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JOHNSTON

By RORY SCHULER

The blocked off Greystone Bridge had no problem 
holding the weight of nearly 100 neighbors, local busi-
ness owners, elected officials and a sizeable Greystone 
Social Club contingent last Wednesday.

Will the bridge come down? And if it does, what will 

the state build in its place?
The state’s Department of Transportation says they’re 

open to a meeting, but bridge demolition plans remain 
underway.

Chris Gosetti, a vocal advocate for re-opening and 
re-building the bridge for vehicular traffic, spoke first 
last Wednesday at a press conference called by local 

legislators and the neighboring social club. 
“Under the (Gov.) Gina Raimondo administration, 

the bridge was on a list of bridges to be rebuilt across 
Rhode Island,” Gosetti told the crowd. He described 
the previously scheduled bridge work.

GRANITEVILLE’S GREYSTONE GRIDLOCK

Bridge presser applies pressure
GO BACK THE WAY YOU CAME: Orange barricades, erected by RI DOT in 2020, block both sides of the Greystone Sluiceway Bridge on the border of Johnston and North 
Providence. Last Wednesday, supporters of reopening and rebuilding the bridge to vehicle traffic met for a rally/press conference. (Beacon Media photos by Rory Schuler)

BRIDGE - PAGE 11■

By RORY SCHULER

Johnston voters will answer several major questions 
on this year’s ballot, which may substantially alter local 
government. 

Six questions were ultimately approved at a Special 
Meeting of Johnston Town Council on July 17. At that 
meeting, the culmination of more than a dozen John-
ston Charter Review Commission meetings were 

strained and concentrated into six ballot questions.
“All 39 cities and towns have local questions on the 

November ballot, and Johnston stands out for propos-
ing some of the most fundamental changes to the struc-
ture of local government,” said John Marion, executive 
director of Common Cause Rhode Island. 

Big questions on the ballot 
Major changes possible in 
Johnston if six town charter 
amendments pass referendum QUESTIONS - PAGE 10■

By RORY SCHULER

In Johnston, nearly one quarter of all stu-
dents are failing to meet expectations, fol-
lowing the release of the latest round of 
Rhode Island Comprehensive Assessment 
System (RICAS) testing results.

In English Language Arts/Literacy (ELA), 
only 27.7% of Johnston’s students are “Meet-
ing or Exceeding Expectations.” And in 
Math, only 20.2% of students are “Meeting 
or Exceeding Expectations.”

“The results of the test scores released to-

day are disappointing,” said Johnston Public 
Schools Superintendent Bernard DiLullo Jr.

Johnston’s school leaders had hoped for 
better scores this round.

“The district has purchased high quality 
curricula that spans grades Kindergarten 
through 12 in both English Language Arts 
and math,” DiLullo explained earlier this 
week. “We have instituted these programs 
over the last four years.”

For ELA, 2023-24 RICAS results show, of 
all Johnston students who took the latest 
round of tests (1,414 students), 23.3% did not 

meet expectations.
“We have reading specialists and math 

interventionists in all schools,” DiLullo said. 
“The administrators in all schools and at the 
district level are participating in focus walks 
where classrooms are observed for fidelity of 
instruction as it relates to the high quality 
curricula materials. Engaged, well behaved 
students and instruction that is executed 
with fidelity has been observed on these 
walks.”

RICAS results in Johnston ‘disappointing’
Town’s test 
scores still 
slightly better 
than state’s

RICAS - PAGE 6■
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Panther of 
the Week

JHS

POTW: This week’s Panther of the Week is Marissa 
Morsilli. Marissa is a freshman at Johnston High School 
and is a member of the Girls Volleyball team. Her 
Coach, Ms. Hanna Awwad, nominated Marissa to rep-
resent Johnston High School at the Rhode Island Inter-
scholastic League Leadership Conference last week. 
Her leadership skills are evident as she has helped the 
Girls Volleyball team vastly improve from last season. 
After high school, Marissa plans to explore careers in 
the FBI. (Photos submitted by Matt Velino, Johnston 
High School Principal)

Editor’s Note: This is the newest installment of an 
ongoing weekly series highlighting Johnston’s amaz-
ing students. Staff at Johnston High School will be 
nominating students and submitting a caption and a 
photo for publication. You’ll find each week’s winning 
Panther on Page 2 of the Johnston Sun Rise. 

Say you saw 
it in the

SunRise
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REPRESENTATIVE

Deborah Fellela
DISTRICT 43  •  JOHNSTON
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DEBORAH FELLELA
Delivering Results for Johnston
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Always involved in the community 
not just at Election Time!

For appointment, call

401-525-6776 

MUSIC STORE

ALL 
MUST 

GO

Guitars, Amps & Supplies
ALL KIND OF COLLECTIBLES

Not just Music
NO REASONABLE 
OFFER REFUSED

Handyman Work Services 
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Medicare Annual Election Period is from October 15 to December 7
Learn more about your Medicare options. Join me for a meeting. An RSVP is required.

A sales person will be present with 
information and applications. For 
accommodation of persons with special 
needs at sales meetings, call the phone 
number above.
For virtual events, you will receive 
information about how to join online 
once we receive your RSVP.

When attending in-person events, all staff and guests are required to follow state and federal COVID-19 safety guidelines.

AN RSVP IS REQUIRED, CALL TODAY. 
Universal Healthcare / Wealth Management

Karen Emma / Joseph Goddard
Email: Healthcare@universalwm.com

Phone: 401-331-7600 x 4
TTY:711
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By ADAM ZANGARI

While much of the state’s attention on road work has 
been on the Washington Bridge, the Rhode Island De-
partment of Transportation has made progress through-
out the year on a number of infrastructure projects in 
the West Bay.

Before 2024 is done, according to RIDOT Chief Public 
Affairs Officer Charles St. Martin, another major devel-
opment will occur — Rt. 295 northbound in between the 
Cranston Canyon and the Route 6 exit in Johnston will 
become three lanes.

The expansion of 295 northbound from two to three 
lanes is part of RIDOT’s larger Route 37 project, and last 
year, the highway from the Rt. 37 on-ramp through the 
canyon was extended to three lanes. At the Route 6 exit, 
the highway becomes three lanes again until its north-
ern terminus in Attleboro.

2025 will be a big year for Rt. 37, as three of the route’s 
major bridges are expected to be finished.  

“The second half of these two bridges [carrying Rt. 37 
over Rt. 295] will be completed by September 2025,” St. 
Martin told the Beacon. “The second half of Rt. 37 over 
Cranston Street will also be completed by September 
2025. The new bridge carrying Rt. 37’s eastbound ramp 
over 295 north will be completed by September 2025 as 
well.”

Completed this year as part of the project were Rt. 
37’s bridges over the Washington Secondary Bike Path 
— which RIDOT is currently repaving as part of an-
other project — and the Rt. 37 westbound off-ramp. 

Much more bridge work in the area lies in RIDOT’s 
future, however.

Earlier this year, RIDOT announced a project, chris-
tened the “I-95 15,” that its website calls the largest de-
sign-build project that the agency has undertaken in its 
history. The project, which focuses on replacing struc-
turally deficient bridges along I-95 and Rt. 10, began last 
month with work on the bridge carrying I-95 over Elm-
wood Ave. in Providence. 

The bridges being replaced stretch from the bridge 
carrying Eddy Street in Providence over I-95 at its 
northern terminus to the bridge carrying I-95 over Jef-
ferson Boulevard in Warwick at its southernmost point. 
Two of those bridges — the one carrying Pontiac Ave-

I-295 to become three 
lanes, other projects 
continue into 2025

INTERSTATE - PAGE 5■

INTERSTATE OF MIND: According to RIDOT Chief 
Public Affairs Officer Charles St. Martin, before 2024 is 
done, Interstate 295 northbound in between the Crans-
ton Canyon and the Route 6 exit in Johnston will be-
come three lanes. (Beacon Media photos by Rory 
Schuler)
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Brilliant Basement
Waterproofing, LLC
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       HIC. 0653192  • RI Lic. #43473
CALL US

401-541-5985 ��
 ­
­�
�

Answer to this 
week’s Puzzle:

 Plow Snow?
Join us this Winter

Rhode Island Department of Transportation
Highway and Bridge Maintenance

360 Lincoln Avenue
Warwick, RI 02888

RIDOT is Accepting Online Applications for Private Contractors

The Rhode Island Department of Transportation is accepting 
online applications from private contractors to assist with 

winter operations on State highways. If you are new to 
RIDOT, please visit the web site below or scan the QR 

code to apply now. If you are a returning contractor with an 
existing Storm Manager account, RIDOT will contact you 

and provide specific instructions for registering this season.

INCENTIVES INCLUDE:

15% EARLY REGISTRATION 
if completed by Friday, November 15, 2024

End of the Winter Season Bonus Payment

Rates vary based upon vehicle weight, equipment and 
accessories. Scan the QR code or visit

www.ridot.net/Winter

By JON ANDERSON
Special to the SunRise

I
t's National Friends of the Library week, Oct. 20 through Oct. 26.

Friends of Libraries are volunteer fundraising groups that advocate for their 
local library. Friends groups often carry out book sales, and may act as the 
nonprofit fundraising arm of their library. Our Friends group advocated for 
our new facility constructed in 2011, ran giant outdoor book sale events, and 
continues to pay for the library's major summer and vacation week perfor-

mances.
If you'd like to help the Friends, visit the library's ongoing book sale, or ask for a 

membership form. You can choose your level of participation, starting at $5. Getting 
involved with the Friends can be a rewarding way to be a part of the Library's work.

The Library will hold special Halloween storytimes for toddlers on Tuesday, Oct. 
29, at 10:30 a.m., and for preschooler age 3-5 on Wednesday, Oct. 30 at 10:30 a.m. On 
Saturday, Nov. 2, we'll host Tri-County's Yoga for kids age 5-12, and chess club for 
kids grades 1 through 5.

On the following week, Nov. 5 & 6, Tuesday and Wednesday at 10:30 a.m., we'll 
have a special guest, Mr. Guitar Man, and a musical family story time, paid for by the 
Friends of the Mohr Public Library.  

The Library will close at noon Nov. 5, Election Day.  The Library is closed Nov. 11 
for Veteran's Day.

Editor’s Note: Jon Anderson serves as Library Director at the Marian J. Mohr Memorial 
Library, 1 Memorial Ave., Johnston, RI 02919. Call the library at 401-231-4980.

MORE AT MOHR LIBRARY

Celebrate National 
Friends of the 
Library Week

CHANGING LANES: According 
to RIDOT Chief Public Affairs Of-
ficer Charles St. Martin, before 
2024 is done, Interstate 295 
northbound in between the Crans-
ton Canyon and the Route 6 exit in 
Johnston will become three lanes. 
(Beacon Media photos by Rory 
Schuler)

nue over Route 10 and the Jefferson 
Boulevard bridge — are scheduled for 
work to begin next year.

The project as a whole is expected to 
continue through 2031, though work in 
Warwick and Cranston will likely be 
done before the rest of the project, as 
work on the other two bridges in the 
cities — the one carrying Park Avenue 
over a Rt. 10 on-ramp and carrying I-95 
over the Pawtuxet River — is expected 
to begin in late 2026 and 2027, respec-
tively.

2024 will also mark the completion of 
a major project in Warwick — the Air-
port Connector beautification project, 
which St. Martin said will officially be 
finished in November.

In addition to work along the connec-
tor, most notably the installation of two 
signs reading “Rhode Island T.F. Green 
International Airport” along I-95 by the 
exit, the project also included the repav-
ing of portions of Post Road in front of 
the airport. The final step, St. Martin 
said, is additional landscaping work. 

Currently, plans for an expansion of 
the T.F. Green train station are still being 
reviewed by Amtrak, which has been 
officially reviewing the plans since Jan-
uary.

The expansion would allow the sta-
tion, which currently is only part of the 
MBTA Commuter Rail, to have Amtrak 
trains stop as well, adding it to the sta-
tions that are part of the Northeast Cor-
ridor. It would be the third of those sta-
tions connecting the corridor to an in-
ternational airport, alongside stations at 
Newark International Airport and Balti-
more/Washington International Thur-
good Marshall Airport.

■ Interstate
(Continued from page 4)
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TOWN  OF  JOHNSTON
STATE OF RHODE ISLAND 

Providence, SC.

BY:  Vincent P. Baccari, Jr., Town Clerk, of the Town of Johnston, Rhode Island

NOVEMBER 5, 2024 GENERAL ELECTION
scheduled for Tuesday, November 5, 2024.   

This Greeting serves to notify and warn the Electors and Qualified Voters of the 
Town of Johnston to meet in ELECTIVE MEETINGS at their respective voting 
places, to wit, for the following purpose

NOVEMBER 5, 2024 GENERAL ELECTION
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 5, 2024

7:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.
 WHERE THE POLLS WILL OPEN AT 7:00 A.M. AND CLOSE AT 8:00 
P.M. ON TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 5, 2024.

 NOW THEREFORE, in accordance with the provisions of said Section, the 
electors qualified to vote in said General Election in the Town of Johnston, are 
hereby warned and notified to assemble on said date and record their vote for:

A PRESIDENT AND A VICE-PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF 
AMERICA

A REPRESENTATIVE TO REPRESENT THE 2nd CONGRESSIONAL 
DISTRICT IN THE STATE OF R. I. IN THE 119TH CONGRESS OF THE 
UNITED STATES.

A SENATOR TO REPRESENT THE STATE OF RHODE ISLAND IN THE 
119TH CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES.

A SENATOR FROM THE 25TH SENATORIAL DISTRICT AND A SENATOR 
FROM THE 7TH  SENATORIAL DISTRICT AND A  REPRESENTATIVE 
FROM THE 13TH, 42nd, 43rd, AND 44TH  REPRESENTATIVE DISTRICTS 
TO REPRESENT THIS TOWN IN THE NEXT GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF 
SAID STATE.

TO VOTE TO APPROVE OR REJECT THE FOLLOWING PROPOSITIONS 
AS ATTACHED HERETO TO WIT:

AND FOR THE TRANSACTION OF SUCH OTHER BUSINESS AS MAY 
LEGALLY COME BEFORE SUCH DISTRICT MEETING.

TOWN OF JOHNSTON VOTING LOCATIONS

The Board of Canvassers of the Town of Johnston will use the following Polling 
Locations for Town Precincts  

PRECINCT 1601 WINSOR HILL ELEMENTARY SCHOOL GYMNASIUM, 100 THERESA ST.

PRECINCT 1602 SIMMONS VILLAGE COMMUNITY HALL, 339 SIMMONSVILLE AVE.

PRECINCT 1603  RAINONE GYMNASIUM, 45 MILL ST.

PRECINCT 1604 N. A. FERRI MIDDLE SCHOOL GYMNASIUM, 10 MEMORIAL AVE.

PRECINCT 1605 IUOE LOCAL 57, 873 CENTRAL AVE.

PRECINCT 1606  N. A. FERRI MIDDLE SCHOOL CAFETERIA, RIGHT-SIDE, 10 MEMORIAL AVE.

PRECINCT 1607 AIME J. FORAND COMMUNITY HALL, 8 FORAND CIRCLE

PRECINCT 1608  N. A. FERRI MIDDLE SCHOOL CAFETERIA, LEFT-SIDE, 10 MEMORIAL AVE.

PRECINCT 1609  GRANITEVILLE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL CAFETERIA, 6 COLLINS AVE.

PRECINCT 1610   SARAH DYER BARNES SCHOOL CAFETERIA, 24 BARNES AVE.

PRECINCT 1611  JOHNSTON SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL CAFETERIA, 345 CHERRY HILL RD.

PRECINCT 1612  BROWN AVENUE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL CAFETERIA, 14 BROWN AVE.

The polls will open at 7:00 a.m. and close at 8:00 p.m.   

Given under my hand and the seal of said Town of Johnston, this 24th day of 
October, A.D., 2024.
       

……………………………………………
Vincent P. Baccari, Jr., Town Clerk

Johnston Police Log
LARCENY

Around 12:15 p.m. on Aug. 30, Johnston Police Ptlm. Robert Cardoza Jr. responded 
to BJ’s Wholesale Club, 200 Stonehill Dr., for a report of shoplifting. Security camera 
footage from Aug. 20, 25, and 28 revealed “a dark skinned mid 30s male” loading 
items into a cart and walking past the register. The stolen items totaled $17,180.67.

Around 1:20 p.m. on Aug. 31, Ptlm. Zachary Morin and several other officers re-
sponded to BJ’s for a larceny that had just occurred. Store personnel said the alleged 
suspect was in the parking lot loading stolen items into his car. After the store man-
ager identified the suspect, Officer Morin arrested Huhendi Barona De Los Santos, 
51, of 412 Hartford Ave., Providence, and took him to Johnston Police Headquarters, 
where was charged with Larceny Over $1,500.

He was charged with an additional three counts for the Aug. 20, 25, and 28 inci-
dents. He was released on $15,000 personal recognizance with a 6th District Court 
pre-arraignment conference date in November.

DRUG POSSESSION
At 5:10 p.m. on Aug. 30, Johnston Police Ptlm. Aaron Blanco observed a grey 

Honda Accord traveling westbound on Putnam Avenue. Police identified the driver 
as Jesus Berrio, 23, of 64 Serrel Sweet Road, Johnston.

According to police, Berrio had an active warrant from East Providence Police 
Department for two counts of Obstructing a Police Officer.

When Berrio was being processed at police headquarters, a bag of “suspected co-
caine was discovered wedged between his groin and thigh,” according to the arrest 
report.

The suspected cocaine tested positive for cocaine and crack cocaine. He was 
charged with Possession of Schedule I-V (over 10 Grams) and Driving in Possession 
of Controlled Substances.

DUI
Around 5 a.m. on Sept. 29, Johnston Police Ptlm. Richard Xon responded to the 

area of Interstate 295 southbound and Greenville Avenue in reference to a motor 
vehicle facing north on the I-295 southbound on-ramp. He tried to make contact with 
the driver who was sleeping with the vehicle’s engine on. He then broke the passen-
ger side window with the back-side of his pocket knife and unlocked the car door. 
The driver woke up and complied with Xon’s orders to turn off the vehicle and step 
outside.

The driver was identified as Anthony Matos Vega, 41, of 327 Grove St., Woon-
socket. According to the officer, Vega’s breath smelled like alcohol, his eyes appeared 
to be “bloodshot/watery,” and his speech was allegedly slurred. Vega consented to 
standardized field sobriety tests, including a Horizontal Gaze Nystagmus, Walk and 
Turn, and One Leg Stand. Xon concluded that Vega was operating his vehicle under 
the influence.

Vega was processed at Johnston police headquarters and charged with DUI of Li-
quor or Drugs (1st offense, blood alcohol content unknown) and Refusal to submit a 
Chemical Test.

DRIVING WITH SUSPENDED LICENSE 
On Oct. 12 at 1:40 p.m., Johnston Police observed Scott Mcdermott, 53, of 23 Para-

dise Lane, Johnston speeding and not wearing a seatbelt. An officer stopped him in 
the parking lot of Atwood Grill, 1413 Atwood Ave. and discovered that he had an 
active Bench Warrant and that his driver’s license was inactive.

He was issued a traffic summons for No Seat Belt – Operator and Driving with 
Suspended License – 2nd Offense.

WARRANT ARREST
At 9:16 a.m., Oct. 20, Cranston Police Officers arrested Nathan Vanasse, 34, of 3 

Betsy Williams Circle, Johnston, for an active Bench Warrant. The arrest was the re-
sult of a motor vehicle crash at 241 Main St., Cranston. Vanasse was transported to 
the ACI, according to Cranston Police.

WARRANT ARREST
Around 12:59 p.m., Oct. 18, Cranston Police Officers arrested Diego Rancano, 36, 

of 1224 Cranston St., Cranston, for an arrest and affidavit warrant out of Johnston 
Police Department. The arrest was the result of a motor vehicle stop in the area of 
Budlong Road and Baldino Drive. Rancano was transferred over to Johnston Police, 
according to Cranston Police. 

EDITOR’S NOTE: The preceding police log information has been taken from public record 
police incident and arrest reports provided by the Johnston Police Department and other local 
law enforcement agencies.

For Math, 2023-24 RICAS results 
show 21.3% of Johnston’s students did 
not meet expectations.

“Screening, interventions, and prog-
ress monitoring is being done at set in-
tervals throughout the year,” according 
to DiLullo. “High Quality Professional 
Development is offered five times a year 
and all our teachers are participating in 
the science of reading training to meet 
the state mandate for 2025. We antici-
pated a better outcome this year as a 

result of these academic initiatives and 
will continue to analyze where students 
had challenges on the tests and focus 
our instruction on these areas. We will 
continue to strive for student success at 
all levels.”

Johnston’s performance, however, 
out-performed the Ocean State’s state-
wide RICAS results.

State-wide, 23.6% of Rhode Island’s 
students are not meeting expectations in 
Math, and 26.5% of the state’s students 
are not meeting expectations in ELA, 
according to results posted on the 
Rhode Island Department of Educa-
tion’s (RIDE) Assessment Data Portal. 

■ RICAS
(Continued from page 1)

Got something to sell???

Advertise in the Classifieds!
Call Ida today

732-3100
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Warwick Beacon
•

Cranston Herald
•

Johnston SunRise

Beacon
Media
401-732-3100

1. Property taxes, homeowners’ insurance, and home maintenance required. The home must be your primary residence. 
2. Consult a fi nancial advisor and appropriate government agencies for any e� ect on taxes or government benefi ts.
Branch O�  ce: 1 International Blvd, Suite 900 Mahwah, NJ 07495. NMLS #957935. Licensed by Rhode Island Third Party 
Loan Servicer License 20193879LS, Rhode Island Lender License 20153084LL, MA Debt Collector License DC957935, 
Mortgage Lender License, with reverse mortgage authority ML 957935.

Rewriting the 
Rules of
Retirement
Retirement comes with more time for 
the things you love. A reverse mortgage
can help you fund them.

Pay o�  your existing mortgage to 
eliminate monthly payments 1

Get additional income tax-free cash 
to use for what matters most 2

Continue to own your home just like a
traditional mortgage

NMLS #595725

Contact Carol Miller, your local
Reverse Mortgage Specialist.

(401) 406-1247  (Cell)
carol.miller@longbridge-fi nancial.com

By MAURIZIO MARCHESE
Special to the SunRise

In a heartwarming display of uni-
ty and shared purpose, the Johnston 
community has come together to 
establish the Johnston Senior Pro-
vider Collaboration Committee 
(JSPCC). Spearheaded by senior 
leadership at the Johnston Senior 
Center Richard DelFino, executive 
director, and Robert Piscione, oper-
ations manager, the JSPCC is a tes-
tament to the collective vision and 
commitment of Johnston’s senior 
care providers to improve the qual-
ity of life for older adults.

This unique committee was 
founded by four key figures in the 
senior care industry: Maurizio Mar-
chese (Morgan Rehabilitation & 
Healthcare Center), Michael Man-
gasarian (The Bridge at Cherry 
Hill), Jennifer Cardullo Burns (An-
chor Bay at Pocasset), and Loraine 
DiLorenzo (Cherry Hill Manor). 
The JSPCC aims to not only orga-
nize events for the community but 
also to strengthen the bonds among 
providers, caregivers, and residents. 
This new chapter in Johnston’s his-
tory is defined by compassion, col-
laboration, and a commitment to 
making sure no one faces life’s chal-
lenges alone.

The Birth of an Idea: How Bocce 
Brought a Community Together

The idea for this committee 
emerged from the heartwarming 
success of the first annual Bocce 
Tournament & Award Ceremony in 
2024. Conceived by Marchese and 
Mangasarian, the event not only 
brought the sport of bocce to the 
forefront but also showcased the 

true spirit of unity that defines 
Johnston. Community members, se-
nior sponsors, and families all came 
together in a remarkable show of 
support for one another. It was in 
this moment that the seeds for the 
JSPCC were planted, igniting a vi-
sion for a formal collaboration 
among the area’s senior care pro-
viders.

DelFino, a proud Johnston native, 
saw the power in what had been 
achieved. He called forth the four 
founding board members Mar-
chese, Mangasarian, Burns, and 
DiLorenzo to formalize the group 
and take the next step in bringing 
the senior community even closer. 
Together, they realized that by pool-
ing their talents, resources, and col-
lective commitment, they could do 
so much more for the elderly popu-
lation and their families.

Meet the Committee: Champions 
of Senior Care

Every member of the JSPCC car-
ries a story that fuels their dedica-
tion to senior care.

Michael Mangasarian, sales and 
marketing director at The Bridge at 
Cherry Hill. With over 10 years of 
experience in the Senior Living in-
dustry, Michael’s career was in-
spired by his personal journey with 
his grandmothers, whom he lost at 
a young age. His grandmother Mar-
go, diagnosed with cancer, spent 
the last year of her life with his fam-
ily. As a child, Michael witnessed 
his mother’s dedication, having 
spent over three decades in assisted 
living, and learned the beauty that 
can exist at the end of life.

Michael’s passion has turned se-
nior care from a career into a life-

style, and his commitment to im-
proving the industry has led him to 
serve on several boards throughout 
the assisted living profession. His 
aim is to ensure that seniors not 
only receive care but experience a 
rich, fulfilling chapter of life, filled 
with intellectual engagement, pas-
sion, and hope for a better tomor-
row.

Loraine DiLorenzo, director of 
sales and marketing at Cherry Hill 
Manor, brings 14 years of experi-
ence to the Johnston Senior Provid-
er Collaboration Committee. Hav-
ing begun her journey as an activity 
assistant, Loraine has held various 
roles at Cherry Hill Manor, eventu-
ally stepping into the position of 
activity department manager. Her 
passion for enriching the lives of 
seniors is reflected in her hands-on 
work within the community, from 
conducting painting classes at the 
Johnston Senior Center to support-
ing fundraising efforts across inde-
pendent living and assisted living 
centers, as well as church groups.

During the COVID-19 pandemic, 
Loraine found deep fulfillment in 
maintaining connections with resi-
dents, providing vital support dur-
ing a difficult time. As the world 
transitioned into a post pandemic, 
so did Loraine, moving back into 
business development where she 
continues to foster strong relation-
ships within the community and 
the senior care industry. Her pas-
sion for serving seniors remains the 
core of her work, and she treasures 
the relationships built with those 
dedicated to improving the lives of 
older adults.

Johnston Senior Provider Collaboration Committee 
launches to serve and strengthen local families 

THE JSPCC: The Johnston Senior Provider Collaboration Committee (JSPCC) has been established. From left 
to right, (back row) Robert Piscione, Richard DelFino, and Maurizio Marchese; (front row) Loraine DiLorenzo, 
Michael Mangasarian, and Jennifer Cardullo Burns. (Photo courtesy Maurizio Marchese)

A Community United

JSPCC - PAGE 13■
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Department of Transportation 
Two Capitol Hill 
Providence, RI 02903

401-222-2450 
www.ridot.net

The Rhode Island Department of Transportation (RIDOT) will replace the I-95 bridge northbound over 
Elmwood Avenue on the weekend of November 1st and November 8th using rapid bridge construction.  
During this operation, I-95 northbound at Elmwood Avenue will be reduced to two lanes. The bridge 
replacement will start at 8 p.m. Friday night and re-open at 5 a.m. on Monday morning for the morning 
commute. Travelers are advised to expect delays and plan alternate routes.  More information and detour 
maps can be found at: www.ridot.net.

I-95 NORTH OVER ELMWOOD AVE
WEEKEND CLOSURES

DETOUR 
AHEAD

Jennifer Cardullo Burns, director of 
sales and marketing at Anchor Bay at 
Pocasset, has been immersed in the 
health care industry since high school. 
Beginning her career as a CNA, she has 
worked in various areas of senior care, 
including nursing homes, assisted liv-
ing, home care, and hospice. Health care 
runs deep in her family. Both of her par-
ents, Joann and Paul Cardullo, were pio-
neers in the industry, with her father 
serving as an executive director and her 
mother as both an executive director and 
a nurse in various communities in Rhode 
Island, Massachusetts and Connecticut.

Jennifer took a short interim from 
health care and became a successful edu-
cator and business owner in the cosme-
tology industry. However, after the birth 
of her second daughter, she decided to 
return to health care, where her heart 
truly lies. When asked why, she explains, 
“I love meeting people and learning 
their stories. Being part of their new 
journey as a resource gives me a sense of 
fulfillment.” With over 14 years of expe-
rience in her current role in the senior 
care industry, Jennifer now serves on 
multiple committees and boards, mak-
ing a meaningful impact on the seniors 
and communities she serves.

Maurizio Marchese, director of admis-
sions and marketing at Morgan Rehabili-
tation and Healthcare Center, joined the 
health care industry in 2020 during the 
height of COVID-19, initially as a health 
care recruiter. With over 10 years of prior 

experience in sales and marketing in the 
fashion industry, Maurizio brought his 
expertise to health care, driven by a pas-
sion to promote senior care and health.

As a Sicilian immigrant, Maurizio’s 
upbringing was rooted in the European 
culture of family, values, and tradition. 
After losing his mother at the age of 23, 
he became the primary caregiver for his 
father, who suffered from dementia for 
over seven years. In 2024, Maurizio 
joined Morgan Rehabilitation & Health-
care Center, working alongside adminis-
trator Robert Sechio to fulfill their shared 
vision of helping seniors and supporting 
their families. His personal experience as 
a caregiver allows him to connect with 
families on a deeper level, ensuring that 
loved ones receive the compassionate 
care they deserve.

The JSPCC Mission
At the heart of JSPCC is a shared vi-

sion: to bring together the senior care 
providers of Johnston, unite them with 
the community, and ensure that no one 
in need is left behind. As families face 
the daunting challenges of aging, wheth-
er it’s managing health, long-term care 
decisions, or simply finding the right 
resources, the JSPCC aims to serve as a 
guiding light.

This committee is more than just a 
professional alliance, it’s a family of 
caregivers, advocates, and supporters. 
Their core values focus on bringing the 
community together, empowering fami-
lies with knowledge and support, and 
reminding everyone that no one must 
navigate the journey of senior care alone.

“The values and strengths of the 
JSPCC extend beyond organizing 

events,” said DelFino. “We want to unite 
people from all walks of life, fostering a 
city where we look after one another and 
provide resources to serve those in 
need.”

Brunch with Santa: The JSPCC’s First 
Community Event

As the holiday season approaches, the 
JSPCC is proud to announce its inaugu-
ral community event, Brunch with San-
ta, on Dec. 14 from 11:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. at 
the Johnston Senior Center. This festive 
event is more than just a holiday gather-
ing. It’s an opportunity for the entire 
community to come together and cele-
brate the spirit of the season while learn-
ing about important resources available 
to support seniors and families.

Attendees will be treated to an array of 
family-friendly activities, including live 
North Pole animals, arts and crafts, and 
the chance to meet Santa and Mrs. Claus. 
Children can have their photos taken on 
Santa’s lap (free of charge using their 
own phones) and receive their first gift 
of the season. Local gourmet chefs will 
provide delicious food and seasonal 
drinks, ensuring the event is as festive as 
it is informative.

In addition to the holiday cheer, there 
will be booths offering valuable informa-
tion on a wide range of services, includ-
ing Home Care, Hospice, Asset Manage-
ment, and Senior Planning. The JSPCC 
hopes that this event will not only bring 
joy to the community but also serve as a 
platform to connect people with resourc-
es that can enhance their lives and the 
lives of their loved ones.

“We invite everyone to come out, en-
joy the festivities, and learn more about 
the services available to help you and 

your family,” said Marchese. “This event 
is about giving back to the community 
and ensuring everyone feels supported, 
especially during the holiday season.”

A Call to the Community
The JSPCC’s journey is just beginning, 

and they are eager to continue growing 
their efforts to serve Johnston’s seniors 
and families. The success of the Bocce 
Tournament ignited a spark, but the 
JSPCC’s vision extends far beyond a 
single event. They aim to foster an ongo-
ing connection within the community, 
bridging the gap between providers, 
families, and seniors themselves.

The JSPCC invites local businesses, 
senior care providers, and community 
members to get involved whether 
through sponsorship, participation, or 
simply by attending upcoming events. 
Together, the people of Johnston can cre-
ate a network of care and support that 
ensures no one is left behind.

For sponsorship opportunities or to 
learn more about the JSPCC’s future 
events, please contact the Johnston Se-
nior Center at (401) 944-3343.

Through the efforts of Marchese, Man-
gasarian, DelFino, Burns, DiLorenzo, 
and Piscione, the Johnston community is 
embarking on a new chapter of collabo-
ration and compassion. At its core, the 
JSPCC is about lifting each other up, en-
suring that as we care for our seniors, we 
strengthen the bonds that make John-
ston a thriving and united community.

Editor’s Note: Maurizio Marchese is the 
Director of Admissions at Morgan Rehab & 
Healthcare Center, 80 Morgan Ave., John-
ston. 

■ JSPCC
(Continued from page 7)

By RORY SCHULER

Earlier this week, Johnston Public Schools celebrated a milestone in the construction 
of the town’s newest school building.

“The final beam was put into place at this morning’s Johnston Elementary School 
Topping Off Ceremony,” Johnston schools posted on social media Tuesday evening. 
“The new school, which is slated to be ready by the fall of 2026, is right next door to 
Johnston Senior High School, the Johnston Soccer Complex and the Indoor Recreation 
Center.”

Johnston Mayor Joseph M. Polisena Jr. addressed the crowd.
“When this project was envisioned, we were living in a different world than what 

we see today,” he said. “Interest rates were low, materials were affordable and labor 
prices were manageable. Then, COVID upended everything. Low interest rates almost 
tripled, supply chain issues yielded astronomical price increases and a mass exodus in 
the labor market caused unimaginable delays.”

Town and school officials also plan to build a new high school. Some elected offi-
cials, including the president of Town Council, Robert Russo, however, think the new 

Beaming with pride
New elementary school’s coming along, 

projected to open in 2026

TOPPING OFF: Johnston Superintendent of Schools Dr. Bernard DiLullo (2nd from 
Left) served as the Master of Ceremony. He is pictured here, holding a beam mo-
mento, with JHS athletic director Justin Erickson, Assistant Superintendent Edda 
Carmadello and JHS Principal Matt Velino. (Photos courtesy Johnston Schools)

BEAM - PAGE 11■
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John Howell, Publisher Emeritus

Voters will soon be tasked with a decision that Rhode 
Islanders face every 10 years. Should the state convene 
a Constitutional Convention to ponder amendments to 
the state Constitution?

Rhode Island is only one of five states in the nation 
that gives voters a regular chance to do so, but it hasn’t 
actually seized the opportunity since 1986, after voting 
in approval of convening a convention during the 1984 
election.

We think it is important to outline the facts of what a 
Constitutional Convention would actually mean if 
Rhode Islanders opt to do so for the first time in 40 
years.

If voters approve Question 1 in November, it will trig-
ger a special elec-
tion in 2025 to 
elect 75 conven-
tion delegates 
representing all 
of Rhode Island’s 
House of Repre-

sentative districts. Those delegates would then be 
tasked over the course of the next year to pass proposed 
amendments to the state Constitution, which would 
then be voted on by the residents of Rhode Island like 
any other ballot initiative that is passed by the General 
Assembly.

So what are the pros and cons of doing so?
It depends largely on a number of variables, unfortu-

nately.
Those in favor of holding a convention say that it is a 

way to streamline long-sought-after changes that have 
never been able to make it through the traditional legis-
lative process. Initiatives such as the creation of an in-
dependent Inspector General to provide a hawk-eyed 
analysis of the state’s spending — a goal of Rhode Is-
land Republicans for years that has never materialized 
— is a good example. Another would be uniform term 
limits for members of the legislature, which is some-
thing you can imagine would not likely be brought 
forth by those same legislators.

But opponents to the convention concept, like the 
Rhode Island ACLU and several labor unions, fear that 
the opportunities for widespread constitutional change 
carry an inherent risk of special-interest groups usurp-
ing the process and enacting unpopular changes that 
jeopardize civil liberties.

They point to the last time a convention was con-
vened, which resulted in more than a dozen proposed 
amendments that put the burden on residents to read 
long-winded ballot questions, sometimes wrapped in 
multiple layers of nuance, that could hide a harmful 
change within the scope of a more attractive one. For 
example, they argue a ballot question in 1986 included 
a “free speech” provision that actually, in practice, 
would prohibit access to abortion.

The fear is that in today’s polarized political climate, 
similar provisions would be included within proposed 
amendments to discriminate against people in the LG-
BTQ community, limit access to and protections for safe 
abortions, and inject other political red meat seen in 
national politics into our state’s politics.

Whether or not you think that is worth the risk large-
ly comes down to your own political views and how 
much you trust the voting populace at large to under-
stand and competently decide on the amendments that 
are ultimately brought forth from the convention.

The estimates of how much such an endeavor would 
cost have been announced to be between $2.6 million 
and $4.6 million which, if we’re speaking bluntly, is a 
drop in the bucket for a state budget that neared $14 
billion in FY25. While anyone can make a “nickels and 
dimes” argument against any initiative they want, it 
doesn’t seem to hold water when considering some-
thing as infrequent and potentially impactful as a Con-
stitutional Convention.

The real question voters should ask themselves is 
whether or not they believe the current legislative pro-
cess is enough to enact the kinds of changes they want 
to see in the state, and whether they trust the current 
batch of legislators charged with working that process, 
or if they’d prefer to have a new batch of 75 different 
people to do so, and do so in a significantly accelerated 
time frame.

Ultimately, it should not be lost that at the end of the 
day, the people of Rhode Island have the final say to 
vote for or against any constitutional amendment that 
is brought forth. Even if the fears come to pass that 
harmful amendments make it to the ballot, in theory, 
the majority of Rhode Island’s voters and their political 
desires should rule, just the same as they do in any 
other election.

Are the fears over Question 1 
warranted?
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LegaL Notices
the date of the sale. Beginning with 
the seventh (7th) month forward, an 
additional one percent (1%) of the 
purchase price for each succeeding 
month will be added, together will all 
charges lawfully added for interven-
ing taxes plus interest thereon at a 
rate of one percent (1%) per month 
and expenses assessed after the 
Collector's Sale.

 Pursuant to Rhode Island Gen-
eral Laws Section 44-9-21, if the 
real estate in which you have a 
substantial interest is purchased 
by someone other than the Town of 
Johnston, you may redeem the real 
estate by paying or tendering to the 
purchaser or his or her legal repre-
sentatives, assigns or to the person 
or persons to whom assignment of 
the tax title has been made by the 
Town of Johnston, or the Treasurer, 
the original sum and any intervening 
taxes having been paid to the munic-
ipality plus interest thereon at a rate 
of one percent (1%) per month and 
costs, plus a penalty as provided in 
Rhode Island General laws Section 
44-9-19, or in the case of an as-
signee of a tax title from the Town of 
Johnston, the amount stated in the 
instrument of assignment, plus the 
above-mentioned penalty.

 The right of redemption may be 
exercised only by those entitled to 
notice of the Sale pursuant to Rhode 
Island General Laws Section 44-9-
10 and Section 44-9-11, and may 
be exercised at any time prior to the 
entry of Final Judgment in an action 
to foreclose the right of redemption 
filed pursuant to Rhode Island Gen-
eral Law Section 44-9-25. You are 
encouraged to review Rhode Island 
General Laws pertaining to tax sales 
and/or consult with an attorney con-
cerning you rights.

Joseph Chiodo
Finance Collector/Director

10/24, 10/31, 11/7/24

Plan submission of a Major Land 
Development.  AP 8 Lots 1 and 
276 a Planned Development Con-
tinuing Care Retirement Commu-
nity (PD-CCRC)

PB 23- 12 – Zoning Update.  Dis-
cussion and review of draft zon-
ing ordinance.  Major restructur-
ing of the ordinance was required 
because of the changes and the 
failure to update the ordinance 
over the past years when changes 
were made to state law.

IV. NEW BUSINESS
 Approval of Calander Year 
2025-Schedule 

PB 24-26 – 101 Irons Avenue AP 
35 Lot 185.  Advisory opinion on 
the donation of this parcel to the 
Town.

PB 24-28 – Johnston High School 
345 Cherry Hill Road AP 47 lot 9.  
A Public Hearing on a Master Plan 
submission of a Major Land De-
velopment with Unified Develop-
ment Review to build a new high 
school. Zoned R-20 and R-40. 

PB 24-31- Advisory Opinion on 
the request to Rezone 2697 Hart-
ford Avenue from R-40 to B-2.   
A.P. 57 Lot 170.

V.  COMPREHENSIVE PLAN
 Affordable Housing Element, 
Stormwater Management element

VI. ADMINISTRATIVE REPORT& 
SPECIAL ITEMS
 MS4-Public Hearing- Set Date

VII.  ADJOUNMENT 

•	 The	Planning	Board	Agenda	and	Minutes	
are	 available	 for	 review	 at	 https://clerkshq.
com/johnston-ri	 or	 Monday	 through	 Friday	
between	8:00	a.m.	and	3:00	p.m.	at	the	Plan-
ning	Office,	100	Irons	Avenue,	Johnston.

•	 Items	 not	 heard	 by	 9:00	 p.m.	 may	 be	
continued	 to	 the	 next	 Regular	 Meeting	 or	
a	 special	 meeting	 at	 the	 discretion	 of	 the	
Board.

•	 Facilities	are	handicap	accessible.	Inter-
preter	services	may	be	requested	from	TTD	
(401)	792-9642	at	least	72	hours	in	advance.

10/24/24

Public Auction
Legal Notice

To: Ronald Baker 5001 Cypress 
Creek Ave Tuscaloosa,Al, Lend-
ing Club Corp PO Box 729 
Wilmington,OH .A public auction will 
be held at 100 South st Johnston  
RI on November 2,2024 at 900 am. 
The vehicle a 2016 Toyota 5TFDW-
5F18GX525225 belonging to the 
above. the auction being held is to 
satisfy towing and storage fees.  

10/24/24

nicipal Court Building, 1600 Atwood 
Avenue, Johnston, RI on November 
12, 2024 at 7:00 p.m.  
The purpose of the Public Hearing is 
to consider the following applications 
for liquor license renewals:

2024-2025 Licenses

Class A Liquor Store
G & S Liquors, Inc.
d/b/a Johnston Fine Wine Beer & Spirits
2951 Hartford Avenue
Knight’s Wine & Spirits, Inc.
d/b/a Knights Liquor Warehouse
1450 Hartford Avenue 
Market Beer Wine Spirits, LLC
d/b/a Market Fine Wine & Spirits
11 Commerce Way  
Tri Town Liquor, Inc.
d/b/a Tri Town Wine & Spirits
39 Putnam Pike
 
Class B Limited
Baja’s Tex Mex Express, LLC
d/b/a Baja’s Grill Express
1412 Atwood Avenue

Class BYOB
Cafe Vino
235 Greenville Avenue 
 
Class BV- Full
101 Bar & Grill, Inc.
d/b/a Bar 101, Ste 103,104,105
1478 Atwood Avenue
A Center Stage Co, LLC
d/b/a The78 Pub at This Guy’s Pizza
80 Greenville Avenue
Fried Holdings, LLC.
d/b/a Mr. Biggs Saloon
1463A Atwood Avenue
A Taste of Italy Deli & Café LLC d/b/a
A Taste of Italy Deli & Café
1302 Atwood Avenue
AGZ Enterprises, Inc
d/b/a Escada Restaurant and Bar
39 Putnam Avenue #3&4
An-Jon, Inc.
d/b/a Johna’s
659 Killingly Street
Atwood Pizza, LLC d/b/a Bar Lino
1395 Atwood Avenue
Chipotle Mexican Grill of Colorado, LLC
d/b/a Chipotle Mexican Grill
1386 Atwood Avenue
Choummaly, LLC
d/b/a Bangkok Republik
1369 Hartford Avenue
Coliseum Sports Bar & Grille, Inc.
d/b/a J.J. Coliseum
23 Greenville Avenue
Copperfield’s, Inc 
d/b/a Copperfield’s Bar & Grill
678 Killingly Street

CW Building, LLC
d/b/a Run-Em-Racks, Bar & Grill & 
Billiards
928 Plainfield Street
DNS, Inc.
d/b/a Red Ginger Restaurant
560 Killingly Street
Duffs, LLC 
d/b/a Dr. Duffs Lost and Found Project
198 Putnam Pike
El Paisano Panaderia & Restaurante, LLC
d/b/a El Paisano Panaderia & Restaurante
928 Plainfield Street
Emmily’s, LLC
d/b/a Emmily’s Family Style Restaurant
103 Putnam Avenue
F. Saia Restaurants, LLC.
d/b/a Pat’s Italian Restaurant
1200 Hartford Avenue
Family Dining Restaurant, Inc.
d/b/a Uncle Tony’s Pizza & Pasta
46 Putnam Pike 
Hei Palace, Inc.
d/b/a Hei Place
1 Commerce Way, Unit E
HNR, LLC.
d/b/a Sura Restaurant
300 George Waterman Road
JJ Group, Inc
d/b/a Bon Asian Bistro
1386 Atwood Avenue
J. Palmieri Pizzeria & Ice Cream, Inc
d/b/a J. Palmieri Pizzeria
1999 Plainfield Pike
JJ & AH, LLC d/b/a
The Punjab Indian Cuisine
1565 Plainfield Pike
Luigi’s Gourmet Express, Inc.
d/b/a Luigi’s Gourmet Express
1359 Hartford Avenue 
Parsadanyan Enterprises, LLC
d/b/a Pizza Palace
1587 Plainfield Pike
Pizzeria Romana Corp
d/b/a Pizzeria Romana
1571 Atwood Avenue
Roman Enterprise, Inc.
d/b/a Atwood Grill
1413 Atwood Avenue  
Rosa Mia Restorante, Inc.
d/b/a Silvio’s Restaurant & Bar
133 Greenville Avenue
Strings Bar & Grill, LLC
d/b/a Strings Bar & Grill
183 George Waterman Road  
TCP Enterprises, LLC
d/b/a The Ave Bar & Grill
1428 Hartford Avenue
The Chicken Coop Kitchen & Bar, LLC
d/b/a The Chicken Coop Kitchen & Bar
1463 Atwood Avenue, Units E & F
Torre Corp III
d/b/a Trattoria Romana
1571 Atwood Avenue

Viva Mexico Restaurant, LLC
d/b/a Viva Mexico Restaurant
1031 Plainfield Street, Ste 6 
Bishop Hill Tavern
2868 Hartford Avenue
Cherry Hill Grille
223 B Greenville Avenue
Fu Ming Chinese Restaurant, Inc.
9 Greenville Avenue  
Murphy Holdings, LLC d/b/a Reali’s Fine 
Italian Cuisine Restaurant
79 Putnam Avenue

Class C- Club
ArtJim, LLC
d/b/a Dad’s Place
1465 Atwood Avenue

Class D- Club 
Maria SS Della Difesa Society
15 Lafayette Street

Individuals requesting Interpreter 
service for the hearing impaired 
must notify the Office of the Town 
Clerk seventy-two (72) hours in ad-
vance of the meeting date at 351-
6618.

Per Order 
Robert V. Russo, President
Johnston Town Council

10/24, 10/31/24

TOWN OF JOHNSTON
OFFICE OF THE 

TAX COLLECTOR

COLLECTOR'S SALE
OF REAL ESTATE FOR

TAXES DUE AND
UNPAID

Johnston Municipal Court
1600 Atwood Avenue
Johnston, RI 02919
November 14, 2024

 The undersigned, Finance Di-
rector/Collector of the Town of 
Johnston, hereby gives notice that 
he will sell at public auction to the 
highest bidder at the Johnston Mu-
nicipal Court, 1600 Atwood Avenue, 
Johnston, Rhode Island 02919, on 
Thursday, November 14, 2024 at 
10:00 a.m., the various parcels of 
real estate or so much thereof as 
may be necessary to pay the taxes 
which constitute a lien thereon set 
forth in the original advertisement of  
October 17, 2024  in THE SUNRISE 
of that date to which reference is 
hereby made.

 Property upon which taxes have 
been paid since the advertisement 
first appeared, will not, of course, be 
included in the sale.

 Pursuant to Rhode Island Gen-
eral Laws Section 44-9-19, if the 
real estate in which you have a sub-
stantial interest is purchased by the 
Town of Johnston and has not been 
assigned, you may redeem the real 
estate by paying or tendering to the 
Treasurer of the Town of Johnston 
the sum for which the real estate was 
purchased, plus a ten percent (10%) 
penalty of the purchase price if re-
deemed within six (6) months after 

Town of Johnston

Notice is hereby given pursuant to 
Rhode Island General Laws of 1956, 
as amended, §3-5-8 that the John-
ston Town Council, sitting as the 
Liquor Licensing Commission under 
Chapter 5 of the RIGL, shall hold a 
public hearing at the Johnston Mu-

Town of Johnston
Planning Board

REGULAR MEETING
AGENDA

Tuesday, November 12th, 2024 
6:00 P.M.

Johnston Senior Center
1291 Hartford Ave.
Johnston, RI 02919

I. CALL TO ORDER & ROLL CALL

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES  

III. OLD BUSINESS

PB 23-01 - 1725 Plainfield Pike.  
AP 26 lots 77, 85, 111 and 149.  
A Public Meeting on a Final Plan 
submission of a Major Land De-
velopment consisting of 12 build-
ings containing 24 units of hous-
ing.  The property is located in an 
R-7 zone.

PB 19-31 – 80 Morgan Avenue – A 
Public Hearing on the Preliminary 

The Big Q
Questions 7-12 on Johnston’s 2024 

General Election ballots will ask voters 
to approve or reject six amendments to 
the Johnston Town Charter.

The first proposed amendment, No. 7, 
could radically alter the composition of 
the School Committee.

“The most dramatic proposed change 
is the expansion of the school commit-
tee from five to nine seats, with two of 
the new members appointed by the 
mayor, and the other two appointed by 
the city council,” Marion said earlier 
this week. “This is a dramatic departure 
from the current structure which has 
been in place since the 1960s and gives 
significant control to the other elected 
parts of town government. If this pass-
es, Johnston would become only the 
second municipality to have such a hy-
brid board following Providence which 
is moving to that model in 2025.”

Johnston School Board member Susan 
Mansolillo served on the Charter Re-
view Commission. She urged the com-
mission to reject the amendment. 

“I was not in favor of four appointed 
members to the school committee,” 
Mansolillo reaffirmed last week. “It 
takes away the citizens right to elect 
who represents them on the school 
committee. We spend time going out 
and talking to our constituents. We are 
always available to them. Appointed 
members will be loyal to the town not 
the children and the families in our dis-
tricts. Voters should reject question 7 
and protect their right to elect their 
school committee representation.”

Johnston Mayor Joseph M. Polisena 
Jr., however, said he is “in support of all 
the ballot questions.”

“Specifically, I’m in strong support of 
the town representation on the school 
committee,” Polisena argued last week. 
“I think having voting members of the 
school committee representing the town 
would help foster a greater discussion 

and balance taxpayer priorities along 
with school department priorities.”

Since taking office, Polisena has 
locked horns with the School Commit-
tee over budget increases and what he 
called growing regular structural defi-
cits.

“I would love to give the school de-
partment one to two million dollar in-
creases every budget cycle, as we have 
for the past two years since I’ve been 
mayor, however, at some point I will 
not be able to continue doing that with-
out a major tax increase,” Polisena said. 
“Moreover, since the school department 
is a separate government entity from 
the town, yet they are half of the town’s 
budget, I think it’s only fair to have 
town representation on that board.”

Town Councilman Robert J. Civetti 
(District 5) argued against approving 
“Ballot Question 7” which would in-
crease the Johnston School Committee 
to nine total members (from five; add-
ing two new members appointed by the 
Mayor, and two appointed by Town 
Council).

“I am not in favor of this question to 
amend the Town Charter and hope that 
the taxpayers vote NO to this question,” 
Civetti wrote earlier this week. “The 
taxpayers currently vote for individuals 
to represent their District on the School 
Committee. Anyone wishing to run for 
the position of School Committee has 
the right to register and submit paper-
work to represent their District. I have 
heard that adding these positions will 
help diversify the composition of the 
School Committee, but I am not opti-
mistic that this would actually occur.”

Civetti worries the town’s power of 
appointment could sever the district’s 
autonomy and weaken voters’ power to 
effect change.

“I do not believe that the Mayor or 
the Town Council should have the abil-
ity to appoint someone to the School 
Committee who would have the same 
powers and authority of the members 
that ran for this political position and 
were voted to serve in the capacity of 
School Committee Member by the tax-
payers,” Civetti argues. “The taxpayers 

should vote on who they want repre-
senting them and doing what is in the 
best interest of the children of OUR 
Town of Johnston.”

An accountant by trade, Civetti said 
he’s sensitive to the district’s budgeting 
problems.

“I understand that more than 50% of 
the Town’s budget goes to the School 
Department and that the School Depart-
ment has been running deficits over the 
past several years,” Civetti explained. 
“However, I do not believe that ap-
pointing members to the School Com-
mittee is the right way to try to resolve 
these deficits. The current administra-
tion has done a good job in increasing 
funding to the School Department after 
years of level funding by the prior ad-
ministration. The Administration and 
Town Council has spent well over 
$100,000 to have studies done on the fi-
nances and educational programs of the 
School Department. The Town needs to 
work with the School Department to 
implement many of the recommenda-
tions that were noted in these reports. 
The development and consolidation of 
the elementary school should result in 
considerable savings for the School De-
partment.”

Civetti voiced support, however, for a 
new taxation approach that has also 
been proposed by Polisena.

“Currently under RI State Law the 
Mayor and the Town Council have no 
control in how the School Committee 
spends the funding which they receive 
to support their annual budget,” Civetti 
argued. “I believe that since the Mayor 
and Town Council have no control over 
their spending then the State should 
pass legislation which would allow the 
members of School Committees 
throughout the State of Rhode Island to 
set their own tax rate. The Town could 
simply incorporate the School Commit-
tee approved rate for education with 
the Town Councils approved tax rate 
when sending out annual tax bills. Hav-
ing the School Committee responsible 
for setting their own tax rate may in-
crease accountability to the taxpayers 
and will avoid any claims for lack of 

funding from local municipalities.”
Polisena said that those who “oppose 

this question are trying to make it a po-
litical power play issue.”

“Elected and appointed positions are 
political by their very nature — they 
have always been that way since the 
beginning of civilization and will al-
ways be that way going forward re-
gardless of rhetoric from the sidelines,” 
Polisena said last week. “The school 
department is the largest budget driver 
in the town and involves one of the 
most important roles to citizens of the 
town — education of our children so 
that they can flourish in our complex 
world. I strongly believe there are ex-
tremely knowledgeable people in the 
community that can bring a positive 
dynamic and real-world solutions to is-
sues confronting our school depart-
ment. However, these same people do 
not get involved because they cannot 
afford or have the skills to run a politi-
cal campaign. Appointments would 
solve this problem and bring a new di-
mension to creating solutions to school 
department challenges.”

Stormwater Bond (Q6)
Question 6 on the “Local Questions” 

portion of the ballot asks voters to ap-
prove a $40 million bond for the “reno-
vation, repair, and improvement for the 
stormwater management and sewer fa-
cilities throughout the town.”

The bond was recommended by 
Polisena and Town Planner Thomas 
Deller in response to major flooding 
concerns in Johnston over the past few 
years.

“I am in support of the financing to 
allow storm water management 
throughout the town,” Polisena said 
last week. “With the recent weather cy-
cles, it is clear we have serious flooding 
issues, and we need to obtain funding 
to formulate a plan to prevent further 
harm and expense to Johnston citizens 
due to destructive rain and flooding.”

Civetti questioned the ultimate plan, 
if the bond is approved. 

“Although I agree that the town does 

■ Questions
(Continued from page 1)

QUESTIONS - PAGE 12■
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“Major rehabilitation work, superstructure, and/or 
total bridge replacement quoted at a total cost of $2 mil-
lion,” Gosetti told the crowd. “And if the DOT director 
needs help finding this information on the DOT website, 
please don’t hesitate to call me.”

Gosetti heard the bridge was scheduled to be demol-
ished; but it wasn’t, for some reason. He asked a series of 
questions probing the state’s transparency on the bridge 
rebuild.

“What’s changed now?” Gosetti asked. “Why weren’t 
the residents and business owners notified about the 
decision? And why was it done quietly by the DOT Di-
rector and the Governor?”

Earlier this week, Charles St. Martin, Chief of Public 
Affairs for the Rhode Island Department of Transporta-
tion (RIDOT), confirmed the demolition option was still 
on the table.

“The contractor has submitted demolition plans and 
RIDOT is reviewing them,” St. Martin wrote on Tuesday, 
Oct. 22. “We have not set a timeline for completion.”

Bridge History
The bridge has been blocked now for more than four 

years.
In 2020, the state determined the Greystone Sluiceway 

Bridge, on the border of Johnston and North Providence, 
was structurally deficient. After Raimondo left office for 
a job with the Biden administration in Washington D.C., 
and Gov. Dan McKee took office, the projected cost of the 
bridge has ballooned dramatically, to as much as $20 
million.

“The new governor took over, and that’s when the 
delays started,” Gosetti told the crowd last week. “The 
project got pushed out again, and again, and again. And 
sometime after that, the rug got pulled out from under 
us, and we found out the bridge was not going to be 
built after all.”

Following the press conference, RIDOT responded to 
a list of questions with a brief statement.

“As you know, RIDOT previously met with officials 
from both communities years ago and came to a consen-
sus for building a pedestrian bridge to provide connec-
tivity for pedestrians of both communities and to access 
a an adjacent park,” St. Martin wrote on Monday, Oct. 
21.

The bridge is next to Cricket Field, at 15 Riverside Ave. 
in Johnston, where signs provide glimpses into the past 
of the Graniteville neighborhood that once thrived along 
the Woonasquatucket River. Now, it’s quiet and open 
only to dog-walkers, reachable from just one direction 
through daunting Route 44 traffic. 

“Parties were in agreement with that strategy at that 
time,” St. Martin wrote. “As a result of the communities’ 
change in their consensus, the Director is willing to meet 
with the mayors again and to discuss other options for a 
path forward.”

Johnston state Rep. Deborah A. Fellela (District 43) at-
tended the press conference on the bridge last week. 
After, she said she “got a call form the director’s office,” 
and she’s currently “waiting for them to set a date.”

Key Points
“The key point there is to meet with the mayors,” Gos-

etti said Wednesday morning.
Gosetti heads the Greystone Social Club, but says he 

mainly speaks as a concerned resident and business 
owner. 

“It irks me, every time the DOT director says, ‘I met 
with people,’” Gosetti said. “Well you didn’t meet with 
the right people.”

When the state decided to build a pedestrian bridge 
accessible by emergency vehicles only, they did so with-
out seeking public feedback, according to Gosetti.

“He never met with residents, business owners, town 
councils, the people who live here,” Gosetti said. “It 
should have been an open forum. DOT can’t just meet 

with two mayors. DOT needs to meet with town coun-
cils. Everybody knows that this bridge is needed.”

Several months ago, RIDOT provided a chart showing 
hourly vehicle counts at the bridge prior to closure (in 
2019) — estimating around 3,000 vehicles crossed the 
bridge each day.

“The bridge has been closed since July 2020, and in the 
four years since it was closed RIDOT has not observed 
traffic congestion along the detour route that takes ap-
proximately four minutes to travel,” Peter Alviti Jr. said 
in a statement, via St. Martin. “The cost of building the 
bridge for full use by cars and trucks is much more than 
that of a single-lane pedestrian bridge capable of han-
dling rescue vehicles. The cost to do this is not consistent 

with the traffic using the bridge, the short detour and no 
congestion observed in the four years it has carried zero 
numbers of cars and trucks. These facts do not justify the 
investment for its replacement given the many bridges 
across the state carrying vastly higher volumes of traffic 
and commerce that are in need of repair or replace-
ment.”

Gosetti had a simple response to the director’s asser-
tions: “They’re not the one sitting in traffic on a Friday 
afternoon. That’s the big picture in a nutshell.”

Alviti “sounds like a broken record,” Gosetti said. 
“He’s talking about things from years and years ago, but 
it doesn’t apply any more. Traffic is much heavier now. 
And this affects everyone.”

CALLING IT OUT: Chris Gosetti, President of the Greystone Social Club, has helped bring attention to the sleepy 
Graniteville neighborhood, where a closed bridge threatens a community coma. The state’s considering demolish-
ing the bridge soon, but the structure’s future replacement is unclear. (Beacon Media photos by Rory Schuler)

■ Bridge
(Continued from page 1)

ONE MAYOR SHOWED: Johnston Mayor Joseph M. Polisena was one of several local elected officials who took 
turns at the center of the crowd on Wednesday, Oct. 16. (Beacon Media photos by Rory Schuler)

high school plans don’t address potential popula-
tion growth in town (Russo recently called for a 
pause in new school building projects). Those is-
sues will likely be re-examined soon by the John-
ston School Building Committee.

Regardless, Tuesday’s ceremony was a celebra-
tion of public works achievement.

“But here we are, on time and on budget, about 
to place the final beam on this historic structure, 
and when you really think about it, as much as 
the world has changed since then, much of it still 
remains the same,” Polisena told the crowd. 
“That is our duty to our children, family, friends 
and even total strangers. A responsibility to pro-
vide support for those in need and to foster con-
nections that transcend time and circumstance.”

Johnston Superintendent of Schools Dr. Ber-
nard DiLullo Jr. served as event’s Master of Cer-
emony. He and other key administrators and 
elected officials each received a “beam momen-
to.”

“This beam isn’t just a piece of steel, it’s a testa-
ment to our resilience as Johnston and a symbol 
of the community we’ve built together,” Polisena 
said. “As we lift it into place, we honor the past 
while embracing the future, reminding ourselves 
that progress isn’t just about physical structures, 
but is also about the bonds we forge and lives we 
impact.”

Other dignitaries in attendance at the Johnston 
Elementary School Topping Off Ceremony in-
cluded U.S. Rep. Seth Magaziner, state Treasurer 
James Diossa, Rhode Island House Speaker state 
Rep. K. Joseph Shekarchi, the Rhode Island De-
partment of Education (RIDE) Deputy Commis-
sioner of Instructional Programs Lisa Odom-Vil-
lella.

“In this moment, we are not just constructing a 
building, we are constructing a commitment,” 
Polisena concluded. “A commitment to those 
(who) have come before us and to those who will 
come after us. I’m proud to share this moment 
with you, because with everything that’s hap-
pened, with everything we’ve all been through, 
you, as residents of Johnston, you as members of 
our community, you’ve earned this.”

■ Beam
(Continued from page 8)

FOR THE KIDS: Students from all of Johnston’s Elementary 
Schools came to watch the final beam be put into place at their fu-
ture school, slated to open for the 2026-27 school year. (Photos 
courtesy Johnston Schools)
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have a number of problems and deficiencies with the 
Stormwater Management and Sewer Facilities I also 
feel that the Town has not provided sufficient informa-
tion as of this date for the taxpayers to approve a $40 
million bond,” Civetti said on Tuesday, Oct. 22. “I 
would have liked to see the Town be fully transparent 
and hold several workshops to discuss the proposed 
projects and plan for utilizing this $40 million, along 
with the impact this bond would have on the tax rate.”

In 2022, voters also approved a $215 million bond to 
build new schools (Polisena promised those bond pay-
ments would be covered by the tax agreement with 
Amazon, which has yet to open its facility on Hartford 
Avenue but has already started making annual pay-
ments to the town). 

“Many of the issues with the stormwater drainage 
system in the town (were) created years ago when the 
town allowed developers to build where they should 
not be building and where the town did not properly 
monitor these projects,” Civetti said. “If you go back 
and look at some of these areas where the town is look-
ing to utilize these bond funds you will see how these 
areas once contained brooks, ponds, and streams yet 
they were filled in and the property developed. If the 
town would have held contractors responsible and 
properly managed the development years ago the tax-
payers would not be asked to now pay $40 million to 
help rectify the situation. Let’s hold some public work-
shops where the plan can be fully vetted and discussed 
with the taxpayers before we ask them to approve this 
bond.”

Johnston and Cranston are about to cooperate with 
the federal government in a major home buyout and 
demolition program aimed at tearing down more than 
100 structures and building flood remediation features 

in their place. That program is separate and apart from 
the local $40 million bond question in Johnston.

Longer Terms
Question 8 proposes doubling town council terms.
“Another proposed change lengthens the terms of 

office for council members from two to four years,” 
Marion said. “This means councilors will have to run 
for office less frequently, but they’ll also be less ac-
countable to voters.”

The Charter Review Commission recommended this 
change, although current elected officials questioned 
the need.

“I spoke out on this proposal several months ago and 
stand by my position that a two-year term is sufficient 
and provides the most flexibility to voters in keeping 
their elected officials on their toes,” Polisena said.

Civetti supports the change.
“I hope that the taxpayers approve this ballot ques-

tion to increase the term of office from 2 years to 4 
years,” Civetti said. “All other elected offices in the 
town (Mayor and School Committee members) cur-
rently serve 4 year terms and I do not see a reason why 
Town Council should be any different … It takes some 
time for a newly elected Town Council member to get 
situated in the position and therefore I believe that a 4 
year term is more appropriate than a 2 year term.”

Budget Calendar
Polisena and Civetti have been repeatedly at odds 

over the town budget, and its introduction to Town 
Council and the public. Question 11 will ask voters to 
amend the Town Charter to allow the mayor to present 
the town’s proposed budget to Town Council on or 
before the first day in June each year (and the Town 
Council “shall enact the budget no later than the last 
day of June in each year”). 

Polisena and Town Council have already been fol-
lowing that schedule for years, in blatant violation of 
Town Charter. Civetti cries foul every year.

■ Questions
(Continued from page 10)

QUESTIONS - PAGE 13■
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“A proposed change to the dates for 
introducing and passing the town bud-
get could give less time for scrutiny by 
the council and public input by moving 
by shortening the window between the 
budget’s introduction and adoption,” 
Marion said. 

Polisena said he supports the “present-
ment of budget by June 1 instead of April 
1.”

“Having a town budget ready by April 
1 is not in the best interests of the tax-
payer as it is not accurate at such an 
early stage,” Polisena explained. “I be-
lieve the budget should be fine tuned 
over the longest period possible as we do 
not know what our state funding level is 
often until June each year. Passing a bud-
get without such revenue figures would 
be negligent.”

Civetti first turned to the budget 
schedule language in the current Town 
Charter.

“Currently the Charter requires the 
Mayor to present the proposed budget to 
the Town Council on or before the first 
day of April each year,” Civetti said. “In 
addition, the Charter states that the 
Town Council shall hold one or more 
public hearings on the proposed budget 
and shall enact the budget ordinance on 
or before the first day of May in each 
year. If you look over the past decade or 
so the Mayor has never submitted the 
proposed budget to the Town Council by 
April 1st and the Town Council has nev-
er held multiple public meetings on the 
budget.”

The budgeting process in Johnston is 
late and opaque; the budget is dropped 
and Town Council votes almost immedi-
ately after, sometimes just hours before 
the start of the new fiscal year (some-
times after).

“Usually the budget is presented to the 
members of the Council separately in a 
closed meeting with the Mayor, the Chief 
of Staff, and the Finance Director and then 
one public meeting is held to discuss and 
vote on the budget,” Civetti explained. “I 
do not believe that this current process is 
transparent or consistent with the Town 
Charter. I believe that the Town Council 
should hold several public meetings to 
vet the proposed budget prepared by the 
Mayor. The Council should ask individu-
al Directors and members of the School 
Department to discuss their budget at 
these meetings so that the Council has a 
full understanding of the budget. There-
fore, I believe that waiting until June 1st 
for the Mayor to submit the budget for 
review does not provide adequate time 
for the Town Council to do their proper 
due diligence on the annual budget, 
which now exceeds $134 million. I recom-
mend that taxpayers vote No on this 
question and require the Mayor and Town 
Council to comply with the current Char-
ter requirements. I am willing to bet that 
most of the RI Municipalities have their 
budgets submitted to the Town Council, 
hold public hearings, and approve the an-
nual budget prior to the proposed June 

1st date being suggested for the initial 
submission of the Mayor’s proposed bud-
get.”

The Rest
Four final ballot questions ask voters 

to hold elected and appointed town offi-
cials to the state’s Code of Ethics, create 
an Auxiliary Probate Judge position, 
amend the town’s budget calendar, and a 
Town Council-led (School Committee-
aided) audit of school district finances.

“Other changes will have little practi-
cal effect,” Marion argued. “One pro-
posed change specifies that all elected 
school department employees and offi-
cials will be subject to the state and local 
ethics codes. All elected and appointed 
municipal officials and employees in 
Rhode Island are already subject to the 
state’s Code of Ethics. This is largely a 
feel good measure with little or no actual 
impact.”

Polisena and Civetti both support the 
code of ethics amendment.

They also both support the creation of 
an “Auxiliary Probate” position.

“I think the courts need flexibility in 
scheduling and having an auxiliary pro-
bate judge will guarantee that court ses-
sions do not get rescheduled due to the 
unavailability of a single judge,” Polise-
na said. “Local judges are practicing at-
torneys and there are many times their 
schedule conflict with the town probate 
court date. The expense of an auxiliary 
probate judge is minimal, and the benefit 
far outweighs the minimum cost.”

Civetti said he understands that the 
“position is not a fully paid position 
rather the position is only paid whenev-
er the auxiliary judge fills in for the pro-
bate judge.”

“I believe this position is something 
that is needed to ensure that the Town 
continues to serve the residents of our 
community,” Civetti said. “The Town 
had an unfortunate incident occur this 
past year where we had a vacancy in the 
position of Probate Judge. Probate is 
somewhat of a specialty and we should 
have had an Auxiliary Judge available 
that could have stepped in to fill the va-
cancy. Voting to approve this question 
will ensure that we have someone quali-
fied to fill in for the Probate Judge so that 
all probate matters are heard in a timely 
and efficient manner.”

The sitting Probate Judge faced crimi-
nal charges; and under the old Town 
Charter, the town’s solicitor was to tem-
porarily fill the position. This ballot mea-
sure should prevent that in the future.

Public Messaging
Civetti raised concerns with the pre-

sentation of the ballot questions to the 
public. 

“Let me start by saying that I believe 
that the Town of Johnston did not do a 
sufficient job in providing information to 
the taxpayers about these questions 
which appear on the 2024 Ballot,” Civetti 
argued. He shared a story about “tax-
payers” with whom he has spoken “who 
have already voted said they were sur-
prised and caught off guard by the local 
questions which appeared on the back of 
their ballot.”

“They indicated that they had no idea 
what the questions were about and 
wished that the Town of Johnston had 
sent out some notice ahead of the elec-
tion to provide information about the 
local questions which they were going to 
be asked to vote on,” Civetti said. “The 
State of Rhode Island did a mailing to all 
taxpayers about the State questions. Why 
didn’t the Town of Johnston do the same 
for the Town questions?”

■ Questions
(Continued from page 12)

1944 WarWick avenue, WarWick, ri  02889  |  P: 401-732-3100 | F: 401-732-3110

Johnston Sun Rise
Advertising Deadlines:

Display Advertising 
Monday noon

Legal Advertising 
Monday noon

Classified Advertising 
Friday 4pm

RI Newspaper Group 
Thursday 10am



Johnston Sun Rise14 Thursday, October 24, 2024

Members enjoy these $0 benefits:
 Care management

 Dental through Delta Dental of Rhode Island

 Unlimited** over-the-counter (OTC) drug products

 Healthy food savings card – now with $75 a month!

 In-home companion program

 Gym membership

 …and more!

When you’re a member, you get the care you need 
and the benefits you want – all at no cost to you!

Neighborhood Health Plan of Rhode Island is a health plan that contracts with both Medicare and Rhode Island Medicaid to 
 provide the benefits of both programs to enrollees.
**No spending (coverage) limit for OTC drugs filled by provider prescription on covered drugs within a plan year.
*According to the 2024 National Consumer Health Survey
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401-427-6723 (TTY 711)
www.nhpri.org/INTEGRITY

Learn more about how  
you can become an  
INTEGRITY member today!

#1 Medicare- 
Medicaid Plan  
in the Country*

Stay Healthy with Neighborhood INTEGRITY 
(Medicare-Medicaid Plan)

Craft Fair
Fall Harvest

Sunday, October 27th

9am-3pm

Over 30 
Local Artisans featured, 

Food, Sweet Treats, 
Raffl es & More!

Our Lady of Grace Church Hall
15 George Waterman Rd, Johnston

By GEOFF DECKER
Special to the Herald

It’s going to be a crowd-
ed ballot when voters head 
to their Johnston polling 
locations on Election Day, 
Nov. 5.

In addition to the race for 
U.S. president and seven 
local ballot questions, vot-
ers will also decide on five 
statewide ballot measures.

Question 1: Constitution-
al Convention

‘Shall there be a con-
vention to amend or re-
vise the Rhode Island 

Constitution?’
Every 10 years, Rhode 

Islanders are asked wheth-
er the state should hold a 
“constitutional conven-
tion,” where elected dele-
gates propose amendments 
to the state constitution. 
Proposed amendments 
then go before voters in a 
separate election.

Voters again face this 
question on their ballots 
this year.

Under state law, if the 
question passes, voters will 
then select a delegate to 
represent them at the con-
vention. A total of 75 con-
vention delegates would 
be elected, one for every 
house district.

Supporters of the mea-
sure argue that constitu-
tional conventions can ad-
dress important issues in 
the state. Whereas the gov-
erning process can be slow 
and influenced by a rela-
tively small number of 
people working in state 
government, a constitu-
tional convention creates 
an opportunity for wide-
scale change.

“A constitutional con-
vention is an opportunity 
to change how Rhode Is-
land operates, to reform 
it,” said Steven Frias, a law-
yer, Cranston historian, 
and former member of 
Cranston’s Charter Review 
Commission, which re-
views and amends local 
city rules.

Frias said that term lim-
its, government transpar-
ency laws, and greater ac-
countability for the gover-
nor’s office are all issues 
that could be tackled by a 
constitutional convention.

“A convention is proba-
bly the only way to get 
substantial government re-
forms and to make govern-
ment work more openly, 
where power is not as con-
centrated with a handful of 
people in the general as-
sembly, and those who in-
fluence them,” Frias said.

Opponents say that a 
constitutional convention 
could create an opportuni-
ty to enact change that 
could roll back hard-fought 
legislative progress, like re-
productive rights and gun 
control laws.

State Bond Referenda 
Measures 

The other statewide 
questions ask voters to ap-
prove the state borrowing 
money through bonds for 
capital investments. The 
questions cover higher ed-
ucation facilities at the Uni-
versity of Rhode Island 
and Rhode Island College; 
affordable housing subsi-
dies; environmentally con-
scious facilities improve-
ments; and the arts.

The estimated costs as-
sume the bonds will be re-
paid in increments over 20 
years. If all proposed 
Rhode Island referenda are 
approved, the total cost is 
estimated at $551,271,500, 
based on a 20-year loan 
term with a 5% interest 
rate.

Question 2: Higher Edu-
cation Facilities — 

$160,500,000
Question 2 proposes al-

locating $160.5 million to 
improve higher education 
facilities with $87.5 million 
designated for the Univer-
sity of Rhode Island Bio-
medical Sciences Building 
and $73 million for the 
Rhode Island College Cy-
bersecurity Building.

According to Dawn Ber-

gantino, a public informa-
tion officer at the Universi-
ty of Rhode Island, the con-
struction of Biomedical 
Sciences Building for $87.5 
million is part of a vision to 
build URI into a hub for 
innovation in the life sci-
ences field, which encom-
passes biology, biotechnol-
ogy, biomedical engineer-
ing, neuroscience, and 
chemistry, among other 
subject areas. 

She said a feature of the 
new building would be a 
state-of-the-art laboratory 
space for researchers en-
gaged in the life sciences. 
Construction is expected to 
be completed by the end of 
2028.

At Rhode Island College, 
$73 million would go to-
ward RIC’s newly launched 
Institute for Cybersecurity 
and Emerging Technolo-
gies, which was founded in 
2023 by former U.S. Rep. 
Jim Langevin.

Through the institute, 
RIC is aiming to position 
itself as a statewide hub for 
cybersecurity training. The 
money would be used to 
finance renovations to 
RIC’s Whipple Hall, a facil-
ity built in 1958. Renova-
tions are anticipated to be-
gin in 2025 and be com-
pleted by 2028.

Question 3: Housing and 
Community Opportunity 

— $120,000,000 
As buying a home be-

comes increasingly out of 
reach for Rhode Islanders, 
voters will consider a $120 
million bond focused on 
increasing the availability 
of long-term affordable 
homes and supporting 
community revitalization.

Data from Housing-
Works RI’s latest fact book, 
released earlier this month, 
revealed there is now not a 
single city or town in the 
Ocean State where a house-
hold earning less than 
$100,000 can affordably 
buy a home.

The bond will allocate 
$80 million to increase and 
preserve the availability of 
low- and moderate-income 
housing, according to the 
2024 Housing Fact Book. 
The remaining $40 million 
would be split up as fol-
lows:
•	 $10M for acquisi-
tion and redevelopment of 
existing structures
•	 $20M to home-
ownership for low-, mod-
erate-, and middle-income 
households
•	 $5M to site acqui-
sition for redevelopment as 
affordable and supportive 
housing
•	 $4M for housing 
related infrastructure
•	 $1M for municipal 
planning to implement 
changes that enable addi-
tional housing develop-
ment through upzoning or 
other measures.

The projects are expected 
to begin by 2026 and be 
completed between 2027 
and 2030.

Question 4: Green Econo-
my Bonds — $53,000,000 

This bond would pay for 
environmental improve-
ments and public recre-
ational facilities for nine 
projects. The funds would 
go to upgrading Rhode Is-
land’s only public port, 
land conservation, outdoor 
recreation, fixing the New-
port Cliff Walk, and clean-
up funds for brownfields. 
The most expensive project 
is $15 million in financing 
for Quonset’s Port of Da-
visville to create new berth-
ing spaces, build access 
roads, and make security 
upgrades. A coalition of en-
vironmental and business 
organizations as well as a 
wide range of elected offi-
cials supports the bond. In-
cluding the port project has 
been criticized because it is 
considered more pro-busi-
ness than pro-environ-
ment. The full list of bond 
funds are: 
•	 $15 million: Port 
of Davisville infrastructure 
at Quonset 
•	 $10 million: Mu-
nicipal resiliency $5 mil-
lion: Brownfields remedia-
tion and economic devel-
opment 
•	 $5 million: Local 
recreation projects $5 mil-
lion: Agricultural land 
preservation commission
•	 $5 million: Forests 
and habitat management 
•	 $3 million: New-
port Cliff Walk 
•	 $3 million: Open 
space program 
•	 $2 million: Cli-
mate resiliency

Question 5: Cultural Arts 
and The Economy Grant 
Program — $10,000,000
The arts are on the ballot 

as well, with voters being 
asked to approve $10 mil-
lion in 1:1 matching grants 
to continue the Cultural 
Arts and Economy Grant 
Program, administered by 
the Rhode Island State 
Council on the Arts (RIS-
CA). Several organizations 
get called out specifically 
for receiving funds, includ-
ing: 

Tomaquag Museum for 
Indigenous cultural educa-
tion and preservation on 
the URI Kingston Campus 

Newport’s Center for 
Arts, Dance & Education, 
which would be used to 
improve arts and cultural 
facilities in public and non-
profit artistic centers, per-
formance spaces, and mu-
seums across the state.

Trinity Repertory Con-
servancy’s Lederer Theater 
Center in Providence

An additional sum of $4 
million is being allocated 
by RISCA to nonprofit cul-
tural organizations that 
lease or own space for pro-
grams. RISCA will consid-
er financial need, available 
funds, the size of the space 
to be improved, location, 
and audience demograph-
ics. If passed, grants are 
expected to be awarded 
over a period of 3-5 years.

Editor’s Note: Geoff Decker is 
a Cranston resident and regu-
lar contributor to the Cranston 
Herald and Johnston SunRise. 

ELECTION 2024

The ballot asks the questions, and 
the voters provide the answers
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In March of 1924, 
40-year-old Maude 
Tefft gave a guest 
presentation at 

Rhode Island State Col-
lege — now known as 
The University of Rhode 
Island — on the subject of 
Banking in Relation to 
College Societies. Maude 
was employed as treasur-
er of the Kingston Trust 
Company Bank which 
stood across the street 
from the college, a branch 
of the People’s Savings 
bank of Providence. No 
one in the audience that 
day knew that Maude 
was embezzling money 
from the bank and would 
be behind bars the next 
year.

Born on Oct. 16, 1884, 
Maude was the daughter 
of South Kingstown 
stonemason Andrew Nor-
man Tefft and his wife 
Hannah Griffin (Sisson). 
Maude was 21 years old, 
living at home with her 
parents and working as a 
school teacher when her 
father passed away at the 
age of 49. After her fa-
ther’s death, she re-
mained living at the Co-
lumbia Street house with 
her mother and adult sib-
lings and secured a job as 
a book-keeper in the 
Town Clerk’s office. By 
1920, she had become as-
sistant treasurer at the 
Kingston Trust Company 
Bank on Kingston Hill.

In 1923, Maude had be-
come intrigued by offers 
from Cragg-Matthews & 
Company of New York 
who sold stock. Interested 
in purchasing shares of 
stock in an oil company, 
but not having the funds 
to do so, Maude wrote 
out two checks to Cragg-
Matthews & Company 
amounting to $12,000 and 
signed them with a ficti-
tious name.

The Kingston bank col-
lapsed in 1925 and it was 
soon discovered that not 
only had Maude person-
ally embezzled a total of 
$50,000, she was also con-
nected to a group of swin-
dlers who had embezzled 
another $110,000 of bank 
funds. Maude was arrest-
ed on the evening of Feb. 

16. During the ensuing 
trial, the judge stated that 
he recognized that her 
“standing in the commu-
nity before this occur-
rence, the trust that her 
neighbors had in her de-
stroyed, the disgrace she 
has brought upon herself 
and the remorse which 
naturally follows a thing 
of this kind has punished 
the defendant consider-
ably.” He would not, 
however, overlook the 
crime she had chosen to 
commit. “I feel obliged, 
under my oath of office,” 
he announced, “to send 
you away as a deterrent 
for others.”

On March 13, 1925, 
Maude was sentenced to 
serve 18 months of hard 
labor at the Woman’s Re-
formatory at the Rhode 
Island State Prison in 
Cranston. After she ar-
rived, it became obvious 
that she was physically 
unable to complete the 
work required of her due 

to a spinal injury she 
had suffered five years 
earlier. She was therefore 
spared from physical la-
bor during her sentence.

After half her sentence 
had been served, Maude 
went up for parole on 
Dec. 22, 1925. She was 
granted parole, which 
was scheduled to begin 
on Jan. 1, 1926, however 
the parole board decided 
to release her the follow-
ing night so that she could 
spend Christmas with her 
mother. On the evening of 
Dec. 23, her brother 
picked her up at the pris-
on and took her to their 
mother’s house in Peace 
Dale for an unexpected 
holiday celebration.  

The Kingston Trust 
Company was forced into 
receivership and never re-
opened. The building, lo-
cated at 2587 Kingston 
Road, now houses the 
South County Art Associ-
ation.

After her siblings mar-
ried and moved away, 
and their mother passed 
on, Maude continued liv-
ing in the Columbia Street 
house, alone. She died in 
1969 and is buried with 
her family at Riverside 
Cemetery in South Kings-
town.

Kelly Sullivan is a Rhode 
Island columnist, lecturer 
and author.

POLITICAL ADVERTISING

Paid for by: RI Green Bond Initiative

Vote to “Approve” Question 4 on the backside

of the ballot in the November 5th election.

Paid for by Whitehouse for Senate.

Protecting Social Security and Medicare

Lowering Costs and Creating Opportunity 

Defending Women’s Freedoms

Making Our Democracy Work 

Fighting Climate Change

Political Advertising

Prison holds woman
for embezzlement

Back 
in the Day

by 
Kelly 

Sullivan

Theatre Review by 
DON FOWLER

Burbage Theatre presents a special 
Halloween event, a quirky, comedic 70 
minutes of ghost stories titled “Witching 
Hour Social Club” by Fall River play-
wright James Lucey and directed by Al-
lison Crews.

Nothing heavy here, just a couple 
around a campfire waiting for others to 
arrive by listening to old cassette tapes 
from their high school storytelling club.

Clever staging produces a curtain in 
front of the campfire, where nearly 20 
actors play out four short stories.

The first vignette gets your attention 
as two friends examine a mysterious box 
that has appeared on a dresser.

The second one involves a group of 
people breaking into a haunted house. 
The third, and the funniest, involves two 
people running away from a wolf while 
discussing the best way to stay alive.

The fourth one veers from the usual 
ghost story theme and left me hanging.

It’s all silly Halloween stuff that will 
provide a few chuckles and perhaps a 
shock or two.

“Witching Hour Social Club” is at Bur-
bage Theater through Oct. 31. Go online 
at www.burbagetheatre.org for tickets.

It’s ‘Witching Hour…’ and 
10 minutes…at Burbage
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A Full In-House Design Installation & Service Company
RI Reg. #1561

All our technicians are drug tested, must pass a thorough motor vehicle check & are fully bonded

Mutual HVAC 
Service & Installation

Want Comfort?

The Feeling is “Mutual!”

Call 401-351-3900

HEATING  SPECIALISTS!
• Heating • Heat Pumps • Roof Top Systems

Generator Installations • Complete Electrical Services

• Service Contracts Available •
We Provide Complete Air Conditioning, Gas Heating and Heat Pump

RESIDENTIAL Service & Installation COMMERCIAL
Keeping you comfortable since 1934!

WE
CONVERTOIL TO

GAS

Tickets at:  
rwpzoo.org/jols

New England’s favorite fall tradition unveils a 
brand-new twist this year at Roger Williams 
Park Zoo’s Jack-O-Lantern Spectacular - 
Trivia Edition, presented by Citizens. 

September 27 - November 2

Florida wildlife experts 
have warned people who 
have returned home after 
Hurricane Milton to keep 
an eye out for alligators 
and snakes wandering in 
the waters of their neigh-
borhoods. “The water 
pretty much pushed them 
obviously out of their 
pond areas. They’re going 
with the flow,” Rene 
Walker of Tampa Bay Res-
cues, an animal rescue 
and conservation organi-
zation, told NBC News. 
Jen Messer, who lives in 
the Tampa area, reported 
that she found an alligator 
crawling around her 
home gym. “He made a 
trip over the treadmill, got 
his cardio in for a second 
and then he meandered 
outside underneath my 
truck,” she said. They 
were ultimately able to 
shoo the gator to the pond 
near their home. “We re-
directed him, but he 
wasn’t that happy about 
it.” 

Meanwhile, at our mo-
bile home park, a few 
wandering gators decided 
to enjoy the post-hurri-
cane floodwaters, casually 
floating through the 
streets like they were on a 
lazy river ride. Normally, 
they’re just sunbathing by 
the canals, minding their 
business — unless, of 
course, a neighbor loses 
grip on a small dog. Then 
things get... less peaceful.

The normally beautiful 
trees and flowers in the 
area now resemble fall in 
New England. Instead of 

their usual vibrant tropi-
cal hues, the leaves have 
turned a crispy shade of 
brown and orange, hav-
ing been “wind-burned” 
thanks to the salty spread 
from the bay in the hurri-
cane winds. 

Most of the gas stations 
have run out of gas after 
filling up the tanks of hur-
ricane evacuators. We 
were lucky enough to 
have a little bit of gas to 
run our generator, a God-
send, in an area where 
electricity is non-existent.  
While it has been reported 
that 20,000 electrical 
workers from 41 states 
and Canada are working 
around the clock, many of 
us, even a week later, have 
no power. “Crews contin-
ue to work around the 
clock and will not stop 
until every customer has 
their lights back on,” Flor-
ida Power and Light said 
in a statement.

Bugs are in abundance, 
especially mosquitoes. It’s 
a mad dash to get into my 
car and to slam the door 
quick or risk turning my 
vehicle into a flying, buzz-
ing nightmare. It is dan-
gerous enough to drive 
when there is no electrici-
ty, as the red lights and 
the green lights do not 
work.  We have been in-
structed to treat each in-
tersection as a four-way 
stop…easier said than 
done when the roads are 
six lanes across each way.  
Florida drivers are not the 
best in the first place, but 
to add this challenge 
makes them more danger-
ous than ever. 

Because the hurricane 
knocked out the power, 
several restaurants fired 
up generators and served 
food as long as people 
could come in to order 
and to pay with cash. One 

local Chinese place really 
stepped up, offering com-
bination plates at a deep 
discount. It worked out 
great for everyone: the 
restaurant sold off ingre-
dients instead of tossing 
them, and they made 
some cash for much-need-
ed repairs. Hungry neigh-
bors were thrilled that 
they got a hot meal even 
though they had to wait 
in a line halfway down 
the parking lot. Even folks 
who don’t normally eat 
Chinese food were so 
grateful, they promised to 
make it their new go-to. 

Help is available every-
where I turn.  The US Na-
tional Guard has set up 
many points of distribu-
tion for things like water, 
food, personal care items, 
dog food, and cleaning 
supplies.  They will even 
come to one’s home to 
help remove debris, espe-
cially important for those 
whose windows and roofs 
have been blown in and 
whose bedroom dresser 
has been thrown in the 
front yard, askew, with 
important photos and pa-
pers scattered in the mud.  

The US Army corps of 
engineers have a free 
“Blue Roof Program” 
where they provide fiber-
reinforced, industrial-
strength sheeting to pro-
tect storm-damaged roofs 
until homeowners can 
make permanent repairs. 
It is especially heartbreak-
ing to see whole neighbor-
hoods of blue roofs, which 
will stay that color for up 
to two years as homeown-
ers fight with insurance 
adjusters. 

For those without elec-
tricity (and thus, no hot 
water), feeling storm-
grubby is an unfortunate 
reality.  Comfort Stations 
are strategically placed 
around the community. 
These locations provide 
free resources, including 
restrooms, hot showers, 
laundry facilities, Wi-Fi, 
and cell phone assistance. 
Individuals are asked to 
bring their own personal 
shower supplies and a 
towel, as well as laundry 
supplies including deter-
gent and dryer sheets.  
Many community gyms 
also offer free showers for 

those affected by the hur-
ricane. 

While there are many 
downsides to experienc-
ing a hurricane, there are 
definitely some surprising 
upsides as well.  Nothing 
says family bonding more 
than playing cards in can-
dlelight in lieu of playing 
games on my iPad or 
watching television, (al-
though I did miss, once 
again, “Survivor.”) This 
provided a newfound ap-
preciation FOR games on 
the iPad and watching 
television, and I was near 
giddy when both were re-
stored. Also, like snow 
days in Rhode Island, the 
hurricane provides extra 
time off of school and 
work. It also brings peo-
ple together, both rela-
tives and strangers. I 
wanted to know where all 
of my Florida friends 
were during the storm to 
make sure they were safe.  
After the initial hurricane, 
Hubby was instrumental 
in helping our neighbors 
remove debris from their 
yards.  County wide pick-
ups at the curb were pro-
vided for five piles: one 
for vegetation, tree limbs 
and other organic matter, 
one for building materials 
such as siding, shingles, 
windows and roofs, one 
for household items such 
as couches, mattresses 
and kitchen tables, anoth-
er for the regular recycled 
items, (such as my many 
Diet Coke and Hubby’s 
whiskey bottles) and one 
pile for regular garbage.  
In many cases, the piles 
were higher than the dam-
aged house itself. 

The biggest upside of 
the hurricane for me was 
gaining a whole new ap-
preciation for life. I know 
it sounds a bit corny, but 
after facing the fear of dy-
ing in the wind and flood, 
I was absolutely delirious 
to still be here. House or 
no house, damage or no 
damage, electricity or no 
electricity — I was alive! 
It’s amazing how a near 
brush with a death defy-
ing hurricane can strip 
away all the small worries 
and leave you with noth-
ing but pure gratitude for 
simply breathing.

The after effects of Milton 
Life 
Matters

with 
LINDA 

PETERSEN
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By JENNIFER COATES

It was said by renowned 
Italian chef Marcella Hazen 
that “There is no such thing 
as ‘Italian haute cuisine’ 
because there are no high or 
low roads in Italian cooking.  
All roads lead to the home, to 
las cucina di casa.” 

No words could be truer 
than these when describing 
the home cooking of chef 
Jennifer Kaya of Johnston’s 
popular A Taste of Italy, Deli 
& Caffe ~ everything tastes 
as if it came straight from 
your own Nona’s kitchen. 
The great Italian classics.  
Traditional ingredients, 
traditional recipes, traditional 
techniques, traditional 
seasonings ~ but still modern, 
creative and always made in-
house!  Always fresh, always 
vibrant, always delicious, 
always authentic. 

The menu at A Taste of Italy, 
all of which is available for 
take-out or dine-in, is diverse 
and tantalizing.  Begin your 
day here with tastebud-
teasing cinnamon rolls, 
muffi ns and donuts. There 

are many other traditional 
Italian baked goods such 
as their yummy cannolis 
and sfogliatellas ~ perfect 
to linger over with a cup of 
cappuccino or espresso.  

When the owners of A Taste 
of Italy, Deli & Caffe opened 
this eatery, they knew their 
most important decision was 
who would be the chef.  They 
also knew they had nailed 
that decision as soon as they 
hired talented chef, Chef 
Kaya. Chef Kaya prepares the 
great Italian “comfort foods”; 
think lasagna, eggplant, 
chicken cutlets, veal cutlets, 
frittatas, stuffed mushrooms 
and peppers, pasta dishes 
galore, grilled vegetables, 
endless salads (including 
snail, caprese and tomato/
cucumber salads). Don’t 
forget FISH & CHIPS every 
Friday (call ahead to order!) 

The specialty sandwiches 
here are made on rolls baked 
right at Buono’s Bakery. They 
are made with Boar’s Head 
meat and cheeses, sliced 
right in front of you. There 
are homemade soups and 
sauces and more of those 

freshly baked pastries ~ the 
mouth-watering list goes on 
and on. 

A Taste of Italy even 
CATERS!  With just a weeks’ 
notice, you will be sure to 
impress your guests for any 
function! Everything on the 
menu is available for catering 
so you can even taste before 
you buy.  Turn your next event 
into a memorable culinary 
experience, customized just 
for you. 

Lastly, don’t forget to 
check out DJ Bingo Night 
every Monday night from 
7:00pm – 9:30pm and DJ 
Trivia Night every Wednesday 
night from 7:00pm – 9:30pm. 
Bring your friends and enjoy 
the fun, food & prizes. These 
events are always huge 
crowd-pleasers.  

Check out A Taste of Italy 
Deli & Caffe on Facebook 
to learn more about Psychic 
Medium Debbie Squizzero, 
coming to do a group 
reading on November 7th.  
This event requires tickets 
which are available at www.
debbiesquizzero.com for 
$65.  

A Taste of Italy is found 
at 1302 Atwood Avenue in 
Johnston. The deli is open 
Monday-Friday (10:00am 
– 6:00pm), Saturday 
and Sunday (10:00am – 
4:00pm). To see more of 
their delicious food, follow 
them on Facebook.  For more 
information, call 401-942-
1234.   

DoorDash and GrubHub 
have come to the deli, with 
UberEats to follow shortly! 

A Taste of Italy, Deli & Caffe 
Home cooking served every day, open at 10:00am 

Check out Johnston’s culinary sensation, A Taste of Italy, an Italian deli and caffe on 
Atwood Avenue ~ serving up classic Italian dishes and sumptuous meals, antipasto 
trays and desserts, just like these, every single day.

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

LOCAL BUSINESS
SPOTLIGHT

★Lowest $ In Town★
New

State-of-the-Art
Equipment —

Same Old Prices!

Jain’s Laundry
Plaza 44 • 39 Putnam Pike • Johnston • 231-7019

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8am-9pm; Sat. & Sun. 7am-8pm

WASH • DRY • FOLD
Drop Off Service
only 89¢ per lb.

Includes Softener, Bleach, Soap & Hangers
Same Day Service

1944 WarWick avenue, WarWick, rhode island  02889

melissa miller
a c c o u n t  e x e c u t i v e

melissam@rhodybeat.com
p 401-732-3100

Make sure they’ll be
reading about YOU!

For information 
about 

advertising
on this page,

call

732-3100

Your Target Audience
is reading...

1944 WarWick avenue, WarWick, rhode island  02889

Linda QuagLieri
a c c o u n t  e x e c u t i v e

lindaq@rhodybeat.com
p 401-732-3100

1253 Hartford Ave.
Johnston, RI 02919

Now ENrolliNg
6 Weeks – 12 Years Old

Full & Part-time
Positions available

Convenient to US Hwy 6 and I-295 in Johnston, RI
54 Old Pocasset Road | briarclifferi.com

CALL 401.944.2450
TO SCHEDULE A
PERSONAL TOUR

THE PRESERVE AT BRIARCLIFFE
Supportive Independent and Assisted Living
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Includes: Two Private Lessons,
One Group Lesson and FREE Uniform
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��������������

1302 Atwood Avenue • Johnston, RI • (401) 942-1234
Visit tasteofi talydeli.com for our Menu

CATERING AVAILABLE 
FOR YOUR 

HOLIDAY PARTIES!
ROOM RENTAL AVAILABLE 
FOR PRIVATE FUNCTIONS

50 PERSON CAPACITY

Family Reunion / Class Reunion / Etc.

Join Us Every Friday for Family Style Dinners!

Full Bar
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$5

Sports
JHS Athletic HOF inducts star-studded class

Corsinetti 
earns 
Mazzie 
Award

Panthers get back 
on track with 
win over Avengers

By ALEX SPONSELLER

The Johnston Athletic 
Hall of Fame inducted its 
2024 class this past Sunday 
in the school auditorium, 
celebrating 10 individual 
figures and two teams in a 
star-studded lineup.

The individual honorees 
included: Tim Tedesco 
(wrestling); Jake Coro 
(baseball); Nick Raposo 
(baseball); Jon Soto (wres-
tling); John Willette (base-
ball); Kyle Nelson (foot-
ball, baseball, basketball, 
track); Ryan Yankee (bas-
ketball); Zach Clesas (base-
ball) and Gary Salzillo 
(contributor). The teams 
inducted were the 1989 
boys hockey team and the 
1995 slow-pitch softball 
team.

Highlighting the roster 

�  HOF - PAGE 21

FROM STAFF REPORTS

The Johnston football team picked up a much-needed 
win last Friday night when it traveled to East Green-
wich and ran past the Avengers in a 26-7 victory

Senior Dean Paris was a force on both sides of the ball 
for the Panthers, as he rushed for three touchdowns on 
offense then returned and interception to the house for 
another score on defense. Paris rushed for 152 yards 
and also recorded 42 yards of receiving.

Quarterback Matt Clements finished the day going 
9-for-18 passing. Throwing over 100 yards in the air. 
Lyalo Harrison-Perez hauled in four receptions to pick 
up 42 yards of offense as well.

Jonny Costa also grabbed an interception on defense 
as well.

With the win, Johnston improved to 2-3 and will next 

�  PANTHERS - PAGE 19

HALL OF FAMERS: Members of the 1995 JHS slow-pitch softball team that was inducted on Sunday. (Photos by Alex Sponseller)

BACK ON TRACK: John-
ston wide receiver Lyalo 
Harrison-Perez battles 
through East Greenwich 
defenders last week. 
(Photos by Leo van Dijk/
rhodyphoto.zenfolio.com)
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CLUES ACROSS
 1. “60 Minutes” network
 4. Train line
 10. Go quickly
 11. Straightforward
 12. Canadian province
 14. At any rate (abbr.)
 15. Genealogy
 16. Make changes
 18. Utter repeatedly
 22. In a way, turned up
 23. Type of ship
 24. Agents of one’s downfall
 26. Not out
 27. Something to scratch
 28. Round water pot
 30. Refreshing green fruit (slang)
 31. Promotions
 34. Primordial matters
 36. One-time world power (abbr.)
 37. Source of illumination
 39. The content of cognition
 40. An Arab ruler
 41. South Dakota

 42. Gnawed at with teeth
 48. Hawaiian island
 50. Smaller
 51. Of a single person
 52. Rigid bracelet
 53. Barbary sheep (Fr.)
 54. Not even
 55. Specifi c gravity
 56. Engage in petty bargaining
 58. Boxing’s “GOAT”
 59. Split between parties
 60. Notable offensive
 
CLUES DOWN
 1. A place to lounge
 2. Skewed views
 3. Peacefully
 4. Commercial
 5. Auxiliary forces
 6. Large mollusk
 7. Take out again
 8. Sharp and forthright
 9. Knight (chess)
 12. Source of fi ber

 13. Flesh covering some birds’ 
beaks

 17. Energy
 19. Night monkeys genus
 20. Small, sharp nails
 21. Pleasant-smelling liquid
 25. Affi rms one’s hold
 29. CNN’s founder
 31. Texans can’t forget it
 32. “Oppenheimer” actor Matt
 33. Expression
 35. Vessel
 38. Lacking poetic beauty
 41. Tall, swift and slender dog
 43. Sports personality Michelle
 44. Robber
 45. Liquefi ed natural gas
 46. Snakelike fi shes
 47. The most worthless part of 

something
 49. City in Crimea
 56. Bad grades
 57. Reichsmark

■ Panthers
(Continued from page 18)

be taking on Pilgrim this Friday in War-
wick. The Pats have won back to back 

games, most recently upsetting top-seed-
ed Classical last weekend. The Panthers 
will wrap up the regular season by tak-
ing on the Purple at home the following 
week.

TWO-WAY PLAYER: Dean Paris breaks a tackle last week.

PANTHER PACK: Members of the Johnston defense work together.

MAKING THE STOP: Mike Messina and Jonny Costa take down a ball carrier.
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By CAPT DAVE MONTI

Fish managers thought that 
circle hooks would help save 
striped bass. That was the as-
sumption when they created 
a rule in 2020 requiring an-
glers to use circle hooks when 
fishing with bait for striped 
bass.

Preliminary studies from 
the late 1990s suggested that 
circle hooks result in lower 
rates of gut hooking than reg-
ular J-hooks. However, those 
studies relied on an older sci-
entific method that used cag-
es to monitor survival for 2-3 
days after fish were caught. 
Additionally, the style of cir-
cle hooks available today are 
quite different than were 
available 25 years ago. 

For these reasons, Massa-
chusetts Division of Marine 
Fisheries (DMF) biologists 
conducted a study using 
modern circle hooks and 
modern scientific methods to 
measure the conservation 
benefit of the “striped bass 
circle hook rul.” 

Over two years, they caught 
716 striped bass with J-hooks 
and three popular circle 
hooks models. Before releas-
ing them, they tagged nearly 
half of these fish with elec-
tronic transmitters that mea-
sured tail beats. Using an ar-
ray of receiver buoys,  they 
remotely monitored their sur-
vival for two months. 

In an article on their web-
site DMF said, “Surprisingly, 
we found no significant dif-
ference in mortality between 
any of the circle hooks and J-
hooks. Why is this? Well, we 
have a few ideas: first, there 
isn’t much difference in the 
gap width (distance from 
hook point to shaft) between 
modern circle hooks and J-
hooks, whereas older circle 
hook models used to have a 
much narrower gap. Also, the 
earlier studies relied on chun-
ked menhaden for bait, and 
many of our fish were caught 
using live mackere.”

It’s important to remember 
that this rule also prevents 
fishing with baited treble 
hooks, which used to be a 
common practice. An ongo-
ing follow-up study suggests 
that both bait fishing and tre-
ble hooks cause more injury 
than lures with single hooks.

Visit Evaluating the conser-
vation benefit of circle hooks 
for the Atlantic Striped Bass 
recreational fishery.

Learn about surf and wet-
suit fishing from the experts

Lean surf casting strategies 
and tactics from surfcasting 
experts Jeff Sullivan and Paul 
Chapman at a Rhode Island 
Saltwater Anglers Associa-
tion (RISAA) seminar Mon-
day, October 28, 7:00 p.m. at 
the West Warwick Elks Lodge, 
60 Clyde Street, West War-
wick.

This duo will speak about 
how to target, approach, and 
prepare for surfcasting and 
wetsuit fishing including 
tips, tactics, and gear for tar-
geting striped bass during 
spring to fall in our coastal 
waters.. 

Sullivan, a contributing 
writer  for  “The 
Fisherma.”magazine and “On 
the Wate.”magazine, is an as-
sociate at Lucky Bait & Tack-
le, Warren, RI and is a mate 
on “K&M Coastal Charter.” 
Paul Chapman has been fea-
tured in “On The 

Wate.”magazine, is a “Striper 
Cu.”tournament winner, and 
avid surf casting enthusiast. 

Food will be available for 
purchase by Five-0-Five Fu-
sion Catering starting at 5:30 
p.m. Active RISAA members 
are  free, non-members are 
asked to make a $10 donation 
to the RISAA Scholarship 
Fund.  Contact Scott Travers, 
Executive Director at 401-826-
2121 or travers@risaa.org  for 
information.

Where’s the bite?
Striped bass, bluefish, bo-

nito. Declan O’Donnell of 
Breachway Bait & Tackle, 
Charlestown, said, “Fish 
coming from the beach , 
rocks, and back in the ponds. 
We had a full moon last week 
which has ramped up the 
amount of water moving. The 
increase in water movement 
has been causing bait to get 
flushed out of the ponds and 
bigger fish taking full advan-
tage. Large amounts of pea-
nut bunker have begun to 
move out of the pond. Pond 
fishing has been great this 
week with solid sized fish be-
ing caught on large soft plas-
tics and top water spooks. 
Mullet are still cruising 
around in schools in the far-
thest back coves. Reports of 
nice sized fish coming from 
the beach at night as an alter-
native. We have had some 
bay anchovies along the 
beach this week bluefish as 
well as shad have been on 
them.” 

Ed Lombardo, expert fly 
fisher and instructor, said, “I 
fished Narrow River last 
week and for the first time 
since the spring we got into a 
nice number of shad and 
striped bass. I’d say seven 
bass mostly 1.”to 2.”and one 
beautiful fish at 3.”  I went 
fishing this Monday and 
caught one striped bass at 
2.”and another at 3.” all on 
my Ed’fly hot pink or all bur-
gundy colors.”

“Anglers have been catch-
ing striped bass in Narragan-
sett Bay as schools of fish 
have been popping up every-
where.  And, a special treat 
bonito have entered the Bay 
too. Anglers fishing from the 
Rocky Point Fishing Pier were 
even able to hook up with 
bonito.”said Tom Giddings of 
the Tackle Box, Warwick.  

East End Eddie Doherty, 
Cape Cod Canal fishing ex-
pert and author, said, “The 
Canal has heated up for Octo-
ber! “Jumpin Jo.”England 
caught a 37-inch striper with 
a 5-ounce green mack Fish-
Lab during the rising east 
flow and Bill “On the 
Gril.”Prodouz watched a 
34-inch bass explode on his 
3-ounce white Guppy JoBo on 
the same tide as well as a 32 
incher later.” 

Tautog. The tautog limit in-
creased October 15 from three 
fish/person to five fish/per-
son with one fish larger than 
2.”allowed, all others must be 
between 1.”and under 2.” a 
ten fish per boat limit is in 

place. Giddings of the Tackle 
Box, said, “It has been windy 
this week but anglers getting 
out before high winds were 
catching keeper tautog to 
their limit from Conimicut 
Point to the Newport and 
Jamestown bridges.”

“Black fishing is red hot, 
most boats finding their limit. 
With a good short to keeper 
ratio. Make sure your rigs are 
tied well and your line is 
strong enough to handle a big 
fish taking you into the rocks. 
You dont want to lose your 
biggest blackfish of the 
season.”said O’Donnell of 
Breachway Bait & Tackle.

Freshwater fishing. The 
largemouth bass bite has been 

good as fish are starting to 
stage in fall areas. Trout 
stocking locations in Massa-
chusetts are updated daily, 
visit Trout stocking report | 
Mass.gov for an interactive 
map. Visit www.dem.ri.gov/
fishing for ponds stocked in 
RI.

Dave Monti holds a master 
captain’s license and charter 
fishing license. He serves on a 
variety of boards and commis-
sions and has a consulting busi-
ness focusing on clean oceans, 
habitat preservation, conserva-
tion, renewable energy, and fish-
eries related issues and clients. 
Forward fishing news and pho-
tos to dmontifish@verison.net or 
visit www.noflukefishing.com.

Circle hooks not savings striped bass as thought

SEMINAR COMING UP: Striped bass fishing experts Jeff Sulli-
van (above photo) and Paul Chapman will be guest speakers 
Monday, October 28 on wet suit and surfcasting fishing.

NEW FINDINGS: MA Division of Marine Fisheries study says, “We found no significant difference in striped bass mortality between 
circle hooks and J-hooks.” (Submitted photos)
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Business Card
DIRECTORY

This Week’s
Featured Business...

401-736-0600

was former coach Chris Corsinetti, 
who won the Gary V. Mazzie Life-
time Achievement Award.

Corsinetti has been a significant 
presence in Johnston athletics for 
more than 30 years. He started by 
working at the town rec center as a 
teenager and went on to coach the 
middle school girls basketball team.

He then would join the late coach 
Dan Mazzulla’s staff coaching the 
girls basketball team at JHS. After 
serving as Mazzulla’s assistant for 15 
seasons, he was elevated to head 
coach in 2011 and stayed in that posi-
tion until 2019. During his JHS ten-
ure as both an assistant and head 
coach, he was instrumental in the 
team winning multiple Division II 
titles and guided the Panthers to the 
state Final Four in 2018.

“I’m extremely honored to get the 
award. I’m very appreciative to the 
Mazzie family. The standards that 
Gary set at the high school, his lega-
cy lives on through this hall of fame 
and to receive this award is an hon-
or,” said Corsinetti. 

Corsinetti thanked his mentors 
and family, specifically his wife Gi-
na, son Anthony and daughters Kara 
and Ali, for their support over the 
decades.

“Just looking back, we’ve lost a lot 
of great guys along the way that 
helped me. Guys like Dan Mazzulla 
that helped me get into coaching. 
Looking back on my first year at the 

high school in 1997, seeing recent 
players (at the induction), I wouldn’t 
change a thing. The relationships 
you make are rewarding,” said Cor-
sinetti. “(My family was) so support-
ive throughout my time at JHS. 
Coaches’ wives are very special and 
my wife’s support contributed great-
ly to our success.”

Corsinetti and his brother Antho-
ny, co-owners of Hartford Paving, 
have also contributed resources over 
the years to the town’s athletic de-
partment. Corsinetti is proud to give 
back to Johnston.

“My parents always told my broth-
er and I to give back to the commu-
nity, how important it is. That’s 
something we’ll always do and we 
always try to lead with our hearts. I 
started in the rec department under 
Dan Mazzulla and Vin LaFazia. I got 
into coaching, reffing. It’s a close 
knit community and recreation is the 
center of that. It’s a special commu-
nity,” said Corsinetti.

More than anything, Corsinetti is 
thankful for those he bonded with 
over the years both on the court and 
off.

“When you first get into coaching, 
you do it for the love of coaching and 
the love of the sport you’re coaching. 
Very quickly it becomes your love 
for the players, those relationships, 
the sports become a secondary 
thing,” Corsinetti said. “Those teach-
ing moments, the bus rides, team 
dinners. The relationships built 
along the way were probably more 
rewarding than the championships.”

■ HOF
(Continued from page 18)

COMMUNITY LEADER: Chris Corsinetti (left) as he receives the Gary V. Mazzie 
Lifetime Achievement Award.

TEAMMATES: Nick Raposo, Zach Clesas, John Willette and Jake Coro, who were 
all inducted and were teammates on the baseball team.

FORMER GOALIE: Frank Kiser, who was a past JHS HOF inductee and the 
goalie of the 1989 hockey team, addresses the crowd on Sunday.
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Electrical

Home Improvements

Valco Electric
Residential Specialist
Electrical Upgrades

Trouble Shooting & Repairs
Prompt & Courteous Service

401-921-3143
Lic. #A3990  AmEx/Disc/MC/Visa  Insured

Weatherproof
Home Improvement

Interior/Exterior Painting
Roofing • Siding • Gutters • Decks

Dennis
732-9218 

John’s Construction 
Handyman Services

Painting  ●   Windows
Carpentry  
942-1729

15% OFF next project with ad. 
Reg. #24655   ~     Insured

Handyman

Fall Cleanups
House - Cellars - 

Garages - Moving?
Anything hauled away, some for FREE!

30 yrs. - Reliable Service! 
741-2781 Lic. #37379 - Insured  

Plastering

Harold Greco Jr.
Plaster Perfection

ALL Small Repair Specialist
Emergency Water Damage Repairs
Historic Restorations

Painting
Senior, Veterans & Cash Discounts

Integrity & Passion
ALL MAINTENANCE

 Reg. #4114  ★     Member BBB  ★     Est. 1946

Call now! 738-0369 

Steven G. Ruhle 
PaintinG

Interior & Exterior
Small Exteriors

Neat, Clean Workmanship
639-0967

Free Estimates
Reg. 12067 - Insured

EAST COAST 
WOOD FLOORS
Installed • Sand

 Finish • Refinish
Insured • Senior Discounts

Cell 265-3644
 Reg. #15124

Flooring

E.W. FLAGG
Plumbing & Heating

New & Old
Installations • Repairs

Water Heaters
Commercial & Residential

        739-6155  

DAVIDSON’S
PLUMBING & HEATING

Water Heaters
Free Estimates

Remodeling ❖ Repairs
New Construction

MP #1696 737-4679 MPF #6470

CEMENT
MASONRY WORK
Chimneys ❖ Floors ❖ Patios

Driveways ❖ Steps ❖ Walkways
Repairs ❖ Free Estimates  
Ron 397-1891
Cell 639-2942
Reg. #6326  Licensed & Bonded   

Business ServiceS

Reilly Fence Inc.
Professional installations of
Vinyl •  Wood •  Aluminum 

Chainlink  Fences
Insured -  Free Estimates

Call & book an appt. today!
228-3647 Reg. #40392   

Fencing

C & J Painting
Interior/Exterior
Powerwashing

Free Estimates
Jason     ●      Craig

378-8525  ●  743-2554
Reg. #22833                 Insured              

Oil Tank Removal

Why wait for your oil tank to leak?
Old oil tanks removed
Licensed RI Waste Transporter

Drum Disposal
Newton B. Washburn, LLC.
Insured ●  Reg. #27176 ●  #RI877

401-647-9606

Power Washing

Coast to Coast
Power Washing
Everything Residential
When Quality/Service

Matters, call Ken,
401-413-0547

Satisfaction Guarenteed!
Save 20% off this month!

RI Reg. #GC47967

Liberty House
Junk Removal, Inc. 

We remove one item
or content of entire house.

Sheds and hot tubs
FREE EStIMatES

15 years of reliable service
Reg. #2983 & Insured

401-286-0505

Rubbish Removal

Masonry Painting

Plumbing & Heating

t & t Painting
25 years in Business

Interior and Exterior Painting

Power Washing
Deck Refinishing
Carpentry Repairs
Reasonable Rates
Free Estimates

Neat. Clean. Organized
Insured  - Reg. #3469

401-944-0336

To place your ad, 
please call Ida at 

732-3100
DEaDlInE:  Friday 4 PM

FROM STAFF REPORTS

Sophomore setter Yuleisy Alvelo (San 
Juan, Puerto Rico) posted a double-dou-
ble with 32 assists and 10 digs as Rhode 
Island College picked up its second Lit-
tle East win of the season in a 3-0 shutout 
vs. Southern Maine at The Murray Cen-
ter on Saturday afternoon.

RIC, which was without its top offen-
sive threat in sophomore outside hitter 
Sarina Marines (Cranston), took the first 
by seven, 25-18.

The visitors pushed RIC to the limit in 
both sets two and three, but the Anchor-
women prevailed by two in each stanza, 
25-23.

RIC had a balanced attack offensively, 
with junior middle hitter Andrayah Wil-
liams (North Providence) leading the 
way with eight kills.

Sophomore outside hitter Marina Col-
onis (Waterford, Conn.) posted seven 
kills and a team-high 12 digs. Alvelo and 
sophomore defensive specialist Brooke-
lyn Feola (Riverside, R.I.) each posted a 
match-best four service aces.

RIC stopped a three-match losing skid 
and picked up its seventh shutout win 

on the season in the victory.

Coast Guard picks off RIC
Sophomore goalkeeper Elhadji Ndoye 

(Cranston) made three saves as Rhode 
Island College lost, 3-0, vs. Coast Guard 
at Alumni Stadium on Saturday after-
noon.

RIC came up empty on six first half 
shots and Ndoye was tested early on as 
the Bears totaled 11 shots in the first 45 
minutes.

After a Coast Guard redirected shot in 
the 43rd minute, a foul on a loose ball 
awarded the visitors with a penalty kick 
attempt. Ndoye dove to his left to make 
the save to keep the game scoreless.

However, the visitors broke through 
with seven seconds left in the opening 
stanza to go into halftime up by a goal.

That would prove to be the game-
winner as RIC was unable to mount any 
offensive momentum, which led to the 
club’s first shutout setback this fall.

Two more goals came for the Bears in 
the second half to seal the Anchormen’s 
fate.

Coast Guard junior goalie John Put-
nam (Halfmoon, N.Y.) recorded his 

fourth shutout and made six saves in a 
winning effort (7-3).

Ndoye took the loss (2-1).

Macera leads RIC to LEC title match
Senior Amara Devine (Greenville) 

paired with fifth-year Amiah Sommer 
(Cumberland) for a win at No. 3 dou-
bles, then won at No. 6 singles, to lift No. 
2 Rhode Island College past No. 3 
Bridgewater State, 5-0, in the semifinals 
of the 2024 Little East Women’s Tennis 
Championship at the RIC Tennis Center 
on Thursday afternoon.

The Anchorwomen set themselves up 
for success by sweeping all three dou-
bles matches. Fifth-year Lauren Macera 
(Cranston, R.I.) and junior Erica Botelho 
(Greenville, R.I.) won, 8-1, at the top 
spot.

Freshman Haylie Peacock (West Gar-
diner, Maine) won (6-2, 6-0) at No. 4 
singles and Devine sent the Anchor-
women to the final with a straight set 
(6-1, 6-0) victory at sixth singles.

The Anchorwomen are playing in the 
Little East final for the ninth straight 
season and for the 10th time in the past 
11 years.

RIC previously defeated Bridgewater 
State, 8-1, in the two club’s regular sea-
son meeting on Sept. 7.

Freshman Haylie Peacock (West Gar-
diner, Maine) won in straight sets at No. 
4 singles as No. 2 Rhode Island College 
lost, 5-1, vs. No. 1 UMass Boston in the 
2024 Little East Championship final 
played at the Weymouth Club on Satur-
day evening.

The top-ranked Beacons took all three 
in doubles action to build a 3-0 lead after 
pairs action.

After a UMB win at second singles, 
Peacock won (6-1, 6-2) before the Bea-
cons won the title with a decision at No. 
1 singles.

Peacock concluded the 2024 season 
with a 17-0 singles record.

RIC was making its ninth straight ap-
pearance in the Little East Champion-
ship final and for the 10th time in the 
past 11 years.

The Beacons have defeated RIC in the 
LEC finals in each of the last three sea-
sons. UMB earned the top seed by edg-
ing the Anchorwomen, 5-4, in the two 
club’s regular season meeting on Oct. 5.

Anchorwomen blank Huskies

Heading into last Friday’s 
football game between Pil-
grim and Classical, I had a 

strange feeling that the Pats would 
take care of business. 

The Purple entered the matchup 
unbeaten and as the top-ranked 
team in Division III. Classical was 
the favorite, no doubt, but I just 
could not help but feel that Pilgrim 
was going to walk out the winner. I 
could not put my finger on it when 
everything pointed toward a Clas-
sical win. Record, points for, points 
against, general momentum, every-
thing screamed Classical.

Except for one thing: The Morry.
Pilgrim’s home field continues to 

be the best advantage in the state 
and there’s no better place to catch 
a game. There is something about 
that environment that continues to 
give even the best teams fits.

It’s dark, holy cow it is dark. Es-
pecially at midfield, there are times 
where opposing teams can’t pass 
the ball because it gets lost in the 

night sky mid flight. The Pats also 
have the all-black uniforms, which 
also makes them tough to track 
even though the players are right in 
front of you. As a media member, 
taking photos is a nightmare, but it 
is always fun watching opposing 
teams try to manage the light con-
ditions.

There are fans everywhere and 
the other team knows it. The only 
thing separating the fans from the 
sideline is the track and even better, 
Pilgrim provides seating at the pe-
rimeter of the end zone. Fans are 
right on top of you and watching 
the banter is (usually) hysterical. 
Pilgrim fans do a great job of heck-
ling without being disrespectful. 
There was a Classical red zone trip 
where the fans were all over the 
Purple receivers and you could tell 
the visitors were on edge, Classical 
struggled to stay focused in the red 
zone all night. 

After Pilgrim pulled off the up-
set, I asked a few players if they 

noticed the home field advantage 
that they seem to have. They 
agreed, but also pointed toward the 
field conditions, which as a specta-
tor is hard to evaluate. One player 
told me that it was “like running on 
gravel.” No lights, fans chirping, 
tough footing. If you are not a Pil-
grim player, that is a nightmare 
scenario.

Now, you can’t take anything 
away from Pilgrim’s performance. 

It scored in all three phases, came 
up with turnovers on defense, big 
plays on offense. Classical punched 
back in the second quarter to make 
it a game then rallied late and 
forced the Pats to come up with one 
last stand. It was a great game be-
tween two excellent teams and Pil-
grim was the better one last Friday. 
But, yes, Morry is the toughest 
place to play in Rhode Island. 

I spent the final three quarters on 
the Classical sideline as an experi-
ment. I typically stay on the home 
sideline when covering games, but 
I wanted to take the temperature of 
Classical after it fell behind by two 
touchdowns early. My suspicions 
turned out to be valid. The Classical 
players struggled with that envi-
ronment.

I heard players complaining 
about slipping, losing sight of the 
ball, saying the fans were encroach-
ing on the sideline in the back of the 
end zone. Credit to Classical for 
bouncing back in the fourth quar-

ter. It seemed like it was on the 
brink of unravelling in the third 
quarter but the kids showed poise. 
But again, even more credit to Pil-
grim for protecting its turf and tak-
ing out the division’s best team. 

Pilgrim is now a contender in 
Division III, and should it host a 
playoff game, the Pats may very 
well end up being the favorite come 
championship weekend.

In terms of big picture stuff, it 
was also the last homecoming 
game that the field will host as this 
is the final season the team will be 
using the historic facility. I don’t 
think that it is hyperbolic to say that 
it was one of the biggest wins in 
program history for the Pats. A big 
upset against a divisional foe in 
front of a packed audience in the 
final homecoming bash ever. 
Should Pilgrim go on to win the 
Super Bowl, this will be the game 
that we look back on and remem-
ber, at least as far as the regular 
season is concerned.

Morry remains RI’s scariest football foe
My pitch

by 
Alex 

Sponseller
Sports Editor

alexs@
rhodybeat.com
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MAIL OR BRING TO: 

BEACON MEDIA
1944 Warwick Avenue, Warwick RI 02889

E-Mail: classifieds@rhodybeat.com 

Please print clearly – One word per box
Phone number is one word. 
Not responsible for words we cannot read.

❑ BOLD TYPE
$4.00 per week. First line only. 

Name  ____________________________________________________________________________

Address  ___________________________________________________________________________

Town/State  ________________________________________________________________________

Phone ____________________________________________________________________________

Price Per Week __________________ # of Weeks ________ Amount Paid ____________________

 ❑ Check/Money Order Enclosed – Payable to: BEACON MEDIA

Account # ______________________________________________________________________________________

Security Code  ____________________    Expiration  Date   __________________________  

Circle One:

CLASSIFIED AD FORM

Classified Ad Deadline is
 FRIDAY AT 4PM*

*Thursday at 4pm if there is a Monday holiday

Make checks payable to: 

BEACON MEDIA

20 words

+$1 each addition word

*Add $1 for each additional word
Includes Warwick Beacon, Cranston Herald and Johnston Sun Rise
❑ Add The Reminder for an additional $10/week

20 Words – $35/week*

OFFICE HOURS:    Monday thru Friday  8:30 AM - 4:30 PM

To place or cancel a classified ad:

Call 732-3100 by — 
	 •	 4 PM Friday for
	 	 Cranston Herald (Thursday),
	 	 Johnston Sun Rise (Thursday),
	 	 Warwick Beacon (Thursday) &
	 	 The Reminder (Wednesday)

Line Ads:
20 Words - $35.00 per week
each additional word $1.00
bold first line $4.00
Includes Warwick Beacon, Cranston Herald 
and Johnston Sun Rise
Add The Reminder
for an additional $10/week

Business Service Ads: 
$35.00 per column inch per week*
Includes Warwick Beacon, Cranston Herald and 
Johnston Sun Rise
*Ad Must Run 4  Consecutive Weeks

Add The Reminder:
$8.00 per column inch. Ad Must Run 4  Consecutive Weeks.

Email ads to: Classifieds@rhodybeat.com

Please Check Your Ad!
We make every effort to carefully proofread all 
advertisements, however, we ask you to check 
your ad the first time it appears. If you find an 
error, call 732-3100 so that we may correct it in 
the next publication. Beacon Media shall not be 
liable for errors or omissions in, or failure to insert, 
any advertisement for which it may be responsible 
beyond the cost of the actual space occupied 
by the item in which error or omission or failure 
to insert occurred. Advertiser will be entitled to 
refund of advertisement price or insertion in next 
issue at advertiser’s option.

Sun Rise		  401-732-3100

CREDIT POLICY      We accept all major credit cards. We will bill line-by-line classified ads (with the excep-
tion of YARD SALE ADS) to customers adding $1.50 billing fee. Business Service ads must be prepaid until a Credit 
Application has been approved and account established.

RING
RHODE ISLAND NEWSPAPER GROUP

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
Statewide Coverage

Help Wanted
Real Estate

Autos
Items For Sale

732-3100

REACH OVER 125,000 HOMES

HIRING • SELLING • BUYING

Save Time.
Save Money.

To place your ad by phone,
please call Ida at

732-3100

Help Wanted 

Carpet Cleaning Technician/
Trainees: $700+/Week. Valid 
Driver's License. BCI required. 
Call Joe, 401-258-9648.

CLEANERS: 1st & 2nd Shift, 
20-25 hours per week, Monday-
Saturday. $15/hour. Must have 
valid Driver's License, reliable 
vehicle and clean BCI. Great job 
for retirees! Call Joe, 401-301-
1162.

Houses Wanted

WE BUY HOUSES:  Any condi-
tion!! Quick sale!!  House needs 
work? We don’t mind. Call 401-
595-8703.

Autos for Sale

SPECIAL FORD LEASE PICK-
UPS! All kinds, late models. 
From $9995. Auto Mart, 1108 
Park Avenue, Cranston. 946-
1070.

Autos Wanted

Classic Cars Wanted! Looking 
for American or European vehi-
cles. Restored or needing work. 
Collections or single cars. Will 
pay finder's fee for referrals. Call 
508-326-6359.

JUNK CARS WANTED. Up to 
$500 paid. Call 401-895-7351 
for quote.

Dogs for Sale

Border Collie pups, vet checked, 
shots, farm raised, $300.00. 
860-449-2246.

STAY CONNECTED
with all your local news...

johnstonsunrise.net

Classified Advertising 
Deadline is 4 PM Friday
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Real Estate
Transactions

YOU COULD SPONSOR THIS PAGE
For more information about this high-visibility opportunity, call

732-3100

Coventry

111 Reservoir Rd M&i Homes LLC  Dupuis, Brianne I 10/3 $315,000
12 Stephanie Dr Lot 12 Corrente T and Corrente 3rd Roger Lee A Pellegrini T and Pellegrini, Lee A 9/30 $442,000
5 Lane 6 Tempo Holdings LLC  Briggs, Andrew 10/4 $109,000
501 Hope Furnace Rd Olivieri Ralph L Est and Olivieri, Michael R Cowen, Richard 9/30 $825,000
54 Leuba Rd Beverly G Anderson T and Cooney, Arlene R  Taylor, Kyle and Young, Satsuki M 10/1 $400,000
7 Park Ln Winfield, Debra J and Fiske, Richard Buontempo, Rudolph and Buontempo, Scott  9/30 $30,000

Cranston

100 Burton St Lot 8 Messina, Kathleen and Messina, Laurence Kist, Kevin R and Kist, Michele A 9/30 $642,000
104 Alexander St Lukens, Robert Peixoto, Victoria H 9/30 $415,000
119 3rd Ave Tremblay Simone M Est and Kersey, David Mohamed, Osama 9/30 $430,000
12 Edgemere Dr Tasca, Susan Calise Prop LLC 10/3 $599,900
1320 Elmwood Ave Kyltiff Invest & Consulti Pierre, Junior and Pierre, Marie 9/30 $689,000
14 Brookfield Dr Ananthapadmanaba, Sriraman and Sriraman, Charulatha Kamara, Francess M 10/1 $390,000
15 Chappy St Desjarlais Lydia R Est and Desjarlais, Carl J Romero, Erica L and Romero, Christopher M 10/3 $375,000
155 Clark Ave Bain, Michael L and Bain, Erika Paolucci, Megan M and Paolucci Jr, Robert A 9/30 $472,500
16 Chappy St Olivo, Stephen Cabral Tavarez, Luis G and Baez, Yamilex V 10/3 $400,000
16 Chappy St Lot 1667 Olivo, Stephen Cabral Tavarez, Luis G and Baez, Yamilex V 10/3 $400,000
207 Pontiac Ave Caffrey, Louise M Innovation Grp LLC 9/30 $290,000
213 Cheshire Dr Lot 213 Scolardi, Paul Hatzakis, Ellen 10/3 $540,000
23 Angela Ave Agudelo, Ckarla E and Agudelo, Rafael H Mercurio, Vincent J and Marshall, Laura A 10/4 $530,000
25 Ashley St Rocheleau, Joseph and Rocheleau, Nicole K Kulczyk, Nicole 10/1 $405,000
266 Summit Dr Lucy E Megrdichian RET and Megrdichian, John M Gauvin, Adam R and Gauvin, Lauren A 10/4 $560,000
28 Whispering Pines Dr Porter, Nancy A Manton, Michael and Manton, Lauren 10/4 $640,000
29 Ryder Ave Estevez, Michael M and Estevez, Lissette Y Ocasio, Thomas and Marcano, Sirelys S 10/4 $430,000
297 Princess Ave Dipanni Jr, Michael R Paniagua, Jose D and Fondeur, Yaquelin 9/30 $400,000
30 Bennett Ave Lot 1003 Munoz, Valentin L and Liz, Zulen Perez, Miramor G 9/30 $405,000
30 Bennett Ave Lot 1004 Munoz, Valentin L and Liz, Zulen Perez, Miramor G 9/30 $405,000
44 Arnold Ave Samuel & Lauren Grossman and Grossman, Samuel Shedd, Andre and Tran, Camly 10/1 $775,000
45 Stamp Farm Rd Lot 75 Rolling Frito-Lay Sales L Willow Prop 14 LLC 10/ $2,150,000
58 Burbank St Iacobucci, Steven M and Iacobucci, Mark Fermin Jr, Crystal L and Fermin, Jonel 10/3 $258,400
58 Washington Ave Enterprise Invest LLC Rodriguez Gutie, Liliana K 10/3 $555,000
61 High School Ave Ryan, Stephen G and Ryan, Laurette A Torres, Claribel P 10/2 $421,000
74 Coolspring Dr Olga M Hurd Irt and Hurd, Howard Forte, Lynn A 10/3 $422,500
84 Meredith Dr Cimini Bruno F Est and Cimini, Donald J Coffey, David J 10/1 $515,000
85 Randall St Estrella, Aidan J and Swindell, Jason M Desire, Sephora and Joseph, Beatrice D 10/4 $365,000
9 Gray Coach Ln Lot 903 Patriot Bldrs Inc Cardoza, Christine M 9/30 $349,900
9 Gray Coach Ln Lot 913 Patriot Bldrs Inc Warneke, Ryan 9/30 $355,000
90 Doane St Eramo, Lisa A Pugliese, Kaylee and Masse, Colby 9/30 $455,000
90 Ellison St Elias-Capone, Susan Kronsberg, Kevin F 10/1 $355,0000

east greenwiCh

105 Crickett Cir Lot 105 Minor, Robert O and Minor, Joann L Andrea F Medeiros RET and Medeiros, Andrea F 9/26 $737,500
1070 Frenchtown Rd Brito, Sally L and Brito Sr, Michael Penta, Michael W and Penta, Angelica 10/4 $750,000
14 Mallard Way Ferretti, Cheryl A Ou, Heak and Ear, Lakthong 10/1 $1,375,000
200 Tillinghast Rd Gronhagen, Mark D and Gronhagen, Eric J Honey Rock Farm LLC 9/26 $475,000
25 Woodland Rd Leavy, Richard Mittendorff 2nd, Robert E and Mills, Ashley E 10/3 $595,000
35 Downing St John R Kramer T and Casey, Kirsten Jambyn Lt and Yablonsky, Michael 9/27 $900,000
46 Brookside Dr Conley, Patrick T Oconnell, Charles C and Campbell, Amanda 9/30 $1
65 Water St Massotti, Jeffrey R Porter, Douglas R and Porter, Doreen L 9/27 $960,000
66 Wanton Shippee Rd Arcidiacono, Christine M and Arcidiacono, Steven M Arcidiacono, Christine M and Arcidiacono, Steven M 10/4 $250,000
72 Great Rd, Darrow, Zachary G to Tasca Jr, Carl A and Tasca, Tania G, 9/30, $300,000

exeter

S Trail Commercial Condo Lot 1 Jade Investment Group LLC Cherella, William P and Cherella, Diane M 10/4 $279,000
S Trail Commercial Condo Lot 305 Jade Investment Group LLC Denise M Manzi T and Manzi 3rd, John A 10/4 $252,175
4 Levitt Ln Lineberry, Myles and Lineberry, Nancy Lineberry, Arielle 10/7 $425,000
50 Ridge Dr Darsch, Peter J Schoppmann, Gail E and Schoppmann, Ken 9/30 $792,500

Johnston

11 Traver Ave Lot 5 Marold, Brianna Meek 2nd, Paul T and Meek, Toni-Lynn 10/4 $175,000
1603 Plainfield Pike Lot B5 Donna A Diraimo RET and Diraimo, Donna A Russo, Rhonda 10/8 $295,000
30 Sprague Cir Fratantuono, Tracy A Rodriguez, Edwin E and Colon, Cyrstal S 10/7 $530,000
44 Leading S Brady, Thomas M and Brady, Elsie Brady, Thomas F 10/7 $100,000 

warwiCk

107 Greylawn Ave Rwr Re Invest Grp LLC Perez, Erick and Kelley, Hannah 10/2 $400,000
125 Posnegansett Ave Gary & Melanie Beaudette and Beaudette, Gary S Oberg, Gregg and Oberg, Ashley H 10/4 $500,000
145 Aborn Ave Rivera, Elizabeth Pereira, Hollie 9/30 $330,000
20 Gazebo View Dr Lot 20 Casey Kathleen D Est and Wickersham, Maureen C  Rawcliffe Flt and Rawcliffe, John A 10/4 $550,000
29 Chapmans Ave D&c Pratt Irt and Pratt, Jonathan S Palumbo, Nicholas 10/3 $465,000
29 Zachariah Pl Matthew R Pari Lt and Pari, Matthew R Casale, Brett 9/30 $415,000
30 Toledo Ave Garcia, Angel V Garcia, Max 10/2 $345,000
32 Oak Tree Ave Clifford, Brandon J and Taylor, Michelle Laplante Estates LLC 10/1 $330,000
331 Church Ave Kenneth J Uth Lt and Uth, Kenneth J Petrosinelli, Melissa and Petrosinelli, John 10/3 $565,000
4 Brewster Dr Cambio, Steven R Aquino, Ariel and Mercurio, Stefanie 10/1 $383,500
40 Oak Grove St Lot 10 Novembrino, Vito L Omalley, Kathyann 10/1 $795,000
4158 Post Rd Lot 15 Guillemette, Michael L Rinn Re Grp LLC 10/1 $260,000
4496 Post Rd Lot 3 Rimmerman Bernard Est and Rimmerman, Curtis M  Hennessy, Walter P and Giordano, Carol W 10/1 $520,000
46 Freeman St Mantia Maryann Est and Esquire, Thomas M Jl Invest LLC 10/3 $295,000
52 Warwick Lake Ave Ontario Invest LLC Toler, Michael A and Aadnani, Rachid 9/30 $460,000
5804 Post Rd Lot 4 Saint Ours, Matthew Porter, Dean R and Brown, Benita F 9/30 $334,000
66 Collingwood Dr Harding, Brett E and Doyle, Edward A  Castro, Yamilets 10/4 $374,900
70 Cedar Bay Dr Infante, Jeffrey Bolvin 3rd, Richard L 10/1 $1,040,000
72 Cathedral Rd Cabana Series V T and Us Bank TNa  Dalomba, Adrian 10/3  $281,000
76 Melbourn Rd  Moniz, Anne M and Kane, Timothy R Gillis, Andrew R and Gillis, Karen A 10/4 $1,750,000
79 Duncan Rd Catherine E Channell Lt and Channell, Catherine E Saint Germain, Cory 10/1 $311,000
85 Toll Gate Rd Dilorenzo, Anthony W  Bucci, Alexander M and Bucci, Courtney 10/2 $345,000
89 Cushing Rd Cody, Susan W Secretary Of Hud 10/2 $338,861
89 Fostmere Ct Jose Flt and Jose, David T Plummer, Ark 10/1 $535,000

west greenwiCh

106 Deer Run Dr Tetzner, Stephen C and Tetzner, Barbara E Andruchow, Matthew R and Andruchow, Chie K 10/1 $1,175,000

west warwiCk

1158 Acorn Ln Winsor, Haley L Phetsaynhakoth, Austin M and Tagliaferri, Julie L 10/7 $500,000
219 Legris Ave Noble, Brittany F  Piper, Jabari S 10/2 $360,000
4 Terrace Ave Chaves, Tyler  Miller, Corey 10/8 $295,000
55 South St Lot B Rhode Is Custom Bldrs LLC  Gigliotti, Danielle M 10/4 $399,900
6 W Valley Cir Lot 6 Residences At West Vly In Bambino, James and Bambino, Vivian 10/3 $450,400
85 Lenox Ave Boisvert, Roland W Boisvert, Diane E 10/8 $306,500

ADDRESS SELLERS BUYERS DATE PRICE ADDRESS SELLERS BUYERS DATE PRICE

This copyrighted material is compiled from public records and re-printed under agreement with the Warren Group of Boston. 
Not every community is reported each week. To report a data error, call 617–896–5310 or send an email to transfersatthewarrengroup.com
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RhodyLife

Filming “The Roaring Game,”
an underdog tale of redemption

Cinematography,
Curling     Cranston&

THAT’S A WRAP: The 
crew of “The Roaring 
Game” are all smiles 

after filming is complete.

GRONK TAKES CRANSTON: Posing with NFL icon, Rob Gronkowski, on 
the set of “The Roaring Game,” from left to right, actor Rob Goon, 
producer Chad Verdi, actor Mickey Rourke, actor Rob Gronkowski, 
director Tom DeNucci, producer Chad Verdi Jr., producer Paul 
Luba, and director of photography Marcus Ian Friedlander.

Top right photo: 
THE ICE MEN COMETH: Getting their grooves on the 
ice are, from left to right, Antwon Tanner (“Mitchell”), 
John Fiore (“Moretti”), Eddie Kaye Thomas and Darin 
Brooks as the “Rhodes Brothers.”  (Photos courtesy 
Michael Braga Jr. and Bryan Marchulaitis, set photographers; 
and Cole Harper, @graphicole)

By PAM SCHIFF
Special to the Beacon Media

Lights. Camera. Cranston.
For the past several months, film crews have been all over the state, mostly based in 

Cranston to shoot the comedy film “The Roaring Game.”
Filming started Sept. 16 and wrapped early Saturday morning, Oct. 5, with days run-

ning anywhere from eight to 12 hours.
The director Tom DeNucci is from Cranston and graduated from Cranston High 

School West in 2002. His resume since graduation has included being involved with 
almost 40 films, and was awarded the 2013 Rhode Island International Film Festival 
Robert Burgess Aldrich Award (Aldrich was also from Cranston).

Producers Chad Verdi Jr. and his father, Chad Verdi Sr., have family members that 
still live in Cranston. They also lived in Cranston for a time themselves.

The film is also produced by Michelle Verdi, Paul Luba and Anthony Gudas. Sera 
Verdi will executive produce and Ed Brady is an associate producer.

The Plot

The premise for “The Roaring Game” is a true underdog tale of redemption.
Rickey is a high school janitor who loses everything when his love, Kelly, is picked 

to play for Team USA hockey.
To win her back, Rickey creates a misfit curling team and uses his sweeping skills to 

compete for gold and complete a comic quest for redemption that captivates the nation.
“Cranston is a beautiful city and one of the state’s most prominent cities,” said 

Verdi Jr. “With so much to offer we were able to capitalize on the city’s diverse 
landscape — from public parks, to city buildings, to private event space, the city 

really welcomed us with open arms. It makes it easy to operate and run a 
smooth film set when you are able to work closely with the city itself and, 

on top of that, everything is so centrally located so the convenience fac-
tor is huge.”

The Verdi family has invested heavily in DeNucci throughout his ca-
reer, funding many of the movies he has written and directed. 

“It has been truly incredible working with this team and seeing the 
next generation of artists,” Brady said.

�  MOVIE - PAGE 26
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Local � Adoptable � Loveable
ANIMAL   TALK

By Karen Kalunian

If you have been thinking of adopting or know of an 
animal in need, please contact Karen directly at

animaltalk1920@gmail.com

Photo credit: Jess Woody

Hounds
If you are a dog lover and 
looking to adopt, then 
please visit the Exeter Ani-
mal Shelter. This is just one 
of the four lovable Hounds 
available and yes, they are all 
this beautiful! There are two 
boys and one girl, they are 
all about one year old. These 
precious pups were found 
abandoned in the woods 
left to fend for themselves. 
Luckily someone spotted 
them and they were brought 
safely to the shelter. They 
have been receiving lots of 
love and attention but they 
really would love to fi nd lov-
ing homes with a family of 
their very own. They will be 
so grateful to feel what it’s 
like to be loved forever!  For 
more information, please call 
the shelter 401-294-2754 
and tell them you’d love to 
meet the Hounds!

With over 50 Cranston residents as ex-
tras in the film, DeNucci was very inclu-
sive with the casting, even using 22 stu-
dents from the Cranston West Theater 
department, courtesy of Principal John 
Fontaine and teachers Christine Baum 
and Evan Lancia.

“With so much negativity in the world, 
I really wanted to tell a story that em-
braces the lighter side of life,” DeNucci 
said. “Directing my first comedy has been 
all about providing an escape and creat-
ing a space where audiences can just have 
a good time. We’ve had so many laughs 
on set. I cannot wait to share them with 
the world.”

City Collaboration

“The city worked with us on a number 
of things and we wouldn’t have had a 
successful film without the city’s help and 
collaboration,” said Verdi Jr. “We had an 
open line of communication with them, 
which allowed us to know exactly what 
we were and weren’t allowed to do. When 
you get the rules up front, it makes it easy 
to follow them. So we are very grateful for 
the city’s help and transparency.”

A lot of great memories were made. 
“The most memorable is the fact we 

were able to build an official curling rink 
inside of the Cranston Veterans Memorial 
Ice Rink,” said Verdi Jr. “Seeing that trans-
formation was truly remarkable and it is 
not nearly as easy as it seems.”

The cast and crew were delighted by 
the culinary scene in Cranston as well. 
Twin Oaks takeout was a cast favorite. 
Saugys and Luxe Lemon were also popu-
lar.

“The energy and culture I was around 
every day needs to be studied,” Brady 
said. “It was truly electric and inclusive.” 

He said he “learned a lot” from “this 
young producing team” and that he is 
“very very very proud” of them.

Winter Olympics

The producers expect a commercial 
movie release date may coincide with the 
Winter Olympic games in 2026.

“The cast on this film covers multiple 
generations and decades,” said Verdi Jr. 
“We are going for the gold with this proj-
ect and targeting a release to coincide 
with the upcoming Winter Olympics.”

DeNucci took to his Facebook page to 
express his gratitude and appreciation to 
everyone connected to the project: “The 
journey behind this project just about 
spans the entire length of my career,” he 
wrote. “When I was 24 I sold a script to 
the only producer who believed in me at 
the time, Chad Verdi. The script was writ-
ten but the timing wasn’t right. We went 
on to make dozens of other films together 
and ‘The Roaring Game’ was tucked away 
for safe keeping. Last spring the movie 
planets aligned and we began prepping 
the movie. It’s hard to describe the feeling 
of finally crossing the finish line. This was 
my first comedy and I can safely say I’ve 
never laughed so much in a four week 
stretch in my life. That’s gotta be a good 
sign. So thankful for this phenomenal 
cast. They took the simple words on the 
page and bringing them to life in ways I 
could have never imagined. This cast of 
strangers quickly became a team. That 
team became a family. I’ll never forget 
their efforts and can’t wait to share the 
laughs we created with the audience.”

Recent projects released by Verdi Pro-
ductions include “Chosen Family,” star-
ring Heather Graham and Julia Stiles; 
“Junction” starring Bryan Greenberg, 
Griffin Dunne and Sophia Bush; and 
“Knockout Blonde,” the documentary 
about transgender boxing manager Kellie 
Maloney.

■ Movie
(Continued from page 25)

MASTER CLASS FREE OF CHARGE: Movie director/producer Tom DeNucci 
speaks to Cranston West students on the set of his latest movie, “The Roaring Game.”

We have been reviewing 
movies since the mid 1970s, 
and have never had such a 
tough time finding good ones.

We used to average 3.5 mov-
ies a week. Admittedly, they 
were not all five star produc-
tions, but they certainly were 
better than a lot of stuff we’ve 
sat through lately.

Netflix has filled the gap 
somewhat, and the Avon occa-
sionally brings an interesting 
foreign or independent film to 
the East Side, but since the pan-
demic the quality and quantity 
of good movies has diminished.

TURNER CLASSIC  
MOVIES

We’ve often heard the expres-
sion, “They don’t make ‘em like 
they used to,” and that is a fact 
that has led us to watching the 
Turner Classic Movies channel. 

If you don’t have it, get it.
Twenty-four hours a day, 365 

days a year, Turner Classic 
Movies airs everything from 
early silent films, to classics 
from the ’40s into this century, 
commercial free and with ex-
perts giving their insights into 
the films.

You’ll get some of the best 
scary films at Halloween, politi-
cal films before election time, 
Christmas movies, and festivals 
featuring great actors like John 
Wayne, Patricia Neal and Paul 
Newman.

We like to check their listings, 
which can be easily Googled, 
and record them for that rainy 
day or evening when you just 
can’t find anything good on TV.

Here’s a sample of what is 
coming up:

Friday, Oct. 25
8:00 p.m. — “All the Presi-

dent’s Men” (1976): Woodward 
and Berstein uncover the Water-
gate scandal in this four star 
drama starring Dustin Hoffman 
and Robert Redford.

10:30 p.m. — “Citizen Kane” 

(1941): Orson Welles’ classic 
film of all time.

Saturday, Oct. 26
6:00 p.m.  — “The Devil and 

Daniel Webster” (1941)

Sunday, Oct. 27
6:00 p.m. — “Gaslight” (1944): 

Classic starring Charles Boyer.
8:00 p.m. — “Cry, the Beloved 

Country” (1995): James Earl 
Jones and Richard Harris.

with 

Joyce & Don

Fowler

Movies

See it at the 

The 1976 classic “All the President’s Men” starring Robert Redford and Dustin Hoffman is 
among the gems playing on Turner Classic Movies this weekend.
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Quality Fuel at a Low Price!
Since 2007

Aurora Fuel Heating
& Air conditioning

401-823-5996
www.aurorafuelri.com Lic#31

Heating/AC  Repair • Service • Cleanings
AC, Furnace, Boiler and Oil Tank Installation & Replacement
Automatic Delivery Available • Heating Assistance Vendor

call for lowest price!

BEFORE AFTER
FULL SERVICE GUTTER PROTECTION

Say “NO” to Cleaning
Out Your Gutters. 

Protect Your Home
With LeafFilter.

FULL SERVICE GUTTER PROTECTION – SCHEDULE YOUR FREE INSPECTION NOW! 1-888-408-5043

+

LET THE PROS HANDLE IT!™

20 10% %
OFF OFF

Your Entire Purchase* Seniors + Military

+ See Representative for full warranty details. *One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year. 1Subject to credit approval. 
Call for details.  AR 366920923, AZ ROC 344027, CA 1035795, CT HIC.0671520, FL CBC056678, IA C127230, ID RCE-51604, LA 559544, MA 176447, 
MD MHIC111225,  MI 262300173, 262300318, 262300328, 262300329, 262300330, 262300331, MN IR731804, MT 226192, ND 47304, NE 50145-22, 
50145-23, NJ 13VH09953900, NM 408693, NV 86990, NY H-19114, H-52229,  OR 218294, PA 179643, 069383, RI GC-41354, TN 10981, UT 10783658-
5501, VA 2705169445, WA LEAFFNW822JZ, WV WV056912.

++ We o	 er fi nancing that fi ts your budget!1

Promo: 285

seasons 1-4

STREAMING NOW 
ripbs.org

By ROBERT DUGUAY

While this year’s Oktoberfest has already come and 
gone, there are still gatherings ringing in the festivities 
all over the globe. An example of this is Proctoberfest, 
which is an annual event that’s put on by Proclamation 
Ale Company at their brewery located on 298 Kilvert 
St. in Warwick. The fourth edition of this extravaganza 
is taking place on Oct. 27 from 12 noon to 6 p.m. and 
there’s going to be a lot of fun to be had. A couple mu-
sical acts will perform live along with a special menu 
featuring flavorful beers and scrumptious food. There’s 
going to be competitions in both stein holding and keg 
rolling and also a lederhosen costume contest. 

The trademark beer of the event is Guggenmusik, 
which is a Märzen that takes its name from a tradition 
that coalesces with fall’s transition into winter. This 
particular brew is being made in collaboration with the 
illustrious intergalactic improv performance group Big 
Nazo, which is headquartered in Providence. 

“Our annual Oktoberfest-style beer collaboration 
with Big Nazo is called Guggenmusik, which is named 
after a tradition of parades of people in costume play-
ing loud and strange music to frighten away the spirits 
of winter,” Proclamation owner & creative director Lori 
Witham says. “Once again, we will celebrate this beer 
with our fourth annual Proctoberfest this Sunday. Big 
Nazo and Providence Drum Troupe will perform as 
they only know how, and our brewer, Bruce Hutchings, 
will display his bagpipe skills. Belly Busters will be 
creating an Oktoberfest menu for the day that includes 
soft pretzels, brats, and schnitzel. We will also have lo-
cal vendors selling snacks and gifts, come get weird 

with us!”
“Normally I play solemn events, vigils, funerals with 

the occasional wedding but at Proctoberfest, I’ll be 
playing festive, traditional and non traditional tunes 
for the crowds near and far!”, Hutchings adds. “You 
may ask how the bagpipes relate to a German inspired 
event, but ‘Guggenmusik’ refers to a group of people 
playing loud music, and if you’ve ever been at a parade 
you have an idea on how loud the bagpipes are! It’s 
going to be a fun, festive and weird afternoon so it’ll be 
worth the visit to experience it all. Last year, I had the 
opportunity to ‘jam’ with Big Nazo and the Providence 
Drum Troupe, so we shall see if we make the magic 
happen again!” 

The upcoming gig for the Providence Drum Troupe 
is one of seven shows for the group ahead of a gala 
fundraiser they’re having on Nov. 9 at their clubhouse 
located on 517 Atwells Ave. in their home city. They’re 
very excited to be bringing a party atmosphere to Proc-
toberfest and collaborating with Big Nazo in vibrant 
fashion. 

“The Providence Drum Troupe is coming off a rather 
robust summer performance schedule and always 
looks forward to returning to one of our original spon-
sors, the Proclamation Ale Company!,” founder and 
performer David Lee Black exclaims. “We are combin-
ing creative forces for the greater good with Big Nazo 
again for this special Proctoberfest! Performing in Ok-
toberfest attire, the Providence Drum Troupe and Big 
Nazo will create a funky interactive dance party for the 
citizens of Earth and beyond at Proclamation!”

For more info on Proctoberfest, log onto Proclama-
tion Ale Company’s website at proclamationaleco.com. 

Proclamation Ale located at 298 Kilvert St., Warwick
(Submitted photo)

Proclamation Ale Company’s 
Proctoberfest returns with
live music, delicious food &

special brews

Join us for two unforgettable nights as 
Rhode Island’s very own Rose Weaver 
returns for a special evening of live jazz, 
delicious cuisine, and soulful storytell-
ing. Rose Weaver: A Celebration of Jazz & 
Fine Dining will take place at the re-
nowned Pot au Feu restaurant, 44 Cus-
tom House St., Providence, on Friday, 
Oct. 25, at 7:30 p.m. and Saturday, Oct. 
26, at 7:30 p.m. The event features a 
three-course dinner with wine, accompa-
nied by a captivating musical perfor-
mance from the legendary singer and 
actress. Tickets are $100 per person (in-
cluding tax and tip.)

Rose Weaver, whose voice has graced 
stages worldwide, will pay tribute to the 
jazz greats that inspired her illustrious 
career. Accompanied by Jhony Keys on 
keyboards and Dave Zinno on acoustic 
bass, this performance promises to be an 
enchanting evening of music and memo-
ries.

Rose Weaver
Rose Weaver has returned to her Prov-

idence roots from Atlanta, where she 
continues her work as a playwright, ac-
tress, and singer. The oldest of six chil-
dren born to a sharecropping family in 
Georgia, Weaver grew from humble 
roots into a dynamic actress, singer, play-
wright, and motivational speaker. Her 
talent has graced countless productions 
at Trinity Repertory Company, most re-
cently August Wilson’s Gem of the 
Ocean in March 2022.

She received her B.A. from Wheaton 
College and an MFA in Creative Writing 
from Brown University. She holds three 
Honorary Doctor of Fine Arts Degrees 
from Wheaton College, Marymount 
Manhattan College, and Providence Col-
lege.

Tickets are available online at https://
pot-au-feu-100967.square.site.  

Rose Weaver: A celebration of 
jazz & fine dining

Oct. 25 & 26 at Pot au Feu, Providence
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PROUDLY SERVING THE COMMUNITY SINCE 1970

Vincent S. Podmaska
vinny@grahaminsuranceinc.com

1465 Atwood Avenue
Johnston, RI 02919
Tel: 401-273-8700

(401) 461-5600     www.budgetrooterservice.com
Drain Problem? No Problem!

Just Call Jim!
40+ Years of Experience

Family Owned
And Operated

Servicing both Commercial and Residential Clients:
Main Sewer Lines • Sinks • Tubs • Showers • Floor Drains

Video Camera Pipe Inspection

“Why Pay More?”

storage containers for rent
Stationary at our Johnston location 

or mobile at your location 
for a monthly rental fee. 

call for our 
pricing & incentive

programs
for long term use.401.837.0048 or 401.626-8737

yard debris, 
junk removal and more!
10, 15, 20 & 30 yard containers placed at your location

call for pricing and availability.

Very competitiVe rates, fast, reliable courteous serVice

401.626.8737 or 401.837.0048

Goulin StoraGe

ProPane Filling Station

904 Manton Ave. • Providence (in front of StoP & ShoP)
Phil.Johnston32@gmail.com  •  www.jfcpropane.com

621-8129 Call Phil
• Open 7 days a week
• Open all year
• English & Spanish

All
ProPAne

TAnks
Filled
Here

1944 WarWick avenue, WarWick, rhode island  02889

melissa miller
a c c o u n t  e x e c u t i v e

melissam@rhodybeat.com
p 401-732-3100

Mention This Ad For $500 OFF Exterior Painting Jobs ($2500 & Over)

Nardone Painting Co.
InterIor and exterIor Work

roofing, Siding and Windows
Now offeriNg: Carpentry,

Kitchen & Bath remodeling & Hardwood floors
Over 40 Years Experience — Quality Work

LIcenSed & InSured

401-943-1675
Luciano nardone                       27 tweed Street, cranston

SCAN NOW 
FOR AN 
INSTANT 
QUOTE

SOFT WASHING SERVICES
HOUSE WASH - ROOF WASH - DECK WASH - PATIO WASH - FENCE WASH

Licensed & Insured • Gift Certifi cates Available

ADDITIONAL CLEANING SERVICES
• Solar Panels • Gutters •

FREE ESTIMATES
401-595-0726

www.PowerWashJM.com

Place Your Ad Today
Reach

LOCAL
Customers!
 ONLY

$1650
(10-week commitment)

3.42”x2” ad • FREE COLOR WHEN AVAILABLE

Call 732-3100

Let’s create some art over at our beautiful space! 
1287 MAIN STREET, WEST WARWICK 
401-317-9023 • www.joszone.com

SATURDAY
PAINTING
CLASSES

11AM-1PM
ages 13+ • $15 p.p. 

includes all supplies

CREATE YOUR
OWN ART! 

any day/any canvas size 

Freestyle your own 

drawing or painting 

$5-$20 per canvas

Either Ore Jewelers
Eitherorejewelersonline.com

1500 Atwood Ave.
Johnston, RI 02919
401-274-2126

Ralph Manzi
president

Eitherorej@aol.com

1944 WarWick avenue, WarWick, rhode island  02889

Linda QuagLieri
a c c o u n t  e x e c u t i v e

lindaq@rhodybeat.com
p 401-732-3100

cranston paint
& Wall covering

InterIor and exterIor paIntIng

Now bookiNg 
iNterior and exterior projects

“Products and Services From One Source”

946-5070 or  265-5095
cranstonpaintri.com

386 atwood avenue, cranston, rI

all major credit cards accepted ri reg. #37080

JRM Landscape
Construction LLC

774-644-4733
or 401-226-2716

Call Us For
a Free
Estimate

No Job Too Big or Small, We Do It All!
Mulch • Stone • Sod • Bushes Planted, 

Trimmed & Removed • Excavation •
Weekly/Bi-Weekly Lawn Maintenance •

Grading • Demo • Patios & More

RI Reg # 46236

JRM Landscape ConstructionJRM Landscape Construction
Folllow us on Facebook!

Licensed & Insured

WET LEAKY BASEMENT?
• PUMPS INSTALLED • UNDER FLOOR DRAINAGE

• FOUNDATION & BULKHEAD REPAIRS • EGRESS OPENINGS
LET A PROFESSIONAL SOLVE YOUR BASEMENT WATER PROBLEMS

(401) 516-3641
www.DivConServices.com

Diversified Services                       RI Reg. #9386
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