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Peter Neronha had a story as soon as he learned that 
former U.S. Rep. David Cicilline, who is now president 
of the Rhode Island Foundation, would be addressing 
the Warwick Rotary Club.

Both were young prosecutors and both have a habit of 
speaking faster and faster when they home in on their 
final arguments. It was too much for the court stenogra-
pher, who stopped them – breaking their train of 
thought – and told them to slow down.

Nobody told Neronha, now the Rhode Island Attor-
ney General, to slow down recently as he addressed the 
service club. He was on a roll and lingered to chat well 
beyond the end of the meeting at the Crowne Plaza.

Only hours before, his office had issued a release that 
the state had joined a coalition of 20 states in suing the 
Trump administration to stop the dismantling of the 
Department of Education.

But he started with his management of the Office of 
the Attorney General following his election in 2018, 
went on outline the changes he has made, answered 
“maybe” when asked if he would run for governor in 
2026 and dove into a civics lesson on the three branch-
es of our government and why it is so important to chal-
lenge the president when he steps beyond his authority.

And by what criteria does he make the decision to sue 
the president, or for that matter fight for lower energy 
rates?

The first question, he said, is whether the action being 
taken is unlawful, second is whether it harms Rhode 
Islanders and third is whether he has legal standing.

One of the first of Neronha’s challenges is to Trump’s 
effort to strip the U.S. citizenship of children born to 
immigrant parents in the United States. He said the 
14th Amendment to the Constitution “makes it clear if 
I’m born here, I’m a citizen.”

Neronha said he and other attorneys general across 
the country had been working in anticipation that 
Trump would seek to deny this birthright citizenship. 
Their work resulted in the granting of a preliminary 
injunction by a federal judge early last month.

“If [immigrants] have a child here, they have standing 
whether [the administration] likes it or not.”

Neronha went on to talk about “federal funding 
grabs” and efforts to nullify grants that have been ap-
proved and in some cases issued.

“We knew we had to act quickly,” he said of calling 
on other states, among them California and New York, 
to gain a temporary restraining order.
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New businesses and a new home are on the horizon 
in Johnston, as the Zoning Board gave initial approvals 
to three petitions during its March 27 meeting, includ-
ing two new businesses and the subdivision of a resi-
dential lot.

Quick Lube of Carolina Atwood, LLC, doing busi-
ness as Take 5, plans to open at 1402 Atwood Avenue, 
across the street from the Atwood Grill at the corner of 
Carding Lane. The location was formerly a car dealer-

ship. The business sought a special use permit to allow 
for general automobile maintenance at its new location. 
The petitioner also requested relief from the town ordi-
nance limiting commercial structures to a single exte-
rior wall sign.

Quick Lube plans to offer quick oil service changes 
in which customers stay in their car while the mainte-
nance is performed. The oil change service is expected 
to take between five and fifteen minutes to complete, 
and there will be no major car repairs conducted on 
site. The company plans to demolish the site’s current 
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A lawyer for the firm represent-
ing the Johnston property owners in 
a highly publicized eminent domain 
case this week laid out their posi-
tion on the town’s attempt to seize 
land where they plan to build hun-
dreds of apartments. 

In a phone interview from her of-
fice in California, Kady Valois, a 
lawyer with the Pacific Legal Foun-
dation, said eminent domain is an 
“awesome power” at all levels of 
government that should be used 
sparingly to protect property rights. 

“I like to tell everyone who asks, 
‘Why should they care about emi-
nent domain?’ Well, because wheth-
er they know it or not, their proper-
ties are for sale right now,” she said. 
“And it’s for sale to the govern-
ment.”

The dispute centers on a property 
in Johnston that Valois’s clients 
planned to develop into affordable 
housing. They say people who work 
in Johnston should be able to live 
there.

According to Valois, the town’s 
decision to seize the property 
through eminent domain is due to 
opposition to the affordable housing 
project rather than a legitimate need 
for municipal development. She al-
so criticized the town for not fol-

lowing the proper legal process. 
“Typically, how eminent domain 

works is that everything comes 
from the sovereign, and in this case, 
it’s the State of Rhode Island,” she 
said.

She further explained that the 
state grants the power of eminent 
domain to certain towns, but John-
ston lacks authority to use it for 
municipal buildings. 

“We think that this process is im-
proper,” Valois noted. “They just 
kind of picked and chose different 
statutes that they liked and mushed 
them all together to create their own 
statute that would allow them to 
take property.” 

According to Valois, the town’s 
intent to use eminent domain is 
rooted in Mayor Joseph Polisena 
Jr.’s opposition to the project rather 
than any legitimate public need. 
Before the developers had officially 
proposed the project, the mayor 
stated he would stop the project at 
any cost.

“I think he said specifically that 
he was going to use all the power of 
government that he had to prevent 
this project from going forward,” 
she said. 

Valois further argued that the 
town had not initially identified 
any municipal need for the proper-
ty, as there was no discussion of a 
need for municipal buildings. 

“I think he realized that he need-
ed a reason to take the property and 
decided that it was going to be for 
these public buildings. But that’s 
not how eminent domain works. 
You can’t take the property and then 
pick and choose what you want to 
do with it,” she said. 

Valois said her legal team at the 
Pacific Legal Foundation acted 
swiftly in response to the town’s ac-
tions, arguing that pretextual tak-
ings are not permitted under Rhode 
Island law. She explained that two 
days after their complaint was filed, 
the town filed a petition to deposit 
funds in state court. The town put 
$775,000, the town’s valuation of 
the property, into the state court 
register. 

“They believed that that was all 
they needed to do, and so they went 
ahead and listed themselves as the 
owners of the property,” she said.

The town also sent a letter to 
Valois’s clients, demanding they 
vacate the property or face trespass-
ing charges. In response, the legal 
team filed a federal restraining or-
der to halt the town’s actions.  

As the federal case progressed, 
Valois noted that the legal team 
filed a motion in state court to halt 
to town’s proceedings. The case in 
state court was later dismissed, and 
the federal case will move forward.

�

���
��	����
��
��

���
�
�����������


●����	������������� ●��	��������������

●��������������������



Johnston SunRise2 Thursday, April 3, 2025

Brilliant Basement
Waterproofing, LLC
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Johnston 
Sun Rise

CONTACT US
SCHEDULE YOUR TOUR TODAY!

St. Rocco SchoolSt. Rocco SchoolSt. Rocco School
A ROMAN CATHOLIC SCHOOL

MIDDLE SCHOOL GRADES 6-8
A FAITH BASED ACADEMIC  CURRICULUM
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401.944.2993

www.stroccoschool.org

Offi  ce@stroccoschool.org

931 Atwood Ave, Johnston, RI 02919

• Departmentalized Classes 
History/Civics,  Math, Science, 

English Language Arts,  Religion 
and Literature

• Middle School teachers 
are members of NELMS

New England League 
of Middle Schools

• Art, Music, 
Physical Education, 

Technology,  Spanish, 
Character Education
 and Honor Society

• Extra curricular activi-
ties  choir, arts, instrumentals, 

prayer group, newspaper, 
student council and 

subject nights

Weekly exploratory programs and 
community service projects,  part-

nerships with  local colleges and local 
Catholic High Schools

Athletics
volleyball, basketball, 

cross country and soccer 

Heart of Gold Pet Program
Pet-assisted educational program

Small class sizes, full time nurse, 
school wide class Dojo

Monthly and special masses, 
events and more

A FAITH BASED ACADEMIC  CURRICULUM

Dolan marks 30 years of 
distinguished service

PIECE OF CAKE
While on a fixed traffic post on Plain-

field Street on March 21 at approxi-
mately 4:40 p.m., an officer observed a 
black BMW with reportedly unlawfully 
tinted windows. As the vehicle passed 
the officer’s location, the officer ob-
served a large blue cake thrown out from 
the passenger’s window towards a group 
of pedestrians nearby, but it did not 
strike any of them. 

A traffic stop was conducted, and the 
driver was identified as Shawn Herlihy, 
19, of 9 Arthur Street in West Warwick. 
Background checks on Herlihy revealed 
that he had an outstanding bench warrant 
stemming from a felony assault charge 
out of Coventry. He was taken into cus-
tody and his vehicle was transferred to a 
licensed passenger. 

Herlihy was transported to police 
headquarters where he was processed 
and held pending arraignment. He was 
issued a summons for unlawful window 
tint and littering prohibited, first offense. 

SHOPLIFTING
Officers responded to the CVS located 

on Putnam Avenue on February 13 at ap-
proximately 4:17 p.m. in reference to a 
larceny in progress. 

At the store, an employee told officers 
they recognized the suspect from previ-
ous incidents upon his entry. The suspect 
proceeded directly to the laundry deter-
gent section and filled two bags with 
merchandise. The man then left the store 
without paying for the goods. The em-
ployee stated that the man left in a bright 
yellow sedan with unknown registration 
plates in an unknown direction. 

The stolen items, totaling $359.70, 
were listed on a receipt provided to offi-
cers. A check of department records re-
vealed a similar incident on April 25, 
2024, with a suspect matching the de-
scription of the man involved. Those re-
cords indicated the suspect involved was 
Roberto Suazo Garcia, 46, of 347 Acad-

emy Drive in Providence. The employee 
positively identified the suspect as the 
same individual from the prior incident. 
A no trespass order had been issued 
against him from the store which was 
still in effect. 

A background check revealed Garcia 
had two active warrants for shoplifting. 
On March 15, officers responded to the 
Providence Police Department where 
Garcia had been taken into custody. He 
was transported back to the Johnston 
Police Department where he was pro-
cessed and held. He was issued a $5,000 
bail; however, as a probation violator 
with a hold-without-bail order, he was 
remanded to the ACI.

FALSE REPORT 
On March 5 at approximately 3 p.m., 

Patrolman Elijah Bolarinho responded to 
the Gulf Express located at 1889 Plain-
field pike for a report of a road rage inci-
dent. 

At the scene, he was met by the calling 
party, later identified as Christopher 
Walker Jr., 27, of 2814 Plainfield Street 
in Johnston, who stated that he was trav-
eling west on Plainfield Pike behind a 
grey Ram truck. Walker told the officer 
that the driver of the truck signaled to 
turn into the Gulf station and Walker 
proceeded to drive around the truck. 

Walker alleged that as he passed the 
truck, the operator swerved at his vehi-
cle, causing him to strike the curb. 
Walker then followed the truck into the 
Gulf parking lot and attempted to make 
contact with the driver. He proceeded to 
ask the truck’s driver for his insurance 
information. Walker then stated that the 
driver drove off and struck him in the 
right shoulder with his driver’s side mir-
ror before fleeing the scene. 

Officer Bolahrino noted in his report 
that Walker’s vehicle showed no visible 
damage from an accident.

Walker provided the officer with the 

Police Log

● POLICE LOG to page 6

The Johnston Police 
Department is celebrating 
the retirement of Major 
Thomas Dolan, marking 
the end of an extraordi-
nary 30-year career in law 
enforcement. Major 
Dolan’s dedication and 
bravery have left a lasting 
impact on the department 
and the community.

Major Dolan’s service 
to his country and com-
munity began with his 
time in the U.S. Navy, 
Army National Guard, 
and Army Reserves. 
When he joined the John-
ston Police Department, 
he became known for his 
leadership, courage, and 
commitment.

One of the most defin-
ing moments of his career 
occurred in 1998 when 
Major Dolan fearlessly 
confronted an armed sus-
pect. During the encoun-
ter, he was shot and 
wounded but managed to 
return fire, radio for as-
sistance, and help direct 
officers to apprehend the 
shooter. For his heroism, 
he was honored with the 
prestigious TOP COPS 
award.

In addition to his re-
markable acts of bravery, 
Major Dolan has also 

served as a mentor to fu-
ture officers, guiding and 
inspiring them throughout 
his career. His contribu-
tions have made an indel-
ible mark on the Johnston 
Police Department and 
the community.

The Johnston Police 

Department expressed 
gratitude for Major 
Dolan’s service, sacrifice, 
and unwavering commit-
ment to upholding the de-
partment’s motto: “Work-
ing Together ~ Making a 
Difference.”

Major Thomas Dolan is joined by Chief Mark Vieira 
and Deputy Chief Matthew LeDuc during his 
retirement celebration at the Johnston Police 
Department. Photo courtesy of the Johnston Police 
Department Facebook page
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 Laura M. KrohnLaura M. Krohn
ELDER LAW ATTORNEY, INC.ELDER LAW ATTORNEY, INC.

Asset Protection • Powers of Attorney
Medicaid Planning • Medicaid Applications

Wills & Trusts • Probate of Estates

For new clients, please send Laura an email at
appointmentwithlaura@gmail.com

or visit www.seniorguideri.com

April 11, 2025 – 10:00am-12:00pm
April 25, 2025 – 10:00am-12:00pm

May 9, 2025 – 10:00am-12:00pm
May 23, 2025 – 10:00am-12:00pm

Seating is limited to 12 attendees per seminar and reservations are required. 
Please call to reserve your seat.

420 Scrabbletown Road, Suite C | Scrabbletown Professional Center 
North Kingstown, RI 02852 | 401-398-8383

Laura will host Medicaid and Estate Planning Seminars on the following dates:

On Sunday, March 23, Pack 20 
Cub Scouts gathered at the John-
ston Senior Center for their an-

nual Blue and Gold celebration, an event 
that commemorates the anniversary of 
Scouting. Accompanied by family and 
friends, 35 Cub Scouts were recognized 
for their achievements, earning a total of 
170 scouting awards since December 1, 
2024.

A highlight of the evening was the 
crossover ceremony for seven Arrow of 
Light Scouts who officially transitioned 
from Cub Scouts to Boy Scouts. These 
dedicated scouts—Brody Amaral, Anto-

nio Bressette, Alice Conaty, Sophia DiP-
ippo, Erenia Reyes, Pemberley Reyes, 
and Juliette Silva—completed their Cub 
Scouting journey and were welcomed 
into Troops 20 Johnston and 438 North 
Smithfield.

Pack 20 meets every Thursday eve-
ning from 6 to 7 p.m. at St. Robert Bel-
larmine Church, located at 1804 Atwood 
Avenue in Johnston. Children in kinder-
garten through fifth grade are invited to 
attend a meeting and experience the ex-
citement of scouting firsthand. More in-
formation about joining Pack 20 can be 
found at beascout.org.
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Baylee Thai Cuisine, a favorite spot known for its 

authentic Thai dishes, celebrated the soft opening of its 
second location in Johnston last Friday. The new res-
taurant, located at 1369 Hartford Ave, sits in the plaza 
next to Johnston Town Hall.

Owner Baylee Vongthavanh, who has built a strong 
following at the Cranston location, was thrilled to intro-
duce her signature dishes to the Johnston community. 
Baylee Thai Cuisine is known for its flavorful offer-
ings, including Drunken Noodle, Ginger, Choo Chee 
Salmon, Crab Rangoon, and the vibrant Green Papaya 
Salad. The new Johnston location promises to continue 
delivering the same quality and taste.

Mayor Joseph Polisena Jr. attended the event to wel-
come Baylee Thai Cuisine to the community. Also 
present were State Senator Andrew Dimitri, State Rep-
resentative Deborah Fellela, Councilman Robert Rus-
so, Johnston School Committee members Zach Gordon 
and Phanida Phivilay, and Miss Johnston Rayna Digia-
como. Their attendance showcased the community’s 
enthusiasm for new businesses and the continued 
growth of Johnston’s local dining scene.

The soft opening allowed guests to sample some of 

the restaurant’s signature dishes, providing a preview 
of what may soon become a go-to spot for Thai cuisine 
lovers in the area.

The owners and staff of Baylee Thai Cuisine ex-
pressed their gratitude for the community’s support and 
excitement for the official soft opening. 
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ANSWER TO THIS 
WEEK’S PUZZLE:

732-3234
FriendlySeptic.com

Spring is in
the air...

make sure your 
septic isn't on 

your lawn!

Spring
Cleaning!

We’ve
Got Your 
Back!
Call us to 
schedule your 
septic pump
out today!

septic

1. Property taxes, homeowners’ insurance, and home maintenance required. The home must be your primary residence. 
2. Consult a fi nancial advisor and appropriate government agencies for any e� ect on taxes or government benefi ts.
Branch O�  ce: 1 International Blvd, Suite 900 Mahwah, NJ 07495. NMLS #957935. Licensed by Rhode Island Third Party 
Loan Servicer License 20193879LS, Rhode Island Lender License 20153084LL, MA Debt Collector License DC957935, 
Mortgage Lender License, with reverse mortgage authority ML 957935.

Rewriting the 
Rules of
Retirement
Retirement comes with more time for 
the things you love. A reverse mortgage
can help you fund them.

Pay o�  your existing mortgage to 
eliminate monthly payments 1

Get additional income tax-free cash 
to use for what matters most 2

Continue to own your home just like a
traditional mortgage

NMLS #595725

Contact Carol Miller, your local
Reverse Mortgage Specialist.

(401) 406-1247  (Cell)
carol.miller@longbridge-fi nancial.com

Connect & Innovate: 
Small Business Empowerment Summit

National Small Business WeekNational Small Business Week

Save the Date !
S SKI LL FOR

EFUTUR
RHODE ISLAND’S

PLUMBING

FREE EVENT

Registra
tio

n Require
d

TUESDAY, MAY 6, 2025
8:30 AM—5:00 PM

Crowne Plaza Providence-Warwick

����
��

������
��
����

�������������������

������



The 19th and final 
Johnston Memorial Can-
cer Events (JMCE) Golf 
Tournament will take 
place on Saturday, May 
10, 2025, at the Connecti-
cut National Golf Club in 
Putnam, Connecticut. The 
event, which benefits the 
Hasbro Children’s Hospi-
tal Hematology/Oncology 
Department, will feature 
two flights at 7:45 a.m. 
and 1p.m.

For nearly two decades, 
the tournament has been a 
staple in the local commu-
nity, raising over $415,000 
to support children battling 
cancer. As organizers pre-
pare for this final edition, 
they are seeking sponsor-
ships from local business-
es and individuals to help 
make it a success. Major 
sponsorship opportunities 
are available through cash 
donations of $500 or by 
providing giveaway items 
such as golf balls, shirts, 
umbrellas, and towels. Ad-
ditionally, sponsors can 
help cover the costs of 

meals or contribute raffle 
prizes.

This tournament has 
been a labor of love, and 
organizers are incredibly 
grateful to sponsors and 
participants who have 
supported the event 
throughout the years. 
Their generosity has made 

a real difference for the 
children at Hasbro’s 
Hematology/Oncology 
Department.

Those interested in sup-
porting the tournament or 
learning more can contact 
Vin LaFazia at (401) 233-
2564 or via email at 
Fazigilly54@gmail.com.
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A Johnston native and 
long-time dance studio 
owner, SJ Masiello, is cel-
ebrating the release of her 
second book in a young 
adult historical fiction tril-
ogy. Masiello, who has 
owned To The Pointe of 
Performing Arts for over 
26 years, has spent de-
cades mentoring students 
and promoting confidence 
and self-worth. She has 
now translated that pas-
sion into writing with her 
book series, The Sultana 
Series.

Masiello’s journey as 
an author began with 
Birth of the Bluebird, the 
first book in the series, set 
in the 13th-century Anato-
lian countryside. It tells 
the story of Aiyla Sultana, 

a courageous Turkish girl 
raised by the Bayat Tribe 
after being separated from 
her mother during a battle. 
As she grows up, Süreyya, 
as she is named, yearns to 
be a warrior despite soci-
etal expectations that 
women cannot fight. 
When bandits attack, 
Süreyya defies the odds 
and proves her strength.

The second book, Jour-
ney of the Blackbird, con-
tinues Süreyya’s story as 
she faces new challenges 
during a brutal Anatolian 
winter. As the Mongol 
Clan threatens destruc-
tion, the Turkish Tribes 
seek unity. Amidst love, 
loss, and personal evolu-
tion, Süreyya learns to 
survive in an unfamiliar 

world while defending 
herself and those she 
loves.

Journey of the Black-
bird will be released on 
Saturday, April 5th, and is 
available in paperback, 
hardback, and Kindle for-
mats through Amazon and 
the author’s website, SJ-
Masiello.com.

Masiello describes her 
writing as stories of “love, 
loss, and empowerment,” 
inspired by her own jour-
ney of exploring Turkish 
culture. Her passion for 
the region’s rich history 
and unique traditions be-
came the foundation for 
the series, which aims to 
celebrate both Turkish 
culture and the power of 
female resilience.
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Ferri Middle School is joining a move-
ment of New England schools replacing 
disposable dining ware with reusables to 
fight waste in their cafeterias. 

The school was awarded a RIDE Get 
the Foam Out grant which they used to 
replace an old broken dishwasher with a 
new energy-efficient model, and they 
worked with Clean Water Action’s Re-
Think Disposable campaign to purchase 
new reusable stainless-steel trays and 
implement systems to wash, dry, and 
store them. 

“The first day of implementing metal 
trays marks a small but significant step 
toward sustainability. Our community is 
moving closer to reducing waste and 
building a greener future for our town, 
our school, and our children’s future.” 
said Matthew Tsonos, Ferri Middle 
School Principal. 

“Ferri Middle School and Brown Av-
enue School are part of our growing 
ReThink Disposable movement - reduc-
ing waste by switching to reusable din-
ing ware. Phasing out single-use dispos-
able trays and other cafeteria items ex-
tends the life of the landfill and fights 
plastic pollution,” said Amber Schmidt, 
Clean Water Action’s Zero Waste Spe-

cialist. “This is phase one. Next year, we 
plan to work with Rhode Island School 
Recycling Project to implement more 
systems at Ferri, like composting, to 
keep even more waste out of the land-
fill.” 

“We estimate that by eliminating dis-
posable trays, we will cut the volume of 
trash from the lunchroom in half. This 
was possible thanks to Amber’s exper-
tise and the support of former Assistant 
Superintendent Edda Carmadello and the 
administrators at the Johnston Public 
School District, Jennifer Garraghan and 
the Chartwells staff, Principal Matt Tso-
nos, Jerri Cantone and the facilities and 
custodial staff, and the students!” said 
Kelly DeAngelis Rhode Island School 
Recycling Project Facilitator.  

ReThink Disposable, a campaign of 
Clean Water Action and Clean Water 
Fund, stops trash before it starts by sup-
porting restaurants, schools, and soup 
kitchens in phasing out disposable din-
ing ware. Nationwide, participants in 
ReThink Disposable are preventing the 
generation of over 28 million pieces of 
single-use disposable trash every year. 
Ferri Middle School is the second school 
in Johnston to join the campaign. 
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John Howell, Publisher Emeritus

The famous cautionary phrase that those who 
don’t learn from their history are doomed to 
repeat it has never felt more appropriate than 
after yet another executive order was signed by 

President Donald Trump last week.
This time, the totally normal and not-at-all dystopian-

coded order, titled “Restoring Truth and Sanity to 
American History,” focuses on correcting what is ap-
parently one of the most un-American and dangerous 
institutions of our society that for too long has gone 
unchecked in its unbridled anti-patriotic rhetoric. And 
that disgusting institution in need of heavy-handed re-
form is (checks notes)…

The Smithsonian Institution?
That’s right. The network of cherished educational 

establishments that includes 21 museums, galleries and 
the National Zoo – a tourism generator that brings mil-
lions of people to our nation’s capital every year – has 
lost its “sanity” and no longer tells the truth. But that 
will all be fixed now, thanks to President Trump.

The executive order claims to strive to remove "im-
proper, divisive, anti-American ideology" from Smith-
sonian museums, although it is of course vague in terms 
of what that actually means – effectively giving un-
checked and unprecedented power to Vice President 
J.D. Vance to decide, unilaterally, what history Ameri-
cans are allowed to learn about, and what history is 
“improper” and worthy of censorship.

It would be foolish to assume, at this point, that the 
hypocrisy of this administration relying so heavily on 
executive orders – the controversial process of a presi-
dent wielding their power like a medieval European 
king – would be called out by anyone on the right. Yes, 
the same people who decried so loudly the same pro-
cess when it was utilized by former President Joe 
Biden.

Calling out hypocrisy among their own ranks must be 
“improper, divisive or anti-American” to Republicans.

We also fear it would be foolish to assume, given all 
the evidence we’ve seen thus far to the contrary, that 
any congressional Republicans will break ranks and 
stand up for one of the most important foundational pil-
lars of our republic, which is agreeing on an objective 
set of facts about our collective history, and the impor-
tance of not censoring or coloring that information with 
agenda-laden biases.

No, it seems at this point that this administration and 
its allies are openly declaring that the nation’s history 
books are open to interpretation – their interpretation, 
specifically – and suggesting any notion to the contrary 
will be enough to label you “anti-American.”

If we need to warn you about the dangers that come 
with such a blatantly anti-democratic process that looks 
to be unfolding before our very eyes, it probably means 
you’ve already failed to learn from history and are 
doomed to repeat it.

Normally, a day spent learning about all of our nation’s 
thorny and complicated historical context at any of the 
Smithsonian’s wonderful museums could help with that 
understanding, and lead to a better-informed view of 
what being a patriotic American actually means.

But those days, to our great detriment, seem to be 
numbered.
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To the Editor,

I have read the recent letters and I feel that the real 
facts need to be stated.

I am protesting the traitorous and treasonous behav-
ior of the 47th president.

It is time to convict and impeach this irresponsible 
person.  It is time to use the 25th Amendment and "lock 
him up."  

I protest the "inefficiency" of his administration and 
that of his unelected pet musk-rat and all his little doge-
ies.

I protest the cruelty, the incompetence, the stupidity 
and the ignorance of the Cabinet.

They are so unqualified for their jobs.
I protest the lies, the violence and the threats to our 

veterans and the federal workers.
I protest that fat old white male Republicans have 

continued  threatening my life and my planet for the 
last seven decades.

Remember, if you poison the air, the water and the 
land: you and yours will suffer too.

Do you really NOT want your children to grow up in 
a beautiful world, especially one where women are re-
spected and have health care?  SHAME on you for your 

recent negative votes.
We, the real American Patriots, Democrats and Re-

publicans, are out protesting around the country.
We will save America and protect our democracy. We 

love DIVERSITY-EQUITY-INCLUSIVITY.  
We love FREEDOM, JUSTICE, THE RULE OF 

LAW and the CONSTITUTION.
We will stop you.  We do not need or want your Proj-

ect 2025. If you are unhappy with our system, Mother 
Russia wants y'all back.

There are no HIGH FIVES in my neighborhood.

Nancy Urquhart
Warwick

��������������

To the Editor:

Since the new administration has 
taken office in January, it has en-
acted new regulations and direc-
tives that have dramatically altered 
our usual living standards. 

These changes have eliminated 
whole government departments and 
severely reduced other important 
agencies, causing widespread disil-
lusion.

Also, new increased tariffs among 
our friendlier foreign nations will 
cause resentment and severe price 
increases here at home. Certain for-
eign car models may now be out of 
reach for many. Wine and other 
imported foods will increase dining 
costs, causing some eateries to go 
out of business.

Our true needs are steady em-
ployment, affordable housing, qual-
ity medical care, reduced violent 

crime, racial equality and educa-
tional excellence.

The current administration needs 
to refocus its priorities to better re-
flect our needs.

One concern is where will more 
than 100,000 laid-off former gov-
ernment employees find employ-
ment with similar salaries and ben-
efits? 

Bob Sweeney
Warwick 
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Legal 
Notices

Town of Johnston

Notice is given pursuant to Rhode 
Island General Law § 3-5-17 that the 
Johnston Town Council, sitting as the 
Liquor Licensing Commission under 
Title 3 Chapter 5 of the Rhode Island 
General Laws of 1956, as amended, 
shall hold a Public Hearing on April 
14th, 2025 at 7:00 p.m. at the John-
ston Municipal Court Building, 1600 
Atwood Avenue, Johnston, RI. 
The purpose of the Public Hearing is 
to consider the following application 
for a liquor license.

Applicant: Mario Mennella
Business Name: M & M Group, LLC 
  d/b/a Ember to Ash
Location: 23 Greenville Avenue
  Johnston, RI  02919
License Type: Class C - Liquor License- 

Remonstrants are entitled to be 
heard before the granting of the li-
cense.
Individuals requesting interpreter 
service for the hearing impaired 
must notify the Office of the Town 
Clerk seventy-two hours in advance 
of the meeting date.

Per Order:
Johnston Town Council
Robert V. Russo, Council President

3/27, 4/3/25

Town of Johnston

Notice is given pursuant to Rhode 
Island General Law § 3-5-17 that the 
Johnston Town Council, sitting as the 
Liquor Licensing Commission under 
Title 3 Chapter 5 of the Rhode Island 
General Laws of 1956, as amended, 
shall hold a Public Hearing on April 
14th, 2025 at 7:00 p.m. at the John-
ston Municipal Court Building, 1600 
Atwood Avenue, Johnston, RI. 
The purpose of the Public Hearing is 
to consider the following application 
for a liquor license.

Applicant:	 Malasy	Vongthavanh
Business	Name:	Malasy,	LLC	
	 	 	 d/b/a	Baylee	Thai	
	 	 	 Cuisine	2
Location:	 1369	Hartford	Avenue
	 	 	 Johnston,	RI		02919
License	Type:	 Class	BV-Full	-	
	 	 	 Liquor	License-	

Remonstrants are entitled to be 
heard before the granting of the li-
cense.
Individuals requesting interpreter 
service for the hearing impaired 
must notify the Office of the Town 
Clerk seventy-two hours in advance 
of the meeting date.

Per Order:
Johnston Town Council
Robert V. Russo, Council President

3/27, 4/3/25

Town of Johnston

Notice is given pursuant to Rhode 
Island General Law § 3-5-17 that the 
Johnston Town Council, sitting as the 
Liquor Licensing Commission under 
Title 3 Chapter 5 of the Rhode Island 
General Laws of 1956, as amended, 
shall hold a Public Hearing on April 
14th, 2025 at 7:00 p.m. at the John-
ston Municipal Court Building, 1600 
Atwood Avenue, Johnston, RI. 
The purpose of the Public Hearing is 
to consider the following application 
for a liquor license.

Applicant:	 Mahesh	Kollu
Business	Name:	Indian	Spice	Co,	LLC
	 	 	 d/b/a	Empire	Biryani	&
	 	 	 Grille
Transfer	From:	 Duffs,	LLC	
	 	 	 d/b/a	Taco	Barn
Location:	 198	Putnam	Pike
	 	 	 Johnston,	RI		02919
License	Type:	 Class	BV-Full	-	
	 	 	 Liquor	License-	
	 	 	 Transfer	of	Ownership

Remonstrants are entitled to be 
heard before the granting of the li-
cense.
Individuals requesting interpreter 
service for the hearing impaired 
must notify the Office of the Town 
Clerk seventy-two hours in advance 
of the meeting date.

Per Order:
Johnston Town Council
Robert V. Russo, Council President

3/27, 4/3/25

Say you saw it
in the

Johnston 
SunRise

truck’s registration information and a descrip-
tion of the truck. The Johnston Fire Depart-
ment responded to the scene to evaluate 
Walker, who was transported to the hospital. 

Contact was later made with the driver of 
the Ram truck, who responded to police head-
quarters to provide a statement with his ver-
sion of events. He stated that Walker’s vehicle 
cut in front of him at the Gulf station. He 
stated that no accident occurred, and he con-
tinued to the store’s drive thru. While at the 
drive thru window, the other party reported 
that Walker drove his vehicle in front of the 
truck, parked it and blocked him from exiting 
the lane. 

The other driver stated that Walker de-
manded his insurance information, which he 
refused, maintaining that no collision had 
taken place. As the driver attempted to move 
his vehicle, he stated that Walker intention-
ally lunged his shoulder into the side mirror. 
The Ram driver also stated that Walker pulled 
an orange flare gun from his waistband and 
discharged the gun at the rear of the truck.

The Ram driver stated that he fled the scene 
out of fear and nervousness.

Management at the Gulf Express later pro-
vided surveillance footage, which showed 
Walker’s vehicle overtaking the Ram on the 
left, driving through the painted median strip, 
and cutting across Plainfield Pike in front of 
the truck. It then continued into the parking 
lot and in doing so, drove over the curb. 

Surveillance footage also showed Walker 

driving the wrong way through the drive-
through and blocking the Ram from leaving. 
Footage then revealed Walker lunging his 
shoulder into the truck’s mirror. The surveil-
lance tape was inconclusive as to whether 
Walker was holding a weapon, but it did 
show him reaching for his waistband and 
pointing to the truck.	  

Officers determined no accident occurred 
between the two vehicles, that Walker drove 
over the curb on his own and intentionally 
shoved his shoulder into the mirror. 

Based upon the circumstances, Walker was 
charged with filing a false police report and 
disorderly conduct. He later responded to 
police headquarters where he was processed 
and released with a Third District Court sum-
mons as well as a summons for laned road-
way violations. 

POSSESSION
At approximately 3:30 a.m. on March 18, 

officers observed a motor vehicle with no 
front registration plate exiting the parking lot 
of the Killingly Street Shell.  The operator 
also appeared not to be wearing a seat belt. A 
motor vehicle stop was conducted. 

A check of the vehicle’s registration re-
vealed that it was not attached to the correct 
vehicle. Officers made contact with the op-
erator, identified as Marcus Bennett, 28, of 14 
Arch Street in Pawtucket. Officers reported 
that Bennett was not wearing his seatbelt and 
did not have any form of identification on his 
person. He also did not have a bill of sale, 
vehicle title, or registration. When asked if 

there was any contraband in the vehicle, Ben-
nett allegedly stated “You can search it.”

A background check on Bennett’s license 
revealed it to be suspended and found that 
this was his fourth offense. While the regis-
tration plate on the rear of the vehicle was 
active, it was confirmed that it did not belong 
to the vehicle Bennett was driving.

Bennett was asked to exit the vehicle, and a 
search of his person yielded no contraband. A 
search of the vehicle produced a small clear 
plastic bag filled with a powder-like sub-
stance in the driver’s seat area. A later chemi-
cal test found the substance to be cocaine. 

The search also revealed two opened beer 
bottles in the rear of the vehicle; one was 
empty, and the other was half full. However, 
officers reported that at no time did they ob-
serve evidence to believe that Bennett was 
operating the vehicle while under the influ-
ence. 

Bennett’s vehicle was towed from the 
scene. He was transported to police head-
quarters, where he was processed and held 
pending arraignment. He was charged with 
driving with a suspended license and posses-
sion of a schedule 1-V drug (cocaine). He 
was also issued a summons for improper use 
of registration, display of plates, operating a 
vehicle with an unsealed alcoholic beverage, 
and no seat belt.  

Editor’s Note:  The preceding police log 
information has been taken arrest reports 
provided by the Johnston Police Department.

● POLICE LOG from page 2

SunRise Scoops
Support the La Fazia 

Spring Cleaning Drive
Johnston’s own Derek La Fa-

zia, Jr., a 17-year-old La Salle 
Academy student, is once again 
leading the La Fazia Spring 
Cleaning Drive to help individu-
als transitioning from homeless-
ness into stable housing. 
Throughout April, donations of 
essential household cleaning sup-
plies—such as all-purpose clean-
ers, dish soap, paper towels, and 
mops—can be dropped off at La 
Fazia Auto Body, 920 Plainfield 
Street, Monday–Saturday, 9 
a.m.–12 p.m. Monetary dona-
tions are also welcome. Checks 
should be made payable to Cross-
roads Rhode Island (memo: La 
Fazia Spring Cleaning Drive) 
and can be dropped off at La Fa-
zia Auto Body or mailed to 
Crossroads RI, 162 Broad St., 
Providence, RI 02903.

Advanced Birding Course
Enhance your birding knowl-

edge with a five-session course 
led by Dr. Charles Clarkson, Di-
rector of Audubon Avian Re-
search. This program will explore 
bird evolution, behavior, flight, 
and more through three virtual 
Zoom classes and two in-person 
field outings. Sessions will take 
place on, April 7, 22, 26, and 
May 3, 2025, with field locations 
to be determined. The course is 
open to ages 16 and up, with a 
registration fee of $120 for Audu-
bon members and $145 for non-
members. Advance registration is 
required. For more details and to 
sign up, visit asri.org/calendar.

US Coast Guard Auxiliary 
Boating Safety Class

The US Coast Guard Auxiliary, 
Flotilla 07-08, is offering a one-
day boating safety class on Satur-
day, April 12, from 8:00 a.m. to 
5:00 p.m. The class meets all the 
requirements for the Rhode Is-
land Department of Environmen-
tal Management (RIDEM) Boat-
er Safety Identification Card. The 

class will take place at the War-
wick Police Department Com-
munity Room, located at 99 Vet-
erans Memorial Drive, Warwick. 
Please note that seating is limited 
to 22 students, and reserved seat-
ing only—no walk-ins will be 
accepted. To reserve your seat, 
call 508-343-0235 today. Pay-
ment of $50 (cash or check made 
out to USCGAUX Flotilla) will 
be collected from 7:30 a.m. to 
8:00 a.m. before the class begins. 
Please bring a photo ID, as the 
USCG and RI state test will be 
administered during the class. 
Those who pass will receive their 
RI Boating Safety Card by mail 
from the RIDEM. Students are 
encouraged to bring their own 
lunch and note-taking materials.

2025 Johnston T-Ball 
Registration Open

The Johnston Recreation De-
partment is now accepting regis-
trations for the 2025 T-Ball pro-
gram. Open to boys and girls ages 
5 and 6 (as of May 1, 2025), this 
fun and engaging program focus-
es on fundamental skills like 
catching, throwing, and batting, 
with mini-games played toward 
the end of the season. Sessions 
will take place on Saturdays from 
May 3 through June 14. Registra-
tion is available at the Johnston 
Recreation Office, Monday 
through Friday from 8:30 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m. The cost is $80 per child 
and $60 for each additional sib-
ling. The department is also seek-
ing volunteer coaches and pro-
gram sponsors to help support 
youth sports. If you’re interested 
in getting involved, visit johnston-
rec.com for more information.

Youth Track and Field 
Registration Open

Young athletes in grades 1 
through 8 are invited to partici-
pate in the Johnston Recreation 
Department’s Track & Field pro-
gram designed to help them de-
velop running, jumping, and 
throwing skills while staying ac-

tive. The season runs on Tues-
days and Thursdays from April 
22 through June 12. The cost is 
$85 per individual, with a dis-
counted rate of $65 for each ad-
ditional sibling. Please note that 
credit cards are not accepted; 
payments should be made by 
check payable to JYSA. Visit 
johnstonrec.com for more infor-
mation.

Soul of ‘71 Scholarship Fund
The Johnston High School 

Class of 1971 established The 
Soul of 1971 Scholarship at The 
Rhode Island Foundation.  The 
class has already awarded schol-
arships to JHS seniors.  The Class 
of ‘71 is the first class in the his-
tory of the Johnston School Sys-
tem to establish a scholarship 
fund which will last forever.  For 
additional information, contact 
Harold J. Hemberger Fund Chair-
man at hembergerharold@gmail.
com     All funds on deposit are 
managed by The Rhode Island 
Foundation. 

Track Rhode Island’s 
Herring Population

Join the effort to monitor river 
herring migration this spring by 
participating in a quick and easy 
conservation project! Volunteers 
spend just 10 minutes counting 
herring as they swim upstream to 
spawn, recording their observa-
tions to support DEM fisheries 
biologists. Counts take place at 
fish ladders across the state from 
April 1st through May, anytime 
between sunrise and sunset. No 
experience is needed, but new 
volunteers must complete a waiv-
er and training. Open to ages 
12+, with sites in Wakefield, 
Warwick, Providence, and East 
Providence. For more details, 
email DEM.DFWvolunteer@
dem.ri.gov  

Osprey Nest Monitoring
The Audubon Society is seek-

ing adult volunteers for its Os-
prey Nest Monitoring Program 

throughout the summer, one of 
Rhode Island’s longest-running 
avian research efforts. This free 
one-hour training session will 
teach participants how to observe 
and record data on Osprey nests, 
contributing to important conser-
vation efforts. Training sessions 
will be held on April 3, 2025, 
from 6:00 to 7:00 PM at South 
Kingstown Land Trust in South 
Kingstown, RI; and April 5, 
2025, from 1:00 to 2:00 PM at 
Powder Mill Ledges Wildlife 
Refuge in Smithfield, RI. Volun-
teers will have the opportunity to 
learn about the natural history of 
these amazing birds while play-
ing a crucial role in monitoring 
their population. To register, visit 
asri.org/calendar.

COBSJ Free Concert
The Chamber Orchestra of 

Barrington at St. John’s invites 
the community to its final concert 
of the season on Sunday, April 
27, 2025, at 3 p.m. at St. John’s 
Episcopal Church in Barrington. 
This special performance will 
mark the conclusion of founding 
Music Director Edward Mark-
ward’s distinguished eight-year 
tenure. The program will feature 
a selection of outstanding music 
by Mozart and Ives, along with 
the world premiere of Barrington, 
a new composition by Kari Juu-
sela, COBSJ’s composer and 
principal cellist. Admission is 
free, and all are welcome to en-
joy an afternoon of live orches-
tral music.

Editor’s Note: To submit your 
news to Scoops, send information 
and photos to Tim at timf@
beaconmediari.com by Friday at 
3 p.m. to appear in the following 
week’s edition. Items can include 
community and school event 
announcements and calls for 
volunteers. Submissions may be 
edited for space and are not 
guaranteed to run. To guarantee 
space, please call 401-732-3100 
and ask to place an advertisement. 



Johnston SunRise 7Thursday, April 3, 2025

Legal 
Notices

Town of Johnston

Notice is given pursuant to Rhode 
Island General Law § 3-5-17 that the 
Johnston Town Council, sitting as the 
Liquor Licensing Commission under 
Title 3 Chapter 5 of the Rhode Island 
General Laws of 1956, as amended, 
shall hold a Public Hearing on April 
14th, 2025 at 7:00 p.m. at the John-
ston Municipal Court Building, 1600 
Atwood Avenue, Johnston, RI. 
The purpose of the Public Hearing is 
to consider the following application 
for a liquor license.

Applicant: Mario Mennella
Business Name: M & M Group, LLC 
  d/b/a Ember to Ash
Location: 23 Greenville Avenue
  Johnston, RI  02919
License Type: Class C - Liquor License- 

Remonstrants are entitled to be 
heard before the granting of the li-
cense.
Individuals requesting interpreter 
service for the hearing impaired 
must notify the Office of the Town 
Clerk seventy-two hours in advance 
of the meeting date.

Per Order:
Johnston Town Council
Robert V. Russo, Council President

3/27, 4/3/25

Town of Johnston

Notice is given pursuant to Rhode 
Island General Law § 3-5-17 that the 
Johnston Town Council, sitting as the 
Liquor Licensing Commission under 
Title 3 Chapter 5 of the Rhode Island 
General Laws of 1956, as amended, 
shall hold a Public Hearing on April 
14th, 2025 at 7:00 p.m. at the John-
ston Municipal Court Building, 1600 
Atwood Avenue, Johnston, RI. 
The purpose of the Public Hearing is 
to consider the following application 
for a liquor license.

Applicant:	 Malasy	Vongthavanh
Business	Name:	Malasy,	LLC	
	 	 	 d/b/a	Baylee	Thai	
	 	 	 Cuisine	2
Location:	 1369	Hartford	Avenue
	 	 	 Johnston,	RI		02919
License	Type:	 Class	BV-Full	-	
	 	 	 Liquor	License-	

Remonstrants are entitled to be 
heard before the granting of the li-
cense.
Individuals requesting interpreter 
service for the hearing impaired 
must notify the Office of the Town 
Clerk seventy-two hours in advance 
of the meeting date.

Per Order:
Johnston Town Council
Robert V. Russo, Council President

3/27, 4/3/25

Town of Johnston

Notice is given pursuant to Rhode 
Island General Law § 3-5-17 that the 
Johnston Town Council, sitting as the 
Liquor Licensing Commission under 
Title 3 Chapter 5 of the Rhode Island 
General Laws of 1956, as amended, 
shall hold a Public Hearing on April 
14th, 2025 at 7:00 p.m. at the John-
ston Municipal Court Building, 1600 
Atwood Avenue, Johnston, RI. 
The purpose of the Public Hearing is 
to consider the following application 
for a liquor license.

Applicant:	 Mahesh	Kollu
Business	Name:	Indian	Spice	Co,	LLC
	 	 	 d/b/a	Empire	Biryani	&
	 	 	 Grille
Transfer	From:	 Duffs,	LLC	
	 	 	 d/b/a	Taco	Barn
Location:	 198	Putnam	Pike
	 	 	 Johnston,	RI		02919
License	Type:	 Class	BV-Full	-	
	 	 	 Liquor	License-	
	 	 	 Transfer	of	Ownership

Remonstrants are entitled to be 
heard before the granting of the li-
cense.
Individuals requesting interpreter 
service for the hearing impaired 
must notify the Office of the Town 
Clerk seventy-two hours in advance 
of the meeting date.

Per Order:
Johnston Town Council
Robert V. Russo, Council President

3/27, 4/3/25
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Obituaries
In your time of need, the Johnston Sun Rise will 
print your loved one’s full obituary for a small charge. 
The paper also places the obituary on our website, 
johnstonsunrise.net.
Should you desire our services, kindly inform your 
funeral director, or call (401) 732-3100 or email 
Obits@rhodybeat.com for additional information. 
Obituary prices start at $60. You may include the 
obituary in any of our other newspapers for half price.

 – Thank you

Honor Flight “Charlie,” the 32nd Honor Flight for 
veterans since retired Providence Fire Chief 
George Farrell started the flights to Washing-

ton, D.C. in 2012, departed early Sunday from Rhode 
Island T.F. Green International Airport.

 A total of 34 veterans, including two World War II 
veterans, attended the daylong event that featured not 
only visits to national war monuments but cherry blos-
soms and lunch at VFW Post 3150 in Arlington,  

Virginia. 
The flight was named “Charlie” in honor of North 

Providence Mayor Charles Lombardi, whose founda-
tion was a major sponsor. Farrell said the Rhode Island 
Fire Chiefs Honor Flight Hub is still accepting applica-
tions for the next flight on Sept. 27. He added, “We 
couldn’t do what we do as well as we do it without 
PVD airport team.” Beacon Media text and photos by 
John Howell

Charlie went, too
34 veterans head to Washington on Honor Flight

North Providence Mayor Charlie Lombardi gives 
an interview before departing on Sunday’s Honor 
Flight.

Scouts lined the escalator leading to the T.F. Green 
departure gate to wish veterans a safe trip to the 
nation’s capital early Sunday morning.

WWII veteran Wilfred Barbeau, who will celebrate his 100th birthday this month, took out his clarinet and 
played along with bagpiper Allen Manley and the rest of the bagpipers who joined in at a Southwest 
Airlines departure gate at Rhode Island T.F. Green International Airport early Sunday.

By TIM FORSBERG

A bill recently sponsored by Repre-
sentative Ramon A. Perez (D-Dist. 13, 
Providence, Johnston) aims to amend 
standards and procedures for allowing 
conjugal visits at state correctional fa-
cilities. The proposed legislation is 
scheduled for a hearing on Thursday, 
April 3 at the Rise of the House in the 
House Lounge.

If enacted, the bill would amend the 
General Laws under the “Corrections 
Department” to include amendments for 
conjugal visits. Under the proposed law, 
conjugal visits would not be recorded or 

monitored by video surveillance. How-
ever, the exchange of contraband during 
visits would be strictly prohibited and 
could result in disciplinary action for 
both the inmate and the visitor.

The bill outlines that conjugal visits 
would have a maximum duration of four 
hours, with each inmate permitted up to 
six visits per year. The warden or build-
ing director of a state correctional facil-
ity would have the authority to suspend 
visits if an inmate is deemed a danger to 
themselves or others and upon making 
that determination, may entirely suspend 
conjugal visits during a calendar year. 
However, each inmate would receive at 

least one visit per calendar year unless 
specific safety concerns arise as men-
tioned.

Scheduling a conjugal visit would re-
quire adherence to the Department of 
Corrections’ established rules and proce-
dures. This process would include regis-
tering in the inmate visitation system, 
providing a marriage certificate, submit-
ting a visitor registration form, and con-
firming the visit with the specific facili-
ty.

The Department of Corrections would 
be responsible for implementing the 
policy, including training staff and en-
forcing rules regarding conjugal visita-

tion. The bill, if passed, would take ef-
fect on January 1, 2026.

A bill sponsored by Rep. Ramon A. 
Perez (D-Dist. 13, Providence, John-
ston), which sets standards and proce-
dures to allow and implement conjugal 
visitation at state correctional facilities, 
is set to be heard. 

On  Thursday, April 3, at the Rise of 
the House at approximately 5 p.m. in the 
House Lounge, the committee will meet 
to hear public testimony. Should the pro-
posal go through procedures and be ap-
proved, the act shall take effect on Janu-
ary 1, 2026.

Conjugal visitation for state inmates bill proposed

The Rhode Island Division of 
Motor Vehicles (RI DMV) is warn-
ing residents about a widespread 
text message scam known as 
“smishing,” which falsely claims 
recipients have unpaid tolls and 
must make an immediate payment 
to avoid RI DMV restrictions.

Customers have reported receiv-
ing messages referencing E-ZPass 
and DMV restrictions on their li-
cense, with a link to a fraudulent 
website. These messages are not 
legitimate and should be ignored. 
Clicking any links may expose indi-
viduals to identity theft, malware, 
or financial fraud.

“Scammers are using fear tactics 
to trick people into providing per-

sonal and financial information,” 
said DMV Administrator Walter R. 
Craddock. “The Rhode Island Turn-
pike and Bridge Authority and the 
RI DMV do not send text messages 
demanding payment for tolls or 
concerning your DMV records and 
driving privileges,” explained Crad-
dock. “We urge all Rhode Islanders 
to stay vigilant and verify their toll 
balances and driving privileges 
through official sources only.”

How to Protect Yourself from 
Smishing Scams

Do not click on any links in unex-
pected or suspicious text messages.

Be aware that official toll invoic-

es and DMV related information is 
sent via mail, not text messages.

Verify your E-ZPass account only 
through www.ezpassritba.com.

Report fraudulent messages to the 
FBI’s Internet Crime Complaint 
Center  (www.ic3.gov) or forward 
them to 7726 (SPAM) to notify 
your mobile provider.

Rhode Island residents who have 
concerns about their DMV records 
should utilize our  Online DMV 
Customer Portal to view license and 
registration status, expiration dates, 
and any blocks or suspensions.

For more Division of Motor  
Vehicles information, please vis-
it www.dmv.ri.gov.

DMV warns of fraudulent text message scam
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FOR SALE

Call 401.500.6854
$8500

One owner 100th 
anniversary Harley 
Fat Boy. It’s a rare 
burgundy red color.

Recently serviced, 
always done at the 
Harley dealership. 

Like new condition. 
3200 miles.

2003 HARLEY-DAVIDSON 100TH ANNIVERSARY FAT BOY

structure and build a 
smaller building. 

The plan also includes 
removing a large portion 
of the existing property’s 
paved lot, which will al-
low for some additional 
green space and tree 
plantings that may help 
mitigate some of the 
flooding in the area. After 
lengthy discussions about 
curb cuts on Atwood Av-
enue and Carding Lane, 
along with addressing po-

tential traffic concerns, 
the board recommended 
approval at this stage, 
which also included a fa-
vorable recommendation 
from Thomas Deller, di-
rector of development and 
public services. 

Should Quick Lube be 
granted additional ap-
provals by the town, they 
plan construction as soon 
as possible within the next 
six to nine months. 

John and Jennica 
Thibodeau of 168 Morgan 
Ave. sought approval to 
establish a chiropractic 
office in their completed 
basement.  John 
Thibodeau, a chiropractor 
currently practicing in 
Warwick, looks to estab-
lish his own practice and 
wants to use his furnished 
home basement to build 
his own client base prior 
to moving to a larger fa-
cility.

Zoning board members 
questioned Thibodeau re-

garding his driveway size, 
which can hold six cars, 
traffic concerns caused by 
an influx of patients, and 
the home’s compliance 
with the Americans with 
Disabilities Act for ease 
of access. Thibodeau stat-
ed that, at a maximum, he 
would see approximately 
16 clients a day should his 
practice become success-
ful. At that time, he would 
seek to move from his 
basement office into a 
larger commercial facili-
ty. 

Thibodeau said that his 
new office would be open 
three days a week, Mon-
day, Tuesday, and Thurs-
day, and that parking 
would not be an issue 
based on patient appoint-
ment timing and the size 
of his driveway. The 
board provided initial 
zoning approval with the 
stipulation that no more 
than 48 clients be seen at 
the office during the 

week. 
Ryan McKeon and 

Amanda Jayal applied for 
a dimensional variance to 
subdivide the property lo-
cated at 98 Peck Hill Rd. 
This would create a sec-
ond lot of approximately 
36,600 feet, a size that 
would not meet the mini-
mum lot requirements un-
der the town’s zoning 
regulations. The purpose 
of the division was to con-
struct a single-family 
home for the applicants. 
After hearing concerns 
from a neighbor regarding 
the placement of the 
home, and considering a 
favorable recommenda-
tion from Deller, the 
board agreed to the subdi-
vision of the lot for pur-
poses described. 

The board’s recommen-
dations mark the first step 
in the approval process 
for these new business 
ventures and residential 
development.

● ZONING from page 1

He called those grants “basically a con-
tract and not new aid.”

Neronha also touched on the disman-
tling of agencies, saying they “can’t be 
cut by 50% and do the same level of 
work.”

In the case of the Department of Educa-
tion, Neronha said in a recent release that 
massive layoffs “will severely undermine 
the department’s ability to perform basic 
functions, functions upon which Ameri-
can families rely. Kids with special needs 
who require speech therapy and IEPs and 
transportation; kids in rural communities 

whose districts rely on federal help to 
keep up; kids from underserved commu-
nities; those who require vocational reha-
bilitation services; the list goes on.”

In a discussion following the meeting, 
Neronha didn’t hesitate to say that in ad-
dition to stripping away the authority of 
Congress, Trump is going after the courts.

“If the courts don’t stand up to him, 
he’ll do it,” he said.

But then if the Department of Justice 
has been compromised, what power do 
courts have to enforce the law?

Neronha said he would hope that the 
people would see what’s happening and 
stand up.

● NERONHA from page 1

“The temporary restraining order 
was granted by the court, basically 
pressing pause for everything while 
we prepare for a motion for pre-
liminary injunction. That is sched-
uled for April,” Valois said.

Valois expressed confidence in 
the land owners’ legal footing, an-
ticipating that evidence will demon-
strate the town’s lack of good faith. 
She noted that text and social media 
messages from the mayor will be 
examined during discovery. 

“All of the evidence that we’ve 
seen up to this point, the mayor’s 
own statements, everything points 
to the fact that this is a pretext. It’s 
a sham,” she said. “They don’t like 
the State of Rhode Island’s law that 
was passed to basically increase af-
fordable housing.”

Asked whether the property own-
ers have any other plans to develop 
affordable housing in town, Valois 
said her clients own several pieces 
of property. 

Valois recounted her visit to the 
property and her conversations with 
Sal Compagnone, one of the devel-
opers, noting the deep roots the 
family has in the community. They 
had built properties and they were 
hardworking people who had lived 
in the area, she said. 

The Pacific Legal Foundation has 
posted its own story about the case 
on its website, identifying the de-
velopers as “Ralph, his wife Su-
zanne, his sister Lucille, and long-
time friend Sal Compagnone.”

“They’ve been putting together 
this piece of property for years,” 
Valois said. “Our clients [and] their 
fathers had worked together to ac-
quire some of this property. So this 
is a multi-decade project that has 
been put together.”

Valois countered the mayor’s 

suggestion of single-family homes 
at the site, arguing it would be fi-
nancially unrealistic given the pro-
posed estimated $600,000 homes 
recommended be developed. 	

According to Valois, Compag-
none sees the project as an opportu-
nity to create accessible housing for 
various demographics seeking af-
fordable living options. Valois fur-
ther emphasized the Compagnone 
family’s commitment to maintain-
ing their rental properties. The fam-
ily has a long-standing reputation as 
attentive and responsible landlords, 
with many long-term, satisfied ten-
ants in other properties. 

When asked about the broader 
implications of the case, Valois ref-
erenced the 2005 U.S. Supreme 
Court decision in Kelo v. City of 
New London, which allowed busi-
nesses to acquire property through 
eminent domain. She noted that the 
eminent domain process needed re-
vamping to prevent private entities 
from easily acquiring property.	

Valois also emphasized the im-
portance of transparency when the 
government exercises eminent do-
main, saying that the government 
“should be forthright” when it needs 
to take property. The outcome of the 
case could set a precedent for how 
affordable housing projects interact 
with eminent domain regulations, 
potentially influencing policy dis-
cussions both within Rhode Island 
and in other states. 

“With this weird resolution that 
was passed where they picked and 
chose certain statutes that they 
liked, none of that discussion hap-
pened up front,” she said. “That 
discussion is important because 
eminent domain should be a very 
last resort, because it is a forced 
sale.”

She noted that her clients are not 
yet focused on what property com-

pensation from the town could be, 
as they are still aiming to retain and 
develop the property. Valois also 
noted that, despite facing opposi-
tion, her clients have felt a growing 
sense of support from the public.

“I think our clients feel support-
ed, I think they finally feel heard 
because for a long time, unless you 
have a media platform to stand on, 
it’s really someone else on Twitter 
sharing their side of the story,” 
Valois said. “I think they finally feel 
like someone is at least listening to 
them when they’re shouting into the 
wind that the government is trying 
to take something that’s so impor-
tant from them.” 

Valois acknowledged that while 
the court case continues, there is 
still a long road ahead with poten-
tial appeals.  She highlighted the 
future impact of a favorable ruling. 

“If we were to win at the First 
Circuit, for example, that would set 
up a split between the First and Sec-
ond Circuits. The Second Circuit 
heard a case not too long ago called 
Southfield Development that went 
against the property owners,” she 
noted.

Valois emphasized that the Pacif-
ic Legal Foundation is dedicated to 
supporting clients throughout the 
legal process, regardless of the 
challenges. She said the firm has 
taken 20 cases to the U.S. Supreme 
Court and won 18. As long as her 
clients are willing to fight, she as-
serted her firm will stand beside 
them. They are not charging their 
clients for services rendered. 

“I think the biggest thing is just 
stressing that eminent domain – like 
I said, it’s an awesome power and it 
can happen to anyone,” Valois said. 
“It raises the question of what type 
of care would you like to receive 
from the government if you were in 
this situation?”

● CHALLENGE from page 1
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Licensed and 
Insured 
Arborist

Specializing 
in Climbing

A Care Tree Service

401-932-3541

Monsignor DeAngelis Manor
is now

ACCEPTING 
APPLICATIONS FOR

TWO BEDROOM 
APARTMENTS

Msgr. DeAngelis Manor, is located on 
Wakefield Street in West Warwick, centrally 
located on the bus route and nearby stores. 

Financed by the U.S. Department of Housing 
and Urban Development for the elderly and 

disabled 62 years old and over.

Please enquire now at
RHM Management Co.

401-828-8040

smithreglazing.comsmithreglazing.com
LSmith@smithreglazing.comLSmith@smithreglazing.com

Licensed and Insured #45582

The Community College of 
Rhode Island (CCRI) is set to host 
its annual Student and Alumni Job 
Fair on Thursday, April 3, offering a 
prime opportunity to network with 
leading employers from various in-
dustries.

The job fair will take place from 
10:15 a.m. to 1 p.m. and is open to 
CCRI students, alumni, and work-
force participants of all experience 
levels. The event is free to attend, 
and participants are encouraged to 
dress professionally and bring mul-
tiple copies of their resumes to 
maximize their networking poten-
tial.

This year’s event, held at the 
CCRI Knight Campus in Warwick, 
marks the largest job fair the col-
lege has hosted in years. More than 
80 employers from industries such 
as healthcare, education, business, 
technology, and hospitality will be 
in attendance, providing a broad 
range of job opportunities. In an ef-
fort to expand career prospects for 
attendees, CCRI has partnered with 
the Rhode Island League of Cities 
and Towns, inviting municipalities 

to showcase their job openings. 
This collaboration aims to connect 
CCRI students and alumni with ca-
reers in public service, addressing a 
growing need for employees in the 
field.

For those looking to prepare, 
CCRI’s Career Services offers re-
sources such as resume tips and job 
fair preparation advice. More infor-
mation and event registration can be 
found at ccri.edu/careerservices.

OPEN HOUSE
CCRI also invites prospective 

students and their families to ex-
plore academic and career opportu-
nities at its annual Spring Open 
House on Saturday, April 5. The 
event, held at the Knight Campus in 
Warwick from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., 
offers attendees a chance to connect 
with faculty, staff, and current stu-
dents while learning about the wide 
range of programs and student ser-
vices available at the college.

Visitors will have the opportunity 
to tour the campus, discover aca-
demic pathways, and explore finan-
cial aid options, including eligibili-

ty for free tuition through RI Prom-
ise and Fresh Start. Those interested 
in getting a head start on their edu-
cation can also learn about early 
college programs and seamless 
transfer opportunities to Rhode Is-
land College or the University of 
Rhode Island through the Joint Ad-
missions Agreement. As an added 
benefit, attendees will be able to 
apply to CCRI for free during the 
event.

CCRI, which serves nearly 
18,000 students in degree and cer-
tificate programs and an additional 
8,500 in workforce development 
and adult education, has built a 
strong reputation for providing ac-
cessible, high-quality education. 
With four campuses across the state 
and flexible online, hybrid, and in-
person learning options, the college 
continues to support students in 
achieving their academic and career 
goals.

For more information or to regis-
ter for the Spring Open House, visit 
www.ccri.edu/onestop/admissions/
openhouse.html.
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Johnston High 
School is set to pres-
ent Paul Zindel’s ac-
claimed play The Ef-

fect of Gamma Rays on 
Man-in-the-Moon Mari-
golds on Thursday and 
Friday, April 10 and 11. 

The play tells the story 
of a dysfunctional family 
led by Beatrice, a mental-
ly abusive mother whose 
life has been marked by 
failure and hardship. Her 
struggles have left her 
seemingly incapable of 
providing love and sup-
port to her daughters, 
Ruth and Matilda. 

The focus of the story is 
Tillie (Matilda), whose 
passion for science and 
learning serves as a means 
of escape from her chal-
lenging home life. The 
metaphor that drives the 
play is Tillie’s science 
project, which demon-
strates the effects of gam-
ma radiation on marigold 
seeds: some seeds grow 
normally, others mutate 
into unusual forms, while 
those closest to the gam-
ma source perish or de-
velop as dwarfed plants.

The cast features Jay 
Khun as Beatrice, Caro-
line McCormack as Tillie, 
Chelsea Maranhao as 
Ruth, and Katelyn Loffler 
as Janice Vickery. The 
production is led by stu-
dent producer Isabella 
Ricci, with set construc-
tion by Nicholas Williams 
and sound engineering by 
Rayven Russell. The play 
also features original inci-
dental music composed by 
Phoenix Russell, a mem-
ber of the Class of 2024.

Auditions for the pro-
duction were held in early 
December, and rehearsals 

began in January. Along-
side the play, the drama 
club is preparing for its 
upcoming Friday Night 
Live sketch show, sched-
uled for Friday, May 9. 
The show will feature col-
laborations with Winsor 
Hill and Barnes Elemen-
tary Schools, and the club 
hopes to involve addition-
al district schools as well.

With a talented cast and 
crew, The Effect of Gam-
ma Rays on Man-in-the-
Moon Marigolds promises 
to be a thought-provoking 
and memorable produc-
tion.

Tickets for the perfor-
mance are available for $7 
in advance and $12 at the 
door, with general admis-
sion seating. For ticket in-
formation or to purchase 
in advance, contact 
rlamoureux@johnston
schools.org.
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Lifestyles

April is National Poetry Month, and locally a 
journal is currently seeking submissions for 
its first issue. Prudence Dispatch is a family 
affair—George Shuster is an editor, and his 

wife Stephanie Van Patten is the copy editor and 
publication designer. Their daughters, Greta and 
Georgia are also editors.

 The journal is named for Chippaquasett, also known 
as Prudence Island, where the Warwick-based family 
has vacationed for many summers and where they 
bought a home in 2019. They spent their 2020 lockdown 
on the island and still visit whenever they can.

“We’ve been going there since the summer before I 
was born,” said Georgia, currently a senior at St. 
George’s School in Newport. “I just love how secluded 
it is.  There’s nothing out there besides one general 
store. It really gives you time to think. Island time is a 
big cliché, but it really feels like time just stops on the 
island.”

 “We started going there because it was easy to get 
to, but it feels like a completely different place when 
you’re there,” says George. “Now it’s a common place 
where we can all find time to gather.” He notes that the 
island is only one mile off the coast of Warwick Neck, 
but that most people from Warwick have never been 
there. (To be fair, the ferry to the island only runs from 
Bristol.)

 The Shusters are eleventh- and twelfth-generation 
descendants of John Winthrop, the early New England 

colonist who settled the southern half of the island. 
“We’ve always known that he was our ancestor,” 
George says, “but we didn’t know that part of his 
history. It’s incredible that he was drawn to this place 
and that nearly four hundred years later we were drawn 
to the same place.”

Greta Shuster is currently in Maine, where she is 
currently an Environmental Studies major at Bates 
College with a concentration in the humanities. A 
former Beacon Media intern, she is currently working 
on a senior project about how poetry can help people 
overcome environmental disasters.

 “A good poem has something at stake,” Greta said. 
“I keep coming back to a poem if there’s something 

emotionally contentious in it.”
 All three editors are also poets themselves, and each 

of the Shusters gave a different answer when asked 
what types of poems interest them. George likes poems 
that tackle tough issues but still use formal conventions, 
citing as an example the ghazal. (A definition from The 
Poetry Foundation: “Consisting of syntactically and 
grammatically complete couplets, the form also has an 
intricate rhyme scheme. Each couplet ends on the same 
word or phrase—the radif—and is preceded by the 
couplet’s rhyming word—the qafia, which appears 
twice in the first couplet. The last couplet includes a 
proper name, often of the poet’s.”)

 Georgia, meanwhile, likes poems that she finds 
personally relatable – references to the ocean, or where 
she can find a little bit of herself in the words. And 
Greta likes brevity. “I’m often drawn to poems that are 
six to ten lines long, without excess language that 
distracts from the central meaning of the poem.”

 “I think something really valuable about the Prudence 
Dispatch is that we have three different people at three 
different stages of life selecting the poems,” Greta said. 
“Our editorial process is kind of interesting. Because 
we’re in three different places, we read separately and 
then advocate for the poems that we like.”

 Each monthly-ish editorial session results in two or 
three poems being selected for the issue. “We don’t 
have to all like a poem to get it published,” said 
Georgia.

 All three Shusters, however, stress the importance of 
place in writing.

 “We’re looking for poems that connect nature with 
the human experience,” said George. “Which is an 
extremely broad theme.”

 So far the journal has received over one hundred 
submissions, though surprisingly few from local poets.

 “We are trying in this next push over April and May 
to find ways to solicit more local poets,” George says. 
“We’d love to get more local submissions.”

 “I would definitely echo that sentiment,” adds Greta. 
“New England has a lot of natural components that are 
worth writing about! But it’s a very small percentage of 
the submissions that we’ve seen so far.”

 The Shusters hope to release the journal twice a year, 
alternating three months of reading with three months 
of assembly and release. Submissions for the premiere 
issue will be accepted until May 31. To learn more visit 
www.prudencedispatch.com.

New poetry journal launches this summer
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We’re looking for 
poems that connect 

nature with the human 
experience, which is an 
extremely broad theme.

The Sandy Point
Lighthouse on Prudence 

Island. Photo from
www.prudencedispatch.com.
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New poetry journal launches this summer

The smell of BBQ fills the air as you enter Wilbury’s 
theatre space at the Waterfire Center.

Scenic Designer Shanel LaShay Smith has created an 
urban back yard decorated for a family celebration, com-
plete with balloons, karaoke machine and a table full of 
ribs and potato salad.

Juicy, a queer black man, (Dana 
Reid) is setting up for the party 
when he is visited by the ghost of 
his father who is seeking revenge 
for his murder by Uncle Rev, who 
has married Juicy’s mother.

Sound familiar?
Sounds very much like the plot 

for Shakespeare’s “Hamlet,” which 
Gamm opens next week.

Playwright James Ijames has 
taken many liberties in writing the 
tragicomedy to parallel the classic, creating modern char-
acters who reveal their culture, heritage and personal lives, 
creating a dysfunctional family much like Hamlet’s.

Maria Albertina plays Tedra, Juicy’s mother, who 
spreads her sexuality and affection for her new husband.

Juicy is torn between his love for his mother, his con-
science and orders from his ghost father to kill Rev (Jer-
maine L. Pearson).

Others show up for the party, including Juicy’ s pal Tio 
(Jeff Ararat), his gay cousin Opal (Autumn Jefferson), 
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The smell of BBQ fills the air as you enter Wilbury’s 
theatre space at the Waterfire Center.

Scenic Designer Shanel LaShay Smith has created an 
urban back yard decorated for a family celebration, com-
plete with balloons, karaoke machine and a table full of 
ribs and potato salad.

Juicy, a queer black man, (Dana 
Reid) is setting up for the party 
when he is visited by the ghost of 
his father who is seeking revenge 
for his murder by Uncle Rev, who 
has married Juicy’s mother.

Sound familiar?
Sounds very much like the plot 

for Shakespeare’s “Hamlet,” which 
Gamm opens next week.

Playwright James Ijames has 
taken many liberties in writing the 
tragicomedy to parallel the classic, creating modern char-
acters who reveal their culture, heritage and personal lives, 
creating a dysfunctional family much like Hamlet’s.

Maria Albertina plays Tedra, Juicy’s mother, who 
spreads her sexuality and affection for her new husband.

Juicy is torn between his love for his mother, his con-
science and orders from his ghost father to kill Rev (Jer-
maine L. Pearson).

Others show up for the party, including Juicy’ s pal Tio 
(Jeff Ararat), his gay cousin Opal (Autumn Jefferson), 

Marine cousin Larry (Mamadou Toure) and Aunt Rabby 
(Michelle L. Walker).

All have secrets which are revealed, as playwright 
Ijames cleverly works in how life can be difficult for 
Black families as the young have a different set of values 

that often conflict with the previous 
generation.

As the play deals with the vari-
ous life expectations the characters 
have, it raises serious questions 
while never losing its sense of hu-
mor.

Juicy has moments where he 
brings his brief soliloquies directly 
to the audience, often asking our 
opinion and approval.

“The plays the thing. . .” is the 
turning point is Shakespeare’s ver-

sion, where he confronts his uncle to find out the truth.
Juicy uses the game of charades.
The play has two clever endings: One dramatic and the 

other hilarious, thanks to some careful direction from Don 
Mays.

“Fat Ham” is different. It is challenging. It is R rated but 
does show some restraint in its language.

It is not to be missed.
At Wilbury Theatre. Visit wilburytheatre.com for tickets 

and show times.

Wilbury’s ‘Fat Ham’ – a big 
fat fantastic parody
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Spring is in the air! Even though we get some spring 
downpours from time to time, there are fi nally fl owers, and 
sunshine, and chirping birds, and more hours of daylight . . 
. AND, there is also mud, and grass stains, and piles of dirty, 
sweaty clothes. No doubt about it, with warm weather comes 
more time spent outside, and with more time spent outside 
comes more LAUNDRY! Spring sports and spring excursions 
and spring holidays all equal more need (and less time) for 
those unavoidable chores – like doing the wash!

Why battle the laundry this spring when you have the able 
and ready hands of Kaushal Jain of Jain’s Laundry? Jain’s 
Laundry is a busy and convenient Laundromat located right off  
Route 44 in Johnston. For an incredible .89 per pound, Kaushal 
will wash, soften, dry, and even fold your laundry – all in one 
day - at this user-friendly, clean and effi  cient Laundromat.

Not only is this an amazing time-saving service, but this 
price also covers the cost of the softener, bleach, soap and 
hangers! The math is simple enough – ten pounds of dirty 
clothes, dropped off  in the morning and ready to go by the 
end of baseball practice – all for $8.90. Fifteen pounds of 
dirty clothes, dropped off  on the way to work and ready to go 
by dinner – all for less than $14.00! In the age of rising cost 
everywhere, it is nice to know that Jain’s Laundry has made 
such a necessary chore so aff ordable.

For the most competitive prices in the area, you will fi nd 
both the wash-fold, same-day service off ered by Kaushal 
here at Jain’s Laundry as well as a room full of coin-operated 
washers and dryers for the “do-it-yourselfers”. If you are short 
quarters, the Jain’s have got you covered. A change machine 

that accepts up to a $20.00 bill is available here..
There are also large capacity machines available for all size 

loads, from 25 pounds to 65 pounds. The top loading machines 
are available here for only $2.25 per load. The laundromat 
boasts state-of-the-art dryers which are incredibly effi  cient, 
rotating both clockwise and counter-clockwise to prevent that 
annoying bunching and twisting that make drying uneven in 
conventional dryers. Such a bang for your hard-earned buck.

There is plenty of parking and a helpful staff  here, ready to 

meet the needs of both residential and commercial customers. 
You can stay in their clean waiting area between cycles or leave 
and return between loads. There is always someone there to 
keep an eye on your clothes or help you as needed.

Jain’s Laundry is found in the Plaza 44 shopping plaza. It is 
handicap accessible, and open seven days each week - from 
8 am to 9 pm, Monday through Friday, and 7 am to 8 pm on 
Saturday and Sunday. For more information about the services 
that are available, call 401-231-7019. 
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Convenient to US Hwy 6 and I-295 in Johnston, RI
54 Old Pocasset Road | briarclifferi.com

CALL 401.944.2450
TO SCHEDULE A
PERSONAL TOUR

THE PRESERVE AT BRIARCLIFFE
Supportive Independent and Assisted Living

★Lowest $ In Town★
New

State-of-the-Art
Equipment —

Same Old Prices!

Jain’s Laundry
Plaza 44 • 39 Putnam Pike • Johnston • 231-7019

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8am-9pm; Sat. & Sun. 7am-8pm

WASH • DRY • FOLD
Drop Off Service
only 89¢ per lb.

Includes Softener, Bleach, Soap & Hangers
Same Day Service

ADVANTAGE
KITCHENS, BATHS, COUNTERTOPS & FLOORS

Value, Service & Quality
Design & Contractor Services

One-Stop-Shop Direct
“MAKING KITCHENS AND BATHS
AFFORDABLE FOR EVERYONE!”

(401)4130426
advantagebcf.com

1302 Atwood Avenue • Johnston, RI • (401) 942-1234
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5-8pm • Full Menu Available
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Schedule Your
Private Event Here! 
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NOW BOOKING INTERIOR and EXTERIOR 
SPRING PROJECTS

“Products and Services From One Source”

946-5070 or  265-5095
cranstonpaintri.com
386 ATWOOD AVENUE, CRANSTON, RI

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED RI REG. #37080

Celebrating Celebrating 
30 30 
Years!Years!
1995-20251995-2025

DONNA ZARRELLA
advertising director

DonnaZ@rhodybeat.com
401-732-3100

1944 WARWICK AVENUE, WARWICK, RHODE ISLAND  02889

WARWICK BEACON • JOHNSTON SUN RISE
CRANSTON HERALD • THE REMINDER
RHODE ISLAND NEWSPAPER GROUP

BEACON MEDIA

SHERRI LEO
ADVERTISING ACCOUNT EXECUTIVE

sherril@beaconmediari.com
P: 401-732-3100

1944 WARWICK AVENUE, WARWICK, RHODE ISLAND  02889

WARWICK BEACON • JOHNSTON SUN RISE
CRANSTON HERALD • THE REMINDER
RHODE ISLAND NEWSPAPER GROUP

BEACON MEDIA

�����������������
�������������
���
����

����������������
������

�����������
��������
����

��



732-3100

Your �
	���
��������
is reading...



Johnston SunRise 13Thursday, April 3, 2025

Spports

Which teams will 
contend this spring? 
Spring sports are of-

ficially underway 
and as always, our 

three communities will 
be well represented 
across the board.

It’s early, but here is 
my outlook on some of 
our teams as we head in-
to the final season of the 
school year.

For baseball, the de-
fending champion Bish-
op Hendricken Hawks 
will be intriguing, to say 
the least, as they look to 
go back to back.

The Hawks graduated 
last year’s MVP Griffin 
Crain, who was their best 
pitcher and hitter all sea-
son. Returning, though, 
will be Braeden Camp-
bell and of course, 
Vanderbilt-commit Pat-

rick Clemmey.
Clemmey is returning 

from Tommy John sur-
gery and is expected to 
be ready to go as the 
team’s ace. His brother 
wound up being drafted 
in the second round a 
few years ago and Pat-
rick appears to be a car-
bon copy. The lefty is 
6-foot-5 with a 95-mph 
fastball. Assuming he 
stays healthy and is at 
peak form, he should be 
the state’s best pitcher.

We’ll see plenty of top 
performers in softball, 

which is arguably our 
deepest sport in terms of 
talent and high-end 
teams.

Pilgrim will be in the 
championship mix with 
most of its lineup back 
from last season. Sylar 
Hawes and Madison Tu-
irok had breakout sea-
sons last year as fresh-
men and will be a top-
flight combo as sopho-
mores. Of course, veter-
an Genna D’Amato will 
be back as one of the 
state’s best, most well-
rounded players as well. 
Pitcher Gretchen Dom-
beck will also return to 
the circle with a year of 
experience as a full-time 
starter under her belt.

My
Pitch
by Alex Sponseller

● PITCH to page 14

FROM STAFF REPORTS

The Renegade Wrestling Alliance will 
be making its return to the Johnston Rec-
reation Center on Saturday, April 12 for 
its April Reign event.

The event, which will be headed by 
former champion and newly-appointed 
commissioner Alfred “Danger Boy Al-
fredo” Travioso, will feature a stacked 

RWA headed back to Johnston 

● RWA to page 14

By ALEX 
SPONSELLER

SunRise Sports Editor

The spring sports sea-
son started late last week 
and will be in full swing 
in the coming days. John-
ston will be looking to 
add some hardware to the 
case up on Cherry Hill 
with teams and athletes 
gearing up for the next 
few months of action.

Here is a snapshot look 
at the teams representing 
Johnston High School 
this spring:

BASEBALL
Last year’s record: 

10-8 (fell in DII quarter-
finals)

Coach: Joe Acciardo
Key returners: Matt 

Clements, Emmanuel 
Rios, Ethan Bracey

Key losses: Steven Fin-
egan, Dylan Guernon, 
Chris Civetti, Armani 
Arias

Outlook: The Panthers 
enjoyed a bounce back 
season last year and 
reached the Division II 
playoffs before falling in 
the quarterfinals. The 
team lost a couple of key 
bats in the lineup in Ste-
ven Finegan and Chris 
Civetti, but should be 
able to hold steady with 
the returners while also 
brining back ace Emman-
uel Rios and last year’s 

A look at Johnston’s spring teams

● SPRING to page 14
Johnston softball pitcher Haley Boudreau last season. Beacon Media file photo by Alex Sponseller
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Sponsor the
Crossword Puzzle!

PLACE YOUR AD  HERE

Only $50.00/wk.
5.19” x 3” • 4 Week Minimum
(FREE Color If Available)

Call 401.732.3100

CLUES ACROSS
 1. Narrow piece of wood
 5. African desert
 11. Waxy covering on 

birds’ beaks
 12. Sour
 16. Infrequent
 17. Former AL MVP 

Vaughn
 18. Policemen wear one
 19. Out of the question
 24. Used to chop
 25. Symptoms
 26. Not moving
 27. Folk singer DiFranco
 28. Comedian Armisen
 29. Quantitative fact
 30. Incline from vertical
 31. Scottish musician
 33. Rooney and Kate 

are two
 34. Positioned
 38. A very short time
 39. Tropical American 

shrubs
 40. Yemen capital

 43. Spanish 
municipality

 44. Medical 
professionals

 45. Fibrous material
	49.	Confined	condition	

(abbr.)
 50. Without covering
 51. “Mad Men” honcho 

Don
 53. Hockey position
 54. Taste property
 56. Fertile spots in a 

desert
 58. They precede C
 59. “Requiem for a 

Dream” actor Jared
 60. Try a criminal case
 63. Liberal rights 

organization
 64. Spoke
 65. Insect repellent
 
CLUES DOWN
 1. Unshaven facial hair
 2. More thin

 3. Show up
 4. Seethed
 5. Ancient Greek city
 6. Poisonous plant
 7. Hello
 8. College sports 

official
 9. Monetary unit of 

Russia
 10. Wings
 13. Take too much of a 

substance
 14. A citizen of Uganda
 15. Most appealing
 20. Atomic #18
 21. Global investment 

bank (abbr.)
 22. Jewish calendar 

month
 23. Popular sandwich
 27. Swiss river
 29. Incorrect letters
 30. Popular entree
 31. Foot (Latin)
 32. A driver’s license is 

one form

	33.	 Extinct	flightless	
bird 

 34. Appetizer
 35. After battles
 36. It neutralizes alkalis
 37. Beverage container
 38. Partner to “Pa”
 40. Gray American rail
 41. Salt of acetic acid
 42. Canadian province
 44. Dish made with 

lentils
 45. Narrative poem of 

popular origin
 46. For each one
 47. Come to terms
 48. Test
 50. More dishonorable
 51. Unit of loudness
 52. The Ocean State
 54. Monetary unit in 

Mexico
 55. Lying down
 57. Thus
 61. Where LA is located
 62. Western State

Ocean State Grand Nationals returns

Also firmly in the title picture is next 
door neighbor Cranston West, who will 
have their ace returning in pitcher Mia 
Crudale, along with senior outfielder 
Siena Nardelli. Those two alone should 
guide the Falcons back to the playoffs, 
but with the depth behind them with 
standouts like Gianna Dispirito, Nicole 
Silvestri and Mia Santomassimo, the 
Falcons will be able to hang with any-
one.

Defending champion La Salle will be 
bringing back much of its lineup and is 
the heavy favorite to repeat as champs, 
but it’s a long season.

Cranston East should be considered 
the favorite to win the DIII title and re-
peat as champs. Nevaeh Fatorma will be 
arguably the division’s best player while 
Jaeda Viveiros will also be back in the 
mix.

The question will be who replaces Isa-
bella Sousa? She was the team’s ace in 
the circle last season and will be taking 
her talents to St. Ray’s. Offense, fielding 
and experience will be accounted for, 
but the Bolts will need to have an arm 
step up. 

Johnston had championship aspira-
tions last season but fell short in DII, but 
should have a chance to make a deep run 
with all-division standout Haley Bou-
dreau returning to the circle. Bella Bou-
dreau is also back as a sophomore and 
should give the Panthers some juice at 
the plate.

For boys lacrosse, the team I’m watch-
ing closest is Pilgrim, who was elevated 
to DI.

The Pats were one of the most domi-
nant teams in DIII and won a title before 
being moved to DII. Pilgrim immedi-
ately shined in DII and reached the fi-
nals in back-to-back seasons.

As it always seems to go, the Pats 
were bumped up as they were set to 
graduate a key senior class, which in-

cluded Braxton Bragg and Ryan Barlow, 
who were two of the program’s best-
ever players. Pilgrim has enough return-
ing to fight for a playoff spot, with guys 
like Brett Taylor, Declan Bragg, Carter 
Clifton and Ricky Cabral. Will Pilgrim 
be able to force itself into the upper ech-
elon, though?

Hendricken will be a player in DI as 
well, with Sebastian Nault leading the 
way along with Jack Treat. La Salle is 
the big favorite to win in DI, but can the 
Hawks pull off a potential upset come 
June?

Toll Gate will be back in the DIII mix 
as well, being led by Nick Napolitano 
who had a breakout year last spring.

As for boys tennis, look for Cranston 
East to make a run at the DIII champion-
ship. The Bolts were among the best in 
the division last season and came up 
short in the championship to North 
Smithfield. The Northmen made the 
move to DII, though, opening things up 
for the Bolts.

Jason Barrera, Ansony Chavarria, 
James Fabiano and Eri Ogunde, among 
others, return for the Bolts. Seems like it 
is championship or bust for East as we 
head into 2025.

Cranston East and West should be 
back in the playoff mix for boys volley-
ball.

The Falcons dropped a heartbreaking 
loss in last year’s championship game 
but bring back Ashton Mak and Kevin 
Dilone. The team lost quite a bit, includ-
ing Chris Harvey and Christian Mak, 
but know what it takes to make a deep 
run.

The Bolts went on an unlikely run last 
season and became one of the best teams 
in DI and reached the semifinals. 

Charles Pincince is one of the state’s 
most feared outside hitters while Caleb 
Xum is back as one of the division’s 
most well-rounded athletes. Expect the 
Bolts to be in this thing for the long 
haul. 

● PITCH from page 13

lineup of local wrestlers looking to put 
on a big time performance.

Some notable RWA names that will 
be going at it include Rylie O’Neil and 
Sara Jade. There will also be a Lucky 7 
Gauntlet match, featuring seven fight-
ers with the winner earning a shot at the 
title against current champ Mike Graca 
in June. On top of the gauntlet, there 
will also be The Monarchy Royal Invi-
tational Tournament, which will be a 

bracketed competition featuring seven 
more performers. 

There will also be a newcomer to the 
action, as Jariel Rivera is slated to 
make his debut against “The Right 
Stuff” Stephen Lust. 

The event is set to begin at 6 p.m. 
Front row seats are sold out, however, 
plenty of seats are still available for 
purchase at rwa4ever.com. There will 
be food, drinks and free parking on site. 
The event is sponsored by The 78 Pub 
and This Guy’s Pizza. 

● RWA from page 13

breakout pitcher Ethan 
Bracey on the mound.

SOFTBALL
Last year’s record: 

12-2 (fell in second 
round of DII losers 
bracket)

Coach: David Iannuc-
cilli

Key returners: Haley 
Boudreau, Bella Bou-
dreau

Key losses: Arianna 
Velasquez, Kalyn Foster, 
Alexia DiLorenzo

Outlook: The Panthers 
were on a tear last season 
and were considered to 
be the favorite to win it 
all heading into the Divi-
sion II playoffs. Howev-
er, West Warwick would 
pull off the upset to elim-
inate Johnston in the sec-
ond round of the losers 
bracket. Although John-
ston lost all-division 
standout Arianna Velas-
quez, there should be 
enough firepower to re-
turn to the postseason 
and make another run at 
a title. Pitcher Haley 
Boudreau enters the sea-
son as the division’s best 
arm while Bella Bou-
dreau returns to the line-
up after a breakout fresh-
man season last year.

BOYS VOLLEYBALL
Last year’s record: 

12-5 (fell in DIII quarter-
finals)

Coach: Greta Lalli

Key returners: Santo 
DiRaimo, Balla Marone, 
Ryan Carvalho

Key losses: Michael 
Carlino

Outlook: After claim-
ing back-to-back cham-
pionships in Division III, 
the Panthers took a small 
step back last season, but 
would still reach the 
playoffs with a new-look 
roster. Now, with largely 
the same lineup return-
ing, the Panthers will 
face a new test as they 
were moved up to the 
Division II ranks in the 
Rhode Island Interscho-
lastic League’s latest re-
alignment. This is a bat-
tle tested bunch, led by 
returners Balla Marone 
and Santo DiRaimo, but 
how far will that take 
them? 

GIRLS LACROSSE
Last year’s record: 

0-12 (missed playoffs)
Coach: Jay Areson
Key returners: Fiona 

Fairbanks
Key losses: Kaylee 

Poole, Riley Guenette, 
Aubree Allen, Hannah 
Lavergne

Outlook: The Panthers 
aimed for a playoff berth 
last year but struggled to 
fill the void left by Han-
nah Lavergne, who was 
slated to be the team’s 
top player but missed the 
season with a knee inju-
ry. Johnston graduated 
much of its lineup from 
last season, so another 
rebuilding year is ex-

pected as the Panthers 
will be led by a crop of 
youngsters this season. 

BOYS LACROSSE
Last year’s record: 

0-16 (missed playoffs)
Coach: Matt Davis
Key returners: Con-

nor Niles, Xavier Grun-
dy, Josiah Everett

Key losses: Landon 
Faucher, Alex Fedor-
chuk, Jacob Spinella

Outlook: The John-
ston/Cranston East co-op 
is returning for its sec-
ond season as a unit and 
is looking to make a 
splash in Division III. 
Although the team grad-
uated some of its founda-
tional pieces from its in-
augural roster, there are 
still a handful of impact 
players set to return from 
each school to help this 
team take a step forward 
in Division III. 

GOLF
Last year’s record: 

4-10
Coach: Jason Corsini
Key returners: Eliza-

beth Kue, Aiden Pannone
Outlook: This ascend-

ing program will be re-
turning its full lineup 
from last season and a 
few newcomers as well. 
Elizabeth Kue shined at 
the state championships 
and will be leading this 
team as it looks to build 
its numbers and make a 
name for itself this com-
ing spring. 

● SPRING from page 13
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401-736-0600

Business Card
DIRECTORY

This Week’s
Featured Business...

Advertise in the Cranston Herald’s
Business Card
DIRECTORY

for only
$18 per week

(12 week commitment)

Add the Warwick Beacon or Cranston Herald 
for an additional $9 per week.

Call 732-3100

Ocean State Grand Nationals returns
By ALEX SPONSELLER
SunRise Sports Editor

Don and Christine Rodrigues of the 
Don Rodrigues Karate Academy in War-
wick are excited to present the Ocean 
State Grand National Karate Champion-
ship for the 43rd time this weekend at the 
Crowne Plaza.

As part of the North American Sport 
Karate Association (NASKA) World 
Tour, this weekend’s three-day event is 
set to be one of the largest sport karate 
competitions in the country with an esti-
mated 1,000 competitors making the trip. 
Not only will the show feature some of 
Rhode Island’s best, but competitors are 
traveling internationally to showcase 
their skills, with schools from Canada, 
Honduras, Germany and Guatemala also 
in the mix.

As always, there will be a hall of fame 
induction, along with a special guest and 
honoring a local veteran for their service.

This year’s hall of fame class includes 
Lisa Gabriel, Conell Loveless, Manny 
Reyes Sr. and Justin Ortiz. The special 
guest will be Ross Levine, who won the 
Ocean State tournament seven times 
while also winning 12 sport karate cham-
pionships, among many other notable 
achievements in both karate and kick-
boxing. 

Col. Rhonda Gomez will be receiving 
the Veteran’s Award after serving for 36 

years and receiving numerous accolades 
for her military service. She is currently 
a black belt at the Don Rodrigues Karate 
Academy. 

Teams will also be handing out Kevin 
Thompson Awards, which honors a for-
mer local martial artist who passed away 
after battling Lou Gehrig’s Disease for 

eight years. Each team selects one of its 
fighters who embodied Thompson’s spir-
it and resilience. 

Championship winners will also re-
ceive seven-foot-tall trophies, which 
have become synonymous with the event 
over the years, while $40,000 in prize 
money will also be handed out. Many 

sponsors will be returning including Fe-
male Fighters Matter Too and Ocean 
State Collision. Paul Mitchell will once 
again be sponsoring the DRKA team as 
well.

Don Rodrigues is proud to return for 
another year and to see the tournament’s 
impact across four decades. It started as 
the Don Rodrigues Karate Champion-
ships, hosting 150 fighters. Now, it is one 
of the country’s largest events and pro-
vides the state with a nice economic 
boost, with over 500 hotel nights booked 
at the Crowne Plaza alone. 

“We’ve been doing it for so long. (My 
instructor) Nick Cerio pushed me to do 
the first one. We had 150 competitors and 
I was tickled pink. Shortly after it got a 
pulse of its own,” said Don Rodrigues, 
who has been practicing karate for 58 
years altogether. “I always say that there 
are two types of people, martial artists 
and everyone else. I hope when they see 
these competitors (this weekend), they 
think, ‘Wow, I want to be like that.’ I’ve 
been blessed to coach this team and to 
see our school impacting people’s lives.”

The Ocean State Grand Nationals will 
begin on Friday, with super fights, team 
fighting and open weight fighting begin-
ning at 3 p.m. Saturday and Sunday’s 
events will begin at 9 a.m.

The black belt finals will take place on 
Saturday night beginning at 6:30 p.m. in 
the Crowne Plaza’s grand ballroom. 

Don Rodrigues shows off one of the 7-foot-tall trophies that will be handed 
out this weekend. Beacon Media photo by Alex Sponseller

FROM STAFF REPORTS

Junior Bethanie Jean-Philippe (Crans-
ton) qualified for the N.E. Div. III Cham-
pionship in the javelin as the Rhode Island 
College Women’s track and field team 
wrapped up the second and last day of 
competition at Bryant’s Black and Gold 
Invitational on Saturday afternoon.

RIC tied 10th place (16 teams) with a 
team score of 27.0.  Bryant won the meet 
with a team score of 148.5.

The Anchorwomen competed in a field 
comprised of mostly Div. I and II competi-
tion.

Jean-Philippe finished ninth in the jav-
elin (34.83m).

Fifth-year Trinity Hayes (Providence) 
finished third in the 400m (1:00.22), fourth 
in the 200m (26.10) and sixth in the 
4x100m relay (51.20).

Senior Samantha Sainristil (Cranston) 
finished fourth in the shot (11.54m). Fresh-
man Quiana Pezza (Cranston) finished 
sixth in the 4x100m relay (51.20), 15th in 
the 100m (13.36) and 27th in the long 
jump (4.15m).

Junior Tayshia Cary (Wakefield) fin-
ished sixth in the 4x100m relay (51.20) 
and 14th in the 100m (13.32).

Freshman Bendu Kamara (Pawtucket) 
finished sixth in the 4x100m relay (51.20), 
15th in the 200m (26.91) and 18th in the 
400m (1:03.81).

Sophomore Lexie Zakrzewski (Taunton, 
Mass.) finished 22nd in the 200m (27.90).

Freshman Grace Lane (North Smith-
field) finished 35th in the 800m (2:35.04).

In upcoming action, Rhode Island Col-
lege will compete at the 2025 Ocean Cup, 
hosted by Bryant on Friday and Saturday, 
April 4-5.

Two Anchormen qualify 
for NE Championships 

Junior Loudon Chupas (Colchester, 
Conn.) qualified for the N.E. Div. III 
Championships in the javelin as the Rhode 
Island College men’s track and field team 
wrapped up the second and last day of 
competition at Bryant’s Black and Gold 

Invitational on Saturday afternoon.
Rhode Island College finished in eighth 

place (16 teams) with a team score of 44.0. 
Bryant won the meet with a team score of 
129.0.

The Anchormen competed in a field 
comprised of mostly Div. I and II competi-
tion.

Chupas finished fourth in the javelin 
(53.39m) and tied for ninth in the high 
jump (1.74m).

Freshman Jack McEntee (Foster) quali-
fied for the N.E. Div. III Championship 
with a fourth place finish in the 400m 
hurdles (57.23). Senior Garrett Jones 
(Beacon Falls, Conn.) finished second in 
the triple jump (12.87m) and 10th in the 
long jump (5.92m).

Sophomore Will Schiller (Smithfield) 
finished second in the 400m (50.64) and 
17th in the 200m (23.28). Freshman Nick 
Lamoureux (North Smithfield) finished 
fifth in the 400m (51.37), tied for ninth in 
the high jump (1.74m) and 20th in the 
200m (23.32).

Sophomore Younton Doe (Pawtucket) 
finished sixth in the 400m (51.42).

Junior Izaiah Karweh (Providence) fin-
ished eighth in the high jump (1.79m). 
Freshman Joshua Dabanka (Providence) 
finished eighth in the triple jump (11.74m)

Junior Benjamin Lockwood (Saunder-
stown) finished 10th in the 3,000m 
(10:12.56).

Freshman Brody Shiels (Wakefield) fin-
ished 10th in the 400m (52.98). Freshman 
Aiden Fitzgerald (Cumberland) finished 
10th in the shot (12.11m).

Freshman Ravi Kapadi (Lincoln) fin-
ished 11th in the shot (12.02m). Sopho-
more Giovani Monteiro (North Provi-
dence) finished 12th in the 400m (53.51).

Freshman Tyrell O’Connell (Pawtucket) 
finished 12th in the 200m (22.92) and 17th 
in the 100m (11.36). Sophomore Enrique 
Edjang (Providence) finished 14th in the 
javelin (40.22m).

Junior Isiah Briggs (Providence) fin-
ished 14th in the long jump, 21st in the 
100m (11.61) and 31st in the 200m 
(24.52).

Jean-Philippe qualifies 
for NE Championship



Johnston SunRise16 Thursday, April 3, 2025

Electrical

Home Improvements

Valco Electric
Residential Specialist
Electrical Upgrades
Trouble Shooting & Repairs
Prompt & Courteous Service

401-921-3143
Lic. #A3990  AmEx/Disc/MC/Visa  Insured

Weatherproof
Home Improvement
Interior/Exterior Painting
Roofing • Siding • Gutters • Decks

Dennis
732-9218 

John’s Construction
Handyman Services

Painting  •  Windows
Carpentry  
942-1729

15% OFF next project with ad. 
Reg. #24655   ~     Insured

Handyman

Plastering
Harold Greco Jr.
Plaster Perfection

ALL Small Repair Specialist
Emergency Water Damage Repairs
Historic Restorations

Painting
Senior, Veterans & Cash Discounts

Integrity & Passion
ALL MAINTENANCE

 Reg. #4114  ★     Member BBB  ★     Est. 1946

Call now! 738-0369 
STEVEN G. RUHLE 

PAINTING
Interior & Exterior
Small Exteriors

Neat, Clean Workmanship
639-0967
Free Estimates

Reg. 12067 - Insured

EAST COAST 
WOOD FLOORS
Installed • Sand

 Finish • Refinish
Insured • Senior Discounts

Cell 265-3644
 Reg. #15124

Flooring

E.W. FLAGG
Plumbing & Heating

New & Old
Installations • Repairs

Water Heaters
Commercial & Residential

        739-6155  

CEMENT
MASONRY WORK
Chimneys ❖ Floors ❖ Patios

Driveways ❖ Steps ❖ Walkways
Repairs ❖ Free Estimates  

Ron 397-1891
Cell 639-2942

Reg. #6326  Licensed & Bonded   

BUSINESS SERVICES

Reilly Fence Inc.
Professional installations of
Vinyl •  Wood •  Aluminum 

Chainlink  Fences
Insured -  Free Estimates

Call & book an appt. today!
228-3647 Reg. #40392   

Fencing

C & J Painting
Interior/Exterior

Powerwashing
Free Estimates

Jason     ●      Craig
378-8525  ●  743-2554

Reg. #22833                 
Insured              

Oil Tank Removal

Why wait for your oil tank to leak?
Old oil tanks removed

Licensed RI Waste Transporter
Drum Disposal

Newton B. Washburn, LLC.
Insured ●  Reg. #27176 ●  #RI877

401-647-9606

Liberty House
Junk Removal, Inc.

We remove one item
or content of entire house.

Sheds and hot tubs
FREE ESTIMATES

15 years of reliable service
Reg. #2983 & Insured
401-286-0505

Masonry

ELECTRICAL 
SERVICES

Call/Text Larry
Leave Message
401-529-2087
Masters Licenses

RI #A3338
MA #16083A
Insured

Painting

Plumbing & Heating

Rubbish Removal

Spring Cleanups
House - Cellars - 

Garages - Moving?
Anything hauled away, some for FREE!

30 yrs. - Reliable Service! 
741-2781 Lic. #37379 - Insured  

Landscaping

T & T Painting
25 years in Business
Interior Painting
Senior Citizen Discount
Free Written Estimates
Insured  - Reg. #3469

401-944-0336

GIUSTI’S LAWN CARE
Spring Cleanup

Leaf/Branch Removal
Hedge Trimming • Mowing

Seniors & Veterans
10% Discount

401-256-2853

TO PLACE YOUR AD BY PHONE, CALL 401-732-3100

Coast to Coast
Power Washing
Everything Residential
When Quality/Service

Matters, call Ken,
401-413-0547

Satisfaction Guaranteed!
Save 20% off this month!

RI Reg. #GC47967

Power Washing

BUSINESS
SERVICES
$35 per week
4 weeks or more in
Johnston Sun Rise, 
Warwick Beacon & 
Cranston Herald 

(All 3 papers for one low price)

Real Estate
Transactions

YOU COULD SPONSOR THIS PAGE
For more information about this high-visibility opportunity, call

732-3100

CRANSTON

11056 Pontiac Ave Bevilacqua, Thomas Three Kids LLC 1/10 $210,000
112 Alpine Estates Dr Martin, Sean J and Martin, Julie M Mkrtschjan, Nareg and Charchaflian, Kenar 1/14 $733,000
131 Fordson Ave Lot 9 Gonzalez, Tomas O and Hall, Wendy J Palin Jr, Richard R 1/10 $220,000
132 Fordson Ave Lot 1 Crossley, Deborah A Beeley, Theresa 1/14 $233,400
132 Hoffman Ave Lot 102 Poghosyan, Haykuhi Baccari, Erik and Baccari, Lori A 1/12 $245,900
135 Chestnut Ave Parsons Frances M Est and Lynch, William R Gurbanov, Salman 1/14 $575,000
192 Burdick Dr Doyle, Mark G Urena, Yumery G 1/13 $345,000
33 Melton St Mcevoy, Donald Jean, Edward and Jean, Marilyn M 1/12 $450,000
36 Cliffdale Ave Dfn T and Ndiaye, Abdoulaye M Hidalgo, Michael L 1/14 $510,000
4 Amanda St Alger, Thomas A and Alger, Ghyllian Boone Jr, Wayne 1/14 $370,000
46 Country View Dr Bruno, William and Brunnschweiler, Christine Bissanti, Christopher R and Santos, Scarlet 1/14 $785,000
55 Circuit Dr England, Mark and Mcdonald, Jennifer Lewis, Brian D and Lewis, Anne L 1/11 $825,000
57 Stony Brook Dr Ri Hsng & Mtg Fin Corp Young, James 1/11 $1
67 Ellison St Stemile, Robert W and Stemile, Edwina F Draper, Jacob and Leazott, Courtney E 1/14 $410,000
73 Strathmore Rd Stetson, William D and Stetson, Melissa J Digiammarino, Frank P and Digiammarino, Carol A 1/14 $775,000
80 Conley Ave Lot 8 Maintanis, James A and Maintanis, Linda B Saccoccio Ft and Saccoccio, Louis G 1/13 $655,000
876 Atwood Ave 876 Atwood Ave LLC Mec Cap Partners LLC 1/14 $560,000
876 Atwood Ave Lot 658 876 Atwood Ave LLC Mec Cap Partners LLC 1/14 $560,000
99 Salem Ave Funare Raymond W Est and Funaro, Anthony P Avarista, Steven L 1/14 $395,000

EAST GREENWICH

16 Verndale Dr Reed, Nancy Feinberg, Samuel and Feinberg, Brianna 1/11 $60,000

EXETER

30 Sheffield Hill Rd Young Jr William D Est and Gersteberger, Tobi E Rothwell, Megan and Roolf-Rothwell, Jeannette 1/17 $559,000

JOHNSTON

1134 Central Ave Hayhurst, Michael R Hetu, Shannon M and Hetu, Jeffrey M 1/17 $425,000
12 Lake View Ct Dail, Donna M and Dail, Dennis Monahan, Michael S 1/12 $750,000
15-R Milton St Correia, Joao and Lima, Romina Nicholas Terzakis RET and Terzakis, Nicholas 1/12 $465,000
158 Putnam Pike Aust Harold S Est and Connelly 3rd, R J M&a Family Realty LLC 1/17 $242,000
26 Salina Ave Morin, Christopher J and Morin, Lori L Johnston Town Of 1/18 $377,000
3 Hamilton Dr Singharath, Soutthiphong and Singharath, Vanida Concepcion, Joel A 1/18 $549,000

WARWICK

1 Palm Blvd Santos, Mynor Abad, Ruben E and Cordon, Sandy K 1/14 $380,000
109 Oakside St Naylor, Kevin and Prior, Allyson Kaschner, Emily K 1/14 $345,000
109 Oakside St Lot 153 Naylor, Kevin and Prior, Allyson Kaschner, Emily K 1/14 $345,000
117 Burr Ave Maley, Kurt R First Choice Prop LLC 1/13 $260,000
117 Burr Ave Lot 425 Maley, Kurt R First Choice Prop LLC 1/13 $260,000
117 Burr Ave Lot 426 Maley, Kurt R First Choice Prop LLC 1/13 $260,000
131 Nausauket Rd Sahagian, John R Mahoney, Shelby and Greenberg, Thomas 1/11 $460,000
16 Majestic Ave Ann M Reese RET and Traversie, Jon D Bruscini, Veronica 1/11 $350,000
20 Saint Claire Ave Remak, William Dean, Michael 1/12 $494,000
21 BaldwinRd Pires, Nuno Dail, Donna M and Dail, Dennis 1/12 $565,000
22 HelenAve Tassielli, Nicole and Mason, David Sanchez, Kayla and Sanchez, Luis 1/10 $446,500
299 George ArdenAve Demarco, Paul Kenyon Invest LLC 1/11 $308,000
336 Gilbert StuartDr Oliver, Michael R and Oliver, Robyn Melhern, Georges 1/12 $937,000
341 Spring GreenRd Charles A Gaffney T and Gaffney, Charles A Hurley, Nicholas and Kennedy, Caitlin 1/10 $706,000
346 RingAve Dean, John P Melo, Sarah and Melo, Gustavo 1/14 $335,000
3940 Larchwood Dr Lot 25 Mahoney, Shelby D Laforce, Victoria and Laforce, Kenneth 1/11 $230,000
4 WaterviewAve Guaman, Luis Rogers, Justin 1/14 $500,000
466 SquantumDr Hunt, Brandy M Obrien, Aaron and Anderson, Lauren 1/13 $411,600
5 Grand View Dr Lot 117 Obrien, Daniel P and Obrien, Jennifer L Ferle, Jessica L 1/10 $350,000
53 PrincetonAve Leblanc Jr, Raymond E and Leblanc, Brian R Mulvey, Erin and Schena 3rd, Michael F 1/12 $410,000
71 LoganSt Thomas Gerald LLC Hook, James 1/11 $497,000
74 NolbethDr Red Buoy LLC Miller, William S 1/10 $1
91 Warwick NeckAve Hurtubise Margaret J Est and Hurtubise, Carl J Williamson, David B and Williamson, Leza C 1/14 $535,000
917 Major PotterRd Nordstrom, Robert C Mason, David and Tassielli, Michael 1/11 $570,000
94 FairwayLn Authelet, Judith A and Authelet, Kevin L Obrien, Daniel P and Obrien, Jennifer L 1/10 $465,000
944 Halifax Dr Lot 94-944 Bugbee Howard B Sr Est and Montaquila, Jill C Jeffrey P Duclos RET and Duclos, Jeffrey P 1/11 $235,000

WEST GREENWICH

298 WashingtonSt Sprague, Amy and Conlan Jr, William A Malinowski, Maciel T 1/18 $585,000
44 Old CarriageRd Oliveira, Chaen R and Oliveira, Daniela C Cannistraci Jr, Jospeh J 1/18 $2,476
7 TampaSt Corpuz, Felix V and Corpuz, Kathleen M Mcnaamara, Alexandria N 3/18 $403,000
892 Providence St Lacroix, Jason Catone, Michael 3/17 $550,000

ADDRESS	 SELLERS	 BUYERS	 DATE	 PRICE ADDRESS	 SELLERS	 BUYERS	 DATE	 PRICE

This copyrighted material is compiled from public records and re-printed under agreement with the Warren Group of Boston. 
Not every community is reported each week. To report a data error, call 617–896–5310 or send an email to transfersatthewarrengroup.com

By CAPT. DAVE MONTI
Special to the SunRise

Unfortunately, right whales and other 
large animals of the sea are dying at 
man’s hand to the point of extinction.  

This is the case for the North Atlantic 
Right Whale. NOAA relates on their web-
site at  North Atlantic Right Whale | NO-
AA Fisheries that the species has been 
listed as endangered under the Endan-
gered Species Act since 1970. There are 
approximately 370 individuals remain-
ing, including about 70 reproductively 
active females. Human impacts continue 
to threaten the survival of this species. 
The number of new calves born in recent 
years has been below average.

So, when I hear recreational boaters, 
fisherman, and commercial vessel opera-
tors complain about mandatory speed 
zones being applied in areas where whales 
have been sighted it raises big concerns.  
The technology we have today including 
GPS data tags, acoustic tagging and mon-
itoring, spotter plane networks, etc. al-

lows us to know where they are.  Plain 
and simple mandatory slow zones should 
be applied to these areas.

Science tells us whales, specifically 
right whale mortality, is directly related to 
two factors.  

Vessel strikes and entanglement in 
fixed fishing gear such as lobster pots and 
gillnets. Our robust food/forage profile is 
different than it was in the past. As a char-
ter captain and angler in New England 
waters off Rhode Island and Massachu-
setts coast I know we have always had a 
variety of bait and forage in the water in-
cluding maceral and herring of all types, 
squid, sand lance, sand ells, silversides, 
scup, etc. but not in this abundance and 
here all at the same time close to shore.  

Right whales are baleen whales, feed-
ing on copepods (tiny crustaceans) by 
straining huge volumes of ocean water 
through their baleen plates, which act like 
a sieve.  These robust food/forage profiles 
are here due to warming water and it has 

Human impacts continue to kill Right Whales

The Atlantic Right whale named “Accordion” was first sighted in 2011 as a 
juvenile. She’s named for the series of propeller scars on her back that make 
her easily recognizable. Photo by NOAA Fisheries/Tim Cole

● WHALES to page 17
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brought large animals such as 
whales, sharks, dolphin and tuna 
closer to shore than ever before to 
feed.

These animals being closer to 
shore to feed are now in areas 
where they normally do not swim 
in shipping lanes, in areas where 
there is fixed fishing gear and in 
areas where there is a great num-
ber of recreational, fishing and 
commercial vessels of all types 
enhancing the odds of whale 
strikes and entanglement.

NOAA recently announced a 
new large whale research photo 
gallery at 2025 Large Whale Re-
search in Photos | NOAA Fisher-
ies. I was particularly struck by a 
photo of a right whale named 
Accordion. North Atlantic Right 
Whale Accordion (right whale 
#4150) was spotted off the coast 
of New York on Feb. 3, 2025 with 
her new calf. This is her first calf 
and the eighth known for the 2025 
Right Whale calving season. Ac-
cordion was first sighted in 2011 
as a juvenile. She’s named for the 
series of propeller scars on her 
back that make her easily recog-
nizable.

I support mandatory speed 
zones where mammals are spot-
ted, it makes good sense to protect 
these mammals and their precious 
few calves. 

Used Tackle Sale
The Annual Snug Harbor Ma-

rina Used Tackle Sale starts Satur-
day, April 26 and 27, 9 a.m. to 4 
p.m. Elisa Cahill of Snug Habor 
Marina, South Kingstown, RI, 
said, “We are getting some great 
used tackle including rods, reels, 
combos, lures, jigs and accesso-
ries in every day and will be ac-
cepting gear for sale right up until 
Friday, April 25. So, if you have 
gear you no longer use it could 
become cash to get that tuna jig-
ging combo or whatever new gear 
you may need.” 

Receive a 100 percent store 
credit for sold used items, or get 
cash after the shop receives a 20 
percent commission. For infor-
mation on the sale contact Snug 

Harbor Marina, 410 Gooseberry 
Rd, Wakefield, RI, (401) 783-
7766.

Marine Fisheries Council 
meeting April 7

The Rhode Island Marine Fish-
eries Council will hold a hybrid in 
person and online meeting April 
7, 2025, 6 p.m. at the URI Bay 
Campus, Corless Auditorium, 
215 South Ferry Road, Narragan-
sett. Issues before the Council 
will include commercial Atlantic 
menhaden management in Narra-
gansett Bay, 2025 Cobia regula-
tions and the Ninigret Pond-Fos-
ter Cove sub-area I and sub-area 2 
referenced as the Ninigret Pond 
Shellfish Management area and a 
variety of commercial fishing 
regulations.

To attend the meeting online 
visit Zoom. Meeting ID: 833 
5755 1596 Passcode: 786797 Di-
al in: 1-929-205-6099 (listen on-

ly).
The agenda and the packet 

(meeting materials) are available 
on the Division’s calendar page at 
Public Meetings Calendar | Rhode 
Island Department of Environ-
mental Management (go to April 
7). 

Fisheries Commission 
annual report available

The Atlantic States Maine Fish-
eries Commission (ASMFC) 
2024 Annual report is now avail-
able at 2024 Annual Report - At-
lantic States Marine Fisheries 
Commission .

The ASMFC managers fisher-
ies in state waters for coastal 
states from the three-mile limit 
and inland.  The report features a 
quick guide to stock status for the 
27 species and species groups the 
Commission manages; a fisheries 
management section, which fo-
cuses on species which had the 

most significant management or 
stock assessment activities in 
2024; and sections highlighting 
major accomplishments in 2024 
in the areas of fisheries science, 
habitat conservation, and fishery 
data collection and management. 

Visit the Commission’s website 
at https://asmfc.org for additional 
information. 

Where’s the bite?
“Striped bass fishing continues 

to be hot in our salt ponds and 
angler Tom McGuyer has been 
catching keeper size striped bass 
in the 30” to 31” range in the Nar-
row River this week,” said Cahill 
of Snug Harbor Marina, South 
Kingstown.  

Jeff Sullivan of Lucky Bait & 
Tackle, Warren, said, “Some of 
our customers have been fishing 
the Housatonic River in Con-
necticut and are hooking up with 
as many as 30 nice size bass a 

night.”
Freshwater fishing. Sullivan of 

Lucky Bait & Tack, said, “Large-
mouth bass fishing was on fire 
this week.  We are catching fish in 
the seven-pound range. In water-
ways that have herring runs white 
and purple jerk baits are working 
well. Other waterways are hot to 
with spinner baits being the tick-
et.”  

Opening day for trout season in 
Rhode Island is Saturday, April 
12.

Dave Monti holds a master 
captain’s license and charter fish-
ing license. He serves on a variety 
of boards and commissions and 
has a consulting business focus-
ing on clean oceans, habitat pres-
ervation, conservation, renewable 
energy, and fisheries related is-
sues and clients. Forward fishing 
news and photos to dmontifish@
verizon.net or visit www.nofluke-
fishing.com.

Electrical

Home Improvements

Valco Electric
Residential Specialist
Electrical Upgrades
Trouble Shooting & Repairs
Prompt & Courteous Service

401-921-3143
Lic. #A3990  AmEx/Disc/MC/Visa  Insured

Weatherproof
Home Improvement
Interior/Exterior Painting
Roofing • Siding • Gutters • Decks

Dennis
732-9218 

John’s Construction
Handyman Services

Painting  •  Windows
Carpentry  
942-1729

15% OFF next project with ad. 
Reg. #24655   ~     Insured

Handyman

Plastering
Harold Greco Jr.
Plaster Perfection

ALL Small Repair Specialist
Emergency Water Damage Repairs
Historic Restorations

Painting
Senior, Veterans & Cash Discounts

Integrity & Passion
ALL MAINTENANCE

 Reg. #4114  ★     Member BBB  ★     Est. 1946

Call now! 738-0369 
STEVEN G. RUHLE 

PAINTING
Interior & Exterior
Small Exteriors

Neat, Clean Workmanship
639-0967
Free Estimates

Reg. 12067 - Insured

EAST COAST 
WOOD FLOORS
Installed • Sand

 Finish • Refinish
Insured • Senior Discounts

Cell 265-3644
 Reg. #15124

Flooring

E.W. FLAGG
Plumbing & Heating

New & Old
Installations • Repairs

Water Heaters
Commercial & Residential

        739-6155  

CEMENT
MASONRY WORK
Chimneys ❖ Floors ❖ Patios

Driveways ❖ Steps ❖ Walkways
Repairs ❖ Free Estimates  

Ron 397-1891
Cell 639-2942

Reg. #6326  Licensed & Bonded   

BUSINESS SERVICES

Reilly Fence Inc.
Professional installations of
Vinyl •  Wood •  Aluminum 

Chainlink  Fences
Insured -  Free Estimates

Call & book an appt. today!
228-3647 Reg. #40392   

Fencing

C & J Painting
Interior/Exterior

Powerwashing
Free Estimates

Jason     ●      Craig
378-8525  ●  743-2554

Reg. #22833                 
Insured              

Oil Tank Removal

Why wait for your oil tank to leak?
Old oil tanks removed

Licensed RI Waste Transporter
Drum Disposal

Newton B. Washburn, LLC.
Insured ●  Reg. #27176 ●  #RI877

401-647-9606

Liberty House
Junk Removal, Inc.

We remove one item
or content of entire house.

Sheds and hot tubs
FREE ESTIMATES

15 years of reliable service
Reg. #2983 & Insured
401-286-0505

Masonry

ELECTRICAL 
SERVICES

Call/Text Larry
Leave Message
401-529-2087
Masters Licenses

RI #A3338
MA #16083A
Insured

Painting

Plumbing & Heating

Rubbish Removal

Spring Cleanups
House - Cellars - 

Garages - Moving?
Anything hauled away, some for FREE!

30 yrs. - Reliable Service! 
741-2781 Lic. #37379 - Insured  

Landscaping

T & T Painting
25 years in Business
Interior Painting
Senior Citizen Discount
Free Written Estimates
Insured  - Reg. #3469

401-944-0336

GIUSTI’S LAWN CARE
Spring Cleanup

Leaf/Branch Removal
Hedge Trimming • Mowing

Seniors & Veterans
10% Discount

401-256-2853

TO PLACE YOUR AD BY PHONE, CALL 401-732-3100

Coast to Coast
Power Washing
Everything Residential
When Quality/Service

Matters, call Ken,
401-413-0547

Satisfaction Guaranteed!
Save 20% off this month!

RI Reg. #GC47967

Power Washing

BUSINESS
SERVICES
$35 per week
4 weeks or more in
Johnston Sun Rise, 
Warwick Beacon & 
Cranston Herald 

(All 3 papers for one low price)

Human impacts continue to kill Right Whales ● WHALES from page 16

Elisa Cahill and Matt Conti’s Snug Harbor Marina Used Tackle Sale is April 26 and 27. Receive a 100 percent store credit for 
your sold used items, or get cash after the shop receives a 20 percent commission. Call (401) 783-7766.
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MAIL OR BRING TO: 

BEACON MEDIA RI
1944 Warwick Avenue, Warwick RI 02889

E-Mail: classifieds@rhodybeat.com 

Please print clearly – One word per box
Phone number is one word. 
Not responsible for words we cannot read.

❑ BOLD TYPE
$4.00 per week. First line only. 

Name  ____________________________________________________________________________

Address  ___________________________________________________________________________

Town/State  ________________________________________________________________________

Phone ____________________________________________________________________________

Price Per Week __________________ # of Weeks ________ Amount Paid ____________________

 ❑ Check/Money Order Enclosed – Payable to: BEACON MEDIA RI

Account # ______________________________________________________________________________________

Security Code  ____________________    Expiration  Date   __________________________  

Circle One:

CLASSIFIED AD FORM

Classified Ad Deadline is
THURSDAY AT 3PM

Make checks payable to: 

BEACON MEDIA RI

20 words

+$1 each addition word

*Add $1 for each additional word
Includes Warwick Beacon, Cranston Herald and Johnston Sun Rise
❑ Add The Reminder for an additional $10/week

20 Words – $35/week*
Apartments For Rent

CRANSTON: 2bd, 1.5bas. Un-
furnished, hardwood floors, 
washer/dryer, stove, refrigera-
tor. 1-yr lease, $1800 mo.+ utili-
ties. Security. No pets/smoking/
vaping. Credit check, BCI, ref-
erences. Bob 401-529-5898.

Autos Wanted
CLASSIC CARS WANTED! 
Looking for American or Eu-
ropean vehicles. Restored or 
needing work. Collections or 
single cars. Will pay finder's 
fee for referrals. Call 508-326-
6359.

JUNK CARS WANTED. Up to 
$500 paid. Call 401-895-7351 
for quote.

Cemetery Lots For Sale
2 CEMETERY LOTS: Green-
wood section of Highland Me-
morial Cemetery, Johnston. 
$3600 for both. Willing to split 
lots. 401-783-1967.

Help Wanted 
CLEANERS: 1st & 2nd Shift, 
20-25 hours per week, Mon-
day-Saturday. $15/hour. Must 
have valid Driver's License, 
reliable vehicle and clean BCI. 
Great job for retirees! Call Joe, 
401-301-1162.

CARPET CLEANING TECH-
NICIANS/TRAINEES: $700+/
Week. Valid Driver's License. 
BCI required. Call Joe, 401- 
258-9648

Home Improvement
CHOICE SOFTWASHING: 
Homes, Decks, Fences, Patios, 
Roofs, Awnings, Trash Bins. 
Commercial & Residential. 
Fully Insured. Free Estimates. 
401-241-7136, Jon.

Houses Wanted
WE BUY HOUSES:  Any condi-
tion!! Quick sale!!  House needs 
work? We don’t mind. Call 401-
595-8703.

RINGRING
rhode island newspaper grouprhode island newspaper group

CLASSIFIED
ADVERTISING
Statewide Coverage
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732-3100
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Save Time.
Save Money.
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AngelAngelOn Sept. 16, 1940, the Selective 
Training and Service Act went into 
effect as the first peacetime draft 
in the history. Like every other 
American male between the ages 
of 21 and 35, brothers Albert and 
Henry Schiavino were called to 
add their names to the database. 

Twenty-three-year-old Albert 
and 20-year-old Henry lived with 
their parents, Charles and Angeli-
na (Scetta), on Power Road in 
Pawtucket. Blonde, blue-eyed Al-
bert had worked as a newspaper 
boy to earn extra money before 
graduating from Pawtucket High 
School, while raven-haired Henry 
– known to friends and family as 
“Hank”- excelled in football and 
baseball while a student at East 
Side High School and expected to 
engage in a radio career. 

By spring of 1941, Henry was 
working as a photography sales-
man for Loring’s Studio in Provi-
dence and had been elected the 
new president of the Sixth Ward 
Italo-American Club. Albert had 
gotten married and was working 
for the George Fuller Company. 
Both boys were called by the draft 
board. 

Albert, who had settled on King 
Street in Johnston with his new 
wife, wrote to the board explain-
ing that he had recently become a 
husband and was the sole support 
of his spouse. He requested that he 
be reclassified as someone not able 
to serve in the military. His re-
quest was denied and he was or-
dered to report for induction into 
the army on April 9, 1942. 

By Feb. of 1942, Albert had be-
come a new father and wrote an-
other letter to the draft board stat-
ing, “I am informing you that I 
will not be present for induction on 

Thursday, April 9, 1942. My hu-
manitarian convictions and con-
scientious beliefs cannot permit 
me to take active participation in 
war or to take part in anything 
contributing to its support.”

Albert’s unwillingness to kill 
another human being as a means 
of settling differences was a value 
Henry greatly understood but 
didn’t personally share. At a meet-
ing of the Italo-American Club, he 
predicted, “I feel this Hitler is not 
going to accept peace terms. He’s 
got to be beaten first.” Albert felt 
the time for peaceful debate was 
over. 

On the day scheduled for his in-
duction in April, Albert did not 
show up. As per the required pro-
tocol he was offered a judicial 
hearing and the opportunity to 
have an attorney represent while 
he made his explanations to the 
court. Albert surrendered himself 
to the authorities on April 11 and 
he was arrested. The $2,000 bail 
hanging over his head was paid by 
his wife’s parents and he was re-
leased until the hearing. 

Later, before the judge, Albert’s 
claims of being a conscientious 
objector were shot down by the 
prosecution who pointed out that 
Albert’s concerns were of a philo-
sophical nature and not born from 
religious teaching. The judge of-
fered Albert a deal – he would 
sentence him to a mere two years 
of probation if he readily agreed to 
induction into the armed services. 
Albert refused the offer. On May 

27, 1942, the federal grand jury 
returned an indictment against 
him for evading the Selective Ser-
vice and, on June 2, he was sen-
tenced to serve two years in pris-
on, followed by three years of 
probation.

Only twenty-four hours earlier, 
Henry had enlisted in the Army. A 
few weeks prior, he scheduled a 
military exam in Providence with 
the hopes of training to become a 
fighter pilot. The exam showed 
that his math skills were not up to 
par and he was rejected from the 
program. As part of the Army Air 
Force, he was accepted into glider 
pilot training.

The brothers, each holding close 
to his own convictions, faced the 
consequences of their personal 
concerns and values. Henry had 
taken a patriotic vow to disarm the 
enemy in any way necessary while 
being fully aware that he was gam-
bling with his own life. Albert 
chose incarceration, and separa-
tion from his wife and baby daugh-
ter, rather than be faced with the 
need to take another’s life.           

On Dec. 23, 1947 President Har-
ry Truman granted pardons to 
1,523 Selective Service Act viola-
tors. Albert was among them. Ear-
lier that year, Henry was honor-
ably discharged from the military, 
having risen to the rank of staff 
sergeant. Putting his teenage 
dream into motion, he secured a 
job as a radio disc jockey at WFCI 
in Pawtucket. Through the 1950s, 
he was known as Carl Henry, a 
popular DJ hosting rhythm & blues 
radio shows on stations WRIB and 
WPAW. He also opened a record 
store called “Carl’s Diggins” which 
he ran until a year before his 1986 
death. Albert died 12 years later.   

Back in
the Day

�����������������

Brothers stand by their personal convictions

Open mic nights are a lot more 
than just people signing up on a list 
and going on stage to perform. It’s 
an opportunity for a scene to be 
conceived or cultivated alongside 
like-minded creatives, while net-
working and possibly sowing the 
seeds of collaboration. 

There are numerous open mics 
that occur in various establishments 
around Rhode Island, and a new 
one has just started on a monthly 
basis. 

Every first Wednesday from 
6-9pm, Proclamation Ale Company 
in Warwick will be a blank canvas 
for anyone who wants to play some 
tunes, tell some jokes, recite some poems and even tell 
a story or two. Local musician Jeff Glover will be host-
ing the event with a goal of eventually fostering a com-
munity around it. 

Glover has been playing guitar for most of his life, 
and he has performed various solo gigs around south-
ern Rhode Island. This open mic night is a new venture 
for him, and he’s excited to be leading the monthly 
gathering. 

“I’ve been playing around with mostly acoustic gui-
tars for most of my life,” he said about his musical 
background. “Recently, I’ve just played as a solo 
singer and guitarist while doing small gigs mostly in 
South County. I took a couple years off from doing that 
and this is the first open mic that I’ve hosted and I’m 
hoping that it’s kind of a springboard to get some more 
gigs locally. I do mostly acoustic covers and I’ve been 
doing that pretty much for a long time now.”

When it comes to performing acoustic versus elec-
tric, Glover considers himself a purist. He also has a 
unique story about the guitar he performs with. 

“I’ve actually built my own guitar through learning 
how to build one by studying under a master guitar 
maker,” he mentions about his six-string. “I’m a big fan 
of mostly folk music. I love a lot of bluegrass and a lot 
of really kind of rootsy stuff. The sound of an acoustic 

versus an electric is just night and 
day. I do play some electric, but I 
always gravitate towards the acous-
tic, especially for live performanc-
es. 

Glover is a former employee at 
Proclamation. When the people 
who run the establishment had the 
idea for the open mic, they reached 
out to him about it and he immedi-
ately jumped at the opportunity. 

“I actually worked at Proclama-
tion for about five and a half years 
up until this past October,” he talks 
about his prior history with the 
brewery. “Lori [Witham] and I had 
talked about me coming back to 

play gigs out on the patio and it was mostly brainstorm-
ing from the folks at Proclamation for the open mic. Of 
course, as soon as she told me, I jumped right on it. It’s 
a great opportunity for not only the brewery but also 
the music and artist community in Warwick.”

Glover wants to provide an outlet for artistic types 
who either have never performed in front of people, or 
they’re hesitant to do so. He recognizes what an open 
mic can do for a community, and he aims to have a 
positive impact with the monthly event. 

“Open mics were my gateway,” he said. “It’s just a 
fantastic opportunity for maybe that shy singer, poet or 
guitar player who has been in their living room practic-
ing their talent and they want an inviting and calm 
place to come out and put their sound out to the people. 
It’s a really great way to get started and from all the 
ones I’ve ever been a part of, there’s just an amazing 
amount of talent right under our nose. Open mics are a 
great way to kind of get those folks out, I want to be 
super supportive, bring out the people who might be 
too shy or folks might not recognize them around town 
and create a platform for them to just come out and 
shine. It’s always amazing to sit and watch the folks 
that show up, they may have never even sung into a 
microphone before and it’s a super low-pressure and 
very welcoming platform.”

New Open Mic Night showcases local artist
�������������
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(401) 461-5600     www.budgetrooterservice.com
Drain Problem? No Problem!

Just Call Jim!
40+ Years of Experience

Family Owned
And Operated

Servicing both Commercial and Residential Clients:
Main Sewer Lines • Sinks • Tubs • Showers • Floor Drains

Video Camera Pipe Inspection

“Why Pay More?”

storage containers for rent
Stationary at our Johnston location 

or mobile at your location 
for a monthly rental fee. 

call for our 
pricing & incentive

programs
for long term use.401.837.0048 or 401.626-8737

yard debris, 
junk removal and more!
10, 15, 20 & 30 yard containers placed at your location

call for pricing and availability.

Very competitiVe rates, fast, reliable courteous serVice

401.626.8737 or 401.837.0048

Goulin StoraGeProPane Filling Station

Phil.Johnston32@gmail.com
www.jfcpropane.com

All
ProPAne

TAnks
Filled
Here

904 Manton Ave.
Providence
(in front of Stop & Shop)

621-8129 Call Phil
• Open 7 days a week
• Open all year
• English & Spanish

CALL 732-3100 TO PLACE YOUR ADCALL 732-3100 TO PLACE YOUR AD —  — ONLY ONLY $$16165050 PER WEEK PER WEEK
10-week commitment • 3.42”x2” ad • FREE COLOR WHEN AVAILABLE

Mention This Ad For $500 OFF Exterior Painting Jobs ($2500 & Over)

Nardone Painting Co.
InterIor and exterIor Work

roofing, Siding and Windows
Now offeriNg: Carpentry,

Kitchen & Bath remodeling & Hardwood floors
Over 40 Years Experience — Quality Work

LIcenSed & InSured

401-943-1675
Luciano nardone                       27 tweed Street, cranston

Glass & Screen
Repair & Replacement

Residential Services:
 • Sliding Screen Doors
 • Insulated Glass
 • Storm Doors
 • Acrylic Sheet Available

Call Denny
(401) 641-1010

Johnston Area – Free Estimates – Will Pick up & Deliver

 • Sliding Screen Doors

 • Acrylic Sheet Available

30 Years
Experience

Fat Ham is a contemporary adaptation of Shake-
speare’s Hamlet, written by James Ijames. Set in a 
southern family barbecue, the play reimagines the clas-
sic tragedy through the lens of modern Black culture, 
blending humor, pathos, and social commentary. The 
protagonist, Juicy, grapples with familial expectations, 
identity, and unresolved trauma, all while navigating the 
complexities of love, revenge, and personal freedom. 
Fat Ham explores themes of legacy, masculinity, and 
self-acceptance, offering a fresh, relatable take on the 
timeless struggle between the past and the future. 

Fat Ham is being performed at the Wilbury Theatre 
Group, in Providence from March 27 through April 13. 

IDA: Fat Ham is a reimagining of Shakespeare’s 
Hamlet—what drew you to directing this play?

DON: I am a classically trained actor, who has studied 
at the Shakespeare Company in New York City. I have 
always had a special relationship with “The Bard.” The 
story of Hamlet works its way into so many current 
themes and different genres of theater and film. People 
have taken useful advantage of the pliability of the 

original Hamlet. And James Ijames melds the story well 
into the Fat Ham script.

IDA: What was your approach in blending the Shake-
spearean elements with the modern elements?

DON: This play is more comedic than Hamlet and 
takes place during a black family’s backyard cookout. 
For those who have been brought up in a Black family, 
they will relate to the kinds of calamity that can happen 
at a family barbeque. My approach is always about get-
ting to the essence of the character and building those 
characters into an authentic story.

IDA: What was your vision for staging the play, and 
bringing it to life?

DON: It is within the rehearsal process that my vision 
evolves. As I work with the actors during that process, 
the vision is being created - by all of us. It is important 
to me to bring together people I trust and who are will-
ing to develop collaboratively as an ensemble in order 
to blend and maximize the actors’ talents into play. As 
my vision develops, I use their talents to get us to the 
finish line. My approach is to ask questions rather than 
to give directions because each character contributes to 
that visionary development. 

IDA: What was your approach in shaping Juicy’s 
character?

DON: I worked in one-on-one sessions with Juicy. 
We avoided making the role of Juicy a caricature. To-
gether, we discovered his own sexuality and how he 
approaches relationships, career path and his place in 
the family as well as the demanding expectations from 
his deceased father. The playwright is familiar with 
North Carolina, where the play is placed, and under-
stands the cultural, social and political environments. 
While these elements may seem ponderous, Ijames has 
found a way of having fun with these themes as he 
bends the Shakespearian narrative.

IDA: Were there moments where the actors brought 
something unexpected to their roles?

DON: When the actors were discovering their own 
characters and relationships with other characters, they 
each found elements that were surprises to them. My 
process of posing questions instead of giving answers 
allows actors to uncover, on their own, who they are on 
stage. This results in a deeper, personal character devel-
opment which emerges faster and is sustained longer.

IDA: How did you navigate the complex themes of 
masculinity, queerness, and family?

DON: One of the great things about theater and the 
people who are drawn to it, is their greater understand-
ing of these themes. They are open to them. This cast 
came into rehearsals hungry and ready to get at it. I ap-
preciated their willingness to discover every and all as-
pects of who they are in this play.

IDA: How did you balance the deep emotions and 
comedy of this play?

DON: It helps that the play is well written. Having a 
comedy background and having done stand-up helps, 
too. My experiences come with the understanding of 
people being the most human. The comedy is organic. 
Teasing out physical comedy and innuendo that en-
hances the storytelling is an element of my methodolo-
gy. I will ask actors about their own personal stories as 
it relates to the scene. Invariably, when retelling their 
stories, even the sad ones, they find some humor in 
them. They bring that to their characters. 

IDA: While directing Fat Ham, what most stands out 
for you?

DON: The production is surrounded by gifted people 
and what stands out most for me is the fun we have had. 
I start every rehearsal process with, “If it ain’t fun, we 
ain’t doin’ it right.”

IDA: What do you hope audiences take away from 
Fat Ham?

DON: Audiences will have a lively, fun and provoca-
tive night of theater. They will appreciate Hamlet’s ad-
aptation. And I hope they reflect upon their own per-
sonal lives and how they treat people: with respect or 
lack thereof inside and outside of the family. 

IDA: How do you see Fat Ham contributing to con-
versations about identity, trauma, and self-acceptance?

DON: I think it is spot-on in addressing all of these 
conversations. It doesn’t hide, mask, or make them 
stereotypes. The play has some beautiful overtones that 
allow the audience to see these themes in very different 
ways. We need these issues portrayed in a way in which 
we are able to see these characters as real people living 
real lives. We need more of this in this country; to see 
everyone as who they are; who they are as individuals, 
who we are as people and who we are as a country.

Family, fate and firepits: the art of directing Fat Ham
by IDA ZECCO

“Fat Ham” director Don Mays. Submitted photo by Niki Healy
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