Sun 1se

Vol. 27, Number 26 - 20 Pages

COMPLIMENTARY

Thursday, August 15, 2024

No suspects in Memorial Park abduction attempt

By RORY SCHULER

According to an alert 8-year-old camp-
er, the jogger wet a cloth and approached
her. Police say the man commanded the
young girl, to “come here.”

She refused, ran away and reported
the incident.

Now police are looking for the suspect

— a man in his late 20s to early 30s,
around 6-feet-tall with olive-toned skin
and black hair — accused of trying to
abduct a summer camper in Johnston’s
War Memorial Park last Friday.

“An 8-year-old camper reported that
while sitting on a park bench, a male jog-
ging by approached her and removed a
small brown bottle and a cloth from his

Crossbody bag,” Johnston Police Chief
Mark A. Vieira said Wednesday morn-
ing. “According to the camper, the male
suspect proceeded to wet the cloth with
the substance in the bottle and ap-
proached ... her while she was seated on
a park bench.”

Johnston Police issued a community
alert after the incident, which occurred

around 3:35 p.m., Friday, Aug. 9.

“Officers responded to Johnston War
Memorial Park at 1583 Hartford Ave. fol-
lowing a report of an attempted child
abduction,” according to the alert. “Po-
lice are currently seeking a person of in-
terest.”
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NO SWIMMING: Most people already know, but you
shouldn’t swim in the Woonasquatucket River in John-
ston or North Providence. While the U.S. EPA approves
of canoeing and kayaking in the river, as well as walking,
running and biking along the banks, the agency recom-
mends washing thoroughly after any contact with the
water, sediment or soil. (Photos courtesy U.S. EPA)

EPA:
Don’t

sSwim in

the

Woony!

By GRETA SHUSTER
Special to the SunRise

Seen warning signs posted along the Woonas-
quatucket River in Johnston or North Providence?

Here’s why reading them is important.

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency warns
Johnston, North Providence and Providence residents

Mayor proposes change

to ‘archaic’ ordinance,

softening penalties and
defining ‘excessive’

By RORY SCHULER

Tanya Rocchio was surprised to see a John-
ston Animal Control officer pull into her
driveway.

Her three dogs — Harper, Reagan and
Luciano — were outside. They might have
been barking. That’s what healthy, happy
dogs tend to do. They bark to communicate.

While Johnston Animal Control only gave
Rocchio a warning, she decided to look into
the town’s dog barking laws and penalties.
She discovered the town technically had the
authority to remove and possibly destroy
her animals if they barked “excessively.”

Her research scared her into contacting the
mayor.

“The one that really concerned me as a dog
owner is my dogs being removed from the
home,” Rocchio said while standing outside
the Johnston Municipal Courthouse follow-
ing the Tuesday, Aug. 13 Town Council
meeting, where an updated “Excessive Dog
Barking Ordinance” received its first read.
“And then reading it, and saying that they
could be destroyed, or ... euthanized, was

1

excessive. We need to take your dog.

u WOONY - PAGE 4 u

BARKING - PAGE 6

Under the old law:

Barking in Johnston could
mean the death penalty

very scary to read. Just because, what is ex- MY THREE PUPS: Tanya Rocchio lives on Memorial Avenue in
cessive? I don’t know what that is. Anyone Johnston. After animal control showed up to investigate barking
from Johnston PD can come and use their complaints, she discovered the town had the authority to remove
discretion and say, ‘Oh that dog’s barking is and possibly destroy her animals if they barked “excessively.
She said her three dogs — Harper, Reagan and Luciano — are
more like family members than pets. So she reached out to the
mayor. (SunRise photo by Rory Schuler)

Tori and Cathy Andreozzi

Worlds change in an instant

Maybe it's time we
all sit down and talk

By BARBARA POLICHETTI
Special to the SunRise

The world changed in an instant for Cathy Andreozzi on
March 26, 2003, when she learned that her 12-year-daughter,
Tori Lynn, had been struck by a drunk driver while walking
to school in West Warwick.

Tori, an energetic girl who loved martial arts, suffered a
traumatic brain injury. And although severely impaired, she
lived, surrounded by love and care, until November 2022.

It’s a story that could have had a different ending and that

is why Andreozzi, who now lives in Warwick, will be taking

art in a community conversation scheduled for next

Thursday, Aug. 22, at 6:30 p.m., at the Johnston High School
Auditorium.

The program — entitled “A Conversation About Impaired
Driving, The Law, And a Call to Action” — is a collaborative
effort with the Johnston School Department, the Johnston
Prevention Coalition and the foundation that Andreozzi
founded in her daughter’s name.

In addition to Andreozzi, speakers will include Johnston
Police Chief Mark Vieira, Johnston Fire Chief David Iannuc-
cilli, a representative of the attorney general’s office, and
Patricia Sweet, director of Prevention Programs and the
Southern Providence County Regional Prevention Task
Force.

u ANDREOZZI - PAGE 9
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BANKRUPTCY

NEW ENGLAND WATER CONDITIONING

NOW HIRING

Full Time Service Technicians

for Water Filtration System & Well Pressure Tanks.
Must have good Driving Record.
$20-$25/hour dependent on experience. Will train.
Paid Holidays, Blue Cross & Dental. Ample overtime available.
Company contributes to IRA. Paid Vacation after 1 year.

Contact Jeff 401.392.0199 or

Flat
$95000 Atty. Fee
Chapter 7 Bankruptcy

Payment Plan Available

Attorney David B. Hathaway
Former Chapter 7 Bankruptcy Trustee

401-738-3030
dhathawaysr@gmail.com

This firm is a debt relief agency

email resume to Jeff@hewenglandwater.com

DO YOU NEED
A NEW ROOF?

If So, | Bet The Last Thing You Want To Do RIGHT NOW
Is Spend $15,000-$25,000 or More On A New Roof!

Call the Roof Assistance Hotline at 401-954-901.2 to learn

how you may qualify to replace your old roof for $5,000-$6,000
of your own personal funds, regardless of roof size.

This is not a loan or a grant so there is no application to fill out and no home appraisal
required. Qualifying is strictly based on a free assessment of your current roof.

Who this program is NOT for:
Homeowners with smaller than average roofs
Homeowners that have replaced sections of
their roof over the years, piece by piece
Homeowners with roofs that are less than 10
years old
Homeowners that a have a roof in absolutely
terrible condition that probably needed to be

replaced many, many years ago

Call the Hotline at

401-954-9012

for your free roof assessment or go to
www.roofassistancehotline.com

Who this program is for:

1. Homeowners with medium, large or
extra-large roofs

2. This program is not based on financial
hardship. In fact, many homeowners
that we assist are considered somewhat
affluent

3.  Homeowners with a roof that is between
10-35 years old are ideal
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JOoHNSTON PoLICE Loeg

RECEIVING
STOLEN GOODS

Around 9:45 a.m., July 27, Johnston
Police Patrolman Nicholas Defelice
was patrolling Hartford Avenue when
he spotted a black Nissan Altima in
front of a store, and the rear passenger
break light was allegedly out.

He looked up the vehicle’s registra-
tion and found the plates “belonged
on a (green) 2007 Volkswagen.”

The plates were also reported stolen
by the Pawtucket Police Department.

Defelice followed the vehicle and
watched it circle the parking lot “mul-
tiple times.”

“The vehicle then went to a B]’s gas
pump to avoid me,” Defelice wrote in
the arrest report. “As a result, I parked
my patrol vehicle to (observe) what
the occupants were doing.”

The vehicle drove away from the
pumps and dropped a passenger off
at the plaza entrance. The vehicle then
parked in the Price Rite parking lot,
and the driver exited the vehicle.

Police later identified the driver as
Terry Jones, 49, of 21 Searle St., Provi-
dence. He went into the store.

Around 10 a.m., Jones exited the
store and walked east on Hartford
Avenue, “abandoning the vehicle.”

Defelice detained Jones in front of
the Bank Newport at 1423 Hartford
Ave.

Jones provided police with a bill of
sale for the vehicle and told police the
plates were removed from another
vehicle and placed on his new car.
However, dispatch personnel con-
firmed that the plates were still listed
as stolen.

Jones was arrested and charged
with Receiving Stolen Goods, a mis-
demeanor. The vehicle was towed
from the parking lot. He was ar-
raigned around 2:30 p.m. and released
on $1,000 personal recognizance.

NO LICENSE OR
REGISTRATION

Around 6 p.m., July 24, Johnston
Police Patrolman Elijah J. Bolarinho
was on a fixed posted at 557 Killingly
St. when he spotted a white Nissan
Rogue pass by northbound with no
front registration plate.

He initiated a motor vehicle stop
and identified the driver as Craig S.
Tannucci, 29, of 169 Rugby St., Provi-
dence.

Rhode Island Department of Motor
Vehicles (DMV) records showed the
plates were registered to someone else
and belonged on a 2010 red Nissan,
according to the arrest report.

Police said lannucci’s driver’s li-
cense was also suspended.

“It should be noted that this was
Mr. Iannucci’s fourth/subsequent of-
fense for driving with a suspended
license,” Bolarinho wrote.

The vehicle was towed from the
scene and the driver was placed un-
der arrest. He was transported to
Johnston Police Headquarters, pro-
cessed and later released with a court
summons. lannucci was charged with
Driving with a Suspended License
(fourth or subsequent offense, a mis-
demeanor). He was also cited for Im-
proper Use of Evidence of Registra-
tion or Certificate of Title, Display of
Plates and Suspended Registration,
according to police.

DUI

Around 12:07 a.m., July 27, John-
ston Police patrolmen at a fixed post
spotted a vehicle traveling south on
Atwood Avenue with “illegal installa-
tion of sunscreen material and at an
excessive rate of speed.”

The vehicle also allegedly changed
lanes without a signal, according to
police.

Police initiated a traffic stop. They
identified the driver as Joshua M.

Lemay, 28, of 18 Sheffield Ave., Cov-
entry.

According to the arrest report, Le-
may’s eyes were “severely bloodshot”
and Johnston Police Patrolman Pat-
rick Gendreau smelled “a moderate
odor of alcohol emanating from the
(vehicle) interior.”

According to police, Lemay’s speech
was “mumbled,” he was “sweating
profusely, and his cheeks were ...
red.” Police say they spotted four
opened and emptied nips on the ve-
hicle. He allegedly told police they
belonged to a friend.

Police asked Lemay to exit the ve-
hicle and consent to a series of stan-
dardized field sobriety tests.

Following the tests, Lemay was ar-
rested and transported to Johnston
Police Headquarters.

Police searched the vehicle and say
they found “11 emptied Grape 99
nips” and an “unopened full contain-
er of alcohol.”

Lemay was charged with DUI (first
offense, blood alcohol content un-
known). He was also charged with
Speeding 1-10 MPH in Excess of Post-
ed Limit, Unlawful installation of
Windshield and Window-Owner,
Open Container and Refusal to Sub-
mit to a Chemical Test.

SHOPLIFTING

On July 10, Johnston Police took
custody of a suspect wanted in town
for a misdemeanor Shoplifting charge.
Police identified the suspect as Tara
A. Petrini, 34, of 2 Glossop St., Provi-
dence.

Earlier in the month, around 3:40
p-m., July 1, Johnston Police Patrol-
man Thomas Santurri responded to
Market Basket, 1300 Hartford Ave.,
for the report of a shoplifting incident.

A store manager told police that a
woman walked through the store with
“an extremely full cart” filled with
“expensive items like Red Bull and
other energy drinks,” Santurri wrote
in the incident report.

The store manager watched the
woman and stationed employees at
the store exits. Petrini allegedly
bounced between exits, but eventual-
ly attempted to leave without paying
for the groceries, which were valued
at $968.54. A store employee stopped
the cart and was able to “secure her
hand bag.” She was seen walking east
on Hartford Avenue. The case was
forwarded to the Johnston Police De-
tective Division for further investiga-
tion.

Police identified Petrini via a docu-
ment they found in the seized purse.
They issued a warrant for Petrini’s
arrest on a misdemeanor Shoplifting
charge.

Johnston Police also note that Petri-
ni was also wanted by both the Cov-
entry and Providence Police depart-
ments for Shoplifting charges.

Police handed off custody of Petrini
to Coventry Police personnel around
4:45 p.m., July 10.

DOMESTIC SIMPLE
ASSAULT

Around 9:50 a.m., Aug. 7, Cranston
Police Officers arrested Nickoli Torri-
co, 41, of 218 Grosenor Ave., East
Providence, for Domestic Simple As-
sault (“3rd/Greater” offense, accord-
ing to Cranston Police). The arrest
was the result of a call from Johnston
Police “contacting us about an inci-
dent that occurred on Glenwood” Av-
enue, according to Cranston Police.
Torrico was transported to Third Dis-
trict Court for arraignment.

EDITOR'’S NOTE: The preceding po-
lice log information has been taken from
public record police incident and arrest
reports provided by the Johnston Police
Department and other local law enforce-
ment agencies.
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He helped sew the
Senior center seed
and watched it grow

By RICHARD J. DELFINO JR.
Special to the Sun Rise

In 1940, the Hy-Test Oil Company operated a one
pump gas station in Providence and delivered kero-
sene and oil for heating homes.

The business, owned and operated by Peter Lom-
bardi Sr., and his son Peter Jr.,, moved to Atwood
Avenue in Johnston, in the area now called Cross-
road Commons, which was built in 1990 by the
Lombardis. In the early 1970s, the senior Lombardi
helped organize the early versions of today’s mod-
ern senior center, in property next to Saint Antho-
ny's Church on Plainfield Street. The building
needed heat, which was provided by Peter Jr. Ser-
vices to seniors included health care, eye exams and
food to needy seniors.

Their efforts were coordinated with the Knights of
Columbus, and many additional services became
available. Flash forward a number of years, and
Peter Jr. was asked to assist in providing heat to a
small building on Priscilla Lane, across from Saint
Rocco's Church.

That building housed a group of seniors from
Johnston who had established a nonprofit, in hopes
of creating a Johnston Senior Center. Following in
his father's footsteps, Peter Jr., joined the board of
the nonprofit, and later served as chair. Their long-
term goal was to find a suitable building and cam-
pus facility that would be the envy of every city and
town.

That effort was led by this week’s Johnston Senior
Center Profile, Peter Lombardi Jr., who spearheaded
the locating and building of the current Johnston
Senior Center some 18 years ago, a facility that re-
mains one of the state’s most beautiful Centers
housing many services to older adults. Even today,
this 91-year-old, former prominent Johnston busi-
nessman, will visit the Center, have lunch, and is
always making donations for the members’ contin-
ued enjoyment. Many of our members here have
wonderful stories and have played a role in helping
to shape this town, of hard working, proud and
principled families, whose legacies continue to be
shared. Peter Lombardi Jr. will always be remem-
bered as a man whose vision became a reality, for
generations to enjoy.

Editor’s Note: Richard |. DelFino |r. serves as Execu-
tive Director of the Johnston Senior Center, at 1291
Hartford Ave., Johnston. The Johnston Sun Rise regu-
larly publishes a senior profile, called “Senior Spotlite,”
submitted by the senior center.

Senior
‘Spotlite’

HE STARTED IT ALL: This week's Johnston Senior Center ‘Spotlite’ shines on Peter Lombardi Jr., who sp
headed the locating and building of the current Johnston Senior Center about 18 years ago. (Photo cour
Richard J. DelFino Jr.)

PAID POLITICAL ADVERTISEMENT PAID POLITICAL ADVERTISEMENT

JOHNSTON RESIDENTS

Re-elect Endorsed Senator Candidate

Richard Delfino 111

and the Endorced Democratic Senate

District 25 Committee

PAID POLITICAL ADVERTISEMENT PAID POLITICAL ADVERTISEMENT

Anthony Pilozzi
Jennifer Russo *
Derek Lafazia *

Frank Lombardo IV *

Steven Mandarelli *

Paid for by Anthony Pilozzi
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m Woony

(Continued from page 1)

to take caution around the Woonasquatucket River this
summer as contamination in and around the water may
pose health risks. Several signs posted along the river ad-
vise local residents to not eat the plants or wildlife that live
in and around the river, swim or wade in the water or dig
in the riverbanks.

“The warning signs are to remind [locals], and people
who may not live along the river coming to visit, just about
the safety around it,” said Charlotte Gray, community in-
volvement coordinator for the EPA.

However, the EPA approves of canoeing and kayaking in
the river, as well as walking, running and biking along the
banks, but recommends washing thoroughly after any con-
tact with the water, sediment or soil.

“There are safe ways to use the river. Boating is safe in
the river, it’s mainly contact with the sediments and flood-
plain soil that we want people to avoid,” said EPA Reme-
dial Project Manager Hoshaiah Barczynski.

The Woonasquatucket River Watershed Council often
hosts community paddle excursions in canoes or kayaks at
various locations along the river, which are approved by
the EPA.

“I would say that we’re not getting indications that the
river is often used,” said Gray. “I've done some door-to-
door work and people are well aware not to go in the river.
The mayors on both the Johnston and North Providence
sides have made it clear that people are not going into the
river.”

The contamination in the Woonasquatucket River stems
from the Superfund site at the Centredale Manor apart-
ment complex. The site consists of about 9 acres, extending
south from the Centredale Manor down the Woonas-
quatucket River to the Lyman Mill Dam, according to the
EPA.

From the 1940s-1970s, the site was home to Atlantic
Chemical Co. and New England Container Company, Inc.,
who contaminated the site with dioxin and polychlorinated
biphenyls. During that time, chemicals were released di-
rectly into the ground, buried and emptied directly into the
river.

“This is not an EPA-led cleanup,” said Barczynski. “It is
a cleanup that is being performed by the responsible par-
ties, the people who have been legally found to be liable for
this contamination.”

Since cleanup efforts started in the fall of 2019, remedia-
tion of the source area at the Centredale Manor has been
completed. The cleanup process mainly consisted of con-
solidating and capping contaminated soil with a cap that is
appropriate for hazardous waste.

The cleanup effort has now moved downriver, focusing
on targeted areas where there has been higher contamina-
tion. “We have not yet taken on the entire floodplain soil of
the river because we are still figuring out the best way to
contain and dispose of the soil,” Barczynski said. “In the
meantime, we have controls in place to prevent exposure to
people. We have fencing along the site where contamina-
tion is at unacceptable levels, and we have signs downriver
to prevent people from using the river in unsafe ways.”

Barczynski hopes people will someday be able to swim
in the river.

The EPA is currently completing their five-year review of
the Centredale Manor site. The cleanup team predicts that
it will be completed in the fall, when it will be posted on the
EPA website for public viewing. For urgent questions sur-
rounding usage of the river, contact the EPA toll-free hot-
line posted on the warning signs, 1-(888)-372-7341.

“We'll keep the public informed,” said Gray. “We're here,
and we're available.”

Editor’s Note: Greta Shuster is a Beacon Media editorial
summer intern.

THE WOONY:
Don't swim in the
Woonasquatucket
River in Johnston or
North Providence,
warns the U.S.
EPA. They provided
this picturesque im-
age of the Woony,
as well as this map
(at right) of the
cleanup areas at
the Centredale
Manor restoration
Superfund site.
(Photos courtesy
U.S. EPA)

Quality Fuel at a LOW Price!

AC, Furnace, Boiler and Oil Tank Installation & Replacement
Automatic Delivery Available « Heating Assistance Vendor

CALLIEORILOWESTYERICE!

Aurora Fuel Heating
& Air Conditioning

401-823-5996

Kl www.aurorafuelri.com o
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-293 section from Warwick to Granston to close starting Aug. 16

On Friday night, Aug. 16, the Rhode
Island Department of Transportation
(RIDOT) will begin an extended weekend
closure affecting a short portion of Inter-
state 295 in Warwick, West Warwick and
Cranston for the replacement of the Prov-
idence Street Bridge. A combination of
full highway closures and lane closures
are scheduled throughout that weekend
and into the early work week, with all
lanes restored by 6 a.m. on Tuesday, Aug.
20, according to a RIDOT press release.

“RIDOT is using accelerated bridge
construction methods to replace this large
structurally deficient bridge,” according
to the state agency. “Over the course of
the extended weekend, RIDOT will de-
molish the old bridge and move the new
bridge into place.”

During full closures, 1-295 will be
closed between I-95 in Warwick and
Route 37 in Cranston. When just lane clo-
sures are needed, they will occur at the
Providence Street Bridge overpass, locat-

DETOUR MAP:
The Rhode ls-
land Department
of Transporta-
tion (RIDOT)
provided this
detour map, ex-
pected to go in-
to affect Friday
night, Aug. 16,
when an extend-
ed weekend clo-
sure of a short
portion of Inter-
state 295 in
Warwick, West
Warwick and
Cranston for the
replacement of
the Providence
Street Bridge.
RIDOT expects
all lanes will be
restored by 6
a.m. on Tuesday,
Aug. 20. (Map
courtesy
RIDOT)

ed north of Exit 1B (Route 2). Motorists
can expect congestion and are advised to
provide additional travel time to follow
the detours during closures.

Closure Schedule:

e Friday, Aug. 16: I-295 in both direc-
tions reduced to one lane at 7 p.m.
and fully closed at 9 p.m. Provi-
dence Street above 1-295 closed at 7
pm.

e Saturday, Aug. 17: One lane opens
at 9 a.m. for I-295 South. All lanes
for I-295 North and South reopen
at 12 p.m.

¢ Sunday, Aug. 18: Both directions of
I-295 close at 5 p.m.

e Monday, Aug. 19: Both directions
of 1-295 reopen at 6 a.m. Single-
lane closures are likely between 9
am. and 2 p.m. and after 6 p.m.

e Tuesday, Aug. 18: All lanes on I-295
and Providence Street above 1-295
reopen by 6 a.m.

Closure Details & Detour Info:

1-295 North: When full closures are
scheduled, the beginning of 1-295
North will be closed (I-95 North
Exit 28A). Through traffic will fol-
low a detour using I-95 North to
Exit 31B (Route 37 West) to return
to 1-295 North. Since this closure
prevents access to Exit 1A (Route
113) and Exit 1B (Route 2), RIDOT
recommends local traffic use 1-95
North Exit 28 to Route 113 to Route
2 or Route 5.

1-295 South: When full closures are
scheduled, detouring traffic will
use Exit 3A to Route 37 East to
reach I-95 South. Local traffic can
use the Route 2 or Pontiac Avenue
exits off Route 37 to detour. Addi-
tionally, I-95 South’s Exit 28A (I-
295 North to Route 2 North only)
and Exit 28C (Route 113 West) will
remain open.

A detour map can also be found at:
www.ridot.net/DetourMaps.

During the extended weekend, RIDOT
will also close Providence Street at the
bridge and set up local detours using
Route 2 and East Avenue.

The Providence Street Bridge was built
in 1968 and carries 10,500 vehicles per
day, according to RIDOT. The entire proj-
ect is expected to wrap up in spring 2025.
“All construction projects are subject to
changes in schedule and scope depend-
ing on needs, circumstances, findings and
weather,” warns RIDOT.

“The replacement of the Providence
Street Bridge is made possible by Rhode-
Works and the Bipartisan Infrastructure
and Improvement Act,” according to the
RIDOT press release. “RIDOT is commit-
ted to bringing Rhode Island’s infrastruc-
ture into a state of good repair while re-
specting the environment and striving to
improve it.”

(

PROVIDENCE STREET BRIDGE

GLOSED OVER I-299

DETOUR
AHEAD

On Friday night, August 16, the Rhode Island Department of Transportation will temporarily close a short
section of [-295 from [-95 in Warwick to Route 37 in Cranston for the rapid replacement of the Providence
Street Bridge. The closure extends into Saturday morning, August 17 and will be needed again during the
Sunday, August 18 early evening and overnight hours. Lane closures are likely at all other times during this
extended weekend operation. All lanes will be reopened by the morning rush hour on Tuesday, August 20.

Plan extra time for travel and get detour information at www.ridot.net/news.

1oT

Driven fo get you there

Department of Transportation
Two Capitol Hill
Providence, Rl 02903

401-222-2450
www.ridot.net
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ANSWER TO THIS
WEEK’S PUZZLE:
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Brilliant Basement
Waterproofing, LLC

Over 36 Years Combined Experience
Egress Windows, Foundation Repair,
Crack Sealing, Sump Pumps,
Pumps Eliminated in Most Homes,
Yard Drainage

m

,_
-
>

HIC. 0653192 « RI Lic. #43473
CALLUS

401-541-5985

R2I5544

www.brilliantbasementwaterproofing.com

Rewriting the
Rules of
Retirement

Retirement comes with more time for
the things you love. A reverse mortgage
can help you fund them.

v Pay off your existing mortgage to
eliminate monthly payments'

v+ Get additional income tax-free cash
to use for what matters most?

+ Continue to own your home just like a
traditional mortgage

Contact Carol Miller, your local
Reverse Mortgage Specialist.

[ (401) 406-1247 (Cell)
s sses2s 5 carol.miller@longbridge-financial.com

1. Property taxes, homeowners' insurance, and home maintenance required. The home must be your primary residence.
2. Consult a financial advisor and appropriate government agencies for any effect on taxes or government benefits.
Branch Office: 1 International Bivd, Suite 900 Mahwah, NJ 07495. NMLS #957935. Licensed by Rhode Island Third Party
Loan Servicer License 20193879LS, Rhode Island Lender License 20153084LL, MA Debt Collector License DC957935,
Mortgage Lender License, with reverse mortgage authority ML 957935.

m Abduction

(Continued from page 1)

The suspect was “last seen wearing a white or gray
tank top, black and reddish shorts, and carrying a large
black water bottle and Crossbody bag,” police said.

Vieira called the incident “an attempted child abduc-
tion.”

“The juvenile camper alerted camp counselors by
yelling for help at which time the male suspect ran into
the men’s bathroom,” Vieira said. “He later exited the
bathroom shirtless and subsequently fled from the area
on foot towards Atwood Avenue. During the encounter,
the suspect never made contact with the juvenile camp-
er.”

Major changes have been happening in Memorial
Park. Last year, town officials celebrated the installation
of Providence’s former Christopher Columbus monu-
ment. A new splash pad is under construction and just
last week, dignitaries gathered to unveil the Grieco
Automotive Group Inclusive Playground.

Meanwhile, police are asking anyone who might
have been “in the park at the time of the incident and/
or have any additional information” to “please contact
Detective Michael Andreozzi at 401-757-3140.”

“We appreciate the public’s assistance,” Johnston
Police posted on social media.

According to Vieira, the case remains open.

“Johnston Police Detectives are currently investigat-
ing to identify a suspect and the case is ongoing,” Viei-
ra said Wednesday morning, Aug. 14. “We are follow-
ing up on all leads to include any potential video sur-
veillance in the area that could have captured an image
of the suspect.”

Johnston Mayor Joseph M. Polisena Jr. his adminis-
tration is focused on bolstering security at the park.

“With all that’s been invested in Johnston Memorial
recently, we’ve been working on installing cameras in
the park for the past few months,” Polisena said
Wednesday. “With this alleged indecent, we will now
go forward with an emergency procurement to install
cameras. Security cameras will act as both a deterrent
and help identify any alleged suspicious activity. Hope-
fully this gives residents a peace of mind.”

NEW AND IMPROVED LAW: Johnston Mayor Joseph M. Polisena Jr. heard Tanya Rocchio’s concerns anc
agreed. He has proposed major changes to the town’s dog barking ordinance, and on Tuesday he addressec
Johnston Town Council during the new law’s first reading. (SunRise photo by Rory Schuler)

m Barking

(Continued from page 1)

The old law sent shivers through
the lifelong dog-lover.

Rocchio’s dogs are more like
family members than pets. The Me-
morial Avenue resident couldn’t
imagine losing them because of an
occasional barking annoyance.

“I did reach out to the mayor to
express my concerns with the ordi-
nance after looking at it,” she said.

Johnston Mayor Joseph M.
Polisena Jr. heard Rocchio’s con-
cerns and agreed.

“So our current dog barking or-
dinance is vague in the sense of it
prohibits ‘excessive barking,””
Polisena explained. “I had a con-
stituent call who said her neigh-
bors were complaining about her
dog barking but she thought it was
normal barking and more impor-
tantly, she saw the prospective pen-
alties of removal or destruction of
the dog.”

The original 1979 ordinance
called for the town’s police chief,
deputy chief or other officer to “in-
vestigate any complaint” of “any
dog ... barking, howling or in any
other manner is disturbing the
public peace or the quiet of any
person, whomsoever...”

If the investigating officer “finds
such complaint to be true” a writ-
ten notice is to be served. Follow-

ing the notice, dog owners have
just 24 hours “to remove and keep
such dog from the premises where
such dog has been creating such
disturbance.”

And if they don’t, the town can
“destroy such dog, under a penalty
of $5 for every day during which
such owner or keeper shall refuse
or neglect to remove or destroy
such dog.”

Tuesday night, before Town
Council, Polisena called the current
ordinance outdated and archaic.
He turned to artificial intelligence
(AI) to help craft a more timely law.

“I wanted to be able to quantify
as best as possible what excessive
barking means so I used a template
from generative Al and in that tem-
plate quantified excessive barking
to mean continuous for 10 minutes
or intermittent for 30 minutes, but
one or both occurring at least three
times in a 24-hour period,” Polise-
na explained later. “Moreover, the
penalties are changed as well.”

If the new barking ordinance is
approved, the first violation will
trigger a written warning. The sec-
ond violation will be a $50 fine.
And the “third and subsequent vi-
olation is $100 per violation,”
Polisena said.

“This makes it easier for both
complainants and dog owners to
deal with these quality-of-life is-
sues as they pop up,” Polisena ex-
plained.

The new ordinance lays out an
appeal process and includes excep-
tions for guard dogs, “barking in
response to other legitimate threats
or disturbances,” and “dogs par-
ticipating in a certified working
dog program (e.g., search and res-
cue, police K-9 units).” The amend-
ed law also hands investigative re-
sponsibility to the Johnston Animal
Control officer, rather than the po-
lice chief.

“We, dog owners, do need to be
considerate,” Rocchio said. “But it
needs to be fair to everyone ...
People think of their dogs differ-
ently now. I see my dogs as family
members.”

The ordinance has the support of
Johnston Police Chief Mark A. Vie-
ira

“I'm in support of the proposed
ordinance which clearly defines
what constitutes a violation rela-
tive to ‘excessive barking’ by ca-
nines,” Vieira said. “Additionally,
this proposed ordinance provides
penalties that are more appropriate
for a violation of this nature in con-
trast to violators being served with
an order to remove or destroy their
canine. The ordinance would also
make it easier for our Animal Con-
trol Officers to address this quality
of life issue.”

A full public hearing on the
ordinance is expected next month,
during Town Council’s regular
September meeting.
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Opinion

Why winning
isn’t everything

The world around us is a competitive place.

Imprinted within our intrinsic human nature, within
our very DNA, is an unmistakable need to compete and
emerge victorious over those around us. Survival of the
fittest is the unavoidable law of the natural world around
us, and the billions of species of plants and animals we
see around us are dwarfed by the vast numbers of prede-
cessors who entered that competition and failed to come
out on top.

Our modern society as we know it is a complicated
mural of these competitions occurring all around us -
races for political office, races for power within corporate
board rooms, and races to see who can amass the most
money, personal possessions, and influence among their
peers.

Thankfully, we have various outlets to channel this
competitive nature so that things don’t devolve into Mad
Max style dystopia all around us; whether it be through
video games, talent shows, friendly wagers among co-
workers, or the huge world of competitive sports.

The Olympics, which just concluded with a pulse-
pounding closing ceremony this week, represent the ab-
solute pinnacle of recreational competition for our spe-
cies — pitting athletes against one another from countries
that may never otherwise interact with one another, in
sports that range from having international appeal to
those that people might discover exist for the very first
time while watching the games.

Make no mistake, every athlete who makes it to this
apex level of competition wants to win and wants to be
recognized as the best in their craft. But perhaps the most
important lesson society should take from the Olympics
comes not from the overall count of who wins the most
medals, but instead from those who come in second,
third, or don’t even wind up on the podium.

The Olympics bring together people from all over the
world, promoting cultural exchange and understanding
that might never occur otherwise, at least not on such a
grand scale. They inspire countless millions to follow
their own dreams of rising above their station in life and
reaching for something higher. The mere presence of an
athlete at the Olympics coming from someone’s native
homeland can be enough to encourage many others to
aspire to that level of greatness; win or lose.

The games were created to push the limits of human
beings and their capabilities, not to see which collective
groupings of people, based on often arbitrary, manmade,
borders, can bring home the most trophies. It is a worthy
pursuit that has continued to expand the limits on what
we think is physically possible, indicated by world re-
cords that are smashed every four years.

In a world so dominated by the declaration of winners
and losers, the haves and the have nots, it is somewhat
refreshing that in the most prestigious of competitive af-
fairs, we see such heartwarming displays of sportsman-
ship between people from wholly different cultures, each
as competitive as the next, but who see the value in fos-
tering an environment where the spirit of competition
itself is more important than who ultimately receives the
glory of victory.
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GUEST OPINION

Big things happening at Rhode Island Energy

By GREG CORNETT

By now you've heard the news
that Rhode Island Energy (RIE) is

art of the PPL Corporation
(NYSE:PPL) family of companies
and transitioning from National
Grid. You're probably wondering
what it means, what changes to ex-
pect and how it might affect you
and your neighbors. Big things are
happening at RIE, but our commit-
ment to Rhode Island only grows
stronger.

On Aug. 19, we roll out new
customer and work management
systems. This is a significant mile-
stone, and it will mean changes for
customers — such as our website,
bill design and the introduction of
our expanded, local customer ser-
vice team. At the same time, RIE
remains at its core your local energy
company, headquartered in Provi-
dence.

Many things will not change. Im-
portant values at RIE will be stron-
ger than ever. We will continue to
be a customer-focused organization
connecting nearly 800,000 of our
neighbors with safe and reliable
energy solutions. While our name is
relatively new, our company traces
its roots back more than a century
to the Narragansett Electric Com-
pany and is proud of our legacy of
service to Rhode Island. We're dedi-
cated to the Ocean State.

We're part of Rhode Island from
Westerly to Woonsocket and Bur-
rillville to Little Compton. Our
1,300 local team members are your
neighbors, friends and family. They
will continue delivering safe and
reliable gas and electric service
throughout Rhode Island. In 2023
alone, these dedicated employees

delivered the best electric reliability
performance and gas response of
any energy company in state histo-
ry.
yThis transition has given RIE the
opportunity to examine the way we
do things. From our website to our
bill design to the way we communi-
cate, customers will see enhance-
ments. The new RIE website (www.
RIEnergy.com) will provide you
with a more streamlined experi-
ence. For example, customers can
now quickly see where they can
make a payment, report an outage
or start and stop service. You can
manage communication preferenc-
es for your account, billing and
storm-related notifications. The
new RIE website is your hub to
learn more about the changes and a
place you can rely on when it’s nec-
essary to stay up to date on storm
response activity. It’s important to
note that customers will not pay for
these changes.

The team at RIE has put a lot of
thought into how we can better
serve our customers. This thinking
extends to a new bill design. We're
making visual enhancements to our
bills and worked so they provide
useful information for our custom-
ers. Charges are broken out dis-
tinctly, with the payment amount
and due dates more prominent.
And we’ve enhanced the way for
you to contact us, with the conve-
nience of one number to call. This
information will be easily found on
our website and shared through let-
ters, emails, bills and other RIE
platforms.

As an RIE customer we do need
to ask that you take some simple
steps on your end. First, on Aug.
19th, plan to update your account

password. As our billing system
changes, it is important that each
customer reviews their billing pref-
erences so payment processing con-
tinues as expected. Customers who
pay online should log in and see
what changes apply to them. The
website will give personalized
guidance. From Aug. 15 until Aug.
19, however, our primary website
and contact center will be unavail-
able for business transactions. Dur-
ing that period, our microsite
(www.RIEnergy.com/changes) will
be available, our social media chan-
nels will be active and our emer-
gency lines will be staffed to re-
spond to customer calls without
delay.

Throughout the rollout process,
RIE will communicate and engage
with customers using direct mail,
advertising, webinars and a new
local contact center staffed by RIE.
We’re here to assist you with this
transition and handle all service re-
quests. Our contact center will be
open daily from 8 a.m. to 7 p.m. and
is available 24 /7 for any gas or elec-
tric emergencies.

Successful implementation of the
new customer and work manage-
ment systems is a substantial un-
dertaking touching every aspect of
our company. The extraordinarily
complex change does not impact
rates and is guided by our custom-
er-first focus at every step.

Rhode Island and its people are
very important to us. Our mission
starts with safety and reliability, but
our commitment goes beyond de-
livering essential energy services.
We are helping our communities
grow and thrive each day.

Editor’s Note: Greg Cornett is
President of Rhode Island Energy.
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Magaziner to introduce bill raising penalties for wage theft

By ADAM ZANGARI

Rep. Seth Magaziner said he couldn’t believe that
there had never been a bill introduced in the U.S. Con-
gress making wage theft a felony.

In a press conference at his Warwick office last
Thursday, he announced he intends to do just that by
introducing the Don’t Stand for Taking Employed
American’s Livings (STEAL) Act when the House of
Representatives’ recess ends next month.

“Why does [wage theft] happen? It happens because
these bad actors think they can get away with it,”
Magaziner said. “There’s a fundamental unfairness
where if you go and steal a TV from the store, you are
going to jail, but if you steal money out of a worker’s
pocket, you get a slap on the wrist.”

Wage theft occurs when an employer intentionally
does not pay an employee legally required wages. Un-
der current federal law, Magaziner said, the maximum
amount an employer can be fined for committing wage
theft is $10,000, no matter how much they steal.

While the bill has yet to be introduced since the
House is currently on recess, Magaziner said that he

has had discussions with fellow congress members
about the bill, and currently has 20 cosponsors.

Magaziner said that the bill was largely modeled af-
ter a state-level bill that was signed into law in 2023,
making Rhode Island the first state in the nation to
consider wage theft a felony crime.

Rhode Island Attorney General Peter Neronha, who
attended the press conference, said that incidents of
wage theft in Rhode Island, including the construction
of Barrington Middle School and RISE Prep Mayoral
Academy in Woonsocket, had shown the scope of the
problem and made getting the state-level bill through
the General Assembly a top priority for him.

“Over $150,000 in wages were stolen from more than
a dozen workers [that built RISE],” Neronha said.
“That is the nature and the scope of the problem.”

Making wage theft a felony, Neronha said, would be
important for prosecuting perpetrators, noting that in
his 15 years as a U.S. attorney, his office never took on
a misdemeanor case.

Joining Magaziner and Neronha are local labor lead-
ers, with 27 different labor organizations already en-
dorsing the Don’t STEAL Act, Magaziner said.

LEGAL NOTICES

Rhode Island AFL-CIO President George Nee made
the case that the bill would also help businesses that
aren’t committing wage theft and taxpayers that will
see a slightly relieved burden as employees who aren't
a victim of wage theft pay slightly more in taxes.

“This bill is pro-labor... but it’s also pro-business,”
Nee said. “The overwhelming majority of businesses
play by the rules, and when this happens, and unscru-
pulous and immoral and illegal companies operate this
way, they hurt other businesses — the guys that are
playing by the rules, that are paying their taxes, that are
paying their workers. They’re being taken advantage of
as much as the worker is being taken advantage of.”

Magaziner does not expect the bill to move through
Congress quickly, with Neronha noting that it took
multiple years to pass Rhode Island’s wage theft bill.

He and Neronha hope, though, that the bill can be-
come law and make a difference for mistreated work-
ers.

“The victims of wage theft tend to be workers with
the least amount of voice,” Neronha said. “There is an
opportunity here for Congress to do what is right for
Americans.”

Town of Johnston
Planning Board
Rescheduled
REGULAR MEETING
AGENDA

Tuesday, August 20th, 2024
6:00 P.M.
Johnston Senior Center, 1291
Hartford Ave., Johnston, Rl 02919

I. CALLTO ORDER & ROLL CALL
Il. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

ll.OLD BUSINESS

PB 24-06 — Western Meadows.
198 Shun Pike. AP 33 Lot 63. Ap-
plicant response to Board ques-
tions and Board discussion and
vote on a Comprehensive Permit
Application in accordance with
RIGL 45-53 —The Low- and Moder-
ate-lIncome Housing Act. The de-
velopment will contain 32 housing

units where 16 units will be deed
restricted to low- and moderate-
income households and the bal-
ance will be market rate units. The
parcel contains 7.9 +/- acres and
is zoned R-40. Applicant — Trinity
Properties of RI, LLC.

NOTE: The Public Hearing was
closed at the July meeting.

IV. NEW BUSINESS

PB 24-22 — 29 Pleasant Street.
AP 4 Lot 103. A Public meeting
on a proposed Minor Subdivision
and Unified Development Review
to create 3 undersized lots in an
R-15 Zone. Owner and Applicant
Rhonda Sasa.

PB24-26 — 1114 Central Avenue.
AP 43-164. A Public meeting on
a proposed Minor Subdivision
and Unified Development Review
to create 2 lots in an R-40 Zone.
Owner and Applicant 20 Jones

LLC.
V. COMPREHENSIVE PLAN

VI.ADMINISTRATIVE REPORT &
SPECIAL ITEMS

VII.  ADJOUNMENT

¢ The Planning Board Agenda and Minutes
are available for review at https://clerkshq.
com/johnston-ri or Monday through Friday
between 8:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m. at the Plan-
ning Office, 100 Irons Avenue, Johnston.

e Items not heard by 9:00 p.m. may be
continued to the next Regular Meeting or
a special meeting at the discretion of the
Board.

 Facilities are handicap accessible. Inter-
preter services may be requested from TTD
(401) 792-9642 at least 72 hours in advance.

8/15, 8/22, 8/28/24

JOHNSTON ZONING BOARD
OF REVIEW
REGULAR MEETING AGENDA
Thursday, August 29, 2024
at 6:30 PM
Johnston Senior Center
1291 Hartford Avenue

Notice is hereby given that the Zon-
ing Board of Review will hold its reg-
ular meeting on August 29,2024 at
6:30 pm, at Johnston Senior Center,
1291 Hartford Avenue. All persons
interested in the following propos-
als are requested to be present at
this time. The assembly facilities
are accessible to the handicapped.
Persons requiring special accom-
modations shall call the Zoning Of-
fice at least 48 hours in advance
of the meeting (401) 231-4000 ext.
4117. Persons utilizing TDD equip-
ment may contact the Town through
“Relay Rhode Island” at 1-800-745-

6675. The agenda for the evening
will be as follows, subject to change:

I. Roll Call and Pledge of
Allegiance

Il. Minutes from Previous
Meetings

Old Business: File 2022-2 — Peti-
tion of Johnston Asphalt LLC, Appli-
cant for 100 Allendale Avenue, AP
36 Lot 77, zoned Industrial. The
petitioner is seeking a Special
Use Permit Section 340-75 for In-
stallation of Two Hot Mix Asphalt
Storage Silos.

IIl. New Business:

Petition of Karissa Kane, Stacy
Behan and Kristina Behan Owner/
Applicant for 2674 Hartford Av-
enue, Ap 46 Lot 32, Zoned B2. Ap-
plicants is Petition: Use Variance.

Indoor children’s play area with
offices on 2nd floor.

V. Adjournment

Per order of the Zoning Board of Review
Thomas Lopardo, Chairman

e The Zoning Board Agenda and Minutes
are available for review at https://clerkshg.
com/johnston-ri or Monday through Friday
between 8:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m. at the
Department of Development and Public Ser-
vices, 100 Irons Avenue, Johnston.

¢ ltems not heard by 10:30 p.m. may be
continued to the next Regular Meeting ol
special meeting at the discretion of Board.

* Facilities are handicap accessible. Inter-
preter services may be requested from TTD
(401) 792-9642 at least 72 hours in advance.

8/15, 8/22/24

Tl Youo
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m Andreozzi

(Continued from page 1)

“There are some things in
life you can’t prevent, but
there are things you can,”
Andreozzi said. “You can
change things with the deci-
sions you make.”

She said that she draws
strength from telling Tori’s
story in the hope that lives
will be saved as awareness
and education helps people
make better decisions.

“It’s all about education
and collaboration,” said
Sweet, whose work comes
under the umbrella of the
Tri-County Community Ac-
tion Agency. “I would en-
courage people to attend.
We want to get people to-
gether so we can prevent
tragedies.”

Sweet said that the coali-
tion works with parents,
students, law enforcement
agencies, school officials
and more, to be as effective
as possible.

Johnston School Superin-
tendent Bernard DiLullo, Jr.
said he is hoping for a large
turnout and that this a good
time for the community dis-
cussion since families are
just starting to think about
their children returning to
school. He noted that the
School Department remains
active throughout the year
trying to make sure that
youngsters are aware of the
dangers of substance abuse.
There are substance abuse
counselors at the high
school and junior high
school, he said, and the
School Department works
actively with Sweet and the
prevention coalition.

“The over-arching theme
is community intervention
to make everyone safe,” he
said. “We are committed to
doing the right thing for our
kids and the more education
we can give on the dangers
they may face, the more we
can help everyone stay
safe.”

“Our kids are our future,”
he said. “We don’t want
anything to happen to
them.”

Said Andreozzi, “Bad
choices do not discriminate.
My daughter left for school
through the back door and
was never able to come back
exactly as she was when she
left.

“The accident happened
at 2:10 in the afternoon... is
something that never had to
happen.”

She added, “Tori was a
little girl who I always knew
would do something impor-
tant in this world, and by
having these types of meet-
ings and her foundation we
feel like she is. She is still
making a difference.”

Editor’s Note: Barbara Pol-
ichetti is a Cranston resident,
freelance writer and frequent
contributor to the Cranston
Herald and Johnston Sun Rise.

For more information on
the Tori Lynn Andreozzi
Foundation, visit https://
torilynnfoundation.org.
For more information on
the Regional Prevention
Coaltion, visit https://
www.tricountyri.org/
services/regional-
prevention-coalition/.

HER
WORLD:

In 2003, Tori
Andreozzi, an
energetic girl
who loved
martial arts,
suffered a
traumatic brain
injury when
struck by a
drunken driver
while walking
to school in
West War-
wick. She'll be
participating in
a community
conversation
scheduled for
next Thursday,
Aug. 22, at
6:30 p.m., at
the Johnston
High School
Auditorium.
The details are
below.
(Courtesy
photo)

Obituaries

Ralph J. Wendoloski

Ralph ]. Wendoloski,
age 67, passed away un-
expectedly Monday, Au-
gust 12, 2024, after a day
of enjoying one of his
favorite  pastimes...
playing golf. He was the
beloved husband and
best friend of Suzanne
(Robberson) Wendolos-
ki to whom he shared 42
years of marriage. Born
in Warwick, he was the
son of the late John
Wendoloski and Bea-
trice M. (Hamilton) Becker. He was the devoted father of
Nathan J. Wendoloski and Jason N. Wendoloski (wife,
Stephanie O’Donnell) and the cherished ‘Pappy’ of Isla
and Rhys.

Ralph was a man who loved life and lived it to the full-
est. In his younger years he was a commercial shell fish-
erman in Narragansett Bay where he was known as ‘“The
Waz.” He was a longtime welder for General Dynamics,
after which he became an Oil Delivery Man. He loved
playing cribbage with his wife, listening to music and
watching his favorite sports teams whether it be the New
York Yankees, Boston Celtics, Boston Bruins and New
England Patriots. He shared his love for sports as a bas-
ketball coach and soccer coach for the Warwick Boys &
Girls Club. He took great pride in his yard, especially his
vegetable gardens that were also filled with his favorite
flowers, Dahlias. In the last few years, he had taken up
the sport of golf and often played at Harbor Lights Golf
Course where he also worked as a Ranger. More than
anything he loved spending time with his grandchildren
and his Friday night dinners out with his wife and their
friends.

A Visitation will be held Friday, August 16, 2024, from
4-7pm in the Thomas & Walter Quinn Funeral Chapel,
2435 Warwick Ave., Warwick. Golf attire encouraged.

Shaun P. Hazard

Shaun P Hazard,
passed away Wednes-
day at home with those
he loved surrounding
him. Born in Warwick,
son of Rosey (Peman-
tell) Serabian and the
late Eugene Hazard, he
lived with his partner
and husband of 16
years, Ryan T. Bannister
in Providence and then
Johnston.

An avid lover of
board and video games
and sharing that love with friends by inviting them into
his home for meals and game nights, he was happiest
when surrounded by those he loved. From tea parties to
dinner parties and brunches to picnics, he loved hosting
friends and family for gatherings.

A software engineer by trade, a lifelong learner, a vo-
ciferous reader, and a Free Mason in his spare time, he
never turned down the chance to gain knowledge, en-
gage in conversation, and challenge his friends to debate.

He is survived by his husband Ryan, his partner Dean
Batteson of Johnston, his mother Rosey, stepfather Nis-
han Serabian of Preston (CT), sister Lindsay Serabian of
East Providence, and many close friends.

A Celebration of Life will be held at a later date. In lieu
of flowers, please make a donation to Youth Pride Rhode
Island in his name. Arrangements by the Stapleton Fam-
ily Funeral Home.

Obituari
In your time of need, the Johnston Sun Rise will
print your loved one’s full obituary for a small charge.

The paper also places the obituary on our website,
johnstonsunrise.net.

Should you desire our services, kindly inform your
funeral director, or call (401) 732-3100 or email
Obits@rhodybeat.com for additional information.
Obituary prices start at $60. You may include the
obituary in any of our other newspapers for half price.

— Thank you
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TREASURES

INSIDE THE

MUSEUM

SEASONS 1-4

STREAMING NOW
ripbs.org

X

RhodeIsland PBS Q)

Upesueng Comedy Shoass!

For reservations, call 401-639-7726!

8/22, 10/24:
8/29:

9/1:

AR

9/7.

9/7.

9/21:

9/29:
10/5:
10/11:

Lemongrass-Warwick

Cucina Rustica-Cranston

Pub on Park-Cranston
Boomerangs-West Warwick

39 West Restaurant-Cranston
Maven's Delicatessen-Pawtucket
St Mary's Feast Society in Cranston
with Frank Santorelli from The Sopranos
Chelo's-Warwick

River Falls-Woonsocket

Bella Restaurant-Burrillville

— EVERY TUESDAY -
Blackstone Herbs & Martini Bar in Coventry 8 pm

— EVERY WEDNESDAY -
Touch Lounge in Cranston 8:30 pm

— EVERY THURSDAY -
Rewind Theater at the Narragansett Casino 8 pm

COMEDMWEACT ORI IS CO M\

BACK IN TIME: In this undated photo from the Solitro family, the four sons of founder Michael Solitro — from left
to right, Larry, Michael Il, Armando, and George — work hard in the bakery. Together, they carried on the business.

(Photo courtesy the Solitro family)

One last bite for the road

Salitro’s set to close Cranston
bakery after nearly (o years

By BARBARA POLICHETTI
Special to the SunRise

“We’ll miss you.”

That is the way almost every customer concluded their
conversations last week as they left Solitro’s Bakery on
Cranston Street, carrying stacks of waxy white boxes tied
with string.

The bakery, family owned and operated for nearly 75
years, is closing its doors on Aug. 18, putting an end to a
sweet tradition of handmade breads, cakes and pastries
that have made the business a much-loved area institu-
tion.

“We always had something from Solitro’s,” said Bruce
Soscia who changed the timing of a trip back to Rhode
Island from Florida last week so he could go to Solitro’s
one last time. He brought his daughter and granddaugh-
ter and ordered some of the favorites that he has selected
for years from the bakery’s glass display cases.

“We had to get the pizza strips and the big bakery
cookies,” he said. “Solitro’s has always been part of this
community.”

“It was just time,” said owner Ellie (Solitro) Pennac-
chini. She’s ready for retirement and the rest of the fam-
ily is ready to move on as well.

“We make everything by hand and that’s a lot of hard
work,” she said.

The bakery was started by Pennacchini’s grandfather,
Michael L. Solitro, in 1950, when he opened for business
in a smaller building, across from the current location.
He came to this country from Vieste, Italy, and it did not
take long for the bakery to become popular.

He passed along his recipes and his talent to his four
sons — Lawrence, Michael, Armando and George —
who continued to build the business.

They worked together for decades, punctuating long
days at the ovens and baking tables with laughter, spir-
ited conversations and, sometimes, a little wine. Their
children grew up in the bakery, learning the business
from the ground up.

Pennacchini, who always loved being in the kitchen,
said she decided to buy the bakery in 2001 to take some
of the strain off her father, while ensuring he could still
work there. It still remained very much a family affair,
with her five siblings, and nieces and nephews helping
to keep the bakery running — learning everything from
how to work the counter to making fine, flaky Danish
pastries.

If you want to do it right, running a bakery is a tough
business, Pennacchini and her sisters said, noting that
the bakers typically started their days before dawn, and
there are few holidays. Christmas, Thanksgiving and
Easter only increase customer demand.

Very little has changed over the years, she said. Most
of the items they sell have been on their menu for de-
cades and are Italian specialties or old-fashioned confec-
tions that are hard to find elsewhere. The selections
range from Eccles cakes (a puffy hand cake with a sweet

currant filling) to colorful Russian tea cakes soaked in
rum-flavored syrup and topped with bright pink frost-
ing.
gTheir Italian specialties include the delicate Sfogliatelle
— a shell-shaped pastry made of layers of paper-thin
crust and filled with a firm, rich custard. And then there
is the bakery’s signature Zuppa inglese cakes which are
always in demand for special occasions. Covered in
clouds of whipped cream, the cakes consist of layers of
sponge cake which are separated by rich chocolate and
vanilla custard fillings.

Pennacchini knows how to make every item, keeping
a loose-leaf binder with her grandfather’s recipes on her
baker’s bench. “This is my gold,” she said, flipping
through the pages. “I grew up here and learned by
watching ... dad and my uncles.”

The family plans on selling the building, but not the
Solitro name. Pennacchini said they have been heartened
by so many people stopping by for one last visit and one
last chance to get their favorite pastries.

“I'll miss it, especially all the customers — they are like
family to us,” she said. “But it’s time to move on.”

Editor’s Note: Barbara Polichetti is a Cranston resident,
freelance writer and frequent contributor to the Johnston Sun
Rise.

SISTER ACT: Owner Ellie Solitro Pennacchini (far
left) with three of her sisters who all work or help out
at the bakery. From left to right: Francesca, Paula and
Diane. Below, the building on Cranston Street in
Knightsville will be sold, but not the family name. (Sun-
Rise photos by Barbara Polichetti)



Thursday, August 15, 2024 Johnston Sun Rise 11

ELEcTION 2024

Karin Gorman running for Rl state Senate on
‘common sense challenge to the status quo’

Submitted by
the Candidate

Republican, Karin Gor-
man, has announced her
candidacy for Rhode Is-
land State Senate in Dis-
trict 25 representing the
town of Johnston. Like for-
mer President Donald ].
Trump, Gorman is run-
ning on a common sense
platform to bring leader-
ship, competence and
courage to the Rhode Is-
land Senate as well as ad-
vocating for transparency
and accountability of our
government functions and
decisions. Gorman vowed
to use her experience of
over 40 years in the certi-
fied public accounting
field to be a fiscal watch-
dog of the expenditures of
the people’s money.

Gorman declared: “We
need good government re-
forms such as the Office of
Inspector General to over-
see waste, fraud and abuse
involving our taxpayer
dollars. This year the pow-
ers that be decided that
Rhode Island does not
need one, I strenuously
disagree. The Washington
Bridge is a complete em-
barrassment caused by
years of lack of leadership
and has negatively im-
pacted the lives of many
Rhode Islanders. We have
businesses that have still
not recovered or have
closed their doors, like our
beloved “original” Brewed
Awakenings, from the un-
necessary forced shut-
downs of Covid by our
state government. The tax-
payers are going to suffer
yet another blow due to
the outrageous cost of
building one of the most
expensive minor-league
soccer stadiums in the
country. This project will
weigh heavily on the wal-
lets of ALL taxpayers. As
for the Windsor Avenue
section of town, state dem-
ocrats have brought the
solar farm project back
from the dead. I will stand
in firm opposition to this
project, and I will be your
voice loud and clear for
the people of Johnston.”
She continued: “The tax-

Karin Gorman
(Submitted photo)

payers in Johnston deserve
better. We need to have
common sense, competent
leadership, and the cour-
age to change the status
quo at the State House.”

Karin Gorman works as
a Para-Professional in a
Certified Public Account-
ing firm and has a small
business of her own help-
ing many small businesses
with their bookkeeping &
consulting needs.

Karin has been the Di-
rector of Rhode Islanders
for Immigration Law En-
forcement since its found-
ing in 2008, where her ac-
tivities included testifying
at state house hearings
against driver’s licenses
for illegal aliens & in-state
tuition for illegal aliens.
American citizens and le-

gal residents in need
should be the beneficiaries
of taxpayer dollars. Gor-
man has resided in John-
ston since 2005 where she
lives with her husband,
two giant Great Danes and
a Chihuahua named OI-
ive. She was an active
member of her family
founded “Emmanuel Bap-
tist Church,” the first Ital-
ian Baptist Church in
Rhode Island until its clos-
ing in February of 2023.
She is currently looking
for a new church home.
Karin States “I will never
forget that the seat belongs
to the people and that I am
placed here to represent
them and their best inter-
est. I humbly ask for your
support and it all starts
with your vote on Nov. 5.”

Gas prices cooling, but tensions,
storm ‘could flip script’

)
_Roggy *

Coggeshall Farm

>AN OLD STURBRIDGE MUSEUM(

REENACTMENT WEEKEND
BRISTOL EXPEDITION
Saturday, August 17 &
Sunday, August 18
10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

CoggeshallFarm.org

Gasoline prices continue to slide in the
waning weeks of summer on cooling de-
mand and rising domestic production.
But markets are keeping close watch on
renewed tropical storm activity in the
Atlantic and increasing geopolitical ten-
sions in the Middle East.

Last week, demand for gasoline
reached 8.9 million barrels a day, a drop
of nearly 300,000 barrels a day compared
to the prior week, according to the latest
report from the Energy Information Ad-
ministration.

Meanwhile, inventories, which had
been shrinking for two weeks straight,
rebounded as refiners added 1.3 million
barrels to the national stockpile.

The supply and demand picture miti-
gates the impact of crude oil prices, which
rose sharply last week in anticipation of
escalating conflict in the Middle East.

Crude prices were also buoyed by the
formation of a new tropical disturbance
in the Atlantic, which is now likely to be-
come Hurricane Ernesto and could
threaten the United States later this week
according to a release from AAA North-
east.

The average gas price in Rhode Island
is down five cents from last week,
averaging $3.35 per gallon. Monday’s
price was 13 cents lower than a month
ago and 40 cents lower than a year ago.
Rhode Island’s average gas price is nine
cents lower than the national average.

“By all accounts, as the summer driv-
ing season enters its final laps, gas prices
are falling on seasonal trends,” said Jillian
Young, director of public relations, AAA
Northeast. “But tensions in the Middle
East and renewed tropical storm action
could flip the script.”

ATTENTION JOHNSTON VOTERS

VOTING INFORMATION

STATEWIDE PRIMARY ELECTION-TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 10TH, 2024

EARLY IN PERSON VOTING WILL BE AVAILABLE STARTING AUGUST 218T, 2024 IN THE
JOHNSTON LAND TRUST BUILDING LOCATED AT 509 GREENVILLE AVENUE MONDAY-
THURSDAY 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM AND FRIDAYS 9:00 AM - 3:30 PM.

**PLEASE NOTE: EARLY VOTING WILL NO LONGER BE
HELD AT THE JOHNSTON TOWN HALL! ***

THE LAST DAY FOR EARLY VOTING IS MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 9TH FROM 9:00 AM T0 4:00 PM.

THE SEPTEMBER 10TH, 2024 STATEWIDE PRIMARY ELECTION IN JOHNSTON
WILL BE AT THE FOLLOWING POLLING LOCATIONS ONLY:

PRECINCT 1601
PRECINCT 1602
PRECINCT 1603
PRECINCT 1604
PRECINCT 1605
PRECINCT 1606
PRECINCT 1607
PRECINCT 1608
PRECINCT 1609
PRECINCT 1610
PRECINCT 1611

PRECINCT 1612

WINSOR HILL ELEMENTARY SCHOOL GYMNASIUM, 100 THERESA ST.
SIMMONS VILLAGE COMMUNITY HALL, 339 SIMMONSVILLE AVE.
RAINONE GYMNASIUM, 45 MILL ST.

N.A. FERRI MIDDLE SCHOOL GYMNASIUM, 10 MEMORIAL AVE.

|UOE LOCAL 57, 857 CENTRAL AVE.

N.A. FERRI MIDDLE SCHOOL CAFETERIA, 10 MEMORIAL AVE.

AIME J. FORAND COMMUNITY HALL, 8 FORAND CIRCLE

N.A. FERRI MIDDLE SCHOOL CAFETERIA, 10 MEMORIAL AVE.
GRANITEVILLE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL CAFETERIA, 6 COLLINS AVE.
SARAH DYER BARNES SCHOOL CAFETERIA, 24 BARNES AVE.
JOHNSTON SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL CAFETERIA, 345 CHERRY HILL RD.
BROWN AVENUE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL CAFETERIA, 14 BROWN AVE.

The polls will open at 7:00 a.m. and close at 8:00 p.m.

You can view your House District, Voting Location District, District Map and/or a sample
Statewide Primary Election Ballot by visiting vote.sos.ri.gov

CONTACT THE JOHNSTON BOARD OF CANVASSERS FOR ANY QUESTIONS

401-553-8856
CTRAVISONO@JOHNSTON-RIUS
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SUNRISE Scooprs

Aug. 17
Victory Day Anniversary Gelebration

The Graniteville WWII Veterans Memorial Founda-
tion will hold its 24th anniversary celebration at its an-
nual Victory Day event on Saturday, Aug. 17. The me-
morial service starts at 10 a.m. with the placement of
the wreath and flowers at the Graniteville war monu-
ments site located on Putnam Avenue, Johnston (corner
of Mathewson St. and Putnam Ave. next to the fire sta-
tion). The procession continues to the Johnston Histori-
cal Society Museum for the remainder of the event fol-
lowed by light refreshments. For more information, call
Laura at (401) 658-2234.

Aug. 17
FAGT Fundraiser

You can support a great cause and help an organiza-
tion raise funds for scholarships that will be awarded to
Rhode Island students who will pursue careers in law
enforcement, criminal justice, or social services. Attend
the FACT Scholarship Fundraiser from 1-7 p.m. on Sat-
urday, Aug. 17, at Hill’s Tavern & Grill, 417 Putnam
Pike, Glocester. Enjoy delicious food, drinks, outdoor
games, and live entertainment while making a differ-
ence in the lives of students. Don’t miss out on this
opportunity to give back and have a great time with
friends and family. Kids under 12 are FREE. You can
register online at Eventbrite.com.

Aug. 17
Moosup Valley Music Series

The Moosup Valley Music Series is being held on
Saturday, Aug. 17, from 6 to 8 p.m. at the Moosup

Valley Church, 81 Moosup Valley Rd., Foster. Rain or
shine. Bring chairs and a picnic supper. Featured

performers: local musicians, Jim Van Gieson on gui-
tar, and Mary King & Ed Sweeney on the dulcimer,

banjo, harp, and more. For more info: Laurie 401-623-
0320.

Aug. 17
Homeless Animals Day

Defenders of Animals is set to host its 30th Annual
Homeless Animals Day.

The event is being held in coordination with the In-
ternational Society for Animal Rights and is celebrated
throughout the world. The event serves as an opportu-
nity for animal advocates to band together to promote
adoptions and promote low-cost spaying/neutering of
cats and dogs.

Defenders of Animals, which began a 46-year jour-
ney of caring for and defending the rights of animals in
April of 1978, will hold its Homeless Animals Day/
Candlelight Vigil/and Humane Heroes Award Cere-
mony and raffle at the Governor Sprague Mansion, lo-
cated at 1351 Cranston St. in Cranston event on Satur-
day, Aug. 17. The ceremony will be held outdoors (in-
doors if it rains) from 7 to 9 p.m. The event is free and
open to the public.

The MC will be Attorney Mark B. Morse, past presi-
dent of the Rhode Island Bar Association and Recipient
of the Dorothy Lohmann Public Service Award Pre-
sented by The Rhode Island Bar Association for work
with Defenders of Animals.

Guest speaker Kate Maloney, Vice President and Vol-
unteer at the North Kingstown Animal Shelter & Sup-
port Foundation. The volunteer organization operates
the North Kingstown Animal Shelter.

The event will feature entertainment by Scarlett, a
2-piece acoustic band based out of Rhode Island cover-
ing Top hits from the sixties to today.

The statewide all volunteer organization founded by
Dennis Tabella and Patricia Tabella works to defend the
rights of both companion animals and wildlife through
education, legal and legislative activism.

The Humane Heroes Awards will be announced at
the event.

Luminaries with flameless LED Tea Light Candles
and “Loving Remembrance” Forget Me Not Seed pack-
ets will be available to honor lost pets and can be pur-
chased for use at the Annual Homeless Day/Candle-
light Vigil/ Award Ceremony the luminaries that will
be on display at the event may be purchased in advance
by credit/debit card online at defendersofanimals.org
at the donation link. The donation is $5 for each pet
luminary and seed packet. The pers’s name and the
name of the pet that passed will be on the luminary and
displayed at the event and the owners can take the item
with them at the end of the event.

Raffles will also be conducted at the event that will
include gift baskets, gift cards, free spaying/neutering
certificates, Defenders of Animals T-shirts, etc.

Aug. 24
Christian Gathering in the Park

The Believers United in Christ event will take place
at Johnston Memorial Park on Saturday, Aug. 24, from
9 a.m. until 3 p.m.

Everyone is welcome to participate in a day of wor-
ship, prayer and praise. All churches are welcome to
join in on the day and showecase their ministries and
outreach programs.

Rev. David Butera estimates several hundred people
will attend. Highlights include: “Living Scripture The-
ater,” the Women’s Adult and Teen Challenge Choir,
pianist Larry Wilson, singers Sarah and Dahlia, and
worship music by Eric Lee Brumley. Speakers for the
day include: Rev. Jose Ferreras, Rev. Richard K. Leahey
and Mike Quilty as Master of Ceremonies. Food trucks

will also be on-site.

Rev. Butera said, most importantly, the team will of-
fer a time of prayer for state and local representatives,
first responders, and school committees — both in Eng-
lish and Spanish.

“At 12 p.m., all leaders who are present in this cele-
bration will be asked to join us on stage,” he said.
“Spiritual leaders will lead in prayer, seeking the wis-
dom of the Holy Spirit in your decisions as you lead
and represent the residents of Rhode Island. We will be
asking for His presence in our school committees and
school administrators” hearts as they guide our chil-
dren in becoming upright citizens helping to propel our
state in the future.”

Spiritual leaders will also be seeking God’s divine
protection over our first responders.

According to Rev. Butera, several colleagues from a
men’s fellowship Bible study that meet on Saturday
mornings prayed together and wanted to bring a unit-
ed Christian event to the community and came up with
the idea and named the event Believers United in
Christ. The core team includes Charlie Benson, Mike
Quilty, Felix Marinelli, Jr., and Michelle Bellagamba.
They agreed that Johnston Memorial Park was the best
venue to hold this event as a central location for the
surrounding communities. Wesley Pennington, retired
State Police and Director of Mothers Against Drug
Driving (MADD), is also supporting this event. Mem-
bers of the core team belong to many different church-
es, which support numerous ministries and outreach
programs.

“The incentive for this event is for the power of God
to move within the churches as they humble them-
selves as a body of believers seeking God’s sovereign
power to heal our nation,” Rev. Butera noted. “This
comes straight out of the Bible. 2nd Chronicles 7:14.
This is the backbone behind the vision for this event.”

ONGOING
SCOOPS

Walk with Cops

Transportation for Walk with Cops at Johnston Me-
morial Park is available on the following dates, from
the Johnston Senior Center: Aug. 14, Aug. 28, Sept. 11,
and Sept. 25.

Join members of the Johnston Police Department on
a leisurely walk with friends and officers around War
Memorial Park.

Help OSDRI
restock their pantry!

Operation Stand Down Rhode Island needs your
help. Their food pantry needs a major restocking. See a
list of needed nonperishable items in the photo.

Like many people, OSDRI’s clients have been faced
with some real obstacles these past couple of years.
With your help, they pledge to always be there to give
a hand up for veterans and their families in need.

u SCOOPS - PAGE 13
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m Scoops
(Continued from page 12)

Items can be dropped off Monday
through Friday, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., at
OSDRI’s main office, 1010 Hartford Ave.,
Johnston. If you have any questions or
would like more information, call the
OSDRI office at 401-383-4730.

NAMI-RI Offers Family
Support Groups

The RI chapter of the National Alliance
on Mental Illness (NAMI-RI) offers free
support groups for families and friends
of loved ones who are struggling with
their mental health. The groups are led
by trained facilitators who also have
lived experience as family members
themselves. The group meetings last
about 1.5 hours, and everyone who par-
ticipates in the meeting gets a chance to
share. The other members of the group
try to offer help and resources, when ap-
propriate, based on their own experi-
ences. More information and full sched-
ule can be found at namirhodeisland.org.
or call 401-331-3060. No pre-registration
for these monthly groups is necessary.

First Thursday at 6 p.m. IN PERSON
ONLY at the Rochambeau Library in the
Community Room, Rochambeau Li-
brary, 708 Hope Street, Providence
(NEW-starts Aug.)

Second Tues. at 5 p.m. IN PERSON
ONLY at the Middletown Public Library
in the Community Room. Middletown
Library, 700 West Main Road, Middle-
town.

Third Tues. at 6:30 p.m. MEETS VIA
ZOOM ONLY Please call 401-331-3060 or
email info@namirhodeisland.org for the
Zoom link

Fourth Wed. at 6 p.m. IN PERSON
ONLY at the Hope Valley Grange, #71116
Main Street, Hope Valley.

Volunteer with NAMI-RI

The RI chapter of the National Alliance
on Mental Illness (NAMI-RI) is currently
seeking volunteers to facilitate our fami-
ly programs in 2024. Free training is re-
quired and available for interested per-
sons who have a loved one struggling
with mental health issues. Together with
our grassroots volunteers, we work ev-
ery day to provide help and hope to mil-
lions of Americans. Volunteers are essen-
tial to the work that we do at NAMI
Rhode Island, and we are always seeking
enthusiastic people to help us achieve
our mission. For more information about
our family programs and volunteer
training, email beth@namirhodeisland.
org, call the NAMI-RI office 401-331-3060
or visit our website at namirhodeisland.
org.

Planning a big party this summer?

PTICe

401-732-3234 FriendlySeptic.com

":—
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Soul of ‘71
Scholarship
Fund

In 2021, the Johnston High School
Class of 1971 established The Soul of
1971 Scholarship Fund at The Rhode Is-
land Foundation. The Class of ‘71 is the
first class in the history of the Johnston
School System to establish a permanent
Fund. The Fund currently stands at
$23,031. Scholarships have been award-
ed in 2022 and 2023 to deserving JHS
seniors. For additional information or to
donate, contact Harold J. Hemberger at
hembergerharold@gmail.com. All funds
on deposit are managed by The Rhode
Island Foundation.

July 27 & Aug. 31
Johnston Food
Truck Nights

Join the crowd at Memorial Park for
delicious food, local beer and wine from
Trinity Brewhouse, and live music, ac-
cording to a post on the town’s social
media accounts. The event promises a
“family-friendly” event with no admis-
sion fee. The next events will start at 4:30
p-m. on Saturday July 27 and Aug. 31.

Editor’s Note: Send submissions to
Sun Rise Editor Rory Schuler at rorys@
rhodybeat.com or Front Desk Coordina-
tor Ida Zecco at idaz@rhodybeat.com.
Photos in jpg format are accepted and
news can include community events,
promotions, academic news and non-
profit events. Email today and see your
news in our column in the Johnston Sun
Rise. Please include a daytime telephone
number in case we require any further
information.

Johnston Senior
Genter Highlights

Weekly Fun
Monday - Arts and Crafts
Tuesday - Quilting, High Lo
Jack
Wednesday - Poker
Thursday - Mar Jong
Thursday & Friday - Bingo

Pooer! !

Before the invitations
go out invite us first!

Your septic system is going
to get a workout!
If it's been a while since it was
pumped out give us a call.

Class Reunions

Sept. 7, Classical High School Reunion Class of 1974 will hold its 50th class re-
union on Sat., Sept. 7, at The Dune’s Club, 137 Boston Neck Rd., Narragansett, from
3 to 8 p.m. $100 pp. Join classmates and even some teachers and catch up! Food,
drink, camaraderie. Summer cocktail party attire required. For more information,
email ClassicalHS50@gmail.com.

Sept. 7, Cranston High School East Class of 1971 will be holding a 71st Birthday
Party on Sat., Sept. 7, from 6 to 10 p.m., at Chelo’s, 2225 Post Road, Warwick. There
will be food, drink, music, dancing, and lots of conversing and connecting! Music
by Michael Pennacchia. Tickets: $55.00 pp. Check’s payable to "CHSE 1971," ¢/o:
Pat Giarrusso, 11 Bow and Arrow Trail S, Wakefield, RI, 02879. Please RSVP by July
20. For questions, please contact Dan Barry dbarry@drbassociates.net, Pat Giarrusso
giarrussopat@gmail.com or Ernie Rheaume elrheaume@juno.com.

Sept. 14, Cranston High School East Class of 1964 Reunion will be holding its
60th reunion on Sat., Sept. 14, from 6:30 to 11 p.m. at the Prata Club, 29 Walnut Grove
Ave., Cranston. Music by Ron Giorgio. Menu: Chicken Francaise/NY Sirloin/
Honey Mustard Salmon. Tickets: $65 pp. Check’s payable to Lucille Lonardo, 129
Colwell St., Cranston, RI 02920. Please RSVP your choice of dinner to Marie Spoli-
doro Monti (401-944-9646) or Cheryl Mangasarian Klein (401-575-0659). Seating is
limited.

Sept. 20, 21 & 22, Johnston High School Class of 1974 Reunion will be a three-day
event. Friday, Sept. 20, will be a Meet & Greet at the Johnston Senior Center, 1291
Hartford Ave., Johnston. Tour JHS, food, drink & reminiscing. Saturday, Sept. 21,
will be a barbecue and welcoming classes of ‘72, 73 and 75, at Yawgoo Bakes, 160
Yawgoo Valley Rd., Exeter, from 3:30 — 8:30 p.m. Sunday, Sept. 22, will be a dinner at
The Towers, at 35 Ocean Rd., Narragansett, from f 5:30 to 10:30 p.m. For information
& tickets, please go to the Facebook page: JHS Class of 74 50th & Golden Reunion.

Sept. 21, The North Providence High School Reunion Class of 1958 will be hold-
ing its 66th reunion on Sat., Sept. 21, from 11:30 a.m. to 3 p.m., at Twin Oaks Restau-
rant, 100 Sabra St., Cranston. Price is $30 pp. For more information, please contact
Camille: 401-270-3123.

Sept. 28, Pilgrim High School Reunion Class of 1974 will hold its 50th reunion on
Sat., Sept. 28, at the Quonset O Club, 200 Lt. James Brown Rd., North Kingston, at 6
p-m. Please contact Jack at bosjpblbender@gmail.com or Sue at srice311@gmail.com
for further information. Registration deadline: Sept. 14.

Sept. 28, Central High School Class of 1974 will hold its 50th Reunion on Sat.,
Sept. 28, at the Santa Maria di Prata Society Hall, 29 Walnut Grove Ave., Cranston,
from 6:30 to 11 p.m. The reunion will feature a cocktail hour, a sit-down meal with
meal choice, and music by D] Kevin Varella. Tickets are $72.00 pp. Send checks to:
CHS Class of 1974, ¢/ o Elaine Whited, 13 Nelson St., Johnston, RT 02919. Deadline
is Wed., Sept. 4, 2024. The committee is actively looking to contact classmates and
teachers. Email contact information, lost classmates and/or teachers to CHSProv-
Classof1974@gmail.com or call Elaine at 401-595-8012 for more information or ques-
tions. Keep up with reunion news on the class Facebook page: Central’s Class of
1974.

Sept. 28, North Kingstown High School Class of 1964 will hold its 60th reunion,
Sat., Sept. 28, at the home of Maureen Bailey, 425 Ten Rod Road, North Kingston,
from 4 to 9 p.m. with cocktails and dinner. $25 pp. RSVP by Mon. Aug. 19 by contact-
ing Jean Wrigley Northup at jnorthup4@verizon.net.

Oct. 4, Pilgrim High School 55th Reunion Class of 1969 will be held on Friday,
Oct. 4, at the Edgewood Yacht Club, 1 Shaw Drive, Cranston, from 12:30 to 4 p.m.
Luncheon buffet and cash bar is $55pp. Casual dress. Checks payable to “Pilgrim
High School Class of 1969,” and mail to Ernest Valliere, 143 Sprague Ave., Warwick,
RI 02889 or Venmo to @Ernest-Valliere. Deadline for payment is Fri., Aug. 30.

Nov. 30, Warwick Veterans Memorial High School 50th Reunion, The Class of
1974 will hold its 50th Reunion on Sat., Nov. 30, at the Quonset "O" Club, 200 Lt.
James Brown Rd., North Kingstown. The Reunion Committee is actively seeking to
contact classmates. Please email current addresses as soon as possible in order to
receive an invitation to: wvmhs7450@gmail.com. Go Hurricanes!"

23 Business Park Drive
Smithfield, R1 02917

MON-FRI: 7AM-3:30PM
SAT: 7AM-12PM

BARK MULCH & SCREENED LOAM

FOR SALE

CONTRACTOR & HOMEOWNER PRICING!

WE ACCEPT:

TREES ! BRUSH ! STUMPS ! CLEAN WOOD
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WASH ° DRY ¢ FOLD
State-af the-Art | Drop Off Service
Equipment - onty 89¢ per Ih.
Same OId Prices! Includes Softener, Bleach, Soap & Hangers
Same Day Service

Jain’s Laundry

Plaza 44 + 39 Putnam Pike  Johnston * 231-7019

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8am-9pm; Sat. & Sun. 7am-8pm

By JENNIFER COATES

There is going to come a time when you can no longer
avoid it. That pile of laundry in the corner, growing every
day while you find excuses to ignore it. But it is not going
away, and eventually, it will overtake your room or leave
you without a single clean garment to wear.

Laundry is like that — it is never-ending. Now, there is a
possibility for escape! Why labor ONE MORE MINUTE
this steamy summer tackling the inevitable chore of
endless laundry when you have the willing and able
hands of Kaushal Jain of Jain's Laundry to rescue you?

For an incredible .89/pound, Kaushal will wash, soften,
dry, and even fold your laundry — all in one day — all
at this user-friendly, clean and efficient laundromat in
Johnston. Besides the convenience of this great service,
this incredible price also covers the cost of the softener,
bleach, soap and hangers! The math is simple enough
- ten pounds of dirty clothes, dropped off in the morning
and ready to go by day’s end - all for less than $9.00.
Fifteen pounds of dirty clothes dropped off on the way to
work and ready to go by dinner — all for under $14.00.
What a bargain!

For the most competitive prices in the area, you will find
both the wash-fold, same-day service offered by Kaushal
here at Jain’s Laundry as well as a room full of coin-
operated washers and dryers for the “do-it-yourselfers"”.
If you don't have enough quarters, no worries ~ there
is a change machine that accepts up to a $20.00 bill
available here.

There are large capacity machines available for all size
loads, from 25 pounds to 65 pounds. The top loading

THE PRESERVE AT BRIARCLIFFE

Supportive Independent and Assisted Living

CALL 401.944.2450
TO SCHEDULE A
PERSONAL TOUR

Convenient to US Hwy 6 and I-295 in Johnston, RI
54 Old Pocasset Road | briarclifferi.com

1

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

L OCAL BUSINESS
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Jain’s Laundry

Let them help carry your laundry load this summer

Come to Jain’s Laundry, a familiar sight on Route 44 in Johnston, for all your laundry & wash/dry/fold

services this summer ~ and all year round!

machines are available here for only $2.25 per load.
State-of-the-art dryers are installed which are incredibly
efficient, rotating both clockwise and counterclockwise
to prevent the bunching and twisting that can make
drying uneven in conventional dryers.

Vending machines are also on-site if you need to re-
stock your supply of detergent, softener or laundry bags.
There is never a need to wait because there are rows
and rows of machines ready to go at any given time.
Everything you need is right here at Jain's Laundry.

There is plenty of parking and a friendly, helpful staff

here, ready to meet the needs of both residential and
commercial customers. You can stay in their clean
waiting area between cycles or leave and return between
loads. There is always someone there to keep an eye on
your clothes or help you as needed.

Jain's Laundry is found in the Plaza 44 shopping plaza
on 39 Putnam Pike. It is open seven days each week -
from 8 am to 9 pm, Monday through Friday, and 7 am
to 8 pm on Saturday and Sunday. For more information
about their services, call 401-231-7019.

FULL & PART-TIME
POSITIONS AVAILABLE

1253 Hartford Ave.
Johnston, Rl 02919

NOW ENROLLING

6 Weeks — 12 Years Old

MELISSA MILLER

ACCOUNT EXECUTIVE

melissam@rhodybeat.com
p 401-732-3100

1944 WARWICK AVENUE, WARWICK, RHODE ISLAND 02889

SALES AND SERVICE 401-944-5200

BRAKES A/C SERVICES REPAIR
CHECK ENGINE EXHAUST OIL CHANGE

197 Simmonsville Avenue, Johnston, RI 02919

LINDA QUAGLIERI

ACCOUNT EXECUTIVE

lindag@rhodybeat.com
p 401-732-3100

1944 WARWICK AVENUE, WARWICK, RHODE ISLAND 02889

lour Target Audience is reading. ..

Make sure they'll be reading about YOU!

For information about advertising on this page,
call 732-3100 today.
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By MIKE LEVESQUE

never made it to the Woodstock festival, billed as “Three Days of Peace and
Music.”
Something I regret today.
Still in our early teens, my friends, “the Arctic boys,” were planning to at-
tend, but decided against it when we heard that they closed the New York
State Thruway due to massive traffic jams caused by people trying to get to
the concert in upstate New York.
It turned out to be one of the defining points of my generation.
Our nation was going through a tumultuous time due to opposition to the Vietnam
war. Protests were raging throughout college campuses.
But Michael Lang and his three partners were determined to make this concert some-
thing that the country had never seen.
The performers that they booked were an assemblage of musical groups and perform-
ers that were, if you lived in that era, breathtaking.
Now all Lang and company needed was a place to hold this “Music and Art Fair.”
They finally found it in a 600-acre farm in the small town of Bethel, New York owned
by dairy farmer Max Yasgur.

B WOODSTOCK - PAGE 22

& IGGY’'S BOARDWALK 2 F

BUCK-A-SHUCK

$1 LITTLENECKS |
& OYSTERS

NNIVERSARY
EST. 1989 _f ‘

ieNliveXshowm

Max Yasgur, owned dairy farm that
became the site of Woodstock Music and
Arts Fair.

] IGGY’S COMBO ;
2 Fish & Chip Dinners and 6 Clam Cakes

$39.99

Restrictions May Apply

IGGY’'S BOARDWALK

s10 OFF ‘

| Must present coupon at time of order. May not be redeemed on holidays or combined with any other offer. k
No substitutions. Valid for in-person orders only at Iggy’s Doughboys & Chowder House. Exp. 9/30/24

IGGY'S COMBO

12 Clam Cakes 2 Bowls of Chowder
2 Small Fountain Drinks

A Purchase of $50 Or More | August 12th - August 18th | : $29.99

i
Valid for in-store food and non-alcoholic beverage purchases only at IGGY'S Boardwalk. : E-I MONDAY-FRIDAY 3 PM T0 6 PM I.E Watch for deals advertised through our E Must present coupon at time of order. May not be redeemed on holidays or combined with any other offer. E

social media pages, website
and email newsletters!

No substitutions. Valid for in-person orders only at Iggy’s Doughboys & Chowder House. Exp. 9/30/24

EXPRESS ONLINE ORDERING FOR TAKE-OUT @ IGGYSRI.COM

D DooRrDASH GRUBHUB"
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Sports

Paris leads Scorpions to title

JHS
standout
ready for
senior year

By ALEX SPONSELLER

Dean Paris is preparing
for his final high school
go-around and will be rid-
ing a wave of momentum
after enjoying a big sum-
mer baseball season with
the New England Scorpi-
ons.

The Scorpions had a
strong season in the Per-
fect Game League and
concluded the season by
winning the annual URI
tournament by going a
perfect 6-0. Paris was the
team’s starting catcher and
was named to the league’s
All-State team. He caught
the final out and was piv-
otal at the dish for the
showcase team, which has
grown into one of the pre-
mier travel ball programs
in the region.

“It was really exciting
because we're a great team

B PARIS - PAGE 17

BACKSTOP: Dean Paris makes a stop this past season with the New England Scorpions. (Submitted photos)

ON THE MOUND: Gershkoff starting pitcher Dylan Bowry deals against Upper Deck in the opening round of

the playoffs. (Photo by Alex Sponseller)

Gershkolf seniors
fall in opening round

By ALEX SPONSELLER

The Gershkoff Auto Body senior American Legion
baseball team wrapped up its summer season after
falling to eventual champ Upper Deck in two games in
the opening round of the playoffs.

Gershkoff fell behind 3-0 in Game 1 but worked its

way to just a 3-2 deficit in the fifth inning. Upper Deck
would add some late insurance and also hold off a
seventh-inning comeback bid by Gershkoff to get the
win.

Adam Stoloff drove in a pair of runs for Gershkoff

B GERSHKOFF - PAGE 17

Gals’ impact
exceeds the field

he  CLCF-CWLL
TGals softball team’s

run ended in the Lit-
tle League World Series,
putting a bow on one of
the great achievements in
Rhode Island sports his-
tory.

That may seem hyper-
bolic to say, but it’s not.
It's certainly in the con-
versation for the most sig-
nificant run that I have
covered here.

This team was so im-
portant to so many people
and for so many reasons.
In terms of community, it
really did bring the Crans-
ton community together
for a few weeks. Between
the local games, to the re-
gionals in Connecticut, to
the send off gatherings
and fundraisers, to the
welcome home ceremony
on Monday afternoon,
Cranston and the state of
Rhode Island came to-
gether to celebrate the
girls.

In a world that is so di-
visive, sports are one of
the few remaining things
that keep people together,
unified. With so much go-
ing on in the real world, it
is teams like this one that
help you escape for a brief
moment and enjoy the

My pitch

by
ALEX

SPONSELLER
SporTs EpITor

ALEXS@
RHODYBEAT.COM

lighter things. That’s why
sports are so special, espe-
cially at the youth level.
I've said this many
times in the past, but that
is what I enjoy about cov-
ering youth sports. It’s
athletics in their purest
form. Kids playing the
game because they love it
and they enjoy being with
their teammates, coaches
and parents. Winning is
not important. Having fun
and trying hard is. Don't
get me wrong, there is
something exhilarating
when watching a profes-
sional, college or even
high school game with
stakes attached, but the
summer is always a great
time to sit back, relax and

B PITCH - PAGE 18
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m Paris
(Continued from page 16)

because we're a great team and we
had to face a lot of other great teams
and great players. To finish the sea-
son winning that tournament, to win
every game and dominate, it was a
great feeling,” said Paris, who was
also proud to be the team’s lone rep-
resentative from Johnston. “It’s nice
to be known for being from John-
ston. Everyone knows that Johnston
is a huge part of my life.”

Paris” baseball career began with
Johnston Little League’s Orioles
team, coached by Bob Civetti and
Anthony Diorio. He has been with
the high school Panthers the past
three seasons and also plays football.
He is an all-division player and team
captain for each sport.

Although Paris is considering
making a push toward playing each
sport at the college level, his first

love is baseball and he will be focus-
ing on gaining college eyes as he en-
ters his senior year while making his
family proud.

“I went through a lot of great expe-
riences this summer (that will help
me). It’s important to me because my
family depends on me a lot and
thinks that I'm going to go some-
where. I've just got to make it hap-
pen and make a name for myself,”
said Paris.

Paris is also thankful to have been
a member of the Scorpions during
the summer and believes that the
program not only elevates its play-
ers’ performance on the field, but al-
lows them to network to college pro-
grams.

“The Scorpions are great because
throughout the tournaments I have
people that film my at bats, my
(fielding), then they send it to the
owner and he sends it out to other
people. If you perform well, you're
going to be seen,” Paris said.

MAKING THE PLAY: Jack Fontaine plays first base.

m Gershkoff

(Continued from page 16)

while Ryan Zarrella knocked in an-
other. Alex Ceseretti tossed a com-
plete game, allowing four runs and
picking up one strikeout.

Upper Deck cruised to a 13-0 shut-
out the next game to clinch the series
win.

It was a rebuilding year for the
Gershkoff seniors and the team took
its lumps, finishing with just two
wins overall. Although the going was
rough at times, manager Steve Pis-
copiello looks forward to the future
with this team, which is set to return
the majority of its lineup next sum-
mer.

“We were shorthanded this season
and the kids that did come to play
were younger. They really gave it

their all. We did the best we could
and it was a learning experience for
the future,” said Piscopiello.

Gershkoff had a great summer
overall, as it fielded four teams and
saw its younger clubs win some big
tournaments along the way. The key
to the rebuild will be retaining as
many kids as possible while also
keeping East and West united, along
with Johnston, according to Piscopi-
ello.

“We need to keep building, we need
the kids coming in as seniors or first-
year undergrads to buy in and give
us some experience. One of the things
we preached was playing the game
the right way. In the playoffs, we
played hard. I always say that if you
play hard, good things will happen.
This team never gave up and I give
them a lot of credit for that. If we had
nine guys there, we would compete,
and that’s all we could ask.”

LAST RIDE: Dean Paris
last baseball season with
the Johnston Panthers.

Business Card
DIRECTORY

This Week s Featured Business..

Refinishing

Restoration &
Application of
Factory Finishes

Custom New
Doors & Drawers Available

Call Anthony for a free
and friendly consultation

Over 25 years experience

401-480-2366

BETTER
BUSINESS
BUREAU

Q
BBB
==

Reg. #25485

Advertise in the Cranston Herald'’s
Business Card
DIRECTORY

for only

18 per week

12 week commitment)

Add the Warwick Beacon or Johnston SunRise
for an additional $9 per week.

Call 732-3100
/T
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m Pitch

(Continued from page 16)

remember why we are sports fans.

This team also made a statement
for the state of Rhode Island. The
Ocean State continues to prove itself
more and more in the national sports
scene, and teams like this one are
why.

When it comes to softball, like
most sports, Rhode Island is a small
state with a small pool of talent to
draw from. It’s simple math.

However, we have seen teams
compete and some, like this one,
break through and make noise on
the national stage. The math may be
simple, but it doesn’t add up.

The only explanation is the hard
work and dedication from the play-

ers, to the coaches, to the families.

It has become so cliché to see
Rhode Islanders have success and
attribute it to hard work, but again,
look at the numbers. We are all born
human. It comes down to hard work
and systems. When it comes to soft-
ball, Rhode Island has climbed to the
top of the hill in recent years and
this group is evidence of that.

You have to tip your cap to the
CLCF-CWLL program, as the 10-U
All-Stars also won their state cham-
pionship and reached the regional
final. This program is deep from top
to bottom and is going nowhere. I
believe it is fair to say that this
league will be the New England fa-
vorite for the next several years.
Something special is going on down
there at Brayton Park, and this crazy
summer of success may just be the

tipping point.

I also believe that this team opened
eyes to how fun softball is to watch.
Baseball grabs all the headlines in
the summer and I will admit up
front that I am guilty of sometimes
failing to strike an appropriate bal-
ance.

The media feeds off of each other.
When one outlet breaks news or un-
covers a story worth telling, other
outlets catch on. In the social media
world we live in, those stories usu-
ally catch on quick.

This is the most attention that I
have ever seen a softball team re-
ceive, and for good reason obvious-
ly. I have a feeling that this team’s
run to the World Series has put ev-
eryone on notice that softball is not
only alive and well in Rhode Island,
but it is thriving. This team proved

that Rhode Island is officially a hot-
bed for softball from the youth level
up.

P;{ou see the results all the way up
to the high school level. More Rhode
Islanders are reaching college pro-
grams than ever, especially Division
I and II programs. The CCRI softball
team just reached its World Series in
the spring and was made up entirely
of locals. There’s no denying or ig-
noring how far the state has come in
the sport.

It will be fun to watch CLCF-
CWLL grow in the coming years.
The feeder system is in place, now it
is just about the follow through.

Congratulations to all the players,
coaches, administrators and families
from the CLCF-CWLL teams. This
summer was a huge one.

Real Estate

Transactions

ADDRESS SELLERS BUYERS DATE PRICE | ADDRESS SELLERS BUYERS DATE PRICE
COVENTRY WARWICK
104 Knotty Oak Rd Sec Of Veterans Affairs Ives, Gabriel and Ives, Mikayla 112 $319900 | 1 Willow Glen Cir Lot 53 Trujl, Crystal Tilinghast, Jo-EI B and Jimenez, Jarren J 1126 $307000
11 Hide Away Southworth, Gary E Murray, Gwendolyn A 1123 $10,000 | 1011 Willamsburg Cir Lot 1011 Espinosa, Laurie G Rohrbaugh, Mary L 1126 $299.000
14 Sycamore Dr Dimaio, Daniel \Whalen, Andrew H 112 $525000 | 107 Knowles Dr Satwucei, Angela and Spaziano Jr, Michag! Arsenio, Sandra and Arsenio, Mario nm $415,000
1 Holmes Rd Randall, Robert J and Randal, Ann M Jat Properties LLC mn $210000 | 1166 Narragansett Pkwy Duffy, Kenngth J and Duffy, Julia A Norman, Sean E and Adames, Delilah 14 $230,000
240 Knotty Oak Rd T3LLC Landoff, Christopher R 1123 $61.250 | 132 Uncas St Armstrong, Bradley and Phothisane, Lothida Beauchemin, Ashley 1122 $345,000
2806 Vilage Green Cir Lot 2806 Obrien, Marguerite Swanson, Patricia A 112 $410000 | 166 Tennyson Rd Walser Hidg LLC Skrzypiec, John and Cunningha, Siobhan 1126 $340000
46 Sharon Dr Mitchell, Raymond and Mitchell, Linda Rw Radebach T and Radebach Jr, Richard W 1126 $610000 | 169 Cohurn St Thomas Macgregor T and Mecaffrey, Michael J Mohanraj, Sandhya 1126 $770,000
b Colhy Dr Carr, Peter Perez, Evelyn and Perez, Madelyn 112 $385000 | 175 Haswil St Flanagan, Letitia R Woods, Nathanw and Woods, Katherine m $310,000
B Glenview Ct (itizens Bank Na West Bay Hm Solutions LLC 13 $335000 | 198 Lucas Rd Swanson, Patricia A Porter, Andrew M and Porter, Shannah M 1125 $130000
107 Gibson Hill Re Perry Jr John Est and Gent, Chelsea E Morin, Zacharie and Morin, Victoria 14 $300000 | 20 Widrose Ct Savastano, John E and Savastano, Michelle Rosalie P Antignano T and Antignano, Rosalie P 126 $900,000
11 Wright Way Fabie, Ronie and Fabie, Renee Meneil, Catherine A 1126 $162000 | 228 Alin St Rwr Re Invest Grp LLC Beaulieu, Gregory J and Beaulieu, Taryn L 1126 $460000
14 Tiffany Rd Wilco, Cassie Cleary, Arthur G 1 $T48900 | 245 Morse Ave Morse Margaret L Est and Dailey, Janice L Braitsch, Matthew K 112 $300000
85 ile R Meadows, Edward H and Perking, Thomas A Thompson 2nd, John H and Thompson, Lori D 1126 $600000 | 26 Way Ave Skerry, Heather and Polion, Justin Harlow, Scott T and Toher, Lauren N 4 $309900
92 Wisteria Or Factor, Casey T and Factor, Shanna K (reco, Victoria L and Maggiocomo, Marcus B 1126 $485,000 | 271 Stillwater Dr Refinement LLC Salvucci, Angela and Spaziano Jr, Michael 112 $560,000
95 Boston St Pacesstter Consulting LLC Polion, Justin and Skerry, Heather Il $182000 | 30Belt St Jasonapril LLC Simeong, Cara 114 $380,000
35 Montana Ave Citizens Bank Vanikiotis, John 1 $250000
CRANSTON 351 New London Ave Lot 202 Kresge, Deborah A (uinter, Pamela A 4] $310,000
106 Vallette St Maiorano. Michael Ri|Ev JoyEand Riley Michael J 1 $m ] 3524 W Shore Rd Lot 806 Grayson, Tylerand Graysun, Mary-ElIen Lambrese, Cuuﬂney 1126 $229,9[][]
196 Park e Bamy Wichael R Gt areos? m $535,UUU 38 Camation Dr Patriia J Mecomnick Irt and Mecomnick, Matthew R Tedeschi, Kimherly § M $385000
131 Fordson Ave Lot 4 Gunzaléz, Tomas Tracy,’Kerri il $250:[][][] 16 Sunny Cove Dr []utra, Maria G and Faragalli, Lori A Dalfonso JI’, Robert 1126 $232,UUU
19 Doylston Dr Amante, Brooks A and Almonte, Brad A Caprio, Mark W and Capri, Lauren K 13 $51000 22 h““rfkhl;"ﬁg Rd E’aldkeﬁ Kehdee A g”“,""”" J?S'“a and Ventura, Ricardo z gg gg;g’ggg
314 Norwoad Ave Carol G Barton T and Barton, Caral G Colet, Donald B and Wagoner, Brandon D 76 $1.250000 orio ort, Mry o ESmane, LS , )
3 Equestia Uy Lot Mose, Lwrence  and Moses, bt L Caione,Anew 00 gfﬂ Cheifﬂm % Hesfmeg’ Stte:e"Aa"d s, En ??% Ueinﬂ”\ﬂ"d e, erues %i giggggg
109 Dyer e Buco, Laura L T2RityLLC 3500 ArTs Hie ey, torothy Iemey, Mary )
5 st Bary M Wechows Lt and Machows, Gy N~~~ Byron et e (/TR 1] giﬂp“‘l’mﬂ“ve ';Ct'lbhﬂ,’wﬂarl”" Mdﬂ&ﬂ ,'afﬂhaﬂhﬁ'ﬂ"mm ’S(XL"LVES‘PLLF %g giigggg
i otvin, Nicolle and Maiato, Matthew challer, Paula ,
12 Dahlia St Georgeson, Brian and Ranstrom, Elizaheth Morri, Ryan and Concordia, Emmaling 1126 $420,000
- . . uron anni, Raymon armop, Keit ,
EAST GREENWICH 12 Huron § Zani, Raymand Harrop, Keith 112 $310,000
2 Tipping Rock Dr Esper, Richard E and Esper, Audra F Lamanno, Timothy R and Lamanno, Kelley C 76 §1,548000 : -
10 S Vel D " Wil Jand i - m m o 84 Cindy Ln Mastrobuono, Carol A Deandradg, Christopher 1126 $438,000
pring vaiey o cgowan, itam  and ficgovan, omna , onggo $13 84 Scranton Ave Federal Hm Loan Mtg Corp Vanikiots, John 1126 $350,000
43 Phillps Rd Cumkelman, Benjamin P Hillyer, Shira 1122 $54,000 o ;
' ) ) o 85 Birkshire Dr Tretton, Jeanng M Bundesliga Hldg LLC 1125 $427,000
595 Middle Rd Dawn H Appleby T and Appleby, Reid § Smith, Jeremy D and Smith, Jil P 74 $600,000 1 Harvard Ave Wichell Robert W Bt Prop e m $220000
360 Middle Rd Smith, Jeremy D and Smith, Jill P Dwyer, Kritin H 70 $1,325000 ' '
WEST GREENWICH
EXETER - , , : ,
1 Niantic T Ri Hsng & Mitg Fin € Piacente Jr, Alfred and Piacente, K 13 1
125 Widow Sweets R Jeannie Burkhard Lt and Burkhard, Jean L Medonough, Carolyn and Calcagno, Giovanni 1126 $646,000 e TS MR A0 O AT, Tren !
WEST WARWICK
) J 0 HNSTO N 103 Phenix Ave Read Sr, John W and Read, Arlene A Gregne, Sarah E 114 $375,000
11 Custer Ave Lucille A Labelle T and Labelle, Lucille A Rodriguez, Lourdes M 1125 $370000 i
) 12 Walker St Nunes, John C and Conard, Rosanne C (uiroa, Viceldo W 114 $225,000
16 Park St Patterson, Robert C and Us Bank Na Tr Alpha Holdings LLG 1124 $225,000 199 Brookside Ave Disio. Anna I Mandevll novs LLC i $200000
§t Alpha Holdings LLC s & Y Trucking LLC T $85000 . , - - ’
;?l I;nark - i Rt Loz Ruel 1 42[]Y[][][] 139 Archambault Ave Dicristofaro, Mark De Minaya, Marcvela and De Minaya, Marisola A 1130 $315,000
osiansicut adigan, richar Opez, RUDEICY g y 148 Wakefield St Harris, Brian and Harris, Kevin C Saint Fleur Montinat Rome 130 $375,000
33 Bumett t Gy Homes e Dion, Hadeere 0 SBS000 o yingon St Lot 3 Washington Cap Invs LLC Jacksan, Vanessa L BT $3100
43 Shady Hil Dr Jackson-Henderson, Tiffany Sulivan, Cathering IR $415,000
5 \ilage Ct Lot § Lemus, Dina L Liv, Xiau J and Zheng, Long 130 $195,000
6 Carder St Poale, Ira and Schell, Rachel Lopez, Reynaldo and Lopez, Janette 1126 $500,000
65 Penix Ave Lot 69 Lebron, Nathanael Dumas, Charles R 1126 $590000
i oyt el s comoied ram ol ecards nd e under adrementwith the Waren o of Bt 8 Guertin St Del-Rosario, Sarah § and Del-Rosario, Jorge Bateson, Andrew § 11 $332,000
Il:t evelz cgur::m(:unil; is :epnrtedpe‘aghfwee:. Tt:yl repurt;1 dat: errnpr, c:IIdGﬂ?BHG?SMU nrtsent:;: en’ail to t[rians?ersfalt;lhetwa‘rrengruup.num 9 Lori Ct Blanchem, Cyrllle Aand Blﬁﬂﬁhﬂne, Helen M Sﬁﬂn, Brandon 14 $450,UUU

YOU COULD SPONSOR THIS PAGE

For more information about this opportunity, call

732-3100,821-2216
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Cable installation could impact boating, fishing

By CAPT. DAVE MONTI

If you power boat, sail or fish in the
lower West Passage of Narragansett Bay
you should know there will be cable lay-
ing construction going on from Quonset
Point to Beavertail, September to De-
cember 2024.

A safety workshop and information
session by the Better Bay Alliance and
Drsted is scheduled for Thursday, Au-
gust 22, 7 p.m. at the Cold Spring Com-
munity Center, 30 Beach Street, North
Kingstown. To register visit Narragan-
sett Bay Community Series: Revolution
Wind Construction Update Tickets, Thu,
Aug 22,2024 at 7:00 PM | Eventbrite.

What cable is being laid?

Two submarine cables will be buried
under the seafloor in the lower West Pas-
sage of Narragansett Bay as part of the
Revolution Wind project. Cables will be
laid side by side in two separate con-
struction operations. The cables will be
buried four to six feet under the sea
floor, but when not possible to bury
them due to crossing an existing cable or
debris from the old Jamestown Bridge,
matts will be laid down over the debris
or existing cable with additional matts
laid on top of the new cables. Post con-
struction surveys will take place to make
sure cables are buried and protected

properly.

What boating or fishing could
construction impact?

Mainers transiting or fishing (particu-
larly for tautog) in the lower West Pas-
sage could be impacted. Areas impacted
include the General Rock ledge area,
rock clusters between Wickford and Fox
Island, fishing at Plum Beach Light and
over debris from the old Jamestown
Bridge. The cable laying barge, support
tugs and survey vessels are mobile and
continuously moving, so best to check
the Mariner Brief daily or look at a Ma-
rine Traffic AIS Application.

Areas I believe that will not impact

tautog fishing include mussel beds along
the west side of Jamestown and south,
fishing close to Beavertail Point, in front
of Bonnet Cliffs, the Whale Rock area
and rock clusters off Narragansett at
Narrow River.

Are there safety and research/
monitoring plans in place for the
project?

David Lussier, President of the Better
Bay Alliance (BBA), a non-profit organi-
zation dedicated to enhancing boating
safety in Rhode Island Waters, said “The
Better Bay Alliance is not in any partner-
ship with Orsted, and we are not an en-
dorsing or supporting organization, but
rather simply an interested party that
wants the boating public to fully under-
stand what their plans are so that boat-
ing safety in our waters remains a prior-
ity for all users of our waterways.”

The Better Bay Alliance has developed
LIVE CHART, an online program on
their website, which illustrates specific
areas and schedules for the cable laying
project, so stakeholders remain in-
formed. LIVE CHART is free and easily
accessible at www.betterbayalliance.org.

John Mansolillo, Marine Affairs Man-
ager for Qrsted, said, “Our major con-
cern is mariner safety, and we aim to
alert mariners as to where and when we
are working, as well as follow mandated
construction safety guidelines for the
project. This includes a safety zone
around construction vessels from the
Coast Guard.”

Highlights of the Project Safety plan
include updates on Live Chart from the
Better Bay Alliance, project updates
weekly via posted and emailed Mariner
Briefings, the use of Automated Identifi-
cation Systems (AIS) via VHF radio, Se-
curite calls when appropriate, scout and
safety vessel in project area, and proper-
ly lit construction vessels.

To safely transit and fish in the area
anglers can do a little pre trip planning
as to where construction vessels are
working, travel at a safe speed, have
proper lookout, practice prudent sea-

manship and communicate with work
and safety vessels in the area.

Highlights of the research and moni-
toring plan mandated by the Coastal
Resources Management Council (CRMC)
on the project include pre and post lob-
ster and crab surveys, quahog density
studies, eel grass survey, bolder reloca-
tion survey and pre and post cable in-
stallation surveys.

NOAA makes progress on
improving angler data

NOAA Fisheries and their Marine Rec-
reational Information Program (MRIP)
shared progress on two recreational fish-
ing data collection initiatives, the Fish-
ing Effort Survey study and the collab-
orative initiative to re-envision the part-
nership to collect data between NOAA,
regional Councils, states and anglers.

The Fishing Effort Study (FES) is en-
tering the eighth month of survey ad-
ministration and is producing improved
data quality in alignment with the prior
pilot study. The initial pilot study
showed NOAA Fisheries was overesti-
mating recreational harvest levels by as
much as 30 percent on many fish species.

NOAA also continues to re-evaluate
their recreational fishing data collection
partnership approaches. The goal is to
transition to a new, collaboratively de-
veloped vision for the state-federal part-
nership in 2026 — one that better meets
regionally specific data needs for sus-
tainable, adaptive fisheries manage-
ment.

Where’s the bite?

Freshwater. Anglers have been catch-
ing fish at cooler times, early morning,
sunset or at night. With cooler weather
anglers are hopeful that the large and
small mouth bass bite will do nothing
but get better.

Striped bass, bluefish, bonito. Steven
Orefice of Watch Hill Outfitters, Wester-
ly, said, “Striped bass fishing on Wester-
ly reefs and at the Southwest Ledge at
Block Island has been hit or miss. But

USINESS SERVICES

things have improved. This week we
had some nice bluefish on the surface
too.”

“This cooler weather will be great for
striped bass fishing out in front and in
the Bay where we have Atlantic menha-
den schools in greater abundance now.
The bonito bite this week was good out
in front of Newport,” said Brian Combra
of Sam’s Bait & Tackle, Middletown.

Tom Olson of Ponaug Bait & Tackle,
Warwick, said, “The striped bass and
bluefish bite in the Bay is very slow but
we have some kayak customers that are
still doing well fishing the Newport
Bridge area and out in front on Brenton
Reef in Newport.”

Fluke (summer flounder), black sea
bass and scup. Combra of Sam’s, said,
the fluke bite has picked up in the New-
port Bridge area with anglers catching
keepers.”

“Fluke fishing is still slow with shorts
being caught with an occasional keeper.
Those catching keepers are in lower wa-
ter, the 30 to 40 foot range. We do have
more keeper black sea bass being
caught,” said Orefice of Watch Hill Out-
fitters. Kevin Fetzer of East Greenwich
and his fishing partner Joe Klinger of
South Kingstown hooked up with a
21l-inch, a 22-inch, a big fluke that got
away at the boat and five nice sized scup
in the West Passage near Austin Hollow
last week.

Bluefin tuna. “Tuna reports last week
were good. The bite is coming from jig
and troll. with the weather window this
week looking promising we hope the
bite holds up so more boats can get out
to try their luck,” said Declan O’Donnell
of Breachway Bait & Tackle

Dave Monti holds a head captain’s license
and charter fishing license. He serves on a
variety of boards and commissions and has a
consulting business focusing on clean
oceans, habitat preservation, conservation,
renewable energy, and fisheries related issues
and clients. Forward fishing news and pho-
tos to dmontifish@uverison.net or visit www.
noflukefishing.com.
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Home Improvements

Oil Tank Removal

Reilly Fence Inc.
Professional installations of
Vinyl ¢ Wood ¢ Aluminum
Chainlink Fences
Insured - Free Estimates
Call & book an appt. today!
228-3647 Reg. #40392

Weatherproof
Home Improvement
Interior/ Exterior Painting
Roofing * Siding * Gutters < Decks

Dennis
732-9218 #3100

Why wait for your oil tank to leak?
Old oil tanks removed
Licensed Rl Waste Transporter

Drum Disposal

Newton B. Washburn, LLC.
Insured ® Reg. #27176 @ #RI877

401-647-9606

Flooring

Landscaping Materials

Painting

EAST COAST
WOOD FLOORS
Installed - Sand
Finish « Refinish
Insured * Senior Discounts

Cell 265-3644

Reg. #15124

BUSINESS SERVICES

DEADLINE: 4 PM FRIDAY

CONFREDA FARMS

Fertile Farm Loam
Screened to Y2 inch
Mulch e 50/50 Mix
Raw Compost
Processed Gravel

737-7662 o

C & J Painting
Interior/Exterior
Powerwashing
Free Estimates
Jason ° Craig

378-8525 o 743-2554
Reg. #22833 Insured

STEVEN G. RUHLE
PAINTING

Interior & Exterior
Small Exteriors
Neat, Clean Workmanship
639-0967
Free Estimates
Reg. 12067 - Insured

827-5000

Neat. Clean. Organized
Insured - Reg. #3469

401-944-0336

Reg. #4114 %  Member BBB *  Est. 1946

call now! 738-0369

PLUMBING & HEATING

Water Heaters
Free Estimates

Remodeling + Repairs
New Construction

(All 3 papers for one low price)

Business Services Ads

$3 leeek

for 4 or more weeks in the Johnston Sun Rise,
Warwick Beacon & Cranston Herald

To place your ad, please call

732-3100

MP #1696 737'4679 MPF #6470

Rubbish Removal

Liberty House
Junk Removal, Inc.

We remove one item
or content of entire house.
Sheds and hot tubs
FREE ESTIMATES
15 years of reliable service
Reg. #2983 & Insured

401-286-0505

Summer Cleanups
House - Cellars -
Garages - Moving?
Anything hanled away, some for FREE!
30 yrs. - Reliable Service!

741 -2781 Lie. #575379 - lnsured




20 Johnston Sun Rise

Thursday, August 15, 2024

Classifieds

Sun Rise

401-732-3100

OFFICE HOURS: Monday thru Friday 8:30 AM - 4:30 PM

TO PLACE OR CANCEL A CLASSIFIED AD:
Call 732-3100 by —

* 4 PM Friday for

Cranston Herald (Thursday),
Johnston Sun Rise (Thursday),
Warwick Beacon (Thursday) &
The Reminder (Wednesday)

Please Check Your Ad!'

We make every effort to carefully proofread all
advertisements, however, we ask you to check
your ad the first time it appears. If you find an
error, call 732-3100 so that we may correct it in
the next publication. Beacon Media shall not be
liable for errors or omissions in, or failure toinsert,
any advertisement for which it may be responsible
beyond the cost of the actual space occupied
by the item in which error or omission or failure
fo insert occurred. Advertiser will be entitied to
refund of advertisement price or insertion in next
issue at advertiser’s option.

LINE ADS:
20 Words - $35.00 per week

each additional word $1.00

hold first line $4.00

Includes Warwick Beacon, Cranston Herald
and Johnston Sun Rise

Add The Reminder

for an additional $10/week

BUSINESS SERVICE ADS:

$35.00 per column inch per week*
Includes Warwick Beacon, Cranston Herald and

Johnston Sun Rise
*Ad Must Run 4 Consecutive Weeks

Add The Reminder:

$8.00 per column inch. Ad Must Run 4 Consecutive Weeks.

Email ads to: Classifieds @rhodybeat.com

CRED'T POL'CY We accept all major credit cards. We will bill line-by-line classified ads (with the excep-
tion of YARD SALE ADS) to customers adding $1.50 billing fee. Business Service ads must be prepaid until a Credit
Application has been approved and account established.

Autos Wanted

Help Wanted

Classic Cars Wanted! Looking
for American or European vehi-
cles. Restored or needing work.
Collections or single cars. Will
pay finder's fee for referrals. Call
508-326-6359.

JUNK CARS WANTED. Up to
$500 paid. Call 401-895-7351
for quote.

Autos for Sale

Buick LeSabre 1963, 2-door
hardtop. New starter, radia-
tor, battery, sparkplugs, points.
Wide, white-wall tires. Rebuilt
transmission. 65,000 miles. No
body rust. Dark blue exterior
with original light blue interior.
Good condition according to in-
dustry standards. $18,000. 401-
397-4201.

| Cemetery Lot for Sale

Gravesite at Highland Memorial
Park Cemetery, Johnston. Lot
342, Grave 5, Sunset Garden.
$2000. Buyer pays transfer fee.
Call: 727-644-1270.

Help Wanted

CLEANERS: 1st & 2nd Shift,
20-25 hours per week, Monday-
Saturday. $15/hour. Must have
valid Driver's License, reliable
vehicle and clean BCI. Great
job for retirees! Call Joe, 401-
301-1162.

Carpet Cleaning Technician/
Trainees: $700+/Week. Valid
Driver's License. BCI required.
Call Joe, 401-258-9648

FULL TIME SERVICE TECHNI-
CIAN for Water Filtration Sys-
tems & Well Pressure Tanks.
Must have good Driving Re-
cord. $20-$25/Hour dependent
on experience. Will train. Paid
Holidays, Blue Cross & Dental.
Ample overtime available. Com-
pany contributes to IRA. Paid
Vacation after 1 year. Contact
Jeff @ 401-392-0199 or Email
resume to jeff@newengland-
water.com

Houses Wanted

WE BUY HOUSES: Any condi-
tion!! Quick sale!! House needs
work? We don’t mind. Call 401-
595-8703.

Landscaping

AERATION/OVERSEEDING:
No job too small or large. Call/
Text Robert, 465-4546.

Classified
Advertising

Deadline is
4 PM FRIDAY

Help Wanted
Real Estate
Autos
ltems For Sale

732-3100

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
Statewide Coverage

REACH OVER 125,000 HOMES

HIRING

SELLING

BUYING

Save Time.

Save Money.

Get the word out...

PRt
e Ad i
¥ 3 ver Ise n“r
\
0
ol &
‘
W
o | &

Call Ida — 732-3100

(Yard Sale Ads Must Be Pre-Paid)

CLASSIFIED AD FORM

20 Words - *35/week

*Add $1for each additional word
Includes Warwick Beacon, Cranston Herald and Johnston Sun Rise
U Add The Reminder for an additional $10/week

Please print clearly - One word per box Q BOLD TYPE
Phone number is one word. $4.00 per week. First line only.
Not responsible for words we cannot read.

20 words

+$1 each addition word

Name 0 ,
Address /
Town/State

Phone Make checks payable to:
Price Per Week # of Weeks Amount Paid

BEACON MEDIA

1 Check/Money Order Enclosed - Payable to: BEACON MEDIA

Circle One: Account #

Security Code Expiration Date

MAIL OR BRING TO:

BEACON MEDIA

1944 Warwick Avenue, Warwick Rl 02889
E-Mail: classifieds@rhodybeat.com

Classified Ad Deadline is
FRIDAY AT 4PM*

*Thursday at 4pm if there is a Monday holiday
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Rockwell Amusement will be providing the midway rides at Washington County Fair as they have for 40 years.

(Photo courtesy of washingtoncountyfair-ri.com)

Washington

County Fair

kicks off

By ASHLEY MARIANI

The Washington County Fair in Richmond kicks off
on Wednesday, Aug. 14 with five days of games and
contests, carnival rides, live music and more.

The fair, located on 78 Richmond Townhouse Road,
opens its gates at 8 a.m. each day, while most activities
and vendors begin at 10 a.m.

Families can participate in everything from tractor
and animal pulls, magic shows and cornhole tourna-
ments.

Special events for children under 13 include a mini
pie eating contest on Thursday, a potato sack race on
Friday and a pedal tractor pull on Saturday.

Midway rides open at 12 p.m. daily. Tickets can be
purchased at the Rockwell Amusement booths for $1.50

each.

Music includes performances from The Jukebox He-
roes on Wednesday, Maddie & Tae on Thursday, George
Birge on Friday and Bre Hopkins on Saturday.

Free parking is available at three designated fair lots.
The Beaver River Offsite Lot opens at 4 p.m. on Thurs-
day and Friday and 12 p.m. on Saturday and Sunday.
Shuttles to the fair will be available from the Beaver
River lot.

The fair closes at 11 p.m. from Wednesday to Satur-
day and 8 p.m. on Sunday.

General admission tickets, which include access to all
daily concerts, animal shows and tractor pulls, are $12
per day. Children 10 and under are free. Tickets can be
purchased at https://www.washingtoncountyfair-ri.
com/p/tickets.

Lessons learned from
Mother Theresa

At the age of 12, a Cath-
olic Albanian girl, Agnes
Gonxha Bojaxhiu, devot-
ed herself to God. She en-
tered a nunnery, received
an education, and was
sent to Calcutta in India to
be a teacher. She helped
the poor while living
among them and she
founded a new sister-
hood, Missionaries of
Charity. Teresa, her given
name in India, arranged
for homes for orphans,
nursing homes for lepers
and hospices for the ter-
minally ill in Calcutta,
and this organization
eventually engaged in aid
work in other parts of the
world. In 1937, she took
her Final Vows to a life of
poverty, chastity and obe-
dience. She took on the ti-
tle of «Mother» upon
making her final vows and
thus became known as
Mother Teresa. In 2016,
the Pope canonized her,
and she became Saint
Mother Theresa. Her ef-
forts helped millions of
people who were suffer-
ing from disease, poverty,
homelessness and starva-
tion.

I admire her because
she treated everyone with
love and compassion, and
supported them regard-
less of their race, disabili-

Life
Matters

with
LINDA
PETERSEN

ty, religious beliefs or so-
cial status. She was also
seen smiling a lot, because
«Bvery time you smile at
someone, it is an action of
love, a gift to the person, a
beautiful thing.»

I can do THAT! I can do
a beautiful thing! In fact, I
do it quite often, even
though it uglifies my face
with a crinkled-up nose,
squinty eyes and age-
weary teeth. (Taking pic-
tures when I was a child,
my mom would ask me
NOT to smile lest I «ruin»
the picture with my
smile.) Still, I
go out and about in the
world, smiling my silly
face off to friends and
strangers alike.

Another lesson I
learned from Mother The-
resa was «People are un-
realistic, illogical and self-
centered. Love them any-
way.» Similar to the rec-

ommendation to «Love
thy neighbor,» this trait
can be soooooooo difficult
to emanate because peo-
ple can be soooooooo dif-
ficult. It is an activity that
does not cost anything,
except one>s pride, I
would suspect. When one
of my adult children hurts
my feelings, I carry it with
me in my heart. Forgiving
the deed is very difficult,
but, unfortunately, I am
not able to forget.

Another mantra of
Mother Theresa is “If you
can’t feed a hundred peo-
ple, feed just one.” That
can easily be done by do-
nating the money for one
meal ($10) to One Less
Worry, Loaves and Fishes
RI, Judy’s Kindness Kitch-
en or any charity food dis-
tribution program. If one
hundred of us do that,
then we have shown that
we CAN feed 100, one at a
time.

Mother Theresa said
something that really
touched my soul. “I be-
lieve in God. Not because
my parents told me to, not
because a church told me
to. But I have experienced
how awesome He is.” 1
also believe in God be-
cause of his awesomeness.
From a young age, I was
raised by an angelic moth-

er who experienced sev-
eral spiritually affirming
episodes, including a
bright light visit from
God, who hugged her and
told her to accept her
newborn severely dis-
abled infant. After that
visit, she took on the chal-
lenge of parenting such a
child with love and a
smile, expanding that
love and carefree attitude
to others.

My mother would take
me to “church” on a
mountaintop in New
Hampshire, on a beach in
Florida, or by a free-flow-
ing brook in Virginia as
we traveled around the
country. How could I sit
atop a mountain, where
the glorious world stretch-
es out before me in breath-
taking detail, and not be-
lieve in God? Sitting there
as a child, enveloped by
the warmth from the sun,
feeling the gentle breeze
that rustles the leaves and
stirs up the faint scent of
pine in the air, I gazed
down at the beauty of the
world below. A sense of
deep peace stirred in my
soul.

I am so very fortunate
to be able to experience
the joy of living just by
smiling. I learned it from
Mother Theresa!

A A

Photo credit: Friends of Homeless Animals
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Puppies!! If you have been thinking of adopting a puppy the
Friends of Homeless currently has a litter of four adorable
pups! This is one of the boys, his name is Lil Foot! They are
all this cute and all are a golden color with the cutest faces!
These puppies are mixed breed and expected to be medium
size when fully grown. Lil Foot and his littermates are all
playful, happy pups who have been living with a foster family
as well as children and other dogs. If you are interested in
meeting them, please call their foster Mom Regina at 401-
644-8173 and leave a message. You can also visit their
website for more information at www.fohari.org They will all

be excited to meet you! ’ .

If you are thinking of adopting
or know of an animal in need,
please contact Karen directly at

animaltalk1920 @gmail.com
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monument
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the site
includes a
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reproduction
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The rolling fields of Max Yasgur's 600-acre farm in Bethel, New York, was home to
half a million people during The Woodstock Music and Art Fair.

The original Yasgur Farm house.

m Woodstock
(Continued from page 15)

When Max cut the deal with Michael
Lang to lease his land for a reported
$10,000, they both felt that the concert,
and the dream, would certainly become
a reality.

But it was not without some setbacks,
and the very real possibility that the con-
cert would not take place at all.

Efforts to stop the festival

The townspeople, learning that the
mega-concert was being planned, were
understandably uneasy.

They worried about what such a mass
of people would do to their small town.

They worried about what the noise
and commotion would do to their live-
stock.

They worried about whether the roads
could handle the traffic and equipment.

And they worried if the concert goers
(often referred to as “anti-war hippies”)
would be respectful of their small-town
values.

Some were so riled up that they started
a movement to have the Zoning Board
forbid the concert.

A few crackpots even threatened to
burn down Max’s farm. Another group
took a different track. They wanted to
see how much money they could make
with such an influx of people.

While some residents started charging
for water, Max Yasgur became an instant
hero by handing out water for free and
giving away all the milk he had in the
barn.

When the dust settled, and the devel-
opers were certain that the concert would
indeed happen, “The Woodstock Music
and Art Fair” was scheduled for the
weekend of Aug. 15-17, 1969.

The lineup included mega-groups Jef-
ferson Airplane, The Grateful Dead,
Blood, Sweat & Tears, The Who, Crosby,
Stills, Nash & Young and Jimi Hen-
drix. There were 32 acts in all.

In those days, with no internet or so-
cial media, word usually spread slowly
across the country about a concert of
significance. In this case, word spread
quickly through college campuses and
other music venues.

By Wednesday, Aug. 13, 60,000 people
were camped out at “Woodstock.”

But the time the concert began on Aug.
15, half a million people descended upon
Max Yasgur’s farm.

Most hiked miles to get there as the
New York State Thruway, as mentioned,
was closed.

They faced food shortages, water
shortages, scarce restroom facilities,
pouring rain and of course the availabil-
ity of all kinds of drugs.

By the time Jimi Hendrix closed the
concert on Monday, Aug. 18 at 8:30 a.m.
(due to torrential rain delays), those half-
million young people showed the world
that they could gather in peace, love and

music without major incident.

They also respected the town that
hosted them, due to the overpowering
nature of Max Yasgur.

When others slammed their door, Max
opened his home.

When town leaders wanted to change
the zoning laws to prohibit the concert,
Max fought them tooth and nail.

Probably one of the most dynamic
speeches in modern American history
came the day the Zoning Board was to
meet to discuss changing the law and
killing the concert.

When it was his turn to speak, dairy
farmer Max Yasgur said this:

“I hear you are considering changing
the zoning law to prevent this festival. I
hear you don’t like the look of these kids
who are working at the site. I hear you
don’t like their lifestyle. I hear you don't
like that they are against the war and
they say so very loudly ... I don't par-
ticularly like the looks of some of these
kids either. I don’t particularly like their
lifestyle, especially the drugs and free
love. And I don’t like what some of them
are saying about our government.

However, I know my American histo-
ry. Tens of thousands of Americans in
uniform gave their lives in war after war
just so these kids would have the free-
dom to do exactly what they are do-
ing. That’s what this country is all about
and I am not going to let you throw them
out of our town just because you don't
like their dress or their hair or the way
they live or what they believe. This is
America and they are going to have their
festival!”

Woodstock, in my humble opinion,
was the moment my generation became
awakened and aware. We became tuned-
in to the world around us and became a
generational community.

Making it to Woodstock, finally

I finally made it to Woodstock during
the summer of 2020.

It was during Covid when we were all
looking for something to do. A pleasant
three-plus-hour drive to Bethel.

I have to tell you that it was a mystical
experience to walk the field that is now
world-renowned.

It is preserved for all to see, and a short
distance from the Yasgur homestead and
barn.

They even added a modern Perform-
ing Arts Center above the famous hill. It
has Woodstock memorabilia and shows
a continuous loop of the concert, and
hosts performances and cultural events.

Max Yasgur died of a heart attack on
Feb. 9, 1973 in Marathon, Florida.

There is a generation of “kids” like me
that will never forget him.

Peace, Max.

Still somewhat of a hippie, Mike Levesque,
a Warwick resident and former West War-
wick mayor, writes the Meeting with Mike
column that appears in these pages.
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TOADSTOOL
(Submitted photo by Kayla Chin)

ToadStool honors
a fallen friend with
‘Good Grief’

By ROBERT DUGUAY

When a family member, friend or
loved one passes on, there are numerous
ways to honor their existence. There’s
the old-fashioned route of a wake and a
funeral, but there’s also a mural, a mon-
ument or even a song. For Coventry na-
tive Mike Jencks, he decided to do the
latter and then some under his hip hop
moniker ToadStool. The result of this
endeavor is “Good Grief,” which was
self-released back on June 14. It’s his
third album to come out so far this year,
with “Smother” having come out in Feb-
ruary and “Swampcrawlr” following
that up in April, and it’s a testament to
how committed and consistent Jencks is
when it comes to his craft.

The catalyst for “Good Grief” came
about after the passing of one of Jencks’
good friends a few months ago. After
dealing with the emotions that come af-
ter suffering a personal loss, he decided
to transition them into his music.

“This album was made in three weeks,
from start to finish, after my homie Peter
passed away,” he describes the making
of the full-length release in the liner
notes. “I wanted to honor him by throw-
ing myself into an art piece...he would've
dug that. Peter Fortin forever.”

Much like his previous two albums,
there’s an array of jazz samples and
killer beats flowing underneath the lyr-
ics. Jencks’ delivery is charismatic and
genuine, there isn’t any nonsense being
conveyed and every word he spits car-

ries substantial weight. I'll also say that
this record seems to have Jencks going
back to his creative foundation after cre-
ating more abstract material with his
other recordings. There’s a classic hip
hop structure with the rhymes and in-
strumentation forging a cohesive dy-
namic. This is a characteristic that both
the purist and idealist of the timeless
style can appreciate.

It’s especially true in a wide range of
tracks. “I've Been Trying” begins in mel-
ancholy fashion with a cut up piano
sample making the introduction, along
with a voice clip, before the beat hits.
Starting up in a similar fashion is “What's
The Damage?” but with a horn kicking
things off and weaving in and out as the
song goes along. “Coke Cans” has a
sweet bass line I absolutely love that has
everything else bouncing off of it. Other
highlights from “Good Grief” include
“ ... Tomorrow’s Lunch,” “Poison Mist”
and “Go To Church.”

To give “Good Grief” a listen, log onto
the ToadStool’s Bandcamp page at xxx-
toadstoolxxx.bandcamp.com.  While
you're at it, check out Jenck’s band Toad
and The Stooligans at toadandthestooli-
gans.bandcamp.com as well. Both pages
are chock full of fantastic music that’ll
keep the ears occupied if they have time
to spare. For future announcements, fol-
low ToadStool on Facebook at facebook.
com/LLStool]. In the meantime, dive
into an excellent album that pays tribute
to a person who meant a lot to a talented
artist.
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Trinity Repertory opens
season with raunchy
comedy Sept. 5

Trinity Repertory Company begins its
61st season with “POTUS: Or, Behind
Every Great Dumbass Are Seven Women
Trying to Keep Him Alive” by Selina
Fillinger.

This raunchy comedy runs September
5-22 and October 10 — 27, 2024 in Trinity
Rep’s Dowling Theater. Tickets are avail-
able for purchase in person at the Ticket
Office on 201 Washington St., online at
trinityrep.com/POTUS, or by calling
(401) 351-4242.

“There is no more suitable time than
this very moment for Selina Fillinger’s
biting and hilarious comedy, as it pulls
back the curtain on the women working
behind the scenes at the White House,”
director Curt Columbus said in a release.
“It's a raucous, bawdy ride that will
leave you thinking while you laugh.”

“POTUS” runs on its own Sept. 5-22,
then in rotating repertory with "Ms.
Holmes & Ms. Watson — APT 2B" by Kate
Hamill Oct. 10-27. While the plays differ
in comedic style and story, both humor-

ous pieces center on women'’s voices.
About “POTUS”

Many of us are dreading the 2024 elec-
tion, regardless of political beliefs. Why
not look your fears dead in the eye and
laugh at them with “POTUS”? When a
presidential PR nightmare evolves into a
global catastrophe, it’s up to seven wom-
en in the commander-in-chief’s inner
circle to do damage control. That is if
they don’t drive each other off the rails
first through a chaotic cocktail of increas-
ingly absurd antics. Delightfully raun-
chy and uproariously funny, “POTUS” is
a naughty political farce that'll have you
rolling in the aisles! “POTUS” opened on
Broadway in 2022 and earned three Tony
Award nominations. It has since been
produced frequently across the United
States.

Trinity Rep’s production will be the
play’s Rhode Island premiere.
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CLUES ACROSS 47, Flowing 17. Written account
1. Major American automaker (abbr)  50. Greetings 18. Consumed
4. Pressure measurement 54. Remedy 20. Something the first shall be
1. Two-year-old sheep 55. Soft lightweight fabric 22. No (slang)
10. Indigenous person from Laos or 56. Building material 21. Gov't lawyers
Thailand 57. Sea bream 28. Peyton’s little brother
11. Up in the air (abbr.) 59. A way to cause to be swollen 29. Small amount
12. Actress de Armas 60. One and only 31. Investment vehicle
13. Not moving 61. People get one in summer 32. Fall behind
15. Cool! 62. Wreath 33. Midway between northeast and
16. Bog arum genus 63. Thus far east
19. Perceptible by touch 64. They 37. Head pain
21. Type of test 65. Sea eagle 38. Popular sport in England and India
23. Monetary units 39. King Charles’s sister
24. Collection of various things CLUES DOWN 40. Boat race
25, Sum of five and one 1. Policemen (French) 41. About fish
26. Type of sword 2. Toy dog 42. Maidservant
21. Hates 3. Inflamed colon disease 43. Able to be marketed
30. Immobile 4. Can’t move 44, Tinier
34. Pie _ _ mode 5. Helps little firms 47, Parts per hillion (abbr.)
35. Moved quickly 6. Lists of names, subjects, etc. 48. Paddle
36. Passenger’s place on a motorhike 7. Takes down 4.9 Oneness
41. A way through 8. Makes possible 51. Bitter chemical
45, Former US Secretary of 9. Wife of Julius Constantius 52. Not around
Education Duncan 13. Engine additive 53. Very fast airplane
46. Leader 14. Arctic explorers (abbr.) 58. Swiss river
Crossword Puzzle!
PLACE YOUR AD HERE
Only $50.00/wk.
5.19"x 3"
(FREE Color If Available)
Call 401.732.3100
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VA
a‘@caf
SHOPPE

, '

FERS
IPR@WE FILLING STATION
621-8129 ca Phi

" ALL ¢
PROPANE | * Open 7 days a week

TANKS

fLLed | Open all year

* English & Spanish

\" HERE

904 Manton Ave.
Providence

¢
Phl Johnston32@gmal.com

(INFRONT OF STOP & SHOP) www.jfcpropane.com

Glass & Screen

Repair & Replacement

Residential Services:
e Sliding Screen Doors
¢ Insulated Glass

e Storm Doors *
e Acrylic Sheet Available
Call Denny
(401) 641-1010

Johnston Area — Free Estimates — Will Pick up & Deliver

(401) 461-5600  www.budgetrooterservice.com

Drain Problem? No Problem!
Just Call Jim!
40+ Years of Experience

Family Owned
And Operated

“Why Pay More?”

Servicing both Commercial and Residential Clients:
Main Sewer Lines * Sinks * Tubs ¢ Showers ¢ Floor Drains

Video Camera Pipe Inspection &4

Nardone Painting Co.

: INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR WORK

Roofing, Siding and Windows
NOW OFFERING: Carpentry, \
Kitchen & Bath Remodeling & Hardwood Floors \

Over 40 Years Experience — Quality Work
LICENSED & INSURED

401-943-1675 )

| Luciano Nardone 27 Tweed Street, Cranston

Mention This Ad For $500 OFF Exterior Painting Jobs ($2500 & Over)

PROUDLY SERVING THE COMMUNITY SINCE 1970

Vincent S. Podmaska

vinny@grahaminsuranceinc.com

1465 Atwood Avenue
Johnston, RI 02919
Tel: 401-273-8700

/—\ I know what the skin needs

I know what you need
o & Get the experience with me

‘e CAR(’N LORENZO

(401) 771-9273
FB:

1G:

SATURDAY
PAINTING
CLASSES

11AM-1PM

ages 13+ «$15 p.p-

includes all supplies

CREATE YOUR
CroWN ART!

any day/any canvas size
Freestyle your OWN | at's create some art over at our beautiful space!
drawing or ainting | 157 (AN STREET, WEST WARWICK

$5-$20 per canvas | 401-317-9023 « www.joszone.com

Either Ore Jewelers

Eitherorejewelersonline.com
Ralph Mangzi | 1500 Atwood Ave.
president | Johnston, RI 02919
401-274-2126

Eitherorej@aol.com

INVEST IN YOUR COMMUNITY.

Shop focally

SCAN NOW
FOR AN
INSTANT
QUOTE
FREE ESTIMATES
401-595-0726
www.PowerWashJM.com

SOFT WASHING SERVICES
HOUSE WASH - ROOF WASH - DECK WASH - PATIO WASH - FENCE WASH

Licensed & Insured e Gift Certificates Available

ADDITIONAL CLEANING SERVICES
e Solar Panels ¢ Gutters °

GOULIN STORAGE
STORAGE CONTAINERS FOR RENT

Stationary at our Johnston location Call for our
or mobile at your location pricing & incentive
for a monthly rental fee. programs
401.837.0048 or 401.626-8737 for long term use.

VERY COMPETITIVE RATES, FAST, RELIABLE COURTEOUS SERVICE

YARD DEBRIS,

JUNK REMOVAL and MORE!
10, 15, 20 & 30 yard containers placed at your location

Call for pricing and availability.
401.626.8737 or 401.837.0048

Rl Sealceafting LILGC

10 orr

DISCOUNT

for July and August

Q0125922702

10-week commitment ¢ 3.42”x2” ad « FREE COLOR WHEN AVAILABLE
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