
Bulletin Board
Jan. 1, 49th Annual Penguin Plunge for Special 
Olympics Rhode Island at its new location, Scar-
borough State Beach in Narragansett. The main 
plunge kicks off at 12 p.m., followed by a family-
friendly plunge at 12:15 p.m. Registration is $25, and 
additional fundraising is encouraged. This support 
makes a profound difference in the lives of Rhode 
Islanders with intellectual disabilities, empowering 
them to achieve their dreams.
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Happy
Holidays!

By JOHN HOWELL

The days of bidding wars over home purchases are over, 
although according to local Realtors, the inventory of homes 
for sale is still below a “balanced market.”

Philip Slocum of Slocum Real Estate in Warwick makes the 
comparison to a car’s gas gauge. Until fairly recently the 
gauge was bouncing off “E” with only a few houses for sale. 
Those on the market were snapped up quickly with some 
buyers bidding up to twice the asking price, forgoing inspec-
tions and putting down cash to make the sale. It was a sell-
er’s market and home prices kept shooting up.

As of last Thursday, Slocum said, there were 901 active 
home sales statewide, with 70 of them in Warwick.

“People are not wildly aggressive as they had been,” Slo-
cum said. 

According to Rhode Island Association of Realtors data for 
November, the average number of days a home is on the 
market is 32 and the number of sales for the month, 589 state-
wide, is up 1.5% from November 2023. Warwick sales for the 
month were 75 homes, an increase of nearly 23% from last 
November.

As Slocum sees the gauge today at a quarter of a tank, 
which is halfway to a balanced tank, at half full, when there 
are sufficient homes to offer buyers options and enough of a 
demand to give sellers good value for their homes.

“We’re going in the right direction,” says Chris Whitten, 
president of the Rhode Island Association of Realtors. Yet, he 
sees a significant hurdle – not enough new houses to keep up 
with the demand.

“We’re circulating mostly preexisting inventory,” Whitten 
said in an interview. At that moment, the owner and broker 
of Pemeer Real Estate in Smithfield said, he was looking out 
his window at the site for 160 homes announced over six 
months ago, yet construction has not started and the project 
is bogged down in permitting. 

He said he talked with House Speaker K. Joseph Shekarchi, 
who is looking to continue his legislative campaign to cut red 
tape for new housing and is hopeful. Whitten, nonetheless, 
calls it a “very tricky market at this time.” He cites what he 
terms “buyer fatigue” where once-active buyers are taking a 
break from their search. As a result, he said, “we’re seeing a 
price drop.” He expects this to be a temporary dip. 

The median statewide price of single family homes contin-

More homes for sale, 
but still a seller’s market

Home sweet home
Home prices across our community continue to rise. Above, this Nausauket Road property sold for $2 million in 
May. See page 5 for the top three home sales in Cranston and Warwick for 2024.   (Source RIliving.com)
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Year in review

Beacon Media staff reports

After 62 years, brothers George and Ernie Soti-
rakos decided the time had come to close the 
doors of Wein-O-Rama, located at 1009 Oaklawn 
Ave., Cranston, in August. But it will soon be re-
opened thanks to two Rhode Island businessmen.

Eric Beaune, owner of Garden Hills Fruit and 
Deli, and Chris Tasca of Fly Alliance are reopen-
ing the local institution. They hope to have it 
open by early spring and said they plan to keep 
as much the same as possible – from the menu to 
the staff.

Tasca confirmed that he and Beaune have 
reached out to the former staff to rehire them, and 
said there are no plans to change the menu or the 
winning wiener formula. In fact, he said, they 
plan to keep the business as much the same as 
possible.

“This isn’t just about owning a business,” he 
said. “It’s more of a legacy project.”

Founded by Mike Sotirakos in 1962, and with 
his sons George and Ernie taking over after he 
retired, the diner stayed in the family until it 
closed. The brothers said it had simply come time 

to hang up their aprons, but they will always miss 
their customers.

“We worked hard to keep things going the way 
he always did,” said George. “I’d just like thank 
everyone for their years of support.” 

Wein-O-Rama bids farewell, rises again

Wein-O-Rama, located at 1009 Oaklawn Ave., Cranston, closed after 62 
years in August. But it will soon be reopened under new ownership. (Bea-
con Media photo)

By RYAN DOHERTY

 The historic Park Theatre reopened its doors in 
October.

The theater – which closed temporarily last year 
– hosted multiple shows this fall, including “Jim 
Henson’s Labyrinth: In Concert,” “A Bronx Tale 
Live: One Man Show – Chazz Palminteri” and 
The Irish Tenors. 

The historic theater is under new management 

Park Theatre curtain goes 
up again in new hands

park - PAGE 12■

Spotlight on Warwick schools in 2024
Perhaps the most frequent subject of our War-

wick stories in 2024 involved the public school 
system. 2024 started off with a big change there 
– with Shaun Galligan taking over as School 
Committee Chairman in January – and major 
news items would continue throughout the year.

One of the largest occurred during the final 
weeks of the 2023-24 school year, as Oakland 
Beach Elementary School teacher Milissa O’Neil 
was named Rhode Island’s Teacher of the Year in 
a surprise ceremony attended by state Commis-
sioner of Education Angélica Infante-Green. 

Warwick students also had many accomplish-
ments of their own. In March, Hoxsie and Park 
elementary schools made history as they played 
Rhode Island’s first-ever unified basketball game 
at the elementary level – something that Hoxsie 
Principal Gary McCoombs said will be signifi-
cantly expanded in 2025.

 Four Warwick culinary students also got to 
take part in the National Restaurant Associa-
tion’s ProStart Invitational, where they got to 
present their vision for a restaurant in the restau-
rant management competition. Their restaurant 
concept – Cristofori, an upscale Tuscan restau-
rant named after the inventor of the piano and 
with a music-inspired theme – won Rhode Is-
land’s competition in February.

The biggest of school stories, though, involved 
plans for construction of new Pilgrim and Toll 
Gate high schools. 

In February, LeftField Project Management 
was brought on as the project manager for both 
schools, and Dimeo was tapped as construction 
manager in April. The push for new schools saw 
greater urgency in March as well, with Toll Gate 
closed for two weeks due to a leaky heater unit 
and transformer failure in the school’s library. 

Throughout the spring and summer, LeftField, Dimeo and architects Sac-
coccio & Associates and Saam Architecture gave monthly updates on the 
project’s progress. August saw a major milestone reached when both architec-
ture firms showed their designs for Toll Gate and Pilgrim to the public in a 

schools - PAGE 5■

An artist’s rendering of the planned new Toll Gate High School. (Beacon 
Media files)

Take a look back at 
some of the top sports 
stories from the year 
2024.

Sports, page 19

A look back
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BANKRUPTCY
FREE CONSULTATION

Call 785-2300
We are a debt relief agency.
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#5840

40 Years
in Business!

Resid
ential Specialist

R&R Roofing
401-823-1330

Roof Specials on Complete Jobs
All Work Guaranteed!

Richard Rossi, owner
rrossi57@gmail.com

www.randrroofi ngri.com

Free Estimates!

NOW ACCEPTING CREDIT CARDS

Super Service Award Winner 
2013, ’14, ’15,’16, ‘17, ‘18, ‘21
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Data: Warwick crosswalks 
safer than RI norm

The crosswalk in front of 
the Conimicut post of-
fice is generally a good 
place to cross West 
Shore Road. Using the 
walk here is police Col. 
Brad Connor. (Beacon 
Media photo) 

By JOHN HOWELL

Are crosswalks in Warwick safer than those in other 
parts of the state?

That appears to be one conclusion from a recent study 
that found Rhode Island crosswalks among the most dan-
gerous in the nation.

Warwick police data indicates that of the 17 pedestrian 
fatalities in the city between 2017 and 2024, one occurred 
in a crosswalk, 13 resulted when pedestrians sought to 
cross a road without using a designated crosswalk and 
three occurred in parking lots. 

Another conclusion from the Warwick data is that ef-
forts to enforce crosswalk legislation are proving effective.  

On a national scale, Florida personal injury lawyers 
Anidjar & Levine, utilizing data from the National High-
way Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) from 2017 to 
2021, focused on the number of pedestrians involved in 
fatal collisions who were recorded as being at marked 
crosswalks at the time. The study ranks Nevada, Rhode 
Island, Hawaii, Massachusetts and New Jersey as the 
states with the highest percentages of pedestrian-involved 
fatal collisions in marked crosswalks.

Rhode Island followed Nevada with 62 pedestrians in-
volved in fatal crashes over the five-year period, 27 of 
which occurred at marked crosswalks, accounting for 
43.5% of the state's total number of pedestrians involved in 
deadly collisions.

“Although we’ve had our share of pedestrian fatal acci-
dents, most have occurred outside of the crosswalks,” 

Warwick police Col. Brad Connor wrote in an email.
The single Warwick fatality within a crosswalk occurred 

Nov. 30, 2018, on Greenwich Avenue in front of 300 Lam-
bert Lind Highway. Connor remembers responding to the 
incident.

“Early morning sun glare and the sudden change of the 
traffic/pedestrian crosswalk signal were both factors,” he 
said. “The timing of both the traffic and pedestrian cross-
walk lights were extended by a few seconds as a result,” 
he added.

Enforcement of the law is having an effect.
In some cases police officers in plainclothes are stationed 

at crosswalks prepared to step off the curb. When motor-
ists fail to stop, they are pulled to the side of the road and 
given a citation or issued a warning.

Of the 12 pedestrian enforcements conducted in 2024, 
police issued 267 violations or warnings.  During 2023, 
when the department conducted seven enforcements, 250 
violations or warnings were issued. 

And in 2022, a total of 63 violations or warnings were 
issued during six enforcements. 

A spokesperson for Anidjar & Levine commented on the 
national findings: “These statistics highlight the significant 
risks pedestrians face at marked crosswalks. Crossing at a 
marked crosswalk might be the time when pedestrians feel 
they are safest on the road but this data, unfortunately, 
highlights the dangers that they face, underscoring the 
need for heightened awareness and adherence to safety 
measures by both drivers and pedestrians.”

Knowing where to cross
City Council President Steve McAllister came to a stop and snapped this photo of Canada geese crossing   Arnolds 
Neck Drive where the city recently installed a sign that flashes the speed of motorists and warns of wildlife crossing. 
Funding for the sign was part of the $200,000 in American Rescue Plan Act funding that the city administration allo-
cated to each ward. “I have gotten a lot of great feedback from residents since these went up last week,” McAllister 
reported.

Advertise Today!
To place your ad, call 732-3100
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Helping
WarWick’s
needy

Yes, I would like to make a donation to the 
Holiday Basket Program

Name ___________________________________
Address _________________________________
City ______________________ Zip ___________
❏ Please keep my name confidential
❏ Check Enclosed _______ Amount ___________
MAil to: Beacon Media, Neighbors Helping Neighbors,
 1944 Warwick Avenue, Warwick, RI 02889

NoN-perishable Food items aNd
FiNaNcial* doNatioNs caN be dropped 
oFF at the FollowiNg locatioNs:

•	 Pilgrim	Senior	Center
•	 Beacon	Communications
•	 Warwick	City	Hall
*Checks should be made payable to “Neighbors Helping Neighbors”

You	Can	Help	A	Needy	Family
Canned goods and non-perishable food items can be dropped off at the locations listed below, 
or a cash donation can be made payable to Neighbors Helping Neighbors c/o Warwick 
Beacon, 1944 Warwick Avenue, Warwick, Ri 02889 or Dept. of Human Services, Pilgrim 
Senior Center, 27 Pilgrim Parkway, Warwick, Ri  02888 (use coupon below).

Thank You to Contributors:
Bob Fontaine Photography
Lau Brothers Enterprises
 dba Han Palace
Ocean State Alarm Company, Inc.
Robert Baxter Associates, Inc.
Iggy's Doughboys, Inc.
Arrest-A-Pest
Crusty's Pizza
Elaine Gambardella
Sullivan Tire Co., Inc.

Bove Associates
Washington Trust
Greenwood Credit Union
Anonymous
William & Patricia McDevitt
Taylor A. Cann
Eloise Boyer
Cap City of RI
Laraine Fennimore
Roger & Betty Keefe

Beverly Lucas
Michael & Sandra Stuart
David & Carolyn Tessitore
Ed & Claire Thurston
Warwick Independent School 

Employees
Stephen & Marilyn Blanche

By JOHN HOWELL

In June of 2023 the City Council ap-
proved the sale of the former Aldrich Ju-
nior High School to WinnDevelopment for 
$2 million. Winn’s plan calls for conversion 
of the former school into housing for low- 
and moderate-income seniors. 

While $2 million is less than what the 
administration hoped to get for the prop-
erty, the council and the mayor were happy 
with the developers and what would be-
come of the brick school with its stately 
entrance overlooking Post Road.  When the 
bid was accepted, Winn, with offices in 
Boston, outlined a plan to have financing 
in place by January 2024 and construction 
starting soon after. That hasn’t happened. 
There are no signs of activity in the build-
ing, although during a walk-through in the 
summer of 2023 there were a few pigeons 
that had found their way in through bro-
ken windows. 

“It takes time. We knew that when we 
accepted the bid,” City Planner Thomas 

Kravitz said last Mon-
day. Kravitz provided 
a narrative of how 
Winn proposes to 
transform the school 
into 63 units of low- 
and moderate-income 
housing for people at 
least 55 years old.  
The unit mix will in-
clude 54 one-bedroom 
units and nine two-
bedroom units.

Last Monday was 
the deadline for 
Rhode Island Hous-
ing applications for 
grants toward devel-
opment of affordable 

homes. Kravitz didn’t have specifics of the 
Winn grant application, but he is hopeful 
Winn can consolidate funding and start 
renovations by this time next year.

“They key is fully funding on the first 
[application] round,” he said. A spokes-
man at Rhode Island Housing said last 
week it was too soon to know how many 
qualified applications for grants had been 
filed or the amounts required. But, he said, 
74 applicants were awarded a total of $190 
million in 2023. 

In order to expedite the process, the city 
has given Winn preliminary submission 
approval of the project. Kravitz pointed 
out Winn would also need Department of 
Environmental Management approval of 
soil-erosion and sediment-control plans. 
Kravitz is especially excited Winn will 
deed back to the city school fields and 
open space. Under an agreement, the 
school gym would be available to the Po-
lice Athletic League.

The building would offer a tenant 
lounge, management and leasing office, 

and on each floor a laundry room and ac-
cess to two elevators.

“Through its robust resident-services 
platform, Connected Communities, Winn 
will provide a continuum of care services 
on site – allowing residents to live inde-
pendently and age in place. A wellness 
room will be available for continuum of 
care and benefit support services,” reads 
an administrative review submitted to the 
city. 

The building would have seven entranc-
es including the main entry at the top of 
the stairs that gives the building its classi-
cal look. Winn is emphasizing its efforts to 
preserve the historical aspects of the prop-
erty. 

Other aspects of the project included in 
the review are a bagging style trash chute 
centrally located near the rear of the build-
ing. Each of the three floors is to have a 
trash room with trash-chute access door 
and 90-gallon containers for recycling. An 
outside enclosure would be provided at 
the rear parking lot for trash and recycling 

pickup. There would also be a mainte-
nance office, workshop and storage area 
for site staff. A main electric room would 
be located on the ground floor and electri-
cal and electronic equipment closets would 
be located on each floor. 

Winn’s bid was the highest of five for the 
school and its 11 acres across from a former 
shopping plaza now home to a Walmart. 
Winn was also the only bidder to put for-
ward a plan to repurpose the building, 
which city leaders had hoped for, rather 
than leveling the site for housing or worse 
yet a big box store.

Aldrich closed as a junior high school in 
2017 as part of the consolidation of second-
ary schools that included the closing of 
Gorton Junior High School and the conver-
sion of Veterans High School into a middle 
school, leaving Warwick with two high 
schools, Pilgrim and Toll Gate. 

The Winn representative working on the 
Aldrich project did not respond to a re-
quest to comment on this story.

City planner: ‘It takes time’ to turn school into homes
Aldrich conversion to senior housing 

By ROSEGALIE CINEUS

A museum on wheels made its 
way to Park View Middle School 
recently for its first school pre-
sentation yet.

The Asian American Pacific Is-
lander (AAPI) Mobile Museum 
set up shop for a two-day exhibit 
in Park View’s library. There 
were panels full of historical in-
formation ranging from profiles 
of important people in the AAPI 
community to descriptions of 
what Providence’s Chinatown 
was like back in the day.

Jeannie Salomon, founder of 
the mobile museum, is executive 
director of the Cultural Society 
for Entrepreneurship, Bilingual-
ism, Resources and Inspirations 
(CSEBRI), a nonprofit organiza-
tion that works to highlight the 
history and enrich the lives of the 
AAPI community.

Salomon said the concept for 
the museum came about in 2023 
during the AAPI Heritage Month 
celebration.

Salomon wanted something 
more permanent to highlight the 
community’s history and change 
people’s perceptions of the AAPI 
community, which was facing 
hate during the pandemic from 
people who believed Asians 
brought COVID-19 to the United 
States.

Salomon was born in Hong 
Kong and immigrated to the 
United States with her parents 
when she was 11. Growing up, 
she said, her parents didn’t talk 
much about their background 
and why they left China. But she 
said they carried Chinese tradi-
tions with them and raised her 
according to Chinese traditional 
thinking.

In sixth grade, Salomon wrote 
a poem about race for a favorite 
subject, social studies. Her teach-
er gave special recognition to her 
poem and it was published in the 
yearbook. That was her first pub-
lished work.

Family stories awaken
 interest in history

In 2023, Salomon released a 

memoir titled “Double Minori-
ty” that explored her roots and 
elements of her parents’ history 
and upbringing. 

She credits her journey into her 
family’s past with stirring her 
interest in history.

Since Salomon began her jour-
ney with the mobile museum, 
she has set it up at sites around 
Rhode Island, debuting at PVD 
Fest and showing at Brown Uni-
versity and the West Warwick 
Library. 

At the first public school to 
hold the mobile museum, Park 
View’s principal Alex Kanelos 
gave credit to the leaders in the 
school community who brought 
this opportunity. 

Salomon said she chose the 
middle school because of her 
connection to Park View social 
studies teacher John Thompson, 
who had inquired about the mo-
bile museum and invited her.

“Just another wonderful expe-
rience for our students,” Kanelos 
said. “The more exposure they 
get to these types of things, the 
more aware they become as citi-
zens, and hopefully this is some-
thing that we can continue to 
do.”

The art of engaging lessons

Students also got a chance to 
go on a scavenger hunt and find 
answers to the questions asked 
by exploring the different stories 
and information in the exhibit. 

Kanelos credits the school li-
brarian, Stephanie Mills, with 
coming up with the interactive 
idea to have students focus and 
engage with the subject matter. 

Mills said she usually comes 
up with something hands-on to 
go with these types of activities. 

“It just gives them (the stu-
dents) something to look at while 
they’re also working their way 
through the museum,” Mills 
said. “Kind of keeps them on 
task and engaged.”

Mills also thanked her student 
teacher, Meg Yeager, who helped 
her with the scavenger hunt by 
previewing the museum and 

Mobile museum debuts at school, its mission to foster understanding

writing up the questions for the 
students to work through as they 
walked through the exhibit. 

Salomon hopes to work with 
other schools in the community 
but says she struggles with getting 
them to open their doors. She em-
phasized the importance of allow-
ing students to learn about real 
history, as the traditional Ameri-
can history taught in school tends 
to erase minorities.

“I think it’s very important for 
students to learn because, number 
one, they need to know the real 
history. Number two, the diversity 
of student population in Cranston: 
it is good for them to know their 
background, so they know that 
they are part of the nation-build-
ing. And number three, hopefully 
that with uplifting them, they are 
part of this nation, they feel [they] 
belong. They are not foreigners, 
even if they immigrate here re-
cently but they have ancestor[s] 
who helped make this country the 
way it is today.”

Outreach beyond 
the AAPI community

School Committee member 
Keith Catone and Schools Super-
intendent Jeannine Nota-Masse 
were at the exhibit showing their 
support. 

Catone, who is half Chinese, 
said there weren’t many other 
Chinese kids around when he 
grew up in Rhode Island. He not-
ed the lack of education about 
AAPI history when he was in 
school. 

He said one of the reasons the 
exhibit is here is because a parent 
had asked him what was being 
done to incorporate not only AAPI 
history but Black American and 
Indigenous history. 

Catone said it’s important to 
expose kids to that history, and the 
exhibit plays a role in doing that in 
a small way, incorporating com-
munity stories into the curricu-
lum.

In September 2022, Rhode Is-

land became the fourth state to 
require the teaching of AAPI his-
tory. According to Catone, Crans-
ton Public Schools have the high-
est number of Asian-American 
students of any district in the 
state.

“So, we have, I think, as a city 
and as a district, even greater re-
sponsibility to ensure AAPI histo-
ry is included in our students’ 
learning,” Catone said. “Not just 
for the Asian-American students, 
but everyone, their peers as well.”

The AAPI mobile museum is the 
first of its kind in the country to be 
fully dedicated to the history of 
the AAPI community – and early 
in 2025, Salomon said, it will have 
a bricks-and-mortar counterpart 
at 44 Hospital St. in Providence. 

To keep up to date with any up-
coming events, news, ways to get 
involved or to donate, you can find 
out more at https://csebri.org/

Rhode Island is the state with the highest 
percentage of law enforcement agencies 
reporting crime data to the FBI according 
to a new study.

The study, conducted by Pre-Settlement 
Legal Funding Company High Rise Finan-
cial, analyzed the latest available data from 
the FBI on the number of law agencies in 
each state and the number and percentage 
that report to the National Incident-Based 
Reporting System (NIBRS). This analysis 
provides insight into which states are the 
most proactive in reporting detailed crime 
data, contributing to a better understand-
ing of crime trends at the national level.

Rhode Island ranks first, with 96% of its 

50 law enforcement agencies participating 
in NIBRS—meaning 48 agencies are 
actively reporting. This is 1.4 times higher 
than the national average of 69,43, 
suggesting that Rhode Island’s cooperation 
aids with comprehensive crime data 
collection, which can support effective 
crime prevention and policymaking.

At the other end of the list,  Pennsylva-
nia ranks as the state with the lowest level 
of cooperation with the FBI, with 
only 8.48% of its agencies reporting to NI-
BRS. This translates to just 161 out of 1,898 
agencies participating. This is eight times 
lower than the national average of 69.43%.

Latest study: RI best state 
for reporting crime

Eighth graders Jordan Duran (left) and Elizabeth Reyes (right) finish the exhibit and complete the scavenger 
hunt activity before heading back to class.
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CITY OF CRANSTON
CITY PLAN COMMISSION

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
AMENDMENTS TO THE 
SUBDIVISION & LAND 

DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS

You are hereby notified that the Cranston City Plan 
Commission will hold a public hearing to consider 
amendments to the Subdivision & Land Development 
Regulations on Tuesday, January 7, 2025, 6:30 P.M., in the 
City Council Chamber at the Cranston City Hall, 869 Park 
Avenue.

All interested parties are welcome to participate during the 
public comments portion for docketed items on this agenda. 
All materials will be posted to the City’s website prior to 
the meeting at: https://www.cranstonri.com/departments/
planning/

If you are unable to access the internet, you may contact the 
Cranston Planning Department directly at (401)780-3136 to 
set up an appointment to review the materials at the City 
Hall – 3rd Floor, Room 309, during regular office hours, 
8:30 A.M. to 4:30 P.M., Monday through Friday.

Zoom webinar information for remote participation: https://
url.us.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/6GlQCjRNlmIpGk6HWf
YImqoYX?domain=zoom.us
Passcode: 641733
Or One tap mobile :+13052241968,,92161012817# US
Or Telephone: +1 305 224 1968 US
Webinar ID: 921 6101 2817

The entire meeting of the City Plan Commission will be 
live streamed (no live participation) on the City’s YouTube 
channel: https://www.youtube.com/@cityofcranston

Michael E. Smith Jason M. Pezzullo, AICP
President City Planning Director

12/12, 12/19, 12/26/24

THE CITY OF CRANSTON
ZONING BOARD DOCKET

January 8, 2025

The following applications 
will be heard in the 

City Council Chambers
Cranston City Hall
869 Park Avenue

Cranston, RI 02910 on
Wednesday January 8, 2025 

at 6:30 p.m.
The items listed may be 
subject to final action.

NEW BUSINESS 

JACKYS AT 379, LLC (OWN) and 
LITTLE LEARNERS ACADAMY OF 
ATWOOD, INC (APP) have applied 
to the Board for permission to allow 
increased signage at 379 Atwood Av-
enue; A.P.12, lot 2853; area 34,804 sf; 
zoned C3. Applicant seeks relief per 
Section 17.92.010-Variances; Section 
17.72.010(4)- Signs.  

IMPERIAL APARTMENTS, LLC 
(OWN/APP) have filed an applica-
tion for permission to add two new 
units in a multi-family apartment 
building, for a total of 15 units on an 
under-sized lot at 101 Dart Street, 
A.P. 12, Lot 1495; area 17,554 sf; 
zoned A8. Applicant seeks relief per 
Section 17.92.010-Variances; Sec-
tions 17.20.030- Schedule of Uses; 
17.20.090 (A)-Specific Requirements.

SHANTI HOSPITALITY, LLC (OWN/
APP) have applied to the Board for 
permission to allow increased sig-
nage at 101 New London Avenue; 
A.P.10, lot 1405; area 87,120 sf; zoned 
C4. Applicant seeks relief per Sec-
tion 17.92.010-Variances; Section 
17.72.010(4)- Signs.  

GILBERT and ANNA MEDEIROS 
(OWN/APP) have filed an applica-
tion for permission to re-construct 
a new garage in the existing loca-
tion encroaching into the side yard 
setback at 24 Hagen Avenue; A.P. 
18, lot 1236; area 9,237 sf; zoned 
A6. Applicant seeks relief per Sec-
tion 17.92.010-Variances; Section 
17.60.010 (B) Accessory uses

THE RUSSO FAMILY IRREVOCABLE 
TRUST (OWN) and THE BLUE ROOM 
RI, LLC (APP) have applied to the 
Board for relief form the requirements 
of off-street parking at 2197 Broad 
Street; A.P. 1, lot 432; area 4,102 sf; 
zoned C3. Applicant seeks relief per 
Section 17.92.010-Variances, Section 
17.64.010 – Off-street parking. 

CPW TRUE STORAGE, LLC and 
CPW APARTMENTS, LLC (OWN/
APP) have filed an application for a 
variance from the standards relating to 
construction in a special flood hazard 
district to convert an existing mill build-
ing to apartments and self-storage 
space at 1381 Cranston Street, AP 
8 Lots 195, 1617 and 2711; area 42.1 
+/- acres, zoned M-1.  Applicant seeks 
relief per Section 17.92.010 Variances; 
Sections 17.16.100 Specific Stan-
dards, Section 17.16.120 Variance. 

12/26/24

CITY OF CRANSTON
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

“East Street Plat” 
Minor Subdivision with Zoning Relief

Unified Development Review

You are hereby notified that the Cranston City Plan Commission 
will hold a public hearing to review a Minor Subdivision – 
Preliminary Plan requiring zoning relief entitled “East Street 
Plat”. This public hearing will be held on Tuesday, January 
7, 2025, 6:30 P.M., in the Council Chamber of Cranston City 
Hall, 869 Park Avenue. You are invited to attend this public 
hearing at which time, plans will be presented for public 
comment and City Plan Commission review and consideration.

Zoom webinar information for remote participation:
https://url.us.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/6GlQCjRNlmIpGk6H
WfYImqoYX?domain=zoom.us
Passcode: 641733, Webinar ID: 921 6101 2817
Or One tap mobile:  +13052241968, 92161012817# US
Or Telephone: +1 305 224 1968 US

The meeting of the City Plan Commission will be live streamed 
on the City’s YouTube channel. You will only be able to watch 
the proceedings: https://www.youtube.com/@cityofcranston

In accordance with the provisions of RIGL § 45-23-50.1 and 
§45-24-46.4 (Unified Development Plan Review), effective 
January 1, 2024, the City Plan Commission will consider and 
vote upon any requested zoning relief in lieu of the Zoning Bord 
of Review for subdivisions and land development projects.

The Proposal requires relief from provisions of the Zoning 
Ordinance including Chapter 17, 20.120 – Schedule of Intensity 
Regulation relating to minimum frontage requirements.

The subject parcel is located at 337 East Street, further 
identified as AP 15, Lots 636, 1643 & 1661.  The applicant is 
Ronn David of 30 Woodland Avenue, Cranston, RI 02920. The 
property owners are Michael Boscia and Dawn Boscia of 423 
Natick Avenue, Cranston, RI 02921. The property is in an A-8 
residential zone and contains approximately 58,053 +/- square 
feet.

The applicant seeks the existing three (3) lots to be subdivided 
into five (5) lots, as a minor subdivision of land under the 
Unified Development Review regulations. The subdivision 
will require the Planning Commission to grant a dimensional 
variance for width and street frontage of each lot that will 
greatly exceed the minimum lot size in the A-8 zone under the 
Unified Development Review process.

All staff reports, recommendations, and supporting materials 
on this application will be posted on the Planning Department’s 
webpage at https://www.cranstonri.com/departments/
planning/ and will be accessible by following the link entitled 
“January 7, 2025 Plan Commission”.  The materials will be 
posted approximately 4 days before the meeting. 

All interested parties are invited to attend this public hearing 
at which time, plans will be presented for public comment and 
City Plan Commission review. Plans for this Minor Subdivision 
project may be reviewed prior to the meeting in the Planning 
Department, Room 309, Cranston City Hall, during regular 
office hours, 8:30 A.M. – 4:30 P.M., Monday through Friday.

Pursuant to the Cranston Subdivision and Land Development 
Regulations, the proposed plan may be revised by the City Plan 
Commission as a result of further study or because of views 
expressed at this meeting. Individuals requesting interpreter 
services for the hearing impaired should contact the Planning 
Department at 461-1000 ext. 3222, seventy-two (72) hours 
prior to the meeting date.

Michael Smith Jason M. Pezzullo, AICP
President  Planning Director

12/26/24, 1/2/25

CITY OF CRANSTON
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

“R & T Estates”
Minor Subdivision- Preliminary Plan 

W/Street Creation

You are hereby notified that the Cranston City Plan 
Commission will meet to review the Preliminary Plan for a 
proposed Minor Subdivision entitled “R & T Estates.” This 
public hearing will be held on Tuesday, January 7, 2025 at 
6:30 P.M., in the City Council Chamber of Cranston City Hall, 
869 Park Avenue. As a neighboring property owner, you are 
invited to attend this public hearing at which time plans will 
be presented for public comment and City Plan Commission 
consideration.

The subject parcel is located at 300 Laten Knight Road, 
Assessors Plat 29, Lot 2 and is zoned A-80. The property 
owners are Lawrence D. and Elizabeth Moses of 380 Laten 
Knight Rd, Cranston, RI.  The applicant is Thomas V. 
Moses, Esq. of Moses Ryan Ltd. 40 Westminster St, 9th Fl, 
Providence, RI 02903.

The Proposal is to subdivide a single 29-acre lot into a total 
of five (5) conforming house lots with access through a new 
private road, stemming from Laten Knight Road. The lots are 
planned to be serviced by private wells and public sewer.

Zoom webinar information for remote participation: 
https://url.us.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/6GlQCjRNlmIpGk6
HWfYImqoYX?domain=zoom.us
Passcode: 641733, Webinar ID: 921 6101 2817
Or One tap mobile:  +13052241968, 92161012817# US
Or Telephone: +1 305 224 1968 US

The meeting of the City Plan Commission will be live streamed 
on the City’s YouTube channel. You will only be able to watch 
the proceedings: https://www.youtube.com/@cityofcranston

Application materials and staff reports will be posted to the 
City Planning Department webpage at https://www.cranstonri.
com/departments/planning/. The application may also be 
reviewed prior to the meeting in the Planning Department, 
Room 309, Cranston City Hall, during regular office hours, 
8:30 A.M. – 4:30 P.M., Monday through Friday.

Pursuant to the Cranston Subdivision and Land Development 
Regulations, the proposed plan may be revised by the City 
Plan Commission as a result of further study or because of 
views expressed at this meeting. Individuals requesting 
interpreter services for the hearing impaired should contact 
the Planning Department at 780-3136, seventy-two (72) hours 
prior to the meeting date.

Michael Smith  Jason Pezzullo, AICP
President Planning Director

12/26/24, 1/2/25

LegaL Notices

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE 
NOTICE

TRANSFER OF LICENSE

APPLICATION FOR A TRANSFER 
OF A RETAILER’S BEVERAGE LI-
CENSE CLASS BV TO KEEP AND 
SELL INTOXICATING BEVERAGES 
UNDER THE PROVISIONS OF TITLE 
3 OF THE R.I. GENERAL LAWS OF 
1956, AS AMENDED, HAS BEEN RE-
CEIVED AT THIS OFFICE AS FOL-
LOWS:

FROM: Launch Trampoline Park II LLC
  Dba: Launch
  920 Bald Hill Rd
  Warwick, RI 02886

TO:  IG Entertainment RI LLC
  Dba: Launch Warwick
  920 Bald Hill Rd. 
  Warwick, RI 02886

THE MEETING WILL BE HELD IN 
THE BOARD OF PUBLIC SAFETY 
ROOM, WARWICK POLICE DEPART-
MENT, 99 VETERANS MEMORIAL 
DR., WARWICK, R.I., on Tuesday 
, January 21 , 2025  6:00PM AT 
WHICH TIME AND PLACE PERSONS 
REMONSTRATING AGAINST THE 
GRANTING OF THIS APPLICATION 
MAY BE HEARD.  REMONSTRANC-
ES MUST BE FILED ON OR BEFORE 
THIS DATE OF HEARING

BOARD OF PUBLIC SAFETY
JAMES PAOLUCCI , CLERK

INDIVIDUALS REQUESTING IN-
TERPRETER SERVICES FOR THE 
HEARING IMPAIRED MUST NOTIFY 
THE OFFICE OF PUBLIC SAFETY AT 
468-4217, OR TDD AT 739-9150 AT 
LEAST 72 HOURS IN ADVANCE OF 
THE MEETING DATE.

12/19, 12/26/24

STATE WIDE 7

STATE OF RHODE ISLAND
Probate Court of the
CITY OF WARWICK

NOTICE
OF MATTERS PENDING AND 

FOR HEARING
IN SAID COURT

The Court will be in session at
WARWICK CITY HALL
on the dates specified 

in notices below at
9:00 AM

for hearing said matters:

DIETZ, Amaranta M. alias Amaranta 
Maeve Dietz, est.
 Minor Guardianship; for hearing 

January 2, 2025

DIETZ, Anouk M. alias Anouk Matilda 
Dietz, est.
 Minor Guardianship; for hearing 

January 2, 2025

KASHNER, Mildred A. alias Mildred 
Alice Kashner, est.
 Sale of Real Estate for Property 

located at 192 Holland Street, 
Cranston, RI 02920, Fur ther 
designated as Assessor’s Plat 12/3, 
Lot 2937; for hearing January 2, 
2025

MARTINEZ, Russell, L., est.
 Co-Guardian’s 11th Account; for 

hearing January 2, 2025

MURPHY, Eileen alias Eileen M. 
Murphy, est.
 Probate of Will; for hearing January 

2, 2025

SMITH, Stephen, est.
 Administration Petition; for hearing 

January 2, 2025

BACKE, Barbara J. alias Barbara 
Jeanne Backe, est.
 Thomas A. Dale has qualified as 

Executor; creditors must file their 
claims in the office of the Probate 
Clerk within the time required by law 
beginning December 19, 2024

CADY, Richard J. alias Richard 
Joseph Cady, est.
 Amanda L. Ireland has qualified 

as Administratrix; creditors must 
file their claims in the office of 
the Probate Clerk within the time 
required by law beginning December 
19, 2024

FAMIANO, Anthony Jr., est.
 MaryAnn B. Famiano has qualified 

as Executrix; creditors must file their 
claims in the office of the Probate 
Clerk within the time required by law 
beginning December 19, 2024

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE 
NOTICE (NEW)

LICENSE APPLICATION FOR A 
RETAILER’S BEVERAGE LICENSE 

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE 
NOTICE (NEW)

LICENSE APPLICATION FOR A 
RETAILER’S BEVERAGE LICENSE 
CLASS BV TO KEEP AND SELL 
INTOXICATING BEVERAGES UN-
DER THE PROVISIONS OF TITLE 
3 OF THE R.I. GENERAL LAWS OF 
1956, AS AMENDED, HAS BEEN RE-
CEIVED AT THIS OFFICE AS FOL-
LOWS:

FROM Korean BBQ Inc
  DBA: Gopchang Story 
  Korean BBQ
  1800 post Rd Unit 24
  Warwick RI 02886

THE MEETING WILL BE HELD IN 
THE BOARD OF PUBLIC SAFETY 
ROOM, 2nd floor WARWICK POLICE 
DEPARTMENT, 99 VETERANS ME-
MORIAL DR., WARWICK, R.I., on 
Tuesday January 14th at 6:00PM AT 
WHICH TIME AND PLACE PERSONS 
REMONSTRATING AGAINST THE 
GRANTING OF THIS APPLICATION 
MAY BE HEARD.  REMONSTRANC-
ES MUST BE FILED ON OR BEFORE 
THIS DATE OF HEARING.

BOARD OF PUBLIC SAFETY
James H. Paolucci CLERK

INDIVIDUALS REQUESTING IN-
TERPRETER SERVICES FOR THE 
HEARING IMPAIRED MUST NOTIFY 
THE OFFICE OF PUBLIC SAFETY AT 
468-4217, OR TDD AT 739-9150 AT 
LEAST 72 HOURS IN ADVANCE OF 
THE MEETING DATE.

12/26/24, 1/2/25

Cranston

WarWiCk

CITY OF WARWICK
ZONING BOARD OF REVIEW

REGULAR MEETING AGENDA

DATE: TUESDAY, JANUARY 14, 2025 
 
TIME: 6:00 P.M. 

LOCATION: CITY OF WARWICK – 
  ANNEX BUILDING
  65 CENTERVILLE ROAD
  WARWICK, RI 02886
  SAWTOOTH BUILDING – 
  1ST FLOOR 
  CONFERENCE ROOM
 
I. CALL TO ORDER – ROLL CALL

II. PUBLIC HEARING AS ZONING 
BOARD OF REVIEW - Discussion 
and/or action and/or vote regarding 
the following petitions.  The Zoning 
Board may approve, approve with con-
ditions or deny the following petitions/
applications, as may be modified by 
testimony and/or evidence presented 
throughout the public hearing; and/or 
possible vote to continue a petition’s 
public hearing to a date determined.

Petition #11020 Ward 8
8 Flagg Ave.

The petition of Timothy & Laura Strava-
to, 8 Flagg Ave., Warwick, RI, requests 
a dimensional variance to construct 
a 25’ x 38’ two-story addition, with a 
garage on the first floor, and a living 
room, bedroom and bathroom on the 
second floor.  Proposed addition hav-
ing a front yard setback of 17.6’ (25’ re-
quired).  Assessor’s Plat 246, Lots 99, 
105 & 107, zoned Residential A-10.

Petition #11021 Ward 3
111 Pennsylvania Ave.

The petition of Gary Perry & GJP Prop-
erties, 111 Pennsylvania Ave., War-

wick, RI, requests a dimensional vari-
ance to legalize a 32’ x 28’ addition to 
the existing warehouse/storage build-
ing.  Proposed addition having a side 
yard setback of 14.9’ (15’ required), 
and a rear yard setback of 18.1’ (20’ re-
quired).  Assessor’s Plat 282, lot 176, 
zoned General Industrial (GI).

Petition #11022 Ward 5
14 Lippitt Ave.

The petition of Glenn & Patricia Marina, 
38 Lippitt Ave., Warwick, RI, requests 
a dimensional variance to construct a 
new 2,126 sq. ft. single-family dwelling, 
a deck, and a detached garage with 
an ADU above.  Proposed dwelling 
having a front yard setback of 12’ (30’ 
required), and a rear yard setback of 
17’ (30’ required).  Proposed detached 
garage/ADU having a front yard set-
back of 12’ (30’ required), and a side 
yard setback of 6.1’ (20’ required), and 
being larger than allowed at 954 sq. ft. 
(900 sq. ft. allowed). Assessor’s Plat 
335, Lot 265, zoned Residential A-15 
& A-7.

Petition #11024 Ward 3
24 Red Oak Circle

The petition of Sally Gravino, Life Es-
tate, 24 Red Oak Circle, Warwick, RI, 
requests a dimensional variance to 
legalize three-season room and deck 
constructed without the proper approv-
als, having a side/rear yard setback of 
0.5’to the deck (5’ required), and 6.5’ 
to the three-season room (8’required).  
Assessor’s Plat 268, Lot 525, zoned 
Residential A-7.

Petition #11025 Ward 7
2915 Post Rd.

The petition of Fatima Finamore, 26 
Circle Dr. Coventry, RI, requests a spe-
cial use permit from Table 1 Use Regu-
lations # 101.1, to convert the existing 
structure to a two-family dwelling.  Ex-
isting structure contains an office on 
the first floor, and a residential apart-
ment on the second floor.  Petitioner 
is proposing to convert the office to a 
second residential apartment.  Asses-
sor’s Plat 267, Lots 203 & 393, zoned 
Office (O) & Residential A-7.

Petition #11026 Ward 9
700 Cowesett Rd.

The petition of The Narragansett Elec-
tric Company (TNEC), 280 Melrose 
St., Providence, RI, requests a use 
variance to install razor wire on top of 
the proposed security wall.  Proposed 
razor wire being prohibited by the Zon-
ing Ordinance Section 603.1.  Asses-
sor’s Plat 232, Lot 1, zoned Residential 
A-40.

III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES – Dis-
cussion and/or action and/or vote re-
garding the Regular Meeting Minutes 
of the December 10, 2024 meeting.

IV.  ADJOURNMENT  -

BY ORDER OF THE ZONING BOARD 
OF REVIEW, WARWICK, RHODE  
ISLAND

Paul DePetrillo, Chairman

*Please be advised that the Zoning 
Board of Review has adopted Rules 
and Regulations governing the appli-
cation process, submission of mate-
rial, conduct of the public hearing on 
the application and responsibilities of 
an action to appeal a decision.  These 
Rules and regulations are posted on 
the City’s web site and are available 
for review in the Board’s office dur-
ing regular hours.  All applicants and 
objectors are obliged to review these 
Rules and shall be held responsible 
for compliance therewith.  If there 
are any questions on the above pe-
titions, please contact the Zoning 
Office at 401-921-9534 or by email 
amy.e.cota@warwickri.gov 
Facilities are accessible for people 
with disabilities.  If you need interpreter 
services, please contact Amy at 401-
921-934 at least 48 hours in advance 
of said hearing.

12/26/24

CLASS BL TO KEEP AND SELL 
INTOXICATING BEVERAGES UN-
DER THE PROVISIONS OF TITLE 
3 OF THE R.I. GENERAL LAWS OF 
1956, AS AMENDED, HAS BEEN RE-
CEIVED AT THIS OFFICE AS FOL-
LOWS:

FROM: Ripston & Medeiros Inc
  DBA: Urban Air
  300 Quaker Lane
  Warwick RI 02886

THE MEETING WILL BE HELD IN 
THE BOARD OF PUBLIC SAFETY 
ROOM, 2nd floor WARWICK PO-
LICE DEPARTMENT, 99 VETERANS 
MEMORIAL DR., WARWICK, R.I., 
on Tuesday November  26, 2024  
at 6:00PM AT WHICH TIME AND 
PLACE PERSONS REMONSTRAT-
ING AGAINST THE GRANTING OF 
THIS APPLICATION MAY BE HEARD.  
REMONSTRANCES MUST BE FILED 
ON OR BEFORE THIS DATE OF 
HEARING.

BOARD OF PUBLIC SAFETY
James H. Paolucci CLERK

INDIVIDUALS REQUESTING IN-
TERPRETER SERVICES FOR THE 
HEARING IMPAIRED MUST NOTIFY 
THE OFFICE OF PUBLIC SAFETY AT 
468-4217, OR TDD AT 739-9150 AT 
LEAST 72 HOURS IN ADVANCE OF 
THE MEETING DATE.

12/26/24, 1/2/25

PROBATE COURT OF THE
CITY OF CRANSTON

NOTICE
Of Matters Pending and For Hearing

In Said Court
On the dates specified in notices 

below at
9 A.M. for hearing said matters

Cranston City Hall
869 Park Ave, Cranston, RI 02910

3rd Floor, Council Chambers

CEPHAS, JOLOMONDEN D. 
RESIDENT MINOR 
 Petition for Minor Guardianship; for 

hearing January 9, 2025

FERRARI, ANTHONY N. ESTATE
 Petition for Administration; for 

hearing January 9, 2025

FIORITO, NANCY ESTATE
 Petition for the Sale of Real Estate 

located at  177 Midwood St. , 
Cranston, RI; for purposes set forth, 
now on file, wherein said property 
is more fully described for hearing 
January 9, 2025

MANN, ROBERT BARNEY ESTATE
 Petition for Probate of Will; for 

hearing January 9, 2025

PILKINGTON, ELIZABETH 
RESIDENT WARD
 Petition for Guardianship; for hearing 

January 9, 2025

PREBLUD, BARRY J. RESIDENT 
WARD
 Co-Guardian’s First Account; for 

hearing January 9, 2025

RAMBONE, EMMA ESTATE
 Administratrix’s First and Final 

Account; for hearing January 9, 2025

QUIXAN CASTRO, ABELINO 
RESIDENT MINOR
 Petition for Minor Guardianship; for 

hearing January 9, 2025

QUIXAN CASTRO, MARCELINO 
RESIDENT MINOR
 Petition for Minor Guardianship; for 

hearing January 9, 2025

DOUGLAS, NEIL A. ESTATE
 Anganie J. Williams has qualified 

as Administratrix; creditors must 
file their claims in the office of the 
probate clerk within the time required 
by law beginning December 26, 2024

FALCONE, ANGELA C. ESTATE
 Richard A. Lanigan has qualified 

as Administrator; creditors must 
file their claims in the office of the 
probate clerk within the time required 
by law beginning December 26, 2024

MAIETTA, DOROTHY M. ESTATE
 Marjorie C. Maietta has qualified as 

Executrix; creditors must file their 
claims in the office of the probate 
clerk within the time required by law 
beginning December 26, 2024

MARTIN, ADELINE ESTATE
 Debra J. Grady and James Moniz, 

Jr., have qualified as Co-Executors; 
creditors must file their claims in 
the office of the probate clerk within 
the time required by law beginning 
December 26, 2024

PEZZA, ANTONIO D. ESTATE
 Beverly A. Pezza has qualified as 

Executrix; creditors must file their 
claims in the office of the probate 
clerk within the time required by law 
beginning December 26, 2024

PROFFIT, DOROTHY RESIDENT 
WARD
 Walter E. Proffit, Jr., has qualified as 

Guardian of the Person and Estate; 
creditors must file their claims in 
the office of the probate clerk within 
the time required by law beginning 
December 26, 2024

PROFFIT, WALTER E. RESIDENT 
WARD
 Walter E. Proffit, Jr., has qualified as 

Guardian of the Person and Estate; 
creditors must file their claims in 
the office of the probate clerk within 
the time required by law beginning 
December 26, 2024

STOPPIELLO, STEPHEN F. ESTATE
 Stephanie A. Caramante has 

qualified as Administratrix; creditors 
must file their claims in the office 
of the probate clerk within the time 
required by law beginning December 
26, 2024

THOMPSON, I. TERRENCE, ALIAS: 
THOMPSON, I. TERRY ESTATE
 Joseph J. Swinski, III, has qualified 

as Executor; creditors must file their 
claims in the office of the probate 
clerk within the time required by law 
beginning December 26, 2024

WEBER, SYLVIA ESTATE
 Zachary Tashian has qualified as 

Executor; creditors must file their 
claims in the office of the probate 
clerk within the time required by law 
beginning December 26, 2024

Individuals requiring assistive lis-
tening devices are requested to 
contact the office of the city clerk 
at 46l-l000 ext 3l97 seventy-two (72) 
hours in advance of the hearing 
date.

Tracy Nelson 
Clerk of the Probate Court 

12/26/24, 1/2/25
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In an election year, Warwick City Hall saw 
some major changes, though most of War-
wick’s top governmental officials would stay in 
office.

The beginning of the year saw a fight at the 
state level over legislation to give the mayor’s 
office the power to appoint one member of the 
Rhode Island Airport Corporation Board of 
Directors. Currently, all members of the board 
are appointed by the governor. While that mea-
sure was not signed into law, both Mayor Frank 
Picozzi and Speaker of the House K. Joseph 

Shekarchi have 
promised to con-
tinue the fight in 
2025.

Budget season 
saw heated dis-
agreements on 
whether to in-
clude projected 
revenue from 
new traffic cam-
eras that the City 
Council had not 
yet included in 
the city’s budget 
projections. In 
total, Warwick’s 
budget came out 
to $361.2 million 
and included a 
1.97% tax in-
crease – higher 
than Picozzi’s re-
quested 1.48% 
rise. 

In June, a for-
mer employee of 
the Warwick Wa-

ter Division alleged that there was a culture of 
sexual harassment within the division, and that 
she was sexually harassed by three employees 
in 2022 and 2023, including both of her direct 
bosses. Another former employee filed a simi-
lar lawsuit in October, corroborating much of 
the first lawsuit’s claims and claiming that he 
had been the target of an anti-Semitic joke that 
had led to the arrest of Water Division head 
Terry DiPetrillo. Both cases remain pending.

Following months of rumors that he would 
challenge Mayor Frank Picozzi for his post, 
City Council President Stephen McAllister an-
nounced in June that not only would he not run 
for mayor but would step back from politics 
altogether. McAllister was among four council 
members not to seek reelection, including 
15-term Councilwoman Donna Travis and 
councilmen Tim Howe and James McElroy.

Warwick’s mayoral race, among incumbent 
Frank Picozzi, School Committee Vice Chair 
Leah Hazelwood and former School 

Committee mem-
ber Patrick Maloney, made sparks fly at the 
Beacon’s debate in October, though in the end 
Picozzi picked up more than 72% of the vote. 
The City Council remained secure in Demo-
cratic hands after the election, although Ward 
4’s contest between eventual winner Salvatore 
DeLuise and independent candidate Joanne 
Miller was decided by less than 100 votes.

With McAllister’s departure, the new council 
needed to choose a new president. After a 
closed caucus on Nov. 16, the members emerged 
in agreement that Ward 8 Councilman Anthony 
Sinapi would lead the City Council – and its 
four new members – into the future.  

2025 will mark the beginning of the first four-
year mayoral term in Warwick’s history, and 
will also see the installation of the new traffic 
cameras, which were approved by the council 
in June.

price drop.” He expects this to 
be a temporary dip. 

The median statewide price 
of single family homes contin-
ues to grow. It was $480,000 
compared to $430,000 last No-
vember.  The median price in 
Johnston was $475,000 for the 
month compared to $427,500 a 
year ago. In Cranston the me-
dian price was $465,000 com-
pared to $405,000, and in War-
wick the numbers are $405,000 
last month compared to 
$365,000 in November 2023.

Given the median prices 
and its inventory of homes, 
Dean deTonnancourt, founder 
of HomeSmart Professionals 
Real Estate isn’t surprised 
Warwick leads the state in sin-
gle family home sales.

“People are going where 
housing is more affordable,” 
deTonnancourt  said. He said 
buyers are also looking at 
property taxes, which he said 
are lower in Warwick, and 
mortgage interest rates that he 
doesn’t see reaching 3% dur-
ing the pandemic but leveling 
off around 6%. 

With low inventory, deTon-
nancourt said, “We are still far 
from a balanced market.” He 
said he has “no sympathy” for 
sellers who worry when their 
homes have been on the mar-
ket for 30 days.

In a balanced market with 
the gauge showing half a tank, 
it could take 60 days or more 
to sell a house.

Top 3 Cranston Home Sales for 2024
As of Dec. 12, 2024

■Homes
(Continued from page 1)

76 Melbourne Road, Warwick, RI 02886
$1.750 million

Sold on Oct. 4, 2024
Listing Broker: Cheryl Cusick

RI Real Estate Services
Photo: (Source: RIliving.com)

495 Nausauket Road, Warwick, RI 02886
$2 million

Sold on May 3, 2024
Listing broker: Allen Gammons

BHHS Commonwealth Real Estate
Photo: (Source: RIliving.com)

192 Cedar Street, Warwick, RI 02818
$1.790 million

Sold on April 15, 2024
Listing broker: Kira Greene

Compass
Photo: (Source: RIliving.com)

2110 Plainfield Pike, Cranston RI 02921
$3 million

Sold on March 7, 2024
Listing broker: Chad Dupuis

Coldwell Banker Coastal Homes
Photo: (Source: RIliving.com)

76 Seaview Avenue, Cranston RI 02905
$2.832 million

Sold on Feb. 16, 2024
Listing broker: Lindsay Pettinelli

Churchill & Banks Co., LLC
Photo: (Source: RIliving.com)

141 Fox Ridge Drive, Cranston RI 02921
$1.465 million

Sold on March 21, 2024
Listing broker: Robert Rinn

RE/MAX Professionals
Photo: (Source: RIliving.com)

Top 3 Warwick Home Sales for 2024
As of Dec. 12, 2024

special meeting. 
However, in October, 

things hit a significant snag, 
with new projections show-
ing that the high schools 
would cost $387.8 million – 
well over the $350 million 
passed by the voters in a 
bond referendum in 2022. 
Since then, LeftField and 
the committee has been 
looking at and approving 
value engineering, a pro-
cess that lowers costs by 
removing or replacing cer-
tain items of the overall 
project.

2025 will bring even more 
news items – perhaps, most 
notably, the groundbreak-
ings of the new Pilgrim and 
Toll Gate. 2024, though, is 
not a year that Warwick 
Public Schools will soon 
forget.

■ Schools
(Continued from page 1)

Warwick Year in Stories
Picozzi nets 73% support; Water Division rocked by abuse claims

WARWICK YEAR IN REVIEW - PAGE 11■

Hours before his landslide 
reelection victory, Warwick 
Mayor Frank Picozzi was 
making the rounds at local 
polls.  Here he makes a stop 
to say hi to supporters 
outside Warwick Veterans 
Middle School. (Beacon 
Media files)
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www.FriendlySeptic.com 732-3234

CALL
TODAY!

Everyone Loves Surprises...
DON’T LET A  

FULL
SEPTIC 
TANK

BE YOURS!

Cranston Year in Photos

Gingerbread (Dec. 10): 
Construction skills met creativity 
at the Cranston Senior Center’s 
gingerbread house competition. 

Rita Penzu takes it all in stride 
when her house collapses — 

again! (Beacon Media photo by 
Barbara Polichetti)

First snow 
(Jan. 8):  
Kids took ad-
vantage of 
the first 
snow of the 
season, 
which 
brought per-
fect sledding 
conditions! 
(Beacon Me-
dia photos 
by Pam 
Schiff and 
Steve Pop-
iel)  

Lion dancers 
(Feb. 17): 
Students of the 
Rhode Island Kung 
Fu Club put on a 
show for shoppers 
at Garden City 
Center. As part of 
the lunar new year, 
they donned 
enormous two-
person costumes 
to perform the 
Lion Dance, a 
traditional dance 
to bring luck and 
prosperity to those 
the procession 
passes. (Beacon 
Media photo by 
Steve Popiel) 

Happy leprechaun (March 17): Devon Jacob 
kicked up his heels in celebration of the Thirsty 
Beaver Cranston’s 11-year birthday. (Photo by 
Fallon Davis) 

Eclipse (April 8): Ryan Sadlier and daughters Riley and Kendall at an 
eclipse viewing party on the lawn of William Hall Library. (Photo by Barbara 
Polichetti) 

K-9 Zeus (May 4): Cranston Police 
Department announced the passing of K-9 
Zeus, who served the “department with great 
distinction, dedication and honor.” (Photo by 
Cranston Police Department)

Bolts (June 8): Cranston East Class of 2024 
Valedictorian Olivia Tomaselli thanked her family 
and friends for their support during the school’s 
graduation ceremony. (Photo by Cranston 
Public Schools)

CHSW (June 8): Cranston West Class President Peter 
Vachon, Salutatorian Christian Mak, Valedictorian Sarah 
Chin,    and Student Council President Sophie Appel 
ahead of their graduation. (Photo by Cranston Public 
Schools)

109 years old (July 
3): Henry Polichetti, the 
oldest World War II 
veteran in the state, 
turned 109 on July 3. 
Sen. Jack Reed 
presented him with a 
citation and heartful 
letter thanking him for 
his service. (Beacon 
Media photo by 
Barbara Polichetti) 

Feinstein 
(Sept. 7): Alan 
Shawn 
Feinstein, who 
urged 
thousands of 
students to do 
good deeds, 
passed away at 
the age of 93. 
He lived in a 
modest home 
in the 
Edgewood 
section of 
Cranston.  
(Beacon Media 
file photo) 

Gladstone (Oct. 25): Students left their mark on the new Gladstone 
Street Elementary School with a special beam-signing event. (Photo 
courtesy Cranston Public Schools) 

Top teacher (Nov. 
6): Glen Hills 

Elementary School 
Kindergarten 

teacher Maria 
Santonastaso, the 
winner of a 2024-

25 Rhode Island 
Milken Educator 

Award, smiles in her 
classroom. (Beacon 

Media photo by 
Barbara Polichetti) 

Thanksgiving (Nov. 28): Bain Student Rood 
Kemly Tingue reads his essay, which chronicles 
his journey from Haiti to America, at a special 
Thanksgiving ceremony held at Hugh B. Bain 
Middle School. (Beacon Media photo by 
Barbara Polichetti)
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Warwick Year in Photos
Time to fly  
(Jan. 8):
Six-year-old 
Skyler Sullivan 
goes airborne as 
she sleds off of a 
makeshift ramp 
on a hill near the 
Gorton 
Administrative 
Building in 
Warwick in 
January. (Beacon 
Media photo) 

Rocky Point (Feb. 22): Hills across the city, including those at Rocky Point Park, had a 
good turnout of those on sleds and tubes during school break. 

Troop 77 (March 16): Fallen leaves were no match for the 
girls of Troop 77 Buttonwoods as they cleared 
neighborhood walking trails. (Submitted photo)

Eclipse (April 8): Photographers Thomas Gaines and 
Beth Magliette set up their cameras at Rocky Point as the 
eclipse approaches its maximum totality. (Beacon Media 
photo by Adam Zangari) 

Dunes (May 9): More than 25 volunteers under the 
direction of Wenley Ferguson, director of restoration at 
Save the Bay, planted 10,350 beach grass plants on 
Oakland Beach dunes. The dunes look out on Greenwich 
Bay and Brush Neck Cove. (Submitted photo)

Heat relief 
(June 14): 
An end of the 
school year 
field day was 
held at Lippitt 
School. To 
the delight of 
students, 
Warwick 
firefighter 
Mark Kusal 
sprayed them 
with his 
firehose. 
(Beacon 
Media photo 
by Adam 
Zangari)

Warwick Neck (July 4): As Warwick Neck neighbors celebrated the 
Fourth of July in a parade that included lawn tractors, vehicles of many 
vintages, bicycles and kids on roller blades. (Beacon Media photo)

Conimicut Light (Aug. 29): The restoration of Conimicut 
Lighthouse was completed. 

Scout and Senator (Sept. 7): U.S. 
Sen. Sheldon Whitehouse gets the 
details from T.J. Murray on what it took 
to assemble the crew and materials for 
his Eagle Scout badge project to 
refresh the Conimicut Point overlook. 
(Beacon Media photo by John Howell)

Polls (Nov. 5): Voters headed to the polls on and before Election Day. Enthusiasm for 
pre-Election Day voting was strongest in Warwick, with more than 16,000 voters 
participating through early in-person voting or voting by mail.

Haunting Pawtuxet (Oct. 31): 
Mackenize McConaghy and her parents 
Sean and Amanda were rock, paper, 
scissors. (Beacon Media photo) 

Winter Fest 
(Dec. 12): Santa 
and Mrs. Claus at 
Warwick’s second 
annual Strolling 
Rolling Apponaug 
Winter  
Festival. 
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Licensed and 
Insured 
Arborist

Specializing 
in Climbing

A Care Tree Service

401-932-3541

Quality Fuel at a Low Price!
Since 2007

Aurora Fuel Heating
& Air conditioning

401-823-5996
www.aurorafuelri.com Lic#31

Heating/AC  Repair • Service • Cleanings
AC, Furnace, Boiler and Oil Tank Installation & Replacement
Automatic Delivery Available • Heating Assistance Vendor

call for lowest price!

ANSWER TO THIS 
WEEK’S PUZZLE:EARLY 

DEADLINE
for the January 2nd

CRANSTON HERALD, JOHNSTON SUN RISE & WARWICK BEACON

Advertising deadline is
Thursday, December 26th by 12 Noon
Call  Beac�  Media @ (401) 732-3100 n	 

to schedule y� r ad� rtising

TSU Construction

Expert Tile Installation
Specializing in Backsplashes
Charlie Mischler
556-8134

Free Estimates
Reg. #8795

seasons 1-4

STREAMING NOW 
ripbs.org

Advertise today!
Call 732-3100

SUBSCRIBE
TO YOUR

HOMETOWN
NEWSPAPER!

Call today to start
your subscription,

732-3100

By ROSEGALIE CINEUS

C
ranston Fire Chief Robert Ryan will retire 
before the new year. His last day will be 
Dec. 27 after not quite a year in the job. 

At last week’s City Council meeting, the 
mayor’s chief of staff, Anthony Moretti, 
asked that Ryan be put on pension roll 
because of his upcoming retirement. Ry-

an’s pension request was approved by the full council.  
“You’re not going to find a finer person, a more caring 

person,” said Moretti. “A person that loves the job, a per-
son that loves the men and women of his department, and 
his love for the people of the city of Cranston.”

Several council members thanked Ryan for his 37 years 
of service.

“I want to wish Chief Ryan joy and happiness in his 
years of retirement, thank him for his dedicated time and 
service for the department,” Council President Marino 
said.

Councilwoman Nicole Renzulli also thanked Ryan for 
his service and wished him well in  his retirement. She 
described him as a kind person who was always available 
to call and bounce ideas off. 

“He cares about the people of this city, he cares about the 
children,” Renzulli said. “He cares about his brothers and 
sisters of the fire department. I just always really respected 
him and just how he is as a person, as well as how he was 
as a fire chief.”

Growing up in Edgewood, Ryan had had dreamed of 
becoming a firefighter since he was a little boy. He went to 
school at St. Matthew’s before moving on to Park View 
Middle School and finishing up at Cranston High School 
East.

Then, in 1979, Ryan began working for the city as a 
maintenance employee. He worked at the Fire Department 
headquarters where he would later become fire chief.

Ryan worked in city maintenance for nine years; then in 
1985 he decided to take the test for firefighting. After pass-
ing, he got on the eligibility list and began his firefighting 
career on Jan. 11, 1988. 

For about 37 years, Ryan served the community; fight-
ing fires on a daily basis and working with his department 
to keep residents safe. 

Despite serving as the city’s 20th fire chief for less than 
a year, Ryan got things done. As you enter his office, you 
encounter the typical papers on the desk, the cabinets full 
of documents and pictures on the wall – one of a fire truck 
and others of loved ones. There is also a list of accomplish-
ments on a white board, a tradition that Ryan says reminds 
him and his crew about the things they’ve done; the hard 
work they’ve put in. 

“The past year, as everybody gets something accom-

plished, I check it off,” Ryan said. “So I keep looking up at 
that and I say, you know what? We did pretty good in the 
past year. In four or five days, I'm going to wipe that clean 
and whoever succeeds me will continue it.’”

During his year, Ryan said the department has im-
proved its fire equipment, gotten proper fire gear and 
washers and dryers to properly launder it. 

 “We put on 17 firefighters,” Ryan continued. “We 
started active-shooter training, so now we're in training 
with the Police Department. We have bulletproof vests – 
every firefighter’s assigned a bulletproof vest on their 
trucks. So, it's very positive, the morale is [at an] all-time 
high on the job, so it's going in the right direction.”

As Ryan prepares to head into retirement, he says one of 
the biggest challenges he faced as chief was recruiting 
more firefighters. The department has worked hard on 
advertising to recruit more firefighters through social me-
dia, community organizations like the YMCA and even in 
high schools, he said.

“It's just getting the word out there,” Ryan said. “Right 
now, we've started recruiting in high schools where there’s 
a [program] where they can come and spend time in the 
fire station once or twice a week and learn [what] the Fire 
Department's all about.”

So far, Ryan said, they’ve done something with both 
Cranston public high schools, Bishop Hendricken and 
Ponaganset High School which offers a fire course for 
credit. 

“It gets them in here to show them firefighting is not for 
everyone,” Ryan said. “So you actually get to come in the 
firehouse and see what it's all about.”

As his last day approaches, Ryan says he is happy to be 
retiring, “but it was great to come through this office and 
just do a year and just see what it's all about.”

Ryan has much to look forward to. He and his wife have 
been married for more than 40 years and have three grown 
children he looks forward to spending time with.

“Being a firefighter, you're away from your family so 
much because of the hours you work – and when you 
work holidays,” Ryan said. “But I'm going to recoup all 
that now because I've seen my family grow and I'm proud 
of them. And so, I would say I wouldn't change anything.”

Ryan said he’ll be taking the rest of the winter off and 
will make his retirement plans in the spring. For now, he 
says, his children are sending him on an Alaskan cruise in 
June.

“My wife's still working,” Ryan said. She'll probably 
retire in a year. So, we're just going to relax and just enjoy 
life.”

As for parting advice, Ryan said, “Whoever succeeds 
me, if they can just continue going in the right direction. 
Have an open-door policy, listen to what's coming your 
way, make decisions, and work well with the union.”

Retiring fire chief urges successor 
to keep an open door, listen 

Ryan says his legacy as chief will be his honesty, fairness and in his estimation, that he was a “firefighter’s firefighter.”
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I remember the event, although the exact 
date escapes me.

I placed a call to the mayor’s office 
and breathlessly he came on the line to 
inform me that the Rhode Island Airport 

Corporation would be signing a memoran-
dum of understanding (MOU) relative to the 
construction of a $100-million air cargo facili-
ty. The agreement would demand a means for 
tractor-trailer trucks to access the Airport 
Connector without using local roads. 

The mayor was giddy. In that moment I 
realized he didn’t think the city would get a 
signed agreement, although RIAC had orally 
agreed to the condition. He had stood by 
what he believed was right for the city and wanted it in writ-
ing. State government leaders had listened. He had won one 
for the city.

The incident came to mind as the editorial staff talked 
about highlighting the top stories of 2024 for a year in re-
view that Beacon reporter Adam Zangari ably covers in to-
day’s edition.

The airport has been and will continue to be a major story 
in Warwick. It affects so much of the city, from the mere fact 
that it’s plunked in the middle of the city, prompting traffic 
to rotate around it, to the noise of departing and arriving 
aircraft that will increase with more passenger and cargo 
flights. It is also a significant economic generator, creating 
hundreds if not thousands of spin-off jobs and the develop-
ment of hotels and the long dreamed-of City Centre.

 Have you not seen the 214-unit Class A apartment com-
plex that seemingly overnight mushroomed from the for-
mer LAZ 6.5-acre parking lot on Post Road adjacent to the 
Airport Connector? It wouldn’t have happened without a 
15-year delayed schedule in setting appraised value of the 
development for tax purposes. The developer said without 
that provision of the Intermodal Zone, the project would not 
have been financially practical. 

I’ve been asked why a developer, in this case Wood Part-
ners, with a portfolio of more than 20,000 apartments in 20 
states, would build Class A apartments there. The complex 
will offer some high-priced amenities including a pool, gym 
and a limited number of garages. But who is going to pay 
high rents, by Rhode Island standards, to be in an apartment 
overlooking the airport, Amtrak, the Airport Connector and 

Route 95? It just doesn’t make sense that a 
developer would spend tens of millions to 
build apartments there.

The key words in the preceding paragraph 
are “by Rhode Island standards.” 

A partial answer lies in what would appear 
to be an unrelated event earlier this month at 
the Crowne Plaza, the Rhode Island Authors 
Expo. There I met Jeanne K. Cosmos, a mid-
dle-age woman who is teaching college class-
es and writes murder mysteries. She is a re-
cent Warwick resident, having moved here 
from Cambridge. What she found in War-
wick was a home with a yard, albeit with 
low-flying jets overhead, for less than 

$500,000, that would have cost twice as much if not more in 
Cambridge.

While Wood Partners say it’s too early to market the War-
wick apartments, I think it’s a safe bet the rent will be less 
than a comparative unit in Boston. And clearly the apart-
ment’s proximity to Route 95, the airport and MBTA rail 
service is a plus. 

But it’s not all about easy access. It’s also a matter of the 
community. Despite the traffic and aircraft noise, Warwick 
has a lot to offer, from its schools to its waterfront and most 
notably its neighborhoods.

As Mayor Picozzi recognizes, with the benefits of devel-
opment also come costs. He has sought to minimize them in 
the case of airport expansion

There were many stories in 2024: the ongoing saga of 
building new high schools seemingly without sufficient 
funds, the expenditure of millions of state and city dollars to 
rebuild roads and an election that saw four council incum-
bents choosing not to seek reelection, with City Council 
President Steve McAllister being one of them. McAllister 
also dropped out as a possible Democratic mayoral candi-
date.

Whether the Rhode Island Airport Corporation succeeds 
in building an access to the Airport Connector for air-cargo 
tractor-trailer trucks remains to be seen. The mayor believes 
with an MOU, RIAC has no choice but to build or lose FAA 
funding for the cargo facility.

We will see. Nonetheless, this doesn’t diminish his stand 
to protect Warwick as a livable city. It’s a 2024 story that 
could have long-range impacts.

Opinion

LETTERS

To the Editor, 

As Scoutmaster of Troop 22 Cranston, I would like to thank 
the Cranston residents in our assigned collection area for the 
Scouting for Food Service Project that happened on Nov. 2 this 
year. Our area covers the homes between Reservoir and Doric 
Avenues and Paine Avenue to Laurens Street. If you live in 
those areas and have supported our mission: THANK YOU! 

Of particular note, over the years we have had a few resi-
dents do a little extra. Many times, we find bags labeled “For 
the Scouts” that contain leftover Halloween candy (much ap-
preciated by the Scouts!). And for the past few years one resi-
dent has been taping caricatures of himself as a Scout in days 
gone by. Our Scouts have become keen to find out what this 
year’s sketch will look like. Special thanks go to him for add-
ing a light-hearted moment to the day! 

I would be remiss if I did not mention that we are always 
looking for new members. Troop 22 may be a Boy Troop, but 
we meet and share activities with Troop 13, a Girl Troop. We 
also have a connection with Cub Scout Pack 2, which is co-ed. 
All meet at Edgewood Congregation Church on most Thurs-
day nights. Pack 2 at 6 p.m., and Troops 13 and 22 at 7 p.m. If 
anyone would like more information on Scouting, you may 
visit us or contact me at 401-595-6726. 

   	                                          Paul Kelley

Thanks for your support

T
here’s something sadly ironic about the fact 
that some of the people who most need and 
deserve a helping hand are the least likely to 
ask for one.

Every day, thousands of Rhode Islanders 
(about one in 10) who already have a full slate 

of responsibilities – jobs, kids, pets, volunteer work – take 
on the additional role of being primary caregivers for ag-
ing or chronically sick family members.

Although they perform a job that should warrant a full-
time paycheck, they collect no money for their services. 
They get no relief on weekends, holidays or special occa-
sions. They navigate the impossible complexities of our 
unforgiving insurance and health care industries, serve as 
transportation to and from appointments and keep track of 
regimented medication routines. They do this all the while 
knowing that – in many cases – they are fighting a losing 
battle against nature and time.

Many times they were never even officially asked by 
anybody to take on the role in the first place. When expen-
sive outpatient or inpatient care is not an option, family is 
the last line of defense. They step up. And yet they do this 
work without complaint. While they may have been thrust 
into that position for any variety of reasons – injury, age, 
disease, etc. – they answer the call because that’s just how 
powerful love can be.

But love alone can’t sustain someone taking on such a 
monumental and important task.

Providing unpaid caregiving can take a very real toll on 
someone’s physical and emotional health, especially if they 
feel like the weight of their loved one’s care rests solely on 
them. Once they take on the role for a time, asking for help 

Give the 
gift of respite 

this year

will not come naturally, as they have likely hardened 
themselves to believe it is a weight they must carry on 
their own.

This holiday season, consider gifting some of your time 
to help someone in your life who cares for someone in 
need. But please take heed to avoid giving them another 
task. Instead of asking “How can I help?” make them a 
home-cooked meal or dessert and show up at their door. 
Reach out and offer to assume their post for an upcoming 

evening so they can go out with friends, see a movie or just 
spend some time doing something they want to do. Some-
times, just having someone else show that their sacrifice is 
noticed and appreciated can make that sacrifice feel less 
consuming.

Providing respite to someone who often gets none 
might seem like a small gesture, but you can be assured 
that to someone in a caregiving role, it means so much 
more. We must not forget that caregivers need care too.

This Side
Up

by 
John 

Howell

A 2024 story with long-range impacts

To the Editor:

What a commentary on our little state.  Recent head-
lines announce “RIBridges still down,” referring to the 
online customer interface for RI social services that was 
hacked by cybercriminals.  

     It serves as an unneeded reminder that the head-
line could very well be, “RI Bridge still down,” refer-

ring, of course, to that physical bridge that is down and 
won’t likely be operational for another three years – af-
ter taxpayers shell out a half-billion dollars or more.

     If Ocean State officials could retract the name 
given to the social-services site, I’m sure they would, 
considering it’s a jarring reminder of that “other 
bridge.”

                                        Lonnie Barham, Warwick

What’s in a name? A jarring reminder

Note to readers
As we close out the year and head into the next, Beacon 

Media takes the opportunity this week and next to reflect on 
the events of 2024 and preview the issues and themes of 
2025. This week’s issue includes staff retrospectives on the 
year in Cranston and Warwick. Next week we’ll publish a 
look ahead into 2025 that will include the viewpoints of 
community leaders in both cities.

At a time when public regard for news media has dimmed 
in many places, we consider ourselves fortunate to serve an 
engaged, involved audience with a strong sense of commu-
nity and a healthy appetite for local news. We’re grateful for 
the solid community support we enjoyed in 2024. We look 
forward to deepening those ties, and we wish our readers a 
peaceful and prosperous 2025. 

The city has planned a quick and good show at Rocky Point to wel-
come the New Year on Tuesday, Dec. 31. The plan is to pack the fire-
works display into 10 to 15 minutes starting at 6 p.m. so as not to ask 
people to stand in the cold for any longer than necessary.

There’ll be lots of activities leading up to the show. Starting at 3 p.m. 
food trucks will be at the park and the Police and Parks and Recreation 
departments, assisted by the Central Rhode Island Chamber of Com-
merce, will hold raffles and give out glowsticks, which make for their 
own ground show. A DJ will provide music.  The event is free. 

Lighting it up for ’25
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Anchor Baptist Church
New Meeting Place

868 Reservoir Avenue
Pastor Alex Martinez

632-9672
www.sermonaudio.com/anchorbaptist

Annunciation Greek
Orthodox Parish

175 Oaklawn Avenue
401-941-4188

Sunday Liturgy 9:30am
www.annunciationri.oeg

Asbury United 
Methodist Church

143 Ann Mary Brown Drive
Rev. Yohan Go

467-5122
Worship Service 9:30am
Sunday School at 9:30am

Sept – June
asburyumcri.org

Assemblies Of God 
The Solid Rock Church
1753 Phenix Avenue

Rev. Richard K. Leahey
827-0770

www.solidrockchurchag.com 

Baha’i Faith
Warwick Community

Call for meeting information
800-228-6483

Buttonwoods Bible Chapel
311 Buttonwoods Avenew

401-823-7803
or 508-579-7384

Christ Church
1025 Main St., E.G.

(corner Post & Cedar)
884-8632

www.christchurchec.org

Christadelphian
Ecclesia

2104 Cranston Street 
441-7432

www.christadelphia.org 

Church of The Apostles
Anglican Church in
North America

170 Fairview Ave.
Coventry, RI 02816

821-7609
Sunday Worship 9 a.m.

www.apostlesri.org

Church Of The
Ascension (Episcopal)
390 Pontiac Avenue

Pastor Santiago Rodriguez
Sun 10 am (English) 
Sun 12pm (Spanish)

461-5811
www.ascensioncranston.org

Church of The
Transfiguration
1665 Broad Street

461-3142
Sunday 10 a.m.
Holy Eucharist

Community of Christ
Church

292 West Shore Road
Rev. Nancy L. Cornish
Rev. Peter M. Latham

738-0342

Concordia Center 
for Spiritual Living
292 West Shore Rd.

732-1552
10 am. Sundays 
concordiacsl.org

Eckankar Center
2914 Post Road, Unit #3
Path of Spiritual Freedom
Light & Sound Services
1st & 3rd Sundays 10 AM
Pastor Mark Lopotoski

738-4727
www.eckankar-ri.org

Edgewood
Congregational Church

1788 Broad Street
461-1344

Sunday 10 am w/coffee hour
www.edgewoodchurchri.org

Faith Baptist Church
765 Commonwealth Ave.
Pastor Matt Vandeleest

738-7664
faithbaptistri.org

Sunday 9:30am & 11:00am
 

Faith Chapel 
Lutheran Brethren
43 Scituate Ave.

Rev. Michael Natale
944-2771

www.faithchapelri.org
Sunday Worship 10am

Faith Family Chapel
205 Hallene Rd. (Unit 103)

Pastor Brian Regan
681-4690

www.faithfamilychapel.org

First Congregational
Church of Warwick, UCC
715 Oakland Beach Avenue

Pastor Michael Ashe
738-3377
fccwri.org

First Evangelical
Lutheran Church
124 Division St.
East Greenwich

Friendship Baptist Church
2945 West Shore Road

Pastor Kaleb Hall
738-4392

friendshipri.com

Gateway Pentacostal
Fellowship

711 Park Ave. (rear)
Pastor Russell Farmer

467-3830
www.gatewayupc.org

Grace Bible Church
116 Rolfe Street

481-0030
www.gbcri.org

9 a.m. Sunday Worship
7 p.m. Wednesday Prayer

Greenwood Community
Church, Presbyterian

805 Main Avenue
Rev. Dr. Stephen L. Clark

737-1230
www.gccp.org 

Holy Apostles Church
800 Pippin Orchard Road

Very Reverend William J. Ledoux
946-5586

www.holyapostles.com 

Lakewood Baptist Church
255 Atlantic Avenue
Pastor Ron Provencal

781-1136
lakewoodbaptistchurchri.com
Sunday Worship 10am

Offering Zoom for 
Sunday Services.

Please see website for link.
wwwfacebook.com/LBCWarwick.

Living Faith 
Christian Church

1201 Greenwich Avenue
739-2444

www.LivingFaithRI.org

Narragansett Bay
Baptist Church

1642 West Shore Road
Pastor Dru Merrill

738-0600
nbbcri.org

New Beginings
Christian Church
122 Laurens St.

Mario J. Nadich, Pastor
787-0725

Norwood Baptist Church
48 Budlong Avenue
Rev. George Barclay

941-7040

Oak Lawn 
Community Baptist Church

229 Wilbur Avenue
944-0864

www.olcbaptistchurch.com

Pawtuxet Baptist Church
2157 Broad Street
Rev. Irving Scoby

461-3635
pawtuxetbaptist@verizon.net

People’s Baptist Church
1275 Elmwood Avenue
Pastor Mark Lindsay

www.PeoplesBaptistChurch.org

Phillips Memorial
Baptist Church

565 Pontiac Avenue
467-3300

Handicapped accessable
www.phillipschurch.org

Rev. Dr. Amy Chilton, Pastor
Affiliated with the 

American Baptist Churches of Rhode 
Island and the USA

Member of the Association of Welcoming 
and Affirming Baptist (AWAB)

Facebook: @PhillipsChurch
Church Office Hours: 

9:00 am – 1:00 pm (Mon. – Fri.)   
Worship is at 10:00 am on 

Sunday

Pilgrim Lutheran Church
1817 Warwick Avenue
Pastor Todd Stange

739-2937
www.pilgrimlutheranri.org

Saint Barnabas
Episcopal Church
3257 Post Road
Rev. Scott R. Lee  

737-4141
8:00 & 10:00 Holy Eucharist

www.stbarnabaswarwick.org

St. David’s On-The-Hill
Episcopal Church

200 Meshanticut Valley 
Father Edward Beaudreau

942-4368
www.stdavidsonthehill.net

Saint Mark’s 
Episcopal Church
111 West Shore Road

737-3127
Saturday - 5:00 pm
Sunday - 9:00 am

www.stmarkswarwick.com

St. Matthew Church
15 Frances Avenue

Rev. Ronald J. Bengford
461-7172

St. Patrick 
Catholic  Church

2068 Cranston Street
Fr. Roger Durand, Pastor

SaintPatrickCatholicChurch.
org

Sat. 5pm, Sun. 8:30 & 10:30

Saint Paul Church
Of Edgewood
1 St. Paul Place

461-5734

Saint Paul Evangelical
Lutheran Church

389 Greenwich Avenue
Rev. Hayley Bang

737-6758
stpaulwarwick.org

Saint Timothy Church
1799 Warwick Avenue

739-9552

Saints Rose & Clement 
Church

111 Long Street
739-0212

Masses: Saturday 4 pm
Sundays 8 am & 10:30 am

Shepherd Of The Valley 
United Methodist Church

604 Seven Mile Road
Rev. Katherine Mitchell

821-8217
www.sovumc.org

SouthPointe
Christian Church

200 Pettaconsett Ave.
401-821-9800

Worship Services  
9 & 10:30 a.m.

Kids Programming for
Birth-4th grade both services
5th-8th grade Programming 

9 a.m. Sundays
High School Programming 
Wednesdays 6:30 p.m.

southpointeri.com

Spring Green 
Memorial Church

1350 Warwick Avenue
463-8328

Sunday Worship 10:30 am
Rev. Shelton Rucker, Jr.
https://sgmcri.wordpress.com/

Trinity Church
139 Ocean Ave., Pawtuxet 

Cranston, RI 02905
8 am & 10 am

10 am is live-streamed on 
facebook @trinitypawtuxet

941-4324
http://www.trinitycranston.org/

Warwick Hope 
Assembly of God
425 Sandy Lane

Pastor Matthew McIntosh
732-0634

Sunday Service 9:30 am.   
Bible Study  Wed.  7 pm

Warwick Central
Baptist Church
3270 Post Road

Pastor Sam Chesser
739-2828

wcbc01@verizon.net
Service Sundays at 10:15 AM

Warwick Christian
Fellowship

358 Warwick Neck Avenue
Pastor Steve Reickett

739-26606

Westminster 
Unitarian Church

119 Kenyon Ave., E.G.
401-884-5933

Sunday Service 10 am
Streaming on: westminster-

uu.org

Woodbury Union
Church, Presbyterian

58 Beach Avenue
Rev. Deb Packard

737-8232
WoodburyChurchRI@gmail.com

Woodridge
Congregational

United Church Of Christ
546 Budlong Road
Rev. Aidan Kelley

942-0654
woodridgechurchri.org 

Word & Prayer
Fellowship

828 Oaklawn Ave.
Pastor Chick Salliby

www.wordandprayer.org 

Word Of Life 
Covenant Church
1308 Phenix Avenue

944-1163
thewordoflife.net

To include your
HOUSE OF WORSHIP

in this listing, please contact 
Ida at 732-3100

houses of Worship

■ Notices
(continued from page 4)

FLEURY, Brittani E., est.
 Christine Fleury has qualif ied 

as Executrix (Amy E. Stratton of 
4 Richmond Square, Ste. 150, 
Providence, RI 02906 as agent); 
creditors must file their claims in the 
office of the Probate Clerk within 
the time required by law beginning 
December 19, 2024

HITCHENER, Paul Whitman, est.
 Derek Hitchener has qualified 

as Administrator; creditors must 
file their claims in the office of 
the Probate Clerk within the time 
required by law beginning December 
19, 2024

HUNDLEY, Nancy V. alias Nancy 
Virginia Hundley, est.
 Jaclyn Arruda has qualified as 

Administratrix; creditors must file 
their claims in the office of the 
Probate Clerk within the time 
required by law beginning December 
19, 2024

IANNELLI, Peter Sr., est.
 Sienna Iadevaia has qualified as 

Executrix; creditors must file their 
claims in the office of the Probate 

Clerk within the time required by law 
beginning December 19, 2024

KIRTON, Kenneth F. alias Kenneth 
Frederick Kirton, est.
 Linda Kir ton has qualif ied as 

Administratr ix; creditors must 
file their claims in the office of 
the Probate Clerk within the time 
required by law beginning December 
19, 2024

KOCHEVAR, Conrad, M., est.
 Linda L. Adamonis has qualified as 

Executrix; creditors must file their 
claims in the office of the Probate 
Clerk within the time required by law 
beginning December 19, 2024

LUDOVICO, Giovina, est.
 Lola J. Smith has qualified as 

Executrix; creditors must file their 
claims in the office of the Probate 
Clerk within the time required by law 
beginning December 19, 2024

MCCONAGHY, Anne K. alias Anne 
Kathleen McConaghy, est.
 David N. Bock, Jr. has qualified as 

Executor; creditors must file their 
claims in the office of the Probate 
Clerk within the time required by law 
beginning December 19, 2024

MCDONALD, Joan Frances, est.
 Charles F. Moran III. & Paul A. Moran 

have qualified as Co-Executor’s 
(Nicholas Lambros of 100 Midway 
Road, Ste. 16, Cranston, RI 02920 
as agent); creditors must file their 
claims in the office of the Probate 
Clerk within the time required by law 
beginning December 19, 2024

PAYNICH, Allan George, est. 
 Lori-Ann D’Antonio has qualified as 

Administratrix; creditors must file 
their claims in The office the Probate 
Clerk within the time required by law 
beginning December 19, 2024

RUSSO, Vincent alias Vincent Paul 
Russo, est.
 Michael A. Russo has qualified as 

Executor; creditors must file their 
claims in the office of the Probate 
Clerk within the time required by law 
beginning November 21, 2024

Individuals requesting interpreter ser-
vices for the hearing impaired must 
notify the City Clerk’s Office at (401) 
738-2006 Ext 4 at least (48) hours in 
advance of the hearing.

ATTEST:  LYNN D’ABROSCA, 
CITY CLERK

12/19, 12/26/24

Class Reunion

Oct. 11, 2025, Pilgrim High 
School Class of 1975’s 50th 
Reunion will be held on Sat., 
Oct. 11, 2025 at Quonset “O” 
Club, 200 Lt. James Brown 
Road, North Kingstown. We 
are looking for our classmates 
and/or info on deceased class-
mates, etc. Please contact Dean 
Plowman  dean695@gmail.
com

 Community Events

Dec. 31, New Year’s Eve Fire-
works at Rocky Point from 
3-6 p.m. Food Trucks, DJ, & 
Give-away for the kids every 
30 minutes and Fireworks at 6 
p.m.

Jan. 1, 49th Annual Penguin 
Plunge for Special Olympics 
Rhode Island at its new loca-
tion, Scarborough State Beach 
in Narragansett. The main 
plunge kicks off at 12 p.m., fol-
lowed by a family-friendly 
plunge at 12:15 p.m. Registra-
tion is $25, and additional fun-
draising is encouraged. This 
support makes a profound dif-
ference in the lives of Rhode 
Islanders with intellectual dis-
abilities, empowering them to 
achieve their dreams.

Jan. 5 – 7, 2025, AARP CHAP-
TER 2210 ATLANTIC CITY 
TRIP has planned a trip to 
Resorts Casino Hotel in Atlan-
tic City from January 5-7. The 
Tour includes 2 nights’ accom-
modations, 2 meal credits (up 
to $20 value each) & $20 slot 
play. Bus pickup from the Exit 
19 Park & Ride on Hopkins 
Hill Road at 7 a.m., return 
time is approximately 6 p.m. 
Cost is $299/person (double 
occupancy), $279/person (tri-
ple occupancy) or $399/per-
son (single occupancy). For 
more information call Mau-
reen at 828-5188 or Anne at 
263-4272.

Jan. 7, VFW Post #183 Hi Lo 
Jack Tuesday League starts at 
6pm. Email vfwpost183e-
vents@aol.com with any ques-
tions. 

Jan. 9, VFW Post #183 BINGO 
Doors open at 6 p.m. bingo 
starts at 6:30 p.m. $30 entry. 
Cash Prizes.  Please email vf-
wpost183bingo@gmail.com 
with any questions. Bingo is 
also taking place Jan. 22, Feb. 
6, Feb. 19, March 6, and March 
16.  

Jan. 11, Open Forum “Re-
membering the 1950’s” will 
be presented by the Hope His-
torical Society at 2 p.m.  The 
meeting will be held at the 
Howland Barn, 35 Ryefield 
Road, Hope. Open Forum is 
an interactive meeting where 
members and attendees be-
come a living history by shar-
ing memorabilia, artifacts, pic-
tures, stories, etc. related to the 
program topic.

Jan. 12, Cranston East Be a 
Bolt Open House from 12 p.m. 
to 2 p.m.  

Jan. 14, Family Event: Snow 
Making will be hosted by the 
OneCranston Health Equity 
Zone on Tue., Jan. 14, 5:30 p.m. 
to 7:00 p.m. at the Pastore Cen-
ter, 155 Gansett Ave., Crans-
ton. Children can dive into the 
magic of winter by making 
their own snow! No registra-
tion required. For more info, 
contact Celia at cmhernan-
dez@comcap.org or 401-649-
0878.

Jan. 25, 61st anniversary 
Burns Supper, by the Scottish 
American Society of RI, cele-
brating Scotland’s most fa-
mous poet, Robert Burns! The 
evening will include a Scot-
tish-themed raffle, traditional 
Haggis Ceremony, presenta-
tion of The Immortal Memory, 
Full Pipe Band Performance 

and Ceilidh dancing. Location 
is at Rhodes-on-the Pawtuxet 
Ballroom, 60 Rhodes Place, 
Cranston. Doors open at 5:45 
pm with cocktails (cash bar); 
seating for Scottish dinner be-
gins at 6:30 p.m. For more in-
formation and to buy tickets 
go to sasri.co/upcoming-
events.

Every Monday through Fri-
day, Virtual Dementia Care-
giver Support Groups are 
specifically designed for peo-
ple caring for loved ones with 
Alzheimer’s and other forms 
of dementia. Mon., 3:30 to 5 p. 
m.; Tues., 3 to 4:30 p. m.; Wed., 
5 to 6:30 p. m.; Thurs. and Fri., 
10 to 11:30 a. m. Information 
and registration, call 401-415-
4664; or email to: info@
HopeDementia.org. Follow us 
on Facebook @HopeHealth.

Every Monday, Gaspee Celtic 
Jam - The Gaspee Celtic Jam 
meets at the Pawtuxet Village 
Baptist Church, 2157 Broad 
St., Cranston, every Mon. from 
7 – 9 p.m. Do you play fiddle, 
guitar, Irish flute, pennywhis-
tle, bodhran, mandolin, banjo, 
concertina, accordion, folk 
harp, hammered dulcimer, 
Appalachian dulcimer, banjo, 
acoustic bass, ukulele, key-
board, recorder, or sing? All 
skill levels welcome. Visit gas-
peecelticjam.org for more info 
(including the current tune 
list/tune book) or to send us 
any questions. No specific 
Celtic music experience is re-
quired.

Every First and Third Tuesday 
Ocean State Toastmasters 
Club meets, serving both 
Rhode Island and Southern 
MA. Ocean State Toastmasters 
Club holds its meetings at 641 
Bald Hill Road, Warwick, from 
6:30 to 8:30 p.m. For more in-
formation, please contact: Ar-
turo at 401-999-2393. All are 
welcome.

Every Tuesday, ASL Inter-
preted RI AA Meeting will be 
held at Phillips Memorial Bap-
tist Church, 565 Pontiac Ave., 
Cranston from 7 to 8 p.m.

Every Second Tuesday West 
Warwick AARP Chapter 
West Warwick AARP Chapter 
meets the second Tues. of the 
month, 1 p.m. at St. Mary's 
Church Hall, 70 Church Street, 
West Warwick. Looking to ex-
pand its membership. All are 
welcome to come to enjoy a 
cup of coffee and chat with 
new friends.

Every Wednesday, Calling 
All Seniors: The Dance ‘50’s, 
‘60’s, 70’s, & 80’s Music at the 
American Legion, 662 West 
Shore Rd., Warwick. Light 
snacks for free and refresh-
ments for purchase. No out-
side alcohol is permitted. Cov-
er: $10pp at the door. For more 
information:  Mary 401-256-
1169.

Every Thursday Meadowlark 
Seniors the Meadowlark Se-
niors will meet at 1:30 p.m., at 
St. Kevin Church Hall, 333 
Sandy Lane, Warwick. Short 
meetings, fun activities, and 
socializing. Come join us. 
New members are welcome. 

Every Tuesday, ASL Inter-
preted RI AA Meeting will be 
held at Phillips Memorial Bap-
tist Church, 565 Pontiac Ave., 
Cranston from 7 to 8 p.m.

Every Thursday,  Get-a-Job-
Thursdays - We Make RI, an 
organization that provides 
free manufacturing training, 
hosts a series of job fairs every 
Thurs. from 11 a.m. to noon, 
200 First Ave., Cranston. We 
Make RI offer job seekers a 
chance to meet with employ-
ers, get career counseling, re-
sume help and more. Some 
employers include Swissline 
Precision, Admiral Packaging, 
KB Surfaces, Warwick Hanger 

and Hitachi Cable. For more 
information about this event 
or other training opportuni-
ties, visit www.wemakeri.
com/get-a-job-thursday or 
contact Mike at (401) 232-0077 
x109.

Every Saturday, Citizenship 
Prep Classes at WPL Prepare 
for the U.S. Naturalization In-
terview with Citizen Prepara-
tion classes at the Warwick 
Public Library, from 10 a.m. to 
noon. Practice citizenship vo-
cabulary, learn the necessary 
civics content, and work on 
interview skills using the 
N-400 application form. Sign 
up at the library. For more in-
formation, call 401-455-8041. 
These free classes are offered 
by the RI Family Literary Ini-
tiative.

Oaklawn Grange Used Cloth-
ing Donation Shed in need of 
used clothing items at the 
Oaklawn Grange Donation 
Shed, 24 Searle Ave., Crans-
ton. Accepted items only: 
Used Clothing, Shoes, Sneak-
ers, Belts, Purses, Linens, Pil-
lowcases, Blankets, Curtains, 
and Stuffed Animals. All items 
must be in useable condition. 
Your donations will be distrib-
uted as whole garments local-
ly and worldwide. Contact 
oaklawngrangeinfo@gmail.
com for more information. 

NAMI-RI Offers Family Sup-
port Groups The RI chapter of 
the National Alliance on Men-
tal Illness (NAMI-RI) offers 
free support groups for fami-
lies and friends of loved ones 
who are struggling with their 
mental health. The groups are 
led by trained facilitators who 
also have lived experience as 
family members themselves. 
The group meetings last about 
1.5 hours, and everyone who 
participates in the meeting 
gets a chance to share. The 
other members of the group 
try to offer help and resources, 
when appropriate, based on 
their own experiences. More 
information and full schedule 
can be found at namirhodeis-
land.org. or call 401-331-3060. 
No pre-registration for these 
monthly groups is necessary.

Coventry Senior Band The 
Coventry Senior Band is look-
ing for musicians. A group of 
retired volunteers, we play 
gigs at Nursing Homes, Senior 
Centers, etc. If you are over 55 
and play an instrument call 
David at (401) 368-6895 or 
email at walshdavid170@
gmail.com

PSA Free Gun Locks at Cran-
ston & Warwick Public Li-
braries Secure storage of 
weapons is now the law in 
Rhode Island. A Free Gun 
Lock and Securing Weapons 
Safely information are now 
available at two locations: 
Cranston Central Library Ref-
erence Desk, 140 Sockanosset 
Cross Rd. Cranston, Warwick 
Central Library Reference 
desk, 600 Sandy Ln., Warwick. 
Stop by for a free gun lock and 
literature on how to securely 
store weapons. Doing so will 
save lives and make our com-
munities safer. Residents from 
all RI communities are wel-
come. "This event is not en-
dorsed by or affiliated with 
the Cranston Public Library."

Hearts for Hospice Visiting 
Nurse Home and Hospice 
(VNH&H) is asking for indi-
viduals to support their hos-
pice programs by giving 
$20.00 or more to their Hearts 
for Hospice campaign. People 
can dedicate their gift to a 
loved one who is always in 
their heart; all dedications are 
listed on the organization’s 
website. You can make your 
donation at www.visiting-
hursehh.org/giving/ or by 
calling 401-682-2100 extension 
number 1631. 

Bulletin Board
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An Independently Owned Funeral Home

800 Greenwich Avenue, Warwick, RI

737-3510
Conveniently located off Exit 12A on I-95

EDWARD L. MURPHY, DIRECTOR

URQUHART-MURPHY
F U N E R A L  H O M E

Victoria M. Quinn

Victoria M. (Ascoli) 
Quinn, 82, passed away 
Thursday, December 19, 
2024.  She was the beloved 
wife of James F. Quinn, Jr., 
to whom she shared 63 
years of marriage.  Born in 
Providence, she was the 
first of two daughters born 
to the late Martin Ascoli 
and Dorothy M. (LaPierre) 
Murphy.  Victoria was the 
devoted mother of Kelly A. 
Hittner (Victor), Liesa A. 
Quinn and the late James F. 
Quinn III; cherished ‘Nana’ of two grandchildren, James R. 
Quinn and Tyler Hittner and two great-grandchildren, 
Hudson Hittner and Harlow Hittner. She was the older sis-
ter of Linda A. McGee who was also her best friend. 

Victoria was the quintessential mom and dedicated her-
self to caring for not only her own children but all of their 
friends and the children of the neighborhood as well.  She 
was most happy when she had all of her family gathered 
together by the family pool.  Victoria is going to be missed 
tremendously by all those who had the privilege to know 
her and love her. 

Her funeral will be held Saturday, December 21, 2024 at 
9:45am from the Thomas & Walter Quinn Funeral Home, 
2435 Warwick Ave., Warwick with a Mass of Christian 
Burial at 11am in St. Kevin Church, 333 Sandy Lane, War-
wick.  She will be laid to rest in the family plot in St. Ann 
Cemetery, Cranston. Visitation will be held in the Funeral 
Home Friday, December 20, 2024 from 4-7pm. 

Advertise today!
To place your ad, call 732-3100

Michael Emery Parks

Michael Emery 
Parks was born 
March 20, 1962, son 

of the late Emery Parks and 
Rita (Beaufort) Parks of 
Warwick, Rhode Island, 
passed away unexpectedly 
on November 22, 2024. Mi-
chael is survived by brother 
Gary Parks (Sharon) and sis-
ter Gail Giroux (Robert), a 
loving uncle to five nieces 
and nephews, Christoper 
and Meghan Parks, Gregory, 
Kelsey, and Nicole Giroux.

Michael, an Air Force 6-year veteran, worked as an elec-
tronic technician his entire career for numerous companies 
including Fortune 500 companies such as Olivetti Corp and 
CVS Corp. Michael was an avid hunter, fisherman, and all-
around outdoors enthusiast. Michael loved playing hockey in 
his school years. Michael had a wonderful witty personality, 
a great sense of humor, and loved life. Everyone who had the 
pleasure of knowing, working with, or interacting in any way 
with Michael would agree. Michael will be forever remem-
bered and missed.

All services will be private to provide a solemn and loving 
farewell, and we ask for your prayers and sympathy. Instead 
of flowers, Michael’s family asks kindly that you donate to 
“Tunnel to Towers”

Your donation and dedication can be made:
Online: T2T.org While making your donation, check the 

box to dedicate my donation in honor of Michael Emery 
Parks.

By mail: 2361 Hylan Boulevard, Staten Island, New York 
10306. Check the “Tunnel to Towers Foundation” and mail it 
with a note stating in memory of Michael Emery Parks. Please 
visit www.barrettandcotter.com for online condolences.

Marie J. Jean-Pierre

Marie J. Jean-Pierre, 69, 
of Providence, Rhode Is-
land, passed away unex-
pectedly at Rhode Island 
Hospital on December 18, 
2024. She retired one year 
ago as a Certified Nurse’s 
Assistant at Cedar Crest 
Nursing Home, where she 
worked for 21 years and 
was affectionately known 
as “Mama.” Before that, 
she worked at various 
nursing homes in Rhode 
Island and Massachusetts.

Marie was the widow of the late Fritz Boutin. She was 
born on May 30, 1955, in Port-au-Prince, Haiti to Paulette 
Estimé and Hansi Jean-Pierre. Marie emigrated to the Unit-
ed States in 1968 and settled in Providence in 1992.

She is survived by her three sons Fritz Boutin Jr., Marck-
enzie Jaques Boutin, and Ricardo Boutin. Marie was also a 
proud grandmother, known as “Yaya,” to six grandchildren 
Daijah Geter, Cheyenne Henley-Boutin, Arianna Marie Bou-
tin, Zaria Rose Boutin, Emory Elijah Boutin, and Elijah Ri-
cardo Boutin (Predeceased). Additionally, she is survived by 
her sister, Marie Marguerite Day, and her niece and nephew, 
Leevans Day and Marisha Day Louis-Charles.

Marie was a beloved and caring person, who dedicated 
her life to providing for her loved ones. She formed strong 
connections within her local Haitian community in Provi-
dence, engaging with churches, small businesses, and 
neighbors. Her greatest accomplishment was raising her 
sons and witnessing the joy of her grandchildren. She will 
be truly missed by all.

Her funeral service will be held on Saturday, December 
28, 2024 at 11am in the NARDOLILLO FUNERAL HOME & 
Crematory, 1278 Park Avenue, Cranston.  VISITING HOURS 
will be on Friday from 5-8pm. 

Please send flowers to Nardolillo Funeral Home. Visit 
NardolilloFH.com for online condolences.

Mary A. Shoemaker

Mary A. “Be Be” (Schmitt) 
Shoemaker, 71, passed 
away Saturday, December 
21, 2024 at the Kent Hospi-
tal in Warwick. She was the 
beloved wife of Ronald 
Shoemaker, Sr. for 51 years. 
Born in Providence, she 
was a daughter of the late 
Frederick and Anne C. 
(Jackson) Schmitt. Mary 
was the loving mother of 
Ronald S. Shoemaker, Jr. 
(Jennifer), Randall S. Shoe-
maker (Michaela) and Ryan 
S. Shoemaker (Meghan); loving grandmother of Ronald III, 
Lucas, Zachary, Gray, Alexander, and Caden. She was the 
sister of Daniel Schmitt (Joanne) and Barbara DiFusco 
(Brandon). Mary worked in customer service for Tennis 
Rhode Island West Bay and was also a child care provider.

Mary was a volunteer for many years for the Boys & Girls 
Clubs of Warwick Soccer League. She was her son’s and 
grandson’s biggest cheerleader. She also loved all things 
Disney, and frequent vacations to Lake George, NY. Mary 
was also an avid reader and super fan of Days of Our Lives.

A private funeral service will be held in the Thomas & 
Walter Quinn Funeral Chapel, 2435 Warwick Ave., Warwick, 
at the convenience of the family.

For information and condolences visit www.TheQuinn-
FuneralHome.com

Marie C. Gardner

Marie C. (Landry) Gard-
ner, 81, passed away Satur-
day, December 21, 2024, in 
the HopeHealth Hulitar 
Hospice Center. She was 
the beloved wife of the late 
MSG George M. Gardner Jr. 
retired, and a daughter of 
the late Benoit J. and Irene 
(Duhamel) Landry. She is 
survived by her daughters 
Christine M. Torza and her 
husband Joseph, and Cindy 
Gianfrancesco; seven 
grandchildren, Taylor 
Gormley, Morgan, Riley and Daniel Murphy, and Antonio, 
Isabella and Angelina Gianfrancesco; and two great-grand-
children, Mason and Mia Gormley. She is also survived by 
her brother, Rev. Richard Landry of the La Sallette Fathers 
and Ms. Pauline Iannucci her sister.

Mrs. Gardner was an avid card player and loved being 
with her family and her little dog Buddy, whom she loved 
very much. Mrs. Gardner worked for ARA and the school 
feeding program of Pilgrim High School for several years. 
She also worked at Dave’s Marketplace for several years up 
to her retirement.

Relatives and friends are invited to join her Funeral Ser-
vice on Monday, December 30, 2024, at 9:30am from the 
Thomas and Walter Quinn Funeral Home, 2435 Warwick 
Ave, Warwick, followed by a Mass of Christian Burial at 
11:00am in St. Kevin Church, Warwick. Her Visitation will 
be held in the funeral home on Sunday from 4:00-7:00pm. In 
lieu of flowers, donations in her honor may be made to: 
Disabled American Veterans, online at: https://help.dav.
org/page/66135/donate. For online tribute and condo-
lences please visit: www.TheQuinnFuneralHome.com

Robert B. Lawrence

Robert B. Lawrence of 
West Warwick died at home 
on Saturday, December 14, 
2024 at the age of 74. Son of 
the late Albert and Lorraine 
(Hesketh) Lawrence, Bob 
spent much of his life in the 
Stadium neighborhood of 
Cranston, growing up on 
Jordan Avenue and living 
with his wife and son on 
Pomham Street for nearly 
thirty years.

Bob – known to some as 
Bobby – was a quiet but 
sometimes feisty man who enjoyed fishing, golf, and practi-
cal jokes. In his younger days he rode a motorcycle, smoked 
Marlboro Reds, and worked as a long-haul truck driver. He 
was extremely reserved with his emotions but he bowled a 
perfect game (more than one, actually) and sometimes told 
completely fabricated stories about his time as a heart sur-
geon in Bombay. He was often bored by adults, but children 
loved his enthusiasm for water balloons.

Bob met his future wife Valerie I. Angelone at Hugh B. 
Bain Junior High School, and they both graduated from 
Cranston High School East in the Class of 1970. Robert 
worked as a truck driver for most of his life, finishing his 
career at Synagro Technologies in Woonsocket. In his final 
years he was a tireless full-time caretaker for his wife.

In addition to Valerie, Bob is survived by his son Matthew 
R. Lawrence, Matthew’s long-term partner Jason P. Tran-
chida, sisters Diane Wright and Lori Lawrence Messier, and 
thirteen beloved nieces and nephews.

Memorial services were limited to close family. Bob is 
buried at St. Ann Cemetery in Cranston. In lieu of flowers, 
please consider making a donation in his honor to the Sa-
maritans of Rhode Island. (https://www.samaritansri.
org/).

Obituaries

While the schools, city government and infrastructure 
provided plenty of material for the Beacon throughout the 
year and made a major impact, a newspaper is nothing 
without its community – and we are proud to have covered 
major community accomplishments throughout the year. 

The Beacon’s commitment to community coverage be-
gan with a trip to Newport on New Year’s Day for the 2024 
Polar Plunge. The plunge was done in part to support 
6-year-old Warwick resident Sofia Skipworth, who had 
been fighting leukemia for about two years. 

From there, we covered other people and places that 
truly make Warwick special. One of them, the Trudeau 
Center, got to celebrate 60 years of helping educate Rhode 
Islanders with intellectual disabilities. Another Warwick-
based organization – Child, Inc. – opened a clothing closet 
on wheels earlier this month, bringing an idea from a 
5-year-old boy to fruition.

103-year-old Rosalee Malaby is one of the city’s oldest 
residents, and she served as a nurse in World War II, where 
she was stationed in Japan and the Philippines for 15 
months. For that service, she was officially honored by the 
RI Nurses Honor Guard along with four other residents of 
Halcyon West Bay. 

In July, the Beacon talked with Christina Peacock and 
Chris Lussier, two Warwick residents who were part of 
Special Olympics RI’s Athlete Leadership University’s 
first-ever graduating class. 

As Warwick got to see 92% totality when an eclipse oc-
curred in April The Beacon was at Rocky Point to talk with 
those gathered about the experience. And we weren’t the 
only ones on the scene for T.J. Murray’s Eagle Scout project 
in late August – fixing up the Conimicut Point overlook – 
as it was unexpectedly overtaken by a wedding party.

2024 has been a tumultuous year for many. Within the 
city, the year began with a new School Committee chair 
and ended with a new City Council president. We’ve had 
changes here as well, with Joy Fox becoming the new Bea-

Throughout 2024, Warwick got significant infrastructure projects com-
pleted, and plenty of others started.

One of the largest projects of the year was the City Hall Plaza project – 
which got off to an unusual start when two companies each claimed to be 
the low bidder. Following the claim’s resolution, the plaza’s groundbreak-
ing was conducted in May. 

In addition to the plaza, construction began on several new housing proj-
ects, with one of the largest being a 214-unit apartment complex on Post 
Road next to the airport connector. Ground was broken on that project in 
May.

Speaking of Post Road, the city’s main artery received a fresh coat of as-
phalt this year from Route 37 through Main Avenue, following repaving 
work on the rest of the road in 2023. While Post Road’s work was done by 
the state, the city also repaved the longest non-state road in Warwick – Jef-
ferson Boulevard.

Post Road’s repaving, which happened throughout the summer, also 
finished up one of RIDOT’s major projects in the city – the T.F. Green Air-
port Connector Beautification project. 

The airport also made headlines in 2024. Tensions between the airport 
and city came to a head in the fall, when the airport proposed to build a 
sound wall and berm to mitigate the impacts of an air cargo facility near 
Strawberry Field Road that has received stiff opposition. In October, the city 
passed an abandonment of some streets in the area to allow the Rhode Is-

Construction abounds; turbulence hits T.F. Green
Warwick Year in Stories(cont.)

Rhode Island T.F. Green International Airport 
CEO Iftikhar Ahmed encountered organiza-
tional turbulence in 2024. (Beacon Media 
files)

The lighter side

land Airport Corporation to build the berm – something that 
raised public opposition as well.

That wasn’t the only bit of tension between T.F. Green and 
members of the public, with the Beacon writing in August about 
employees claiming that airport CEO Iftikhar Ahmad had cre-
ated a toxic work environment in the workplace.

2025 promises more road work throughout the city, with cur-
rent RIDOT plans showing portions of Centerville Road planned 
for repaving and City Hall Plaza expected to be completed.

con publisher in May. 
Through it all, though, the Beacon has strived to provide 

the city and its 82,999 residents with the most relevant, ac-
curate and up-to-date information possible on as many 
topics as possible. We look forward to doing the same 
throughout 2025.

Thank you to each and every one who has read our ar-
ticles this year. It may be clichéd, but we literally could not 
do this without you, your trust and your support. It means 
the world to us.

From the Beacon to Warwick and all of our readers be-
yond the city’s limits, Happy New Year. 

Oakland Beach Elementary School teacher Milissa O’Neil 
is named Rhode Island’s Teacher of the Year. (Beacon 
Media files)
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by Spectacle Live, which 
manages 11 theaters 
throughout Massachusetts, 
New Hampshire and Rhode 
Island.

Spectacle Live CEO Bran-
don Caron said Cranston 
will have access to new op-
portunities under the com-
pany’s management.

“What it allows us to do is 
put this market in place 
with places like Plymouth, 
Cape Cod, New Hampshire, 
who are doing a lot of great 
shows and allow us to be 
able to work with agents 
and tours to put together 
some nice routes that would 
(give) Cranston the access to 
shows that it normally 
wouldn’t have,” he said.

Both the Park Theatre 
team and Mayor Kenneth 
Hopkins expressed excite-
ment about what the theater 
means for Cranston’s econ-
omy.

“It’s certainly worth not-
ing that along with the Park 
Theatre’s success comes 
continued success for our 
local economy and the busi-
nesses along Rolfe Street,” 
he said at a press conference 
in July. “Increased foot traf-
fic and tourism will likely 
lead to more (business) for 
local shops restaurants, ho-
tels and further boosting 
our local Cranston econo-
my.”

Hopkins also applauded 
the Park Theatre as a “sym-
bol of hope, resilience and 
the transformative power of 
the arts,” saying the the-
ater’s reopening “fills a 
void” in the community. 

■ Park
(Continued from page 1)

BEACON MEDIA STAFF REPORTS 

In November, Mayor Kenneth Hopkins won reelection, defeating 
Democratic City Councilor Robert Ferri.

As a Republican in an overwhelmingly Democratic city, Hopkins says 
he knew he would need bipartisan support for him to win a second term, 
and he is proud that he earned it.

“I think the main message I got from this election is that the people trust 
me,” he said. “This is a time to put politics aside. It’s not about being 
about a Republican or a Democrat.  It’s about Cranston.”

Hopkins said he looks forward to continuing his administration’s work 
to provide high-quality city services and recreational facilities, including 
his plan to replace the outdated Budlong pool. 

He affirmed his support for bipartisan progress in the city. “I am the 
only Republican mayor in the state, so yes, bipartisan work [in Cranston] 
is essential,” he said, adding that he enjoys good relationships with 
prominent Democratic officials inside and outside the city.

Cranston voters sent a clear message of support to City Council Presi-
dent Jessica Marino.

Marino, who holds an at-large seat and has been in office since 2021, 
was the top vote-getter of any city candidate – outpolling even Hopkins.

She has always believed in reaching across the aisle to do what’s best 
for the city, she said, and she will continue to do so. “Right now,” she said, 
“I think it’s more important than ever to be aware of civility and be re-
spectful.”

Hopkins, Marino vow to seek middle ground

By RORY SCHULER

From Reservoir Avenue into Knightsville, city businesses struggled to keep 
their front doors clear and open to customers amid utility work and sidewalk 
reconstruction over the summer.

Many of the business owners banded together, signing a several page-petition 
discussed in detail at a City Council meeting in July.

“For an extended period, the entrances to our establishments have been ob-
structed, making it extremely difficult for customers to access our services,” the 
petition read. “The continuous traffic congestion has exacerbated the situation, 
deterring potential customers and causing significant inconvenience to those 
who do attempt to visit our businesses.” 

Manager Anthony Ramos stepped from behind the counter to talk at Sophia’s 
Café Cranston, at 1079 Park Ave.

“They’ve been killing us,” Ramos said, looking out the large café windows 
toward the trucks, cones and snarled traffic. “We just opened two months ago. 
We’re down $15,000 to $20,000 … A lot of people probably think we’re closed.”

With about half his pizzeria’s tables full, Bobby Catanzaro, of Catanzaro’s Piz-
zeria, said he signed on to the petition only to help support his neighbors.

He walked outside and stood along Park Avenue, looking right toward the 
bridge, and across to Knightsville. Park Avenue stretched to the left, full of ob-
structions. The afternoon traffic was just starting to trickle through.

The pizzeria owner confessed his daytime business had been seriously af-
fected by the roadwork, but ultimately, he insists all the pain will be worth it.

“This will all be beautiful,” he said. “This work needed to be done.”
The work was completed during the fall. 

Constant construction exacted a toll on Park Ave. commerce

Photo: The entrance to Continental Bait & Tackle at 1065 Park Ave. 
was tough to find during roadwork this summer. (Beacon Media 
photo by Rory Schuler) 

By BARBARA POLICHETTI 

Solitro’s Bakery on Cranston Street, family owned 
and operated for nearly 75 years, closed its doors on 
Aug. 18, putting an end to a sweet tradition of 
handmade breads, cakes and pastries that have 
made the business a much-loved area institution.

“It was just time,” said owner Ellie (Solitro) Pen-
nacchini. She’s ready for retirement and the rest of 
the family is ready to move on as well.

“We make everything by hand, and that’s a lot of 
hard work,” she said.

The bakery was started by Pennacchini’s grandfa-
ther, Michael L. Solitro, in 1950, when he opened for 
business in a smaller building across from the cur-
rent location. He came to this country from Vieste, 
Italy, and it did not take long for the bakery to be-

come popular.
He passed along his recipes and his talent to his 

four sons – Lawrence, Michael, Armando and 
George – who continued to build the business.

They worked together for decades, sweetening 
long days at the ovens and baking tables with 
laughter, spirited conversations and, sometimes, a 
little wine. Their children grew up in the bakery, 
learning the business from the ground up.

The family plans to sell the building, but not the 
Solitro name. Pennacchini said they have been 
heartened by so many people stopping by for one 
last visit and one last chance to get their favorite 
pastries.

“I’ll miss it, especially all the customers – they are 
like family to us,” she said. “But it’s time to move 
on.”

Solitro’s closes after nearly 75 years

In this undated photo from the Solitro family, the 
four sons of founder Michael Solitro – from left, 
Larry, Michael II, Armando and George – work 
hard in the bakery. Together, they carried on the 
business. (Photo courtesy of the Solitro family)
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‘Kingfisher and the Crow’
reels in the reader

Fishing friends write mystery thriller
By JOHN HOWELL

Peter M. Marino has attended scores of political fundraisers. He knows the scene and the routine.
The host and beneficiary of the event stands at the door welcoming arrivals. A member of the staff checks off names while another makes certain those names are 

whispered to the honoree, just to be sure there isn’t an embarrassing slip up.
Some attendees are there on complimentary tickets, but others have paid full freight and others have given much more. They are there for many reasons other than 

to simply support the candidate. Some want to be swept up in the excitement of rubbing shoulders with someone of notoriety and the campaign. Others are looking 
to measure the candidate’s support. And yet others expect to have a word with the candidate as they promote a cause.

Marino has watched many crowds as evidenced in the opening chapters of “The Kingfisher and the Crow,” the recently released mystery novel he co-authored with a long-
time friend Tim Diaz. The book opens at the Good Samaritan, a not too swank Washington watering hole where most of the fish swirling around the bar are sharks, barracudas 
and baitfish.

The Cudas, short for barracudas, are “slick, fast and aggressive men and even faster, hotter hard-drinking women.” The scene is a fundraiser for Jerry Sharpe, a freshman 
congressman from upstate New York who is on a hunt for who murdered his mother. 

The analogy of a fish tank to political fundraisers rings true. The twist is the hunt for a murderer.
And what does this have to do with a kingfisher and a crow? 
This is Marino and Diaz’s first book.
Marino has served as President and CEO at Neighborhood Health Plan of 

Rhode Island since 2014. He has swum in Ocean State political and government 
waters for much of his career. He has served as the director of the Rhode Island 
Office of Management the Rhode Island Senate Fiscal Advisor, Director of Re-
search and Policy for the Providence-based RDW Group, and Director of Policy 
and Municipal Affairs for the Rhode Island Public Expenditure Council.

Diaz, who lives in New Hampshire with his family, has had a varied career. 
Having on the board of the local Meals on Wheels program, worked in apparel 
business and as a teacher, he transitioned to the nonprofit sector and is now the 
Executive Director of Meals on Wheels of Rockingham County in southeastern 
New Hampshire

Marino and Diaz’s story as co-authors goes back about 20 years. Both are fisher-
men. They had planned on fishing in Rhode Island when a freak snow storm hit 
and not even Peter, who is a diehard fisherman, ventured out. They stayed in a 
cabin to learn both enjoyed writing stories. Not until many years later when Covid 
hit did they hatch the idea of co-authoring a mystery. 

Initially the thought was to share the book with friends and family, but then as 
they got deeper and deeper into the story they hooked up with an editor. She came 
up with 40 pages of suggestions, concluding they had something of interest to a 
publisher. They found Bookpress Publishing. The entire process took almost four 
years.

How do friends write a book?
From the start Diaz took on the role of the good guy, which left Marino the role of 

the bad guy. They would write scenes from the two perspectives and then fit the 
pieces together. Collectively, Diaz estimates, the two of them wrote enough for two 
and a half books.

“Any decisions were accidental,” claims Diaz. 
The result is fast paced tale that takes the reader speeding through chapters. Chap-

ters are as short as two pages that can be unnerving, disturbing and leave you won-
dering how many of the blue bloods … “the real deal” will get hunted down by Jerry 
and how he will do them in.

Then there’s Skylar Nicholson. She’s a crime correspondent with The Tread, an 
online newspaper that has a reputation for breaking stories. She’s on the hunt, too, 
and out to establish her credentials as a journalist.

Like so much in this book, the title reveals itself over time, leaving the reader no 
doubt who is the kingfisher and who is the crow. And as stated on the back of the 
book, this is a story of one party blinded by revenge and another who clutches 
to secrets about identity and a life never lived.

“It’s not horror,” says Diaz. “We’re trying to engage the reader 
and take them on a roller coaster ride.”

Careful, you could get hooked.
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THE DICK CLARKS
(Submitted photo)

HOURS:
Sunday 10am - 6pm 
Monday Closed
Tuesday-Saturday 11am - 8pm

������������������������������������������
�������

�������������������������
����������������������������������������
���������
���������������
�����	��������
�

�����������������������
�������������������������
�
	����������������������� ���
 ­�������

���������������������
��������������
����
���������������������������������������
��

�����������������������������������
����������
���	���

PREPARED FOODS
FISH & CHIPS EVERY WED. & FRI.  Stop In or Call Ahead

Proceeds from the raffle to benefit local non profit organizations 

Raffle run by the Rotary Club of Warwick. Drawing to be held April 2025, 
winner has option of cash, full details on the ticket

Must be 18 years of age to participate. Odds of winning are 1 in 3000

Enter for a chance
 to win a new

2025 Chevy Trax 1RS

TICKETS:
$50 EACH OR 3 FOR $100

AVAILABLE AT 
GREENWOOD CREDIT UNION,  2669 POST RD, WARWICK, 

BEACON MEDIA, 1944 WARWICK AVE , WARWICK
and FROM MEMBERS OF THE ROTARY CLUB OF WARWICK

Vehicle courtesy of Hurd Auto Mall, Johnston

Sixty vehicles followed the black 
hearse through Cranston and 
into the hallowed grounds of 
Oaklawn Cemetery. Two 

marching bands in the mournful pro-
cession sent haunting notes drifting 
on the autumn breeze. Fong Tow was 
dead. Long regarded as the honorary 
mayor of Providence, the Chinese 
resident had been embraced by Amer-
ica and lovingly adopted by the peo-
ple of Rhode Island.

Fong’s father, Chang, had come to 
this country in 1850 to help build the 
railroad. After he settled in, he opened 
a laundry in Pawtucket. Fong was 
born in 1867 and began managing 
restaurants in 1897. In May of 1926, he 
and his son Gong opened The Port 
Arthur at 123 Weybosset Street, the 
first Chinese restaurant in Rhode Is-
land. The restaurant prided itself on 
cleanliness, fine food, prompt and 
courteous service, reasonable prices, 
and entertaining cabaret. Special dai-
ly lunches were available from 11:30 
in the afternoon until 2:30 for fifty 
cents. Full-course Sunday dinners, 
which were served from noon until 
8:00 in the evening, could be had for 
one dollar and up.

In May of 1928, Fong and Gong 
celebrated the restaurant’s one-year 
anniversary with special dinner selec-
tions, entertainment by the Port Ar-
thur Orchestra, and a cabaret show 
featuring soprano Mildred Mitchell 
and dance specialist Florence Haley. 

The restaurant employed several 
cooks, waiters, dishwashers, food 
checkers, and bakers. Located directly 
across the street from the Narragan-
sett Hotel, The Port Arthur was the 
largest, grandest Chinese restaurant 
in all of New England, “catering to 
ladies and gentlemen of exact taste.” 
Due to its popularity, reservations 
were recommended and could be 
made by calling GAspee 9333.

Diners could enjoy dancing every 

Owner of RI’s fi rst Chinese
restaurant buried in Cranston

What’s happening around RI 
on New Year’s Eve

BEARLY DEAD
(Submitted photo by Keith Newman)

MADHATTER BAND
(Submitted photo by AOK Photography)

RUGBURN BAND
(Submitted photo)

By ROBERT DUGUAY

In a matter of days, 2024 will be coming to a close and we all be entering the unknown in 2025. With a new year 
comes new possibilities and new beginnings, and the best way to start manifesting those is by closing out the previ-
ous year with a bang. Around Rhode Island on New Year’s Eve, there are plenty of opportunities to do so while 
having a great time. Some of these opportunities might consist of just sharing a drink or two with a few friends and 

loved ones, or going out for the evening and experiencing a party-like atmosphere. For the folks who are looking to do 
the latter, here’s what’s going to be happening before the ball drops. 

Bearly Dead @ The Met 
1005 Main St., Pawtucket

9 p.m. | All Ages | $25-$30

One of the premier Grateful Dead tribute bands in the New England 
Region, Bearly Dead bring a high-energy approach to the legendary act’s 

tunes, along with material from Jerry Garcia, Bob Weir and Phil Lesh’s 
other projects. The Boston based tribute have over 250 songs in their 

rotation while performing a different setlist each time they take the 
stage. If you’re a “Deadhead” and you’re looking for a fun night out to 

close out the year, then this show is for you. 

Deer Tick @ Fete Music Hall 
103 Dike St., Providence | 9 p.m. | 21+ | $35-$38

This party that’s being put on by the Providence rock & roll heroes 
Deer Tick is a fairly unique one. First off, it’s the second of a back-to-

back string of gigs for the band at Fete, and second, they’re going to be 
doing their own spin on Nirvana’s legendary MTV Unplugged performance 

to kick off the evening. As of press time, the show on New Year’s Eve is 
sold out, so consider yourself lucky if you have a ticket, but the one 

happening the night before still has tickets available.

New Year’s Eve Bash @ The Updike Room
162 Main St., East Greenwich | 9 p.m. | 21+ | $20

Located inside the historic Greenwich Hotel, The Updike Room is a pretty cool 
establishment that’s had the likes of the Saturday Night Live Band bandleader G.E. 
Smith and New York City singer-songwriter Sophie B. Hawkins perform there. For 
New Year’s Eve, there’s going to be a spectacle going on with plenty of party hats, 
noise makers, appetizers and libations to go around. Local cover band Rugburn are 
going to be taking the stage, so get ready to hear all your favorite hits if you attend.

The Dick Clarks 
@ Pump House Music Works
1464 Kingstown Road, Wakefield
9 p.m. All Ages $25

The Dick Clarks are a local all-star band consisting of vocalist Paula 
Clare, guitarists Andy Stone, who is a Warwick native, and Emerson 
Torrey, bassist Richard Ribb and drummer John Turner. They have a 
groovy repertoire that runs through the various aspects of rock & roll, 
and that’s exactly what people should expect if they decide to come 
through one of the coolest venues in South County. Along with the live 
music and full bar, there’s also going to be free food, dessert and a 
complimentary champagne toast.

DEER TICK
(Submitted photo by CJ Harvey)

1. It’s a Bargain! 
Roger Williams Park Zoo offers 

half-price admission from January 
1-February 28, 2025.  (Members do 
not need advance tickets; all other 
visitors must purchase tickets online).  
Roger Williams Park Zoo is open 
Thursday-Monday from 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m. 

And, the Zoo will be free on Friday, 
Dec. 27, but the Zoo family encour-
ages every visitor to share the holiday 
spirit with the community by bring-
ing non-perishable food items to ben-
efit the Rhode Island Community 
Food Bank between 10 a.m. – 3 p.m. 
Cardi’s Furniture & Mattresses is gen-
erously donating a truck and staff to 
help collect all food items and deliver 
everything to the RI Food Bank.

2. Enjoy The Peace
A winter zoo visit is usually much 

quieter, so not only will you have 
great views of your favorite animals, 
but you’ll be also able to spend more 
time enjoying the sights too.  And you 
will likely get a great parking space 
too!

3. It’s Healthy
Make a start on your New Year’s 

resolutions and get your steps in. Get-
ting some fresh air and surrounding 
yourself with nature is hugely benefi-
cial to your mental and physical well-

being. One full lap around the Zoo is 
at least 3500 steps. 

4. Animals Are Active
January and February bring the 

perfect weather to New England for 
visiting the Zoo and seeing animals 
outside, enjoying nature’s cooler tem-
peratures.

Snow leopards and red pandas are 
just some of the animals who love the 
colder weather and it’s easier to see 
our red wolves without all the foliage. 

5. Warm up! 
If it gets too chilly, take a break in 

the warm Rainforest and hang out in 
the Amazon-like exhibit, where you 
can get up close with some fun and 
fascinating creatures.

Roger Williams Park Zoo is Rhode 
Island’s number one outdoor family 
and tourist attraction, and a leader in 
conservation efforts undertaken by a 
zoo of its size. As leaders in conserva-
tion and animal care – we create en-
gaging experiences that empower 
guests to join us in conserving wildlife 
and wild places.  Roger Williams Park 
Zoo is supported and managed by the 
Rhode Island Zoological Society and 
is owned by the City of Providence.

The top five reasons to visit 
Roger Williams Park Zoo in the winter

New Year’s Eve @ The Elliotte
848 Park Ave., Cranston
7:30 p.m. | 21+ | $35-$75

Probably the most swanky event going on in the Ocean State on this 
particular evening is happening at The Elliotte, which is located on the 
second floor of the Park Theatre & Event Center. The ritzy event starts 
with a table full of snacks and hors d’oeuvres for attendees to graze on, 
which will be followed by a full dinner buffet, music by the Madhatter 
Band and a champagne toast at midnight. If you’re trying to save some 
money but you still want to enjoy yourself, you can cancel out the food 
for more than half of the main ticket price. 
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Sixty vehicles followed the black 
hearse through Cranston and 
into the hallowed grounds of 
Oaklawn Cemetery. Two 

marching bands in the mournful pro-
cession sent haunting notes drifting 
on the autumn breeze. Fong Tow was 
dead. Long regarded as the honorary 
mayor of Providence, the Chinese 
resident had been embraced by Amer-
ica and lovingly adopted by the peo-
ple of Rhode Island.

Fong’s father, Chang, had come to 
this country in 1850 to help build the 
railroad. After he settled in, he opened 
a laundry in Pawtucket. Fong was 
born in 1867 and began managing 
restaurants in 1897. In May of 1926, he 
and his son Gong opened The Port 
Arthur at 123 Weybosset Street, the 
first Chinese restaurant in Rhode Is-
land. The restaurant prided itself on 
cleanliness, fine food, prompt and 
courteous service, reasonable prices, 
and entertaining cabaret. Special dai-
ly lunches were available from 11:30 
in the afternoon until 2:30 for fifty 
cents. Full-course Sunday dinners, 
which were served from noon until 
8:00 in the evening, could be had for 
one dollar and up.

In May of 1928, Fong and Gong 
celebrated the restaurant’s one-year 
anniversary with special dinner selec-
tions, entertainment by the Port Ar-
thur Orchestra, and a cabaret show 
featuring soprano Mildred Mitchell 
and dance specialist Florence Haley. 

The restaurant employed several 
cooks, waiters, dishwashers, food 
checkers, and bakers. Located directly 
across the street from the Narragan-
sett Hotel, The Port Arthur was the 
largest, grandest Chinese restaurant 
in all of New England, “catering to 
ladies and gentlemen of exact taste.” 
Due to its popularity, reservations 
were recommended and could be 
made by calling GAspee 9333.

Diners could enjoy dancing every 

day except for Sunday. Music for 
dancing was provided from noon un-
til 2:30, from 6 p.m. until 9 p.m., and 
again from 10 p.m. until midnight. 
The entire third floor of the restaurant 
was elaborately outfitted as a banquet 
hall and hosted all manner of parties, 
showers and galas. “Every Day Is a 
Big Day at The Port Arthur!” their 
advertisements read. However, the 
restaurant’s biggest days were un-
doubtedly those which featured holi-
day celebrations. Whether Hallow-
een, Christmas, Thanksgiving, or 
New Year’s Eve had arrived on the 
calendar, no one staged a celebration 
like Fong Tow. New Year’s Eve parties 
consisted of dancing, cabaret, noise-
makers, party favors, and a full-
course meal for five dollars per per-
son. The party didn’t stop there. New 
Year’s Day celebrations began at 12:01 
with music by the house orchestra 
and dancing that went on until 3:00 in 
the morning. A full-course dinner 
would later be available for three dol-
lars per person. The restaurant’s New 
Year’s Eve celebration of 1928 includ-
ed two bands and two dance floors, as 
well as entertainment by The Ramon 
Review, Marie Bayes, and Gerald 
Griffin.  

The Port Arthur’s annual Hallow-

een party began at 9:30 in the evening 
and went on until 3:00 in the morning. 
A special dinner, cabaret, and dancing 
were all included for the $1.50 ticket 
price. In 1928, the entertainment for 
the Halloween party came in the form 
of dancers Marie Carlos, and Morelle 
& Deroche.

Fong spared no expense in schedul-
ing the best performers in New York 
and Boston to visit Providence for the 
purpose of being showcased at The 
Port Arthur. In May of 1934, Fong 
celebrated his restaurant’s eight-year 
anniversary with special luncheon se-
lections priced from 35 to 75 cents and 
a full-course dinner, served from 5 to 
9 p.m., for 60 to 95 cents. Entertain-
ment was in the form of a 10-act floor 
show as well as dancing to the sounds 
of Jack Pitman & His Orchestra. Fine 
beers and wines were available to be 
enjoyed with dinner.

In 1937, diners who appreciated the 
“cozy booths and cheerful surround-
ings,” could be served a baked sugar-
cured ham dinner for sixty cents, a 
broiled live whole lobster for one dol-
lar, a broiled tenderloin steak for $1.15 
or a planked steak for $1.10 among 
the numerous other American and 
Chinese food selections on the menu. 
By 1950, the restaurant was advertis-
ing the comfort of its air conditioning, 
their noon floor shows which hap-
pened Tuesday through Saturday, and 
their sixty-cent Businessman’s Lunch.

When Fong died in September of 
1935, the whole state mourned the 
man who had consistently exhibited 
what hospitality should look like. 
More flowers than most had ever seen 
at a funeral were set about the Roger 
Williams Mausoleum in memory of 
Fong. At some point, Fong was re-
moved to Pawtuxet Memorial Park in 
Warwick where he currently rests be-
side his son.

Kelly Sullivan is a Rhode Island colum-
nist, lecturer and author.

Owner of RI’s fi rst Chinese
restaurant buried in Cranston

Back in 
the Day

by 
KELLY SULLIVAN

Vintage postcard featuring RI’s first Chinese restaurant, The Port Arthur.

By ROBERT DUGUAY

In a matter of days, 2024 will be coming to a close and we all be entering the unknown in 2025. With a new year 
comes new possibilities and new beginnings, and the best way to start manifesting those is by closing out the previ-
ous year with a bang. Around Rhode Island on New Year’s Eve, there are plenty of opportunities to do so while 
having a great time. Some of these opportunities might consist of just sharing a drink or two with a few friends and 

loved ones, or going out for the evening and experiencing a party-like atmosphere. For the folks who are looking to do 
the latter, here’s what’s going to be happening before the ball drops. 

DEER TICK
(Submitted photo by CJ Harvey)

Growing up, my family’s Christ-
mases were very low-key affairs. As a 
young child, we had the tradition of 
me hiding in my bedroom on Christ-
mas morning while “Santa” made his 
stealthy present delivery under the 
tree. I never saw Santa, but I knew 
he’d been there because a bell would 
ring, followed by the sudden appear-
ance of gifts. One year, however, “San-
ta” obviously could not find the bell 
and improvised with a fork and a 
glass. This worked brilliantly—until it 
didn’t. The festive tinkle tinkle tinkle 
turned into a dull thud, followed by 
some rather un-Santa-like swearing. 
Turns out Dad had accidently smashed 
the glass and cut his hand. That was 
the Christmas I discovered the truth: 
Santa didn’t exist. The whole family 
piled into the station wagon and off 
we went to get Dad some stitches.

Then there was the Christmas when 
our family was driving up from Flori-
da to get together for the holiday. For 
the whole 26 hour drive up to RI, (my 
dad drove slowly) he had me trying to 
guess my Christmas present, which he 
said began with the letter P. Pajamas, 
perfume, puzzle, purse, plush toy, 
poster, picture frame, paint-by-num-
bers kit, pillow, potted plant, pinball 
machine, personalized jewelry, play-
ing cards, pedometer, pogo stick, 
punching bag. pottery kit, poetry 
book, pet portrait (of my hamster,) 
pickles, personalized stationery, pen 
set for calligraphy, pop-up book, pop-
corn seasoning set, park pass to Rocky 
Point, pop-up tent, ping pong paddle, 
pom-pom maker, pencil sharpener 
shaped like a nose, pizza hat, or per-
sonalized toilet paper. It was a long 
ride up! Alas, I could not guess and 
was totally surprised when my gift 
turned out to be a phonograph! (My 
first and only record was by the Cow-
sills from Newport, “The Rain, the 

Park and Other Things.)
In my family, Christmas dinner al-

ways meant baked stuffed shrimp, 
twice-baked potatoes, and the infa-
mous green bean casserole, a culinary 
tradition Hubby and I have lovingly 
carried on. He is awesome in the 
kitchen but prefers to cook when the 
house is empty. So, we started a new 
tradition: the kids and I would escape 
and head to the movies. While he 
worked his magic at home, we were 
busy laughing ourselves silly at the 
latest comedy and devouring theater 
popcorn slathered in fake butter. (My 
kids would often sit far away from me 
as my raucous laughter would embar-
rass them.) I have such happy memo-
ries of most of our Christmases as a 
family.

I learned my lesson that first Christ-
mas with Dinora, adopted from Gua-
temala. At just 1 year old, she was al-
ready a force to be reckoned with. 
When I dressed her in an adorable red 
velvet dress and topped it off with a 
bow in her hair, she made her feelings 
crystal clear: the bow was yanked off 
and flung like a Frisbee, and she 
tugged unsuccessfully to get that dress 
off. When her attempts to free herself 

failed, she retreated behind the couch, 
sulking. She did not want her Christ-
mas presents, nor to eat Christmas 
dinner. She just sat there, stewing in 
protest against the fashion injustice 
radiating from her tiny frame. Such set 
the tone for her entire upbringing.

One Christmas, when Dinora was 5, 
I made a rookie mistake: I forgot to put 
an adorable mermaid bedspread un-
der the tree. So, while the family was 
enjoying breakfast, I stealthily snuck it 
under her bed. Then, feigning com-
plete innocence, I walked past her 
room and casually called her over to 
“discover” the surprise. I proudly 
pulled it out, raving about how cute it 
was. Dinora took one look at it and 
then burst into hysterical, inconsolable 
tears. Apparently, she was horrified at 
the idea that Santa had come into her 
bedroom while she was asleep. Santa 
had violated her privacy! He had en-
tered her ROOM! I was stunned by her 
reaction and, trying to defuse the situ-
ation, I made the fatal mistake of say-
ing, “Actually, there’s no Santa, I put it 
there.” She paused for a second, then 
burst into another round of tears. 
There was no Santa?! How could that 
be??

To this day, Dinora has never for-
given me for shattering the Santa illu-
sion, claiming that I ruined her child-
hood.

The days of having everyone under 
one roof have passed. My children 
have created their own traditions 
within their own families, each reflect-
ing the love and memories we have 
shared. It makes my heart happy to 
know that even if we are not all to-
gether in one place, the spirit of the 
season lives on in the ways they’ve 
made it their own. I can feel the pres-
ence of those I love, no matter the 
distance between us.

Memorable Christmases past
Life Matters

with 
LINDA PETERSEN

New Year’s Eve @ The Elliotte
848 Park Ave., Cranston
7:30 p.m. | 21+ | $35-$75

Probably the most swanky event going on in the Ocean State on this 
particular evening is happening at The Elliotte, which is located on the 
second floor of the Park Theatre & Event Center. The ritzy event starts 
with a table full of snacks and hors d’oeuvres for attendees to graze on, 
which will be followed by a full dinner buffet, music by the Madhatter 
Band and a champagne toast at midnight. If you’re trying to save some 
money but you still want to enjoy yourself, you can cancel out the food 
for more than half of the main ticket price. 
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notable
Quote

“It’s been proven that ‘veteran to vet-

eran’ programs work, and I want to do 

more .”

- Marine combat veteran Garry Crum 

of Cranston, who served two tours in 

Iraq and most recently spent nearly a 

year working to revive the Veterans of 

Foreign Wars Post 4651 in Cranston’s 

Knightsville section .

Locals shine 
at XC states

The Bishop Hendricken 

cross country team 

pulled off a 4-peat, 

while Pilgrim’s Keaney 

Bayha won the girls ti-

tle. See recap on 
page 22.

By JOHN HOWELL

"Landslide" is the single word Frank Picozzi used to de-

scribe his reelection Tuesday night while it was still unclear 

who would become the nation's 47th president .

According to tallies from the state Board of Elections 

Wednesday morning, Picozzi garnered 30,625 votes for 

72 .5% of the votes, An independent, whom Democrats 

sought to join their ranks, Picozzi becomes the first War-

wick mayor elected to a four-year term as the result of 

term-limit legislation approved by voters in 2022 .

Despite his popularity and scandal-free administration, 

Picozzi's bid for reelection didn't go uncontested . 

Leah Hazelwood, vice chair of the Warwick School Com-

mittee, threw her hat into the ring as the endorsed Demo-

crat, and Patrick Maloney, a former member of the School 

Committee, declared as an independent . The mix had po-

litical pundits questioning if two independents on the bal-

lot would erode Picozzi support and whether such a high-

visibility race for president would work in favor of Picozzi .  

With no Republican running for mayor, who would Trump 

voters pick?
National politics didn't appear to play a role in the may-

oral race, although party affiliation was raised as an issue 

on social media . The campaign was low key, with Hazel-

wood making appearances across the city . She emphasized 

her ability to listen to people and bring them together to 

solve problems . 

Early in her campaign, citing a lawsuit claiming sexism 

and favoritism in the city’s Water Division, Hazelwood 

chastised a culture of City Hall playing favorites . Overall, 

however, she was not critical of Picozzi other than for not 

playing harder ball with the Rhode Island Airport Corpo-

ration over provisions to minimize the impact of the south 

cargo facility under construction on the neighborhood and 

traffic . She said she would have gotten the agreement for 

noise and visual barriers and to route truck traffic to the 

Airport Connector in writing . 

In response Picozzi pointed out that the city had ob-

tained a memorandum of agreement with RIAC that was 

pivotal to federal funding of the project, Hazelwood gar-

nered 8,304 votes .

Hazelwood emphasized her strong support of schools, 

which she said are critical to the health and growth of the 

community . 
Maloney focused on the financial well-being of the city, 

saying the city could face bankruptcy given the long-term 

costs of post-employment benefits for municipal employ-

ees and debt-carrying costs of bonding, especially the 

$350-million bond for new Toll Gate and Pilgrim high 

With 73% of vote, Picozzi claims landslide

pICozzI - PAGE 4
■

By ADAM ZANGARI

Warwick’s mayoral race 

shaped up to be one of the 

most unusual in the state 

this year .
Incumbent mayor Frank 

Picozzi, an independent, 

faced two challengers this 

year – another independent, 

Patrick Maloney, and Dem-

ocratic challenger Leah Ha-

zelwood . With the unusual 

partisan makeup, predic-

tions for how the race would 

go ranged from a Picozzi 

blowout to a small Hazel-

wood victory .
Perhaps no municipality 

in the state showed the im-

portance of early voting 

more than Warwick, where 

mail ballots had already 

flipped the result of a pri-

mary . Jack Kirby won the 

Democratic nomination for 

Ward 7 by 12 votes over 

Steve Mulcahey after receiv-

ing 43 mail ballots to Mulca-

hey’s 15 .
Warwick led the way 

statewide throughout early 

voting in the general elec-

tion, with 16,397 early vot-

ers- combining for 25 .8% of 

the city’s 63,536 registered 

voters . The only other mu-

nicipalities in the state to 

reach five digits were Cran-

ston, Providence, East Prov-

idence and South Kings-

town . Of those 16,397, most- 

11,583- opted to vote early 

in-person, with the remain-

ing 4,814 casting mail bal-

lots, according to the Rhode 

Island Board of Elections .

By ADAM ZANGARI 

The school-zone and red-light cameras that were the 

subject of a budget fight earlier this year in Warwick are 

likely on track for a late winter or early spring 2025 instal-

lation throughout the city .  

Police Maj . Andy Sullivan says the city will be leasing up 

to 24 school-zone cameras from Altumint Inc ., a Maryland-

based technology company, for five years .  

Sullivan did not have an estimate of how many traffic-

light cameras the city would lease, but said the number of 

school-zone cameras would cover 12 zones . 

At each location, he said, “you need a camera for each 

direction the street is going to have, one going southbound 

and one going northbound, westbound, whatever direc-

tion that street might go . So one location would count for 

two cameras .” 
Altumint is scouting different locations as potential cam-

era sites, Sullivan said .

“There are a multitude of factors that could accelerate it 

or make it take longer for that to happen,” he said . “A lot 

of it may be beyond our control .” 

According to Sullivan, the school-zone cameras are like-

ly to be installed in one wave . Traffic-light cameras, how-

ever, may have some variations, with Altumint and police 

likely to continue making decisions on which intersections 

should have cameras at after initial installations .  

Altumint leases the cameras to the city for a fee, which, 

in other cities with such programs, has been covered en-

tirely by violators’ fines .

The lease of the cameras stirred controversy last spring 

when Mayor Frank Picozzi and the City Council disagreed 

on whether to include projected revenue from the cameras 

in the budget for Fiscal Year 2025, which ends June 30, 

2025 .
At that time, the city’s administration estimated the cam-

eras would be installed in December or January, with $1 .3 

million in expected revenue for this fiscal year . 

Sullivan said the Police Department would be satisfied 

to get the first cameras rolling a few months later . 

“We’re happy at the point we’re at right now,” Sullivan 

said . “We’re happy with the progress . We knew it was go-

ing to be a long while to be up and running, but we’re 

happy with the progress we’re making .” 

The cameras have engendered other controversies, aris-

ing in the city’s mayoral debate, where one candidate – in-

dependent Patrick Maloney Jr .–  said he was firmly against 

them, warning that they would hurt the local business 

By ADAM ZANGARI 

The effort to create a new village in Warwick is nearing 

fruition . 
The village would not be a physical creation . Rather, it 

would be a creation of the Village Common of RI, focused 

at helping Warwick’s elderly population age gracefully by 

forming communities where older residents can support 

each other and receive support from younger volunteers 

– and in both cases forge meaningful connections to com-

bat loneliness . 
The Village Common of RI already operates seven vil-

lages – Providence, Edgewood, Barrington, Burrillville, 

Westerly, Glocester and Aquidneck Island, which began 

earlier this year . Along with Warwick, there are plans for 

villages in Cumberland, Woonsocket and Jamestown, a 

Spanish-speaking Providence village and a statewide vil-

lage for elderly members of the LGBTQ+ community .  

According to Village Common Executive Director Caro-

line Dillon, Warwick is on pace to become the eighth or 

ninth village in Rhode Island, depending on Cumber-

land’s timeline . 

Thirty-one volunteers have signed up to become part of 

the village, Dillon said – 11 more than are required .

At this point, Dillon said, the group is looking for villag-

ers . 
“The next step is the recruitment of members living in 

Warwick who are in need of assistance,” Dillon said . “We 

can provide rides to doctor’s offices, to the market, phar-

macy or other errands, do shopping for the member or 

[access] any other location . We offer home help, which 

includes basic maintenance, such as replacing a battery in 

a smoke detector, changing a light bulb or removing sea-

sonal items…We all need some technology help with set-

ting up new devices and we have volunteers ready .” 

Dillon said volunteers could also help any older resi-

dents who are just feeling lonely and need someone to talk 

with . With the holidays coming up, she said, elders’ needs 

may increase, as loneliness can be dangerous for many 

older adults . 
The volunteers, Dillon said, have already completed a 

background check required for the role . Villagers them-

selves can also be volunteers – which Dillon said has hap-

pened often in Rhode Island’s other villages . 

Interested potential villagers, Dillon said, can meet with 

the organization’s membership ambassadors at their 

homes or at another location .

Police: Traffic cameras 

likely to go up by spring

Village of support for city elders taking shape

VILLagE - PAGE 4
■

CamEras - PAGE 4
■

mayor wins blowout; 

Ward 4 a squeaker

Characteristically low key, Picozzi mostly visited the polls 

solo.  Outside Warwick Veterans Middle School, many vot-

ers stopped to shake his hand or take the opportunity to 

share feedback about the city

THE PROCESS AT WORK: Voters at the Pilgrim Senior Center receive their ballots. 

poLLs - PAGE 6
■

More on Tuesday’s election inside

• Warwick and Cranston 

led the state in early 

voting .  Page 4

• Warwick at the State 

House: Hopkins flips seat; 

DeLuca, Appollonio 

headed for recount .  Page 5

• David Testa reelected; 

Sean Wiggins joins School 

Committee .  Page 5
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Nov. 8, Cranston Cares Comedy Fundraiser will be held at 
Cranston Country Club, 69 Burlingame Road, at 6 p.m. Pro-
ceeds enable turkey donations for our veterans and active mili-
tary families. Tickets are $22 pp. For tickets: cranstoncares@
gmail.com, or use the QR code on website: cranstoncares.org. Nov. 8 & 15, “Eating for Better Brain Health” Class held at 

Central Library, 140 Sockanosset Cross Road on Fri., Nov. 8, 
and Fri., Nov. 15 from 2-3 p.m. Ideas for easy recipes will be 
provided and each class will include a food demonstration of a 
simple delicious brain-healthy recipe. Free and open to the 
public. Registration is required via the events calendar at cran-
stonlibrary.org

The Cranston East and West girls soccer teams fell in their quarterfinal matchups last week. 

Sports, page 22

East, West girls fall in quarters

 
CHATTER - PAGE 12

Editor’s Note: This is the final installment of a two-part series 
examining how city policy, law enforcement and lack of political 
will have affected the city of Cranston’s growing homeless popu-
lation.

By RORY SCHULER
The homeless are dying.Businesses are begging for help from city officials.
And the Cranston’s new subcommittee on homelessness 

won’t hold its first public discussion until later this month.
The BodyLast week, police found a body near a bike path in Cran-

ston.
The middle-aged man, recently released from a nearby 

prison, died outside, on the ground. “The deceased male found yesterday near the bike path 
in Cranston was positively identified as David Rios, age 
46, formerly of Westerly,” confirmed Cranston’s police 
chief, Col. Michael J. Winquist.According to Winquist, Rios had been released from the 
ACI on Oct. 23, about a week earlier, “and was believed to 
be homeless.”

ALL IN ONE CONVENIENT LOCATION: Cranston Police Capt. Justin Dutra visits a homeless camp near the Inter-

state 295 off-ramp near the Walmart shopping plaza off Plainfield Pike. (Cranston Herald photo by Rory Schuler)

Bowing under ‘the crushing weight of hopelessness’

THE CAMPS OF CRANSTON, PART II
Encampments are spreading, people are dying and the weather’s starting to turn

CAMPS - PAGE 6

■

By BARBARA POLICHETTISpecial to the Herald
Sometimes, coming home is just the start of a soldier’s journey.There are physical, emotional and psychological adjustments, in-cluding the loneliness that comes from leaving the company of peers who were your comrades for years.Marine combat veteran Garry Crum of Cranston served two tours of duty in Iraq and knows a thing or two about the challenges of com-ing back to civilian life. “Some-times you just need to sit and talk 

with a friend who’s been there,” he said. “Sometimes you need to talk to someone who knows what it’s like to put your whole life on hold and what it’s like to try to come back from that.”That desire to help other veter-ans is one of the reasons that Crum – backed by the support of family and friends – has spent nearly a year working to revive the Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 4651 in Cran-ston’s Knightsville section.
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INSPIRING: Marine veteran Gary Crum (left) with his uncle Melvin, who he says inspired him to join 

the military. (Beacon Media photos by Barbara Polichetti)

Hopkins leads mayoral race

FAMILY AFFAIR: Flanked by his grandchildren, Crans-
ton Mayor Hopkins feeds his completed ballot into the 
ballot box at Garden City Elementary School. (Beacon 
Media photo by Barbara Polichetti)

VOTING WITH FAMILY: Cranston City Councilman and 
mayoral candidate Robert Ferri posed for a photo outside 
the polls this morning with his wife Denise and grandson 
Gabriel. (Photo courtesy Ferri Campaign Manager Mike 
Beauregard)

By RORY SCHULER
Cranston’s polls were packed.Turnout in the city was set to break records Tuesday, 

according to Cranston’s Registrar and Director of Elec-
tions Nick Lima.“Some precincts will likely hit 80% turnout,” Lima said 
around 5 p.m. Election Day. “Citywide average will prob-
ably hit 70%. If we exceed 69% it will be the highest turn-
out in modern election history — in the last century.”

Cranston’s Top RaceAs the Cranston Herald went to the presses, Cranston’s 
incumbent mayor was poised to claim victory (early bal-
lots were added to the tally, but too many mail-in ballots 
remained uncounted to call the race for certain at 9:30 
p.m.).

The 2024 mayoral race in Cranston has been a long and 
at times vicious slog.Democratic City Councilman Robert J. Ferri challenged 
incumbent Cranston Mayor Kenneth J. Hopkins, a Re-
publican, following a tumultuous Republican Primary (in 
September, Hopkins defeated challenger state Rep. Bar-
bara Ann Fenton-Fung).As the results rolled in Tuesday night, Hopkins held an 
early, but narrow lead. At 9:40 p.m., Hopkins had 18,530 
votes (or 52.9%), and Ferri had 16,379 (46.8%). 
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Nov. 8, Cranston Cares Comedy Fundraiser will be held at 
Cranston Country Club, 69 Burlingame Road, at 6 p.m. Pro-
ceeds enable turkey donations for our veterans and active mili-
tary families. Tickets are $22 pp. For tickets: cranstoncares@
gmail.com, or use the QR code on website: cranstoncares.org. Nov. 8 & 15, “Eating for Better Brain Health” Class held at 

Central Library, 140 Sockanosset Cross Road on Fri., Nov. 8, 
and Fri., Nov. 15 from 2-3 p.m. Ideas for easy recipes will be 
provided and each class will include a food demonstration of a 

The Cranston East and West girls soccer teams fell in their quarterfinal 

East, West girls fall in quarters

Editor’s Note: This is the final installment of a two-part series 
examining how city policy, law enforcement and lack of political 
will have affected the city of Cranston’s growing homeless popu-
lation.

By RORY SCHULER
The homeless are dying.Businesses are begging for help from city officials.
And the Cranston’s new subcommittee on homelessness 

won’t hold its first public discussion until later this month.
The BodyLast week, police found a body near a bike path in Cran-

ston.
The middle-aged man, recently released from a nearby 

prison, died outside, on the ground. “The deceased male found yesterday near the bike path 
in Cranston was positively identified as David Rios, age 
46, formerly of Westerly,” confirmed Cranston’s police 
chief, Col. Michael J. Winquist.According to Winquist, Rios had been released from the 
ACI on Oct. 23, about a week earlier, “and was believed to 
be homeless.”

ALL IN ONE CONVENIENT LOCATION: Cranston Police Capt. Justin Dutra visits a homeless camp near the Inter-

state 295 off-ramp near the Walmart shopping plaza off Plainfield Pike. (Cranston Herald photo by Rory Schuler)
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visibility race for president would work in favor of Picozzi

With no Republican running for mayor, who would Trump 

voters pick?
National politics didn't appear to play a role in the may-

oral race, although party affiliation was raised as an issue 

on social media . The campaign was low key, with Hazel-

wood making appearances across the city .
wood making appearances across the city .
wood making appearances across the city  She emphasized 

By ADAM ZANGARI

Warwick’s mayoral race 

shaped up to be one of the 

most unusual in the state 

this year .
Incumbent mayor Frank 

Picozzi, an independent, 

faced two challengers this 

year – another independent, 

Patrick Maloney, and Dem-

ocratic challenger Leah Ha-

zelwood . With the unusual 

partisan makeup, predic-

tions for how the race would 

go ranged from a Picozzi 

blowout to a small Hazel-

wood victory .wood victory .wood victory
Perhaps no municipality 

in the state showed the im-

portance of early voting 

more than Warwick, where 

mail ballots had already 

flipped the result of a pri-

mary .mary .mary  Jack Kirby won the 

Democratic nomination for 

Ward 7 by 12 votes over 

Steve Mulcahey after receiv-

ing 43 mail ballots to Mulca-

hey’s 15 .
Warwick led the way 

statewide throughout early 

voting in the general elec-

tion, with 16,397 early vot-

ers- combining for 25 .8% of 

the city’s 63,536 registered 

voters . The only other mu-

nicipalities in the state to 

reach five digits were Cran-

ston, Providence, East Prov-

idence and South Kings-

town . Of those 16,397, most- 

11,583- opted to vote early 

in-person, with the remain-

ing 4,814 casting mail bal-

lots, according to the Rhode 

Island Board of Elections .

By ADAM ZANGARI 

The school-zone and red-light cameras that were the 

subject of a budget fight earlier this year in Warwick are 

likely on track for a late winter or early spring 2025 instal-

lation throughout the city .
lation throughout the city .
lation throughout the city   

Police Maj . Andy Sullivan says the city will be leasing up 

to 24 school-zone cameras from Altumint Inc ., a Maryland-

based technology company, for five years .  

Sullivan did not have an estimate of how many traffic-

light cameras the city would lease, but said the number of 

school-zone cameras would cover 12 zones .

At each location, he said, “you need a camera for each 

direction the street is going to have, one going southbound 

and one going northbound, westbound, whatever direc-

tion that street might go . So one location would count for 

two cameras .” 
Altumint is scouting different locations as potential cam-

era sites, Sullivan said .

“There are a multitude of factors that could accelerate it 

or make it take longer for that to happen,” he said . “A lot 

of it may be beyond our control .” 

According to Sullivan, the school-zone cameras are like-

ly to be installed in one wave . Traffic-light cameras, how-

ever, may have some variations, with Altumint and police 

likely to continue making decisions on which intersections 

should have cameras at after initial installations .  

Altumint leases the cameras to the city for a fee, which, 

in other cities with such programs, has been covered en-

tirely by violators’ fines .

The lease of the cameras stirred controversy last spring 

when Mayor Frank Picozzi and the City Council disagreed 

on whether to include projected revenue from the cameras 

in the budget for Fiscal Year 2025, which ends June 30, 

2025 .
At that time, the city’s administration estimated the cam-

eras would be installed in December or January, with $1 .3 

million in expected revenue for this fiscal year .

Sullivan said the Police Department would be satisfied 

to get the first cameras rolling a few months later .

“We’re happy at the point we’re at right now,” Sullivan 

said . “We’re happy with the progress . We knew it was go-

ing to be a long while to be up and running, but we’re 

happy with the progress we’re making .” 

The cameras have engendered other controversies, aris-

ing in the city’s mayoral debate, where one candidate – in-

dependent Patrick Maloney Jr .–  said he was firmly against 

them, warning that they would hurt the local business 

By ADAM ZANGARI 

The effort to create a new village in Warwick is nearing 

fruition .
The village would not be a physical creation . Rather, it 

would be a creation of the Village Common of RI, focused 

at helping Warwick’s elderly population age gracefully by 

forming communities where older residents can support 

each other and receive support from younger volunteers 

– and in both cases forge meaningful connections to com-

bat loneliness .
The Village Common of RI already operates seven vil-

lages – Providence, Edgewood, Barrington, Burrillville, 

Westerly, Glocester and Aquidneck Island, which began 

earlier this year . Along with Warwick, there are plans for 

villages in Cumberland, Woonsocket and Jamestown, a 

Spanish-speaking Providence village and a statewide vil

lage for elderly members of the LGBTQ+ community

According to Village Common Executive Director Caro

line Dillon, Warwick is on pace to become the eighth or 

ninth village in Rhode Island, depending on Cumber

land’s timeline .
Thirty-one volunteers have signed up to become part of 

the village, Dillon said – 11 more than are required

At this point, Dillon said, the group is looking for villag

ers .
“The next step is the recruitment of members living in 

Warwick who are in need of assistance,” Dillon said

can provide rides to doctor’s offices, to the market, phar

macy or other errands, do shopping for the member or 

[access] any other location

includes basic maintenance, such as replacing a battery in 

Police: Traffic cameras 

likely to go up by spring

Village of support for city elders taking shapeCamEras - PAGE 4
■

mayor wins blowout; 

Ward 4 a squeaker

Characteristically low key, Picozzi mostly visited the polls 

solo.  Outside Warwick Veterans Middle School, many vot-

ers stopped to shake his hand or take the opportunity to 

share feedback about the city

THE PROCESS AT WORK:
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voting

oral race, although party affiliation was raised as an issue 

 The campaign was low key, with Hazel-

 She emphasized 

Spanish-speaking Providence village and a statewide vil

lage for elderly members of the LGBTQ+ community

According to Village Common Executive Director Caro

line Dillon, Warwick is on pace to become the eighth or 

ninth village in Rhode Island, depending on Cumber

Thirty-one volunteers have signed up to become part of 

the village, Dillon said – 11 more than are required

At this point, Dillon said, the group is looking for villag

“The next step is the recruitment of members living in 

Warwick who are in need of assistance,” Dillon said

can provide rides to doctor’s offices, to the market, phar

macy or other errands, do shopping for the member or 

[access] any other location

includes basic maintenance, such as replacing a battery in 

Village of support for city elders taking shape

ayor wins blowout; 

Ward 4 a squeaker

THE PROCESS AT WORK:

More on Tuesday’s election inside

• Warwick and Cranston 

led the state in early 

voting

Buy 1, Get 1 FREE

WARWICK
BEACON

— or —

CRANSTON
HERALD

Includes Unlimited 
Web Access

PLEASE CHECK ONE CHOICE:

� Warwick Beacon 1-Year IN-STATE Subscription — Only $44.00 Plus...A Second 1-Year IN-STATE Subscription — FREE!
� Cranston Herald 1-Year IN-STATE Subscription — Only $44.00 Plus...A Second 1-Year IN-STATE Subscription — FREE!
Name ______________________________________________________________________Tel. _______________________________

Address _________________________________________________________ City __________________________Zip ______________

� Check Attached (made out to Beacon Media RI) — Total cost for 2 one-year subscriptions: $44.00

Credit Card  � MC   � VISA   � DISCOVER # ________________________________________________________________exp. ______________ Code __________

PLEASE SEND A GIFT SUBSCRIPTION TO:

Name _______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Address _________________________________________________________ City __________________________Zip ______________

Please mail with payment to: 

Beacon Media RI | 1944 Warwick Avenue, Warwick, RI 02889 | 401-732-3100
Offer good until 12/31/2024. Free subscription valid for one year only. 

Total cost for 2 
one-year subscriptions

$44.00

’Tis the Season to 
Give the Gift of
LOCAL NEWS

One-Year SubscriptionONLY$4400
IN-STATE ONLY

“Mike I just heard that you are 
from Rhode Island?” asked the 
high-ranking executive of Viacom 
Networks (MTV, Comedy Cen-
tral, Paramount Pictures, Spike 
TV, etc., now Paramount Global) 
a few years ago at a meeting at 
their building in New York City. 
When I proudly answered yes, he 
immediately asked, “Do you 
know Jimmy Burchfield”?

For those of you wondering 
what in the world does an execu-
tive at Paramount Global (I was 
working on a proposed hotel/en-
tertainment project in Dubai with 
them) have in common with Jim-
my Burchfield, at the time the 
global media powerhouse-owned 
Bellator MMA (Mixed Martial 
Arts).

Combat sports enthusiasts from 
all over the world know Jimmy 
Burchfield, and if they’ve ever set 
foot in our beautiful state, chanc-
es are they also had dinner at his 
gone but not forgotten iconic res-
taurant – The Classic Restaurant 
and Lounge in North Providence. 

Jimmy grew up in North Provi-
dence, the son of Anna (Antigna-
no) and Roy Burchfield, who was 
a successful businessman, pri-
marily in the automobile indus-
try. Jimmy proudly boasts of his 
dad’s close relationship with the 
late Bob Tasca, Sr., where Roy 
served as Tasca’s general manag-
er for many years.

  After attending North Provi-
dence schools, Jimmy got his first 
“real job” under the tutelage of 
Clarence Coutu at the former 
Coutu Lumber Yard in West War-
wick. He also immersed himself 
in the local community, playing 
semi-fast pitch softball, which 
was then almost a religion in the 
Pawtuxet Valley.  It comes as no 
surprise that Jimmy’s skills on the 
diamond earned him the MVP 
award a couple times during his 
career. 

During his tenure at the Coutu 
Lumber Yard, Jimmy learned all 
aspects of home building and ren-
ovations, but most importantly he 
learned about business. While he 
recalls the work as challenging, in 
retrospect it was also rewarding.

His first job was unloading 
freight cars. He quickly realized 

that he could unload a car faster 
than the way he was taught, so he 
invented ways to unload faster 
and more efficiently, which 
caught the attention of Clarence, 
eventually moving up the ranks 
to general manager.

He had to be doing something 
right, because Clarence took his 
first vacation in over 20 years – 
knowing that the ship was in 
good hands.

Jimmy’s mentor
 
Jimmy explained “Clarence 

was my mentor. Whatever suc-
cess I have in life, I attribute it to 
Clarence Coutu. He was tough to 
work for, but fair. I loved and re-
spected him immensely.”

During his tenure at the lumber 
yard, Clarence recommended 
Jimmy take the then-famous Dale 
Carnegie public speaking course. 
Jimmy joked “I couldn’t get up in 
front of two people before I took 
the course.”

Around this time, Jimmy also 
began his journey into the food 
and beverage industry when an 
opportunity presented itself at a 
men’s bar called Artie’s Tap and 
Grill, located on Charles Street in 
North Providence. Just like most 
adults from the neighborhood, 
Jimmy recalls Arties’s Tap as “the 
first place that I ever had a drink.” 

When the owner of Artie’s took 
ill, his wife called Jimmy and 
said, “I need your help.” She 
wanted to keep the pub going, 
per her husband’s wishes, but felt 
she could not do it alone.

Jimmy came to her aid. He put 
together a plan where he would 
tend bar at night after working all 
day at the lumber yard. 

Eventually, the owner’s wife 
needed to sell the building and 
business, and Jimmy was faced 
with a critical decision: “should I 
stay at the lumber yard or go all 
in on this opportunity?” 

Never one to shy away from a 
challenge, and with Clarence’s 
blessing, Jimmy decided to put 
his full effort and savings into 
Artie’s. He recalls putting togeth-
er a food menu and staff, turning 
the once local men’s bar into a 
family-style Italian restaurant. 

“I brought my mother, mother-
in-law and wife into the kitchen 
at first. As the restaurant got bus-
ier month after month, Jimmy 
chose to expand. 

With his background in con-
struction, he did the impossible – 
he rebuilt the restaurant in four 
and a half days with crews work-
ing around the clock. The family-
style Italian restaurant reopened 
with the pomp and flair of Las 
Vegas dining. 

You would regularly see politi-
cians, business leaders, sports he-
roes including Muhammad Ali, 

Sugar Ray Leonard and Dan Ma-
rino, as well as your neighbors 
from down the street. “The Clas-
sic,” as everyone knew it, was the 
place to be. If you could get a 
reservation!

To this day, people still talk 
about “The Classic” and the fond 
memories they shared.

 What was his secret?
 “I love to make people happy. I 

had a “manager’s book” that had 
details on all of my customers – 
their birthdays, how many ice 
cubes they liked in their drink, 
how they liked their garlic bread 
toasted.”

 Soon after, Jimmy also turned 
his attention to his favorite sport 
– boxing.

He began as a local judge, as-
signed matches throughout 
Rhode Island and neighboring 
New England states.

Once comfortable in his new 
avocation, he decided to put him-
self in a position to judge interna-
tional fights, because at first, he 
“always wanted to go to Italy, 
where my ancestors were born.” 

From judge to promoter

  While judging fights all over 
the world, Jimmy began 
witnessing events being 
promoted by some of the biggest 
boxing promoters at the time. 
While at one of these events, Jim-
my thought to himself, “I can do 
a better job than these guys!”. So, 
he relinquished his position as 
judge to become a promoter. 

His first boxing event was at 
Rocky Point Palladium   He ex-
plained “I lost $28,000. I won-
dered if I could get my judgeship 
back!” 

After 32 years in the combat 
sports business, promoting fights 
across the globe, Jimmy is justifi-
ably known as a leader in the in-
dustry, proudly displaying the 
CES banner ringside and ring-
side. When asked the key to this 
success, Jimmy mentions a famil-
iar theme: “These athletes are 
part of my family. I care about 
them like a son or daughter.”

  Just ask boxing legend, Sugar 
Ray Leonard, who put it all in 
perspective. He said, “Jimmy has 
an emotional bond with his fight-
ers that transcends outside the 
ring. If wrong has been done to 
one of his fighters, Jimmy goes 
ballistic, as if it happened to his 
own son!”

Though the challenges are 
greater now, particularly working 
with the television networks that 
have their own ideas as to how to 
run things, the CES banner has 
expanded to Boxing, MMA 
(mixed martial arts) and grap-
pling. 

Jimmy said, “MMA is one of 
the fastest growing sports in the 
world. It’s something that was 
different, with a much younger 
demographic. Grappling is also 
an expanding sport with a di-
verse fan base.

“We have the best team in com-
bat sports,” he said. “That is what 
makes this all possible.” 

Recently, Mauricio Sulaiman, 
President of the World Boxing 
Council, presented Jimmy with 
the “Lifetime Achievement 
Award” and commemorative 
Green Belt for his “longevity, suc-
cess and passion” for the sport. 

Mauricio said at the ceremony, 
“We are honored to present the 
WBC Green and Gold belt to “Un-
cle Jimmy,” as he is a champion of 
life and has dedicated so many 
years to change the lives of many 
fighters through his relentless 
will to promote the sport. He is an 
inspiration to many by living a 
meaningful, successful life.” 

Other honors Jimmy is proud 
of include being honored twice as 
NABF (North American Boxing 
Federation) Promoter of the Year, 
induction into the Connecticut 
Boxing Hall of Fame, the Italian 
American Hall of Fame, and the 
prestigious Rhode Island Heri-
tage Hall of Fame. 

Putting aside all the profession-
al accolades, Jimmy is most proud 
of his charitable contributions, 
raising over $3 million over the 
years.

You don’t have to go that far 
back in time to remember the 
“Classic Road Race” that in-
volved thousands of people, 
bands, food, good times and na-
tional exposure for the state of 
Rhode Island.

Over 300 volunteers would 
help Jimmy organize what he de-
scribed as “one of the great joys of 
my life.”

With all of his success, I asked 
Jimmy what’s the next chapter in 
his life. Without hesitation, he 
proudly answered, “I want to see 
all of my grandchildren graduate 
from college, and I want to con-
tinue being the best promotional 
company in combat sports.” 

And while he remains very ac-
tive in day-to-day operations of 
CES, Jimmy has begun to lean on 
his son, Jimmy Jr., a prominent 
Rhode Island lawyer who is now 
the president of Classic Entertain-
ment & Sports Inc. 

Asked about his dad, Jimmy 
Burchfield Jr. said, “The contro-
versial storyteller Joseph Epstein 
once said, “we do not choose to 
be born. We do not choose our 
parents … but within this realm 
of choice-lessness, we do choose 
how we live.”

“There is no doubt Jimmy Sr. 
chooses how to live. Instinctively 
fighting for what he believes in, 
never allowing obstacles to get in 
the way, while not forgetting his 
humble roots.”

He continued, “Several months 
ago, while having a family din-
ner, the general manager of the 
restaurant came over and told me 
what an inspiration my father 
was. I thought to myself, how 
fortunate I am to have experi-
enced such inspiration my whole 
life that is now the norm.”

Jimmy Burchfield loves to make people happy

Jimmy Burchfield Jr.,  
Jimmy Burchfield Sr. and  
Zack Levesque, son of  
Mike Levesque and  
CES ring announcer, at  
Vanda Cucina in Apponaug. 
(Submitted photos)

An old photo of Burchfield  
with Vinnie Pazienza  
in the ring post fight.

Meeting
with Mike

by 
J. Michael 
Levesque
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Trinity Repertory Company “Someone 
Will Remember Us” by Deborah Salem 
Smith and Charlie Thurston, and co-creat-
ed by Dr. Michelle Cruz, Smith, and Thur-
ston. Directed by Christopher Windom, 
this production tells the powerful, real-life 
stories of local Iraq War veterans, resettled 
refugee, and their families. 

“This show is incredibly necessary right 
now because it is about how people have a 
remarkable ability to come together after 
conflict,” the Laura H. Harris Artistic Di-
rector Curt Columbus said. “It shows us 
that no matter what side of a conflict some-
one is on, people face the same struggles 
and consequences. It shows Rhode Island-

ers and their stories from a global perspec-
tive and gives us hope for the future.” 

In 2006, Trinity Rep told the true, poi-
gnant stories of Rhode Islanders deployed 
in Iraq with the play “Boots on the 
Ground.” Nearly 20 years later, how does 
this legacy live on… and what have we 
forgotten? “Someone Will Remember Us” 
interlaces the real-life testimonies of U.S. 
military veterans, a Gold Star family, Iraqi 
civilians, and refugees living in Rhode Is-
land. As conflict wages on multiple fronts 
around the world, this production paints a 
moving portrait of the innumerable tolls of 
war, and how we find connection through-
out. 

“Someone Will Remember Us” and 
“Boots on the Ground” playwright Debo-
rah Salem Smith said, “When we did ‘Boots 
on the Ground’ soon after the US invaded 
Iraq, everything about the war felt sudden, 
changing individuals, families, and entire 
communities. Two decades later, we still 
have troops in Iraq. Those touched by the 
war are still coming to terms with the pro-
found impact it has on their lives and the 
lives of others. I am struck by the fact that 
although there are heartbreaking moments 
in these stories, there is also humor, sweet-
ness, and hope. It has been such an honor 
to meet so many incredible people, both for 
the original project, and now many years 

later for this new play.”  
“Someone Will Remember Us” contin-

ues Trinity Rep’s longstanding tradition of 
community partnerships. Operation Stand 
Down Rhode Island, a nonprofit dedicated 
to serving veterans in need; and Refugee 
Dream Center, a post-resettlement agency 
serving refugees from all over the world 
who have since made Rhode Island their 
home, are two such partners that Trinity 
Rep will uplift during the run. 

“Someone Will Remember Us” runs Jan. 
23 - Feb. 23, 2025. Tickets are available at 
trinityrep.com/remember, by calling (401) 
351-4242, or in person at the Ticket Office 
at 201 Washington St., Providence.

Trinity Rep presents Someone Will Remember Us 
Docu-drama inspired by local stories runs Jan. 23 – Feb. 23

Will Remember Us” by Deborah Salem 
Smith and Charlie Thurston, and co-creat-
ed by Dr. Michelle Cruz, Smith, and Thur-
ston. Directed by Christopher Windom, 
this production tells the powerful, real-life 
stories of local Iraq War veterans, resettled 
refugee, and their families. 

now because it is about how people have a 
remarkable ability to come together after 
conflict,” the Laura H. Harris Artistic Di-
rector Curt Columbus said. “It shows us 
that no matter what side of a conflict some-
one is on, people face the same struggles 

By ROBERT DUGUAY

For the past couple of years, Scott Corneau has been giving the music scene around 
Rhode Island a fresh jolt of rhythmic electronica. In a time where the sonic creativity 
around the area is multi-stylistic with different genres being fused together, there’s been 
a lack of synth-driven instrumental music that’s meant to either make people dance or 
put them in a trance. With Blacklight Beat Patrol, Corneau has been filling this void with 
really cool beats and inventive aesthetics. His latest installment of this project is “Meet 
The Blacklight Beat Patrol,” which is a full-length release that’s due out officially on Dec. 
27. There’s more of a narrative within the tracks than before, which goes along with the 
introductory tone that the album title relays. 

The new record is a follow up to a different album Corneau unveiled back in July as 
the result of fleshed out ideas that initially popped up during the previous songwriting 
process. These songs coming to fruition was relatively fluid due to the fact that he al-
ready had the initial conceptions. 

“‘Meet the Blacklight Beat Patrol’ is, in many ways, an extension of ‘Whispers from 
the Void,’ which I released earlier this year,” Corneau says about the album. “While 
working on the previous album, I had tracks that didn’t quite align with its overall vibe. 
Initially, I felt compelled to release them as singles, driven by the industry’s relentless 
pursuit of quantity over quality. However, over time, I realized that these ‘misfit’ songs 
were better suited for a larger project. That’s how this album came together, seamlessly 
blending those songs with new ones that shared a common auditory thread.”

“Most of my songs lack a specific narrative and I’ve always believed that instrumen-
tals are more engaging because they allow listeners to create their own interpretations,” 
he adds. “Nevertheless, a few tracks on this album were influenced by specific ideas. 
‘Fun with Ray Guns’ is a tribute to Rachael ‘Raygun’ Gunn from the Australian Olym-
pic Breakdancing Team. I was inspired by her unwavering embrace of her unique style 
despite criticism, so I crafted a quirky, disjointed, yet enjoyable piece that reflected that. 
Then there’s ‘Project Shellback,’ a tribute to Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles, which cap-
tures the energy and spirit of the characters I grew up adoring.”

Along with those two songs, other highlights include “Ten Paces,” “Inversion Prin-
cipal,” “Letter E On Repeat” and “Speedrunning.” It also should be mentioned that 
Corneau had the North Macedonian audio engineer Tijan J. Wise take on the master-
ing duties for the album. 

“Each track on this album takes shape differently,” he mentions. “It might begin 
with a bassline, a beat, or a melody, and from there, it’s like piecing together various 
components of a puzzle. It’s not about a single, overarching concept; it’s about finding 
the perfect fit and allowing the music to narrate its own story.”

To give “Meet The Blacklight Beat Patrol” a listen when it’s released and perhaps 
even make a purchase, log onto blacklightbeatpatrol.bandcamp.com. For more info 
on Corneau and his electronic music project, check out blacklightbeatpatrol.com. 

Blacklight Beat Patrol gets properly introduced 
with a new electronically amplifi ed album

For the past couple of years, Scott Corneau has been giving the music scene around 
Rhode Island a fresh jolt of rhythmic electronica. In a time where the sonic creativity 
around the area is multi-stylistic with different genres being fused together, there’s been 
a lack of synth-driven instrumental music that’s meant to either make people dance or 
put them in a trance. With Blacklight Beat Patrol, Corneau has been filling this void with 
really cool beats and inventive aesthetics. His latest installment of this project is “Meet 
The Blacklight Beat Patrol,” which is a full-length release that’s due out officially on Dec. 
27. There’s more of a narrative within the tracks than before, which goes along with the 

The new record is a follow up to a different album Corneau unveiled back in July as 
the result of fleshed out ideas that initially popped up during the previous songwriting 
process. These songs coming to fruition was relatively fluid due to the fact that he al-

“‘Meet the Blacklight Beat Patrol’ is, in many ways, an extension of ‘Whispers from 
the Void,’ which I released earlier this year,” Corneau says about the album. “While 

SCOTT CORNEAU
(Submitted photoo)
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PAID ADVERTISEMENT

LOCAL BUSINESS
SPOTLIGHT

Good Food
Moderate Prices

Orders tO GO

delivery day & Night

738-9861
2318 West Shore Rd.

Warwick, RI
sunday-thursday 11am-10:30pm
Friday & saturday 11am-11:30pm

• Automobiles & Light Trucks • Towing Available
• Foreign & Domestic • Free Road Tests & Estimates
• Expert Clutch Service • Complete Drive Line Service

67 Tiogue Avenue, Rte. 3, West Warwick
Hours: Mon. - Fri. 8 a.m. - 6 p.m.

If you think you have a problem, don’t hesitate to call

826-2800

Quaker Transmissions
Family Owned & Operated Since 1961

Transmission  Problems Are Not A Problem!

By JENNIFER COATES

When you have been in business for over thirty-three 
years, you know what it means to have “staying power”. You 
know that shoddy workmanship, poor customer service, 
and a general lack of professionalism just don’t cut it in the 
competitive world of auto repair work. You know it takes 
honesty, integrity, knowledge, experience, expediency, 
reliability, hard work, and a commitment to excellence in 
order to survive.
These are the very attributes that have been associated 

with Rob George and his crew at Quaker Transmissions, a 
repair shop in West Warwick that has withstood the test of 
time and history since it first opened in 1990. Rob George, 
the owner of Quaker Transmissions, is known for his 
technical expertise as well as the loyalty he has shown his 
customers for over three decades. With all the other repair 
shops on the map, these qualities matter.
It is not uncommon to hear glowing reviews about the 

work here from new and former customers, including 
this comment from Paul R.: “I would like to express my 
appreciation for the job well done on my transmission. 
I appreciate your professionalism and high standard 
of work in this industry. If I ever know someone who 
needs transmission work done, I will be sure to give my 
highest recommendation to all the employees at Quaker 
Transmissions.”
Rob also regularly receives “five-star reviews” for their 

work. Rob T. writes: “Quaker Transmissions rebuilt the dying 
transmission in my new/used Suburban. The result was 
a better-than-new, internally upgraded transmission that 
functions flawlessly. Very satisfied customer!”
When you are looking for honest, knowledgeable service 

for your vehicle, specializing in transmission, clutch, and 

drive train repair, Quaker Transmissions should be your 
first call. Rob and his talented team of technicians will 
tackle most any job on most any vehicle, from your vintage 
automobiles to the high-tech vehicles on the market today. 
They handle all automatic and manual transmissions and 
provide the ever-important preventive maintenance work to 
extend the life of your transmission. Quaker Transmissions 
offers free road tests and estimates on most cars (a minimal 
labor cost is involved if the transmission must be removed 
from the vehicle). They also welcome extended warrantees, 
handle fleet maintenance accounts, and are available for 
towing.
Many who need the vital upkeep and repairs on their 

transmissions often postpone the necessary work on 
their vehicles because of the perceived expense. Quaker 
Transmissions offers financing. Do not wait until you are 
facing a crisis. Call and speak with office manager Barbara 
George to explore your options.
The crew here are all licensed and insured, and marine 

transmission services are provided as well! Drop-off for 
cars and free phone estimates are available.
Quaker Transmissions is located at 67 Tiogue Avenue, Route 

3, in West Warwick. Hours are Monday to Friday, 8:00a.m.- 
5:00p.m., closed on Saturdays. Quaker Transmissions can 
be reached at 401-826-2800. To learn more, visit their 
informative website at www.quakertransmissions.com.

Quaker Transmissions
Sending best wishes for 2025

This has been a familiar sight on Tiogue Avenue in West Warwick for generations. If you have troublesome 
care problems this winter, or just want to prevent future ones, visit Quaker Transmissions or call them today 
at 401-826-2800.

The Travel Connection
Honeymoon and Destination Specialists

1265R Post Road • Warwick, RI 02888
(401) 946-6010

Susan Rezendes — Owner/Travel Consultant

AFTER YOU SET THE DATE
The Travel Connection

can help you plan the honeymoon
We are a full-service travel agency with honeymoon and 

destination specialists available to help you plan the 
honeymoon of your dreams.

www.travelconnectionri.com

Now LocatedIn Warwick

1638 Warwick Ave., Warwick

737-4917
Custom WindoW treAtments

FREE in-Home Consultation • FREE installation
Guaranteed Best Price
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West Shore Wellness
Relax and Renew

Massage Therapy, Breathwork,
Yoga Classes, Ladies Workout,

Spa Treatments
401-450-4172

459 Sandy Lane (next to market)
www.WestShoreWellness.com

CHINESE RESTAURANT
Finest Chinese Cuisine

Cantonese • Szechuan • Hunan
Exotic Drinks — Take Out Orders
2470 West Shore Rd., Warwick, RI

738-2238 • 738-2239
www.hanpalacechineserestaurant.com

Convenient to US Hwy 6 and I-295 in Johnston, RI
54 Old Pocasset Road | briarclifferi.com

CALL 401.944.2450
TO SCHEDULE A
PERSONAL TOUR

THE PRESERVE AT BRIARCLIFFE
Supportive Independent and Assisted Living David’s 

Greenwood
BarBer Shop

Specializing in
Men’s & Boys’ Haircutting

2879 post road, Warwick

738-7790

Review by DON FOWLER

You can have your Christmas movies and holiday TV specials.
It takes a joyous production of “The Nutcracker” to get me in the 

Christmas spirit, and Ballet RI’s  2024 production has it all.
From the music of Tchaikovsky to the international dancers to the 

local dance school students to the innovative costumes and sets, this 
year’s annual Christmas gift is one that every mother’s child from five 
to one hundred should see.

Director Kathleen Breen Combes has the monumental task of work-
ing with two adult cast members and dozens of children to create a 
magical couple of hours that will relieve your holiday stress and make 
you a believer of all that is right with the world.

Giant pandas dance up a storm. Flamenco dancers, Russian dancers 
and Chinese dragons entertain, a magician makes the Nucracker come 
alive, sugar plum fairies and ballerina dancers perform, along with the 
snow queen and king.

The production literally involves hundreds of people on stage be-
hind the scenes. How it all comes together is itself a Christmas miracle.

Artistic Curator and Resident Choreographer Yury Yanosky supple-
ments professional company dancers with apprentices, junior appren-
tices and trainees to fill the stage with beautiful choreography.

This Nutcracker will put you in the holiday spirit. It is at the Vets 
through December 29. Don’t miss it.

Ballet RI’s joyous ‘Nutcracker’ at Vets

Ballet RI’s production of “The Nutcracker” is at Veterans Memorial Auditorium, 1 Avenue of the Arts, 
Providence through December 29. (Photo courtesy of thevetsri.com)
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Sports
SPORTS YEAR IN REVIEW
Looking back 
at some of the 
best stories, 
athletes of 2024

HAWKS - PAGE 22■

By ALEX SPONSELLER

The cities of Warwick and Cranston 
had another big year in sports in 2024. 
There were many notable stories that 
captured headlines throughout not 
only the town, but throughout the 
state and in some cases, the world. 
Here is a look at what happened this 
past year:

CRANSTON
Kicking off the 2024 year for Crans-

ton was West senior Quiana Pezza, 
who led the Falcons in indoor track 
when she took home the state champi-
onship in the long jump. 

Perhaps the biggest story in Crans-
ton in 2024 was the massive success of 
its softball scene. 

The Cranston East Bolts were the 
best team in Division III from start to 
finish and made it look easy in the 
playoffs, as they beat Pawtucket 10-1 
in the finals to claim their first softball 
title in school history.

Then, of course, were the CLCF-
CWLL Gals, who made national head-
lines as they mercied Tiverton 12-0 to 
win the state championship, then 
cruised through the regional tourna-
ment to qualify for the World Series. 
The team went 1-2 in Greenville, NC, 
and will be remembered as one of the 
top youth sports teams the city has 
ever seen.

The CLCF-CWLL 10’s also won 
their state title and qualified for re-
gionals, as the Cranston Western 
baseball 11 year olds won their state 
championship and qualified for re-
gionals. 

Youth sports continued to dominate 
the headlines in the fall season, as the 
CLCF 14-U cheerleading team 
reached nationals after winning state 
and regional titles. The team put on a 
show in Florida, taking second place 
overall to cement its place as one of 
the premier youth cheer teams in the 
country.

The CLCF 13-U football team also 
won its state championship and would 
reach the regional final, where it fell to 
Springfield, Mass. in a tight 6-0 deci-
sion. 

WARWICK
The Toll Gate girls basketball team 

made history when it won the Divi-
sion III state championship, which 
was the program’s first title in over 40 
years. Adeline Areson was named All-
Division and put on an epic fourth 

REVIEW - PAGE 20■

FROM STAFF REPORTS

The La Salle Academy hockey team rolled past defend-
ing champion Bishop Hendricken 4-1 on Saturday night at 
Thayer Arena in Warwick.

The Hawks and Rams are once again expected to be in 
the championship mix despite graduating large senior 
cores, and the Rams were the ones to make the early season 
statement by picking up the lopsided decision on the road. 

La Salle mounted a 3-0 advantage, but Frank Tillinghast 
would find the back on the net late in the second period to 
get the Hawks on the board. The Rams, though, would 
control the third period and add one final score.

Smithfield 5, Pilgrim 4
The Pats dropped a heartbreaking loss to Smithfield last 

week, as the Sentinels got the game-winner late in the third 
to wrap up the victory.

Chase DeGregorio, Jackson Monte and Jack Sayler all 
scored for Pilgrim in the loss.

EG/Toll Gate 8, West Warwick/EWG 4
The Titans rolled past visiting West Warwick last week to 

stay hot in Division II. Brady Parks finished the day with 
three goals while Austen Dufresne scored two. Garrett 
Carney, John Kiernan and Joseph Andreozzi all scored in 
the win as well.

GIRLS BASKETBALL
La Salle 55, Cranston West 40

The Rams got the better of the Falcons in this DI show-
down.

Talya Walker led the Falcons with 13 points while Kyla 

Roundup: Rams 
skate past Hawks 
in early DI battle

RIVALS: Hendricken’s Frank Tillinghast chases down the puck. (Photos by Leo van Dijk/rhodyphoto.zenfolio.com)

MAKING HEADLINES: 
The CLCF-CWLL 12 year 
old softball team celebrates 
in this past summer’s Little 
League World Series in 
Greenville, NC (above). The 
Toll Gate girls basketball 
team after winning its first 
state championship since 
1983 (at left).
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Sponsor the
Crossword Puzzle!

PLACE YOUR AD  HERE

Only $50.00/wk.
5.19” x 3” • 4 Week Minimum
(FREE Color If Available)

Call 401.732.3100

CLUES ACROSS
 1. Central processing unit
 4. Taxi
 7. Body part
 8. Papal court
 10. Young women making 

their public debuts
 12. Metal shackles
 13. Joseph’s wife
 14. Licensed professional
 16. Partner to cheese
 17. Mild fruits
 19. File format
 20. Province of Indonesia
 21. Beloved grilled foods
 25. Bar bill
 26. Don’t know when yet
 27. Whale ship captain
 29. Touches softly
 30. Mock
	31.	Red-brown	Pacific	sea	

bream
 32. Summer entertainment 

options
 39. Protective crust
 41. Cool!

 42. Behave in a way that 
belittles

 43. Denial
 44. A place to sleep
 45. Electronic counter-

countermeasures
 46. Intestinal pouches
 48. SE Asia family of 

languages
 49. Sound
 50. Select
 51. Give the impression of 

dishonesty
 52. Witness
 
 CLUES DOWN
 1. Of cadmium
 2. Deliver a sermon
 3. Inner regions of a shadow
 4. Aggressive dog
 5. Smells
 6. Twofold
 8. Former OSS
 9. Computer language
 11. Indian groom
 14. Automobile

 15. Hairstyle
 18. Atomic #76
 19. Guy (slang)
 20. Ladies’ undergarments
 22. Furniture with open 

shelves
 23. Back-arc basin
	24.	Partner	to	flow
 27. A type of horse
 28. Possesses
 29. Split pulses
 31. Small amount
 32. Flat-bottomed riverboat
 33. Not good
 34. Atomic #31
 35. Assist in committing a 

crime
 36. Chauvinists
 37. Get away
 38. One of a people who 

speaks a Semitic language
 39. Civil rights college 

organization
 40. Combustible dark rocks
 44. Grocery container
 47. Central nervous system

The Don Rodrigues Karate Academy of Warwick held 
their annual “Toys for Kids” Interschool tournament ear-
lier this month. Students competed and their entry fee was 
an unwrapped toy. The school collected a few hundred 
toys for local kids in need this Christmas.

The Academy also had a food drive the entire month of 
November and delivered the food to the Pilgrim Senior 
Center in Warwick.  They will use the food for Christmas 
baskets.

The FOP asked the Don Rodrigues Karate Academy to 
collect new or gently used coats for kids. The DRKA col-
lected 66 winter coats for kids in need! (Submitted photos)

DRKA gives back 
this holiday season

quarter performance to lift the Titans to the 
win.

Player of the Year Griffin Crain led the 
Bishop Hendricken hockey team to its 
fourth straight championship, while the 
Hendricken swim team also got the job 
done after coming up short the previous 
season. The Warwick co-op gymnastics 
team won its second state championship 
in three years as Riley Bromage finished 
second and Madison Long third in the all-
around category.

Three female wrestlers took home indi-
vidual state championships as Pilgrim’s 
Allison Patten won the 100-pound title and 
Toll Gate’s Angel Bui took first at 114 
pounds. Toll Gate’s Victoria Salinas took 
first at 145 pounds.

Putting a bow on the winter high school 
season was Toll Gate’s Alison Pankowicz, 
who won her first-ever title when she took 
first in the 1,000 meter run. 

Hendricken was well-represented again 
in the spring and the baseball team cap-
tured the state championship. Once again, 
Crain put on a show by getting the game-
winning hit in the first game of the series 
then picking up the victory on the mound 
in the second game as the Hawks pulled off 
the sweep over South Kingstown. 

Warwick saw a handful of locals win 
outdoor track and field state titles, led by 
Pilgrim’s Brandon Wolfenden, who won 
the shot put championship. Carson Dean 
won the pole vault for Hendricken while 
Markus Sukkar finished first in the discus 
throw for the Hawks. Teammate Matt Gi-
uliano finished first in the hammer throw. 
Hendricken’s Damon Buchanan finished 
first in the javelin. 

Hendricken alumni were honored in the 
spring and summer as the school retired 
Kwity Paye’s number in the gym as he is 
enjoying life in the NFL.

Next up was Joe Mazzulla leading the 
Boston Celtics to their NBA record 18th 
championship when they beat the Dallas 
Mavericks in the finals back in June. Maz-
zulla became the youngest coach in nearly 
six decades to win an NBA title after guid-
ing the Celtics throughout a dominant 
regular season and postseason run. 

Mazzulla would then go on a tour in the 
summer, making stops at the Rhode Island 
State House, Johnston Town Hall and his 
alma mater Bishop Hendricken. 

It was a busy fall season to close out the 
year.

Headlining the season was Pilgrim’s Ke-
aney Bayha, who won the cross country 
state championship and was the first War-
wick public school runner to ever do it. Her 
brother, Kingston, took first place in the 
boys middle school championship for Vets 
as well. The Hawks cruised to the team win 
up at Ponaganset.

The Hendricken football team topped 
La Salle in an epic football state champion-
ship clash, led by another huge perfor-
mance by running back Jeremy Seidi. The 
final Warwick team to win a championship 
was the Hendricken soccer team, which 
beat La Salle in penalty kicks to claim its 
first title since 1996.

The last big event to take place in War-
wick was the annual Thanksgiving War-
wick Beacon Bowl between Pilgrim and 
Toll Gate. The Pats rolled to the lopsided 
win to extend their Thanksgiving streak 
while also celebrating one final victory on 
historic Morry Field, which will be closed 
down as the new high school is set to break 
ground in 2025. 

BACK HOME: Rhode Island native and Boston Celtics coach Joe Mazzulla visits the 
state house. (File photo by Alex Sponseller)

■ Review
(Continued from page 19)
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This Week’s
Featured Business...

Business Card
DIRECTORY

Advertise in the Warwick Beacon’s
Business Card
DIRECTORY

for only
$18 per week

(12 week commitment)

Add the Cranston Herald or Johnston SunRise 
for an additional $9 per week.

Call 732-3100

781-8434 ANTIQUES RESTORED

V. Mignanelli & Son
FURNITURE

 • REPAIRED
  • REFINISHED
   • UPHOLSTERED

EST. SINCE 1940

418 MAPLE STREET, WARWICK, RI  02888
vmignanelli.com

401-736-0600

INDUSTRIAL • COMMERCIAL
DESIGN/BUILD

SHERIDAN
ELECTRIC
ELECTRICAL  CONTRACTING

401-732-4515
JASON IRONS

RI  LICENSE  #AC4920

ZAWADZKI
PLUMBING & HEATING Inc.

“Service that Satisfi es”
Complete Plumbing Service
Residential & Commercial
New & Remodeling Work

Gas & Oil Boilers Installed • Sewer Rooter Service
Gas & Electric Hot Water Heaters

739-9437
Pipe Fitters Master 1 #6511 834 West Shore Rd.
MP #01695 Warwick, RI  02889

By CAPT. DAVE MONTI

It is easy to provide an over-
view of fishing for the past year 
and used to be fairly easy to 
forecast what fishing might be 
like in the following year. But 
today, providing a forecast for 
the future is more difficult due 
to climate impacts on the water 
and fish. And, we are now start-
ing to suffer the consequences 
for enhanced carbon and other 
greenhouse gases in our air and 
water.

To forecast what fishing might 
be like in the new year I would 
look at historical results, trends, 
fishing forecasts from industry 
experts, scientists and fish man-
agers. I would then be able to 
take a shot at developing a fore-
cast as to what might happen in 
the recreational fishing world in 
the following year.

However, for the past few 
years it has been more difficult 
to predict what will happen due 
to changing water conditions, 
habitat and available fish. In 
past years I would integrate 
what we were seeing on the wa-
ter due to some of these impacts, 
but here is the catch.  Not only 
are changes happening exponen-
tially, but we are now starting to 
experience the consequences of 
the climate impacts we have 
seen on the water.

Impacts such as cold water 
fish like winter flounder and 
American lobster leaving our 
area and warm water fish arriv-
ing like black sea bass, abundant 
scup, and summer flounder 
moving further north. And, then 
there is the arrival of more exotic 
warm water fish like mahi, co-
bia, more tuna, wahoo and now 
this year tarpon was caught off 
Rhode Island and Cape Cod 
beaches.

These and other changes are 
now happening faster than ever 
before with robust and abundant 
bait profiles attracting larger an-
imals closer to shore than we 
have seen in recent years like 
whales, sharks of all types, dol-
phins and tuna in big numbers.

Our failure to reduce carbon 
and other greenhouse gases has 
caused ocean sea level rise, 
warming water, acidification 
and other impacts. The conse-
quences of these impacts are 
starting to pile up and will con-
tinue to do so as climate impacts 
grow exponentially.

Consequences such as en-
hanced whale strikes and entan-
glements, shark depredation 
(sharks eating an angler’s catch 
before they land the fish), and  
fish leaving our area as water 
warms to the point that we may 
not have much to fish in the fu-
ture. 

Other consequences we are 
now seeing include lower levels 
of striped bass, summer floun-
der and bluefish that could in 

part be attributed to climate im-
pacts that change the food sup-
ply and have been proven to 
lower the spawning productivi-
ty of fish.  

We also have not kept up with 
climate research to know where 
these fish are and how climate is 
impacting not only spawning 
productivity but find out if 
where they spawn is changing 
too, so we can plan to protect 
them.

With reduced fish to catch we 
are starting to see an erosion of 
recreational fishing, state by 
state and in Federal waters. 
These negative consequences to 
fishing have and will continue to 
create devastating impacts on 
our fishing economy locally, in 
our state and in the nation.  

Billions of dollars have and 
will be lost. We are now paying 
the price for our inability to ad-
dress the amount of carbon and 
other greenhouse gases we are 
producing.

So, when we look at a forecast 
on recreational fishing for 2025, 
all should know that all is not 
well on the water as we pay the 
price for our inability to reduce 
carbon and other greenhouse 
gases.

You can catch striped bass, but 

possibly not cod in 2025
This month we had two major 

recreational fishing regulation 
decisions that will take effect in 
2025. One for Atlantic cod and 
one for striped bass.

Striped bass regulations will 
be the same for 2025 as they 
were in 2024. One fish/person/
day in a slot limit of 28” to < 31” 
with an open season year round. 
As reported last week, the Atlan-
tic States Marine Fisheries Com-
mission (ASMFC) Striped Bass 
Board voted Monday, December 
16 to keep striped bass regula-
tions the same. Instead of more 
restrictive regulations to rebuild 
the stock by 2029, the Board 
committed to working on an Ad-
dendum to the Striped Bass 
Management Plan that will ad-
just 2026 regulations if needed.

However, in a “long in com-
ing” regulation change, the rec-
reational cod limit will be zero in 
some areas, cod fish will not be 
allowed to be taken in the new 
southern New England regional 
unit in 2025 if approved by NO-
AA Fisheries. This area covers 
waters south of Cape Cod and 
inland including parts of Mas-
sachusetts, Rhode Island, Con-
necticut and parts of New York.  
Visit Groundfish Framework 
Adjustment 69 for maps that 

highlight the four new regional 
units.

Atlantic Cod is an iconic spe-
cies (Cape Cod is named after 
the fish). They have been over-
fished, with overfishing continu-
ing, for many years. Cod have 
been in rebuilding plans for 
years without success. The new 
farmwork adjustment approved 
brings significant changes to At-
lantic cod management across 
New England waters. The action 
centers on four newly developed 
cod stock units, which plan to 
balance industry concerns while 
improving measures to rebuild 
this important fish stock.

Last week I managed to con-
nect with the Rhode Island Divi-
sion of Marine Fisheries to ask if 
the no cod regulation applies to 
state of RI waters. They shared 
that they will be exploring ways 
to allow incidental catch, much 
the way the state of Massachu-
setts has done in the past when 
faced with no cod fishing regula-
tions North of Cape Cod in the 
past.

More to come on cod regula-
tions in Rhode Island and Mas-
sachusetts State waters as the 
new Framework Adjustment 69 
is interpreted with options for 
fishing (or not) in state waters.

Where’s the bite?
Tautog fishing and cod fish-

ing. Call ahead to make a party 
boat reservation, vessels gener-
ally sail between 5 a.m. and 7 
a.m. and return in the afternoon. 
Visit www.islandcurrent.com 
and www.francesfleet.com. Full 
day rates for vessels are gener-
ally $130 to $135 per adult and 
around $80 for those under 12 
years old. 

Freshwater fishing. Anglers 
are fishing for largemouth bass 
weather permitting. And, for a 
complete list of trout stocked 
ponds in Massachusetts visit 
Mass Wildlife at Trout stocking 
report | Mass.gov, both Whiting 
and Falls Ponds in North Attle-
boro were stocked this fall. And, 
in Rhode Island visit www.dem.
ri.gov/fishing, or call 401-789-
0281 or 401-539-0019 for more 
information on trout stocking.

Dave Monti holds a master cap-
tain’s license and charter fishing li-
cense. He serves on a variety of 
boards and commissions and has a 
consulting business focusing on 
clean oceans, habitat preservation, 
conservation, renewable energy, 
and fisheries related issues and cli-
ents. Forward fishing news and 
photos to dmontifish@verison.net 
or visit www.noflukefishing.com.

Paying the price for carbon impacts on the water

STRIPED BASS: Capt. Dave Monti with striped bass. Striped bass, summer flounder, bluefish and cod fishing down again this year.  Are we  
suffering the consequences of carbon and other greenhouse gases in air and water? (Submitted photo)
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Real Estate
Transactions

COVENTRY

10 MeredithDr Hopper, Douglas K and Hopper, Marilyn Hopper, Brooke A 12/4 $347,800
106 ReservoirRd Bartlett, Jonathan D Ippi, Tyler J and Ippi, Ana T 12/5 $524,900
16 Sunset Lake Cir Lot 31, Storybook Homes Inc Casey, Brian G 11/26 $779,900
1605 Hill FarmRd Perez, Francisco and Patino, Begona Wright, Angela and Wright, Johnny 12/5 $905,000
21 Sunset Lake Cir Lot 27  Westwood Const Inc Paula J Stevens T and Stevens, Paula J 12/6 $689,900
21 ValiantDr Hometown Amer Mgmt LLC Topping, Darleen and Topping, John 12/5 $299,970
253 StationSt Donnelly, Kevin J and Donnelly, Dawn M Roldan, Rossanna 11/27 $433,000
26 BatteyAve Reynolds, George J and Abbott, Richard Manasseh, Suzanna N 12/3 $312,000
390 FairviewAve Lakeview Loan Servicing L Mers Inc 12/5 $280,000
45 Hill Farm CampRd Pereira Sr Antone P Est and Pereira, Carl W Laprey, Denise and Laprey, James 12/6 $40,000
45 Hill Farm CampRd Pereira, Carl W and Pereira, Lorraine Laprey, Denise and Laprey, James 12/6 $80,000
45 Hill Farm Camp Rd Lot 45, James R Hill Jr T and Hill, Marion L Laprey, James and Laprey, Denise 12/6 $175,000
51 AirportRd Yelland, John P and Yelland, Marilyn A Bruington, Donna M and Denerley, Nichole 11/25 $160,000
59 HillSt Chabot, Robert P and Chabot, Michael P St Jean, Donald and St Jean, Florence 12/2 $250,000
7 PaigeDr Perry, Nicole J Perry, Caelob A 11/27 $215,000
9 TallwoodsDr R & Donna Costantino T and Costantino, Ralph W Dale, Kevin J and Dale, Brittany L 12/4 $665,000

CRANSTON

116 BurnsideSt Mclp Asset Co Inc Ayala Prop LLC 11/27 $325,000
12 EdgemereDr Calise Prop LLC Integlia, Barbara 12/3 $550,000
14 NewellRd Mourine, Dorothy T Desisto, Gabrielle and Desisto, Elaine M 12/3 $350,000
1440 Plainfield Pike Ricci Dennis Est and Ricci, Robert Monello, Mario J 11/27 $313,000
174 PheasantDr Harris, Laura and Ponder 2nd, Curtis R Desisto Lt and Desisto, Gennaro 12/2 $475,000
197 CrescentAve Gray, Nicole Sperling, Vincent 12/3 $360,000
234 BeckwithSt Stela LLC Lima, Ana P 11/27 $385,000
416 BudlongRd Karten, Joshua W and Karten, Jessica A Ferreira, Nathan F and Ferreira, Allison E 12/2 $450,000
44 MelroseSt Doster, Maryann Moreno, Melannie A and Nunez, Anthony C 11/27 $344,000
49 CrawfordSt Aldana, Arnoldo R and Aldana, Norma A Pires, Mikel and Capelo, Kayla L 11/27 $380,000

EAST GREENWICH

1340 High HawkRd Gracilda M Murphy T and Cavanagh, Joseph V Snyder Jr, John M and Snyder, Margaret E 11/26 $980,000
45 MeadowbrookRd Sheva, Marie and Cullen Jr, James A Chiera, Alexander and Tanner, Shelby 11/25 $540,000

EXETER

166 Black PlainRd Burke, Timothy J and Burke, Karen L Schultz, Lisa 12/6 $425,000
227 Glen RockRd Selwyn Diane Est and Caruso, Nancy A Klein, Holley 12/9 $384,000
310 SouthRd Jose & E M Gonsalves Irt and Gonsalves, Jose Rotondi, Mark 12/6 $225,000
342 Nooseneck HillRd Beauparlant, Albert Jutras, Christopher J 12/9 $365,000
550 Victory Hwy Lot 44 Robalewski, Joseph N Rivera, Mary L 12/6 $158,000
597 S County Trl Lot 301 Jade Investmetn Group LLC March Forth Prop LLC 12/5 $279,000
73 Cedar GroveDr Herchen Jr, Jams R Noonan, Patrice E 12/5 $275,000

JOHNSTON

120-1/2 Pine HillAve Bain, Kathleen S and Mortgage Assets Mgmt LLC Mortgage Assets Mgmt LLC 12/10 $260,000
14 ZanfagnaSt Mendes, Melissa J Lopez, Maria E and Calachij, Santos L 12/9 $430,000
15 GraniteSt Aquillante, John A and Aquillante, Mary E Montague, Laura B and Montague, Gabriel 12/4 $535,000
1603 Plainsfeild Pike Lot E9, Tims Roofing & Siding LLC Venditti, Marisa 12/6 $319,000
22 GesmondiDr Elliott, Jennifer H and Petraca Jr, Robert V Rego, Michael E and Rego, Leinni 12/3 $545,000
35-1/2 Dale Ave Lot A8 Tidus 2 LLC Devlin, Jacob 12/9 $271,250
44 HopkinsAve Paula E Milano RET and Burns, Patrick Sasa, Bachar and Quirk-Sasa, Mary 12/6 $575,000
5 Oak HillDr Breggia, Frank A Nirandone, Thavixai and Nirandone, Nongnoy 12/9 $590,000
9 CamilleDr Gilbert Roberta R Est and Authier, Renee West Bay Hm Solutions LLC 12/9 $280,000
9 RuthSt Box Joseph A Est and Sarli, Gertrude Downing, James R 12/4 $394,250

WARWICK

1 SunnysideDr Thibault, Kathleen M Mazzarella, Peter M and Mazzarella, Rosemary 12/4 $410,000
1 Willow Glen Cir Lot 1 Phillips, Jay C Breault, Susan 12/5 $312,000
10 CahirCt Theodore C B Ten Eyck Lt and Teneyck, Theodore C Greenwood, Christopher J and Greenwood, Paula S 12/6 $430,000
104 Horse NeckRd Barber, Joseph T Silvia, Phylicia H 12/3 $375,000
1041 PostRd Strategic Invest LLC Advantage Medical Supply 12/3 $330,000
1120 W ShoreRd Plourde, Dolores J Tavares, Jason and Tavares, Jacinta 12/5 $260,000
115 Toll GateRd Hogan, Andrew M and Hogan, Thomas Harris, Alexander 12/6 $495,000
136 RiversideAve Prestige Worldwide Invest Defrias, Isabel Y and Valenzuela, Cesar I 12/2 $390,000
142 MissouriDr Mccracken, Lisa Hwang, Yunju and Blain, John R 12/5 $425,000
200 Post Rd Lot 109, Farin, Ryan A Macdonell, Bruce E 12/4 $325,000

221 HolmesRd Miranda, Manuel J Cheat, Sovankanha and Un, Sokry 12/5 $440,000
29 MagnoliaSt Jackson, Ryan J and Small, Leah F Perry, Oliver 12/4 $400,000
297 Gorton LakeBlvd Dipaola, Silvio F and Hatfield Jr, James D Edwards, Michael S and Edwards, Elizabth J 12/4 $863,000
32 PalmBlvd Geoffroy, Lisa A and Geoffroy, Brian L Minadeo, Nicholas 12/4 $395,000
34 Spring GreenRd Dale, Kevin Dimonti, Anne M 12/4 $515,000
36 BentleyRd Jakobson, Louise and Idarand, Madis Beck, Andrew and Beck, Jennifer 12/5 $619,500
37 ParksideDr Richardson, Scott and Richardson, Amanda Abbate, Piper G and Abbate, Ryan J 12/5 $568,000
372 ManorDr Picozzi, John P Beylerian, Marc 12/6 $435,500
52 S FairSt Carol A Buckley Relt and Mcginnis, Sarah Eastman, Jed and Eastman, Lesly 12/2 $589,000
530 Oakland BeachAve Loretta M Oliveira Irt and Oliveira, Gerald Cosmo Prop LLC 12/6 $410,000
61 DanforthSt Sib Prop LLC Marsocci, Cristina M 12/6 $327,000
67 UnderwoodAve Odell, Jeanette J Guzman-Rodrig, Dayanette R 12/6 $350,000
70 PenderAve Gauvin, Cameron and Coutcher, Abbey Medeiros, Nakia Z 11/27 $393,500
836 Halifax Dr Lot 836, Rachel B Buckley Irlt and Buckley, Guy G Shoukry, Adam 12/4 $315,000
86 RosegardenSt Marrocco, Michael and Marrocco, Elaine Horan, Brendan P and Kelly, Jocelyn W 12/2 $555,000
92 JuneAve Silva Jr, Francis J Mancini, Victor 12/4 $240,000
98 PostRd Sherman Firt and Sherman, Kevin R Hechavarria, Michael and Catalucci, Kingsley 12/6 $368,000

WEST GREENWICH

262 John PotterRd David A Stukus 2011 Decla and Stukus, David A Sanchez, Francisco J 12/4 $1,600,000

WEST WARWICK

W Valley Condo Lot 39 Residences At West Vly In Porter, Nancy A 12/5 $444,900
10 LachanceSt Igloo Series V T and Us Bank TNa Tr Amreen, Mashiat and Ventura, Jason 12/5 $375,000
175 PhenixAve Blais, Irene E Theroux, Jason and Theroux, Allison 12/6 $365,000
22 Governors Hl Lot 22, Cote, Steven A and Cote, Marie A Kessler, Karen G 12/6 $345,000
3 Queen Annes Ct Lot 3 Cowen, Heather Alkoka, Soha 12/5 $480,000
30 CentreSt Morino, Fabiola Lucas, Michael P and Malave, Justin E 12/4 $355,000
476 ProvidenceSt Elmwood Realty LLC Corsi, Kenneth 12/9 $600,000
7 Prospect HillAve Roorbach, Ashley Fazio, Andrew 12/10 $375,000
865 ProvidenceSt Licciardi Jr Robert Est and Licciardi, Diane Mjc LLC 12/10 $200,000

ADDRESS	 SELLERS	 BUYERS	 DATE	 PRICE ADDRESS	 SELLERS	 BUYERS	 DATE	 PRICE

This copyrighted material is compiled from public records and re-printed under agreement with the Warren Group of Boston. 
Not every community is reported each week. report a data error, call 617–896–5310 or send an email transfersatthewarrengroup.com

Get a GREAT Rate
& a FASTER Loan – with us!

Don’t Sweat Your
New Home over a

SLOW Mortgage Process!
greenwoodcu.org

NMLS #21481 EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

Doing What’s Right. . . For You!

Call Colleen at 401-524-8853

SPONSORED BY

Buco chipped in 10 in the 
loss.

Mt. Hope 44, Toll Gate 14
The Titans are still search-

ing for their first win after 
losing to the Huskies on Sat-
urday. Mary McNulty led Toll 
Gate with 13 points scored.

BOYS BASKETBALL
North Providence 68, 

Cranston West 53
The Falcons lost to the 

Cougars last week. Noah 
Germain led West with 17 
points while Nate Conca 
added 14. 

West Warwick 56, Pilgrim 55
The Pats dropped their first 

game of the season as the 
Wizards held on for the win. 

Carter Clifton and Jack 
Bannon each scored 16 points 
in the loss for the Pats.

■ Hawks
(Continued from page 22)

HEAVYWEIGHT BATTLE: Colin Murray and Tuckerman Camara clear the zone (left). Jacob Simon dishes out a pass (right). 
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Valco Electric
Residential Specialist
Electrical Upgrades
Trouble Shooting & Repairs
Prompt & Courteous Service

401-921-3143
Lic. #A3990  AmEx/Disc/MC/Visa  Insure

EAST COAST 
WOOD FLOORS

Installed • Sand
 Finish • Refinish

Insured • Senior Discounts

Cell 265-3644
 Reg. #15124

Electrical

Flooring

Liberty House
Junk Removal, Inc. 

We remove one item
or content of entire house.

Sheds and hot tubs
Free Estimates

15 years of reliable service
Reg. #2983 & Insured

401-286-0505

Business
Services

Fall Cleanups
House-Cellars-

Garages • Moving?
Anything hauled away, some FREE! 

30 yrs. - Reliable Service!
Lic. # 37379  -  Insured

741-2781

Rubbish Removal

Weatherproof
Home Improvement

Interior/Exterior Painting
Roofing • Siding  
Gutters • Decks
Dennis

732-9218

Home
Improvements

Steven G. Ruhle 
Painting

Interior & Exterior
Small Exteriors

Neat, Clean Workmanship
639-0967
Free Estimates

Reg. 12067 - Insured

Reilly Fence Inc.
Professional installations of
Vinyl •  Wood •  Aluminum 

Chainlink  Fences
Insured -  Free Estimates

Call & book an appt. today!
228-3647 Reg. #40392   

Fencing

E.W. FLAGG
Plumbing & Heating

New & Old
Installations • Repairs

Water Heaters
Commercial & Residential

         739-6155   

DAVIDSON’S
PLUMBING & HEATING

Water Heaters
Free Estimates

Remodeling ❖ Repairs
New Construction

MP #1696 737-4679 MPF #6470

Plumbing & 
Heating

Harold Greco, Jr.

Plaster Perfection
ALL Small Repair Specialist

Emergency Water Damage Repairs 
Historic Restorations

Painting
Senior, Veterans & Cash Discounts

Integrity & Passion
ALL MAINTENANCE

 Reg. #4114    Member BBB    Est. 1946

738-0369 

Plastering

Painting

John’s Construction 
Handyman Services
Painting  • Windows

Carpentry  
942-1729

15% Off next project w/ad. 
Reg. #24655 ~ Insured                       

Handyman

C & J Painting
Interior/Exterior
Powerwashing

Free Estimates
Jason   •   Craig

378-8525 • 743-2554
Reg. #22833                 Insured

 Why wait for your oil tank to leak?
Old oil tanks removed
Licensed RI Waste Transporter

Drum Disposal
Newton B. Washburn, LLC.

Insured • Reg. #27176 • #RI877

401-647-9606

Oil Tank Removal

Business
Services

 ads start at

$35/week
for 4 or more weeks

Ad appears in the Cranston Herald, 
Warwick Beacon & Johnston Sun Rise 

(All 3 papers for one low price)

To Place Your Ad, Please Call 

732-3100
DEADLINE: Thursday at 3 PM

MAIL OR BRING TO: 

BEACON MEDIA RI
1944 Warwick Avenue, Warwick RI 02889

E-Mail: classifieds@rhodybeat.com 

Please print clearly – One word per box
Phone number is one word. 
Not responsible for words we cannot read.

❑ BOLD TYPE
$4.00 per week. First line only. 

Name  ____________________________________________________________________________

Address  ___________________________________________________________________________

Town/State  ________________________________________________________________________

Phone ____________________________________________________________________________

Price Per Week __________________ # of Weeks ________ Amount Paid ____________________

 ❑ Check/Money Order Enclosed – Payable to: BEACON MEDIA RI

Account # ______________________________________________________________________________________

Security Code  ____________________    Expiration  Date   __________________________  

Circle One:

CLASSIFIED AD FORM

Classified Ad Deadline is
THURSDAY AT 3PM

Make checks payable to: 

BEACON MEDIA RI

20 words

+$1 each addition word

*Add $1 for each additional word
Includes Warwick Beacon, Cranston Herald and Johnston Sun Rise
❑ Add The Reminder for an additional $10/week

20 Words – $35/week*

OFFICE HOURS:    Monday thru Friday  9:00 AM - 4:30 PM

To place or cancel a classified ad:

Call 732-3100 by — 
	 •	 3 PM Thursday for
		  Cranston Herald (Thursday),
		  Johnston Sun Rise (Thursday),
		  Warwick Beacon (Thursday) &
		  The Reminder (Wednesday)

Line Ads:
20 Words - $35.00 per week
each additional word $1.00
bold first line $4.00
Includes Warwick Beacon, Cranston Herald 
and Johnston Sun Rise
Add The Reminder for an additional $10/week

Business Service Ads: 
$35.00 per column inch per week*
Includes Warwick Beacon, Cranston Herald and 
Johnston Sun Rise
*Ad Must Run 4  Consecutive Weeks

Add The Reminder:
$8.00 per column inch. Ad Must Run 4  Consecutive Weeks.

Email ads to: Classifieds@rhodybeat.com

Please Check Your Ad!
We make every effort to carefully proofread all 
advertisements, however, we ask you to check 
your ad the first time it appears. If you find an 
error, call 732-3100 so that we may correct it in 
the next publication. Beacon Media shall not be 
liable for errors or omissions in, or failure to insert, 
any advertisement for which it may be responsible 
beyond the cost of the actual space occupied by 
the item in which error or omission or failure to 
insert occurred. Advertiser will be entitled to refund 
of advertisement price or insertion in next issue at 
advertiser’s option.

West Bay		  401-732-3100

CREDIT POLICY      We accept all major credit cards. We will bill line-by-line classified ads (with the exception of YARD SALE ADS) to customers adding $1.50 billing 
fee. Business Service ads must be prepaid until a Credit Application has been approved and account established.

To place your 
ad by phone, 
please call 

Ida

732-3100

CEMENT
MASONRY WORK
Chimneys ❖ Floors ❖ Patios

Driveways ❖ Steps ❖ Walkways
Repairs ❖ Free Estimates  
Ron 397-1891
Cell 639-2942
Reg. #6326  Licensed & Bonded   

Masonry

Mirabella
Construction
Kitchen & Bath

Remodeling
Premium Renovations
Tailored to Perfection

5-Star Company
RI Reg #38119

Insured
401-556-5995

Autos Wanted

Classic Cars Wanted! 
Looking for American or 
European vehicles. Re-
stored or needing work. 
Collections or single 
cars. Will pay finder's fee 
for referrals. Call 508-
326-6359.

JUNK CARS WANTED. Up to 
$500 paid. Call 401-895-7351 
for quote.

Coins/Jewelry

COINS! LOCAL COIN 
COLLECTOR looking to 
buy some coins or call 
me, and I can give you 
an idea of what your 
coins are worth. 60-Year 
Coventry resident. My 
house, your house or 
Library. A Collector, not 
a Dealer. Call Mark, 401-
556-4703.

Help Wanted 

CLEANERS: 1st & 2nd 
Shift, 20-25 hours per 
week, Monday-Saturday. 
$15/hour. Must have 
valid Driver's License, 
reliable vehicle and 
clean BCI. Great job for 
retirees! Call Joe, 401-
301-1162.

Carpet Cleaning Tech-
nician/Trainees: $700+/
Week. Valid Driver's Li-
cense. BCI required. Call 
Joe, 401-258-9648

Home Improvement

FRANN & SONS PAINT-
ING AND REPAIR: Let 
me and mine bring your 
ideas to life. Call: 413-
344-5150.

Houses Wanted

WE BUY HOUSES:  Any 
condition!! Quick sale!!  
House needs work? We 
don’t mind. Call 401-
595-8703.

Real Estate  
For Rent

RENTAL LAND SPACE 
AVAILABLE in Johnston. 
Private location. Private 
property, easy access 
to 295 north and south. 
Area is gated. 10,000 
sq ft. $3000.00/monthly. 
Call: 401-663-0174 for 
info.

EARLY 
DEADLINE

for the January 2nd
CRANSTON HERALD, JOHNSTON SUN RISE & WARWICK BEACON

Advertising deadline is
Thursday, December 26th by 12 Noon
Call  Beac�  Media @ (401) 732-3100 n	 

to schedule y� r ad� rtising
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HOURS: Mon.-Fri. 7:30 AM - 6:00 PM • Sat. 6:00 AM - 5:00 PM

WARWICK • 1590 WARWICK AVE. • HOXSIE 4 CORNERS  737-1400
 ATTLEBORO MANSFIELD SEEKONK
 508-222-0367 508-261-6100 508-336-2170

OIL CHANGE,
LUBE & FILTER

 $19.95*

OPEN SUNDAYS

*Plus tax & $2.50 Haz. Waste Fee. Please Call 
for Appointment. Includes up to 5 qts. of new oil and 
new fi lter.  Most US & Import Cars. Special Diesel Oil or 
Filter Type will Result in Extra Charge.  With Coupon. 
Expires 1/31/25. Reg. $29.95

ALL PHASES of PLUMBING-HEATING & BACKFLOW SERVICES
Residential and Commercial

Find coupon at www.rileyplumbing.com

WARWICK NECK
GARAGE

315 Warwick Neck Ave. Warwick

AUTOMOTIVE MAINTENANCE & REPAIR
R.I. EMISSIONS & SAFETY TESTING

 Since  Mon.-Fri.
 1978 737-9876 8am-5pm

Our Machines are the Lowest Price in Town!
Clean, Friendly Atmosphere!
WASH, DRY & FOLD
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 7AM-9PM

12 WASHES – RECEIVE $3 OFF YOUR 13TH 
One mile east of Hoxsie 4 Corners

435 WEST SHORE ROAD, WARWICK • 738-2910

Cole  Farm 
Laundromat

1309 Warwick Avenue
Warwick, Rhode Island 02888

401.463.9133
www.yardworksri.com

yardwordsri@gmail.com
Fax: 401.463.3401

• MASONRY • PLANTING
• OUTDOOR LIVING
• POOLS & WATER FEATURES
• COMMERCIAL • SERVICES
• GARDEN CENTER
• FULL SERVICE FLORIST

2725 Post Road • Warwick
739-1611

OPEN
Sunday

 10am-6pm
Monday 

thru Saturday
8am-10pm

LARGE SELECTION
Fine Wines

Domestic & Imported Beer
Liquors - 50, 100, 200, 375ml

RI LOTTERY • GIFT CERTIFICATES • WEEKLY SPECIALS

Fast Accurate Service
Lenses Duplicated
Tint Coordinating Specialists
Frame Repair

Quality eyewear need not be expensive
SINGLE VISION PRESCRIPTION
LENSES & FRAME
•	Choose	from	a	specially	selected	group	

of	fashion	frames
•	Extra	charge	for	high	powers

1168 Warwick Ave.
Warwick, RI

401-463-7100
Open Tues., Wed., Thurs. 10-6

Friday 10-4
Closed Sat, Sun, Mon

John	L.	Spaziano
John	W.	Spaziano

REGISTERED OPTICIANS

If you wear glasses read thIs

two PaIr
eyeglasses

For
$9995

FT-28	Bifocals	$40	Additional

+ OR - 4.00 CR39 Lenses
coupon must accompany order

WE PICKUP AND DELIVER LAUNDRY
Own An Airbnb?

Too Busy To
Do Laundry?

Run A Business
That Requires

Laundry Service?

Call
 (401) 298-6788 

2344 West Shore RoadLAUNDRY & DRY CLEANING
LEMON

(401) 461-5600     www.budgetrooterservice.com
Drain Problem? No Problem!

Just Call Jim!
40+ Years of Experience

Family Owned
And Operated

Servicing both Commercial and Residential Clients:
Main Sewer Lines • Sinks • Tubs • Showers • Floor Drains

Video Camera Pipe Inspection

“Why Pay More?”

storage containers for rent
Stationary at our Johnston location 

or mobile at your location 
for a monthly rental fee. 

call for our 
pricing & incentive

programs
for long term use.401.837.0048 or 401.626-8737

yard debris, 
junk removal and more!
10, 15, 20 & 30 yard containers placed at your location

call for pricing and availability.

Very competitiVe rates, fast, reliable courteous serVice

401.626.8737 or 401.837.0048

Goulin StoraGe

1944 WarWick avenue, WarWick, rhode island  02889

Linda nadeau
a c c o u n t  e x e c u t i v e

lindan@rhodybeat.com
p 401-732-3100 ext 225

• Painting • Landscaping
• Flooring • Siding
• Roofi ng • Plastering
• Masonry • Carpentry

401-516-4216

• Painting • Landscaping

New Beginnings

EXPERIENCED • LICENSED • INSURED

PLACE
YOUR AD
TODAY

Reach
LOCAL
Customers!
 ONLY

$1650
(10-week commitment)

3.42”x2” ad • FREE COLOR WHEN AVAILABLE

Call 732-3100

PER
WEEK

1944 WarWick avenue, WarWick, rhode island  02889

suzanne 
wendoloski
a c c o u n t  e x e c u t i v e
suzannew@rhodybeat.com
p 401-732-3100 ext 214 

FALL

    
  Clean

up

401-588-0555

Mowing • Bush & Hedge Trimming
Mulching & Bed Cleaning
Brush Cleanup & Removal

Branch & Twig Cutting and Removal
REASONABLE RATES • FREE ESTIMATES

CURBSIDE

LEAF PICKUP

       
$99

starting

 at

RHYDA SALES

3135 POST ROAD, WARWICK, RI
401-447-3405   John Paul

We Buy & Sell Stuff from A-Z ...
$10 Tire to $500K in Real Estate

10% OFF
with this coupon

Expires 12/2024
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