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JOHNSTON

By RORY SCHULER

Johnston’s pizza artist just pinned Hulk Hogan, nail-
ing the legendary wrestler in bell peppers and grated 
Romano cheese.

“I loved Hulk Hogan when I was a kid,” said Eric 
Palmieri, of D. Palmieri’s Bakery in Johnston. “I had a 
Hulk Hogan Wrestling Buddy, Hulk Hogan lunch box, 
and when I was 6 I had a Hulk Hogan-themed birthday 
party.”

Palmieri heard Hogan would be in the Ocean State on 
a tour promoting his own Real American Beer.

“I reached out to the Real American Beer team about 
making the pizza art and they were very excited about 
it,” said the accomplished pizza portrait artist from his 
family’s Killingly Street bakery.

On Tuesday night, he met up with the professional 
wrestler at Moonshine Alley on Pine Street in Provi-
dence.

“I partnered with them and the staff at Moonshine 
Alley were amazing as well,” Palmieri said. “We all met 
backstage before Hulk made his appearance on stage 
and hung out for a bit and we talked about the pizza 
art.”

Palmieri recalled the momentous pivot Hogan made, 
switching his public persona from good guy to villain. 
Hogan also recently offered a full-throttled endorse-
ment of Donald J. Trump for president at the Republi-
can National Convention. 

Hulk Hogan the pizza
Beer-hawking pro-wrestling legend 

inspires latest Palmieri portrait
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HULK PIZZA: Eric Palmieri, of D. Palmieri’s Bakery in Johnston, presented the legendary professional wres-
tler Hulk Hogan with a pizza portrait. Hogan posed for photos and signed the pizza in barbecue sauce. 
(Photos courtesy Eric Palmieri)

By RORY SCHULER

The federal government plans to help buy more than 100 
properties in Johnston and Cranston, and demolish 134 struc-
tures in the Pocasset River’s expanding floodplain.

When it rains hard in Johnston and Cranston, the river of-
ten overflows its banks. Floodwaters spread from the tribu-
tary outward into business districts and residential areas.

The lobbying efforts of town and city officials in both mu-
nicipalities may be paying off. The state’s federal delegation 
recently announced the launch of the Pocasset River Flood 
Damage Reduction Project, and pledged nearly 50 million 
taxpayer dollars toward its implementation.

“Through Senator Reed and the rest of the Rhode Island 

delegation, the Pocasset River project can receive up to $48.5 
million in funding, beginning with $12 million already se-
cured by Senator Reed,” said Johnston Mayor Joseph Polise-
na Jr. “These projects include funding for some buyouts, in-
frastructure improvements and flood barriers. The project 
itself is being coordinated by the U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture Natural Resources Conservation Service.”

The delegation, which includes U.S. Sens. Jack Reed and 
Sheldon Whitehouse and Reps. Seth Magaziner and Gabe 
Amo, all Democrats, circulated a press release on Aug. 21, 
announcing the results “building on years of work to assist 
flood-prone residents in the Pocasset River Watershed.”

Flood of federal money
Feds announce 
$48.5M for 
flood prevention 
in Cranston & 
Johnston FLOOD - PAGE 4■

They’re 
back

Teachers, 
missed all summer, 

welcomed 
By BARBARA POLICHETTI

Special to the SunRise

Welcome back. Welcome 
back.

Johnston parents, school 
administrators and students made 
sure that message was loud and 
clear Tuesday as they greeted teach-
ers returning for the 2024-25 school 
year. The first day of classes was 
Wednesday, Aug. 28, but teachers 
were back on Tuesday for a day of 
professional development sessions.

SCHOOL - PAGE 8■

GREASE LIGHTNING: In keeping with theme from the musical, some administrators donned jackets from the "Pink Ladies" girl group 
central to the movie.  At right is Assistant Superintendent Edda Carmadello. (Johnston Sun Rise photo by Barbara Polichetti)
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By RICHARD J. DELFINO JR.
Special to the Sun Rise

T
he Johnston Senior Center Book Club is growing in popularity, and 
it is no wonder, since they have been entertained by some of the ar-
ea’s most well-read authors.

Such was the case recently, here at the Center, when Victoria At-
amian Waterman discussed her historical fiction novel, “Who She 

Left Behind.”
This week’s Johnston Senior Center “Spotlite” shines on the author.
Victoria claims to draw her inspiration “from the quirky multi-lingual im-

migrant home in which she was raised with her grandparents, survivors of the 
Armenian Genocide.”

Victoria explained to the members that “writing a book” was on her “bucket 
list,” and it took her three years to write.

This generational story of survival, love and motherhood from the Armenian 
Genocide to rebirth in a new land, is based on her own family's history.

In the comfortable and quaint setting of the Center reading room, the author 
shared her story with the members who truly enjoyed the opportunity and 
shared a perspective like none other. 

Many more authors are planned for the upcoming months. If you enjoy read-
ing and discussion, this is the membership you want to explore. Thank you 
again to Victoria and the club members for hosting this wonderful event.

Editor’s Note: Richard J. DelFino Jr. serves as Executive Director of the Johnston 
Senior Center, at 1291 Hartford Ave., Johnston. The Johnston Sun Rise regularly pub-
lishes a senior profile, called “Senior Spotlite,” submitted by the senior center.

Senior
‘Spotlite’

JSC writes a new story, 
one chapter at a time

CHAT WITH THE AUTHOR: Author Victoria Atamian Waterman visited the John-
ston Senior Center to discuss her historical fiction novel, “Who She Left Behind.” 
This week’s Johnston Senior Center “Spotlite” shines on the author. (Photo cour-
tesy Richard J. DelFino Jr.)

Say you saw it in the
Johnston SunRise
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Editor’s Note: The Johnston SunRise reached out to Johnston’s 
2024 Primary candidates with a brief questionnaire. This week, 
the SunRise features questionnaires from the three Democratic 

candidates for District 25 State Senate.

DEMOCRATIC PRIMARY CANDIDATES
FOR STATE SENATE D-25

“My community involvement, 
experience in government and my 

family’s long-standing dedication to 
public service gives me the advantage 
of promoting an effective legislative 

agenda on behalf of the people of 
Johnston. Today, more than ever, we 
need a candidate who possesses the 

commitment and the courage to lead.”

“I am running because I am deeply 
invested in Johnston, my hometown 

and its future. I grew up here and just 
bought my own home here.  I will 

always work tirelessly to help families, 
working people, seniors, small busi-

nesses, teachers and students, and first 
responders. I will always put Johnston 

first, and will not let you down.”

“I care deeply about Johnston, and 
the people that live and work here. 

My experience has given me the skills 
to effectively: Balance budgets and 

eliminate wasteful spending. Support 
working people. Advocate to lower 
costs for our seniors. Preserve our 

environment and parks. Create good 
paying jobs and great schools.”

OCCUPATION/
PROFESSION: 

EDUCATION: 

PARTY 
AFFILIATION:

HAVE YOU 
PREVIOUSLY 

HELD ELECTED 
OFFICE?

TELL US WHY 
YOU’RE 

RUNNING 
IN 50 WORDS 

OR LESS:

CANDIDATE: Richard J. Delfino III

Director of Community and  
Legislative Affairs, Tri-County 

Community Action Agency 
(Formerly employed as Director of 
Municipal Affairs and Legislative 

Coordinator in the 
Office of the Governor)

Graduate of Providence College

Democratic Democratic Democratic

Andrew Dimitri Pamela Leary

Attorney at Law Operations Manager/ 
State of RI DCYF

Johnston Town Council and Johnston 
Democratic Town Committee

La Salle graduate, 2010, URI graduate, 
2014, Roger Williams University 

School of Law graduate, 2017

Bryant University (PM), CCRI, 
Emergency Management; FEMA 

Certifications, OSHA certified

I have never held elected office, but 
have worked on campaigns and have 
always had an interest in serving my 

community.

No

AGE: 37 AGE: 32 AGE: 55
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Answer to this 
week’s Puzzle:
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CALL US 401-563-2318

WE ACCEPT:WE ACCEPT:

BARK MULCH & SCREENED LOAMBARK MULCH & SCREENED LOAM

FOR SALEFOR SALE
CONTRACTOR & HOMEOWNER PRICING!CONTRACTOR & HOMEOWNER PRICING!

23 Business Park Drive
Smithfield, RI 02917

MON-FRI: 7AM-3:30PM
SAT: 7AM-12PM

NEW ENGLAND WATER CONDITIONING

NOW HIRING
Full Time Service Technicians

for Water Filtration System & Well Pressure Tanks.
Must have good Driving Record. 

$20-$25/hour dependent on experience. Will train. 
Paid Holidays, Blue Cross & Dental. Ample overtime available. 

Company contributes to IRA. Paid Vacation a� er 1 year.

Contact Je�  401.392.0199 or
email resume to Je� @newenglandwater.com
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DO YOU NEED 
A NEW ROOF?
If So, I Bet The Last Thing You Want To Do RIGHT NOW 
Is Spend $15,000-$25,000 or More On A New Roof!

Call the Roof Assistance Hotline at 401-954-9012 to learn 
how you may qualify to replace your old roof  for $5,000-$6,000 

of your own personal funds, regardless of roof size.
This is not a loan or a grant so there is no application to fill out and no home appraisal 

required. Qualifying is strictly based on a free assessment of your current roof.

Who this program is for:
1. Homeowners with medium, large or 

extra-large roofs
2. This program is not based on financial 

hardship. In fact, many homeowners 
that we assist are considered somewhat 
affluent

3. Homeowners with a roof that is between 
10-35 years old are ideal

Who this program is NOT for:
1. Homeowners with smaller than average roofs
2. Homeowners that have replaced sections of 

their roof over the years, piece by piece
3. Homeowners with roofs that are less than 10 

years old
4. Homeowners that a have a roof in absolutely 

terrible condition that probably needed to be 
replaced many, many years ago

Call the Hotline at 

401-954-9012 
for your free roof assessment or go to 

www.roofassistancehotline.com

Reg#11374

Advertise today!
Call 732-3100

The U.S. Department of Agriculture 
Natural Resources Conservation Service 
(USDA NRCS) “has been authorized to 
implement the Pocasset River Flood Dam-
age Reduction Project,” according to a 
joint press release from all four legislators. 

The delegation said they “will work 
together to make additional federal fund-
ing available for the program in the years 
ahead to provide support for the Pocasset 
River Flood Damage Reduction Project 
and advance flood prevention infrastruc-
ture upgrades and initiatives in the hard-
est hit areas.”

“The Pocasset River routinely floods 
areas of Cranston and Johnston with flood 
damage becoming more frequent in re-
cent years,” acknowledged the delega-
tion. “Flood prevention and mitigation 
upgrades made possible by this federal 
funding will protect the safety of Rhode 
Islanders and help minimize damage to 
homes in Johnston and Cranston during 
significant rainfall events. Johnston and 
Cranston have teamed up to sponsor this 
project, which will be implemented by 
Rhode Island NRCS in partnership with 
the Rhode Island Association of Conser-
vation Districts (RIACD).”

Cranston city officials and Johnston 
town officials will eventually meet to plan 
how best to spend the flood money, ac-
cording to the Cranston mayor’s office.

“A majority of this project and funding 
will be implemented by Rhode Island 
NRCS in partnership with the Rhode Is-
land Association of Conservation Dis-
tricts (RIACD),” said Zack DeLuca, a 
spokesman for Cranston Mayor Kenneth 
Hopkins. “A meeting will be held be-
tween the cities of Cranston and Johnston, 
and the representatives of the NRCS to 
finalize an action plan between all par-
ties.”

Polisena has been warning residents for 
more than a year that house buyouts were 
coming. Some homes will be purchased 
and demolished for the creation of flood 
mitigation fixtures. In 2021, the NRCS 
visited Johnston’s Belfield Drive to show 
off a similar home buyout project. The 
project may have ultimately helped some, 
but it didn’t prevent residents of Belfield 
Drive from being cut off from the rest of 
civilization after heavy winter rainstorms 
in late 2023.

“One example of how this federal mon-
ey will be used is to assist with residential 
relocation,” DeLuca explained. “Approxi-
mately $275,000 is set aside for relocation 
assistance, and the mayor’s office and city 
have been in contact with individuals 
along the Pocassett who have inquired 
about potential property buyouts and re-
location opportunities following the im-
pact of last winter’s rainstorms.”

In Cranston and Johnston, thousands of 
residents watched the Pocassett creep into 
homes. 

“Our federal delegation continues to 
deliver for the residents of Rhode Island,” 
Polisena said. “I’ve seen firsthand how so 
many have been forced from their homes, 
lost priceless personal possessions and 
incurred thousands of dollars in damage, 
all due to flooding. With this federal fund-
ing, residents now have much needed re-
sources to help fight the severe and per-
vasive effects of climate change that im-
pact their daily lives.”

According to the federal delegation, “a 
2008 NRCS study of the Pocasset River 
Watershed produced recommendations 
for the plan moving forward today to 
help residents hardest hit by flooding 
with voluntary property buyouts.”

The federal delegation has effectively 
fought for Johnston and Cranston, ac-
cording to officials in both municipalities. 
Reed and Whitehouse both have influen-
tial roles in key committees.

“Rhode Islanders living in the Pocasset 
River Watershed deserve the peace of 
mind of knowing that their families and 
homes are safe,” said Sen. Reed. “I’ve 
been working on the federal level for 
more than two decades to channel re-
sources and support to residents in John-
ston and Cranston who have been nega-
tively impacted by flooding resulting 
from significant rainfall events.”

Reed serves as a senior member of the 
Senate Appropriations Committee.

“As climate change worsens, we know 

that flooding like what Rhode Island saw 
earlier this year will only continue to in-
tensify,” Reed said. “This federal funding 
will finally advance critical projects and 
programs to relocate flood-prone resi-
dents, restore natural floodplains that 
have been built over, and create new 
flood-related infrastructure to keep back 
rising waters.”

“Flooding has become a recurring 
nightmare for residents who live in the 
Pocasset River floodplain,” said Sen. 
Whitehouse. “The Pocasset River Flood 
Damage Reduction Project is off to a 
strong start, and I look forward to unlock-
ing more funds to make Rhode Island 
more resilient to flooding — all while 
keeping pressure on the fossil fuel inter-
ests behind this climate crisis.”

Whitehouse is a senior member of the 
Senate Environment and Public Works 
Committee.

“With our state experiencing an in-
crease in flooding events as a result of 
climate change, it’s critical that we’re do-
ing everything we can to help Rhode Is-
landers prepare for future storms,” said 
Rep. Seth Magaziner. “These federal 
funds will help prevent damage to homes 
and businesses and protect the infrastruc-
ture we all rely on.”

“Every community in Rhode Island 
deserves protection from the devastating 
effects of severe storms and floods,” said 
Rep. Gabe Amo. “I thank my colleagues 
for their dedicated work to secure federal 
resources that can help residents in flood-
prone areas along the Pocasset River re-
duce costs associated with this damage.”

 “We are grateful to receive this project 
funding and support from the USDA, 
NRCS and representatives of our federal 
delegation,” Cranston Mayor Ken Hop-
kins said. “Flooding along the Pocasset 
River has become a perennial issue with 
the increased frequency of extreme 
weather events. Investing in these strate-
gies to protect Cranston’s riverfront 
neighborhoods is crucial to preserve our 
residents’ quality of life.”

This project was authorized through the 
Watershed Protection and Flood Preven-
tion Act (P.L. 83-566) and will be used to 
restore the Pocasset River’s 100-year flood-
plain by offering homeowners in Johnston 
and Cranston neighborhoods voluntary 
property buy outs, allowing them to relo-
cate out of flood-prone areas. As additional 
funding becomes available, the Pocasset 
River floodplain in those areas could then 
be restored to provide flood attenuation, 
community open space, recreational bene-
fits and wildlife habitat. The project will be 
rolled out incrementally by NRCS and of-
ficials expect to begin outreach to eligible 
neighborhoods one at a time as funding 
becomes available.

“Floodplains can provide significant 
protection from flood damages to down-
stream landowners,” said Phou Vong-
khamdy, Rhode Island State Conservation-
ist for NRCS. “This project would signifi-
cantly limit future uses of land in this 
floodplain area to make it available to store 
flood water and provide open space and 
other community benefits.”

“RIACD looks forward to helping Po-
casset River watershed residents get relief 
from flooding problems that have plagued 
them for a number of years,” said Richard 
Went, RIACD president.

The USDA estimates the project will 
help “nearly 1,000 residents and reduce 
average annual flood damages in impact-
ed neighborhoods by around $3.1 mil-
lion.”

“As recently as this January, flooding 
from the Pocasset River displaced or cut 
off access to dozens of Rhode Islanders 
from their homes in Johnston and Crans-
ton and resulted in millions of dollars in 
damages to homes and properties,” ac-
cording to the Rhode Island federal dele-
gation press release.

They said the project, carried out by 
NRCS in coordination with Johnston and 
Cranston, will include the “acquisition of 
more than 100 properties located within 
the 100-year floodplain and demolition of 
134 structures located on the properties, 
resulting in a net restoration of 38.5 acres of 
floodplain.”

Funds will also be spent on the “dry 
floodproofing of 25 structures,” “construc-
tion of a bypass culvert along Simmons 
Brook,” and “removal of a debris dam at 
the confluence of Simmons Brook and the 
Pocasset River.”

■ Flood
(Continued from page 1)
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With the start of school this week, parents might be 
breathing a big sigh of relief that they no longer need to 
juggle schedules or make expensive payments to daycare 
facilities and summer camps to provide weekday care for 
their growing kin.

Kids, on the other hand, are undoubtedly already 
dreaming of next June and another summer of carefree 

fun away from day-
to-day school re-
sponsibilities, al-
though we certainly 
hope that most of 
them are looking 
forward to being 

around friends and challenging their growing minds with 
another year of academics.

And although a vacation from the significant financial 
burden of daycare is a legitimate reason to celebrate, we 
hope that parents don’t view the start to school as an ex-
cuse to wholly disengage from their child’s lives for the 
next 180 week days.

While parents injecting themselves into the lives and 
academic experiences of their children has made head-
lines quite often in the past four years for everything from 
mask mandates to what books they’re being exposed to, 
we hope that less inflammatory engagements between 
parents and their school-going children are happening 
throughout the 2024/25 school year.

Fostering a love of education and learning is not some-
thing that teachers and school administrators alone 
should be responsible for, and in fact, a large part of gen-
erating that enthusiasm has to come from home. Parents 
showing interest in, and providing emotional support to 
students going through school is vital to reinforce a posi-
tive experience and help get to the bottom of any issues 
they may be having that they aren’t comfortable discuss-
ing outright.

The ideal relationship between parents, kids, and their 
school district should be one of active engagement, com-
munication, and understanding.

Parents should engage their children to hear about 
what they’re learning, and any concerns they have. 
School districts should provide open and regular com-
munication about any interesting events that are occur-
ring that parents can be involved in, and always keep 
them in the loop about any issues happening in class-
rooms. And both parents and school professionals alike 
should foster an environment of mutual understanding 
with children everyone works as a team to get the best 
results out of each school day.

Too often in the past years, adults have taken an adver-
sarial approach to their kids’ education, interacting with 
the district only when they have grievances. It benefits 
kids to know that not only will their parent go to battle for 
them when things are bad, but also that they will share in 
their successes and show genuine enthusiasm for when 
things are going well.

• WHERE TO WRITE:
 1944 Warwick Avenue
 Warwick, RI 02889
 RoryS@RhodyBeat.com

Summer vacation
is over, but work
for parents isn’t

 To the Editor:

As elections are just around the 
corner fed up hardworking John-
ston taxpayers concerned with 
what the future holds for their chil-
dren and their children’s children 
need to realize a few realities.

To end ever increasing taxation 
candidates need to advocate priva-
tizing and regionalizing our mu-
nicipal services and or only pro-
vide wages and benefits that reflect 
90% of the non-union workforce. 
The reality here is because our 
various services are vital to our 
society it only stands to reason to 
provide them cost effectively 24/7 
so never to be burdened by them.

However, recent statements of 
candidates that have been repre-
senting our town for many years 
clearly know the financial hard-
ships government labor unions 
continue to create for our citizenry 
via endless unjust provisions, in-
cluding early retirements, contin-
ued paid healthcare and insane 
pensions.

Here are just a few examples of 
the endless excesses. Our town has 
approximately a total of 383 em-
ployees but we now have approxi-
mately 640 retirees presently cost-

ing $7.4 million annually for 
healthcare. Longevity Bounces av-
erage town employees $3,200 an-
nually, some over $9,000. Vacations 
at 20 years range from 5 to 8 weeks. 
The 15 Holidays include paid 
Birthdays. As for minimum staff-
ing for fire and police it’s in the 
hundreds of thousands annually. 
And lets not forget the 20 sick 
days, 3 personal days and Sever-
ance Packages in the $tens of thou-
sands etc., etc…

Realizing the tip of the iceberg of 
the above and present day insane 
contractual obligations, that never 
should have been and inflation at 
19% over these last 3 years the time 
has come to realize we cannot con-
tinue to go down this road, as these 
career politicians tell us they’re 
looking out for our best interests.  

Another reality is when civil ser-
vants of any department suggest 
who you should vote for those are 
the last people in the world you 
would ever want to vote in, re-
ferred to as protectionists of special 
interests.

Any candidate running for pub-
lic office that does not address the 
above, including the need for 
school vouchers, that would save 
additional $millions annually, in 

my opinion is either a fake or a 
coward. So the million dollar ques-
tion is where do we go from here? 
Approximately 80% of Rhode Is-
land politicians are Democrats and 
have controlled our state for de-
cades, especially our town. The re-
ality here is to give the other party 
a chance to prove their worth, as 
we would have absolutely nothing 
to lose and possibly everything to 
gain; as liberals would say, “Do it 
for the children”.     

Lastly, and this is a big major re-
ality, voter apathy is approximate-
ly 40% across the country; if that 
doesn’t want to make you cry I 
don’t know what will. To this day 
fellow Americans continue to give 
their lives and limbs to protect our 
freedoms; freedoms come with the 
responsibility of keeping up with 
the issues to the best of our ability 
and vote.

In closing, to the readers that 
consider themselves Patriotic and 
have a little backbone pass this 
commentary around and simply 
say. “Here’s a little food for 
thought”. May God continue to 
watch over our society?

Peter A. Filippi III 
A.K.A. Town Trouble Maker

Some notes from the ‘town trouble maker’

 To the Editor:

For those I have yet to meet, my 
name is Pam Leary, and I’m run-
ning in the primary on September 
10th for the privilege to serve as 
your next State Senator.

One aspect of Rhode Island’s 
electoral system that took me by 
surprise is how party endorse-
ments can influence the primary 
ballot. In our state, if a candidate 
secures their district or state com-
mittee’s endorsement, they get to 
be listed first on the ballot. Re-
search shows that being first is a 
significant advantage—many vot-
ers tend to choose one of the top 
names listed. This system, while 
beneficial to established candi-
dates, poses a challenge for new-
comers like myself.

I am not a career politician. My 
decision to run stems from my 
roles as a grandmother, mother, 

friend, and neighbor. I believe it’s 
time for a change from the status 
quo. Our community deserves a 
representative who is committed 
to building consensus and moving 
past divisive politics. I am confi-
dent that together we can achieve 
more and create meaningful prog-
ress.

While my name may appear 
lower on the ballot, I bring over 20 
years of experience working across 
state and federal agencies. Al-
though this might not be the typi-
cal resume for a candidate, it un-
derscores my ability to navigate 
complex issues and get things do-
ne. My candidacy is supported by 
17 trade and labor unions, two 
women’s rights organizations, and 
the Rhode Island and National As-
sociations for Social Workers. 
These endorsements are a testa-
ment to my commitment and capa-
bility.

I am anything but business as 
usual. Despite my name being fur-
ther down the list, I hope you will 
seek me out when you cast your 
vote.

I look forward to meeting as 
many of you as possible before the 
election. I’ll be out knocking on 
doors and engaging in conversa-
tions about what truly matters for 
our future and for Johnston. If I 
visit your home, I’d love to hear 
your thoughts and discuss how we 
can work together to build a better 
community.

Thank you for your time and 
consideration. I hope to earn your 
support and trust in this upcoming 
primary.

Sincerely,

Pam Leary
Candidate - State Senate

District 25/Johnston

Why I’m Running for State Senate

To the Editor,

In my years as Director of Public Works for the 
Town of Johnston, we prioritized improvements to 
our infrastructure. As a member of the Johnston Town 
Council, Richard DelFino III worked closely with my-
self and other town leaders to identify and support 
the repair and repaving of dozens of roads throughout 
the town. Recently though, few people know that as 
Director of Municipal Affairs for the Governor, Rich-
ard DelFino III was an architect of a $20 million initia-
tive in the Governor’s FY24 Budget. The initiative 
called the Municipal Road and Bridge Fund (MRF) is 
used for the repair of local roads, bridges, and side-
walks. This, amongst many other reasons, is why I am 
supporting Richard DelFino’s campaign for State Sen-
ate District 25. 

Through Richard’s work, Johnston received $1.8 
million for that initiative. This was leveraged into $3 

million with the Town’s $1.2 million match. In John-
ston, that $3 million goes a long way. 

This program was so successful that it is being im-
plemented again and Johnston has already applied for 
its share of the $7 million appropriated in the Gover-
nor’s FY25 Budget. Richard DelFino has continually 
supported enhanced quality of life for Johnston resi-
dents– imagine how much more he can do once 
elected to the State Legislature.

Richard knows Johnston. He was born and raised 
here. His children are growing up here. Richard cares 
about the future of our Town. Join me in voting for 
Richard DelFino III on September 10th. If you cannot 
wait until then, early voting starts on Aug. 21. See you 
at the polls.

Arnold Vecchione
Johnston’s former DPW Director 

DelFino brings over $3M to the town of Johnston

Say you saw it in the Johnston Sun Rise
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TOWN   OF   JOHNSTON
STATE OF RHODE ISLAND 

Providence, SC.

BY:  Vincent P. Baccari, Jr., Town Clerk, of the Town of Johnston, Rhode Island

SEPTEMBER 10, 2024 PRIMARY ELECTION 
scheduled for Tuesday, September 10, 2024.  

This Greeting serves to notify and warn the Electors and Qualified Voters of the 
Town of Johnston to meet in ELECTIVE MEETINGS at their respective voting 
places, to wit, for the following purpose:  

SEPTEMBER 10, 2024 PRIMARY ELECTION
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 10, 2024

7:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.

 WHERE THE POLLS WILL OPEN AT 7:00 A.M. AND CLOSE AT 8:00 
P.M. ON TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 10, 2024.

 NOW THEREFORE, in accordance with the provisions of said Section, the 
electors qualified to vote in said Primary Election in the Town of Johnston, are 
hereby warned and notified to assemble on said date and record their vote for:

A REPRESENTATIVE TO REPRESENT THE SECOND CONGRESSIONAL 
DISTRICT IN THE STATE OF R. I. IN THE 119TH CONGRESS OF THE 
UNITED STATES.

A SENATOR TO REPRESENT THE STATE OF RHODE ISLAND IN THE 
119TH CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES.

A SENATOR FROM THE 25TH  SENATORIAL DISTRICT AND A SENATOR 
FROM THE 7TH  SENATORIAL DISTRICT AND A  REPRESENTATIVE 
FROM THE 13TH, 42nd, 43rd, AND 44TH  REPRESENTATIVE DISTRICTS 
TO REPRESENT THIS TOWN IN THE NEXT GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF 
SAID STATE.

AND FOR THE TRANSACTION OF SUCH OTHER BUSINESS AS MAY 
LEGALLY COME BEFORE SUCH DISTRICT MEETING.

TOWN OF JOHNSTON VOTING LOCATIONS

The Board of Canvassers of the Town of Johnston will use the following Polling 
Locations for Town Precincts 1601-1612:  

PRECINCT 1601 WINSOR HILL ELEMENTARY SCHOOL GYMNASIUM, 100 THERESA ST.

PRECINCT 1602 SIMMONS VILLAGE COMMUNITY HALL, 339 SIMMONSVILLE AVE.

PRECINCT 1603 RAINONE GYMNASIUM, 45 MILL ST.

PRECINCT 1604 N. A. FERRI MIDDLE SCHOOL GYMNASIUM, 10 MEMORIAL AVE.

PRECINCT 1605 IUOE LOCAL 57, 857 CENTRAL AVE.

PRECINCT 1606 N. A. FERRI MIDDLE SCHOOL CAFETERIA, 10 MEMORIAL AVE.

PRECINCT 1607 AIME J. FORAND COMMUNITY HALL, 8 FORAND CIRCLE

PRECINCT 1608 N. A. FERRI MIDDLE SCHOOL CAFETERIA, 10 MEMORIAL AVE.

PRECINCT 1609 GRANITEVILLE SCHOOL CAFETERIA, 6 COLLINS AVE.

PRECINCT 1610 SARAH DYER BARNES SCHOOL CAFETERIA, 24 BARNES AVE.

PRECINCT 1611 JOHNSTON SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL CAFETERIA, 345 CHERRY HILL RD.

PRECINCT 1612 BROWN AVE. SCHOOL CAFETERIA, 14 BROWN AVE.

The polls will open at 7:00 a.m. and close at 8:00 p.m.   

Given under my hand and the seal of said Town of Johnston, this 29th day of 
August, A.D., 2024.
       

……………………………………………
Vincent P. Baccari, Jr., Town Clerk

Providence, Sc.     Johnston, R.I., August 29, 2024
Johnston Town Warrant            
Primary Election 
Tuesday, September 10, 2024 

TO THE ELECTORS AND QUALIFIED VOTERS
OF THE TOWN OF JOHNSTON:

       By virtue of the foregoing Warrant to me directed, you are hereby notified to 
meet in Elective Meetings at the time and at the places therein named, and for the 
purposes therein set forth.

“As I got older and Hulk turned heel 
with the NWO, his ability to entertain 
and make me laugh was extraordinary,” 
Palmieri said. “I always appreciate peo-
ple that entertain me and especially 
make me laugh. He went back and forth 
between heel and babyface a few times 
— literally broke his body to entertain 
us. I think he’s had two hip replace-
ments, two knee replacements, and has 
steel rods in his back and neck. Gotta 

respect that.”
Palmieri doesn’t discriminate with his 

pizza art. He’s crafted pizza portraits of 
everyone from Tony Soprano to Lizzie 
Borden.

He said he used red and yellow bell 
peppers, chicken, olives, grated Roma-
no cheese, black pepper powder, onion 
powder and mozzarella to create “Hulk 
Hogan the pizza.” The wrestler signed 
Palmieri’s work of art in barbecue sauce.  

“Hulk was very generous with his 
time, humble, and gracious,” Palmieri 
said Wednesday. “He also tried our 
pizza strips and loved them!  He’s a real 
Rhode Islander now.”

■ Hulk
(Continued from page 1)

Johnston Police log
DUI

Around 9:13 p.m., Aug. 8, Johnston 
Police responded to the area of George 
Waterman Road in front of Our Lady of 
Grace Church for a motor vehicle crash.

The driver of an orange Dodge Chal-
lenger told police that he was in the 
breakdown lane in front of the church 
attempting to exit his vehicle when a 
gold Chevy Malibu left Lafayette Street 
westbound and turned right on George 
Waterman Road.

The vehicle allegedly traveled north 
into the southbound lane briefly, then 
crossed over into the breakdown lane, 
striking the driver’s side rear of the 
Challenger.

“The impact caused the Chevy to spin 
and come to rest facing southbound in 
the center of the road,” according to the 
arrest report. Johnston Fire Department 
rescue personnel transported the witness 
to Rhode Island Hospital for a head in-
jury.

Police identified the driver of the Mal-
ibu as Ronald E. Cotoia, 58, of 136 George 
Waterman Road, Johnston.

Police said they smelled alcohol. Ac-
cording to police, Cotoia refused to con-
sent to taking a series of standardized 
field sobriety tests. They read him his 
rights and took him into custody.

Another witness told police that Cotoia 
exited his vehicle after impact and 
walked over the front of the church, 
where he hid “a nip bottle and a bag 
with a white powdery substance in the 
bush.”

Police say they found one unopened 
nip bottle in the bush.

Cotoia was charged with DUI/Drugs/
Alcohol (BAC unknown), and cited for 
Refusal to Submit to Chemical Test, 
Laned Roadway Violation, and Leaving 
Lane of Travel. 

RECKLESS DRIVING
Around 1 a.m., Aug. 14, Johnston Po-

lice Patrolman Nicholas Defelice was 
driving east on Greenville Avenue when 
he spotted a silver Audi pass his location 
at a high rate of speed.

“I then turned my patrol vehicle 
around and drove towards George Wa-
terman Road,” Defelice wrote in the ar-
rest report. “It should be noted that by 
the time I got to the end of Greenville the 
vehicle was out of my sight.”

Police saw that the vehicle had taken a 
left onto George Waterman and Defelice 
was able to close the distance and initiate 
a traffic stop.

“It should be noted that said vehicle 
then proceeded to overtake traffic left of 
center, forcing a truck and a sedan to 
veer to the right of the roadway,” Defe-
lice wrote. “I notified Dispatch that the 
vehicle was refusing to stop and at about 
that time I estimated the suspect to be 
going 75 miles per hour in a posted 35 
miles per hour zone.”

The vehicle took a left onto Derby 
Avnue and came to a final stop at 26 
Derby Ave. where the suspect resides, 
according to police. They identified the 
driver as Nicolas Souza, 19, of 26 Derby 
Ave., Johnston.

Defelice ran up to the open driver’s 
side door and identified Souza as the 
driver.

“I then took Mr. Souza out of the ve-
hicle and placed him in hand restraints 
which were double locked,” he wrote in 
the report.

Souza was arrested and charged with 
Reckless Driving, a misdemeanor. He 

was also issued citations for Speeding, 
Overtaking on Left and Intervals Be-
tween Vehicles (following too close).

ANIMAL CRUELTY
Around 12:19 p.m., Aug. 26, Warwick 

Police responded to 222 Sand Pond 
Road, Warwick, for the report of an ema-
ciated dog with no food or water in the 
yard of the residence.

Warwick Animal Control Officers re-
sponded and located one severely emaci-
ated dog with open sores in the back 
yard of the residence. Officers also ob-
served and could hear additional dogs 
inside the residence and detected a 
strong odor of feces, urine and decay 
emanating from the inside, according to 
Warwick Police.

“Based on the circumstance, Warwick 
Police Detectives obtained a search war-
rant for the property at 222 Sand Pond 
Road,” Warwick Police said in a press 
release.

Following an investigation, four mal-
nourished and emaciated dogs were 
seized from the residence and transport-
ed to the Warwick Animal Shelter for 
treatment. Additionally, three deceased 
dogs were also located at the residence, 
according to police.

At this time, based on the investiga-
tion, one resident was arrested at the 
scene and charged with multiple animal 
cruelty related offenses. Police identified 
the defendant as Michael J. Diaz, 22, of 
222 Sand Pond Road, Warwick. He was 
arrested charged with the following: 
three felony counts of Unnecessary Cru-
elty to Animals, Death Resulting, and 
four misdemeanor counts of Unneces-
sary Cruelty to Animals, Failing to Pro-
vide Adequate Living Conditions, Food 
and Water.

Warwick Police said the investigation 
remains ongoing. Anyone with informa-
tion is asked to contact Sgt. Nate Chea of 
the Warwick Police Detective Division, 
at 401-468-4261 or the Warwick Police 
Tip Line, 401-468-4233.

HOME INVASION, 
VEHICLE THEFT

Two Rhode Island men — from Crans-
ton and Pawtucket — are now in custody 
following a Ferrari theft and car chase 
spanning the entire East Coast, from the 
Ocean State to Florida.

Around 3:20 a.m., Aug. 24, Cranston 
Police Patrol Officers were dispatched to 
66 Crest Drive for a report of a home in-
vasion, according to a department press 
release.

“The residents reported that two 
masked males armed with handguns 
made entry through an unlocked door,” 
according to Cranston Police. “The sus-
pects demanded the keys to a 2018 Fer-
rari Spider convertible parked in the ga-
rage and a Chevy Corvette. It was clear 
that the suspects had intimate knowl-
edge about the residence and the vehi-
cles they were seeking. The keys were 
turned over, and the suspects left in the 
Ferrari.”

According to police, “the Chevy Cor-
vette was located undisturbed nearby, 
where the owner had parked it. It was 
clear from the onset that this was not a 
random act, as the suspects targeted the 
victims and specific vehicles.”

A Cranston Police Flock camera locat-
ed the stolen Ferrari in Cranston the day 
after the incident, according to a Crans-
ton Police press release.

POLICE - PAGE 10■
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Finding hope in a needle-stack

Rat whiskers, buckets of filth and 
heaps of hypodermics; visiting 
Cranston’s now-illicit encampments

THE CAMPS OF CRANSTON, PART 1

UNDER THE BRIDGE: Robert Acevedo and Lindsay Godfrey live 
under a bridge in Cranston. They’ve been working with Cranston 
Police to find a new home. On Friday, they met with Capt. Justin 
Dutra and SVU Detective Mike Iacone. Dutra’s trying to help them 
cash in a pair of state housing vouchers. Used needles, like the one 
below, litter the site. (Cranston Herald photos by Rory Schuler)

Editor’s Note: This is the first installment of an ongoing series examining the condi-
tions and response to encampments in the city of Cranston. Watch for future install-
ments in upcoming editions of the Cranston Herald.

KEEP ON KNOCKING: Cranston Police Capt. Justin Dutra moves a 
shopping cart and sign from the entrance to a makeshift home in a 
tunnel underneath Cranston Street behind CPD Headquarters.

By RORY SCHULER

A rat woke Robert Acevedo from a deep sleep 
last week.

“I felt its whiskers on my face,” he said from 
the mouth of the tunnel where he lives, under 
Cranston Street, along an undeveloped section 
of the Washington Secondary Bike Path.

Acevedo pointed to a hole in the rock wall 
where the big rats poke their heads out all day 
long. 

Acevedo, 39, says he was born in Brooklyn, 
New York, but relocated to Providence.

He has a criminal record, mental health issues 
and a drug habit. But he also has a regular Social 
Security check, a housing voucher and a steady 
girlfriend — Lindsay Godfrey, formerly of John-
ston. She also has a housing voucher.

They say they’re waiting and hoping for a 
safer place to live.

“I’m a good scrapper,” Acevedo said, his feet 
dancing the pugilist’s shuffle. “I used to be a 
boxer.”

The Visits
In the meantime, Cranston Police have been 

making regular visits. 
Cranston Police Capt. Justin Dutra and Spe-

cial Victims Unit Detective Mike Iacone visited 
the tunnel Friday morning. Dutra shouted into 
the tunnel. 

Godfrey waved and walked into the light, to-
ward the officers.

“Thank God, I’m getting all my ducks in a 
row,” she told Dutra.

She met the police at the entrance to the tun-
nel. 

“House of Hope just came here, at 7 o’clock 
this morning,” Godfrey told Dutra. “They said 

that they’re going to try to do their best too, to 
help us.”

“That’s good, we can get it from all different 
angles,” Dutra replied.

A voice sounded out from behind, down the 
trash-carpeted path toward the end of the devel-
oped section of the bikeway, behind a busy 
Dunkin’ Donuts. 

The outline of a dark silhouette appeared — 
into focus from the foliage.

“Hey bud,” Dutra shouted to Acevedo, who 
was approaching from the opposite direction, 
behind the officers. He closed the distance and 
greeted both Dutra and Iacone with a fist bump.

Over time, Dutra has learned the couples’ 
stories and now he’s trying to help them find a 
real home — indoors, in a building lawfully 
permitted for habitation.

“Again, I’m not going to run you [through a 
criminal background check] or anything like 
that,” Dutra told the couple. “That’s not my mis-
sion. I’m not even saying that you are wanted or 
anything. That’s not my concern. That’s not my 
job here today.”

Acevedo and Godfrey provided their birth-
dates, full names and a shared contact number 
with the officers for their records. They both 
consented to brief interviews and photographs 
for the Cranston Herald.

“They’ve got their issues,” Dutra said later. 
“But they’re trying.”

The Tunnel & Path
This stretch of littered pathway and tunnel, 

while within the city of Cranston, belongs to the 
state, according to Cranston Mayor Kenneth 
Hopkins’s office. Spokesman Zack DeLuca said 
“the area of the encampments is located on state 

CAMPS - PAGE 10■
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Quality Fuel at a Low Price!
Since 2007

Aurora Fuel Heating
& Air conditioning

401-823-5996
www.aurorafuelri.com Lic#31

Heating/AC  Repair • Service • Cleanings
AC, Furnace, Boiler and Oil Tank Installation & Replacement
Automatic Delivery Available • Heating Assistance Vendor

call for lowest price!

1. Property taxes, homeowners’ insurance, and home maintenance required. The home must be your primary residence. 
2. Consult a fi nancial advisor and appropriate government agencies for any e� ect on taxes or government benefi ts.
Branch O�  ce: 1 International Blvd, Suite 900 Mahwah, NJ 07495. NMLS #957935. Licensed by Rhode Island Third Party 
Loan Servicer License 20193879LS, Rhode Island Lender License 20153084LL, MA Debt Collector License DC957935, 
Mortgage Lender License, with reverse mortgage authority ML 957935.

Rewriting the 
Rules of
Retirement
Retirement comes with more time for 
the things you love. A reverse mortgage
can help you fund them.

Pay o�  your existing mortgage to 
eliminate monthly payments 1

Get additional income tax-free cash 
to use for what matters most 2

Continue to own your home just like a
traditional mortgage

NMLS #595725

Contact Carol Miller, your local
Reverse Mortgage Specialist.

(401) 406-1247  (Cell)
carol.miller@longbridge-fi nancial.com

Thanks to the efforts of 
the school community, it 
was also a day of treats, 
surprises and lots of 
smiles.

With music from the 
movie “Grease” blaring 
from outdoor speakers, 
teachers were greeted 
with parents and students 
waving signs, wellness ac-
tivities, a raffle (for ice 
cream sundae kits), snacks 
and more. Although the 
teachers were from all 
grades, they were at John-
ston Senior High School 
for the professional devel-
opment day and high 
school Principal Matthew 
Velino said that every-
thing was planned to 
make sure they know how 
important they are to stu-
dents and the community.

“We have about 400 
teachers,” he said, “and 
want each of them to 
know that they are appre-
ciated. They are special to 
us.”

The same sentiment 
was echoed by members 
of the district’s Parent 
Teacher Student Organi-
zation, who were outside 
the high school at 7:30 
a.m. with their signs.

They said that a lot of 
planning goes into the 
event, and it was evident 
in all the details that went 
into carrying out this 
year’s “Grease” theme.

There were a lot of 
leather jackets, retro sun-
glasses, ponytails for the 
women and carefully 
slicked back hair for some 
of the braver men.

Assistant School Super-
intendent Edda Carmad-
ello and some other ad-
ministrators even sported 
silky “Pink Ladies” jack-
ets — the signature ward-
robe essential for the girls’ 
group in the movie.

“This is just great,” said 
math teacher Anna Her-
bert, smiling at the festi-
val welcome. “It’s a won-
derful way to come back 
to school.”

Editor’s Note: Barbara Pol-
ichetti is a Cranston resi-
dent, freelance writer and 
frequent contributor to the 
Cranston Herald and John-
ston SunRise. 

■ School
(Continued from page 1)

COOKIE ANYONE? Vincent Verardo, assistant principal at Winsor Hill Elementary 
School, brings in a plate of cookies while rocking his look from the movie “Grease.” 
(Johnston Sun Rise photos by Barbara Polichetti)

COTTON-EYE JOE ACCIARDO: Above, wellness activities for the professional 
development day included line dancing and self defense. Here, physical education 
teachers find out what it's like to be in class, not in front. From left to right:  Joe 
Acciardo, Brian Iafrate and Jason Corsini.

WE 
APPRECIATE 
YOU: 
Members of 
the high 
school's 
National Honor 
Society said 
they got up 
early to make 
sure teachers 
know they 
appreciate the 
work they do... 
See Page 9 
for more 
photos.
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September 6, 7 & 8

Church of the Annunciation
175 Oaklawn Ave. • Cranston, RI

(401) 942-4188         www.annunciationri.org

Friday 5-10pm • Saturday 12-10pm • Sunday 12-8pm

FREE 
PARKING
Shuttle Buses at 

Cranston H.S. West

Odyssey dAnCe TROupe peRfORmAnCes
friday 7pm • saturday & sunday 4 & 7pm

Greek Food
Live Greek Music

& Dancing
Lots of Family Fun!

Rain or
Shine -

Under the
Tents

Free
Admission

CRANSTON                         2024 

Greek Festival

Place Your ad todaY!
to advertise in your hometown newspaper, call

732-3100

HIGH NOTE: Johnston state Rep. Deborah Fellela (right) says it's important to make sure teachers start the year 
on a high note and know they are valued by their community. (Johnston Sun Rise photos by Barbara Polichetti)

GUITAR HERO: Dr. John Mendelson, an assistant 
principal at the high school, holds one of the fun props 
that added to the festive atmosphere.

MORE SNACKS: Matthew Tsonos, principal of Nicho-
las A. Ferri Middle School, arrives on the teachers’ first 
day with provisions.

SIGNS OF 
THE TIMES: 
The signs say 

it all. 
Members of 

the Johnston 
Parent 

Teacher 
Student 

Organization 
make sure 

teachers 
know they 

were missed.
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Cranston Police officers respond-
ed to the area but were unable to 
find the vehicle, police said.

“Members of the Cranston Police 
Department Detective Division 
identified two suspects, one of 
whom had an indirect connection to 
one of the residents,” according to 
police. “This suspect had previously 
been inside the Crest Drive residence 
and knew where the keys to both 
vehicles were stored. A bulletin 
about the stolen Ferrari was shared 
with surrounding police depart-
ments. Last evening, a Rhode Island 
State Trooper saw the vehicle and 
attempted to stop it.”

Police said the Ferrari’s driver led 
multiple state troopers and local of-
ficers on a high-speed pursuit, 
through Rhode Island and Connecti-
cut, but “eventually lost sight of the 
vehicle.”

“Later that night, New York State 
Troopers pursued the car, but the 

suspects again evaded capture,” ac-
cording to Cranston Police.

On Monday night, Cranston Po-
lice Detectives obtained arrest war-
rants for Jonathan Costa, 20, of 77 
Stony Acre Drive, Cranston, and Lo-
gan Slezak, 18, of 77 Lee St., Paw-
tucket, for Breaking and Entering 
with Felony Intent, Using a Firearm 
While Committing a Crime of Vio-
lence, and Conspiracy.

Cranston Police Detectives part-
nered with the Rhode Island State 
Police Violent Fugitive Task Force 
and U.S. Marshalls to apprehend 
both suspects, according to Cranston 
Police.

“A short time ago, Sheriffs from 
the Flagler County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment observed the stolen Ferrari af-
ter receiving an alert from a license 
plate reader and attempted to pull it 
over,” according to a CPD press re-
lease. “The driver refused to stop 
and took off at a high rate of speed. 
A helicopter air unit was utilized to 
track the stolen vehicle. The suspects 
were initially able to evade capture, 
but they were later tracked to a local 
residence, where the Ferrari was re-

covered unoccupied and hidden un-
der a tarp. Sheriffs surrounded the 
residence and were able to take Jona-
than Costa into custody immediate-
ly. Sheriffs have established a perim-
eter around the residence and are in 
the process of obtaining a search 
warrant in an attempt to apprehend 
the second suspect Logan Slezak.”

Cranston Police Maj. Todd Patala-
no announced Slezak’s apprehen-
sion Tuesday evening around 5 p.m.

“We are in constant contact with 
all participating agencies from other 
states and hope to have the second 
suspect apprehended shortly to put 
an end to this case,” Patalano said. 
“This was a difficult case in order to 
apprehend the suspects because of 
their reckless disregard and danger-
ous high speeds over 130mph to 
evade capture, putting all law en-
forcement and the innocent motor-
ing public at risk, along with being 
armed and dangerous. The Cranston 
Police also thanks the residents and 
neighbors for their cooperation and 
patience in assisting us to bring this 
to a quick conclusion.”

■ Police
(Continued from page 6)

property. It is not located on city property, nor is it the 
responsibility of the city. Mayor Hopkins has addressed 
this with the state, and they are aware of the matter.”

From the entrance to the tunnel, you can see the top of 
the chain-link fence around the police impound lot.

In 2022, U.S. Sen. Jack Reed’s office issued a press re-
lease announcing $3.2 million in federal funding to finish 
the path, which ends abruptly about 50 feet from God-
frey and Acevedo’s camp.

 “To our knowledge, the money is being spent for 
renovation of the entire bike path,” DeLuca said. “For 
more details on the project and grant sending, we would 
refer you to RIDOT (the Rhode Island Department of 
Transportation).”

“The new $3.2 million in federal funding will allow 
RIDOT to accelerate the design and construction of the 
final 1-mile stretch of trail needed to connect Providence 
to the existing bike path in Cranston,” Reed’s office an-
nounced two years ago.

Earlier this week, RIDOT Chief of Public Affairs 
Charles St. Martin said that “the funds … from Senator 
Reed will be used in a project set to begin in 2025 … The 
project will be led by the City of Providence, as part of a 
sub-recipient agreement with RIDOT.”

According to Reed’s office, the Washington Secondary 
Bike Path is a “rail trail” stretching 19 miles from Crans-
ton to western Coventry.

“The new $3.2 million in federal funding will allow 
RIDOT to accelerate the design and construction of the 
final 1-mile stretch of trail needed to connect Providence 
to the existing bike path in Cranston,” Reed’s office an-
nounced in September 2022. “This project will help fill a 
‘missing link’ between the city and the Cranston portion 
of the existing path, allowing cyclists and pedestrians to 
travel safely from Providence to western Coventry.  De-
sign engineering is underway to determine permitting 
needs …”

When the work eventually does start, construction 
crews may find the humble semi-temporary home of 
Godfrey and Acevedo.

“Where there is a homeless encampment, RIDOT’s 
policy is to have R.I. Housing and local municipalities 
work with the occupants to find suitable solutions for 
them,” St. Martin explained via email Tuesday morning. 
“Once RIDOT has been notified that the site has been 
vacated by the occupants, and their personal possessions 
have been removed from the site, RIDOT will then send 
in its maintenance crews and its hazardous materials 
clean up contractor to clean up any hazardous materials 
and regular trash. Our role is just to clear out the site af-
ter we have received assurances that the persons in ques-
tion have been removed from the site and their personal 
belongings have been removed.”

‘No One Home’
Construction rages above the tunnel, which is located 

between the blooming Trolley Barn Plaza and the Smoke 
Shop Hookah House. A new car wash is under construc-
tion, and debris fell from the site onto the path below as 
Dutra spoke to Godfrey and Acevedo.

The pair, Godfrey and Acevedo, their tents and as-
sembled accommodations (like propane tanks and jugs 
of Sunny D) are plugging up the tiny tunnel, located al-
most directly behind Cranston Police Headquarters and 
close to the Achievement First Charter School next door.

The ground is covered with trash and used hypoder-
mic needles. There’s a bucket — the bathroom.

The tunnel has become their home. They’ve been there 
for quite some time — at least a year. They get a lot of 
unwelcome visitors, but they say they trust Capt. Dutra.

Godfrey and Acevedo are unhoused, or unsheltered, 
in the technical sense. But they have tents pitched inside 
the tunnel. They’ve blocked the passage with debris and 

a shopping cart in which they erected a hand-scrawled 
sign — “No one home!! Do not enter!!”

A guy they know, but “not really a friend,” moaned 
low from a second tent. He was sleeping off a hangover 
and refused to leave the tent to speak with officers. They 
briefly chatted through the dome tent’s entrance and the 
police focused on the pair who said they wanted their 
help.

“Yesterday I obtained the phone number for the new 
interim housing secretary for the state of Rhode Island, 
who works for the governor, and I’m going to call him 
directly and see what he can do for the both of yous,” 
Dutra told them.

Godfrey and Dutra discussed her “rapid re-housing 
voucher.” The police captain promised he’d make the 
call and do what he can.

“But I’m just a cop,” he told her.
Acevedo has a different kind of voucher — a perma-

nent supportive housing voucher. 

Back at City Hall
On Monday night, Cranston City Council briefly dis-

cussed the issue of encampments on city property, the 
mayor’s proposed camping ban ordinance, its tabling by 
the Ordinance Committee, and ultimately Hopkins’s 
Executive Order (bypassing the council). 

City Councilwoman Nicole Renzulli also visited the 
camp behind police headquarters with Dutra earlier last 
week. She met Godfrey and Acevedo and opened their 
eyes to some of the resources available.

In return, they opened Renzulli’s eyes to the condi-
tions people are living in the approximately one dozen 
encampments around the city (Dutra estimates the city 
has at least 12 populated camps within city limits; 
though many are on private and state property, rather 
than city property).

“When I requested that the issue of homeless encamp-
ments be added to our council agenda … it was after 
spending many hours alongside our police officers, per-
sonally visiting these encampments,” Renzulli explained. 
“At that moment, I wasn’t aware an executive order was 
forthcoming, and I was deeply concerned that we were 
delaying the urgent attention this situation demands, 
especially after witnessing it firsthand.”

Hopkins enlisted Cranston Police Chief Col. Michael J. 
Winquist to make the case before the council to enact an 
ordinance banning encampments on city property, per-
mitting the city to disband the camps and fine violators 
living on the premises. City Council objected to the ordi-
nance along party lines (the council’s six Democrats ob-
jected to the ordinance while the three Republicans 
voiced support). 

Dutra spoke at the City Council Ordinance Committee 
and invited city officials and members of the public to 
contact him for an escorted visit of the sites. All three 
Republican members requested tours early last week; 
followed by Democratic members Robert Ferri (who’s 
also running for mayor) and Kristen E. Haroian.

The Ordinance Committee voted to continue discus-
sions on the proposed ordinance for the next three 
months — into the winter months. Hopkins said the 
need was immediate so he issued an Executive Order 
granting Cranston Police “immediate authority to enter 
onto any City owned property for the purpose of in-
specting any such housing or encampment, and shall 
have the authority to coordinate with the City of Crans-
ton Department of Public Works to remove any such 
encampment or housing, however not before contacting 
and cooperating with any social services necessary in an 
effort to relocate and provide temporary housing for any 
violator of this executive order.”

“If any individual refuses to cooperate with any of-
fered services, their encampment or housing shall be re-
moved by the DPW forthwith and they shall be issued a 
no trespass warning not to return to the immediate 
property,” the Aug. 21 order concludes. 

■ Camps
(Continued from page 7)

CAMPS - PAGE 20■
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Filling the need, and
a bunch of cavities

RIDA & CCAP sponsor
Pediatric Dental Day

RhodyLife

GETTING READY FOR THE FIRST DAY: The CCAP staff was abuzz at 1090 Cranston 
St. all day Thursday as young patients flooded the exam rooms. One young patient’s mother 
anxiously awaits the end of her daughter’s appointment.

�  DENTAL - PAGE 18

By RORY SCHULER

T
he Ocean State has far more tiny teeth than the requisite den-
tal providers needed to keep them clean and healthy.

By mid-morning, the ladies stationed outside the Cranston 
Street Community Action Program & Health Services (CCAP) 
building had given out more than 100 toothbrushes, tubes of 
toothpaste and small multi-colored molar-shaped stress 

balls.
The CCAP staff was abuzz at 1090 Cranston St. all day Thursday as 

young patients flooded the exam rooms during the organization’s debut 
Pediatric Dental Day, scheduled to precede the first day of school (in 
Cranston this Thursday and Friday).

The same event rolled out at CCAP locations in Warwick and Coventry.
“We were excited to have had a dedicated Dental Clinic Day focused 

on pediatric care,” said CCAP’s Tara Pratt, Director of Dental and Mobile 
Health programs. “Recognizing the high demand for children’s dental 
services in our community, we are committed to ensuring that every 
child has access to essential oral healthcare. CCAP has been operating the 
West Bay Smiles and RMCM, Molar Express Dental programs in our 
school system since 2006, to help bridge the gap and meet this critical 
need.”

CCAP had some help pulling together last Thursday’s event. 
The Rhode Island Dental Association stepped up to help fund the event 

and recruit other sponsors. RIDA Executive Director Aaron Guckian in-
troduced participants as they bounced from room to room via the con-
gested CCAP hallways.

“We are committed to working hard because every child deserves a 
happy and healthy smile,” said CCAP’s Chief Dental Officer Daksh 
Bhatt. “Our dedicated team is focused on providing the highest quality 
care and support to meet the dental needs of all children in our commu-
nity.”

A pair of staffers met in the hallway with laughs and hugs. Dot Benton, 
a CCAP medical referral tracker, was dressed as a giant tube of tooth-
paste. Tenin Traore, a CCAP dental assistant, was dressed as a giant 
toothbrush. They were a matching pair. They posed for a photo holding 
a giant pair of sparkling choppers.

“We are so appreciative of the support from our community partners, 
UHP, RIte Smiles for connecting kids in need of care and RIDA Executive 
Officer Aaron Guckian for bringing awareness to such an important 
cause,” Pratt said. “Together we are making a meaningful impact to im-
prove the lives of those who need it most.”

Guckian said the Rhode Island Department of Health, Colgate and 
UnitedHealthcare joined RIDA in making the CCAP Pediatric Dental Day 
a success. 

“Oral health and attendance are directly correlated,” Guckian ex-
plained. “We want to thank Gov. [Daniel] McKee, [RI Department of 

LARGER THAN LIFE: Dot Benton, a CCAP medical referral tracker, was dressed as a 
giant tube of toothpaste. Tenin Traore, a CCAP dental assistant, was dressed as a giant 
toothbrush. They were a matching pair and posed for a photo holding a giant pair of spar-
kling choppers, demonstrating proper brushing technique.
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PAID ADVERTISEMENT

LOCAL BUSINESS
SPOTLIGHT

Your Target Audience is reading...

Make sure they’ll be reading about YOU!
For information about advertising on this page,

call 732-3100 today.

★Lowest $ In Town★
New

State-of-the-Art
Equipment —

Same Old Prices!

Jain’s Laundry
Plaza 44 • 39 Putnam Pike • Johnston • 231-7019

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8am-9pm; Sat. & Sun. 7am-8pm

WASH • DRY • FOLD
Drop Off Service
only 89¢ per lb.

Includes Softener, Bleach, Soap & Hangers
Same Day Service

1944 WarWick avenue, WarWick, rhode island  02889

melissa miller
a c c o u n t  e x e c u t i v e

melissam@rhodybeat.com
p 401-732-3100

1944 WarWick avenue, WarWick, rhode island  02889

Linda QuagLieri
a c c o u n t  e x e c u t i v e

lindaq@rhodybeat.com
p 401-732-3100

1253 Hartford Ave.
Johnston, RI 02919

Now ENrolliNg
6 Weeks – 12 Years Old

Full & Part-time
Positions available

SALES AND SERVICE | 401-944-5200
BRAKES • A/C SERVICES • REPAIR

CHECK ENGINE EXHAUST • OIL CHANGE

197 Simmonsville Avenue, Johnston, RI 02919

By JENNIFER COATES

Nelson Mandela once penned the words: “Education is the 
most powerful weapon which you can use to change the world.”  
The idea that education is the way to “change the world” by 
nurturing and enriching the minds of the youngest among us is 
the mantra of Rhode Island’s Dreamland Learning Centers.  This 
family of childcare centers, located in Johnston, Pawtucket, and 
West Warwick, is dedicated to this goal and mission.  Schedule 
your tour today to see how one of these centers could help 
support your family.

The local Dreamland Learning Center in Johnston is a 
comfortable, homey, and cheerful center where learning is fun 
and where every space is designed to stimulate the growing 
minds of the many children who come here.  This learning center 
was opened in 2015 and has been evolving and expanding ever 
since to meet the needs of today’s modern working family.

The mission of this early learning community is to “provide 
quality care that will enable each child to explore and discover 
the infi nite possibilities available to them through the power of 
learning.  Our environment was created to enhance a child’s 
natural curiosity and desire to learn. 

At our center, situations are designed to help children 
prepare to make the social, emotional, cognitive, and physical 
adjustments they will need in life.  We believe children learn best 
from their own experiences.  In a positive learning environment, 
we help promote self- awareness, perceptual motor skills through 
planned activities and give children the hands-on experience they 
need for total growth and development.”

Every space in this center is thoughtfully planned and designed 
to be developmentally appropriate and intentional. Child-size 
furniture makes each room look comfortable and adapted to the 

needs of pint-sized early learners, while shelves are fi lled with 
toys and walls are strewn with artwork. Individual centers are set 
up for imaginary play, arts & crafts, building, science, music and 
story time.  The outside playgrounds are the perfect place for 
youngsters to run off all that childhood energy. The after-school 
room provides ample space and designated areas for homework 
time.  In fact, the whole facility is Bright Star® rated for excellence.

The curriculum and staff-to-child ratio requirements here meet 
the strict standards of the state while all staff are licensed and 
CPR certifi ed.  The staff here work as a team with one goal in 
mind and that is to offer a safe and supportive environment for all 

the children over whom they have been given this special trust.   
Dreamland Learning Center is now accepting enrollment for 

children ages 6 weeks through age 12 years of age (enrollment 
forms can be found online). The center is located at 1253 
Hartford Avenue. To answer your questions or concerns, 
call 401-280-1400 or visit their informative website at www.
dreamlandlearningcenter.com. Hours are 7:00am to 5:30pm, 
Monday through Friday.

Be sure to check out the other Dreamland Learning Centers 
in West Warwick (401-828-8200) and Pawtucket (401-655-
1000).

Dreamland Learning Center
Fall enrollments now open ~ call 401-280-1400

It’s not too late to enroll your child in Johnston’s playful and welcoming learning center, Dreamland Learning 
Center on Hartford Ave.  Come check out spaces like this that inspire your child’s imagination!

Convenient to US Hwy 6 and I-295 in Johnston, RI
54 Old Pocasset Road | briarclifferi.com

CALL 401.944.2450
TO SCHEDULE A
PERSONAL TOUR

THE PRESERVE AT BRIARCLIFFE
Supportive Independent and Assisted Living
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Helping Local Businesses Thrive & Survive

 for your continued loyalty Call us at 732-3100 to advertise your business

Thank You

Sports

Bennett, Regan headline RI Hockey HOF class
By ALEX SPONSELLER

Two Cranston legends were inducted 
into the Rhode Island Hockey Hall of 
Fame this month, as Bill Bennett and Tim 
Regan heard their names called as they 
were enshrined in a loaded 2024 class.

Bennett spent the majority of his career 
at the AHL level, where he became a leg-
end with the Rochester Americans as a big 
left wing. He reached the NHL on two 
different occasions, playing for the Boston 
Bruins and Hartford Whalers.

Bennett still takes part in Bruins alumni 
games and coaches at his family’s clinics. 
He is the fourth from his family to be in-
ducted into the RI Hockey HOF, following 
his father, Harvey, and brothers Curt and 
Harvey Jr.

“What an incredible show, an incredible 
honor, a humbling honor,” said Bennett of 
the evening. “It was great to have my wife 
there and my kids there. They never got to 
see my hockey career, so it was very spe-
cial. I got to see their smiles, they were 
proud of their dad.”

Bennett reflected back on his early days 
as a hockey player and remembered how 
his dad told him to approach the game as 
a big, tough wing.

“My dad said, ‘you’re 6-6, play like 
you’re 6-6. Hit people. Hockey is a game 
of time and space and I just wanted my 
space,” said Bennett.

Bennett hopes to see the hockey com-
munity thrive in his hometown of Crans-
ton and believes that it needs to be built 
from the youth level up. He remembers 
the days when Edgewood churned out 

some of the state’s best talent, and hopes 
to see the city reclaim some of its former 
glory.

“I came from a great area in Edgewood, 
we had 11 great players. I think somehow, 
we need to get that energy back into the 
younger crowd at the Cranston Ice Rink. 
We used to all have beginner packages, 
kids would get a flier from the school for 
hockey tryouts, they would be given les-
sons, equipment. Hockey is expensive 

■  HOF - page 14

Panthers ready for fall season
By ALEX SPONSELLER

The high school fall sports season is 
underway with teams practicing this 
week and games less than two weeks 
away. Here is a quick look at Johnston’s 
teams heading into the 2024 season.

FOOTBALL
Last year’s finish: 6-1 (Fell in semifi-

nals)
Key returners: Matt Clements, Dean 

Paris, Michael Abbruzzi
Key losses: NeAri Vasquez, Mike Car-

lino, Alex Fedorchuk, Steven Finegan, 
Jahaziel Rodriguez

Outlook: The Panthers fell to eventual 
champ Middletown in heartbreaking 
fashion in last year’s Division III semifi-
nals, with the Islanders getting the win 
in a late fourth-quarter drive. Johnston’s 
offense proved to be among the elite last 
season with the emergence of quarter-
back Matt Clements and the versatility of 
guys like NeAri Vasquez, Mike Carlino 
and Steven Finegan. Although those 
three pieces have graduated, Clements 
enters his senior year and second season 

under offensive coordinator Tom Cen-
tore, whose system elevated the unit to 
new heights last fall. Dean Paris, who 
was an all-division player on the de-
fense, will be relied on to keep that side 
of the ball afloat as the Panthers look to 
make another run in a newly-aligned 
division. 

BOYS SOCCER
Last year’s finish: 1-15 (Missed play-

offs)
Key returners: Sebastian Saucedo, 

Miguel Santamaria
Key losses: Logan Brennan
Outlook: The Johnston program has 

been building from the ground up the 
past few seasons and took its lumps last 
year. The good news for the Panthers, is 
that nearly its entire lineup returns in 
2024 as they look to take a step forward 
with experience. The team said bye to 
senior captain Logan Brennan, but re-
turns all-division standouts Sebastian 
Saucedo and Miguel Santamaria. The 
team will still be relying on underclass-

■  FALL - page 14

HALL OF FAMERS: Bill Bennett and his family (left) and Tim Regan with his wife Kathy (right). (Photos courtesy RI Hockey Hall of Fame)

BACK AT IT: Johnston’s Matt Clements. (File photo by Mike Zawistoski)
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Sponsor the
Crossword Puzzle!

Place your ad  Here

Only $50.00/wk.
5.19” x 3”

(Free color If available)

Call 401.732.3100

CLUES ACROSS
 1. Microgram
 4. After B
 7. Everything
 8. An unfortunate development
 10. Coat with sticky substance
 12. Cylinder of tobacco for smoking
 13. Minimum interval take off
 14. Yuck!
 16. NBA sensation Jeremy
 17. Where some rockers work
 19. Midway between northeast and 

east
 20. Snake-like fishes
 21. Groups of homes
 25. Swiss river
 26. Useful towel
 27. “The Wire” character 

“Moreland”
 29. Oafish creature 
 30. A major division of geological 

time
 31. Bird-like Chinese dinosaur
 32. Sporting events
 39. Body part

 41. Clerical vestment
 42. Shows data
 43. Some are “special”
 44. Expression of disappointment
 45. Students’ rights document 

(abbr.)
 46. Vacation locale Costa __
 48. Pop singer
 49. Distract outside a city
 50. Mark Wahlberg comedy
 51. Coniferous tree
 52. Midway between south and 

southeast

CLUES DOWN
 1. Lunatic
 2. Actress Danes
 3. Buttock muscles
 4. The 22nd letter of the Greek 

alphabet
 5. Popular 70s rockers
 6. Electronic communication
 8. Trigraph
 9. Sea eagles
 11. Low-pitched, resonant sound

 14. Northeastern US university 
(abbr.)

 15. Home of the Bulldogs
 18. Exclamation of surprise
 19. Make a mistake
 20. Advantage
 22. Monkeys love them
 23. Wood
 24. Paddle 
 27. Past participle of be
 28. Tall, rounded vase
 29. Device manufacturers
 31. Financial institution (abbr.)
 32. Paper product
 33. A type
 34. Atomic #43
 35. Red Hot Chili Peppers’ 

drummer
 36. Behaviors
 37. Decays
 38. Walked confidently
 39. Voice (Italian)
 40. Class of adhesives
 44. Bar bill
 47. One-time aerospace firm

Business Card
DIRECTORY

401-736-0600

Kitchen
Cabinet
Refinishing

Restoration &
Application of

Factory Finishes
Custom New 

Doors & Drawers Available
Call Anthony for a free

and friendly consultation
Over 25 years experience

401-480-2366
BETTER
BUSINESS
BUREAU Reg. #25485

This Week’s
Featured Business...

now, and we need to do more,” Bennett 
said.

Regan is still considered by many to be 
the best goalie to ever come out of Rhode 
Island. After being named All-State three 
times for the La Salle Rams, he would go 
on to play for Boston University, leading 
the Terriers to two-straight national 
championships and earning MVP honors 
in 1972. He was drafted by the Buffalo 
Sabers and became an AHL legend with 
the Hershey Bears.

Regan was excited to attend his first-
ever RI Hockey HOF ceremony and was 
flattered by the recognition.

“It is a first-class program. It was be-
yond words. I knew that I knew a few 
people, but I didn’t realize that I knew a 
lot of people. I met fellas that weren’t 
part of ice hockey but just fans, I met fel-
las that played both on opposing teams 
and teams that I played with. It was ter-
rific. What amazed me is that it is all 
through volunteerism. They do it be-
cause they love the sport. Vin Cimini and 
Mal Goldenberg do a great job,” Regan 
said.Regan looked back on the ups and 

downs of his long career, and shared 
some advice for young players looking to 
make a name for themselves. 

“It was a culmination of background, 
how difficult it was at times, and seeing 
it come through on a few different occa-
sions, and sometimes you get lucky,” 
said Regan. “Have a goal, work hard, 
don’t get discouraged and be persistent. 
Believe in yourself, that’s the biggest 
thing. I grew up with no family and 
sometimes it was a real struggle. It’s like 
the adage, a squirrel will find a nut, and 
you need to keep that attitude and keep 
at it.”

Another notable inductee was Vicki 
Movsessian-Lamoriello. Below is her bio:

VICKI MOVSESSIAN-LAMORIELLO

For several decades, this visionary 
honoree has been a catalyst in the incred-
ible rise of women’s hockey in RI and the 
nation. She earned All-ECAC honors 
three times at Providence College and 
also represented the USA in world play 
three times, capturing Olympic Gold in 
1998. She founded the all-girls MA Spit-
fires program and later teamed with 
close friend Sara DeCosta to establish the 
RI Sting All-Girls Hockey Club in 2010. 

men to fill out the majority of the lineup, 
but the Panthers have a chance to im-
prove in their second year under coach 
Yevgen Fedorchuk. 

GIRLS SOCCER
Last year’s finish: 12-2-1 (Fell in DIV 

championship)
Key returners: Olivia Iafrate, Ashley 

Lainez
Key losses: Kaylee Poole, Alexia 

DiLorenzo, Ava Waterman, Gianna Hal-
liwell, Karen Lastor

Outlook: The Panthers entered last 
year’s postseason as the favorite to win 
the DIV title, but would be upset by 
Rogers in the title clash. Johnston faces 
an uphill climb as it looks to get back 
into the championship mix, graduating 
nine seniors from last year’s group 
including leading scorers Kaylee Poole 
and Alexia DiLorenzo, along with 
starting keeper Ava Waterman. Olivia 
Iafrate and Ashley Lainez earned some 
experience last season along with a few 
other returners, but Johnston will need 
some new faces to emerge to get back in 
the playoff hunt. 

GIRLS VOLLEYBALL
Last year’s finish: 1-15 (Missed play-

offs)
Key returners: Noelle Patenaude, Ni-

cole Patenaude
Key losses: Gisselly Nunez, Samantha 

Marcotte 
Outlook: Last season was a rebuilding 

year for the Panthers in their final cam-
paign under longtime coach Greta Lalli. 
Now, with Noelle and Nicole Patenaude 
firmly in control, and with a new coach-
ing staff, the Panthers will be looking to 
improve and compete for a playoff berth 
in Division III.

GIRLS TENNIS
Last year’s finish: 5-9 (Missed playoffs)
Key returners: Lauren Dixon
Key losses: Hannah Lavergne, Alessan-

dra Pesare, Riley Guenette
Outlook: The Panthers took a step for-

ward last season and narrowly missed a 
playoff berth as they continue to rebuild 
their program. Top singles players Han-
nah Lavergne and Alessandra Pasare 
graduated, along with top doubles player 
Riley Guenette, but Lauren Dixon thrived 
at third singles and figures to be competi-
tive in the top spot this season. Johnston 
will need some new faces to fill out the 
lineup behind Dixon to compete for a 
playoff spot. 

■ Fall
(Continued from page 13)

■ HOF
(Continued from page 13)
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Electrical

Home Improvements

Valco Electric
Residential Specialist
Electrical Upgrades

Trouble Shooting & Repairs
Prompt & Courteous Service

401-921-3143
Lic. #A3990  AmEx/Disc/MC/Visa  Insured

Weatherproof
Home Improvement

Interior/Exterior Painting
Roofing • Siding • Gutters • Decks

Dennis
732-9218   Reg. #31803

John’s Construction 
Handyman Services

Painting  ●   Windows
Carpentry  
942-1729

15% OFF next project with ad. 
Reg. #24655   ~     Insured

Handyman

Summer Cleanups
House - Cellars - 

Garages - Moving?
Anything hauled away, some for FREE!

30 yrs. - Reliable Service! 
741-2781 Lic. #37379 - Insured  

Plastering

Harold Greco Jr.
Plaster Perfection

ALL Small Repair Specialist
Emergency Water Damage Repairs
Historic Restorations

Painting
Senior, Veterans & Cash Discounts

Integrity & Passion
ALL MAINTENANCE

 Reg. #4114  ★     Member BBB  ★     Est. 1946

Call now! 738-0369 

Steven G. Ruhle 
PaintinG

Interior & Exterior
Small Exteriors

Neat, Clean Workmanship
639-0967

Free Estimates
Reg. 12067 - Insured

EAST COAST 
WOOD FLOORS
Installed • Sand

 Finish • Refinish
Insured • Senior Discounts

Cell 265-3644
 Reg. #15124

Flooring

E.W. FLAGG
Plumbing & Heating

New & Old
Installations • Repairs

Water Heaters
Commercial & Residential

739-6155    MP #01896

DAVIDSON’S
PLUMBING & HEATING

Water Heaters
Free Estimates

Remodeling ❖ Repairs
New Construction

MP #1696 737-4679 MPF #6470

CEMENT
MASONRY WORK
Chimneys ❖ Floors ❖ Patios

Driveways ❖ Steps ❖ Walkways
Repairs ❖ Free Estimates  
Ron 397-1891
Cell 639-2942
Reg. #6326  Licensed & Bonded   

Business ServiceS

Reilly Fence Inc.
Professional installations of
Vinyl •  Wood •  Aluminum 

Chainlink  Fences
Insured -  Free Estimates

Call & book an appt. today!
228-3647 Reg. #40392   

Fencing

C & J Painting
Interior/Exterior
Powerwashing

Free Estimates
Jason     ●      Craig

378-8525  ●  743-2554
Reg. #22833                 Insured              

Oil Tank Removal
Why wait for your oil tank to leak?

Old oil tanks removed
Licensed RI Waste Transporter

Drum Disposal
Newton B. Washburn, LLC.
Insured ●  Reg. #27176 ●  #RI877

401-647-9606

Liberty House
Junk Removal, Inc. 

We remove one item
or content of entire house.

Sheds and hot tubs
FREE EStIMatES

15 years of reliable service
Reg. #2983 & Insured

401-286-0505

Landscaping Materials

Rubbish Removal

Masonry

CONFREDA FARMS
Fertile Farm Loam

Screened to ½ inch
Mulch • 50/50 Mix

Raw Compost 
Processed Gravel

737-7662 • 827-5000

Painting

Painting

Business ServiceS
DeaDline: 4 PM FriDay

Plumbing & Heating

t & t Painting
25 years in Business

Interior and Exterior Painting

Power Washing
Deck Refinishing
Carpentry Repairs
Reasonable Rates
Free Estimates

Neat. Clean. Organized
Insured  - Reg. #3469

401-944-0336

Business Services Ads

start at 
$32/week

for 4 or more weeks in the Johnston Sun Rise, 
Warwick Beacon & Cranston Herald 

(All 3 papers for one low price)

To place your ad, please call 

732-3100

2024 on track to be warmest year ever
By CAPT. DAVE MONTI

This month the European-
Union’s Climate Change Ser-
vice, Copernicus, said that 
2024 will likely end up being 
the warmest year on record.

July 2024 had an average 
surface air temperature of 
62.44 degrees Fahrenheit regis-
tered just shy of the all-time 
high set in July 2023 according 
to the report.

The ocean continues to warm 
too as the global daily sea sur-
face temperatures for July 2024 
was 69.58 degrees Fahrenheit, 
the second highest value on 
record for the month.

As documented by the Na-
tional Oceanic & Atmospheric 
Administration (NOAA) these 
high ocean temperatures im-
pact the health of the world’s 
coral reefs, cyclone activity in 
the Atlantic and the storms we 
get as well as Antarctic ice 
melt. According to Copernicus, 
Antarctic sea ice dipped to its 
second lowest value on record 
in the month of July.

Warm ocean waters, sea lev-
el rise, storms and other cli-
mate impacts have and will 
continue to have a profound 
impact on the fish in Rhode 
Island and the region. Not ma-
ny fish caught in Narragansett 
Bay in August as the water was 
too warm. And sea level rise 
and storms continue to erode 
our coast and destroy sensitive 
habitat areas along the coast 
and Bay.

And the fish we catch today 
are vastly different in type and 
abundance. Warm water fish 
such as black sea bass and scup 
are here in abundance and cold 
water fish like cod, winter 
flounder and American lobster 
have left the area. Exotic warm 
water fish like cobia, wahoo 
and an abundance of tuna are 
being caught in our area, even 
a tarpon caught off a Rhode 
Island beach this summer.

As reported our bait profiles 

here our robust. Warm water 
has brought silversides, sand 
eels, squid, all types of herring 
and mackerel here in abun-
dance all at the same time 
which has attracted larger ani-
mals to forage close to shore in 
areas they normally do not 
feed. This includes whales of 
all types, sharks and tuna all 
now just one or two miles off 
our coast. Last year the top 
three giant bluefin tuna caught 
in the Boston Giant Bluefin 
Classic were caught just two to 
three miles off Narraganset, 
RI. All of the fish were close to 
800 pounds.

We as a nation need to stem 
the tide on climate change. Re-
duce our carbon footprint with 
renewable energy whether in 
be wind power, solar and other 
renewable energy sources be-
ing discovered.

We need to do this now to 
save the fish and preserve our 
world.

For the past two years, anti-
renewable energy voices have 
opposed solar energy and off-
shore wind energy claiming 
that they are harmful for the 
environment. Offshore wind 
opponents have claimed the 
construction of offshore wind 
is harming whales and creat-
ing a toxic environment for 
fish and habitat.  This is simply 
not true as noted in two Brown 
University Climate and Devel-
opment Lab reports that relate 
detractors use disinformation, 
half-truths, and often non peer 
reviewed research and links 
their positioning to pro gas 
and oil think tanks.

As a charter captain and av-
id recreational angler, I see the 
devastating impact climate is 
having on the fish and habitat. 
I have felt privileged to be able 
to take people fishing and earn 
money doing it. I know it is a 
privilege and believe the 
oceans belong to all the people 
of the United States of Ameri-
ca, even those living in Kansas 

as well as impoverished per-
sons living in Providence or 
New York City. We own it to 
them, all Americans and all the 
people of the world to stem the 
tide on climate change and 
produce readily available re-
newable energy.

The days of claiming the 
ocean for any one interest 
group are over, whether it be 
private recreational fishers, 
commercial fishing, the ship-
ping industry, wind farm de-
velopers, the aquaculture in-
dustry or charter captains like 
me. The oceans belong to all 
Americans and all the people 
of the world.  

Multi ocean uses have prov-
en to work in Europe that has 
had offshore wind farms for 
over 30 years. We need to work 
together to make it work in 
America.

Where’s the bite?
Freshwater. Dave Henault of 

Ocean State Tackle, Provi-
dence, said, “Anglers continue 
to target largemouth bass and 
are doing well but that is about 
to change as Rhode Island and 

Massachusetts will be conduct-
ing their fall trout stocking.”

Striped bass, bluefish, boni-
to. Chad Ketch of Sam’s Bait & 
Tackle, Middletown, said, “The 
striped bass bite is actually 
getting better as we are at the 
being of the fall run.  Slot fish 
and larger are being caught 
from the Sakonnet River to 
Newport and Jamestown”  

“Striped bass fishing is bet-
ter in the Bay now.  We have 
more Atlantic menhaden and 
more bass as the water is start-
ing to cool,” said Henault of 
Ocean State Tackle.   

East End Eddie Doherty, 
Cape Cod Canal fishing expert 
and author, said, “Terrific surf-
casting continues on the Canal. 
Nine-year-old James Astle 
reeled in a nice fish that hit an 
Al Gags gold Whip It while 
wetting a line in the Ditch with 
his grandfather. ‘Bucktail Bill’ 
Jenkinson was exploring the 
bottom with the lure he is fa-
mous for, his 4-ounce white 
bucktail, when it was hit by a 
nice bass over slot on an early 
east tide. Passionate 6-year-old 
Sage Nicholson continues on 

her torrid pace, fooling nine 
fish, including five slots, with 
a big white Magic Swimmer on 
a rising east tide.”

Fluke (summer flounder), 
black sea bass and scup. “We 
still have an abundance of 
scup in the mid and lower Bay, 
and they are still large. Anglers 
are catching them as far up the 
Bay as Save the Bay at Fields 
Point,” said Henault of Ocean 
State Tackle. 

Declan O’Donnell of Breach-
way Bait & Tackle, said, “Fluke 
reports have been improving 
this week with a good amount 
of fish being caught with some 
healthy size keepers in the 
mix. Most reports are coming 
from in front of the center wall 
and out to the east.” 

Tautog. “Anglers are catch-
ing tautog out in front of New-
port and in the lower Bay in 
the Newport Bridge area,” said 
Ketch of Sam’s Bait & Tackle. 

Bluefin tuna. John Tuner on 
the RI Saltwater Anglers blog 
said, “Did a mid-day trip out 
of Wickford trolled the mud-
hole landed 35-inch bluefin. 
Near the Gully we began 
catching small football bluefin. 
Not a lot of life out there. Did 
run into some whales between 
the Gully and Tuna Ridge.”

This column is dedicated to 
Peter Magan, my brother-in-
law, who passed away last 
week. He was an avid reader 
of my column, often calling 
me to comment or ask a ques-
tion about what I had written.  
He was a great man who we 
miss dearly.

Dave Monti holds a master cap-
tain’s license and charter fishing 
license. He serves on a variety of 
boards and commissions and has a 
consulting business focusing on 
clean oceans, habitat preservation, 
conservation, renewable energy, 
and fisheries related issues and cli-
ents. Forward fishing news and 
photos to dmontifish@verison.net 
or visit www.noflukefishing.com.

FIRST BLACK SEA BASS: Sam Cuddeback and Kyle Smith of 
New York with black sea bass caught off Newport this weekend.  
Black sea bass are a warm water fish. (Submitted photo)
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Real Estate
Transactions

YOU COULD SPONSOR THIS PAGE
For more information about this opportunity, call

732-3100 or 821-2216

Coventry

1 Patience Ln  Mattson Jr, Carl L Three Kids LLC 8/9 $250,000
11 Creighton Pl Chucka, Michael J and Chucka, Donna M Shoesmith, Christopher 8/9 $359,000
41 Sharon Dr Perrotti, Cathy and Crowley, Christopher Petrocelli, Daniel 8/5 $700,000
46 Leisure Way Paul, Karen L Northup, Daniel E and Northup, Debra L 8/9 $165,000
48 Sharon Dr Beaudette, Michael R and Barreto, Mary J Cunningham, Joyce E and Chambers, Richard A 8/7 $699,000
5 Audubon Ln  Banai, Abdul W and Chvetsova, Inna Goldstein, Jason and Goldstein, Christine 8/8 $800,000
60 Arnold Rd Off Course Prop LLC Ross, Henry E and Ross, Dorothy R 8/8 $370,000
9 Veronica Ct Brown, Jeffrey S and Brown, Erica L Argiro, Brian A and Argiro, Sara M 8/9 $1,230,000

Cranston

104 Speck Ave Nelson, Debra M Mcgillicuddy, Brian P 8/5 $391,500
135 Albert Ave Disilvestro, Kevin and Buck, Jessica Joann M Sweeney T and Sweeney, Joann M 8/6 $500,000
149 Alexander St Cipriano, Patricia A Li, Xiaodong 8/6 $420,000
15 Curtis St Lot 303 Jarvco LLC 15 Curtis St LLC 8/8 $230,000
15 Lark Ave Ohearn Patricia A Est and Ohearn, Erin P Hernandez, Elida 8/9 $180,000
15 Lark Ave Lot 2689 Ohearn Patricia A Est and Ohearn, Erin P Hernandez, Elida 8/9 $180,000
16 Windwood Rd Bankston, Christopher and Bankston, Janna M Bissonnette, Ian 8/5 $365,000
17 Longview Dr Gray, Liam and Gray, Sarah Ocampo, Jessica and Gonzalez, Fabio A 8/7 $585,000
182 Eldridge St Heaney, Stephen M and Heaney, Lenore F Long, Emily A and Long, Alex D 8/8 $385,000
200 Cannon St Lot 119 Susan A Warthman Lt and Warthman, Susan A High Ridge Condo Assn 8/5 $2,500,000
200 Cannon St Lot 119 Susan A Warthman Lt and Warthman, Susan A High Ridge Condo Assn 8/6 $250,000
216 Alpine Estates Dr Eacuello, Peter B Aroyan, Joseph B 8/5 $760,000
22 Blue Gentian Rd Machado, Erik Zaccari, Justin and Zaccari, Kylie 8/6 $590,000
23 Koster St Guerriero, Demetrio and Guerriero, Fioramante United Bldrs LLC 8/8 $350,000
23 Ledgewood Dr Hazian, Andrea L Federman, Peter S and Federman, Christine 8/7 $485,000
244 Elena St Magnone, William and Magnone, Lucia Grullon, Cesar 8/5 $565,000
27 Royal Ave Savoie, Kevin J and Savoie, Damian A Jaeger, Kelsey 8/8 $385,000
27 Royal Ave Lot 1590 Savoie, Kevin J and Savoie, Damian A Jaeger, Kelsey 8/8 $385,000
32 Woods Ln  Erqou, Sebhat A and Ataklte, Feven Suslovich, Vladimir and Nanikova, Elina 8/7 $891,000
33 Crawford St Chhay, Chhany Alidadi, Katayoun 8/9 $400,000
47 Maple St Dchristofaro, Gianna R Germain, James and Pajotte, Cherylne 8/7 $505,000
62 Randall St Ricci Hldg LLC Ricci, David J 8/8 $340,000
651 Natick Ave Grant, Tricia Speights, John A and Speights, Danielle R 8/8 $800,000
69 Farrar St Bentley, Noel M Connell, Malcolm 8/6 $475,000
75 Autumn St Chan, Jessica and Chan, Sherry Aliferakis, Karen M and Aliferakis, Josephine 8/9 $340,000
80 Doane St Grote, Matthew J Pride, Alejandra M 8/8 $320,000
87 Camden Ln  Heim Jr, Keith A Mercurio, Jonathan 8/5 $1,000,000
9 Gray Coach Ln Lot 911 Patriot Bldrs Inc Kankarafou, Issifou 8/9 $360,000
94 Orchard St Switalla, Joseph and Matevossian, Karine Chase, Ashley 8/5 $375,000
99 Westfield Dr Sintra Seven LLC Heaney, Stephen and Heaney, Lenore 8/8 $565,000

east GreenwiCh

1142 Frenchtown Rd Thimas, Pamela F and Lima, John P Clynes, Kevin 8/9 $595,000
12 Camden Ct Lu, Lei and Tang, Kai Crimaldi, Gabriel and Crimaldi, Albert R 8/2 $927,950
20 Secret Ln Haefele, Darya and Haefele, Colin Graise, Andrew and Graise, Nermin 8/2 $1,917,000
2127 Middle Rd Jag Bldrs LLC Maslach, Nicklas and Barry, Kayla 8/8 $1,040,000
50 Spring St Greene, Adam and Greene, Heather Schwager, Mark I and Flanagan, Patricia J 8/8 $1,600,000

exeter

35 Hallville Rd Maiorano, Emilio Grotta, Lillia M and Kemper, Gregory M 8/8 $585,000

Johnston

1 Jay St Delsignore Jr, Gerald Agape Hm Of Rhode Idland 8/9 $465,000
12 W Scenic View Dr Callan, Karen and Winters, John J Jacobson, Gregory S and Jacobson, Evelyn M 8/13 $522,000
16 Shaw Ave Carlini, Agostina and Us Bank Na Tr Truman 2016 Sc6 Title T and Us Bank Na Tr 8/9 $351,756
19 Brentwood Dr Brennan, Thomas A and Brennan, Patti L Pytka 3rd, Peter 8/8 $424,500
23 Jasmine Ln  Pagliaro, David B Kolenda, Susan M and Kolenda, Nicole A 8/9 $650,000
5 Baldwin Dr Barbosa, Christian A and Barbosa, Marsha A Conti, Clara 8/9 $530,000

warwiCk

1058 Post Rd 1058 Post Rd LLC Jarvco LLC 8/7 $300,000
11 Harmony Ct Cross, Lee M Mears, Heather 8/8 $418,000
11 Sea View Dr Cheryl J Csisar Relt and Csisar, Cheryl J Figueroa, Edgar 8/6 $450,000
110 Benedict Rd Martin, Francois J John B & Inga B Russell J and Russell, John B 8/8 $275,000
127 Bleachery Ct Briggs, Stephen D&a Prop LLC 8/9 $310,000
174 Highland Ave Bennett, Jennifer F Dussinger, Rochelle and Dussinger, Albert 8/9 $815,000
1746 Elmwood Ave MJV Enterprises LLC Rpa Svcs LLC 8/8 $77,000
229 Narragansett Pkwy Dawne M Pezzuco T and Pezzuco, Dawne M Sachs, Andrew B and Sachs, Rebecca A 8/6 $890,000
250 Larchwood Dr Rittner, Fran B Meyerson, Dmitry and Petrocelli, Chantele 8/9 $810,000
27 Torrington Dr Worrall, Nancy L Drolet, Vivian and Foster, Harold 8/6 $349,900
32 Carder Rd Vest, Crystal M Labaty, Josette 8/7 $375,000
32 Carder Rd Lot 397 Vest, Crystal M Labaty, Josette 8/7 $375,000
331 Asylum Rd Mercurio, Jonathan T Shepherd, David 8/5 $629,000
34 Urban Ave Series 1 Of The Jarvco LL 34 Urban Ave LLC 8/8 $385,000
355 Church Ave Emilia Invest LLC Ravikumar, Manoj and Kasula, Thrisha 8/9 $275,000
476 Fair St Mary F Kiernan T and Mccaffrey, Patrick J Facin, Jordan 8/5 $500,000
51 Easton Ave Rwr Re Invest Grp LLC Fagundes, Stephanie 8/9 $362,500
515 Warwick Ave Series 4 Of The Jarvco LL 515 Warwick Ave LLC 8/7 $235,000
66 Benedict Rd Allen Beverly J Est and Harrison, Kimberly R Rucker, Keeley A and Morrell, Marisa E 8/9 $390,000
752 Quaker Ln Lot C206 Schnepp, Matthew Spaziano, David 8/6 $216,500
914 Stratford Ln Lot 914 Whalan, Jean G Giorno, Emilia A 8/7 $349,900
92 2nd Point Rd Hockhousen Ft and Mccaffrey, Michael J Hockhousen, Mark A and Hockhousen, Patricia A 8/8 $330,000

west GreenwiCh

59 Lake Dr Raymond, Arthur J and Marques, Cassya R Allen Family RET and Allen, Joseph F 8/9 $860,000

west warwiCk

110 Deerfield Dr Goldstien, Jason H and Goldstien, Christine Sozer, Mehmet A and Sozer, Ozlem 8/8 $495,000
12 Arthur St Hud Hall, Kristina L 8/9 $207,000
12 Gage St Pacheco Jr, Antonio Frias, Vianchell A 8/9 $401,000
189-A Cowesett Ave Ross, Dorothy R and Ross, Henry E Connell, Roberta 8/7 $360,000
25 Pepin St Hernandez, Amanda E and Cruz, Cornelio H Iannuccilli, David P 8/7 $390,000
450 Providence St Lot 47 Derderian Jr, Raffi A and Derderian, Susan F Bassi, Estelle M 8/9 $319,900
50 Weaver St Galicia, Zuheily Amore, Dennis J 8/9 $330,000
56 River St Lot 22 Mai Tai Investments Inc Malloy, Collen 8/9 $164,900

ADDRESS SELLERS BUYERS DATE PRICE ADDRESS SELLERS BUYERS DATE PRICE

This copyrighted material is compiled from public records and re-printed under agreement with the Warren Group of Boston. 
Not every community is reported each week. To report a data error, call 617–896–5310 or send an email to transfersatthewarrengroup.com
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MAIL OR BRING TO: 

BEACON MEDIA
1944 Warwick Avenue, Warwick RI 02889

E-Mail: classifieds@rhodybeat.com 

Please print clearly – One word per box
Phone number is one word. 
Not responsible for words we cannot read.

❑ BOLD TYPE
$4.00 per week. First line only. 

Name  ____________________________________________________________________________

Address  ___________________________________________________________________________

Town/State  ________________________________________________________________________

Phone ____________________________________________________________________________

Price Per Week __________________ # of Weeks ________ Amount Paid ____________________

 ❑ Check/Money Order Enclosed – Payable to: BEACON MEDIA

Account # ______________________________________________________________________________________

Security Code  ____________________    Expiration  Date   __________________________  

Circle One:

CLASSIFIED AD FORM

Classified Ad Deadline is
 FRIDAY AT 4PM*

*Thursday at 4pm if there is a Monday holiday

Make checks payable to: 

BEACON MEDIA

20 words

+$1 each addition word

*Add $1 for each additional word
Includes Warwick Beacon, Cranston Herald and Johnston Sun Rise
❑ Add The Reminder for an additional $10/week

20 Words – $35/week*

OFFICE HOURS:    Monday thru Friday  8:30 AM - 4:30 PM

To place or cancel a classified ad:

Call 732-3100 by — 
	 •	 4	PM	Friday	for
	 	 Cranston	Herald (Thursday),
	 	 Johnston	Sun	Rise (Thursday),
	 	 Warwick	Beacon (Thursday) &
	 	 The	Reminder (Wednesday)

line ads:
20 Words - $35.00	per	week
each additional word $1.00
bold first line $4.00
Includes Warwick Beacon, Cranston Herald 
and Johnston Sun Rise
Add	The	Reminder
for	an	additional	$10/week

Business service ads: 
$35.00	per	column	inch	per	week*
Includes Warwick Beacon, Cranston Herald and 
Johnston Sun Rise
*Ad Must Run 4  Consecutive Weeks

Add	The	Reminder:
$8.00	per	column	inch. Ad Must Run 4  Consecutive Weeks.

Email ads to: Classifieds@rhodybeat.com

please check Your ad!
We make every effort to carefully proofread all 
advertisements, however, we ask you to check 
your ad the first time it appears. If you find an 
error, call 732-3100 so that we may correct it in 
the next publication. Beacon Media shall not be 
liable for errors or omissions in, or failure to insert, 
any advertisement for which it may be responsible 
beyond the cost of the actual space occupied 
by the item in which error or omission or failure 
to insert occurred. Advertiser will be entitled to 
refund of advertisement price or insertion in next 
issue at advertiser’s option.

Sun Rise  401-732-3100

CREDIT POLICY      We accept all major credit cards. We will bill line-by-line classified ads (with the excep-
tion of YARD SALE ADS) to customers adding $1.50 billing fee. Business Service ads must be prepaid until a Credit 
Application has been approved and account established.

Save Time.
Save Money.

RING
RHODE ISLAND NEWSPAPER GROUP

CLASSIFIED
ADVERTISING

Statewide
Coverage

Help Wanted
Real Estate

Autos
Items For Sale

Call 732-3100

R E A C H  OV E R  1 2 5 , 0 0 0  H O M E S
HIRING • SELLING • BUYING

Get the word out...
Advertise Your

YArd SAle
Call	Ida	—	732-3100

(Yard Sale Ads Must Be Pre-Paid)

Autos	Wanted

Classic Cars Wanted! Looking 
for American or European vehi-
cles. Restored or needing work. 
Collections or single cars. Will 
pay finder's fee for referrals. Call 
508-326-6359.

JUNK CARS WANTED. Up to 
$500 paid. Call 401-895-7351 
for quote.

Autos	for	Sale

1969 Chevrolet 4-door Impala. 
Garaged, good condition. Blue, 
78,000-mi., 327-engine, auto-
matic transmission. $14,950. 
401-226-4449

Help	Wanted	

Carpet Cleaning Technician/
Trainees: $700+/Week. Valid 
Driver's License. BCI required. 
Call Joe, 401- 
258-9648

CLEANERS: 1st & 2nd Shift, 
20-25 hours per week, Monday-
Saturday. $15/hour. Must have 
valid Driver's License, reliable 
vehicle and clean BCI. Great job 
for retirees! Call Joe, 401-301-
1162.

Help	Wanted	

Cleaning (male) for handi-
capped, 4 rooms, Mrs. K. (401) 
942-0939, Johnston, RI-month-
ly, references.

FULL TIME SERVICE TECHNI-
CIAN for Water Filtration Sys-
tems & Well Pressure Tanks. 
Must have good Driving Re-
cord. $20-$25/Hour dependent 
on experience. Will train. Paid 
Holidays, Blue Cross & Dental. 
Ample overtime available. Com-
pany contributes to IRA. Paid 
Vacation after 1 year. Contact 
Jeff @ 401-392-0199 or Email 
resume to jeff@newengland-
water.com

Home	Improvement

Choice Softwashing Residen-
tial & Commercial. Fully In-
sured.  Homes + Decks + Ga-
rages + Walkways + Patios + 
Sheds and more. Call Jon 401-
241-7136.

Houses	Wanted

WE BUY HOUSES:  Any condi-
tion!! Quick sale!!  House needs 
work? We don’t mind. Call 401-
595-8703.

Landscaping

AERATION/OVERSEEDING: 
No job too small or large. Call/
Text Robert, 465-4546.

To place your ad by phone,
please call Ida at

732-3100
Deadline is Friday at 4 PM

Announcements

Ladies Hi-Lo-Jack Card League. 
Monday nights, 7 p.m. VFW 
272, 840 West Shore Rd. Re-
serve your spot: call Roxanne 
401-500-8268.

Yard	Sale

38 Hendricken Ct., Saturday, 
August 31, 7:30am - 2:30pm.
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By Karen Kalunian

Local�Adoptable�Loveable

ANIMAL

TALK

If you are thinking of adopting 
or know of an animal in need,

please contact Karen directly at

animaltalk1920@gmail.com

Photo credit: Karen Kalunian

Billy
Billy is a sharp dressed man! This handsome one year old 
Tuxedo is longing for your love and affection. His eyes sparkle 
with excitement when you meet him and once he knows 
you, he’s a big mush! Billy is looking for an adult home or a 
home with older cat savvy children who will enjoy his loyal 
companionship. He will be your shadow, especially if you have 
yummy treats on hand. If you’d like to meet Billy to see if he’s 
your purr-fect match, please contact Scruffy Paws Animal 
Rescue. Visit their website www.scruffypawsanimalrescue.
org or email them scruffypawsanimalrescue@gmail.com 
and maybe you will be the lucky one who takes this beautiful 
boy home!

Education] Commissioner [Angélica] Infante-Green, 
and their staffs as they continue to highlight their ‘At-
tendance Matters’ campaign across Rhode Island.”

CCAP, a family-centered medical and dental care 
provider in Cranston, Coventry and Warwick, kicked 
off the full day of pediatric screenings, timed to coin-
cide with the first day of school.

According to the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention, cavities (tooth decay), are the most com-
mon chronic childhood disease in the United States and 
the leading cause of missed school among children, 
Guckian shared. 

“On average, 34 million school hours and 2 million 
days are lost each year because of unplanned or emer-
gency dental care,” according to the CDC.

“Access to dental care is not just about a smile, but 
about the health and future of our children,” Pratt said. 
“When children lack dental care, they risk more than 
just cavities — they risk missing school, falling behind 
in their education, and suffering from pain that can af-
fect their overall quality of life.”

Dr. Andrew “Andy” Gazerro, RIDA president, ex-
plained the impact healthy teeth can have on a stu-
dent’s daily life.

“Our teeth are meant to last a lifetime and are impor-
tant to a child’s self-esteem,” Gazerro said. “No one 
wants to be bullied, let alone bullied about their smile.  
With proper care, a balanced diet and regular dental 
visits, their teeth can remain healthy, beautiful and 
strong.”

Dr. Gayathri Shenoy, who performs the annual dental 
school screenings for Cranston elementary and middle 
school children, offered a vital statistic.

“Roughly 9 million children, ages 6 to 12, miss school 
because of an oral health issue,” he said. “Sadly, kids 
with poor oral health are three times more likely to miss 
school due to an emergent oral health condition and 
two times more likely to perform poorly academically.”

The RIte Smiles program covers preventive care, 
check‐ups and dental treatment services for Medicaid 
eligible Ocean State children born on or after May 1, 
2000. As the Rlte Smiles program administrator, Unit-
edHealthcare contracts with dental providers and den-
tal clinics to help connect local families with badly 
needed dental care.  

“UnitedHealthcare welcomes the opportunity to 
partner with RIDA and CCAP to improve access to 
preventive dental care which will help reduce inci-
dences of childhood caries and other major causes of 
dental pain, which will ultimately reduce school absen-
teeism,” said Marie Jones Bridges, of RIte Smiles.

CCAP is one of the state’s “largest organizations 
dedicated solely to fighting the war on poverty,” ac-
cording to the agency.

CCAP oral health professionals are located at CCAP 
facilities in Cranston, Warwick and Coventry.

“Our dentists and hygienists provide a full range of 
comprehensive dental services to both children and 
adults,” the agency pledges, in addition to offering 
“Sliding Scale discounts for patients who are financial-
ly eligible.” “CCAP does not limit access to service due 
to inability to pay.”

The state has been struggling with a drastic shortage 
of pediatric dental providers. Agencies like CCAP, and 
Tri-County Community Action Agency in Johnston 
(with a newly opened pediatric dental office on Mineral 
Spring Avenue in North Providence) have been at-
tempting to fill the need statewide.

He called Thursday’s CCAP event a “maiden voy-
age,” and just the first of many future collaborations 
aimed at improving the oral health of Ocean State  
children.

■ Dental
(Continued from page 11)

An excited crowd gathered 
at Calef’s Hall on Plain-
field Street in Johnston on 
the evening of June 25, 

1908. The hall had been gaily deco-
rated and everyone was dressed in 
their Sunday best and eager to con-
gratulate the two students who were 
graduating from Thornton Gram-
mar School that night; Winifred 
Toomey and Asa Wisner Hall Jr., 
both 16 years of age.

Asa was born in Oswego, New 
York on Jan. 11, 1892, the son of Asa 
Wisner Hall Sr. and Johannah (Du-
gan). The Hall family had come to 
Rhode Island only recently and set-
tled on School Street. The elder Asa 
was a longtime electrician and a fa-
ther to two other children besides 
Asa; 14-year-old Ella and 12-year-
old William.

The 1908 graduation program be-
gan with Thornton Grammar School 
students performing a hymn. Rever-
end William Henry Starr then of-
fered a prayer. Students Essie Rice, 
Bessie Hanna and Joseph Alexander 
sang a song followed by students 
Dorothy Stone, Helen Dexter, Flor-
ence Bennett, Elsie Sweet and Wil-
liam Davis performing a dialogue. 
Continuing on with the program, 
Bessie Hanna and Joseph Alexander 
returned to take part in a duet and 
were proceeded by Clarence Marri-
ott and the two graduates each per-
forming a recitation. 

Local milk dealer and member of 
the school committee, Jonathan 
Barnes, presented diplomas to Win-
ifred and Asa and the exercises 
closed with a benediction by Rever-
end Frederick Collins, pastor of the 

Church of the Messiah. That night, 
the future stretched out in front of 
two young people. For Asa, howev-
er, the future would be condensed 
into less than two years.

On May 8, 1910, the 18-year-old 
man expired at his home from heart 
failure due to the effects of chronic 
mitral insufficiency, a condition in 
which the flaps of the heart do not 
close appropriately, thereby allow-
ing blood to flow backwards 
through the heart. Three days later, 
nearly every resident of Thornton 
moved morosely down School Street 
carrying bouquets of flowers. Re-
vered Charles Conal MacKay of the 
Thornton Congregational Church 
officiated the funeral service at the 
Hall home. Burial followed in Po-
casset Cemetery. 

In memory of their friend and for-
mer classmate, the female students 
of Thornton Grammar School plant-
ed a maple tree in the schoolyard 
and dedicated it to Asa, adding to 
what would become a little garden 
of memorial trees there. Five years 

earlier, student Robert Battye Booth 
had been killed when he suffered a 
fractured skull after falling from a 
cherry tree not far from his home on 
June 29, 1905 at the age of 10. Just as 
the graduating exercises of the 
Thornton Elementary School were 
taking place that particular year, 
Robert and some other boys decided 
to pick cherries from an orchard that 
belonged to none of them. When the 
owners spotted the little trespassers, 
a threatening yell erupted. Robert’s 
friends got away but the shout 
scared him so badly, he fell from the 
tree and struck his head on the 
ground. The son of George Booth, 
overseer of the Pocasset Mills, and 
his wife Dorothy, Robert was buried 
in Pocasset Cemetery. His classmates 
had planted a tree upon the school 
grounds in his honor.

Less than a year after Asa Hall’s 
untimely death, Margarete Anna 
Augusta Haeseler passed away. 
Known to friends and family as 
“Metta,” she was a former student 
of the Thornton Grammar School. 
Having come to America from Ger-
many with her parents Emil and 
Margaret in 1892, she died of pul-
monary tuberculosis on April 27, 
1911 at the age of 25. The following 
month, the children at the grammar 
school added a tree in her memory 
to the schoolyard.   

On Jan. 13, 1919, the Thornton 
Grammar School caught fire and 
burned to the ground due to fire-
fighters struggling with low water 
pressure. The loss was estimated to 
be about $32,000. 

Kelly Sullivan is a Rhode Island col-
umnist, lecturer and author.

The memorial trees of 
Johnston’s Thornton School

Back in 
the Day

by 
Kelly Sullivan

FREEBIES: By mid-morning, the ladies stationed 
outside the Cranston Street Community Action Program 
& Health Services (CCAP) building — Michelle Gonzalez, 
a CCAP patient care rep, and Melanie Robinson, a 
community health worker — said they had given out 
more than 100 toothbrushes, tubes of toothpaste and 
small multi-colored molar-shaped stress balls. (Beacon 
Media photos by Rory Schuler)
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PROUDLY SERVING THE COMMUNITY SINCE 1970

Vincent S. Podmaska
vinny@grahaminsuranceinc.com

1465 Atwood Avenue
Johnston, RI 02919
Tel: 401-273-8700

(401) 461-5600     www.budgetrooterservice.com
Drain Problem? No Problem!

Just Call Jim!
40+ Years of Experience

Family Owned
And Operated

Servicing both Commercial and Residential Clients:
Main Sewer Lines • Sinks • Tubs • Showers • Floor Drains

Video Camera Pipe Inspection

“Why Pay More?”

storage containers for rent
Stationary at our Johnston location 

or mobile at your location 
for a monthly rental fee. 

call for our 
pricing & incentive

programs
for long term use.401.837.0048 or 401.626-8737

yard debris, 
junk removal and more!
10, 15, 20 & 30 yard containers placed at your location

call for pricing and availability.

Very competitiVe rates, fast, reliable courteous serVice

401.626.8737 or 401.837.0048

Goulin StoraGe

PROPANE FILLING STATION

Phil.Johnston32@gmail.com
www.jfcpropane.com

ALL
PROPANE

TANKS
FILLED
HERE

904 Manton Ave.
Providence
(IN FRONT OF STOP & SHOP)

621-8129 Call Phil
• Open 7 days a week
• Open all year
• English & Spanish

Glass & Screen
Repair & Replacement

Residential Services:
 • Sliding Screen Doors
 • Insulated Glass
 • Storm Doors
 • Acrylic Sheet Available

Call Denny
(401) 641-1010

Johnston Area – Free Estimates – Will Pick up & Deliver

 • Sliding Screen Doors

 • Acrylic Sheet Available

30 Years
Experience

1944 WarWick avenue, WarWick, rhode island  02889

melissa miller
a c c o u n t  e x e c u t i v e

melissam@rhodybeat.com
p 401-732-3100

Mention This Ad For $500 OFF Exterior Painting Jobs ($2500 & Over)

Nardone Painting Co.
InterIor and exterIor Work

roofing, Siding and Windows
Now offeriNg: Carpentry,

Kitchen & Bath remodeling & Hardwood floors
Over 40 Years Experience — Quality Work

LIcenSed & InSured

401-943-1675
Luciano nardone                       27 tweed Street, cranston

SCAN NOW 
FOR AN 
INSTANT 
QUOTE

SOFT WASHING SERVICES
HOUSE WASH - ROOF WASH - DECK WASH - PATIO WASH - FENCE WASH

Licensed & Insured • Gift Certifi cates Available

ADDITIONAL CLEANING SERVICES
• Solar Panels • Gutters •

FREE ESTIMATES
401-595-0726

www.PowerWashJM.com

Place Your Ad Today
Reach

LocaL
customers!

 Only 
$1650

(10-week commitment)

3.42”x2” ad
FREE ColoR WhEn AvAilAblE

Call 732-3100

per 
week

������������������
Residential & Commercial

• Sealcoating  • Asphalt Repair 
• Crack Filling • Concrete • Powerwashing

15 Years 
Experience

FREE 
Estimates

RI Reg #34912

401-259-2702

10%
OFF

DISCOUNT 
for July and August

I know what the skin needs
I know what you need

Get the experience with me

CAROLYN LORENZO
(401) 771-9273

FB:                  IG:

Let’s create some art over at our beautiful space! 
1287 MAIN STREET, WEST WARWICK 
401-317-9023 • www.joszone.com

SATURDAY
PAINTING
CLASSES

11AM-1PM
ages 13+ • $15 p.p. 

includes all supplies

CREATE YOUR
OWN ART! 

any day/any canvas size 

Freestyle your own 

drawing or painting 

$5-$20 per canvas

Either Ore Jewelers
Eitherorejewelersonline.com

1500 Atwood Ave.
Johnston, RI 02919
401-274-2126

Ralph Manzi
president

Eitherorej@aol.com

1944 WarWick avenue, WarWick, rhode island  02889

Linda QuagLieri
a c c o u n t  e x e c u t i v e

lindaq@rhodybeat.com
p 401-732-3100
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Brilliant Basement
Waterproofing, LLC
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       HIC. 0653192  • RI Lic. #43473
CALL US

401-541-5985 ��
 
�
�

401-732-3234    FriendlySeptic.com
24/7 EMERGENCY SERVICE      SERVING ALL OF RHODE ISLAND

HAPPY  LABOR  DAY!

Your Septic Doesn’t Get the Day Off!!
Having a Labor Day Cookout? Your septic system is going to get a 

workout!  If it’s been a while since it was pumped out give us a call.
 

seasons 1-4

STREAMING NOW 
ripbs.org

 PAID POLITICAL ADVERTISEMENT PAID POLITICAL ADVERTISEMENT PAID POLITICAL ADVERTISEMENT PAID POLITICAL ADVERTISEMENT

PAID FOR BY FRIENDS OF ANDREW DIMITRI

September 10, 2024
or vote early at the Johnston Land Trust

August 21-September 9

Say you saw it in the

Johnston
SunRise

“Given that an executive order is now 
in place, the immediate direction is out 
of our direct control and I don’t really 
have a lot to say as a result,” Renzulli 
explained Monday night. “However, I 
strongly encourage anyone who hasn’t 
yet visited these encampments to ar-
range a visit through our police depart-
ment. Seeing it with your own eyes is 
important. The conditions are not only 
heartbreaking but also unsafe, both for 
those living there and for residents in 
surrounding areas.”

Renzulli shared her meeting with God-
frey and Acevedo with the rest of Crans-
ton City Council Monday night (though 
not by name).

“During my visit, I spoke with two 
individuals in one of the encampments 
and discovered that, despite having 
housing vouchers, they weren’t aware of 
the resources available to them and how 
laws had changed regarding Section 8,” 
Renzulli explained. “Life can become 
hard to manage in general for all of us, so 
imagine trying to navigate options while 
living outside, without a computer, and 
without basic stability. In just a brief con-
versation, I was able to guide this couple 

toward accessing housing they didn’t 
realize they were eligible for and we 
talked through some different ideas. It 
became clear to me that there’s a signifi-
cant disconnect.”

New Connections
“Get us out of here,” Acevedo begged 

Dutra. “Every night it’s dangerous.”
“There were two people trying to come 

in here last night,” Godfrey told police. 
“Shining flashlights.”

“Not the police?” asked Dutra.
“No,” Godfrey replied. “Just people.”
“These were just randoms?” He asked.
“The police announce themselves,” 

Acevedo said, with certainty. “They have 
to.”

“You guys know you can always con-
tact us in the middle of the night,” Dutra 
reminded the couple. 

He wrote down his contact informa-
tion and handed it to the pair. 

Dutra has their number; and now they 
have his. 

“This is a ‘judgement free zone,’” Du-
tra told them. “We have no issues … I’m 
going to call the housing office for the 
state to see if we can get these vouchers 
cashed in … You’re on the up and up. 
Heading in the right direction. And that 
makes you eligible to start cashing in 
your voucher.”

� Camps
(Continued from page 10)

NEEDLE CARPET: In the background, Cranston Police Capt. Justin Dutra and 
Special Victims Unit Detective Mike Iacone can be seen visiting a makeshift camp in 
a tunnel behind Cranston Police Headquarters. In the foreground, one of hundreds 
of needles littering the campsite. (Cranston Herald photo by Rory Schuler)
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