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JOHNSTON

Perfect Attendance
A standing ovation is in order for the 174 remarkable students at Thornton Elementary School who achieved 
perfect attendance in the month of December. These young scholars, too many to fit in one photograph, proved 
their dedication to learning by showing up every single day, even during the bustling holiday season. Their com-
mitment reflects the heart and spirit of the Thornton community. To celebrate their achievement, the school pre-
sented each student with a certificate of recognition, proudly displaying their names. Congratulations to these 
shining stars! For more pictures of the students’ celebration, visit www.johnstonsunrise.net. (Submitted photo) 

People who work at the new Am-
azon Fulfillment Center in Johnston 
now have more commuting options 
– and possible assistance with trans-
portation costs from their employer.

The Rhode Island Public Transit 
Authority (RIPTA) this week start-
ed new service on Route 10X and 
Route 28 directly to the Amazon 
Facility on Hartford Avenue. In the 
same press release, Amazon an-
nounced that it will purchase 
$90,000 in passes and other fare 
products every year for the next 10 
years to assist employees with 
transportation costs and help allevi-

ate traffic congestion.
“Expanding public transit access 

to our Johnston fulfillment center is 
about more than just getting people 
to work – it’s about opening doors 
to opportunity,” said Jonathan 
Greeley, Amazon’s Economic De-
velopment Policy Lead for New 
England.  “This new extension 
of RIPTA service will connect more 
Rhode Islanders with the good-pay-
ing jobs and comprehensive bene-
fits that Amazon offers.

“We believe that by improving 
accessibility, we’re fostering a more 
inclusive economy and helping to 

build a stronger, more resilient 
workforce in Rhode Island,” he 
said.

Amazon’s 3.8-million-square-foot 
Johnston facility sits on a hilltop site 
set back from the road. It opened in 
November and, at capacity, will em-
ploy about 1,500 people.

RIPTA officials said the transit 
authority is committed to providing 
Amazon employees with conve-
nient, reliable, and affordable travel 
options, and that the new service 
options underscore RIPTA’s mis-
sion to expand access to employ-
ment centers across the state.  That 
commitment is outlined in Transit 
Forward RI 2040, Rhode Island’s 
comprehensive transit master plan.

Christopher Durand, RIPTA’s 
Chief Executive Officer, said that 
the service expansion for Amazon 
represents “RIPTA’s continued ef-
forts to address workforce mobili-
ty.” 

“Amazon is a major employer, 
and we want to ensure that its em-
ployees have efficient and afford-
able access to work,” he said.

RIPTA said it initially launched 
Route 10X service to Amazon as a 
pilot in October 2024. The pilot pro-
gram was monitored for ridership 
trends and feedback to evaluate its 
effectiveness and determine the 
need for any schedule changes.

As of this week, the express ser-
vice to and from Amazon on Route 
10X will be offered during key shift 
change times at Amazon.  This will 

RIPTA Accommodates
Amazon Employees

RIPTA announces additional service which provides more commuting  
options for employees at the Amazon Fulfillment Center. (Submitted photo 
courtesy of RIPTA)

Renowned Chef 
Cooking Up Community 
and Connection at 
Senior Center

By BARBARA POLICHETTI

Richard DelFino, executive director of the Johnston 
Senior Center, knows that when new guests and clients 
arrive, they almost all have rich life stories to tell.  He 
also knows that while many are looking for a comfort-

able community place 
where they can receive 
services they need, 
most are also longing 
to use their own tal-
ents and passions to 
give something back 
to the community.

Therefore, it didn’t 
take DelFino more 
than a minute or two 
to realize he was look-
ing at a win-win situa-
tion recently when re-
nown Rhode Island 
Chef Walter Potenza 
walked through the 
door of the senior cen-
ter.

“He was seeking to 
become a member and 
to check out our cen-
ter,” DelFino said. 
“Little did he know 

that his willingness to give back to the community 
would result in lengthy discussions on how to best ser-
vice Johnston’s senior community”

Potenza – who in 2014 was named one of the top 10 
Italian Master Chefs in the World – soon found himself 
in a breakfast meeting with DelFino and his staff, talk-
ing about cuisine, nutrition, and ideas for programs to 
whet the appetites of senior center clients.

DelFino said that Potenza offered to hold some cook-
ing classes at the center and give talks about food, food 
traditions, and the importance of staying healthy by 
eating well. The chef even broached the idea of leading 
some culinary trips – here, and perhaps someday, 
abroad.

“Our planning committee is already underway as we 
believe there are endless possibilities of what we might 
be able to offer the public by partnering with Chef Wal-
ter,” Delfino said.

It’s a rewarding situation that DelFino says he is for-
tunate enough to see time and again in his job. He 
makes it a point to meet each new client and most often 
finds that people have had diverse and dynamic ca-
reers, and they want to share their knowledge.  

“I find over and over again that even at a later age, 
people are still interested in giving back, and there are 
so many people here at the center with so many tal-
ents.”

DelFino said he learned this lesson not long after tak-
ing on the job of Senior Center Director about two years 
ago.   He said he saw an unassuming woman sitting 
quietly by herself, but once he engaged her in conversa-
tion, he learned that she had worked in a detention 
center in the heart of Chicago and still had the desire to 
help inspire people to live better lives.

A former employee of the Department of Corrections 
who worked in probation and parole, DelFino said he 
knows how important it is that people continue to feel 
valued.  “I make it a point to get to know everyone 
here,” he said, “and the stories I hear are amazing.  
People have so much to offer, and they are appreciat-
ed.”

A graduate of Rhode Island College, Potenza is not 
only a master chef.  He is restauranteur, lecturer, teach-
er, and more. He began to change the culinary land-
scape in Rhode Island decades ago when he opened the 
Sunflower Café in Cranston and La Locanda del Coccio 
on Federal Hill in Providence.

Potenza has won multiple awards including several 
prestigious ones from Italy.  =

DelFino said he is excited to ask people to stay tuned 
to see what programs will result from the chef’s part-
nership with the senior center.

MASTER CHEF 
WALTER POTENZA

■                    RIPTA - PAgE 18
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Hello. Again. 
Six years ago, following a six-year ca-

reer here, I stood up from the editor’s 
chair at the Johnston Sun Rise for what I 
thought was the last time. 

I was off to work for the Johnston Po-
lice Department. There, I would first 
serve as a civilian in a dual role of a 
floater – capable of filling non-sworn 
positions at the station in case of ab-
sence, such as a dispatcher or the records 
clerk – as well as the department’s assis-
tant public information officer. I went on 
to become the accreditation manager. In 
that role, I helped ensure that the JPD 
complied with established standards 
and best practices to achieve and main-
tain official accreditation. I also assisted 
the Lincoln Police Department with their 
reaccreditation process last year. 

My service with these agencies pro-
vided invaluable insights into the inner 
workings of towns and police depart-
ments, their challenges and their suc-
cesses. It was an honor to work with our 
dedicated public servants, witness first-
hand the resilience of the police depart-
ment and our community, and contrib-
ute to initiatives that made and will 
make Johnston a better place to live.

Now, I’m back in newsroom, eager to 
apply that experience to my work at the 
Sun Rise. The time away has strength-
ened my commitment to providing  
accurate, insightful and compelling cov-
erage of the issues that matter to the 
community. As a former resident, a John-
ston Senior High School graduate and a 
Troop 20 Johnston Eagle Scout who was 
awarded the key to the town, I’m pas-
sionate about this community and its 
stories – stories that reflect the heart and 
soul of our state.

It’s my firm belief that the role of a lo-
cal newspaper is more critical than ever. 
In an age of instant misinformation and 
attention-grabbing headlines, our mis-
sion remains as it always has: to inform, 
engage and connect. Our team will work 

to ensure that the Sun Rise continues to 
shine a light on the issues that shape 
Johnston, from political meetings and lo-
cal events, sports and lifestyles, to the 
stories of neighbors who inspire us.

For the trust placed in me by the Sun 
Rise team and the Johnston community, I 
am most appreciative. When I last left, I 
wrote a farewell in which I said it was 
‘time to turn the page.’ Together, let’s use 
these pages to write a new chapter for 
Johnston, one that celebrates successes, 
addresses challenges head on and 
strengthens the ties that make John-
ston…Johnston. 

I look forward to hearing from our 
readers. Your voices, concerns and 
shared ideas are the only way I’ll be able 
to fill this paper. Feel free to reach out, 
whether to share a story idea, provide 
feedback or say hello. Again.

Tim Forsberg, Editor

Affordable, Quality, Catholic Education
Accredited by the  New England Association of 

Schools & Colleges

• Pre-K 3 and 4 Year-Old Program
• One-to-One Chromebooks (PreK - Grade 8)
• Foreign Language (Italian) 
• Art & Music
• Community Service Projects
• Athletic Programs/Full Gymnasium
• Student Council
• Expansive and Diverse After School Programs
• Before and After School Care on Premises
• Active Parent/Teacher Guild
• Summer Camp on Premises
• Full-time Nurse • Part-time Counselor

EXCELLENCE IN EDUCATION, FOUNDED IN FAITH, 
AND INVESTED IN THE FUTURE

85 Chester Ave., Cranston, RI • 401-944-4107
www.stmaryschoolri.org
Find Us on Facebook at Saint Mary School

ST. MARY 
SCHOOL
CRANSTON, RHODE ISLAND

OPEN HOUSE
Pre-K to Grade 8

Sunday, January 26 • 11 am - 1 pm

Meet the new boss, 
same as the old boss

CREDIT CARD FRAUD
On Jan. 9 at about 9:06 p.m., Officer 

Matthew Murphy observed a silver Ford 
F-250 pickup truck traveling northbound 
at an allegedly excessive rate of speed, 
which he measured by laser at 38 mph. 
Additionally, the officer did not observe 
a valid inspection sticker affixed to the 
vehicle. 

A traffic stop was conducted, and con-
tact made with Michael Crum, 54, of 85 
Highland Avenue in Johnston. Back-
ground checks of Crum were made, 
which revealed an arrest warrant from 
the Johnston Police Department for 
fraudulent use of credit cards. Crum was 
then taken into custody and taken to 
police headquarters. 

Crum was issued a summons for 
speeding 1 to 10 miles in excess of the 
posted speed limit. He was arraigned 
and released on $1,000 personal recogni-
zance with a Third District Court date of 
Jan. 24. 

DUI
Francis Rossi, 39, of 72 Woonas-

quatucket Avenue, Apt. 4 in North Prov-
idence, was arrested for driving under 
the influence following the results of a 
traffic stop at about 9:25 p.m. on Jan. 3.

Police say Rossi was observed passing 
a police officer stationed at a fixed post 
on Killingly Street. While passing, the 
officer reported observing Rossi make a 
gesture of throwing up his hands and 
appeared to be laughing. His vehicle 
then decreased its speed suddenly and 
made a right hand turn on Traver Ave-
nue without using a turn signal. A traffic 
stop was then initiated near Traver and 
Hedley avenues. 

During the stop, Ricci advised officers 
that he was traveling from an unknown 
pub in Cranston and was returning 

home. While Ricci was speaking, the of-
ficer reported an overwhelming odor of 
alcohol emanating from within the vehi-
cle while Ricci displayed signs of impair-
ment. 

A series of standardized sobriety tests 
were then initiated by officers, who stat-
ed that during the tests, Ricci reportedly 
said ‘Even sober I couldn’t do this.’ An 
emptied nip bottle of vodka was also 
found in a search of the vehicle. Ricci 
was taken into custody and brought to 
police headquarters. There, a breatha-
lyzer test was performed twice, which 
produced blood alcohol readings of .113 
and .114.  

Ricci was issued a Johnston Municipal 
Court summons for turn signal required, 
and driving under the influence, first of-
fense. He was arraigned at headquarters 
and released on $1,000 personal recogni-
zance with a Third District Court date of 
Jan. 10. 

SUSPENDED LICENSE
While on a fixed post on Atwood Ave-

nue on Jan. 8 around 7:50 p.m., Officer 
Nicholas Defelice observed a vehicle 
traveling north with a dark window tint. 
He conducted a motor vehicle stop and 
made contact with the driver, identified 
as Jonathan Rodriguez, 37, of 131 Valley 
Street, Apt. 2 in Central Falls.

Checks of Rodriguez’s license revealed 
it to be suspended, and also discovered 
three prior convictions for operating a 
vehicle with a suspended license. Rodri-
guez was arrested and cited for unlawful 
installation of window or windshield 
material, and charged with driving with 
a suspended license, fourth offense. He 
was later released with a Third District 
Court summons to appear for arraign-
ment on Jan. 24.  

Police log

FORSBERG
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www.FriendlySeptic.com

be careful
what

you flush!
✔ toilet paper 

✘ flushable wipes

✘ paper towels

✘ napkins

do your part . . . be septic smart.

Call us to keep your septic happy!

732-3234
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A Winter Wonderland
in Johnston

Residents embraced the first significant snowfall of 2025 with enthusiasm, turning 
the town into a picturesque winter scene. While the storm wasn’t one for the record 
books, it was more than enough to inspire some outdoor fun. Families bundled up 
and sled down neighborhood hills while kids, kids at heart, and even furry friends 
joined in the excitement of the fresh blanket of snow. Local hotspots like Johnston 
War Memorial Park and the Recreation Center came alive as residents explored and 
created lasting memories.  See more photos on page 17.

The Vasconcelos kids decided to try their luck sledding at the Recreation Center.

Desmond C took on a steep hill with his dad. 

James Carnevale, Age 9, enjoying his 
sled his backyard hill. Donovan C. enjoyed his snowday.



Johnston Sun Rise4 Thursday, January 23, 2025

Parent Academy 
Thrilled students and their parents recently gathered at Thornton Elementary 
School for an exciting Parent Academy, an event designed to strengthen the 
bond between families and educators. This vibrant gathering offered a variety 
of interactive workshops and activities, equipping parents with valuable tools 
to champion their children’s academic and emotional growth. Parents and 
children collaborated in hands-on activities while celebrating student achieve-
ments in a festive atmosphere. The Parent Academy emphasized the vital role 
of parental involvement in education, inspiring families to actively shape their 
child’s success inside the classroom and beyond. (Submitted photos from 
Thornton Elementary) 
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On a day when we marked the life and legacy 
of Martin Luther King Jr., we watched a 
peaceful transfer of power as President Don-
ald J. Trump was sworn into office for a sec-

ond term. 
We hope this is a moment on the national level to put 

aside the pettiness of politics. 
The work ahead is too great to waste a single moment 

on political distraction and grandstanding. On the na-
tional level, the issues can seem overwhelming and too 
great to solve: war, inequality, the economy, the climate. 

While these deserve our attention and advocacy, let’s 
also keep our focus on the actions taken by our local 
leaders. 

Here at home, across our city halls and school depart-
ments, we also can't waste time on politics. Our mayors 

are preparing 
their budgets, 
which are their 
priorities for our 
schools, infra-
structure and 
quality of life. 

Warwick and Johnston are already facing financial 
shortfalls and Cranston is on the hunt for professionals 
to run department of public works, engineering and 
planning – key positions that help maintain our com-
munity and sustain its growth. 

During the first few weeks of the year, we witnessed 
new council and school committee members take their 
oaths, along with the mayors of Cranston and Warwick. 
Amidst words of congratulations, there were mentions 
of setting aside partisanship to work together for the 
good of the communities we love. We hope this senti-
ment carries through the upcoming local budget season. 

In her remarks heralding the beginning of a new leg-
islative season as president of the Cranston City Coun-
cil, Jessica Marino may have best captured the need to 
revive civility in the arenas of debate: 

"If we all want better then we need to take responsi-
bility in doing better ... we need to practice what we 
preach. We need to spend more time being thoughtful 
and taking pause. Disagreement when done right is 
healthy and it's absolutely normal and essential in a 
civilized and prosperous society. 

"What is not healthy and should not be tolerable is 
exhibiting hostility with insults or violence.... 

"We should refuse to accept the notion that the word 
‘differences’ is to be synonymous with what is wrong in 
this world …” 

Her call to action is worth considering across every 
community. We must do better for one another. The 
times demand it. And said more eloquently, in the 
words of Martin Luther King Jr.: "The time is always 
right to do what is right.'' 

Disagreement 
without disrespect

By K. JOSEPH SHEKARCHI

The Rhode Island House of Repre-
sentatives officially opened its 2025 
legislative session this month, and 
it’s shaping up to be a busy – and 
challenging – year. In the face of great 
need, we anticipate a sizeable budget 
deficit, estimated at more than $300 
million.

We have been extremely strategic 
with our resources in recent years, 
passing five balanced budgets with 
no broad-based tax increases. In fact, 
we provided tax relief that affects 
virtually every Rhode Islander: fami-
lies with children, seniors, military 
retirees and small businesses, and we 
eliminated the car tax permanently.

Along with the projected budget 
shortfall, there is immense pressure 
on some of our most critical systems: 
housing, health care and our work-
force, which are experiencing dire 
shortages. We have been laser-fo-
cused on these areas over the last 
four years and have already made 
substantial investments and critical 
policy initiatives to improve them.

Rhode Island’s housing crisis af-
fects every community. Both housing 
prices and rents exceed what is af-
fordable for households earning the 
state’s median income, and the price 
of a home in Rhode Island has nearly 
doubled in the last five years. There 
is not a single municipality where a 
family with a household income un-
der $100,000 can affordably purchase 
a home.

The legislature has enacted almost 
50 new housing laws, created Rhode 
Island’s first-ever permanent fund-
ing stream for housing development, 
and passed the largest-ever state 
housing bond of $120 million. We al-
so invested about one-third of our 
state’s federal State Fiscal Recovery 
Funds – $332 million – in affordable- 
housing initiatives.

During this session, we will focus 
on ensuring that these significant in-
vestments in housing are executed in 
a way that delivers maximum benefit 
in the least amount of time. We will 
also monitor progress made by our 

state Housing Department, which 
has yet to become the driver of con-
sistent housing policy.

In particular, I am deeply con-
cerned that resources directed to ad-
dress homelessness have not been 
deployed as quickly or effectively as 
I intended. The Housing Depart-
ment’s new secretary recently ap-
peared before our Housing Afford-
ability Commission, and I hope she 
will make the needed adjustments to 
achieve the department’s mission.

Another area of focus and concern 
across the country is health care. To 
help address our challenges, the state 
budget included funding for many 
health care programs and initiatives, 
including more than $160 million for 
rate increases for home- and commu-
nity-based behavioral health care 
and children’s services.

As the son of a doctor, I realize we 
need to build on this foundation to 
address critical shortages in the 
health care system, particularly the 
looming shortfall of primary care 
physicians.

We must ensure that access to qual-
ity medical care is protected for every 
Rhode Islander, and we will work 
with our partners in health care − 
hospitals, insurers and providers – to 
chart the path ahead. Our attorney 
general has been doing an excellent 

job in ensuring oversight of hospital 
conversions, and our colleagues in 
the Senate have also made health 
care issues a priority. I look forward 
to continuing to work with them on 
efforts to reform health care.

The House will continue to utilize 
its power of oversight into the man-
agement of some immediate crises, 
such as the reconstruction of the 
Washington Bridge, which will re-
quire immense resources. The effec-
tiveness of the state’s response to this 
crisis impacts so many Rhode Island-
ers, and they deserve timely and ac-
curate information. Our oversight 
committee will be asking tough ques-
tions as the state embarks upon re-
building this vital thoroughfare, and 
it will also scrutinize the large-scale 
cyberattack that impacted some of 
our most vulnerable residents.

The good news is that Rhode Is-
land has a unique ability to connect 
and collaborate. Our small size is one 
of our greatest assets. We are nimble 
and have the ability to move quickly, 
which has helped us retain some of 
our industry leaders. Last year, Citi-
zens Bank had concerns about Rhode 
Island’s tax structure making us less 
competitive compared with those of 
our neighbors. We listened, acted 
quickly, passed legislation and kept 
Citizens within our borders.

Here, companies have direct access 
to government leaders, and our part-
ners in government enjoy an ex-
tremely collaborative working rela-
tionship. As the past several legisla-
tive sessions have demonstrated, the 
boat moves much faster when we are 
all rowing in the same direction.

In the House, we will tackle to-
day’s issues collaboratively, and with 
commitment, creativity and compas-
sion. We welcome the input of the 
public and encourage the participa-
tion of all Rhode Islanders as we be-
gin this new session.

Speaker K. Joseph Shekarchi is a 
Democrat representing House Dis-
trict 23 in Warwick

House ready to tackle 
challenges of new session

K. JOSEPH SHEKARCHI
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LegaL Notices
INVITATION TO BID

Greater Providence YMCA
East Side/Mt. Hope Branch

438 Hope St., Providence, RI

Project: Removal and replacement 
of aerobics studio flooring with Mon-
do VinylSport VM66 for ADA compli-
ance.

Bid Docs: Available in person or via 
email from Dylan Desrosiers at 

(401) 427-1873 or  
ddesrosiers@gpymca.org.

Mandatory Pre-Bid Conference: 
Friday, February 7, 2025 at 10AM.

1/23, 1/30/25

Town of Johnston

Notice is given pursuant to Rhode 
Island General Law § 3-5-17 that the 
Johnston Town Council, sitting as the 
Liquor Licensing Commission under 
Title 3 Chapter 5 of the Rhode Island 
General Laws of 1956, as amended, 
shall hold a Public Hearing on Feb-
ruary 10th, 2025 at 7:00 p.m. at the 
Johnston Municipal Court Building, 
1600 Atwood Avenue, Johnston, RI. 

The purpose of the Public Hearing is 
to consider the following application 
for a liquor license.

Applicant: Ever Barillas
Business Name: Casa Noble, LLC 
   d/b/a Casa Noble 
   Restaurant
Location: 761 Hartford Avenue, 
   Johnston, RI  02919
License Type: Class BV-Full - 
   Liquor License- 

Remonstrants are entitled to be 
heard before the granting of the li-
cense.

Individuals requesting interpreter 
service for the hearing impaired 
must notify the Office of the Town 
Clerk seventy-two hours in advance 
of the meeting date.

Per Order:
Johnston Town Council
Robert V. Russo, Council President

1/23, 1/30/25

Town of Johnston
Planning Board

REGULAR MEETING
AGENDA

Tuesday, February 4th, 2025
6:00 P.M.

Johnston Senior Center,
1291 Hartford Ave.
Johnston, RI 02919

I. CALL TO ORDER & ROLL CALL

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

III. OLD BUSINESS

PB 24-42 - Forest Drive Solar. A 
Vote to Continue from the Feb-
ruary 4th Meeting to the March 
4th Meeting.    AP 46 Lots 103, 
171, 208, 209, 210, 211, 212 and 
213- Zoned R-40.  Owner-: Shore 
Holdings, LLC.  Applicant -Revity 
Energy. 

PB 24-41 - Johnston Asphalt, LLC.  
A Public Meeting on remand from 
Superior Court for:
Advisory Opinion to Zoning/
Building Official on Site Plan 
Review waiver (340-12) & Site 
Plan review/approval pursuant to 
340-27 (3) Planning Board Waiver 
(340-27(3).  100 Allendale Avenue. 
AP 36 Lot 77.  Zoned – Industrial.  
Applicant/Owner: Johnston As-
phalt, LLC.

IV. NEW BUSINESS: NONE

V.  ADJOURNMENT 

•	 The	Planning	Board	Agenda	and	Minutes	
are	 available	 for	 review	 at	 https://clerkshq.
com/johnston-ri	 or	 Monday	 through	 Friday	
between	8:00	a.m.	and	3:00	p.m.	at	the	Plan-
ning	Office,	100	Irons	Avenue,	Johnston.
•	 Items	 not	 heard	 by	 9:00	 p.m.	 may	 be	
continued	 to	 the	 next	 Regular	 Meeting	 or	
a	 special	 meeting	 at	 the	 discretion	 of	 the	
Board.
•	 Facilities	are	handicap	accessible.	Inter-
preter	services	may	be	requested	from	TTD	
(401)	792-9642	at	least	72	hours	in	advance.

1/23, 1/30/25

MS4s and from Industrial Activity at 
Eligible Facilities Operated by Regu-
lated Small MS4s(General Permit), 
a public hearing will be held at the 
Johnston Senior Center on March 
4, 2025 at 6:00 PM to discuss the 
Johnston PHASE II STORMWATER 
ANNUAL REPORT.

Name and mailing address of Small 
MS4 Operator: Town of Johnston, 
1385 Hartford Avenue, Johnston, 
Rhode Island 02919; RIPDES PER-
MIT #RIR040

In accordance with Part IV-E of the 
RIPDES GENERAL PERMIT, the 
operator must annually evaluate 
their compliance with the Storm 
Water Management Program Plan 
(SWMPP) and the conditions of the 
GENERAL PERMIT, as well as the 
appropriateness of the selected Best 
Management Practices and efforts 
toward achieving the measurable 
goals.

This NOTICE is hereby given of the 
best intent to receive public com-
ment and to hold a public hearing 
regarding the Towns Phase II Storm 
Water Annual Report. Interested 
parties may submit comments on 
the draft annual report to the Depart-
ment of Public Works by the close of 
public comment period. 

Written responses to significant 
comments received will be provided 
to those persons that submitted said 
comments and all persons that re-
quest a copy of the responses. The 
responses will include a final Annual 
Report and identify what changes to 
the SWMPP have been made, if any.

The Annual Report (Final Version), 
any proposed amendments to the 
SWMPP, and all public comments 
will be submitted to RIDEM.

Copies of the proposed Phase II 
Storm Water Annual Report may be 
viewed at the Johnston Town Hall 
(1385 Hartford Avenue, Town Clerks 
Office), Department of Public Works, 
or Towns Website. 

Availability of Information

The proposal and accompanying 
documents are available for pub-
lic review during normal business 
hours (7:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.) at the 
Johnston Zoning Office, 100 Irons 
Avenue. 

All persons interested in the propos-
al are requested to be present at the 
time and place to be heard thereon.  
Representation may be by an attor-
ney or other party; advice may be 
obtained on particular aspects of the 
application process and legal proce-
dures, and recourses after Zoning 

TOWN OF JOHNSTON
Notice of Public Hearing

DATE: March 4, 2025 — 6:00 p.m.
PLACE: Johnston Senior Center
 1291 Hartford Ave.
 Johnston, RI  02919

Pursuant to the Rhode Island Pol-
lutant Discharge Elimination Sys-
tem (RIPDES) General Permit for 
Storm Water Discharge from Small 

Board hearing and decision.  

Facilities are accessible to the handi-
capped—special accommodations 
may be requested from the Zoning 
Office, (401) 231–4000 ext 4068, 
at least 48 hours before meetings. 
Persons using TDD equipment may 
contact the Town through “Relay 
Rhode Island” at 1 (800) 745–5555.

Per Order of the Johnston Depart-
ment of Development and Public 
Service 

1/23, 1/30/25

Town of Johnston
Notice of Public Hearing

Notice is hereby given pursuant to Rhode Island General Laws § 45-24-53 that the Johnston 
Town Council will hold a Public Hearing February 10, 2025 at 7:00 p.m. at the Johnston 
Municipal Court, located at 1600 Atwood Avenue, Johnston, RI 02919. The purpose of the 
Public Hearing is to consider proposed Ordinance 2025-3 (formerly 2024-CP-158) to 
amend the Zoning Ordinance and the Official Zoning Map, as summarized here.

Applicant: Valerie J. McGuire

Assessor’s Plat: 57

Assessor’s Lots 170

Present Classification: B-2 & R-40

Proposed Change to: B-2

Said lot being located on: Hartford Avenue           

The proposed Ordinance may be altered or amended prior to the close of the public hearing 
without further advertising, as a result of further study or because of the views expressed 
at the public hearing. Said proposed Ordinance is available at the office of the Town Clerk 
for examination. Any alteration or amendment will be presented for comment in the course 
of the hearing.  All persons interested in the above application are requested to attend said 
meeting and be heard. Individuals requesting interpreter services for the hearing impaired 
must notify the Office of the Town Clerk seventy-two (72) hours in advance of the hearing 
date.

Per Order:  Attest:
Robert V. Russo  Vincent P. Baccari, Jr.
Johnston Town Council  Town Clerk 
1/23, 1/30, 2/6/25

By KIMBERLY SIMMONS

Never before has there been 
such a need for an urgent re-
sponse from our elected and 
government officials in Rhode 

Island concerning homelessness. In-
stead, the governor presented the home-
lessness issue as almost a nonissue for 
the state. He claimed in a recent media 
interview that there “is a shelter provid-
er whose occupancy is at 66% and that 
there was a surplus of beds.” 

But in fact, at the time of Gov. Dan 
McKee’s statement there were only three 
available beds for adults and two avail-
able beds that are designated for transi-
tional-age youth only.

Rhode Island has the second-highest 
rate of chronic homelessness in the na-
tion. In the last year, 54 homeless resi-
dents have died, and that does not in-
clude those who have come out of home-
lessness and succumbed to the diseases 
and illnesses that they acquired while 
being homeless.

Service providers and other advocates 
are wondering where is the outrage, the 
sense of urgency to help our most vul-
nerable neighbors? This should not be a 
political football. The fact that there are 
over 650 human beings of all ages living 

outside in the harsh winter elements ev-
ery day should be appalling to everyone. 
This number has increased by 100 peo-
ple from last year. 

Any other epidemic that critically im-
pacts a population's health and contin-
ues to negatively affect the community, 
stresses out its health care system and 
shows an increase in fatalities would or-
dinarily rise to the declaration of a pub-
lic health emergency.

This  week, those who will be on the 
ground doing their best to keep people 
alive during what is to be a polar vortex 
in Rhode Island – with temperatures ex-
pected to approach the single digits with 
Arctic winds – sadly will have no op-
tions to provide shelter for all of our 
unhoused neighbors. We certainly can 
expect there to be more deaths as a re-
sult. 

There is no room for distortion, mis-
representation or lying when it has to do 
with these realities.

If the governor declared homelessness 
to be a public health crisis, it would im-
mediately make resources available and 
set in motion a coordinated response by 
government agencies and health care fa-
cilities. It also would trigger emergency 
protocols and additional funding to re-
spond to the crisis. 

Rhode Island needs to take a page 
from some other states where this has 
indeed made a significant difference in 
saving lives.

The Rhode Island Coalition to End 
Homelessness works collaboratively 
with advocates, providers and faith-
based organizations to create and ad-
vance lasting solutions to prevent and 
end homelessness.  Notably, the Coali-
tion, alongside advocates and constitu-
ents, lobbied for and successfully passed 
the country’s first Homeless Bill of 
Rights in June 2012.

Day to day the coalition runs lead on 
the state’s Homeless Management Infor-
mation System and the permanent hous-
ing placement end of the Coordinated 
Entry System, as well as the call center 
(available 365 days). We want to be crys-
tal clear that our commitment to our 
unhoused friends has always been to 
provide comprehensive services with 
the resources that we have.

Kimberly Simmons is executive director of 
the RI Coalition to End Homelessness

Homelessness is a public health crisis; McKee has misspoken

LETTERS

To the Editor, 

I listen to all the radio shows on home-
lessness. Not one radio show knows how 
to solve it. A lot of finger-pointing on 
these radio shows. 

One wonderful person did take action 
and it was not a political stunt. Most 
homeless people do not have radios and 
do not listen to radio shows. They are 
trying to stay alive. 

There should be a community digital 
board outside at the Providence public 
library, directing people to all shelters. 
All community resource officers have to 
report their encounters with a homeless 
person to the governor’s office, and if 
they do not then fire them immediately. 

All community resource officers have 
to give the homeless person a card on 
where the shelters are, and the homeless 
person gets free bus service when they 

show this card and the social worker 
should help them at the shelter. 

According to the Providence journal 
article on January 11, 2025 Lawmakers to 
Mr. McKee declare public health emergency 
over homelessness. This article said that in 
the past year 54 Rhode Islanders have 
died because they resided outside in the 
elements. 

Also check on the social workers to see 
if they are doing their job. Forget about 
the pallet shelters just open up more 
shelters. I am blaming the community 
resource officers who need to do a better 
job on speaking to our homeless commu-
nity. And a community resource officer 
should be paid the same as a police offi-
cer because they are putting their life in 
harm’s way.

Carol Pisani 
Johnston

The Same Old Music — Let us all Change the Tune
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Obituaries
In your time of need, the Johnston Sun Rise will 
print your loved one’s full obituary for a small charge. 
The paper also places the obituary on our website, 
johnstonsunrise.net.
Should you desire our services, kindly inform your 
funeral director, or call (401) 732-3100 or email 
Obits@rhodybeat.com for additional information. 
Obituary prices start at $60. You may include the 
obituary in any of our other newspapers for half price.

 – Thank you

Obituaries
Kenneth King Kuzman, Jr. 

On December 19th, 
2024, Kenneth King Kuz-
man, Jr. (54), of Downing-
town, Pennsylvania and 
formerly Warwick, Rhode 
Island, passed away 
peacefully while skiing at 
Okemo Mountain with his 
longtime friends. They 
said Ken was skiing “hot.” 
Picture him in your head 
in front of you, as you de-
scend whatever type of 
slope: steeps, trees, 
bumps. Kenny was al-
ways balanced, tight, 
seemingly effortless. He spent his final day with people 
he loved, shredding some fresh powder. By his fifty-fifth 
year, Kenny had downhill skied a million or more verti-
cal feet-and over 100 mountains-with so many different 
friends. But on this day, he made tracks up, into the 
clouds. We’ll follow them to you in time, Kenny. For now, 
it’s endless runs, and no groomers for you! 

 Kenneth (Ken, Kenny, Kuz, or Kuzzy) was born in 
Warwick, RI, on September 19th, 1970, to Brigitte and 
Kenneth Sr. As a child, Kenny was an amazing and lov-
ing older brother, friend to many, and son who kept his 
parents on their toes every day. Ken was a 1988 graduate 
of Tollgate High School in Warwick, and continued his 
education at the University of Vermont in Burlington, 
graduating in 1992. He then moved to Boulder, Colora-
do, where he met Hope Merkert, future mother of his 
three sons, Kyle, Bryce, and Ashton. They raised their 
family in Pennsylvania, surrounded by hills, creeks, 
farms, and animals. Kenny was a loving father who 
taught his kids the joy of skiing, never missed an impor-
tant moment, and always showed up with a bag of fruit 
and Amish snacks. In 2009, he met Diana Whaley, with 
whom he shared many of the same joys in life, including 
their love of music and anything involving the natural 
world. They were later married on New Years’ Eve, 2017, 
under their favorite tree. Kenny’s inclusive, loving na-
ture led him to become an influential father figure to 
Diana’s daughters, Fantasia and Ariel. 

Kenny’s upbeat and attentive manner, integrity, and 
thoughtful way with words made spending time with 
him so enjoyable. Kenny never met a stranger, which led 
him to a very successful career in Specialty Door Sales, 
first with Krieger Specialty Products as their Regional 
Sales Manager, and later developing the specialty door 
line at Houston-Starr. In addition to skiing, he loved 
walking and biking in nature, waterfalls and beaches, 
good food in good company, dancing to live music, and 
nurturing life through gardening. Kenny was an excep-
tional cook of stir fries, pies, and porridge. He was a 
deeply spiritual man, well-known for his “go-with-the-
flow” attitude and always taking the scenic route. Ken 
never lost his joie de vivre, whether exploring the world 
around him, playing ultimate frisbee and other games, or 
closing out every party he went to. 

 Kenneth is survived by his parents, Kenneth K. Kuz-
man, Sr. (Leah) and Brigitte Kuzman-Covill (née Dupré) 
(Gary); wife Diana Whaley (née Odum) and stepdaugh-
ters Fantasia Whaley and Ariel Whaley; former spouse 
Hope Merkert; three sons Kyle Kuzman, Bryce Kuzman 
(Cassidy), and Ashton Kuzman; and brothers Jamie Kuz-
man (Christine) and Brent Kuzman (Brooke). Kenny was 
predeceased by his oldest brother, Ken Kuzman. He will 
be missed by his extended family-aunts, uncles, cousins-
and all the friends he met throughout his life in RI, VT, 
CO, PA, and elsewhere. 

 Relatives and friends are invited to attend a celebra-
tion of Kenny’s life on February 22nd, 2025, at the Met-
tatuxet Yacht Club, 36 South River Drive, Narragansett, 
RI. The family will be celebrating between 12-4 PM, and 
guests can stop in at any point between those hours. A 
sharing will take place at 1 PM for those who wish to 
hear stories of Kenny’s life. 

 In lieu of flowers, and in honor of Kenny’s love for 
skiing and his desire to share it with others, please con-
sider a donation to the Share Winter Foundation, sup-
porting underprivileged youth in skiing. 

 Donate Here: https://sharewinter.donorsupport.
co/-/NBWLRSCS 

To plant trees in memory, please visit the Sympathy 
Store. 

What does a senseless murder 
more than 30 years ago in Rockford, 
Illinois, have to do with recent events 
at the Toolmark Analysis/Firearms 
Identification Section of the Rhode 
Island State Crime Laboratory? More 
than you might think… 

First of two parts 

In what can best be described as a 
robbery gone horribly wrong, An-
drew Asher was shot to death in 
Rockford, Illinois, on April 2, 1993, at 
approximately 10 a.m., while sitting 
in a car with his girlfriend. 

The murder remained unsolved 
until June 10, 1993, when – based on 
a Crime Stopper report – the Rock-
ford police set up a surveillance of 
the apartment that Patrick Anthony 
Pursley shared with his girlfriend, 
Samanatha Crabtree. Shortly after 
the surveillance began, the two left 
the apartment. A car chase ensued, 
and they were apprehended. 

Later, the police executed a search 
warrant of their apartment and 
found a 9mm Taurus model gun that 
Crabtree purchased in February 
1993, and a 9mm Beretta. After being 
held for two weeks on an unrelated 
robbery charge, Crabtree gave a 
statement implicating Pursley in the 
murder, which later helped secure a 
murder indictment against him. The 
police also seized a spent bullet from 
the car and spent casings from the 
scene, and secured a bullet fragment 
from the victim’s shoulder obtained 
by the medical examiner.

 Firearm and toolmark analysis is 
a forensic science discipline that in-
volves examining marks and im-
pressions left on firearms, tools and 
ammunition components to identify 
their origin or link them to a specific 
crime scene. Samples of unknown 
origin are compared to those of 

known origin. 
In the Pursley case, the unknown 

samples (spent bullet from the car, 
spent casings from the scene and 
bullet fragment from the victim’s 
shoulder) were compared to known 
samples (spent bullets and casings 
test fired from the weapons seized 
from the Crabtree apartment) by 
Daniel Gunnell, a firearms and tool-
mark expert employed by the Illinois 
State Police Crime Laboratory. 

Relying upon the toolmarks and 
other impressions left during the 
machining process, Gunnell con-
cluded that the Taurus was the gun 
that shot Asher; in short, he found 
that the known and unknown sam-
ples matched. Clearly, the firearm 
and toolmark analysis was a critical 
component of the state’s case against 
Pursley during its investigation and 
at trial.  

 A decades-long and tortured pro-
cedural history then ensued. Pursley 
was initially convicted of murder by 
a jury (notwithstanding the absence 
of any positive eyewitness identifi-
cation and the permitted testimony 
of “incentivized” witnesses who 
were given either financial help or 
leniency in exchange for their testi-
mony), but Crabtree eventually re-
canted her statement. 

Pursley’s initial conviction was 
upheld by appellate courts and, ulti-
mately, the Supreme Court of Illi-
nois. Pursley also pursued a variety 
of post-conviction remedies in the 
trial courts, where he was sometimes 
forced to represent himself. None 
were successful. Fortunately, later 
changes in Illinois law allowed him 
to obtain legal representation and 
independent-expert analyses of the 
firearm and toolmark analysis evi-
dence. In one of these proceedings 
an independent expert, John Mur-
dock, using more discerning testing 

methods, concluded that: 
1) He could not conclude that the 

two bullets recovered from the crime 
scene were fired from the same gun 
as the test-fired bullets. 

2) There was no significant agree-
ment between the two groups. 

3) The test-fired casings were fired 
from a different gun than the recov-
ered casings. 

4) There were sufficient dissimi-
larities to indicate that the cartridge 
casings were not struck by the same 
parts of the firearm that come into 
contact with the bullet when it is 
fired. 

5) Other markings (such as firing-
pin aperture marks, ejector marks, 
extractor marks and magazine lip 
marks) were also dissimilar. 

The story ends with a just if not 
entirely satisfactory result. Pursley 
was granted a new trial and acquit-
ted. On Dec. 28, 2022, an Illinois ap-
pellate court upheld the findings of 
the lower courts that:  

1) Pursley’s innocence had been 
proven. 

2) There was no competent evi-
dence that would cause the court to 
reach a different conclusion. 

3) The lynchpin of Pursley’s origi-
nal conviction was the firearm 
“match” evidence offered by the Il-
linois State Police Crime Laboratory, 
which was not thorough or com-
plete.

4) Experts offered by the defense 
were unbiased and the most quali-
fied the court had ever seen. Pursley 
was therefore entitled to compensa-
tion and other benefits provided to 
the wrongly convicted under Illinois 
law. 

Michael A. DiLauro, Esq. 
The Just Criminal Justice 

Group LLC
Warwick 

Crime-lab firearms ID can miss the mark

By LLEWELLYN KING

Most people have horror stories about emer-
gency rooms. Whether in Boston, Washing-
ton or Los Angeles, the stories are appalling.

Gurneys, sometimes with critically ill pa-
tients, lined up and left unattended along walls. Hurting 
people waiting for hours because of a shortage of staff, 
beds and a prevailing shortage of resources. Systems that 
are stressed and seem to be near breaking point.

I have a story about my recent ER visit, which was 
pure joy and likely saved my life.

The story begins just before Christmas with my travels 
on crowded Amtrak trains and more overcrowded air-
planes.

I was wearing a mask during these trips and I had got-
ten flu and COVID shots, but I caught the flu. I received 
prompt and proper treatment, but I wasn’t licking it.

The Saturday before Christmas, early in the morning, I 
had a fever hallucination: I sat bolt upright in bed and 
told my wonderful wife, Linda Gasparello, that I was 
preparing my maiden speech to the British House of 
Commons.

As I hadn’t set foot in the UK parliament for years, and 
then only in the press gallery, this insane bravado led her 
to call an ambulance at 2 a.m. – over my protests that I 
was getting better and taking a Tylenol would take care 
of everything. “Just you see,” I said.

What Linda saw was a very sick man, clearly delirious 
and in need of urgent medical help.

Kindly men from the West Warwick Fire Department’s 
ambulance service quietly entered our apartment and 
wafted me into the ambulance, where they checked my 
vital signs and did an electrocardiogram and other work. 
I was in good, strong, comforting and knowledgeable 
hands.

When they were done, they drove me a few miles to 
Kent Hospital, part of Care New England, which has the 
second-busiest ER in the state. Not auspicious? Read on.

I wasn’t parked along a wall or interrogated about my 
insurance but rushed straight to waiting nurses and the 
emergency medical technicians until I was hooked up to 
an IV and a doctor had seen me. Soon afterward, I was 
seen by two doctors.

Emergency rooms are, by all accounts, hellholes. I ex-
pected the worst, but I got two days of excellent care and 
pleasant attention. I have stayed at some of the best ho-
tels in the world, including the Carlyle in New York, the 
Ritz in Paris, the Hassler in Rome and Brown’s in Lon-
don, and I had the same feeling of well-being at the Kent 

Hospital ER – people who cared and told me they were 
just a bell-ring away.

When my vitals were stable in a few days, I was invit-
ed to participate in a unique and remarkable system 
called “Kent Hospital at Home.”

Under this system (some form of which is operational 
at nearly 400 hospitals in 39 states), select patients can go 
home without being discharged, and the home becomes 
a hospital room. You are hooked up to a monitor, which 
sends data about your vitals to ER nurses. You can read 
these on an iPad, with contact information for the nurses 
and doctors assigned to you. You also get an emergency 
alarm on a wristband.

Everything the patient might have needed in the hos-
pital is transported to the home. This might include an 
IV, oxygen and other necessary equipment that might be 
used in the ER.

Best of all, you get visits twice daily from a nurse and 
once a day from a doctor, either in person or virtual. I 
was in the system for just two days before discharge and 
saw the doctor in my home once and on Zoom once. I 
was given his cellphone number with instructions to call 
whenever needed.

The hospital-at-home concept was pioneered by the 
Mayo Clinic, among other medical facilities, during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. It has a waiver from Medicare, 
which means that you are billed as an in-hospital patient, 
not an outpatient.

Kent Hospital emphasized that when it moved me 
from the hospital to my home – in their vehicle – it was a 
“transfer,” not in any way a discharge.

Research suggests that hospital-at-home care saves the 
provider between 19% and 30% compared with keeping 
the same patient in the hospital.

I am grateful to all who played a role in my recovery, 
from the ambulance crew to the emergency nurses, doc-
tors, radiologists and porters.

Also, I am grateful for an insight into how medicine 
should work and how it will be enhanced in the future 
through technology that makes hospital-at-home care 
possible and viable.

For the record, I had influenza A and sepsis pneumo-
nia. I had magnificent treatment, and I thank all who 
handed me a Christmas present beyond value. And I 
even saw a doctor making a house call. I wasn’t halluci-
nating.

Llewellyn King is executive producer and host of the 
"White House Chronicle" on PBS; columnist, Inside-
Sources Syndicate; contributor, Forbes; Energy Central 
and commentator, SiriusXM Radio.

Kent ER offers insight into how medicine should work 
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Brilliant Basement
Waterproofing, LLC
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       HIC. 0653192  • RI Lic. #43473
CALL US

401-541-5985 ��
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ANSWER TO THIS 
WEEK’S PUZZLE:

JD & SON DUCT CLEANING LLC.
Father & Son HVAC Team with 30+ years experience

Cleanings • Repairs • Installs
Maintenance • Dryer Vent Specialists

Furnaces, Condensers, Airhandlers, Mini Splits

FREE ESTIMATES • Call Today (401) 385-9137

Licensed & Insured

Includes FREE Disinfectant and Deodorizing of System
Limited Time Offer – Call Today for More Info!

$100 OFF DUCT CLEANING

Members of Scouting America Troop 20 Johnston recently honored the hard work and dedication of six 
scouts who achieved rank advancements by celebrating the scouts’ growth and commitment to Scouting ideals. 
In addition to the rank advancements, the troop collectively earned an impressive 60 merit badges, representing 
the scouts’ diverse interests and skills in areas ranging from camping and citizenship to first aid and personal 
fitness. Scout leaders, family members and supporters gathered to applaud the scouts’ achievements and cheer 
them on as they continue their journey through Scouting. (Submitted photos)

Johnston’s own Raymond 
Courtemanche and his daugh-
ter, Allison, recently made mag-
ical memories during the Walt 
Disney World Marathon Week-
end in Orlando, Florida. From 
Jan. 8 through 12, Raymond 
joined his daughter for the ad-
venture as well as the 5K race, 
providing support that made 
all the difference. “It was a lot 
of fun. It did wonders for me 
having him by my side for that 
one race.” Allison said.

Inspired by her father’s pres-
ence, Allison went on to com-
plete all four races over the 
event’s four days—the 5K, 10K, 
half marathon and full mara-
thon – covering an incredible 
48.6 miles and earning the cov-
eted Dopey Challenge and 
Goofy Challenge medals.

This remarkable story was 
brought to life by Allison’s 
“Fairy Grandmother,” Anna, 
whose pride in their achieve-
ment shined so brightly that 
she called the Sun Rise to report 
the news.  Congratulations to 
all for the magical source of in-
spiration. 

Disney magic with Dad 
and a fairy grandmother

Above: Allison Courtemanche with all of the  med-
als she has earned. 
Below: Allison and Raymond Courtemanche 
(Submitted photos)
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OPEN
HOUSE
WEDNESDAY | FEB. 5, 2025 | 6 P.M.

ALL R.I. STUDENTS IN 8TH & 9TH 
GRADE ARE INVITED TO SCITUATE’S

Snow Date: Feb 12th

10:1 
STUDENT TEACHER

RATIO

5
RIDE-APPROVED
CTE PATHWAYS

12 
PATHWAY

ENDORSEMENTS

WHY SCITUATE? • Discover new interests in Biomedical Science, 
Engineering, Entrepreneurship, Computer Science, 
and Childhood Education.

• Learn from teachers rated among the 
best in Providence County according 
to Niche.com.

• Explore a variety of 
opportunities in the 
arts and athletics, and 
participate in innovative 
student-led clubs.

VISIT OUR WEBSITE TO LEARN MORE!

JSC Book Club
welcomes author
Charlene 
Centracchio

On Tuesday,  January 28, at 10:00 AM,  at the 
Johnston Senior Center, one of the area’s most 
award winning authors, Charlene Centracchio, 
will be presenting to the JSC Book Club. All 
members of the public invited. Her first novel, 
“The Pirate’s Conquest,” Charlene, who taught 
history at North Providence High School and has 
always been ‘obsessed with pirates’ describes the 
book as appealing to both those readers who enjoy 
romance novels and those who enjoy action and 
adventure. The book has won many awards in 
both categories.  Both the romance and action take 
place in Newport, RI, and offers glimpses of the 
history  and conquests of pirateteering during that 
period.  Charlene wrote the book between the ages 
of 22 and 24, but did not publish the book till age 
64. She interestingly states “never give up on your 
dreams.”  She is currently working on the sequel to 
this much acclaimed first novel. CHARLENE CENTRACCHIO
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Licensed and 
Insured 
Arborist

Specializing 
in Climbing

A Care Tree Service

401-932-3541
smithreglazing.com

LSmith@smithreglazing.com

Licensed and Insured #45582

Proceeds from the raffle to benefit local non profit organizations 

Raffle run by the Rotary Club of Warwick. Drawing to be held April 2025, 
winner has option of cash, full details on the ticket

Must be 18 years of age to participate. Odds of winning are 1 in 3000

Enter for a chance
 to win a new

2025 Chevy Trax 1RS

TICKETS:
$50 EACH OR 3 FOR $100

AVAILABLE AT 
GREENWOOD CREDIT UNION,  2669 POST RD, WARWICK, 

BEACON MEDIA, 1944 WARWICK AVE , WARWICK
and FROM MEMBERS OF THE ROTARY CLUB OF WARWICK

Vehicle courtesy of Hurd Auto Mall, Johnston

By RONALD LAMOUREUX
Johnston Schools Music Director

The high school music department hosted “Crazy 
Hat Day” on Friday, January 17. 

The event was organized by the school’s Tri-M Music 
Honor Society with help from the entire department. 
The fun day is held annually to celebrate the memory 
of Rachel E. Carson and raise funds for the scholarships 
awarded in her name. 

Rachel was a senior at Johnston Senior High School 
when she unexpectedly passed away on January 14, 
2018. 

She was a proud member of the marching and con-
cert bands, the a capella group, the Chemistry Club, 
and the Tri-M Music Honor Society. Rachel also had a 
great sense of humor and both wrote and acted in the 

JHS “Friday 
Night Live” 
shows. She 
loved the arts 
and sciences 
and was going 
to attend the 
University of 
Maine where 
she planned to 
study Wildlife 
Ecology. 

She also en-
joyed costumes 
and exotic hats. 

Music stu-
dents gathered 
donations in the 
days leading up 
to Friday’s 
event and all of 
JHS was strong-
ly encouraged 
to wear their 
coolest head-
wear. Prizes 
were given to 

Tzivya Reyes for having the prettiest hat, to Timothy 
Liang for his retro “Devo” cap, to Kyle Boswell for his 
steam-punk creation, and to Elliott Scattone for his 
cephalopod celebration. 

Student spirit was great and for the first time in the 
history of this “dress-up” day, the kids edged out the 
faculty and staff in the “giving” battle. Nearly $600 was 
collected at the school before a surprise donation was 
received.

Paul and Erin Troxell, owners of Snookers on Ash-
burton Street in Providence, delivered a check for $250. 
Mr. Troxell said, “Our son Jackson graduated in 2023 
and he very much enjoyed his time in the chorus.” 

Jackson was a recipient of a Carson endowment upon 
graduation. The Troxell’s currently have children in the 
high school band and the middle school chorus. They 
added, “We would like to make sure that students con-
tinue to receive this scholarship in Rachel’s memory.”

The Johnston School Music Association (JSMA) mem-
bers have been the wardens of the memoriams since 
their inception in the spring of 2019. The group will 
award two $500 scholarships this spring. The applica-
tions are open to all JHS students that will continue 
their education after graduation. Donations are always 
welcome. Please reach out to Ronald Lamoureux at 
rlamoureux@johnstonschools.org.

First row left to right: Deanna Funches, Raymond 
DeSimone, Carolyn Rosales, Elliott Scattone. Second 
row left to right: Brendon Grace, Aidan Cross, Kyle 
Stewart Boswell, Timothy Liang, Benjamin Benjar, 
Alexis Rivera. (Submitted photos by Steve Turten)

Surprise donor 
boosts scholarship 
fund

RACHEL E. CARSON

Tzivya Reyes in her “Kentucky Derby-Inspired” Outfit. 
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Students at Barnes 
Elementary School 
c o m m e m o r a t e d 
Martin Luther King 
Jr. Day with activities 
inspired by his lega-
cy of hope and unity. 
Each student reflect-
ed on Dr. King’s 
message by creating 
vibrant cutout suns, 
featuring their per-
sonal interpretations 
of the theme, “I am 
going to let my light 
shine.” The colorful 
artwork symbolizes 
the students’ com-
mitment to spread-
ing equality and pos-
itivity in their school 
and community, 
echoing Dr. King’s 
dream of a brighter, 
more inclusive future 
for all. (Submitted 
photos)

‘The time is always 
right to do what is right’
Jon Anderson, library director of the Marian J. Mohr 
Memorial Library, stands beside a special display hon-
oring Martin Luther King Jr. Day. The curated selection 
features books, photographs  and historical materials 
highlighting the life and legacy of the civil rights leader. 
Although the library was closed in observance of the 
holiday, and some books were already checked out, 
Anderson encouraged the community to visit the library 
in the days following to explore the display and delve 
deeper into King’s contributions to the fight for equality 
and justice. He also noted that library staff are always 
available to assist visitors in finding additional resourc-
es to learn more about King’s impact on history. (Sun 
Rise Photo)

“I Have a Dream”
Students at St. Rocco’s Elementary School commemorated Martin Luther King Jr. Day with engaging educational activities. 
In Mrs. Rossner’s kindergarten class, students drew “I Have a Dream” pictures that showcased their aspirations. They also 
explored Scholastic’s Let’s Find Out magazine to learn more about The Rev. King’s legacy. Sister Kollamparampil’s second-
grade students created thoughtful collages showcasing their dreams for themselves, their country and the world. Across all 
grade levels, classrooms embraced opportunities to honor King’s message of equality, peace and hope. (Submitted photos)

Honoring Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

Let My Light Shine
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Your Target Audience is reading...

Make sure they’ll be reading about YOU!
For information about advertising on this page,

call 732-3100 today.
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Convenient to US Hwy 6 and I-295 in Johnston, RI
54 Old Pocasset Road | briarclifferi.com

CALL 401.944.2450
TO SCHEDULE A
PERSONAL TOUR

THE PRESERVE AT BRIARCLIFFE
Supportive Independent and Assisted Living

1944 WarWick avenue, WarWick, rhode island  02889

Donna Zarrella
advertising director

DonnaZ@rhodybeat.com
p 401-732-3100
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There is nothing in the world quite as wonderful as the 
Downy-fresh smell of clean clothes and clean linens. This 
familiar aroma evokes images of newly-washed clothes, hung 
on a clothesline to billow in the wind and dry in a warm summer 
sun.

While there are no clotheslines hanging in Jain’s Laundry, it 
is a common, daily experience to have your clothes and linens 
smell just as Downy-fresh as this sensory memory, every time 
you bring them home from this tidy laundromat on Putnam 
Pike.

Jain’s Laundry is a family-run laundromat in Johnston that 
has been in continuous operation since it was fi rst opened by 
the Jain family in 1993. It is a place that has earned a reputation 
for cleanliness, trustworthiness, aff ordability, consistency, 
and friendly customer service. It is a place that provides 
an invaluable service for today’s modern family ~ both as a 
place where one can do all their wash in “one fell swoop” or 
take advantage of their convenient, same-day, wash-dry-fold 
service.

Cleaning your clothes and household linens is essential 
work but it does not have to be drudgery! If time is your most 
precious commodity, then why not bring your laundry to Jain’s 
Laundry for their drop-off  service? Why not spend your time 
doing the things you love this winter and let Kaushal Jain help 
you carry the load?

For an incredible .89/pound, Kaushal will wash, soften, 
dry, and even fold your laundry – all in one day. Besides the 
convenience of this great service, this price also covers the 

cost of the softener, bleach, soap and hangers! What a bargain!
For the most competitive prices in the area, you will fi nd both 

the wash-fold, same-day service off ered by Kaushal here at 
Jain’s Laundry as well as a room full of coin-operated washers 
and dryers for the “do-it-yourselfers”. If you don’t have enough 
quarters, no worries ~ there is a change machine that accepts 
up to a $20.00 bill available here.

There are large capacity machines available for all size loads, 
from 25 pounds to 65 pounds. The top loading machines are 
available here for only $2.25 per load. Vending machines are 

also on-site if you need to re-stock your supply of detergent, 
softener, or laundry bags.

There is plenty of parking and a friendly, helpful staff  here, 
ready to meet the needs of both residential and commercial 
customers.

Jain’s Laundry is found in the Plaza 44 shopping plaza on 39 
Putnam Pike. It is open seven days each week - from 8 am to 
9 pm, Monday through Friday, and 7 am to 8 pm on Saturday 
and Sunday. For more information about their services, call 
401-231-7019.
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1253 Hartford Ave.
Johnston, RI 02919

Now ENrolliNg
6 Weeks – 12 Years Old

Full & Part-time
Positions available

★Lowest $ In Town★
New

State-of-the-Art
Equipment —

Same Old Prices!

Jain’s Laundry
Plaza 44 • 39 Putnam Pike • Johnston • 231-7019

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8am-9pm; Sat. & Sun. 7am-8pm

WASH • DRY • FOLD
Drop Off Service
only 89¢ per lb.

Includes Softener, Bleach, Soap & Hangers
Same Day Service
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Sports
Iafrate hopes to guide Lyons to tourney

By ALEX SPONSELLER

Johnston native and La Salle grad 
Dimetri Iafrate is having a big sea-
son on the court for the Wheaton 
College men’s basketball team in 
hopes of guiding the Lyons to the 
NCAA Tournament. 

The Lyons fell in the opening 
round of the conference playoffs last 
season but returned all but one 
player on the roster. Iafrate has been 
a staple in the starting lineup this 
season in the back court and is aver-
aging 14.3 points, 4.1 assists and 5.1 
rebounds per game, to go along 
with over 2 steals per game on the 
defensive side. He made 12 starts in 
25 appearances last season to earn a 
full-time starting role this time 
around. 

“It’s the confidence that my 
coaches and teammates had in me 
to create opportunities for me and 
create opportunities for them. Last 
year we got bounced in the first 
round of the playoffs, so hopefully 

Johnston 
native enjoying 
big season 
at Wheaton

IAFRATE - PAGE 14■ Dimetri Iafrate gets set to take on Anna Maria in a recent game. (Photos by Keith Nordstrom)

FROM STAFF REPORTS

The Johnston girls basketball team rebounded after 
dropping back to back games by beating Juanita San-
chez 53-29 last Friday night.

Alanna Colon led the Panthers with 17 points while 
both Bella Gesualdi and Marissa Morsilli added 15.

The Panthers improved to 3-7 in divisional play and 
4-8 overall with the victory. Johnston hosted Rogers on 
Wednesday, but the results were unavailable at press 
time. Johnston will next hit the road to take on Scituate 
on Friday night. 

BOYS HOCKEY
Ponaganset 4, Coventry/Johnston 2

The Coventry/Johnston boys hockey co-op is looking 
to snap its recent skid after falling most recently to 
Ponaganset last week.

The game was tied 2-2, but the Chieftains would find 
the back of the net twice in the final minutes of regula-
tion to pick up the win. Coventry/Johnston fell to 1-7 
overall with the loss and will next be taking on North 
Kingstown this Saturday night. 

Roundup: Panthers 
rebound to beat 
Juanita Sanchez

Johnston’s Bella Gesualdi 
battles through defenders 
in a recent game. (Photo 
by Mike Zawistoski)
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Sponsor the
Crossword Puzzle!

PLACE YOUR AD  HERE

Only $50.00/wk.
5.19” x 3” • 4 Week Minimum
(FREE Color If Available)

Call 401.732.3100

CLUES ACROSS
 1. “Loser” rocker
 5. Partner to relaxation
 9. Mixing
 11. Winged nut
 13. Expression of blame
 15. Vast ocean
 16. Comedienne Gasteyer
 17. Multiply
 19. Meat from a pig (French)
 21. Related
 22. Rocker Stewart
 23. Surprise completely
 25. Loon
 26. Canister
	27.	Large,	deep-bodied	fish
 29. Takes forcefully
 31. Oil cartel
 33. Palmer and Hepburn are 

two
 34. More than one
 36. Places down purposefully
 38. Pitching statistic
 39. Type of sword
 41. Witnesses

 43. Body part
 44. Mixes slowly
 46. Satisfy
 48. Strong belief
 52. One’s physique (slang)
 53. More frightening
 54. Soup cracker
 56. Teaches
 57. One who carries something
 58. Actor Sean
 59. Changes
 
CLUES DOWN
 1. __ Aires, city
 2. Coarse grass
 3. Type of gene
 4. Door handle
 5. Competition
 6. Muslim ruler title
 7. Hunting expeditions
 8. Large mollusk
 9. Bind securely
 10. Former U.S. 

presidential candidate
 11. 2-point plays in football

 12. Breezed through
 14. Type setting
 15. Felt for
	18.	Codified	rules
 20. Small dome
 24. Chevrotain
 26. Male reproductive gland
 28. Controversial beliefs
 30. Z Z Z
	32.	One	who	confines	another
 34. Bishop
 35. Garlands
	37.	Bird	that	flies	by	the	coast
 38. Optical device
 40. Greek goddess of discord
 42. Some are “Rolling”
 43. Formerly (archaic)
 45. Thrust a knife into
 47. German river
 49. Atomic #26
 50. Make a grotesque face
 51. Primordial matter of the 

universe
 55. Chinese philosophical 

principle

this year we can make it to the champi-
onship and win and go on to the NCAA 
Tournament,” said Iafrate, who is confi-
dent that the roster has enough talent 
and experience to go on a deep run. “We 
lost one senior but got everyone back 
with another year of experience. We’re 
more than ready for the opportunity this 
year.”

Wheaton entered the week with an 8-7 
record while going 3-3 in the conference. 
The team was riding a three-game win 
streak, two of which were against confer-
ence opponents.

Although Iafrate has been one of the 
team’s most consistent producers on the 
stat sheet, he emphasized the importance 
of being well-rounded while also inspir-
ing his teammates.

“When I go on the court I try to do 
anything to help us win, it doesn’t mat-
ter if I score zero or 20, as long as we win, 
that’s all that matters. That’s the mental-
ity that we try to bring to the team. 
Know your role and do whatever you 
need to do to help the team win,” said 
Iafrate, who has also enjoyed playing 
alongside Tristan Herry, who was a for-
mer teammate of his on the AAU circuit 
and currently leads the team in scoring. 
“I’ve been playing with him since AAU. 

The chemistry we have is good, that 
chemistry just kept building and now 
we’re in college doing our thing.”

Iafrate was also busy this offseason, 
knowing that he was in line to see sig-
nificant minutes. He has averaged over 
33 minutes per contest to this point. 

“Getting better at reading ball screens, 
finding open guys, switching, my pull-
up midrange, finishing at the rim, I 
worked on those things and they’ve been 
better this year,” said Iafrate.

Iafrate attended La Salle Academy in 
his high school days and was an all-state 
player for the Rams. Playing for an elite 
club for four years helped prepare him 
for the college level, and he’s hoping to 
show the younger players the impor-
tance of being able to perform on the big 
stage.

“La Salle definitely helped with that 
big game experience. The La Salle-Hen-
dricken rivalry was always a big game 
and that’s how it is in college, every 
game is a big game. For the younger 
guys, they just need to get used to that 
big game atmosphere. If you can play in 
big atmospheres, you can make a big 
impact,” said Iafrate.

Iafrate is also proud to be another 
Johnstonian to make a splash on the bas-
ketball scene. 

“I think we’re showing a lot of people 
that Rhode Island can play basketball. It 
shows that Rhode Island has got some 
ballers,” Iafrate said. 

■ Iafrate
(Continued from page 13)

FROM STAFF REPORTS

Freshman Quiana Pezza (Cranston) 
finished sixth in the triple jump 
(10.43m), eighth in the long jump 
(5.18m) and ninth in the 200m (26.93) 
as the Rhode Island College women’s 
track and field team competed at the 
University of Rhode Island Invitation-
al on Saturday afternoon.

Samantha Sainristil (Cranston) fin-
ished ninth in the shot (11.82m) and 
19th in the weight throw (11.45m).

Junior Milana Melvin (Johnston) fin-
ished 27th in the shot (8.93m) and 21st 
in the weight throw (11.05m).

Sophomore Shirley Portillo (North 
Providence) finished 21st in the 500m 
(1:33.77).

In upcoming action, Rhode Island 
College will compete at the Wheaton 
Invitational on Saturday, Jan. 25 (11 
a.m.).

Pezza (Cranston) was named the 
Little East Women’s Rookie Field Ath-
lete of the Week for her performance at 
the URI Invitational on Saturday, Jan. 
18.

Pezza finished sixth in the triple 
jump (10.43m), eighth in the long jump 
(5.18m) and ninth in the 200m (26.93). 
It was an individual meet with no 

team scoring and was comprised of 
mostly Div. I and II competition.

In upcoming action, Rhode Island 
College will compete at the Wheaton 
Invitational on Saturday, Jan. 25 (11 
a.m.).

Anchormen suffer first LEC loss
Junior guard Loudon Chupas (Col-

chester, Conn.) recorded a career-high 
20 points as Rhode Island College fell, 
101-87, vs. Keene State at the Spauld-
ing Gymnasium on Saturday after-
noon. 

The Anchormen held their only lead 
for a mere 15 seconds in the first half 
before the hosts came surging forward 
and dominated the rest of the stanza.

The Owls led by four, 48-44, with 
two minutes left to play in the first 
half before tallying a 12-4 run to accu-
mulate a 12-point, 60-48, lead going 
into the break.

Senior forward Ousmane Kourouma 
(Woonsocket) scored 20 points and 
hauled in 15 rebounds for the Anchor-
men.

Sophomore forward Xavier Mendez 
(Pawtucket) picked up his third con-
secutive double-double with 17 points 
and 10 rebounds.

Locals shine for RIC track
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Business Card
DIRECTORY

401-736-0600

This Week’s
Featured Business...

By CAPT. DAVE MONTI

The New England Saltwater Fishing 
Show is the largest and best fishing show 
of its type in the Northeast. Over 340 
booths with eighteen seminars of interest 
that will have you catching fish all sea-
son. There will be exhibitor show spe-
cials and raffles of all types that you 
won’t want to miss and a charter for six 
show door prize.

The show is Friday,  March 7 to Sun-
day, March 9, 2025, at the Rhode Island 
Convention Center. The Show features 
tackle, rods, reels, lures, electronics, char-
ter guides, boats, motors, accessories, 
clothes and much more.

Scott Travers, Show Director and Ex-
ecutive Director of the Rhode Island 
Saltwater Anglers Association (show 
sponsor), said, “We are two months out 
and have sold about 80 percent of the 
booths, and since the New Year the 
phone has not spotted ringing with re-
quests.”

All the large spaces for boats against 
the back wall of the exhibition hall are 
taken. However, there is still booth space 
available so give Scott Travers a call 
(401.826.2121) and he will try to accom-
modate your request.

“Seminars will key in on strategies and 
tactics to target species we as anglers 
love to catch, eat or release… striped 
bass, summer flounder, tautog, false al-
bacore and tuna,” said Travers. “Tuna 
has been closer to shore than ever before 
so many anglers are targeting them for 
the first time. We will have the seminars 
and gear to get them started.”

Seminar topics will include everything 
from offshore Canyon tactics to inshore 
tips and tricks for black sea bass. Speak-
ers will cover locations from Boston 
Harbor to the Connecticut River and ev-
erything in between. Accomplished 
charter captains, authors and local sharp-
ies all pitching in to cover topics of inter-
est.  

Plan your show visit
Visit www.nesaltwatershow.com for 

updates on exhibitors at the show. Plan-
ning your visit to the show will save time 
and lead to success, just like planning a 
fishing trip in advance. By taking a little 
time to plan your show visit you can 
make sure you are at the show for the 
presentations you want to see and visit 
the booths that have products you want 
to check out and buy. My strategy is pri-
or to the show or once I arrive and get a 
program in hand, I take ten minutes to 
plan the booths I want to visit. I do the 
same with the seminar schedule once it 
is published.  

The New England Saltwater Fishing 
Show is being held at the Rhode Island 
Convention Center Friday, March 7, 1 
p.m. to 8 p.m.; Saturday, March 8, 9 a.m. 
to 7 p.m.; and Sunday, March 9, 10 a.m. 
to 5 p.m.   

Children 11 and under admitted free 
and on Sunday, March 9, Family Day, all 
women are admitted free. Visit the Kids 
Casting Area on Saturday and Sunday.  

All adults who enter the show can reg-
ister to win a Free Fishing Charter Trip 
with Capt. Connor MacLeod of Tall Tailz 
Charters for up to six people. You can 
purchase raffle tickets for three custom 
rods donated by Ralph Craft of Crafty 
One Customs, with the rods displayed at 
the RISAA membership booths.  

Tickets at the door are $15. 

My Fishing Cape Cod… fishing for gi-
ant bluefin tuna 

when its 24 degrees
Carson Schemenaur has written a 

great winter adventure and is sharing it 
on the fishing blog “My Fishing Cape 
Cod.” Carson relates how he targeted gi-
ant bluefin tuna off Stellwagen Bank last 
month in 24 degree weather on his 21 
foot center console. The story Chasing 
December Giants - My Fishing Cape Cod 
relates how he landed a 91”, 487 pound 
gutted giant bluefin tuna in December.

If you have not visited My Fishing 
Cape Cod - your source for Cape Cod 
fishing reports & more you should pay it 
a visit, great fishing news, reports, and 
stories about fishing on and around the 
Cape.

Where’s the bite?
Cod. Bad weather has prevented ves-

sels from fishing, but boats will continue 
to fish for cod this month once things 
calm down. So, if you are interested in 
getting out a boat to fish cod is a good 
option, visit party/charter boat social 
media sites, website or call them and ask 
if they are sailing. Vessels generally sail 
between 5 a.m. and 7 a.m. and return in 
the afternoon. Visit www.islandcurrent.
com and www.francesfleet.com. Full day 
rates for vessels are generally $130 to 
$135 per adult and around $80 for those 
under 12 years old. 

 Freshwater fishing. This recent cold 
spell will be great for ice fishers. AJ 
Coots of Red Top Sporting Goods, Buz-
zards Bay, said, “Last weekend we had 
fishable ice with anglers successfully 
targeting bass and pickerel. So, the hope 
is that cold weather this week will con-
tinue to freeze things over.”  

Beech Pond in Exeter, RI and Volun-
town, RI continues to have fishable ice 
with anglers putting their time in and 
catching fish there. Check on local safe 
ice conditions with local police or city/
town halls. For a complete list of trout 
stocked ponds in Massachusetts visit 
Mass Wildlife at Trout stocking report | 
Mass.gov , both Whiting and Falls Ponds 
in North Attleboro were stocked this fall. 
And, in Rhode Island visit www.dem.ri.
gov/fishing, or call 401-789-0281 or 401-
539-0019 for more information on trout 
stocking.

Dave Monti holds a master captain’s li-
cense and charter fishing license. He serves 
on a variety of boards and commissions and 
has a consulting business focusing on clean 
oceans, habitat preservation, conservation, 
renewable energy, and fisheries related issues 
and clients. Forward fishing news and pho-
tos to dmontifish@verison.net or visit www.
noflukefishing.com.

Fishing show 
simply the best

All adults who enter the Fishing Show can register to win a free fishing charter trip 
with Capt. Connor MacLeod of Tall Tailz Charters for up to six people. (Submitted 
photo)
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Real Estate
Transactions

YOU COULD SPONSOR THIS PAGE
For more information about this high-visibility opportunity, call

732-3100

COVENTRY

120 W Shore Dr Entrepreneur LLC Boyer, Amy M and Killmurray, Thomas J 12/30 $450,000
15 Gentry Farm Dr Kicia, Kevin and Kicia, Sonya Merkel, Jean P 1/2 $850,000
16 Ironwood Dr Dispirito, Jaclynn K Hazelton, Samantha and Hazelton, Brandon 12/30 $665,000
16 Old Summit Rd Boulay, Bertrand Brown, Heather and Realejo, Mario 1/3 $315,000
221 Provident Pl Habas, Szymon J Aguebor, Arlington 12/30 $525,000
44 Read Ave Wilcox Adam J Est and Wilcox, John Silva, Evan M 1/3 $330,000
51 Hornbeam Rd Golembewski, Andrew and Flores, Santos Nicholson, Laura 12/30 $675,000
52 Angus St Ouellette, Mark J Blanchard, Taylor and Fullam, Vanessa 12/30 $379,000
67 Windsor Park Dr Edward F Bucklin Iv T and Bucklin 4th, Edward F Myers, Randy Q and Nelson, Amanda L 12/30 $398,900
84 Acres Of Pine Rd Dennis J Rossi T and Rossi Sr, Dennis J Brussard, John 1/3 $300,000
9 Columbia Ave Belanger, Roland G and Rhodes, Joudi L Atwood Properties LLC 1/2 $265,000

CRANSTON

130 Woodland Ave Prak, Sokchenda Then, Kacelin and Natareno, Rashar 12/30 $410,000
1336 Cranston St Lagniappe Rlty LLC M Dos Corp 12/31 $600,000
1340 Cranston St Lagniappe Rlty LLC M Dos Corp 12/31 $430,000
140 Sinclair Ave Deasley, David A and Deasley, Naomi Almeida, Ashley A 1/2 $395,000
16 Maple St Collins, Lisa Lerebourspayano, Jhon and Reyes, Lourdes E 12/31 $472,000
175 Concord Ave Elmwood Rlty LLC Paulino, Jose and Paulino, Noga 1/2 $560,000
21 Hope Hill Ter Saint Pierre, Lucille G &  Saint Pierre, Nicholas G Miller Prop LLC 12/30 $490,000
210 Macklin St Loc Const LLC Ortiz, Leonicio E 12/30 $465,000
31 Intervale Rd Wynn, Suzanne N Harris, Eric J and Harris, Elizabeth L 12/30 $410,000
349 Aqueduct Rd Iacono Deborah A Est and Iacono, Matthew R Garrick, Hope Y and Garrick, Sharon 12/30 $385,000
46 Roslyn Ave Mclp Asset Co Inc Mclp Asset Co Inc 12/31 $352,362
51 Oakland Ave Thomas H Defusco Ft and Marsella, Karen B Mota-Quiroa, Elder 12/30 $500,000
51-53 Oakland Ave Lot 855 Thomas H Defusco Ft and Marsella, Karen B Mota-Quiroa, Elder 12/30 $500,000
58 Rose Hill Dr Mariorenzi, Stephen Cw Rodrigues Enterprises 1/2 $225,000

EAST GREENWICH

94 Division St Tudino, Michael and Tudino, Cynthia J Watson, Michael D and Watson, Michelle R 1/2 $1,199,000
96 Friendship St Cammuso, Karen T and Greene, Clark M Gerstberger, Tobi 12/30 $754,000

EXETER

126 Sheffield Hill Rd Disano, Stephanie Vaughn, Kristen and Welch, Tristan 1/2 $649,900

JOHNSTON

116 CalumetAve Dennis D Pimental RET & Pimental-Spicuzza, R D Gaboriault, Jon 1/8 $300,000
19 ContilloDr Broccoli, Andrew and Broccoli, Harley C Santilli, Phyllis R and Santilli, Ronald C 1/2 $460,000
38 KingSt Poons, Lynn Sanchez, Wesley 1/3 $310,000
41 LeeSt Beaucage, Patricia A and United Asset Mgmt LLC United Asset Mgmt LLC 1/6 $140,000
51 Winston Way Lot 12 Mendizabal, Roberto and Mendizabal, Nancy St Pierre, Lucille G 1/2 $401,000

WARWICK

1 Willow Glen Cir Lot 82 Grayko, Kayla J and Couture, Michelle Coffey, Taylor 12/30 $297,500
1027 Toll Gate Rd Major, Kaitlyn E Aslan Cap LLC 12/30 $475,000

1027 Toll Gate Rd Lot 49 Major, Kaitlyn E Aslan Cap LLC 12/30 $475,000
107 Meadow St Lot 239 Pleasant Hill Hldg LLC All Purpose Storage Warwi 12/31 $1,075,000
11 Possner Ave Lot 95 Archambault, Rhonda and Ulricksen, Wayne Mcguire, Brandon T and Madera, Nicole 12/30 $309,000
12 DrakeRd Gavigan, Mary J and Gavigan, William F Durkin, Kristine and Morris, Christopher 12/31 $580,000
18 Possner Ave Lot 101 Archambault, Rhonda and Ulricksen, Wayne Mcguire, Brandon T and Madera, Nicole 12/30 $309,000
18 Possner Ave Lot 96 Archambault, Rhonda and Ulricksen, Wayne Mcguire, Brandon T and Madera, Nicole 12/30 $309,000
2881 W Shore Rd Vanasse, Michael P Yang, Neng and Muy, Sokantheara K 12/30 $380,000
30 Bangor St Blasbalg, Joshua Montanez, Victor M 12/30 $366,000
31 Sagamore St Bartholomew, Ginger and Zubrisky, Wendy L Aljammal, Issam and Aljammal, Elizabeth 12/31 $250,000
31 Verndale St Cepeda, Dionisio A Mc Golden Space Prop LLC 12/31 $240,000
31 Verndale St Lot 93 Cepeda, Dionisio A Mc Golden Space Prop LLC 12/31 $240,000
5 John St Pierce Jr, Frederick R and Birmingham, Donna L Kulacz, Adam 12/30 $305,000
62 Lincoln Ave Garcia, Marys R Samayoa, Jose 12/30 $415,000
72 Bayonne Ave Estevao, Dennis G Pro Bldrs Ri LLC 1/2 $180,000
89 Naushon Ave Myers, Michael A and Myers, Patricia A West Bay Hm Solutions LLC 12/31 $280,000

WEST GREENWICH

330-B Plain Meeting House Rd Smith, Sandra and Smith 3rdRhuben Macko, Patricia M and Macko, Paul P 12/31 $624,400

WEST WARWICK

10 ArthurSt Toolan, Tyler J Louis, Flore M and Joseph, Tchery N 1/8 $530,000
6 KentSt Gomez, Kelly and Gomez, Emanuel Laprade Jr, John G 1/7 $397,500
92 HamiltonSt Pardington 3rd, James  Lake, Justin K and Carley, Miranda N 1/2 $435,000

ADDRESS	 SELLERS	 BUYERS	 DATE	 PRICE ADDRESS	 SELLERS	 BUYERS	 DATE	 PRICE

This copyrighted material is compiled from public records and re-printed under agreement with the Warren Group of Boston. 
Not every community is reported each week. report a data error, call 617–896–5310 or send an email transfersatthewarrengroup.com
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Abraham and Louisa Kelley enjoy the backyard snow.The Schultz Family decided that Johnston War Memo-
rial Park was the place to be.

Xena, Luna, and Bandid show just how good they are in the snow.

It was a race to the bottom of the hill for these eager sledders. 

A Winter Wonderland in Johnston
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Electrical Home Improvements

Valco Electric
Residential Specialist
Electrical Upgrades

Trouble Shooting & Repairs
Prompt & Courteous Service

401-921-3143
Lic. #A3990  AmEx/Disc/MC/Visa  Insured

Weatherproof
Home Improvement

Interior/Exterior Painting
Roofing • Siding • Gutters • Decks

Dennis
732-9218 

John’s Construction 
Handyman Services

Painting  ●   Windows
Carpentry  
942-1729

15% OFF next project with ad. 
Reg. #24655   ~     Insured

Handyman
Winter Cleanups

House - Cellars - 
Garages - Moving?

Anything hauled away, some for FREE!
30 yrs. - Reliable Service! 

741-2781 Lic. #37379 - Insured  

Plastering
Harold Greco Jr.

Plaster Perfection
ALL Small Repair Specialist
Emergency Water Damage Repairs
Historic Restorations

Painting
Senior, Veterans & Cash Discounts

Integrity & Passion
ALL MAINTENANCE

 Reg. #4114  ★     Member BBB  ★     Est. 1946

Call now! 738-0369 

Steven G. Ruhle 
PaintinG

Interior & Exterior
Small Exteriors

Neat, Clean Workmanship
639-0967

Free Estimates
Reg. 12067 - Insured

EAST COAST 
WOOD FLOORS
Installed • Sand

 Finish • Refinish
Insured • Senior Discounts

Cell 265-3644
 Reg. #15124

Flooring

E.W. FLAGG
Plumbing & Heating

New & Old
Installations • Repairs

Water Heaters
Commercial & Residential

        739-6155  

DAVIDSON’S
PLUMBING & HEATING

Water Heaters
Free Estimates

Remodeling ❖ Repairs
New Construction

MP #1696 737-4679 MPF #6470

CEMENT
MASONRY WORK
Chimneys ❖ Floors ❖ Patios

Driveways ❖ Steps ❖ Walkways
Repairs ❖ Free Estimates  
Ron 397-1891
Cell 639-2942
Reg. #6326  Licensed & Bonded   

Business ServiceS

Reilly Fence Inc.
Professional installations of
Vinyl •  Wood •  Aluminum 

Chainlink  Fences
Insured -  Free Estimates

Call & book an appt. today!
228-3647 Reg. #40392   

Fencing

C & J Painting
Interior/Exterior
Powerwashing

Free Estimates
Jason     ●      Craig

378-8525  ●  743-2554
Reg. #22833                 Insured              

Oil Tank Removal

Why wait for your oil tank to leak?
Old oil tanks removed
Licensed RI Waste Transporter

Drum Disposal
Newton B. Washburn, LLC.
Insured ●  Reg. #27176 ●  #RI877

401-647-9606

Liberty House
Junk Removal, Inc. 

We remove one item
or content of entire house.

Sheds and hot tubs
FREE EStIMatES

15 years of reliable service
Reg. #2983 & Insured

401-286-0505

Rubbish Removal

Masonry

ELECTRICAL 
SERVICES

Call/Text Larry
Leave Message
401-529-2087

Masters Licenses
RI #A3338

MA #16083A
Insured

To place your ad, 
please contact

Ida
732-3100

IdaZ@rhodybeat.com

Business 
ServiceS

DEaDlInE:
thursday 3 PM

Business Services Ads
start at 

$32/week
for 4 or more weeks in the

Johnston Sun Rise, Warwick Beacon & Cranston Herald 
(All 3 papers for one low price)

To place your ad, please call 732-3100

Painting

Plumbing & Heating

Mirabella
Construction

Kitchen & Bath
Remodeling

Premium Renovations
Tailored to Perfection

No job too big or too small
RI Reg #38119

Insured
401-556-5995

provide convenient inbound 
and outbound connections from 
Amazon’s Johnston location di-
rectly to downtown Providence. 
Click here for the schedule and 
more details are below.

RIPTA also has a trip planner 
on its website, www.ripta.com, 
which enables passengers to 
put in their departure and desti-
nation locations, and desired 
travel times, to see what route 
options are available. An in-
structional video on using the 
trip planner can be viewed at 
www.ripta.com/tripplanner.

Route 10X Service Details

Inbound Service to 
Downtown Providence:

Morning: The bus will depart 
Amazon (Johnston) at 5:45 AM 
and arrive at Kennedy Plaza 
(Stop X) by 6:00 AM. This sched-
ule aligns with shifts ending at 

5:15 AM and 5:30 AM.
Evening: The bus will depart 

Amazon (Johnston) at 7:00 PM 
and arrive at Kennedy Plaza 
(Stop X) by 7:22 PM. This sched-
ule aligns with shifts ending at 
6:30 PM and 6:45 PM.

Outbound Service from 
Downtown Providence:

Morning: The bus will depart 
Kennedy Plaza (Stop X) at 7:25 
AM and arrive at Amazon 
(Johnston) by 7:45 AM, in time 
for the 8:00 AM and 8:15 AM 
shift starts.

Evening: The bus will leave 
Kennedy Plaza (Stop X) at 6:10 
PM, arriving at Amazon (John-
ston) by 6:30 PM, in time for the 
6:45 PM and 7:00 PM shift starts.

In addition, RIPTA has ad-
justed the schedule on its Route 
28 to accommodate shift times 
at Amazon. Route 28 will con-
tinue to make regular local 
stops before arriving at Ama-
zon. The frequency of the route 
has been increased in order to 
provide Amazon employees 

trips every 30 minutes, all day. 
Click here for the schedule.

Route 28 Service Details

Weekday Inbound Service:
Morning: The bus will depart 

Amazon at 5:14 AM and arrive 
at Kennedy Plaza at 5:43 AM. 
The next trip will depart 
Amazon at 5:44 AM and arrive 
at 6:13 AM.

Evening: The bus will depart 
Amazon at 6:39 PM and arrive 
at Kennedy Plaza at 7:13 PM. 
The next trip will depart 
Amazon at 7:12 PM and arrive 
at 7:43 PM.

 
Weekday Outbound Service:
Morning: The bus will depart 

Kennedy Plaza (Stop W) at 7:00 
AM and arrive at Amazon at 
7:32 AM. The next trip will 
depart Kennedy Plaza at 7:30 
AM and arrive at 8:02 AM.

Evening: The bus will depart 
Kennedy Plaza (Stop W) at 6:00 
PM and arrive at Amazon at 
6:31 PM. The next trip will 

depart at 6:30 PM and arrive at 
7:01 PM. 

 
Saturday Inbound Service:
Morning: There are four 

morning trips departing 
Amazon at 5:45 AM, 7:22 AM, 
7:55 AM, and 8:36 AM and 
arriving at Kennedy Plaza at 
6:14 AM, 7:51 AM, 8:25 AM and 
9:06 AM.

Evening: The bus will depart 
Amazon at 6:29 PM and arrive 
at Kennedy Plaza at 7:00 PM. 
The next trip will depart at 7:09 
PM and arrive at 7:40 PM.

 
Saturday Outbound Service:
Morning: There are three 

morning trips departing 
Kennedy Plaza (Stop W) at 6:50 
AM, 7:25 AM, and 8:00 AM, 
arriving at Amazon at 7:19 AM, 
7:54 AM and 8:31 AM.  

Evening: The bus will depart 
Kennedy Plaza (Stop W) at 5:50 
PM and will arrive at Amazon 
at 6:24 PM. The next trip leaves 
at 6:30 PM and will arrive at 
7:04 PM

 
Sunday Inbound Service:

Morning: The bus will depart 
Amazon at 5:45 AM and will 
arrive at Kennedy Plaza at 6:14 
AM.  The next trip departs at 
7:51 AM and will arrive at 8:20 
AM. 

Evening: The bus will depart 
Amazon at 6:21 PM and will 
arrive at Kennedy Plaza at 6:51 
PM. The next trip will leave at 
7:15 PM, arriving at Kennedy 
Plaza at 7:44 PM.

 
Sunday Outbound Service:
Morning: The bus will depart 

Kennedy Plaza (Stop W) at 7:14 
AM and will arrive at Amazon 
at 7:45 AM.  

Evening: The bus will depart 
Kennedy Plaza (Stop W) at 5:43 
PM and will arrive at Amazon 
at 6:14 PM. The next trip will 
depart at 6:31 PM and will 
arrive at 7:01 PM. 

Information compiled by 
Barbara Polichetti

� RIPTA
(Continued from page 1)

By BARBARA POLICHETTI

Daniel Harrington, newspaper colum-
nist and Director of the Rhode Island 
Heritage Hall of Fame, will be the guest 
speaker Sunday at a special meeting of 
the Johnston Historical Society.

Harrington will give a presentation on 
the 1907 wreck of the side-wheel steam-
ship Larchmont which collided with a 
schooner off the coast of Block Island on 
a freezing night in 1907.

Using restored photos, Harrington 
tells of the harrowing maritime disaster 
and the stories of the passengers and 
crew on the Larchmont and the schooner 
Harry Knowlton, and their struggles for 
survival.

The presentation has engaged audi-
ences throughout New England as Har-
rington includes historical accounts from 
eyewitnesses and even the story of a 
murder on that fateful night.

The historical society meeting will be 
held at 2 pm Sunday, January 26, at 101 
Putnam Pike in Johnston.

Harrington is a former East Provi-
dence City Councilor and long-time 
monthly columnist for the Providence 
Journal newspaper. He is the past Presi-
dent of Chartwell Wealth Management 
and currently works as a Securities Prin-

cipal for MassMutual.
During his approximately nine years 

writing for the Journal, he covered a 

wide array of historical topics including 
the HMS Gaspee and Winston Churchill.  
He has said that of all the subjects he has 

explored, the story of the Larchmont is 
one of the most haunting.

Steaming away into history
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MAIL OR BRING TO: 

BEACON MEDIA RI
1944 Warwick Avenue, Warwick RI 02889

E-Mail: classifieds@rhodybeat.com 

Please print clearly – One word per box
Phone number is one word. 
Not responsible for words we cannot read.

❑ BOLD TYPE
$4.00 per week. First line only. 

Name  ____________________________________________________________________________

Address  ___________________________________________________________________________

Town/State  ________________________________________________________________________

Phone ____________________________________________________________________________

Price Per Week __________________ # of Weeks ________ Amount Paid ____________________

 ❑ Check/Money Order Enclosed – Payable to: BEACON MEDIA RI

Account # ______________________________________________________________________________________

Security Code  ____________________    Expiration  Date   __________________________  

Circle One:

CLASSIFIED AD FORM

Classified Ad Deadline is
THURSDAY AT 3PM

Make checks payable to: 

BEACON MEDIA RI

20 words

+$1 each addition word

*Add $1 for each additional word
Includes Warwick Beacon, Cranston Herald and Johnston Sun Rise
❑ Add The Reminder for an additional $10/week

20 Words – $35/week*

OFFICE HOURS:    Monday thru Friday  8:30 AM - 4:30 PM

To place or cancel a classified ad:

Call 732-3100 by — 
	 •	 3	PM	Thursday	for
	 	 Cranston	Herald (Thursday),
	 	 Johnston	Sun	Rise (Thursday),
	 	 Warwick	Beacon (Thursday) &
	 	 The	Reminder (Wednesday)

line ads:
20 Words - $35.00	per	week
each additional word $1.00
bold first line $4.00
Includes Warwick Beacon, Cranston Herald 
and Johnston Sun Rise
Add	The	Reminder
for	an	additional	$10/week

Business service ads: 
$35.00	per	column	inch	per	week*
Includes Warwick Beacon, Cranston Herald and 
Johnston Sun Rise
*Ad Must Run 4  Consecutive Weeks

Add	The	Reminder:
$8.00	per	column	inch. Ad Must Run 4  Consecutive Weeks.

Email ads to: Classifieds@rhodybeat.com

please check Your ad!
We make every effort to carefully proofread all 
advertisements, however, we ask you to check 
your ad the first time it appears. If you find an 
error, call 732-3100 so that we may correct it in 
the next publication. Beacon Media shall not be 
liable for errors or omissions in, or failure to insert, 
any advertisement for which it may be responsible 
beyond the cost of the actual space occupied 
by the item in which error or omission or failure 
to insert occurred. Advertiser will be entitled to 
refund of advertisement price or insertion in next 
issue at advertiser’s option.

Sun Rise  401-732-3100

CREDIT POLICY      We accept all major credit cards. We will bill line-by-line classified ads (with the excep-
tion of YARD SALE ADS) to customers adding $1.50 billing fee. Business Service ads must be prepaid until a Credit 
Application has been approved and account established.

To place your ad by phone,
please call Ida at

732-3100
Deadline is 3 PM Thursday

The ideal candidate will have 2-4 years of sales experience, 
is interested in working with clients to tailor 

advertising solutions that work for their budgets.
Organizational and computer skills required. 

Salary + Commission + Benefits

Are you a people person 
who loves closing a sale? 
Johnston SunRise seeks a Full Time Advertising

 Account Executive - Immediate Opening

Please send your resume and cover letter to publisher@beaconmediari.com

Apartments	For	Rent

CRANSTON: 2bd, 1.5bas. Un-
furnished, hardwood floors, 
washer/dryer, stove, refrigera-
tor. 1-yr lease, $1300 mo.+ utili-
ties. Security. No pets/smoking/
vaping. Credit check, BCI, refer-
ences. Bob 401-529-5898.

Apartments	Wanted

STUDIO OR 1-BEDROOM, 
$800 per month/flexible. Shared 
bath is acceptable. Non-smok-
er/drinker. No pets. Call: 401-
408-6472.

Autos	For	Sale

1997 FORD RANGER, 1 own-
er, 200,000/mi. Power steering. 
$500 OBO. Call: 401-738-8433.

Autos	Wanted

CLASSIC CARS WANTED! 
Looking for American or Eu-
ropean vehicles. Restored or 
needing work. Collections or 
single cars. Will pay finder's fee 
for referrals. Call 508-326-6359.

JUNK CARS WANTED. Up to 
$500 paid. Call 401-895-7351 
for quote.

Business	Opportunities

LONG TERM CAREER AND 
INVESTMENT for a young mar-
ried couple interested in a large, 
horse related property. Must 
have good credit and clean BCI. 
Serious inquiries only. 401-569-
6541. Leave a message.

Cemetery	Lot	For	Sale

ONE CEMETERY PLOT: High-
land Memorial Park, John-
ston, Garden of Meditation, 
$1700.00. Will split transfer fee. 
Ken: 401-451-2766.

Cemetery	Lot	For	Sale

2 – BURIAL PLOTS - Highland 
Memorial Park, Johnston, Hill-
crest section. Lot 198. $4500. 
OBO Call or text 540-686-6932.

Help	Wanted	

CLEANERS: 1st & 2nd Shift, 
20-25 hours per week, Monday-
Saturday. $15/hour. Must have 
valid Driver's License, reliable 
vehicle and clean BCI. Great job 
for retirees! Call Joe, 401-301-
1162.

CARPET CLEANING TECH-
NICIANS/TRAINEES: $700+/
Week. Valid Driver's License. 
BCI required. Call Joe, 401- 
258-9648

MECHANICAL TECHNICIAN. 
Assemble machinery. Pneu-
matic and electrical experience 
a plus. Must have mechanics 
tools. Benefits/Profit sharing/
Salary Negotiable. Call Chris: 
401-821-8879.

Home	Improvement

UP TO $5000! We buy junk, 
unwanted and repairable autos. 
Call today, gone today. 401-201-
0086.

Houses	Wanted

WE BUY HOUSES:  Any condi-
tion!! Quick sale!!  House needs 
work? We don’t mind. Call 401-
595-8703.

Jobs/Situations	Wanted

COMPANIONSHIP, ERRANDS, 
help with daily activities, laun-
dry, shopping, etc. FT/PT Mon-
Fri, $25/hour, fully insured. 
Rhonda 401-871-5107.

APArtment
for LeAse

Imperial House
940 Namquid Drive, Warwick

3-Room Apartment • Second Floor
 Hardwood Floors • Laundry Room

Heat & Hot Water Included
Balcony with Garden View

NON-SMOKING • NO PETS
 

RENT: $1600
BCI Required - Income Verification - Very Quiet 

Sholes Properties 
401-463-5600

Apartments	For	Lease Apartments	For	Lease
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PROUDLY SERVING THE COMMUNITY SINCE 1970

Vincent S. Podmaska
vinny@grahaminsuranceinc.com

1465 Atwood Avenue
Johnston, RI 02919
Tel: 401-273-8700

(401) 461-5600     www.budgetrooterservice.com
Drain Problem? No Problem!

Just Call Jim!
40+ Years of Experience

Family Owned
And Operated

Servicing both Commercial and Residential Clients:
Main Sewer Lines • Sinks • Tubs • Showers • Floor Drains

Video Camera Pipe Inspection

“Why Pay More?”

storage containers for rent
Stationary at our Johnston location 

or mobile at your location 
for a monthly rental fee. 

call for our 
pricing & incentive

programs
for long term use.401.837.0048 or 401.626-8737

yard debris, 
junk removal and more!
10, 15, 20 & 30 yard containers placed at your location

call for pricing and availability.

Very competitiVe rates, fast, reliable courteous serVice

401.626.8737 or 401.837.0048

Goulin StoraGeProPane Filling Station

Phil.Johnston32@gmail.com
www.jfcpropane.com

All
ProPAne

TAnks
Filled
Here

904 Manton Ave.
Providence
(in front of Stop & Shop)

621-8129 Call Phil
• Open 7 days a week
• Open all year
• English & Spanish

Place Your Ad Today
Reach

LocaL
customers!
Only 

$1650
 per week

(10-week commitment)

3.42”x2” ad • FREE ColoR WhEn AvAilAblE

Call 732-3100

WET LEAKY BASEMENT?
• PUMPS INSTALLED • UNDER FLOOR DRAINAGE

• FOUNDATION & BULKHEAD REPAIRS • EGRESS OPENINGS
LET A PROFESSIONAL SOLVE YOUR BASEMENT WATER PROBLEMS

(401) 516-3641
www.DivConServices.com

Diversified Services                       RI Reg. #9386

1944 WarWick avenue, WarWick, rhode island  02889

Donna Zarrella
advertising director

DonnaZ@rhodybeat.com
p 401-732-3100
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