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JOHNSTON

By CHRISTOPHER SHEA
Rhode Island Current

Gun safety advocates erupted in applause LAST 
Thursday evening as the House Judiciary Committee 
voted 9-5 to advance two Democratic bills seeking to 
strengthen the state’s gun storage law to the State 
House floor.

“This is a big deal, this will save lives,” Tony Moret-
tini, a volunteer for Moms Demand Action Rhode Is-
land, said after the vote.

By CHRISTOPHER SHEA
Rhode Island Current

Following an hour of debate, the Rhode Island House 
of Representatives voted Tuesday to approve a pair of 
bills seeking to set new rules on how firearms must be 
stored.

The Democratic-led chamber voted 46-24 to pass a 
bill by Rep. Justine Caldwell, an East Greenwich Demo-
crat, and identical legislation sponsored by Sen. Pamela 
Lauria, a Barrington Democrat, mandating that all fire-
arms not in use by the owner or another authorized 
user be stored in a locked container or equipped with a 
tamper-resistant lock. 

“This is a bill whose time has come,” House Judiciary 
Chairman Robert Craven, a North Kingstown Demo-
crat, said when introducing the legislation to the floor. 
“I believe it addresses a problem that has resulted in 
deaths.”

House passes safe weapons storage bills

PASSAGE - PAGE 8■

Gun law backed by family, 
friends of lost Johnston teen

DILLON - PAGE 8■

SAFER STORAGE: Claudia Townend of Charlestown holds a photo of Dillon Viens, 16, of Johnston, the victim 
of a fatal 2022 accidental shooting, in the west House Gallery during the House floor debate on a firearms safe 
storage bill on Tuesday, May 28, 2024. Dillon’s father, David Viens, is shown in the background at left, holding up 
a photo of his son. (Alexander Castro/Rhode Island Current)

STARS & STRIPES: 
Above, Johnston High School 

chorus members Katelyn Loffler, 
Trinity Blondin, Chelsea Mara-
hao, Joshua Sanford sang the 

national anthem at Johnston War 
Memorial Park’s Memorial Day 

Weekend Service. Below, John-
ston High School Music Director 
Ron Lamoureux played “Taps” at 

the Memorial Day ceremony, 
held on Saturday morning, May 

25. For more photos from the 
event, turn to page 10. 

(SunRise photos by 
Steve Popiel)

REMEMBRANCE

SunRise 
Staff Reports

According to the U.S. Attorney's Office, District of 
Rhode Island, the “leader of a fentanyl trafficking con-
spiracy that distributed and possessed enough fentanyl 
to create more than two million potentially lethal doses 
of the drugs has been sentenced to 10 years in federal 
prison.”

U.S. Attorney Zachary A. Cunha distributed a press 
release earlier this week, announcing the sentence and 
the seizure of more than two kilograms of fentanyl and 
two firearms.

Jonathan King, 33, of Johnston, “previously admitted 
to a federal judge that he arranged for the sale and de-
livery of thousands of fentanyl-laced pills, some of 
which were delivered at his direction by family mem-
bers, including his father, was convicted in U.S. District 
Court on June 7, 2022, of conspiracy to distribute more 
than 400 grams of fentanyl and distribution of 400 
grams or more of fentanyl,” according to prosecutors. 

He was sentenced Tuesday by U.S. District Court 
Chief Judge John J. McConnell Jr. to 120 months of in-
carceration to be followed by five years of federal su-
pervised release, according to Cunha’s office.

Johnston 
man gets 
10 years 
for fentanyl 
trafficking

DRUGS - PAGE 6■
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Brilliant Basement
Waterproofing, LLC
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BANKRUPTCY
 Flat $95000 Atty. Fee

Chapter 7 Bankruptcy
Payment Plan Available

Attorney David B. Hathaway
Former Chapter 7 Bankruptcy Trustee

401-738-3030
dhathawaysr@gmail.com

This firm is a debt relief agency

smithreglazing.com
LSmith@smithreglazing.com

Licensed and Insured #45582
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Submitted by 
the Candidate

Republican Richard 
Fascia has officially an-
nounced his campaign 
for state representative 
for the 42nd House Dis-
trict. 

“Today, I am proud to 
announce my candidacy 
for the Rhode Island 
House of Representa-
tives, District 42,” Fascia 
said. “With a lifetime 
dedicated to public ser-
vice, including 20 years 
in law enforcement with 
the Providence Police De-
partment, a decade aid-
ing the homeless, and 19 
years on the Johnston 
Zoning Board, I am ready 
to take the next step. 
Serving as the representa-
tive for the people of 
Johnston and Cranston 
will be the culmination of 
a career dedicated to 
serving others.”

Fascia said he is com-
mitted to engaging with 
voters throughout the 
campaign.

“I believe it's time for 
the voices of Johnstonians 
to be heard. It has been an 
honor to serve the John-
ston community,” Fascia 
said. One of my proudest 
accomplishments has 
been to lead the Johnston 
Zoning Board’s defeat of 
the 55,000 panel solar 
farm in the Windsor sec-
tion of town. I hope the 
people of Johnston will 
continue to support my 
efforts to represent them 
at the State House.”

“This campaign, like all 
political endeavors, is 
about the people, not the 
candidate,” he empha-
sized. “Over the next few 
months, I aim to meet 
with as many voters as 
possible to hear their con-

cerns and stories first-
hand. Understanding the 
needs and experiences of 
my constituents will not 
only empower me but al-
so strengthen the com-
munity I hope to repre-
sent as we move forward 
to the State House.”

“Rhode Island current-
ly holds the unfortunate 
ranking of 47th in fiscal 
stability, 40th in educa-
tion, and 48th in infra-
structure, in the nation 
this, despite a fourteen 
billion dollar budget, 
more than double that of 
states like Delaware or 
South Dakota,” Fascia 
said. “Rhode Islanders 
will face the repercus-
sions of the Washington 
Bridge issue for years, af-
fecting not just our daily 
routines but also our eco-
nomic outlook. As a re-
tired police officer, I in-

tend to pose challenging 
questions at Smith Hill 
and will expect concrete 
responses.”

For additional informa-
tion, visit Fascia’s website 
at www.FasciaRep42.
com. For further inqui-
ries, email Richard@Fas-
ciaRep42.com.

Fascia will likely face 
the winner of the Demo-
cratic Primary in Novem-
ber’s General Election. 
Democrats Kelsey Colet-
ta, Dennis Cardillo Jr., 
and incumbent District 42 
state Rep. Edward Cardi-
llo Jr. are competing 
against each other in a 
Democratic Primary re-
match this September. 
The three also ran against 
each other in 2022, and 
Ed Cardillo narrowly 
won the race. District 42 
contains parts of John-
ston and Cranston.

Richard Fascia announces District 
42 State Representative run

Richard Fascia 
(Submitted photo)

Editor’s Note: Are you running for office? If so, contact Johnston SunRise Editor Rory 
Schuler at rorys@rhodybeat.com. Send us your candidate announcement and a photo. We’ll 
edit only for style and publish your submission prior to the election. Please, no personal attacks 
on other candidates. We also welcome candidates to submit guest opinion columns and letters 
to the editor on important election issues. The Johnston SunRise strives to give all candidates a 
fair shot at reaching the voters via our newspaper. Candidates can also purchase advertising. For 
paid advertising questions, contact Donna Zarrella at dzarrella@rhodybeat.com.

There is room in the library’s chess program for kids grades 1-5 on Saturday, June 
1 from 10 to 11 a.m. Several seats may still be available during Dungeons and Drag-
ons for ages 9-12, Monday, June 17, from 5:30 to 7 p.m. Check the library’s website 
or call 231-4980.

Storytime runs through the first week in June, on Tuesdays at 10:30 a.m., with 
“Babies and Books” and Preschool Storytime Wednesdays at 10:30 a.m. 

Preschool yoga is June 12 at 10:30 a.m. No registration necessary. Yoga programs 
are sponsored by The Tri-County Community Action Agency, Health Equity Zone.

Ms. Pauline is a certified yoga teacher practicing since she was 17 years old. A 
former school teacher, she began programs to bring yoga to children and teachers 
in schools throughout Rhode Island. Children will be guided into gentle movement 
exercises using the power of their imagination. They will also learn breathing tech-
niques that calm and center them. It will be a time of joy, wonder and movement. 
Register for the class with Mohr Library.

Registration for the Library Summer Reading Program starts June 17.  More in-
formation about summer events to come.

Registration opened May 1 for the next series of STEAM and ArtSmart programs 
with Ms. Melyssa.

STEAM — Thursdays at 5 p.m. on June 6 (No class May 30). Children ages 6 to 9 
are invited to experiment, explore and build.

Art Smart for Ages 8 to 12 — Wednesdays from 4 to 5:30 p.m., through June 5. 
Have fun exploring different art styles, techniques and genres.

Art Smart Jr. for Ages 5 to 7 — Saturdays from 2 to 3 p.m. and 3:30-4:30 p.m., 
through June 8.  Have fun exploring different art styles, techniques and genres.

See more programs at mohrlibrary.org, where you can also sign up for our email 
list, or call 401-231-4980. The Library is at 1 Memorial Ave. in Johnston.

More at Mohr Library

Say you saw it in the Johnston SunRise
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2024 Fundraiser

SCAN ME

PROJECTUNDERCOVER.ORG

400 Knight Street, Warwick RI

June 13th

6-9pm

FUNDRAISER
2024

@
NYLO HOTEL

All funds support the Project 
Undercover mission to provide 
diapers, socks, wipes and ne-
cessities to thousands of chil-
dren and community partners 
throughout Rhode Island.

Special Guest:
Bekah Burger 
from 92ProFM

Live Music 
from Dave Perolman

Heavy h’orderves

Drink Ticket

Live & Silent 
Auction Prizes

Tickets: 
$50 each 
Two for $75 

“Diapers2”
with code 

By RICHARD J. DELFINO JR.
Special to the Sun Rise

The Johnston Senior Center Advisory Board is embarking on what they hope will be an annual 
fundraising initiative on behalf of the Johnston Senior Center.

The idea surfaced when board chairman Arnie Vecchione, known for his traditional recipes 
that he enjoys sharing online, mentioned his recollections of family members cooking when he 
was a child.

So many recipes, especially among Italian families, were never written down, and only remembered 
that they were prepared a certain way. 

The plan presented to the Advisory Board, was simple. Let’s get the information out there, have JSC 
members write down those recipes, their favorites, and add a short narrative or story that will accompany 
all the details.

The idea was sharing a recipe book, with all proceeds going to the Center. As board members discussed 
the idea, many reminisced of long gone food prepared by families and friends which were never recorded.

Arnie is hoping the recipe books will be the hottest local Christmas gift this year. We here at the JSC 
think he will be right.

Editor’s Note: Richard J. DelFino Jr. serves as Executive Director of the Johnston Senior Center, at 1291 Hartford 
Ave., Johnston. The Johnston Sun Rise regularly publishes a senior profile, called “Senior Spotlite,” submitted by 
the senior center.

Senior 
‘Spotlite’

Arnie Vecchione’s hungry, but he wants 
it the way your mama used to make it

He’s cookin’ up ideas
WHAT’S COOKIN: The Johnston Senior Center Advisory Board recently decided to collect family recipes and 
publish a book in time for the holidays. Board Chairman Arnie Vecchione cooked up the idea. (Photo courtesy 
Richard J. DelFino Jr.)

On May 8, Johnston State Rep. Ed Cardillo presented 
a $5,000 check to Louis Spremulli, President of Spirit of 
Hope, for the faith-based organization helping the com-
munity’s homeless and those in need.

Spremulli said Rep. Cardillo “has gone above and 
beyond what anyone has done for us.”

“He gets us funding, donated jackets and even goes 
to the streets with us,” Spremulli said. “Now, we can 
help more people according to our funding we receive. 
If you’re reading this article, see if you can put a few 
hours aside per month to get involved. Helping those in 
need should be on everyone’s mind in our society to-
day.”

Spirit of Hope 
accepts grant to 
help homeless

TAKEN FOR GRANTED: Johnston State Rep. Ed 
Cardillo presented a $5,000 check to Louis Spremulli, 
President of Spirit of Hope. (Courtesy photo)

Johnston Parks and Recreation Department an-
nounced Sumer Day Camp 2024 will begin on Monday, 
July 8, and ends on Friday, Aug. 16. 

Camp will be held Monday through Friday, 8:30 a.m. 
– 4:30 p.m. The age groups will be: 6-7,8-9 & 10-12 (age 
as of July 1, 2024).

The fee structure is as follows: one child, for six weeks 
at $975, or $250 per week, $75 per day; two children for 
six weeks at $1,400 (sibling discount), $450 per week, 
$110 per day; and three or more children for six weeks 
at $1,650 (sibling discount), $625 per week, $145 per day. 

Registrations and payments can be dropped at the 
recreation office at Johnston memorial Park from Mon-
day through Friday from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Camp 
must be paid in full by Friday, July 5, 2024.

Make checks payable to the Town of Johnston (check, 
money order or cash only accepted).

A minimum of $100 deposit is required, per family, to 
hold a spot. Birth certificates are required in order to 
qualify for the sibling rate. One week minimum notice 
to attend for a week or a day. No refunds will be issued 
once camp begins. For more information, call 272-3460.

Summer Day Camp signups start



Johnston Sun Rise4 Thursday, May 30, 2024

SunRise Scoops

SCOOP OF THE WEEK
May 30
Food Truck Thursday

June 4
The Larchmont, raised from the seabed

Tonight, Thursday, 
May 30, Johnston 
Food Truck 
Nights begin 
again at 5 p.m.

Join the crowd at Memo-
rial Park for delicious food, 
local beer and wine from 
Trinity Brewhouse, and live 
music, according to a post 
on the town’s social media 
accounts. The event prom-
ises a “family-friendly” 
event with no admission 
fee.

At 6:30 p.m. on June 4, Mohr Library will host a his-
tory presentation for adults titled "Larchmont Remem-
bered: The Greatest Story You’ve Never Heard!” The 
speaker will be Daniel Harrington, long-time monthly 
columnist for the Providence Journal and a Director for 
the Rhode Island Heritage Hall of Fame. The event 
promises to be “a gripping one-hour PowerPoint pre-
sentation telling the unforgettable story of the sinking 
of the passenger steamship Larchmont on a late night in 
February of 1907 when the  temperature was zero and 
the waves were 20 feet high off Watch Hill,” according 
to Library Director Jon Anderson. “A coal schooner 
came at the Larchmont downwind at high speed and 
rammed into them as they attempted to turn out of the 
way.  An unknown number of passengers went to the 
bottom in the dark, rapidly sinking ship, and many oth-
ers had no time to put on warm clothing as they found 
their way to deck.  Some lifeboats and rafts made it to 
Block Island where survivors were taken in by people 
all over the community. Digitally restored photos and 
eyewitness accounts buttress this remarkable story.” 
Some images are not suitable for very young children.  
Call the library at 231-4980 to register or email info@
mohrlibrary.org.

LARCHMONT 
REMEMBERED: 
Daniel Harrington, a Provi-
dence Journal columnist 
and Rhode Island Heritage 
Hall of Fame, will present 
"Larchmont Remembered: 
The Greatest Story You’ve 
Never Heard!” At right, 
This old edition of the 
Boston Herald captured 
the moment in time. 
(Courtesy photos)

The Rhode Island chap-
ter of the National Alliance 
on Mental Illness (NAMI-
RI) is now accepting regis-
tration for our June/July 
session of NAMI’s Family-
to-Family course which 
begins Wed., June 12.  
Course is on Wednesdays 
from 6 to 8:30 p.m. This is a 
free and virtual, 8-session 
educational program for 
family, significant others 
and friends of people with 
mental health conditions. 
It is a designated evidence-
based program, which 

means that research shows 
that the program signifi-
cantly improves the cop-
ing and problem-solving 
abilities of the people clos-
est to a person with a men-
tal health condition. NA-
MI-Rhode Island's Family-
to-Family course is taught 
by trained family members 
who have lived experience 
with a loved one, and in-
cludes presentations, dis-
cussions and interactive 
exercises. 

June 12 
NAMI-RI: Registration open 

SCOOPS - PAGE 5■
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DO YOU NEED 
A NEW ROOF?
If So, I Bet The Last Thing You Want To Do RIGHT NOW 
Is Spend $15,000-$25,000 or More On A New Roof!

Call the Roof Assistance Hotline at 401-954-9012 to learn 
how you may qualify to replace your old roof  for $5,000-$6,000 

of your own personal funds, regardless of roof size.
This is not a loan or a grant so there is no application to fill out and no home appraisal 

required. Qualifying is strictly based on a free assessment of your current roof.

Who this program is for:
1. Homeowners with medium, large or 

extra-large roofs
2. This program is not based on financial 

hardship. In fact, many homeowners 
that we assist are considered somewhat 
affluent

3. Homeowners with a roof that is between 
10-35 years old are ideal

Who this program is NOT for:
1. Homeowners with smaller than average roofs
2. Homeowners that have replaced sections of 

their roof over the years, piece by piece
3. Homeowners with roofs that are less than 10 

years old
4. Homeowners that a have a roof in absolutely 

terrible condition that probably needed to be 
replaced many, many years ago

Call the Hotline at 

401-954-9012 
for your free roof assessment or go to 

www.roofassistancehotline.com

Reg#11374

June 22
ClamCake & Chowder

On Saturday, June 22, at 6 p.m., Our 
Redeemer Lutheran Church, at 54 Ce-
dar Swamp Road, will host its annual 
Clam Cake & Chowder Dinner. In addi-
tion to clam cakes, chowder and cole-
slaw, there will be hot dogs available for 
kids. For dessert, there will be straw-
berry shortcake with whipped cream. 
The cost is $15 for adults and $8 for 
children ages 5-12. A portion of the pro-
ceeds will benefit Phil’s Friends, a 
Christian nonprofit organization dedi-
cated to bringing Christ-centered hope 
and support to those affected by cancer 
(www.philsfriends.org). Please call 401-
232-7575 for reservations before June 
16.

June 22 
Strawberry Festival

Smith Castle invites the public to join 
in celebrating the annual Strawberry 
Festival on Saturday, June 22, from 
12:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., Smith’s Castle, 
55 Richard Smith Drive, North Kings-
town. This family friendly event will 
feature puppeteer Dan Butterworth, as 
well as pop singer Jesse Liam. Colonial 
games, activities, and crafts will be pro-
vided by our junior docents, as well as 
pony rides for children. Vendors will 
also be onsite, and Smith Castle famous 
strawberry shortcake will be for sale. 
Visitors to the historic house museum 
will be welcomed by docents in period 
attire and be able to tour the downstairs 
interior of the former home and grounds 
of the prominent Smith and Updike 
families. A special exhibit will feature 
collections from the Narragansett Bay 
Quilt Association. Admission to Straw-
berry Festival is $10 per adult, $8 for 
seniors and military, $6 for children 
over 6 years of age. Family Cap is $25. 
This event was made possible by the 
generosity of the North Kingstown Arts 
Council, and the volunteers and staff of 
The Cocumscussoc Association.

July 20 
1974 CHSE Reunion

Cranston East High School, class of 
1974, will hold its 50th Reunion on Sat-
urday, July 20, at the Radisson Hotel 
(Airport), 2081Post Road, Warwick, 
from 6 to 11 p.m. The reunion features 
live music by Brass Attack, a dinner 
buffet, and a cocktail hour with live pi-
ano music. Tickets: $100 pp. Send checks 
to: CHSE Reunion, 301 Oaklawn Ave, 
Apt. 205, Cranston, RI 02920. Keep up 
with Reunion news on the class Face-
book page: CHSE Cranston East High 
School Class of 1974. Email your contact 
information or ask questions: 
chse1974reunion@gmail.com. There are 
rooms at the hotel at a special group 
rate for attendees. Call (401) 298-2294 
and mention CHSE Class of 1974 Re-
union or see the link on the class Face-
book page.

July 27 
Tolman High 60th Reunion 

The Class of 1964, Tolman High 
School, Pawtucket, will hold its 60th 
reunion on Saturday, July 27, from 2 to 
6 p.m. at the Wyndham Newport Re-
sort, 240 Aquidneck Avenue, Middle-
town.  Reservation deadline is July 1. 
For more information, please contact:  
nwalshdsigns@gmail.com.

Aug. 3
2014 JHS Reunion

The Johnston High School Class of 
2014 will be hosting its 10-Year Reunion 
this summer! The event will be on Sat-
urday, Aug. 3, at R1 Entertainment from 
5 to 9 p.m. The venue is located at 100 
Higgins Ave., Lincoln. Tickets are $50 a 
person, which includes food and a 
drink ticket. For more information, you 
can visit the following link below: 
https://sites.google.com/view/jhs-
201410year/home.

The class has an optional “Where are 
they now?” Form on the website that 
they encourage fellow alumni to fill out 
(they will put together a presentation 
for everyone who participated).

“We hope to see you all at the reunion 
this summer!” wrote Jordan Villella, the 
class member organizing the reunion. 

Sept. 14
1964 CHSE Reunion 

Cranston East High School Class of 
1964 will be holding its 60th reunion on 
Saturday, Sept. 14, from 6:30 to 11 p.m. 
at the Prata Club, 29 Walnut Grove Av-
enue, Cranston.  Music by Ron Giorgio.  
Menu: Chicken Francaise/NY Sirloin/
Honey Mustard Salmon. Tickets: $65 
pp.  Check’s payable to Lucille Lonar-
do, 129 Colwell St., Cranston, RI 02920. 
Please RSVP your choice of dinner to 
Marie Spolidoro Monti (401-944-9646) 
or Cheryl Mangasarian Klein (401-575-
0659).  Seating is limited.

Sept. 28 
1974 Pilgrim High Reunion 

Pilgrim High School Class of 1974 
will hold its 50th reunion on Sat., Sept. 
28, at the Quonset O Club, 200 Lt. James 
Brown Rd., North Kingston, at 6 p.m. 
Please contact Jack at bosjpb1bender@
gmail.com or Sue at srice311@gmail.
com for further information. Registra-
tion deadline: Sept. 14.

Nov. 30
WVMHS Holds 50th

Warwick Veterans Memorial High 
School Class of 1974, will hold its 50th 
Reunion on Sat., Nov. 30, at the Quonset 
"O" Club, 200 Lt. James Brown Rd., 
North Kingstown. The Reunion Com-
mittee is actively seeking to contact our 
classmates.  Please email your current 
address as soon as possible to receive an 
invitation to: wvmhs7450@gmail.com.

Pilgrim High School Class of 1975 
50th Reunion, “Time in a Bottle,” is cur-
rently being planned. Organizers need 
to find contact information for class-
mates as well as information regarding 
those who have passed.  Organizers are 
looking for email address, cell phone 
numbers, home phones and mailing ad-
dresses. If you are not a PHS 1975 
graduate, but have a family member or 
friend who is/was, please contact: Dean 
Plowman dean695@gmail.com.  The 
date, time and venue for the reunion 
has not yet been determined but will be 
forthcoming.

ONGOING 
SCOOPS

Help OSDRI restock!
Operation Stand Down Rhode Island 

needs your help. Their food pantry 
needs a major restocking. See a list of 
needed nonperishable items in the pho-
to.

Like many people, OSDRI’s clients 
have been faced with some real obsta-
cles these past couple of years. With 
your help, they pledge to always be 
there to give a hand up for veterans and 
their families in need.

Items can be dropped off Monday 
through Friday, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., at 
OSDRI’s main office, 1010 Hartford 
Ave., Johnston. If you have any ques-
tions or would like more information, 
call the OSDRI office at 401-383-4730.

NAMI-RI Offers Family
Support Groups 

The RI chapter of the National Alli-
ance on Mental Illness (NAMI-RI) offers 
free support groups for families and 
friends of loved ones who are strug-
gling with their mental health. The 
groups are led by trained facilitators 
who also have lived experience as fam-
ily members themselves. The group 
meetings last about 1.5 hours, and ev-
eryone who participates in the meeting 
gets a chance to share.  The other mem-
bers of the group try to offer help and 
resources, when appropriate, based on 
their own experiences. More informa-
tion and full schedule can be found at 
namirhodeisland.org. or call 401-331-
3060. No pre-registration for these 
monthly groups is necessary.

First Thursday at 6 p.m.  IN PERSON 
ONLY at the Rochambeau Library in 
the Community Room, Rochambeau 
Library, 708 Hope Street, Providence 
(NEW-starts Aug.)

Second Tues. at 5 p.m.  IN PERSON 
ONLY at the Middletown Public Li-
brary in the Community Room. Middle-
town Library, 700 West Main Road, 
Middletown.

Third Tues. at 6:30 p.m. MEETS VIA 
ZOOM ONLY Please call 401-331-3060 

or email info@namirhodeisland.org for 
the Zoom link

Fourth Wed. at 6 p.m. IN PERSON 
ONLY at the Hope Valley Grange, 
#71116 Main Street, Hope Valley.

Volunteer with NAMI-RI 
The RI chapter of the National Alli-

ance on Mental Illness (NAMI-RI) is 
currently seeking volunteers to facili-
tate our family programs in 2024. Free 
training is required and available for 
interested persons who have a loved 
one struggling with mental health is-
sues. Together with our grassroots vol-
unteers, we work every day to provide 
help and hope to millions of Americans. 
Volunteers are essential to the work that 
we do at NAMI Rhode Island, and we 
are always seeking enthusiastic people 
to help us achieve our mission. For 
more information about our family pro-
grams and volunteer training, email 
beth@namirhodeisland.org, call the 
NAMI-RI office 401-331-3060 or visit 
our website at namirhodeisland.org.

Soul of ‘71 
Scholarship Fund 

In 2021, the Johnston High School 
Class of 1971 established The Soul of 
1971 Scholarship Fund at The Rhode 
Island Foundation. The Class of ‘71 is 
the first class in the history of the John-
ston School System to establish a per-
manent Fund.The Fund currently 
stands at $23,031. Scholarships have 
been awarded in 2022 and 2023 to de-
serving JHS seniors. For additional in-
formation or to donate, contact Harold 
J. Hemberger at hembergerharold@
gmail.com. All funds on deposit are 
managed by The Rhode Island Founda-
tion.

Editor’s Note: Send submissions to Sun 
Rise Editor Rory Schuler at rorys@rhodyb-
eat.com or Front Desk Coordinator Ida 
Zecco at idaz@rhodybeat.com. Photos in jpg 
format are accepted and news can include 
community events, promotions, academic 
news and nonprofit events. Email today and 
see your news in our column in the John-
ston Sun Rise. Please include a daytime 
telephone number in case we require any 
further information.

SunRise Scoops

Advertise Today 
732-3100
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BEACONCOMMUNICATIONS

IS HIRING!
ADVERTISING SALES REPRESENTATIVES
Join our team for an 

opportunity to work in 
a friendly, community 
based environment.
Seeking a “people 

person” with strong 
organizational skills. 

Sales experience and 
knowledge of basic 
computer skills are 
preferred, but will train 
the right candidate. Base 
Salary + Commission. 
Health Benefi ts, 401K. 

Interested candidates 
can e-mail their 

resume to 

donnaz@
rhodybeat.com

F U L L  T I M E  /  PA RT  T I M E

From the Staff

Starting on Mondays, July 8, the Senior Center’s Steve McGrath Photog-
raphy Class will return if five students sign up. The cost is $100 per person. 
And the instructor, Steve, will be taking the class out to different locations. 
Please sign up with the front desk. Five people are needed for this class to 
go!

Come and enjoy our exercise night classes on Monday, with Fran, at 6 
p.m., and on Tuesday, with Deb, at 6 p.m.

Doors open at 3:30 p.m. for Wednesday night Bingo (the game starts at 
5:30 p.m.).

On Thursday and Friday Bingo starts at 2 p.m.
Check out The Book Club with Mary, on May 28. The group is reading 

“Blind Knowledge” by Elizabeth Splaine. They meet at 10 a.m.
A new event at the center: High Lo Jack on Tuesday nights starting on 

June 11 at 6 p.m., through July 30. Cost is $5 per week.

Weekly Fun
Monday — Arts and Crafts

Tuesday — Quilting, High Lo Jack
Wednesday — Poker

Thursday — Mar Jong
Thursday & Friday — Bingo

Upcoming Activities
•	 Mondays — Walk away the pounds, 9-9:30 a.m.; Arts & Crafts, 10:30 

a.m.; Hi Lo Jack, 12:30 p.m.; Yoga & Pilates w/Fran, 6 p.m.
•	 Tuesday — Walk away the pounds, 9-9:30 a.m.
•	 Wednesday — Walk away the pounds, 9-9:30 a.m.; Quilting, 9:30 a.m.; 

Zumba, 10 a.m.; Fit & Strong –Chair, 11 a.m.
•	 Thursday — Walk away the pounds, 9-9:30 a.m.; Mahjong, 9:30 a.m.; 

Chair Yoga, 10 a.m.; Bone Builders, 11 a.m.
•	 Friday — Walk away the pounds, 9-9:30 a.m.; Line Dancing, 10 a.m.; 

Fit & Strong-Chair, 11 a.m.

Johnston Senior Center Highlights

“The defendant’s drug distribution network put 
countless Rhode Island lives at risk for his own selfish 
gain,” Cunha said. “This prosecution, and today’s de-
cade-long sentence should make one thing clear: in a 
time when overdose rates in our state remain at crisis 
levels, and every city and town in Rhode Island has 
seen opioid overdose deaths, we are determined to use 
every federal law enforcement tool at our disposal to 
stop combat significant opioid traffickers.”

“The state of Rhode Island is faced with a fentanyl 
crisis unlike ever before as deaths continue to soar,” 
said Acting DEA Special Agent in Charge Stephen P. 
Belleau, New England Field Division. “Those respon-
sible for distributing lethal drugs like fentanyl dis-
guised in pills to the citizens of Rhode Island need to be 
held accountable for their actions. Today’s sentence 
holds Mr. King accountable for his crimes and we will 
continue to work with our law enforcement partners to 
put other callous distributers like him behind bars. 

Make no mistake, DEA will aggressively pursue Drug 
Trafficking Organizations who are distributing this poi-
son in order to profit and destroy people’s lives.”

At Tuesday’s sentencing hearing, King was also “or-
dered to forfeit proceeds derived from his drug traffick-
ing activities to include a Jaguar XF and $6,750 in cash 
seized at the time of his arrest on July 20, 2021,” accord-
ing to the U.S. Attorney’s Office.

In June 2022, prosecutors said that King, then 31, 
“admitted to the court that on May 25, 2021, he ar-
ranged to sell and have delivered 4,000 fentanyl pills to 
a person who arranged for the purchase while under 
surveillance by members of the Rhode Island DEA 
Drug Task Force. King sold the same individual an ad-
ditional 1,000 fentanyl pills on two dates in June 2021.”

The case was prosecuted by Assistant U.S. Attorney 
G. Michael Seaman, with the assistance of Assistant 
U.S. Attorney Lee H Vilker, and investigated by the 
Rhode Island Drug Task Force, comprised of personnel 
from the DEA; Internal Revenue Service Criminal In-
vestigation; Rhode Island State Police (RISP); Amtrak 
Police; and officers from the Cranston, Middletown, 
Newport, Pawtucket, Providence, Warwick and Woon-
socket police departments.

■ Drugs
(Continued from page 1)

TEA FOR 55: The Johnston Historical Society hosted 55 paying guests at their recent country Victorian tea 
party, which was held at Anthony Ricci's barn on Morgan Avenue in Johnston. (Photo courtesy Louis McGowan)
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JOHNSTON

To the Editor:
In the Johnston SunRise May 9 edition, the two Demo-

crat Candidates, Richard J. DelFino  III and Andrew 
Dimitri, running for State Senate D-25, had the opportu-
nity to address real pertinent issues (“Two Johnston can-
didates declare run for D-25 state Senate seat”); unfortu-
nately, all we got was fluff. 

Their combined presentations only addressed higher 
COLAs for retired civil servants, hiring mental healthcare 
workers for our public schools, crimes relating to vandal-
ism and graffiti, enforcing speeding tickets, prohibiting 
panhandling on our roadways and wasting more money 
on public education. Note: nationally our state ranks #36 
for education, #47 for fiscal stability, #45 infrastructure, 
#33 for job opportunities and noted for worst state to re-
tire. 

As for crime, why aren’t they addressing the outra-
geous expense of incarceration at approximately $80,000 
per inmate, mandatory sentencing guidelines, rehabilita-
tion requirements or death penalties when citizens are 
savagely brutally murdered and speedy trials etc.?

As for public education, why aren’t they advocating 
supporting private and religious education, via school 
vouchers, that are much better, less expensive and allevi-
ate many concerns parents have regarding the liberal in-
doctrination that’s been going on across public education?

What about the need for welfare reform such as com-
munity base housing and reforms that would prevent 
fraud and abuse that are now epidemic? What about Tort 
reform, as everyone is suing one another over little fender 
benders that drive up insurance costs and enrich lawyers? 
What about the dangers and concerns of undocumented 
immigration in our state that's costing millions of dollars 
annually?

If municipalities had the freedom to acquire their ser-
vices cost effectively, via privatization and regionalizing 
various services, the savings would be in the hundreds of 

millions annually. The endless outrageous contractual 
agreements, that never should have been, now enslave 
every Rhode Islander. Note: our municipalities now have 
more retirees than current employees. As for Johnston we 
have approximately 385 full time employees and 641 retir-
ees now costing $7.4 million for continued paid healthcare 
and climbing.

As Rhode Islanders realize the need for pragmatic com-
monsense laws, policies and programs, that would reflect 
the will of the people, what about a “Voter Initiative” 
process to enable the citizenry to introduce or overturn 
laws, programs and policies when they see a need for it.

The truth is our blue state representation believes we 
are only smart enough to vote them into office. As for eli-
gible nonvoters, they need only know one thing; approxi-
mately 80% of our elected officials are Democrats in which 
balanced representation would enable reforms that would 
enhance the livelihood for every honest hardworking 
Rhode Islander, especially our elderly living on limited 
incomes.         

In closing, our society is on life-support via greed, igno-
rance and uncaring attitudes, as the unions and nowadays 
socialist communist perverse Democratic Party are one in 
the same.

Yes, we all have family, friends and dear neighbors in 
civil service, but we must be honest with ourselves. Over 
the years I ran in 10 local elections, including mayoral, in 
which I had been told by a few civil servants if they ever 
expressed at a union meeting that they supported me they 
could lose their jobs; let that sink in. When you consider 
the direction of our society; truth be told, "Not Fluff," our 
children, grandchildren and their children won't have a 
prayer in hell of a chance to realize the American Dream 
of Freedom, Opportunity and Prosperity.

Peter A. Filippi III, of Johnston

D-25 candidates offer nothing but fluffA win for common sense gun laws

On Tuesday, by a vote of 45-25, the House 
passed legislation that would strengthen 
and bolster the responsible, safe storage 
of firearms. The measure is now headed 
to the Senate.

The bill, H7373 in the House (introduced by Rep. 
Justine Caldwell), and S2202 in the Senate (sponsored 
by state Sen. Pam Lauria), takes the existing safe stor-
age law in Rhode Island and strengthens it with ad-
ditional expectations for gun owners and by enacting 
increasingly penalties for infractions of that law.

This bill carefully fulfills the intended definition of 
so-called “common sense gun legislation” that is so 
often touted by gun control advocates, but which all 
too often results in amorphous or overly broad legal 
language that reduces the efficacy of those intentions.

In this in-
stance, this bill 
clearly demon-
strates that it is a 
gun owner’s re-
sponsibility to 
prevent their 
firearm from fall-

ing into the hands of anyone who should not have 
access to it; be that a child or a person who is not le-
gally allowed to have a gun. It sets an expectation that 
gun owners realize the incredible responsibility that 
comes with owning a gun, and that serious conse-
quences will be realized if that responsibility is ne-
glected, be it a small fine for a small offense or a po-
tentially lengthy prison term if their gun is used to 
commit a crime by someone who should not have 
been able to access it.

More than simply legislate these expectations with-
out further explanation, the bill also makes serious 
strides to increase education and awareness around 
the topic, requiring licensed dealers to include gun 
locks for shotguns and rifles (in addition to pistols, 
which is already the law), and to display signage (at 
no expense to them) that warns customers about the 
inherent dangers that come with owning a gun, and 
how it is now their responsibility to keep preventable 
harm from happening at risk of fines or imprison-
ment. The legislation goes further to require school 
districts to distribute a pamphlet of information on 
the safe storage requirement to families each year, 
furthering the inability for someone to claim igno-
rance about this important issue.

Those who oppose gun control legislation so often 
point to the notion that responsible gun owners are 
the ones victimized by policies that only target irre-
sponsible gun owners. This legislation will do noth-
ing to harm gun owners who already do the right 
thing by keeping their guns away from those who 
should not have it, and creates an environment of 
greater accountability for those who don’t exercise 
the same level of care.

We consider this bill to be the very epitome of com-
mon sense gun legislation that Second Amendment 
advocates and those who want stricter gun laws 
should all be able to agree on. If it saves even one life 
by being enacted, it is more than worth it.

Urgent action needed to support RI youth 
GUEST OPINION

By RI State Senators Sandra 
Cano, Alana DiMario, Louis  

DiPalma, Valarie Lawson 
& Joshua Miller

“We are not meeting our shared 
obligation to some of Rhode Island’s 
most vulnerable children,” we wrote 
in 2021, in an opinion piece intended 
to highlight the urgent need to im-
prove our treatment programs for 
youth with behavioral health issues, 
and particularly girls. “This is an 
emergency. It is also an equity issue 
that needs to be addressed as soon as 
possible.”

It is extremely troubling that those 
same words are just as applicable to-
day as they were when we first wrote 
them. On May 13, US Attorney Zach-
ary A. Cunha described an “appall-
ing failure” of our state to appropri-
ately meet the needs of children with 
behavioral health issues, particularly 
girls. He outlined a situation in which 
hundreds of Rhode Island children 
were hospitalized, usually at Bradley 
Hospital, for unnecessarily lengthy 
periods of time.

We are failing these children, and, 
frankly, it is unjustifiable.

So again today, we are calling for 
urgent action to address this situa-
tion. We need to work together – all of 
us, the Legislature, Governor McKee, 
the Department of Children Youth & 
Families (DCYF), the Department of 
Education (RIDE) – to address the 
systemic failures that have led to this 
situation.

Firstly, it is important to say how 
much we value and respect the work 
taking place at the DCYF and RIDE. 
We appreciate the difficulty of the 
jobs they do and their dedication to 
the children and families in our state.

Let us all work together, with in-
creased urgency, to provide sustained 
investments in supportive services 
throughout the continuum of care, 
including at home and at school – 

and in those services between coun-
seling and hospitalization – to ensure 
our children receive the supports 
they need in the most appropriate 
settings.

These issues have been – and con-
tinue to be – priorities for us in the 
Senate. We have advanced legislation 
and conducted several oversight 
hearings with DCYF and RIDE in our 
efforts to improve treatment and to 
ensure that children are receiving 
quality education regardless of their 
placement. To that end, it is absolute-
ly imperative that RIDE ensure all 
children, including those placed at 
Bradley, have an educational plan in 
place.

In the Senate, we have prioritized 
– and in 2022 the General Assembly 
provided $57 million to fund – two 
residential treatment facilities, one for 
psychiatric treatment and one for be-
havioral health treatment. While it is 
important that these facilities are 
brought online as expeditiously as 
possible, this will not be enough to 
solve the problems we are facing, as 
Mr. Cunha noted.

The General Assembly also appro-
priated $22.9 million in wage stabili-
zation funds to help DCYF recruit 
and retain qualified staff. However, 
these funds were temporary by na-
ture. Another critical step is for the 
department to enter into new con-
tracts that increase reimbursement 
rates to providers. These contracts are 
long overdue, and we hope and ex-
pect that they will be awarded soon.

Additionally, we expect that the 
Senate will again pass legislation (S-
2705) requiring DCYF to conduct pe-
riodic comprehensive needs assess-
ments to determine whether the de-
partment’s programs and services 
meet the needs of children and fami-
lies in their care, assess client accessi-
bility, and collect data to develop 
goals and measurable objectives for 
new and existing programs and ser-

vices. This data is an important step 
as we work to strategically improve 
our systems of care.

Finally, we need an Olmstead Plan.
The Supreme Court ruled in Olm-

stead v. L.C. that states must make 
services available to individuals with 
disabilities in the most integrated set-
ting possible. That decision was in 
1999. While this administration – and 
prior administrations – have worked 
towards compliance, we remain the 
only state in New England, and one 
of just a few in the nation, that lacks a 
plan.

Therefore, the Senate is scheduled 
to consider legislation (S-2618) that 
would create, by statute, an Olmstead 
Planning Commission to develop this 
long-needed plan to better serve peo-
ple vulnerable to unnecessary institu-
tionalization. Too often, we have 
made decisions based on short-term 
budgetary pressures, and that has led 
us to the insufficient services in place 
today. However once in place, better 
care, in more appropriate settings, 
will not just benefit the individuals 
being served; it is also more cost ef-
fective.

The extremely troubling findings 
by the US Attorney are a reminder 
that we can and we must prioritize 
sustained investments throughout 
our continuum of care to better serve 
Rhode Island’s most vulnerable chil-
dren and families.

Editor’s Note: This op-ed piece was 
signed by Senators Sandra Cano (D-
Dist. 8, Pawtucket), Alana DiMario (D-
Dist. 36, Narragansett, North Kings-
town, New Shoreham), Louis DiPalma 
(D-Dist. 12, Middletown, Newport, Lit-
tle Compton, Tiverton) and Joshua Miller 
(D-Dist. 28, Cranston, Providence); all 
are committee chairpersons in the Rhode 
Island Senate. Sen. Valarie Lawson (D-
Dist.14, East Providence) is Senate Ma-
jority Whip.
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LegaL
Notices

Public Auction
Legal Notice

To: American Credit Acceptance 
961 E Main st Spartanburg,Sc. Della 
Doryeh Nimely 999 Merrimac Way 
Lawrenceville GA. A public auction 
will be held at 775 Hartford Ave 
Johnston  RI on June 8, 2024 at 
900 am. The vehicle a 2019 Infiniti  
3PCAJ5M13KF125029 belonging to 
the above. the auction being held is 
to satisfy towing and storage fees.

5/30/24

The legislation now 
heads to the Senate for a 
vote. Senate spokesperson 
Greg Paré said both bills 
will likely be scheduled 
for a floor vote Tuesday, 
June 4. 

Under the legislation, 
unsafe storage of guns 
would be a civil offense 
punishable by a fine of up 
to $250 for the first offense 
and $1,000 for the second. 
A subsequent violation 
would be a criminal charge 

punishable by up to six 
months in prison and a 
fine of up to $500. 

Under an existing state 
law passed in 1995, gun 
owners convicted of 
“criminal storage of a fire-
arm” can be fined up to 
$1,000 if a loaded firearm 
left within reach of a child 
age 16 or younger causes 
an injury to the child or 
others.

The pair of bills would 
also revise the existing law 
to increase the severity of 
the criminal storage of a 
firearm charge to a first-
degree charge, which 
would make it punishable 
by up to five years in pris-
on and up to $5,000 in 
fines in cases where a child 
or a person prohibited 
from using the firearm is 
injured.

“Leaving a lethal weap-
on where anyone else can 
use it is an invitation to 
tragedy,” Caldwell said in 
a statement. “Ensuring 
that all weapons are stored 
in a way that keeps them 
out of the hands that 
shouldn’t touch them pro-
tects not only the public in 
general, but gun owners 
and their families in par-

ticular. 
Both bills also require 

school districts to inform 
students and their families 
of the importance of prop-
er firearm storage and 
safety. Additionally, fire-
arms dealers would have 
to display a sign contain-
ing a warning that “access 
to a firearm in the home 
significantly increases the 
risk of suicide, death dur-
ing domestic violence dis-
putes, and the uninten-
tional death of children, 
household members, or 
others.”

Caldwell’s bill was 
amended ahead of the 
floor vote to clarify who 
would be subject to the 
law. 

Penalties for not storing 
a firearm would not apply 
to would not apply if the 
weapon is being carried or 
“can be readily retrieved 
and used,” according to 
the legislation.

Lauria’s bill, which was 
passed by the Senate in 
March, has also since been 
amended to include this 
change.

The legislation has the 
support of the state’s five 
general officers, which in-

cludes Gov. Dan McKee 
and Attorney General Pe-
ter Neronha. But Second 
Amendment advocates 
oppose strengthening the 
state’s safe storage law 
and have repeatedly ar-
gued that requiring guns 
to be stored in a locked 
container could delay a 
gun owner’s efforts to pro-
tect themselves and their 
families. 

“This particular bill ren-
ders firearm ownership 
practically useless in terms 
of defense,” said House 
Minority Leader Mike 
Chippendale, a Foster Re-
publican. “Those seconds 
will make a big difference 
when I’m trying to defend 
my family and I cannot get 
to my safe or find the key 
to my safe or forget the 
password because I’m un-
der pressure because 
there’s a maniac trying to 
kill my children,” he said.

Rep. Patricia Morgan, a 
West Warwick Republican, 
called the legislation “an-
other attack on gun own-
ership. She also took aim 
at the messaging used by 
firearm safety advocates.

“As for mental health 
and suicide, you’re just 

putting that on this legisla-
tion to make it look good,” 
Morgan said.  

That elicited a few 
groans from lawmakers 
and audience members in 
the gallery.

“It’s just astounding 
that someone would dare 
to stand on this floor and 
say that,” said Rep. Teresa 
Tanzi, a South Kingstown 
Democrat.

On average, 51 Rhode 
Islanders are killed by 
guns and 165 people are 
wounded every year, Ev-
erytown for Gun Safety 
reports. That’s a rate of 4.7 
deaths per 100,000 people. 
More than 60% of these 
deaths are self-inflicted.

Rep. Carol Hagan 
McEntee, a South Kings-
town Democrat, assured 
opponents of the bill 
“we’re not taking your 
guns away.”

“We’re telling you to 
lock them up,” she said. 
“You can live with this.”

Gun safety advocates, 
many of whom crowded 
the House gallery in their 
orange and red t-shirts, 
applauded the legisla-
tion’s passage through the 
House.

“The bottom line is that 
secure gun storage prac-
tices are an effective step 
we can take to keep guns 
out of children’s hands 
and save the lives of chil-
dren, teens and adults,” 
Rhode Island Coalition 
Against Gun Violence Ex-
ecutive Director Melissa 
Carden said in a state-
ment. 

Moms Demand Action 
Rhode Island volunteer 
Amy Herlihy said the pas-
sage was a long time com-
ing.

“We need to do every-
thing we can to prevent 
gun violence” she said in 
an interview. “Every child 
should be able to grow up 
in a neighborhood where 
they’re safe and they’re 
able to do things every 
child can do.”

Editor’s Note: Christopher 
Shea covers politics, the crim-
inal justice system and trans-
portation for the Rhode Is-
land Current. Rhode Island 
Current is part of States 
Newsroom, the nation’s larg-
est state-focused nonprofit 
news organization. Read 
more Current stories at 
rhodeislandcurrent.com.

■ Passage
(Continued from page 1)

The amended legislation sponsored 
by Rep. Justine Caldwell of East Green-
wich and Sen. Pamela Lauria of Bar-
rington requires that all firearms not in 
use by the owner or another authorized 
user be stored in a locked container or 
equipped with a tamper-resistant lock.  

Unsafe storage of guns would also be 
a civil offense punishable by a fine of up 
to $250 for the first offense and $1,000 
for the second. A subsequent violation 
would be punishable by up to six 
months in prison and a fine of up to 
$500. Under existing state law, which 
was passed in 1995, gun owners can be 
fined up to $1,000 if a loaded firearm is 
left within a child’s reach — but only if 
the child injures themselves or others.

Under the proposed amended law, if 
a child or a person prohibited from us-

ing the firearm is injured, the gun own-
er could face a first-degree charge of 
criminal storage of a firearm with up to 
five years in prison and $5,000 in fines.

The advancement of the bill was es-
pecially personal for David Viens of 
Johnston, whose 16-year-old son Dillon 
died in 2022 of a gunshot to his right 
eye from a weapon that was not safely 
stored.

“My son would be alive today if his 
friend’s gun was properly stored,” Vi-
ens said in an interview, fighting 
through tears. “To come to the State 
House and fight for justice, it’s not easy 
— very overwhelming.

Voting against the bill were Demo-
crats David Bennett of Warwick, Arthur 
Corvese of North Providence, and 
Thomas Noret of Coventry. Republicans 
David Place of Burrillville and Sherry 
Roberts of West Greenwich also op-
posed the legislation.

Rep. Jason Knight, a Barrington Dem-
ocrat who co-sponsored Caldwell’s leg-

islation, was not present for Thursday’s 
vote. 

Caldwell and Lauria’s bills made the 
House calendar on Tuesday, May 28, 
said chamber spokesperson Larry Ber-
man.

Opponents of the legislation have re-
peatedly argued that requiring guns to 
be stored in a locked container could 
delay their efforts to protect themselves 
and their families. To address this, 
Caldwell said the requirement would 
not apply if the firearm is being carried 
or “can be readily retrieved and used.”

“We wanted to make these as clear as 
possible since these bills are more likely 
to be challenged in court,” she said in 
an interview before the vote.

Lauria’s bill, which was passed by the 
Senate in March, has also since been 
amended to include this change. Should 
her legislation clear the House next 
week, it will have to go before the full 
Senate again.

But Rhode Island Second Amend-

ment Coalition President Frank Saccoc-
cio said the language in Caldwell’s leg-
islation is still too vague.

“If you go from one judge to another 
judge, you’re going to get differing 
opinions,” he said. “If I get up to an-
swer the door and leave a gun on the 
table, the judge may find that to not be 
readily accessible — it’s another en-
croachment into Second Amendment 
rights without proper safeguards.”

Viens said he understands the oppo-
sition from Saccoccio and other gun 
owners, but said keeping weapons 
properly stored “just comes down to 
common sense.”

“If you’re not home, just lock your 
guns up,” he said.

EDITOR’S NOTE: Christopher Shea cov-
ers politics, the criminal justice system and 
transportation for the Rhode Island Cur-
rent. Rhode Island Current is part of States 
Newsroom, the nation’s largest state-fo-
cused nonprofit news organization.

MOMS’ APPROVAL: Advocates from Moms Demand Action and the Rhode Island 
Coalition Against Gun Violence celebrate the House Judiciary Committee’s decision 
to advance two safe weapons storage bills to the House floor on May 23, 2024. To 
the far right is Rhode Island Second Amendment Coalition President Frank Saccoc-
cio, who was not pleased with the committee’s vote. (Christopher Shea/Rhode Is-
land Current)

■ Dillon
(Continued from page 1)

TURNING LOSS INTO LEGISLATION: David Viens of Johnston watches as mem-
bers of the House Judiciary Committee vote to advance legislation mandating safe 
weapons storage to the House Floor on May 23. Viens’ 16-year-old son Dillon died 
in 2022 from a gun that was improperly stored. (Christopher Shea/Rhode Island 
Current)

CALL FOR STRENGTH: Gun safety advocates watch the Rhode 
Island House of Representatives debate legislation to strengthen 
rules for how guns must be stored from the House Gallery on 
Tuesday, May 28. (Alexander Castro/Rhode Island Current)
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JHS SENIOR HONORS NIGHT

Recognitions

Salutatorian Award: Jaylin Loeum
Valedictorian Award: Trinity Blon-

din
Principal’s Leadership Award: 

Alexia DiLorenzo
(Presented by JHS Principal Mat-

thew Velino)

Senior Student Council President 
Award: Alexia DiLorenzo

Senior Class President Award: Ales-
sandra Pesare

(Presented by Mike Harwood & 
Debra Smyth, Senior Class Advisors)

Aspiring Educators Award: Aubree 
Allen, Willow Andrews, Trinity Blon-
din, Kalina Bonetti, Javanna Carnett, 
Alexia DiLorenzo, Samantha Mar-
cotte, Eliyahna Negron, Lena Torti 

(Presented by Mrs. Amy Wheeler, 
JPS District Teacher of the Year)

Awards

The Herbert and Claiborne Pell 
Medal Award for Excellence in Unit-
ed States History: Logan Brennan

(Presented by JHS Principal Mat-
thew Velino)

Lieutenant Governor Leadership 
Award: Alexia DiLorenzo

(Presented by Johnston Mayor Jo-
seph Polisena Jr.)

Daughters of the American Revolu-
tion Good Citizens Award: Alexia 
DiLorenzo

Rhode Island College Book Award: 
Jaylin Loeum

American Mathematical Society 
Award: Cameron Ferrara

 (Presented by Mrs. Rachel Salva-
tore, Assistant Principal)

Scholarships

Janice D. Mele Memorial Scholar-
ship: Landon Faucher

(Presented by School Committee 
Chairman Robert LaFazia, Vice Chair-
man Joseph Rotella, and Members 
Dawn Aloisio, Susan Mansolillo and 
Marysue Andreozzi)

Mayor Joseph M. Polisena Scholar-
ship Fund: Jaylin Loeum, Gabriella 
Mercado, Alessandra Pesare, Michelle 
Recinos and Raylin Santos

(Presented by Johnston Mayor Jo-
seph Polisena Jr.)

The Mayor and Johnston Town 

Council Scholarship: Santiago Agui-
lar, Hailey Arroyo, Kevin Biscelli, 
Georgiana Cardullo, Gianna Halli-
well, Jaylin Loeum, Isabella Maggia-
como, Gabriella Mercado, Alessandra 
Pesare, Raylin Santos, Shanna Scopel-
liti, Andrew Sia, Shyla Soto, Jacob 
Spinella and Syeda Zainab

(Presented by Johnston Mayor Jo-
seph Polisena Jr.)

The Michael E. and Lida M. Contil-
lo Scholarship: Trinity Blondin, Sofia 
China, Landon Faucher, Riley Guen-
ette, Ariana Iasimone, Nina Lautieri, 
Chelsea Maranhao, Samantha Mar-
cotte, Alessandra Pesare, Raylin San-
tos, Shanna Scopelliti

(Presented by Mrs. Rachel Salva-
tore, Assistant Principal)

The Chief Richard S. Tamburini 
Criminal Justice Scholarship: Steven 
Finegan and Ava Waterman

(Presented by retired Johnston Po-
lice Chief Richard S. Tamburini & 
Johnston School Resource Officer 
Louis Cotoia)

The Thomas L. Ucci Sr. Memorial 
Scholarship: Alexia DiLorenzo

(Presented by Mrs. Pamela DelPon-

te, Mrs. Susan Mansolillo, and Mr. 
Stephen Ucci)

Gary Mazzie Memorial Health Sci-
ences Scholarship: Jaylin Loeum and 
Raylin Santos

(Presented by Dr. Brian Kwetkows-
ki)

Paul & Ann Marie Pursche Scholar-
ship: Riley Guenette and Samantha 
Marcotte

(Presented by Mrs. Natarcia Pur-
sche, School Counselor)

Soul of 1971 Scholarship Fund: Pey-
ton McClish

(Presented by Harold Hemberger)

Carcieri/Webber Family Scholar-
ship: Alessandra Pesare and Jayden 
Testa

(Presented by Mrs. Emily Webber 
and Ms. Rebecca Webber)

The DiIorio Family Scholarship: 
Cameron Ferrara

(Presented by Mr. Michael T. Craw-
ley, Class of 2000)

HONORED: Johnston 
Senior High School 

presented Senior Honors 
Night on Thursday, May 16. 

Members of the Class of 
2024 were recognized for 

achievements and awarded 
scholarships. (SunRise 

photos by Steve Popiel)

HONORS - PAGE10■

Valedictorian Trinity Blondin and Salutatorian Jaylin Locum JHS Principal Matthew Velino
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Quality Fuel at a Low Price!
Since 2007

Aurora Fuel Heating
& Air conditioning

401-823-5996
www.aurorafuelri.com Lic#31

Heating/AC  Repair • Service • Cleanings
AC, Furnace, Boiler and Oil Tank Installation & Replacement
Automatic Delivery Available • Heating Assistance Vendor

call for lowest price!

TREESTREES STUMPSSTUMPSBRUSHBRUSH CLEAN WOODCLEAN WOOD|| || ||

CALL US 401-563-2318

WE ACCEPT:WE ACCEPT:

BARK MULCH & SCREENED LOAMBARK MULCH & SCREENED LOAM

FOR SALEFOR SALE
CONTRACTOR & HOMEOWNER PRICING!CONTRACTOR & HOMEOWNER PRICING!

23 Business Park Drive
Smithfield, RI 02917

MON-FRI: 7AM-3:30PM
SAT: 7AM-12PM

5.50% 
APY

9 Month CD

Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is effective 3/15/2024 and subject to 
change thereafter. $1,000 minimum deposit required. Upon maturity the 
certificate of deposit will renew for a 1-year period. Early withdrawal 
penalties will apply.

Find a Location

www.shoreham.bank

Spec
ial!

Wanted
Junk/unwanted vehicles 

Top $ Paid
You Call, We Haul!

401-451-8520

Call 
Anytime

ADVERTISE
TODAY!

To place your ad, call

732-3100

Portuguese/American Scholar-
ship: Carolina Cardoso, Alexia 
DiLorenzo and Lexie Palma

(Presented by State Rep. Debo-
rah Fellela)

Picerne Family Scholarship: 
Ariana Iasimone, Alessandra 
Pesare and Raylin Santos

(Presented by Miss Deborah 
Licciardi, Guidance Department 
Chairperson)

Kenneth Skitt Memorial Schol-
arship: Alexia DiLorenzo

(Presented by Miss Deborah 
Licciardi, Guidance Department 
Chairperson)

Gary V. Mazzie Memorial Schol-
arship: Trinity Blondin and Chel-
sea Maranhao

(Presented by Mrs. Lee Mazzie)

Johnston Federation of Teachers 
Scholarship: Trinity Blondin and 
Logan Brennan

(Presented by Ms. Kathleen 
Kandzierski, Johnston Federation 
of Teachers President)

Johnston School Music Associa-
tion Scholarship: Trinity Blondin, 
Jonathan Guilmette, Chelsea Ma-
ranhao, Eliyahna Negron, Daniela 
Noriega Garcia, Johan Rodas and 
Shanna Scopelliti

(Presented by Ms. Melissa Loff-
ler, Johnston School Music Asso-
ciation President, & Sheila Haley, 
Johnston School Music Associa-

tion Vice President)

Rachel E. Carson Scholarship: 
Trinity Blondin and Chelsea Ma-
ranhao

(Presented by Ms. Melissa Loff-
ler, Johnston School Music Asso-
ciation President, & Sheila Haley, 
Johnston School Music Associa-
tion Vice President)

Hopkins Family Memorial 
Scholarship: Raylin Santos and 
Jayden Testa

(Presented by Mr. Chris Hop-
kins)

Johnston Senior High School 
Student Council “Students in 
Government” Scholarship: Alexia 
DiLorenzo, Alessandra Pesare 
and Raylin Santos

(Presented by Dr. Jonathan 
Mendelsohn, Assistant Principal)

Anthony DeAngelis Wrestling 
Scholarship: Landon Faucher

(Presented by Dr. Jonathan 
Mendelsohn, Assistant Principal)

Sabrina Conti Memorial Schol-
arship: Alessandra Pesare

(Presented by Mrs. Natarcia 
Pursche, School Counselor)

The Oszajca Family Scholar-
ship: Trinity Blondin and Jaiden 
Gonsalves

(Presented by Mr. Robert Osza-
jca)

Timothy Westell Memorial 
Scholarship: Logan Brennan

(Presented by Dr. Jonathan 
Mendelsohn, Assistant Principal)

Chester Welch Memorial Schol-
arship Fund: Trinity Blondin

(Presented by Ms. Christine 
Welch)

FM Global Scholarship: Timo-
thy Davis and Yandery Rodriguez

(Presented by: Miss Brittany 
Smith, Climate and Culture Coor-
dinator)

Johnston Substance Abuse Pre-
vention Coalition — Chris’ Me-
morial Scholarship Fund: Raylin 
Santos

(Presented by Ms. Priscilla Di-
Maio)

Johnston Senior High School 
Parent Teacher Student Organiza-
tion (PTSO) Scholarship: Alexia 
DiLorenzo and Samantha Mar-
cotte

(Presented by Mr. Lance Niles, 
PTSO President)

Olivia Rotondo Memorial 
Scholarship for Dance: Nina Laut-
ieri

(Presented by Mrs. Dorothy & 
Mr. David Rotondo)

Richard Salzillo Memorial 
Scholarship: Aubree Allen, Sofia 
China, Alexia DiLorenzo, Camer-
on Ferrara, Kingstan Glenn, Riley 
Guenette, Nina Lautieri and Bran-
den Testa

(Presented by Miss Brittany 
Smith, Climate and Culture Coor-
dinator)

Honey Dew Donuts Scholar-
ship: Kevin Biscelli

■ Honors
(Continued from page 9)

THE VOICES: Senior members of the Johnston High School Select Choir sing the National Anthem. (Sun Rise 
photos by Steve Popiel)

BIG 
WINNER: 

Alexia 
DiLorenzo 

won a ton of 
awards Thurs-

day night, in-
cluding, the 

Principal’s 
Leadership 

Award and the 
Senior Stu-

dent Council 
President 

Award. 
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 They’re here for us.
Let’s all be there 
 for them.
Support the local businesses of Providence 
and East Providence.

They’re busy working, fi xing, cooking, brewing, baking, 
and serving — and now that three lanes are open both 
ways on the Washington Bridge, it’s easier to reach 
them. These great businesses keep our communities 
vibrant — so let’s all be there for them, like they’ve 
always been there for us. Your support will make all
the difference to them.

BuyLocalRI.org

Iliana Saavedra, DMD
Friends and Family Dental
East Providence

41161 RI Commerce Bridgework Print Ads 5.19x10.indd   6 5/8/24   2:23 PM

Obituaries
In your time of need, the Johnston Sun Rise will 
print your loved one’s full obituary for a small charge. 
The paper also places the obituary on our website, 
johnstonsunrise.net.
Should you desire our services, kindly inform your 
funeral director, or call (401) 732-3100 or email 
Obits@rhodybeat.com for additional information. 
Obituary prices start at $60. You may include the 
obituary in any of our other newspapers for half price.

 – Thank you

TOP TWO: Valedictorian Trinity Blondin and Salutatorian Jaylin Locum

SCHOLARS 
ABOUND: 

Above, the Michael E. 
and Linda M. Contillo 

Scholarship, presented 
by Mrs. Rachel Salva-

tore, Assistant Principal. 
(Sun Rise photos by 

Steve Popiel)

Advertise Today 
732-3100

THE TOP: The Johnston Senior High School Class of 2024 Top 10 students, numbers 1-10 standing, 
and the next 11-20, seated behind them.



Johnston Sun Rise12 Thursday, May 30, 2024

RhodyLife
RHODYBEAT.COM

Young Mr. Thompson
went to Washington

Johnston student serves as Rhode Island’s 
Youth Ambassador for the

Tourette Association of America

TALLER IN PERSON: 
Mark-Anthony Thompson 
advocated for Tourette 
Syndrome in front of 
members of Congress 
and their staff. He met 
with Sen. Jack Reed, and 
said that was one of his 
favorite parts of his trip to 
Washington D.C. (Sub-
mitted photos)

MR. THOMPSON GOES TO WASHINGTON: Mark-Anthony 
Thompson, 13, of Johnston, recently visited Washington, D.C. as 
Rhode Island’s Youth Ambassador for the Tourette Association of 
America. 

By RORY SCHULER

Mark-Anthony Thompson loves to play Fortnite, like most modern day teens.
Some evenings you can hear him warning fellow players to watch out for snipers, legendary back 

bling and the impending storm (if you know, you know).
While interacting with friends online however, the other youngsters have usually been warned in 

advance that Mark-Anthony may involuntarily let out a few non PG-13 zingers while gaming. 
He’s a passionate player, but the outbursts have little to do with the game. The profane outbursts are 

a sign of the neurodevelopmental disorder with which he lives daily, Tourette Syndrome (TS). And 
without educating those around him on a regular basis, the condition could feasibly threaten his every 
interaction.

Mark-Anthony Thompson begins each fall semester the same way.
“Every new school year I explain to my new class that I suffer from Tourettes with a few explana-

tions of my tics,” explained the 13-year-old Ferri Middle School eighth grader.

The Signs

Thompson described the signs of his neurodevelopmental disorder, beginning with the coprolalia.
“I cannot control outbursts of inappropriate language,” he said, adding that the symptom is fairly 

rare, experienced by only around one in 10 people who have Tourette syndrome.
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Johnston 
Sun Rise
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TODAY!
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732-3100

“I also let them know that while 
there are times they can seem harm-
ful or intentional it is however the 
exact opposite and out of my con-
trol that it is not a joke,” Thompson 
said. “I also let others know when 
my family and I are eating out or I 
am playing Fortnite.”

Middle school can be tough for 
any kid. Living with Tourette syn-
drome can add just a bit more chal-
lenge to a young student’s daily 
routine. 

Thompson has found one way to 
fight the symptoms — by fighting 
the stigma and fighting for aware-
ness. He recently took a trip to the 
nation’s capital to advocate for 
awareness, and to rally for other 
kids his age who live with the neu-
rodevelopmental disorder.

“There is always an opportunity 
to educate others and that is the 
best part,” Thompson said. “I am 
also walking in the Team Tourettes 
National Awareness Walk/Run this 
June in Wilbraham, Massachusetts. 
I will continue to work as a Youth 
Ambassador and help increase 
awareness.”

Thompson represented the Ocean 
State as “Youth Ambassador for the 
Tourette Association of America,” 
according to his mother, Deloris M. 
Thompson.

Her son used his voice to call for 
continued support of the Safe Step 
Act, which provides funding for TS 
research. Thompson has also called 
for both increased awareness of To-
urette, and training in schools.

Thompson met with members of 
the Rhode Island delegation in 
Washington D.C., including Sen. 
Jack Reed (he spoke to the staff 
members for Rhode Island’s two 
Congressmen). 

“He was also able to meet over 
200 other kids and adults suffering 
from Tourette’s as well,” she re-
called. 

Tough Questions

Deloris Thompson was asked 
how the disorder reveals itself. She 
said that was “a hard question to 
answer because his tics are always 
changing.”

“Things like the environment, 
stress from school, starting a new 
school year, people staring at him 
because he is suffering from a tic, 
and eating out with family could 
generate a tic that wasn’t previously 
noticed,” she explained. “His tics 
are less at the beginning of the sum-
mer. They tend to increase the closer 
we are to the beginning of the school 
year. They can be anything from 
swearing, twitching, jumping, 

speaking in a loud voice or saying 
inappropriate things.”

According to the Tourette Associ-
ation of America (TAA), “Tourette 
Syndrome is a neurodevelopmental 
disorder that affects children, ado-
lescents and adults. The condition is 
characterized by sudden, involun-
tary movements and/or sounds 
called tics. Tics can range from 
mild/inconsequential to moderate 
and severe, and are disabling in 
some cases.”

The national organization ex-
plains that while “tics occur in as 
many as 1 in 5 school-aged children 
at some time” they “may not per-
sist.”

“TS and other Tic Disorders com-
bined are estimated to occur in 
more than 1 in 50 school-aged chil-
dren in the United States,” accord-
ing to the TAA. “TS occurs in 1 in 
160 (0.6%) school-aged children, al-
though it is estimated that 50% are 
going undiagnosed. The reported 
prevalence for those who have been 
diagnosed with Tourette is lower 
than the true number, most likely 
because tics often go unrecognized. 
TS affects all races, ethnic groups 
and ages, but is 3-4 times more com-
mon in boys than in girls. There are 
no reliable prevalence estimates of 
TS and other Tic Disorders in adults. 
However, they are expected to be 
much lower than in children as tics 
tend to decline into late adoles-
cence.”

Deloris Thompson feels she may 
be doing something right, raising a 
young advocate who’s unafraid of 
expressing himself.

“There are not enough words to 
explain how proud we are of Mark-
Anthony for advocating for To-
urettes Syndrome both in front of 
members of Congress and their staff 
or the general public,” she said. 

“When he was diagnosed at the age 
of five we were left with more ques-
tions than answers. He suffers from 
severe motor and vocal tics as well 
as ADHD, OCD, and high anxiety. 
We were referred to a child neurolo-
gist Dr. Maria Younes; she helped us 
understand and find the right medi-
cations.”

A Little Help

Dr. Younes also introduced the 
Thompson family to the TAA, “an 
organization that has helped us ed-
ucate others.”

“His tics have never stopped him 
from making friends,  doing what 
he loves and standing up for others 
even on a bad day,” declared the 
proud mom.

As for her advocating teenager, 
he says he “loved serving as Rhode 
Island’s Youth Ambassador.”

“I was introduced to new people 
and never felt so relatable with 
other kids and some adults too,” 
Mark-Anthony Thompson recalled. 
“It felt great not having to hold back 
with my tics and just being me. The 
Youth Ambassador training has al-
so helped me understand how to 
respond to challenging questions. 
Not everyone knows about To-
urettes and that is okay; it’s up to 
the Ambassadors to educate them.”

The youngster said the best part 
of the trip was meeting “Sen. Jack 
Reed and being able to share my 
story and be a voice for others per-
sonally.”

“We also went sightseeing and 
ate at some cool restaurants,” he 
said, adding one last message he 
hopes will resonate with readers. “I 
would like people to know that oth-
ers suffer from the same types of 
tics as me.  Tourettes isn’t a joke and 
we are not looking for attention. It is 
something that is completely out of 
our control.  Staring at someone suf-
fering from a tic or telling them to 
stop will only increase the amount 
of tics. People can help by donating 
… Overall, I love doing this and I 
hope to have more adventures and 
opportunities in the future.”

OCEAN STATE DELEGATION: Mark-Anthony Thompson, 13, of Johnston, 
Rhode Island’s Youth Ambassador for the Tourette Association of America, 
was able to speak to Sen. Jack Read, and met with staff members for Rhode 
Island’s two Congressmen, Rep. Seth Magaziner and Rep. Gabe Amo.

TIME WITH PEERS: Mark-Anthony Thompson said the experience was remarkable, and “it felt great not having 
to hold back with my tics and just being me.” 

DONATE HERE
According to Mark-Anthony Thompson,

people can help by donating to the cause: 
www.givegab.com/p2p/nationalwalk/mark-anthony-thompson

According to Mark-Anthony Thompson,
people can help by donating to the cause: 
www.givegab.com/p2p/nationalwalk/mark-anthony-thompsonwww.givegab.com/p2p/nationalwalk/mark-anthony-thompson
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PAID ADVERTISEMENT

LOCAL BUSINESS
SPOTLIGHT

Advertise your business  in our

Be part of the LOCAL BUSINES SPOTLIGHT 
and get the word out about your business with
a feature story and photo for one week during 
your 10-week advertising commitment... 

All for just
$44/week!
(10-week commitment)
(Includes story & photo on our website)

Call Today 
732-3100

LOCAL BUSINESS
SPOTLIGHT

1253 Hartford Ave.
Johnston, RI 02919

Now ENrolliNg
6 Weeks – 12 Years Old

Full & Part-time
Positions available

★Lowest $ In Town★
New

State-of-the-Art
Equipment —

Same Old Prices!

Jain’s Laundry
Plaza 44 • 39 Putnam Pike • Johnston • 231-7019

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8am-9pm; Sat. & Sun. 7am-8pm

WASH • DRY • FOLD
Drop Off Service
only 89¢ per lb.

Includes Softener, Bleach, Soap & Hangers
Same Day Service

1944 WarWick avenue, WarWick, rhode island  02889

• warwick beacon

• cranston herald

• johnston sunrise

• the reminder

• ri newspaper group

beacon
communications

melissa miller
a c c o u n t  e x e c u t i v e

melissam@rhodybeat.com
p 401-732-3100

When you or your loved one need help at 
home, call the people that have been

Taking Care of People at Home for 20 years. 
401-455-0111

If you are a CNA or 
Homemaker and want to 
make a difference in the 
lives of those at home, 

contact us today and start a 
new rewarding career with

Specialty
Home Care Services

Phone: 
401-455-0111

Email: 
SpecialtyOffi ce@shcs-ne.com

1944 WarWick avenue, WarWick, rhode island  02889

• warwick beacon

• cranston herald

• johnston sunrise

• the reminder

• ri newspaper group

beacon
communications

Linda QuagLieri
a c c o u n t  e x e c u t i v e

lindaq@rhodybeat.com
p 401-732-3100

The Household Hero/Bug Buster
Eliminating your pests while protecting your family

By JENNIFER COATES

By defi nition, a “pest” is 
an insect which harms both 
crops and plants and is an 
overall nuisance to humans.  
While a “pest” can also refer 
to small animals, anyone 
who lives in New England 
knows that the worst kinds 
of problematic “pests” 
are the mosquitos, ants, 
fl eas, ticks, beetles, gnats, 
roaches, fl ies, spiders and 
fruit fl ies that live amongst 
us in this wet and lush 
region of the country.  Pests 
are a reality that we must 
simply live with, right?? 
Wrong.

According to Stephen 
Gustafson, (also known as 
the “Bug Buster”), we don’t 
have to resign ourselves 
to a life with these pesky 
creatures at all!  Gustafson 
has a personal vendetta 
when it comes to controlling 
troublesome insects. As 
an avid outdoorsman, he 
spent a lot of time in nature 
until a dangerous bite from 
a disease-carrying tick (a 

new species of tick here 
in Rhode Island) sidelined 
him several years ago. That 
experience was a catalyst 
in his decision to become a 
pest control technician.

After months of extensive 
training, Stephen fulfi lled 
that goal. Today, he has 
earned the moniker “Bug 
Buster” and licensed pest 
control expert. But he took 
this pursuit to a next level 
when he stepped outside 
the more commonplace 
toxic treatments used by 
larger brands (you know 
them, they are ones that 
leave behind signs on 
your lawn like this one: 
“chemicals applied, do 
not walk on this grass”). 
Instead, he chose to work 
exclusively with a product 
line which is non-toxic and 
environmentally-friendly.  

The cedar-based solution 
which Stephen uses is 
100% natural. This product 
line is “plant-powered” 
and therefore completely 
organic and safe for 
children and pets. This is 

the same cedar that keeps 
moths out of your cedar 
closet! It kills and repels 
insects of all kinds, except 
bees and butterfl ies which 
breathe differently than their 
insect counterparts and 
therefore do not suffocate 
when exposed. The solution 
will attack bugs which 
settle in the lawn, bushes 
or tall grasses which thrive 
around the perimeter of 
your property, posing 
health risks to vulnerable 
hosts (think fl eas, ticks, and 
mosquitoes).

The Bug Buster will come 
to your home and, after a 
free consultation, will get 
right to work spraying this 
cedar-oil based product 
inside and outside your 
house. Unlike with its toxic 
competitors, NO wait time 
is necessary following 
this process.  You don’t 
even need to close your 
windows!  There is nothing 
dangerous to anyone or 
anything except insects 
in the all-natural products 
used by Mr. Bug Buster.

One of the other things 
that sets Gustafson apart 
from his competitors is that 
he does not require you to 
sign a long-term contract.  
He is available for a one-
time job or an ongoing 
commitment.  You decide. 

Pests driving you crazy?  
Call The Bug Buster at 
401-999-2715 and get 
started today. Gustafson is 
also a licensed and bonded 
HANDYMAN!

Meet Stephen Gustafson, a licensed pest control technician who uses environmentally 
friendly, all-natural products which kill pests and are 100% safe for your children 
and pets. Call today for your treatment ~ a one-time process or longer commitment.

The Household Hero

Bug and Pest Control Division

401-999-2715
thehouseholdhero999.com

All NaturalAll Natural

Also Offering 

Soft Washing

Child and Pet Safe 
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Sports
Vasquez, Carlino to play college hoops
State 
champs 
headed to 
St. Joe’s, 
CCRI
By ALEX SPONSELLER

Big happenings contin-
ue with the Johnston boys 
basketball program, as 
two of its most notable 
players made their college 
decisions official. NeAri 
Vasquez will be heading 
up to Maine to play for 
DIII St. Joseph’s while Mi-
chael Carlino will be stay-
ing nearby to compete for 
CCRI.

The standouts were key 
pieces to the program’s 
2022-23 championship sea-
son, helping the Panthers 
capture their first title in 
nearly three decades. They 
were also starters this past 
season when the team re-
turned to the semifinals 

HOOPS - PAGE 17■ NEXT LEVEL: Johnston’s Michael Carlino (left) and NeAri Vasquez last season. (Sun Rise file photos by Alex Sponseller)

Townies shut 
down Panthers 
in opening round

FROM STAFF REPORTS

The No. 4 Johnston baseball team was shut out by visit-
ing East Providence 2-0 on Tuesday night to be bumped 
to the losers bracket of the Division II playoffs.

The Panther bats were held in check from start to finish 
as they only collected two hits, each coming in the fourth 
inning from Matt Clements and Armani Arias. Each of 
East Providence’s runs came in the top of the first inning, 
which proved to be enough to get the opening round win.

Despite the loss, Johnston starting pitcher Emmanuel 
Rios was strong on the mound for the Panthers. Rios 
tossed a complete game and allowed just one earned run 
while striking out four batters. The two teams played 
once in the regular season, with the Townies picking up a 
1-0 decision.

The Panthers went on to face No. 9 Burrillville on 
Wednesday night, but the results were not available at 
press time. The Broncos handed the Panthers back to back 
losses in the regular season. 

For more photos of Tuesday night’s playoff game, turn 
to page 16. COMPLETE GAME: Johnston starting pitcher Emmanuel Rios on Tuesday night. (Photos by Alex Sponseller)
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CLUES ACROSS
 1. Fashion accessory
 4. Engine additive
 7. Small, faint constellation
 8. Gives a job
 10. Self-righteous person
 12. Caucasian language
 13. Surinam toad
 14. Sino-Soviet block (abbr.)
 16. Former French coin
 17. Levels the score
 19. What stage performers do
 20. Egyptian Sun god
 21. Localities
 25. Spherical body
 26. Licensed for Wall Street
 27. Perfect
 29. It’s on many people’s heads
 30. Boxing’s GOAT
 31. Photo
 32. Popular HBO show
 39. Popular music awards show
 41. Pouch

 42. Lake in Botswana
 43. Unruly group
 44. One-fourth
 45. Very eager
 46. Edward __, author and writer
 48. Flying insect
 49. Dragged forcibly
 50. Thus far
 51. Not just “play”
 52. Commercials
 
CLUES DOWN
 1. Occur
 2. Show up
 3. Capital of Taiwan
 4. Brother or sister
 5. Secret get-togethers
 6. Type of tea
 8. Where the action is
 9. Cast out
 11. Crime group
 14. Type of vessel (abbr.)
 15. Accept and handle

 18. Sacrifice hit
 19. One who buys and sells 

securities simultaneously
 20. Month
 22. Most thin
 23. Naturally occurring material
 24. Luke’s mentor __-Wan
 27. Postmodernist Austrian 

“House”
 28. Aquatic salamander
 29. Baseball stat
 31. Beginning military rank
 32. Talk rapidly and unintelligbly
 33. Paddle 
 34. Caregiver (abbr.)
 35. Old Irish alphabet
 36. Japanese city
 37. In a way, acted
 38. Things to see
 39. Nursemaid
 40. Type of tooth
 44. To be demonstrated
 47. Defunct European group

RUN IT OUT: Dylan Guernon runs out a ground ball.

AROUND THE HORN: Shortstop Davian Nunez makes a play.

THE THROW TO FIRST: Chris Civetti at second base on Tuesday.
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Business Card
DIRECTORY

This Week’s
Featured Business...

Advertise in the Johnston SunRise’s
Business Card
DIRECTORY

for only
$18 per week 

(12 week commitment)

Add the Warwick Beacon or Cranston Herald
for an additional $9 per week.

Call 732-3100

Raymond Pezzullo 
Law Offi ces

FAMILY  LAW
LANDLORD/TENANT  LAW

WILLS 
DEBT COLLECTION

401-275-0669
1200 Hartford Avenue • Suite 117

Johnston, RI
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

401-736-0600

Kitchen
Cabinet
Refinishing

Restoration &
Application of

Factory Finishes
Custom New 

Doors & Drawers Available
Call Anthony for a free

and friendly consultation
Over 25 years experience

401-480-2366
BETTER
BUSINESS
BUREAU Reg. #25485

and open state tournament.
Vasquez elected to pursue basketball over football and is 

looking forward to reconnecting with former Panther Derek 
Salvatore, who just wrapped up his freshman year with the 
Monks.

“I wanted to keep playing basketball, basketball is my 
passion. I chose St. Joe’s because I felt like it was a good fit 
and I have a good relationship with the coach already. I get 
to reunite with Derek Salvatore, so it should be a fun four 
years,” said Vasquez. “(Salvatore) told me how fun the cam-
pus is, how the school is, how fun the basketball team is. I 
went to watch one of their games and they play really well 
together. They’re a fast paced team with great plays. They 
have great speed, size, a great coaching staff.”

Carlino is looking forward to staying local and is confi-
dent that he will be able to produce for the Knights from the 
get-go.

“It may be a little difficult at first, but as we get into the 
season, once I get to know my new coaches and teammates, 
it will be good. I give it my all on the court, I play with a lot 
of toughness and heart and that’s all you need to play. I’ve 
been in tough experiences in games. Having that, you go 
into games with the mindset of, ‘I have done this before and 
I can do it again,’” Carlino said.

Vasquez will be starting on the St. Joe’s bench as a fresh-
man, but he is embracing the opportunity to develop his 
game and provide tough competition in practice while he 
looks to earn a larger role moving forward.

“As a freshman, my role is going to be to help push the 
older guys. (Not getting a lot of minutes) will give me the 
advantage in the weight room, in the gym to work out and 
to prove to the coaches in practice that I can be an asset to 
the team,” said Vasquez.

With the duo set to graduate and move to the next level, 
along with guys like Branden and Jayden Testa and Cam 
Walker, the 2022-2023 championship core will be moving 
on, but its impact on the Johnston program will be felt for-
ever. 

“That 2023 championship team was a hell of a team. We 
gelled together and stuck together. We did go our separate 
ways, but those are my guys forever. That will always be a 
special team in my heart. That chemistry we had, playing 
from elementary school, to rec, to travel, then high school. It 
was a special group,” said Vasquez.

Carlino added: “Looking back, I have no regrets at all. 
Coach Mike (Bedrosian) is a great coach, more like a brother 
to some of us. It was the most fun I’ve ever had. It was a 
smart group of kids that wanted it bad. We worked hard 
that year and the summer and it led to big things. Rings and 
a championship banner. We made history.” 

■ Hoops
(Continued from page 15)

Cranston resident Alfred Travieso, 
AKA Danger Boy Alfredo, recently 

became the Renegade Wrestling Alli-
ance’s oldest individual champion after 
securing the Hype Championship belt. 

He is a longtime partner of Wolver-
ine, and the team has won multiple tag 
team championships. However, the last 
time Danger Boy took home an indi-
vidual title was back in 1995 when he 
was just breaking out in the sport. 

His story and road back to a title en-
capsulated one of my favorite dynamics 
in sports: Bookend championships.

I love those stories. When a player or 
coach wins a championship early in 
their careers, thinking that it is going to 
be easy, but then goes on a drought and 
claims one more just in time before they 
hang ‘em up.

Championship stories are always 
great. Whether it is the newcomer that 
had an early break out, the older athlete 
that finally gets one after paying his or 
her dues over an extended career.

There’s something about bookend 
championships that is so awesome, 
though.

Before Danger Boy’s title, the most 
recent one I got to cover was Toll Gate 
girls basketball coach Jim Areson’s 
championship win back in March. He 
won a field hockey title with Vets nearly 
20 years ago as a young coach, then had 
a drought before finally breaking 
through on the basketball court. There 
are plenty of examples of this, but these 
two recent ones are fresh on my mind. 

In these stories lie two messages, one 
is motivational and the other is a cau-
tionary tale.

In terms of motivation, it shows that 
age doesn’t matter and that you can al-
ways get back on top if you put in the 
work. Danger Boy admitted in our in-
terview that he is inching toward the 
end of his career, but desperately want-
ed just one more shot at being a cham-
pion. As for Areson, age is not as big of 
a factor for coaching, but he put in the 

work across three sports and proved 
that he is still one of the best coaches in 
the state. The new generation of players, 
the ever evolving sports that he coaches, 
haven’t slowed him down one bit.

The cautionary tale is that just be-
cause you win one, doesn’t mean it will 
be easy moving forward or that you will 
absolutely win another. Every champi-
onship requires a ton of work, a ton of 
commitment and elite performance. 
Sometimes, we see these young players 
and coaches let their guard down after 
getting one early, then all of a sudden, a 
decade or two goes by and they wind 
up empty handed.

Congrats to Danger Boy on winning 
the title, getting one for the older guys. 
His outreach goes far beyond Cranston, 
as he competes all throughout New 
England and umpires baseball in Rhode 
Island in the spring and summer. He 
made a statement for so many people. 
What a cool story. 

The basketball community lost a gi-
ant earlier this week as Bill Walton 
passed away at 71 years old due to 
cancer.

Walton dealt with a stutter through-
out his entire life and at times, it was a 
very pronounced stutter. He always did 
his best in working through it and 
masking it. Like most stutters, though, 
there were times where it was unavoid-
able.

He had said on multiple occasions 

that he never considered broadcasting 
during his playing days due to his stut-
ter. He was always self conscious and 
couldn’t bear the thought of having his 
voice heard on national airwaves.

Ultimately, once he retired, he put his 
fear aside and gave broadcasting a go, 
and over the course of the past two, 
nearly three decades, he has become 
one of the best and most recognizable 
faces in the sport. He was as a player, 
but managed to maintain his place for 
all these years later.

His achievements were remarkable 
on the court, winning national champi-
onships at UCLA then winning a pair of 
rings in the NBA along with an MVP. If 
you ask me, what he did as a broad-
caster, him challenging himself and fac-
ing his fears head on, that is what I’ll 
respect him for most. 

Lastly, the Boston Celtics swept the 
Indiana Pacers to reach the upcoming 
NBA Finals. The Celtics were heavy fa-
vorites this series, so it was a bit ex-
pected.

Each passing win, we have to take a 
moment to tip our caps to Joe Mazzulla. 
The Johnston native continues to im-
press and has taken this team to the fi-
nals in just his second year as a head 
coach.

Sure, the Celtics roster is loaded. That 
does not mean winning is a given, 
though. Every year we see super teams 
fall short for various reasons. Mazzulla 
has done a great job of getting the most 
out of this star-studded cast and has 
four wins to go before getting the ulti-
mate prize.

I am no basketball expert, but from 
watching at home, you can see the im-
provements that Mazzulla has made 
since last season. He has been much 
more consistent and efficient with his 
timeouts, his rotations, his substitutions. 
He really has hit another level with his 
command of the game which has been 
huge in the team improving on last 
year’s finish.

The beauty of bookend championships 
My pitch

by 
Alex 

Sponseller
Sports Editor

alexs@
rhodybeat.com
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MAIL OR BRING TO: 

Beacon Communications
1944 Warwick Avenue, Warwick RI 02889

E-Mail: classifieds@rhodybeat.com 

Please print clearly – One word per box
Phone number is one word. 
Not responsible for words we cannot read.

❑ BOLD TYPE
$4.00 per week. First line only. 

Name  ____________________________________________________________________________

Address  ___________________________________________________________________________

Town/State  ________________________________________________________________________

Phone ____________________________________________________________________________

Price Per Week __________________ # of Weeks ________ Amount Paid ____________________

 ❑ Check/Money Order Enclosed – Payable to: BEACON COMMUNICATIONS 

Account # ______________________________________________________________________________________

Security Code  ____________________    Expiration  Date   __________________________  

Circle One:

CLASSIFIED AD FORM

Classified Ad Deadline is
 FRIDAY AT 4PM*

*Thursday at 4pm if there is a Monday holiday

Make checks payable to: 
BEACON 

COMMUNICATIONS

20 words

+$1 each addition word

*Add $1 for each additional word
Includes Warwick Beacon, Cranston Herald and Johnston Sun Rise
❑ Add The Reminder for an additional $10/week

20 Words – $35/week*

OFFICE HOURS:    Monday thru Friday  8:30 AM - 4:30 PM

To place or cancel a classified ad:

Call 732-3100 by — 
	 •	 4 PM Friday for
	 	 Cranston Herald (Thursday),
	 	 Johnston Sun Rise (Thursday),
	 	 Warwick Beacon (Thursday) &
	 	 The Reminder (Wednesday)

Line Ads:
20 Words - $35.00 per week
each additional word $1.00
bold first line $4.00
Includes Warwick Beacon, Cranston Herald 
and Johnston Sun Rise
Add The Reminder
for an additional $10/week

Business Service Ads: 
$35.00 per column inch per week*
Includes Warwick Beacon, Cranston Herald and 
Johnston Sun Rise
*Ad Must Run 4  Consecutive Weeks

Add The Reminder:
$8.00 per column inch. Ad Must Run 4  Consecutive Weeks.

Email ads to: Classifieds@rhodybeat.com

Please Check Your Ad!
We make every effort to carefully proofread all 
advertisements, however, we ask you to check 
your ad the first time it appears. If you find an 
error, call 732-3100 so that we may correct it in 
the next publication. Beacon Communications 
shall not be liable for errors or omissions in, or 
failure to insert, any advertisement for which it 
may be responsible beyond the cost of the actual 
space occupied by the item in which error or 
omission or failure to insert occurred. Advertiser 
will be entitled to refund of advertisement price 
or insertion in next issue at advertiser’s option.

Sun Rise		  401-732-3100

CREDIT POLICY      We accept all major credit cards. We will bill line-by-line classified ads (with the excep-
tion of YARD SALE ADS) to customers adding $1.50 billing fee. Business Service ads must be prepaid until a Credit 
Application has been approved and account established.

Get the word out...
Advertise Your

Yard Sale
Call Ida — 732-3100

(Yard Sale Ads Must Be Pre-Paid)

Classified 
Advertising 
Deadline is 
Fri. 4 PM

To place 
your ad 

by phone, 
please call 

Ida
732-3100

RING
RHODE ISLAND NEWSPAPER GROUP

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

Statewide Coverage

Help Wanted
Real Estate

Autos
Items For Sale

732-3100

REACH OVER 125,000 HOMES

HIRING
•

SELLING
•

BUYING

Save Time.
Save Money.

Autos Wanted

Junk Cars Wanted. Up to $500 
paid. Call for Quote: 401-895-
7351.

Boats & Motors

1996 Maxum PB, IO, MERC 
210. One owner. Sleeps 4, new 
gas tank, shower, includes trail-
er. $10,000. 401-334-2543 or 
401-317-8277.

Help Wanted 

CLEANERS: 1st & 2nd Shift, 
20-25 hours per week, Monday-
Saturday. $15/hour. Must have 
valid Driver's License, reliable 
vehicle and clean BCI. Great job 
for retirees! Call Joe, 401-301-
1162.

           
Carpet Cleaning Technician/
Trainees: $700+/Week. Valid 
Driver's License. BCI required. 
Call Joe, 401-258-9648.

Houses Wanted

WE BUY HOUSES:  Any condi-
tion!! Quick sale!!  House needs 
work? We don’t mind. Call 401-
595-8703.

Memorabilia

Mr. Baseball, Coming to Rhode 
Island. Buying sports cards and 
memorabilia, 203-767-2407.

Yard Sales

298 Stony Acre Drive, Cranston. 
Sat., 6/1 & Sun. 6/2, from 9 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. Household items.

Neighborhood yard sale: 
THREE HOUSES. Cleveland 
Ave., Johnston. Sat., 6/1, 9am 
to 3pm. Various items. Some-
thing for everyone.
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Electrical

Home Improvements

Valco Electric
Residential Specialist
Electrical Upgrades

Trouble Shooting & Repairs
Prompt & Courteous Service

401-921-3143
Lic. #A3990  AmEx/Disc/MC/Visa  Insured

Weatherproof
Home Improvement

Interior/Exterior Painting
Roofing • Siding • Gutters • Decks

Dennis
732-9218   Reg. #31803

John’s Construction 
Handyman Services

Painting  ●   Windows
Carpentry  
942-1729

15% OFF next project with ad. 
Reg. #24655   ~     Insured

Handyman

Spring Cleanups
House - Cellars - 

Garages - Moving?
Anything hauled away, some for FREE!

30 yrs. - Reliable Service! 
741-2781 Lic. #37379 - Insured  

Plastering

Harold Greco Jr.
Plaster Perfection

ALL Small Repair Specialist
Emergency Water Damage Repairs
Historic Restorations

Painting
Senior, Veterans & Cash Discounts

Integrity & Passion
ALL MAINTENANCE

 Reg. #4114  ★     Member BBB  ★     Est. 1946

Call now! 738-0369 

Steven G. Ruhle 
PaintinG

Interior & Exterior
Small Exteriors

Neat, Clean Workmanship
639-0967

Free Estimates
Reg. 12067 - Insured

EAST COAST 
WOOD FLOORS
Installed • Sand

 Finish • Refinish
Insured • Senior Discounts

Cell 265-3644
 Reg. #15124

Flooring

E.W. FLAGG
Plumbing & Heating

New & Old
Installations • Repairs

Water Heaters
Commercial & Residential

739-6155    MP #01896

DAVIDSON’S
PLUMBING & HEATING

Water Heaters
Free Estimates

Remodeling ❖ Repairs
New Construction

MP #1696 737-4679 MPF #6470

CEMENT
MASONRY WORK
Chimneys ❖ Floors ❖ Patios

Driveways ❖ Steps ❖ Walkways
Repairs ❖ Free Estimates  
Ron 397-1891
Cell 639-2942
Reg. #6326  Licensed & Bonded   

Plumbing & Heating

Business ServiceS

Reilly Fence Inc.
Professional installations of
Vinyl •  Wood •  Aluminum 

Chainlink  Fences
Insured -  Free Estimates

Call & book an appt. today!
228-3647 Reg. #40392   

Fencing

C & J Painting
Interior/Exterior
Powerwashing

Free Estimates
Jason     ●      Craig

378-8525  ●  743-2554
Reg. #22833                 Insured              

Oil Tank Removal

Why wait for your oil tank to leak?
Old oil tanks removed
Licensed RI Waste Transporter

Drum Disposal
Newton B. Washburn, LLC.
Insured ●  Reg. #27176 ●  #RI877

401-647-9606

Power Washing
Coast to Coast
Power Washing
Everything Residential
When Quality/Service

Matters, call Ken,
401-413-0547

Satisfaction Guarenteed!
Save 20% off this month!

RI Reg. #GC47967

Liberty House
Junk Removal, Inc. 

We remove one item
or content of entire house.

Sheds and hot tubs
FREE EStIMatES

15 years of reliable service
Reg. #2983 & Insured

401-286-0505

t & t Painting
25 years in Business

Interior and Exterior Painting

Power Washing
Deck Refinishing
Carpentry Repairs
Reasonable Rates
Free Estimates

Neat. Clean. Organized
Insured  - Reg. #3469

401-944-0336

Landscaping Materials

Painting

Rubbish Removal

Masonry

CONFREDA FARMS
Fertile Farm Loam

Screened to ½ inch
Mulch • 50/50 Mix

Raw Compost 
Processed Gravel

737-7662 • 827-5000

ELECTRICAL 
SERVICES

All Types
Call/Text Larry: 
401-529-2087

Masters Licenses
RI #A3338

MA #16083A
Insured

Business
ServiceS

ads start at

$3500

per week
for 4 or more weeks

in the
Johnston Sun Rise, 
Warwick Beacon & 

Cranston Herald 
(All 3 papers for one low price)

To place your ad, 
please call

732-3100
Deadline: Friday 4 PM

Business 
ServiceS

DEaDlInE:
 Friday 4 PM

Painting

Plumbing & Heating

By CAPT. DAVE MONTI

NOAA Fisheries is providing 
$6 million in Inflation Reduc-
tion Act funding to the Na-
tional Fish and Wildlife Foun-
dation. The funding will sup-
port projects developing tech-
nologies to minimize risk from 
vessel strikes—a primary threat 
to endangered North Atlantic 
right whales and other large 
whales.

The partnership will facili-
tate innovative, technology-
based tools, and increase the 
use and awareness of existing 
technologies to reduce vessel 
strikes to the North Atlantic 
right whale. These could in-
clude tools that detect and 
identify whales and alert ves-
sels when a whale is present 
and recommend actions.

For information visit https://
www.fisheries.noaa.gov/fea-
ture-story/noaa-fisheries-part-
ners-national-fish-and-wild-
life-foundation-support-north-
atlantic. 

Impact of climate 
on fish stocks

If “overfishing” of a fish 
stock continues unchecked 
with no strategies to rebuild it 
will become “overfished” with 
a population size that is too 
low and jeopardizes the stock’s 
ability to produce a sustainable 
yield.

Today, prevailing environ-
mental and fishery conditions 
are changing exponentially due 
to climate impacts. From 
warming waters to acidifica-
tion, the climate crisis is funda-
mentally changing the ocean; 
these changes are jeopardizing 
the ability of fish to grow and 
thrive, in turn reducing fisher-
ies’ productivity.

Earlier this month, NOAA 
Fisheries released a 2023 Stock 
Status Report which can be the 
found on their website at 
https://www.fisheries.noaa.

gov/national/sustainable-fish-
eries/status-stocks-2023. Al-
though some of the news in the 
report is encouraging, much 
more needs to be done.  

The overfishing status is only 
known for 72% of stocks and 
the overfished status for 52%. 
That means hundreds of fish 
stocks have an unknown sta-
tus. We need to improve data 
collection of unknown stocks 
so NOAA Fisheries can do their 
job.

According to the 2023 Stock 
Status Report nearly a fifth of 
stocks remain overfished.  The 
good news is that the number 
of overfished stocks decreased: 
47 fish stocks, or 18% of all 
known U.S. stocks, are consid-
ered overfished. Some of our 
most iconic stocks, including 
Atlantic cod, have remained on 
the overfished list for years.

Despite recent fisheries prog-
ress the U.S. still isn’t doing 
enough to keep up with cli-
mate change. For more on this 
perspective visit www.fisher-
iesforward.org/status-of-
stocks/.

Where’s the bite?
Freshwater fishing
Striped bass and bluefish. 

Elisa Cahill of Snug Harbor 
Marina, South Kingstown, 
said, “The southeast and south-
west sides of Block Island were 
on fire over the holiday with 
anglers catching striped bass 
using topwater lures. The fish 
were slot size (28 to < 31 inch-
es) and above. Our salt ponds 
are good too we worm hatches 
still occurring.” 

Cape Cod Canal fishing ex-
pert and author East End Eddie 
Doherty, said, “The full moon 
Thursday morning, ushered in 
some breaking tides have been 
more pronounced and power-
ful in the east end. Some nice 
bass were caught by Joe Gray 
of Sagamore Beach on his Ditch 
Witch and Taylor Point’s ‘Brea-

kin Bob’ Weir with a white 
spook during a mid-Canal sur-
face bite. Worcester Firefighter 
Joel Benoit fooled some slots 
and Buzzards Bay’s Ben 
Sivonen lost count after reeling 
in over 10 fish with the biggest 
measuring 45 inches. I was jig-
ging a 5-ounce white Hurley 
Canal Killer in the east tide 
next to Vietnam Veteran Steve 
Colleran when fish started 
breaking in front of us like a 
happy dream.”  

Anglers Shaina Boyle and 
her father Gary Vandemoortele 
caught five striped bass to 
28-inch and bluefish to 30 inch-
es in Greenwich Bay last 
Wednesday. This weekend I 
fished in the same area with a 
friend and hooked up with a 
keeper and two smaller fish. 
All these fish were caught in 7 
to 12 feet of water trolling tube 
& worm at the bottom. No fish 
were found in the East Passage 
at Poppasquash Point, Bristol 
nor at Warwick Neck. 

Declan O’Donnell of Breach-
way Bait & Tackle, Charles-
town, said, “The bait is getting 
pushed into the ponds on an 
incoming tide with small 
spooks, and small soft plastics 
working in the salt pond chan-
nels. Back in the pond the 
worm hatch is still on, and  out 
front bass and blues are being 
found on rockpiles and Breach-
way outflows eating anything 
from top water to live eels. 
Won’t be long before some of 
the 30-40-pound bass start 
staging on our local reefs.”

Tautog. The spring tautog 
season ends on May 31 in 
Rhode Island for the spawning 
season and will reopen August 
1. In Massachusetts, the catch 
limit drops to one fish/per-
son/day from June 1 to July 31. 
In both states the open season 
limit changes on Aug. 1 with a 
three fish/person/day limit, 16 
to 21-inch slot with one fish al-
lowed to be over 21 inches.

“Summer Flounder (fluke), 
black sea bass and squid. 
“Fluke reports are starting to 
pick up with mostly smaller 
fish being caught locally and a 
few bigger fish being caught at 
the island. Black Sea Bass are 
still out in deeper water but are 
slowly making their way in. 
There is an abundance of squid 
out-front,” said O’Donnell of 
Breachway Bait & Tackle. We 
weighed in an 11-pound fluke 
over the holiday caught along 
the southern coastal beaches. 
Anglers are having some diffi-
culty finding flukes but when 
they do they tend to be large.  
Anglers are also targeting fluke 

at the East Grounds and in the 
Block Island Wind Farm area 
with good results,” said Elisa 
Cahill of Snug Harbor.

“Squid fishing remains 
strong along the coastal beach-
es,” said Cahill of Sung Harbor

Dave Monti holds a master cap-
tain’s license and charter fishing 
license. He serves on a variety of 
boards and commissions and has a 
consulting business focusing on 
clean oceans, habitat preservation, 
conservation, renewable energy, 
and fisheries related issues and 
clients. Forward fishing news and 
photos to dmontifish@verison.net 
or visit www.noflukefishing.com.

$6 million for right whale vessel strike prevention

BLUEFISH BITE: Shaina Boyle with a bluefish caught in Green-
wich Bay. (Submitted photo)
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Real Estate
Transactions

YOU COULD SPONSOR THIS PAGE
For more information about this opportunity, call

732-3100 or 821-2216

Coventry
ADDRESS SELLERS BUYERS DATE PRICE
4 Charlotte St Gadoury 2nd, Robert W Hamilton, Richard E 5/7 $315,000
6 Scenic Ridge Ct Derocher, Dennis and Derocher, Perida Fiore, Thomas V 5/8 $1,238,085
8 Sunset Cir Lot 35 Storybook Homes Inc Ronald J Pelletier T and Pelletier, Ronald J 5/10 $750,000
14 Terrace Ave Malm, Jessica and Malm, Wayne Soares, Andrew and Alba, Alyssa 5/6 $410,000
16 Chestnut St Whitehead, Dianne E and Hicks, Sherry Durning, Rebecca L and Durning, Alvin M 5/9 $435,000
18 Carolyn St Hoyle, Eric B Wilmouth, Rex 5/7 $355,000
25 Timber Trl Rollinson, Eric and Rollinson, Julie Ricci, Brittany A and Paula, Javier 5/10 $725,000
50 Cobblestone Ter Susan C Wurtz T and Wurtz, Susan C Malm, Wayne and Malm, Jessica L 5/6 $535,000
150 Provident Pl Vichroski Jr, Richard E Laplante, Lynda 5/6 $565,000
185 Richardson Rd Brock, Jeffrey A and Brock, Alysha M Albro, Daniel and Albro, Kelly 5/6 $678,910
233 Hopkins Hill Rd Vacha Barbara Est and Vacha, Russell Ryb Investments LLC 5/8 $305,000

Cranston
ADDRESS SELLERS BUYERS DATE PRICE
3 Beeckman Ave Ortiz, Pablo and Ortiz, Elida Giron Hernandez, Blanca M and Giron Hernande, Dallelyn E 5/7 $375,000
7 Dartmouth Rd A&m Prop LLC Ferrucci, Carl 5/10 $680,000
11 Anstis St Podsaid, Megan Bonder, Corinne and Braman Jr, Robert B 5/7 $555,000
16 Cliff Ave Rozzero Beverly A Est and Berger, Antonia M Mako LLC 5/8 $270,000
60 Forsythia Ln  Lawton June K Est and Rawson, Kimberly A Theng, Seyheng 5/6 $370,000
70 N Clarendon St Pettis Jr, Herbert L Miranda Hm & Prop LLC 5/10 $331,500
71 Lake St Isaac, Salley M Tims Roofing & Siding LLC 5/10 $205,000
77-79 Whipple Ave Chhan, Naly Ricart Osorio, Felix V 5/10 $375,000
78 Roger Williams Cir Floodman Robert W Est and Coscia, Stacey L Maly, Timothy and Shapiro, Pamela 5/10 $399,900
95 Pippin St Pacesetter Prop LLC Demorest Jr, John P 5/6 $433,400
96 Packard St Kaplan, Harold C and Kaplan, William D Mjb Prop LLC 5/6 $230,000
103-105 Grand Ave Lot 3463 Thelma M Carpetis Relt and Carpetis, James M Equity T Co 5/6 $325,000
103-105 Grand Ave Lot 742 Thelma M Carpetis Relt and Carpetis, James M Equity T Co 5/6 $325,000
127 E View Ave Marrapese Ft and Tyler, Deborah A Sanchez-Deleon, Freddy and Desanchez, Maria E 5/10 $370,000
1536 Cranston St Lot 852 R&j Leuropa Enterprises L Empress Estates LLC 5/8 $695,000
1536 Cranston St Lot 853 R&j Leuropa Enterprises L Empress Estates LLC 5/8 $695,000
1579 Elmwood Ave Fort Prop LLC Rodriguez-Richar, Carolina 5/9 $425,000
1581 Elmwood Ave Fort Prop LLC Paula, Amalia Y and Rodriguez, Louis N 5/7 $448,000

East Greenwich
ADDRESS SELLERS BUYERS DATE PRICE
65 Bayberry Ln  Hamilton, Nicholas C and Hamilton, Nicole L Lindquist, Dorothea R 5/10 $570,000
115 Woodbridge Dr Andreozzi, Anthony L and Andreozzi, Jeffrey R Hanson, Elizabeth A and Hanson, Jeremy R 5/8 $1,150,000

Exeter
ADDRESS SELLERS BUYERS DATE PRICE
265 Whispering Pine Way Lot 65 Lynch, Mary Smith, Corinne and Newton, James T 5/13 $615,000
342 Nooseneck Hill Rd Leham, Richard G and Freedom Mortgage Corp Beauparlant, Albert 5/14 $17,000

Johnston
ADDRESS SELLERS BUYERS DATE PRICE
6 Tarragon Dr Muccio, Jason J and Muccio, Aura P Croce, Brendan J and Stcyr, Riley 5/10 $712,500
16 Clinton St James R Shaw RET and Shaw, James R G&n Real State LLC 5/10 $335,000
16 S Williams St Marchetti, Melanie Chhan, Naly and Rong, Annie 5/10 $380,000
25 George Waterman Rd Aldrich, John D and Petrone, Tanya J Franklin, Renic and Bernardino, Aura O 5/13 $410,000
47 Dean Ave Hawkins, Lauren Beard, Ana M 5/13 $370,800
47 Morgan Ave Lot 29 Eaton, Michael Iqbal, Hasan A 5/9 $294,000
100 Scituate Ave Tetreault, Emily R Anderson, Thomas and Shaw, Allison J 5/8 $376,000

Warwick
ADDRESS SELLERS BUYERS DATE PRICE
5 Canfield Ct Dodd, Clifford D Shcolnik, Scott and Massie, Charlotte 5/10 $400,000
16 Elkland Rd Doodson, Wayne T Ming Mings Favorites Relt and Walters, Brenda 5/6 $275,000
25 Blue Hill Dr Saran Jr, Richard G Claros, Eric and Williams, Victoria 5/10 $370,000
25 Foxcroft Ave Trainor, Mary V and Trainor, Kevin P Scarpone Jr, Raymond D and Scarpone, Allison V 5/10 $273,000
33 Ann Mary Brown Dr Baker, Christa D and Baker, Jayson Mcclellan, Michael and Mcclellan, Lesley 5/10 $605,000
35 Carnation Dr Walsh Sr, James E and Walsh, Lise M Parks Ft and Parks, Robert E 5/8 $430,000
35 Country Club Dr Tindal, Elizabeth W Lara, Natalia C 5/10 $400,000
51 Bakers Creek Rd Della Cioppa, Dorothy A Fantini, Stacey M 5/9 $365,000
51 Terrace Ave Driven Rlty LLC Salbart Ri LLC 5/7 $284,000
61 Deer Run Xing Lot 61 Stonebridge Crossing Dev Kennelly, Peter M and Saugy, Candace A 5/10 $677,000
62 Longfellow Dr Longfellow Prop LLC Grenier, Garrett 5/7 $400,000
77 Johnson Ave Rihdr Inc Pacheco, Reuben 5/7 $426,000
81 Ticonderoga Dr Quaranto, Ronald A and Quaranto, Lynn E Hawk Prop LLC 5/10 $485,000
87 Elmbrook Dr Citizens Bank Na Ri Prop Wire LLC 5/9 $250,000
87 North St Aldridge, Donald and Aldridge, Gail Khong, Keo and Yin, Naranny 5/7 $530,000
90 Langley St Regnaire Marcia A Est and Regnaire, Christine M Giusti, Alyssa 5/6 $351,000
153 Graystone St Natl Resi Nt Svcs Inc Cloutier, Tyler F 5/10 $520,153
155 Lewiston St Iovino, Lucy O and Bonn, Linda Celtic Roman Grp LLC 5/6 $360,000
190 S Cobble Hill Rd Nagle, Ellen J Julian Rlty Grp LLC 5/10 $401,000
225 Main Channel Lot 1 Ann L Brawner Ft and Lyons, Caroline B Barak, Stephanie and Barak, Alan 5/7 $649,900
312 Church Ave Foster, Stephanie Cosenza, Frank and Beauchamp, Dawn 5/9 $440,000
319 Longmeadow Ave Martini Hldg LLC Miller, Leeann 5/10 $455,000
351 New London Ave Lot 501 Shulman, Lester A and Shulman, Angela M Dasilva, Marina C 5/8 $302,000
4204 Post Rd Smith Nathaniel T Est and Hazzard Smith, Karen T Bouchard, Christopher and Palmer, Rashelle 5/10 $430,000
4237 Post Rd Ez Street LLC Gesualdi, Rocco 5/6 $415,000

West Warwick
ADDRESS SELLERS BUYERS DATE PRICE
19 Penta St Petrarca, Anthony M Miller, Ralista M 5/9 $400,000
20 Woodbine St Ranieri, Bianca and Lopez, Elizabeth Perry, Machaela S 5/10 $335,000
39 W Warwick Ave Gursky, Peter M and Gursky, Robin L Fife, Christopher and Fife, Nany 5/10 $366,000
59 Royal Dr Henault Stephen J Est and Henault, Dennis G Lepizzera, Francine and Manfredo, Taylor 5/9 $415,000
805 Providence St Mario G Dimartino RET and Dimartino, Mario G Reyes, Joshua and Reyes, Abigail 5/14 $450,000
1518 Main St Rovedo, Brittany Davgin, Glenn and Davgin, Sara P 5/13 $470,000

This copyrighted material is compiled from public records and re-printed under agreement with the Warren Group of Boston. 
Not every community is reported each week. To report a data error, call 617–896–5310 or send an email to transfersatthewarrengroup.com
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I’ve recently been cataloging loss 
petitions for the Battle of Bunker (or 
Breed’s) Hill I’ve been compiling 
for some time. They are scattered 
through the volumes of documents at 
the Massachusetts State Archives, and 
it’s taken a long time to track them all 
down and add in related documents 
from other archives as well as the 
newspapers of the period. Now that 
I have them all cataloged, it’s really 
interesting to go through and read, 
albeit a bit tough. Some are for losses 
of arms, equipment, and clothing, and 
some are for the losses of men killed, 
as well as some for men who had been 
grievously wounded during the battle.

Obviously in this article I can only 
discuss a few, but I think with the 249th 
anniversary coming up on June 17, I 
feel it’s a good time to remember these 
men and their service. I’ll start with 
the not so humble petition of Chester 
Parker:

“The Humble petition of Chester 
Parker of Dracutt in the County of 
Middsex.—Humbly Shews That your 
Petitioner on ye 17th of June Last Was 
a Soldier in the Army In Capt. Oliver 

Parkers Company In Colo. Prescotts 
Rigement in the Battle Called the 
Bunker Hill Fight That your Petitioner 
was stationed in that parte of the 
Battle Called the Brest Work That 
he had a very good Firelock That 
he had an oppertunity of Fireing 
the same Seventeen Times at our 
unnatural Enimys Which he Carefully 
Improved to great advantage (being a 
Marksman) – But was there Wounded 
by a Ball from the Enimy In his Knee 
by which means he fell and Dropt 
his gun and was helped off the 
ground with the greatest Daring and 
Difi culty only Escaped With his Life 
and Lost his gun and Knapsack there 
for Which he hath not Received any 
Recom pence.” 

While being shot in the knee with a 
nominal .69-inch ball must have been 
horrible, Eleazer French of Dunstable 
lost a little more. He was a member of 
Capt. Samuel Gilbert’s company, Col. 
William Prescott’s regiment:

“This may Certif that Eleazer French 
Did in the Bunker’s Hill Fight Loose 
his Right Arm and with it his gun 
Price Eight Dollars and Catrage Box-
Powder Horn-Bayonet, ¾ lb Powder 
1 ½ il Balls and 1 Blanket all his own 
property.”

Another man badly wounded was 
Samuel Bradish of Winchendon. He 
wrote he: “was in the Battle on Bunker 
Hill, and received a Musket Ball 
through my head. Which it was almost 

a Miricule that it did not put an End to 
my Life, but thanks to god I am yet alive 
under miserable circumstances not 
being able for the most part to perform 
Business a Family to Maintain.”

There are so many more that as 
mentioned can’t be written about here; 
however, I may do a few articles here 
and there with more information on the 

men who fought, and some who didn’t 
make it home afterwards on June 17, 
1775.

Battle of
Bunker Hill 

Loss
Petitions

PLACE YOUR AD TODAY — ONLY $60 PER WEEK
8-week commitment • 3.42”x3” ad • FREE COLOR WHEN AVAILABLE

Appears in the Warwick Beacon, Cranston Herald, Johnston Sun Rise and The Reminder  — All 4 papers for one low price!

seasons 1-4

STREAMING NOW 
ripbs.org

Discover a Hidden Treasure...
...Right Here in Cranston

Saint Patrick
Catholic Church

 2068 Cranston Street
 Cranston, RI 02920

 - All Are Welcome -
 MaSSeS

(Sat) 5 PM – (Sun) 8:30 aM and 10:30 aM
Rental Space available

(401) 944-0001         Saintpatrickcatholicchurch.org

Where your Treasure is...
...there your heart will also be

By Joel Bohy
Historic Arms & Militaria 

Bruneau & Co. Auctioneers
Cranston, RI

Parkers Company In Colo. Prescotts 
Rigement in the Battle Called the 

Petitions

While being shot in the knee with a 
nominal .69-inch ball must have been 
horrible, Eleazer French of Dunstable 
lost a little more. He was a member of 
Capt. Samuel Gilbert’s company, Col. 

“This may Certif that Eleazer French 
Did in the Bunker’s Hill Fight Loose 
his Right Arm and with it his gun 



Johnston Sun Rise22 Thursday, May 30, 2024

Local � Adoptable � Loveable
ANIMAL   TALK

By Karen Kalunian

If you have been thinking of adopting or know of an 
animal in need, please contact Karen directly at

animaltalk1920@gmail.com

Photo credit: Karen Kalunian

Are you ready to get rollin’, well so is Roland! This ten-month-old pup loves to run! He’s got the 
supermodel legs to prove it too! Roland is a mixed breed with a beautiful brindle coat and a white 
nose that looks like it was dipped in sugar! If you have another playful pup, Roland loves other 
dogs! If you are ready to spend your days playing and snuggling, then contact Rhode Home Rescue 
for more information. You can visit their website http://www.rhodehomerescue.org or email them 
directly at rhodehomerescue@gmail.com  Roland is ready to run right into your heart!

Roland

By ROBERT DUGUAY 

For the past 20 years, FirstWorks has been a 
vital entity in Rhode Island’s cultural sphere 
with their inclusion of world-class perform-
ing arts while accompanying these experi-
ences with education programs. This endeav-
or has attracted nearly a million participants 
within this time period while positively im-
pacting local youth, their families and their 
communities. The fantastic result is due to the 
organization’s unique presentation and cura-
tion of events with their Summer Beats Con-
cert Series being one of several examples. For 
its fifth edition, the series will take place at the 
Roger Williams Park Grandstand throughout 
July. It promises to be a global journey for 
anyone who attends along with being a prime 
opportunity for folks to put on their dancing 
shoes and move to the music.

Each installment of the Summer Beats Con-
cert Series is free while guaranteeing an abun-
dance of fun for the entire family. It also 
promises to provide an array of musical and 
ethnic styles where people who attend can 
enjoy a type of art from a different part of the 
globe without having to do any extensive 
traveling.

“FirstWorks is thrilled to bring this wel-
coming concert series back to the park for a 
fifth year, expanding our partnership with 
Roger Williams Park Conservancy,” First-
Works’ Executive Artistic Director Kathleen 
Pletcher says about the series. “Our lineup 
invites all to dance their way from the Ivory 
Coast through the Southern Hemisphere and 
back up the East Coast corridor, all without 

leaving Providence! There is so much joy to 
experience through our artists this summer. 
Bring your dancing shoes, bring a picnic, 
bring a friend. All are welcome to join in the 
fun!”

“We’re thrilled to expand our partnership 
with FirstWorks to bring dynamic, world-
class talent to Providence’s backyard for the 
entire community to enjoy this summer, no 
passports needed,” adds Bonnie Nickerson, 
who is the Executive Director of the Roger 
Williams Park Conservancy.

The first night of the series is on July 11 
with Ivory Coast singer, dancer, percussionist 
and songwriter Dobet Gnahoré performing. 
Gnahoré is a Grammy-winning artist who 
pushes the musical roots of her home country 
in a variety of directions. She’s also known for 
her fantastic approach to dancing, exuberant 
stage presence and emotional way of singing. 
Her lyrics come across in various languages 
ranging from French to English to numerous 
Ivorian vernaculars while relaying a sense of 
optimism. Gnahoré honors the legacy and 
current impact of African women through her 
craft with empowerment and encouragement 
of others being her primary goal.

July 14 is the second part of the series with 
the tropical Afro-Latin sextet combo Quitape-
nas taking the bandstand stage. Influenced by 
rhythmic music of the ‘60s, ‘70s, and ‘80s, this 
band aims to get folks lost in their songs 
while having them let go of their worries and 
inhibitions. The band consists of sons of im-
migrants from Guatemala and Mexico while 
taking influences from the cultures of Angola, 
Peru, Brazil, Colombia and other countries. 
Their most recent release is the single “Bailan-
do, Gozando” that came out back in 2022 
with the B-side “Buena Que’sta”,  which is 
available for listening on Spotify and Band-
camp. Chances are that the people who show 
up will hear both songs performed live.

Closing out the Summer Beats Concert Se-
ries on July 21 will be La Excelencia, who are 
a staple of the salsa dancing scene in New 
York City. Inspired by the sounds of the ‘70s 
and today’s socio-political landscape, this 
12-piece band has a knack for putting on per-
formances that go beyond their genre while 
engaging audiences in energetic fashion. 
They have four studio albums under their 
belt with 2020’s “Machete” being their latest 
full-length release. La Excelencia have also 
had their music featured via several indie 
flicks, TV shows and compilations. They’re a 
prime example of the danceable vibe that this 
string of shows will be providing and they’ll 
be exhibiting this while conveying a mindful 
message.

Each show as part of the upcoming series 
starts at 6pm while being all ages and free 
admission. For more information and details 
for the series, log on to FirstWorks’ website at 
firstworks.org.

FirstWorks’ Summer Beats Concert Series 
returns to Roger Williams Park

DOBET GNAHORÉ

LA EXCELENCIA

QUITAPENAS
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Helping Local Businesses Thrive & Survive

 for your continued loyalty Call us at 732-3100 to advertise your business

Thank You
JD & SON DUCT 
CLEANING LLC

Theatre Review by DON FOWLER

“Once”, the minimalist movie that became 
a theatrical hit is the simple story of unre-
quited love.

Set primarily in a Dublin bar, the simple 
tale has some nice music and lighthearted 
book.

Wilbury Theatre, under the spirited direc-
tion of Artistic Director, Josh Short, has ex-
panded the musical, using every available 
space in the Waterplace building, and given 
the audience two hours of feel-good theatre.

Josh does this by using 18 actor/musicians 
playing everything from accordions to vio-
lins as accompaniment to the main charac-
ters: a guy (Nile Scott Hawver) and a girl 
(Alison Russo).

The guy is a down and out Irish singer/
songwriter who writes about his lost love 
who has moved to New York City.

The girl is an energetic Czeck pianist whose 
husband has left her with a young daughter.

She hears his sad song to his lost love and 
quickly discovers the talent within him, en-
couraging him to release that talent, which he 
eventually does, shifting his feelings in his 
music towards her.

She resists his advances, but pursues a pla-
tonic friendship, encouraging and helping 
him cut a demo tape, raise money, and as-

semble a band.
Does boy get girl in the end? I won’t tell.
I had seen the movie and the musical (On 

the large proscenium stage at PPAC) and was 
not overly thrilled with the story but enjoyed 
the music.

The intimacy of the Wilbury space changed 
all that. Musicians surrounded the stage, 
playing softly in the background on the guy 
and girl’s ballads and then filling the stage 
with music and dance to move the change of 
scenes along smoothly.

If you arrive early, you’ll enjoy the musi-
cians warming up on stage.

Some of them also double in supporting 
roles.

Jason Quinn adds a bit of needed humor to 
his role, while actor/director/URI Professor 
Vince Petronio plays the mandolin (quite 
well) and is the guy’s father.

Alison Russo, hot from a long run as one of 
the twins in Gamm’s hilarious “Twelfth 
Night” is the perfect fit for the girl, with all 
the energy, enthusiasm, and marvelous voice 
needed for the role.

Keep your eye on her. She is a most talent-
ed actress.

FLASH: Wilbury’s quick response for tick-
ets has moved the theatre to extend the run of 
“Once” to June 23rd. And that’s for a PG rat-
ed show!

Wilbury adds new life to ‘Once’

By IDA ZECCO

 “Once” the musical is a heartfelt and en-
chanting production that shines with its 
simplicity and authenticity. “Once,” book by 
Enda Walsh; music and Lyrics by Glen Han-
sard and Markéta Irglová, captures univer-
sal themes of love, longing and following 
one’s dream. The Wilbury production fully 
immerses the audience in both storytelling 
and action. This “one room” experience, di-
rected by Wilbury’s Artistic Director, Josh 
Short, delivers a truly moving and unforget-
table evening of theater running now 
through June 23. I had the opportunity to 
catch up with Josh Short in a recent inter-
view.

Ida: What drew you to select “Once” 
as a production for the Wilbury Theater 
Group?

Josh: I think that there are a lot of the-
matic elements of “Once” that resonate 
with me and with the community right 
now. It’s a beautiful story about two 
people who feel stuck in their own lives. 
Coming out of COVID over the last few 
years, there were a lot of people that are 
looking for connection. This play is 
about that and about two people who 
are stuck within their own minds, find 
each other and help each other move 
forward. The musical recognizes the in-
herent loneliness that we all carry with 
us as individuals. Everybody is stuffed 
in their own story, but it’s hard for us to 
look outside of ourselves until some-
body comes along in our life and gives 
us the kick in the pants that we need.

Ida: So how does “Once” resonate 
with the theater’s artistic at mission and 
vision?

Josh: It’s a great ensemble, musical 
piece which is something that we really 
love doing here and that the team here 
does really well. All the actors play their 

own instruments, and we utilize the 
whole space. It’s very much one of those 
pieces that for a long time I thought 
would be a great thing for the Wilbury. 
“Once” clearly engages and provokes 
the audience which is what our produc-
tions offer to the community. John Car-
ney who wrote and directed the film was 
asked why it was called “Once.” He 
said, “Because everybody goes through 
their lives thinking that ‘once I do this, 
then I’ll have that or once this happens, 
then I’ll be able to do that.’” We put off 
pursuing the dreams that we want. I’m 
excited to share this production with 
audiences and have that conversation.

Ida: What were some of the unique 
challenges in bringing “Once” to life on 
your stage?

Josh: We had a very long casting pro-
cess, trying to find actors, who were also 
excellent musicians. I admit, we have an 
A-Team of string players. I’m so happy 
with how it all came together, but that 
was certainly a challenge. Also creative-
ly maximizing the space, as you know 
we have a small, black box theater with 
a 70 to 80 seat house. We have 18 cast 
members with instruments which push-
es the space to its limit.

Ida: What particular elements of the 
show do you think will resonate most 
with your audience?

Josh: Well, I think in addition to the 
performances, which are really moving, 
I hope people walk away recognizing 
the sheer talent in the room as well as 
how we have creatively engaged them as 

participants within this production. I 
hope they are excited about that.

Ida: How have you worked creatively 
with the cast and the team to really cap-
ture the essence of “Once?” Have you 
done anything unique in terms of stag-
ing, direction or design?

Josh: I think what’s unique is the size 
of the theater which is very intimate and 
so the audience and the actors are out 
there the entire time together, sharing 
the space together. As the design team, 
we wanted to create an expensive com-
munity and shared storytelling was im-
portant to us and so from the moment 
the audience walks in, the actors are out 
are mingling with them. The audience is 
not removed from the action of this piece 
which we call “immersive” or “one room 
theater.” You can’t do that in a large, 
Broadway theater. It is not only sharing 
space with the audience, but also story-
telling.

Ida: Can you share any sort of behind 
the scene insights or anecdotes about the 
production process of Once?

Josh: Some actors have a very solid 
music background with formal training. 
Some are musicians with some acting 
experience. The cast is then made up of 
actors who are playing musicians and 
musicians who are playing actors. I hon-
estly wondered how all of this was going 
to meld together to make something real 
and cohesive. It is exciting to see how 
that line between musician and actor has 
not only blurred but practically disap-
peared. This is a musical in which it is 
more than learning lines and notes. We 
have created something here that inte-
grates the music with the action in order 
for there to be a direct relationship to the 
script, actor and audience. Together, the 
music and the script tell a very intimate 
story in which we can all relate.

Moving forward in a “One Room” theatrical engagement
An Interview with Josh Short, Director/Artistic Director

Josh Short 
(Submitted photo by Erin X. Smithers)

Dave Rabinow with Nile Hawver and Alison Russo who appear 
courtesy Actors' Equity Association, the Union of Professional Ac-
tors and Stage Managers in the United States. (Submitted photos by 
Erin X. Smithers)
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