fondness and joy.

The director, the staff, the 
caregivers and all the people 
who make the Briarcliffe 
community a big extended 
“family” try every day to 
honor the lives of those who 
pass through these doors 
today, sixty years later.  Their 
commitment to excellence 
in care and to providing 
services which are designed 
to meet every need has not 
dimmed over these decades.  
In fact, Briarcliffe Manor has 
become one of the top ranked 
nursing homes in the country, 
achieving a fi ve-star rating 
from the federal government’s 
Center for Medicare & 
Medicaid for 13 years in a 
row!

As soon as one walks 
through the doors of any 
of the buildings on the 

Briarcliffe campus ~ whether 
it is Briarcliffe Gardens and 
the Cottage Memory Care 
Assisted Living residence, 
the new Preserve at Briarcliffe 
Supportive Independent and 
Assisted Living residence or 
the Briarcliffe Manor Skilled 
Nursing and Rehabilitation 
Center, one will immediately 
sense what sets them apart. 
Nothing here on this expansive 
campus is haphazard or 
unplanned. Visitors and 
residents alike experience 
a feeling of order, comfort, 
compassion and security here.    

From the time the ground 
was fi rst broken on Briarcliffe 
Manor all those many years 
ago, the primary mission here 
has been to provide the best 
care for all of Briarcliffe’s 
residents.

As the President/CEO 
and owner of Briarcliffe, 
Akshay Talwar and his devoted 
staff invite you and your loved 
ones to visit the Briarcliffe 
campus. To schedule your 
personal tour, call 401-944-
2450.  For more information, 
you can also visit them at 
www.briarclifferi.com.

Get funky,
it makes
the day
so much 

better
Life 
Matters

with 
Linda 

Petersen
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TREASURESRhodyRhodyRhody
A N T I Q U E S  •  C O L L E C T I B L E S  •  C O N S I G N M E N T S  •  E S TAT E S  •  V I N TA G E 

By Travis Landry
Auctioneer & Specialist

Bruneau & Co. Auctioneers
Cranston, RI

Back in the early 80s computer and video game tech-
nology was thriving, and while the graphics and hardware 
may look lame to the modern eye, it was groundbreak-
ing at the time. The digital boom of the decade inspired 
countless elements of pop culture, including fi lm, which 
in turn brought us Tron. 

If you don’t recall, Tron dropped in theaters in 1982 
and starred Jeff Bridges as Kevin Flynn. He was your 
average disgruntled computer programmer with hacking 
goals who gets sucked into a computer mainframe. Pro-
duced by Walt Disney, it has the distinction of being one 

of the fi rst fi lms to really utilize 
CGI. We take that for granted to-
day since so many fi lms and TV 
shows infuse CGI on the regular, 
but in 1982 it was a huge deal. 
Tron got great reviews, but only 
did okay at the box offi ce. For-
tunately, it gained a cult fol-
lowing of computer nerds, tech 
junkies, and gamers that made 
it the sci-fi  legend it is today. In 
2010 the sequel, Tron: Legacy 
was released and in 2012 the 
TV series Tron: Uprising made its debut. Maybe 
the franchise started off as low tech 1980s, but that’s why 
Tron is loved. All that stuff in the plot is still cool and cut-
ting edge - the graphics are just better now!

Anyways (surprise, surprise) Tron inspired plenty of 
video games and its very own toy line. In 1982 and per-
fectly timed for the release of the fi lm, TOMY toys of 
Japan released four action fi gures (Tron, Flynn, Sark, 
and Warrior) and two light cycles. It might seem like a 
small offering compared to the franchises of today, but 
the limited production makes the Tron original toy line 
so much more desirable to collectors. TOMY was known 
for mechanical toys, but the action fi gures they produced 
for Tron were high quality, eye catching, and fun to play 
with. A win for parents, TOMY, and kids! 

The fact that the original Tron toy line was so well 
loved and played with, combined with the fact that only 
six toys were ever created makes factory sealed, unused, 
mint-in-box examples nearly impossible to fi nd.

Nearly.

We were lucky enough to obtain 
four action fi gures and one light cycle from the collec-
tion of Andy Yanchus, the legendary model enthusiast 
and Marvel comic artist, which are up for auction Octo-
ber 18th. If you’re a computer nerd, tech junkie, or gamer 
old enough to remember that epic feeling you had when 
you fi rst saw Tron and played with the toys, now is your 
chance to bask in that 1980s low tech futuristic nostalgia! 

YOUR AD HERE
$60
8 week minimum

Appears in the Warwick Beacon, Cranston Herald, 
Johnston Sun Rise and The Reminder

All 4 papers for one low price! 

CALL FOR MORE INFO

732-3100 / 821-2216

per 
week

NEW YORK GOLD EXCHANGE
CASH FOR YOU!

COURTEOUS • CONFIDENTIAL • PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 
We Pay New York Refi nery Prices for

• Gold • Diamonds
• Silver • Silverware
• Coins • Bullion

Expert Jewelry  Repair

1047 Mineral Spring Ave.,North Providence
401-205-1638      NEWYORKGOLDXCHANGE.COM

FREE $10 GAS CARD WITH ANY PRECIOUS METAL TRANSACTION!
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912 TIOGUE AVE. COVENTRY, RI

4 0 1 -  6 6 2 - 0 6 9 9

& DONE IN 10 SECONDS
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Young adults newly introduced 
to the professional arena may 
not immediately be thinking 
of the future when their ca-
reers will come to a close. Re-

tirement may seem like a distant goal when 
it’s 50 years or more away. However, push-
ing off retirement savings because it is not 
viewed as a necessity could turn out to be a 
signifi cant mistake. 

According to Mass Mutual, the economic 
disruption caused by the global pandemic 
pushed retirement to the bottom of many 
workers’ lists of fi nancial priorities. That 
was especially so among young profession-
als. A 2019  survey found roughly half of 
millennial and Generation Z professionals 
believe they are not saving enough for re-
tirement. Student loan burdens are another 
reason why certain people may delay saving 
for retirement until they are older.

Young workers need to get the facts about 
retirement. For example, The U.S. Social 
Security Administration says that Social 
Security taxes that people now pay into the 
Social Security Trust funds that used to pay 
benefi ts to current benefi ciaries, not future 
ones. The Board of Trustees estimates that, 
in 2041, and based on current law, the Trust 
Funds will be depleted since people are 
living longer and the birth rate is low. The 
taxes being paid now will not be enough to 
pay the full benefi t amounts scheduled for 
future retirees.

Young people can no longer rely on Social 
Security benefi ts to fi nance their retirements 
in the United States. Rather, young workers 
need to be proactive and take control of their 
own retirement savings.

• Experts advise following the general 
rule of saving 10 percent to 12 percent of 
your salary when you are in your 20s, in-
cluding factoring in any employer match. 

• Working for companies that offer de-
fi ned-contribution plans like a 401(k) or 
403(b) can make it easier for young profes-

sionals to begin saving for retirement. 
• Setting aside a portion of your income 

early on in retirement savings ensures more 
years of savings and investments will ben-
efi t from decades of compounding. 

• Those who contribute to a retirement 
plan may receive an immediate tax break 
because the contributions come out of pay-
checks before taxes are withheld. Many of 
these plans also offer the advantage of tax-
deferred growth. This translates to not being 
required to pay taxes each year on capital 
gains, dividends or other yield distributions 

if the money is not withdrawn before age 
59½. Speak with a fi nancial advisor to learn 
more about tax-advantaged accounts.

• T. Rowe Price says there are certain 
benchmarks that can help people save 
enough money for retirement. By age 30, 
you should have .5 times the amount of your 
salary. At age 35, that amount should in-
crease to 1.5 times your salary. These num-
bers are based on an assumed retirement age 
of 65 and with a household income growth 
of 5 percent until age 45 and 3 percent there-
after.

• According to research from Qualtrics, 
young workers don’t plan on working un-
til they can receive full benefi ts from Social 
Security. Twenty-four percent plan to retire 
early, and 41 percent want to do so by the 
time they turn 50. That could spark more 
ambition among younger generations to 
save for retirement and to save more aggres-
sively.

Even if retirement is many years in the 
future, young workers need to start saving 
for retirement early on to be able to retire 
comfortably.  MM23C518

Young workers and
retirement savings

Tired  
of the 

financial
roller 

coaster?

Painfully slow climb. 

Anxiety-building wait on top. 
     
Then the fall. Up and down.
 
If you would like to step off the 
financial roller coaster onto solid 
ground, we have some suggestions:

• Evaluate your investments
• Determine your state of risk
• Review your needs
• Reallocate as needed
• Check in regularly with a financial 

representative you trust.

Contact Steve Volpe at GCU Wealth 
Advisors. He would be glad to 
help evaluate your needs and make 
suggestions to help secure your 
financial goals. 

Stephen Volpe
Infinex Financial Advisor
401-562-2743
svolpe@infinexgroup.com

Investment and insurance products and services are offered through INFINEX INVESTMENTS, INC. 
Member FINRA/SIPC. GCU Wealth Advisors is a trade name of Greenwood Credit Union. Infinex and 
Greenwood Credit Union are not affiliated. Products and services made available through Infinex are:

Not Guaranteed by the Credit Union Not FDIC/NCUA Insured

Call today to reserve YOUR
advertising space

in our monthly section:

RhodyMoney
Running in the Warwick Beacon, Cranston Herald, 

Johnston Sun Rise & The Reminder — 
all for one low price!

With a total circulation of over 32,000 in the West Bay,
it’s a great place to advertise.

732-3100 / 821-2216
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Place Your Ad Today
Reach

LocaL
customers!

Only 
$1650

 per week
(10-week commitment)

3.42”x2” ad
FREE ColoR WhEn AvAilAblE

SCAN NOW 
FOR AN 
INSTANT 
QUOTE

SOFT WASHING SERVICES
HOUSE WASH - ROOF WASH - DECK WASH - PATIO WASH - FENCE WASH

Licensed & Insured • Gift Certifi cates Available

ADDITIONAL CLEANING SERVICES
• Solar Panels • Gutters •

FREE ESTIMATES
401-595-0726

www.PowerWashJM.com

Denise’s
Cleaning Service

Specializing in 
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL CLEANING
Providing a  Professional & Personalized 

Cleaning Service

WEEKLY | BI-WEEKLY MONTHLY

401.428.8164
Free Quote

Full Car 
Detail 

$150
Full SUV 
Detail 

$200

DETAILS MATTER
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR CAR DETAILING

Mobile Services Available

Call Lanse 401-855-8088
DetailsMatterMost@gmail.com

ProPane Filling Station

904 Manton Ave. • Providence (in front of StoP & ShoP)
Phil.Johnston32@gmail.com  •  www.jfcpropane.com

621-8129 Call Phil
• Open 7 days a week
• Open all year
• English & Spanish

All
ProPAne

TAnks
Filled
Here

PROUDLY SERVING THE COMMUNITY SINCE 1970

Vincent S. Podmaska
vinny@grahaminsuranceinc.com

1465 Atwood Avenue
Johnston, RI 02919
Tel: 401-273-8700

WET LEAKY BASEMENT?
• PUMPS INSTALLED • UNDER FLOOR DRAINAGE

• FOUNDATION & BULKHEAD REPAIRS • EGRESS OPENINGS
LET A PROFESSIONAL SOLVE YOUR BASEMENT WATER PROBLEMS

(401) 516-3641
www.DivConServices.com

Diversified Services                       RI Reg. #9386

Local contractor that has successfully completed claim repairs of roofing and siding for over 20,000+ homes. 

We provide a free inspection of your home’s exterior and help you through the insurance process. 
We will meet your Insurance Adjuster when the damage is reviewed; then we will perform the 

repairs for your home at the price your Insurance Company agrees to pay. 

Call now,  for your free, NO OBLIGATION, home inspection
401-317-5009
John Szymkiewicz

RI Reg. 
#36055

Real Estate License

albert realtors® 
and the Real estate InstItute of Rhode Island are offering

fREE pre-license training

1050 Reservoir Ave, Cranston, RI 02910

Albert Scaralia, 

401-944-3377
online courSeS AvAilAble

(401) 461-5600     www.budgetrooterservice.com
Drain Problem? No Problem!

Just Call Jim!
40+ Years of Experience

Family Owned
And Operated

Servicing both Commercial and Residential Clients:
Main Sewer Lines • Sinks • Tubs • Showers • Floor Drains

Video Camera Pipe Inspection

“Why Pay More?”

47 Cedar Swamp Road, Smithfi eld, RI 02917

401-949-7800
Info@jsappliance.com

BROADWAY
APPLIANCE & TV

save energy shop local

www.jsappliance.com
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